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>Box  sscmxscn  5,  1836,  to  xamcb  3*  1837. 


DEBATES   IN   THE  SENATE. 


LIST  OF  THE  SENATORS. 
IblAINB— John  Rtifr^lea. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— Henry  Hubbard,  John  Page. 
MA3SACHDSETTS— John  Davis,  Daniel  Webster. 
UHODE  ISLAND— Neliemiih  B.  Knigbl,  AiUer  Rob- 
b'lM. 

CONNECTICUT— John  M.  Nile*,  Gideon  Tomllnnn. 
VERMONT — Samuel  Prentin,  Benjamin  Swin. 
NEW  YORK— S'llu  Wright,  Nathaniel  P.  TallmadKC. 
NEW  JERSEY— Samuel  L.  Southard,  Garrett D-  Wall. 
PENNSYLVANIA— James  Buchanan,  Samuel  UcKean. 
DELAWARE— Bicliard  H.  Bayard. 
MARYLAND— Joseph  Kent. 
VIRGINIA- WitTiam  C.  RiTei. 

NORTH  CAROLINA— BedrordBrown,  Robert  Strange. 
SOUTH  CAROLINA— John  C  Calhoun,  William  C. 
Preston. 

GEORGIA— Alfred  Cuthbcrt,  John  P.  King. 
KENTUCKY— Henry  Clay,  John  J.  Crittenden. 
TENNESSEE— Felix  Grumly,  Hugh  L.  White. 
OHIO — Thonus  Ewing,  Thomaa  Morris. 
LOUISIANA— Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
INDIANA— Wiinam  llendricka.  John  Tipton. 

MISSISSIPPI— John  Black,  Robert  J.  Walker. 

ILLINOIS— William  L.  D.  Ewing,  John  U.  Robinson. 

ALABAMA— William  R.  King,  Gabriel  Moore. 

MISSOURI— Tbomai  H.  Beoton,  Lewis  F.  Lion. 


UoMSaT,  DxcBKixa  5,  1836. 

The  Senale  UMUbled  at  13  i^elock,  M. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  took  the  chair,  and  the  fol- 
hnriDg  Senators  appeared  in  their  seats,  Tizi 

Mr.  HcooLss,  from  Hainei  Messri.  Hob>akd  and 
Pass,  from  New  Hampshire]  Messrs.  Pbiktiss  and 
SwiiT,  from  Vermont;  Mr.  Dxtis,  from  Maasacbusetts; 
Messrs.  Kviaax  and  Robbiits,  from  Rhode  Islands 
Mesars.  NiLia  and  Tokumbok,  from  Coonectieuti  Mr. 
WBxaBT,  froin  New  Yorkt  Messrs.  SeimiABB  and  Wau, 
froiD  New  Jenejrt  Messrs.  Bvcaiviv  and  HcKuv,  fnm 
Feamyhaniai  Mr.  Bavabv,  frem  Uclawftcc}  Hr.  Kht, 
Vol.  XIII.— X 


from  Marylandi  Mr.  Ritxs,  from  Virginiat  Mr.  KtB«, 
from  Gcorgiat  Messra.  Ewiitb  and  Mobbi^  from  Ohiu( 
Heasrs.  Ckat  and  CBi-mBDKir,  fron  Kentuekyj  Messrs. 
GaruBT  and  Whiti,  from  Tennessee;  Hesart.  Hbr- 
DRicEB  and  TiPTOir,  from  Indiana]  Messrs.  Robibsoh 
and  Ewiire,  from  lllinoist  Messrs.  Kibo  and  Moobb, 
from  Abibamat  Hr.  Walkkb,  from  Miiaisiippii  Messrs. 
Bbhtob  and  Linn,  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  eredenthtla  of  Messrs. 
TovtmK  and  Sxtibb,  Senators  elect  from  the  new  Stat* 
of  Arkansas. 

Messrs.  Fci.T*K  and  Sxtibb  were  qualified  and  took 

their  Bests. 

The  following  resolution  wai  offered  by  Mr.  SEN- 
TON,  and  adopted: 

Saohedt  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  Mcertain  the 
elassea  in  which  tlw  Senators  of  the  State  of  ArkaiMM 
■hall  be  inserted*  in  eonfomrity  with  the  resolution  oi 
the  14th  of  May,  1789,  and  as  the  constitution  re- 
quires. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  it  was  then  ' 
Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot  box 
three  papers,  of  equal  «ise,  minuiered  1«  3, 3.  Eeeh  of 
the  Senators  fron  the-  State  of  Arkansas  shall  draw  out 
one  paper.  Number.  Ij  if  drawn,  shall  entitle  the  mem- 
ber to  be  placed  in  Ihe  class  of  Senators  whose  term  of 
lervice  will  expire,  the  3d  day  of  March,  1837;  number 
a  in  the  class  whose  term  will  expire  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1839;  and  number  3  in  the  class  whose  term  will 
expire  the  3d  day  of  March,  1841. 

It  was  accordingly  so  determined,  by  lot,  that  Mr,  Sb- 
tibb'b  term  aheuld  expire  in  1837,  and  Mr.  FcKToa'a 
inl84L 

On  molioa  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate was  directed  to  inform  t^e  House  of  Representatives 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  was  present,  apd  ready  to 
proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  a  comiMUee  was  ordered 
to  be  appdnted  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  en  a  joint 
committee  of  both  Houses,  to  wait  on  the  Prendeot  of 
the  United  States,  and  inf«m  him  ibat  a  quwum  of  hoth 
HouK*  of  CongrcH  vti  iMenbledt  ud  read;  to  receire 
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from  him  nieh  commuoiciition  as  he  may  be  pleased  to 
miike. 

Mewrs.  GmvaoT  and  Swirr  were  appointed  by  the 
Chair  memberi  of  aud  eomroiltee*  on  toe  part  of  the 

Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  offered  the  usual  resolution  to  supply  tlie 
members  of  the  Senate  with  newspapers  during  tlie  sei- 
lion.  Adopted. 

Tllf  CH&IR  presented  the  rottoving  letter  of  resigna- 
tion'fi-om  the  Secretary  of  the  Senste: 

WASBiiroTOir,  DiczHBiB  5t  1836. 
8n:  therewith  resign  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the 
'Senate  of  the  United  States. 

-.  Having  so  long  powessed  the  confidence  of  the  Sen* 
ate,  and  enjoyed  Mich  continued  and  friendly  intercourse 
with  its  tnembers,  it  is  with  feelings  of  deep  and  psinfut 
seofibilityj  now  sepsrale  front  tliem;  and  these  feelings 
atmp^atly  increased,  wtien  I  reflect  on  the  courtesy  and 
kinq^as  I  have  received  from  yourself,  as  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Senate,  and  on  the  uniform  and  unbroken 
confidence  and  friendship  which  have  for  so  many  years 
sub^ted  between  us.  No  length  of  time  or  change  of 
circumstances  will  ever  efface  from  my  mind  the  recol- 
Mctiona  growing  out  of  these  aasociationst  and  I  ^all  al- 
ways rejoice  to  hear  of  your  prosperity  and  happiness, 
•nd  of  that  of  every  member  oflbe  Senate. 

WALTER  LOWRIU. 

Hon.  -Uabtiv  Vah  Bitbiv, 

Pm  Fraident  qfihe  United  States 
and  Pretident  of  the  Senate. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  It  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Chier  Clerk  of  the  Senate  perform 
tlie  duties  of  Secretary  till  a  Secretary  shall  be  appointed. 
Mr.  Macbxk  accordingly  took  the  usual  requisite  Mth. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned  till  13  o'clock  to-morrow. 


TvaaoaT,  Decimbxe  6. 
The  annual  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  was  received,  and  read  by  the  acting  Secretary, 
and  Ave  thousand  copies  of  the  message  and  the  accom- 
panying documents  were  erdered  to  oe  printed.  (See 
appendix.) 

DEATH  OF  Mr.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 

Mr.  KENT  rose,  and  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Hr.  President:  Yonder  vacant  seat,  heretofore  so  ably 
and  so  faithfully  filled,  but  too  significantly  indicates  the 
object  of  my  addressing  you  at  this  time. 

I  rise,  sir,  fur  the  purpose  of  snnouncinfr  to  you  and 
to  the  Senate  the  melancholy  intelligence  uf  the  death 
oF  my  very  worthy  and  excellent  colleague,  the  late 
BoB»T  H.  GoansBOBoiras.  He  departed  this  life  du- 
ring the  late  recess,  after  a  short  illness,  in  the  midst  of 
his  usefulness,  and  at  a  period  when  we  should  have 
been  justifiable  in  allottng  to  him  many  years  of  vigor- 
ous health. 

But  few  individuals  have  occupied  a  greater  space  in 
public  estimation  in  his  native  State  than  Mr.  Gotos- 
BOBonsH.  He  filled,  from  an  early  period  of  his  life, 
with  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  reputation,  various 
public  stations,  and  was  twice  elected  to  a  seat  in  this 
body.  Possessing  the  advantage*  of  a  liberal  education, 
which  had  been  well  improved,  vith  the  most  polished 
address,  he  was  ever  found  a  ready  and  efficient  de- 
baler,  remarkable  for  his  courtesy  and  politeness.  He 
was  truly  said  to  have  been  *'  a  man  of  manners  and  of 
letters  too." 

Mr.  GoLnsBOBocsH'fl  exertiona  for  the  benefit  of  his 
fellow  men  were  not  confined  to  public  life.  He  was 
prominent  as.  an  agriculturist,  making  frequent  and 
judicioug  expcrimeats,  enforcing  his  views  by  very  able 


essays,  thereby  directing  the  attention  of  the  agricultu- 
rists to  such  objects  IS  were  calculated  to  ameliorate  and 
improve  the  condition  of  his  exhausted  lands.  Truly 
exemplary  in  all  the  relations  of  private  life,  as  a  friend, 
neighbor,  and  in  the  domestic  circle,  he  was  unrivalled. 

To  me,  personally,  his  loss  is  truly  afflicting.  A  severe 
hoarseness,  under  which  I  have  labored  for  some  time, 
obliges  me  to  be  thus  brief.  1  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
following  resolution: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from  a 
sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect  due  lo 
the  memory  of  the  Honorable  Robibt  H.  Goldsbo- 
HoueB,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  into 
mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode  of 
wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm." 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENT,  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Wzobkbhat,  Dxckubib  T. 
.Mr.  Bbowb,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  and 
Mr.  NicBOua,  Senator  from  Loui^ana,  were  present 

to-day  in  the  Senate  chamber. 
Sundry  communieationa  were  laid  before  the  Senate, 

from  the  b«u)a  of  DepartmenU,  by  the  Tice  President. 

MADISON'S  WRITINGS. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  by  the  bands  of  Aanmrw 
Jacksob,  Jr.  Esq.  bis  private  secretary: 
■lotne  denote  and  ^ittie  of  R^retentativtat 

I  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  my  correspondence 
with  Mrs.  Madison,  produced  by  the  resolution  adopt- 
ed at  the  last  session  by  (he  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, on  the  decease  of  her  venerated  husband. 
The  occasion  seems  lobe  appropriate  to  present  a  letter 
from  her  on  the  subject  of  the  publication  of  a  work  of 
great  political  interest  and  ability,  carefully  prepared  by 
Mr.  Madison's  own  hand,  under  circumstances  that  give 
it  claims  to  be  considered  as  Utile  less  than  official. 

Congress  has  already,  at  considerable  expense,  pub- 
lished,  in  a  variety  of  forms,  the  naked  journals  of  the 
revolutionary  Congress,  and  of  the  conventions  that 
formed  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  I  am 
persuaded  that  the  work  of  Mr.  Madison,  considering 
the  author,  the  subject-matter  of  it,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  wliich  it  was  prepared— long  withheld 
from  the.  public  aa  it  bas  been  by  those  motives  of  per- 
sonal kindness  and  delicacy  that  gsve  tone  to  his  inter- 
course with  his  fellow  men,  untu  he  and  all  who  had 
been  participators  with  him  in  the  scenes  he  describes, 
have  passed  away — well  deserves  to  become  the  prop- 
erty of  the  nation!  and  cannot  fail  if  published  and  dis- 
seminated at  the  public  charge,  to  confer  the  most  im- 
portant of  all  benefits  on  the  present  and  every  suc- 
ceeding generation — accurate  knowledge  of  the  prin- 
cipTes  of  their  Government,  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  recommended,  and  embodied  io 
the  constitution  fur  adoption. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Deetmher  6,  1836. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RIVES,  the  reading  of  the  corre- 
spondence was  dispensed  with,  and  it  was  ordered  lo  be 
printed. 

EXPUNGING   THE  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that  on  the  first  day  on 
which  there  was  a  Senate  sufficiently  full,  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  to  expunge  from  the 
journal  certain  sentences  thereon,  lie  would  statf,  al 
ihe  same  time,  that  Ibe  resolution  be  should  introduce 
would  be  in  the  same  worda  as  the  one  Introduced  by 
him  at  the  hut  sesBton,  and  it  was  bis  wish  that  the  tcbo- 
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SlatmmU  of  Commerce  and  JKni^gtftion, 


Dto..8.  12. 1830.] 


latim  m^t  b«  diipoMil  of  hf  the  ScMte,  before  the 
other  important  business  of  the  session  commenced. 

After  traMUAing  some  other  businen  tlie  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


THoasBAr,  DxcxvaKa  8. 

STATEMENTS  OF  COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGA- 
TION. 

The  following  resolution^  moved  by  Mr.  Bshtov,  of 
Missouri,  bein);  under  conuderation— 

■*  AMoAwd,  That  the  annual  stitement  oflhe  commerce 
and  nsTi^tion  of  the  United  States  be  hereafter  printed 
under  tiie  direction  of  tbe  Secretary  of  Ute  Treasury, 
and  be  communicated  in  a  printed  form  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble after  the  comtnenecment  of  each  stated  session  of 
CongFeaa.** 

In  snppDrting  the  reaolutlen,  Mr.  B.  obierted  that  this 
document  being  always  a  very  extensive  one,  consisting 
almost  entirely  of  figorea,  great  delay  was  unavoidably 
incurred  in  the  printing  of  it,  insomuch  that,  under  the 
existing  practice}  it  was  seldom  obtained  in  time,  and 
the  Senate  wu  usually  a  year  in  arrear  in  its  reception. 
To  remedy  this  inconvenienoe  an  order  bad  been  passed 
some  seasiona  slnee  requiring  itsearliwpreparationt  but 
thk  bad  not  answered  the  end.  The  measure  proposed 
in  tbe  resolution  would,  he  believed,  be  the  only  effec- 
tual means  of  putting  Congress  in  possession  of  this  im- 
portant document  as  early  as  was  desirable. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  ssid  it  was  not  his  dengn  to  make  an 
objection  to  tbe  resolution^  but  to  inquire  whether  any 
extra  copies  are  to  be  printed  under  itr  This  doeumenl, 
ssid  he,  IS  an  importsnt  one,  and  an  extra  number  of  cop- 
ies are  always  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  Senate.  It 
is  one  of  the  roost  profitable  to  the  printer  among  all  the 
documents  printed— containing  mostly  rule  work  and 
figures,  irthe  usual  extra  copies  are  printed  by  order 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  distributed  in  Ibe 
usual  manoer*  and  at  the  same  price,  I  do  not  kno<a  as  I 
have  any  triijectioni  but  the  number  of  copies  and  tbe 
price  of  printing  should  be  stated  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BENTON  called  for  (he  reading  of  the  original 
order  under  which  the  document  was  preparedt  but 
some  defsy  occurring  in  turning  to  i(,  the  subject  was  for 
the  present  laid  upon  the  table. 

Several  bills  were  introduced  on  leave  and  passed  to 
the  aecond  reading^ 

After  fixing  upon  next  Monday  fur  the  appointment  of 
the  standing  committees  and  the  election  of  a  Secretary 
of  tbe  Senate,  the  Senate  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

MoTiuT,  Dbosmbir  13. 
Mr.  Buck,  Senator  fkvm  Misrissippi,  Mr.  Taluudsi, 
Senator  from  New  York,  and  Mr.  WaaariB,  Senator 
from  Massaohuaett^  appeared  to.day,  and  took  their 
seats. 

STATEMENTS  OF  COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGA- 
TION. 

Mr.  BENTON  called  up  the  reaolution  he  liad  oflTered 
m  Thursday  last,  re^>ecting  an  alteration  in  tlie  mode 
of  printing  the  annua)  report  from  tbe  Treasury  on  com- 
merce and  navigation. 

Hr.  KNIGHT  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  stri- 
king out  all  aher  the  word  "  resolved,"  and  inserting — 

Baohtd  by  tko  Smote  attd  Haute  of  R^reeetUativea, 
That  tlie  aanual  atatement  of  the  commerce  and  aaviga- 
lion  of  tbe  United  States  be  hereafter  printed  under  we 
direction  of  itie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  commu- 
nicated aa  soon  as  possible  after  the  commencement  of 
each  stated  aeasion  of  Congreai^  and  that  sud  sUtement 
be  printed  in  tiie  same  form  and  at  the  nme  price  aa  ttie 


ordinary  printing  of  the  two  Houaea  of  Congress;  that 
the  same  number  of  copies  as  are  usually  printed  be  fur- 
nished for  the  purpose  of  binding  and  distribution,  and 
that  five  thousand  additional  copies  be  equally  distrlbu- 
ted  to  the  members  of  the  Benste  and  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  BENTON  aaid  thsl,  on  looking  further  into  th6 
existing  law  pnn^ding  for  tbe  printing  of  this  document, 
he  had  become  convinced  that  some  such  modification  of 
the  resolution  was  necessary  as  had  now  been  proposed. 
The  only  objection  he  had  to  it  related  to  the  five  thou- 
sand additional  copies  to  be  printed  for  the  Senate;  he 
thought  this  number  larger  than  necessary,  and  propo- 
sed that  it  be  reduced  to  three  thousand. 

Vkv.  KNIGHT  assenting,  the  resolution  was  so  modU 
fied  accordingly,  and  in  this  form  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

SECBETARY  OF  THE  SENATE...-  -  ^  ' 
On  motion  of  Hr.  KING,  and  in  sccordance*  ifiW%e 

Senate  order  of  Thursday  last,  the  Senste  procee^d  to 

ballot  for  a  Secretary  of  tbe  Senate,  in  place  of  Waltsb 

LowBtc,  Esq.  resigned. 
On  the  first  ballot,  Mr.  AsaiiaT  Dicxias  received  SO 

TOtea;  H<m.  Akrold  Kiuhatit,  late  of  the  Senate,  18| 

scattering  3i  31  tteing  necessary  to  a  choice. 
On  the  second  balTo^  Mr.  Dioxisa  received  31]  Mr. 

Nacsaiv  18;  Mr.  BaxaK  1;  31  being  necessary  to  a 

choice. 

Mr.  DicKiKB  was  accordingly  declared  to  be  dulf 
elected  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  chairmen  of 
their  several  standing  committees. 

The  several  elections  resulted  as  follows: 

Hr.  BvcaxKAv,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  by  21  votes.. 

Mr.  WnioBT,  cbaimun  of  the  Committee  on  Fiiianer, 
by  30  votes. 

Mr.  Kiao,  of  Alabama,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  by  20  votes. 

Mr.  N11.1S,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  ManufaC' 
tures,  by  23  votes. 

Hr.  Vx9Mf  chairman  of  Ibe  Committee  on  Agriculture, 
by  31  votCB. 

Hr.  BaxTov,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  by  3d  votes. 

Mr.  Wau,  ehairmaii  of  the  Committee  on  the  Militia, 

by  19  voles. 

Hr.  Rivzs,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af* 
fairs,  by  SO  votes. 

Mr.  WAixax,  chairman  of  the  Commiltei  on  Public 
Lands,  by  31  votes. 

Mr.  LiRX,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  by  31  votes.  - 

Hr.  Wbits,  ebairman  of  the  Commiltee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  by  39  votes. 

Hr.  HDaBABB,  cbairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
by  19  votes. 

Hr.  UsowK,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claimis  by  18  votes. 

Mr.  GnmisT,  diainnan  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, by  31  votes. 

Mr.  RoBissofT,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  by  23  votes. 

Mr.  Hbitdbicks,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  by  31  votes. 

Mr.  ToMuxaov,  chairman  of  the  Corimitttee  on  Pfcn- 
sions,  by  31  votes. 

Mr.  Kest,  chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  by  19  voles. 

Mr.  MoBRts,  cliairman  of  the  Committee  on  Engrosied 
Bills,  by  35  votes.  ■ 
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Memory  of  Mr.  Rnnard—7%0  Trtmwry  CiroiUar. 


CDso.  13, 14k  183C 


The  eketion  or  tbe  remnlning  memben  of  the  com- 
mitteei  wm  deferred  until  to  inorrow. 

MEUOBY  OF  Mr.  KINNARU. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  TIPTON,  of  Indiana,  it  waa 
Hesohed,  That,  in  memory  of  the  late  Hon.  Mr.  Kik- 
KiRD,  «  member  of  the  House  of  RepreHnlatiTee  from 
the  Srate  of  Indiana,  the  members  of  the  Senate  wear 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  apace  of  thirty  daya. 
And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


TvnvkT,  DBciMxn  13. 

AsBvaT  DiCKiHs,  Esq-,  elected  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate, apprarrd  to-day,  wai  qualified,  by  taking  the  pre- 
icribea  oath,  and  took  hia  seat. 

Af^er  transacting  the  usual  morning  buainesi. 

The  Senate  proceeded  by  ballot  to  choose  the  remain- 
ing .members  of  ihe  reapeetive  standing  committees, 
wbnse  chairmen  had  been  appunted  yesterday.  The  re- 
sult was  as  follows: 

On  fhreign  Jffain. — Messrs-  Buchanan,  Tallmadge, 
King,  of  Geoigia,  Clay,  Rives. 

iM  itnoneb— Messrs.  Wright,  Vebater,  Cuthbcrt, 
Nicholas,  Benton. 

On  Ctmmerce.—iAenn.  King,  Davis,  Linn,  Brown, 
Buggies. 

On  Manufacivrea. — Messrs.  Nile?,  Morris,  Black, 
Hubbard,  Preston. 

On  Jgrictilture — Messrs.  Page,  Morris,  Kent,  Mc- 
Keao,  Clay. 

On  Military  4ffair». — Messrs.  Benton,  Preston,  Tip- 
ton, Wall,  Ewingi  of  lUinois. 

On  AEliiia.-'Mtun.  Wall,  Hendricks,  Swift,  Ewii^, 
of  Illinois,  Moore. 

On  Naval  Jj^<.— Messrs.  Birei,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge, Culbbert,  Nicholas. 

On  Public  Lands. — Messrs.  Walker,  Ewing,  of  Ohio, 
King,  of  Alabama,  BORgles,  Fulton. 

On  Private  Land  CUUmt. — Meiirs.  Linn,  Porter,  Bay- 
ard, Preston,  Sevier. 

On  Indian  Jffitira. — Messrs.  White,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Liinn,  Sevier. 

'Of  Claitnt. — Messrs.  Hubbard,  Tipton,  Prentiss,  Crit- 
tenden, Ewing,  of  Illinois. 

On  Revolutionary  CUanu. — Messrs.  Brown,  White, 
Hubbard,  Crittenden,  Niles. 

On  tkt  Juduiary. — Uesars.  Grundy,  Crittenden,  Mor- 
ris, King,  of  Geoivia,  Wall. 

Having  proceeded  thus  far,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


ap. 


WSDHUniT,  DXCIXBKR  14. 

Mr.  CAiHoirir,  Senator  from  Booth  Carolina, 
peered  to-day  in  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RTVES,  the  message  of  the  Preai- 
dent  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  publication  of  Mr. 
Madison's  History  of  the  Convention,  was,  with  the  ac- 
companying documents*  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Library. 

When  the  morning  business  had  been  dispoaed  of— 

The  Senate  resumed  the  balloting  for  the  renwining 
members  of  standing  committees  not  yet  filled  up,  and 
the  resuU  was  as  follows: 

Committee  on  the  Pott  O^eeand  Pott  Soad». — Messrs. 
Robinson,  (chairman.)  Knight,  Grundy,  Brown,  Niles. 

Committee  on  Boadt  and  Canab. — Messrs.  Hendricks, 
(chairman,)  McKean,  Robinson,  Nicholas,  Page-. 

Comnittee  on  Penn'ons.— Measrs.  Tomlinson,  (chair- 
man,) Prentiss,  Hubbard,  Morrii>,  Sevier. 

Committee  on  the  Diatriel  of  Cotutnbia. — Messrs.  Kent, 
(chairman,)  King  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Geoi^ia,  Bu- 
chana'h,  Ntchplaa. 


Comn^HeeonEngrouedBilU.—VleviTt.  Morns,  (chair- 
man,) Page,  Fulton. 

JoMi  Cammittu  on  the  Ubrary.—Utwm.  Sobbinr, 
Preston,  Wall. 

THE  TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 
The  following  resolutions,  introduced  by  Mr.  Ewino, 
of  Oliio,  being  at  their  second  reading: 

**  Retolved  by  the  iSsnofe  and  Houte  of  Repreaentativea, 
£/«.,  That  the  Treasury  order  of  tbe  eleventh  day  of 
July,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-fix,  designating  the  funds  which  Aould  be  receiv- 
able in  payment  for  public  lands,  be,  and  the  same  is 
herelvi  resdnded. 

«*  Aaolaed,  also.  That  it  shall  not  be  faiwful  for  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  delenle  to  any  person,  or  to 
any  corporation,  the  power  of  directing  what  funds  shall 
be  receivable  for  customs  or  for  the  public  landa;  nor 
shall  he  make  any  discriminalion  in  Ihe  funds  so  receiva- 
ble, between  different  individuals,  or  between  tbe  differ- 
ent branches  of  the  poblio  revenue." 
Tbe  resolutions  having  been  read — 
Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  spoke  as  follows: 
Hr.  Present:  When  1  presented  these  resolutions, 
a  few  days  «nee,  it  was  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Bav-roir,]  that  be  would 
oppose  them  at  their  second  reading,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  early  heard  in  support  of  the  order  which  it  is 
their  principal  offtce  to  rescind.  With  this  1  am  entirely 
satisfied.   1  also  wish  to  be  heard  on  a  subject  which  is 
of  vital  interest  to  the  State  which  I  represent,  and  to  the 
whole  Westt  and  I  concur  with  him  most  heartily  in  this 
expedient  to  avoid  delay  in  bringing  befure  Ihe  Senate, 
and  sending  abroad  to  the  nation,  the  opinions  of  mem- 
bers of  this  body  on  this  important  subject.  I,  therefore, 
in  accordance  with  that  suggestion,  which  aeenned  to 
meet  tbe  sanction  of  the  Senate,  will  now  proceed  to 
give  my  views  upon  tbe  order  which  these  resulutiooa 
propose  to  rescind. 

This  extraordinary  paper  was  issued  by  the  Secrefsry 
of  Ihe  Treasury  on  the  llth  of  July  Isst,  in  the  form  of 
a  circular  lo  the  receivera  of  public  money  in  the  aeveral 
land  offices  in  the  United  States^  directing  them,  after 
the  15tb  of  August  then  next,  to  receive  in  payment  for 
public  lands  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  ena  eerlifioates 
of  deposites,  signed  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  saving  in  favor  of  ao^al  aettlers,  and  bona- 
fide  residents  in  the  State  in  whlRi  the  land  happened 
to  lie.  This  saving  was  for  a  limited  lime,  and  expires, 
I  think,  to-morrow.  The  professed  object  of  this  order 
was  to  check  the  speculations  in  public  landsf  to  check 
exoessire  issues  of  bank  paper  in  the  West,  and  to  in- 
crease the  specie  currency  of  the  eountryi  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  tbe  measure  was  supported,  or  pretended  (o 
be  supported,  by  the  opinions  of  members  of  this  body 
and  the  other  branch  of  Congress.  But,  before  1  pro- 
ceed to  examine  in  detail  this  paper,  its  character,  and 
its  consequences,  I  will  briefly  advert  to  tbe  state  of 
things  out  of  which  it  grew. 

I  am  confident,  and  I  believe  I  can  make  the  thing 
manifeat,  that  the  avoweil  objects  weK  not  the  only,  nor 
even  the  leading  objects  for  which  this  order  was  framed  t 
they  may  have  influenced  the  minds  of  some  who  advised 
it,  but  those  who  planned,  and  those  who  at  last  virtually 
executed  it,  were  governed  by  other  and  different  mo- 
'  tives,  which  I  shall  proceed  to  explain. 

It  was  foreseen,  prior  to  tbe  commencement  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  that  there  would  be  a  very  large 
surplus  of  money  in  tlie  public  Treasury  bryowtd  the 
wants  of  the  country  for  all  their  reasonable  expendi- 
tures. It  was  also  well  understood  that  the  land  bill,  or 
some  other  measure  for  tbe  diatribution  thia  fund, 
would  be  again  presented  to  Congreisi  and,  if  the  true 
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condH'ion  of  the  public  TreBiury  were  known  and  un- 
deratoodt  that  ita  dtstribmion,  in  some  form  or  other, 
would  b«  dcmuided  by  the  country.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  seeiM  to  hftve  been  determined  by  the  pirly,  and  some 
of  OoM  who  act  with  it  thoroughly,  that  the  money 
ahould  remain  where  it  waa,  in  tlie  depoaite  banki,  no 
that  it  could  be  wietded  at  pleasure  by  the  Executive. 
Hence  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made 
to  the  two  Houaea  of  Congreas  on  the  8lh  day  of  Uecem* 
ber,  1835,  (doe.  3,  pige      makes  the  a{^gate  bal- 
ance in  the  Treaaary,  on  the  lit  day  of  January.  1836, 
no  more  than  919,147i000|  but  now  the  controveray  is 
ended,  he  ihow^  in  his  report  of  the  6th  of  December, 
1S36,   that  the  true  amount  of  that  balance  was 
936,749,803,  making  an  error  of  f7,602,803.  There 
enters  into  this,  and  thence  arisea  the  egregious  error, 
an  estimate  of  the  receipts  for  the  last  quarter  of  the 
then  current  year.    After  three  qiurters  of  that  quarter 
had  elapsed  I  after  this  was  in  the  hands  of  inferior  offi- 
ce n,  and,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  within  the 
knowledge  of  his  sereral  bureaus  at  Washington,  re- 
ceipts within  that  quarter  of  about  seven  millions,  he  es- 
timates the  aggregate  receipts  for  tlie  whole  quarter  at 
(4,950,000,  whereas  the  true  amount,  ss  now  reported, 
was  911,950,000,  making  a  difference  in  the  receipts  of 
that  ttngle  quarter  of  seven  millions.    I  think  I  am  Tery 
safe  in  saying  that  this  most  cxtraordlnaty  error  never 
would  have  occurred  in  this  report  if  it  had  been  the 
wish  of  ttie  Eieeutive  to  parade  before  the  nation  a  very 
prosperous  ataie  of  the  public  Treasury,  and  a  large  re- 
ceipt tor  the  year  1835.    if  nothing  had  been  feared 
about  the  land  bill  or  distribution  project,  the  estimate 
fur  that  quarter  would  probably  have  eqtialled  the  actual 
receipts. 

The  statement  of  the  Secretary,  however,  showed  a 
surphU)  but  he  proceeds  to  calculate  it  away  in  the  year 
1836.  He  conjectures  that  the  receipts  or  that  year  will 
amount  to  919,750,000,  and  of  this  he  allows  the  public 
lands  to  produce  94,000,000.  The  whole  receipt  being 
less,  by  about  94,000,000,  than  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  estimated  expenses  of  the  year.  But  in  hii  report  of 
December  6.  1836,  he  gives  the  reeetpls  of  the  same 
year  n1  947.691,898;  more,  by  about  938,000,000,  than 
hia  estimate;  and  of  this  the  public  lands  yield 
934,000,000,  six  times  (he  amount  of  that  estimate. 

These  bets  are  striking;  and  if  the  errors  originate  in 
mere  mistake,  which  I  am  willing  to  believe,  they  indi- 
cate a  moat  extraordinary  degree  of  ignorance  as  to  the 
bunneas  of  the  country,  and  the  direction  of  ita  capital, 
or  a  mind  earily  biased  and  led  into  error  by  precon- 
-  ceived  opinions. 

But  Senators,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  which  after- 
wards sprung  up  on  the  land  bill,  went  much  farther 
than  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury.  They  denied,  and 
moat  unequivocally,  that  there  was  any  surplus,  or  that 
there  would  be  any:  and,  when  some  of  ua  offered  an 
esttOMte  of  what  would  be  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
in  the  current  year.  w«  were  tdd  that  it  would  he  very 
^fflcalt  to  ffiuten  that  estimate  upon  us  at  thia  session  of 
Congress.  I,  however,  for  one^  determined  to  relieve 
gentlemen  from  all  trouble  on  that  score,  as  fsr  as  re- 
garded myself.  On  the  15lh  of  March,  1836,  1  submit- 
ted my  estimate  of  the  revenues  and  expenditures  of  the 
current  year,  in  a  apeech  which  I  caused  to  be  printed 
in  pamphlet  form.  In  tiiis  I  estimated  the  receipts  from 
customs  for  the  year  at  -  -  919,000.000 
The  public  lands  at  more  than  •  -  S0,000.000 
And  I  made  the  whole  amount  on  hand,  and 
received  and  receivable,  in  that  year,  in 
round  numbers,  without  deducting  expen- 
ditures   77,000,000 

The  customs,  it  seems,  have  produced  933,000,000, 
wbich  ia  94,000,000  more  than  my  estimate.  The  public 


lands  934,000,000 — about  the  sum  which  I  had  supposed. 
And  the  footing  of  tlie  column  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  which  answers  to  my  eatimate  of 
977.000.000.  is  974,441,709,  being  two  and  a  half  mil- 
lions less  than  I  conjectured.  More  than  this  deficit, 
however,  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  bank 
stock  which  X  had  supposed  would  fall  in.  within  the  cur* 
rent  year,  has  not  yet  been  sold,  or  the  avails  of  it  re- 
ceived into  the  Treasury. 

When  the  true  state  of  tilings  became  too  obrioUvto 
be  any  longer  successfully  contested;  when  it  became 
apparent  to  every  one  here  and  to  (he  public  that  there  . 
was  a  large  amount  of  public  money  lying  in  the  depoiite  ^ 
banks,  and  likely  to  remain  there  for  years,  an  injury  to  " 
the  public,  and  beneficial  to  nobody,  except  bankers  and-' 
brokers;  and  when  no  other  means  seemed  to  offer  of 
resisting  a  distribution  of  this  fund,  the  country  became  - 
suddenly  threatened  wiih  a  foreign  war — and«  at  one 
time,  the  walls  of  our  Capitol  were  actually  tnefttned  ' 
with  demolition  by  the  great  guns  of  the  French  aavy — 
we  were  in  imminent  danger  of  invasion,  and  appropria* 
tions  to  the  amount  of  more  than  980,000,000  were 
called  for  by  gentlemen  who  are  in  bvor  of  economy, 
and  reform,  to  enable  the  Executive  to  prepare  for  de- 
fence.   But  this  spectre  vsnished.    Then  we  were  . 
tiireatened  with  Indian  invasion  and  Indian  massacre  on 
our  whole  Northweatern  frontier.    The  squsbble  with  a 
miserable  horde  of  naked  savages  in  the  swamps  ofTloN 
ids,  which  has  cngaved  the  attention  of  this  warlike  ad- 
ministration for  theiast  year,  was  magnified  into,  a  gen- 
eral and  formidable  rising  of  all  the  tribes  east  of  the 
Rocky  mountains,  and  military  preparationa  were  called 
for  tiMt  we  might  be  in  armor  to  do  battle  with  thens. 
At  last  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  sanctioned  by 
the  Prendent,  put  an  end  to  all  this  absurdity;  the  de- 
posite  bill  passed,  afler  a  deapcrate  struf^le,  and  then 
came  this  measure — the  Treasury  order — intended  to  de- 
stroy its  effect. 

This  order  grew  out  of  the  contest  to  which  I  hare  re- 
ferred. It  was  issued  not  by  the  advice  of  Congress  or 
under  the  sanction  of  any  law.  It  was  delayed  until  Con- 

S;reas  was  fairly  out  of  the  city,  and  all  possibility  of  inter- 
i^rence  by  legislation  was  removed,  and  then  came  forth 
this  new  and  last  expedient.  It  was  known  that  these 
funds,  received  for  public  lands,  had  become  a  chief 
source  of  revenue,  and  it  may  have  occurred  to  some 
that  the  passage  of  a  Treaaury  order  of  this  kind  would 
have  a  tendency  to  embarrass  the  country  t  and  as  the  bill 
fur  the  regulation  of  the  depositea  had  Just  passed,  the 
public  might  be  brought  to  believe  that  all  the  mischief 
occasioned  by  the  order  was  the  effect  of  the  distribution 
bill.  It  has,  indeed,  happened,  that  this  scheme  haa 
failed;  the  public  understand  it  rightly,  but  that  was  not 
by  any  means  certain  at  the  time  the  measure  was  de- 
vised. It  was  not  then  foreseen  that  the  people  would 
as  generally  see  through  the  contrivance  aa  It  has  tinoe 
been  found  that  they  do. 

There  may  hare  been  various  other  motives  which  led 
to  the  measure.  Many  minda  were  probably  to  be  con- 
sulted, for  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  a  step  like  (his 
was  taken  without  consultation,  and  guided  by  the  will 
of  a  single  individual  alone.  That  is  not  the  way  in 
which  these  things  are  done.  No  doubt  one  effect  hoped 
for  by  some  was.  that  a  check  would  be  giveii  lb  the 
■ales  of  the  public  lands.  The  operation  of  the  order 
would  naturally  be.  to  raise  the  price  of  land  by  raising 
the  price  of  the  currency  in  which  it  was  to  be  paid  for. 
Bur,  while  this  would  be  the  effttet  on  small  buyers, 
those  who  purchased  on  a  largu  «calc  would  be  enabled 
to  sell  at  an  advance  of  ten  or  fifteen  peK Cent."  over  what 
would  have  been  given  if  the  United  States  lands. had 
been  open  to  purchasers  in  the  ordinary  way.  These 
who  haid  burrowed  money  of  (he  deposite  banks  and  paid 
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it  out  for  landi,  would  thiii  be  enabled  to  nuke  nte  to 
idvantige,  and  by  means  or  such  sales  make  payment  to 

the  banks  who  found  it  necessary  ti>  c»)l  in  their  larf^e 
loans,  in  order  to  meet  tlie  provisions  of  the  deposite  bill. 
The  order,  therefore,  was  likely  to  operate  to  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  the  deposite  banks  and  the  great  land 
dealers,  while  it  counteracted  the  efforts  of  the  obnox- 
ious deposite  bill. 

There  may  hare  been  yet  another  motire  actuating 
some  of  those  who  devised  this  order.  There  was  dan- 
ger that  the  depoaite  banks,  when  called  upon  to  refund 
the  public' treasure,  would  be  unable  to  do  it:  indeed,  it 
was  said  on  this  floor  that  the  immediate  effect  of  the 
distribution  bill  would  be  to  break  thoae  banks.  Now 
this  Treasury  order  would  operate  to  collect  the  ipeeie 
of  the;  country  into  the  land  offices,  whence  it  would  im- 
mediately go  into  the  deposite  banks,  and  would  prove 
an  accepuble  aid  to  them  while  niaking  the  transfers  re- 
quired by  law.  These  seem  to  me  to  have  been  among 
the  real  motives  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  that  order. 

But  one  of  the  good  effects  which  it  was  said  this  or- 
der would  produce  was,  that  it  would  prevent  overissues 
of  the  banks,  especially  in  the  West.  Such  an  opinion, 
however,  if  uncerely  held,  must  have  grovn  out  of  a 
very  narrow  view  of  our  commerce  and  currency. 
There  were  no  overissues,  save  by  the  depnnle  banks 
only,  and  with  respect  to  them  the  order  would  have  no 
such  effect.  They  bad  made  very  great  loans  to  land 
speculators  I  but  that  business  was  cut  off"  by  the  distribu- 
tion bill.  That  bill  straitened  those  banks,  and  forced 
them  to  draw  in  their  loans:  and  it  wm  strongly  reristed 
on  that  very  ground;  so  strongly,  indeed,  that  it  was  not 
until  within  two  days  before  the  passage  of  the  bill  that 
the  opposition  could  be  brought  to  believe  that  they 
could  succeed  in  passing  it.  Some  of  the  deposite  banks 
had  in  their  vaults  public  money  to  the  amount  of  three 
times  their  nominal  capital.  The  regular  commerce  and 
business  of  the  country  did  not  employ  much  beyond 
that  capital;  the  residue  could  only  be  applied  to  extra- 
ordinary  parpuses.  The  progreu  of  trade  is  steady. 
The  commerce  of  the  country  advances  in  a  regular 
manner.  It  would  not  absorb  this  sudden  increase  of 
banking  resources,  but  the  extra  capital  found  an  outlet 
in  loans  for  the  purpose  of  purchnsing  public  Isnd. 
Large  amounts  of  specie  were  borrowed  from  the  de- 
posite banks  and  paid  into  the  land  offices,  whence  it 
waa  mon  after  returned  to  the  banks,  and  loaned  again 
fbr  the  same  purpose.  The  distribution  bill  put  an  end 
to  thisi  it  went  at  once  to  cat  up  this  business  by  the 
roots.  The  banks  were  required  to  pay  back  all  the 
money  deposited  with  them  over  and  above  three  fourths 
of  the  amount  of  their  capital  actually  paid  in;  of  course 
their  loans  were  at  once  cut  short.  1'he  Treasury  order, 
therefoi  e,  could  not  be  required  to  do  what  was  already 
done  by  an  act  of  Congress.  The  patient  bad  already 
been  depleted:  no  sooner  was  the  regular  pbjraician 
gone,  but  then  in  comes  the  quack  doctor,  and  at  once 
cuts  an  artery,  to  make  the  remedy  perfect. 

It  has  been  said  in  the  President's  mes3«ge,  and  in  the 
report  of  his  Secretary,  that  all  the  banks  of  the  country 
were  in  the  habit  of  making  overissues  of  paper,  and  that 
this  Treasury  order  was  needed  as  a  check  upon  such  is- 
sues. It  is  a  mere  asaumptiont  sn  entire  miitake.  Where 
is  the  evidence  to  prove  it?  1  speak  now,  of  course,  of 
that  part  of  the  Union  where  I  reside,  and  with  which  I 
am  best  acquainted,  and  where  this  order  has  had  its 
chief  eff'ect,  and  1  say  that  the  assertion  is  wholly  un- 
founded. 1  know,  ipdeed,  that  the  amount  of  banking 
capital  has  ticen  increaaed  of  late  yeMV;  it  may,  some- 
times, and  iti'some^fUacea,  have  been  too  eztennw,  but 
it  never  was  so  there.   There  never  has  been  in  that 

Cof  (he  Union  too  much  banking  eapitsl.  The  banks 
I  Increaaed  tbeir  Issues,  but  they  luive  not  made  ex- 


cessive issues.  The  course  of  business  with  us  bai 
changed  of  late.  Four  or  five  years  ago  we  sent  our 
Block  alive  on  foot  to  market:  our  flour  went  to  New 
Orleans — little  or  none  of  it  went  to  the  North._  U  then 
took  us  from  sixty  to  ninety  days  to  get  our  returns. 
But  now,  since  the  opening  of  our  canal,  we  have  a 
Northern  as  well  as  a  Southern  market)  and,  according 
to  the  present  course  of  trade,  it  takes  the  merchant 
from  nz  to  ten -months  to  make  bii  returns.  He  muat 
purchase  his  produce,  let  it  lie  by  him  till  the  canab 
open,  then  ship  to  New  York,  and  thus  In  about  ten 
months  realize  the  proceeds.  One  thousand  dollars 
turned  three  times  is  the  same  in  the  business  of  the 
country  as  three  thousand  turned  but  once.  Of  course, 
as  the  time  is  three  times  longer,  we  want  ^ree  limei 
the  amount  of  money  to  do  the  tame  basinets.  This  baa 
rightly  increased  three>fold  the  amount  of  bank  issues. 
Besides,  banks  do  not  issue  their  notes  upon  the  specie 
in  tbeir  vaults — the  notion  is  utterly  fallacious:  it  is  the 
staple  produce  of  the  country  which  those  bank  notes 
purchaset  it  is  the  pork  and  flour  of  the  West,  and  the 
cotton  and  sugar  of  the  South;  that  is  the  true  capital 
on  which  the  banks  make  these  issues.  The  businea  of 
the  country  could  not  be  transacted  if  the  issues  of  bank 
paper  were  based  on  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver 
alone.  Our  banks  at  the  West  are  solely  commercial. 
They  make  loans  for  no  other  purpose  than  purpoaea  of 
trade;  at  least  if  they  know  the  purpose  to  which  it  ia  to 
be  applied.  They  do  not  knowingly  loan  their  money 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  public  land,  nor  even  for 
the  purpose  of  building  or  other  improvements.  A  man, 
to  be  sure,  may  cAtain  a  loan,  and  go  and  buy  land  with 
the  money,  but  that  is  not  the  course  of  our  bank  busi- 
ness. A  merchant  buys  $100,000  worth  of  pork  or  flour 
on  acceptances  in  New  York;  he  borrows  the  money  to 
buy  it;  but  it  is  the  produce  which  ia  the  capital  that  the 
bank  paper  representsi  it  ia  that  which  pays  the  debr. 
None  of  our  banks  expect  that  gold  and  silver  are  to  be 
demanded  for  their  notes.  Drafts  are  demanded;  these 
drafis  meet  the  bills  of  exchange;  and  thus  the  whide 
transaction  is  settled.  And  who  calls  this  overtrading? 
It  is  not  overtrading.  It  is  apportioning  bank  issues  to 
the  demands  of  commerce,  and  nothing  more.  This 
currency  answers  all  the  purposes  of  gold  and  silver. 
Gold  and  silver  are  useless  save  so  far  as  they  represent 
exchanges.  It  was  such  overtnuling,  however,  which 
the  Treasury  order  put  a  atop  to.  It  did  atop  it  moat 
effectually.  No  bank  in  the  West  dare  now,  or  hat 
dared  since  the  emanation  of  this  order,  to  make  any 
loans  or  any  issues.  On  the  contrary,  the  banks,  as  aoon 
as  it  appeared,  all  fortified  themselves  against  appre- 
hended danger,  and  with  one  accord  shut  their  doora 
'against  all  loans  whatever.  Nor  dare  they  open  them 
again  until  that  order  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  way,  un- 
less, indeed,  the  course  of  business  sliould  unexpectedly 
change.  Commerce,  as  we  all  know,  if  one  of  the  roost 
ductile  things  in  the  world,  and  it  may  by  circumstance! 
be  forced  into  a  new  channel;  and  when  it  has  just 
scooped  out  for  itself  a  new  course,  then,  I  suppose, 
some  other  executive  order  will  be  thrown  in  to  check 
or  obstruct  the  smooth  onward  flow  of  the  current. 

In  my  speech  of  the  15th  of  March  last,  to  which  1 
have  adverted,  1  explained  the  manner  in  which  the 
public  funds  were  made  to  pay  for  the  public  lands — 
performing  a  circuit  from  the  deposite  banks  to  the 
speculator;  from  him  to  the  land  office,  and  from  the 
land  office  to  the  deposite  banks  again — thus  operating 
the  exchange  uf  the  public  lands  by  millions  of  acres  to 
large  purchasers  for  mere  credit.  I  waa  denounced  for 
this  at  the  time;  but  the  President  has  adopted  (an  hon- 
or  which  I  duly  appVeciate)  the  very  sentiment,  and  al- 
ffluit  the  langaage  which  I  then  used,  in  his  recent  mea- 
saget  and  he  telu  us  that  the  Treaniy  order  was  Intend- 
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ed  to  remedy  thia  evil— an  evH  irhieh  Congren  had*  in 
bet,  remedied  effectutlly  before  the  iaauin^  of  that  or- 
der. It  would  have  been  a  fortunate  thing  if  the  mischief 
had  been  discovered  sooner  by  the  executive  ufBcers, 
and  the  abuse  corrected  before  it  beoame  ft  subject  of 
investigation  before  Congress. 

Another  object  to  be  effected  by  this  order  is  the  put* 
ting  down  a  paper,  and  putting  up  a  gold  and  silver  cur- 
rency. This  is  its  purpose,  white  its  effect  has  been  to 
baaiah  aloiast  entirely' gold  and  sitver  from  among  ua. 
No  such  thing  is  now  to  be  heard  of.  You  cannot,  in 
the  West,  unleu  it  be  in  towns,  get  a  five  dollar  bill 
changed  into  specie  in  a  ride  of  thirty  miles;  not  that  the 
bonks  do  not  pay  uieoie  for  their  notes,  but  the  effect 
(HI  tlie  community  is  the  same  as  if  tbey  did  not  In 
consequence  of  this  order,  all  purebaaers  of  land  cx- 
diange  tiieir  notes  for  gold  and  silver.  In  the  town  in 
which  I  reside,  there  is  a  bank  well  provided  with  re- 
soarcea,  and  within  a  circuit  of  thirty  or  forty  miles 
there  are  six  or  seven  more  equally  strong.  Before  the 
ilsuing  of  this  Treasury  order,  the  paper  of  these  banks 
constituted  the  currency  of  that  region  of  countryt  but, 
as  if  touehed  by  the  waad  of  an  enchanter,  that  whole 
amount  of  paper  has  vanished  from  circulation:  not  a 
dollar  of  it  is  to  be  seen.  The  men  who  had  it  ctrried 
K  to  these  banks  to  get  gold  and  silver,  and  the  banks, 
karing  reedeemed  it,  shut  it  up  in  tlieir  vsults,  where  it 
rematna  to  guard  their  gold.  There  are  still  some  notes 
in  sireolation,  but  they  are  notes  on  remote  and  incon- 
venient points— ^n  distant  banks  in  Ohio,  on  Western 
Pennsylvania,  Western  New  York,  Michigan  and  Vir- 
ginia. Our  loeal  banks  used  to  receive  their  bills  as  cssh, 
and,  as  the  course  of  business  permitted,  send  them 
home  for  exchange;  but  now  they  husband  their  own 
notes,  and  pay  tbem  out,  so  that  paper  of  this  kind  con- 
stitutes nearly  all  our  circulation,  and  they  are  so  mixed 
in  small  parcels  on  each  bank  that  it  would  coat  nearly 
half  their  value  to  send  tbem  home  and  cash  them. 
This  is  our  gold  Mid  nlrer  currency.  The  amount  of 
our  produce  last  year  was  unusually  great,  and  our  sup- 
ply of  pork  this  year,  consequent  upon  it,  is  very  large. 
There  is  now  a  great  demand  in  the  Eastern  cities  for  all 
ve  have  to  dispose  of:  our  merchants  are  well  inclined 
to  purchase,  but  they  cannot  do  it)  they  deal  more  or 
Icsi  in  borrowed  capital,  and  our  banks  dare  not  lend 
(hem.  They  have  tried  to  get  money  at  the  East,  but 
the  Eastern  l>anks  would  not  loan,  because  their  paper 
would  immediately  return  upon  them.  Some  of  our  ad- 
venturous men  thought  of  a  third  expedient;  they  would 
go  to  an  intermediate  point  in  Western  New  York, 
where  no  trade  centres,  and  try  to  get  a  loan  tliere, 
because  it  would  be  so  long  before  the  money  would 
make  its  way  to  the  Eastern  cities,  and  from  thence  re- 
tura  lb  the  bank  that  loaned  it.  The  plan  has  been  tried, 
and  I  am  told  it  baa  to  some  extent  succeeded.  I  haie 
myself  seen  bundles  of  notes  issued  in  Michigan,  and 
payable  aooiewhere  in  the  State  of  New  York,  making 
their  way  as  welcome  strangers  among  usi  and  such  is 
the  sort  of  currency  with  which  we  are  obliged  to  do 
busineat;  such  has  been  the  effect  of  tampering  with  the 
currency  b^  individuals  who  know  nothing  of  the  matter. 
Currency  is  a  thing  which  admirably  r^gu'ates  itself, 
which  our  merchants  admirably  regulatet  but  the  hand 
of  ignorance  must  not  touch  it.  The  interference  of  such 
regulators  is  like  the  effort  of  some  rude  giant  to  move 
the  wheels  of  a  machine  which  be  does  not  understand : 
the  only  efl'ect  is  to  ruin  the  engine,  or  give  it  a  motion 
directly  the  contrary  of  that  which  was  intended. 

Another  alleged  object  aimed  at  by  the  order  ts  to 
check  specuktioo.  And  bere  we  find  a  ssving  provision 
in  bvor  of  residems  within  the  State,  and  of  actual  set- 
tlers. Thus  ■  discrimination  is  made  by  the  Executive 
bttweeo  diffcKBt  olanes  of  American  citiMD%  entitled 


to  equal  rights  under  our  constitution  and  laws.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  last  winter  to  urge  this  same  measure, 
or  a  part  of  it,  upon  Congress,  but  Congress  refused  its 
assent,  and  now  it  is  forced  upon  the  people  by  execu- 
tive authority.  No  doubt  it  was  supposed  that  the  order 
would  be  unpopular  without  this  exception,  and  would 
have  an  especially  bad  effect  just  before  a  preaidential 
election.  The  sate  was  therefore  so  limited  in  point  of 
time,  as  to  continue  just  beyond  the  time  of  election,  and 
then  to  cease.  Can  any  other  reason  be  assigned  for  the 
particular  date  fixed  upon^  There  is  a  provision  in  the 
eonstilution  directly  in  the  face  of  this  order.  Those  who 
drew  up  the  order  seemed  to  have  been  aware  of  it,  and 
to  have  avoided  employing  the  same  words  as  are  UMd  in 
the  article  of  the  constitution.  But  it  is  not,  therefore, 
any  the  less  in  violation  of  its  provisions.  The  eonstitu- 
tlon  declares  that  the  citizens  of  each  of  (he  United 
States  shall  enjoy  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
the  citizens  of  the  several  Slatesi  even  the  States  them- 
selves cannot  discriminate.  But  this  order  gives  to  the 
citizens  of  one  State  a  privilege  which  the  citizens  of  no 
other  State  are  allowed  Id  enjoy— that  of  paying  for  pub- 
lie  land  in  the  ordinary  currency  of  the  country.  With 
some,  this  ai^umenl  will  have  but  little  effect,  especially 
as  it  is  directed  against  an  executive  act:  but  it'is  not, 
therefore,  the  less  sound.  But  there  is  another  which 
will  find  more  favor  when  that  will  fail.  The  measure 
ia  unpopular;  as  far  as  it  has  been  felt  and  understood, 
it  is  decidedly  unpopular.  It  is  universally  condemned 
throughout  the  West,  at  least  as  far  as  my  acquaintance 
extends.  The  very  discrimination  between  dtizens  of 
different  States  is  unpopular,  ss  it  is  unconstitutional  and 
unjust.  It  is  eaay,  by  a  familiar  exa^iple,  to  show  the 
effect  of  this  branch  of  the  order,  how  it  works  in  prac- 
tice, and  how  it  will  airike  the  minds  of  plain  common 
men.  Two  neighbors,  farmers,  whose  lands  are  separa- 
ted by  the  boundary  line  between  Ohio  and  Indiana,  each 
have  sons  for  whom  they  wish  to  pureh^  land,  and  they 
set  out  leather  on  a  journey  into  the  northwest  of  Indi* 
ana  to  make  their  purcliases.  I'hey  buy  side  by  side, 
and  enter  the  land  in  the  same  officei  they  are  both  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  the  United  States  that 
sells  the  land.  Yet  one  of  them,  be  who  lives  on  the 
Indiana  side,  is  aUowrd  to  pay  in  the  ordinary  currency 
of  the  countnr,  while  the  other  must  pay  in  gold  and 
nlver.  Yet  their  fences  join;  they  can  see  ihe  smoke  of 
each  other's  chimneys  and  notliing  separates  them  but 
an  imaginary  line.  Our  Western  people  cannot  per- 
ceive the  justice  of  this.  They  do  not  understand  it, 
and  they  do  not  like  it|  the  thing  ia  generally  unpopular. 

But  now,  air,  there  is  an  expedient  for  getting  rid  of 
the  cff'ect  of  this  order,  which  ordinary  platn  people  do 
not  think  of.  It  is  the  easiest  thing  in  Ihe  world  forgen- 
ttemen  who  understand  how  to  manage  it.  There  never 
was  any  thing  more  happily  contrived  to  enable  those 
who  are  shrewd  and  experienced  in  business,  to  get  a 
selection  of  the  public  lands,  and  all  for  paper.  Suppose 
one  of  these  gentlemen  wishes  (o  purchase  ten  thousand 
acres  uf  land;  he  provides  himself  with  no  cart  to  lug 
about  gold  and  silver  to  make  the  purchase,  indeed, 
scorns  that  cumbrous  kind  of  machinery;  he  lakea  an 
eaaier  road.  He  just  goes  to  three  times  as  many  of  the 
neighbors  as  he  wanta  thousands  of  acres  of  Isnd,  and  Ite 
promises  to  treat  them  for  the  mere  use  of  iheir  namaA. 
I'har,  yo^  know,  costs  them  nothing,  and  so  A,  B,  and 
C,  bonafide  residents  of  the  Stote  in  wlirch  the  land  lies 
which  he  wishes  to  enter,  authorize  him,  under  their 
hand,  to  enter  land  in  their  names;  ^le  makes  his  entry, 
pays  for  it  in  paper,  and  then  gets  tliio  whole  transferred 
to  himself.  Thia  gentleman  carricd'^lio  Bp^£}et  he  did 
nothing  to  help  the  circulation  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
yet  very  inugfy  gets  possession,  himself,  of  all  (he  land 
be  wants.   The  Treasury  order  is  the  very  thing  for 
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tiiin,  while  it  keepi  down  Oie  phio  dull  man  that  would 
otherwiae  be  his  competitor.  Tbua  gcniua  It  patronized^ 
and  a  gold  currency  introduced. 

But  ihii  is  not  all.  There  n  yet  another  way  of  eva- 
ding the  ordert  and  it  ia  provideid  for  iu  the  order  ttaclf. 
Any  man  may  make  adepoMte  of  money  in  the  Treaiui]^ 
of  the  United  Slatea,  and  a  certificate  ih  such  depodte  la 
receivable  it  the  land  office  as  so  much  cash.  It  is  said, 
indeed,  (hat  this  is  according  to  a  law  of  Congrcai.  But 
what  is  the  provision  of  (bat  law?  It  is,  that  no  man 
shall  obtain  a  certificate  for  land  (ill  he  pays  (be  price 
of  it  into  the  office  of  a  receiver,  or  into  the  Treaaury  of 
the  United  Statea.  Uy  conatruction  of  thia  law  la,  tliat 
the  individual  must  have  paid  for  that  particular  aection 
of  land,  and  not  mr rely  have  made  a  general  deposite  of 
money.  This,  however,  has  been  overlooked,  and  the 
ordinary  course  i>  to  depoiiite  a  sum  of  money  in  one  of 
the  deposite  banksi  the  certificate  of  which  is  sent  to 
the  Treasury,  and  then  a  Treasury  certificate  ia  issued 
for  (be  same  amount;  and  1  am  tdd  that  individuak  have 
ahaved  bonett  purchasera  on  these  certificates  to  (he 
amount  of  fiftecD  or  twenty  per  cent.  It  took  them 
about  a  month  to  get  thia  thing  well  into  operation.  But 
within  the  last  two  months  there  bus  been  about  (200,000 
of  (his  kind  of  specie  capital  created  for  the  occasion. 
This  ia  nothing  but  a  fair  sample  of  the  practical  effect 
of  all  attempts  (o  juggle  with  the  public  monej-.  The 
remit  always  is  the  injury  of  ordinary  industrious  citizens, 
and  the  enriching  ana  sggrandizing  of  tboie  who  are  al- 
ready rich,  and  who  are  keen-sighted  and  sagacious. 

It  has  been  said,  and  it  ia  a  familiar  answer  to  objec- 
tions such  as  I  have  now  urged,  that,  notwithstanding  all 
these  difficulties,  the  price  of  produce  is  high,  and  that, 
therefore,  what  has  been  done  to  the  currency  has  been 
for  the  benefit  of  (be  country.  It  ia  true  produce  is 
high,  and  what  ia  the  reaaon?  We  know  in  thia  country, 
from  (he  papers,  the  wanu  of  all  parla  of  our  extended 
community,  and  it  baa  happened  partly  owing  to  a  failure 
of  cropa,  and  partly  from  other  causea,  that  grain  ia  so 
acarce  and  in  very  great  demand  east  of  the  mountains. 
It  ia  nominally  high  with  us  in  the  West,  but  not  as  high 
as  it  should  be  in  proportion  to  other  things,  because  our 
traders  cannot  get  funds  to  buy  with,  and  competition  in 
the  purcbaae  ia  put  down.  As  the  caubca  of  these  high 
prices  are  not  generally  underalood,  I  will  briefiy  sketch 
an  outline  of  my  views  on  that  aubject.  There  ia  an  im- 
preiHon  gone  abroad  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
ought,  of  course,  to  be  exporters  of  grain.  But  never 
was  there  a  more  incorrect  idea.  It  is  *gaina(  the  ordi- 
nances of  nature,  and  the  whole  course  of  human  things. 
We  never  can  be  exporters  of  grain  unless  there  be  war 
or  famine  in  Europe.  A  great  part  of  Kiirope,  the  north 
part  of  Asa,  the  north  coast  of  Africa,  Egypt,  and  (he 
blands  in  the  Mediterranean  are  all  grain-growing  coun- 
tries. Grain  is  their  great  commodity.  England,  too,  is 
a  rich  grain  country.  All  these  regions  of  (he  earth  will 
supply  their  own  demands  for  bread,  and  are  drstined  to 
do  so,  while  a  lirge  part  of  their  clothing  will  be  drawn 
from  our  grtat  South. 

Wc  have  at  the  North  populous  cities,  extenuve  manu- 
factories; in  addition  to  which,  there  ia  nur  immense  ma- 
rine, our  navy,  our  merchantmen,  our  fishing  vessels,  all 
to  be  supplied  from  our  own  grain  region.  Yet  we  are 
seldom  in  the  hsbit  of  rtAeciing  th;it  it  is  but  a  belt  of 
about  four  or  five  decrees  of  latitude  which,  in  this 
CQUFitry.  produces  wheat  advantageously.  Thia  com- 
paratively small  por(ion  of  our  coun(ry  is  relied  on  (o 
aopply  cur  whole  northern  continent,  the  West  India 
iaiatidfl,  and  South  America,  all  of  which  are,  in  this  point 
of  view,  entirely  dependent  upon  us.  Is  it  astonishing 
that  (he  price  of  wheat  ahould  be  high?  It  is  no  Guv- 
crnmeiital  arrangement.  It  is  nut  the  akill  of  any  ad- 
miniatratiun  wbidi  has  given  to  our  faronera  the  ciiating 


prices.  Nor  ia  it  owii^to  any  deranged  or  diseased  state 
of  the  currency,  or  of  commerce)  these  prices,  in  the 
general,  will  be  maintained]  fur  the  price  in  this  country 
must  at  last  be  regulated  by  the  price  at  which  grain  can 
be  imported  from  the  Baltic  and  the  Black  Sea.  And, 
indeed,  wc  at  the  West  have  reaaon  to  complain  of  the 
prices  we  get  in  comparison  with  those  which  our  alaplea 
command  in  the  Eastern  cities.  1  have  lately  aeen  it 
staled  that  pork  is  aelting  at  Montreal  at  $30  per  barrel, 
and  at  about  the  same  rate  in  Bostont  while  in  the  Weat 
we  get  what  ia  equivalent  to  about  ten  or  twelve  dollara 
per  barrel. 

[Mr.  Kixo,of  Alabama,  here  atatcd  that  the  price  waa 
(30  in  Mobile.] 

I'he  price,  I  am  sure,  is  decidedly  too  low  with  ui. 

And  now,  bir,  believing  aa  I  do  that  (he  Treasury  imler 
in  question  has  been  productive  of  all  the  effects  I  have 
slated,  1  hold  that  it  ought  to  be  rescinded,  were  it  as  a 
mere  malter  of  policy.  I  am  pursuaded  that  its  reaci- 
kion  would  soon  restore  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
the  West,  now  so  exlenaiveljr  impaired.  We  oufht  to 
prevent  the  improper  diacriminatiun  between  specie  and 
notes  payable  in  specie.  It  would  enable  our  banka  to 
make  loans  to  the  amount  uf  our  produce,  and  no  more. 
Thoae  inatitutiona  with  us  are  skilful  and  csutious;  they 
make  no  loaiis  for  the  purcbaae  of  public  lands,  nor  lor 
any  object  which  will  prevent  its  speedy  return.  In  a 
word,  Diey  refuse  permanent  loans  of  every  kind.  Sir, 
I  would  prevent  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  or  any 
other  Executive  officer,  from  making  an  unwarrantable 
discrimination  between  different  claEsea  of  the  cttizenaof 
the  United  Slates.  There  should  be  no  such  discrimina- 
tion. We  have  no  right  to  set  up  the  public  properly 
to  sate,  and  (hen  say  to  A  or  B  this  is  (be  price  if  your 
business  n  so  and  so,  or  if  your  politics  are  of  this  com- 
plexioni  but  if  not,  you  must  pay  a  higher  price.  It  ia 
against  the  letter  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  (he  cpnstitution. 
1  would  aboliah  it.  it  ought  to  be  abolbhed.  It  ia  pecu- 
liarly oppresaive  on  the  people  of  the  Weat. 

If  (here  is  (6  be  a  apecie  currency,  why  not  try  the 
experiment  in  our  Eastern  citiea?  Surely  it  would  be 
more  convenient  there.  A  man  in  our  Wealern  region, 
if  he  selects  a  tract  of  land  from  the  public  dotnain,  but 
is  obliged  to  go  away  to  get  (he  ntoney  to  pay  fur  bta 
purchase,  luaea  lua  opportunity.  Hia  fuotstepa  are 
tracked  by  (be  apeculator  or  hia  agent,  and  the  land  ia 
gone.  If  be  would  secure  bia  aection,  be  must  carry  hia 
specie  in  hia  aaddle-bag!-,  and  take  a  piatol  in  bia  hand  to 
defend  bimaelf  from  robbers.  Is  it  in  (his  way  you  would 
compel  your  citizena  to  seek  out  their  home  upon  the 
public  domain?  As  soon  aa  he  finds  a  spot  to  auit  bim, 
be  must  carry  away  tlie  specie  to  a  land  officet  and  when- 
ever a  large  quantity  accumutatea  there,  an  ox-cart,  with 
a  guard,  must  be  employed  to  bring  it  back  tu  the  spot 
whence  he  got  it.  This,  sir,  has  been  all  the  specie  cur- 
rency of  which  wc  have  heard  so  much.  This  is  the  ac- 
tive circulation  of  (he  precious  metals.  This  is  the  way 
in  which  the  Secretary  makes  up  hia  statements  on  tliat 
subject.  Tlie  money  is  carried  one  way  in  aaddlc-bags, 
and  the  other  way  in  a  cart.  I  would  pu(  an  end  to  (Tiis 
slste  of  (hinga.  I  would  try  the  hard  money  experiment, 
\t  it  must  be  tried,  on  the  seaboard,  where  it  is  easier  to 
try  it.  As  lung  as  your  land  is  offered  at  sale,  it  ia  law- 
ful for  all  your  citizens  to  buy  it.  You  have  no  right  to 
disfranchise  any  of  them,  under  the  pica  of  compeUing 
them  to  get  up  a  specie  circula(ion. 

it  u  said  by  the  Secretary  that  he  does  not  possess  the 
same  power  over  the  deporite  banka  aince  the  distribu- 
ting act  which  he  did  before.  Be  succeeded,  he  tells 
us,  in  keeping  down  the  rate  of  the  exchanges  until  the 
passage  of  that  law.  Now,  air,  there  ia  one  species  of 
control,  which,  if  tlie  Secretary  do  not  posaeas,  Congrcaa 
.  due^  itnd  ought  to  czercite  itt   It  ia  laid  that  there  ut 
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■ereril  of  the  depotite  binki  who  hare  milliont  of  the 
public  trcMore  in  their  vaulta,  and  who  uw  it,  bjr  tbeir 
nfficen  or  ftgenta,  in  sharing  upon  note*  or  exchin|fes. 
They  take  lulvanUge  of  the  difficulty  of  the  tines,  and 
virtually  act  aa  brokera,  (bus  keeping  up  the  preaaure 
and  embarrssiing  the  public,  while  they  make  enormoua 
profita  out  of  the  publio  money.  I  would  inatitutc  an 
nqairy  into  tbb  matter,  and  if  banka  are  guilty  of  prao 
licea  Mthia  kind,  I  would  at  least  leare  tbem  to  do  it 
with  tbeir  own  money,  and  not  with  the  money  of  the 
prople  of  the  United  Statei. 

Hr.  BENTON  obaerved  that  he  should  want  to  make 
•one  expoaition  of  facta,  which  he  thought  ihHild  go  far 
to  ioTaliilate  the  atatementi  made  reapeclii^  the  pre- 
vioDB  effeet*  of  ihia  Treiiary  order,  and  to  denmalrftte 
clearly  what  had  been  Ha  practical  and  beneficial  results. 
For  tais  purpose  be  should  want  a  little  more  time,  io 
order  to  get  (he  returns,  and  such  other  documentary 
evidence  as  it  would  be  neceswy  for  him  to  refer  to. 
He  ihould  show  then  to  the  Senate,  ftr  more  aatiafac- 
torily  by  facts,  than  the  genileman  from  Ohio  had  been 
able  to  do  by  argument,  why  the  banks  had  been  pre- 
vented from  exteodliw  the  usual  accommodationa  to  the 
pubKe.  While  on  bia  fieet,  he  would  say  that  he  en- 
tirely concurred  with  the  Senator  from  Ohio  in  his  con- 
struction of  (be  law  as  respected  payments  into  the  pub- 
lie  Treasury,  for  the  purchase  of  landa.  It  lutd  been 
bis'opinion  for  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  past,  that  the 
law  ought  to  be  so  construed,  though  it  had  remained 
but  as  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute  book.  He  remember- 
ed that  some  srean  ago  a  register  of  a  land  office  in 
Miisoori,  conslniing  the  act  aa  Im  and  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  di^  refused  to  receive  from  a  purchaser  a  Treas- 
ury certificate  of  deposite,  snd  be  (Hr.  B.)  was  spplied 
to  by  the  individual  to  get  the  money  returned  to  him. 

He  bad,  however,  beard  it  said  since  bis  arrival  here, 
(though  he  did  not  get  bia  information  from  any  officer 
of  tiw  Govemment,}  that  as  soon  as  the  attention  of  the 
Becretary  was  turned  to  the  liw,  be  had  given  it  th« 
ssne  conalruction  that  had  beea  given  to  it  by  himself 
and  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Wtuie  up,  be  would  remark,  that  aa  to  this  large 
smount  of  aurplus  on  band  to  distribute,  whieb  showed 
that  there  was  so  great  a  nustake  on  the  part  of  those 
who  said  that  there  would  be  none,  (though  they  said 
90  with  the  neceasary  qualificatioa^  that  the  appropria- 
titm  should  be  made  in  time  to  be  used,)  yet  when  they 
eanw  to  U>ttk  at  the  President's  mess^,  they  found 
that  of  Ihie  large  aurphit^  Bfteen  or  sixteen  millions  of 
it  WIS  appropriated  monev,  which  could  not  be  used, 
because  the  year  waa  half  gone  before  the  appropria- 
tions were  made.  Thia  (said  Mr.  B.)  we  represented 
so  often  lastaeasion  on  this  floor,  that  if  walla  bad  tongues, 
as  they  are  said  to  have  ears,  they  would  again  and 
sgun  reverberate  the  warning.  But  (said  Mr.  B.)  the 
conmitlees  were  ao  organized,  being  controlled  by 
gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  ditttrtbution,  and  con- 
sequently anxious  for  lurplose^  that  the  ntcessaiY  ap> 
propriations  were  'Waved  ofT,"  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king them. 

In  this  way  tbey  might  have  surpluses  in  abundance  at 
every  session*  and  the  wlide  revenue  mi|^t,  by  keeping 
off  the  appropriations  tiH  too  late  to  be  used,  be  con- 
verted into  nurpkis.  -It  was  almost  incredible  (Mr.  B. 
said)  to  see  the  manner  in  which  business  was  procras- 
tinated at  the  last  sesMon.  These  few  leaves,  said  Mr. 
B.,  (torning  over  a  few  pages  of  the  acts,)  contain 
erery  private  act  passed  by  Congress  at  the  last  session. 
Tbey  were  Mr.  Whittlesey's  acts—acts  sent  up  by  the 
industry  of  one  single  man  in  the  other  Houi^.  Here, 
said  Mr.  B.,  (tumingagain  to  the  volume,}  are  the  re- 
mainder of  tlw  acts;  and  when  you  come  to  look  at  them, 
you  will  6nd  that  the  spproprKiion  bDls  were  "  staved- 
VoL.  XUI.— 3 


ofT"  until  thelaat  moment.  He  repeated,  that  if  the 
appropriations  had  been  made  in  time  to  be  used,  whieh 
would  bsve  been  done  had  it  not  been  for  the  extraordi- 
nary organization  of  the  comtniltees  of  that  body,  by 
which  they  were  controlled  by  those  gentlemen  in  favor 
of  surpltjses,  the  case  would  |have  been  far  different 
from  what  it  was.  There  would  not  have  been  so  much 
surplus  to  talk  of,  and  there  would  have  been  no  ocea- 
iROn  for  this  new  application  of  the  term  to  an  unex- 
pended balance.  It  was  a  new  idea  to  prevent  the  ap- 
propriations from  being  paasedt  and,  instead  of  Uttinr 
the  money  remain  for  two  years  before  it  cwuld  be  call- 
ed a  surplus,  u  under  the  usage  of  the  former  law*  to  Im- 
mediately aelse  upon  it  for  dialribulion. 

We  have  often  (said  Mr.  B.)  had  fineen  or  sixteen 
milfions  of  sandus  in  the  Bank  of  the  United|  Ststet, 
and  not  one  wMd  wassald  about  H|  and  if  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  laat  season  had  been  made  in  time  to  be  used, 
(and  there  were  many,  too,  that  had  been  given  up  by 
their  supporters,)  there  would  bene  more  surplus  in  tlw 
Treasuiy  now  than  had  frequently  been  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Statea,  without  causing  excitement  or  alarm. 

Mr.  B.  only  rose  to  say  that  he  concurred  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio  in  his  constnietion  of  the  taw  as  to  Treaa- 
ury  eertiBcsles  of  dcponte,  and  to  state  what  be  bad 
heard,  that  the  officers  of  the  Government  bad  given  it 
(he  same  construction.  What  be  had  further  to  say  was, 
'  that  aonte  disposition  of  this  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  should  be  made,  which  would  permit  the  or- 
dinary business  of  the  Senate  to  go  on  without  interrup- 
ticHi,  and  not  to  have  the  important  bills  attending  the 
commencementef  the  session  Mocked  out  by  a  protract- 
ed debate.  He  wished  that  tbe  resolution  might  be  laid 
on  the  table  for  the  present,  to  give  him  lime  to  refer  to 
the  documents  necessary  to  be  used  in  reply  to  tbe  Sen- 
ator, and  that  the  ordinary  business  of  tiM  Senate  aright 
go  on. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  expressed  his  sssent  to  a  postpone- 
ment of  tbe  discussion,  but  hoped  it  would  not  extend 
beyond  tbe  residue  of  the  week.  He  knew  of  no  sub- 
ject more  important,  or  in  which  the  public  mind  seem- 
ed  at  this  moment  to  take  a  deeper  interest.  The  con- 
dition of  the  country  in  reference  to  the  currency  waa 
admitted  on  all  handa  to  be  greatly  deranged.  A  stato 
of  things,  indeed,  existed  which  was  anomalous  and  un- 
precedentedi  for  white  the  price  of  all  sorts  of  commod- 
ities WH  anusually  high,  there  existed  at  the  same  mo- 
ment a  scarcity  of  money.  Such  a  state  of  the  peeuoi- 
sry  interests  of  the  country  called  for  investigation,  and 
demanded  the  prompt  attention  of  Congreas.  He  con- 
cluded by  expressing  a  hope  that  Monday  might  be  fixed 
upon  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  reaolution. 

Mr.  EWINO  had  no  objectiona  to  audi  an  arrange- 
ment, though  he  was  opposed  to  any  unnecessary  dclsy. 
He  said  a  few  words  in  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks 
which  had  fiillen  ftom  Mr.  GaimT,  disclaiming  all 
agency  in  retarding  the  appropriations  for  the  purpose 
of  creating  a  surplus,  &c.  but  reserved  himself  for  the 
taWtr  discussion  of  tbe  subject. 

The  resolution  was  then  postponed  to  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday. 

STATEMENTS  OF  COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGA- 
TION. 

The  joint  resolution  introduced  some  da^'S  agoby.kfr. 
BaiiToir,  providing  for  the  eariier  preparation  of  Ihe'an- 
iiual  report  on  commerce  and  navigation  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

When  the  Senate  adjourned.. 

TaoBSMT,  DlcnaiE  15. 
Ur.  R1VR8  presented  the  eredentiali  of  Bicuns  E. 
Faaxin,  Senator  elect  from  Yirsiniai  and 
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Mr.  BROWN  the  credential  of  Bobx«t  Stbasob, 
Senitor  elect  front  North  Cirolini. 

Mesm.  Straroi  and  Paikib  ippemd)  were  qutli- 
fied  and  took  their  aeato. 

DUTY  ON  COAL. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  prraented  two  petition!]  one  from 
John  Uaakell,  and  a  great  number  of  other  perKHiii  and 
the  other  from  N.  D.  Snelling  and  othera,  of  Botton, 
praymg  for  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  coal. 

Hr.  W.  laid  iheae  petitions  were  very  numerously  and 
reqieetably  signed,  and  he  hoped  the  subject  would 
itlnct  the  aeriotu  attention  of  Congress.  The  duty  on 
coal,  like  that  on  aalt,  wheat,  and  wool,  though  not  a 
duly  on  manufaettired  article^  waa  yet  either  originally 
wd*  or  is  now  continued,  for  purposei  of  protection.  In* 
deed,  coal  was  one  of  the  articles  first  brought  forward, 
after  the  e&tablifehment  of  this  Government,  as  requiring 
and  deserving  protection.  As  these  petitions,  therefore, 
night  be  thought  to  sfiect  a  part  of  the  general  system 
orproteetion*  he  thought  it  proper  to  refer  them  to  the 
Committee  on  Manabctures.  Coal  was  a  necessary  of 
lifei  It  was  now  very  high,  the  price  being  nearly  twice 
as  great  now,  he  believed,  as  when  the  duty  waa  laid. 
■  He  was  of  opinion  that,  unless  this  duty  on  coal  was  to 
he  considered  as  a  part  of  the  general  system  of  protec- 
tion, it  ought  to  be  reduced,  or  perhaps  repealed  alto- 
g^her.  He  hoped  the  committee  would  ezaoune  Uie 
Mibjeet  and  bring  it  to  the  connderation  of  the  Senate 
M  an  early  day.  At  the  preaent  price  of  feet  in  the 
ni^r  cities,  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  ooal  ia  most  dc* 
airable,  if  there  exirt  igainst  it  no  ionirmountable  ob- 
jection. 

The  memorials  were  referred,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Wm- 
iTiB,  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

BURNING  OF  THE  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  the  follawing  reaolution, 
and  moved  its  immediate  consideration: 

Jleaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OSice  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the 
destruction  by  fire  of  the  building  in  which  were  kept 
the  General  Post  Office,  the  city  peat  offiM,  and  the 
|>atent  office. 

Hr.  CLAY  auggeated  whether  It  would  not  be  expe- 
dient to  inveat  tbe  committee  with  power  to  send  For 
.persona  and  papers,  so  far  as  there  might  be  any  pspen 
remaining. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  said  the  idea  of  (he  committee  was 
that  Ibe  proposed  committee  of  inquiry  should  proceed 
In  the  duty  assigned  them  till  they  should  find  it  neces- 
sary to  send  for  persona  and  papers,  when  they  could 
reijpiiy  ask  and  obtain  the  requisite  power. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adtqtted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  so  much  <^  the  Preai- 
dent'sannual  message  as  relates  to  finances  was  referred 
to  (he  Committee  on  Finance. 

After  disposing  of  various  petitions,  resolutions,  and 
bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
tbe  consideration  of  executive  bunnesai  and,  when  the 
doors  were  opened. 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 


UOMDAT,  DxCEHBCa  19. 

, .  Tbe  CHAIR  presented  the  credenliols  of  Mr.  Bvcbah- 
ajf,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  Legirialure  of  Pennsylvanh, 
fcr  SIX  years  ftoiq  the  4th  of  March  n«t. 

After  the  reception  and  disposal  of  vsridus  petitions, 
Mr.  CALHOUN  |^ve  notice  (hat  he  would,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  continue  tbe  opera- 
tiona  of  the  deposite  act  of  tlie  last  aessioo,  to  te  to  ope* 


rate  on  the  exoeaa  of  mrenue  thet  may  be  reoeived  this 
year- 
While  up,  Mr.  C.  said  he  would  put  a  question  to  tbe 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  [Hr.  WatoiT.] 
He  wished  to  be  informed  by  that  gentleman  whether 
his  motion  of  Thursday  to  refer  so  much  of  (he  Presi- 
dent's message  as  relates  to  finance  to  the  Finance  Com- 
ndttee,  included  Uiat  part  of  the  message  wbteb  relates 
to  the  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernment? 

Mr.  WRIGHT  replied  that  he  waa  unable  to  answer 
the  question  precisely.  In  making  his  rtiotion,  he  bad 
intended  to  refer  all  psrts  of  the  message  relating  to 
finance  to  the  Coiomittee  on  Finance.  He  had  had  no 
consultation  with  his  colleaguea  as  to  how  Ar  they  con- 
sidered that  portion  of  the  message  referred  to  by  the 
gentleiDMi  ftom  South  Carolina,  aa  coming  under  tbeir 
conridention.  Whether  or  not  they  conndered  it  as 
more  properly  belonging  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures than  to  the  Committee  on  Fins'nce,  he  knew  not. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  (ha(  be  would  then  move,  in 
order  to  remove  all  doubts  on  the  qtieation,  that  that 
portion  of  the  message  to  which  he  had  alluded,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  He  made  the  mo- 
tion, because  of  its  probably  having  a  stronger  bearing 
on  the  action  of  this  body,  and  on  political  events  here- 
after, than  any  other  question  which  might  be  brought 
before  tbe  Senate.  * 

Mr.  CLAY'S  LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  CLAY,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  whielt  he  had 
Riven,  rose  to  ask  leave  Co  introduce  tbe  land  bill,  lie 
felt  it  due  to  the  occasion  to  make  some  explanationa. 

The  operation  of  the  bill  which  bad  heretofore  sev- 
eral times  passed  the  Senate,  and  once  (he  House,  com- 
menced on  the  last  of  December,  1833,  and  waa  to  con- 
tinue  five  years.  It  provided  for  a  distribution  of  the 
nett  proceeds  of  tbe  public  lands  during  that  period, 
upon  well-known  principles.  But  tbe  deponte  act  of 
the  last  session  had  disposed  trf*  so  laiwe  a  put  of  the  di- 
visible fund  under  the  land  bill,  that  be  did  not  think  it 
rijfht,  in  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury,  to  give  the 
bill — which  he  was  about  to  apply  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce— that  retrospective  chiracter.  He  had  according- 
ly, in  the  draught  which  he  was  going  to  submit,  msde 
the  last  day  of  the  present  month  its  commencement, 
and  the  last  day  of  tbe  year  1841  iU  termination.  If  it 
should  pass,  therefore,  in  this  shape,  (he  period  of  its 
duration  will  he  the  same  as  that  pre&crlbed  in  the  for* 
roer  bills.  The  Senate  will  readily  comprehend  the 
motive  for  fixing  the  end  of  the  year  1841,  as  it  ia  at  that 
time  that  the  biennial  reductions  of  (en  per  cent,  upon 
the  existing  duties  cease,  according  to  (he  aot  of  the  3d 
March,  1833,  commonly  called  the  compromise  act,  and 
A  reduction  of  one  baff  of  the  excess  beyond  twenty 
per  cent,  of  any  duty  then  remaining  is  to  take  effect. 
By  that  time,  a  fair  experiment  of  the  land  bill  will  have 
been  made,  and  Congress  can  then  determine  whether 
the  proceeds  of  the  national  domain  shall  continue  to  be 
equitably  divided,  or  shall  be  applied  to  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  Government. 

The  bill  in  his  hand  assigns  to  the  new  State  of  Ar- 
kansas her  just  proportion  of  tbe  fund,  and  gnnta  to  her 
500,000  acres  of  land  as  proposed  to  other  States.  A 
similar  assignment  and  grant  are  not  made  to  Michigan, 
becauae  her  admiuion  into  the  Union  ia  not  yet  com- 
plete. But  when  that  event  occurs,  provision  is  made 
by  whfch  that  State  will  receive  its  hir  dividend. 

|He  had  restored,  in  this  draught,  the  provision  con- 
tained in  the  original  plan  for  the  distribution  of  the 
public  lands,  whioi  he  bad  presented  to  the  Senate,  by 
which  (he  Stiitea;  in  the  applicat  ion  of  the  fund,  are  re- 
stricted to  (he  great  objecU  of  edueation,  internal  imr 
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proreinent,  and  eolonizition.  Such  t  reitriction  would, 
be  believed,  relieve  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States  rrom  enbamssii^  oontroverues  aboat  the  dispo* 
lilion  of  the  fund,  and  tobM  secure  the  sppricatioD  of 
whit  was  eomnon  in  its  origin,  to  oommon  benefits  in 
it!  ultimate  destination.  But  it  was  soarocly  necessary 
fcr  him  to  say  that  this  provision,  as  well  as  tbe  fate  of 
the  whole  bil^  depended  upon  the  superior  wisdom  of 
the  Senate  and  of  the  House. 

In  all  respects,  othn  than  those  now  particularly  nieo- 
tioned,  tbe  bill  is  enetly  as  it  psssed  this  body  at  the 
bit  semioD. 

The  biU  WM  reed  a  first  tim^  and  pissed  to  »  second 
leadiiy. 

PATENT  /»FPICE. 

Ms.  RUGGLBS  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Ruehedt  That  a  committee  of  fire  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine and  report  the  extent  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
bnminr  of  the  Patent  Office,  and  to  consider  whether 
sny  and  what  messores  ought  to  be  adopted  to  repair 
the  loss,  and  to  eitablish  such  evidences  of  property  in 
patented  inventions,  ss  the  destruction  of  the  records 
and  drawings  may  have  rendered  neceuiry  for  its  se. 
curityj  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  BENTON,  tbe  committee  was  ap- 
pointed by  tbe  Chwr,  and  consists  of  the  following  gen- 
tlemen: Messrs.  Roeeus,  Pnximss,  Sniises,  Paksb, 
snd  Batau. 

The  remaining  portions  of  the  President's  snnosl  mes- 
nge  were  appropriately  referred  to  the  variouis  standing 
committees. 

Several  bilk  were  introduced  and  appropriately  re- 
ferred, aa  also  ft  number  of  resolutions  submitted  for  con 
aideralton. 

TRBASDRT  CIRCULAR. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  eonrideration  of 
the  joint  resolutions,  introduced  by  Hr.  Ewiv9,  of  Ohio, 
in  tbe  following  words,  being  st  their  second  reading, 
as  follows: 

*'  Retohtd  by  the  Senate  and  Boiue  of  R^esentativtSt 
tie.  That  the  Treasury  order  of  the  lllhdayof  July, 
anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirtj- 
■iz,  devgnating  the  fundi  which  should  be  receivable  m 
payment  for  public  land^  be,  and  tbe  same  is  hereby, 
rescinded. 

"  Retohed,  aim,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  delegate  to  any  person,  or  to  sny 
corporation,  the  power  oF  directing  what  funds  ^all  be 
receivable  for  customs,  or  for  tbe  public  landsj  nor  shall 
he  make  any  discrimimtlon  in  tnie  funds  so  receivable, 
between  different  individusis,  or  between  tbe  different 
branches  of  the  pubrie  revenue." 

Mr.  BENTON  said  tt  was  unusual  to  oppose  joint 
resolutions  at  their  second  resding,  but  he  had  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  oppose  this  resolution,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  attempting  to  arrest  its  course,  but  to 
excite  attention  and  discunion,  and  to  lay  the  foundation 
fiir  a  motion  which  he  intended  tomake,  namely,  to  send 
the  subject  to  a  committee,  snd  to  make  it  the  dutjr  of 
that  committee  to  inquire  into  tbe  operation  and  effects 
of  (he  Treasury  order  propoted  to  be  rescinded  and  into 
the  conduct  of  the  banks  which  affected  to  be  crippled 
by  it.  This  motion,  and  the  scope  snd  details  of  the  in- 
quiry, will  l>e  brought  forward  in  due  time. 

The  resolution  conntts  two  clauses,  the  first  clear, 
the  eecond  ambiguous.  Tbe  recision  of  tbe  Treasury 
order,  exeludtng  psper  from  the  land  offices,  was  the 
objeckof  the  nrtt  cisuset  but  the  second  was  without 
qiedflcation,  and  making  no  allusion  to  the  constitution. 
•1  currency,  and  imporii^  no  obligation  ob  th«i  Senrcttty 


of  the  Treasury  to  use  or  employ  it,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  whole  revenues  of  the  Government  might  be 
made^  receivable  in  psper  money.  Funds  is  the  word 
used  in  the  resolution,  a  word  which  had  no  place  in  our 
constitution,  nor  in  our  legislation,  prei^ous  to  the  im- 
position of  the  paper  system  upon  us,  and  which  had  no 
definite  or  legsi  meaning.  It  is  a  psper  system  phrase, 
and,  in  the  jargon  of  that  system,  is  understood  to  com- 
prehend all  sorts  of  psper  crediu  and  securities,  and  all 
sorts  of  currencies,  which  can  be  made  available  in  tbe 
pajmncnt  of  debts,  or  in  the  support  of  credit.  It  is  a 
wretched  phrase  to  come  into  legidatkm,  and  ought  to 
be  iubstituled  by  something  of  clear  and  precise  import. 
Gold  and  silver  Is  the  language  of  our  constitution,  and 
to  supersede  them  by  tbe  word  **fiindfl,"is  to  banish 
them  from  our  financial  system,  and  to  open  the  Treas- 
ury to  the  inundation  of  paper  money. 

In  tbe  observations  which  be  ahould  make  upon  these 
resolutions,  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  not  confine  himself 
merely  to  tbe  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Hr. 
Ewivo,}  but  looking  further  back  and  all  around,  and 
having  due  regard  to  what  bad  preceded  this  motion,  and 
which  was  tnoissolubly  connected  with  it,  he  should  trest 
tbe  whole  subject  as  it  appeared  before  him,  and  aa  it  * 
had  been  exhibited  to  the  public.  He  had  especially  in 
his  eye  a  certain  speech,  delivered  in  Kentucky  in  Sep- 
tember last,  and  a  certain  letter  writteiTlh  P liiladelphts, 
in  November  last.  Passages  from  each  of  these  would 
be  referred  to  at  proper  plaeest  and  paying  due  attention 
to  these  givings  out,  and  to  all  the  signs  which  had  b^ 
vinble  for  some  months  past  in  the  political  xodiac,  he 
could  see  distinctly  that  two  ^st  objects  were  proposed 
to  be  accomplished  by  tbe  instrumentality  of  this  joint 
resolution:  first,  the  condemnation  of  President  Jackson 
fur  B  violation  of  tbe  laws  and  constitution,  and  the  de- 
structim  of  tbe  prosperity  of  the  country  i  and,  secondly, 
the  overthrow  of  the  federal  constitutional  currency,  and 
the  impoittion  of  the  psper  money  system  of  the  States 
upon  the  Government  snd  people  of  the  Union. 

In  the  first  of  these  objects  the  present  movement  is 
twin  brother  to  the  famous  resolution  of  183S,  but  with- 
out its  boldnesst  for  that  resolution  declared  its  object 
upon  its  face,  while  this  one  eschews  specification,  and 
insidiously  seeks  a  judgment  of  condemnation  by  infer- 
ence  and  argument.  In  tbe  second  of  these  objects  every 
body  will  recognise  the  great  design  of  the  second  branch ' 
of  the  same  famous  resdulion  of  1833,  which,  in  the  res- 
toration of  the  deposiies  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  clearly  went  to  the  estsblishment  of  the  paper 
system,  snd  its  supremacy  over  the  Federal  Government. 
The  present  movement,  therefore,  is's  second  edition  of 
the  <Ad  one,  but  a  bme  and  impotent  affair  compare4  to 
that  Then,  we  had  a  magnificent  panict  now,  nathin|f 
but  a  miserable  starveHng!  For  though  the  letter  of  tbe 
President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  announced, 
early  in  November,  that  the  meeting  of  Congress  was 
the  time  for  the  new  distress  to  become  intense,  yet  we 
are  two  weeks  deep  in  tbe  session,  and  no  distress  me- 
morial, no  distress  deputation,  no  distress  committees,  to 
(his  hour!  Nothing,  in  fact.  In  that  line,  but  tbe  distresa 
speech  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewissf]  so 
that  the  new  panic  of  1836  has  all  the  signs  of  bein^  a 
lean  snd  slender  affair — s  mere  church-mouse  concern— 
a  sort  of  dwarfish,  impish  imitation  of  the  gigantic  spec- 
tre which  stalked  through  the  land  in  18S3. 

-  That  every  thing  might  appear  in  ita  proper  order,  and 
every  actor  in  this  drama  hnre  his  proper  place,  Hr.  B, 
Would  now  introduce  passages  fro'ii  the  speech  and  let* 
ter  to  which  he  had  referred,  reserving  oth^  passages 
for  introduction  in  other  sUges  of^  proceedings.  And 
first,  from  the  speech: 

**  Hr.  Clay  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  constant  tam- 
pering  with  the  currency,  wlucb  marked  tlie  conduct  of 
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thiB  adminntntion.  One  rub,  kwlesi*  and  crude  ex- 
periment tuoceeds  another.  He  centered  (he  late 
Treiiury  order*  by  which  alt  payment!  for  public  landa 
were  to  be  made  in  apecie,  with  one  exception,  for  a 
ahort  duration,  a  moat  ill  adviaed,  illegftl,  and  pernieioua 
measare.  In  principle  it  waa  wrong;  in  practice  i(  will 
favor  the  very  ipeculation  which  it  profesaei  to  endeavor 
to  Buppreas.  The  officer  who  iasued  it,  a«  if  conacious 
of  ita  obnoxioui  character,  ahelten  bimaelf  behind  the 
name  of  the  President. 

"  But  the  President  and  Secretary  bad  no  r^t  to 
pHMDulgate  any  aucb  order.  Ttie  bw  admiti  of  no  auch 
discrimination.  If  the  retohition  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1816,  continued  in  operation,  (and  tbe  adminiatration  on 
the  occasion  of  the  removal  of  the  depoaitea,  and  on  the 
present  occasion,  relies  upon  it  as  in  full  force,)  it  p^ve 
the  Secretary  no  such  discretion  as  he  has  exercised. 
That  resolution  required  and  directed  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  might  deem 
neceasary,  '  to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes, 
deblsi  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  parable 
to  the  United  States,  to  be  colleeted  and  paid  m  the  le* 
gal  currency  of  (he  United  SUtes,  or  Treasury  notes,  or 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  pro- 
vided and  declared,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  pay> 
able  and  paid  on  demand,  in  said  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States.'  This  resolution  was  restrictive  and  pro* 
bibitoTT  upon  the  Secretary  rnily  at  to  tbe  notes  of  banks 
not  redeemable  in  apeole  on  demand.  As  to  all  such 
notes,  he  was  forbidden  to  receive  them  from  and  after 
the  30th  of  February,  1817.  As  to  the  notes  of  banks 
which  vere  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  specie,  tbe 
resolution  was  not  merely  permissive,  it  waa  compulsory 
and  mandatory.  He  was  bound,  and  ia  yet  boum^  to  re* 
ceive  tbem,  ontil  CowreH  interftre.** 

Fran  the  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams, 
Mr.  B.  read  as  follows: 

"  PaiUDiuBiA,  Nonmhtr  11,1836. 

*'  Mt  Diak  Sib:  I  proceed  to  the  second  subject  of 
oar  conversation — the  preaent  slate  vi  the  currency— 
which  I  shall  treat  dispassionately,  as  an  abslnct  qoea* 
tiim  of  mere  ftnanee. 

**  Oar  pecuniary  condition  teems  to  be  •  atrange  an* 
onMly.  if  ben  Congress  adjourned,  it  left  the  country 
with  abun&nt  cropt^  and  high  nricea  for  tbem— wilb 
ereiy  branch  of  indutlry  flourishing,  and  with  more 
specie  than  we  ever  possessed  before — with  all  the  ele- 
ments of  universal  prosperity.  Not  one  of  these  has  un. 
dergone  the  slightest  change;  yet,  after  a  few  months, 
Congreae  will  reattemble,  and  find  tbe  whole  country 
auffieriiig  intense  pecuniary  distress.  Tbe  occasion  of 
thIiV      tiie  remedy  for  it,  rosy  well  oecupyour  thou|^tt. 

**  En  my  jodgment,  tbe  main  cause  of  it  is  the  raisman- 
agement  oT  the  revenue— mismanagement  in  two  re- 
spects: the  mode  of  executing  the  distribution  law,  and 
the  order  requiring  specie  for  the  public  lands. 

"  Such  a  messure  was  of  itself  sufficient  to  disorganixe 
the  currency.  Vut  it  waa  accompanied  by  another, 
which  armed  it  with  a  tenfold  power  of  miachief.  This 
was  the  Treasury  order  prohibiting  the  receipt  at  the 
Und  offices  of  any  thing  but  tpeeiei  an  act  whidi  seems 
»  oie  a  moat  wanton  abuse  of  power,  if  not  n  flagrant 
umrpation. 

"  The  whole  pecuniary  system  of  this  country,  that  to 
which,  next  to  its  freedom,  it  owes  its  prosperity,  is  the 
qntem  of  credit.  Our  ancestors  came  here  with  no  mo- 
neyi  but  with  fitr  better  thingft~witta  courage  and  indus- 
try) and  the  want  'of  capital  waatupirfied  by  their  mutual 
oonfidence.  Thitf  it  the  batia  of  our  whole  eommennal 
and  internal  industry.  The  Government  received  Its 
duties  on  eredit,  and  sold  ita  landa  on  credit.  When  the 
1^  of  land  -m  credit  becaoie  inconvenient,  from  the 


complication  of  accounts,  the  lands  were  sold  for  what 
is  termed  cash.  But  this  was  only  another  form  of  cred* 
it;  for  (be  banks,  by  lending  to  those  who  purchased 
landf,  took  tbe  place  of  the  Government  as  creditors, 
snd  the  Government  received  (heir  notes  at  equivalent 
to  specie,  becauae  always  convertible  into  specie.  Thia 
waa  the  usage;  this  may  be  regarded  as  tbe  law  of  tbe 
country.  By  the  resolution  -of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
30th  of  April,  1816,  it  was  declared  that  *no  duties, 
tsxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money  accruing  or  Incoming 
parable  to  tbe  United  Statea  as  aforeaaid,  ought  to  b« 
collected  or  received  otherwise  than  in  tbe  legu  curren- 
cy of  the  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  In  notes  of  banht 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  aaid  legal 
currency  of  the  United  States.* 

"This  resolution  presents  various  alternattvea — the 
legal  currency  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  tbe  Bank 
of  the  United  State%  or  notes  of  epecie-paying  banks.  A 
citizen  had  a  right  to  choose  any  one  of  tfaeae  modes  of 
payment.  He  had  as  much  right  to  pay  for  land  with 
the  note  of  a  specie-paying  bank,  as  to  pay  it  for  duties 
at  the  custom-house.  If  this  be  denied,  certainly  any 
one  of  them  might  be  accepted  by  the  Trensuryi  but  to 
proscribe  all  but  one — to  refuse  every  (bing  but  tbe  most 
difficult  thing — to  do  this  without  notice  of  the  approach- 
ing change  in  the  fundamental  system  of  our  dealings- 
is  an  act  ofgratuitoutoppreiMon. 

If  be  prolubita  the  receipt  of  any  thing  but  specie,  to 
correct  land  apeoulation^  he  may  make  the  tame  pro* 
hibition  at  to  (be  duties  on  hardwari,  or  broadelotn,  or 
wines,  whenever  bis  paternal  wisdom  shall  seeus  buying 
too  many  ahovela,  or  too  many  coats,  or  too  much  cham- 
pagne; and  thus  bring  tbe  entire  industry  of  thecountry 
under  his  control. 

"  It  remains  to  speak  of  the  remedy  of  these  evils. 
They  follow  obviously  the  causes  of  them.  The  causes 
are  tbe  injudicious  transfers  of  the  publie  money  a,  and  the 
Treaaury  order  about  specie. 

**  The  first  measure  of  relief,  therefore,  should  be  the 
instant  repeal  of  (be  Treasury  order  requiring  specie  for 
laiids)  tbe  second,  the  adoption  of  n  proper  lyitem  to 
execute  the  distribution  law. 

"These  meaaurea  would  restore  confidence  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  repose  m  at  least  as  many  days.  If  the 
Treatury  will  not  adopt  tbem  voluntarily,  Congreta 
should  immediately  command  it." 

From  these  documents,  said  Mr.  B.,  snd  from  tbe 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Ur.  Ewivo,]  the 
charges  which  are  made  against  President  Jackson,  and 
on  which  this  retohition  is  supported,  and  for  which  (he 
reeision  of  the  Treasury  order  is  demanded,  are,  first, 
a  Tiolation  of  the  laws;  secondly,  a  nolation  of  tbe  con- 
BtitaUon;  thirdly,  a  destruction  of  tbe  prosperity  of  the  i 
country.    Mr.  B.  would  join  issue  upon  each  of  these  * 
charges,  and  Uke  each  by  itself,  and  all  in  their  turn;  and  j 
first  of  tbe  illegality.   This  charge  was  bottomed  upon 
the  alleged  contravention  of  the  joint  resolution  of  ' 
April,  1816,  for  tbe  better  collection  of  tbe  public  rcve-  | 
niie,  and  although  partly  aet  out  both  in  the  Kentudy 
speech,  and  in  the  Phihdelpbia  letter,  he  preferred  to  I 
read  it  entire,  as  tbe  first  part,  though  merely  directory,  i 
yet  was  directory  in  the  essential  particular  of  showing  . 
who  waa  tu  be  the  active  agent  in  carryingthe  resolution  I 
into  effect.  j 

7%eJoini  resolution  of  1816. 

"  That  the  Secretatj  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  lucb  measures  as 
he  may  deen  neeeaiary,  to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
all  duties,  taxes^  debt^  or  sums  of  money,  accruing 
or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States,  to  be  collect- 
ed Md  paicTin  the  legal  eurieacjr  of^he  United  Statei  or 
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Treuury  rtotcs,  or  notes  of  tlie  Bank  of  the  United 
Stata  u  by  Itw  provided  ind  declared,  or  in  nolei  of 
banki  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand,  in  the 
laid  legal  currency  of  the  Uoited  Slatei;  and  that,  from 
and  after  the  3(Hb  day  of  februaiy  next,  no  such  duliei, 
tazci^  debta,  or  mmB  of  money,  accruing  or  becominic 
payable  to  the  United  Statei  aa  aforesaid,  ought  to  be 
collected  or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  legfal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes 
of  ttte  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  ia  the  nid  legal 
currency  of  the  United  States." 

This  is  the  law,  continued  Mr.  B.,  and  nothing  can  be 
plainer  than  the  right  of  selection  which  it  gives  to  the 
SecreUry  of  the  Treasury.  Four  different  media  are 
mentioned  in  which  the  revenue  may  be  collected,  and 
the  Secretary  is  made  the  actor,  the  agent,  and  the 
power,  by  which  the  eolleetion  is  to  be  efTecteA  He  ia 
to  do  it  in  one,  or  in  another.  He  nuy  choose  several, 
or  all,  or  two,  or  one.  All  are  in  the  disjunctive.  No 
two  are  joined  together,  but  all  are  disjoined,  and  pre- 
sented to  him  individually  and  separately.  It  is  clearly 
the  right  of  the  Secretai^  to  order  the  collections  to  be 
made  m  cither  of  tfae  four  media  mentioned.  That  the 
resolution  is  not  mandatory  in  favor  of  any  one  of  the  • 
Untt  ia  obrtoua  from  the  manner  in  which  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  are  mentiosed.  Tbey 
vers  to  be  received  as  then  provided  for  by  law;  for  the 
bank  charter  had  then  Just  passed)  and  the  14th  section 
bad  provided  for  the  reception  of  the  notes  of  this  in- 
stitation  until  Congress,  by  law,  ihould  direct  otherwise. 
The  right  of  the  institution  to  deliver  its  notes  in  pay. 
ment  of  the  revenue,  was  anterior  to  this  resolution,  and 
alwayi  beld  ooder  that  14th  sectioD,  never  under  this 
joint  resolutioni  and  when  that  section  was  repealed  at 
the  last  aeasion  of  this  Congress,  that  rarht  was  admitted  \ 
to  be  gone,  and  has  never  been  etairoed  since. 

The  wordaofihe  law  are  clear;  the  practice  under  it  hu 
been  uniform  and  uninterrupted  from  the  date  ofits  paa- 
sage  to  the  present  day.  For  twenty  years,  and  under 
ttiree  Preddents,  all  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treitury  hare 
acted  alike.  Each  baa  made  selections^  permitting  the 
notes  of  some  speoie-paying  banks  to  be  received,  and 
fmliidding  others.  Mr.  Crawford  did  it  tn  numerous  in- 
■tanceai  and  fierce  and  universal  aa  were  the  attacks  upon 
that  eminent  patriot,  during  the  preiidenlial  canvass  of 
1834,  no  human  being  ever  thought  of  charging  him 
with  illegality  in  this  respect.  Mr.  Rush  twice  made 
similar  selections,  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Ad- 
am^ and  no  one,  either  in  the  same  cabinet  with  liim, 
or  out  of  the  cabinet  against  him,  ever  complained  of  it. 
For  twenty  years  the  practice  baa  been  uniform;  and 
every  citizen  of  the  West  knoira  that  that  practice  was 
the  general,  though  not  universal,  exclusion  of  the  WesJ- 
em  specie-paying  bank  paper  from  the  Western  land 
officea.  Tliis  every  man  in  the  West  know%  and  knows 
that  that  general  exclusion  continued  down  to  the  day 
that  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States  ceased  to  be  the  de- 
poiilotT  of  tlw  publie  moneys,  it  was  that  event  which 
opened  tbe  door  to  the  receivability  of  State  bank  psper, 
which  has  since  been  enjoyed. 

Mr.  B.  then  approached  an  argument  which  he 
deemed  authoritirc  in  this  casei  it  was  the  34lh  article  of 
the  rules  artd  regulations  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
for  the  government  of  their  branchea.  It  was  made 
since  the  passage  of  ihe  joint  resolution  of  1816,  and  re- 
lated to  the  colleclioD  of  tbe  revenue  of  the  United 
SUtes.  It  made  short  work  with  tbe  notea  of  the  specie- 
paying  banks  of  the  Slater  excluding  the  notes  of  the 
whole  of  tbem  from  all  branches  of  the  revenue,  except 
of  such  banks  as  might  be  ntuated  in  the  same  place 
where  tbe  branch  bank  wa»  situated.  The  notea  of 
tbew  brandiea  alone  were  to  be  received  in  peymenti  if 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  required  others  to  be  re- 
ceived, they  would  not  be  taken  in  payment,  but  merely 
noted  as  a  special  dcposite  at  the  instance  of  the  Gov- 
ern ment.   This  is  Ihe  article: 

'*  Article  34.  Tbe  offices  of  disoount  and  dcposite 
shall  receive  in  payment  of  the  revenue  of  the  United 
States  the  notes  of  such  State  banks  as  redeemed  their 
engsgementa  with  specie,  and  provided  they  are  the 
notes  of  hanks  located  in  the  city  or  place  where  the 
office  receiving  them  is  established.  And  also  the  notes 
of  such  other  banki^  as  a  special  dcposite  on  behalf  of 
the  Government,  as  the  Secretary  of  Uie  Trea&ury  may 
require." 

Here  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  selection— 4  selection  by  which 
a  few  State  banks,  in  no  event exeecdiogthose  in  twenty- 
five  places,  for  there  were  never  more  than  twenty.ftre 
branches,  would  have  their  notes  received,  while  the 
mass  of  the  State  banki,  amounting  to  many  .hundreds, 
were  entirely  cut  off.  The  legality  of  this  selection  and 
exclusion  has  never  been  queationedt  yet  there  are  per- 
sons  who  deny  to  President  Jackson  the  right  of  making 
the  same  selectiont  and  who  must  stand  before  the  pub- 
lic as  denying  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the 
power  over  the  execution  of  the  laws  which  they  con- 
cede to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Ihe  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  it  might  well  be  supposed  that  he  hail 
now  BufBciently  repelled  Uiia  cbar^  of  illegality.  He 
certainly  deemed  the  charge  sufficiently  antweredi  but 
he  had  other  ailments  yet  to  use — arguments  belong- 
ing to  that  authoritative  clsss  to  which  he  bad  alluded, 
and  from  which  the  gentlemen  making  the  charge  can- 
not be  allowed  to  appeal.  It  would  he  recollected,  ha 
said,  that,  about  a  dozen  years  ago,  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  been  rused  to  Investigate 
certain  charges  against  the  then  Secretary  of  tbe  Treas- 
ury, that  hunted^own  and  persecuted  citizen,  William 
H.  Crawford.  These  charges  happened  to  involve  the 
point  now  in  discussion,  not  as  a  charge,  but  incidentally 
and  bistoricallyt  and  among  the  members  of  that  com- 
mittee there  happened  to  be  a  gentleman  who  was  the 
author  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  who  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  [Mr.  Wiasran,]  and  who  has  signified 
an  intention  to  speak  in  this  debate.  That  committee 
made  a  report,  purporting  to  be  the  uiuinimous  opinion 
of  tbe  bodyi  and  from  that  report  an  extract  will  now  be 
read: 

*'  At  tbe  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  (joint, 
of  1816,)  debts  accruing  to  the  United  States,  whether 
on  account  of  the  sales  of  public  lands,  or  at  the  custom- 
house, or  from  any  other  source  of  revenue,  were  in 
fact  received  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  but  evident- 
ly in  disregard  of  the  law,  in  the  notes  of  the  State 
banks  vbidi  did  not  redeem  their  paper  by  cub  pay- 
ments. By  this  resolution  it  was  obvioudy  made  tbe 
duty  of  the  SecreUiy  of  the  Treasury  to  correct  that 
departure  from  law  as  soon  as  practicable)  and  it  was, 
as  is  equally  obvious,  imperative  on  the  Department^ 
after  the  30th  of  Februanr,  1817,  to  allow  nothing  to  be 
received  in  payment  of  debta  due  to  the  United  States, 
but  the  legal  money  of  the  United  States,  Treuury 
notes,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ihe  United  States,  or  those 
of  State  banks,  the  notes  of  which  were  payable  and 
paid  on  demand  in  specie.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  was  incorporated  in  April,  1816,  &c.  In  ..the 
early  part  of  the  year  1817,  it  is  represented  by  the 
Secretary,  and  appears  to  be  true,  thst  an  arrangjfment 
waa  made  with  Ihe  Bink  of  the  United  Stales,  by  which 
tbe  ptdilic  funds  were  to  be  deposited  in  the  branchea  uS 
ibat  Institution  in  all  plaeea  where  such  branches  existedi 
and  where  there  were  no  such  branches,  that  bank  was 
to  designate  certain  Slate  banks  for  which  it  would  be 
responsibly  and  in  which  such  public  nwneyi  would  be 
deposited;  and  notes  of  all  banks  vtiieh  the  Bank  of  tbe 


Digitized  by 


27 


GALES  &  SEATON*S  REGISTER 


28 


SXKATB.] 


TreoMury  CircuJar. 


[Dkc.  19,  1836. 


United  Stttei  would  receive  in  depoaite  as  cash,  and 
none  other,  were  to  be  received  on  aalea  of  public  lands. 
It  ii  further  represented  that,  in  the  execution  of  this 
engaf^ment,  difficulties  and  contrOTcraies  arose  between 
the  United  SUtes  Bank  and  the  State  banks  thus  em* 
pitted  in  receiving  the  deiiontef  of  the  public  moneys; 
and  ere  long  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  signified  to 
the  Department  of  the  Treaiary  that  it  could  not  con- 
tinue inch  arrangement;  and  that  thenceforward  it  could 
receive  nothing  in  deposite,  as  caah,  but  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  or  its  own  notes.  The  agreement 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  terminated,  for  these 
reasoM,  on  the  30th  June,  1818.  About  this  period, 
also,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  iaiued  orders  pro- 
hibiting its  Western  branches  from  issuing  anv  of  Hieir 
own  notes  for  circulation,  even  in  exchange  for,  or  on 
deposite  of,  specie."  •  *  •  "That  in- 
stitution (the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtea)  is  indeed  bound 
to  give  the  necessary  facilities  for  transferring  the  pub- 
lic funds  from  place  to  place;  but  this  can  only  mean 
cash  funds;  snd  it  is  bound  sUo  to  receive  money  on  de- 
posite for  the  United  Statest  bat  it  is  not  bound  to  re- 
ceive in  deposite,  as  cash,  the  bills  of  any  bank  what- 
ever but  its  own,  aUhough  they  may  come  within  the 
■proviaions  of  the  act  <^1816." 

This,  Mr.  President,  continued  Mr.  B.,  was  in  1824. 
It  wu  eight  years  after  the  joint  resolution  of  1816  had 
passed,  and  two  years  after  the  author  of  the  tetter  to 
Mr.  Aoam^  which  has  been  read,  came  to  the  presiden- 
ey  of  that  institution.  It  i>,  therefore,  the  report  of 
ftanisctions  to  which  he  wu  privy  and  a  party.  The 
report  speaks  historically,  in  reciting  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  the  Treuury  and  the  directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  by  which,  among 
other  things^  the  selection  of  the  Stale  bank  notes  re- 
ceivable in  payment  of  the  public  lands  wss  to  be  left  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  none  should  be  re- 
ceived except  such  u  that  bank  would  agree  to  credit 
as  specie;  that  afterwards  the  bank  reee£d  from  that 
•grecment,  and  refused  to  receive  any  State  bank  notes 
wbaterer,  taking  nothing  but  gold  and  ailver  coin,  and 
its  own  notes;  and  finally  refuMd  lo  issue  its  own  notes 
in  the  West,  even  in  exchange  for  specie!  snd  thus  left 
nothing  but  apecie  to  be  received;  and  after  making 
these  recitals,  the  oommittee  conclude  with  the  exprea< 
fkm  of  their  own  opinion  of  the  law,  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  not  bound  to  receive  in  deposite,  as 
eaab,  the  bills  of  any  State  bank  whatever,  although 
they  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1816. 

These  are  the  recitals,  and  this  the  opinion  of  that 
committee,  and  certainly  they  are  correct,  botli  in  the 
narration  and  in  the  judgment.  What,  then,  becomes  of 
this  charge  of  illegality  in  the  Woodford  speech,  and 
this  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  thus  confuted  and  invalidated 
by  the  conduct  of  the  bank  itself?  And  what  becomes 
of  the  pretended  injury  of  all  those  Western  banks  in 
havihg  their  notes  excluded  under  an  order  from  Presi- 
dent Jackson,  when  they  had  been  previously  excluded 
for  nearly  twenty  years  under  the  orders  nf  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes?  Why  not  com- 
plain  before'  Why  not  apply  to  Congress  to  rescind  the 
order  of  the  bank  president,  as  Ihcy  now  apply  for  the 
reaeirion  of  the  order  of  the  President  of  the  Union '  And 
theftpliliciansand  presaea  which  have  lavished  denunci- 
ations upon  President  Jackson,  and  wept  salt  tears  over 
the  wrongs  of  these  banks,  and  the  oppressions  of  the 
peopir,  nn  sccount  of  the  specie  order,  where  were 
tho^e  tears  and  thoae  denunciations  when  the  president 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  gave  previously  the 
tame  order  n  nuui^  yeaiv  before,  and  enforced  it  up  to 
the  day  of  the  reitto.val  of  the  depositesf  The  ftct  is, 
and  all  the  InhaMlants  of  the  new  Slates  know  it,  that  lo- 
cal bank  paper,  with  few  and  itlnted  exceptions,  wu 


excluded  from  all  the  land  offices,  from  the  establishnent 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  down  to  October,  1833. 
During  that  long  interval,  scarcely  any  thing  was  re- 
ceived but  specie,  or  United  SUtes  Bank  notes.  I/ical 
bank  paper  was  in  a  slate  of  general  and  permanent  ex- 
clusion almost  the  whole  lime,  and  the  whole  country 
was  quiet  and  contented.  No  complaint;  no  charge  of 
illegality  t  no  cry  of  oppreasion;  no  pretext  of  ruin  on  the 
part  of  the  banks;  no  lamentations  and  denunciations  on 
the  part  of  politicians.  But  the  instant  that  President 
Jackson  has  done  what  the  president  of  the  Iwnk  d>d| 
the  moment  he  has  restored  things  to  their  former  foot* 
ing,  and  pnt  back  local  bank  paper  to  the  state  of  exclu- 
sion in  which  it  had  rested  under  the  sdministration  of 
both  bis  predeeeasors,  that  instant  the  storm  of  rage  and 
grief  breaks  out.  A  new  impeschment  must  be  got  up; 
a  new  panic  must  be  excited;  the  Senate  chamber  is 
again  lo  become  the  laboratory  of  alarm;  and  a  new  cho- 
rus must  become  the  burden  of  the  song — that  the  specie 
order  made  the  distress,  and  nothing  can  relieve  the  dis- 
treu  but  the  rescislon  of  the  order,  or  the  rechsrter  of 
the  bank! 

Surely  we  have  accumulated  proof  enough  upon  this 
point;  surely  there  Is  no  necessity  for  any  thing  to  refute 
this  charge,  and  to  establish  the  legality  of  this  Treasury 
order.  But  other  proof  is  at  hand,  and,  though  unneoes* 
sary,  it  shall  be  used.  High  as  is  the  authority  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  1834,  and  close  aa  it  is  to  the 
point,  there  is  yet  a  higher  authority,  and  still  closer  to 
the  point,  yet  to  be  adduced;  for  it  is  the  authority  of  the 
same  author  of  the  resolution,  and  that  before  the  ques- 
tion was  raised,  and  while  the  resolution  was  on  its  pas- 
sage; and  in  which  he  not  only  understood  them,  ss 
shown  afterwards  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  but  in  which  lie  went  farther, 
and  expressed  his  fear  that  the  whole  good  effect  of  the 
resolution  might  be  lost,  if  the  Treasury  Uepsrtment 
should  not  execute  it  precisely  as  that  Department,  un- 
der the  splendid  and  benefioent  adminiitration  of  Preai- 
dent  Jackaon,  had  done  I 

ExtraeU  from  Mr.  WihtUr'a  apteA  in  the  Houtt  of  Sea- 
reamtaiivtB,  April  3^  1816,  on  tht  na^utien  qfftred  by 
him  for  the  more  effisdwit  mlbdien  of  l&e  revenue  in  the 
Ittwfttt  money  of  t&e  eounfry. 

*'  Mr.  W.  said  he  felt  it  to  be  hia  duty  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  once  more  to  the  subject  of  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  and  to  present  the  resolutions 
which  he  had  submitted.  He  had  been  the  more  in- 
clined to  do  this,  from  an  apprehension  that  the  rejec- 
tion, yesterday,  of  the  bill  which  had  been  introduced, 
might  be  construed  into  an  abandonment,  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  of  all  hope  of  remedying  the  existii^  evil* 
He  had  had,  it  was  true,  lome  objections  ag^nst  pro* 
ceedtng  by  way  of  bill,  becaose  the  case  was  not  one  In 
which  the  law  was  deficient,  but  one  in  which  the  exe- 
cution of  the  Uw  was  deficient.  *  *  The  situation  of 
the  country,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  in  regard  to  the  collection 
of  its  revenues,  is  most  deplorable.  With  a  perfectly 
sound  legal  currency,  the  national  retenuea  are  not  col- 
lected in  this  currency,  but  in  paper  of  various  sorts,  and 
various  degrees  of  value.  *  *  It  is  quite  clear  that  by  . 
the  statute  all  duties  and  taxes  are  required  lo  be  paid  in 
the  legal  money  of  the  United  State%  or  in  Treasury 
notes,  agreeably  to  a  recent  provision.  It  is  just  as  clear 
that  the  law  has  been  disregarded,  and  that  the  notes  of 
the  banks  of  a  hundred  different  descriptions,  and  almoat 
as  many  different  values,  have  been  received,  and  are 
still  received,  where  the  statute  requires  legal  money  or 
Treasury  notes  to  be  paid.  *  *  There  are  tome  po- 
litical evils  which  are  seen  aa  soon  aa  they  are  dangei^ 
ous,  and  which  alarm  at  once  as  well  the  people  aa  the 
GorerncBent.   Wars  and  invasions,  therefore,  are  not 
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ilmyi  the  mott  certain  destroyert  or  n»tional  profperU 
ty.   Tbej  come  in  no  quei(ion«bte  shape.    They  an- 
nounce iheir  own  approach,  and  the  general  safely  is 
preserved  by  the  general  alarm.    Not  so  with  the  evils 
of  a  debased  coin,  a  depreciated  paper  currency,  or  a 
depressed  and  falling  pubKo  credit.    Not  so  with  the 
plausible  and  insidious  nUschiefs  or  a  paper  money  sya- 
teaa.   Thoe  insinuftle  themselrea  in  the  shape  of  hcilU 
tie^  accofumodation,  and  relief.    They  hold  out  the 
noil  fa]Iaeioa&  hope  of  an  easier  payment  of  debts,  and 
a  lighter  burden  of  taxation.   It  is  easy  for  a  portion  of 
the  people  to  imagine  that  Government  may  properly 
continue  to  receive  depreciated  paper,  because  they 
have  received  it,  and  because  it  ia  more  convenient  to 
obt«n  it  than  to  obtain  other  psper  or'speeie.    But  on 
ttiese  iubjectB  it  is  that  Government  ought  to  exercite  its 
own  peculiar  wisdom  and  caution.  It  is  supposed  to  pos- 
sets, on  subjects  of  this  nature,  somewhat  more  of  fore- 
sight than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  individuals.  It  is  bound 
to  forsee  the  evil  before  every  man  feels  it,  and  to  take 
all  necessary  measures  to  guard  against  it,  althougb  they  i 
may  be  measures  attended  with  some  difficulty,  and  not 
witfiout  some  temporary  inconvenience.   •   •   •  •  • 
TIm  only  power  whieb  the  Government  poateisei  of  re- 
itrnninf  tne  issuea  of  the  State  banks,  is  to  refuse  timr 
'notes  in  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury.   This  power  it 
ean  exercise  now,  or  at  least  provide  now  for  exercising 
it  in  reasonable  time,  because  the  currency  of  some  part 
of  the  country  is  yet  sound,  and  the  evil  Is  not  yet  uni- 
versal.   *   *    But  1  have  expressed  my  belief  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  and  I  now  repeat  the  opinion,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trctaury,  on  the 
return  of  peace,  to  have  returned  to  the  legal  and  proper 
mode  of  collecting  the  revenue.     *     *     *     It  ean 
bardly  be  doubted  that  the  influence  of  the  Treasury 
could  hare  effected  all  this.    If  not,  it  could  have  with- 
drawn the  deposites,  and  the  countenance  of  Gov- 
ernment, from  institutiona  which,  against  all  rule  and 
all  propriety,  were  holding  great  sums  in  Government 
ttoGk%  nnd  imking;  enormout  profits  from  the  nreu* 
lation  of  fheir  own  diAonored  paper.    That  whieb 
was  most  wanted  wai  the  dcaignation  of  a  time  for  the 
corresponding  operation  of  banks  of  different  pUces. 
This  could  hiVe  been  made  by  the  head  of  the  Trea<. 
ory  better  tban  by  any  body,  or  every  body  else. 
*  *   *   This  Government  has  a  right.  In  all  cases,  to 
protect  its  own  revenues,  and  to  guard  them  against  de- 
ftlcalion  or  bad  and  depreciated  paper.    It  Is  bound,  also, 
toeolleettbetaxeidftbepcopleonaumfiwms^Btem.  *  * 
As  to  the  opinion  advanced  byaome,  tbat  the  object  of  the 
resolution  cannot,  in  any  way,  be  answered— that  the 
revenues  c&nnot  be  collected  otherwise  than  they  now 
are,  in  the  paper  of  any  and  every  banking  association 
which  chooaea  to  issue  paper,  it  cannot  for  a  moment  be 
attempted.    *   *   The  thing,  therefore,  is  to  be  done; 
at  any  rate  it  it  to  be  attempted.    That  it  will  be  ac- 
emnplished  by  the  Treasury  Department,  without  the 
interference  of  Congress,  1  have  no  belief.    IF  from  that 
scarce  no  reformation  came,  when  reformation  waseaay, 
it  ia  not  now  to  be  expected.    Espeeiany  after  the  vote 
of  yesterday,  those  whose  interest  it  is  to  continue  the 
present  state  of  things  will  arm  themselvea  with  the  au- 
thority of  Congress.    They  will  justify  themselves  by 
the  decision  of  this  House.    Tbey  will  say,  and  say 
truly,  that  ibia  House,  having  taken  up  the  aubject,  and 
discussed  it,  has  not  thought  fit  so  much  as  to  decUre 
that  it  is  expedient  even  to  relieve  the  country  or  its 
revenues  from  a  paper  money  system.   *   *   But  while 
some  gentlemen  oppote  these  resolutions,  because  they 
fix  a  time  too  near,  others  think  they  fix  a  duy  too  dis- 
tant.   In  my  own  judgment,  it  is  not  so  material  what 
the  time     u  it  i*  to  fix  a  time.    The  great  object  is, 
tint  fmr  lepil  ourreecy  is  tg  be  preserved,  end  that  we 


are  not  to  embark  on  the  ocean  of  paper  money.  *  * 
I  cannot  say,  indeed,  that  this  resolution  will  certainly 
produce  the  desired  end.  It  may  fail.  Its  mecesi^  as 
18  obvious,  must  essentially  depend  on  the  oourae  pnr- 
sued  by  the  Treasury  Department." 

Having  disposed  of  the  charge  of  illegality,  Mr.  B. 
took  up  that  of  the  unctmatitutionality  of  the  Treaaury 
order.  He  reed  from  the  published  speech  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  ObiOk  [Hr.  Ewlae,]  as  found  in  a  revised 
form  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  the  apectfio  allega- 
tion of  this  alleged  uncoiutitutionality,  which  ran  thua: 
**  There  is  a  provision  in  the  constitution  directly  in 
the  face  of  this  order.  Those  who  drew  up  the  order 
■eemed  to  have  been  eware  of  it,  and  to  have  avoided 
employing  the  wme  worda  aa  are  used  in  the  article  of 
the  constUutiont  but  It  ia  not,  therefore,  any  the  leas 
in  vioUtion  of  its  provisions.  The  confttitulion  declarei 
tiiat  this  citizens  of  each  of  the  United  States  sliall  tn- 
joy  all  the  privileg«s  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  of 
the  several  States;  even  the  Slates  themselves  cannot 
discriminate.  But  this  order  gives  to  the  citizens  of 
one  State  a  privilege  which  the  citizens  of  no  other 
State  are  allowed  to  enjoy—that  of  paying  for  public 
land  in  the  ordinary  currency  of  the  countiy.  Witlr- 
lome  this  argument  will  here  but  little  cfi'eet,  especially 
as  it  is  directed  against  an  ejcccutive  act;  but  it  is  not 
therefore  the  less  sound.'* 

Hr.  B.  said  there  waa  an  error  in  the  quotation  in  thia 
place,  and  not  only  in  the  quotation,  but  in  the  gentle- 
man's head  also.    The  eonslilution  was  erroneously 
quoted  by  the  gentleman,  and  that  error  had  pervaded 
hia  argument;  and,  if  followed  out  to  its  legitimate  coa- 
cludons,  would  present  a  picture  of  the  rarest  absurdi- 
ties and  impossibilitiea.    The  quotation  sayi,  "the  citi- 
zens of  each  State  of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  of  the  sev. 
eral  States."   The  constitution  said,  **  all  the  privileges 
and  immunitiet  of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  Tho 
error  of  the  quotation  was  in  using  the  definite  article 
the,  and  the  preporilmn  ofi  and  this  error  unhinged  the 
meaning  of  the  cbuae,  and  conducted  the  argument  off 
on  a  track  whiob  would  lead  into  boundless  confusion. 
The  clause,  as  it  stands  in  the  constitution,  is  genernl 
and  indefinite,  clearly  meaning  that  the  States  were  to 
treat  each  other's  citizens  aa  members  of  the  same  gen- 
eral Government,  and  not  as  aliens.    The  quotation,  and 
the  argument  upon  it,  give  Individuality  and  parliculari- 
ty  to  this  general  right;  and,  by  giving  to  the  citizens 
of  each  State  the  rigbu  of  the  citizens  of  all  the  other 
States,  aboliabe*  at  •  blow  all  Stale  lines,  and  makes 
one  consolidated  Government  of  the  whole  Union. 
Thus,  by  this  reading,  whatever  any  citizen  can  do  in 
his  own  State,  every  citizen  of  every  Stale  in  the  Uiuon 
may  come  there  and  do  alao — vote  with  himi  hold  oflicea 
with  him;  exercise  licensed  trades  and  professions  witli 
himt  contend  with  him  for  the  honors  and  emoluments 
of  the  State,  without  owing  it  allegiance,  or  paying  it  a 
tax,  or  rending  within  its  limits.    What  scenes  this 
would  give  rise  to!    What  crusading  visits  or  visitations, 
at  the  successive  elections!    Whole  Slates  Wou'd  pre- 
cipitate themselves  in  masses  upon  their  neigliborw! 
Some  zealous  partisans  by  aid  of  stesm  cars,  and  race 
horses,  and  flying  chariots,  might  succeed  in  votiiif  In 
every  State  in  the  Union!    Suppose  the  gentleman  Ivai 
right,  and  this  grand  seeiet  bad  been  found  out  before 
the  late  preudenlial  election,  what  a  moving  flood  of 
living  heads  we  should  have  seen!  such  as  has  never 
-been  beheld  since  Xerxes  crossed  the  Hellcapunt,  or, 
Peter  the  Hermit  led  his  countless  liost  to  the  Holy 
Land!    But  it  will  not  dn.   The  definite  article  Me,  and 
the  prepoattion  of,  which  figure  in  the  gentleman's  q.uo- 
tation,  and  rule  hia  argument,  are  not  In -/Ae  eonstilii- 
tioni  and  so  the  citiseoi  of  every  State  are  not  to  enjo» 
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the  righti  itid  inusutiiiiet  of  tke  citima  of  every  other 
Stetr.  Little  llehwve 'm  not  to  give  two  miluons  of 
votCB  at  the  next  praidenlial  election!  Punaing  bit 
error,  the  gentlemn  sayi  the  States  thenaelvee  cannot 
diacriminate  between  the  ri(;hti  of  their  own  citizens 
and  those  of  other  States.  But  we  all  know  that  they 
•n,ftndtbat  tlieydodiscriminale.  Erery  election  proves 
it)  every  tenure  of  office  proves  it|  many  trades  and 

erofeaaiunB  prove  ift  the  requiring  or  dispensing  with 
lit  provei  it;  the  whole  disthiotian  between  weigo 
end  domestic  attacbment  ii  founded  upon  tbla  diserim^na- 
tint.  Truly*  the  gentleman  must  choose  between  his 
pride  and  ah  patriottmi — between  bis  speech  and  his 
country;  for  h;s  error  must  be  f4tal  to  his  argument,  or 
fttal  to  the  States. 

•  Another  branch  of  the  constitution  asalgned  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Kwive]  ii  the  temporary  dis- 
crimination between  paymenu  from  settlers  and  Bpecu< 
latora.    He  insists  that  all  should  hare  the  privilege  of 
paying  in  paper  money.    Now,  the  eonatitation  m  the 
United  States  docs  not  recognise  paper  for  moneyi  it 
does  not  recngniae  the  existence  of  such  currencyi  it  is 
in  vain,  then,  to  talk  of  violations  of  the  constitution  on 
Buch  a  point.    Agxin,  if  it  be  unconstitutional  to  dis- 
criminate between  revenue  payment^  then  Congress 
cannot  do  it{  and  yet  CongresB  has  done  it,  and  that  in 
rebtiofl  to  the  landa  themselrea.    In  March,  1833,  an 
act  was  pasBcd  to  make  the  foreign  gold  coins  of  England, 
France,  Spain,  and  Portugal  receivable  in  payment  of 
the  public  lands.    This  was  a  discrimination,  and  an  ex- 
ceptiont  for  an  act  of  1819  had  illegalized  the  circulation 
of  foreign  coins.    But  the  discrimination  which  excites 
greateat  complaint  is  that  between  the  classes  of  the  pur- 
chaser^between  the  settlers  and  the  speculators.  What 
clause  of  the  constitution  is  to  he  relied  upon  to  frvor 
these  apeculators.'    It  b  presumed  it  will  be  as  hard  to 
find  their  names  as  the  name  of  paper  money  in  that  in- 
strument.   But,  in  one  respect  at  least,  they  seem  to  be 
in  a  favorable  way;  they  are  gaining  new  friends,  and 
6nc)in);  advocates  and  protectors  in  those  who  denounced 
and  stigmatized  them  six  months  ago!    They  are  now 
in  the  hug  of  those  whose  kicks  they  received  a  few 
short  months  ago.   But  there  is  a  distinction,  founded  In 
the  nature  of  thmgs,  and  recognised  by  laws,  between  the 
settler  and  the  speentetor.   One  is  a  meritorious  class, 
deserving  the  faVQr  of  all  Oovemments)  the  other  is  a 
pestilential  and  injurious  class,  discountenanced  every 
where.    The  first  report  ever  made  under  the  Federal 
Government  for  the  sale  of  our  public  landa  recognised 
this  distinction.  It  was  made  by  Oenrral  Hamilton,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treawry,  in  the  year  179^  and  is  explicit* 
ly  to  (he  point.    Tliis  it  an  extract  from  the  report: 

V  That,  in  the  formation  of  a  plan  for  the  disposition 
of  ihe  vacant  lands  of  the  United  States,  there  appear  to 
be  two  leading  objects  of  consideration:  one  the  fiicility 
of  advantageous  sales  according  to  the  probable  course 
of  purchases;  the  other  the  accommodBtioh  of  individuals 
now  inhabiting  the  Western  country,  or  who  may  here- 
after  emigrate  thither.  The  former,  as  an  operation  of 
finance,  claimB  primary  attention  i  the  latter  is  important, 
as  It  relates  to  the  aatufaetion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Western  country.  It  is  desirable,  and  does  not  appear 
tmpraclicable,  to  conciliBte  both.  PurchaBers  may  be 
contemplated  in  three  claases:  moneyed  individuals  and 
companies,  who  will  buy  to  sell  again;  asanciations  of 
persons,  who  intend  to  make  setlleroents  themselvea{ 
■single  penona  or  families,  now  resident  in  the  Wesiem 
country,  or  who  may  emigrate  there  hereafter.  The 
two  first  will  be  frequently  bTchded,  and  will  always 
want  eoniiderablc  tractst  the  last  will  generally  purchase 
small  quantities.  Hence  a  plan  for  the  sale  of  the  We  st- 
ern  lands,  while  it  may  have  a  due  regard  to  the  last, 
should  be  calculated  to  obtain  all  the  advantages  which 
fitj  b«  dcrifcd  from  tb«  iwo  flrat  cImki." 


ThuB(8aid  Mr.  B.)  the  discrimination  between  settlers 
and  speculators,  and  between  residenta  and  non-rcBi- 
dents^  is  as  old  as  the  firat  plan  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
landBf  and  with  theae  distinctioni  the  legblation  of  Crni* 
gress  haa  corresponded  from  that  day  down  (o  the  time 
when  proiipsitions  were  made  for  dividing  the  proceeds 
of  the  lands.  Up  to  that  day  pre-emptions  were  granted 
to  aettlers;  since  that  day  there  has  been  a  strenuous  op- 
position to  Buch  grants.  The  new  policy  ia,  not  to  settle 
the  country  with  meritorioua  farmers,  but  to  fill  the 
Treasury  with  paper  money  for  (bstribution.  Foimerly 
aettlers  were  favoredt  and  hence  the  set  lied  fegislation 
of  the  country  for  above  forty  years.    The  statute  book 
contains  nearly  fifty  lawB  in  btvor  of  pre-empliona.  They 
begin  in  1793,  and  coniiiue  down  to  about  1830.  Six 
or  eight  of  these  lawB  were  applicable  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  may  easily  be  found  under  the  hesd  of  *'  pre- 
emptions," in  the  volume  of  laws  relating  to  the  public 
lands.    The  pre-emption  lyitem,  thus  founded  in  ■dia' 
tinction  resting  on  the  nature  of  things  recognis«d  ia 
General  Hamilton's  report,  and  practised  upon  for 
above  fcNty  years  by  Congress,  makcB  two  discrimina- 
tions— one  aa  to  classes  of  purchasers,  (he  other  aa  to 
price.    The  pre-emptioner  was  a  re«dentt  he  paid  the 
minimum  price,  without  competition  at  auction  sales. 
Now,  if  these  distinctions  are  unconstitutional,  Congress 
could  not  make  themi  if  they  were  anjuat  or  unwise^ 
forty  years*  legislation  would  not  have  recognised  them. 
Sir,  (said  Ur.  B.)  the  Treasury  tircular,  in  makii^  this 
diacrimination,  only  conforms  to  General  Hamilton's  re- 
port, to  forty  years*  legislation,  and  to  the  common  aenae 
and  common  justice  or  all  mankind.    It  haa  the  sanction 
ofreaaon,  law,  time,  and  precedent)  and  the  only  reaaon 
why  it  ia  attacked,  ia  because  we  live  in  timea  when 
nothing  that  President  Jaeknn  can  do,  or  not  do,  can 
escape  attack. 

Hr.  B.  hiiving  now  fully  answered,  and,  at  he  betiered, 
entirely  refuted,  the  legal  and  conatitutional  objection  to 
the  Treasury  order,  would  take  up  the  other  branch  of 
the  general  charge,  namely,  the  ruinous  and  pernicious 
effect  of  the  orderupon  the  banks,  buaineas,  prosperity, 
confidence,  and  industry  of  the  country.   The  news  of 
all  this  approaching  calamity  waa  given  out  in  advance 
in  the  Kentucky  apeecb  and  the  Philadelphia  letter*  al> 
ready  referred  tot  end  the  fact  of  iU  positive  advent  and 
actual  presence  was  voudted  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  EwiHo]  on  the  last  day  that  the  Senate  was  in  sea- 
sion.    I  do  not  permit  myself  (said  Hr.  B.)  to  bandy  con* 
tradictory  asKverations  and  debatable  assertions  across 
this  floor.    I  choose  rather  to  nuke  an  issue,  and  to  test 
aaaertion  by  the  application  of  evidence.    In  this  way  I 
will  proceed  at  present.    I  will  take  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  (he  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  be-ng 
ofHcial  in  this  case,  and  most  authoritative  in  the  diBtress 
department  of  this  combined  movement  against  Presi- 
dent Jackson.    Ife  announces,  in  November,  the  forth- 
coming of  the  national  calamity  in  Decemberj  and  after 
charging  part  of  this  niin  and  mischief  on  the  mode  of 
executing  what  he  ostentatiously  stylcB  the  diatrihution 
law,  when  there  is  no  such  law  in  the  country,  he  goea 
on  to  charge  the  remainder,  being  trn<fold  more  tlwn  the 
former,  upon  the  Treasury  order,  which  excludei  paper 
money  from  the  land  offices.    Here  is  his  picture  of  dis- 
tress: 

"The  commercial  community  were  thus  taken  by  sur- 
prise. The  interior  banks  making  uo  loans,  and  con- 
verting their  Atlantic  funds  into  specie,  the  debl»ra  in 
the  interior  could  make  no  remittances  to  the  merchanta 
in  the  Atlantic  cities,  who  are  thuB  thrown  for  support 
on  the  banks  of  those  cities  at  a  moment  when  they  are 
unable  to  afford  relief,  on  account  of  ibe  very  abstrac- 
tion of  their  specie  to  the  West.  The  creditor  States 
not  only  receive  no  money,  but  ihtajaoney  is  carried 
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iwsy  tottie  debtor  SMei,  who,  m  turn,  cannot  use  it, 
either  to  pay  old  engngements  or  to  contract  new.  By 
thia  unnatural  process  (he  specie  of  New  York  and  the 
other  commercial  cities  ia  piled  up  in  the  Western  Statest 
not  circulated,  not  UMd,  but  lield  as  •  defence  against 
the  Trraatiry  ;  and  while  the  West  cannot  use  it,  the 
East  ii  suffering  for  the  want  of  it.  The  remit  is,  Uiat 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  West  and  the 
Atlantic  is  almost  wholly  suspended,  and  the  Few  opera- 
liong  which  are  made  are  burdened  with  (he  most  ex- 
travagant expense.  In  November,  183<I,  the  interest  of 
money  has  risen  to  twenty-four  per  cent.  {  merchanU  are 
•lru|fgling  to  preserve  their  crei]it  by  ruinous  saerlficest 
and  It  costs  five  or  six  times  asmucbtotransmit  funds  from 
the  West  and  Soutbwett,  as  it  did 'm  November.  1835, 
or  '34,  or  '33.  Thus,  while  the  exchanges  with  all  the 
world  are  in  our  fsvor,  while  Europe  is  sTarmed,  and  the 
Bank  of  England  itself  uneasy  at  ine  qutntity  of  iptcie 
we  possess,  we  are  suffering,  because,  from  mere  mis- 
management, the  whok  ballast  of  the  currency  is  shifted 
from  one  side  of  the  vessel  to  the  other."  •  •  • 
**Inthe  absence  of  good  reuons  fiir  these  measures, 
and  as  a  pretext  far  them,  it  is  said  that  the  country  baa 
overtraded,  that  the  banks  hsve  over-issued,  and  that  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands  have  been  very  extravagant 
I  am  not  struck  by  the  truth  or  (he  propriety  of  tfaese 
eomplaintE. " 

"  Now  the  fact  i^,  that,  at  this  moment,  the  ezchanres 
are  all  in  favor  of  tbia  countryi  that  is,  you  can  buy  a  bill 
of  exchange  on  a  foreign  country  cheaper  thsn  you  can 
send  specie  to  that  country.  Accordingly,  much  specie 
has  come  in — none  goes  outt  this,  too,  at  a  moment 
when  the  exchange  for  the  last  crop  is  exhausted,  and 
thtt  of  the  new  crop  has  not  yet  come  into  the  market) 
and  when  we  are  pn  the  point  of  sending  to  Europe  the 
produce  of  the  country,  to  the  amount  of  eighty  or  one 
tundred  millions  of  d-illars.  How,  (ben,  has  the  coun- 
try overtraded'  Exchange  with  all  the  world  is  in  fa. 
Torof  New  York."         *         «         ♦         ♦  * 

"The  people  of  the  United  States,  throirgh  (heir  rep- 
resentatives^ rechartered  that  institution.  But  the  Exe- 
cutive, discontented  with  ita  independence,  rejected  the 
act  of  Congren,  and  the  favorite  topic  of  declamation 
was,  that  ttie  States  would  make  bank%  and  that  these 
banks  ctHild  create  a  better  system  of  currency  and  ex- 
changes. The  States  sccordingly  mtde  b«nkt|  snd  then 
followed  idle  parades  about  the  loans  of  these  banks, 
and  their  large  dealings  in  exchange.  And  what  is  the 
consequence?  The  Bank  uf  the  United  States  has  not 
ceased  to  exist  more  than  seven  months,  and  atresdy 
the  whole  currency  and  exchanges  are  running  into  inex- 
tricable confusion,  and  the  industry  of  the  country  is 
burdened  with  extravagant  charges  on  all  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  of  the  Union."  -        •  * 

"In  tbc  mean  time,  all  forbfaranoe  and  calmness 
should  be  maintained.  There  is  great  reason  for  anx- 
iety— none  whatever  for  alarm t  and  with  mutual  confi- 
dence and  courage,  the  country  msy  yet  be  able  to  de- 
fend itself  against  (he  Government.  In  that  struggle  my 
own  poor  efforu  shall  not  be  wanting.  1  go  for  the 
counby,  wboerer  ntle^t.  1  go  fbr  the  country,  best 
loted  aben  worst  governed— and  it  will  sfTord  me  nr 
more  gratification  to  assist  in  repairing  wrongs,  than  to 
triumph  over  those  who  inflict  them." 

Here  (said  Mr.  B  )  is  a  wuful  picture  of  distress, 
drawn  in  the  same  colors  in  which  the  ume  pictures 
were  drawn  in  1833.  But  is  it  a  true  picture?  and,  if  it  is 
true,  what  bas  caused  it  7  To  these  questions  the  an- 
swers are  plain:  first,, that  the  picture  is  not  true,  ex- 
cept in  places  where  the  Bank  pf  (be  United  Statea  and 
its  affiliated  banks  have  power  to  make  it  soi  and,  sec- 
ondly, that  whatever  real  distress  is  felt  in  some  places, 
ii  occasioned  by  the  deposile  act  of  tbe  last  setrion,  and 
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the  conduct  of  (he  banka  acting  with  ptditieians  and 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes.  The  general  pros- 
perity of  the  country  is  great;  but  there  are  place% 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  some  others,  where  the 
withdrawal  of  money  under  (lie  deposite  act  baa  occa- 
Moned  a  pressure,  and  where  the  policy  to  create  dis- 
tress, and  to  throw  it  upon  the  Treasury  order,  is  sec- 
onded by  (be  ability  to  accomplish  iriiat  is  desired. 
This  is  atraut  tbe  true  state  of  the  question)  and  evidenco 
will  be  at  hand  to  show  it.  Mr.  B.  wd  it  would  be  re- 
membered that,  when  this  resolution  was  called  up  a 
few  days  ago,  he  had  specified  bis  intention  to  obtsin 
from  the  Treasury  Department  tht  comparative  returns 
of  many  banks,  both  in  tbe  new  States^  where  there 
were  public  lands,  and  in  the  Allan(ie  States,  where 
(bere  were  nonei  and,  by  looking  into  their  condi- 
tion before  the  Treasury  order  was  issued,  snd  sinco 
thst  order  had  gone  into  full  operation,  he  would  be 
able  to  see  in  what  manner  the  banks  had  been  affected 
by  it.  He  had  now  obtained  those  returns.  They,  of 
course,  were  limited  (o  the  depoaite  banksi  but  being 
scattered  over  every  State  in  the  West,  from  the  lakes 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  throughout  the  Atlantio 
States  from  Maine  to  Gem^ia,  the  result  which  they 
would  present  could  not  be  otherwise  than  a  fair  in- 
dex to  the  general  condition  of  the  whole  country..  He 
had  louked  carefully  over  these  returns,  covering  aa 
they  did  eight  large  folio  pages,  and  tbe  result  indicated 
not  only  a  good  condition,  but  an  improved  coodtlicmi 
not  only  an  ability  to  aid  the  oommunity,  but  aid  actually 
given.  Mr.  B.  then  went  over  the  returns,  one  by  one, 
taking  for  his  points  of  comparison  the  months  of  July 
and  November;  (bat  is  to  say,  the  month  before  tbe 
order  went  into  operation,  and  the  latest  month  at  which 
tbe  banka  had  been  heard  from  since.  He  examined 
them  under  the  three  heads  of  1.  Loans;  3.  Specie  on 
hand)  and,  3.  Circulation;  and  the  general  results  were* 
that  the  loans  in  November  were  lat^r  than  in  July;  the 
specie  greater  In  November  than  in  July;  the  circulation 
in  many  instances  not  diminished,  in  some  increased;  snd 
in  most  instances  the  specie  on  hand  and  the  circulation  . 
brought  to  a  nearer  proportion  to  each  other;  insomuch 
that  banka  which  had  ten,  or  twelve  dollars  of 

paper  out  Fur  one  dollar  of  «Iver  in  their  vaults  in  July^ 
were  now  brought  to  the  safer  proportion  of  three  or 
four  to  one  in  November.  This  wss  proof  that  lb* 
banks  were  not  crippled.  It  was  proof  that  they  wer« 
not  denying  accommodations.  The  proof  was  complete, 
as  far  as  it  went,  and  it  went  all  over  the  Union,  that 
these  banks  were  not  injured  by  the  Treasury  order, 
but  were  benefited  by  it;  it  was  proof  that  (bey  were 
not  only  able  and  willing  to  issiat  tbe  community,  but 
actually  bad  aiuatcd  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  might  be  banks  wbich'vertt 
not  assisting  the  community,  and  which  were  accom- 
plishing a  pecuniary  and  political  object  at  the  tama 
time,  by  shutting  their  doors  upon  borrowers,  and  throw- 
ing them  into  the  hands  of  money  dealers  at  three  per 
cent,  discount  per  month.  This  was  said  to  be  tbe  case 
in  Philadelpbiat  that  Philadelphia  which  was  the  seat  of 
tbe  new  United  States  Bank,  with  her  capital  of  thirty- 
five  millions,  which  one  abort  year  ago  was  tu  make 
money  so  plenty  in  that  State,  arid  to.  reduce  interest  to 
5  per  cent,  per  annum.  Three  per  cent,  discount,  equal 
to  4  per  cent,  interest,  is  now  the  rate  of  usury  wpidi 
prevails  around  her!  And  she  can  make  it  6  or  13' per 
cent,  per  month  whenever  she  plesses.  Whire  banka 
have  monopolised  the  currency,  and  become  tbe  dh^ 
pensers  of  money,  they  can  make  interest,  or  usury, 
what  they  please.  They  have  only  to  stop  discounts^" 
and  throw  the  borrowers  into  tbe  lianas  of  usurers.  Pre- 
texts will  never  be  wai.ting.  Any  thing  that  happens^ 
or  does  not  hsppenj  will  doi  Um  removu  of  tbe  ^ok- 
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ites— Ibe  iuuaoce  of  the  Treasury  order— or  the  kit 
yeftr'9  snow.  One  (hin^  is  as  good  u  snotheri  for  the 
b*nlu  IheiDsetret  ire  (Ite  sole  jut^s  of  their  own  rea- 
■oni,  decide  without  aii^nientj  ana  wiiboul  appeal,  and 
act  upon  the  declrian  without  mercy  and  without  re- 
morse. 

This  is  now  going  on  in  some  of  llie  pnncipil  cilies, 
where  (he  deposite  act,  creating  a  real  pressure,  ^ires 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  and  ils  affiliated  insti- 
tutions the  power  to  do  great  misGhief.  Of  this  power 
they  avail  tnemselresi  but  their  sphere  of  action  ia  limit- 
ed, not  general.  Their  victimi  are  individuals,  and  not 
the  Union.  They  destroy  individuals,  or,  at  most,  luola- 
ted  communities.  At  the  most,  they  only  do  a  Goliad 
busineta— kill  their  prisoners;  that  is  to  say,  the  debtorit 
a  pen-full,  or  a  pail-full,  at  a  time.  The  debtor  part  of 
the  community,  where  the  powers  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales  and  its  associates  predominate,  luffer 
severely  and  cruellyj  but  the  remoter  parts  of  the  Union 
are  safe.  The  Brixrian  arms  of  the  monster  no  longer 
reach  to  the  extremiliea  of  the  Union.  It  can  no  longer 
strike  down  exchanges,  sink  the  price  of  produce  and 
property,  and  demolish  merchants  and  Iradera  in  the 
towns  and  cities  of  the  South  and  West.  The  tragedy 
of  1833,  now  performing  on  the  local  theatres  of  some 
of  the  Atlantic  cities,  oannot  be  again  extended  to  the 
country  towoa  and  remote  Slates. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  upon  the  statements  in  Mr.  Biddle's 
Ictlert  he  chose  to  refer  to  that  letter  as  being  the  re- 
vealed source  of  this  proceeding  against  President  Jack- 
son, and  the  fuuntnin  from  which  all  the  arguments  of 
the  opposilion'are  drawn;  he  remarked  upon  the  state- 
ments in  it,  that  it  was  the  grcattransfer  of  specie  to  the 
West  which  occasioned  distreaa  in  the  Baatt  that  much 
specie  bad  gone  to  the  Weat,  and  that  none  had  been  ex- 
ported. Hr.  B.said  he  had  |)repared  himself  with  facts 
to  reply  to  these  two  asserliona.  In  the  first  place,  a 
Treasury  return  which  he  held  in  hishand,  showed  that  no 
more  than  01,463,656  in  specie  had  been  received  at  all 
the  land  ofBcea  under  the  Treasuty  order,  and  a  like  re- 
turn showed  that  ^13,811  in  goKI,  and  ^4,123,004  in 
iilver,  had  been  exported  from  the  United  States  this 
year.  Here  then  waa  an  export  of  specie  to  foreign 
countries  of  three  times  the  amount  of  (hat  which  went 
inlo  the  land  offices;  yet  the  public  are  to  be  told  by  the 
preudent  of  the  bank  bearing  the  name  of  the  United. 
Slates,  that  no  specie  had  been  exported  t 

It  if  in  thil  way  that  the  public  is  deceived,  and  that 
the  Treasury  order  is  made  the  pack-horse,  to  be  loaded 
with  every  thing  that  can  be  heaped  upon  it.  The  ex- 
port of  four  and  a  half  millions  of  specie  to  foreign  coun- 
tries is  called  nothing — ia  said  to  be  none — while  one  and 
a  half  millions,  gone  into  our  land  officea,  has  overset 
the  national  ahip,  and  deranged  the  buniness  of  a  conti- 
nent! One  million  and  a  half  out  of  seventy-five  mil- 
fions  has  gone  into  the  land  officea.  Who  would  feel  !t? 
How  could  it  disturb  the  business  of  the  country.'  And, 
especially,  how  could  one  million  and  a  half,  going 
into  the  interior  of  our  country,  do  all  tliia  mischief, 
when  four  and  a  half  millions,  by  going  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, is  not  felt  or  known'  But  there  was  another  ope- 
ration in  specie  of  which  Mr.  B.  had  been  informed,  and 
which  he  should  bring  under  the  inquiries  of  a  commit- 
ter, if  he  should  be  so  fortunale  as  to  be  allowed  one, 
and  which  he  mentioned  now,  not  as  evidence  to  con- 
vince the  Senate,  but  as  a  ground  for  demanding  a  com- 
mittee. -  Hia  information  waa  this:  that  in  the  month  of 
September  last,  the  merchants  and  bankers  of  New  Or- 
teana  became  suddenly  surpriaed  at  the  mysterious 
fecsrcity  of  specie.  It  had  vanished  as  if  by  magic.  A 
meeting  waa  held  to  know  what  had  become  of  ii|  and 
it  vfka  ascertained  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtcs 
bad  collected  and  boxed  up  91,800,000  in  that  city,  and 


refused  a  dolUr  of  it  to  her  creditors  there!  and  that  a 
hank  holding  (300,000  of  her  notes,  had  to  send  them, 
ami  did  send  them,  to  PhiUdelpbia  to  be  cashed,  at 
great  expense,  and,  what  was  more  material,  at  great 
hm  of  time,  when  the  city  was  otherwise  pressed  for 
specie  by  (he  double  cause  of  demands  to  supply  the 
Weatern  land  purchaser*,  and  failure  to  receive  the  ac- 
customed BUppliea  from  Mexico,  on  account  of  the  Tex- 
ian  war-  Here,  then,  va«  1300,000  more  taken  out  of 
circulation  by  the  Bank  of  (he  United  Stales  in  one 
month,  than  all  the  land  offices  received  in  four  monthst 
and  if  the  fact  »bs  true,  as  related  to  him,  the  ertdence 
was  clear  and  incontestable  that  this  bank  was  its«lf 
making  the  scarcity  and  preuure  which  it  has  been 
falsely  throwing  upon  the  Treasury  order,  and  upon 
President  Jackaon.  Mr.  B.  aaked  no  one  to  condemn 
the  bank  unheard  upon  this  sUtementf  but  he  also  asked 
that  no  one  would  refuse  to  have  it  inquired  into  by  « 
committee. 

The  real  cause  of  the  peciuiiary  pressure  and  de- 
rangement of  the  exchanges  experienced  in  aome  of  the 
large  cities,  exclusive  of  that  created  by  some  of  the 
banka,  was  the  deposite  act  of  the  last  session.  Tlist  act 
causes  thirty  odd  millions  of  dollars,  about  fifteen  milliona 
of  which  ia  money  appropriated  to  useful  and  essential 
objects,  to  be  suddenly  withdrawn  from  the  vortex  ol 
business,  and  transferred  to  places  where  it  muststagnate 
for  some  time  before  it  can  come  a^ain  into  active  em- 
ployment.  Aware  of  this,  and  sensible  that  the  public 
eye  was  fixed  upon  this  act  as  the  real  source  of  a  bona- 
fide  diitress,  the  attempt  is  made  to  turn  off  the  effect 
from  the  act  itself,  to  the  mode  of  its  execution.    It  is 
not  the  transfer  of  these  thirty  milliona,  they  say,  vhidi 
has  done  the  misohief,  but  the  manner  of  makmg  the 
transfer!    This  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  a  repetition  of  the  old 
song  about  the  removal  of  the  deposites.    U  waa  not  the 
removal,  but  the  manner  of  the  removal,  which  hid  done 
all  the  miacbiefin  1833.    And  when  pressed  to  explain 
wbal  was  this  mysliciil  manner  of  acting  which  was  so 
mai^eally  calamitous,  the  aolutioo  was  in  the  destruction 
of  confidence.   This  was  the  solution  ihent  it  is  the 
sohition  nowi  for  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  expreaaly  deeUres  that  the  instant  reciuon  of 
the  Treaaury  order  would  restore  confidence  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  relief  in  as  many  days.    This  was  the 
declaration  during  the  whole  panic  of  1833;  and  ita 
meaning  then  and  now  is  the  same:  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  SUtes  and  its  affiliated  institutions  would  cease 
scourging  the  country  the  instant  that  Congrrsi  would 
grant  its  president  the  victory  and  triumph  which  he 
demands  over  President  Jackaon!   The  six  months'  cry 
of  the  session  of  1833-'34  wa«,  that  the  restoration  of 
the  depoaites,  or  the  recharter  of  the  bank,  would  re- 
lieve the  distress  in  twenty-four  houra^  and  that  nothing 
elae  ever  could  relieve  it.    Now  it  happens  that  the  test 
of  lime,  and  the  letter  of  the  preaident  of  (he  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates,  has  shown  that  thia  cry  of  six  months* 
duration  was  entirely  erroneous;  for  the  distress  did 
cease,  and  unbounded  prosperity  has  enaurd;  while  the 
only  condition  on  which  this  waa  to  lake  place  has  never 
happened;  (he  deposites  are  sot  restored;  the  bank  is 
not  recbarlered;  the  d^Btre^B  did  cease;  unexampled 
prosperity  has  ensued,  whtth  is  atttmjited  to  be  inter- 
rupted again  by  thote  who  interrupted  it  then. 

Hr.  B.  said  the  depOHte  act  was  the  offspring  of  (he 
Und  bill,  and  became  the  substitute  for  it.  That  bill 
had  passed  the  Senate  before  the  deposite  bill  was 
brought  in,  and,  so  far  as  the  Senate  was  concerned,  had 
made  a  previous  diapoaition  of  the  same  money.  That 
bill  was  carried  through  the  Senate  by  the  votes  of  thoae 
who  are  coiwdered  as  the  tutelary  deities  of  the  mer- 
dianta  and  bankers  on  this  floori  yet  'the  disposition 
which  it  proposed  to  make  of  what  vas  called  the  pro- 
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ceeds  of  the  nlea  of  the  public  lands  vm  ruhiout  lo  (he 
hank*  Mid  the  merchants  of  the  great  Atlantic  citiei. 
It  made  a  call  for  money,  and  a  disiribution  of  money, 
which  muat  have  driven  every  debtor  to  tbeae  banks  to 
the  immediate  pajrmMit  of  every  ihilling  which  he  owed 
ID  any  depoa'itc  bank;  and  would  have  produced  a  prea- 
consternation  which  would  have  pervaded  the 
whole  moneyed  qretem,  and  the  whole  busineu  com- 
munity of  ihe  places  where  ihey  were.  Thia  la  the  pro- 
vision of  the  bill.  It  is  the  third  tect'ion,  in  the  form  in 
which  It  passed  the  Senate,  and  went  to  the  House  of 
Sepreaentativea. 

"  Sic.  3.  And  be  it  furOur  enacted.  That  the  sevrral 
wnw  «*  money  reeeived  in  Ihe  Treasury  as  the  nett  pro- 
eeedt  of  the  sales  of  the  public  hnds  for  the  years 
eighteen  hundred  and  ihirty-ihree,  ei^teen  hundred 
snd  thirty-four,  and  eighteen  hundred  and  (hirty-five, 
msn  be  paid  and  distributed  as  aforesaid,  at  the  Treasury 
.  ti*"  Unfed  Stat«,  one  fourth  part  on  the  first  day  of 
Ju^i  ciMteeo  hundred  and  thtrty^x,  and  one  fourth 
part  al  the  end  of  each  ninety  days  therealler,  until  the 
whole  IS  paidi  and  those  which  shall  be  t«eeived  ttit  the 
year*  eifrhteen  hundred  and  Ihirly-six  snd  eighteen  hun- 
dred  and  thirty.«even  shall  also  be  paid  at  the  Treasury 
hail-yearly,  on  the  fir«t  day  of  July  and  January,  in  each 
«  (hoae  years,  to  such  person  or  peraona  aa  the  respec- 
tive J.egialatureB  of  the  said  SUtea  ibaU  aulhorice  and 
dirfct  to  receive  the  aame.*' 

Now,  (said  Mr.  B.,;  let  any  banker  or  nercbant  of  the 
great  commercial  cities  count  up  the  suma  which  would 
have  been  payable  in  (he  short  period  of  nine  monlhs 
under  this  act.  They  would  have  been  these:  eighteen 
millions  and  three  quarters  of  a  million  of  dollars  on  the 
first  day  of  July  last)  bix  millions  on  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober last  j  eighteen  millions  and  three  quarters  on  th« 
flrat  day  of  January  next)  and  six  millions  on  the  first  day 
of  April  next;  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  forty-iune 
and  one  half  milliona  of  dollars;  for  audi  was  the  amount 
^  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  uf  the  public  lands  for  the 
years  mentioned  up  to  18S6.  But  the  section  also  in- 
cluded Ihe  proceeds  of  the  sales  for  1837,  which  were 
to  be  divided  out  on  the  first  days  of  July,  ISST",  and 
Janu»7,  1838.  llieir  amount  cannot  be  known  so  as 
to  be  added.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
basis  of  bard  money  pavmenta,  estimates  them  at  five 
nulbons  of  ddlarsf  but  if  these  rew>lutiona  pass,  and  the 
Butes  of  all  the  banks  in  the  Union  become  receivable 
for  public  lands,  tbe  whole  national  domain  may  be 
swept.  Every  acre  may  be  changed  into  paper,  and 
ibat  paper  be  added  to  the  nam  of  the  unavwable  funds 
now  in  the  Treasury. 

Mr,  B.  deemed  it  ri^t  to  bring  these  fiicfs  to  tbe  rec- 
ollection of  the  Senate,  and  to  pbee  them  before  the 
eyes  of  those  who  looked  upon  tlte  authors  of  such 
measures  as  their  peculiar  protectors.  That  third  sec- 
tion of  the  land  bill  would  have  been  deaolation  to  the 
great  cities)  it  was  oppoaed  aa  such  on  this  floor)  yet  it 
psssed  this  Cluimber,  but  hung  in  the  House  of  K«pre- 
sentatirea  until  the  deponte  bill  was  passed  here,  and 
sent  down  lo  supersede  it.  That  depowie  bill,  which 
proposes  only  thirty  odd  milliona  for  abstraction  from 
the  great  channels  of  commerce,  is  in  reality,  crippling 
bui^  and  merchants,  and  distressing  the  great  cities. 
Whut,  then,  would  it  have  been  if  forty-nine  and  a  half 
milliona  bad  been  taken  from  them  in  the  short  space  of 
Bine  monthsf  And  what  would  have  been  its  effect 
upt  n  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates?  Bankruptcy ! 
For  it  la  now  seen  that  there  will  be  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  first  of  January  next  but 'about  fbrty-one  millions  of 
dollars^  asid  that  inclusive  of  fifteen  m'lliona  of  imexpend- 
<d  balance^  applicable  to  objects  of  great  necessity,  and 
not  eompleted.  Let  time  facts  and  these  views  be  kept 
n  mind,  wheaerer  ibe  land  bill  and  the  deposite  act  are 
■eniioned. 


Mr.  B.  had  a  question  to  put-to  the  defenders  of  the 
banks  which  affected  to  be  crippled  and  half  killed,  and 
unable  to  lend  a  dollar,  on  account  of  this  Treaaury 
order.  It  waa  this :  How  cornea  it  that  these  banks  never 
felt  a  wound,  or  uttered  a  complaint,  during  the  many 
yeara  in  which  their  paper  was  excluded  from  both 
branches  of  the  revenue  of  the  Federal  Governroeiit,  by 
the  by-laws  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  tfe.  B. 
had  read,  for  another  purpose,  the  34th  article  of  the 
by-laws  of  this  oorporatlon,  by  wjhieh  Uie  notes  of  all  the 
local  banks  of  the  Union  were  excluded  from  receiva- 
bility  in  any  revenue  payment  whatever,  except  the 
notes  of  the  specie  paying  bsnksin  Ihe  same  city  or  place 
where  the  branch  bank  was  situated.  He  would  now 
read  the  25th  article  of  the  same  bank  code,  which 
would  show  that  thia  exception  in  favor  of  the  local 
banks  in  the  same  place  with  the  branch  waa  of  no  ad- 
vantage to  them,  but  the  contrary,  as  it  merely  amounted 
to  a  colleelion  of  their  notes  for  immediate  convertibility 
into  coin.    The  article  is  in  these  words: 

"  AxTtcLB  xxT.  The  offices  of  discount  and  deposite 
shall,  at  least  once  ever^  week,  settle  with  the  State 
banlcs  for  their  notes  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue, 
or  fur  the  enngements  of  indivvluala  to  the  bank*  so  aa 
to  prevent  the  oaUnce  doe  to  the  office  from  swelling 
to  an  inconvenient  amount." 

Here  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  tbe  condition  of  the  whole  cata- 
logue of  State  ban1i%  during  the  days  of  the  reign  of  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States.  All  excluded  from  revenue 
paymenlii,  both  land  and  customs,  except  those  in  the 
twenty-five  places  when  brandi  baoka  were  sihuttad, 
and  the  few  thus  excepted  called  upon  for  the  weekly 
redemption  of  their  notes.  This,  in  fact,  was  an  exclu* 
aion  of  their  paper,  and  a  receipt  of  their  specie  alone* 
and  worse  to  them  than  a  total  f  xcluaiont  for  the  nomi- 
nal reception  would  cease  then  to  be  taken  out  of  tbe 
channels  of  circulation,  brou^t  to  the  branch  to  meet 
tbe  revenue  pMrmentR,  and  thence  sent  back  to  tbdr 
own  counters  for  redemption  in  coin.  And  (his  con- 
tinued to  be  the  case  down  lo  the  day  of  the  removal  of 
the  depositeff.  Yet  these  banks  never  affected  to  be  un- 
able to  do  business  in  this  long  state  of  total  exclusion 
from  all  revenue  payments  by  the  power  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates.  It  is  only  when  one  half  of  the  aame 
thing  is  done  by  President  Jackson  that  they  pretend  to 
he  ruined.  Mr.  B.  aaid  it  was  time  for  the  public  to 
mark  the  conduct  of  banks,  and  (o  discriminate  between 
those  which  maintained  their  course  as  moneyed  institu- 
tions, and  those  which  were  nothing  but  riiaving  shops 
and  political  engines.  Many  banks  had  so  acted  as  to 
prove  that  they  were  at  the  beck  and  nod  of  politicians, 
and  subservient  to  the  mischievous  designs  of  the  Bank 
of  tlie  United  States.  They  were  ready  to  close  their 
doors  upon  borrowers  at  the  approach  of  the  e1eotioD% 
and  to  storm  Congress  with  petitions  in  favor  of  anjr 
movement  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States.  Who  can 
forget  their  petitions  at  the  veto  session,  and  at  the  panic 
session,  in  which  Ihey  stooped  so  low  ss  lo  pray  to  have 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  kept  in  exigence  to  rule 
over  them,  and  prevent  them  from  issuing  more  notes 
than  Ihey  could  pay>  Who  can  fbrget  their  refusal  to 
receive  the  public  deposites,  when  that  refusal  wss  ne- 
cessary to  help  out  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  in  jts 
attempts  to  embarrass  the  Government,  and  Vnjure  tha 
country'  These  things,  and  many  others,  must  be  re- 
membered, and  marked)  and  the  community  and  tbe 
Government  must  learn  to  discrttninale  belwech  institu- 
tions which  conduct  themselves  on  businen  prioeiple^ 
and  those  which  are  at  the  service  of  politicians  wbei^ 
ever  a  political  effect  ia  to  be  produced,  and  at  the 
service  of  a  revengeful  institution  whenever  it  suits  her 
policy  to  have  a  panic  in  the  country, 

Mr.  B.  rererred  to  tlie  general  state  of  the  counti^  tg 
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prove  Its  nucral  protperityi  he  referred  to  the  hiffh 
prices  paid  far  ererjr  ihiog  lo  prore  that  money  was  not 
icsrcer  except  to  thnte  whose  engiKemnets  compelled 
them  to  reptir  to  the  binksi  he  referred  to  the  rates  of 
exchsnges  in  the  South  mnd  West  to  prove  that  the  ex- 
changes of  the  country  were  good  wherever  they  were 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtesi  ajid 
be  stated  the  contents  of  letters  In  his  poaseirion  from  • 
pretidcnis  and  eadkiers  of  banks  ia  Ohio,  liisaiBMppi* 
and  Louiaiana,  to  show  that  there  «u  but  one  objection 
■  to  the  Treaiunr  order,  and  tliat  was,  that  it  had  not 
'  been  issued  early  enough! 

Having  viodicated  the  Treasury  order  from  the  chaises 
of  illefanty  and  uneonstitatioiMiIilyt  and  shown  that  it  Iwd 
nut  been  rainoat  to  the  country,  Ur.  B.  said  he  would 
proceed  lo  show  the  reasons  for  which  it  had  issued,  and 
the  benefits  which  had  resulted  from  it.  President  Jack- 
son,  it  was  known,  in  the  exercise  of  his  liigh  constitu- 
tional duty  to  see  the  laws  of  the  country  fiiithfully  exe- 
cuted, had  directed  the  issuing  of  this  order.  He  stood 
before  the  country  as  its  responsible  author.  As  such  he 
had  been  denounced.  As  such  he  was  charged  with  vio- 
lating the  laws  and  constitution,  and  destroying  ihe  pros- 
perity of  the  country.  As  such  he  is  calumniated  in  the 
Philadelphia  leltw,  which  oaJls  this  order  revenge 
of  the  President  upon  Congress  fur  passing  the  distribu- 
tion bill.**  As  such,  another  condemnation,  far  the  ft^ati- 
flcation  of  diacomBted  politicians  and  a  dethroned  nation- 
al bank  president — another  victory  in  the  Senate  cham- 
ber for  uiose  who  have  been  defeated  at  the  polls — is 
BOW  sought  against  him  in  this  attempt  to  rescind  that 
order.  Under  such  eircumstanoea,  it  is  not  only  right 
that  he  should  find  defenders,  but  that  he  should  be  heard 
also  in  his  own  defence.  Mr.  B.  would  therefore  refer 
to  the  annual  tnesssge  delivered  at  the  opening  of  this 
session  of  Congress,  snd  point  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  country  to  the  whole  of  (bat  prctfoundly  wise, 
trftMeendently  patriotic,  and  paternally  beneficent,  part 
of  the  ness^  which  relates  tothe  general  currency  snd 
to  the  national  domain. 

£xtraeUjrom  the  Praideni'a  MoMogt. 

**  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  lo  another  subject 
iatimately  assoeisled  with  the  precetUng  one-— the  cur- 
fcncy  of  the  eountty. 

'  *'  It  is  apparent,  mm  the  whole  context  of  the  consti- 
tMtion  as  well  as  the  hiatnry  of  the  timea  which  gave  birth 
to  it,  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  convention  to  rstab- 
lisb  a  currency  consisting  of  the  precious  metals.  These, 
from  their  peculiar  properties,  which  rendered  them  Ihe 
standard  of  value  in  all  other  countriea,  were  adopted  in 
tb'M^  as  well  lo  establish  its  commercial  standsrd,  in  ref- 
erence to  foreign  countries,  by  a  permanent  rule,  as  to 
exclude  the  use  of  a  mutable  medium  of  exchar^,  such 
as  of  certain  sgricultural  commodities,  rect^ised  by  the 
statutes  of  some  States  as  a  tender  for  debts,  or  the  still 
more  pernicious  expedient  of  a  paper  currency.  The 
last,  from  Ihe  experience  of  the  evils  of  the  issues  of  pa- 
per during  the  Revolution,  had  become  so  justly  obnoxious 
as  liot  on5'  to  auggeat  Ihe  clause  in  the  constitution  for- 
bidding the  emission  itf  bills  of  credit  by  the  States,  but 
also  to  produce  that  vote  in  the  convention  whi^  nega- 
tived the  propoution  to  grant  power  to  Congress  to  char- 
ter corporations;  a  proposition  well  understood  at  the 
time  as  intended  to  authorize  the-eatabliriiment  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  which  was  to  issue  a  currency  of  bank  notes, 
on  a  capital  to  be  creAed  to  some  extent  out  of.  Govcra- 
■meot  stocks.  Although  this  proposition  was  refused  by 
a  direct  vote  of  the  convention,  the  object  was  afterward 
in  effect  obtained  by  iU  ingenious  advocate%  through  a 
strained  Construction  of  the  constitution.  The  debts  of 
the  Berelution  were  funded,  at  prices  which  fdnned  no 
eqidvilMit  oompared  with  the  nomimd  amount  of  the 


stock,  and  under  circumstances  which  exposed  the  mo- 
tives of  some  of  those  who  participated  In  the  passage  of 
the  act  to  distrust. 

*•  The  facts  that  the  vslne  of  the  stock  was  great^  en- 
hanced by  tlie  creation  of  the  bankf  that  it  was  well  un- 
derstood that  such  would  he  Ihe  case,  and  that  some  of 
the  sdvocstes  of  the  measure  were  largely  benefited  by 
it,  belong  to  the  history  of  the  timei^  and  are  wellcalcu- 
ated  to  diminish  the  respect  which  might  otherwise  have 
been  due  to  the  action  of  the  C'mgress  which  crested  the 
Institution. 

"  On  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  it  became 
the  interest  of  the  creditors  that  gold  should  be  superse- 
ded by  the  paper  of  the  bank  as  a  general  currency.  A 
value  was  soon  attached  lo  the  gold  coins,  whieh  made 
their  exportation  to  foreign  countries^  ss  a  mercantile 
commodity,  more  profitable  than  their  retention  and  use 
at  home  as  money.  It  followed  as  a  matter  of  course,  if 
not  designed  by  those  who  established  the  bank,  that  the 
bank  became,  m  effect,  a  substitute  for  the  mint  of  the 
United  States. 

Such  was  the  orgin  of  a  national  bank  currency, 
and  such  the  beginning  of  those  diHIeuhies  which  now 
appear  in  the  excessive  issues  of  Ihe  banks  incorporated 
by  the  various  Slates.'* 

*■  The  effects  of  an  extension  of  bank  credits  and 
over-issues  of  bank  paper  hare  been  strikingly  illustra- 
ted in  the  sales  of  the  public  Isnds.  From  the  returns 
made  by  the  various  registers  and  receivers  in  the  early 
part  of  last  summer,  it  was  perceived  that  the  receipu 
ariaing  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  were  in- 
creasing to  an  unprecedented  amount.  In  efiftct,  how- 
ever, these  receipts  amounted  to  nothing  more  than 
credits  in  banks.  The  banks  lent  out  their  notes  to 
Bpeculalorsf  tliey  were  pai  J  to  the  receivers,  and  immedi- 
ately returned  to  the  banks,  to  be  lent  out  again  and 
again,  being  mere  instruments  to  transfer  to  speculators 
the  most  vahuble  public  land,  and  pay  the  Government 
by  a  credit  on  the  books  of  the  banks.  Those  credits 
on  the  books  of  some  of  the  Western  bsnks,  ususlly 
called  depositcs,  were  already  greatly  beyond  their  im- 
mediate meana  of  payment,  and  were  rapidly  increasing. 
Indeed,  each  speculation  furnished  means  for  another) 
for  no  sooner  had  one  individual  or  company  paid  m  their 
notes,  than  they  were  immediately  lent  to  another  for  a 
like  purpoae,  and  the  banks  were  extending  their  btiri- 
ness  snd  their  issues  so  lamely  as  to  alarm  considerate 
men,  and  reuder  it  doubtful  whether  bank  credit^  if 

Krrmitled  to  accumulate^  would  ultimately  be  of  the 
•ast  value  to  the  Government  Tbe  spirit  of  expansion 
and  speculation  was  not  confined  to  the  deposite  bank^ 
but  pervaded  Ihe  whole  mtiltitude  of  banks  throughout 
the  Union,  and  was  giving  rise  to  new  institutions  lo  ag- 
gravate tbe  evil. 

'*  The  safety  of  the  public  Ainds,  and  Ihe  interests  of 
the  people,  generally,  required  that  Ihese  operations 
should  be  checked,  and  it  became  the  duly  of  every 
branch  of  the  General  and  State  Government  to  adopt  all 
legitimHte  and  proper  means  to  procure  that  salutary 
effect.  Under  thia  view  of  my  duty,  I  directed  the 
issuing  of  the  order  wUcfa  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the 
Secretsry  of  the  Treasury,  requiring  payment  far  the 
[tublic  landa  sold  to  be  made  in  specie,  with  an  excep- 
tion until  Ihe  fifleentb  of  the  present  month  in  favor  of 
actual  settlers.  This  measure  has  produced  many  sslu- 
tary  consequences.  It  checked  the  career  of  the  West- 
ern bank%  aitd  gave  them  additional  strength  in  anliei- 
pstion  of  tbe  pressure  which  has  sinee  pervaded  our 
Easlcm  as  well  as  the  European  commercial  cities.  By 
preventii^  the  extension  of  the  credit  system,  it  meav 
urably  cut  off  the  means  of  speculatioiv  and  retarded 
its  progress  In  monopolising  tbe  most  valuable  of  the 
public  budi.   It  bai  tended  to  save  the  new  Btatci 
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from  a  noB-r«MiIent  proprietonbip,  one  of  tite  gmtest 
obsUctet  lo  the  kdvftncenient  of  a  new  country,  *nd  the 
proiperily  of  *u  old  one.  It  hu  tended  to  keep  open 
Ibe  publ'w  bindi  for  entry  by  emigrant^  tt  Gorernment 
pricOt  inMead  of  their  being  compelled  lo  purchase  of 
tpecuUtor*  at  double  or  triple  pricei^  and  it  is  convey- 
ing into  the  interior  Urge  buoh  q(  silver  sod  gold,  there 
to  enter  prrmanently  into  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  pUee  it  on  a  firmer  foundation.  It  !■  confidently 
believed  that  the  country  wiU  find  in  the  awtives  which 
induced  that  order,  and  the  happy  consequences  which 
will  have  ensued,  much  to  coaunend  and  nothing  to 
condema." 

Ur.  B.  said  it  would  be  observed  by  the  Senate  tliat 
(be  reasons  for  itsuing  the  Treasury  order  are  introduced 
by  the  President  under  the  bead  of  **  currency,"  and 
not  under  the  head  of  "public  landst*'  and  that,  in  his 
»bole  manner  of  treating  it,  the  currency  is  the  object, 
and  the  lands  the  incident.   The  regulation  of  the  cur- 
rency is  the  great  objeetf  and  aa  the  land%  and  not  the 
cnstoai.|iause,  was  the  ezdttng  cause  of  tbe  swollen, 
bloaled,  and  diseased  stale  of  tbe  currency,  the  remedy 
was  directed  to  the  lands,  and  not  to  the  customs.  All 
this  is  visible  in  the  passages  read.    It  it  also  viiiible  in 
the  original  Treasury  order  itself,  where  the  discourage- 
Bient  of  the  ruinous  extension  of  bank  issues,  the  pre- 
servation of  the  soundness  of  the  currency,  and  the  safety 
•f  tbe  Federal  revenue,  are  distinctly  and  prominent^ 
set  forth  among  the  high  inducements  to  iu  issue.  Very 
right^,  then,  did  the  Senator  from  UassachuieKs  [Mr. 
Wxvstsb]  express  himself  on  Thursday  last,  in  the  few 
remarks  which  he  then  madei  very  rightly  did  he  de- 
clare this  to  be  a  tnirrency  question,  and  not  a  land  ques- 
tion! a  financial  measure  of  the  greatest  moment  and  e^ 
tent,  afftcting  every  interest  aod  tbe  whole  Union!  and 
rightly  did  he  claim  for  it  that  btgh  consideration  which 
is  due  lo  a  measure,  not  of  sectional,  but  of  national  con- 
cern.   Tbe  gentleinan  is  right.    The  Treasury  order  is 
a  relation  of  the  national  currency,  issued  under  tIte 
constitutional  obligation  of  the  Preudent  lo  preserve  and 
protect  the  currency  of  the  Federal  Government,  and 
exercised  according  to  tbe  manner  pointed  out  by  the 
author  of  the  joint  resolntioD  of  1816,  and  according  to 
the  manner,  though  not  lo  the  same  degree,  that  the 
reguhtion  of  the  euireney  was  effected  by  the  Bank  of 
tbe  UiMted  States  during  the  whole  period  of  its  exist- 
ence.   The  constitution  recognises  nothing  for  money 
but  gold  and  silver.    1'he  President  is  the  sworn  pro- 
tector, defender,  and  preserver  of  that  constitution.  To 
permit  any  part  of  its  guarantees  to  be  subverted  and  de- 
strmed,  is  a  dereliction  of  duty,  or  a  defect  of  vigilance 
in  him.    Tbe  joiat  reacdution  of  1816  does  not  grant,  but 
KDOffaiaes  and  enforces,  his  constilutiooal  duties  and 
powets  over  the  preservation  of  the  constitutional  cur- 
rency. TIk  author  of  that  resolution,  in  the  speech  from 
which  1  have  read  extracts—*  speech  abounding  with 
ju^t  sentiments — rrct^nises  all  this  authority,  and  pro- 
claims all  this  duty  of  the  President  as  attributes  of  the 
Executive  Government,  existing  anteriorly  to  bis  resolu- 
ttont  a  measure  only  rendered  necessary  because  these 
powcia  and  duties  bad  been  neglected.    Listen  to  him: 
"Tbcfc  are  some  political  evils  which  are  seen  as  soon 
as  they  are  dangerouii,  and  which  alarm  at  once  aa  well 
the  people  as  tbe  Government.    Wars  and  invatiuns, 
therefore,  are  not  always  the  most  cerUiii  destroyers  of 
national  prosperity.    They  oone  in  no  questionable 
rii^.    They  announce  tbeir  own  spproaclii  and  the 
general  lafiely  is  preserved  by  tbe  general  alarm.  Not 
so  vitb  tbe  evils  of  a  debased  coin,  a  depreciated  paper 
currency,  and  a  depressed  and  falling  public  credit.  Not 
so  with  tbe  plausible  and  insidious  misobiefa  of  a  paper 
money  ^slcm.  These  innnuatc  themselves  in  4be  shape 
beUMes^  aceommodation,  and  relief.   Tbcy  hold  oat 


the  most  fsllacioui  hope  of  an  easier  payment  of  debts 
sad  a  lighter  burden  of  taxation.  Il  is  easy  for  a  portion 
of  the  people  to  imagine  that  GovemnKnt  may  properly 
continue  to  receive  depreciated  paper  becaose  tbey  bars 
received  it,  and  because  it  is  more  convenient  to  obtain 
than  other  paper  or  specir.  But  on  these  sub- 
jects it  IS  that  Government  ought  to  exercise  its  own 
peculiar  wisdom  and  caution.  It  is  supposed  to  possess, 
on  subjects  of  this  nature,  sonnewhat  mure  of  forenght 
than  lias  fallen  to  tbe  lot  of  iadividuals.  It  is  bound  to 
foresee  the  evil  before  every  man  feels  it,  and  to  uke  all 
measures  lo  guard  against  it,  although  they  may  be  ', 
measures  attended  with  some  difficulty,  and  not  without 
some  temporary  inconvenience.  The  only  power  which 
tbe  Government  possesses  of  restraining  the  iasu#i  of  the 
Stale  banks  ia  to  refuse  their  notes  in  the  receipts  of  tbe 
Treasury.  This  power  it  can  exercise  now,  or  at  least 
can  provide  now  for  exercising  it  in  reasonable  time,  be- 
cause the  currency  of  some  parts  of  the  country  is  yet 
sound,  and  the  evil  ia  not  yet  unirersaL  But  I  have  ex- 
pressed my  belief  on  more  tlian  one  ooeaiion,  and  1  now 
repeat  the  opinion,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  tbe  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  return  of  peace,  to  have  returned 
tu  the  legal  and  proper  mode  of  collecting  tbe  revenue. 
This  Government  has  a  right,  in  all  cases,  to  protect  its 
own  revenues,  and  to  guard  thero  against  bad  and  de- 
preciated paper.  As  to  the  opinion  advanced  by  some 
that  the  objeot  of  the  reacdution  cannot  in  any  way  be 
anawercdt  that  tbe  revenues  cannot  be  collected  other- 
wise than  they  now  are,  in  the  paper  of  any  and  every 
banking  association  that  chooses  lo  issue  paper,  it  cannot 
fur  a  moment  be  admitted.  The  thing  then  is  to  be  donei 
at  any  rate  it  is  to  be  attempted.  That  it  will  be  ac- 
complished by  the  Treasury  Department,  without  the 
interierence  of  Congress,  1  have  no  belief.  If  from  that 
source  no  rrformation  came  when  reformation  was  easy, 
it  is  not  now  to  be  expected.  The  great  object  is  that 
our  legal  currency  is  to  be  preserved,  and  that  we  are 
not  to  embark  on  the  ocean  of  paper  money.  I  cannot 
say,  indeed,  that  this  resolution  will  certainly  effect  tlM 
desired  end.  It  may  fail.  Its  success,  as  is  obvious^ 
must  essentially  depend  on  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Treasury  Department" 

Mr.  B.  would  add  nothing  by  commentary  to  the  pow- 
er or  appoaiteness  of  these  quotations.  They  were  up 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  present  occasitm,  fitted  it  aa  if 
msde  to  order,  and  superseded  the  necessity  of  argu- 
ment or  illustration.  One  thing  ought  to  be  well  ob- 
served, thst  this  speech,  going  the  whole  lengthy  not  on- 
ly of  justifying  the  present  Treasury  order,  but  blaming 
the  1'reasury  Department  in  1816  for  not  having  dona 
the  like,  and  expressing  the  (ear  that  it  night  not  do  it 
in  time  to  come,  was  delivered  on  the  36th  day  of  April, 
1816,  four  days  before  the  paisageof  the  joint  reaolution«f 
thatyrarl  consequently,  and  as  tbe  whole  speech  proves, 
all  the  powers  and  duties  cUiimed  in  that  speech  for  tba 
Treasury  Department,  and  tbe  Executive  Government, 
over  the  regulation  of  the  currency,  the  restoration  of 
the  eonslilulional  money,  and  the  exclunon  of  State  bank 
paper  from  revenue  payments^  were  independent  of  that 
resolution]  were  founded — lit,  upon  the  eooatitutiont 
2d,  the  act  of  1789,  that  the  customs  should  be  paid  in 
gold  and  silver  coin  only*  3d,  the  act  of  Hay  10th,  1800— 
the  fundamenul  act  for  the  general  sale  of  the  public 
lands — and  directing  that  all  purehasensbould  make  pay. 
ment  for  the  same  in  specie,  or  in  evideneet  of  the  peb- 
Jic  debt  cf  the  Uidted  States!  These  were  tbe  founds- 
lions  of  the  gentleman's  argument;  these  tbo  lawstha 
violation  of  which  he  had  in  hiseyet  these  tbe  ground 
of  bis  complaint  against  the  existing  administration)  these 
the  fitture  ark  of  his  financialhope.  These  are  the  laws, 
bitiifnl  eXRontors  of  the  constilutioB,  in  aid  of  wfaidt, 
and  to  compel  tbe  ipetdy  cxeoutioa  ^  whMi,  the  jtHnt 
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resolution  of  1816  was  conceived  and  pused.  The  au- 
tlior  of  the  resolution  said  at  the  time  that  the  success  of 
the  resolution  depended  upon  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  expressed  his  fear  that  it  might  fiiil  of  lU  otyeet 
through  the  fault  of  that  Department— a  f««r  in  which 
the  gentleman's  misgivings  were  prophetic,  until  the 
aplenitid  *nd  beneficent  adminisitration  of  General  Jaclc- 
son  rose  upon  the  political  horizon,  (o  bless  and  exalt  his 
country;  to  command  the  admiration  of  the  world,  civi- 
lized and  barbarian,  and  to  realize  the  gentleman's  own 
cherished  and  adored  vision  of  1816— the  constUutiona) 
currency  restored,  >nd  the  bloated  and  pestilential  car- 
cases of  the  paper  system  expelled  from  the  doors  of  the 
Federal  Treasury. 

Mr.  B.  repeated  thedate  of  the  speech  from  which  he 
had  read  an  extract;  it  was  the  26th  of  April,  1816,  four 
days  before  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution  of  that 
year.  He  now  had  another  extract  from  another  speech 
of  the  same  gentleman,  also  delivered  before  that  joint 
reiolution  was  passed,  and  clearly  indicative  of  his  inten* 
tion  in  bringing  forward  that  measure,  to  compel,  as 
■oon  as  poanble,  the  complete  re-esl^lishmeot  of  the 
currency  of  the  constitution  as  the  sole  and  exclusive 
currency  of  the  Federal  Government.  It  was  a  speech 
delivered  in  February,  on  the  passage  of  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  in  which  the  speaker 
took  the  great  and  true  ground  that  the  law  and  Treasu- 
ry Department,  and  not  the  bank,  ought  to  be  ibe  true 
regulator  of  currency.  Mr.  B.  only  read  the  parts  which 
were  applicable  to  the  point  in  debate,  namely,  the  l^gal 
currency  of  the  United  States,  and  the  speedy  and  com- 
pulsory payment  of  the  whole  revciuie  in  that  currency. 

E^^raafnm  Mr.  Webtler's  maeh  on  tke  Bank  of  tkc 
mited  Staiei  Ckarttr  BtOt  JMruari/t  1816. 

<•  No  natton  had  a  better  currency  than  the  United 
States.  There  was  no  nation  which  had  guarded  its  cur- 
rency with  more  carej  for  the  framers  of  the  constitution, 
and  those  who  enacted  the  early  statutes  on  this  subject, 
were  bard  money  menj  they  had  felt,  and  therefore  duly 
appreciated,  the  evils  of  a  paper  mediumt  they,  there- 
fore,  sedulously  guarded  the  currency  of  the  United 
States  from  debasement.  The  le|pil  currency  of  the  Ur-,. 
ted  States  was  gold  and  silver  coini  tbia  »as  a  subject  in 
regard  lo  which  Congress  had  run  into  no  folly.  *  • 
Mr.  W.  declined  occupying  the  time  of  the  House  lo 
prove  that  there  was  a  depreciation  of  the  paper  in  cir- 
culation) the  legal  standird  of  value  was  gohl  and  silver; 
the  relation  of  paper  lo  it  proved  its  state,  and  the  rate 
of  its  depreciation.  Gold  and  silver  currency,  be  said, 
was  the  law  of  the  land  at  home,  and  the  law  of  the  world 
abroad;  there  could,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  be 
00  other  currency.  In  consequence  of  the  immense  pa- 
per iasnea  having  banished  specie  from  circulation,  the 
Government  had  been  obliged,  iu  direct  violation  of  ex- 
isting statutes,  to  receive  the  amount  of  their  taxes  in 
something  which  was  not  recognised  by  law  as  the  mon* 
ey  of  Uie  country,  and  which  was  in  fact,  greatly  de- 
preciated.     •  ••••• 

"Astotbe  evibof  the  present  state  of  things,  Mr, 
W.  admitted  it  in  its  fullest  extent.  If  he  was  not  mis- 
Uken,  there  were  some  millions  in  the  Treasury  of  pa- 
per which  were  nearly  worthless,  and  were  now  wholly 
useless  to  the  Government,  by  which  an  actual  loss  of 
considerable  amount  must  certain^  be  sustained  by  the 
Treasury.  This  was  an  evil  which  ought  to  be  met  at 
once,  because  it  would  grow  greater  by  indulgence.  In 
the  end,  tbe-taxea  must  be  paid  in  the  legal  money  of 
the  country,  and  the  sooner  that  was  brought  about  the 
better.  *  ,'  *  *  *  If  Congress  were  to 
pass  forty  Aatutes  on  tlie  subject,  he  said  they  would  not 
make  the  law  mote  conclusive  than  it  now  was,  that 
nothing  should  be.  receiTcd  in  payment  of  duties  to  the 


Government  but  specie;  and  yet  no  regard  was  paid  to 
the  imperative  injunctions  of  the  law  in  ibis  respect. 
The  whole  strength  of  the  Government,  he  was  of  opin- 
ion, ought  to  be  put  forth  to  compel  the  payment  of  the 
duties  and  taxes  to  the  Government  in  the  legal  currency 
uf  the  country.'* 

Now  (swd  Mr.  B.)  the  Senate  will  doubtless  be  willing 
lo  hear  what  was  said  by  the  friends  of  the  adminiatration 
in  1816,  to  those  powerful  appeals  from  the  gentleman 
who  so  strenuously  plead  the  cause  of  the  laws,  the  con- 
stitution, and  hard  ntoney.  He .  had  looked  over  the 
speeches  of  that  day,  and  found  the  whole  of  their  an- 
swers compressed intoSshortparagraph  by  Mr.  Sharpe, 
of  Kentucky,  a  gentleman  of  genius  and  ability,  and 
whose  tragical  death  had  since  attracted  so  much  public 
notice  and  commiseration. 

"  In  reply  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Webster,  that  the 
remedy  for  the  evil  was  in  the  power  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  by  requiring  payment  of  the  dues  to 
the  Qovemntent  in  ppeoe,  Mr.  S.  said  the  genileman 
had  not  demonitrated  that  there  was  specie  enough  in 
the  country  for  the  purposes  of  the  payment  of  the  rev- 
enue to  the  Treasury,  nor  that  the  banks  have  not  the 
means  ultimately  to  force  the  Government  to  take  titeir 
paper  in  payments  to  the  Treasury.  The  dispontion 
was  not  wanting  in  the  officer  at  the  head  of  that  De- 
partment to  apply  the  remedy,  if  it  wu  in  bis  power." 

This  was  the  answer!  a  deplorable  confession  of  the 
condition  to  which  the  Federal  Treasury  had  been  redu- 
ced by  receiving  Stale  bank  paper  in  payment  of  the 
federal  revenues!  That  policy  had  begun  under  Gener- 
al Hamilton,  and  been  folowed  up  by  otlier  Secretaries, 
in  violation  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  until  nothing  but 
inconvertible  paper  remained  in  the  Treasury,  and 
little  else  in  the  country.  All  their  fine  plirases  about 
speeie*paying  banks,  and  paper  equivalent  to  specie,  and 
no  paper  but  what  the  cc^lectors  and  depositories  of  the 
revenue  would  receive  as  cash — all  these  holiday  phrases 
had  ended,  as  such  schemes  must  foiever  end,  in  the 
eventual  general  use  of  paper,  the  eventual  general  ban- 
ishment of  specie,  and  the  eventual  general  stoppage  of 
banks,  and  universal  depreciation  of  paper  money.  This 
was  the  only  answer  which  could  be  ^ven  in  1816,  and 
the  only  one  that  could  be  given  until  Preaident  Jack- 
son's measures  for  restoring  the  consiitulional  currency 
shall  have  raised  that  currency  to  seventy-five  millions  ot 
dollars.  There  is  now  specie  enough  in  the  country  lo 
make  all  revenue  payments  in  gold  and  silver;  and  the 
purchasers  of  (he  public  lagd,  speculalora  and  bank  bor- 
rowers excepted,  have  fiound  no  difficulty  in  getting  spe- 
cie to  make  their  payments.  Land  office  returns  prove 
this.  The  sum  of  91,463,656  was  paid  into  the  land  of- 
fice^  in  gold  and  silver,  from  the  15th  of  August,  when 
the  order  took  effect,  down  to  the  middle  of  November, 
to  which  the  returns  were  made  up.  This  was  a  million 
and  a  half  for  three  months,  being  at  the  rate  of  about  six 
millions  per  annum.  This  would  buy  near  five  millions 
of  acres  of  land  at  the  present  minimum  price;  and  five 
millions  of  acres  of  oublio  lands,  in  addition  to  other 
sources  of  supply,  is  double  as  much  as  the  progressive 
settlement  of^  the  country  has  ever  required.  Doea  the 
demand  for  this  small  sum — a  sum  which  does  not  go  out 
of  the  country,  but  enters  immediately  into  general  cir- 
culation (Iirough  the  Government  payments — cannot  such 
a  d,emand  be  supplied  out  of  the  seventy-five  milliuna  in 
the  country,  especially  when  four  and  a  half  millions 
were  exported  to  foreign  parts  this  very  year,  not  lo  re- 
turn again?  Of  the  seventy-five  millions  of  specie  in  the 
country,  the  bankt  atone  were  computed  by  ihe  Secre- 
tary of  ilw  Treasury  to  have  forty-five  millions  in  their 
vaults.  Can  they  not  spare  a  few  millions  for  the  aer. 
vice  of  the  fiounlry,  especially  when  the  measuree  of 
PrCKdent  Jackson's  administration  have  Increased  their 
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suppFieB  of  the  precious  nteteli  from  tweatjr-five  to  forty- 
five  millions  id  three  yean.'  Ur.  B.  would  subjoin  from 
the  Treamry  report  the  statement  of  specie  in  all  the 
banks  in  the  United  States,  as  far  aa  obtained  at  (he 
Treasury  Departnent,  first  premising^  that  the  report 
was  not  complete.  The  number  of  banks  in  tbe  United 
States  and  their  branches  is  near  one  thousand !  Their 
uma  occupy  twelve  columns  in  Biekoell's  Counterfeit 
Detector,  with  nearly  eighty  names  in  each  column! 
The  Trcwory  report  does  not  indude  them  all,  but  the 
main  pir^  and  their  qiccie  is  reported  thus; 

October.  1833,  t3j.OO0,O0O 

January.  1834.  -  97,000.000 

January,  1835.  -  43.000,000 

January,  1836.  -  40,000.000 

December,  1836,  -  45.000.000 

Here  is  an  increase  of  specie  in  their  raults,  said  Hr. 
B.,  of  twenty  millions  in  three  years,  and  ofiite  millions 
of  dollars  during  the  very  year  of  the  Treasury  order's 
exiatence— a  fact  which,  of  itself,  exposes  and  puts  to 
ihame  the  whole  story  of  their  distress  and  ruin,  and  in  - 
abiFitr  to  aid  tbe  eommanity  on  account  of  this  order,  or 
to  furnish  ibe  speciewhich  il  requires.  The  fact  is  con* 
elusive:  it  stamps  the  whole  contrivance  on  the  part  of 
the  banks  which  have  engaged  in  it,  as  a  shameful  and 
fraudulent  imposition  upon  the  public.  It  is  enough  of 
itself;  but  the  cuatom-houBe  books  show  that  these  banks 
would  in  reafity  have  increased  their  specie  to  ten  mil- 
lions thia  year,  bad  it  not  been  for  (he  aiims  exported  to 
fbrei^  countricf ,  Tbe  exports  of  specie,  up  to  near  the 
end  of  November,  were  »4,435,815t  of  which  «313,8ll 
was  in  gold.  But  this  is  nothing,  according  to  the  Phil- 
adelphia letter.  It  is  nothing;  while  tbe  one  third  of 
that  sum  going  into  our  land  offices,  and  thence  through 
(lovemment  payments  to  the  people,  is  to  create  intense 
diitrcas,  deran^  the  exchanges  deprive  tbe  banks  which 
affect  to  be  injaredbytheTreaaury  order  of  all  capacity 
to  make  loans  to  bunneai  men,  and  Justify  them  in  throw- 
ing borrawera  into  tbe  hands  of  uauren*  to  be  fined  at  tbe 
rate  of  3  per  cent,  per  month  discount  (equal  to  4  per 
cent,  interest)  for  the  use  of  money. 

But  Mr.  B.  bad  another  test  to  apply  to  the  capacity 
of  those  baafcfl  to  furoiah  tbe  small  amount  of  fire  millions 
of  doUaiB  per  annum  for  the  purchase  of  public  landa. 
ft  waa  io  the  contrast  exhibited  by  tbe  one  thousand 
banks  of  the  United  States  with  what  is  done  by  a  single 
banker  in  (he  Bitgtiah  county — he  ml^ht  almost  say 
kingdom  instead  of  county — for  Lancashire,  in  point  of 
wraith,  is  equal  to  the  second  rate  kingdoms  of  Europe 
—in  the  English  county  of  Lancashire,  and  where  there 
are  no  local  paper-issuing  banks  or  bankers.  He  would 
give  the  sworn  words  of  Samuel  Jonea  Lloyd.  Esq..  a 
banker,  examined  before  the  committee  or  ihirty-one 
members  of  tbe  Houae  of  Commons  in  1833t  a  committee 
of  which  Lord  Allhorpe  was  chairman,  and  such  men  as 
SirR<riiert  Peel.  Lord  John  Russell,  Mr.  Goulburn,  Sir 
Henry  Psmell.  Hr.  Baring,  and  m'ire  than  (wo  dozen 
tcarcely  their  inferiors,  were  members,  and  on  which 
such  men  as  tbe  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  Mr. 
N'  M.  BethacbiM,  and  a  hundred  distinguished  bankers 
and  mercbanta  were  witneiKS.  Ur.  Lloyd,  among  other 
tMngi^  testified  to  tbe  quantity  of  gold  paid  weekly  by 
a  Bn^  banking  eatablishment,  (his  own.)  fur  wsgea  to 
working  people  in  the  city  of  Manchester,  one  out  oP 
the  many  great  cities  which  Lancashire  contains.  This 
b  the  part  of  bis  evidence  relating  to  this  point : 

"  A  great  amount  in  gold  is  paid  at  Manchester,  m 
wages.  Witness's  bouse  issues  about  35,000  sovereigns 
weekly.  That  issue  was  formerly  in  one  pound  notes. 
There  is  no  local  iasue  in  Lancashire." 

Hoe  are  three  atatemento  (said  Mr.  B.)  which  ought 
to  be  iterotyped  on  the  bead  and  heart  of  every  fHcnd  to 


the  constitutional  currency  of  our  America:  1.  Twenty- 
five  thousand  sovereigns  piud  weekly  by  one  banking- 
house,  for  wa^s  to  working  people.   S.  This  amount 
formerly  paid  in  one  pound  notes.  3.  No  local  bank 
suing  paper  now  in  Lancaibire. 

Confining  his  remarks  to  one  only  of  these  stalementa 
>— the  amount  of  weekly  payments  in  gold — Mr.  B.  said 
the  annual  amount  was  one  million  three  hundred  thou- 
sand sovereigns,  equal  to  six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars! 
This  was  paid  by  a  single  banking  houKi  and  are  we  to 
believe  that  the  1,000  banks  in  tbe  United  States  cannot 
furnish  the  same  amount  for  tbe  purchase  of  the  public 
lands?  And  are  we.  after  attempting  to  make  them  do 
it,  to  be  clamored  down  by  a  combined  cry  from  apecu- 
talors.  a  part  of  the  banks,  and  politicians,  that  (he  coun- 
try was  paralyzed  and  desolated  by  the  experiment,  and 
that  alt  further  attempt'must  instantly  cease? 

Hr.  B.  would  make  a  short  issue  with  all  these  com- 
plaining banks(  they  either  have,  or  have  not,  their  pro- 
portion or  the  forty-five  millions  of  specie  which  they  re- 
port is  in  their  vaults.  If  they  have  it.  there  is  no  dif- 
ficulty in  furnishing  apecie  for  the  land  ofGcesf  if  they 
have  it  not.  then  their  returns  are  deceptive — their  pe- 
riodical exhibitions  of  specie  are  nolhing  but  show  mo- 
ney) and  the  sooner  the  people  find  out  their  hollowness 
and  emptiness,  the  better  for  (be  whole  community. 

But.  (continued  Mr.  B.,)  let  the  amount  of  specie  be 
what  it  may  in  the  banks,  the  fact  is,  that  there  is  aliout 
seventy-five  millions  in  the  country,  and  a  goodly  part  of 
(hat  in  in  the  hands  of  the  community.  In  October,  1833. 
when  the  depositea  were  removed,  the  whole  amount  of 
specie  in  the  hanks  was  returned  at  about  twenty-five 
millions,  and  that  in  the  hands  of  the  community  waa 
computed  at  only  four  millions.  The  community  is  now 
computed  to  have  twenty-eight  million^  and  the  annual 
increase  is  thus  rrportetf  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury: 

Dates.  Specio  In  acliva  ctrcitlaUan. 

October.  1833  -  »4.000,000 

1st  January.  1834,  -  12,000.000 

1st  January,  1835.  -  18,000,000 

1st  January,  1836.  -  23,000.000 

1st  December,  1836,       -  38,000,000 

Here,  then,  is  a  sum  in  tbe  hands  of  the  community, 
sufficient  to  supply  the  public  land  demand,  on  account 
of  actual  setilers.  four  tiroes  over.  The  rapidity  with 
which  gold  and  silver  has  increased  since  tbe  com- 
mencement of  the  operations  to  restore  the  conslilu- 
Itonal  currency,  sboulil  banish  all  doubt  on  the  practica. 
bility  of  doing  it.  See  what  has  been  done  in  four  j  eara 
against  the  powerful  opposition,  the  systematic  i-esist-. 
ance,  and  the  scoffinj-s  and  jeerings  of  a  great  political 
and  moneyed  party.  Four  years  more  may  be  equally 
BUeeessrul,  if  Iheae  resolutions  can  be  defeated,  and,  in- 
stead of  seventy-five  millions,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
millions,  and  nearly  forty  millions  of  it  gold,  may  be  in 
the  country.  But  nobody  expects  this  amount  to  come 
into  the  country,  or  what  Is  in  it  now  to  remain,  unlfsa 
the  Federal  Government  can  continue  its  onward  course 
in  the  reformation  of  the  currency.  If  it  relapsea  into  a 
paper  money  currency,  the  whole  community  must  re* 
lapse  into  it  atso)  and  the  lesult  muat  be;  what  it  has 
been  heretofore,  universal  banishment  of  the  precious 
metals,  the  eventual  stoppage  of  all  the  Slate  bankp.  and 
a  call  fur  tbe  re-establisbmcnt  of  (he  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  the  only  safe  regulator  of  tbe  State  cur- 
rencies. 

The  increase  of  banks  and  paper  money,  and  (he  ne> 
cessKy  of  restraining  the  issues  of  these  c<trp9Tationi^  as 
alleged  in  the  President's  message,  was'  next  adverted 
to  by  Mr.  B.  fie  referred  to  tbe  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  which  showed  these  resultsi 
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Detet.  Paper  in  oeftw  drealaiion. 

Netr  l«t  October,  1833,  -  $80,000,000 


lit  Jtnusry,  1834, 
lit  Jsnuarjr,  1835, 
iBt  Janutry,  183^ 
lit  December,  1836, 


76,000,000 
82.000,000 
108,000.000 
130.000,000 


Here  is  in  increue  of  about  fwiy  millioni  of  paper 
ntoney  in  two  year*.  But  it  is  not  the  whole  ineretse  in 
that  time.  The  computalion  ia  principatl]'  n»de  from 
(he  return!  of  the  old  bankij  while  one  hundred  and  six 
new  onea,  with  capitals  of  nzty  mitlioni,  bid  been  cre- 
ated; and  tveire  millions  and  three  quarters  of  increased 
capital  to  the  old  banks  had  been  granted  durinff  the 
past  wintert  so  that  Hfiy  millions  of  increase  of  paper 
was  probably  the  amount  when  ihe  Treasury  order  was 
tssueH,  and  the  increase  ^Ing  on  with  a  deplorable  ra> 
pidity.  The  national  domain  was  the  object  that  was 
altrsciing  it.  The  temptation  was  irreiistibte.  A  quire 
of  paper,  speckled  orer  with  figare^  would  transmute 
into  100,000  acres  of  hind;  a  ream  of  paper  into  a  miU 
lion  of  acres.  One  thousand  engines  were  at  work, 
striking  tbts  paperj  hosts  of  speculators,  loaded  with 
bales  of  it.  were  on  their  way  to  all  the  new  Slates.  It 
was  evident  the  national  domain  was  becoming  a  fund 
for  the  redempUon  of  alt  this  paper.  It  was  all  receiva- 
ble in  exchange  for  lands^  ana  tlie  holders  of  these  bills 
seem  to  consider  them  as  aat'gnaU,  like  those  of  the 
French  national  convention,  eoiifertible  into  the  terri. 
tory  of  the  republic  at  tlie  will  of  the  possessor,  and  the 
faster  the  belter.  This  was  the  state  of  things  on  the 
rise  of  Coi^grees,  and  the  two  halls  of  that  body  had 
resounded  with  the  denunciation  of  the  ruinous  aspect 
of  this  exchange  of  land  for  paper,  four  months  before 
the  adjournment  took  place.  The  Prendent.  actine 
under  the  constilulion  and  laws  of  the  country,  applied 
the  remedy  which  the  erbii  required,  and  which  the 
laws  and  constitution  authorized.  Be  saved  the  national 
dom^nt  be  checked  the  expansion  of  the  paper  aystemt 
he  saved  (he  Treasury  from  a  frightful  accumulation  uf 
"unavailable  funAt;'*  and  he  prevented  that  cntastro- 
phe  in  the  State  banks  tu  which  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slatea  ia  anxiously  looking,  lystematically^  pronotinr 
Mid  impatiently  awaiting  that  catastrophe  in  (be  local 
banks  which  would  again  disgrace  and  discredit  them, 
and  bring  foilh  the  whole  United  States  Dank  party  to 
exclaim.  We  told  you  so!  we  told  yuu  this  would  be  the 
consequence  of  not  renewing  our  charter!  and  now  you 
all  see  it!  and  we  demand  the  re-establishment  oF  the 
national  bank  as  the  only  means  of  regulating  the  State 
banks!  President  Jackson  has  prevented  all  this;  and 
has  shown  that  llie  constitutional  currency  can  regulate 
the  State  banks;  and  for  this  he  has  drawn  upon  him- 
self the  denunciations  of  disappointed  speeulatora.  dis- 
appi^ted  politicians,  and  disappointed  bankers.  He 
has  prevented  many  and  great  evils,  and,  among  others, 
the  furthtr  depreciation  of  the  currency.  Fifty  millions 
of  additional  paper,  put  nut  in  two  years,  has  enabled 
the  banks  to  imprison  ferty.five  millions  of  apeeie.  and 
the  whole  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of  paper  mo- 
ney afloat  during  the  summer  has  depreciated  the  gen- 
eral currency;  which  is  seen  by  the  importation  of  wheat 
from  Germany  and  the  DUck  sea,  by  the  importation  of 
beef  and  pork  from  Irdanfl.  bay  from  Scotland,  and 
many  other  necessaries  of  life  from  Europe;  which  is 
leen  in  the  rise  of  price  in  every  article  which  depends 
for  fale  on  its  depreciated  curreneyt  for  articles  whose 
price  depends  upon  foreign  markets,  where  the  notes  of 
our  one  thousand  banks  sre  not  taken  for  money,  as  to- 
bacco and  cotton  have  not  risen.  The  progress  and  the. 
evih-oftlTis  depreciation,  which  commenced  before  the 
Treasury  order,  which  that  order  has  checked,  but 
which  must  recommei.ce  with  its  rectsion,  is  powcrfu'ly 


sketched  in  (hat  part  of  President  Jackson's  message 
which  relates  to  the  currency.    He  says: 

"The  progress  of  an  ezpanaion,  or  rather  a  depre- 
ciation of  the  currency,  by  excessive  bank  laauei^  is  al- 
ways attended  by  a  loss  to  the  laboring  classes.  This 
portion  of  the  community  hu  neither  time  nor  opportu- 
nity to  watch  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  the  money  market. 
F.ngaged  from  day  to  day  in  their  useful  toils,  they  do 
not  perceive  that,  although  their  wages  are  nominally 
the  same,  or  even  somewhat  higher,  they  are  greatly 
reduced,  in  fact,  by  the  rapid  increase  of  a  spurious  cur- 
rency, which,  as  it  appears  to  make  money  abound,  they 
are  at  first  inclined  to  consider  a  bleiaing.  II  is  not  bo 
with  the  speculator,  by  whom  thia  operation  it  better 
underatooil,  and  is  made  to  contribute  to  bis' advantage. 
It  is  not  until  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life  become 
so  dear  that  the  laboring  classes  cannot  supply  their 
wants  out  of  their  wages,  that  the  wages  rise,  and  grad- 
ually reach  a  justly  proportioned  rale  to  that  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  their  labt^.  When  thus,  by  the  depreciation, 
in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  paper  in  circulation, 
wages  as  well  as  prices  become  exorbitant,  it  is  soon 
found  that  the  whole  effect  of  the  adulteration  is  a  tariff 
on  our  home  industry  for  the  benefit  of  the  countriei 
where  gold  and  silver  circulate  and  maintain  uniformity 
and  mtideration  in  prices.  It  is  then  perceived  that  the 
enhancement  of  the  price  of  land  and  labur  produces  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  price  of  products,  until 
these  products  do  not  sustain  a  competition  with  simihtr 
onea  in  other  countries,  and  thus  both  manuhcturing  and 
agricultural  productions  cease  to  bear  exportation  from 
the  country  of  this  spurious  currency,  because  they  can- 
not be  sold  for  cost.  This  is  the  process  by  which  spe- 
cie is  banished  by  Ihe  paper  of  the  banks.  Their  vaults 
are  soon  exhausted  to  pay  for  foreign  commoditiea.-  the 
next  step  is  a  stoppage  of  specie  payment— a  total  deg- 
radation of  paper  as_a  currency;  unusual  depression  of 
prices,  the  ruin  of  debtors,  and  the  accumulation  of 
property  in  the  hands  of  creditor!  and  cautious  capital- 
ists." 

This  Csaid  Mr.  B.)  is  the  progress  and  effect  of  a  de- 
preciated paper  currency.  The  imprudence  and  the 
criminality  of  banks  of  issue  are  equally  the  sources  of 
this  depreciation;  and  the  community  is  equally  the  vic- 
tim of  their  misconduct,  whether  it  results  from  accident, 
folly,  or  des'gn.  It  is  established  in  England  (hat  a  sud- 
den increase  of  one  million  sterling,  by  Bank  of  England 
issues,  will,  in  many  stales  i  f  the  moneyed  system,  pro- 
duce a  depreciation  in  the  value  of  money  which  will  be 
sensibly  felt  in  the  kingdom.  Wba'.  then,  is  to  be  the 
effect  of  an  increase  of  fifiy  millions  of  paper  dollars,  in 
two  years,  in  thia  countryf  It  must  be  what  every  per- 
son sees  and  feels  it  to  be — a  depreciation  of  at  least  one 
third  of  the  value  of  paper  money!  so  that  all  persons 
living  on  salaries,  fixed  incomes,  and  wages,  are  in  the 
condition  of  having  sufl^cred  a  diminution  of  one  third  of 
their  income.  Living  is  becoming  as  dear  in  our  young 
and  prolific  America  as  in  the  and  and  crowded  coun« 
tries  of  Europe.  Let  no  one  delude  himself  with  the 
belief  that  there  is  no  depreciation  while  bank  notes 
continue  to  be  convertible  into  gold  and  silver;  this 
would  be  a  great  error;  for  it  Is  of  the  very  nature  of  de- 
predating  paper  to  carry  down  gold  and  silver  with  it, 
until  things  reach  that  point  when  prudent  men  begin  to 
exact  payments  in  hard  money,  or,  which  is  the  same 
thing,  to  carry  home  in  silver  at  nifiht  the  amount  of 
every  note  received  during  the  day.  When  thinga  have 
reached  that  point,  and  about  the  time  when  all  prudent 
men  have  taken  care  of  themselves,  the  public  mii>d  be- 
gins  to  get  uneasy.  Some  cause,  no  matter  what,  starts 
an  alarmt  and  in  a  few  weeks  the  explosion  is  universal. 
Such  was  the  point  to  which  we  were  rapidly  tending  in 
July  last.   President  Jackson  bu  arrested  this  depreci- 
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ttion,  and  saved  the  country  from  a  dire  calamity.  Hit 
Treasury  order  has  nved  it.  It  has  stopped  the  issuei 
of  a  hmt  of  tianka,  and  bound  up  the  element!  of  deio- 
htlon  in  their  own  cavenu.  The  raging  windi  are  notr 
impriaoned:  Boreas,  Eurus  *nd  Auster,  are  now  con- 
fined. The  fabulous  conception  of  the  father  of  poets 
is  realized,  nut  upon  the  ocean  of  waters,  but  upon  the 
ocean  of  paper  money.  The  elements  of  destruction 
are  lied  upi  and  wo  to  those  who,  imitating  the  nub  con- 
duct of  tha  companions  of  Ulysses,  shall  untie  the  fated 
bag,  and  turn  loose  tempests,  storms,  and  desolating  fury 
upon  the  land. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  would  be  unjust,  after  ikying  so  much 
of  the  expansion  of  the  paper  currency,  and  the  OTer- 
iMoes  of  the  local  banks^  not  to  add,  that  the  picture  was 
not  intended  to  be  applicable  to  the  whole  of  these 
banks;  that  he  knew  of  many  honorable  exceptions,  and 
there  n^ght  be  many  more  that  he  did  not  know  of.  His 
means  m  biformatton  were  limited  to  the  official  returns 
of  the  deposite  btnks,  now  about  ninety  in  number;  and 
while,  of  these,  he  saw  many  whose  paper  dollars  in  cir- 
culation, to  say  nothing  of  their  deposites,  were  fivr, 
ten,  fifteen,  to  one  for  their  specie  dollars  tn  their  vaults, 
yet  there  were  others  where  the  proportion  was  the 
other  way.  The  Merchants*  Bank,  Boston,  had  $384,000 
specie,  and  $356,000  in  circulationt  the  Bank  of  Ameri- 
ca, New  York,  had  11,490,000  in  specie,  and  $572,000 
notes  out;  the  Manhattan,  in  the  sane  place,  had 
$690,000  specie,  and  $566,000  paper  out;  the  Planters* 
Bulk,  Georeta,  bad  $497,000  specie,  $361,000  paper; 
and  many  others  whose  issues  but  slightly  eioeeded  their 
specie  in  hand.  It  was  due  to  these  banks,  and  doubt- 
less lo  many  more,  whose  returns  were  not  accessible  to 
him,  to  except  them  from  the  censure  and  the  complaint 
which  lies  sgsintt  those  whoiiC  unjustifiable  issues  have 
produced  the  expansion  and  depreciation  of  currency 
wbieb  i>  now  visible  to  all. 

Adverting  to  Present  Jackson^  great  design  of  in< 
creasing  the  specie  in  the  country,  Mr.  B.  said  there  was 
an  indiMoIuble  connex'on  between  the  state  of  the  spe- 
cie  in  a  country  and  its  prosperity  or  distress.  They 
were  cause  and  effect,  and  rose  and  fell  together.  On 
this  point  he  had  a  table  to  produce,  wbich  must  carry 
coflTietion  to  every  mind  which  was  open  to  the  influ* 
cnee  of  iscta  and  reasons.  It  was  a  table  which  covered 
the  most  disastrous  and  the  most  prosperous  period  of 
oar  tinei  and  which  required  but  the  application  of 
cverf  one's  own  knowledge  of  events  to  leu  to  just  and 
inevitable  conclusions. 

Thbie  of  impart  and  export  of  guld  and  tUver  coin  and 
bullion  from  1821  to  1836. 


Team. 


Hp.  1823 
U824 

111  j  1826 
|S|-<  1827 
11828 
"sSa  rl829 
g-S  I  J  1830 

UM] 
3*^  I  1832 

^Sd  riaJ3 

S4  8  J  1834 
i||-<  1835 


Imported. 


$8,064,890 
3.369,846 
5,097,896 
8,379,835 
6,150,765 
6,880,960 
8,151,130 
7,489.741 
7,403,612 
8,155.964 
7,305,945. 
5,907,504 
7,1.70,368 
17,911,632 
13.131,447 
13,166kS7i 


F.xported. 


$10,478,059 
10,810,180 
6,373,987 
7,014,552 
8,797,055 
4,704,533 
8,014,880 
8,343,476 
4,924,020 
3, 178  773 
9,014,931 
5,656,340 
3,614,953 
1,676,258 
5,748,174 
4,435,815 


Here  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  a  period  of  sixtern  years,  divi- 
ded into  portions  of  four  years  each,  by  the  admintstnu 
tions  of  different  Presidents.  The  first  showed  a  heavf 
export  of  specie,  and  the  loss  of  near  twelve  millions  of 
doiUrs)  the  second,  a  loss  of  about  a  million  and  a  hslfj 
the  third,  a  gain  of  about  six  millions;  the  fourth,  a  gain 
of  nrar  forty  millions,  and  upwards  of  that  ajpount,  when 
the  produce  of  our  native  gold  mines  were  added. 
These  were  the  results;  and,  without  embarrassing  his 
remarks  with  complicated  details,  he  would  take  the  pe- 
riods of  strongest  contrast— the  first  and  last  foiTr  years 
of  the  sixteen.  Every  person  would  recolleet  the  period 
of  lS31.-*33.-.*33,-'34.  It  was  the  eeason  of  bank  stop- 
psges;  of  depreciated  paper  moneyi  of  stop  laws,  relief 
laws,  tender  laws,  loan  laws,  properly  laws;  the  season 
of  depressed  prices  of  properly  and  produce,  of  ruin  lo 
debtors,  and  harvests  to  money-holders  and  cautious 
cspitalists.  It  was  the  time  when  a  creditor  who  ^diould 
receive  from  his  debtor  ten  dollars  in  Kentucky  paper, 
and  gave  five  dollars  in  changr,  would  have  received 
nothing,  and  the  debtor  wonid  have  paid  nothing.  It 
was  the  time  when  two  bills  for  the  same  article  were 
made  out  in  the  West:  one  for  silver.and  one  for  paper, 
the  latter  being  the  former  multiplied  by  two.  Now,  look 
to  the  table.  This  disastrous  season  will  be  seen  to  have 
been  the  period  of  least  importstion  awl  greatest  ex- 
portation  of  specie.  Search  the  maBMrr,%nd  it  will  in- 
form you  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  then  juM 
recovered  from  its  own  crius  «f.)fit9,  indjust  strong 
enough  to  do  mischief,  wss  evpiiqr^in  ev'isceraling  the 
whole  interior  country  of  its  goM  and  silver,  and  coTleet- 
ing  it  on  the  seaboard,  where  it  was  exported  to  coun- 
tries unafBicted  with  the  pestilence  of  papcr.money. 
Look  to  the  last  period,  the  present  line;  and  it  will  be 
seen  that,  dating  from  that  era  which  should  become  na- 
tional, and  receive  perennial  honors  in  anniverssry  cele- 
brations— the  most  glorious  ent  of  the  removal  of  the 
depDsites— dating  from  thai  era,  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
we  have  gained  near  forty  millions  of  specie  by  importa- 
tions, and  that  the  gain  exceeds  forty  tniUions,  when  the 
domestic  supplies  are  added.  The  present  period,  then, 
is  the  season  of  the  greatest  increase  of  specie  ever 
known;  and  such  also  is  the  national  prosperity.  Never 
before-did  the  prosperity  of  any  country  equal  the  pitos* 
ent  time;  never  waa  there  such  exuberance  of  prosperi- 
ty; and  that,  after  making  due  allowance  for  what  is  fic- 
titious, from  the  excess  of  paper  and  the  effect  of  a  de- 

Ereciatcd  currency.  This  excess  and  depreciation  would 
e  fatal,-were  it  not  for  the  seventy-fire  millions  of  spe- 
cie in  the  country.  But  these  threescore  and  fifteen 
millions  are  the  safety  of  the  land.  They  make  the  peo- 
ple independent  of  the  bankst  they  nuke  them  inde- 
pendent of  panicst  they  prepare  them  for  the  present 
panic,  this  starveling  concern,  now  in  a  course  of  prep- 
aration by  the  authors  of  the  old  one.  Thanks  to  the 
wisdom,  the  foresight,  the  energy,  of  Prrrident  Jackson, 
he  has  prepared  the  country  for  this  second  panic;  he 
has  fortified  it,  and  armed  it  for  the  contest.  Seventy- 
five  millions  of  specie  puts  paper  at  defiance,  and  ena- 
bles the  country  to  stand  the  shock  of  the  encounter. 
No  longer  can  banks  set  themselves  up  above  law  and 
above  Qovernmpnt.  No  longer  can  they  stop  payment, 
and  force  their  dishonored  paper  upon  the  country.  The 
bank  that  would  n'lw  attempt  it  would  instantly  be  put 
to  the  icbt  of  insolvency,  and  subjected  to  the  law  of  the 
land  as  well  sm  to  the  law  of  public  opinion.  Her  dis- 
honored pAper  would  be  driven  in  upon  her,  and  the  last 
hard  dollar  extracted  from  her  vauhs.  These  being  the 
fruits  of  Prckident  Jackson's  great  measure  for  r^oring 


.  Y*i»  XIII. 


a  specie  currency,  who  can  justify  the  opposite  course 
which  is  now  proposed^  s  course  by  which  specie  is  to 
be  dispensed  with  by  the  Federal  Government,' pkper  to 
take  its  place,  specie  again  to  b«}ome  aa  utkte  ofmer- 
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ehandiie  for  ezporlstion  tn  foreiffn  countriei^  and  the 
d'wMtroui  Bcenei  of  1821,-'22,-'33,-'24  again  realized. 
The  crisis  had  approached  in  July;  paper  was  pouring 
into  the  Treasury,  sprcie  was  departing  for  foreign 
climesi  PresidenlJackeon  checked  the  inundation  of  pa- 
per, and  he  compelled  the  departing  specie  to  counter* 
march—  to  face  Weit  instead  of  East — to  our  land  nffices 
instead  of  foreign  porlst  and,  in  doing  this,  he  has  bene- 
fited his  country,  and  drawn  upon  himself  the  denuncia- 
tion of  those  who  now  attack  him. 

Mr.  B.  would  conclude  hit  observations  on  this  part  of 
the  subject,  with  calling  tbe  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
public  imputation  of  wicked  motives,  attributed  to  Pres- 
ident Jackson  in  the  Kentucky  speecli  and  Philadelphia 
letter,  from  which  extracts  had  been  read.  Christian 
charity  forbids,  and  gentlemanly  breeding  avoids,  the 
gntuitoui  imputation  of  malignant  motives.  There  are 
cases  in  which  delicacy  reooib  from  a  public  and  insult, 
ing  reference  from  one  man  to  another.  But  where  was 
Christian  charity,  gentlemanly  -breeding,  or  delicacy  of 
feeling,  when  such  words  as  these  were  used  in  refer- 
ence to  President  Jackson?  "  I  have  little  doubt  that 
the  specie  order  was  the  revenge  of  the  President  upon 
Congress  for  passing  the  distribution  law."  Here,  said 
llr.  B.,  is  not  only  a  personal  outrage  to  the  President, 
but  an  attempt  to  excite  the  resentment  of  Congress 
against  him,  and  to  mark  him  for  the  vengeance  of  all 
ttho  are  disposed  to  pervert  the  deponte  set  into  a  dis- 
tribution law ;  and  all  thi*,  too,  upon  the  gratuitous  impu- 
tation of  a  wicked  motive  (or  a  measure  just,  wise,  legal, 
and  indispensably  necessary  within  itsell!  MoiivcF,  con- 
tinued Ur.  B.,  are  within  the  cognizance  of  the  Searcher 
of  all  hearts.  He  can  see  ihem  as  they  are;  the  mortal 
eye  may  mittake  ihem:  It  ia  good,  then,  for  frail  human- 
ity to  be  ilow  in  charging  a  bad  motive  for  t  ven  a  ques- 
tionable action^  he  had,  therefore  refrained  from  all  ref- 
erence to  motives  for  the  design  of  those  coincident  and 
twin  productions  from  which  he  had  made  quotatinns — 
the  Kentucky  speech  and  the  Philadelphia  letter!  He 
bad  not  said  that  ihey  were  the  revenge  of  disappointed 
ambition  for  a  lost  presidential  chair,  nor  of  disappointed 
avarice  for  a  lost  national  bank  charter.  He  had  not 
even  intimated  that  the  marble  palace  in  Chesnut  street, 
and  the  shady  groves  of  Ashland,  might  be  conscious  to 
tbe  embraces  from  which  this  rescinding  resolution  has 
iprungi  or  that  the  imperative  requisition  upon  this  Con- 
greu  to  command  the  instant  repeal  of  the  Treasury  or- 
der was  founded  in  any  sclieme  to  obtain,  from  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  a  triumph  over  that  man  to 
whom  the  people  thenuelvea  have  granted  so  many  tri- 
umphs over  the  tame  purauers.  For  himself,  he  had 
omitted  all  such  intimations,  and  should  drop  all  further 
notice  of  them  now.  Leaving,  then,  the  actors  and  ac- 
eeasotjipB  to  this  proceeding,  its  (>r1gin  and  their  motives, 
to  the  phasis  under  which  ihey  themsthes  have  exhibit- 
ed it,  . he  should  join  President  Jackson  in  the  confident 
belief  expressed  by  him  in  the  concluding  parag'Sph  of 
that  part  of  hia  measage  which  relates  to  the  issuance  of 
the  Treasury  order,  "that  his  country  would  6i>d,  in 
tbe  motivra  which  had  induced  it,  and  in  the  happy  coii< 
■equeneea  which  have  ensued,  much  to  commend,  and 
nothing  to  condemn." 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  staled  in  the  commencement  of  hia 
speech  that  two  great  objects  wtre  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  rescinding  resolution:  first,  the  condemnation  of 
FrendenI  Jackson  for  a  violation  of  the  laws  and  consti- 
tution, and  the  deatruetion  of  the  public  prosperity;  and, 
iccondly,  the  overthrow  of  the  coiistitutional  cuirency, 
and  the  imposition  of  the  psper  money  of  all  the  Slate 
Governments  upon  the  Federal  Government.  He  had 
spoken  to  the  first  of  these  objects,  and,  as  he  hoped, 
successfully  vindicated  the  President  from  all  the  char- 
ges on  which  it  rested;  the  second  vbject  was  now  to  be 


attended  to,  and  would  be  discuaaed  with  alt  the  brevity 
and  despatch  which  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  per- 
mitted. 

This  design  (said  Mr.  B  )  to  overthrow  tbe  hard  mo- 
ney  system  of  the  constitution,  and  to  enthrone  the  paper 
money  system  :n  its  place,  ia  ss  old  as  the  constitution  it- 
self, and  baa  been  the  leading  policy  of  a  great  political 
party,  from  the  foundation  of  that  party,  near  fifly  yeara 
ago,  and  under  all  its  mutationa  of  name,  down  to  the 
present  hour.  Gold  and  tflver,  thotigh  not  without  a 
struggle  for  a  national  bank  and  a  national  paper  curren- 
cy, were  made  the  currency  of  the  Federal  Government 
by  the  convention  which  created  this  Government.  So 
fixed  and  jealous  waa  the  mind  of  the  convention  on  this 
point,  that  even  the  power  of  coining  gold  and  silver, 
which  had  been  left  to  the  States  under  tbe  articlea  of 
confederation,  was  taken  away  from  them  by  the  new 
constitution.  The  members  of  thai  great  convention 
were  not  only  fixed  upon  having  gold  and  silver  for  tlie 
curteney  of  the  new  Government,  but  slao  determined 
upon  Us  uniformity,  so  that  the  same  piece  should  be 
the  same  thing  m  form,  name,  device,  and  value, 
throughout  the  Union.  The  exclusion  of  paper  money 
was  as  carefully  enforced  by  the  constitution  as  the 
adoption  of  gold  and  silver  was  sedulousty  guarded. 
The  words  of  the  constitution,  and  tbe  history  of  the 
time?,  and  esnecially  the  forty-fourth  number  of  the 
Federalist,  written  by  Mr.  Madison,  all  prove  this.  The 
early  legislation  of  Congress  conformed  to  the  words 
and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  adopted  the  plainest 
and  strongest  language  to  guard  the  currency  which  it 
had  adopted.  The  two  acts  fundamental  for  tbe  collec- 
tion of  the  two  great  branches  of  the  revenue— lands 
and  custom*,  that  of  1789  for  the  latter,  and  1800  for 
the  former—were  express  that  gold  and  silver  coin  only 
should  be  received  for  the  customs,  and  specie  and  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt  only  for  the  public  lands. 
These  two  great  acts,  being  faithful  interpreters  of  the 
constitution,  have  never  been  openly  attacked  in  either 
House  of  CongresH.  In  all  ibe  changes  which  subsequent 
legislation  haa  made  in  the  laws,  of  which  tbe  hard  mo- 
ney enactments  are  part,  these  clauses  have  been  re- 
tained in  the  same,  or  equivalent  expressionst  so  that  a 
hard  money  currency  still  remains  the  constitutional  and 
the  statutory  currency  of  the  Federal  Government; 
Temporary  ensclments  in  favor  of  Treasury  notes  and 
United  States  Bank  notes  have  ceased;  and  the  juint  res- 
olution of  1816  neither  does  nor  can  repeal  a  law.  Reso- 
lutions, whether  juint  or  several,  are  not  the  tr^ode  of 
national  legiatation.  1  hey  are  only  declaratory  of  facts 
or  principles,  or  expressive  of  the  opinions  and-purpoac  a 
of  the  House  or  Houses  from  which  they  emanate.  Th« 
joint  resolution  differs  from  the  single  in  nothing  but  in 
being  the  declaration,  the  opinion,  or  the  purpose,  of 
both  Houses  instead  of  one,  This  being  the  ease,  and 
the  two  fundamemal  enactments  of  1789  and  180O  being 
still  in  force,  as  retained  in  subsequent  alterations  of  the 
laws  to  which  ihey  belong,  the  question  h,  how  comes 
it  they  have  been  treated  as  dead  letters  on  the  statute 
book,  and  paper  money  received  in  place  of  the  hard 
money  which  they  imperatively  require? 

The  anawer  for  this  question  (said  Mr.  B-)  carries  ua 
up  to  the  time  of  General  Hamilton,  to  the  nrst  year  of 
his  administration  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  to 
the  foundation  of  the  political  school  of  which  he  waa 
the  head.  As  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  becsroe 
his  duty  to  csarry  into  t  fTect  the  act  of  1789,  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  custom-house  duties  in  gold  and  silver  coin 
only.  Instead  of  carrying  the  law  into  effect,  he  nulli- 
fied it  by  construction.  He  interpreted  "gold  and  silver 
coin  only"  to  be  the  notes  of  spccie-pS)  ing  hanks;  and  a 
deposite  of  bank  notes,  as  cash,  to  be  a  deposite  of  spe- 
cie.  This  was  his  con^t^uction,  and^the  ordet  which  he 

Digitized  byCjOOglC 


58 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


54 


Dn.  19, 18S6.]  lyeaturjf  Cirailar.  [Skratb. 


nsaed  to  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  corresponded 
with  it.  At  the  entuing  senion  of  Congresa,  he  justified 
this  construction  in  tn  argtimentatiTe  report)  and  a  few 
extmels  from  this  report  wijl  show  how  the  plain  mean- 
ing of  a  law  can  be  turned  upnde  down  by  construction, 
and  will  revranhe  aoarce  of  the  first  Imposition  of  pa- 
per money  upon  tlie  Federal  Government,  and  the  rea- 
sons for  that  imposition. 

"  This  section  [30th  of  the  revenue  act  of  1789]  pro. 
videa  fw  the  receipt  of  the  dutiea  in  gold  and  nlver  coin 
only.  The  Secretary  has  considered  thii  provinon  ai 
having  for  its  object  the  exclusion  of  payment!  in  the 
paper  emissions  of  the  particular  Stales,  and  the  securing 
the  immediate  or  oltimate  collection  of  the  duties  in  spe. 
cie,  as  intended  to  prohibit  to  individuals  the  right  of 
paying  in  any  thing  except  gold  or  silver  coini  but  not  to 
hinder  the  Treasury  from  making  such  arrangements  as 
its  exigencies,  the  speedy  command  of  the  public  re- 
■ourcea,  And  the  convenience  of  the  community,  mirht 
dictalei  these  arrangements  being  compatible  with  the 
eventaalreceiptof  the  duties  in  specie.  •  *  *  Such 
were  the  reSections  of  the  Secretary  with  regard  to  (he 
authority  to  permit  bank  notes  to  be  taken  in  payment 
of  the  duties.  The  expediency  of  doing  it  appeared  to 
him  to  be  still  leas  questionable.  The  extension  of  their 
circulation  by  the  measure  is  calculated  to  increase  both 
the  ability  nnd  inclination  of  the  banks  to  Hd  the  Gov- 
ernment. *  *  *  Bank  notes  beii^  a  convenient  spe- 
oes  uf  money,  whatever  incresaea  their  circulation  in< 
creases  the  qimtity  of  current  money.  *  •  •  But, 
convineed  as  the  Secretary  is  of  the  usefulness  of  the 
rei^ubtion,  yet,  considisring  the  nature  of  the  clause 
upon  which  thcae  remarks  arise,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  bring  the  subject  under  the  eye  of  the  House.  The 
measure  is  understood  by  sll  concerned  to  be  temporary. 
Indeed,  whenever  ■  national  bank  shall  be  instituted, 
some  new  disposition  of  tlie  thing  will  be  a  matter  of 
course." 

Such  was  the  ai^umeni,  and  such  was  the  object  for 
departing  from  the  act  of  1789,  and  from  the  constitution, 
uf  which  it  was  the  faithful  expositor.  The  effect  was 
the  gradual  and  general  diffusion  of  a  paper  currency 
over  (he  country,  and  a  corresponding  general  and  grad- 
ual diiappearance  and  banishment  or  gold  and  silveri  ao 
that  when  the  first  naliunal  bank  clurter  expired,  in 
1811,  the  Federal  Government  was  left  without  a  nation- 
al currency,  having  neither  the  United  States  Bank 
notea  nor  gold,  and  but  little  silver  in  the  country.  Hr. 
Madiaon'a  administr«tion  was  tlien  driven  to  the  deplora- 
ble necessity  of  using  State  bank  paper  for  a  national 
currency}  and  the  result  is  too  well  known  in  (he  ten 
years'  convulsions  of  the  paper  system  which  ensued. 
The  effect  of  the  whole  waa  the  speedy  resort  to  Mother 
national  bank.  This  bank  came  to  its  conclusion  under 
(he  administration  of  President  Jackson;  and  he,  avoiding 
the  error  into  which  President  Madison's  administration 
bad  fallen  in  1811,  resolved  to  re-establish  the  constitu- 
tional currency,  and  especially  to  revive  the  circulation 
of  gold,  which  had  ceaaed  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
The  success  of  this  great  plan  was  truly  flattering.  The 
goM  currency,  in  three  year*,  had  risen  from  nothing  to 
about  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  silver  currency 
had  increased  in  (he  same  brit-f  space  from  teas  than 
thirty  millions  to  about  sixty  millions,  and  both  against 
(be  determined  opposition  of  a  powerful  political  and 
moneyed  party.  The  success  of  the  experiment  was  es- 
tsbltslicd,  and  it  was  clear  that  the  party  opposed  to  gold 
and  siker  could  no  longer  effect  any  thing  by  direct  op- 
pontioD.  A  new  mode  of  nuking  head  against  it  was 
(ben  Mien  upon,  and  tbat  new  mode  was  to  expand  the 
paper  system  until  it  bursted,  and  thus  to  ruin  the  party 
m  power  by  ruining  (he  finances  and  the  currency.  The 
genenl  recetvability  of  local  paper  for  public  lands, 


made  it  easy  to  Inundate  the  Treasury,  through  the  land 
offices,  with  local  bank  psperi  and  the  spirit  of  specula- 
tion, co-tmerattng  with  this  pditioal  design,  turned  an 
immense  flood  of  paper  tipon  the  national  domain.  It 
was  easy  to  see  that  this  mass  of  paper,  though  credited 
to  the  Government  on  the  books  of  the  deposite  banka 
as  specie,  was  not  cash,  but  only  promises  to  pay  cashf 
and  that,  in  fjct,  it  was  destined  to  become  a  new  and 
second  accumulation  of  unavailable  funds.  A  crisis  in 
the  federal  finances  was  evidently  appronching,  and 
there  was  every  reaaon  to  believe— the  fioon  of  the  two 
Hotises  of  Confcress  daily  attested  (he  fact — that  awarms 
of  speculators,  loaded  with  paper  money,  were  to  alight 
upon  the  public  lands  immediately  after  the  rise  of  Con- 
grrsa.  It  was  probable  that  many  tens  of  millions  of  pa- 
per would  thus  have  been  converted  into  land,  and  that 
the  banks  which  issued  it,  being  unable  to  redeem  it, 
and  tbe  deposite  banks  which  had  improvidently  credit- 
ed it  as  can),  being  unable  to  cash  it,  the  whole  would 
hare  sunk  upon  the  hands  of  the  Federal  Government. 
The  evil  of  such  a  state  of  things  is  too  obvioua  to  be 
depicted.  Not  only  the  Federal  Government  would 
have  lost  its  land,  and  lost  its  revenues,  but  the  whole 
community  would  have  suffered.  But  here  the  energy 
and  foresight  of  President  Jackson  was  again  victorious 
over  the  designs  of  enemies  and  the  imprudence  of 
friends.  He  determined  to  arrest  the  flouds  of  paper 
which  were  ready  toinundate  the  Treasury.  The  specie 
order  was  issued,  and  the  country  was  saved.  The 
wrath  which  the  miKcarrisge  of  so  many  fine  schemes  oc- 
casioned burst  forth  upon  the  President's  lieadj  tbe 
speculator  for  the  loss  of  his  myriad  of  acres;  the  politi- 
cian for  the  escape  of  the  Government  from  the  danger 
that  menaced  it;  the  local  banks  for  the  loss  of  the  na- 
tional domain  fo  bank  upon;  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  for  the  loss  of  its  anticipated  opportunity  of  pro- 
ving that  a  national  bank  was  indispensable  to  the  safis 
collection  of  the  federal  revenues.  To  make  distress  in 
the  country,  and  charge  it  upon  the  Treasury  order,  was 
now  the  resort  of  alt  (he  disappointed  parties.  The 
Kentucky  speech,  and  the  Philadelphia  letter,  were  the 
signal  guns  for  a  new  panic;  and  the  old  drama  of  1833 
waa  immediately  put  in  rehearaal  fur  performance  on  the 
Washington  boards  as  toon  h  Congress  met.  In  every 
respect  this  second  panic  waa  a  servile  copy  of  the  fb^ 
meri  the  same  plot,  the  same  scenes,  the  same  incidents, 
the  same  performers.  No  fertility  of  invention  charac* 
terized  any  part  of  it;  no  touch  of  genius  enlivened  the 
dull  copy  with  the  novelty  even  of  a  single  new  concep- 
tion or  new  phrase.  Here  we  have  it  now,  more  like 
a  starred  wolf  at  tbe  door,  than  a  roaring  lion;  and  lend- 
ing its  feeble  aid  to  the  cause  of  this  rescinding  resolu- 
tion. That  reaolution  is  to  open  the  doors  of  the  Treas- 
ury again  to  the  inundation  of  paper  money,  that.the  ca- 
tastrophe averted  last  summer  mwy  be  produced  next 
spring;  and  (he  question  now  is,  shall  Congress  give  up 
the  public  lands  to  spoil,  and  the  public  Treasury  (o  in- 
convertible paper,  after  President  Jackson  has  saved 
the  country  from  both  evils?  This  is  the  point  we  are 
now  atf  and  if  any  one  wi^ea  proof  uf  the  design  to 
overthrow  Ihe  eonatitutional  currency  and  to  impose  pa- 
per money  upon  (he  Government,  let  him  look  at  tbe 
universality  of  the  abuse  now  lavished  upon  gold  and  sil- 
ver, and  the  applause  bestowed  upon  paper  money,  by 
all  that  great  parly  now  palpably  discriminated  by  the 
distinctive  features  of  (he  HamiUonian  achuol.  Here  is 
a  specimen,  taken  from  the  Philadelphia  letter,  the  fores 
and  beauty  of  whifh  will  be  fully  oomprebended  by  (he 
boa(men  of  the  M>saiBi>ippi  river. 

*■  But  this  miserable  foolery  about  an  exclusive  metal- 
lic currency  is  quite  as  absurd  as  to  discard  the  steam- 
boats and  go  back  to  poling  up  the  Mississippi." 

Tbiris  (iw  manDcr  in  which  tbiswjwt  party  .apeak  of 

Digitized  by  CjOOg  IC 


55 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


50 


Seitatx.] 


TWamry  Cirsubr. 


[Dec.  19.  1836. 


the  currenCT  of  the  cmiiUullon.  *'  Hiienble  foolery"— 
u  much  behind  piper  money  u  i  keel  is  behind  a  steam- 
boat. But  why  inse  time  to  prove  tlieir  hatred  of  gold 
and  their  adoration  of  paper?  They  wotild  be  ashamed  to 
have  it  tbotiglit  otherwise.  They  take  care  that  nobody 
shall  think  otherwise  by  their  ostentatious  abuse,  in  sea- 
son and  out  of  season,  of  the  gold  currencyt  >i)d  by  their 
oslentatiouf  praisei  without  rhyme  or  reason,  of  paper 
money?  Ills  incontestable,  then,  that  the  imposition  of 
the  paper  system  upon  t)ie  Federal  Government  is  the 
second  great  object  of  this  resolution;  and  tliat  for  the 
avowed  reasons  mentioned  by  General  Hamilton  in  his 
argument  of  1790*  in  favor  of  substituting  piper  for  gold 
and  silver. 

Mr.  B.  envied  not  the  vocation  cf  any  men,  or  of  any 
party,  who  employed  themselves  in  the  habitual  vitupe- 
ration of  any  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  country,  and 
especially  that  part  of  it  which  was  eonwdered  by  its 
fnmers  as  among  the  most  important  and  valuable.  Gold 
and  silver  is  the  currency  of  the  constitution.  Those  who 
aitsck  that  currency  attack  the  constitution,  and  that  in 
one  of  its  most  valusble  part*,  and  Itie  very  part  which 
moat  universally  concerns  the  people.  Every  citizen  is 
concerned  in  the  carrency,  and  to  attack  that  money 
which  the  constitution  guaranties,  is  to  attack  at  once  his 
rights  and  the  tscred  instrument  by  which  he  holdn  them. 
Mr.  B.  bad  shown  the  origin  oi  this  war  of  paper  against 
gold;  he  bad  ahown  it  to  lie  at  the  origin  of  the  great 
political  parliea  which,  under  whatsoever  names,  have 
existed  for  near  fifty  years  in  this  country;  and  it  was 
perfectly  clear  that,  from  the  time  of  Central  Hamilton 
to  the  present  day,  a  preference  of  paper  to  gold  and 
silver  baa  been  tbe  distinctive  tenet  of  one  party,  and 
constitutci  the  esiential  and  radical  distinction  between 
the  two. 

Mr.  B.  Slid  it  vai  incontestable  that  every  nation  must 
have  a  national  currency.  It  must  have  such  a  currency 
not  only  in  name  but  in  fact)  and  nothing  can  answer  for 
a  national  currency  but  that  which  combines  two  proper- 
ties: first,  uniformity  of  value  all  over  the  country; 
secondly,  convenient  purtabtlily.  Silver  possesses  one 
of  these  qudities,  but  it  lacks  the  other*  gold  possesses 
both,  and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  guaran* 
ties  its  use.  Gold  ia  then  the  constitutional  national  cur- 
rency of  the  United  Slaten,  and  Mr.  B.  held  all  attempts 
to  substitute  pnper  in  its  place  to  be  unconstitutional  and 
pernicious.  Two  national  banks  had  been  chartered  to 
furnish  a  national  psper  currencyt  they  have  both  been 
put  down,  afier  twenty  years'  trial  of  each,  by  the  power 
ot  the  people.  When  the  first  was  put  down,  a  fatal 
error  was  committed  by  those  who  did  it  rn  not  restoring 

f;nld;  and  that  error  was  doubled  by  filing  back  upon 
ocal  State  paper,  and  adopting  it  for  the  currency  of  the 
Federal  Government.  Profiting  by  that  great  error, 
those  who  put  down  the  second  national  bank  made  it  a 
part  of  their  plan,  and  the  part  upon  the  success  of 
which  every  thing  was  to  depend,  that  gold,  and  not 
local  bank  paper,  should  become  the  national  currency 
of  tbe  Union.  This  was  the  plan,  and,  in  pursuance  of 
it,  many  steps  have  been  taken  towards  excluding  loeal 
bank  paper  from  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Federal  Government,  and  introducing  gold  in  its  place. 
The  largest  and  most  essential  of  these  steps  was  the 
Treaaury  order  of  July  last;  and  now  the  present  move- 
ment for  the  rescision  of  that  itrder,  and  for  the  continu- 
ation of  local  paper  in  the  receipts,  and  consequently  in 
the  expendiiurei^  of  the  Federal  Government,  bringsup 
tbe  question,  wbelbcr  gold  or  local  paper  is  to  be  made 
the  national  currency?  It  brings  up  the  question,  for 
what  the  .Government  receives  as  cash  it  must  pay  out  as 
cash;  «nd  what  the  Government  ihits  receives  and  pays 
out  becomes  the  currency  of  the  country  also;  for  the 
people,  single-handed,  cannot  make  head  against  the  ac- 
tion o(the  GuremineDt. 


The  effect  of  tbe  present  moveiMnt,  then,  is  to  over- 
turn the  plan  of  those  who  put  down  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  to  substitute  for  the  national  gold  cur- 
rency, which  they  promised  the  country,  the  actual  paper 
currencies  of  all  the  States  and  Territories  of  the  Union. 
This  is  tbe  effect  of  tbe  movement;  and  the  question  now 
is,  will  tbe  Senate  put  down  gold — for  gold  can  never 
live  in  such  company— «nd  adopt  all  these  'cuireneies? 
Passing  by  tbe  constitutional  objection,  as  too  obvious  to 
need  enforcement,  and  too  often  invoked  without  effect, 
Mr.  B.  would  endeavor  to  address  himself  practically  to 
the  sense  of  the  Senate,  by  showing  them  the  mass  of 
the  evil  which  it  was  proposed  to  assumf .  Here  it  is, 
said  he,  (holding  up  a  copy  of  Bicknell's  Counterfeit 
Detector.)  Here  it  is;  a  little  volume  of  S3  pages,  the 
first  six  containing  twelve  columns  of  the  names  of  banks 
alphabetically  arranged  by  SUtes  and  Territoriea,  (Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas  tbe  only  names  not  in  the  list,)  and 
each  column  containing  about  eighty  namea.  The  re- 
maining  36  pages  are  filled  with  the  description  of  the 
illeg'ttimate  progeny  of  these  banks;  that  is  to  say,  with  a 
frightful  and  sickening  exhibition  uf  forgeries.  Here, 
then,  is  near  one  thousand  banks— probably  upwards  of 
a  thousand  by  this  time — whose  promissory  notes  are  to 
be  put  on  an  equal  footing  with  gold  and  silver  at  the 
land  offices^  custom-houses,  and  post  offices,  of  the 
United  Stales)  and  wbioh,  beingon  an  equal  footii^,  will 
soon  have  the  upper  hand,  and  have  all  the  custom- 
houses, land  offices,  and  pott  offices,  to  themaelves{  for 
gold  and  silver  will  never  go  where  they  go,  and  will 
never  abide  where  they  sojotlm. 

We  are  called  upon  (said  Hr.  B. )  to  adopt  this  wilder- 
ness of  banks  as  furnishers  of  currency  to  the  Federal 
Government,  to  accept  their  paper  promises  to  pay  gold 
and  silver,  in  lieu  of  gold  and  iilveri  and  thus  to  make 
them  the  coiner^  not  of  money,  but  of  pftperi  fur  the 
Federal  Government,  and  to  enable  them  to  aupe rsede 
the  constitutional  coinage  of  the  United  States.  He  did 
not  enter  into  the  question  how  hr  the  Slates,  each  fur 
itself,  might  authorize  paper  currency;  that  ia  not  the 
question  now,  but  whether  the  Federal  Government  shall 
adopt  as  itaown  all  the  paper  currencies  of  all  the  States 
and  Territories?  This  is  what  we  are  called  upon  to  dn* 
and  by  whom^  Certainly  tfaere  may  be  some  very  disin- 
terested and  very  patriotic  men  so  calling;  but,  more  cer- 
tainly, there  are  four  deeply  interested  classes  ao  calling, 
and  visibly  seen  at  tbe  head  of  the  movement.  These 
classes  were,  1.  The  speculators,  who  want  bank  loans 
and  bank  facilities,  to  enable  them  to  outbid  the  settlers, 
and  to  monopolize  the  choicest  lands.  -3.  The  local 
bank^  who  want  tbe  national  domain  aa  a  capital  to  batik 
upon,  and  to  give  credit  and  circulation  to  their  notes  in 
all  the  new  States.  3.  Politicians  out  of  power,  who 
foresee,  in  the  reception  of  this  locsl  paper,  the  ruin  of 
the  finances;  and  in  that  ruin  foresee,  also,  the  downfall 
of  those  now  in  power,  and  the  elevation  of  themtelves. 
4.  Tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  foresees  l>ke- 
wite,  in  the  same  ruin,  its  own  resuscitation;  and  which, 
pending  that  event,  has  gone  into  abeyance  under  a 
State  charter,  to  be  ready  for  the  occasion.  These  were 
tlie  classes  whose  clamors  against  the  Treasury  order  had 
stunned  the  public  ear;  these  were  the  classes  who  de- 
nounced  the  President;  these  were  the  classes  who  de- 
mand the  instant  rescision  of  that  order.  As  one  of 
those  who  had  contributed  to  put  down  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  who  had  promised  a  restoration  of 
the  gold  currency,  Mr.  B.  must  be  permitted  to  mak« 
head  against  this  movement,  which  goes  to  re-establish 
that  bank,  and  to  suppress  that  golden  currency. 

Having  stated  the  number  of  the  banks  ofthe  United 
States,  he  would  s&y  a  word  as  to  their  reputed  cspiials 
and  cirLulation.  The  chartered  capital  was  computed  at 
near  one  thousand  millKins  of  dollarsj^he  paid-up  capital 
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ms  stated  at  three  hundred  and  tventy-ftte  millioMt  the 
chartered  right  to  isnie  paper  money  exeeeded  one 
thousand  millionst  and  the  aetuitl  circulation  was  compu- 
ted at  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions.  Now,  all  the 
specie  in  the  country  is  computed  at  seventy-fire  mil- 
lions, and  all  in  the  bunks  at  forty-five  millionst  so  that 
the  reputed  paid-up  capital  is  four  times  greater  than  all 
the  specie  in  the  country,  and  seven  times  greater  than 
all  the  specie  Uie  banks  possess.  Nr.  B.  did  not  pretend 
thai  the  banks  should  always  have  all  their  capital  in 
their  handst  but  he  did  innit  that  it  must  t>e  in  the  coun- 
try, so  that,  when  needed,  it  could  be  liad.  The  repu- 
ted paid-up  capital  is  not  in  the  country^  by  a  diRerence 
of  fonr  to  one;  so  that  the  fact  stands  revealed  that  a 
great  proportion  of  these  banks  are  banking  on  stock 
notes  and  on  each  other's  notesi  and  the  stockholder) 
not  being  liable,  the  foundations  of  a  great  number  of 
these  banks  must  be  unsolid  tnd  delusivet  entirely  un- 
sftfe  for  the  community  to  rely  upon)  and  that  it  would 
be  a  eniel  thing  for  the  Federal  Government,  by  in- 
creasing their  credit,  to  extend  the  sphere  of  their  cir- 
culation, and  to  enlarge  the  vortex  of  their  mischief  when 
the  dsy  comes  to  which  all  unsolid  banks  are  daily  liable. 

Mr.  B.  satd  that  we  had  borrowed  (he  paper  system 
from  England,  and  from  the  Adam  Smith  school,  whose 
work  on  political  eooDomy  bad  appeared  about  the  dose 
of  the  American  Revolution,  and  created  that  passion  for 
bsnking  which  hu  lince  prevailed  in  Great  Britain  and 
our  America.  He  would  show  that  the  Bnglrsh  repre- 
tcntatives  of  that  school  are  now  convinced  of  their  er- 
ror, and  are  endeavoring  to  extricate  the  country  from 
all  banks  of  issue  except  that  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
fwr  the  aolveney  of  which  the  Government  of  Great  Brit- 
sin  afanda  security  to  the  whole  amount  of  it  capital. 
Repeating  that  ve  htd  borrowed  the  paper  system  from 
Great  Britsin,  Mr.  B.  had  two  remarks  to  make  upon  itt 
first,  that  banking  with  us  was  on  a  far  more  unsafe  foot- 
ing (ban  in  Great  Britain;  secondly,  that  the  banks  of  is- 
lue  were  found  to  be  too  unsafe  to  be  longer  tolerated 
there.  He  proceeded  to  show  the  fuundations  on  which 
he  made  these  assertions,  and  afterwards  to  make  a 
practiesl  apprreation  of  his  remarks  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  Senate. 

First,  that  banking  in  the  United  Stales  was  on  a  more 
■nsafe  ftioting  than  m  Great  Britain.  There  was  a  fun- 
dsmenul  difference,  he  said,  between  classeu  of  banks. 
In  Great  Britain  there  were  two  classes:  one  of  discount, 
deposite,  and  exchsngei  another  of  circulation.  This 
isiter  class  was  the  only  one  existing  in  the  United 
Stslea,  and  it  was  from  it  that  all  the  public  evils  of 
bankti^  Bowed.  Here,  then,  was  a  radical  difTerenoe 
between  the  systems  of  banking  in  the  two  countries^ 
the  Briliah  system  having  the  two  species  of  banks,  and 
the  American  system  having  but  one,  and  that  the  dan- 
gerotis  one.  Confining  his  remarks,  then,  to  the  class 
common  to  the  two  countries,  (banks  of  issue, )  he  would 
show  that  this  class  is  on  a  far  more  unsafe  footing  in  the 
United  Slates  than  in  Great  llriuin.  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, be  said,  was  backed  by  the  Government  of  Great 
Britam  for  its  debts  and  capital.  The  notei  of  the  insti- 
tution were  a  legsl  tender  to  the  Governmentt  and  in  a 
Aoverament  whose  annual  tsxes  are  two  hundred  and 
fifty  mlltiuns  of  dollars,  the  legal  receivability  of  notes  to 
Ibis  amount  is  a  fund  for  the  redempiton  of  more  notes 
than  the  Bank  of  England  ever  had  in  circulation.  Her 
highest  issue,  during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
snil  issue  of  one  and  two*pound  notes,  was  Iwenly-nine 
millions  and  a  half  pounds  sterling,  say  f 146,000,000. 
Her  issues  since  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  and 
suppression  of  one  and  two-pound  notei^  has,  in  a  period 
of  six  years  anterior  to  1832,  ranged  from  18,000,000  to 
£23,000,000 sterling,  being  about  100,000,000  of  dollars. 
Tbe  taxes  to  ti  e  Oovemment,  then*  would  absorb  tbem» 


though  at  a  loss  to  all  holders  who  did  not  owe  to  the 
Government  the  amount  of  what  they  liekl.  This  was 
some  security  for  (he  notes  of  the  bank)  but  there  was 
another  and  a  i^reater  security,  and  this  lay  in  the  di- 
rect responsibility  of  the  Government  for  the  whole 
amount  of  (he  capitHi  of  the  bank.  The  capital  of  lhat 
bayk  consisted  of  successive  loans  to  the  Government, 
conroencing  in  1694  in  a  loan  of  £1,200,000  sterling, 
and  continued  by  additional  loans,  at  dilTerent  periods, 
until  it  amounts  to  £14,686,000,  and  bearing  an  interest 
all  tbe  time  at  three  per  cent,  per  annum.  This  is  now 
the  capital  of  the  bank,  and  the  debt  of  the  Government 
to  the  bank,  and  the  amount  of  the  Guvernmenl's  direct 
securi(yship  for  the  liabilities  of  the  institution.  Nosiich 
Government  aecurity  as  this  has  existed,  or  can  ezisl,  in 
our  countryt  and  even  with  it  the  Bank  of  England  baa 
twice  suspended  specie  payments,  and  once  for  twenty 
years,  besides  inflicting  the  ordinary  evils  of  banking 
upon  the  Government  and  the  country. 

Proceeding  to  what  are  called  the  ct'unlr)-  banks  in 
England,  Mr.  B.  showed  that  they  were  on  a  safer  fi>i>t. 
inglhan  the  local  banks  of  the  United  Slates.  In  thefirst 
place,  the  partners  snd>tockholders  were  each  liable,  in 
his  person  and  property,  for  the  whole  amount  of  the 
debts  of  the  institution;  and  this  liability  continued  in  the 
case  of  Jwnt-stock  partnerriiipi  until  three  years  after  a 
partner  hid  ceased  to  belong  to  the  Institution,  for  every 
thing  done  while  he  was  a  member  of  it.  In  the  next 
plsce,  the  English  banks  issue  no  nole  under  £5,  which 
is  both  a  check  upon  their  circuJatlon,  and  a  diminution 
of  the  danger  of  losses  to  the  community.  In  England, 
every  nole  boi-e  a  Government  stamp,  and  paid  a  lax, 
which  was  also  some  restraint  on  issues.  The  mode  of 
payment  wss  another,  as  silver  was  only  a  lender  to  the 
amount  of  forty  sl>illingst  so  lhat  country  bank  notes 
could  only  be  paid  tn  gold  or  bank  of  England  notes, 
and  these  latter  could  only  be  paid  in  goldt  so  that,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  gold  was  the  fond  of  redemption  for 
the  whole  English  circulation,  which  was  a  fer  greater 
check  upon  bank  issues  than  silver.  In  the  last  plscr, 
forgeries  could  be  punished  and  restrained  in  EnglsmI, 
and  can  hardly  be  pnnislied  or  restrained  in  the  United 
States.  The  extent  of  our  country,  tnd  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Slates  andtbeir  judiciaries,  interpose  effectu- 
al barriers  against  the  punishment  of  forgeries  in  one  State 
upiin  the  paper  of  other  and  distant  States.  These  dif. 
ferences,  continued  Mr.  B.,  show  that  banking  is  on  a 
less  dsngeroiis  footing  in  Great  Britain  than  in  the  Uni- 
ted SUIesi  and,  now,  what  is  the  result  of  experience 
theref  It  ih  fifiy  years  since  the  Adam  Smith  school  es- 
tablished (heir  perfect  idea  of  a  paper  sj-siemi  and 
brought  into  general  use  those  banks  of  issue  on  which 
they  lavished  all  the  holiday  phrases  still  in  vogue  in  the 
United  States:  <•  Well  regulated  specie-paying  banks — 
properly  constructed  specie-paying  banks—duly  restrict- 
ed specie-paying  banks— safe*  and  solid  speeie-psying 
banks."  It  is  fifty  years  since  these  phrases  ruled  lha 
legisUlion  of  Great  Britain;  and  what  is  the  lesson  which 
fifty  years'  experience  has  taught?  Mr.  B.  would  nut 
answer  this  question  from  the  writings  of  the  anti-paper 
school,  nor  even  from  the  bullion  school  of  Englandi  he 
would  answer  it  fmm  the  Adam  Smith  school  itself— 
from  (he  writings  of  Mr.  McCutloiili,  priifessor  of  politi- 
cal economy  in  (he  University  of  Londnn,  and  the  pres- 
ent head  uf"^ the  Adam  Smith  school,  whose  work  he  has 
recently  edited,  with  a  volume  of  notes,  to  show  what 
has  happened  since  the  time  of  Dr.  Smith,  and  what  im- 
provements the  paper  system  required  in  England.  Mr. 
B.  read  the  title  of  one  of  his  chapters^  and  some  pas- 
sages from  the  chapter  itself.  This  is  tbe  title  or  Indes 
to  the  contents  of  the  chspter; 

"  Quantity  of  Dank  of  England  paper  afloat  at  differ- 
ent periodai  effecU  produced  on  tiie.country  banks  by 
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I  contraction  of  (he  isauei  of  the  Bank  of  EnffUnd;  de- 
struction of  country  bank  ptpeT  in  1814,  1815.  1816, 
aUo  in  1835  and  1826;  meaiurefl  propoKd  in  1826  for 
improving  the  state  of  the  currency;  remarks  on  those 
measures;  proposals  for  taking  security  from  country 
bankii  idvanti^s  that  would  result  from  carrying  this 
proposal  into  cfieci  t  objections  to  it  examined  and  an- 
swered." 

Mr.  D.  then  read  some  paaiaicet  from  the  diapter  itself* 

re^tting  the  necessity  which  limited  htm  to  few  and 
brief  extracts: 

1.  Fonjtf  o/  1793.-—"  The  extended  transactions  of 
the  country  required  fresh  facilities  for  carrying  them 
on;  and,  in  consequence,  a  bank  was  erected  in  every 
market  town,  and  in  almost  everjr  village.  To  force 
their  paper  into  circulation  was  Ihe  object  of  all.  The 
catastrophe  which  followed  was  such  as  might  have  been 
foreseen.  The  currency  hsving  become  redundant,  the 
exchanges  took  an  unfavorable  turn  in  the  early  part  of 
1792;  and  the  Bank  of  England  having  been,  in  conse- 
quence, obliged  to  narrow  her  issues,  a  most  violent  re- 
vulsion took  place  in  the  end  of  that  year  and  beginning 
or  1793.  The  failure  of  one  or  two  great  houses  ex- 
cited a  |»nie,  which  proved  fatal  to  myriads  more. 
When  this  revulsion  began,  there  were,  it  is  supposed, 
about  350  country  banks  in  England  and  Wales;  of 
which  about  100  were  compelled  to  stop  payment,  and 
upwards  of  50  more  were  totally  destroyed,  producing 
by  their  fall  an  extent  of  misery  and  bankruptcy  that 
hat)  been,  until  then,  unknown  in  England." 

2.  Panic  o/18l3.— "  Up  to  1813  there  were  banks  in 
almost  all  parts  of  England,  forcing  their  psper  into  cir- 
culation at  an  enormous  expense  to  themselves.  The 
price  of  com  had  risen  to  an  extraordinary  height  in 
1813»  snd  fell  in  the  beginning  of  1814.  This  fall  pro- 
duced a  want  of  confidence,  and  -an  alarm  among  the 
country  bankers  and  their  customers{  and  such  a  de- 
struction of  country  paper  took  place  as  has  not  been 
paralleled,  except  only  by  the  revulsion  in  1825.  By 
1816,  no  fewer  than  340  country  banks  had  stopped  pay- 
ments, and  92  commissions  of  bankruptcy  were  issued 
by  these  establishments.  The  failures  that  then  occur- 
red were  the  more  distressing  as  they  chieRy  affected 
Ihe  industrious  and  poorer  classes,  and  frequently  swal- 
lowed up,  in  an  instant,  the  fruits  of  a  long  life  of  la- 
bnrious  exertion.  Thousands  upnn  ibouMnds,  who  had 
considered  themselves  affluent,  found  they  were  desti- 
tute of  all  real  property,  and  sunk,  as  if  by  enchantment, 
and  without  any  fault  of  their  own,  into  the  abyss  of 
poveriy.  The  universality  of  the  wretchedness  and  mis* 
ery  hsd  never  been  equalled,  perhaps,  except  by  the 
breaking  up  of  the  Mississippi  scheme  in  France." 

3.  Panic  o/ 1825. — "Nations  are  slow  and  reluctant 
learnerst  and  it  seems  as  if  additidffil  experience  bad 
been  necessary  to  convince  the  Parliament  and  people 
of  Enftlsnd  that  there  was  any  thing  defective  in  a  sys- 
tem which  had,  in  two  previous  instances,  deluged  the 
country  with  bankruptcy!  and  which  enables  every  in- 
dividual, however  poor  and  unprincipled,  who  chooses 
to  open  a  money  8h<^,  to  issue  notes  to  serve  as  curren- 
cy in  (he  ordinary  transactions  of  society!  A  rise  nf 
prices  and  a  rage  for  speculation  took  place  in  1834-'25. 
Many  of  the  country  bankers  seemed  to  have  no  other 
object  than  to  get  tliemsetves  indebted  to  the  public;  and 
such  was  the  vigor  and  succesa  of  their  efforts  tu  get 
their  paper  into  circulation,  that  the  amount  of  it  afloat 
in  1835  was  estimated  to  be  near  fifty  per  cent,  greater 
than  the  amount  afloat  in  1833.  The  consequence  of 
thiseztrsvagant  and  unprincipled  conduct  is  well  known. 
The  currency  became  redundant,  exchange  began  (o  de> 
dine,  and  a  heavy  drain  for  bullion  compelled  the  Bank 
of  England  to  lessen  her  issues.  This  was  the  signal  for 
the  repetition  of  the  tragedy  of  i793,  but  on  a  much 


larger  and  more  magnificent  scale,  and  with  more  de- 
structive consequences.  Sauve  qui  peui!  Save  himself 
who  can!  waa  the  universal  cry.  And  the  destruction 
of  country  paper  was  ao  sudden  and  excesuve  that  in 
leas  than  aix  weeks  above  70  banking  establisbmenta 
were  swept  off  " 

Thi4  (said  Hr.  B.)  is  Mr.  McCulloch's  account  of  the 
three  per  cent,  system  earihquakei  whieh  have  taken 
place  smce  the  time  of  Adam  Smith,  msugre  all  his  flne 
phrases  abotit  specie-paying  banks,  and  bank  notea 
equivalent  to  gold,  and  convertible  into  gold  at  the  will 
of  the  holder.  Three  times  in  twenty-five  years  has  the 
whole  blown  up!  to  say  nothing  of  the  cri«s  of  1797, 
and  the  numerous  small  panics  and  individual  exploaiona 
which  have  filled  up  the  intervals  between  the  lai^ 
ones.  The  result  is  a  conviction  that  banks  of  issue 
must  be  aupprened,  directly  or  indirectly,  all  over  Eng* 
land.  The  mode  proposed,  is  to  require  security  front 
them  in  addition  to  their  individual  liability,  and  that  not 
the  personal  security  nf  men,  but  the  real  security  of 
lands  morignged  or  Government  stock  pledged.  Here 
is  an  extract  from  HcCulIoch  on  this  point: 

"  Whatever  bank  notes  may  be  in  law,  tbey  are  prac- 
tically, and  in  fact,  a  legal  tender.  The  great  mass  of 
the  people  are  toUlly  without  the  power  to  refuse  them. 
The  currency  of  msny  extensive  districts  consists  almost 
entirely  of  country  nolest  and  such  small  farmers,  trades- 
men, or  laborers,  as  should  refuse  to  take  them,  would  be 
obliged  to  migrate  elsewhere.  There  cannot,  therefore, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  be  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  thia  ia 
a  casein  which  Government  is  imperiously  called  upon  to 
interfere.  We  Itave  austained  incomparably  more  mis- 
chief from  the  issue  of  apurtous  paper  than  from  that  of 
base  ecrint  and  in  order  to  obviate  such  mischief  in  fu- 
ture, and  to  give  that  security  to  the  public  which  is  so 
essential,  we  have,  as  was  observed  before,  no  alterna- 
tive, but  either  to  suppress  country  notes  altogather,  or 
to  require  security  from  the  issuers."  *  •  •  "In  the 
case  of  Bank  of  England  notes,  a  guarantee  ia  taken  by 
the  Government  for  the  notes  which  the  bank  iasueSf 
and  the  whole  capital  of  the  bank  must  be  lost  before 
the  holders  of  the  notes  can  be  luffierers.  Why  is  not 
the  S4me  principle  followed  with  res|>ect  to  country 
banks?  What  olyeetion  can  there  be  against  requiring  of 
those  who  take  upon  themselves  the  office  of  furnishing 
the  country  witli  a  circulating  medium,  to  depnsite  with 
Government  an  adequate  security  for  the  performance 
of  their  engagements?  i  In  the  use  of  money  every  one 
is  a  trader)  thoae  whoie  habita  and  pursuits  are  little 
suited  to  explore  the  mechanism  of  trade,  are  obliged^ 
iTiAke  use  of  money,  and  are  no  way  qualified  to  ascer- 
tain the  solidity  of  the  different  banks  whose  paper  is  in 
oirculationi  accordingly,  we  find  that  men  living  on  limit- 
ed incomes,  women,  laborers,  and  mechanica  of  all  de. 
scriptions,  are  orten  severe  sufferers  by  the  failure  of  the 
country  bankti,  which  have  lately  become  frequent  be- 
yond example.  Against  this  mischief  Ihe  public  should 
be  protected  by  requiring  of  every  eounti^  bank  (that 
is  to  say,  exery  bank  except  the  Bank  of  England,  for 
which  the  Government  i»  security  to  the  whole  amount  of 
lis  capital)  to  deposite  with  Government,  or  with  com- 
missioners appointed  for  that  purpose,  funded  properly, 
or  other  Government  security,  in  some  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  thtir  issues.  No  estsblishment  for  the  issue 
of  notes  could  ihen  exist,  unless  it  had  been  set  on  foot 
by  individuals  possessed  of  adequate  capita  1.  And  adven* 
turert,  speeultfting  on  the  funds  of  others,  and  sharpenr, 
anxtous  to  get  themselves  indebted  to  the  public,  would 
find  that  banking  was  no  longer  a  field  on  which  tbejr 
could  advantageously  enter." 

Mr.  B.  would  economize  time  and  words,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  practical  application  of  these  extracts  from 
the  present  head  oflbe  paper  systci^Kbool  in  England. 
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It  i>  I  surrender  and  proposed  auppresaton  of  all  banks 
of  iame  except  the  Bank  of  Eng^lant),  for  which  the 
Britirii  Government  ii  the  leeurlty  and  the  responsible 
backer.  Tliit  ia  what  the  oripml  of  our  paper  system, 
ind  a  far  safer  syatent  than  ours,  has  come  to  in  England! 
Giren  up  and  proscribed  by  the  school  that  founded  U, 
and  that  school  more  seriously  enpig^ed  now  in  putting 
down  their  system  than  they  were  fifty  years  ago  in 
fuundinff  it.  And  what  is  the  state  of  thin^  with  ua^ 
Not  only  Ml  •pptllinjc  extension  of  the  paper  ayatem 
Ihrough  the  annaal  bank  incorporations  of  nearly  thirty 
Legislatures,  State  and  Territomit  but  thii  attempt  now 
nade  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  fltatei  to  compel  the 
■doption  of  all  the  State  and  Territorial  paper  systems, 
existing  or  to  exia'.  by  the  Federal  Government,  and 
Ihos  to  make  out  of  this  mtiltifarioiis  mass  a  national  pa- 
per currency.  This  is  the  efi*ect|  and,  without  disturbing 
the  States  in  the  use  of  this  paper  themselves,  Hr.  B.  con- 
fined himarif  to  the  question  before  the  Senate,  namely, 
the  adoption  of  the  whole  of  it  for  the  currency  of  the 
Federal  GoTemment.  To  this  he  had  insuperable  and  in- 
exorable objeetiona,  founded,  first,  upon  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and,  next,  upon  the  unspeakable 
nisehiefs  of  the  scheme.  On  the  constitutional  point  he 
would  be  brief,  limiting  himself  to  the  words  of  the  in- 
tlninient,  and  to  Mr.  Madison's  commentary. 
The  constitution  says:  Congrera  shall  have  power— 
"To  coin  noncy»  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of 
/oretgn  coin,  and  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  meas- 
ortt." 

"  To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  tbe 
securities  and  current  coin  oflhe  United  States." 

'■No  State  shall  coin  moneyi  emit  bills  of  creditt  make 
any  thing  but  gold  and  mlver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of 
debts.'* 

Hr.  Madison,  in  No.  44  of  the  Fcderaliat,  says: 
'*  The  lost  which  America  haa  sustained  since  the 
peace,  from  the  pestilent  effects  of  piper  money  on  the 
necessary  confidence  between  man  and  mani  on  the  ne- 
eesury  confidence  in  the  public  Ctiunciis;  on  the  indus- 
try and  morala  of  the  people,  and  on  the  character  of  re* 
publican  government,  constitutes  an  enormous  debt 
i^instthe  States,  chargeable  with  this  unadviied  meas- 
ure, which  must  long  rertiain  unsatisfiedt  or,  rather,  an 
accumulation  of  guilt,  which  can  be  expiated  no  other- 
wise than  by  a  voluntary  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  justice 
of  the  power  which  has  been  the  instrument  of  it.  In 
addition  to  these  persuasive  consideration*,  it  may  be  ob- 
served that  the  same  reasona  which  ahuw  the  necessity 
of  denying  to  the  States  (he  power  of  regulating  coin, 
prove,  with  equal  force,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  at  lib- 
erty to  substitute  a  paper  medium  in  the  place  of  coin. 
*  *  *  The  power  to  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  sil- 
ver ft  tender  in  payment  of  debts  is  withdrawn  from  the 
States,  on  the  same  principle  with  that  of  issuing  a  paper 
currency." 

Resting  the  conslilutional  objection  to  this  adoption  of 
the  Stale  paper  currencies  for  the  currency  of  the  Feder- 
al Government  where  the  constitution  and  Mr.  Madison 
had  put  it,  and  merely  referring  to  the  great  revenue 
acta  <rf  1789  and  1800,  for  the  correct  exposition  of  the 
contitntion.  In  limiting  the  receipts  (or  the  ctiatoma  and 
the  landato  **goldindiilvercoin  only.*'  and  "to  specie 
or  evideneca  ofthepabltedcbi,"  Mr.  B.  would  state  the 
head^  and  tbe  head*  only,  of  the  objections  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  tbe  measure.  Premising  that  what  the 
Government  received,  as  cash,  would  have  to  be  paid 
out  as  cash,  and  that,  if  local  paper  was  received  at  all, 
it  would  soon  be  received  totally,  ami  to  the  exclusion  of 
■pecie,  and  that  local  paper  would  thus  become  the 
wtual  carrenmr  of  the  Government  and  the  country, 
until  relieved  from  it  by  a  general  explosion,  Mr.  R. 
went  on  to  ennmerate  the  pnetical  eiils  of  such  an  un- 
oomtitHtiooal  carrency. 


Circular .  [Sxmtx  . 


1.  T%e  destrudion  oftkettandardorTnenaureofvahte. 
Paper  money  neither  Is,  ever  was,  or  ever  can  be,  a 
standard  of  value.  Us  quantity  varies  at  the  will  of  jnan, 
or  rather  at  the  will  of  each  oF  the  thousand  Neptunes 
who  preside  over  the  ocean  of  paperj  and  not  only  at 
their  will,  but  without  their  will,  in  the  mere  impru- 
dence or  folly  of  those  who  direct  paper  issues,  and  the 
thousand  causes  which  operate  upon  the  expansion  and 
contraction  of  banks.  The  siaiidard,  or  measure  of 
value,  is  at  this  moment  materiklly  altered  in  the  United 
State*.  This  is  seeii  in  the  increased  price  of  every 
article  which  depends  for  its  price  upon  the  domestic 
marketi  and  it  is  proved  by  the  stationary  or  reduced 
price  of  every  article  which  depended  for  its  price  on 
foreign  markets.  Cotton  and  tobscco  were  in  this  latter 
clasii,  and  had  not  risen,  but  rather  fallen;  all  articles  of 
home  use  and  consumption  were  in  the  former,  and  alt 
had  risen,  some  one  half,  some  double.  The  precioua 
metii1<i,  from  their  uniformity  of  produclioii,  difficulty  of 
suddenlyand  violently  changing  the  quantity  and  intrinsic 
value  all  over  the  world,  can  alone  make  a  standard  or 
measure  of  value.  Our  conatitution  has  guarantied  that 
•tancTard  to  iist  and  it  is  our  sacred  duty  to  preserve  it. 
Mr.  B.  finished  his  remarks  on  this  point  with  a  quota- 
tion from  Mr.  McCulloch,  preferring  his  authority  to 
others,  because  he  waa  of  the  paper  system  school, 
though  now  limiting  his  system  to  tbe  Bank  of  England 
only: 

**  No  doubt  hu  ever  been  insinuated  with  respect  to 
the  expediency  of  the  rrgulaiions  by  which  all  weights 
and  measures  of  the  same  denomination  are  rendered 
equal.  But  money  is  not  a  commodity  merelyj  it  is  also 
the  standsrd  or  measure,  adopted  by  society,  by  which 
to  estimate  and  compare  the  value  of  every  thing 
else  that  is  bought  and  sohh  and  if  it  be,  as  it  most  un- 
doubtedly is,  the  duty  of  Government  to  adopt  every 
practicable  means  for  rendering  all  foot<rules  of  the 
same  length,  and  all  bushels  of  the  same  capacity,  it 
must  be  still  more  incumbent  upon  it  to  omit  nothing^  to 
render  money,  or  the  measure  of  mlup,  a  meaaure  which 
19,  beyond  all  question,  the  most  important  of  any  used 
in  society,  uniform  or  steady  in  its  value." 

2.  Utury.  Tliis,  he  said,  was  a  direct  effect  of  paper 
mnney.  The  more  banks  of  issue,  the  higher  the  rate 
of  interest.  Common  bank  interest  in  the  United  Stales 
ia  seven  per  cent,  or  more,  which  is  double  tbe  rate  of 
interest  in  Holland,  where  there  is  no  paper.  But  com- 
mon interest  is  nothing  compared  to  the  usury  which  en- 
sues great  banking,  and  which  becomes  enormous  when 
banks,  from  necessity  or  mischief,  slop  discounts,  and 
(brow  borrowers  upon  money  dealera.  Three  per  cent, 
discount  per  month  is  then  the  order  tif  things;  and  this 
may  now  be  seen  Jn  Pliiladelphia,  where  the  United 
States  Bank,  with  its  thirty-five  millions  capital,  on  be> 
coming  a  State  institution,  was  to  fill  the  Slate  with 
money,  and  reduce  interest  to  five  per  cent.  .But  that 
bank  does  tend  to  snme  borrowers  at  five  per  cent,  or 
less.  The  correspondence  of  the  commiuioners  em- 
ployed in  examining  the  stale  oflhe  bank,  preparatory 
to  the  settlement  of  the  value  of  tbe  United  States  stork, 
shows  a  mass  of  loans,  to  the  amount  of  twenty-three 
millions  of  dollars,  on  extended  or  indefinite  time,  and 
at  rates  from  4^,  5,  5^,  to  6  per  cent,  per  annum.  No 
doubt  many  ol  the  three  per  cent,  per  month  borrowers 
get  their  supplies  from  a  part  of  these  loans. 

3.  Panics,  convulsions,  and  sloppages. — These  (said 
Mr.  B.)  are  inherent  in  the  paper  system.  They  take 
place  in  England  in  defiance  of  all  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  banks  themselves  to  keep  them  down. 
There,  no  panics  are  pi  rpelrated  to  scourge  the  coun- 
try or  to  overset  the  Government,  save  and  except  the 
two  political  ones  lately  seen— Mr.  O'Connoi's,*  and  the 
one  during  the  interregnum  of  Lord^rey*s  ndministra- 
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tion.  But  here,  panics  are  tlie  regular  work  or  banks 
and  politicians,  aii'l  are  now  looked  Fur  whenever  an 
important  election  is  depending,  or  Congress  is  to  be  ex- 
cited . 

4.  The  expmte  qf  the  paper  syttem. — This  was  proba- 
bly greater  at  present  than  the  expenses  of  the  Federal 
Government,  and  the  whole  a  tax  upon  the  productive 
elanei.  The  nomber  of  banks  was  about'one  tboutandj 
each  bank  bad  its  officers,  and  ihejr  their  sslvriest  each 
had  its  itockholderii,  and  Ihey  their  profits.  Then  came 
losies  for  broken  banks,  counterfeits,  and  depreciated 
psper,>and  cbanges  in  the  value  of  property  from  ex- 
pansions and  contractions  of  (he  currency.  These  ex- 
penses  and  losses  were  the  price  paid  by  the  people  for 
a  paper  currency,  when  they  can  get  constitutional  cur- 
rent from  the  mints,  without  paying  saUriea,  furnishing 
profils,  or  austaining  losses,  if  paper  waa  checked  and 
confined  to  large  notes. 

5.  Stvdt  gambling,  Jorgeries,  baniahment  of  alt  gold 
and  nhtr,  were  all  great  evils  inherent  in  tlie  paper 
system,  and  too  obvious  to  need,  or  even  endure,  cum- 
meiiiary.  Hr.  B.,  therefore,  barely  named  them,  and 
left  every  one'a  knowledge  and  memory  lo  do  the  real. 

Mr.  B.  approached  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks  on 
Ibis  great  subject.  It  was,  indeed,  a  great  subject,  in- 
volving that  momentous  question,  the  national  currency. 
The  Treasury  order  waa  a  measure  of  regulation  upon 
the  State  banks,  intended  to  save  the  finances  and  the 
currency,  as  well  as  the  public  lands.  The  bank  of  the 
United  States  regulated  the  State  banks  by  the  simple 
process  of  exclu  ling  (hair  paper  from  the  Federal  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures)  and  this  waa  effected  by  the 
34th  and  35th  articles  of  the  by-laws  of  the  corporation 
a'rvady  read.  She  excluded  them  to  make  room  for  her 
own  notes;  and  this  waa  the  extent  of  her  Gkill  and  of 
her  merit  in  all  this  boasted  regulation  of  local  curren. 
cies  of  which  we  hear  so  much.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  only  to  do  the  same,  and  the  State  bank  issuea 
are  repelled  upon  iheir  sources  and  become  compara- 
tively harmless.  It  is  receivability  for  federal  dues)  it 
is  receivability  at  the  land  offices,  euatom-houses,  and 
post  offices,  wbieh  gives  them  wings  to  fly  over  the  con- 
tinent, and  enables  Ihem  to  pass,  without  regard  to  the 
credit  or  solvency  of  the  bank  from  which  they  came, 
It  is  the  Federal  Gnvernnnent  endorsement  which  dees 
the  mischierj  and  this  endorsement,  for  all  the  purposes 
offiilse  credit  and  want  of  responsibility,  is  given  to  the 
whole  issue  of  every  bank  whose  paper  is  made  receiv- 
able for  pubic  dues.  The  experiment  has  been  tried, 
and  local  paper  has  failed  as  a  national  currency,  and 
out  of  that  f.ki1ure  arose  the  second  United  Stbtea  Bank- 
It  will  fail  again,  and  again,  and  forever!  There  is  no 
safety  for  the  federal  revenues  but  in  the  total  exclusion 
of  local  pUper,  and  that  from  every  branch  of  the  reve- 
nue— customs,  Und.*,  and  post  oflicf .  There  is  no  safe- 
ty for  the  n:)tional  finances  but  in  the  constitutional  me- 
dium of  gold  and  silver.  After  forty  years  of  wandtnng 
in  the  wilderness  of  pnpcr  money,  we  have  approached 
tl>e  confines  of  the  constitutional  medium.  Seventy-five 
millions  of  specie  in  the  country,  with  the  prospect  of 
annua)  incivsse  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  for  the  next 
four  years,  three  branch  mints  to  commence  next  spring, 
and  the  complete  restoration  of  the  gold  currency,  an* 
nounce  the  success  of  President  Juckson'a  great  mess- 
ures  for  the  reform  of  the  cnrrency,  and  vindicate  the 
constituliori  from  the  hbel  uf  hhvirg  prescribed  an  im- 
practicuble  currency.  The  Hiiccess  is  cumplctf-;  and 
there  is  no  way  to  thwait  it,  but  to  put  down  the  Treas- 
ury order,  and  tu  reopen  the  public  lands  to  the  inunda- 
tion of  paper  money.  Of  this,  it  is  not  to  be  dissem- 
bled, there  is  great  danger.  Four  dcc|i'y  intcresied 
clas.^ea  are  at  woik  to  do  it — speculator!:,  local  hank». 
United  States  Bjnk,  and  politician!!  out  of  power.  1'hey 


may  succeed,  but  he  (Hr.  B.)  would  not  despair.  The 
darkest  hour  of  night  is  just  before  the  break  of  dayi 
and,  through  the  gloom  ahead,  he  saw  the  bright  via<on 
of  the  constitutional  currency  erect,  radiant,  and  viclori- 
oils.  Through  rcgtdation  or  explosion  success  must 
eventually  come,  if  reform  measures  goon,  gold  and 
silver  will  be  gradually  and  temperately  resloredi  if  re- 
form measures  are  stopped,  then  the  paper  system  runs 
riot,  and  explodes  from  its  own  expansion.  Then  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  will  exult  in  the  cslaatrophe, 
atid  claim  its  own  re-establishment,  as  the  only  adequate 
regulator  of  the  local  banks.  Then  it  will  be  said  the 
spe  cie  experiment  has  failed!  But  no;  the  contrary  will 
be  known,  that  the  specie  experiment  has  not  failed,  but 
it  was  put  down  by  the  voice  and  power  of  the  intereated 
classes,  and  must  be  put  up  again  by  the  voice  and  pow- 
er of  the  disinterested  community. 

Appendix  to  Mr.  Bbittob's  speech  on  the  refdnding  reto- 
tution,  eimtaining  proofs  of  teoeral  things  ttatedin  the 

1.  That  the  banks  themselves,  by  contractions  and 
expansions  of  tbe  currency,  lead  to  fluctuations  which 
affect  the  prices  of  produce  and  property,  and  beget 
panics. 

!.  Extract  from  the  testimony  of  Joseph  C.  Dytr, 
Esq  ,  director  of  the  Bank  of  Manchester,  taken  before 
Lord  Althwrpe'a  committee: 

"  The  Bank  of  England,  the  cause  of  Jluctuatums  and 
paaia.*'—*'  The  bank  has  been  the  cause  of  the  panics. 
Their  manner  of  issuing  and  withdrawing  the  Bank  of 
England  paper  produces  those  continued  fiuctuations, 
at  short  periods,  which  affect  the  prices  in  the  market, 
and  thereby  affect  trade.  Those  issues,  sometimes  in  a 
single  week,  vary  three  or  four  millions.  The  bank 
may  be  neceuitated  lo  do  so,  but  such  a  necessity  is  that 
of  inflicting  a  great  evil  on  the  country.  The  returns  of 
the  weekly  issues  from  the  SSlh  of  December,  1819.  to 
the  4th  of  February,  182IS,  prove  witness's  statement. 

The  reason  why  it  is  necessary  to  make  an  altera- 
tion in  the  banking  system  of  Lancashire,  is  that  the 
circulation  by  the  Bank  of  England  subjects  the  trade 
to  fluctuatiuns,  and  exercises  a  pt-rnicious  influence  over 
the  destinies  of  commerce,  "niis  expansion  and  con- 
traction of  tbe  circulation  induce  similar  effects  lo  a  ru- 
inous extent.  All  the  periods  of  panic  may  be  idtributed 
to  that  power  exercised  in  secret,  and  of  which  the  pub- 
lic can  have  no  knowledge,  until  it  has  accomplished  its 
results.  It  stimulates  over-issues  in  the  country,  raisea 
and  lowers  the  value  of  money  capriciously,  and  erects 
its  own  security  on  the  insecurity  of  country  bankers.. 
Such  a  company,  possessing  such  influence  so  exercised, 
is  a  dangerous  cumpanyt  and  plans  can  be  devised  tii 
procure  a  better  citculatioii  than  the  present,  in  which 
there  is  neither  stabihty  nor  sleadiness." 

2.  Extract  frnm  the  preface  to  the  digest  of  evidence 
taken  before  Lord  Althorpe's  committee  in  1832: 

*'  The  records  of  past  history  have  invariably  desig- 
nated a  time  of  peace  as  one  uf  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness. But,  ever  since  tbe  last  war,  the  different  great 
interests  of  this  country  ha\*e  been  in  ft  continued  state 
vf  fluctuation  between  the  extremes  of  proiperity  snd 
adversity;  thongh  the  latter  has  unfortunately  predom- 
in:^ted.       *  •  •      In  the  beginning  of  that 

year,  (1825,)  every  class  of  the  community  was  doing 
well,  if  not  in  a  state  of  great  nrosperiiy.  But  a  change 
took  place  in  the  currency,  by  liie  Bank  of  England 
contracting  their  issues.  The  general  prosperity,  with- 
out any  other  visible  cause,  Immed'ately  received  a 
chick;  and  as 'the  bank  continued  to  contract  their 
isKUts,  matters  became  worse,  until  they  ended  in  the 
panic.    By  this  a  lutal  dcrangemept  of  the.  monetary 
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syvtcm  ocMiioned,  tnd  every  clua  tlie  communi- 
ty WM  llirown  into  a  state  of  embarruBmeat,  Ihe  inju- 
rious and  depresain^  effvcta  of  wliich  continued  for  some 
years,  and  tliia  without  any  other  apparent  cause  than 
the  monetary  deranjfement  which  ha<i  occurred."  * 
*  *  '*  An  undue  issue  of  Tuur  or  6ve  millions  by 
the  Bank  [of  England]  would  eventually  make  an 
extrmomlinuy  derangement  in  the  value  oF  all  tbe  prop- 
erty in  tbe  kingdom,  and  be  produciive  of  infinite  mis- 
chief in  a  varied  of  ways." 

3.  FuHher  extract  from  tbe  testimony  of  J.  C.  Uyrr, 
Esq. 

**I  think  the  banks,  so  far  from  having  saved  the 
country  from  the  effects  nf  those  panics,  have  been  the 
cauae  of  those  panics;  and  that  ihcy  have  been  the  cause 
of  a  constant  aucceaeion  of  little  panics*  coniinualty  an- 
noying the  commerce  of  ihe  country,  by  monthly  and 
weekly  fluctuationa." 

4.  Extract  from  the  teatim'tny  of  Benjamin  J.  Smith, 
Esq.,  a  directitr  of  the  Bank  of  Maiicbesler,  l>efore 
Lord  Allhorpe'a  committee: 

<'  The  supply  of  the  circulation  by  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land subjects  our  trade  to  great  and  injurious  fluctua- 
tions, owing  to  what  ta  called  a  scarcity  of  money,  ari- 
sing from  causes  of  which  the  public,  who  are  deeply 
interested  in  that  question,  can  have  no  knowledge.  The 
objections  to  Ihe  existing  system  are,  that  the  Bank  of 
Englnnd  has  a  secret  and  despotic  influence  and  control 
oter  Ihe  dettinica  of  our  commerce,  which  we  feel  to  be 
a  most  pernicious  one." 

II.  No  local  banks  of  issue  in  the  great  county  of 
Lincathirr,  including  Liverpool  and  Hunchester.  Iidand 
bills  uf  exchai.ge  used  in  large  dealings(  gold  in  the 
common  Iraniactions. 

I.  Extract  from  tlie  evidence  of  J.  C.  Dyer,  Esq.,  a 
director  of  the  Dank  of  Manchester,  before  Lord  Al- 
thorpc*!  committee: 

■*  The  bankers  in  Manchester  who  can,  do  not,  issue 
notes,  in  con»cq>ience  of  the  ^trimg  feeling  that  prevails 
in  Laneasliire  againt  local  paper.  There  were  two  oc- 
caHons  when  that  feeling  was  publicly  expressed;  Brit, 
in  1834,  and  next  when  the  Bank  of  Manchester  was 
filmed.  Bankers  who  intended  to  issue  notes  abandoned 
their  intention,  from  a  conviction  that  they  could  not, 
under  any  such  eircumstanoes,  derive  any  prml  from  the 
iuue.'* 

3.  Extract  from  Mr.  UcCulloch'a  notes  on  Adam 
Smith's  work: 

"  The  prin(»pa)  distinction  between  notes  and  bills  of 
excltange  is,  that  every  individual  passing  a  bill  of  ex- 
cliange  has  to  endorse  it,  and  by  so  doing  makes  himseir 
responsible  for  its  contents.  Nothing  can  be  more  in- 
accurate than  to  represent  bank  notea  and  billa  of  ex- 
chai^e  under  llie  same  point  of  view.  The  note  is  pay- 
able on  the  inaUnt,  without  deduction— the  bill  not  until 
some  future  period.  The  note  may  be  fHUsed  to  another, 
without  incurring  any  risk  nr  responsibility,  while  every 
endorser  uf  Ihe  bill  makes  himself  liable  for  the  value  of 
it.  Bank  notes  form  the  currency  of  all  classesi  of  those 
who  are  not  engaged  in  business,  of  women,  children, 
laborers,  &c  ,  who  are  all,  as  we  have  seen,  without  the 
puner  to  refuse  them,  and  without  the  means  of  forming 
any  correct  conclusion  as  to  tlie  solvency  of  the  issuers. 
Bills  of  exchange,  on  the  other  hand,  pass  onlpr,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  between  persona  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, and  who  are  fully  aware  of  (he  risk  they  run  in 
taking  them." 

3.  Further  extract  froin  HcCulloch'a  notes: 

"  Tlie  effects  produced  by  tbe  empluyment  of  internal 
bilU  of  exchange,  have  not  certainly  excited  ihnt  atten- 
tion, on  the  part  of  most  of  those  who  have  speculated 
oo  the  iubject  of  currency,  Uial  might  reasonably  liave 
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been  expectedf  but  this  seems  to  have  arisen  chiefly 
from  their  having  been  but  very  imperfectly  aware  of 
the  vast  magnitude  of  the  transactions  settled  by  their 
intervention,  and  of  the  extent  to  which  they  are  em- 
ployed. In  the  great  manufacturing  county  of  Lan- 
cashire, and  in  part  of  Yorkshire,  a  bill  on  London  at 
three  months  is  reckoned  a  money  payment;  and  by  far 
the  largest  proportion  of  the  currency  consists  either  of 
the  bills  of  banVeri  drawn  on  iheir  co^respondent^  or 
thoae  of  the  merchants  and  dealers  scattered  up  and 
down  the  country.  'I'he  following  extracts  from  the 
evidence  given  beKire  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords  on  Scotch  and  Irish  currency,  in  the  session  of 
1826,  show  the  great  extent  to  wliich  internal  bills  are 
now  cDiployed.  Mr.  (iladslone,  an  eminent  merchant 
i>r  Liverpool,  informed  the  committee  that  *  we  sell  our 
goods,  not  fur  payments  in  caali,  such  as  are  usual  in 
other  placea,  but  generally  at  crediU  from  ten  days  to 
three  months*  date;  these  bills  we  pay  to  our  banker^ 
and  receive  from  them  bills  or  cash.  We  have  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  large  Bank  uf  England  notes  in 
circulationj  these  are  generally  used  for  the  payment  of 
duties,  and  also  fur  the  purpose  of  remittance  i  but  the 
great  mass  of  our  eircidation  is  in  billa  of  exchange. 
Sovereigns  and  smaller  bank  notes  are  only  required  for 
such  objects  as  charges  of  merchandise,  with  duties 
freiKhtf,  and  other  items.*  Lewis  Lloyd,  Esq.  <  Tlie 
wages  of  workmen  are  paid  in  gold  or  Bank  ot  England 
notesi  the  manufacturer  ia  chiefly  paid  in  bills  of  ex- 
change. When  a  bill  is  drawn  in  favor  of  a  manufac- 
turer, he  endorses  it  to  the  person  to  whom  he  pa)a  ity 
and  the  person  to  whom  he  pays  it  pays  it  again  to  an- 
other) and  it  goes  on  often  till  it  is  covered  with  endorse- 
ments. Mr.  Henry  Burgess,  a  manufacturer  at  Leeds. 
'The  great  mass  of  the  circulating  medium  of  Lanca- 
shire, as  in  all  the  maniiracluring  districts  in  the  North,  is 
bills  of  exchange:  a  part  of  the  circnlatiun  ts  in  gold  and 
silver  and  Bank  of  England  notes.* " 

III.  SuppresMon  of  all  banks  of  issue  in  England,  ex- 
cept the  Bank  oF  England,  direcJiy  by  law,  or  indirectly, 
by  compelling  them  to  give  security  for  their  issues. 

1.  Extract  from  Mr.  McCullDcb*!  notei  on  Adam 

Smith: 

■'  It  seems,  therefore,  to  be  indispensable,  either  that 
the  country  banks  sliotdd  be  compelled,  as  has  been  pre- 
viously proposed,  to  give  full  seouiity  for  their  issues, 
or  that  their  paper  should  be  iupprened  allogelher, 
and  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  England  substituted  in  ita 
place.  *  *  *  Now,  it  is  obvious,  and  li  indeed  uni- 
versally admitted,  that  the  only  measure  that  can  be 
adopted  for  guarding  completely  against  the  misconduct 
as  welt  as  the  bad  faith  of  Ihe  country  bankers  is  to 
compel  them  to  give  full  security  for  the  payment  of 
their  notes.  This,  and  this  alone,  can  afTord'a  sufficient 
guarantee  to  tbe  public  that  the  country  paper  in  circu- 
falion  will  be  returned  when  presented  for  payment, 
and  ihaf  it  is  really  equivalent  to  gold. 

"Every  country  banker,  on  applying  fur  stamps, 
should  be  required  and  obliged,  previously  to  obtaining 
them,  to  lodge  in  the  hands  of  Government  aecurities,  in 
stocks  or  landed  estates,  fully  equivalent  to  the  amount 
of  the  stamps  issued  to  him." 

3.  Extract  fromthetestimony  of  Henry  Burgess  Esq., 
secretary  of  the  commiltee  of  country  tniiks,  represent- 
ing seven  eighths  of  the  banken  in  England,  woo  have 
resolved  to  relinquikh  their  circulation  nther  than  give, 
security  for  it: 

"  The  only  strongopinionto  which  the commiltechavs 
come  is,  that  if  securities  for  their  issues  were  demand- 
ed, they  would  relinquish  their  issues  alti^lher.  That 
)lution  was  imbodied  in  a  petition  to  Parliament.  • 
•   The  chief  reason  why  country  banken 
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would  cease  to  issue  note*,  if  cslird  upon  for  Beciirities, 
i$,  thai  it  would  be  giving  a  preference  to  one  class  of 
creditors  over  anotlierj  btwdes,  giving  securities  would 
be  locking  up  tlicir  money  in  the  funds,  which  money 
would  be  tlius  unavailable,  and  be  also  placed  at  risk. 
*  *  *  So  they  would  prefer  to  give  up  tlieir  cir- 
culation." 

IV.  Extract  rrom  the  report  of  ihe  commiaBioners  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  tfie  United  States  to  examine  into 
the  debts  and  afTairs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statefi, 
to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  stock,  showing  above  twen- 
ty millions  of  loans  at  low  interest  for  long  lerma,  or  in- 
definite terma,  and  explaining  the  reason  why  borrow- 
ers in  Philadelphia  are  thrown  upon  brokers  wA  two  and 
three  per  cent,  discount  per  month. 

1.  Statement  of  the  debts  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  &c.  on  the  3d  March,  1836: 
Ifotit  dbeottnlti. 

A.  Ontmnk8toclE       -  -  at6pereent. 

B.  On  various  ttocki  and  olhar  lecuri- 

dw        -       -        -       -  do. 


Loam  draatng  inUr—t, 

C.  On  bank  suck  ■  atSperceu. 

D.  On     do.     •       ■        -       '      fl  do. 
B.  On  vartoDi  stoeks  and  other  tecuri- 

Uca        -       -       •       .      4  do. 


r. 
o. 

I 

M. 

XT- 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Tout  as  abcwB 


41  do. 
G  do. 
6  do. 
6  do. 
6  do. 
Bido. 
6  do. 
6  do. 


4,061^71 

.  466^00 

.  .i.v.l/r-f-G5 
.  J,;j-:i.li"iOO 
.  l.u".i"""iOO 

-  1,^  ,670  00 


The  length  of  time  for  which  some  ofiliese  loans  ire 
made  is  thus  staled  in  the  report: 
B  per  c«nL  C,  due  24Ui  Aiuut,  1837. 
(  per  eent.  D, "  when  due  iminaudal."* 
4  per  cent  ^due  Sin  November  ISiO. 
4  par  cent.  F,  due  1st  April,  183a 
&perceiu.G,diielSih  March,  1838. 

per  ceau  H,  due  8ib  October,  1838. 
'  5  per  cent.  I,  due  Im.  December,  18S5. 
Sper  cent.  K, "  lime  of  parment  Indefinite."* 
fij  per  cent.  L.  diie  12ih  January,  1833. 
6  per  cent.  M, "  when  due  immaterial."* 
<  per  cent.  N,  *■  when  due  bnmaterial."* 

3.  Statement  of  loans  (rum  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  Thomaa  Biddle  &  Co.,  in  the  years  1830,  *31, 
and  '33,  taken  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Clayton*:!  commit- 
tee of  1832,  and  now  to  be  referred,  as  illustrative  of 
some  of  ihe  above  loans  on  sleeks  or  personal  securiiyi 


Tear. 

Month. 

Paper. 

Discounter. 

Rate. 

1830. 

Sept. 

17 

f 144.950 

|22U,000 

5  per  cent. 

Oct. 

15 

1,131,672 

1,123,100 

5  do. 

Nov. 

16 

737,112 

730,000 

5  do. 

Dec. 

14 

737,012 

730,000 

5  do. 

1831. 

Jan. 

14 

722,300 

720,000 

5  do. 

Feb. 

15 

540,400 

540,400 

5  do. 

March  15 

400,000 

400,000 

5  do. 

April 

15 

480,000 

480.000 

5  do. 

May 

ir 

443,098 

443,138 

4^  and  5  . 

June 

14 

571,178 

557,968 

do. 

July 

15 

501.162 

504,913 

5  do. 

Atig. 

16 

573,912 

579,912 

5  do 

Sept. 

16 

573.912 

683,995 

5  and  0 

Oct. 

14 

580,000 

698,727 

do. 

Nuv. 

15 

580,000 

752,647 

do. 

Dec. 

16 

580,000 

689.125 

do. 

1833. 

Jan. 

17 

583,000 

652,388 
488,328 

do. 

Feb. 

17 

467,766 

5  do. 

*TbeK  are  the  words  of  tlie  bank  statement. 


3.  Further  extract  from  Mr.  Clayton's  report  of  1833, 
lo  illuBlrate  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
in  loaning  much  to  the  few,  and  little  to  the  many,  anil 
explanatory  of  the  present  condition  of  the  money  mar- 
ket in  Philadelphia,  where  small  borrowers  for  sliort 
terma  pay  three  per  cent,  per  month  discount  for  money, 
which  may  have  comefrom  the  Bank  of  llie  United  States 
to  a  large  borrower  on  a  term  of  years,  or  indefinitely, 
or  on  immatenali<y  of  time: 

April.  1832.  loan  to  72  persons,  >2.404,S78 
*^       .*      do      19      do  1,274,883 
(i      do       3      do  341,739 
«      do       4      do  995,455 
"      do       1  person,  417,766 

Totals,  99  persons,  $5,434,111 
Whole  amount  of  loana  discounted  at 
the  same  time,        -         ■         -  #5.964,085 
Ofwhich  to99person8     •  ■  5,434,111 

To  all  other  persons         •  »529,974 
a::J'TheBe  are  the  loana  of  the  Nalional  Bank  at  Phila- 
delphia, April,  1833. 

Tdesdat,  PaC¥MB«R,  30. 

THE  DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  offered  the  following  reEohilion%  ami 
ssked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  their  ioi' 
mediate  consideration! 

Seaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  commu- 
nicate to  the  Senate  the  latest  statement  made  at  or  for 
the  Treasury  of  the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks;  ex- 
hibiting, among  other  particulars,  the  names  and  placed 
of  all  deposite  banks  appointed  since  the  23d  June  last; 
their  capilaU,  and  the  amounts  of  public  moneys  actually 
transferred,  or  ordered  to  be  transferred,  to  those  bsnk», 
respectively. 

Raoh€d,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  comma- 
nicate  to  the  Senate  a  deUiled  stotement  of  all  transfers 
of  public  moneys  ordered  since  the  23d  June  last,  for 
the  purpose  of  executing  the  act  of  that  date  for  regula- 
ting the  depooites  of  the  public  money;  showing  the 
dates  and  amounta  of  such  transfersj  from  what  place^  to 
what  pUcei  from  what  bank  lo  what  bank,  and  tlw  tinne 
allowed  for  such  transfers,  other  than  such  as  were  made 
in  execution  of  ihe  aforesaid  act. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  the  honorable  mtmber 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bshtob]  had,  in  his  speech  yeater- 
day,  read  statements  which  had  been  obtained  at  the 
Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  sundry  b*nka 
had  enlarged  their  issues  since  the  publication  of  the 
Treasury  order  of  the  11th  of  July.  This  information 
(said  Mr.  Wibstsr)  ia  neither  new  nor  surprising. 
That  fact  has  been  well  undestood.  But  what  banks 
are  thesV  which  have  thus  increased  their  loans?  Are 
they  the  banks  of  the  country  generally,  or  the  banks 
in  the  principal  commercial  cities,  or  a  majority  of  them.' 
No,  sir.  The  gentleman's  statement  was  confined  lo 
the  deposite  banks,  or  some  of  them.  All  those  de- 
poaite banks  were  seventy  or  eighty  perhaps  in  number, 
while  it  has  been  stated  that  the  whole  number  of  banks 
in  the  country  is  near  a  thousand.  Now,  as  I  under- 
stand the  subject,  one  of  the  strongest  grounds  of  com- 
plaint against  the  order  of  the  11th  of  July,  and  against 
Ihe  manner  of  executing  the  deposite  law,  is,  that  by 
those  measures  many  of  these  deposite  banks,  in  places 
where  the  wants  of  business  did  not  csll  for  more  money, 
have  had  large  and  entirely  unnecessary  sums  of  money 
nevertheUss  thrown  into  them,  drawn  from  placed  in 
which  it  was  wanted,  lo  the  great  prejudice  of  other 
banks,  and  of  the  commercial  community  generally.  1 
understand  this  to  be  ode  of  the  prominent  objectiuiu 
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to  the  eoarae  which  Ibe  Treamry  has  pumied.  By  the 
provtriont  of  the  deporite  law,  the  depoute  banks  pay  in- 
tereit  on  ramt  deposited  beyond  a  certain  amount,  ir 
they  receive  money,  thererore,  beyond  sech  amount, 
tbey  are  naturally  templed  to'  put  it  out  on  loans,  how- 
erer  little  real  occasion  there  may  be  for  such  loansj  for 
otherwise  the  deposite  would  *  be  %  heary  cbsrge  to 
tkem. 

An  answer  to  tbeae  resolutions  will  rive  us  light  on 
thii  part  of  the  case.  It  will  probably  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Secretary  to  anever  the  first  resolution  without 
any  delay.  I  hope  we  can  hare  the  answer  to  that  so 
snon  as  to  be  before  us  before  the  conclusion  of  this  de> 
bate.  Nor  do  I  suppose  that  any  great  time  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  second  resolution- 

Mr.  WRIGHT  inquired  of  the  mover  whether  the  rrs- 
olulion  was  intended  to  ask  for  any  more  than  the  last 
statement  rendered  at  the  tVeuury. 

Ht.  WEBSTER  replied  that  he  had  no  wish  that  the 
inquiry  should  go  back  and  call  for  a  voluminous  amount 
of  documents!  *"  he  wished  was  the  lut  statement  re- 
ceived. 

Hr.  WRIGHT  made  no  tri)jection|  and  the  resolution 
was  thereupon  agreed  to. 

REDnCTION  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  NILES  observed  that,  on  a  fimneriitting,  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cjiuoair]  hsd  taken  the 
ground  that  the  whole  subject  of  revenue  belonged  to 
tlie  Committee  on  Finance)  but  if  that  doctrine  was  a 
sound  one,  the  Committee  on  Uanu&ctures  would  be 
left  almost  without  any  appropriate  duty.  He  appre- 
hended, however,  that  the  honorable  Senator  was  mis- 
taken in  the  principle  he  had  laid  down.  The  compro- 
mise act  recognised  the  principle  that  a  reduction  was  to 
be  made  on  the  tariff  of  duties:  the  principle  existed  In 
the  statutes  of  the  country.  Whatever  committee  It 
miglit  b«  who  should  undertake  the  very  difficult  and 
deficale  duty  of  devising  the  mode  and  measure  of  a  re- 
duction of  the  revenue,  would  find  that  the  chief  difficul- 
ty in  the  way  was  not  of  a  financial  character,  hut  had  to 
do  with  the  matter  of  protection,  not  of  revenue.  If  the 
SQbject  of  reduction  affected  very  ezclurively  the  great 
intereals  of  the  ccmtry,  ought  it  not  to  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufiictures^  In  order  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  Senate,  he  would  make  the  motion  that  so  much  of 
the  Prendent's  message  as  related  to  the  reduction  and 
repeal  of  duties  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
(scinres. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  observed  ttiat  the  question  was  not 
open  to  a  moiiont  the  reference  had  been  madi>.  If  the 
gentleman  wished  to  move  a  reconsideration,  he  could 
not  do  so  unless  be  had  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  NILES  bad  supposed  it  in  order  to  refer  the  same 
subject  to  two  different  committees,  who  might  view  it 
under  different  aspects.  However,  to  avoid  difficulty, 
he  would  confine  his  mntion  to  so  much  of  the  messsge  as 
related  to  the  repeal  of  duties  only. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  awd  that  this  was  included  in  his  mo- 
tion as  much  as  the  other.  Whatever  went  to  reduce 
the  revenue  he  meant  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, as  appropriately  belonging  to  that  committee. 
And  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  no  committee  in 
that  body  eottid  represent  more  fully  all  the  great  inter- 
eats  concerned  in  such  a  subject.  The  chairmsn  was 
connected  extensively  with  one  branch  of  Manti&ctnres; 
the  Senator  from  New  York  with  another)  and  (he  Sen- 
ator from  Lowaiana  represented  the  great  sugar  interest 
i^the  South;  while  be  from  Missouri  represented  that 
of  lead.  As  to  the  difficulty  of  the  task,  none  could  be 
more  aemible  of  it  than  himself)  none  hati  felt  it  more 
deeply.  The  reduction,  thus  far,  had  been  effected  on- 
ly hj  eiertiona  such  m  he  should  be  sorry  to  repeat. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  the  subject  wu  then  laid 
on  the  table. 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolution  introduced  tnr  Mr.  Ewiire,  of  Ohio, 
rescinding  the  Treasury  order  of^ July  11, 1836,  and  pro- 
hibiting the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  delegating 
the  power  to  deugnate  the  kind  of  funds  to  be  rceeivea 
in  payment  for  the  public  lands- 

Hr.  CRITTENDEN,  who  had  the  floor,  having  mov- 
ed the  adjournment  yesterday,  yielded  It  to 

Hr.  BENTON,  who  read  several  extracts,  to  which  he 
had  referred  in  his  speech  of  yesterdny.  Haviog  con- 
cluded, he  restored  (he  floor  to 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  The  opening  of  Mr.  C's  speech 
was  in  so  low  a  tone  as  to  be  totally  inaudible  to  our  re- 
porter. As  soon  as  he  waa  distinctly  heard,  he  was, ob- 
serving thnt  the  Senate  had  been  complained  of  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  not  only  for  having  been  tardy  in 
its  appropriations  of  money  for  the  public  service,  at  its 
last  session,  but  for  not  having  appropriated  enough. 
The  Senate  had  voted  appropriations  to  the  amount  of 
thirty-eight  millions,  but  thia  was  complained  of  as  scsn- 
ty  measure,  and  the  Chamber  had  been  gravely  rebuked 
for  not  having  done  much  more.  Now,  Hr.  C.  was  very 
ready  to  take  his  riiare,  and  the  share  of  any  other  gen- 
tleman who  waa  tired  of  it,  in  the  reproofs  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  for  an  open  opposition  to  a  portion  of  this 
appropriation,  and  he  should  have  considered  himself  for- 
tunate hftd  he  and  hts  friends  been  so  fur  successful  as  to 
have  defeated  Ihem.  So  far  from  regretting  or  beiny 
ashamed  of  the  opposition  be  had  made  to  this  lavish  ex- 
penditure of  money,  he  took  it  to  himself  as  a  merK4  so 
lhat,  if  the  design  of  the  honorable  Senator,  in  his  exhort- 
ation and  reproof-,  had  been  to  excite  repentance,  the 
homily  had  entirely  failed. 

But  the  more  immediate  subject  before  the  Senate 
was  the  Treasury  order,  which  it  was  proposed  by  his 
friend  from  Ohio  to  rescind,  and  to  this  be  should  en- 
deavor to  conAne  tumself.  The  subject  had  been  de- 
bated by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  with  all  that  zeal  and 
ability  which  usually  chsrscterised  the  efforts  of  that  gen- 
tleman. Nur  had  Mr.  C.  any  difficulty  in  readily  excu- 
sing even  a  more  than  ordinary  measure  of  xeal  in  that 
Senator  on  this  occasion)  fur  he  thought,  from  a  variety 
of  facta,  pregnant  with  circumstantial  evidence,  lhat  he 
could  very  clearly  ace  the  true  and  genuine  paternity  of 
the  order  in  question.  He  could  not  but  believe  that  Its 
descent  from  the  honorable  Se  nator  might  be  as  correctly 
traced  as  could  be  done  iu  any  other  case  of  gencitlogy. 

On  the  32d  of  April  Ust,  the  honorable  Senator  had 

submitted  a  resolution  that  from  and  after  the  day 

of  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  should  be  receiv- 

ed in  payment  for  the  public  landsj  and  lhat  the  appro- 
priate cummiitee  should  report  a  bill  to  that  effect.  The 
subject  was  resumed  on  the  following  day,  and  by  a  vole 
of  the  Senate  waa  laid  upon  the  table.  In  that  inglori- 
ous repose  it  had  remained  by  general  consent.  It  waa 
permitted  to  sleep  in  silence,  which  amounted  to  the  moat 
unequivocal  condemnation  of  the  measure.  Thia  body 
then  did  condemn,  as  far  as  it  could  In  such  a  mode,  the 
very  thing  contained  in  this  Treasury  order;  the  author 
of  the  resolution  being  among  the  few,  the  very  few,  ad- 
vocates who  voted  in  its  fnvor:  But  no  sooner  had  Con- 
gress adjourned,  than,  on  the  lllh  of  July,  the  very 
measure,  in  regard  to  which  ttie  Senate  had  expressed 
its  most  decided  opinion  in  the  negative,  was  wrougiit 
up  Into  the  form  of  a  Treasury  o^ler,  surrounded,  in- 
deed, and  embeHishe<l  with  sundry  srguments  directed 
against  land  speculators,  and  In  favor  of  occupants  or 
squatters.  Tlie  very  proposition  which  was  rejected  by 
Congress  in  Aj-ril  was  enforced  as  |_^Tre»sury  order  in 
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July.  Wlio  couM  have  uny  difficulty  in  tracing  the  ori- 
gin ofthe  order  to  the  rejected  resolution?  No  sooner 
had  the  Senate  condemned  and  rejected  it,  (h»n  it  was 
instantly  taken  up  in  an  executive  department,  and  made 
to  poiiess  as  eomplete  eiTect  as  ir  ihe  aame  thing  hid 
been  done  by  the  rrry  law  which  the  Senate  refused  to 
enact.  Mr.  C.  would  not,  on  this  occauon,  alluile  to 
another  exertion  of  executive  Mithority,  the  circumstan- 
oet  of  which  very  strikingly  resembled  the  present  case; 
when  ConfrresB,  just  before  its  adjournment,  hid  decla- 
red the  public  money  to  be  aafe  in  the  kerping^  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  but  had  no  sooner  adjourned 
than  that  very  money  was  seized  upon  by  the  executive 
authority,  and  transferred  to  the  deposite  banks.  In 
both  cases  the  executive  authoriiy  had  been  made  lo 
supply  the  phce  of  the  iegtalative.  The  eloqnent  Sen- 
Btor  from  Miasoiiri  had,  in  one  eltuie  of  hit  speech,  in- 
Tokrd  the  genius  of  the  constitution.  Now,  supposing 
that  genius  would  come  at  Ihe  gentleman's  bidding, 
would  it  pronounce  a  proceeding  like  this  to  be  in  con* 
formtty  with  that  Instrument?  Were  not  the  members 
of  that  and  of  the  other  House  competent  to  decide  on 
questions  of  the  currency? — queatiotis  which  deeply  af- 
ftcted  all  their  eonitituents,  ntr  and  wide.  Did  it  not 
belong  to  Congress  to  settle  such  qoeitions?  And  did 
not  the  duty  ofthe  Executive  consist  in  carrying  into  ef- 
fect tbst  which  Congress  in  iu  wisdom  might  ordsin^ 
But  here  that  which  Congress  dimpnroved  and  refused 
to  enact  is  immediately  carried  into  effect  by  the  Esecu' 
tivc,  without  any  other  legislative  authority  or  sanction 
than  the  profound  opinions  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri. 
Mr.  C.  objected  not  only  to  the  measure  itself,  but  to 
the  time  and  manner  of  its  enforcement.  Even  were 
the  thing  itself  not  in  violation  of  law  and  the  constitu- 
tion, still  the  time  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  done 
were  derogatory  lo  the  dignity,  judgment,  and  authority 
of  Congress.  What  was  Ihe  time  which  had  intervened 
between  the  rejection  of  the  resolution  and  the  enact- 
ment ofthe  order^  It  was  the  brief  space  between  the 
close  of  April  and  the  11th  of  July.  What  great  change 
had  occurred  within  that  time  to  justify  such  a  measure? 
Mr.  C.  would,  therefore,  be  in  favor  of  rescinding  the 
order,  were  it  on  no  other  ground  than  that  of  viiMiea- 
ling  the  Senate  from  the  disrespect  that  seemed  to  him  to 
have  been  ofiTered  to  it  by  that  procreding. 

But  there  were  other  more  decided  objections  to  a 
measure  of  this  character,  two  of  which  he  would  dis- 
tinctly speoify.  The  first  was,  that  it  made  an  unlawful 
discrimination  between  different  classes  of  American  cit- 
izens; and,  secondly,  it  made  an  equally  unjust  discrim- 
ination between  debtors  for  the  public  lands  and  all  oth- 
er debtors  to  the  Government.  First,  it  made  a  person- 
al distinction  between  citizens  ofthe  United  States}  gold 
and  silver  was  demanded  of  all  purchasers  of  the  public 
domain,  unless  they  were  actual  settlers  of  the  Isnd  they 
wished  to  purchase,  or  bona  fiat  residents  of  the  State 
within  which  Ihe  lands  lay.  Here  was  a  personal  dis- 
tinction, grounded  merely  on  place  of  reaidence.  A 
particular  apedea  of  currency  was  exacted  from  the  one 
class,  whild  another  less  valued  species  was  accepted 
firom  the  other  class.  Could  this  be  done.'  Wss  it 
consistent  with  equity.'  With  equal  rights  of  American 
citizens?  The  public  domain  was  the  common  properly 
of  Ihe  whole  peoplet  and  how  did  the  resident  of  Illinois, 
or  Ohio,  or  of  Indiana,  become  possessed  of  higher 
rights  in  the  purehsse  of  it  than  you  or  I?  Why  was  he 
entitled  to  easement  in  the  manner  of  making  his  pay- 
ments? Where  waa  the  law  or  the  constitution  giving 
him  such  a  right.'   Where  could  it  be  found?  Nowhere. 

But  it  had  been  said  that  the  discrimination  was  the 
mme  which  had  been  made  by  various  acts  of  Congress 
In  favor  ofaciual  seltlerst  and  Mr.  C.  would  not  contest 
Ibat  fkct.    But  suppose  it  to  be  conceded  that  Congress 


did  possess  the  right,  and  eonatdered  It  good  policy  to 
make  a  discrimination  in  favnr  of  settlers,  by  yieidin|r 
them  a  priority  in  the  purchase  nf  the  tracts  they  hi^ 
cultivated,  how  far  would  this  go  in  advancing  the  gen- 
tlemao's  conclu<rion?  Because  Congress  bad  power  to 
do  this,  did  it  follow  that  the  Executive  had  power  lo 
do  it'  Who  ever  heard  of  the  Executive  setting  up  a 
claim  of  snthority  to  fix  the  price  of  tlie  public  hmdf^  or, 
what  was  equivalent,  to  determine  in  what  species  of 
currency  the  land  should  be  paid  for?  In  what  sense 
could  this  be  regarded  as  an  executive  power?  It  waa 
his  place  to  execute  the  laws,  but  it  belonged  lo  Con- 
gress to  judge  what  the  laws  should  be. 

Mr.  C.  said  ii  had  been  ai^ed  that  the  laws  authori- 
ced  the  receivers  at  the  land  offices  to  receive  nothing 
bnt  gold  and  silver,  and  that  tbia  ot^er  only  carried  the 
law  into  eflVct.  Such  an  argument  did,  indeed,  admit 
the  authority  of  the  lawt  but  how  did  it 'bear  upon  Ihe 
order?  If  the  law  required  payment  in  gold  and  silver 
for  the  public  land,  how  could  it  be  dispensed  with,  as 
it  was,  by  the  order,  in  regard  to  citizens  residing  with- 
in the  Stales  wherein  the  land  lay?  There  was  no  dis- 
pensing power  confided  to  the  Executive  lo  set  aaide 
the  law,  and  no  discretionary  authority  to  make  a  differ- 
ence between  citizens  equal  before  the  law.  The  pub- 
lie  lands  were  common  property,  which  nil  had  a  right 
to  buy  on  the  equal  terms  prescribed  hy  law,  and  the 
Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury  had  no  more  right  tQ  assign 
different  modes  of  payment  to  different  classes  of  citi- 
zens, than  he  had  to  give  more  lands  to  one,  and  less  lo 
another,  for  the  same  money.  In  ihisview  the  order  wo 
altogether  illegal. 

Butsgain:  On  what  principle  of  justice  waamwclaas 
of  debtors  required  to  pay  their  debta  in  gold  and  silver, 
and  another  class  in  what  was  deemed  by  the  Govern- 
ment less  vsluable?  With  accaracy  enough  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  present  argument,  the  revenue  may  be  sla- 
ted at  forty  millions  of  dollarst  one  half  paid  in  the  Weat, 
for  the  purchase  of  public  landst  the  other  half  in  the 
East,  for  duiirs  ami  imposts.  What  right  had  the  Exec- 
utive to  declare  that  the  Western  half  should  be  exacted 
in  gold  and  siUer,  but  that  the  Eastern  half  might  be 
paid  in  bank  paper?  The  arbitrary  inequality  and  in- 
justice of  such  a  regulation  would  be  clear  to  every  un- 
derstanding. Mr.  C.  could  not  be  content  under  a  dia- 
crimination  so  invidious  and  offensive.  What  must  be 
the  effect  upon  the  West  of  continuing  such  an  order  in 
force?  The  money  was  collected  by  the  land  officea, 
and  thence  poured  into  the  bank^  but  it  was  not  expend- 
ed in  Ihe  West.  The  great  objecto  of  public  expendi- 
ture, as  every  one  knew,  were  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 
It  waa  there  that  the  coloasal  pahcea,  under  the  name  of 
cnstom-houses,  were  to  be  found.  It  was  there  that  for- 
tificationa  reared  their  formidable  front,  and  bristled 
from  pnint  to  point  along  the  whole  enssl.  It  was  there 
tliat  all  the  gT«at  expenditures  for  the  navy  were  to  be 
made.  If  the  money  derived  from  the  aak  of  Ihe  pub- 
lic lands  were  to  be  applied  to  the  ordinary  eirpend'iturea 
of  the  Government,  then  this  mass  of  apeeie  which  waa 
collected  In  the  Weat  was  to  be  transported  from  year  to 
year  to  the  Atlantic  Stateat  and  it  could  not  be  otherwise. 
The  millions  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  public  landa 
could  not  be  expended  in  the  West,  and  therefore  there 
would  be  a  perpetual  drain  of  specie  out  of  the  Western 
into  Ihe  Eastern  SUtes.  The  people  of  the  West  could 
not  be  insensible  to  these  results,  or  otherwise  than  just- 
ly indignant  at  a  measure  marked  with  invidioua  ditiino- 
lions,  which  permitted  Iheir  Eastern  brethren  to  pay 
their  debts  to  Government  in  the  ordinary  medium  of 
business,  but  compelled  them  to  pay  in  gold  and  silver. 

When  the  knowledge  of  this  order  first  reached  the 
place  of  Mr.  C's  residence,  the  objections  which  he  had 
stated  had  suggested  themselves  to^is  mind  on  Ihe  first 
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peruni,  but  he  had  at  Ihit  time  no  apprehenmon  that 
the  eSeclt  to  be  produced  on  the  currency  and  busineu 
of  tlie  country  were  likely  to  be  so  extensive.  If,  as  it 
appeared,  the  object  of  the  order  vat  (he  accumulation 
of  specie  in  ibe  banki,  he  doubted  not  that  tli«re  would 
be  » thooMnd  wayi  deviled  to  erade  and  defeat  it.  He 
Iboujcbt  tbat  the  same  thouaand  dollan,  by  being  made 
to  IraTel  backvard  and  forward  between  the  bank 
and  the  land  oiGee«  might  be  made  to  purchaae  land 
enou^  to  aatisfy  the  desires  of  any  number  of  buyers. 
Ur.  C.  apoke  on  this  subject  from  information  and  con- 
jecture, havinff  had  no  personal  experience.  He  had 
never  attended  a  land  sale  in  his  life,  and  knew  nothing 
of  the  arts  eraployedj  but  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  men  who  were  much  eiw^ed'  in  buainesa  of  this 
kind  would  become  expert  in  avaitlnK  themaelTea  of 
every  advantage  in  conducting  it.  But  he  had  also 
Ibouji^t  tbat,  on  (his  side  of  the  mountains,  it  would  be 
easier  to  evade  the  order  than  on  the  other;  for  there 
was  n  proviso  which  admitted  a  cert  ficate  of  depogite  in 
the  Treasury  to  be  received  in  the  place  of  cash.  This, 
he  suppoaed,  would  obviate  the  transportation  of  specie 
to  the  West,  and  would  require  it  only  to  be  carried  to 
Washington,  in  wiuch  there  would  be  no  great  difficulty; 
but  he  Ittd  ainee  underatood  that  a  mode  had  been  de- 
vised Hill  more  contenient:  the  intended  purchasers 
wooM  obtain  drafts  on  the  Bank  of  the  Hetropolis. 
Tbey  would  present  these  drafts  at  the  counter,  and  the 
question  was  asked,  do  you  want  hard  mnney^  Yes,  I 
want  to  buy  land.  Tlie  matter  was  easily  managed.  A 
certain  amount  of  silver  was  put  into  a  little  keg,  and 
this  was  put  into  a  wheel-barrow  and  carried  across  the 
street  to  the  Treasury,  where  the  requisite  certificate 
waa  granted  of  so  much  money  depouted  In  the  Treaw- 
ry.  The  keg  was  then  wheeled  back  to  the  bank,  and 
(his  had  been  repeated  until  it  became  a  matter  of  open 
ridicule  among  the  subalterns  of  the  Treasury.  This  lit- 
tle barrel  had  been  rolled  backward  and  forward  from 
the  bank  to  the  Treasury  and  from  the  Treasury  to  (he 
bank,  a  distance  of  not  more  than  fifty  yards,  until,  «c> 
cording  to  a  calculation  which  had  been  made,  it  had 
travelled  about  1,100  miles;  and  this  was  the  boasted 
metallic  circulation.  This  process  did  but  exemplify,  to  a 
cnn«derable  extent,  the  operation  of  Ibis  Treasury  order 
over  the  whole  country.  But,  allowing  for  all  these 
evasions,  this  order  undoubtedly  has  and  must  continue 
to  occasion  lar^  sums  of  gold  and  silver  to  be  tempora- 
rily withdrawn  from  general  circulation,  and  paid  into 
the  land  offices.  From  theae  offices  it  is  transferred  to 
the  depogite  banks — is  there  subjected  to  the  ordinary 
bankiiw  uses  and  ptirpoaes,  and  serves  to  strengthen  and 
&tten  these  corpora'ions,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  gener- 
al circulation,  and  of  those  banks  from  which  that  gold 
and  silver  has  been  withdrawn.  To  compensate  for 
these  evils,  and  this  derangement  of  the  currency,  what 
adequate  good  has  been  or  can  be  produced  by  this 
orderf  I  cannot  perceive  it — it  appears  visionary  to  roe 
to  aappose  that  it  will  add  a  nngle  dollar  to  the  amount 
of  tbc  specie  of  the  United  States. 

But,  air,  the  direct  operation  of  this  order  has  not, 
probably,  been  more  injarioiis,  or  perhaps  so  much  so, 
•as  iis  indirect  consequences  in  producing  distrust  and 
alarm.  When  the  Treasury  raises  its  mighty  arm,  the 
banks  are  shaken  far  and  wjde.  The  sudden  call  for 
gold  and  silver,  made  by  this  order,  aided  by  some  other 
causes,  rendered  the  bvik^  to  some  extent,  uneasy,  and 
created  apprehensions  in  the  minds  of  the  huMera  of 
their  Dotei.  The  consequence  waa  that  theae  holders 
pressed  the  banks  for  psymenli  the  banks  pressed  Uieir 
debttvs,  and  withheld  their  customary  accommodationsi 
and  thus,  sir,  derangement  and  pressure  were  more  ae- 
verely  and  widely  extended.  9iich,  I  know,  has  been 
the  case  in  Keotiicky  to  a  coniiderabk  extent.  1 


The  Senator  from  Missouri  had  exhibited  a  table,  the 
resuld  of  which  he  had  pressed  with  a  very  triumphant 
air.  Was  it  extraordinary  that  (he  depo«te  banks  xhould 
be  strengthened?  The  effect  of  the  order  went  directly 
to  sustain  them.  But  it  waa  at  the  expense  of  all  the 
other  banks  of  the  country.  Under  this  order  all  the 
specie  was  collected  and  carried  into  their  vaults,  aa 
operation  which  went  to  diaturb  and  embarrass  the  gen- 
eral circulation  of  the  country,  and  to  produce  that  pe- 
cuniary difficulty  which  was  felt  in  all  quarters  of  the 
Union.  Mr.  C.  did  not  profess  to  be  competent  to  judge 
how  far  the  whole  of  this  distress  was  attributable  to  the 
operation  of  the  Treasury  order,  but  of  this  at  least  he 
waa  very  sure,  through  a  great  part  of  the  Western 
country  it  was  universally  attributed  to  that  cause.  The 
Senator  from  Missouri  supposed  that  (he  order  bad  pro- 
duced no  part  of  this  pressure.  If  not,  he  would  ask 
what  it  had  produced?  Had  it  increased  the  specie  in 
the  country?  Had  it  increased  the  specie  in  actual 
and  general  circulation?  If  it  had  done  no  evil,  what 
good  had  it  done?  This,  he  believed,  was  as  yet  undis- 
covered. So  far  as  it  had  operated  at  all,  it  had  been 
to  derange  the  alate  of  the  currency,  and  to  give  it  a  di- 
rection inverse  to  the  course  of  busineas.  The  honora- 
ble Senator,  however,  could  not  see  how  moving  money 
across  a  street  could  operate  to  affect  the  currency  t  and 
seemed  to  suppose  that  moving  money  from  wekt  to 
east,  or  from  east  to  west,  would  have  as  little  eflTect. 
Honey,  however,  if  left  to  itself,  would  always  move 
according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  business  transactions. 
This  course  might  indeed  be  disturbed  for  a  time,  but  it 
would  be  like  forcing  the  needle  away  from  the  polcf 
you  might  turn  it  round  and  round  as  often  as  you 
pleased,  but,  left  to  itself,  it  would  still  settle  at  the 
north.  Our  great  commercial  cities  were  the  natural 
repositories  where  money  centred  and  settled.  I'brre 
it  was  wanted,  and  it  was  more  valuable  if  left  there 
than  if  carried  into  the  interior.  Any  intelligent  busi- 
ness man  in  the  West  would  rather  have  money  paid  him 
for  a  debt  in  New  York  than  at  hia  own  door.  It  waa 
worth  more  to  him.  If,  then,  sprcie  was  forced,  by 
Treasury  tactics,  to  take  a  direction  contrary  to  the  nat- 
ural course  of  businesi^  and  to  move  from  east  to  west, 
the  operation  would  be  beneficial  to  none,  injurious  to 
all.  It  was  not  in  (he  power  of  Government  to  keep  It 
in  a  false  direction  or  position.  Specie  was  in  exile 
whenever  it  was  forced  out  of  that  pUce  where  business 
called  for  itr  Such  an  operation  did  no  real  good.  It 
was  a  forced  movement,  uid  was  soon  overcome  by  the 
natural  course  of  things. 

Mr.  C.  was  well  aware  that  men  might  be  deluded 
and  mystified  on  this  subject,  and  that,  white  the  delu- 
sion lasted,  this  Treasury  order  might  be  held  up  before 
the  eyes  of  men  as  a  splendid  arrangement  in  finance; 
but  it  was  only  like  the  natural  rainbow,  which  owed  ila 
very  existence  to  the  mitt  in  which  it  had  its  being.  The 
moment  the  atmosphere  was  clear,  its  bright  colors  van- 
ished from  the  view.  So  it  would  be  with  this  matter. 
The  specie  of  the  country  must  resume  its  natural 
course.  Man  mi^ht  as  well  escape  from  the  physical 
necessities  of  their  nature,  as  from  (he  laws  which  gov- 
erned (he  movements  of  finance:  and  the  man  who  pro- 
fessed to  reverse  or  dispense  with  the  one  was  no  greater 
quack  than  he  who  made  the  aame  professions  with  re- 
gard to  (he  other. 

But  it  was  raid  tp  be  the  distribution  bill  which  had 
done  all  the  mischief)  and  Mr.  C.  wu  ready  to  admit 
that  the  manner  in  which  the  Government  had  attempted 
to  carry  that  law  into  effect  might  in  part  have  furnished 
the  basis  for  such  a  supposition.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
the  pecuniary  evils  of  the  country  had  been  aggravated 
by  the  manner  in  which  this  had  been  done.  On  this 
subject,  bow«ver,  he  confessed  himself  to  be  but  ■ 
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learner.  He  bsd  no  doubt  that  the  Government  mi^t 
BO  have  distributed  the  money  u  to  avoid  all  injurioui 
consequences,  and  mig;ht  hare  ao  managed  the  opera- 
tion that  the  transmission  of  these  finds,  instead  of  oc- 
casioning injury  or  inconvenience,  mi^t  rather  have 
increaaea  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  by  falling  in  with 
the  natural  and  legitimate  course  of  business.  But  this 
had  been  passed  by,  and  the  Government  had  proceeded, 
like  a  porter  or  drayman,  to  carry  the  public  money 
from  one  quarter  of  the  country  to  the  other.  Thus, 
millions  of  specie  had  been  carried  from  New  York  to 
K^'ntuckyt  but  the  people  of  Kentucky  would  have 
prererred  that  it  should  have  remained  in  New  York, 
for  there  they  might  have  disposed  of  it  at  a  premium  of 
one  or  two  per  oent.  This  wonid  have  fallen  in  with 
tlie  course  of  buuneta,  and  have  been  beneficial  to  the 
country.    But,  as  it  was,  the  effect  was  the  reverse. 

But,  sir,  according  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, all  the  evil  which  was  not  the  effect  of  the  distri- 
bution law  was  the  effect  of  a  panic,  "  a  little  starveling 
panic,  no  bigger  than  a  church  mouset"  a  panic  whicii 
was  now  over)  which,  contemptible  as  it  was,  had  en- 
joyed the  distinguished  honor  of  dying  by  tlie  hand  of 
that  Senator,  and  meeting  its  end,  like  Cesar,  in  the 
Capitd.  And  vaa  this  all  the  comfort  which  the  gentle- 
tnaa  had  to  give  under  the  pressures  and  distresses  of 
the  commercial  interest?  Hr.  C.  did  not  presume  to 
set  himself  up  as  a  competent  judge  of  mercantile  affairs. 
There  were  other  gentlemen  on  that  floor  who  far  bet- 
ter understood  the  interest  of  that  meritorious  class  of 
our  fellow-cititens,  and  who  would  speak  on  the  subject 
in  due  time.  But  if  there  was  any  truth  in  the  repre- 
•entationa  universally  given,  there  wai  an  extreme  pres- 
sure now  frit  in  all  our  great  cities,  from  Boston  to  New 
Orleans,  the  etfect  of  which  was  rapidly  spreading 
through  the  interior.  What  was  the  cause  of  this  embar- 
rassment? The  gentleman  said  it  was  this  little  panic. 
Well,  but  what  was  the  cause  of  the  pantcf  Who  made 
it?  What  caused  ii?  Was  it  not  the  Treasury  order.' 
The  Senator  loved  the  order  well,  but  not  the  panict 
and  all  the  remedy  he  could  propose  was  to  tell 
the  sufferer  it  is  hut  a  panic,  a  contemptible  little 
panic,  a  petty  starveling  panict  the  country  ia  sound, 
the  country  is  safe.  Sir,  of  what  invaluable  use  has 
been  that  little  word?  it  has  furnished  its  full  con- 
tribution to  the  beauty  and  ihe  force  of  many  a  ponder- 
ous and  patriotic  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri. 
It  has  given  point  to  many  a  sentence]  it  baa  helped  to 
round  off  many  a  sonorous  period.  He  has  wielded  it 
like  some  well-tried  and  favorite  weapon,' and  has  dis- 
played great  skill  in  its  use.  It  seems  there  have  been 
three  gre^  panics,  which  the  gentleman  has  noted  like 
so  many  eras  of  the  plague.  Whatever  may  be  the  na- 
tional misfortune,  and  how  loudly  soever  it  may  call  for 
a  remedy,  when  legislative  wisdom  can  furni^  none 
other,  it  ia  a  sufRcient  remedy  to  cry  panici  paniel  Sir, 
it  is  ■  sen;4torial  apecific,  a  ready  panacea  for  all  the 
evils  of  the  body  politic.  Yes,  sir,  this  is  all.  Your 
statesmanship  goes  no  farther.  Tell  the  people  it  is  a 
panic,  and  let  them  understand  that  all  the  enemies  of 
General  Jackson's  administration  have  united  by  common 
consent  to  get  it  up  and  keep  it  up.  A  legislator  will 
thus  feel  that  he  has  fully  discharged  his  duly  to  the 
country  and  to  his  constituents -when  he  has  duly  vo- 
ciferated panici  panic!  T«*o  per  cent,  a  month  is  given 
for  tnwney,  and  it  Is  all  panic,  panie. 

A  justification  for  this  illej^al  Treasury  order  is  further 
attempted  by  telling  us  that  there  are  in  the  country  one 
thousand  banks,  and  that  it  is  the  design  of  this  resolu- 
tion to  fasten  on  the  country  an  odious  paper  system, 
and  to  pay  for  the  public  domain  in  the  rotten  and 
worthless  notes  of  one  thousand  banks.  To  this  the 
honorable  Senator  ia  opposed.   So  are  we  all.   But  he 


seems  to  think  that  all  are  not  opposed  to  it;  and  he  hat 
traced  down,  from  the  days  (rf*  Hamilton,  the  existenea 
of  a  great  and  formidable  psrty  which  hates  gold  and 
silver)  and  if  I  correctly  understand  how  I  must  take 
my  place  in  this  division  of  parties,  1  must  be  one  of 
those  who  hate  gold  and  inlver.  Now,  permit  me  to  as- 
sure the  honorable  Senator  that  1  partake  at  least  ao 
much  of  mortal  mould  as  that  gold  and  silver  coin  are 
not  among  the  objects  of  my  antipathy.  These  "  rascal 
coenters"  do  not  indeed  engross  my  affections,  but  they 
are  very  far  from  being  odious  to  me.  No  very  serious 
defence  or  reply,  however,  would  seem  to  be  necessary 
to  the  strange  and  exaggerated  accusation  of  hating  gold 
and  silver.  If,  ail  suppose,  the  honorable  ^ntleman 
intended  to  apply  that  aoeuaation  to  his  political  oppo- 
nents here,  1  wouhl  suggest  to  him  that  he  would  prob- 
ably do  them  no  disservice  if  he  wonld  please  to  make 
good  his  charge  by  convincing  the  public  that  they  have 
no  love  for  these  precious  metals.  It  would  certainly 
place  them  in  striking  contrast  with  the  party  of  the 
honorable  Senator)  and  what  he  imputes  as  a  crime 
might  possibly  be  regarded  as  a  recommendation.  The 
love  of  gold  and  silver  has  ao  much  prevailed  as  the  vice  ■ 
of  political  parties,  and  been  the  cause  of  so  much  abuse 
and  corruption  in  Governments,  that  probably  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Slates  might  be  tempted  to  make  the 
experiment  of  adminiatering  their  Government  by  a  new 
set  of  sgents  or  rulers  taken  from  this  newly  discovered 
sect  of  muney-hating  politicians — the  first  party  of  that 
description,  I  think,  which  has  yet  appeared  in  the 
world.  But,  sir,  however  this  may  eventuate,  I  ought 
perhaps  to  admit,  whatever  be  its  merit  or  demerit,  that 
the  party  of  the  honorable  Senator  do  love  gold  and  sil- 
ver better  than  their  opponents.  That  party  has  been 
long  blessed  with  opportunities  of  manifesting  this  at- 
tachment, and  it  has  not  neglected  them.  Its  long  and 
strict  monopoly  of  the  public  Treasury,  with  all  its  shi- 
ning heap!>,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  used  that 
monopoly,  sufficiently  attest  its  affection  for  the  precious 
metals.  Indulgeooe,  too,  may  have  increased  this  pasHoni 
for  it  ia  exactly  one  of  those  eases  where  **  increase  of 
appetite  doth  grow  by  that  it  feeds  on." 

On  the  other  hand,  air,  the  opponents  of  this  party 
have  been  so  long  excluded  from  all  these  opportunities 
aid  indulgences,  that  they  are  supposed,  it  seems  to 
have  lost  the  natural  taste,  and,  as  if  in  mockery,  are  de- 
nounced as  "haters  of  gold  and  silver."  I  know  of  no 
belter  grounds  on  which  the  honorable  Senator  can  real 
hie  accusation)  nor  does  any  reply  occur  to  me  belter 
suited  to  Its  ludicrous  gravity. 

But  now,  sir,  seeing  that  the  honorable  Senator  is  of 
that  party  which  loves  so  well  the  conatitutional  curren- 
cy, let  me  ask  him  what  his  love  will  prompt  him  to  do? 
This  Treasury  order,  it  seems,  is  not  the  ultimate  scope 
and  aim  of  his  attempts.  What  is  it  he  would  wish  for? 
Is  it  to  destroy  all  banks?  U  it  to  annihilate  the  entire 
paper  system,  and  give  us  in  place  of  it  showera  of  gold 
and  showers  of  silver?  Why,  sir,  if  the  fiat  of  that  gen- 
tleman could  annihibte  at  a  bl'iw  all  the  bank  notes  in 
the  country,  does  he  really  believe  that  the  business  of 
this  community  could  be  carried  on  without  them?  Sir, 
to  attempt  to  transact  the  affairs  of  the  American  com. 
munity  by  a  medium  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  would  be 
little  better  than  going  -back  to  the  old  Spartan  expedi- 
ent of  bars  of  iron. 

But  from  what  does  the  Senator  infer  thbt  the  party 
to  which  he  is  opposed  hate,  or  at  least  are  opposed  to, 
gold  and  silver?  Is  the  parly  which  advocated  Ihe 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales  the  party  which  is  in  love 
with  the  paper  system?  That  is  his  argument.  But 
what  was  one  of  the  chief  grounds  on  which  they  advo- 
cate j  thut  bank?  Was  it  not  that  its  influence  went  to 
maintain  a  solid  currency,  convertible  into  gold  and 
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lilrer?  Wm  it  not  that,  bjr  menu  of  its  centra)  rilustion 
snd  exten«Te  control,  it  woukl  check  excesees  of  loctl 
banks'  So  fsr  from  bein^  opposed  to  gold  and  silver, 
it  was  the  object  of  that  party  to  keep  up  a  circulation 
both  of  hard  money  and  rood  piper,  and  secure  to  the 
country  the  adrantages  of  both.  And  noW|  can  we  ad- 
vance an  ar^ment  in  thia  House  on  the  subject  of  the 
currency,  without  coming  under  some  reproach  about 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  You  hare  put  down 
that  institution,  which  actually  acoomplisbed  all  that  this 
order  professes  to  aim  at,  and  now  just  what  we  predict- 
ed U  daily  cominff  to  pass.  Slate  banks  are  springing 
up  like  mushrooms  in  all  parts  of  t)ie  country,  and  that 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Government,  and  acconling 
to  its  earnest  wishes.  And  these  constitute  a  part  of  the 
tboussnd  banks  which  figure  so  lai^ly  in  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  Senator.  Is  not  this  the  very.efiect  which 
we  toM  you  would  follow  the  destruction  of  the  Dank  of 
the  United  States?  If  you  are  flooded  with  banks,  and 
the  paper  of  some  of  them  ii  of  doubtful  credit,  is  it  the 
fault  of  those  who  did  their  best  to  preserve  that  which 
would  hare  kept  down  these  spurious  issues'  What 
can  be  more  unjust  than  to  charge  us  with  loving  this 
■tale  of  things?  But  is  it  not  even  ludicrous  to  contrast 
what  bas  actually  happened  with  the  predictions  of  the 
party  oppoeed  to  us,  and  to  which  the  Senator  belong»? 
They  tarid  us  that  the  State  banka  would  give  us  a  better 
currency.  "Hie  executive  messages,  year  after  year, 
gave  us  the  most  solemn  assurances  that  the  State  banks 
would  fully  supply  the  pUce  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  that  no  distress  would  be  the  result,  but  that  we 
shoulfl  have  a  better  currency.  Behold  the  consuiuma- 
tkm  of  these  prophecies.  Do  not  the  prophets  stsnd  in 
a  pontion  perfectly  ludiorons?  Are  the  notes  of  these 
thoomnd  banks  a  better  currency  than  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States?  If  they  are,  then  why  not 
receive  them  for  the  public  lands?  Did  any  man  doubt 
the  solvency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  or  the 
goodness  of  its  notes?  You  di-stroyed  that  bank.  Vour 
better  currency  is  come  in  the  place  of  itt  we  bring  it 
to  your  own  doors,  and  you  spurn  it.  We  ofler  it  to 
ym,  nod  ynu  reply,  **  What !  convert  the  public  Unds 
intoreamsor  spoiled  and  speckled  paper,  called  money?" 
Thus  scorned,  thus  hooted  at,  is  that  very  currency 
which  you  told  us  was  to  be  better  than  the  notes  of  the 
Untied  States  Banki  and  because  we  prophesied  such  a 
currency,  and  labored  to  prevent  its  coming  upon  the 
country,  we  are  now  to  be  called  haters  of  gold  and 
silver! 

We  too,  sir,  sre  opposed  to  converting  the  public 
■ands  into  worthless  bank  notes.  But  we  supposed  that, 
dobious  aa  the  credit  of  many  of  these  banks  is  justly 
considered,  some  of  them  are  good,  and  that  the  notes 
of  these  should  be  received  from  the  people,  without 
running  into  the  sudden  and  inconvenient  extreme  of 
rejecting  every  thing  but  gold  aitd  silver;  a  measure  the 
more  harsh  in  its  operation  and  characttr,  because  of 
its  being  tbe  unexpected  act  of  an  administration  that, 
u|>  to  that  very  instant,  had  encouraged  the  circulation 
of  these  bank  notes,  by  proclaiming  it  to  be  a  "better 
currency"  than  that  which  bad  been  furnished  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  Senator  tells  us  that  the  object  of  this  resolii. 
tion  is  twofold,  lis  prime  object  is  to  disgrace  General 
Jackson,  and  the  second,  which  is  little  inferior  in  im- 
portance, is  to  overthrow  the  nationsl  curiency.  I'hese 
are  the  two  revolutionary  consequences  which  ihe  Sen* 
ator  supposes  to  be  aimed  at  liy  my  friend  from  Ohio. 
For  myself,  I  can  with  great  truth  say  thst  I  am  actu- 
ated in  this  matter  only  by  n>y  view  of  the  good  op  bad 
pitliey  of  the  Treasury  order,  disconnected  entirely  from 
all  personal  feeling  toward  General  Jackson.  1  have  no 
more  personal  feeling  against  him  on  this  subject  than 


I  have  against  you,  sir.  Would  you  consider  it  an  im- 
peachment on  your  integrity  for  a  gentleman  to  differ 
from  ynu  as  to  the  policy  of  s  political  measure?  Surely 
not.  Why,  then,  should  the  Senator  suppose  that  a  mo- 
tion to  rescind  this  Treasury  order  must  be  intended  to 
dishonor  General  Jackson?  Sir,  I  object  wliolly  to  this 
introduction  of  prendential  influence  into  debate  on  this 
floor.  Is  it  becoming  in  us  to  say  one  to  another,  you 
must  do  this  or  that,  lest  the  President  should  feel  him- 
self degraded '  Is  this  a  fit  weapon  to  be  wielded  In  this 
House?  The  Senator  from  Missouri,  from  tbe  intimacy 
he  is  supposed  to  enjoy  with  the  President,  may  be  con> 
sidered  as  speaking  with  authority  on  such  a  subject. 
But  may  T,  who  am  in  some  degree  excluded  from  the 
presidentisi  smiles,  attempt  to  carry  a  measure  through 
the  Senate  by  threatening  the  presidential  frown?  Hay 
every  little  whipster  wield  this  weapon  over  our  heads? 
What  is  to  be  the  influence  of  such  threats?  What  is 
to  be  the  end  of  such  a  system?  What  mutt  its  end  he 
but  to  resolve  all  legislation  into  the  will  and  wish  of  the 
Executive?  The  scope  of  such  an  argument  would 
leave  this  Senate  little  more  than  a  tame  registry  of 
presidential  edicts.  The  Government  may  retain  the 
Miadowy  forms  of  republican  freedom,  but  it  will  become 
in  fact  a  stern,  substantia)  nxmarchy.  The  phrase  "  de- 
grade the  President*'  is  to  be  used  as  so  many  cabalistic 
words:  the  moment  thry  are  uttered  the  Senate  is  to  be 
silenced.  The  President  thinks  a  certain  measure  right, 
thert-fore  we  must  think  it  right.  1  read  that  Philip  of 
Macedon  had  but  one  eye,  and  he  covered  the  place  of 
the  other  with  a  patch.  His  influence  in  Greece,  which 
had  long  been  increasing,  at  length  reached  that  point 
that  to  court  his  favor  the  Grecian  Senators  appeared  in 
tfbeir  p)!ices  with  a  patch  over  the  left  eye.  [A  laugh.  ] 
So  I  suppose  it  is  to  be  with  us.  If  the  President  on 
sny  occasion  hsppens  to  do  wronfr,  we  are  not  to  think 
or  to  speak  on  tbe  subject*  and  must  prefer  to  do  injus- 
tice to  ourselves,  ratlier  than  run  the  risk  of  degrading 
the  President. 

I  suppose  I  am  to  understand  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, when  he  speaks  of  Ihe  "constitutional  currency," 
to  mean  a  currency  of  goldand  silver.  But  the  ecmititution 
ssysnothinj^on  the  matter,  save  that  the  States  bhall  pais 
no  law  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  silvers  le^l  ten* 
der.  Thst  is  all  it  cnntaina  on  the  subject.  But  I  will  here 
tell  that  gentleman  that  E  do  lo  a  great  extent,  agree 
with  him  in  the  picture  he  has  drawn  of  a  degraded 
paper  current^,  and  I  will  very  Kl>dly  contribute  my 
mite  to  correct  so  great  an  evil.  But  I  fear  it  is  beyond 
our  reach.  I'he  l»nks  of  which  he  complains  hold  their 
existence  under  Stale  authority,  and  all  our  arguments 
amoimt  to  nothing  more  than  mere  idle  speculation. 
Yuu  have  no  bank.  You  rejected  that  ynu  had, 
and  refused  to  make  another.  Is  this  Treas'j^ry  order 
the  mode  in  which  you  would  correct  the  evils  of  ex- 
cessive banking^  Would  you  disorder  and  derange  the 
whole  currency  nf  the  country,  in  order  that  the  banks 
may  explode?  For  all  the  evils  of  the  existing  system 
Uiat  gentleman  and  his  parly  are  fully  chsrgeable.  They 
put  down  that  instiiutinn  which  would  have  prevented 
the  whole.  They  did  it  with  the  consequences  plainly 
before  their  eyes — clearly  shown,  and  distinctly  fore- 
told. They  persevered,  and  those  consequences  hsve 
now  come.  From  that  act  have  grown  up  all  thfse 
evils — evild  which  the  Senator  paints  in  glowing  colors, 
but  evils  from  sll  which  I  look  forward  in  trembling  hope 
to  an  ultimate  deKverancr.  1  entertain  as  great  an  sp- 
prehension  ofthe  danger  cf  these  ttmussnd  banks  as  he 
dnrsi  but  it  is  a  dsrger  which  the  Treasury  order  will 
not  remove,  f  am  opposed  to  that  measure,  because  it 
is  not  a  competent  remedy.  Instead  of  mitigating,  it 
aggravates  the  evil]  and  I  therefore  hope  the  resolution 
before  us  will  rece've  the  sanction  rflhis  body. 
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The  frentlemui  ii  full  of  th&nki  to  the  Preiident  of 
the  United  State*.  Well,  sir,  I  retlly  Iwve  no  ides  thst 
the  Preiident  had  rn  this  matter  any  view  or  purpose 
hostile  to  the  best  interests  of  thiscountry.  I  can  readily 
imsf^ine  that  his  objects  and  his  motives  were  of  the  mott 
beneficent  character.  But,  sir,  where  is  the  threat  occa- 
■ion  for  tliia  outpouring,  this  outbreaking  of  graliiude; 
io  earnest,  so  sublime,  that  it  approachca  to  adulaiion, 
nay,  to  positive  adoration^  1  hope  I  am  not  inaenaible  to 
the  obligations  ofgratitudei  but  1  have  no  idea  thai  we  are 
forever  to  be  looking  up  to  the  President  as  a  sort  of 
demi-god,  wlio  has  showered  down  benefits  upon  us 
notwiihstandingour  ill  deserts— benefits  entirely  superer- 
ogatory, Hiid  such  as  we  hail  no  right  to  expect  or  hope 
for.  No,  sir,  1  am  willing  to  treat  the  Freeident  with 
due  respect,  and  to  acknowledge  all  his  good  deeds  in 
such  a  manner  as  becomes  an  American  cttizent  further 
than  this  1  am  not  disposed  to  og. 

The  Senator,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  in  the  peroration  of  his 
elo^juent  hanngiie,  transported  by  the  fervor  of  his  vic- 
torious argument,  regretted  that  there  was  not  more 
laler.t  and  genius  on  the  other  side,  over  which  he  might 
prosecute  still  further  conquests.  He  seems  to  lack 
something.  Like  the  victorious  Saracen,  who  carried 
the  true  faith  through  the  world  on  the  point  of  his 
sword,  or  like  Alexander,  who  ealli-d  for  more  worlds  to 
conqner,  the  honorable  Senator,  after  having  extilted  in 
triumph  over  all  that  had  been  brought  against  him,  calls 
nut  for  more  talent  and  more  genius  over  which  to  pur> 
sue  his  corqiiering  course.  It  is  not,  probably,  in  my 
power,  sir,  to  contribute  what  is  thus  called  for  to  swell 
the  gentleman's  triumph;  nor  is  it  for  me,  sir,  longer  lo 
keep  the  field  when  such  chsmpinns  are  engaired.  ^ 

When  Mr.  CHiTTKansii  had  concluded,  and  taken  his 
■eat, 

Hr.  BENTON  explained  that  his  remarks  on  the  want 
of  talent,  argument,  &c.,  were  not  intended  to  apply  to 
the  actors  in  the  Senate,  but  to  those  out  of4t  wlio,  he 
supposed,  had  prepared  the  subject. 

The  question  being  annoiince<l  from  the  Chair  as  being 
on  orderfu^  the  resolmion  to  a  second  reading, 

Mr.  KWING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  thisques* 
tioni  which  were  accor<1iiigly  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

Tlie  Senate  then  adjourned. 


WtDlTEBDAr,  UECEMnsRSl. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon. 
JoDAH  DaRi,  elected  a  Senator  from  the  Stale  of  Maine, 
to  supply  the  varaney  occarioned  by  fhe  rengnslion  of 
the  Hon.  Etueb  SRxrtxri  after  »hich,  the  oath  to  sup- 
port the  eniistitutiiin  of  the  United  SUtes  was  administer^ 
ed  to  llr.  Uaaa  by  the  Vice  Preudrni,  and  he  took  his 
seat. 

PUBLIC  UEPOSITCS. 

Ur.  CALHOUN,  agreeably  to  nut'ce,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  introduce  the  following  bill: 
A  bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  certain  sections  therein 
named'or  the  act  of  the  SJd  June,  1836,  regulating 
the  deposiles  of  the  money  that  may  be  in  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  1st  January,  1838. 

£e  il  enacttdt  (^c,  Tliat  the  money  which  shsll  be  in 
the  Treasury  of  Hie  United  States  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1838,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dolUrs, 
shall  be  deposited  with  the  several  Slates,  on  the  terms 
and  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  13lh,  14th,  and 
15th  sections  of  the  aet  to  regulate  the  depusites  of  the 
public  money,  approved  the  'J3d  day  of  June,  1836. 

Mr.  C,  in  introilucing  the  bill,  observed  thiit  he  had 
not  asked  leave  lo  introduce  this  hill  without  stttit^fyiitg 
himself  that  there  would  be  a  large  surplus  of'thr  public 
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revenue  remaining  in  the  Treasury  at  the  termination  of 
the  next  year,  after  allowing  for  very  liberal  appropria- 
tions on  all  proper  subjects  of  expenditure.  Prom  the 
Calculations  he'  had  made,  he  was  convinced  that  the 
amount  of  this  surplus  would  not  fall  short  of  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

He  was  fully  aware  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  the  report  submitted  by  that  officer  lo  Congress 
had  taken  a  very  different  viewt  yet  Mr.  C.  thought  he 
hazarded  little  when  he  taid  that  on  this  subject  the  Sec- 
retary was  certainly  mistaken.  He  knew.  Indeed,  that 
formerly  such  an  assertion  from  a  member  of  Congress, 
'  in  relation  to  the  highest  fiscal  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, would  have  been  deenned  adventurous;  but  so 
viigue,  sn  uncertain,  so  conjectural,  and  so  very  errone- 
ous, had  been  the  report  from  that  Department  for  two 
or  three  years  Ust  past,  that  he  could  not  be  considered 
as  risking  much  in  taking  such  a  position.  That  in  tliis 
remark  he  did  no  injustice  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  (toward  whom  he  cheriabed  no  persona)  hoa- 
tilily  or  unkind  feeling  whatsoever,)  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  presenting  to  the  Senate  the  estimates  made 
by  that  officer  fur  the  present  year,  in  December  last, 
and  comparing  with  it  the  actual  result,  as  now  ascer- 
tained from  the  Secretary'n  own  report,  made  the  prea> 
ent  season.  His  estimate  of  the  receipts  from  all  aources, 
including  the  public  lands  and  every  other  branch  of  the 
revenue,  amounted  to  $19,7'SO,O0O,  whereas  the  report 
slated  those  receipts  to  have  amounted  to  |47,69I,898i 
preBenting  a  difference  in  the  estimate,  for  a  single  year, 
nf  {27,941.898.  Thus  tbe  excess  of  the  actual  receipts 
hail  exceeded  the  estimate  by  more  than  one  third  of 
the  whole  amount  of  the  estimate.  Each  of  the  great 
brnnchea  of  the  revenue,  the  customs  and  the  public 
lands,  exceeded  the  eilimate  by  millions  of  dullan. 

Again :  the  Secretary  had  estimated  the  balance  at  tiie 
end  of  the  year,  then  within  four  weeks  of  its  termina- 
tion, at  #18,047,998,  whereas  the  report  showed  that  ilie 
balance  actually  amounted  to  ^,749,803,  being  an  er- 
ror of  #8,703,350  for  that  short  period.  How  these  er- 
rors arose,  whether  from  negligence  or  inattention,  or 
whether  they  were  made  purposely  to  subaerve  certain 
political  views,  it  was  not  for  liim  to  sayt  but  they  were 
sufficient  to  show  that  he  ran  no  very  fornddable  hazard 
in  venturing  lo  say  that  the  views  of  the  Secretary  in  tc- 
sprct  to  what  was  yet  future  might  be  erroneous. 

But  further:  the  Secretary,  in  his  report  last  year,  had 
estimated  the  available  means  of  tlie  Treasury  fur  the 
current  year  at  $37,797,598!  they  were  now  ascertained 
to  have  been  #74,441,701,  exhibiting  the  small  error  of 
#46,644^104.  We  m^t  leirch  the  fiscal  records  of  all 
civilized  nations,  and  would  not  find  in  the  compass  of 
history  an  error  so  monstrous.  He  stated  this  with  no 
feelings  of  ill  will  toward  tbe  Secretary,  but  with  emo- 
tinna  of  shame  and  mortification  for  the  honor  of  the 
country.  How  must  errors  like  these  appear  in  the  eyes 
of  fiireign  nations?    How  woiihl  ihey  look  to  po&lerity.^ 

Out  he  was  not  yet  done.  The  Secretary  estimates 
the  expenditures  of  tbe  year  at  #23,103,444,  whereas 
they  turned  nut  to  be  #31,435,033,  making  a  difference 
of  #8,331,588.  Ileestimatesthe  balance  in  the  Treasury 
Ht  the  end  of  this  year  at  #14,500,000.  He  now  admits 
iliat  it  will  equal  #43,005,669,  making  an  error  of 
#28,505,669,  and  this  notwithstanding  he  had  made  an 
under-estimAte  of  the  expenditure  of  more  than  tight 
miilions,  which,  if  added,  as  it  ought  to  be,  would  make 
a  miatake  of  nearly  thirty-seven  millions. 

The  Secretary,  however,  had  profited  by  the  errors 
of  last  year.  The  esliiuatea  in  ihe  present  report  were 
somewhat  nearer  to  the  truth,  but  were  atill  far  removed 
from  it.  And,  indeed,  to  smsll  was  the  amount  in  which 
he  had  profited,  that  he  had  risked  an  opininn  that  the 
<xpendilure  would  exceed  the  ii,cotnr»  so  that,  uf  tbe 
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■umvhich  had  brrn  deposit^  wilh  the  SUte*, *  portion, 
■nounling  to  betu-een  two  and  three  millionit,  would 
hire  to  be  refunded.  The  Secretary  held  out  language 
of  this  kind,  when  he  icknowledged  that  the  Income  of 
the  year  would  be  934.00(^000.  Mr.  C.  taid  be  would 
be  glad  to  tee  the  adminUtration,  with  tuch  to  income, 
renture  to  eill  upon  the  States  (o  pay  back  the  nnon> 
ryi  Ihey  had  received.  Ko  iHn>inisI ration  would  ven< 
ture  the  cil),  eicrpt  in  the  ease  of  a  foreign  war,  in 
which  case  these  deposiies  wouM  prore  a  timely  and 
f.rsc'>oa»  reiourcr.  With  proper  mantgement,  they 
voold  enable  the  Goremmcnt  to  avoid  the  necessity,  st 
the  eommeneeiDent  of  t  vir,  of  resorting  lo  war  lazes 
sikI  loans.  All  those  gentlemen,  and  he  saw  sereral  of 
ttiem  around  him,  who  were  here  st  the  commencement 
of  (be  last  war,  would  well  remember  the  difficulty  and 
embarrassnent  which  attended  the  operation  of  raising 
the  revenae  from  a  peace  lo  a  war  ralsblishinent. 

Assuming,  then,  that  there  would  be  a  surplur,  Ihe 
question  preaented  itself  as  to  what  should  be  clone  with 
it.  That  question  Mr.  C.  would  not  now  attempt  to 
aigue.  Im  discussion  of  it  at  this  time  would  be  pre- 
mature and  out  of  place.  He  proposed  to  himself  a  more 
limited  object,  which  was  to  state  the  points  connected 
with  this  subject,  which  he  considered  aa  established} 
and  to  point  out  what  was  the  real  issue  at  pretenl.  One 
point  was  perfectly  eslablisbed  by  Ihe  proceedings  of 
lh«  Int  session — Inat,  when  there  was  tn  onavoicUble 
sarpliii^  it  ought  not  to  be  left  in  the  Treasury,  or  in  the 
deposile  banks,  but  should  be  deposited  with  the  Slates. 
It  was  not  only  the  most  safe,  but  the  most  just,  that  the 
States  should  hsve  the  use  of  the  money  in  preference  to 
the  banks.  Tins,  in  fact,  was  the  great  and  leading  princi. 
pie  which  Isy  at  the  foundation  of  the  act  of  last  session — 
an  act  that  would  forever  distinguish  the  24lh  Con- 
gress— an  act  which  will  go  down  with  honor  lo  poster- 
ity. Mil  bad  obtained  the  almost  unanimous  approbation 
of  tbe  present  day.  The  passage  had  inspired  the  coun- 
try wilb  new  hopes.  It  bad  been  beheld  abroad  as  s 
matter  of  wonder,  a  phenomenon  in  the  fiscal  world, 
such  as  could  have  sprang  out  of  no  inttituLions  but  ours, 
tnd  whxh  went  in  a  powerful  and  impressive  manner  to 
illustrate  the  genius  of  our  Government. 

He  considered  it  not  less  fully  establislied  tint  there 
ought  to  be  no  surplus,  if  it  could  be  arotded.  I'be 
money  belonged  to  those  who  made  it,  and  Government 
had  no  right  to  exact  it  unless  necessary.  What,  then, 
was  the  true  question  at  ibbuc^  It  was  this:  Can  you  re- 
duce the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  people? — he  meant 
m  a  large  political  sertsc.  Could  (he  reduction  be  made 
without  an  injury  that  would  more  than  countervail  the 
bentfii^  The  President  thought  it  could  be  dunet  and 
Ur.  C.  hoped  he  was  correct  in  that  opinioi.  ir  it  be 
pnettcable,  then,  beyond  all  question,  il  was  the  proper 
and  natural  course  to  be  adopted.  It  was  under  this  ini- 
prcnon  that  he  bad  moved  to  refer  this  part  of  the  Pres- 
■dent'it  message  lo  the  Committee  on  Finance.  He  not 
only  considered  that  as  the  appropriate  committee,  but 
lliere  were  other  reasons  that  governed  him  tn  makings 
the  reference.  A  majority  of  that  committee  were 
known  to  be  hostile  to  the  deposite  bill,  and  would, 
therefore,  do  all  in  their  power  lo  avoid  Ihe  possibility  of 
having  a  surplus.  IF,  then,  that  committee  could  not  ef- 
fect a  reduction,  then  it  might  be  safely  assumed  as  im- 
practicable. If  they  could  agree  on  a  reduction,  the 
Senate  no  doubt  would  readily  concur  with  them. 

There  wa^  ooe  point  on  which  the  committee  need  hsve 
no  appreheiuiun:  that  any  reduclinn  Ihey  might  propose 
lo  make  would  be  considered  by  the  South  as  a  breach 
of  the  compromise  act.  Her  intercat  in  itui  act  is  not 
sgatnit  ihe  reduction,  but  the  inereasc  of  duties.  If  it 
K  the  pleasure  of  other  iccticnw  lo  reduce,  she  will 
certainly  not  compUin.  « 
Vol.  X1U.-6 


Mr.  C.  Said  ha  would  lake  thia  occsaion  to  define  with 
exactness  the  position  he  occupied  in  regard  to  Ihe  com- 
promise.  Hestood,  penoiully,  without  pledge  orpligbt- 
ed  bith,  as  far  is  that  set  wss  concerned.  He  clearly 
foresaw,  st  Ihe  thne  that  bill  passed,  that  there  would 
be  a  surplus  of  revenue  in  the  Treasury.  He  knew  that 
result  lo  be  unavoidable,  unless  by  a  reduction  so  sud- 
den ss  to  overthrow  our  manufacturing  establisbmrnls— 
a  catastrophe  which  he  sincerely  denrcd  to  avoid. 
Whatever  might  be  thought  to  the  contrary,  he  bad  al* 
ways  been  the  friend  of  those  establishments.  He 
thotighl  at  the  time  that  ihe  reduction  provided  for  in 
the  bill  had  not  been  made  to  take  place  as  fast  as  it 
mirhl  have  been.  But  the  terms  of  the  bill  formed  the 
on!)'  pround  on  which  the  opposirg  interesta  could  agre  e ; 
and  he,  as  rt  presenting  in  part  one  of  the  Southern 
Stales,  had  accepted  it,  believing  it,  on  the  whole,  to  be 
the  best  srrangement  which  could  be  effected t  y^t  he 
saw  (it  did  not,  indeeil,  require  much  of  a  prophetic 
spirit)  that  there  were  thoee  who  were  then  ready  to 
collect  the  taitff  at  the  point  of  the  bayrnet,  rather  llisn 
)ield  an  inch,  who,  when  Ihe  Injurious  effects  of  Ihe  tur* 
plus  should  be  ftll,  would  throw  the  responsibility  on 
those  who  supported  the  bill.  Seeing  this,  Mr.  C>  had 
determined  that  it  should  not  be  thrown  upon  him.  lie 
had,  therefore,  risen  in  his  place,  and,  after  calling  on 
the  stent^raphers  to  note  his  words,  he  bad  declared 
that  he  voted  for  Ibat  bill  in  the  same  manner,  and  no 
other,  that  he  did  fur  all  other  bilN,  and  titat  he  held 
himself  no  further  personslly  pledged  in  its  passage  than 
in  any  other.  Mr.  C.  was  therefore  at  perfect  liberty 
to  select  his  positiun,  which  he  would  now  stale.  We 
of  Ihe  Souih  bad  derived  incalculable  advantage  from 
that  act(  and,  as  one  belonging  to  that  section,  he  claim- 
ed all  those  sdvsnUges  to  the  very  last  letter.  That 
act  had  reduced  the  inconte  of  the  GoTcrnmcnt  greatly. 
Few,  he  believed,  verc  fully  aware  of  iheeslent  to  whkh 
it  had  operated.  It  was  a  fact,  whldi  Ihe  doeametita 
would  show,  that  tbe  act  of  1828  arrested  at  the  custom- 
house one  half  in  value  of  the  amount  of  (he  imporla. 
The  imports  at  that  (ime,  deducting  reahipmenls,  wrre 
about  aixty.five  millions  of  dollars  in  value,  out  of  which 
the  Government  collected  about  thirty-two  millions  in 
Ihe  gro».  Tlie  imports  of  the  last  yrar,  deducting  re- 
shipments,  amounted  to  f 120, 000,000,  which,  if  the  tarifF 
of  1828  had  not  been  reduced,  would  have  given  an  in- 
crease of  (60,000,000,  instead  of  something  upwards  of 
(21,000.000.  lie  claimed  not  Ihe  whole  difference  for 
the  compromise,  but  upwards  of  $20,000,000  msy  be 
fairly  csrried  to  its  credit.  Under  this  great  reduction, 
we  of  the  South  began  to  revive.  Our  business  began 
to  thrive  and  to  look  up.  But  the  compromise  act  bad 
not  yet  fully  discharged  its  fiinctionfti  Its  operation 
would  continue  until  the  revenue  should  be  brought 
down  lill  no  duty  should  exceed 20  percent,  adta/orem, 
and  the  revenue  be  reduced  to  the  actual  wants  of  the 
Government.  But,  while  be  claimed  for  tbe  South  all 
these  very  important  advsntages,  Mr.  C.  trusted  he  was 
too  honeat,  ss  well  as  too  proud,  while  he  claimed  those 
benefii.A  on  her  part,  to  withhold  whatever  advantage 
the  North  may  derive  from  the  compromise.  His  pou- 
tnn,  then,  on  the  question  of  reduction,  wu  lo  follow, 
and  not  lo  lead)  and  such  he  believed  to  be  the  true  po- 
sition of  the  South.  If  it  be  the  wish  of  other  sections  to 
reduce,  she  will  cheerfully  fullowi  but  I  trust  she  will 
be  Ihe  Itst  to  disturb  the  present  state  of  things, 

Having  thus  clearly  defined  his  own  position,  Mr.  C. 
said  he  would  venture  a  suf^estion.  If  tbe  msnufactu- 
ring  interests  would  listen  lo  ihe  voiee  of  one  who  had 
never  been  their  enemy,  he  would  venture  to  advise 
them  to  a  course  which  he  should  consider  as  wise  on  all 
Mdes. 

It  is  well  known,  Hud  Ur.  C .,  thatibe  comproBist  act 
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iDftkn  a  very  great  tmd  auilden  reductinn  in  the  ynn 
'41  and  '43.  He  doubtrd  the  wisdom  of  this  prorision 
at  the  limr;  but  (hose  who  represented  the  manufaetu- 
ring  interest  thuught  it  was  safer  and  belter  to  reduce 
more  sKiwty  at  first  and  more  rapidly  at  the  termination 
of  the  te  rm,  in  order  lo  avttid  the  possibiliiy  oF  a  shock 
at  (he  commencrmcnt  of  the  term.  He  thought  experi- 
ence lud  clearly  ahown  that  (here  could  be  no  hazard  in 
accelerating  the  rate  of  reduction  now,  in  order  to 
avoid  tite  great  and  rapid  dcEcent  of  *41  and  '42;  and  In 
this  view  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  would  be  wise  to  dii- 
(ribute  the  remaining  reduction  equally  on  the  six  re- 
maining yeart  of  the  act.  It  waa,  Uuwcvcr,  but  a  aug- 
geation. 

Mr.  C.  observed  that,  had  not  this  bten  the  short  sei- 
sinn  of  Congress,  lie  should  have  postponed  the  intro* 
ductton  ol  the  present  bill,  and  awaited  the  action  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  But  it  waa  possible  that  com- 
mit! ce  might  find  it  impracticable  to  reduce  the  revenue, 
and  as  there  were  hut  about  two  months  of  the  aesnon 
left,  if  something  were  not  effected  in  the  mean  time,  a 
large  surplus  might  be  left  in  the  Treasury,  or  rather  in 
the  deposile  banks — left  (here  to  distuib  and  disorder 
the  currency  of  the  country-;  to  cherish  and  fuster  a  spirit 
of  wild  and  boundless  speculation,  and  to  be  wielded  for 
aleelioneering  purpuaea.  A  standing  aurplas  in  the  de- 
posile banks  was  almoat  universally  condemned.  The 
President  himself  had  announced  it  in  hia  message,  and 
Mr.  C.  heartily  agreed  with  him  in  every  word  he  had 
said  on  that  subject. 

Before  sending  the  bill  to  the  Chair,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  expressing  liia  hope  that  (he  aubjrct  would  be 
diseuasrd  In  the  tame  spirit  of  moderation  as  had  charac- 
terited  the  debates  upon  it  last  year.  It  was  a  noble  ex- 
ample, ami  he  hoped  it  would  be  followed.  Let  the 
subject  be  argued  on  great  public  groonda,  and  let  all 
party  spirit  be  sacrificed  on  this  great  question  to  the 
good  of  the  country.  Yet,  he  would  ssy  lo  the  friends 
of  the  administration,  that  it  was  not  from  any  fear,  on 
party  f^round,  that  he  uttered  this  sentiment;  for  he  be- 
lieved (here  was  no  subject  which,  in  Uie  hands  of  a  skil- 
ful oppoMtioP,  would  be  mure  fatal  to  power. 

The  bill  was,  by  consent,  read  twicei  when  Mr.  Cxt^ 
■ODii  moved  that  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next.  He  aaw  no  necessity  fur  ils  commitment. 

Mr.  CLAY  was  extremely  unwilling  to  interrupt  for  a 
moment  (and  he  would  only  inteirupt  fur  a  moment)  the 
progress  of  the  debate  expected  to  proceed  to  day.  Bu', 
from  (be  numerous  indications  wliich  had  been  given  of 
a  purpose  to  disturb  the  compromise  act,  and  from  the 
direct  allusion  to  the  subject  which  bad  just  been  made, 
he  felt  blmaeir  call<d  upon  to  say  one  word.  Cotisider- 
tng  the  ctrcumslancrs  under  which  that  act  pasted,  the 
manner  through  this  body,  the  acclamation  with  which 
it  ran  tbrough  the  House,  the  cordial  reception  with 
which  it  was  greeted  by  every  psil  and  every  interest  in 
the  country,  he  did  not  think  that  it  ought  to  be  ligh>ly 
touched.  In  faith  of  adherence  lo  the  provisions  of  that 
act,  large  investments  have  been  made,  and  under  ils 
beneficent  operation  every  interest  has  prospered,  the 
manufiicturing  not  leas  than  other  great  interests.  The 
whole  country  has  looked  to  the  invioUbility  of  the  act : 
the  measagea  of  thePreaident;  the  reports  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury!  the  declarations  of  mrmbers  of 
Congress,  upon  this  Boor  and  that  of  the  oilier  Hi^usr, 
all  heretofore  have  united  in  stamping  upon  it  thai  char- 
acter. Strictly  speaking,  he  was  aware  that  Congress 
possessed  the  power  to  rtpeal  or  modify  the  act;  but  in 
his  opinion  it  could  not  be  done,  without  something  like 
a  violation  of  the  public  faith.    He  had  foteseen,  at  the 

{leriod  of  the  passage  of  (he  act,  the  probabiliiy  of  a 
arge  surplus  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Govt-riimen>,  eco- 
nomically administt  red,  and  he  had  endeavoreil,  itimul- 


taneoosly  with  the  passage  "f  the  act,  to  provide  for  it 
by  the  introduction  of  the  land  bill.  'I  hat  bill  had  pass- 
ed Congress, but  unfortunately  had  encountered  the  veto 
of  the  President,  if  that  bill  had  received  bis  sanction, 
there  would  have  been  no  surplus  at  the  last  session, 
none  now,  probably  none  hereafter,  to  divide  and  dis- 
tract ui<i  for  it  was  from  the  prweeds  of  the  public 
lamia  that  the  lurplus  arose.  If  the  land  bill  which  pass- 
ed at  the  last  session  of  the  Senate  had  become  a  law,  it 
would  have  distributed  among  the  several  Stales  a  larger 
sum  than  will  be  deposited  in  their  treasuries  under  tl  c 
deposite  act. 

Mr.  C.  Exid  that  he  well  knew  that  the  preservation 
of  the  compromiae  act  did  not  depend  upon  him.  He 
well  knew  that  its  fate  was  in  the  hands  of  a  majority  of 
the  Senate,  as  now  constituted,  and  a  majority  of  the 
Housei  and  if  they  chose  to  repeal  it,  or  toinake  any 
escential  alteration  in  the  measure  of  protection  secured 
by  that  act,  he  could  only  deeply  regret  Ihe  reopening 
of  wounds  which  had  been  so  happily  healed.  He'could 
co-operate  in  no  such  object,  but  should,  for  himself, 
steadily  oppose  any  material  change  of  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  and  insist  upon  that  cfBcacious  and  complete 
remedy  for  a  surplus  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  land 
bill,  or  upon  some  other  competent  remedy,  which  would 
nut  hnseltle  all  the  great  buainess  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  that  Ihe  bill  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance)  and,  in  stippfi  ling  his  motion, 
observed  that  he  lisd  heen  one  of  those  «l)o  voted  against 
what  was  now  openly  avowed  to  be  a  distribution  bill- 
Since  the  money  had  been  distributed,  some  of  Ihe  lar- 
gest States  had  already  come  forward  and  applied  to 
Con^Bs  for  the  repeal  of  that  section  of  the  bill  which 
provided  for  the  refunding  of  the  money  by  the  Stales^ 
when  it  ahnuld  be  needed  by  (he  General  Government, 
He  would  remind  the  Senate  that  the  dislinguikhed  gen- 
tleman from  Hassachusttls  [Mr.  Wesbtex,]  who  had 
been  one  of  the  authors  and  adrocstes  of  this  measure, 
did  expressly  tell  the  Senate  that  it  «ouId  be  but  a  sin- 
gle operation;  and  when  the  Senate  weie  wsmed  that 
that  bill  aould  be  only  a  precedent  for  the  distrlbuticm 
policy  in  future,  the  distinguished  Senator  had  assured 
them  of  the  contrary,  and  had  insisted  that  it  was  a  single 
and  solitary  measure,  intended  only  to  mt-el  a  contingen- 
cy. Yet,  what  was  the  Senate  now  asktd  to  du?  To 
create  a  surplus  for  the  purpose  of  future  distribution. 
Mr.  W.  really  thought  that  such  a  proposition  demanded 
examination  by  some  committee,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
Senate  would  rot  consent  to  take  a  leap  in  the  di«rk. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  Itad  pre- 
sented, aa  one  giound  of  bia  oppositinn  (o  hltin^  the 
public  money  remain  in  the  depi-aite  bank!',  a  desire  lo 
prevent  the  public  land  fr»m  passing  into  the  hands  of 
sptculators.  But  the  gentleman's  remedy  had  nut  met 
the  evil.  The  distribution  bill  had  not  prevented  the 
monopoly  of  the  public  lands  by  speculators,  nor  wuuld 
it  ever  prevent  it.  If  llie  gentleman  did  really  desire  to 
obviate  that  evil,  let  him  join  in  recrmmending  that  part 
of  the  President'a  mcsaage  which  proposed  lo  limit  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  aetllers.  Should  this 
recommendation  be  adopted,  there  would  remain  no 
surplus  to  be  distributed.  Fur  hi'W  waa  the  surplus  cre- 
ated? By  reff  rrinir  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  uf  (he 
I'reasury,  it  would  be  found  that,  in  the  first  lhr<e 
quarters  of  the  last  year,  twenty  millions  of  dollars  had 
been  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  Ihe  public  lands,  »  hich 
was  at  the  rate  of  about  (wen(y-five  nullions  a  year.  Ytt, 
wliat  portion  of  ibis  amount  waa  needed  for  actual  atl- 
tlers^  Not  more  than  #5,000,000;  or,  according  to  an 
estimate  made  by  the  clia-rman  of  the  Cummittee  on 
Public  Lands,  not  over  $8,000,000.  Thus  there  would 
be  a  reduction  in  (he  receipt  of  $16,000,000,  being 
double  the  amount  of  the  surpluxDrcdicied  ,by  the  bon* 
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onble  fentleman  from  Sonth  Caraliiu.  Let  him.  then, 
tdapt  the  Prendenl*a  Kcomroenditk>o,  ind  the  evil  ap- 
prebendeil  could  not  lake  phce.  But  s'lould  the  Senxre 
pasf  the  bin  which  bad  naw  been  introduced,  ihey  would 
have  passed  the  Rubicon,  and  the  dittributim  policy 
would,  in  spite  of  all  oppoattioii,  become  the  settled  pol- 
icy of  (he  Government. 

Mr,  W.  called  upon  the  Senate  and  upon  the  country 
to  remark  tluit  tliey  were  now  invoked  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  to  create  a  eurplua  for  the  purpose 
of  distribution. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  in  reply,  complained  of  liavinff  been 
eniirely  misstated  by  the  Senator  from  Uissiasippt.  He 
bad  not  invoked  the  Senate  to  any  such  act,  nor  had  he 
said  any  thing  like  it.  But  he  had  said  (hat  no  adminis- 
(nlion  could  honesily  plead  any  necessity  for  demanding 
b^ck  the  deposiles  from  the  States,  unleds  in  the  contin- 
gencj  of  a  foreign  war.  So  far  from  having  expressed 
a  deaire  to  create  and  diitrtbute  a  mrplufj  he  had,  on  the 
contmiy,  expressly  declared  that  be  should  greatly  pre- 
fer a  reduction  of  the  revenue,  if  it  could  be  safely  ef- 
fected; and  be  had  expressed  his  willingness  to  send  (he 
bin  to  a  committee  opposed  to  his  own  views,  that,  if 
ptMitble,  this  might  be  effected.  Yet  the  gentleman 
accused  him  of  a  design  to  create  a  surplus. 

Ilie  gentleman  had  again  said  that  one  of  the  an;u- 
nenis  urged  by  him  in  favor  of  the  dislributmn  bill  had 
been,  that  the  depoaite  of  the  public  money  in  banks  was 
a  gfekt  instrument  of  fraud  and  speeubtion.  This  was  a 
great  mistake.  He  had  said  no  such  thing.  The  Presi- 
dent, however,  had  undertaken  to  legialate  on  (he  sub- 
ject, and  had  issued  an  order,  which  was  much  more  like 
an  act  of  Congress  than  an  executive  measure.  The 
Prewlent  deemed  the  evil  so  great,  and  the  remedy  so 
■peeific,  that  he  ittd  ventured  on  a  great  stretch  of  power 
to  remlixe  the  object.  Now,  after  what  the  l*resident 
had  said  on  this  subject,  any  man  who  should  Vote  (o 
leave  the  public  money  in  deposite  banks  stood  openly 
convicted  of  being  in  favor  of  speculators. 

Mr.  C.  hoped  the  Senator  would  not  persist  in  his  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  bill  to  a  committee  which  he  knew  to 
be  itllerly  opposed  to  it.  Nothing  could  be  more  unpar- 
liamentary. He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  at  least 
indulge  him  with  a  apeeial  eommiuee. 

Ur.  BUCHANAN,  without  expressing  any  opinion  on 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  was  in  favor  of  its  commitment. 
The  aubject  extended  itself  into  so  many  ramilicaUons, 
was  so  complex  and  so  extensive,  (hat  no  leading  meas- 
ure ought  to  be  adopted  in  relation  to  it  without  its 
previot»ly  undergoing  the  careful  investigation  of  a 
committee.  There  were  two  counter  projects  now  be- 
fore the  Senate,  which  were  essentially  incompatible 
With  each  other.  One  had  been  reported  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  tUr.  Clat,]  which  proposed  to  dis- 
tribute the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
States  on  certain  conditions-,  the  other  to  deposite  the  lur- 
pliii  that  mi^hi  accrue,  under  the  pruvisions  of  the  bill  of 
the  last  Rfssion.  Both  these  planit,  it  was  obvious,  oiuld 
not  prevail;  while  the  President  had  recommended  the 
sale  of  the  public  domain  to  actual  settlers  only.  On 
llus  matter  Mr.  B.  expressed  no  opinion,  but  should  be 
guiiled  in  a  great  measure  by  the  wishes  and  opinions  of 
gentleme'n  coming  from  the  new  States. 

Should  (he  President's  recommendation  be  adopted, 
Ih.re  woul  I  probably  be  no  surplus.  He  should  like  to 
see  a  responsible  report  from  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
On  the  question  whether  there  would  or  would  nut  be  a 
surplus  on  the  lat  of  January  next  he  expressed  no 
opinion. 

While  up,  be  would  add  one  word  on  the  subject  of 
what  was  commonly  called  the  compromise  act.  Never 
■hoitll  lie  forget  the  impression  made  upon  his  own 
■ind  when  the  news  of  the  pan^  of  that  act  'first 


reached  him.  He  had  then  been  in  a  foreign  coimtry. 
The  enemies  of  liberty  throughout  the  world  were  all 
looking  to  this  country  with  anxious  eyes,  and  with  hopes 
liii^hly  raised,  that  this  last  experiment  in  favor  of  human 
freedom  would  prove  (o  be  a  fiiilure.  I1te  most  exag- 
gerated accounts  of  the  division  of  opinion  in  (bis  coun- 
try, on  the  subject  of  the  tarif}',  were  spread  throughout 
Europe,  ami  the  expectation  appeared  to  be  general 
that  our  Union  would  be  dissolved,  and  (he  republic  ex- 
pire. In  such  eircumstanecfl,  when  he  heard  that  a  com- 
promise had  been  eflfeeted,  his  bosom  had  been  pervaded 
by  a  feeling  such  as  he  hi^  never  known  before.  With- 
out being  acquainted  with  the  particulurs  of  the  bill,  he 
was  prepared  to  approve  of  it  in  advance.  On  further 
examination,  liowever,  he  could  not  say  whether  he 
should  have  supported  the  bill  or  not,  but  the  country 
had  received  it;  the  great  manufacturing  and  agricul- 
tural interests  had  welcomed  i(,  and  to  this  moment  re* 
lied  upon  it  as,  in  some  sense,  the  charter  of  their  hopes. 
Other  prevailing  interests  of  the  country  shared  in  the 
feeling,  und  never  woidd  Mr.  B.  give  his  vote  in  bvor 
of  touching  one  of  its  provisions.  That  could  not  be 
done  without  extensively  and  injuriously  afTecting,  not 
only  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing,  but  another 
great  interest  of  his  own  State.  He  referred  to  the 
mining  interest.  On  the  whole,  be  hoped  that  they 
should  have  a  report  from  a  cofflmittee;  and  ahould  it 
even  be  adverse  to  the  bill,  yet,  such  were  (be  welU 
known  seat,  perseverance,  antf  talents,  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  he  would  still  find 
ways  and  means  to  bring  the  merits  of  his  project  fully 
befnre  the  minds  of  the  Senate. 

Hr.  WALKKR  said  that  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina had  appealed  to  him  to  indulge  him  with  a  special 
committee.  But  that  gentleman  would  do  well  to  re- 
member that,  when  on  a  former  occanon  he  (Hr.  W.) 
bad  introduced  a  hill  of  great  importance  to  Mississippi, 
'and  aakrd  its  reference  to  a  select  committee,  that  gen- 
tleman had  opposed  the  mutton,  and  had  sent  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Land*,  which  he  well  knew  to 
be  opposed  to  every  one  of  its  provia'ons.  In  insisting, 
therefore,  on  his  original  motion  to  refer  this  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance^  he  had  onl^  followed  an  ex- 
ample which  the  gentleman  had  set  him. 

Mr.  \V.  then  went  infb  some  explanaliom  to  ^ow 
that  he  had  not  misunderstood  or  misrepresented  the  ob* 
jects  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  If  that  gen- 
tleman should  nppose  the  I'res-dent'*  recommendation 
in  regard  to  selling  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers 
only,  it  would,  in  enect,  be  rqtiivaleni  to  voting  to  create 
a  surplus.  Ur.  W.  said  he  had  no  wiidi  to  alarm  the 
manufacturing  interest,  toward  which  he  entertained  no 
hostility;  hut  he  would  now  tell  that  interest  throughout 
this  country,  that  if  they  wished  to  preserve  the  com- 
prom'se  bill,  the  mode  was  to  prevent  nn  exorbitant 
sale  of  the  public  lands.  If  this  were  permitted  to  con- 
tinue, a  surplus  revenue  could  not  be  pre  vented  with- 
out touching  the  compromise  bill.  Mr.  \V.  had,  on  the 
last  session,  ofl'ered  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  tlte  Treasury  to  ascertain  and  report  to  Congress 
what  reduction  in  the  tariff  and  in  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  would  be  neceswry  to  bring  down  the  revenue 
to  the  WHnts  of  the  Government,  but  in  stich  a  manner 
as  not  to  infringe  on  the  compromise.  The  Senator 
from  Maisachusetls  [Mr.  WaasTKaJJiail  moved  (o  lay 
that  resolution  on  the  tahlei  not  because  be  was  partic- 
ularly hostile  to  it,  but  because  he  wished  to  press  same 
oilier  subject  wl.ich  was  before  the  S'-natej  and  after- 
ward there  had  been  no  opportunity  to  call  it  up.  Mr. 
W.  should  not  now  depart  from  the  spirit  of  that  reso- 
lution. He  had  no  wish  to  violate  the  compromise,  but 
■lesireil  that  the  reduction  ahouUl  be  in  confwrmily  with 
the  Gih  lecUon  of  that  bill,  (which  bc^d.) 
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The  Senile  had  bcrn  tokl  by  the  genilenwa  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Clay]  that  the  f4itb  of  the  nation  stood 
pledged  to  preserve  that  bill  inviolate.  But  thai  bill  de- 
clared, in  tlie  most  expreu  termt,  Hint  the  redticlion  of 
the  revenue  wms  not  to  be  made  by  depoiiling  it  with 
the  Stalei — that  was  no  feature  of  the  compromise — but 
by  a  reduction  of  duties.  He  had  ascertained  that  the 
reduction  which  his  plan  would  efi*ect  would  amount  to 
three  millions  of  dollars.  Deduct  (his  from  the  eight 
millions  derived  from  the  s.te  of  public  bndatoactuat 
selllrn,  and  U  would  leave  five  millionaof  dollars,  be* 
tng  just  the  amouni  which  the  Senator  fi  om  South  Caro- 
Una  had  thought  it  was  proper  to  retain  as  an  unexpend- 
ed balance  in  the  Treasury.  Mr.  W.  insisted  on  bis 
motion  for  referring  the  bill  to  the  Comroiltce  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rejoined  and  explained,  with  a  view 
to  show  that  the  case  uF  which  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi complained  was  not  parallel  to  the  present,  and 
atill  insisted  on  the  propriety  of  allowing  him  a  special 
committee.  If,  however,  the  Senate  should  reiolve  to 
send  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Finsnce,  he  should 
not  be  at  a  loss  lo  undtrrstand  the  movement.  He  hsd 
read  the  President's  message  attentively.  II  was  sn  ex- 
traordinary document.  He  bad  read  with  no  teas  care 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  thai,  too, 
was  an  ezirsordinary  document.  The  perusal  bad  sug- 
gested tome  suspicions  to  his  mind;  and  should  the  pres- 
ent bill  be  sent  to  the  Finance  Committee,  those  mi* 
ptcioni  would  be  fully  confirmed.  Such  a  measure 
would  go  far  to  convince  him  that  the  policy  of  the  ad- 
ministration WM  agreed  upon,  and  (hat  it  would  be  to 
make  a  demonstration  on  a  rcdtiction  of  (he  revenue, 
bnl,  in  fact,  to  leave  that  revenue  in  the  depoiite  banks. 
The  end  of  Ibii  session  wo  not  far  off,  and  that  would 
tell  whether  he  were  not  correct  in  his  opinion.  He 
would  now,  in  his  turo,  venture  to  become  a  prophet, 
and  he  would  predict  that,  if  the  present  motion  suc- 
ceeded, that  very  thing  which  the  President  in  hia  mes- 
sage had  most  decidedly  condemned  would  be  the  thing 
actually  realised.  Notwithstanding  the  President's  op< 
poiidon  to  the  collecting  of  the  surplus  revenue,  and  all 
be  had  said  on  Its  tendency  to  promote  speculation  and 
corrupt  the  public  morals,  that  was  the  thing  which 
would  be  dune.  He  was  sorry  be  did  not  see  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  York  [Mr.  Wriobt]  in  his  place.  On 
that  gentleman,  -peculiarly,  lits  the  obligation  to  pro- 
vide  for  the  reduction  or  the  revenue.  Mr.  C.  well 
knew  the  diHieuliy  of  touching  this  subject.  He  had 
himself  had  a  full  and  sound  trial  of  that  operation.  He 
knew  the  efforts  by  which  the  existing  reduction  had 
been  effected,  and  he  felt  very  sure  that  the  Senator 
from  New  York  could  not  be  sanguine  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  effecting  a  reduction  to  any  great  amount.  He 
Itad  besrd  much  said  in  private  on  that  subject,  and  he 
could  not  but  regret  that  the  President,  when  alluding 
to  it  in  his  message,  hsd  not  rrferred  to  the  difiiculties 
attending  it.  Mr.  C.  thought  he  saw  how  things  were 
to  go,  and  he  thus  openly  announced  Khalhisconvtction 
wii.  He  believed  nothing  would  be  done  to  reduce  (he 
rerenuei  tliat  the  money  would  still  be  collected,  and 
would  be  left,  not  where  it  ought  to  be  fnund,  in  the 
treasuries  of  the  States  but  in  the  depostie  banks. 

If  the  Finance  Committee  would  report  an  adequate 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  Hr.  C.  would  consent  to  with- 
draw his  bill.  He  sliould  infinitely  prefer  a  reduction 
to  a  distribution,  provided  the  thing  could  be  done.  In 
the  meanwhile  the  South  claimed  the  execution  of  the 
compromise  billi  it  had  not  only  closed  a  long  and  pain- 
ful controversy,  but  had  enabkd  them  lo  make  some 
feeble  stand  against  the  progress  of  executive  influence. 
He  concluded  i^y  moving  fur  a  special  committee. 

Mr,  RIVES  waa  in  favor  of  referring  the  bill  to  the 


Committee  on  Finance,  but  as  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  considered  Ibe  denial  of  a  special  committee  as 
involving  some  want  of  courtesy,  he  would  state  the  con- 
siderations which  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  that 
would  be  the  proper  committee.  The  Senator  himself 
had  said,  but  yesterdsy,  that  the  Commiltee  on  Finance 
was  the  committee  to  whom  (he  entire  subject  of  the  re- 
duction of  the  revenue  specially  belonged.  The  Sena- 
tor had  entered  into  a  calculation  to  show  that  (here 
would  be  a  surplus  in  (he  Treasury  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year,  and  on  this  he  grounded  his  bit).  The 
question,  therefore,  at  (he  root  of  the  whole  matter  wa*, 
whether  there  would  be  such  a  surplus.  This  was  a 
question  which  obviously  pertsined  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. Tlie  gentleman,  relieving  himself  from  every 
thing  like  a  pledge  to  abide  by  the  provisons  of  (he  com- 
promise act,  expressed  hia  strong  preference  of  a  redue* 
tion  of  the  revi-nue  to  its  distribulioni  but  the  question 
whelber  i:  could  safely  be  reduced  certainly  waa  a  ques- 
tion coming  within  the  range  of  the  appropriate  duties 
ofthat  committf  e.  Mr.  K.  reverted  to  the  history  of  the 
deposite  bill,  and  expressed  hia  satisfaction  at  the  reflec- 
tion that  he  had  rendered  it  hia  hearty  support.  He 
did  not  now  recede,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the 
grouiid  he  had  then  occupied.  But  the  Senate  wu  now 
in  a  different  positioni  Ibey  were  attheopeningofa  new 
session  of  Congress,  and  were  enabled,  from  all  (he  lights 
of  past  experience,  to  look  ahead  with  something  like 
eertatnty.  If  they  foresaw  the  probability  of  «  sui-plut 
of  revenue,  they  were  bound  to  guard  against  it  by  at- 
tempting a  reduction.  That,  beyond,  question,  was  the 
true  policy.  Mr.  R.  adverted  to  the  prophecy  by  Hr. 
C.  that  the  policy  of  the  administration  waa  to  be  a  false 
and  deceitful  demonstration  on  reduction,  while  none  was 
to  be  made,  and  the  money  was  to  remain  in  the  depos- 
ite banks.  [Mr.  Caiaoun  shook  his  head  at  the  words 
*•  false  snd  deceitful."]  Well,  a  demonstration,  at  all 
eventf,  was  to  be  made,  and  all  that  had  been  said  by 
the  President  in  his  message  against  surplus  revenue 
would  turn  out  a  ddunon.    [Mr.  C.  assented.     Yet  the 

Sintleman  bad.  no  longer  sgo  than  yesterday,  expressed 
e  highest  saflaftction  with  the  Finance  Committee,  and 
been  bvish  of  his  complimenta  on  the  gentlemen  com- 
posing it,  when  the  object  waa  to  refer  this  very  nieas- 
ure  of  reduction  to  thai  committee.  Did  the  gentleman 
mean  nothing  more  than  a  demonstration?  Had  he  not 
been  in  earnest?  He  hoped  the  gentleman  bad  no  such 
policy,  Bor  could  he  suppose  him  to  have. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  repelled  the  charge  of  inconsistency. 
He  had  been  in  favor  of  sending  tlie  subject  of  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  revenue  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  be* 
cau«e  he  considered  the  subject  as  sppropriate  to  their 
specific  dutiesj  but  he  was  opposed  to  sending  this  bill 
to  that  committee,  because  they  were  known  to  be  ad* 
verse  to  its  object.  In  one  case,  he  had  gone  on  the 
great  parliamentary  principle  that  propositions  were  to 
be  referred  to  committees  favorsble  to  ihe  object  pro- 
posedt  and  in  the  other  case,  he  still  had  sent  it  lo  a  com- 
mi(tee  at  least  not  unfavorable  to  the  measure.  He  was 
rejoiced  to  hear  the  honorable  Senator  Horn  Virginia  de- 
clare ao  explictdy  that  he  did  not  repent  (he  eoune  he 
had  taken  in  reference  to  the  compromise  bill|  he  was 
confident  the  gentleman  never  would  have  reason  to  re- 
pent the  able  and  honorable  course  he  had  pursued  on 
that  memorable  occasiont  and  he  trusted  the  gentleman 
would  Bgree  in  sentiment  with  those  who  were  opposed 
to  leaving  the  public  money  in  the  deposite  banks.  Mr. 
C.  had  given  many  evidences  of  his  desire  tliat  a  reduc- 
tion should  be  made  in  the  revenue)  and  had,  on  s  for- 
mer occaMon,  sent  a  bill  (o  Ihe  Committee  on  Manufiic- 
tures  for  thst  objt-ct,  which  aflerwBTds  had  passed  the  Sen- 
ale  almnat  unanimously,  ami  had  been  sent  to  (he  other 
Huu»e,  after  wbicli  it  wss  neveugsin  heard  of.  He 
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WM  not  the  roan,  however,  tn  d'nturb  the  Icmii  of  the 
comproniaf,  which  hiil  so  hftppily  been  effected,  unlen 
it  should  be  done  by  common  content.  Tile  South  were 
prepared  to  issent  to  such  a  ittep,  ind  if  the  North 
would  ftlao  *grce  to  it,  there  need  be  no  difficulty  in  the 
case.  The  ^entlemsn  from  Vir^nia  seemed  to  suppose 
that,  becaote  it  was  the  duly  of  the  Finance  Committee 
to  consider  the  question  whe^hrr  there  was  likely  to  be 
a  Hirplus  rerenue  or  not,  therefore  this  bill  ou§;ht  to  be 
sent  to  them.  The  arpiment  wae  too  wide:  on  the  tame 
principle,  every  proposition  which  related  to  the  appli* 
cation  of  any  portion  of  the  piibtie  rMourees  must  be 
sent  to  that  committee.  It  would  swsllow  up  almost  all 
the  baainess  of  the  Senate.  He  concluded  by  demaiiding^ 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  qiieition  of  commitment. 

Mr.  RIVES  briefly  rejoined.  As  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  was  only  conditionally  in  favor  of  the 
propoaition  in  the  bill,  in  the  event  that  there  would  be 
a  surplus  and  that  the  revenue  could  not  be  reduced;  ^ 
and  as  the  question  whether  it  could  be  reduced  belonf^d  ] 
confemdiy  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  it  involved  no 
violation  of  the  parliamen'ary  principle  to  wliich  the 
Senator  had  alluded,  to  send  this  bill  to  that  committee. 
Hr.  R.  hoped  he  sliould  not  be  understood  as  wishing 
wantonly  to  interfere  with  the  provisions  of  the  com* 
prondBebillibewaafarfromdesTinf  anynich  thin{r.  He 
held  (he  eompromise  in  great  respect,  as  having  effect- 
ed a  great  national  good  in  the  settlement  of  an 
agitating  and  alarming  qaestion.  But  he  was  free  to 
say  that,  if  any  motle  could  be  devised  of  bringing 
down  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  with- 
out interfering  with  -  the  ensctments  of  that  bill,  he 
should  be  opposed  to  disturbing  them  in  any  way.  But 
it  was  a  fundamental  duty  of  leglsUlion  to  dispense  with 
all  unneceasary  taxes,  and  reduce  the  burdens  of  the 
people  as  far  as  the  necetiitiet  of  Government  would 
permit.  If  this  could  not  be  done  without  touching 
some  partfof  the  compromise  bill,  it  must  be  touched) 
but  if  it  could,  then  that  bill,  in  all  its  provisions,  ought 
to  t»e  sacredly  maintained. 

The  queation  of  referring  the  bill  t^  the  Committee 
on  l^nance  wat  taken  by  yeai  and  nays,  and  resulted  u 
ft^lowa: 

TaAt— Mesara.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Ewlngof  Illinois, 
Ftitlon,  Grundy,  Hendrtcks,  Hubbard,  King  nf  Ala* 
bama.  King  of  Gentgia,  Linn,  McKean,  Niles,  Pajp, 
Parker,  Rives,  Rtibinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall-32. 

Nat* — Messrs.  Baysrf),  Renton,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Knpght, 
Moore,  Morris,  Nichols%  Prentiss,  R<^bin^  Southard^ 
Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Waaler,  White,  Wright— 33. 

The  yea*  and  nays  being  equal,  the  Chair  voted  in  the 
aRrmaHve. 

So  the  bin  wai  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

TREASURY  CIRCDLAR. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  considt-ration  of 
Mr.  Ewi!T»'a  joint  resolution,  rescinillng  the  Treasury 
order  of  July  11th,  1836,  and  prohibiting  the  Secre- 
tary of  tlie  Treasury  to  delegate  the  power  to  specify  the 
k'liM  offtindato  be  received  in  poymeni  for  the  public 
lands.  The  qnestion  being  on  ordering  the  resolution 
to  a  second  reading, 

Hr.  WEBSTER  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as  ful- 
kwa: 

Hr.Prendent:  the  power  of  diRpos'ngof  this  impor- 
tant subject  is  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen,  both  here  and 
elsewhere,  who  are  not  likely  to  be  influenoed  by  any 
opinions  of  mine.  I  have  no  motive,  therefore,  for  ad* 
dressing  the  Senate,  but  to  discharge  a  public  duty,  and 
to  fulfil  the  expectstioni  of  those  who  look  to  me  for  op 
posiUoR,  whe^r  availii^  or  unavailing,  to  wheteycr  I 


believe  to  be  illegoi  or  injurious  to  the  public  Interests. 
In  both  these  respects,  the  Treasury  order  of  the  11th 
of  Julyappearsto  me  objectionable.  I  think  it  not  war- 
ranted by  law,  and  I  think  it  also  practically  prejudicial. 
1  think  it  has  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  pecuniary 
difficulties  under  which  the  whole  country  has  been, 
and  still  is,  laboring)  and  that  its  direct  effect  on  one 
particular  part  of  the  country  is  still  more  decidedly  and 
severely  unfavorable. 

The  Treasury  order,  or  Treasury  circular,  of  the  11th 
of  July  last,  is  addressed  by  the  Secretary  to  the  re- 
ceivers of  public  money,  and  to  the  deposite  banks.  It 
instructs  these  receivers  and  these  banks,  after  the  15th 
day  of  Auguat  then  next,  to  receive  in  payment  of  the 
public  lands  nothing  except  what  is  directed  by  existing 
laws,  viz!  gold  and  silver,  and,  in  the  proper  case>,  Vir- 
ginia land  ncrip)  provided  that  till  the  I5lh  of  Decem- 
ber then  next,  the  same  indulgence  heretofore  extended,  x 
as  to  the  kind  of  money  received,  may  be  continued,  for 
any  qusntify  of  land  not  exceeding  320  acres,  to  each 
purchsaer  who  is  an  actual  settler  or  bona/lde  resident 
in  the  State  where  the  sales  are  made. 

The  exception  in  favor  of  Virginia  acrip  ia  founded 
on  a  particular  act  of  Congress,  and  makes  no  part  of 
the  general  question.  It  is  not  necessary,  therefore,  to 
refer  farther  to  that  exception.  The  aubstance  of  the 
general  instructions  is,  that  nothing  but  gold  and  nlver 
shall  be  received  in  payment  for  public  landsj  provided, 
however,  that  actual  settlers  and  bov*  fi^  residents  in 
the  Slates  where  the  sales  are  made,  may  purchase  in 
quantities  not  exceeding  330  acres  each,  and  be  allowed 
to  pay  as  heretofore.  But  this  provision  was  limited  to 
the  15th  day  of  December,  which  has  now  passed)  co 
that,  by  virtue  of  this  order,  gold  and  silver  are  now  re- 
quired of  all  purchasers  and  for  all  quantities. 

I  an  very  glad  that  a  resolution  to  rescind  this  order 
has  been  thus  early  introduced)  and  I  am  glad,  too,  since 
the  resolution  is  to  be  opposed,  that  opposition  comes 
early,  in  a  bold,  unequivocal,  and  decided  form.  The 
order,  it  seems,  is  to  be  defended  as  being  both  legal 
and  useful.    Let  its  defence,  then,  be  made. 

The  honorable  member  from  Missouri  [Mr.  BisToa] 
objects  even  to  giving  the  resolution  to  rescind  a  aecond 
reading.  He  avails  himself  of  his  right,  though  it  be  not 
aceortfing  to  general  practice,  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
the  measure  at  its  first  stage.  This,  at  leasr,  is  open, 
bold,  and  manly  warfare. 

The  honorable  member,  in  his  elaborate  speech, 
founds  his  opposition  to  this  resolution,  and  his  support 
of  the  Treasury  order,  on  (hose  general  principles  re- 
specting currency  which  he  is  known  to  entertain,  and 
which  he  has  mainlained  for  many  years.  His  opinions 
some  of  us  regard  as  altogether  ultra  and  impracticable i 
looking  to  A  Btale  of  tilings  not  desirable  in  itself,  even 
if  it  were  practicable)  and,  if  it  were  desirable,  as  being 
far  beyond  the  power  of  this  Government  to  bring  sbotit. 

The  honorable  member  has  manifested  much  perse- 
verance and  abundant  labor,  most  undoubtedly,  in  iup> 
port  of  his  opinion*)  he  is  understood,  also  to  have  had 
countenance  from  high  places)  and  what  new  hopes  of 
succehs  the  present  moment  holds  but  to  him,  1  am  not 
able  to  judge,  but  we  shall  probably  soon  see.  It  is 
precisely  on  these  general  and  long-knnwn  opinions  that 
he  rests  his  support  of  the  Treasury  order.  A  question, 
therefore,  is  at  once  raised  between  the  j^entlemaii's 
principlea  and  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  currency, 
and  the  principles  and  opinions  which  have  generally 
prevailed  in  the  country,  and  which  are,  and  liave  been, 
entirely  opporite  to  his.  That  question  is  now  about  to 
be  put  to  the  vote  of  the  Senate.  In  the  progress  and 
by  the  termination  of  tliia  discussion,  we  khall  learn 
whether  the  gentleman's  sentiments  are  or  are  not  to 
prevail,  so  far,  at  least,  as  the  Seiwt«.is  coneemed.  The 
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country  will  rejoicci  1  am  sure,  to  lee  tome  decUration 
or  the  opinioni  of  Congr«n  on  %  nibjrct  iboiit  »liich  lo 
much  tiH  becD  s»td,  UM  which  is  so  well  nlcubited,  by 
its  perpetutl  agitation,  to  diiquiet  and  disturb  the  confi- 
dence of  loeiely. 

We  are  now  fast  approacliinf^  t!te  day  when  one  ad- 
ininittration  goes  out  of  office,  and  another  is  lo  come 
in.  Tlie  oountry  lias  an  interest  in  learning,  as  soon  as 
possible,  whether  the  new  administration,  while  it  re- 
ceives the  power  arrfl  patrons^,  is  to  inherit,  also,  the 
topics  and  the  projects  of  the  past]  whether  it  is  to  keep 
up  the  avowal  of  the  same  objects  and  the  same  schemes, 
enpeciaHy  in  re^rd  to  the  currency.  The  order  of  the 
Secretaiy  is  prospectlre,  and,  on  the  face  of  it,  perpet- 
(la).  Nothing  in  or  about  it  gireait  the  least  appenrance 
of  a  temporary  meaaure.  On  the  contrary,  its  terms 
imply  no  limitation  in  point  of  duration,  and  the  Kradiial 
manner  in  which  it  is  lo  come  into  operation  shows  plain- 
ly an  intention  of  makinff  it  the  setiled  and  permanent 
policy  of  Gorernment.  Indeed,  il  is  but  now  beginning 
its  complete  exiatencr.  It  is  only  five  or  six  days  since 
its  rull  operation  bas  comtrenced.  Is  it  to  stand  as  the 
law  of  the  land  and  the  rule  of  the  Treawry,  under  tlie 
administration  which  is  (o  ensue?  And  are  ihose  notions 
of  an  exclusive  specie  currency,  and  opposition  to  all 
banks,  on  which  it  is  defended,  to  be  espoused  and  main- 
tained by  the  new  administration,  as  they  have  been  by 
ita  predeceasorf  These  are  questions,  not  of  mere  curi- 
only,  but  of  the  highest  interest  to  the  whole  country. 

In  considering  this  order,  the  firnt  thing  naturally  ts, 
\n  l.iok  fur  the  causes  which  led  to  it,  or  are  asiigned  f  .r 
its  promulgation.  And  these,  on  the  face  of  the  order 
itself,  are  declared  to  be  "  complaints  which  have  been 
msde  of  frauds,  speculation^  and  monnpolies,  in  the 
purchase  of  the  public  bnd%  sikI  the  aid  which  'u  said  to 
be  given  to  effect  these  objects  by  excessive  bank  cred- 
its, and  dangerous  if  not  partial  faciliiies  through  bitnk 
drafts  and  bank  depositee,  and  the  general  evil  influence 
likely  to  result  to  Ihe  public  interest,  and  especially  the 
safety  of  the  great  amount  of  money  in  tlie  Trraiury, 
and  the  sound  condition  of  the  currency  of  tlie  cniintry, 
from  tlie  farther  exchange  uflhe  national  domain  in  this 
manner,  and  chiefly  Tor  bank  credits  and  paper  monf  y." 

This  is  tlie  catalogne  of  evils  to  be  cured  by  this  or- 
der. In  what  these  frauds  coniitf,  what  are  the  monop- 
olies complained'  of,  or  what  is  precisely  intended  by 
tliese  injurious  speculations,  we  are  n'>t  informed.  All 
is  left  on  the  general  surmise  of  fraud,  spcculsttion,  ahd 
monopoly.  It  is  not  avowed  or  intimated  that  the  Gov- 
ernment haa  sustained  any  l<ta<,  either  by  the  receipt  of 
bank  notes  which  proved  not  to  be  equivalent  to  specie, 
or  in  any  other  way.  And  it  is  not  a  lilile  remarkable 
Ibat  these  evils,  of  fraud,  speculation,  and  monnpnl}', 
^ould  have  become  so  enormous  and  ao  notorious,  on 
theltthof  July,  as  to  require  this  executive  interfe- 
rence for  their  Kuppresninn,  and  yet  that  they  should  not 
have  readied  such  a  height  as  to  make  it  proper  to  lay 
the  suhpect  before  Congress,  although  Congress  re- 
mained m  session  until  within  seven  tbysof  the  (late  of  the 
order.  And  what  makes  this  circumstance  still  more  re- 
markable, is  Ihe  fact  that,  in  his  annual  metsa^at  ihecom- 
niencf  ment  of  the  snme  stssion,  the  President  hsdspoken 
of  the  rapid  sales  nf  ilie  public  lands  as  one  of  the  most 
gratifying  pruob  of  the  general  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, without  suggeiling  that  any  danger  whatever  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  fraud,  speculation,  or  monopo- 
ly. His  words  were:  "  Among  ilie  evidences  of  the  in- 
creasing prosperity  of  the  country,  not  the  least  gratify- 
ing is  that  affunled  by  the  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  which  amount,  in  tlie  present  year,  to  the 
unexpected  sum  of  eleven  millions."  From  the  time  of 
the  delivery  ol  thai  message  down  to  the  date  of  the 
Treasury  ofder,  there  bad  not  been  rtie  least  change,  so 


far  as  1  know,  or  so  far  a«  we  are  informed,  in  the  man- 
ner of  receiving  payment  for  the  pnblie  lands.  Every 
thing  stood  on  the  1 1th  of  July,  1836,  as  it  had  stood  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  in  December,  1835.  How 
so  different  s  view  of  things  happened  to  be  taken  at 
the  two  periods,  we  may  be  able  to  learn,  perliaps,  in 
the  further  progress  of  this  debate. 

The  order  speaks  of  Ihe  <*evll  infiuence  "  likely  to 
result  from  the  further  exchange  of  the  public  lands  into 
"paper  money."  Now,  this  is  the  very  language  of 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri.  He  habitually  speaka  of 
the  notes  of  all  banks,  however  solvent,  and  however 
promptly  their  notes  may  be  redeemed  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver, as  "paper  money."  The  Secretary  has  adopted 
tlie  honorable  member's  phraies,  and  be  speaks,  too,  of 
all  the  bank  notes  received  at  the  land  offices,  although 
every  one  of  them  is  redeemable  in  specie,  on  demand, 
but  as  ao  much  **  paper  money." 

In  this  respect,  also,  sir,  I  hope  we  miyknow  more  as 
we  grow  older,  and  be  able  lo  learn  whether,  in  times 
to  come,  as  in  times  recently  passed,  the  justly  obnox- 
ious and  odious  character  of  "paper  money"  is  to  be 
applied  to  the  issues  of  all  the  banks  in  all  the  States, 
with  whatever  punctuality  they  re<1eem  their  bills.  This 
is  quite  new,  as  financtal  language.  By  paper  money, 
in  its  obnoxious  sense,  1  underslsnd  paper  issued  on 
credit  alone,  without  ^pital,  without  Ainds  assigned  for 
its  payment,  resting  only  on  the  good  faith  and  the  fu- 
ture ability  of  those  who  issue  il.  Such  was  Ihe  paper 
money  of  our  revolutionary  limes;  and  such,  perhaps, 
may  have  been  the  tnie  ciiarscter  of  the  paper  of  partic- 
ular ir.siimtions  since.  But  the  notes  of  banks  of 
competent  capitals,  limited  in  amount  to  a  due  propor- 
tion lo  such  capitals,  made  payable  on  demand  in  gold 
and  Klver,  ami  always  so  paid  on  demand,  are  paper 
money  tn  no  sense  but  one;  that  is  to  say,  they  are  made 
of  paper,  and  they  circulate  ss  money.  And  it  m.iy  be 
proper  enough  for  (hose  who  maintain  that  nothing 
should  so  circulate  but  gold  and  silver,  to  denominate 
such  bank  notes  "paper  money,"  since  they  regard 
them  but  as  paper  intruders  into  channels  which  sliould 
flow  only  with  gold  and  silver,  if  this  language  of  the 
order  is  aulheittic,  and  is  to  be  so  hereafter,  and  all  bMtk 
notes  are  to  be  regarded  and  stigmatized  aa  nu-re  **  pa- 
ptr  money,"  Ihe  sooner  the  country  knows  it  the  better. 

The  member  from  Missouri  chaiges  those  who  wish  to 
rescind  the  Treasury  order  with  two  objects:  first,  lo 
degrade  and  disgrace  Ihe  President,  and,  next,  lo  over- 
throw the  C'^nstitutionul  currency  of  the  country. 

For  my  own  part,  sir,  1  denounce  nobody;  1  seek  to 
•degrade  or  disgrace  nobody.  Holding  the  order  illegal 
and  unwise,  1  shall  certainly  vole  to  rescind  it;  and,  in 
tlie  discharge  of  this  duty,  I  hope  I  an  not  expected  to 
shrink  back,  lest  I  should  dosomelhing  which  might  call 
in  question  the  wisdom  of  the  Secretary,  or  even  of  the 
President.  And  I  hope  that  so  much  of  independence 
as  may  be  manife8le<l  by  free  discussion  and  an  honest 
vote  is  not  lo  cause  denunciation  from  any  quarter.  If 
it  should,  let  it  come. 

As  to  an  attempt  to  overthrow  tlie  constitutional  cur- 
rency of  the  countrj',  if  I  were  now  to  enter  into  such  a 
design,  I  ah<H]ld  be  beginning,  at  rather  a  Ime  day,  to 
wage  war  against  the  efl'urti  of  my  whole  political  lile. 
From  my  very  first  concern  with  public  affairs,  I  liave 
looked  Bl  the  public  currenry  as  a  malter  of  the  high- 
est  interest,  and  hope  I  have  given  suRicienI  proofs  of  a 
disposition  at  all  times  to  maintain  it  sound  and  secure, 
against  ull  attacks  and  all  danger?.  When  I  first  enlered 
the  other  House  of  Congress^  the  currency  was  exceed- 
ingly deranged.  Moat  of  the  banks  had  stopped  pay- 
ment, and  the  circulating  medium  had  then  become,  in- 
deed, psper  money.  ,  So  soon  as  a  state  of  peace  ena- 
bled us,  I  took  some  part  in  an  eflurt,  with  oilier^  to 
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idtwe  the  curreoey  to  ■  better  state;  and  luccen  fol- 
lowed itiat  effort. 

But  whal  ii  meant  by  the  "  cnnstltuliontl  currency," 
about  which  to  much  ta  aaid  t  What  aprcies,  or  Turms  of 
curreney,  doei  the  conititulion  allow,  and  what  doea  it 
forbid?  It  ia  plain  enouxh  that  this  depends  on  what 
we  underatand  by  currency.  Currency,  in  a  large,  and 
perhap*,  in  a  just  sense,  includes  not  nnly  gold  and  sil- 
ver and  bank  notes,  but  bills  of  exchange  also.  It  may 
include  all  that  idjuata  escbanra,  and  settlea  balineei, 
in  the  operations  of  trade  and  business.  But  if  we  un- 
derstand by  currency  the  legal  money  of  the  country, 
Ibst  which  cooatitutee  a  lawful  tender  for  debts,  and  is 
the  statute  measure  of  value,  then,  undoubtedly,  nothing 
is  included  but  gold  and  silver.  Host  unquestionably 
there  is  no  legal  tender,  and  there  can  be  no  legal  len- 
der, in  this  country,  under  (he  authority  of  this  Govern- 
ment or  any  otlier*  but  gold  and  silver,  either  the  cmn- 
sge  of  our  own  mints,  or  foreign  coins,  at  rates  regulated 
byCon|rren.  This  is  a  constitutional  principle,  perfectly 
plain,  and  of  the  verjr  highest  importance.  The  States 
are  expressly  prohibited  from  nutking  any  thing  but  gold 
and  silver  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts;  and,  although 
no  such  express  prohibition  is  applied  to  Congress,  yet, 
as  Congress  baa  no  power  granted  to  it,  in  this  respect, 
but  to  cnn  money,  and  to  regulate  the  value  of  foreign 
coina,  it  clearly  has  no  power  to  Buhattlule  paper,  or 
aay  thing  elae,  for  coin,  as  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts, 
SM  in  dtschatve  of  contracts.  Congress  has  exercised 
this  power,  ftifly,  tii  both  its  branches.  It  has  coined 
money,  and  still  coins  it;  it  has  reguialed  the  value  of 
foreign  coins,  and  still  regulates  their  value.  The  legal 
tender,  therefore,  the  constitutional  standard  of  value, 
is  cBl^li^ed,  and  cannot  he  overthrown.  To  over- 
throw  it,  would  shake  the  whole  system. 

But  if  the  constitution  knows  on'y  gold  and  silver  as 
a  legal  tender,  does  it  follow  that  the  cousiitulion  can- 
not tolerate  the  voluntary  circulation  of  bank  notes,  con- 
vertible into  gold  and  silver  at  tbe  will  of  the  holder,  as 
part  of  the  actual  muney  of  the  country^  Is  a  man  not 
only  to  be  entitled  to  demand  gold  and  silver  for  every 
debt,  but  is  he,  or  should  be  be,  obliged  to  drni:ind  it  in 
all  caaes'  Is  it,  or  slwuld  Government  make  it,  unlaw- 
fiiltorrcnve  pay  in  anything  else?  Such  a  notion  is 
too  absurd  to  be  serknuly  treated.  The  constitutional 
tender  is  the  thing  to  be  preserredt  it  ought  to  be  pre- 
smred  sacredly,  under  all  circumstances.  The  rest  re- 
muns  for  judicious  kgisUiion  by  those  who  have  com- 
petent authority. 

1  have  already  aaid  thst  Congress  has  never  supposed 
ilielf  authorized  to  make  any  tiling  but  coin  a  tender,  in 
(he  paynient  of  debts,  between  individual  and  individual! 
but  It  by  nn  means  follows  from  this,  (hat  it  may  not  au« 
thoriss  the  receipt  of  any  thing  but  coin  in  payment  of 
debts  due  to  the  United  Slates. 

These  powers  are  distinct,  and  flow  from  difivrent 
sources.  The  power  of  coinaf^  is  a  genera)  power;  a 
p^'rtion  of  sovereignly,  taken  fiom  the  S'alesand  confer- 
red on  Congress,  for  ibe  sake  both  oF  uniformity  and 
greater  security.  It  is  to  be  exercised  for  the  benefit  of 
an  the  people,  by  establishing  a  legal  tender  and  stand- 
ard of  value  in  all  transactions. 

But  when  Concresa  lays  duties  and  taxes,  or  dtsposrs 
of  the  public  lands,  it  may  direct  payment  to  be  made 
in  whatever  medium  it  please?.  The  authority  to  Uy 
taxes  includes  tbe  power  of  deciding  how  they  shall  be 
pai'l;and  the  power  granted  by  the  constitution  to  dispose 
of  the  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States  carries 
with  it,  of  course,  the  power  of  fixing  not  only  the  price, 
Md  the  conditions,  and  time  of  payment,  but  also  the 
medium  of  payment.  Both  in  respect  to  duties  and  tax- 
es,  and  payments  fur  Uiuls,  it  has  been,  accortlingly,  the 
constant  practice  of  Congres*,  in  its  discretion,  to  pro- 


vide for  the  receipt  of  sundry  things,  besides  gold  ami 
silver.  As  early  as  1797.  the  public  stocks  of  the  Gov- 
ernment were  made  receivable  for  lands  sold;  the  ux 
per  cents,  at  par,  and  other  dei^criptions  of  stock  in  pro- 
portion. This  policy  had,  probably,  a  double  purpose 
in  view — the  one  to  sustain  the  price  of  the  public  stocks, 
and  the  other  to  hasten  the  sale  and  settlement  of  the 
lands.  Other  statutes  have  given  the  like  receivable 
character  to  Hissi^sippi  stock,  snd  to  Virginia  land 
scrip.  So  Treasury  notes  were  made  receivable  for  du- 
ties and  taxesiand,  ;ndeed,  if  any  such  should  now  be 
found  outstanding,  1  believe  they  constitute  ■  lawful 
mode  of  payment,  at  the  present  moment,  whether  for 
duties  and  taxes  or  for  lands. 

But,  in  regard  boih  to  taxes  and  payments  for  bnds. 
Congress  has  not  left  the  subject  wiibout  complete  legal 
regulation.  It  has  exercised  its  full  power.  The  atat- 
utea  have  declared  what  sliould  be  received,  from  debt- 
ors and  from  purchasers,  and  have'  left  no  ground  what, 
ever  lor  the  interference  of  executive  discretion  or  ex- 
ecutive contrnl.  So  far  as  I  know,  there  has  been  no 
periml  when  this  subject  was  not  subject  to  express  legal 
provision.  When  the  dutyact  and  the  tonnage  act  were 
passed,  at  the  first  sesiion  of  the  flrst  Congress,  an  act 
wa<  passed  also,  at  the  same  session,  containing  a  section 
which  prescribed  the  coins,  and  fixed  their  values,  in 
which  those  duties  w(re  to  be  paid.  From  that  time  to 
this,  the  medium  for  the  payment  of  public  debts  and 
dues  has  been  a  matter  of  fixed  legal  right,  and  not  a 
matter  of  executive  discretion  at  all.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  had  no  more  power  over  tiiesc  laws 
than  over  other  laws.  He  can  no  more  change  the  legal 
mode  of  paying  ihe  duty  than  he  can  change  tbe  amount 
of  the  duly  to  be  paid)  or  alter  (be  legal  means  of  pay- 
ing for  lands,  with  any  more  propriety  than  he  can  alter 
the  price  of  (he  lands  themselves.  It  would  be  strangf, 
indeed,  if  this  were  not  so.  It  would  be  ridiculous  to 
say  that  we  lived  under  a  Government  of  laws,  if  an  ex- 
ecutive ofHcer  may  say  in  what  currency,  or  medium,  a 
man  shall  pay  his  taxts  and  debts  to  Government^  snd 
may  make  one  rule  for  one  man,  and  snother  rule  for 
another.  We  might  as  well  admit  that  the  Secretary 
had  authority  to  remit  or  give  in  the  debt  of  one,  while 
he  enforced  ^payment  on  tbe  oiher. 

I  desire,  sir,  even  at  the  expense  of  some  rrptti'ion, 
to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  this  proposition,  lh:it 
Congress,  having  by  the  constitution  authority  to  dispose 
of  the  public  territory,  hns  passed  l|Ws  for  the  complete 
exercise  of  that  power;  laws  which  not  only  hsve  fiscd 
the  pr'cc  of  the  public  lands,  the  manner  of  sales,  and 
the  time  of  payment,  but  which  have  fixed  also,  with 
equsi  precision,  the  medium,  or  kinds  of  money,  or  of 
other  things,  which  shall  he  received  in  payment.  It 
has  neglecti-d  no  part  of  this  important  trust;  it  lias  del- 
egated no  part  of  it;  it  has  left  _iio  grount",  not  an  inch, 
fur  executive  iTiterposilion. 

The  only  question,  therefore,  is,  what  is  the  luw,  or 
whnt  was  the  law,  when  the  Secretary  issued  Lis  orJer.^ 
The  S::  crctary  considers  'hat  that  which  has  been  unt- 
formly  done  for  twenty  yearn,  thitt  is  to  say,  the  recelv- 
ing  of  payment  for  the  public  lands  in  the  bdls  of  specie- 
paying  bank",  is  against  law.  Me  calls  it  an  **  indul- 
gence," and  this  <■  in<tidgence  "  the  prder  proposes  to 
continue  for  a  limited  time,  and  in  favor  of  aparticniHr 
class  of  purchasem.  If  this  were  an  !ndulgei>co,  and 
againtt  luw,  one  might  Well  shk,  bow  has  it  hiippened 
(hat  it  bhoittd  have  continucfl  so  lon^,  especially  thruuf>li 
recent  years,  marked  by  such  a  spirit  of  t^oruugli  and 
hearchipg  reform?  It  might  be  asked,  too,  if  this  be  il- 
legal, and  an  indulgence  only,  why  continue  it  longer, 
and  especially  why  continue  it  as  to  some,  and  refuw  to 
continue  it  as  toothers? 
But,  sir,  it  is  lime  to  turn  to  tbe*  itstut^and  to  see 
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what  the  legal  provision  is.  On  Ihe  30lh  of  April,  1816, 
a  resolution  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress.  It  wss  in 
the  commnti  rorm  ofs  juini  resoluUon,  and  was  approved 
by  the  President;  and  no  one  doubts,  I  suppose,  that,  for 
the  purpose  intended  by  it,  it  was  as  authentic  and  valid 
a>  a  law  in  any  other  form.  It  provides  that,  from  and 
after  the  30tb  day  of  Febriisry  next,  [I8ir,]  no  duties, 
laxet,  debts*  or  nims  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming 
payable  to  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  collected  or 
received  otherwise  than  in  the  le^ul  currency  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  witicli  are  paya- 
ble in  specie  on  tienttnd,  in  the  said  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States  '* 
This  joint  resolution  auihoritatively  fixed  the  rifrhts  of 

Startles  paying,  and  the  duties  of  officers  receiving.  So 
ar  as  respeeisthe  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
it  was  altered  by  a  law  uf  the  last  sesuont  but,  in  all 
other  particulars,  it  is,  ss  I  suppose,  in  full  furce  at  the 
preaent  mumcnti  and  as  it  expressly  autliorizes  the  re- 
ceipt of  such  bank  notes  as  are  payable  and  paid  on  de- 
mand,! cannot  understand  hiiw  the  receipt  of  such  notes 
is  a  matter  of  "  indulgence."  We  may  as  well  -say  that 
to  be  allowed  to  pay  in  Treasury  notes,  or  in  foreign 
coins,  or,  indeed,  in  our  own  gold  and  silver,  is  an  indul- 
gence, since  the  act  plaeea  all  on  llienme  ground. 

l1ie  honorable  member  from  Missouri  has,  indeeJ, 
himself  furnished  a  complete  answer  to  the  Secretary's 
idea;  that  ii  to  say,  he  defends  the  order  on  grounds  not 
only  differing  from,  but  totally  inconsistent  with,  those 
assumed  by  the  Secretary.  He  does  not  consider  the  re- 
ceipt of  bank  notes  hitherto,  or  up  to  the  time  of  issuing 
the  order,  as  an  indulgence,  but  as  a  lawful  right  white 
it  lasted.  How  he  proves  this  right  to  be  now  termina- 
ted, and  terminated  by  force  of  the  order,  I  alttll  consid- 
er presently .  I  only  say  now,  that  his  argument  entirely 
deprives  the  Secretary  of  the  only  ground  assigned  by 
him  for  the  Treasury  order. 

The  Secretary  directs  the  receivers  "to  receive  in 
payment  of  the  public  lands  nothing  except  what  is  di- 
rected by  the  existing  laws,  viz:  gold  and  silver,  ami,  in 
the  proper  cases,  Virginia  land  scrip."  Gold  and  silver, 
then,  and,  in  tlie  proper  cases,  Virginia  hnd  scrip,  are. 
In  the  opinion  uf  the  Secretary,  all  that  is  directed  to  be 
received  by  the  existing  laws.  1'lie  receipt  of  bank 
nntes  he  considers,  therefoie,  but  an  indulgence,  a  thing 
against  Isw,  to  be  tolerated  a  little  longer,  aa  to  some 
cases,  and  then  to  be  finally  suppressed. 

Apparently  not  at  all  satisfied  with  this  view  of  the 
Secretary,  of  the  gionnd  upon  which  his  own  order  must 
stand,  the  member  from'  Missouri  not  only  abandons  it 
atti^ether,  but  sets  up  another,  wholly  inconsistent  with 
it.  Ha  admits  the  legality  of  payment  in  such  bank 
notes  up  lo  the  date  or  the  ordi^r  iiself,  but  insi><ts  that 
tliR  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  a  right  of  selection, 
and  a  right  of  rejeciion  also)  and  thai,  although  the  va- 
rious modes  of  payment  provided  by  the  resolution  of 
1816  were  all  good  and  lawrul,  till  the  Secretary  should 
make  some  of  them  otherwise,  yet  that,  by  virtue  of  h'la 
power  of  aeleclton  or  rejection,  he  mignt  at  any  time 
strike  one  or  more  of  them  out  of  the  list.  And  this 
power  of  selection  or  rejection  he  thinks  he  finds  in  the 
resolution  of  1816  itself. 

I  incline  to  think,  tir,  that  the  Secretary  will  be  as  lit- 
tle satixfied  with  the  footing  on  which  his  friend,  the 
honorable  mtmber  from  Missouri,  thus  places  bis  order, 
as  that  friend  is  with  the  Secretary's  own  ground.  For 
my  part,  I  th'nk  t'lem  both  just  iialf  right)  that  is  to 
say,  both,  tii  my  humble  judgment,  are  just  an  far  right 
as  they  distrust  and  disclaim  the  reasuningof  each  oilier. 
Lft  me  stale,  si>*,  asl  urderitand  it,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's argument.  It  is  thnt  the  law  of  1816  ghes  the 
Secretary  a  selection)  that  it  provides  four  tlifl'erent 


modes,  or  media,  of  payment;  that  the  Secretary  is  to 
collect  the  revenue  in  one,  or  several,  or  all  Iheie  four 
modes,  or  media,  at  hii  discretion;  that' all  are  in  the  dis- 
junctive, as  1  think  be  expressed  it;  and  that  the  resolu- 
tion or  law  is  not  mandatory  or  conclusive  in  favor  of 
any  tne.  According  to  the  honorable  member,  there- 
fore, if  the  Secretarv  had  chosen  to  say  that  our  own 
eagles  and  our  own  jolUrs  should  no  longer  be  receiva- 
ble, whether  for  customs,  taxes,  or  public  lands,  he  had 
a  clear  right  to  aiy  bo,  and  to  stop  their  reception. 

Before  a  construction  of  so  extraordinary  a  character 
be  fixed  on  the  law  of  1816,  something  like  the  appear- 
ance of  argument,  i  think,  might  be  expected  in  its  fa- 
vor. But  what  is  there  upon  which  to  found  such  an 
implied  power  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.'  Is 
there  a  syllable  in  the  whole  law  which  countenances  any 
such  idea  for  «  nngle  moment/  I'here  clearly  is  not. 
The  law  was  intended  to  provide,  and  does  provide,  in 
what  sorts  of  money  or  other  means  of  payment  those 
who  owe  debts  to  the  Government  shall  pay  those  debts. 

It  enumerates  four  kinds  of  money  or  other  means  of 
paymentf  and  can  any  thing  be  plainer  than  that  he  who 
has  to  pay  may  have  his  choice  out  of  all  four?  All  be- 
ing equally  lawful,  the  choice  is  with  the  payer,  and  not 
with  the  receiver.  Tbia  would  seem  to  be  too  plain 
either  to  be  argued  or  to  be  denied.  Other  laws  of  the 
United  States  have  made  both  gold  and  ailver  coins  a 
lender  in  the  payment  of  private  debts.  Did  any  man 
ever  imagine  that  in  that  case  the  choice  between  the 
coins  to  be  tendered  was  to  lie  with  the  party  receiving^ 
No  one  could  ever  be  guilty  of  such  an  absurdity.  Ar.d 
unless  there  be  something  io  the  law  of  1816  itself,  which 
either  expressly,  or  by  reasonable  inference,  confers  a 
similar  power  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  regard 
to  public  payments^  ia  there,  in  the  nature  of  things,  any 
difference  between  the  cases?  Now,  there  is  nothing, 
either  in  the  law  of  1816,  or  any  other  law,  which  con- 
fers any  such  power  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  or  which  suggests,  or  inti- 
mates, any  ground  upon  tthlch  such  power  might  be  im- 
plied. Indeed,  the  statement  of  the  argument  seems  to 
me  enough  to  confute  it.  It  makes  the  Isw  of  1816  not 
a  rule,  but  the  diasolution  of  all  rulei  not  a  law,  but  tho 
abrogation  of  all  ex'ating  laws.  According  to  the  argu- 
ment, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  authority,  not 
only  to  refuse  the  receipt  of  the  Treasury  notes,  which 
had  been  issued  apon  (he  faith  of  statutes  expressly 
making  them  receivable  fur  debts  and  duties,  and  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  were  also  made 
receivable  by  the  law  creating  the  bank,  but  tu  refuse 
also  foreign  coins,  and  the  coinage  of  our  own  miotf  put- 
ting thus  the  legislation  uf  Congress  for  Rve-and-twenty 
years  at  the  unrestrained  and  absolute  discretion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  appears  to  me  quite  im-~ 
possible  that  any  gentleman,  on  rt  flection,  can  under- 
take to  support  such  a  construction. 

But  the  gentleman  relies  on  a  bupposed  practice,  lo 
maintain  his  interpretation  of  the  law.  Whst  practice? 
lias  any  Secretary  ever  refused  to  receive  the  notea  of 
apeeie>paying  banks,  either  at  the  euatom-liouse  or  the 
land  offices,  for  a  single  hour.'  Never.  Has  any  Sec- 
retary presumed  to  strike  foreign  coin,  or  Treasury 
notes,  or  our  own  coin,  out  of  the  list  of  receivables? 
Such  an  idea  certainly  never  entered  into  the  head  of 
any  Secretary.  'I'he  gentleman  argues  that  the  Treas- 
ury has  made  discriminations;  but  what  discriminations? 
1  suppose  the  whole  truth  to  be  simply  this:  that,  admit- 
ting at  all  limts  the  right  of  the  psrly  paying  to  pay  in 
notes  of  specie-paying  banks,  the  collectors  and  receiv- 
ers have  not  been  held  bound  to  receive  notea  of  dis- 
tant banks  of  which  they  knew  notliing,  and  could  not 
judge,  therefore,  whether  their  notes  came  within  the 
law.  Those  ctrflectors  and  receiT9rs.were  bound  lo  re- 
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ceire  (he  bilto  of  tpecie-payinp  buikit  but,  aa  that  duty 
•roie  froiD  tbo  hct  that  the  notei  tendered  were  tite 
notes  of  specie-payinfT  banka,  that  fact,  if  not  nototioua 
or  already  known  to  them,  tniiat  be  made  known*  with 
reaaonable  certainty,  before  the  duty  to  receive  theni 
became  imperative,  t  auppoae  there  may  have  been 
Treaniry  ordera,  regulating  the  conduct  of  coUeclors 
and  receive ra  in  this  particular.  Any  orden  which 
went  ftirther  than  tbia  woald  go  beyond  the  law. 

The  hooomble  member  quotes  one  of  the  by-lawa  of 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Sutesi  but  wtiat  haa  that  to 
do  with  the  subject^  Uoea  the  honorable  member  think 
that  t>>e  by-laws  of  the  late  bank  were  laws  to  the  peo- 

Ele  of  the  United  States^  The  bank  was  under  no  ob- 
gation  to  receive  any  notea  on  deposite  except  ita  own. 
It  nugbt,  therefore,  make  just  such  an  arrangement 
with  the  Treaiury  aa  it  saw  fit,  if  it  nw  fit  to  make  any. 
But  neither  the  Treaiury,  nor  the  bank,  nor  both  to- 
gelber,  could  do  away  with  the  written  letter  ol  an  act 
uf  CongresBi  nor  did  either  undertake  so  to  do. 

But,  air,  what  have  been  the  gentleman's  own  opinions 
on  this  subjtct  heretofore^  Has  lie  always  been  of  opin- 
ion that  ttte  Secretary  enjoyed  this  power  of  selection, 
as  he  now  calls  it,  under  the  law  of  1816^  Has  he  here- 
tofore looked  upon  the  various  provisions  of  that  law 
oaly  as  ao  many  moveable  and  abifting  part^  to  be 
thrown  into  gear  and  out  of  gear  by  the  laere  touch  of 
the  Secretafy**  Itand^  Certamly,  air,  he  has  not  thought 
•0;  errtatoly  he  haa  looked  upon  thrt  law  as  6xed,  defi- 
nite, and  beyond  executive  power,  aa  clearly  as  other 
lavs;  aa  a  statute,  to  be  repealed  or  modified  only  by 
another  statute.  No  longer  ago  than  the  23d  day  of 
but  April,  the  honorable  member  introduced  a  reaolu. 
tion  into  the  Senate,  in  the  following  wwds: 

.  ".OMAed;  llMt,  from  and  after  the  day  of  , 

in  the  year  1836,  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  ooinought 
(o  be  received  in  payment  for  public  landsi  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  I^nda  be  instruetcd  to  report  a 
bill  accordingly." 

And  now,  air,  I  atk  why  the  honorable  member  moved 
here  for  a  bill  and  a  law,  if  the  whole  matter  was,  in 
his  opinion,  within  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
I'rcawry.' 

The  Senate  did  not  adopt  this  resolution.  A  day  or 
two  after  its  Intmduc'ion,  and  when  some  little  diacus- 
■lon  had  been  had  upon  it,  a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
prevailed,  hardly  opposed,  1  think,  except  by  the  j;en- 
ileman'sowo  vote.  A  few  weeks  after  this  disposition 
had  been  made  of  this  resolution,  the  session  came  lo  a 
dose,  and,  aevcn  days  after  the  close  of  the  sesuon,  tbe 
Treasury  order  made  its  appearsnee. 

Biit  this  is  not  alt.  There  is  higher  authority  than 
even  that  of  the  honorable  member.  Looking  to  the 
expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States,  the  President,  in  his  annual  message  in  December 
list,  aaid  it  was  incumbent  on  Congress  to  discontinue, 
bv  law,  tbe  receipt  of  the  bills  of  that  bank  in  payment 
of  the  public  revenue.  Now,  as  the  charter  was  to  ex- 
pire on  tbe  3d  of  March,  there  was  nothing  tu  make  its 
bills  receivable  after  that  period,  except  the  law  of 
1816.  To  Btrike  the  provbtotis  respecting  notes  of  the 
bank  out  of  that  law,  another  bw  was  indeed  necessary, 
according  to  my  understanding;  but  [  do  not  conceive 
how  it  should  be  thought  necessary,  upon  the  construc- 
tion of  the  honorable  member.  Both  Houses  being  of 
opinion,  however,  that  the  thing  could  not  be  done 
without  law,  an  act  was  passed  for  that  purpose,  and 
was  approved  by  ibe  Present.  Here,  then,  sir,  is  the 
gentleman's  own  authority,  tbe  authority  of  the  Presi. 
dent,  and  Ihc  authority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  for 
aay'mg  tint  nothing  contained  in  the  bw  of  1816  can  be 
ihruit  but  of  it  by  any  othfr  power  than  the  power  of  s 
subsrqucnt  statute. 

Vot.  XIII.-7 


I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  Treaaury  order  of 
the  llUi  of  July  is  against  the  plain  words  and  meaning 
of  (he  law  of  1816i  against  the  wbole  practice  of  the 
Government  under  that  law;  against  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman's own  opinion,  as  expressed  in  his  resolution  of 
the  33d  of  Aprili  and  not  reconciiesble  with  the  neces- 
sity which  was  supposed  to  exist  fur  tbe  passsge  of  tbe 
act  oF  last  session. 

On  this  occasion,  I  have  heard  of  no  attempt  to  justify 
the  order  on  tbe  ground  of  any  other  law  or  act  but  the 
act  (rf*  1816.  When  the  order  was  published,  however, 
it  was  accompanied  with  an  exposition,  apparently  half* 
official,  which  looked  to  the  land  laws  as  the  Secretary's 
aource  of  power,  and  which  took  no  notice  at  all  of  ibe 
law  of  1816.  Tbe  land  law  referred  to  was  tlie  act  of 
1830{  but  it  turns  out,  upon  examination,  that  there  is 
nothing  at  all  in  that  law  to  support  the  order,  or  give  it 
any  eountenan<»  whatever.  The  only  clause  In  it  which 
could  be  supposed  to  have  the  stigbtent  reference  to  the 
subject  is  in  the  proviso  in  the  4th  section.  That  sec- 
tion provides  for  the  sale  of  such  lands  aa,  having  been 
once  sold  on  credit,  should  revert  or  become  forfeited  to 
the  United  Slates  through  failure  of  paymeolt  and  the 
proviso  declares  that  no  such  landa  ahall  be  again  sold  oa 
any  other  terms  than  those  of  "cash  pajrment."  These 
word^  "cash  payment,*'  have  been  seized  upon,  as  if 
they  had  wrought  an  entire  change  in  the  important  pro. 
visions  of  the  law  of  1816,  and  already  established  an 
exclusive  specie  payment  for  lands.  The  idea  is  too 
futile  for  serious  refuUtion.  In  the  first  place,  the  whole 
section  applies  only  to  forfeited  landsj  but  the  truth  i% 
the  terra  "  cash  payment"  means  only  payment  down,  in 
contradistinction  to  credit,  which  bad  formerly  been  al> 
lowedf  Just  as  the  words  in  tbe  Uriff  act  of  Juty,  183S, 
mean  psyment  down,  instead  of  payment  secured  by 
bonds,  when  it  lays  that  the  duti?s  on  ocrtain  articles 
shslt  be  paid  in  "cash." 

As  to  the  second  section  of  the  land  law  of  1820, 
which  was  set  forth  with  great  formaliiy  in  the  exposi- 
tion to  which  1  have  referred,  as  furnishing  authority  for 
tbe  Secrelary'H  order,  there  is  not  a  word  in  it  havii^ 
any  such  tendencvt  not  a  pliable  which  has  any  applt. 
cation  to  the  matter.  That  section  simply  declares  that, 
after  the  first  day  of  July  in  that  year,  every  purchaser 
of  land  at  public  sale  shall,  on  the  day  of  purchase,  nuke 
a  complete  payment  therefor;  and  toe  purchaser  at  pri- 
vate  Bsle  shall  produce  a  receipt  for  the  amount  oF  the 
purchase-money  on  any  tract,  before  he  shall  enter  tbe 
same  at  the  land  oflBce.  This  is  all.'  It  does  not  uy  how 
the  purchaser  shall  make  complete  payment,  nor  in  what 
curreney  the  purchase-money  shall  be  reocired.  it  m 
quite  evid^ent,  therefore,  that  tbst  section  lends  the  order 
no  support  wbalever. 

The  defence  of  the  nrder,  then,  stands  thus:  Tbe 
Secretary  founds  it  upon  the  idea  ihat  nothing  but  gold 
and  silver  was  ever  lawfully  receivable,  and  that  the  re- 
ceipt of  bank  bills  has  been  all  along  an  "indulgence" 
against  law.    For  this  opinion  he  gives  no  reasons. 

The  honorable  member  from  Missouri  rejecU  this 
doctrinei  he  admits  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  to  have 
been  lawful  until  made  unlawful  by  ttie  order  itsetft  and 
insists  that  the  Secreiai^'a  power  of  stopping  their  fur- 
ther receipt  arises  under  the  law  of  1816,  and  is  an 
authority  derived  from  it.  But,  then,  the  long  and  half- 
official  exposition  which  accompanied  the  publication  ol 
the  order  has  no  ftiiih  in  the  law  of  1816  as  a  source  of 
power,  but  makes  a  parade  of  a  totally  andperUBCtly  in- 
applicable section,  out  of  the  land  law  of  1830.  Grounds 
of  defence  so  totally  inconaiatent  cannot  all  be  sound,  btit 
lliey  may  be  all  unaound;  and  whether  they  be  so  or 
not,  is  a  question  which  I  would  willingly  leave  to  the 
deciMon  of  any  man  of  good  sense  and  honest  judgment. 
I  Uke  leave  of  this  part  of  the  caip^  the  prwent.  I 
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may  pause  at  least,  1  hope,  until  thc»e  who  defend  the 
order  shall  be  better  agreed  on  what  ground  to  place  it. 

Mr.  President,  the  subject  of  the  currency  ii  ao  im- 
portant, so  delicate,  and,  in  my  judgment,  surrounded, 
at  the  present  moment,  with  so  much  both  of  difficulty 
Mi  of  danger,  that  I  am  desirous,  before  makine  ttie 
few  nbaervationt  which  I  intend  on  the  exifUn|f  condition 
of  things  and  its  causes,  to  avoid  all  miBapprebension, 
by  a  general  ttiilement  of  my  opinions  respectin|f  that 
subject. 

I  am  certainly  of  opinion,  then,  that  gold  and  silver, 
at  rates  fixed  by  Congress,  constitute  the  legal  standard 
of  value  in  this  couniryj  and  that  neither  Congress  nor 
any  Stute  has  authority  to  establish  any  oilier  standard, 
or  to  ditplaee  this.  But  1  am  also  of  opinion  that  an 
exclusive  c'rculation  of -gold  and  ailver  is  a  thing  abio- 
lutely  impracticable!  and,  if  practicable,  not  at  all  to  be 
desired;  inasmuch  as  its  effect  would  be  to  »bolisb  cred- 
it,  to  repreng  the  enterprise,  and  diminish  the  earnings 
of  the  industrious  classesi  and  to  produce,  faster  and 
sooner  than  any  thing  else  in  this  country  can  prcxluce,  a 
moneyed  aristocracy. 

1  am  1^  opinion  that  a  mixed  currency,  partly  coin  and 
partly  bank  notes,  the  notei  not  issued  m  exeesa,  and  al- 
ways convertible  Into  specie  at  the  will  of  Uie  litdder,  i% 
in  the  present  state  of  society,  the  beat  practiCHl  ciirren* 
oy — always  remembering,,  however,  that  bills  of  ex- 
change perform  a  great  part  of  the  duty  of  currency, 
and,  therefore,  that  the  state  of  dumeatic  exchanges  is 
alwaya  a  natter  of  high,  importance  and  great  actual 
bearlnff  on  commercial  business. 

I  admit  that  a  currency  partly  composed  of  bank  notet 
baa  alwasrs  a  liabililyj  and  often  a  tendency,  to  exceaat 
and  Ibat  it  requires  the  constant  eare  and  overvght  of 
Government. 

I  am  of  opinion,  even,  that  the  convertibility  of  bank 
notes  into  gold  and  silver,  although  it  be  a  necessary 
guard,  is  not  an  absolute  Mcnrity  against  occasional  ex- 
ceas  of  paper  issues. 

1  believe*  even,  that  the  confining  of  discoania  to  such 
notes  and  bilU  as  represent  real  transactions  of  purchase 
and  sale,  or  to  real  business  paper,  as  it  is  called,  though 
generally  a  sufficient  check,  is  nut  always  aot  because  1 
believe  there  is  sometimes  such  a  thing  as  over-trading 
'  or  over-production. 

What,  then,  it  will  be  asked,  is  a  sufHcient  check?  1 
can  only  repeat  what  1  have  before  said,  that  tt  is  a  sub- 
ject which  requires  the  constant  care,  watchfulneas,  and 
•uperintendence  of  Qovernment.  But  our  misfortune 
in,  that  we  have  withdrawn  all  care  and  all  superintend- 
ence from  the  whole  suBject.  We  have  surrendered 
the  whole  matter  to  eight-and-twcnty  States  and  I'erri- 
tories.  With  the  power  of  coinage  and  the  power  and 
duty  of  regulating  commerce,  both  external  and  internal, 
this  Governmeni  has  little  more  control  over  the  mass  of 
money  which  circulates  in  the  country,  than  a  foreign 
Government.  Upon  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  otihe  United  States,  new  banks  were  created  by 
tlie  States.  Sixty  or  eighty  millions  of  banking  capital 
have  thus  been  added  to  the  mast  since  1833.  All  this 
it  was  easy  to  foresee:  it  was  all  foreseen,  and  all  fu  etold. 
The  wonder  only  is,  that  the  evil  has  not  already  lecome 
greater  than  it  is;  and  it  would  have  been  grcatt  r,  and 
we  should  have  had  such  an  t  xcesa  as  would  perhaps 
have  depreciated  the  currency,  had  it  not  been  fur  the 
extraordinary  prosperity  of  the  country.  No  very  great 
excess,  I  believe,  has  as  yet  in  fact  happened,  or  rather 
no  very  great  excess  doea  now  exist.  There  are  suffi- 
cient evidences,  I  think,  of  this. 

In  the  first  place,  tlie  amount  of  specie  in  the  country 
is  far  greater  than  was  ever  known  before,  and  it  is  not 
exported.  In  the  next  place,  as  all  the  banks  as  yet 
maintain  their  credit,  and  all  pay  specie  on  demand,  the 


whole  circulation  is,  in  elFect,  equivalent  to  a  specie  cir- 
culation; and  the  state  of  the  foreign  exchanges  shows 
that  the  value  of  our  money,  in  the  mass,  is  not  depreci- 
ated, since  it  may  be  transferred  without  any  loss  into 
the  currency  of  other  countries.  Our  money,  therefore, 
is  as  good  as  the  money  of  other  countries,  if  it  had 
fallen  below  the  value  of  money  abroad,  the  rates  of  ex* 
change  would  instantly  show  that  fact.  I'here  has  been, 
therefore,  as  yet,  or  at  least  there  exists  at  present,  no 
considerable  depreciation  of  money.  If,  then,  it  be  ask* 
ed,  what  keeps  up  the  value  of  money  in  this  vast  and 
sudden  expansion  and  increase  of  it,  1  have  already  giv 
en  the  answer  which  appears  to  me  to  be  the  true  one. 
It  is  kept  up  by  an  equally  vast  and  sudden  increase  in 
the  property  of  the  country,  and  in  the  ralue  of  that 
property,  intrinwe  as  well  as  marketable.  None  of  us, 
I  think,  have  estimated  this  increase  high  enough^  and 
for  that  reason  we  have  all  been  looking  for  an  earlier 
fall  in  prices.  It  seems  obvious  to  me  that  an  augment- 
ation in  the  value  of  properly,  far  exceeding  all  former 
experience  in  any  country,  even  our  own,  has  taken 
place  in  the  United  States  within  the  last  few  years. 
Tbe  public  lands  may  furnish  one  instance  of  this  rapid 
iitcrease.  It  wai  estimated  last  session,  by  my  honorable 
friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewiite,]  that  the  demands  of  ac- 
tual settlers  for  land  for  settlement  were  eight  millions 
of  acres  per  annum,  on  an  average  of  some  years.  These 
eight  millions,  if  taken  up  at  the  Government  prices  at 
private  entry,  would  cost  (10,000.000.  Now,  partly  by 
cultivation,  but  more  by  the  continued  rush  of  emigra- 
tion, both  from  Europe  and  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  value 
of  theae  ten  millions  in  a  very  few  years  springs  up  to 
forty  millions;  that  is  to  say,  lands  taken  up  at  one  dol- 
lar and  a  quarter  an  acre,  soon  become  worth  five  dol- 
lars an  acre  for  actual  cultivation,  and  in  intrinsic  value. 
And  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  these  lands  are  aliena- 
ble and  saleable,  with  as  little  of  form  and  ceremony,  al- 
moai,  as  if  they  were  goods  and  chattels.  Nov,  if  we 
make  an  estimate,  not  merely  on  the  eight  millions  of 
acres  required  for  actual  settlement,  but  on  the  whole 
quantity  selected  ami  taken  np  annually,  we  shall  see 
something  uf  the  addititm  to  the  whole  amount  of  proper- 
ty which  accrues  annually  fnim  the  public  lands.  A 
rise  has  taken  place,  too,  thougli  less  strikinfr,  in  the 
Value  of  other  lands  in  the  country;  and  property,  in 
goudR,  merchandise,  prodiicta,  and  other  forms,  is  rapid- 
ly augmented,  also,  beth  in  quantity  and  value,  by  the 
industry  and  skill  of  the  people,  and  tbe  extension  anij 
most  Buccetiful  use  of  machinery. 

Another  most  important  element  in  the  general  esti- 
mate of  the  progress  of  wealth  in  the  country,  is  the 
wonderful  annual  increase  of  the  cotton  crop*,  and  the 
'  prices  which,  the  article  bears.    Last  year's  crop  reach- 
1  ed,  probably,  to  eighty  millions  of  dollnrs.    Now,  most 
I  of  the  cotton  produced  in  the  United  Slates  is  sold,  once, 
!  at  least,  in  the  country,  and  much  uf  it  many  times. 
1  The  hills  drawn  agaittst  it  when  shipped,  eiHirr  for  Ku- 
!  rope  or  the  Atlantic  ports,  are  usually  cashed  at  tbe 
place  of  drawing,  commonly,  no  doubt,  by  means  of 
'  bank  nott-a  or  bank  credits, 

I  put  all  these  rases  but  ss  insitances  showing  the  in- 
.  creased  vulue  of  property  and  amount  of  business  in  the 
I  country,  and  accounting,  therefore,  fur  an  expansion  of 
tbe  circulation,  without  supposing  ^reat  excess;  since  it 
is  obvious  that  the  circulating  money  of  a  country  natu- 
rally bears  a  proportion  to'  the  whole  muss  of  property, 
and  to  the  number  and  amount  of  business  transactions. 
But  there  is  another  cause  of  a  less  favorable  charae- 
'  ter,  which  may  have  had  its  effect  already;  or  if  not,  is 
very  likely  to  have  it  hereafter,  in  augmenting  the  cir- 
culation ol  bank  notes:  1  mean  the  obstruction  and  em- 
barrassment of  the  domestic  exchanges..   In  a  proper 
and  natural  state  of  afTairi^  the  place  of  currency,  or 
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money,  it  filled  to  >  great  extent  by  btlla  of  exchan^t 
and  Uiis  conlinues  to  be  the  cue,  so  long  as  the  nles  of 
exchange  remain  low  and  steady.  Nobody,  for  example, 
will  tend  bank  notes  or  specie  from  New  York  to  New 
OrUaM,  ir  he  can  buy  a  good  bill  at  par,  or  near  par. 

But  when  exchange  becomes  disturtied*  when  rates 
rise  and  fluctuate,  billa  cease  to  be  ^le  to  perform  this 
function,  and  then  bank  notes  begin  lo  be  sent  abotit 
from  place  to  place,  in  quantities  to  supply  the  place  of 
bills  of  exchange,  in  payment  of  debts  and  balsnces. 
All  such,  and  sll  other  derangements  and  distractions 
in  the  free  course  uf  domestic  exchanges,  necessarily  pro- 
duce an  unnatural  and  considerable  increase  of  the  cir* 
eolation.  So  far  as  our  circulation  has  been  or  may  be 
augmented  b^  this  cause,  so  far  both  the  cause  and  the 
effect  are  to  be  deplored.  In  my  opinion,  we  have 
eerlamly  reason  to  fesr  this  excess  hereafter.  What  is 
to  prevent  it?  Is  it  possible  that  so  many  State  banks, 
so  farapart,  so  unknown  to  each  other,  with  no  common 
objects,  no  common  principles  of  discount,  and  no  gen- 
eral regulation  whatever,  should  act  so  much  in  concert, 
snd  upon  system,  as  to  maintain  the  currency  of  the 
country  deady,  without  either  unjust  expansion  or  un- 
aeeeasary  contraction^  I  believe  it  is  not  poi^ble.  I 
beUere  many  of  tboae  who  insiM  so  mueh  on  bard-money 
eireulaiion  be  Here  thiaalaoi  and  that  they  press  their  im- 
practicable hard-money  notions,  from  a  consciousness  ihst 
the  discontinuance  of  a  national  institution  has  brought 
the  country  into  a  condition  in  which  it  is  threatened 
with  issues  of  irredeemsble  psper. 

Our  preitnt  evil,  however,  is  of  a  different  kind.  It 
is,  iodeed,  sonewlwt  novel  and  anomslotis.  With  high 
general  prosperity,  good  en^  generally  speaking*  an 
abundance  of  the  precious  metals,  and  a  hvorable  state 
of  foreign  exchanges,  men  of  business  have  yet  felt  for 
some  months  an  unprecedentrd  scarcity  of  money.  I'hst 
is  the  state  of  things;  its  cause,  in  my  opinion,  ts  express- 
ed in  a  few  words:  it  is  the  derangement  of  internal 
intercourse  and  internal  exchange.  Our  difficulty  is 
not  exhaustion,  but  obstruction.  Every  body  haa  means 
enough,  but  nobody  can  use  his  means.  All  the  uaual 
channels  of  commercial  dealing  are  blocked  up.  The 
manubcturers  of  the  North  cannot  obtain  from  the 
South  the  procfcdsof  the  sales  of  their  articlesi  the 
South  finds  money  scarce,  too,  in  the  midst  of  lis  abun< 
dan  t  exports. 

In  a  country  so  extensive  and  so  busy,  every  mer- 
chant's means  become-  taorc  or  less  dispersed,  and  exist 
in  variousplaeealntlieshape  of  debts.  Exchange  itlhe 
instrument,  the  wand,  by  which  he  reaches  forth  to 
these  means,  wherever  they  are,  and  uses  them  for  his 
tmmediaie  and  daily  purposes.  But  this  instrument  is 
now  broken.  He  can  no  longer  touch  with  it  his  dis- 
tant debt,  and  make  that  debt  present  money.  He 
seeks,  therefore,  for  expedientsj  borrows  money,  iDie 
can,  till  times  cbange*  pays  enormous  rates  of  interest 
to  maintain  credit)  ihinka  thing**  when  at  the  worst, 
asust  soon  ehai^i  looks  for  reaction,  and  sacrifices  to 
ca|ritalists«  to  brokers,  and  money-Iendera,  the  hard 
earnings  of  years,  rather  than  fail  to  fulfil  his  commercial 
engagements.  It  is  a  hsppy  and  blessed  hour,  this,  for 
greedy  capital  and  grasping  brokerage!  an  excruciating 
one  for  honest  industry.  The  very  rich  grow  every 
day  richert  the  laborious  and  industrious,  every  day 
pourrr.  Meantime,  the  highways  of  commercial  dealing 
and  exchanges  grow  more  and  more  founderous,  or  are 
all  breaking  up.  Spe«e,  always  most  useful  as  the  ba^is 
of  a  circuhttum,  when  most  in  repose,  gets  iipun  the 
move.  Any  time  the  last  four  months  it  might  Iwve  hap- 
pened, and  many  times  doubllesa  it  has  happened,  that 
steamboats  from  New  York,  carrying  specie  to  Boston, 
have  passed  in  tlie  Sound  steamboats  from  Boston  carry- 
ing specie  to  New  York.    Boating  and  carting  money. 


backward  and  forward,  becomes  the  order  of  the  dayt 
and  there  are  those  who,  the  more  they  bear  of  specie 
hauled  and  transported  about  from  place  to  place,  in 
manes,  the  more  they  flatter  themselves  with  the  idea 
tbst  the  country  is  returning  rapidly  lo  a  safe  and  happy 
specie  circulation! 

There  may  be  other  minor  causes.  They  ari^  not 
worth  enumerating.  The  great  and  immediate  origin  of 
evil  is  disturbance  in  the  exchanget  and,  in  my  opinion 
this  disturbance  has  been  caused  by  the  agency  of  the 
Government  itself.  The  fifty  millions  in  the  Treasury 
have  been  agitated  by  unnecessary  tranbfers.  As  a 
large  portion  of  this  sum  wss  to  be  deposited  with  the 
Sutes  at  the  beginning  of  next  year,  the  Secretary  seems 
to  have  thought  it  necesssfy  to  cut  up,  divide,  and  re* 
move  assigned  portimiB  of  it  before  the  time  came-  it  is 
this  idea  of  removal  that  has  wrought  the  mischief.  In 
consequence  o(  this,  money  has  been  taken  from  places 
of  active  commercial  business,  where  it  was  much  needed 
and  all  used,  and  carried  to  places  where  it  wM  not 
needed,  snd  could  not  be  used. 

The  agricultural  State  of  Indiana,  for  example,  is  full 
of  specie;  the  highly  commercial  and  manubcluring  State 
of  Massachusetts  is  severely  dnuned.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  money  in  Indiana  cannot  be  used.  It  is  waiting  for 
the  new  year.  The  moment  the  Treasury  grasp  is  let 
loose  from  it,  it  will  tend  again  to  the  great  marts  of  busi- 
ness; that  is  to  say,  the  restoration  of  the  natural  state  of 
things  will  begin  to  correct  the  evil  of  arbitrary  and  ar- 
tificial financial  arrangements.  The  money  will  go  back 
lo  the  places  where  it  is  wanted.  It  wiH  seek  its  level* 
and  its  place  of  usefulness.  In  my  opinion,  the  proper 
execution  of  the  depoaite  law  did  not  make  it  at  all  nece^ 
sary  for  the  Treasury  to  order  these  previous  Iqc^  ehan- 
gea,  ■  The  law  itself  is  not  answerable  for  the  inconve- 
nience which  has  resulted.  When  the  time  came,  the 
Statex,  all  of  them,  would  have  been  very  glad  lo  receive 
the  money  where  it  was.  They  wanted  but  an  order  for 
it.  They  desired  no  carting.  Can  any  thing  be  more 
preposterous  than  lo  tranafer  speae  from  New  York  to 
Nashville,  when  to  a  man  in  Nashville  specie  in  Nev 
York  ia  two  per  cent,  more  valuable  than  if  be  liad  it  in 
hia  own  house.'  There  is  always  a  tendency, in  specie, 
not  actually  in  the  pockets  of  the  people,  towards  the 
great  marts  and  placeit  of  exchange.  X'hosewbo  want  it, 
want  it  there.  There  the  great  transactions  of  commerce 
are  performed,  and  there  the  means  of  those  transactions 
naturally  exist,  simply  because  there  they  are  required. 
Now,  what  reason  was  there  for  disturbing  the  revenue, 
thus  lying  where  it  had  been  collected,  and  thus  mingled 
with  the  commerce  of  the  country?  Why  laboriously 
drag  it  off",  fir  from  its  place  of  usefVil  action,  to  placea 
where  it  was  not  wanted,  and  could  do  no  good,  and 
there  hold  it  under  the  key  of  the  Treasury.' 

This  anticipation  of  the  operation  of  the  deposite  law, 
this  attempt  at  local  distribution,  this  arbitrary  system  of 
transfer,  which seema  to  forget,  at  once,ihe  necesMiiesof 
commerce,  and  the  real  uses  of  money,  I  regard  as  the 
direct  end  prime  cause  of  the  pressure  Mt  by  the  eofln- 
munity.  But  the  Tressury  order  came  powerfullyin  aid 
or  this.  This  order  checked  the  use  of  bank  notes  in  the 
West,  and  made  another  loud  call  for  specie.  The  spe- 
cie, therefore,  is  transferred  to  the  West,  to  pay  forlandsi 
being  received  fur  lands,  it  becomes  public  revenue,  is 
brought  to  the  Kaat  for  expenditure,  and  passes,  on  its 
way,  other  quantities  going  West,  to  buy  lands  also,  and 
in  the  same  way  tn  return  sgsin  to  the  Raat.  Now,  sir, 
how  does  all  this  improve  the  currency?  What  fraud 
does  it  prevent.*  what  speculation  does  it  arrest?  what  mo- 
nopoly does  it  suppress?  I  am  very  much  mistaken  if  all 
this  does  noi  embarrass  the  small  purchaser  of  laml  much 
more  than  the  large  one.  He  who  ha«  fifty  or  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  lay  out,  may  collect  his  ipecte,  not 


Digitized  by 


104 


103 


GALES  &  SEATON»S  REGISTER 


7fa»»— TVeoaury  Cinular. 


wilhnut  tome  ehar^ie,  it  It  trae*  bat  without  ■  very  heavy 
charge.  But  if  there  be  a  nun,  with  a  hnndred  or  two 
dollara,  waiting  to  take  up  a  anull  parcel  for  actual  set- 
tlemeiit,  and  bia  money  be  in  bank  notei,  and  the  bank, 
perhaps,  at  a  great  diatancr,  what  has  he  (o  do?  He 
muit  send  Tar  to  exchange  a  little  money;  or  elie  he 
must  submit  to  any  brokerage  which  he  may  find  eitab- 
Kshed  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  land  office.  Upon  the 
local  operation  oF  thia  order,  however,  1  say  the  les^  as 
on  that  point  Western  gentlemen  are  better  informed  and 
better  judges. 

I  am  willing  to  hope,  sir,  anil,  indeed,  I  do  hope  and 
believe,  (hat  when  the  first  payment  or  depoaite  under 
ihe  act  of  last  session  shall  have  been  made,  and  the 
States  shall  have  found  some  use  and  employment  for 
the  money,  and  when  this  unnatural  transfer  system 
■hall  cease,  money  will  seek  its  natural  channels,  and 
eommereiid  buaineai  resume,  in  some  measure,  its  accus- 
tomed habits.  But  this  Treasury  order  will  be  a  dis- 
turbing agent,  every  hour  it  is  suffered  to  exist.  Indeed, 
it  cannot  be  allowed  to  exist  long.  It  is  not  posuble 
that  the  West  can  submit  to  a  measure  at  once  to  inju. 
rious  and  so  partial.  Hard  money  at  the  land  office,  and 
bank  notea  at  the  cuitem-houte,  must  make  men  open 
their  eyes  after  a  while,  whatever  degree  of  political 
confidence  weighs  down  their  lids.  I  look  upon  it, 
therefore,  as  certain,  that  the  order  will  not  be  permit- 
ted long  to  remain  in  force, 

rf  I  am  now  asked,  air,  whether,  supposing  (his  order 
to  be  rescinded,  and  the  deposite  Uw  executed,  and 
the  transfers  discontinued,  affairs  will  return  to  their 
fbrnner  atate»  I  answer,  with  all  candor,  that  though  I 
look,  in  those  events,  for  a  great  improvement,  I  do  not 
expect  to  see  the  domestic  exebang^  and  the  currency 
return  entirely  to  their  former  stale.  1  do  not  believe 
there  is  any  agency  at  work,  at  present,  competent  to 
bring  about  thia  desirable  end.  In  other  words,  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  depoaite  banks,  however  well  adminis- 
tered, can  fully  supply  the  place  of  a  national  institution; 
and  I  am  very  much  mistaken  if  intelligent  men  con- 
nected with  those  institutions  themselves  believe  any 
such  tiling.  I  find  tba^  in  1838,  1839,  1830,  1831,  and 
1833,  exchange  at  New  York,  on  the  Southern  and 
Southwestern  cities  averaged  three  fourths  of  one  per 
cent,  discount,  or  thereabouts.  Now,  1  doubt  whether 
-the  raoit  sanguine  of  those  connected  with  the  depoxite 
banks  expect  to  be  able,  through  their  means,  to  bring 
back  exchanges  to  that  state,  or  any  thing  l>ke  it. 

The  depoaite  banks  are  separate  and  distinct  inslitu. 
tions.  many  of  them  strangers  to  each  other,  without  full 
confidence  in  each  other,  and  all  acting  without  uni- 
fbrmily  of  purpose.  Their  objects  are  distinct,  their 
capitals  distmcl,  their  interests  aiHtinct.  If  one  of  them 
has  connexion  with  some  others,  it  yet  has  no  unbroken 
chain  of  connexion.  They  have  nothing  which  runs 
through  the  whole  circle  of  the  exchanges,  as  that  circle 
is  drawn  through  the  great  commercial  cities  of  the 
Union.  They  can  only  act  in  the  buunesi  of  exchange 
to  the  extent  of  fiind^  or  not  much  beyond  it,  actually 
existing.  A  national  institution,  with  branches  or  agen- 
cies at  different  pointy  may  deal  in  cxchaoges  between 
these  points  in  amounts  to  meet  the  convenience  of  the 
public,  without  reference  to  the  fact  of  the  existence  of 
local  funds.  One  institution,  therefore,  with  branches, 
has  facilities  which  never  can  be  possessed  by  different 
institutions,  however  honorably  or  ably  conducted. 

For  nysseir,  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  aa  formerly,  that 
for  the  adminiaitration  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  for 
the  fadltty  of  internal  exchanges,  and  for  the  due  con- 
trol and  regulation  of  the  actual  currency,  a  national 
institution,  under  proper  guards  and  limits,  is  by  far  the 
best  means  within  our  reach.  And  I  am,  ai  I  always 
have  been,  of  opinion,  that  Congress  having  the  power 


[Dec.  32,  1836. 


of  regulating  commerce,  and  the  power  over  the  coin' 
age,  has  power,  also,  which  it  is  bound  to  exercise,  by 
lawful  means  over  that  currency  in  which  the  revenue 
is  to  be  collected,  and  which  is  to  csrry  on  that  com* 
merce,  external  and  internal,  which  is  thus  committed  to 
ita  reguUtton  and  protection.  All  the  duties  of  this 
Government  are,  in  my  judgment,  not  fulfilled,  while  it 
leaves  these  great  interests,  thus  confided  to  its  own 
care,  to  the  diacretion  of  others,  or  to  the  results  of 
Stance.  But  I  will  not  go  further  into  these  subjects 
at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  President,  t  am  indifferent  to  the  form  in  which 
the^Treasury  order  may  be  done  away.  Gentlemen  may 
please  themselves  tn  the  mode.  1  shall  be  satisfied  with 
the  su bounce.  Believing  It  to  be  both  illegal  and  inju- 
rious, 1  shall  vote  to  rescind,  to  revoke,  to  abolish,  to 
supersede,  to  do  any  thing  which  may  have  the  eflfect 
of  terminning  its  existence. 

Before  Mr.  Wkbster  concluded  his  speech,  as  given 
entire  above, 

[Mr.  BENTON  laid  the  following  on  the  table,  in  the 
way  of  notice:  Motion  (to  be  made  hereafter)  to  invest 
the  committee  to  which  the  resolution  (of  Mr.  Ewm) 
sliall  be  sent,  with  authority  to  inquire  into  the  effectand 
operation  of  the  Treasury  order  of  July  llih,  upon  the 
.business  of  the  country,  and  the  banking  institutions  of 
Ihe  States,  and  into  the  conduct  of  banks  in  relation  to 
that  order,  and  into  their  attempta  (if  any)  to  withdraw 
apecie  from  circulation,  and  to  embarrass  the  exchanges 
and  buMnesa  of  the  country.  The  committee  to  summon 
witnesses  before  them,  if  any  such  are  near  at  band,  and 
to  conduct  their  inquiries  at  a  distance  by  interrogatories.] 

The  Senate  then  M^ourned. 

Thtxsdat,  Dicxxsn  22. 

TEXAS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  relative  to  the  recognition  of  Ihe  independ- 
ence of  Texaa,  and  its  admission  into  the  Union,  end  un- 
flivorable  lo  both  measures  at  the  present  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  and  after  an  exami- 
nation of  the  documents  by  the  Comnittee  on  F<mtgn 
Helalions,  1,500  extra  copies  of  the  message  and  docu- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  printed.  (Vide  Debates  H. 
of  B.  post.) 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Ewive'e 
resolution  to  rescind  the  Treasury  order  of  July  lltb, 
1836,  and  to  prt^ibitthe  Secretary  of  the  TrMsunrfrom 
delegating  bia  power  to  specify  what  kind  of  ftinds  shall 
be  received  in  payment  for  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  concluded  his  remarks,  as  given  en* 
tire  above.  When  Mr.  Wibstxb  had  concluded  his 
speech, 

Mr.  NILB3  roaeand  addreased  the  Chiir  u  follows: 
Mr.  Prerideni:  I  had  intended  to  submit  aume  remarks 
on  the  resolution  before  the  Senate,  and  may  as  well  do 
it  at  this  time  as  any  other.  In  the  course  of  the  debate 
there  have  been  aeveral  topics  drawn  into  consideration, 
not  necessarily  embraced  in  the  question  to  be  decided, 
yet  somewhat  connected  with  the  general  subject.  Some 
of  these  I  shall  have  occasion  to  allude  to  ta  I  proceedt 
but  will  here  notice  one  preliminary  observation  of 
the  Senator  from  MassachuselU,  [Mr.  Wbbstu.]  That 
Senator  took  oeearion  to  say  that  the  vote  on  thia  resolu- 
tion would  form  a  test  questiont  that  those  who  vote 
against  the  reaolution  will  be  understood  as  being  favor- 
able to  the  ultra,  and,  as  he  regarded  them,  extreme 
opinions  of  the  Senator  from  Miasouri,  [Mr.  Bbittos,] 
regarding  the  currency  and  the  public  revenue,  and  ob- 
served ttiat  it  might  be  fortunate  the^iblic  is  to  be  thus 
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CM-^  aplMixed  of  what  w  to  be  ttie  poli^  of  the  nujori- 
tj,  ftnd  of  the  cominf^  sdministniion,  on  ihoH  important 
•ufojrcli.  He  had  heard  the  remark  with  •nmc  aarpriie, 
not  thinking  it  called  for  or  justified  by  the  occasion. 
Without  atoppinff  to  inquire  what  are  the  opiniona  of  the 
Senator  from  Misaouri,  or  what  Ihey  are  conaidered  to 
be  by  the  gentleman  from  Maaaachusetia,  he  must  be 
prrniittcd  to  tay  that  no  nioh  concltwom  could  joitly 
Mluw  the  decision  of  the  queation  before  (he  Senate. 

There  were  reaaon%  he  thought  weighty  reaaoni, 
which  would  jiistify  Senators  in  voting  against  this  reso- 
lutton^  without  committing  themselves  in  any  sense,  or 
in  sny  degree,  in  regard  to  the  great  questiona  of  cur- 
rency and  revenue,  to  which  the  Senator  had  referred. 
Without  reference  to  what  might-be  bts  opinion  as  to 
the  true  policy  of  the  Oovernmenl  in  the  collection  of 
the  rcremui  whether  from  the  public  landa  or  the  cub* 
tomi,  be  was  prepared  to  vote  agwnst  thli  resolution. 
To  paH  this  resolution,  would  be  to  censure  and  con- 
drain  an  act  of  the  Executive  as  being  wrong,  ab  iniiio, 
or  at  the  time  of  ita  adoption.  Whether  the  rule  pre- 
scribed in  the  Treasury  order  be  a  wise  and  just  one, 
for  tbc  settled  action  of  the  government,  ia  a  question 
cntirriy  distinct  from  that,  whether  it  may  have  been  ex* 
pedient  and  proper  at  the  time  it  was  adopted.  He  was 
satisfied  that  the  Treasury  oMer  could  be  justified,  view- 
ed as  a  temporary  measure  only,  intended  to  remedy 
evils  of  great  magnitude,  arising  from  the  extraordinary 
cireumatancea  connected  with  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands;  and  he  was  not  sure  that  this  was  not  tbe  true 
light  in  which  it  ought  to  be  considered.  It  was  the 
du^  of  the  Executive  to  watch  over  the  public  revenue, 
and  see  that  it  was  secure.  Was  there  no  hazard  from 
theextenHve  and  gambling  spectilationa  in  the  public 
lands  paid  for  only  in  bank  bills,  which  were  handed 
orer  by  the  receivers  to  the  deposite  banks  and  pUcrd 
to  tbe  credit  of  Ibe  United  Siatesf  A  large  portion  of 
tbe pnrebases  were  pa'd  for  in  bills  of  the  deposite  banks, 
which,  after  going  into  the  hands  of  the  receivers,  were 
lelurned  and  loaned  out  again,  to  go  through  the  aame 
operation.  This  was  virtually  reviving  ihe  old  credit 
qrilen,  as  tbe  United  Stales  received  nothing  but  credit 
br  the  lands.  If  there  was  no  hazard  to  the  revenue 
from  these  prvotieea,  and  from  the  magnitude  and  ex- 
tent of  the  sales  made  upon  this  kind  of  credit,  then  gen- 
tlemen over  the  way  had  altered  their  opinions  very 
much  within  the  last  rix  months.  During  tbe  last  session 
of  Congress,  we  were  repeatedly,  and  almost  daily,  told 
by  those  who  now  oppose  the  Treasury  order,  that  the 
ftinds  of  tbe  Government  in  the  Western  deposite  banks 
verc  insecure,  and  that  nothing  but  credit  was  received 
fi>r  the  public  lands.  Can  gentlemen  have  forgotten 
their  often-repeated  declarations  on  this  subject  f  If  so, 
they  must  be  blessed  with  short  memories.  Again  and 
again  did  Senators  refer  to  the  small  amount  of  specie  tn 
those  banks,  and  an  impression  was  attempted  to  be 
■■ude,  that  their  specie  funds  were  the  only  solid  securi- 
ty for  the  large  sums  due  the  United  States. 

The  order  was  calculated  to  correct,  and,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  no  doubt,  has  corrected,  this  evil.  It 
insured  something  valuable^  the  Itnd^'and  that  some- 
thing; valuable  was  tranclcrred  to  the  deposite  banks, 
and  formed  a  more  solid  basis  for  the  Government 
credits. 

The  order  was  also  calculated  to  check  speculation  in 
the  public  lands  which,  in  itself,  was  an  evil  of  no  small 
magnitude,  transferring  Ihe  best  part  of  the  national  do- 
main into  Ihe  bands  of  hearllesa  speculators,  lo  the  great 
injury  of  aettml  settler^  and  the  detriment  of  the  whole 
country.  Public  opinion  was  rinng  up  against  it,  and 
required  that  something  should  be  done  to  arrest  an  evil 
of  so  cztensave  and  seriouf  a  nature.  What  other  or 
better  mnsure  eould  have  been  adopted,  until  Congress 


should  convene,  which  might  adopt  such  fiirtber  legisla- 
tion in  regard  to  the  sales  of  tbe  lands  as  the  public  in- 
teresis  may  required 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  there  is  another  reason  why  I  can- 
not vote  for  the  resolution  before  the  Senate.  A  new 
rule  has  been  adopted  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  that  haa  been  in  operation  for  ■  time,  and  which 
has  a  tendency  to  check  speculstion.  I  would  not  repeal 
that  rule,  and  open  again  the  floodgates  of  apeculationt 
certainly  not  until  I  know  whether  Congress  will  pass 
any  act  regulating  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  It  ii,  I 
think,  the  duty  of  Congress  to  do  thist  the  interest  of 
the  country  requires  itt  public  sentiment  demands  it; 
and  it  is  strongly  recommended  by  ibe  President.  If 
Congress  suffer  the  session  to  pass  off,  without  attempt- 
ing to  regulate  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  so  as  to  check 
speeuhtion,  they  will  neglect  their  duty  to  the  country. 
Believing  thsl  there  will  be  additional  legislation  on  the 
subject,  which  may  supersede  the  Treasury  order,  be 
was  not  at  this  time  prepared  to  disturb  it.  Changes  ia 
any  extenaive  busineaa  are  always  attended  with  some 
inconvenience,  and  should  be  avoided  as  much  as  posst' 
hie.  When  it  shall  he  settled  that  Congress  will  not 
alter  tbe  system,  it  may  become  necessary  to  deode 
whether  the  rule  prescribed  in  the  order  shall  be  main- 
tained, or  tbe  old  practice  restoredt  and  if  we  do  any 
thing  on  this  subject,  our  action  should  be  more  compre- 
hensive} it  should  embrace  the  whole  subject,  and  be 
settled  by  law  what  currency  shall  be  received  for  (he 
payment  of  the  revenues,  not  only  fmm  the  lands,  hut 
from  customs  and  all  other  dues.  The  doubt  and  un. 
certainty  which  hangs  over  this  subject  ought  to  be  re- 
moved. 

For  these  reasons,  therefore,  he  should  vote  against 
rescinding  the  Treasury  order,  even  if  he  was  satisfied 
that  the  rule  it  prescribies  was  not  one  which  it  would  be 
expedient  and  just  to  establish  as  a  settled  policy. 

in  this  view  of  tbe  subject,  he  had  thrown  out  of  tbe 
case  the  legal  objection  which  has  been  raised  against 
the  Treasury  order. 

Mr.  Present,  there  are  two  general  grounds  of  ob- 
jection that  have  been  urged  against  the  order  which 
the  resolution  on  your  table  proposes  to  reseimi,  whtdi 
I  will  proceed  to  consider.  Tbe  first  objection  is,  that 
it  is  illegal;  Ihe  second,  that  its  operation  is  partial,  un- 
just, and  injurious  to  the  country,  and  has  been  the 
principal  cause  of  the  embarrasamenta  and  pressure  for 
money  which  have  been  ao  extensively  experienced. 

It  has  also  been  claimed  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
[Ur.  EwiHs,]  that  the  order  is  unconstitutional,  (hat  it 
conflicts  with  that  proviMon  of  the  constitution  which 
declares  that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled 
to  alt  the  rights  and  immumliesof  the  citizetts  of  the 
several  States."  This,  however,  is  a  very  small  point, 
so  small  that  the  Senator  seemed  to  find  it  difiicult  to 
stand  upon  itj  il  wss  quite  loo  small  for  him  to  waste  the 
time  of  (he  Senate  about,  and  he  should  therefore  pa«a 
it  over. 

Is  the  Treasury  order  contrary  to  law?  If  il  is,  it  ought 
to  he  rescinded,  without  regard  to  olber  considerations. 

Congress  is  empowered  to  lay  uxes,  and  to  aulhorize 
and  regulate  the  Bale  of  the  public  luidsi  and,  in  doing 
this,  it  can  no  doubt  direct  the  kind  of  money  or  curren- 
cy which  shall  he  received  in  payment.  Bui  if  it  neg- 
lect to  do  (hia,  il  becomes  the  duly  of  the  Executive, 
who  is  charged  with  executing  tbe  law,  to  receive  pay- 
ment for  taxes  and  landa  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  Slates.  What  that  legal  currency  is,  there  can  be 
no  dispute,  ao  that  the  only  question  which  can  arise  is, 
whether  there  b  any  law  which  authorizes  the  payment 
of  the  revenue  and  debts  due  the  United  Stales,  in  any 
other  currency,  or  in  any  o(her  way.  It  is  claimed  that 
tbe  jwnt  resolution  of  1816  require^  the  Secretary  of 

Digitized  byLnOOgIC 


107 


GALE8  &,  SKATON'S  REGISTI^R 


108 


SsvATi.]  Tmaury  Cireufar.  [Dso.  33*  1836. 


Ihe  TrMHiry  to  cnllect  the  tax«t  ind  debts  due  the  Uni- 
ted StKlet  in  a  earreney  different  Trom  tlie  tegtl  curren- 
cy of  the  country.  Th>t  resolution  provides  "  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  required  and  directed  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  to  cause, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  turns  of 
money,  aeeruinif  or  becominfr  payable  to  the  United 
States,  to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  leffal  currency  of 
the  United  States,  or  Treastiry  notes*  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and  de- 
clared, or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid 
on  demand  in  the  mid  lef^l  currency  of  the  United 
States;  and  that,  from  and  af^er  the  twentieth  day  of 
February  next,  no  such  dulins  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of 
money,  accruing  or  becoming  payxble  to  the  United 
States,  a>  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or  received 
otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency  of  Ihe  United  States, 
or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  UnilCfl 
States,  or  in  notea  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid 
on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the  United 
SUtet."  ' 
'  The  Senator  from  Mas<achusett<i,  in  a  labored  legal 
ar^ment,  has  attempted  to  prove  thitt  this  resolution 
creates  a  peculiar  currency  in  regard  to  all  branches  of 
the  public  revenue,  and  all  debts  due  the  United  States. 
He  not  only  muntains  that  Ihe  resolution  imposes  an  obli- 
gation on  the  Secretary  to  reoeive  the  notes  of  all  banks 
that  redeem  their  bills  in  specie  at  their  counters,  but 
also  that  it  enlarges  the  rights  of  payers,  that  it  confers 
on  the  debtors  of  the  United  Stales  the  legal  right  to 
pay  their  debts  in  paper  currency;  that  is,  in  Ihe  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks.  He  went  so  far  as  to  assert, 
and  stake  hti  reputation  as  a  lawyer  on  the  question,  that 
a  receiver*  who  should  refuse  to  receive  the  notes  of 
specie-paying  banks,  and  which  were  known  to  htm  to 
be  such,  would  render  himself  liable  to  an  action  by  the 
party  injured.  He  admits  that  the  fact  that  the  notes 
are  issued  by  banks  which  pay  their  bills  in  specie,  must 
be  made  known  to  the  receiver;  so  that,  upon  (his  con- 
struction of  (he  resolution,  the  receirability  of  paper  is 
to  depend  on  a  fact,  and  that  bet  is  to  be  decided  by  a 
subordinate  officer  of  the  Government.  The  argument 
of  the  gentleman,  howeverable,  wastnoelabmvte,  tnore> 
fined,  to  receive  his  assent.  He  had  never  believed  thxt 
profound  legal  science  was  very  necessary  in  construing 
a  plain  statute  )awt  nor  did  he  believe  that  men  of  emi- 
nent professional  skill  were  always  the  safest  expounders 
of  written  laws,  whether  staliites  or  constitutional  pro- 
visions. Cicero  said,  in  his  day,  that  the  lawyers  had 
spoiled  many  excellent  institutions  by  their  refinements; 
and  we  all  know  that,  in  our  own  times,  by  their  forced 
and  strained  constructions*  they  have  mystified  and  per* 
verted  many  plain- and  good  laws,  and  bewildered  the 
clearest  minds.  Whether  we  look  to  the  language  or 
Ihe  manifest  object  and  purpnse  of  the  renlution  of  1816, 
he  thought  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  understanding 
it.  We  are  told  by  legal  writers,  that,  in  fpiving  a  con- 
struction to  statutes,  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  the  gen* 
eral  object  of  the  law,  the  evils  and  mischieh  (hat  exist- 
ed, and  which  the  act  was  designed  to  retnovet  snd  more 
especially  is  this  said  lo  be  necessary  when  the  language 
of  an  act  is  doubtful  or  smbiguous. 

What  waa  the  object  of  the  resolution  of  1816,  and  what 
were  the  evils  it  was  intended  to  remedy  f  It  is  said  that 
its  object  was  to  enlarge  the  rights  of  the  debtors  of  the 
United  Staiei^  and  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  debts  in  a 
more  eonveiuent  and  ea<y  manner.  But  docs  this  ap* 
pea^  on  Ihe  face  of  the  resolution*  Is  it  inferrible  from 
ilatitle?  And  if  we  look  to  the  state  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  condition  of  the  revenue  at  the  time  the  res- 
olution was  adopted,  we  cannot  fail  to  discover  the 
evils  which  this  resolution  was  intended  to  remedy, 
instead  of  its  object  beioy  to  enlarge  the  rights  of  the. 


debtors  of  the  Government,  it  wa<  designed  to  restrict 
them,  and  did  restrict  them.  Whst  was  the  condition 
of  your  Trea^iry  atlhat  period,  and  how  waa  the  revenue 
collected  >  There  was  then  in  the  Treasury  more  than 
one  million  of  dollars  in  the  bills  of  broken  bank<;  and 
the  public  revenue  had  been  collected  in  the  notea  of 
banks  wliich  did  not  redeem  them  in  specie;  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  banks  In  the  Union,  which  had  siispeitded 
specie  pavmenia  during  the  war,  had  not  resumed  them. 
This  resolution  expressly  limited  the  Secretary  so  ftr  as 
not  to  permit  him  to  receive  any  bills  of  banks  which 
did  not  redeem  them  with  specie.  He  is  expressly  pro* 
hibtted  from  receiving  the  notes  of  nnn-specie-psying 
banks;  and  it  was  left  optional  with  him  to  collect  thu 
public  revenue  either  in  the  lawful  currency  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  or  in  Treasury  notes,  or  in  the  notes  of  s|ie- 
cie-paying  bsnks.  So  far,  a  discretion  was  still  left  with 
the  Secretary;  hut  the  discretion  he  had  exercised  of 
taking  bills  of  banks  which  d'<d  not  pay  their  notes  in 
specie,  wss  taken  from  him.  These  bills  were  received 
by  the  Bdnk  of  the  United  States  only  as  special  depoa- 
■tes,  and  the  loss  was  thrown  upon  the  Treasury, 

This  resotuiion  was  only  an  instruction  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treaaiiry;  it  has  neither  the  form  nor  the 
language  nf  a  public  act.  The  title  shows  clearly  that 
the  object  of  Congress  was  solely  to  secure  the  Treasury* 
and  guard  it  against  a  loss  from  bad  money.  It  is  enti- 
tled ■*  A  resolution  relative  to  the  more  effectual  collec- 
tion of  the  public  revenue."  Can  a  mere  instruction  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the 
Government,  chanf;e  the  rights  or  obligations  of  the 
debtors  of  the  United  States^  Suppose  a  creditor  should 
instruct  his  agent  to  receive  payment  for  a  debt  in  some 
other  than  the  legal  currency,  or  to  take  less  than  the 
sum  due,  or  to  receive  payment  in  some  kind  of  proper- 
ty, would  this  confer  on  the  debtor  the  le^l  right  to 
pay  hi^  debt,  and  discharge  his  liability,  in  either  of  the 
wa;  8  specified?  On  a  suit  by  the  creditor,  could  he 
avail  himself  of  such  instructions  to  vary  the  nature  of 
his  liability? 

The  construction  here  contended  for  had  always 
been  given  In  the  resolution  of  1816;  and  Ihe  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  bad,  on  former  occasions,  regarded 
it  in  the  same  light,  as  had  been  shown  by  the  extracts 
read  from  his  speech  and  report  by  the  Senator  iProm 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Bkwtoit.]  It  was  a  very  extraordinary 
position  attempted  to  be  maintained,  that  for  twei  <y 
years  there  had  been  a  public  law  in  force  in  the  United 
States,  conferring  on  paper  money,  or  bank  bills,  the 
legal  character  of  gold  and  silver,  so  far  as  regards  the 
payment  of  the  revenue  and  all  debts  due  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  country  has  been  unappriied  of  the 
existence  of  such  law.  An  act  to  legaliie  papermoney, 
and  make  it  a  lawful  lender  fur  all  debts  to  (he  United 
States,  is  one  of  great  importance,  and  would  ha%-e  been 
likely  to  have  excited  general  interest  and  attention. 

The  sixteenth  section  of  the  act  chartering  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  provides  that  the  deposites  ofthe 
moneys  of  the  United  States  shall  be  made  in  that  bank 
and  its  brancbea.  But  the  bank  had  refused  lo  receive 
the  billa  of  certain  banks*  notwithstanding  they  were  re- 
deemed in  specie,  and  had  been  Justified  by  Congreu 
in  so  doing,  in  a  report  to  that  effect,  drawn  up  by  the 
Senator  himself.  But  if  the  resolution  of  1816  gave  to 
the  bills  of  State  banks  all  (he  character  of  gold  and  ail* 
ver,  so  far  as  regarda  dues  to  tlie  Government*  theti 
such  bills  were  Ihe  "  money  of  Ihe  United  Staler  and 
the  bank  was  bound  by  its  cliarter  to  receive  them  on 
deposile. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  referred  to  the  fact* 
that  the  President  last  session  sent  a  message  to  Con- 
gress recommending  the  repeal  of  the  fourteenth  arc- 
tioQ  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of^tbe  United  States 
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whidi  repaired  tinit  the  nntes  of  that  b«nk  should  be 
receired  m  «ll  piymenta  to  the  United  Sittei.  He 
could  not  perceive  what  inference  could  be  drawn  from 
tititfacr,  fiiTonble  to  the  gentleouin'i  purpoiet  but  it 
ipprared  to  htm  that  the  necessary  inrerence  was  direct' 
]y  the  contrary.  The  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  were  made  rcceirable  by  the  Government,  by  a 
dbUnet  provisioR  in  iu  ehartert  and  the  President  wish- 
ed that  section  repealed*  which  woutd  place  them  on 
die  same  footing  asoiher  bank  bills.  But  if  the  Sen- 
ator ie  correct  in  bis  argument,  it  would  have  been  of 
no  use  to  repeal  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  bank  cliar- 
ler,  as  the  United  States  woutd  still  have  been  obliged 
to  receive  the  bills  of  that  bank,  under  the  resolution  of 
1816.  Moreover,  the  fourteenth  section  was  never  of 
any  importance  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if,  as 
iscontended,  the  resolution  of  1816  gave  to  the  bills  of 
all  specie-paying  banki  the  character  ofreceivabiltty  fur 
debts  payable  to  the  United  States.  The  bills  of  the 
State  banks,  so  ftr  as  regarded  (he  Government,  stood 
OB  the  same  footing  as  those  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates;  althouf^h  it  has  always  been,  claimed  that  the 
privilege  conferred  by  the  fourteenth  section  formed  a 
part  of  the  consideration  for  which  the  corporation  had 
paid  a  bonus  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Prerident,  if  there  is  any  doubt  in  regard  to  the 
legal  import  and  effect  of  the  resolution  oflSId,  siill 
Ifaere  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  kind  of  etirrency 
which  ia  receivable  for  the  sales  of  the  public  land^. 
IV  fourth  section  of  the  set  of  1830,  which  superseded 
tlie  credit  system,  and  required  that  sales  should  be 
nude  for  cash  payments,  settles  that  question.  The 
jH«vUo  to  the  fourth  section  is,  *'  that  no  such  lands 
■hall  be  sold  at  any  pablic  sale  hereby  authorized,  for  a 
kn  price  than  one  dollar  and  twenty<fire  eents,  nor  on 
say  other  terms  than  cash  paymf  nta."  This  section,  it 
is  true,  ia  confined  to  lands  forfeited  to  the  United  ^ 
Siatest  but  ita  spirit  and  language  are  in  perftrct  accurd- 
snee  with  the  other  sections  of  the  set.  The  clause 
"cash  payments,"  must  be  understood  in  its  ordinary 
icceplation,  in  which  sense  it  does  not  mean  Treasury 
notes,  nor  the  notes  of  banks,  but  money,  which  is  a  ' 
legal  tender  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Staten.  In  the 
ordmary  aeeeplation,  "oadi"  aigntfica  money,  or  that 
currency  which  is  a  lawful  tender  for  debts.  Any  other 
construction  woutd  be  to  trifle  with  language,  and  an 
insult  to  common  sense. 

Mr.  N.  said  that,  without  consuming  more  time  on  that 
point,  be  was  satisfied  that  the  objection  to  the  Treasury 
Older,  on  the  ground  of  its  illegality,  was  en(ir«^ty  un- 
founded. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  would  now  proceed  to  submit  a  few 
remarks  on  the  other  division  of  the  subject.  Has  the 
Treasury  order  operated  unjustly  and  injuriously  to  the 
interest  of  the  country?  Has  it  caused  the  embarrassments 
and  pressure  for  money  which  have  prevailed  so  exten- 
sively and  disastrously  throughrut  the  country,  and  partic- 
ularly in  the  large  commercial  cities?  All  these  evils  have 
been  ^rged  upon  it,  as  the  results  of  the  derangement 
it  liaa  occasioned  in  the  bu«ness  and  monetary  concerns 
of  the  coQBtry.  In  regard  to  the  dtserimioalion  or  ex- 
ception ^m  its  operation  in  behalf  of  actual  settlers,  and 
the  dtixens  of  the  States  in  «hich  the  lands  were  sold,  as 
that  exception  had  now  ceased,  he  would  not  spend  any 
time  upon  it. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  {Mr.  CmTTCSoxii]  asked, 
«iih  an  air  of  triumph,  what  bad  been  the  good  effecls 
of  the  order?  Whilst  its  evils  have  been  so  manifest, 
and  of  such  great  magnitude,  we  have  a  right,  said  he, 
to  call  on  ita  advoeatct  to  punt  out  its  benefits.  Mr.  N. 
ssid  that,  in  his  prelimiiury  remarks,  he  referred  to  what 
appeared  to  tiave  been  some  of  the  beneficial  effects  nf 
the  order,  and  b«  would  not  repeat  them.   They  were 


such,  XoOf  he  believed,  u  were  contemplated  by  the  Ex> 
eeutive  at  the  time  the  order  was  adopted.  Hut  u  Uiose 
who  supported  the  resolution  before  the  Senate  took 
the  afllrmative  of  the  issuf,  he  might,  perhaps,  with 
more  propriety,  call  on  them  to  point  nut  the  evil  conse- 
quences of  the  order.  This  they  have  attempted  to  do, 
but  he  thought  with  no  very  great  success.  It  has  been- 
boldly  asserted,  that  the  Treasury  order  had  deranged 
the  currency,  and  occasioned  (he  existing  difficulties  and 
pressure  in  regard  to  money,  which  he  admitted  to  be 
very  aevere.  This,  sir,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  is  no  new  com* 
plaint  against  the  present  administration.  It  is  the  old 
slory,  which  has  been  so  ofien  r^eated  within  the  last 
tevt  years,  that  its  authors  on  the  present  occasion  can 
lay  no  claima  to  originality.  On  his  way  to  this  city, 
during  a  short  detention  in  New  York,  he  had  a  con- 
venstion  with  a  merchant,  wlio  complained  not  only  of 
the  times,  hut  of  (he  Oovemmenl.  It  was,  however,  only 
a  repetition  of  the  old  story,  of  tampering  with  the  cur- 
rency!—-wtt*  upon  the  currenc)!  When  will  the  Gov- 
ernment  cease  tampering  with  the  currency?  These 
complaints  come  with  an  ill  grace  from  bankers,  brokers, 
and  merchants,  who  are  strenuous  supporters  of  that  in- 
flated system  of  paper  money  and  credit,  whose  inherent 
defects  are  the  source  of  the  very  evils  which  they  de- 
nounce. Mr.  N.  said  that  whenheheardcomplaintalike 
these,  he  waaforabty  reminded  of  an  anecdote  of  Doctor 
Franklin,  who,  when  in  Europe,  was  a  member  of  a 
learned  society,  which  bad  a  regulation,  that  on  certain 
occasions  each  member  was  to  surest  snme  problem  in 
physical  science,  and  each  one  preaent  was  to  give  an 
explanation  impromptu.  The  Doctor,  who  was  fond  of 
starling  game  fur  philosophers,  as  he  called  it,  proposed 
this  question:  "  How  it  was  to  be  accounted  for,  that  a 
barrel  of  fish  would  contain  more  salt  than  the  barrel 
without  the  fish?"  The  explaoations  gltcn  by  learned 
savans,  although  extrt  mely  ingenious,  did  not  appear  to 
be  entirely  satisfactory.  At  hat  all  eyes  were  turned 
towards  the  Doctor,  who,  it  was  stipp<»ed,  could  give  a 
satisfactory  solution  of  a  problem  he  had  suggested. 
**  Geniiemen,"  said  he,  **  in  the  first  place,  the  fact  is 
not  so."  So  in'regnrd  to  the  complaints  of  merchants 
and  polilinan^  so  often  repeated,  of  tampering  with  the 
curreney,  it  ii  a  sufficient  answer 'to  say,  the  fact  is  not 
so.  Tbne  charges  are  without  foundation,  even  if  we 
consider  currency  in  the  very  compreliensive  sense  in 
which  it  appears  to  be  reganled  by  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Webstxb,]  who,  if  he  correctly  nn- 
derstood  him,  appears  to  Consider  currency  as  compre- 
hending not  only  bank  bills,  but  bills  of  exchange,  and 
every  description  of  psper  which  was  used  to  facilitate 
the  transactions  of  commerce.  This  appeared  to  liim  to 
be  altogether  too  comprehensive  a  view  of  (he  subject  of 
currency,  even  ina  commercial  sense.  It  appeared  to  be 
confounding  currency  and  credit,  which  he  hud  aupposed 
were  essen  ially  distinct.  In  ihesmallbook  which  every 
Senator  has  on  his  table,  (containing  (he  constitution  of 
the  United  States,)  is  a  much  better  definition:  lie  there 
found,  that  Congress  stiall  have  power  to  ciiin  money, 
regulate  the  value  thereof  and  of  foreign  coin.**  Here 
we  find  what  is  the  legal  ami  constitutional  curreney  of 
ibe  United  States.  Gold  and  silver,  either  (he  coinsge 
of  the  United  States  or  foreign  coin,  tlie  va'ue  of  wliicli 
has  been  fixed  snci  reguUted  by  a  law  of  Congress,  con- 
stitute the  oi.ly  currency  known  to  the  constitution. 

But,  in  a  commercial  sense,  or  in  the  comnrnn  accepta- 
tion, whatever  circulates  as  money,  and  is  received  as 
snch,  in  the  ordinary  transactions  or  siiciely,  may  be 
considered  as  a  part  of  the  currency  of  (he  country)  and 
in  this  view  of  the  subject,  bank  bills  form  a  part  of  our 
currency.  But  if  we  admit  the  bills  of  our  banks  to  be 
a  component  part  of  the  currency  of  the  country,  still 
the  complaints,  of  which  we  bare  Jward  so  Dtueh  fur 
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tome  years  put,  kre  without  tny  just  roimdation.  What 
«re  the  acta  ofthia  sdminiatration,  which  have  been  de- 
nounced as  tampering  with  the  currency,  and  making 
war  on  the  currency }  The  first  of  tiiem  ia  the  veto  of 
the  President  of  ihe  bill  for  rechartering  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales.  This  may  have  been  a  Dold  meanire, 
but  great  evila  require  powerful  remedieat  and  it  was 
confirmed  and  fully  sustained  by  tbe  people,  and  after- 
wards by  Congress,  which  refuaed  to  give  the  bank  an- 
other charter.  If  Ihia  meaaure  had  succeeded  in  destroy- 
ing the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  it  might  be  consid- 
ered, in  some  measure,  as  interfering  with  (he  currency 
or  the  country,  if  it  can  be  made  out  that  the  bitia  of  that 
bank  possessed  any  essential  qualities  as  money,  or  cur- 
rency, which  do  not  appertain  to  the  bills  of  the  Stale 
banks.  But  he  did  not  consider  that  the  bilU  of  that 
bank  posaeaaed  any  material  advantages,  as  money,  over 
those  of  the  State  banks;  for  such  were  its  regulations, 
that  Ihe  different  branches,  so  far  as  respects  the  re- 
demption of  their  bills,  were  so  many  independent  banks. 
It  was  not  necessary,  however,  to  consider  this  question, 
because  the  bank  had  not  ceased  to  exist.  No,  unfor- 
tunately for  the  country,  the  *'  rooiisler"  still  livest  and, 
according  (o  the  decl  irationaof  its  president,  at  the  very 
time  of  ita  reiuscitation,  under  a  charter  ob'ained  from 
one  of  the  States,  it  inherits  a  circulation  of  twenty-two 
millions,  and  a  credit  throughout  the  world.  We  have 
tbe  word  of  ita  president  that  the  bank  still  posaeaaea  ila 
euential  ability  to  do  good,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
it  has  lost  none  of  its  powers  of  mischief.  Whether  for 
giiod  or  for  evil,  then,  the  bank  slill  eziata,  and  the 
country  has  the  benefit,  if  auch  it  ia,  of  that  paper  cur- 
rency which  it  can  supply. 

l^ie  next  act  which  has  been  condemned  aa  an  act  of 
war  upon  the  currency,  ia  the  Treasury  order  for  re- 
moving the  public  deposttes  in  18J3.  Tbiis  as  is  well 
known,  occasioned  Kreat  excitement;  the  meaaure  was 
denounced,  in  this  hall  and  elsewhere,  as  illegal,  uncon- 
sli'utional,  and  an  alarming  usurpation,  calculated  to 
derange  the  currency,  destroy  public  and  private  credit, 
and  prostrate  the  entire  business  of  the  country.  Now 
the  exilement  has  gone  by,  and  the  tngry  waves  sub- 
aided,  and  the  measure  already  become,  in  some  sense, 
a  matter  of  history,  we  can  look  back  upon  it  dispas- 
sionately and  calmly.  And  what  was  this  alarming  act 
of  usurpation,  iliia  war  upon  the  currency  and  credit  of 
the  country,  which  was  to  paralyze  all  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  nation?  He  did  not  speak  with  any  refer- 
ence tn  ila  legality  or  const  i'.utioinlity,  but  solely  with 
regard  to  ita  effect  on  the  currency  and  credit.  Why, 
sir,  (uid  Mr.  N.,)  thia  measure  convated  simply  of  an 
order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  changing  the 
place  of  deposite  of  tlie  public  revenue,  at  a  time  when 
the  money  in  the  Treasury  amounted  lo  but  about  nine 
millions  of  dollars.  The  measure  related  only  to  the 
money  of  the  United  States;  it  had  no  application  what- 
ever to  the  currency  of  the  country,  whether  metallic  or 
paper;  it  had  no  operation  upon  commerce,  or  duties, 
or  importations,  lliis  act,  which  was  said  lo  derange 
the  currency  and  destroy  credit,  was  nothing  more  than 
the  control  and  management  of  the  funds  belonging  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  no  way  interfering 
with  (he  transactions  of  commerce,  or  currency,  or 
credit.  Cannot  (he  Government  take  cjre  of  their  own 
funds,  and  maniige  them  as  they  think  best,  without  be- 
ing chafed  with  making  war  on  tbe  currency?  without 
an  outcry  from  bankers,  brokers,  *nA  tnerchants,  that 
their  business  is  injured,  and  the  whole  country  exposed 
to  ruin?  Must  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  consult  the 
bankers  before  he  can  decide  on  any  measnre  In  relation 
lo  tlie  public  funds?  If  an  act,  having  no  bearing  on 
commerce,  in  no  way  directly  affecting  any  of  Ihe  inter- 
ests of  the  rountry,  and  which  merely  changed  the 


places  of  deposite  of  the  public  revenues,  could  have 
occasioned  the  aerious  consequencea  whicti  were  char- 
ged upon  it — the  derangement  of  Ihe  currency,  prostra- 
tion of  credit,  the  wide-spread  embarrassments  and  dis- 
tress which  prevailed — the  case  would  afford  the 
strongest,  the  moat  irresistible*  argument  against  the 
whole  paper  credit  aystem.  If  these  consequences  did 
follow  from  so  small  a  cause,  it  proves  the  miserable, 
wretched  condition  of  your  paper  currency,  which  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  seems  to  consider  as  prefera- 
ble to  gold  and  silver. 

Untsable  and  bad  as  he  considered  the  paper  currency 
of  the  country,  he  would  make  no  such  charge  against 
it;  he  did  not  believe  it  could  be  deranged,  and  tbe 
whole  country  involved  in  difficulty  and  distress,  by  so 
tricing  a  cause.  No^  sir,  tliere  was  at  that  period  a  war 
upon  the  currency;  but  it  did  not  come  from  the  Exec- 
utive, or  this  Government,  but  from  the  Hank  of  the 
United  States,  and  other  banks  which  from  fear  or  favor 
co-operated  wiih  it  in  its  measures  intended  to  distress 
the  country,  and  create  a  panic.  That  war  on  the  cur- 
rency and  on  the  country  came  from  the  great  mam- 
moth of  the  paper  system,  which  possessed  more  pow«^r 
over  the  currency  than  this  Government;  which  could 
make  paper  money  plenty  or  scarce  at  its  pleasure.  At 
tliis  day,  he  believed  no  one  could  be  found  who  would 
maintain  that  the  embarrassments  and  distreu  which  pre- 
vailed during  almost  ihe  entire  year  of  1834^  were  oc- 
casioned by  the  change  which  was  made  in  the  mamge- 
mcnt  of  ihe  public  revenue, 

Mr.  N.  said  he  now  came  to  consider  the  last  measure 
which  had  been  condemned  asa  tampering  with  tbe  cur- 
rency—the Treasury  order  of  the  11th  July,  requiring 
cash  paymenta  for  the  public  lands,  it  is  claimed  that 
the  money  pressure  which  has  prevailed  fur  months 
past,  and  which  still  continues,  has  been  occasioned  by 
this  new  regulation  as  to  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Websteb}  did  not 
seem  to  advance  this  opinion  with  confidence-;  he  said 
there  was  a  complication  of  causes;  that  lliis  order,  with 
other  causes,  had  occasioned  the  existing  difficulties; 
but  when  he  came  to  point  out  the  other  causes,  they 
did  not  appear  to  be  very  numerous  or  complicated, 
and  all  of  them  centered  in  the  executive  depaMment  of 
the  G-)vernment.  The  complication  of  causes  appeared 
to  consist  of  but  two;  the  Treasury  order,  and  the  exe- 
ciiiion  of  the  deposite  act,  or  tbe  apprehension  of  the 
manner  in  which  (hat  act  was  to  be  executed.  That  the 
deposite  act  had  contributed  to  increase  the  money  pres. 
sure,  Mr.  N.  did  not  doubt;  but  what  properly  belonged 
to  tbe  act,  ought  not  to  be  charged  to  the  execution,  or 
the  apprehended  execution.  He  relucUntly  gave  his 
support  to  that  act,  although  sensible  at  the  time  that  it 
would  increase,  ralher  than  relieve,  the  pressure  for 
money,  which  prevailed.  But  it  had  not  been  shown 
that  any  censure  was  justly  chargeable  upon  Ihe  Secre- 
tary for  the  execution  of  tite  law.  It  was  imposuble  but 
that  the  act  should  oreasion  some  tempwary  inconveni- 
ence in  the  monetary  concerns  of  tbe  country.  It  dis- 
piisea  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  nesrly  fnrly  million^ 
upon  principles  altogether  foreign  to  the  commercial 
principles  which  control  and  regulate  the  moneyed  e«pi> 
tal  of  (he  country.  Population  is  not  the  priuciple  upon 
which  commerce  distributes  money. 

Mr.  N.  said  that,  in  relation  to  the  Treasury  order,  he 
would  not  deny  tliat  in  some  small  degree  it  may  have 
increased  the  difficulties  which  exisL  It  had  increased 
the  demand  for  specie,  and  that  was  the  principal  ob> 
ject  of  the  measure,  to  obtain  something  of  real  value 
for  the  public  lands.  Ita  operation  has  been  to  replen> 
ish  the  deposite  banks  in  the  West  wiih  specie  funds, 
and  to  draw  them  from  the  banks  at  the  East,  which  has 
to  some  extent,  diminished  the  ahjhiy  of  (he  latter  Ui 
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make  Imns.  But  a  eonlracilon  of  the  paper  cum ney 
had  long  before  commencedt  and  that  contraction  must 
neeeasmrily  produce  a  curtailment  in  the  loani  and  dis- 
count* of  bank^.  The  Treasury  order  only  eompefiittd 
with  other  causes  'in  producing  results  which  were  inev- 
!t*b)«.  To  regard  the  Treasury  order  as  the  efficient 
caaae  of  the  present  crisis  wruld  be  like  an  attempt  to 
find  one**  way  by  a  taper,  and  close  bis  eyes  to  the  sun, 
which  was  enl'ghlening  the  world.  The  real  cause  of 
the  ejaating  preasore  iB  much  broader  snd  deeper  than 
the  I'reasury  ordert  it  ts  a  cause  which  is  inherent  in  the 
banking  syiicnu  and  in  that  paper  (iurrency  which  we 
have  just  heard  commended  as  prefcrabie  to  gold  and 
ailTer.  Tliere  are  laws  which  act  upon  and  control  the 
paper  syaieffl  of  currency,  supplied  by  banks,  which  are 
as  immutable  as  Ihoae  that  govern  the  physical  unirerse. 
One  of  these  laws  is,  that  a  sudden  expanrion  of  the  cur- 
rency, even  to  an  inconsiderable  amount)  givea  an  undue 
stimulus  tu  enterprise,  that  oecaNooa  overtrading  and 
^lecalation,  which  will  continue  to  increase,  until  they 
are  checked  by  a  reaction  in  the  money  market,  when 
a  contrsction  of  the  currency  enaues,  by  the  banks  be- 
ing obliged  to  curtail  their  discounts.  This  occasions  a 
scarcity  of  money. 

But  it  teems  to  be  denied  that  there  hu  been  any  dan> 
geroDs  or  easrntial  rnlugement  of  the  paper  cutrency. 
TTie  Senator  from  Mdssaebusetta  admits  that  there  baa 
been  ■  great  sugmentatiun  of  banking  capital  within  the 
lut  two  or  three  years,  but  atlribules  it  to  the  rapid  and 
unparatleled  S'lvance  in  the  value  of  real  es'ate  and  oth- 
er property.  It  appeared  lo  him  this  was  taking  the  ef- 
fect for  the  cauae.  What  has  occasioned  the  rapid  rise  in 
the  price  of  real  estate  and  other  property }  Is  it  not  the 
flood  of  paper  money  with  which  the  country  baa  been  in- 
undated fur  the  last  few  year**  and  the  wide>spread  and 
exlravagsnt  specnlalinns  to  which  it  has  given  rise?  If 
ibii  was  not  tlie  caiw,  he  would  like  to  know  what  it 
was.  Has  there  nnt  been  an  alarming  increase  of  bank 
capital,  and,  of  course,  bank  circulation,  the  last  few 
years>  The  bank  capital  of  tjie  State  banks  was  esli- 
nttietl  by  Mr.  Gillalin,  in  1830,  at  ntnety-five  millions  of 
dollara,  and  ihe  bank  circulation  st  thirty-nine  millions. 
Tfoe  annua)  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  year 
ago,  contained  returns  from  nearly  all  the  Sttte  banks)  ac- 
cording to  which,  the  capital  of  the  Stale  banks,  on  the 
I»t  January,  1S35,  amounted  lo  about  ninety-six  milMuns, 
their  circulation  to  ab»ut  eighty-six  millions.  Since  that 
period,  Ihe  increase  of  bank  capital  has  bren  astonish- 
ingly rapid.  It  is  thought  to  have  exceeded  one  hun- 
dred m-ilionsi  and  the  circuUtiun  lo  have  been  increased 
fifty  millions.  But  in  addition  to  this,  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  been  recliarlered  Iheyearpist,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  Ui'irly-6vc  milliona,  and  has  the  poaaession  of  seven 
minioni  belonging  to  the  United  Slates;  making  a  capital 
of  forty-two  milltont.  During  the  past  year,  there  has 
alK>  been  a  sum  of  from  thirty  to  Toriy  millions  of  dollarn 
of  the  public  revenue  in  the  deposiie  banks,  which  has 
been  used  for  blinking  purposes,  and  constituted  a  part 
nf  ifaetr  capital.  Tlie  whole  addition  lo  the  banking 
capital  of  the  countiy,  sitKC  January,  28j5,  must  consid- 
erably exceed  one  hundred  and  5fty  millions  of  dollar?, 
and  the  addition  to  the  circulation  fifty  railliont. 

In  hia  repcrl,  the  present  session,  the  Secretary  esti- 
mates the  circulation  of  bank  paper,  on  the  first  of  the 
present  month,  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  millionsi  but 
lliinka  that  in  July  tt  considerably  exceeded  that  sum. 
.Mr.  N.  thought  this  estimate  below  the  truth,  because  it 
was  found  that  the  issues  of  banks  would  bear  a  certain 
pmponion  to  their  capital*.  If  it  was  true,  as  was  sup- 
p'laed  by  Adam  Smttn,  who  wrote  at  a  time  when  the 
subject  of  banking  waa  vpry  imperfectly  understood, 
that  no  more  paper  money  cuuld  be  circulated  than 
would  supply  the  specie  which  it  (breed  out  of  circuh- 
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tlon,  the  creation  of  banking  capital  would  not  add  to 
the  psper  currency.  Hut  that  principle  b  ineorrectt  tba 
paper  issues  of  banks  are  found  to  depend  mainly  on  the 
capital  whicl)  shall  be  empluyed  in  banking  operalioni. 
What  proportion  the  circulation  will  bear  to  the  banking 
cspilal  was  not  clearly  establishrd,  but  it  would  not  vary 
far  from  thirty  per  cent.  If  gentlemen  will  look  into 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treisury,  just  laid  on 
our  lablea,  they  will  find  that  the  depoaite  bank^  with  a 
capital  of  seventy-aeven  millions  have  a  oirculation  of 
forty-one  millions,  or  more  than  fifty  per  cent.  These 
banks,  it  is  true,  possess  large  sums  in  deponte,  so  that 
their  circulation  is,  no  doubt,  considerably  larger,  tn 
proportion  to  their  capita),  than  Ihe  general  average. 

Sir,  (said  Mr,  N.,)  are  we  t-i  be  told,  in  the  face  of 
these  strong  facls^  that  there  has  been  no  undue  enlarge- 
ment of  the  paper  currency  and  the  credit  qrslem  the 
last  two  years?  Are  we  to  believe  that  tbis  increase  Ihs 
been  occasioned  hy  the  general  rise  in  the  value  of  prop- 
erty >  Has  property  advanced  nearly  Bfly  per  cent,  m 
two  years?  And  if  such  was  the  fact,  what  reaaon  can 
be  assigned  for  such  an  unprecedented  adyance  in  the 
value  of  property  in  so  short  a  period,  except  the  super- 
abundance of  (he  paper  currency? 
^  l*bat  the  flood  of  paper  money,  and  the  great  cxtcn- 
•ion  of  bank  credits,  were  the  origiiul  and  efficient  cause 
of  the  embarrassments  and  difflcuuiea  which  had  prevailed 
for  nearly  one  year,  was  clear  beyond  any  reasonable 
doubt.  Kven  a  very  small  addition  lo  the  currency  ex* 
cites  to  over-irading  and  speculation,  and  an  advance  of 
prices.  This  has  been  found  to  be  invariably  the  caie 
in  Bnghnd,  and  in  this  country  since  the  eatabliahment 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  All  periods  of  excite- 
ment and  speculation,  in  both  countries,  have  been  pre- 
ceded by  an  increase  of  money  or  credit,  or  both.  The 
year  1835  and  the  first  half  of  the  year  183^  have  been 
distinguished  for  speculation  in  stoclv,  real  estate,  and 
every  kind  of  property,  and  for  the  unprecedented  mul' 
tiplication  of  joint  block  companies,  for  almost  every  con- 
ceivable object.  A  reaction  bus  ensued,  an  j  there  is  now 
great  distress  in  that  country  for  money,  as  well  as  in  this. 
This  spirit  of  speculation  and  gambling  is  there  attribu- 
ted to  an  expansion  of  the  paper  currency,  although  the 
increase  of  paper  appears  to  be  trifling  compared  to 
what  has  taken  place  in  this  country.  In  1833,  there 
were  but  thirty-four  joint  stock  banks  in  England,  and 
in  July,  1836,  they  had  increased  to  seventy-aeven. 
Tlieir  issues  in  1834  were  £1,783,600,  and  in  1836, 
jC3,094,035,  being  an  increase  of  less  than  a  million  snd 
a  half.  In  the  mean  tiaie,  the  private  banks  had  not  in- 
creased, but  to  a  amalf  amount  had  cmtracted  their  is- 
sues. So  small  an  addition  to  the  paper  currency  u  tbia 
is  considered  as  the  cauae  of  the  rage  of  ^leoulation  and 
gambling  which  has  prevailed,  atid  of  the  distreH  that 
has  followed. 

Mr.  N.  said  thai,  in  support  and  corroboration  of  these 
views,  he  would  ask  the  Secretary  lo  read  aome  short 
extracts  from  two  recent  writers  in  thai  country,  which 

he  had  copied: 

Exiraet  from  Mitahcl. 

"  In  1819,  the  Rank  of  Bngland  and  the  ccuntry  bsnkt 
curtailed  their  issues  about  15  per  ceni.,  and  consols  fell 
about  14  per  cent.)  in  1830,  the  country  banks  curtailed 
33  per  cent.)  in  1831,  28  per  cent.  A  fall  of  prices 
and  scarcity  of  money  followed)  and  1819,  '20,  and '31, 
were  years  of  great  dislreu  in  England.  One  of  the 
great  evils  from  the  great  fluctuation  in  the  amount  of 
the  currency,  is  the  spirit  of  gambling  which  it  engen- 
ders. It  is  the  sudden  abundance  of  money,  which  it 
the  main-spring  of  all  gambling  transactions  in  our  funds, 
a>.d  in  articlea  of  general  consumption)  and  the  rise  in 
prices  is  forced  by  ^eculitire  buving  and  MJling,  con- 
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•iderkbly  bej-ond  the  «etul  incmia  of  the  currency.  It 
w  to  ihit  cause  alone,  xnd  under  every  drcunwianee 
which,  aa  «  nation,  we  can  be  placed,  that  I  attribute 
the  whole  ufihe  apeculationi,  now  and  heretoforr,  that 
have  appeared  to  begin  in  proiper'tty,  and  (o  end  in  the 
diitress  and  ruin  or  thouaands. 

*<  The  speculatiTe  rlie  probably  exceeds  tlie  addition 
to  the  squares  added.  If  3  per  cent,  is  added,  pricea 
will  rise  8;  if  8,  33  per  cent.  If,  on  the  other  band,  there 
is  a  contnction  of  8  per  cent,  it  will  be  attended  with  a 
611  of  publ  c  credit  and  confidence  in  buying  and  selling. 
These  are  the  evils,  and  they  are  erili  of  great  mignt. 
tude,  that  attend  the  use  oftlie  paper  currency.  There 
is  a  range  of  contraction  and  expansion  in  the  use  of  pa- 
per,  that  does  not  belong  (o  a  metallic  currency,  and 
which,  perhaps,  does  more  than  counterbalance  all  the 
advantages  to  a  nation  from  the  use  of  paper." 

Extraelfrom  the  Edinburgh  Review,  vol.  4,  No.  2. 

"  In  a  country  so  opulent  as  this,  and  so  rapiilly  in- 
creasing in  wealth  and  population,  the  too  great  ardor 
of  speculation,  and  the  miac^tlculalion  of  producers,  muxt 
necessarily  sometimei  occasion  over-trading,  and  conse- 
queatly  gluts  and  depresses  of  the  market.  But  were 
the  currency  in  a  perfectly  sound  atate,  tlie  excitement 
arising  from  such  causes  would  almost  necessarily  be  con- 
fined to  one  or  a  very  few  businesses  and  would  be  very 
far  indeed  from  being  either  general  or  universal.  In 
point  of  fact,  all  periods  of  general  extitenteni,  or  periods 
marked  by  a  general  tendency  to  speculation,  and  by  a 
general  rise  of  price*,  liavp,  both  in  this  and  other  coun- 
tries, been  uniformly  disiingui&lied  by  aome  extraordi- 
nary bnlitiei  in  obtaming  supplies  of  money  or  of  credit, 
OF  of  both.  We  are  bold  to  say,  that  no  tingle  instance 
to  the  contrary  can  be  pointed  out  in  the  history  of  in- 
dustry in  modern  times." 

Mr.  N.  said  that  the  opiniona  of  thebe  two  enlightened 
writers,  in  pointing  out  the  evils  of  a  paptrr  currency, 
contained  a  salisractory  explanation  of  the  true  origin  of 
the  pecuniary  difficulties  which  now  exist  in  this  coun 
try.  There  was  no  Treasury  order  in  England,  no  Um' 
pering  with  tlie  currency,  so  far  as  the  OoverDment  was 
concerned,  yet  the  same  evils  had  been  experienced 
there. 

A  paper  currency  was,  from  the  very  nature  of  it,  un- 
stable, and  subject  to  constant  fluctuations.  Such  had 
been  its  character  in  England,  and  in  ihia  country  par 
ticularl^.  Since  the  esiabl<shment  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  ^nited  States,  it  had  been  more  unstable.  1'hoae 
who  suppose  that  reactions  and  periods  of  distresa  were 
only  ocesrional,  and  the  result  of  extraordinary  causes, 
were  entirely  mistaken.  They  are  evils  inherent  in  (he 
system,  and  inseparable  friim  it.  Whoever  will  look 
back  to  the  prriodof  the  establiahment  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  will  find  that  such  has  been  the  case  in  tliis 
country.  Thesevereanduniverssldistresswhich  prevailed 
throughout  the  Union  in  1819  and  '39,  will  long  be  re- 
membered. In  1832,  money  again  became  scarce,  and 
in  1635  there  was  great  distress  in  the  United  Slates,  as 
well  at  in  England,  where  the  prenure  was  universal 
and  desolating  in  its  consequences.  So  great  was  the 
calamity,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  away,  in 
part,  the  monopoly  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  autho- 
rize the  e&tablisliment  of  joint  slock  banks,  as  a  meatis  of 
relief.  In  1826,  money  was  scarce  in  Nrw  Yorkj  and 
in  the  winter  of  1837- '6,  in  the  Middle  and  Eastern 
States.  In  1839,  many  banks  failed,  and  there  was 
great  diatreas  among  the  manufacturers  in  the  Eastern 
States.  In  the  latter  part  of  1833,  money  wain  became 
scarce*  and  nearly  the  entire  year  of  1834  was  distin 
guished,  not  only  for  a  pressure,  but  for  a  panic,  ancx- 
ampled  in  thia  country.  The  evils  of  this  period  are  too 
fresh  in  the  memory  of  every  one,  to  render  it  neccawry 
to  enlarge  upon  tbcm. 


In  GonfirmatioB  of  these  facts  ami  views  be  would  beg 
leave  to  read  a  letter  which  hav  been  publishedt  it  ia 
ft-om  no  visionary  theorist,  or  anli-bank  m^n,  but  from  a 
responsible  officer,  the  ci»hier  of  the  Branch  of  the 
United  States  Bank  in  Baltimore,  in  1830,  and  wasad- 
dreued  to  the  SrcreUry  of  the  Treasu>y.  It  bears  date 
February  15,  1830. 

"  Looking  back  to  the  peace,  a  short  period,  fresh  in 
the  memory  of  every  man.  the  vrelebed  atate  of  the  cur- 
rency for  the  two  succeeding  years  cannot  be  overlook- 
ed. The  disasters  of  1819.  which  aeriouslr  affected  the 
circumstances,  properly,  and  industry,  of  every  district  in 
the  United  States,  will  long  be  recollected.  A  sudden 
and  pressing  scarcity  of  money  prevailed  in  1832;  nu- 
merous and  very  extensive  failures  tonk  place  in  New 
York,  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  New  Orleans,  in  1825. 
There  was  a  great  convulsion  among  bsnks  and  other 
moneyed  institutions,  in  1836.  Tlie  scarcity  of  money 
among  traders  in  that  Slate  and  eastward,  in  the  winter 
of  182T-'8,  was  distreswng  and  alarming.  Faihirea  of 
banks  in  Norih  C>rolina  and  Rhode  Island,  and  amongst 
the  manufacturers  of  New  F.ngland  and  this  State,  (Ma- 
ryland,) characterized  the  last  year,  (1829;)  and  inltlli- 
gence  is  just  received  of  the  refusal  of  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal banka  of  Georgia  to  redeem  their  notes  with  spe- 
cie—a lamentable  and  rapid  succession  of  evil  and  unto- 
ward events,  prejudicial  to  the  pK^ressof  productive  in- 
dustry, and  causing  a  baleful  extension  of  enibarraai- 
ment,  insolvency,  litigation,  and  dishonesty,  alike  subver- 
sive of  social  htippiness  and  morals.  Every  inlellrgent 
mind  must  express  regret  and  astonishment  at  the  re- 
currence of  these  disaaters  in  tranquil  times  and  bounti- 
ful aeaaons,  amongst  an  enlightened,  induslfious,  and 
enterprising  people,  comparatively  free  from  taxation, 
unrestrained  in  their  pursoitt,  possessing  abundance  of 
fertile  lands  and  valuable  minerals,  with  capital  and  ca- 
pacity to  improve,  and  an  ardt  nt  difcpositiou  to  avail  our- 
selves of  these  great  bounties. 

"Calsmilles  of  an  injurious  and  demoralizing  nature, 
occurring  with  singular  frequency  amiilsl  s  profusion  of 
the  elements  oF  wealth,  are  well  calculated  to  inspire 
and  enforce  the  conviction,  that  there  is  somethii^  ndi- 
cally  erroneous  in  our  monetary  system,  were  it  not 
that  the  judgment  hesitates  to  yield  assent,  when  grave, 
enlightened  and  patriotic  Senators  have  deliberately  an- 
nounced  to  the  public,  in  a  recent  report,  that  our  sys- 
tem of  money  is  in  the  main  excellent,  and  that,  in  most 
of  its  great  principles,  no  innovation  can  be  made  to  ad- 
vantage." 

Mr.  N.  said  that  the  letter  which  be  had  jusl  read  con- 
taiiHSd  more  truth  and  honesty  than  all  the  communica- 
tions which  bad  ever  appeared  from  the  head  of  that 
banking  inatitulion,  of  which  the  writer  of  this  letter 
was  an  officer.  It  presented  a  faithful  but  melancholy 
picture  of  the  optralions  of  our  banking  and  cridit  syt- 
tem. 

With  such  fscta  as  Ihese,  and  the  experience  of  the 
last  twenty  years  before  u-i.  lie  thought  it  Mas  tr.fliiig 
with  common  sense  lu  talk  about  the  Treasury  order 
being  the  cause  of  the  existing  difficultiea.  Sir,  (aaUI 
Mr.  N.,)  the  cause  of  these  evils  lies  deeper  and 
broadcTi  it  exists  in  your  paper  currency  and  banking 
system.  The  ordt  r  has,  no  doubt,  in  some  small  degree, 
contributed  to  increase  the  pressure;  and  this  is  also  true 
of  the  deposite  act.  They  have  served  to  bring  on  the 
crisis  a  little  sooner  than  it  might  otherwise  have  comr, 
but  the  disease  was  upon  ud,  and  must  have  ils  course. 

II  we  were  to  look  to  any  secondary  causes,  Uiat  of  a 
wild  spirit  of  specHlaiion  stands  pre-eminent,  and  par- 
ticularly speculation  in  pnblie  lands.  But  ^icculation 
is  itiimlated  by  our  qrstem  of  currency  and  credit.  Tlie 
immense  purchases  of  the  public  lands  during  the 
last  two  years  have  filled  your  Tmtsury  to  overflowingi 
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Bore  tlMui  fortjr  »tlltoM  Iwd  been  received  frein  the 
■let  (rf  th«  pablie  donain.  Ttiii  twinente  etpiul  btd 
been  witbdrmwn  from  itseeeuitomedeBiplojrinent.  Tfaw, 
of  itieir,  was  wfideDt  to  denng»  the  wliale  bunncM  of 
Ibe  ctMintry. 

Tb«  period  or  distren  to  which  he  hid  pirlieularly 
lererred,  wm  *Uo  dUtinftuiahed  bjr  neculationi  in  the 
pablic  land*.  They  conmenoed  io  1S18{  the  «l«  thet 
year  exceeded  MTCB  nilKone  of  doUerai  in  1119,  they 
vcre  mors  tiian  scTcnteeo  raillione,  and  the  fint  two 
qnartcn  of  1830  amounted  to  the  enormous  tarn  of 
iveDty-ecven  millions.  In  Jaly  the  law  went  into  ope- 
ralion,  requiring  eaah  pajrnientii  and  lo  entirety  did  the 
Mice  depend  on  credii,  that  ihey  were  almost  entirely 
Mspcnded,  and  the  lait  half  of  that  yt-ar  amounted  to 
only  about  four  hundred  ihmiiand  dollarif  and,  for  tbe 
four  — eeeedhif,  did  not  average  one  million  a  year. 
Spcadatiom  in  the  public  landa  again  commenced  in 
1834^  when  the  ailet  amoanted  to  about  right  miHionti 
in  lB35t  to  fifteen  miDioni^  and  tbe  preaent  year  to  more 
than  twenty-four  milliona,  including  the  sales  of  the 
Chiekaaiw  land«,  which  do  not  go  into  the  Treaaury. 
lliat  a  reacticm  ihould  follow  this  reckless  spirit  of  spec- 
ulation was  inevitable. 

Mr.  N.  Mid  he  thought  that  the  attempt  to  charfre  the 
cabarrasMnenta  and  prcoMre  for  money  upon  tbe  Treas- 
ury order  had  entirely  failed.  He  believed  the  order  to 
be  legal*  and  was  satisfied  that  it  had  had  but  little 
agency  in  causing  the  existing  crisis.  Still  it  wis^  in  his 
mind,  a  question  whether  the  principle  of  that  order 
ought  to  be  maintained.  He  cooaidered  it  as  a  tempo- 
rary measure,  well  calculated  to  remedy  existing  evila  of 
tbe  nest  alarming  magnitude.  But  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  My  that  It  would  do  as  a  permanent  regula* 
tion.  Tbe  aironfreat  reaaon  for  its  adoption  was  to  guard 
a^iMt  the  fluod  of  paper  money  which  was  fiowii^ 
with  a  awellini^  tide  into  the  depoaite  banks  from  the 
aalea  of  the  public  lands.  Thia  evil  he  hoped  would  be 
corrected  by  lerialation  before  Congreaa  adjourned, 
which,  so  far  aa  that  object  waa  concerned,  would  super- 
sede the  Treasury  order.  But  atil)  the  question  is  be- 
fore and  may  here  to  be  deeded,  in  what  currency 
shall  the  public  revenue  be  eolleetcd'  This  was  a  ques- 
tion <^  great  deliea<^  and  magnitude.  Great  aa  he  con- 
ndered  the  evila  of  our  paper  system  of  money  and 
credit,  he  did  not  see  how  Ihia  Government  could  pro- 
vide a  remedy.  It  certainly  could  not  do  it  by  any 
«brect  legislation;  it  had  no  power  over  the  State  banks^ 
or  their  issues.  The  only  P9wer  it  could  exercise  upon 
the  paper  currency  of  the  State  banks  was  indirectly  in 
lhe,coUeetion  and  diatnirsement  of  the  revcnnei  and  this 
waa  no  amsll  power,'  especially  at  a  time  like  tbe  pVes- 
ent,  when  the  revenuea  amounted  to  more  than  forty 
milbons.  A  large  portion  of  the  whole  currency  of  tbe 
country  passes  through  ymir  Treasury  annually. 

Mr.  N.  raid  he  waa  not  prepared  to  wy  to  what  ex- 
tent thia  power  could  aafely  be  exerciaed.  He  was 
Htisficd,  however,  that  it  would  not  do  at  this  time  to 
eolleet  tbe  revenue  in  apecie,  excluMvely.  Congrew  had, 
BO  doubt,  a  riffbi  to  do  Uiis|  but,  in  the  collection  of  so 
large  an  amount  of  revenue,  we  must  have  some  regard 
to  the  buainess  of  the  eountnr,  and  to  the  ordinary  cur- 
rency uaed  in  commercial  ana  other  tranaactiona.  It  is 
evideRt  (hat  we  mi|^t  adopt  a  rule  which  would  occa- 
sion great  inconvenience,  and  perhaps  injuatice,  be- 
cause the  large  aums  of  money  received  into  the  Treaa- 
oty  nnnot  well  be  ct^lected  in  a  currency  not  in  gcn- 
eraf  use.  Whatever  principle  is  adopted  aa  a  permanent 
T^latiois  ought  lo  be  uniftinB,  and  ajiplicable  to  the 
OMtoma  as  wellas  thelands.  That,  in  the  colleetioa  and 
diabaraement  of  tbe  pubfio  revenue,  it  will  be  proper  to 
attempt  to  remedy  some  of  the  evils  of  the  paper  aya- 
tem,  be  bad  no  doubt.   We  nay,  by  our  rcgulatioa^  do 


sometbitig  to  increase  the  use  and  cireulation  of  specie, 
and  discountenance  bills  of  small  denominations.  With 
regard  to  this  important  object,  Congreaa  had,  perhaps 
done  all  that  it  could  by  direct  legislation.  It  has  su- 
perseded the  act  of  1819,  and  legalized  foreign  coin;  It 
has  raiaed  ihe  atandard  of  gold  coin;  it  haa  established 
additional  mints  and  greatly  increased  the  annual  coin- 
age, and  particularly  lhatcw  gold,  which  haa  already  be- 
came a  new  and  important  part  of  our  imtallie  currency. 
The  amount  of  apecie  in  the  country  ia  greatly  increased 
the  last  three  years,  for  which  this  administration  is  en- 
titled to  great  credit. 

Mr.  N.  said  that  he  could  not  assent  lo  the  proposition 
of  the  Senator  from  Masmchusetis,  who,  if  be  under- 
stood him,  contended  that  it  waa  the  right  and  the  duty 
of  Congren  to  regulate  the  whole  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. By  this,  he  understood  Ihe  Senator  to  mean,  that 
Congress  had  the  power  (o  regulate  the  paper  issues  of 
the  State  banka.  If  he  did  not  refer  to  this  description 
of  currency,  it  waa  difRcult  for  him  to  conceive  lo  what 
his  remarks  were  intended  to  apply.  But  whiUt  we 
were  so  emphatically  informed  that  thia  was  the  duty  of 
Cong^e■8,  we  were  not  told  how  it  waa  to  be  done.  In 
what  way  can  Congress  regulate  the  paper  currency 
aupplied  by  tbe  State  bai.kar  Tbe  geotleman  did  not 
inform  us:  he  seemed  to  have  a  studied  caution  and  re- 
serve on  this  point,  and  thereby  bangs  a  tale.  Hr.  N. 
thought,  however,  there  was  no  secret  in  the  case. 
The  views  of  tbe  Senator  bave  been  heretofore  disclosed. 
Sir,  mid  Mr.  the  Senator  would  regulate  the  paper 
currency  of  the  Statea  by  a  paper  currency  of  the  Ind- 
eral Government;  be  would  regulate  tbe  banking institu- 
tions  of  the  Statea  by  tbe  agency  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  This  wu  the  secret.  A  national  bank  ia  lo  be 
the  regulating  power.  But  the  country  thought  the 
remedy  worse  than  the  diseasei  they  had  twice  tried  it, 
and  knew  what  sort  of  a  regulation  it  was.  He  was 
speaking  of  a  national  bank  in  a  mere  financial  point  of 
view,  without  any  reference  to  constitutional  or  political 
objections;  and,  in  this  aspect  of  the  queatinn,  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  ny  that  Ihe  propoaition  of  establishinjg  a  na- 
tional bank,  as  a  means  of  reitratning  and  regulating  the 
State  banks,  was  the  most  prepoatenua  one  eversub- 
miited  to  a-defiberative  body,  and  the  boldest  attempt 
ever  yet  made  to  practise  on  the  gullibility  of  the  peo- 
ple. That  such  an  institution  possessed,  and  would  ne- 
eesnrily  exercise,  great  power  over  the  State  banks,  he 
was  not  disposed  to  deny{  but  the  question  was,  whether 
that  power  would  be  exercised  tor  good  or  for  evil. 
The  question  is  not  whether  tt  is  a  regulator,  but  whether 
it  is  a  safe  regulator;  whether  it  tends  to  keep  tbe  paper 
currency  of  the  country  more  stable,  or  to  render  it 
more  fluctuating.  He  appealed  to  the  experience  of 
the  country  in  the  last  twenty  years  to  settle  that  ques- 
tion. When  the  great  national  bank  throws  out  its 
money  plentifally,  the  Slate  banka  do  Ibe  aamet  they 
are  invited  to  this  course,  and  it  is  tbeir  interest  to  pur- 
sue it.  When  it  curtails  its  discounts  and  iu  issues^ 
Ihe  Stale  banks  are  compelled  to  do  tbe  samet  so  that 
the  result  of  this  mode  of  regulating  Ihe  paper  currency 
of  the  country,  through  the  agency  of  a  national  bank, 
ia,  to  place  in  the  bands  of  a  few  individu^s  the  power 
to  make  money  plenty  or  scarce  at  their  pleasure.  The 
currency  of  tbe  country  is  made  to  depend  on  the  inter- 
est, the  caprice,  or  the  passions,  of  one  or  more  individ- 
uals. This  ia  a  power  greater  than  that  possessed  by 
your  Exeoutivet  and  its  terrible  effiects  were  experienced 
during  the  roemorable  year  of  the  panic. 

Mr.  N.  said  that  the  present  high  prices  of  provisions 
and  the  neceasaries  of  life  were  suppoaed  to  be  incon- 
sialent  with  the  existing  scarcity  of  money.  There  was 
nothing,  however,  extraordinary  in  thia  alate  of  things; 
it  wu  the  case  in  1819.   The  reacUop  was  fbit  first  upon 
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■toeki,  and  IhoM  Wnda  of  property  which  hid  a  more 
intimtte  connexion  with  the  money  markelt  whilst  tite 
product*  of  labor  were  len  eraly  or  immeduttely  affect- 
ed. When  the  pricea  of  the  neceiaariea  of  life  are  onee 
riiaed,  by  an  undue  fxpansion  of  currency  and  credit, 
and  consequent  spcculalian,  it  takcB  a  lonff  time,  often 
^eara,  to  brin^  them  down.  Labor  is  the  Ust  thing  that 
M  raised  in  pncei  but  when  it  is,  all  the  products  of  la- 
bor will  of  course  be  advanced,  and  n»y  remain  high 
for  yearsi  but  the  reaction  which  ia  going  on  muat  bring 
them  down  to  their  proper  ?alue. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ewiire]  has  given  a 
very  novel  explanation  of  the  present  hif;b  prices  of 
brcadatufTs.  He  says  that  this  country  will  no  longer 
export  wheat  or  flouri  that  there  is  but  a  small  belt  of 
three  or  four  degrees  of  latitude  suitable  for  grain)  and 
that*  from  the  establishment  of  manubclureS|tbedemand 
at  home  is  greatly  increased}  so  that  hereafter  we  can 
do  no  more  than  aupply  the  domeatie  demand.  We 
are  told,  aUo,  that  Europe  ia  a  great  grain  country. 
But  the  Senator  aeems  to  overtook  the  great  and  im- 
portant foct  of  the  difference  in  the  population  of  the 
two  continents.  The  whole  population  of  the  United 
States  is  less  than  that  of  the  British  tales,  which  for 
aeveral  years  have  supplied  the  entire  breadstuff  for 
their  whole  population.  At  the  time  of  the  union,  in 
17S0,  Englanil«nd  Scotland  had  a  population  of  seven 
millions  and  a  half,  and  the  agriculture  of  the  country 
produced  barely  a  supply  of  grain  equal  to  the  con< 
aumptton;  and  since  that  time  the  population  had  more 
than  doubled,  yet  the  last  two  or  three  yesrs  no  wheat 
had  been  imported.  The  production,  by  the  improve- 
roeiit  of  agriculture,  had  increased  considerably  above 
one  hundred  per  cent,  and  to  what  extent  it  might  be 
increaaed  remained  to  be  known.  Compiring  this 
country  to  England;  he  did  not  doubt  that  ila  reaourc'-a 
for  grain,  when  properly  developed,  would  be  found 
auffieient  to  sustain  a  population  of^ two  hundred  miliiona.- 
The  Senator'*  own  Stale,  and  one  adjoining,  could  pro- 
duce grain  sufficient  for  the  preacBt  population  of  the 
whole  Union. 

Mr.  N.  laid  he  would  conclude  wh^t  he  had  to  aay,  by 
'noticing  one  observation  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Hr. 
Ewiira.]  That  Senator  did  not  seem  to  he  ealisSed  with 
condemning  (he  Treasury  order  aa  unconstitutional  and  il- 
legal, and  as  thecatiaenf  the  distresa  which  has  prevailed, 
but  he  seemed  to  think  it  necesxary  to  assail  tlie  motives 
of  its  authors,  lie  more  Iban  insinuated  that  the  measure 
did  not  originate  with  the  Preudent  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  He  seemed  to  allude  to  a  power  behind 
the  Uirone,  greater  than  (he  throne  itseffi  but  with  wbom 
that  power  existed,  we  were  not  Informed.  He  expect- 
ed every  moment  to  hear  that  it  was  the  **  Kitchen 
Cabinetj"  but  the  Senator  h^  not  expreaily  alluded  to 
Uiat  famous  council,  which  once  exercised  such  potent 
influence  over  public  aflaira. 

He  thoufrht  that  common  justice  required  that  ihe 
motives  of  the  President  sliuuld  have  been  spared.  Thii^ 
however,  bad  not  been  done.  The  Senaior  appeared 
to  think  that  there  was  aoane  wicked  motive  in  the 
Treaaury  ordert  that  the  object  of  Ita  authors  was  not 
what  it  imported,  or  what  had  been  assigned.  He  asya, 
the  real  object  was  to  create  embarrassment  and  distreu 
throughout  the  country,  and  to  charge  the  aame  to  the 
operation  of  (be  dc-posite  set  of  la&t  session,  and  thereby 
render  that  measure  unpopular  with  the  people.  Thia 
wuthe  deep-kid  pint  which  the  Senator  has  discover- 
ed. Mr.  N.  said  he  would  only  say,  in  reply,  that  if  any 
Buch  purpose  had  any  influence  on  the  issuing  of  the 
Treasury  order,  i(  was  the.  ttillieat  acheme  that  ever 
originated  from  the  fatuity  of  man.  It  could  not  be  aup- 
poced  that  (he  set  of  luat  lebsion  was  to  be  repealed,  and, 
of  coarae,  there  could  be  no  other  object  bitt  to  render 


the  principle  of  diatribution  unpopular.  Sir,  said  Mr.  N., 
the  opponenta  of  that  principle  do  not  deaire  the  aid  of 
any  stratagem  or  artificei  they  will  not  even  lake  ad- 
vantage of  embarrassments  and  difficulties  which  the 
execution  of  that  law  has  occasioned.  These  were  tem- 
porary evilH4  (hey  were  foreseen  at  the  time.  He  waa 
one,  and  perhaps  the  last,  who  had  come  into  tbe  sup- 
port of  that  measuret  but  he  did  it  wtUi  the  lull  belief 
that  its  immediate  effect  would  be  to  increase  the  exuting 
difilcultiea.  In  tupporting  the  act,  he  did  not  con- 
sider  that  Ke  aanetioned  the  principle  of  distribution. 
Had  tbe  Senate  then  been  told,  as  it  bad  now,  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Ciihouh,]  that 
in  paning  that  act  tbey  would  establish  the  principle  of 
distributing  surpluses  from  year  to  year,  the  bill  could 
not  have  passed  the  Senate.  Deeply  and  furcibly  as 
many  of  as  felt  (he  condition  of  your  Treaauryi  unwilling 
at  we  were  that  forty  millions  of  the  public  money  ahould 
remain,  for  aereiml  years  at  lesat,  in  the  depoaite  bsnk^ 
to  be  used  aa  a  capital,  multiplying  all  the  evils  of  our 
inflated  paper  syatemi  anxiously  and  deeply  aa  we  were 
impressed  with  these  eviln,  we  should  not  entertain  even 
a  thought  of  relieving  the  country  from  them  by 
sanctioning  the  principle  of  distribution.  No,  (said  Mr. 
N..}  that  principle  has  not  yet  received  tbe  sanction  uf 
this  bodyi  but,  it  aeema,  it  ia  to  be  pressed  upon  ua  the 
preaent  aetsion;  and  he  trusted  the  opponenta  of  the 
measure  would  be  prepared  to  meet  it,  here  and  else- 
where, before  the  tribunal  of  public  sentiment,  where 
all  questions  affecting  (he  great  interrsta  of  the  country 
and  the  safety  of  our  institutions  must  ultimately  come, 
and  where  the  decision  is  not  only  final,  but  always  safe, 
and  usually  correct.  The  opponenta  of  thia  scheme 
want  no  extrinsic  circumstancra,  or  even  temporary  con- 
aiderationa,  to  bear  on  the  qucalion;  tli  they  ask  if,  to 
meet  the  principle  !n  free,  open,  and  iur  discuatton, 
upon  its  own  intrinsic  merits.  If  it  is  a  sound  and  safe 
principle,  in  accordance  with  lite  constitution,  constaient 
with  the  rights  of  the  Statea,  and  conducive  to  the  gen- 
eral prosperity,  it  wVIl  doubtless  be  siistainedt  but  if  it 
shall  appear  to  be  in  conflict  with  (he  spirit  of  (he  coit* 
btitution,  fraught  with  mischief,  tendii^  to  corruption, 
and  dangerous  to  the  rights  and  independence  of  the 
Stales,  it  could  not  aland,  either  here  or  before  the 
popular  tribunal  of  the  country. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had  concluded  what  he  had  to  say,  and 
had  detained  (he  Senate  much  longer  than  be  intended. 

Hr.  RIVES  said  he  thought  (he  observations  just  made 
by  hii  friend  from  Connecticut  [Ur.  Ntics]  showed  con- 
clusively that  there  were  insuperable  objections  to  the 
adoption  <'f  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  [Hr.  EwiB«,]  forreaoindiiigtbe  Treasury 
order  of  11th  July  last.  -  In  (he  first  place,  the  form  of 
the  proceeding  was  altogether  unusual  and  inappropri- 
ate. It  proposed  to  reacind  an  executive  act.  But  (he 
business  of  Congress  was  not  (o  invalidate  or  to  confirm 
executive  acta,  but  to  pass  laws(  or  in  other  words,  es- 
tablish rules  operating  in  fiUwra,  to  which  executive  ac- 
I  tion  would  (hereafter  conform.  Tbe  action  of  the  le- 
gidative  authority  ouglit  to  he  origrnaV  independent* 
and  proapective,  and  to  bear  on  iu  face  no  rrfrrencc  to 
the  aeis  of  any  other  department. 

Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  reason  thero 
can  be  for  giving  t)ie  particular  form  propoaed  to  the  ac- 
tion of  Congress  in  this  caaf,  unless  it  be  to  imply  a  cen- 
sure on  the  act  to  be  rescindffd.  But  however  unpre- 
pared I  may  be  at  preaent,  aaid  Hr.  B.,  to  make  the  pro- 
vinona  of  the  Treasury  circular  the  permanent  policy  of 
tbe  Qovemment,  I  will  not  concur  in  any  proceeding 
which  ahall  oaat  a  censure  on  the  Executive  for  iasoing 
it.  Whatever  rtiay  have  been,  or  may  still  br,  iu  actual 
operation,  (and  on  this  point  the  diversity  of  testimony 
and  optnifH)  among  those  far  be;tcrii}foniied  than  [  hare 
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[SXITATI. 


uj  means  of  bein|f,  it  lo  gn%t  *■  to  render  any  jud^- 
acnt  1  mifcht  be  sble  to  rorin  of  but  lit<le  weight,)  of 
Mte  thtn^  1  mm  well  pemiaded,  that  the  motiTes  which 
iftduccil  the  Chief  Mif^Ulrate  to  direct  it  tn  be  iuu^d 
verc  of  the  most  honorable  and  patriotic  character.  I 
■tost  my,  aUo,  that  notwilhitandingf  the  ability  and  talent 
diqibycd  on  this,  aa  on  all  other  occaaiona,  by  (he  learn, 
ed  gentlcinan  from  Hsaaachuaettii  [Mr.  Ws»T»i1  he 
bat  not,  m  my  humble  judgment,  MCceeded  in  eitabliah- 
ing  any  want  of  legality  in  the  meaHure  adapted  by  the 
Esectttire.  Whatever  rule,  therefore,  Congreas  may 
deem  it  necetaary  and  expedient  to  edablibh  for  the  fu- 
turc  collection  of  the  public  revenue,  I  thall,  for  one^ 
be  opposed  to  any  mode  of  action  on  the  aubjeci,  wbtch 
aball  imply  a  ecnmre  for  the  pait. 

Ill*  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Ur.  NiLca] 
bU(  in  my  Judgmrat,  prcKDled  the  executive  order  of 
Jnly  leal  in  its  true  light,  ai  a  temporary  and  occuional 
act,  growing  oat  of  an  extraordinary  aiate  of  thinga  then 
existing.    It  was  deaigned  to  meet  that  atate  of  tbinga, 
and  may  have  been  wise  and  aalutary  as  a  temporary  act, 
lo  operate  uniil  the  meeting  of  Cungress,  while  its  con- 
tinuance as  a  permanent  lef^iaUtive  rule  would  be  incx. 
pedieid.    The  Prendent  liimwif  evidently  regarda  it  in 
this  l^ht.    In  his  message,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
sesnon,  he  aubmita  the  whole  subject  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Congressf  and  while  he  recommends  to  them 
earnestly  the  adoption  of  some  measure  for  limiting  the 
sales  of  the  public  land%  he  attaches  but  lillle  impor- 
tance to  the  future  rf  quisition  of  specie  in  payment  for 
tbem.    Now,  air,  I  brg  leave  to  say,  in  advancr,  that  any 
praeltcable  and  equal  measure,  which  shall  be  digeated 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Weal,  to  prevent  the  great  evil 
M  a  monopoly  of  tli«  public  domain  in  tltc  hands  of  apec- 
alatora,  iliall  meet  with  my  hearty  concurrence.    A  bill 
for  that  purpoae  is  already  before  ua,  and,  without  har. 
ing  examined,  or  being  prepared  to  express  an  opinion 
of  its  detatia,  I  hope  it  will  receive  the  prompt  eonstdera- 
tion  and  action  of  Congress. 

But  to  return  to  tbe  Treasury  order.  The  Presidont 
has  dune  what  be  deemed  bis  duty,  under  the  pecular 
sod  extrsordinsry  circumataneei  of  the  emergency. 
We  are  now  called  upon  to  do  ours,  in  ealsblialung  some 
deGiute  and  permanent  rule  for  the  future  culleciion  of 
the  revenue.  An  imlispensable  characteriatic  of  any 
permanent  aystam  must  be  its  uniformity.  The  geiiiua 
of  our  constitution  demands  equality  in  the  l»wg,  and 
especially  in  the  Rscal  operations  of  the  Qovernmenl.  It 
does  not  alliiw,  as  a  permanent  regulation,  that  apecie 
shall  be  required  in  payment  of  one  branch  of  the  reve- 
nue, while  bank  notes  are  received  for  another — that 
ons  mle  of  collection  shall  prevail  in  the  West,  and  an- 
other in  the  East.  Whatever  medium  of  payment, 
therefore,  Congreaa  ahall  prescribe  for  one  portion  of 
the  public  dues  ought  to  be  extended  to  every  other. 

Shall  that  medium,  in  public  receipts  and  dlsburse- 
nent,  be  specie  exclusively  t  Eve  n  if  this  should  be  the 
ultifloate  policy  of  the  Oovrrnment,  the  country  is,  in  my 
opinion,  not  yet  ripe  for  its  mdoption  Specie  must  first 
diffuse  itself  more  generally  tlirough  the  ordinary  biisi. 
nem  of  tdeiety,  the  common  channela  of  circnLiion 
must  be  better  filled  with  the  metallic  currency,  before 
the  Government  can,  with  joatice  to  the  public  debtor, 
Uemly  demand  payment  of  ita  dues  in  gold  and  ailver 
exehinvely.  The  only  effectual  means  by  which  a  lar- 
ger circulation  of  gold  and  niver  in  tbe  ^neral  trade  and 
btuincssef  the  community  ean  be  obtained,  la  the  sup* 
'  presaion  of  bank  notes  or  the  amalier  denominations. 
Tliia  is  that  practical  reform  of  the  correney  which  das 
been  held  steadily  in  view  by  the  present  administration 
and  ita  friends;  and  in  preparing  for  which,  much  has  al- 
ready been  accomplished  in  the  important  atepsof  putting 
down  Ibe  Bank  of  tbe  ttaited  Stalesi  correcting  by  law 


the  under'valuatitm  of  the  gold  coinst  in  the  largely  in- 
creased coinage  and  importation  of  both  gold  and  silrert 
in  the  salutary  influence  exerted  by  the  Treasury, 
through  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
revenue,  over  the  leadin)^  State  banks  >nd  in  the  en- 
lightened policy  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  States,  in 
beginning  a  siipprenion  of  the  smaller  notes.  It  can  be 
carried  fully  into  execution  only  by  •  continued  co-op- 
eration of  the  General  and  Slate  Govemmenta,  on  the 
same  sound  and  prsctical  views.  'Like  every  othergreat 
reftirm,  it  must  be  gradual  and  prngreaiive.  In  unduly 
precipitating  the  proceM,  there  will  be  danger  of  inaus- 
picious reactions;  and  in  the  view  of  the  great  body  of 
the  community,  whose  material  intereats  are  always  liable 
to  be  bruised  and  shockedby  sudden  and  violent  changes 
tlte  remedy  might  unfortunately  come  to  be  looked  upon 
as  worse  than  the  diaesae. 

While,  therefore,  1  would  steadily  persevere  in  the 
wise  policy  of  enlarging  the  specie  circulation  of  the 
country,  (the  firat  efficient  commencement  of  which  has 
been  made  under  the  present  administration,)  I  would 
carefully  abstain  from  eompromiaing  the  succeas  of  so 
important  a  reform  by  any  premature  or  precipitate  ex. 
periment,  which  migitt  endanger  reaction.    Tbe  present 
occasion  may,  with  great  propriety,  be  embraced,  lo 
make  another  safe  advance  in  the  prosecution  of  that  re* 
form,  by  laying  a  restriction  on  the  receipt,  in  public 
collections  of  the  nutes  uf  all  banks  issuing  bills  under 
\  certain  denominations.    The  joint  resolution  of  1816 
!  ought  to  be  remodelled,  and  adapted  to  the  present  con- 
I  dilion  of  things.    Some  of  ita  proviaions  have  become 
,  obsuKte.    Of  the  four  media  of  payntent,  in  tbe  coUec. 
I  lion  of  the  public  duef,  recognised  by  it,  two  no  longer 
exist,  to  wit:  Treasury  n  tes  and  notes  uf  the  Bank  of 
1  the  United  States  "  >  national  currency.    Of  the  re- 
;  maining  two,  specie  and  tbe  notes  of  speeie-paytng 
banks  the  latter  ought  in  my  opinion  lo  be  subjected  to 
additional  restrictions  especially  such  as  may  have  a 
tendency  to  promote  the  great  practical  reform  of  a 
suppression  of  the  small  notes.    But,  while  tbe  notes  of 
specie-paying  banks  are  treated  by  all  the  world,  in  pri* 
v»te  transactions  a%  equivalent  to  specie,  I  do  not  think 
the  Government  would  be  justified  in  refusing  them  in 
public  collections  altogether,  until  gold  and  silver  shall, 
by  the  previous  suppress'on  of  smsll  notes  have  taken 
the  place  more  generally  of  a  paper  currenry. 

What  bus  appeared  to  me  best  to  be  done,  under  ex< 
iating  circumstances,  is  a  revision  and  modification  of  the 
jitint  resolution  of  1816,  adapting  it  to  the  present  con* 
dition  of  things,  and  providing  that  all  sums  of  money 
accruing  to  the  United  States  whether  from  customs 
public  lands,  or  otherwise,  chsll  be  received  only  in  gold 
and  silver,  or  in  nutej  nf  bank*  paid  on  demand  in  gold  and 
silver,  but  with  the  fullowing  restriction  as  to  such  notes 
with  a  view  to  encourage  the  disuse  and  suppression  of  the 
smaller  bunk  issues,  and  tlienby  enlai^e  the  specie  cir- 
culation! that  is  from  the  passage  of  the  law,  no  notes 
to  be  received  in  public  collections  of  any  bank,  though 
a  specie-paying  bank,  which  shall  i»s»e  billi  or  notes  of  « 
leas  denomination  than  five  dullars  and  the  like  prohi- 
bition to  be  gradually  extended,  (allowing  due  time  for 
the  change,)  first  to  the  paper  of  banks  issuing  bills  of  a 
less  denomination  than  ten  dollars)  and,  finally,  to  that  of 
banks  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars.  1  would  add  also  this  farther  limitation: 
that  not  even  the  nutes  of  specie-paying  banks  of  the 
above  deseripliona  abotild  be  received,  unless  they  were 
such  as  the  banks  in  which  they  were  Jo  be  deposited, 
should  agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  or  the  United  States  as 
cash)  obtaining  thua  a  double  guarantee  for  the  sound- 
ness and  safety  oT  the  public  cuTleetions,  and  making  the 
whole  transaction,  to  every  practical  purpose,  equiva* 
lent  to  a  payment  tn  specie. 
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A  mranire  of  thii  kind  would,  in  opinion,  bnt 
miitfy  tbe  extrenclci  or  til  the  public  interestg  inn^- 
ed,  wbMhcF  of  the  revenue,  the  currency,  or  the  gene- 
rml  buiincM  at  the  eommunity,  »nd  would  conrorm  to 
the  ten'e  or  Die  country  ftt  larffr.  I  htre  drAwn  up, 
Mr.  Preiident,  a  reiolution,  fiiiindcd  upon  knd  imbod}*- 
iiije  thew  views;  but  I  am  embRrrawd  by  i  question  of 
Older,  in  piftcinff  it  rej^larly  before  the  Senate  nt  the 
prevent  moment.  I  will,  Itowever,  take  the  hberty  of 
rekding  it  to  the  Sentte,  and  will  eheerrullv  eonfonn  to 
liny  sogceations  which  may  be  nude  m  to  tne  beet  man- 
ner of  ditposinsp  it. 

The  call  of  the  ayea  and  noes  on  the  second  reading 
of  Mr.  Ewma's  resolution  was  (hen  withdrawn,  and  it 
was  passed  to  a  third  reading^  by  funeral  conwnt,  in  or- 
der to  admit  a  motinn  to  amend:  and  it  bein^  then  allow- 
able to  offer  an  amendment,  Mr.  IttTas  move<1  to  amend 
it  b;^  itnktn|[  out  all  after  the  word  *'  Setolvedt"  and  in- 
■art'mf  in  lieu  of  it  hniown  resolution,  ai  folloa  s: 

Btiohed,  That  hereafter  all  Mims  of  money  accruing  or 
beeominf*  payable  to  the  United  States,  whether  for 
customs,  public  land*,  taxes,  debtn,  or  otherwise,  shall 
be  collected  and  paid  only  in  the  legfal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  are  paya- 
ble and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  lefpil  cnrrency,  un- 
der lh<  following  restrtclions  and  conditions  in  regard  to 
such  notes:  that  is,  from  and  after  the  passsffe  of  this 
rcaohttion,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  isane  biH«  or 
notes  oT  a  less  denomination  than  fire  dollars  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  payment 'of  the  poMic  dues;  from  and  after 
the  fint  day  of  July,  1839,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which 
shall  issue  bills  or  notes  of  a  lem  denomination  than  ten 
dollars  shall  be  receivable^  and,  from  and  after  the  Ist 
of  July,  1841,  the  like  prohibitton  shall  be  extended  to 
the  notes  of  all  banks  isnuing  bills  nr  notes  of  a  less  de- 
Tiomination  than  twenty  dollarst  but  the  public  debtors 
diall  have  the  option  of  paying  either  in  the  said  legal 
currency,  or  in  the  nolra  of  banks  of  tbe  description 
above  mentioned,  in  gond  credit:  provided,  however, 
(hat  no  notes  shall  be  takM  in  payment  by  (he  collect- 
ors or  receivers,  which  the  banks  in  which  they  are  to 
be  deposited  shall  not  be  wtllii^  to  pass  to  the  credit  of 
the  United  State«  as  cash. 

1*he  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printedi  and  then. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD, 

'l*he  Senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

MOHDAT,  UsCKMIIKa  26. 

HEIRS  OF  COLONEL  PHILIP  JOHNSTON. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  ihe  petition  of  Maria  Scudder, 
Martha  A.  Lloyd,  and  Elizabeth  Johnston,  tbe  children 
and  heira  of  Colonel  Philip  Johnston,  fbr  enmpenaation 
for  his  revolutionary  aervices. 

Mr.  W.  remarked:  On  presenting  Ibis  petition,  I  feel 
that  1  should  not  discharge  the  duly  which  I  have  under- 
taken for  the  respectable  petitioners,  nor  do  justice  to 
the  State  which  1  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  if 
I  did  not  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  make  known  to 
]  oii  the  merits  and  services  of  one  of  her  most  gallant 
and  patriotic  sons.  Colonel  Philip  Johnston,  (be  father 
of  the  petilionen,  was  among  the  first  ofher  sons  which 
the  devoted  patriotism  of  New  Jeraey  ofl^red  on  the 
altar  of  American  Independence.  Never,  air,  was  there 
a  more  pure  and  noble  sacrifice  made  on  that  ahar. 

At  the  declaration  of  independence,  Philip  Johnston 
was  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  New  Jersey  militiat  he 
had  been  appointed  (o  that  rank  by  an  ordinance  of  the 
Provincial  Congrcsa  of  New  Jeraey,  paased  on  the  14tb 
of  June,  1776,  provicnng  to  raise,  by  voluntary  enlist- 
ment, 3,300  militia,  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New  York. 
Thii  ordinance  waa  passed  in  purananee  of  the  resolution 
of  tbe  Continental  Congreaa  of  tb«  3d  of  the  same  month. 


On  the  let  of  August  fiillowing  be  was  promoted  to  the 
colonelcy  of  hit  regiment  in  the  brigade  under  General 
Heard,  deatined  to  form  part  of  the  flying  camp,  then 
assembling,  fur  the  defence  of  New  York.  It  was  then 
well  known  that  the  enemy,  with  a  powerful  fleet,  and  a 
well-disciplined  and  appninled  army,  was  menacing  New 
York.  I'his  was,  indeed,  "  the  time  that  tried  m'en'n 
souls."  Tbe  timid  sought  safety  in  retirement,  and  tbe 
wavering  were  dismayed. 

At  this  moment  the  earneat  and  souMtirring  appeals 
of  the  Father  of  his  Country  to  the  patriotism  and  braveiy 
of  Amerieani^  roused  tlie  patriotic  apirit  of  Ihe  sona  of 
New  Jeraey  t 

"  And  from  the  todt  orgmva  and  glen, 
Rosa  rank*  of  iron-bftarted  men, 
Tu  baUta  to  lh«  death." 

The  reputation  of  Colonel  Johnston  fur  patriotism, 
bravery,  and  talents,  enabled  him  speedily  to  enlistt  his 
regiment,  and  at  its  bead  he  marched  to  defend  his 
"bleeding  and  enfeebled  country."  He  was  then  in 
the  vigor  of  manhood,  in  the  possession  of  a  moderate 
competency,  and  the  proapeets  Of  the  future  bright  be- 
fore him.  These,  and  all  the  endearments  of  tbe  do< 
meslic  circle,  a  young  and  beloved  wife,  and  three 
daughters  of  tender  years,  he  left  at  the  call  of  hiscotin. 
try. 

The  morning  of  the  27tii  of  August,  1776,  found  Col- 
onel Johnaton  at  the  bead  of  liis  galhint  regiment,  on  the 
battle-ground  of  Long  Island,  resolved,  in  the  language 
of  his  illuitriiius  commander-in-chief,  **  to  conquer  or  to 
die."  He  fought  near  the  side,  and  under  the  eye  of 
hii  immediate  commander,  General  Sullivan.  It  was  a 
post  of  danger  as  well  ai  of  honor,  and  demanded  both 
courage  and  conduct.  Never  did  any  officer  more  gal- 
lantly fulfil  (he  expectations  of  his  country,  or  more  gta- 
riouHly  earn  a  title  to  the  blessings  and  praises  of  his 
countrymen.  Ha  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  by  a 
wound  in  liis  breast,  and  bravely  struggling  to  turn  the 
fortunes  of  that  disastrous  day.  tfe  died  fur  his  country, 
and  under  its  banner,  fighting  fur  the  general  defence, 
and  to  secure  the  blessings  of  freedom  for  his  whole 
country. 

Yei,  sir,  he  died  in  tbe  catite  and  service  of  America, 
for  (he  liberty  and  rights  of  all,  and  left  to  his  countiy- 
men  an  inestimable  legacy,  Ihe  example  of  his  pure  pa- 
triotism, Ilia  deroted  courage,  his  chivalrous  ^llantry, 
and  his  glorious  death.  Who  can  calculate  the  extent, 
the  influence,  and  .the  value,  of  that  example  upon  the 
fortunes  of  our  country  at  (hat  gloomy  and  trying  peri- 
od, when  even  **hope  was  sinking  in  dismay'"  Well, 
sir,  may  New  Jersey  glory  in  the  example  of  such  a  son. 
It  marshalled  the  way  to  those  "herMC  deeds"  which 
have  Immortaliied  our  revolutionary  sirea. 

*"Tii  to  ihe  virtues  of  such  man  man  OW«a 
His  portion  in  tbe  good  that  Heaven  bastow*; 
And  whan  recording  History  displays 
Peata  of  renown,  though  wrought  in  ancient  daya, 
Tells  or  a  few  stout  hearts  whb  fought  end  died. 
Where  duty  placed  then,  by  ihair  ciHintry'i  aide; 
Tba  man  tliat  ia  not  moved  by  what  ba  reads, 
nal  takaa  not  lira  at  their  bsrote  deeds, 
Unworthy  of  the  lilaasinga  vf  (Ha  brave, 
la  baa*  in  kind,  and  bora  to  ba  a  alava." 

Sir,  no  monument  has  been  erected,  by  tbe  gratitude  of 
his  country,  to  the  mem<Hy  of  Colonel  Jobnstoni  no  re- 
corded honors  thicken  around  hia  tombi  no  hiitory  dis- 
plays his  "  feats  of  renowni"  fur,  unfortunately  for  his 
memory,  the  revolutionary  history  of  New  Jersey  is  yet 
to  be  written.  His  fame  rcata  in  the  memory  of  bis  few- 
surviving  gallant  companions  in  arms,  or  happily  may  be 
faintly  recorded  among  the  memorials  of  frail  and  decay- 
ing memory  in  the  Pension  Office.  One  memorial  of  the 
**  henric  deeda"  of  Colonel  Johnatot^-gathered/rom  the 
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ml;  while  ncwttpmper  of  Ibe  dty,  thst  cireukted  in  Ntw 
itntf,  blotted  with  the  lean  of  his  widowed  wife  and 
^i)ierteu  dsu|chtcrs»  hu  been  ireiiurad  up  by  their  ftf- 
fection,  and  is  annexed  to  their  petition.  With  your  per- 
ninion,  Hr.  Preairlent,  I  will  reid  i(: 
P**We  hCKT  that,  id  the  Ute  action  on  Long  laland,  Cul- 
ml  Philip  Jobnston,  of  New  Jcraey,  behaved  with  re- 
aarkable  intrepiditw  and  fwlUudr.    By  ibe  weU-dtreet- 
ed  fire  from  ht»  bftttaItoa«  the  enemy  waa  aerera)  time* 
rvpuhedi  and  lanes  were  made  through  them,  until  be 
received  a  ball  in  his  breast,  which  put  an  end  to  the 
Lfe  of  as  braTe  an  officer  as  ever  commanded  a  battalion. 
General  Sullivan,  who  was  close  to  him  when  lie  fell, 
ay»  that  no  man  could  betiave  wiih  more  firmness  dn- 
ring  the  whole  action.    As  he  sacrificed  hit  Yih  in  de- 
fence of  the  invaded  rights  of  his  country,  his  memory 
most  be  dear  to  every  American  who  is  not  insensible  to 
the  fvlTeringa  of  his  injured  country,  and  as  long  as  the 
same  ufkcornipted  spirtt  of  liberty  which  led  him  to  the 
&eld  aliall  continue  lo  actuate  the  sonaof  freemen  in 
AmeriM." 

Hr.  President,  the  tree  of  American  liberty  was  nour- 
ished by  the  blood  of  such  heroes. 

But,  Mr.  Prendent,  when  the  husband  and  the  father, 
at  the  call  of  his  counti^,  steps  from  (he  circle  of  domsa- 
ttc  endearment^  a  patriot  and  a  hero,  it  is  the  aafrly  and 
protection  of  his  wife  and  children  that  neives  bin  arm 
and  animates  his  exertions  in  the  hour  of  battlrj  and  if 
he  falls*  hu  last  prayer  is  for  his  country,  and  his  last 
earthly  consolation  In,  that  his  deatli  commits  tliem  to  its 
gratitude  and  protection.  TJiis  oblijration,  which  Sfirings 
from  the  grave  of  heroism,  is  sanctioned  by  tlie  purest 
snd  noblest  feelings  of  our  nature,  and  the  hiKliest  dic- 
tates of  policy,  and  ereales  a  debt  which  descends  upon 
all  wha  inherit  the  blessings  ihiis  acquired,  If,  sir,  the 
claim  of  the  petitioners  had  no  oilier  foiindalion  than 
(hia,  it  would,  in  my  humble  j'lHgmrnl,  be  irresistible. 
But  it  does  not  rest  on  Ibis  alone;  it  is  supported  by  the 
plighted,  and,  I  am  Borr>'  to  say,  the  unredeemed,  faith 
of  their  country.  To  say  nothing,  sir,  at  present,  of  the 
pledge  Giirly  to  he  implied  from  the  aildressea  of  Gener- 
al Washington  calling  the  militia  t»  arms*  and  animating 
them  to  battle,  that  the  country  would  provide  fur  Ihetr 
wive*  and  children,  this  pledge  was  distinctly  made  to 
Colonel  Johnston  and  his  companions  in  arms.  On  the 
3J  of  June,  1776,  Congress  resolved  that  13,800  mililia 
should  be  employed  lo  reinforce  the  army  at  New  York, 
and  that  Kew  Jersey  be  requested  to  furnish  3,300  o  f  their 
militia  to  complete  that  nuniber,  to  be  enx»gctl  until  the 
Itt  of  December,  unless  somer  disclMrged  by  order  of 
Congress.  This  was  to  form  the  flying  camp  destined  for 
the  defence  of  New  York.  On  the  5;h  uf  June,  1776, 
Congress  resolved  that  the  flying  cimp  be  pluced  under 
the  command  of  such  continental  general  officer  as  the 
commander-in-chief  should  direct.  That  the  miliiia,when 
in  service,  be  regularly  paid  and  victualled,  in  the  same 
manner  aa  the  continental  troops.  General  Mercer  was 
appointeil  in  the  command  of  the  flying  camp,  thus  furm- 
etl,  on  the  30ih  July,  1776.  The  Convention  of  New 
Jersey  was  requested  by  Congress  to  raise  for  the  flying 
camp,  nnder  General  Mercer,  three  battalions  of  militia, 
in  addition  to  the  five  formerly  desired  by  Congress,  and 
send  the  same  with  all  possible  despatch  to  the  flying 
eamp)  and  that  they  should  be  officered,  paid,  and  pro- 
vided, as  directed  by  the  furmer  resolutions  for  forming 
the  flying  camp. 

ThuSk  air,  it  ii  plain  that  the  detachment  of  New  Jersey 
mihlb  required  lo  fbrm  the  flying  camp  fur  the  defence 
of  New  York,  was  called  out  by  the  Continenlal^Congrest, 
Md  fnr  the  general  defence  nf  the  countryi  and  was 
pbced  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  undrr  the 
fommand  of  continental  officer*,  and  on  the  aame  footing 
>n  all  reapectf  as  continental  troops.   In  fact,  the  battal- 


ion commanded  by  Colonel  Johnstcm  wm  enlisted  under 
a  resolution  of  Congress,  placed  under  its  control,  re- 
ceived tnio  its  service,  commanded  by  its  officers,  and 
entitled  to  all  the  benrfils  and  advantage)),  immediate 
and  pro'tpective,  which  resulted  from  that  situation.  So 
It  was  eonsiilered  by  the  ConvMtinn  of  New  Jersey,  in 
the  several  ordinances  which  they  passed  to  raise  the 
men  required  to  reinfiiree  the  army  at  Mew  York. 

In  the  last  ordinance  passed  by  the  Convention  i<f  New 
Jersey,  on  the  lltlt  August,  1776,  to  rarry  into  effect  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  to  which  I  have  referred,  the  pre- 
amble recites:  **  The  Convention,  viewing  with  serious 
concern  the  present  alarming  situation  of  this  and  her 
sister  States — that  on  a  prudent  use  of  the  present  means 
depend  their  livrs,  (heir  liberty,  and  happiness,  think  it 
their  indispensable  duly  to  put  their  militia  on  such  a 
footing;  that  the  whole  force  may  be  moat  advantageous- 
ly exerted."  For  that  purp'Me,  the  whole  militia  were 
classed  in  two  divisions,  and  one  half  were  immediately 
dt-laclied  lo  join  (he  flying  camp  at  New  York. 

After  the  appropriate  details  that  ordinance  conchides 
in  a  strain  of  patriutlc  cicqueiice  unknown  to  the  rolls  of 
statute^  and  which  I  cannot  deny  myself  (he  pleasure  of 
recalling  tnthe  recollection  of  our  country.  II  breathe* 
ihe  pure  spirit  of  "  'Seventy-six."  t 

■«  And  whereas  the  principles  of  equity  and  humanity 
rrquire  that  a  prnper  compensation  and  provision  should 
of  made  fur  the  families  of  all  such  aa  may  be  killed  or 
wounded  in  the  service,  the  Convention  pledge  the  f^ilh 
of  this  Stale  that  an  adequate  provision  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid  shall  he  made. 

*Mn  this  interesiiog  aitiiatlon,  viewing,  on  the  one 
hand,  an  active,  inveterate,  and  implacable  enemyi  in- 
creasing  fast  in  strength,  receiving  large  rrinforcemenli«, 
sfid  industriously  preparing  to  strike  some  decisive  blow; 
on  (lie  other,  a  considerable  part  nf  the  inhabitants  su- 
pinely slumbering  on  the  brink  of  ni!n,  moved  with  af- 
fecting apprehension,  the  Cniivention  think  it  incumbent 
upon  them  lo  warn  their  constituent-*  of  their  impending 
danger.  On  you,  our  friends  and  brethren,  it  depends 
this  day  to  determine  whether  your  wives  your  children, 
and  millions  of  your  dencendants  yet  nnborn,  shall  wear 
Ihe  galling,  ignomiiiinus  yoke  nf  slavery,  or  nobly  inherit 
(he  generous,  Ihe  inestimable  blessingi  of  freedom. 
The  altrrnative  is  before  you.  Can  you  hesitate  in  your 
'.  choice?  Can  you  doubt  which  to  prefer?  Say,  will  you 
be  sKvrs^  Will  you  toil,  and  labor,  and  glean  together 
a  little  properly,  mrrely  that  it  may  be  at  the  disposal  of 
a  relentless*  and  rapacious  conqueror?  Will  you,  of 
choice,  become  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water? 
Impossible.  You  cannot  be  so  amazingly  degenerate  as 
to  lick  (he  hand  that  is  raised  to  shed  your  blood.  Na- 
ture and  nature's  God  have  made  you  free.  Liberty  is 
the  birthright  of  Americans — Ihe  gin  of  Ileaveni  and  the 
irialant  it  i  s  forced  from  you,  you  take  leave  of  every 
thing  valuable  on  earth:  your  happiness  rr  misery,  virtu- 
ous independence  or  disgraceful  servitude,  hang  trem- 
bling in  the  balance.  Happily,  we  know  lhat.we  can 
anticipate  your  virluoua  choice. 

•*  With  coiiRdent  satisfaction  we  are  assured  that  not 
a  moment  will  delay  ynur  important  decision;  that  ymi 
cannot  feel  hesitation  whether  you  will  tamely  and  de- 
generately bend  )our  necks  to  the  irretrievable  wretch- 
edness of  slavery,  or,  by  your  instant  and  animated  exer- 
tions, enjoy  the  fair  inheritance  of  heaven-born  freedom, 
and  transmit  it  unimpaired  to  posterity." 

It  was  under  this  animated  and  eloquent  appeal  to  his 
patrio'ism,  and  solemn  pledge  that  a  proper  compen. 
sationand  provision  ahould  be  made  for  bis  family,  that 
Colonel  Johnston  marched  to  the  field  of  his  death  and 
renown. 

That  pledge,  sir,  was  never  redeemed  by  the  State  of 
Ncv  Jerscj}  and  tliat  pledge  derolyc^  upon  the  UBitett 
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Sute*,  and  vu  solemnly  auiimril  by  tliem  when  they 
UHimed  the  revolalionkry  debt  and  obligations  of  the 
several  States.  It  rests  upon  the  equity  and  humanity 
of  those  who  are  now  enjoying  llie  fair  inheritance  of 
freedom  which  Colonel  Jimn^ton  died  to  oblvtn.  In  ad< 
dition  lo  all  (his,  the  claim  of  the  ffelitionera  is  alw)  sua- 
lained  by  the  equity,  if  not  the  expreas  letter,  of  variuua 
resoluliona  of  Congrns.  I  refer  particuUrly  to  ihoae  of 
the  15th  Hay  and  36lh  Srplembert  1778;  the  24ih 
August,  1780,  and  the  26th  Hay,  1781.  It  is  likewise 
sanctioned  by  several  Iswa  of  Congress,  making  compen- 
sation fiirrevohitiuriaryferTicebinAiialogouscaae^,  which 
I  forbear  to  detain  jou  by  en'imt-rsting. 

Stroi^  as  the  claim  of  the  petttionirrg  is  upon  its  own 
mer'ila,  there  is  another  considrratinn  which,  sir,  I  feel 
bound  lo  press  on  your  attention.  It  spprars  that  one 
of  the  petittnnera  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Scudder,  Eiq- 
His  youth  was  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  country,  in 
one  of  the  bureaus  established  hy  the  Kevntutitm.  lie  is 
the  surviving  son  of  Colond  Nitthaniel  Scudder,  one  of 
thai  illustrious  band  of  revohilionary  patriots  and  heroes 
who  devoted  himself  lo  the  aervice  of  his  country,  both 
in  the  cabinet  and  in  the  fititd,  and  was  alike  distingu>ah- 
ed  for  bia  wikIoid  mn  a  sialeamsn.  and  bravery  as  a  sol- 
dier. Amonff  the  fint  in  his  native  State  to  espouse  the 
cause  of  American  independence,  he  was,  from  its  decla- 
ration until  his  death,  honored  with  a  seat  either  in  the 
counc  is  of  his  native  Stale,  or  in  Congress  B  it  he 
did  not  avsil  himseKnf  the  exemption  which  his  civil 
employments  conrevred  to  relieve  him  from  military 
duty. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  rcvoluliotiary  wan.  Colonel 
Scudder  was  hoiinretl  with  the  command  of  a  reKimenl 
of  militia  of  his  native  county,  then  peculiarly  exposed 
to  the  invasion  of  the  enemy.  In  the  hour  nf  danger  he 
w*ai  always  to  be  found  at  its  head,  bravely  delt-nding 
his  native  soil.  But  it  was  not  his  fate  there  to  fall  in 
all  *<  the  piide,  pump,  and  circumstance  of  fclorii  us  war." 
He  wai  killed  on  the  16ih  October,  1781,  near  Black 
Point,  in  tbe  county  of  Monmouth,  while  bravely  leading 
such  of  his  fellow-soldiers' as  rould  be  collrctefl  on  a 
Hidden  alarm,  to  repel  a  predatory  excursion  of  the 
enemy.  The  honors  of  war  were  the  only  public  tribute 
piirl  to  hi*  memnryt  and  to  this  day  his  children  have 
neither  asked  nor  received  any  thin^  from  the  bnunty  of 
their  country  as  a  compensation  for  their  irretrievable 

l0S4, 

Thus,  sir,  by  a  happy  coincidence,  this  petition  pre- 
sents before  you  the  dsujthler  of  the  first  militia  colonel 
of  New  Jersey,  and  the  S'>n  of  the  last  who  fell  in 
scliieving  our  glorious  independence.  Never  did  death 
confer  greater  honor  upon  children.  If  it  c:innul  disarm 
poverty  of  its  miseries,  it  ennobles  it. 

The  children  of  Colonel  Juhnslon,  now  aged,  infirm, 
and*  it  gives  me  pain  to  add,  poor,  are  coir^pelled  tu  ask 
of  their  coi;nlry  ihe  redemption  of  that  pledge,  sok  midy 
made  to  their  faiher^  to  relieve  them  from  the  severe 
pressure  of  misfortunes  which  lisve  resulted  from  neither 
crime  nor  vice.  Their  father  died  on  Ihe  firsi  battle- 
field where  the  star-apangled  banner  was  unfurled  in 
defence  of  American  independrncct  that  glorious  prze 
for  which  he  fntight  and  died,  which  animated  his  ex- 
ertions and  nerved  tiisarm  when  that  banner  waved  fitfully 
over  the  field  of  his  death  and  his  country's  misfortunes, 
has  been  otjtained  by  his  country.  The  star-spnngled 
banner  now  waves  in  iriumpu  '  *  over  the  land  of  the  free 
Mid  the  home  of  the  brave,"  the  pride  and  protection 
of  a  great,  prosperous,  and  hsppy  nation. 

The  petitioners  now  submit  their  case  to  the  rquily, 
the  humaniiy,  and  plighted  faith  of  their  country. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  moving  tliat  the  petition  be 
read,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  KeroJutiontry 
ClaiiBSf  which  motion  was  agreed  to* 


THE  EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  BENTON  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  to  ex- 
punge from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  resolution  of 
March,  1834,  censuring  the  conduct  of  the  President 
for  removing  the  depositea  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
SiBte%  &c.;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  [Tl>e  res- 
olution is  in  the  same  words  with  the  one  on  the  sama 
subject  introdnced  by  Mr.  Bkhton  at  the  la^t  session.] 

Afier  transuding  some  other  business 

The  Senate  went  into  executive  business;  and  when 
Ihe  dnors  were  opened. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


TOEBDAT,  UECEXaEH  27. 

ADMISSION  OP  MICHIGAN. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  through  A-  Jackboit,  jr.,  his  private  sec- 
retary, on  the  subject  of  Ihe  admission  of  Michigan  into 
the  Union,  with  ducumenta.  atating  that  Uich^gan,  hy 
conTrnlion.  had,  at  a  late  day,  complied  with  the  rfgu- 
laiinn^  of  the  conditional  act  of  admission. 

Mr  GRUNDT  moved  that  the  meauge  and  documents 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Commitlee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  DKNrQN  rcmsrked  th  it,  as  the  President  had 
giieii  his  opinion  that  Michigan  had  corpplied  with  th? 
req  lisite  terms  of  admission,  and  as  he  had  said  that  lie 
should  have  ibStied  liis  proclamation  accordingly,  had 
the  information  arrivtd  during  (lie  recess  uf  Congress, 
he  (Ur.  B.)  regarded  the  proposed  reference  as  a  mere 
matter  of  lurm,  and  would  prefer  that  a  joini  resolution 
uf  udmissinn  shniild  forthwith  be  passed  by  both  Houks. 

Mr.  GUUNDY  said  he  would  still  prefer  the  course 
which  he  had  suggested,  and  on  this  account;  lhat  the 
first  convention  hud  not  assented  to  the  terms  nf  admis- 
sion, but  annther  conveniion  had  decided  to  accede  lo 
tlie  pri)p(.sition  made  by  Ihe  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  ftreal  inquiry  now  was.  are  the  proceed- 
ings in  accordance  with  the  act  of  admission  f  The  de- 
cision of  which  qiitstion  depends  on  information  whicli 
oujiht  lo  be  ascertained  before  the  actual  admission, 
though  the  President  had  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  all 
was  right,  nnd,  if  the  information  had  come  during  the 
feces*,  he  would  hai'e  acted  accordingly.  Mr.  G.  had 
no  design  to  produce  any  delay,  by  a  reference  to  a  com- 
mitter. He  should  not  withdraw  his  motion,  and  he 
hoped  the  Senator  it  ould  withdraw  his  opposition. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  lhat,  as  the  eommillee  might 
draw  up  a  joint  resolution  for  admiuion  tn-day,  he  should 
not  oppose  the  reference. 

The  me^ge  was  referred  accordingly. 

THE  THEASURY  CIHCULAH. 

The  Senate  now  proceeded  to  (he  special  order,  the 
further  conaidrration  of  the  joint  resolution  introduced 
by  Mr.  EwiK».  of  Ohio,  on  this  •ubjeel,  the  question 
being  on  Ihe  amemlment  or  substitute  offered  by  Mr. 
BivRB  to  that  resolution;  which  substitute  proposes  to 
refuse  to  receive  fur  the  public  dues  the  bdls  of  such 
banks  as  issued,  after  certain  specified  periwls,  bills  un- 
der certain  specified  de  nominal  ionst  (lie  *<ibsti(ule  also 
leaving  in  the  power  of  the  depusite  banks  to  rrfuse 
such  funds  as  (hey  may  think  proper. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  Mho  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  rose 
and  addressed  the  Chair  as  fallows: 

Mr.  President:  Although  it  was  on  my  motion  that 
the  Senate  adjinirned  on  Thursday  last.  yet.  in  moving 
for  the  adjournment,  it  was  not  then  my  intention  to 
address  the  Senate  this  morning  upun  the  subject  now 
under  consideration.  But  as  I  bhall  have  no  be(ter  op- 
portunily  lo  express  my  own  views  with  rcfireace  to 
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tbe  depotite  bill  of  Ihe  htt  icfHon,  which  secnis  to  be 
innlved  in  this  discussion,  and  u  T  have  been,  in  con- 
nexion with  mjr  college,  most  grossly  mUrepreaented 
in  reUt'HHi  to  our  vote  upon  tbat  bill,  tnd  ss  the  princi- 
ples of  that  bill  have  been  mott  ilrangely  miiunder- 
itood— certainly  roost  Talsely  and  perversely  stated  in 
ibe  public  journals — 1  will  avail  myself  of  the  oppgrtn- 
nity  now  presented,  briefly  to  express  ihe  considerations 
vhich  induced  me  to  give  my  support  to  that  measure. 
Befbrr,  bowever,  I  proceed  to  notice  tliat  bill,  I  sliall 
•dveK  to  th«  resolutions  of  the  Senator  fVom  Ohio- 
shall  endeavor  to  explain  their  object,  and,  m  my  appre- 
kenMon.  the  impracticability  of  accomplishing  the  object 
intended,  in  tbe  way  and  manner  proposed.  The  resolu- 
tioas  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  are  as  follows: 

**  Bta^ned  by  tke  Sataie  and  Hmm  oj  Reprttentatitf 
^  tie  UtdUd  Statt*  ^  America  in  Cnwren  attembted. 
That  Ihe  T>easury  order  ot  the  eleventh  day  of  July, 
anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tiiirly-aix, 
desgnaling  the  funds  «hich  should  be  receivable  in 
pa>ment  for  public  lands,  far,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
reficinded. 

"Beaohed,  ai$Ot  That  it  shall  not  be  la»fut  for  the 
BecreUry  of  the  Treasury  to  delegate  to  any  person,  or 
to  any  coiporalion,  the  power  of  directing  »bat  funds 
Aail  be  receivable  fur  custOM,  or  for  tbe  public  hndsi 
nor  rtiall  he  make  any  discrimination  in  the  funds  so  re> 
eeivable,  between  different  individuals,  or  between  the 
d'fferent  branches  ol  the  public  revenue." 

The  first  resolutioa  seeks  to  rept-al  the  Treasury  or- 
der— the  specie  circular,"  as  it  is  called — of  the  1  llh 
of  July,  1836.  The  second  is  intended  to  prohibit  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  his  aulhorited  agentF, 
from  directing  what  funds  sliall  be  received  fur  customs, 
or  for  the  public  lands,  and  prohibiting  him  frum  miking 
any  discriminalion  in  the  funds  so  rtceivable  between 
dHferent  individuals,  or  between  the  different  branches 
of  the  public  revenue.  The  main  purpose  of  the  reso- 
lation  is  to  rescind  the  order  of  ibe  Executive,  bearing 
t'ateon  the  11th  of  July,  1836,  directed  to  "receivers  of 
public  money  and  to  the  drpmite  banks." 

Can  this  be  accuBprisbedf  la  this  matttr  within  our 
power?  It  seema  to  me  that  If  these  resolutions  should 
pass  both  Houses  of  Congress,  the  object  which  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  has  in  view  would  not  thereby  be 
effected.  K  tbe  order  of  the  lllh  of  July,  1836,  was 
ifsued  by  authority  of  law,  the  resulutiun  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  should  seek  to  repeal  the  law  upon  which 
ttie  order  is  bssed,  and  which  gave  authority  for 
ksotng  the  order.  If  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Ttaagury  has  not  been  issued  in  pursuance  of  law,  tbe 
order  itaeiris  of  no  efTeeti  and  any  reaolution  which  we 
could  pass,  rescinding  such  an  order,  would  be  alike 
ineffectual. 

If  ibe  Secretary  had  the  legal  power  to  send  forth  the 
Older,  it  is  beyond  the  legislative  control  of  Congress. 
If  the  SecreUry,  or  the  President,  through  the  Secre* 
lary,  bad  the  right  to  promulgate  the  drcular,  be  may 
be  answerable  lur  the  manner  in  which  he  exercises  that 
rigfat)  bnt  tbe  act  caonot  itself  be  repealed  by  any  legis- 
lation of  Congress. 

If  tbe  BecreUry  had  not  the  authority,  the  power,  the 
right  toiMue  tbe  order,  then  the  order  itselfii  perfectly 
nugatory. 

The  Executive  is  an  independent  branch  of  the  Gov- 
emment.  Tbe  Senate  can  have  no  more  power  over 
the  rightful  acts  of  that  branch  of  tbe  Government,  than 
it  has  over  an  order  of  the  House  of  Kepresenutives,  or 
an  order  of  the  Judimary. 

One  branch  of  tbe  Government,  exercising  its  powers 
sod  its  duties  within  the  constitution  and  tbe  law,  can- 
not have  tU  acts  rescinded  and  set  at  nought  by  the  ac- 
tion of  any  other  branch  of  the  Government. 
VoK.  XIII.— 9 


If  the  order,  then,  has  been  issued  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  iBode  proposed 
to  get  rid  of  it  is  objectionable,  and,  in  my  view,  unwar- 
rantable. If  not  iuued  in  purwiance  of  law,  tbe  adop* 
tion  of  the  resolution  would  seem  to  roe  equally  objec* 
tionable  and  unwarrantable.  In  such  a  case,  the  officer 
should  be,  and  ought  lo  be,  held  amenable  for  sucb  an 
»»umption  cf  power.  It  therefore  occurs  to  me,  that 
the  object  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  in  view  cannot  be 
attained  in  the  way  proposedt  an'l  if  Uie  last  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  alMruld  be  adopted,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  direct  effect  would  be  to  prohibit  teeeivera 
from  accepting  tbe  paper  of  local  banks,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  It  proposes, 
in  tertns,  to  lake  the  power  frum  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  designate  the  kind  of  money  receivable  <  and, 
should  it  be  adopted,  if  any  effect  shall  be  produced 
whatever,  it  will  be  to  exclude  from  tbe  offices  of  our 
receivers  all  local  bank  paper.  1'hey  would  be  bound 
to  take  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  unless  the  joint 
resolution  of  April,  1816,  is  imperative  and  obltgatoryi 
and  if  that  be  so,  the  Executive  had  no  authority  to  re- 
strain the  legal  operation  of  that  resolution;  for,  if  bind- 
ing, it  gives  to  the  debtor  rights  which  cannot  be  tn- 
fringed  or  taken  away  by  executive  power.  If  the  order 
of  Julv  11,  18i6k  was  unauthorised,  tbe  resolution  to 
rescind  It  would  be  unnecessary.  Its  adoption  could 
not  prevent  the  immediate  promulgation  of  a  aimilar  or- 
drr,  in  case  the  Executive,  charged  with  tbe  execution 
of  the  laws,  should  consider  it  to  be  his  duty  tu  do  so. 
To  accomplish  the  object  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  in 
view,  we  must  go  beyond  the  order  itself)  we  must  go 
to  the  law  on  which  that  order  was  based*  and  in  the 
execution  of  which  it  is  presumed  thwl  tbe  order  in 
question  wis  issued.  I'o  render  the  order  of  no  efiiict, 
we  must  amend  the  law. 

1  propose,  Mr.  Prendent,  fir«t  to  exsmine  the  ques- 
tion, whether  tbe  Executive  had  a  legal  authority  to 
issue  the  order  uf  the  11th  of  July,  1836(  and,  if  be  had 
the  power,  whether  it  was  a  mstter  of  policy  fur  him  to 
exercise  it  at  the  time  and  under  the  circumstances  he 
did. 

Had  tlie  President,  through  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Ibe  power  to  issue'  the  order  of  the  11th  of 
July  last? 

On  this  point  I  can  entertain  no  doubt.  It  seems  to 
my  mind  lo  be  clear  and  free  from  difBcultyi  and  so  far 
from  its  being  a  wanton  assumption  of  power,  so  far 
from  its  being  illegal,  it  is  a  power  In  strict  accordance 
with  (he  requisitions  of  existing  laws,  and  which  Ibe 
President)  eharf^ed  with  their  execution,  was  bound  to 
issue  if  he  considered  tbe  public  interest  demanded  it. 

The  public  Isnds  were  tbe  nroperty  of  our  common 
countrj't  they  had  been  obtained  by  ihe  sacrifices  and  ser- 
vices, the  blood  antl  the  treasure,  of  Ihe  whole  republic, 
during  the  war  of  the  Itevolutiont  and  they  were  early 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  necessarily 
mcurred  in  tbe  establishment  of  mir  national  independ- 
ence. 

An  act  of  Cungreas  which  haa  reference  to  fhe  sale  of 
the  public  lands  was  ptissed  Hay  18,  1796,  and  makes 
no  particular  designation  as  to  the  kind  of  money  re- 
ceivable. It  fixes  the  minimum  price  at  two  dollars  per 
acre,  and  directs  that,  «'upon  payment  of  a  moiety  of  the 
purchase-money,  the  purchaser  ^ill  have  a.year*! 
credit  for  the  residue." 

The  act  of  Jdarch,  1797,  deelarea  **  that  the  evidencei 
of  the  public  debt  uf  the  United  Slates  shall  be  receiva- 
ble in  payment  of  any  of  the  lands  which  may  be  here- 
arter  sold  in  conformity  to  the  act"  of  1796. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  May  10,  ISOO,  provides, 
<■  That  no  lands  shult  be  sold  by  virtue  of  this  act.  at 
either  public  or  private  sale,  for  len  than  two  dollar* 

Digitized  by  Google 


-131 


GALES  Sl  SKAT0N*S  UEGISTEU 


132 


Srhatb.]  Treaaurj/ 


per  icrct  Bn<l  payment  mxy  be  made  for  the  same  by  all 
purcliMen,  eitlier  in  specie,  or  in  evidences  of  tlic  pub- 
lic debt  oT  ihe  United  Staler"  at  cerUta  rales,  which 
are  prescribed  in  the  act.  And  thus  the  law  stood  untH 
1890,  when  Itte  credit  syatem  wis  abuliahed.  From  a 
view  of  these  several  acln,  it  results  tliat,  under  ihe  act 
of  1796,  there  was  no  particular  designiition  of  the  kind 
of  currency  receivable  for  the  public  Undsj  but  ilie  p»y- 
menta  were  to  be  made  "in  money,"  that  is,  the  legal 
currency  of  the  country.  Under  the  act  of  1797,  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt  were  made  receivable  for  the 
public  hinda;  and  under  the  act  of  1800,  specie  or  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt  were  required  inpa>nient. 
Such  was  the  law,  and  such  was  the  practice  under  the 
law,  with  reference  to  the  public  lands,  until  the  act  of 
April,  1830,  except  it  was  provided,  by  the  parlieular 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1812,  that  Treasury  notes  were 
made  receivable  for  all  public  lands  sold  by  the  authori- 
ty of  the  United  Stales. 

The  fourth  section  uf  the  act  of  the  24th  of  April,  1830, 
making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands, 
teems  to  my  mind  to  settle  the  question  ss  to  the  leffali- 
ty  of  the  specie  circularconelusively.  It  declares^  "That 
no  lands  shall  be  sold,  st  any  public  sules  thereby  autho- 
rized, fur  a  less  price  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  an  acre,  nor  on  any  other  termi  than  that  of  ca^h 
payment." 

The  requisition  is,  that  the  salea  of  the  public  lands 
•hall  not  be  nsde  on  any  other  terms  than  that  of  **  cash 
payment.*'  Iliere  cannot  be  two  opinions,  here  or  else- 
wneK,  u  to  the  import  of  the  terms  **cash  payment." 
It  mcsna  payments  In  the  cimstitutional  or  in  the  legal 
currency  of  the  country,  in  gold  or  silver,  or  in  the  psper 
currency  which  had  been  previously  eslttblished  by  law. 
By  acts  of  Congreu,  Treasury  notes  were  at  one  time  re- 
eetrablc  for  (he  public  lands,  and  bills  of  the  D»nk  of  the 
United  States  were  msde  receivable  by  the  provisions 
of  the  charter  itself.  But  at  the  date  of  the  specie  cir- 
cular no  such  legislative  provisions  were  in  force.  There 
wss,  then,  no  legal  obligation  at  the  date  of  that  order  to 
receive  any  thing  for  the  public  lands,  or  for  the  cus- 
toms, but  gold  or  silver,  unless  that  obligation  is  imposed 
by  ihe  joint  resolution  of  the  30th  of  April,  1816. 

It  is  perfectly  true,  that,  in  prsctice,  the  legal  obliga- 
tion has  bero  relaxed;  but  it  is  not  beLevcd  to  have  been 
done  at  the  risk  of  ihe  Gorernmenl.  Paper  money,  be- 
side the  bills  of  Ihe  Dank  of  the  United  States,  had  been 
received;  and  uur  colleclors  were  in  the  habit  of  receiv- 
ing iLe  paprr  of  some  State  banks,  at  particular  tTmeii 
and  places,  and  under  peculiar  circitmslancea,  for  the 
debts  due  to  the  Governmenl;  but  such  collections  were 
upon  the  responaibillly  of  the  receivers.  The  rt-laiatiim 
of  the  rule  of  law  had  been  fur  individual  accommodation. 

I  have  stated  that,  by  tlieex|irrS9  terms  of  the  chsrter, 
the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  were  made  re- 
ceivable fur  customs  and  for  pubhc  lands.  But  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  wtiich  was  made  the  depository  of 
the  money  of  the  United  States,  would  not  receive  in 
depoaite  all  Stale  bank  paper  as  cash,  although  of  the 
descripttqp  as  stated  in  the  reaolution  of  1816.  That 
charter  expired  on  the  3d  of  March  Ukt,  and  the  Pren- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  in  his  annual  message  to  Con- 
gress^ December,  1835,  remarks,  that  *'  It  is  mcumbent 
on  Congress,  in  guarding  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the 
country,  to  discuntinue,  by  tuch  a  law  as  was  passed  in 
1813,  the  receipt  of  the  bills  of  Ihe  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  in  payment  of  the  public  reveniiei"  and,  in  pur- 
suance of  this  recummendHtion  of  the  Tresident,  Con- 
gress did,  at  the  li«st  session,  repeal,  in  express  terms, 
the  14th  section  of  the  act  chartering  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  It  will  be  found  by  llMt  aeclion  that  the 
bills  of  that  bank  were  msde  reccivsble  fur  the  public 
dues.   I  will  read  the  act  of  the  last  session  in  relation 
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to  this  matter,  as  it  lias  been  urged  in  argument  that  the 
message  of  the  Presiilent,  and  the  consequent  action  of 
Cungreas  thereon,  had  reference  to  a  different  maltrr. 
That  act  declares: 

«« That  the  14lh  section  oflhe  act  entitled  '  An  act  to 
incorporHte  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  uf  the  United 
Slates,  approved  April  10,  1816,*  shall  be,  and  the  tame 
is  hereby,  repealed," 

Tliii  was  but  an  answer  to  the  messsget  it  had  no 
•lort  of  reft^rence  1o  the  resolution  uf  1816,  nor  had  (he 
messsge  any  such  reference. 

On  Ihe  Ihh  of  July,  1836,  there  was  nothing  then  in 
the  way  uf  this  circular,  but  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
30th  of  April,  1816.  I  propose  to  refer  to  the  histoid 
of  our  own  legislation,  as  afToiding  us  some  light  upoit 
this  interesting  subject  of  the  currency.  It  will  be  found 
(hat  at  early  as  the  31st  of  July,  1789,  Congress  passed 
an  act  "to  regulate  the  collec'ion  of  duties," and  the 
30th  section  of  that  act  requires: 

'*That  Ihe  duties  and  feet  to  be  collected  by  virttieof 
this  act  shall  be  received  in  gold  and  silver  coin  onlyi" 
and  goes  on  to  establish  the  rales  at  which  foreign  gold 
and  silver  should  be  taken  and  received.  This  act  was 
repealed  by  the  act  of  August  4,  1790;  but  it  will  be 
found  that,  by  the  56t)i  section  of  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  in  Angutt,  1790,  a  provision  precisely  similar  is 
introduced,  which  wss  contained  in  the  act  of  1789. 

The  mint  was  established  on  the  13ib  of  April,  1793; 
and  by  the  16.h  section  of  that  act  of  Con^at  it  it  pro- 
vided ''that  all  the  gold  and  silver  coins  which  shall  have 
been  struck  at  and  issued  from  the  said  mini,  shall  be 
a  lawful  tender  in  alt  payments  whatsoever!  those  of  full 
weight  according  to  the  respective  values  hereinbefure 
declared,  and  tho!>e  of  less  than  full  weight  at  values  pro- 
porliunati;  to  their  respective  weights," 

Tlitis  it  appears  that  by  the  acts  urCongreas,  not  only 
foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  at  certain  rates  were  made 
receivable,  but  also  the  gold  and  Hlver  coins  struck  at 
our  mint  were  also  made  a  lawful  tender. 

The  first  United  Stales  Bank  wss  chartered  on  the 
31tt  of  February,  1791;  and  it  will  be  seen,  by  a  refer- 
ence tu  Ihe  lOlh  section  of  that  act  of  Congress,  *'  that 
Ihe  bills  or  notes  of  the  said  corporation  "riginally  made 
payable,  or  which  shall  hnve  become  payable  on  demand, 
in  gold  and  silver  coin,  sltall  be  receivable  in  all  pay- 
ments to  the  United  Stalca."  And  thus,  by  the  express 
enactment  of  Congress,  were  the  bills  of  ihe  United 
States  Bank  made  receivable  for  all  debts  due  to  the 
Government;  and  by  a  reference  to  the  74ih  section-of 
the  act  of  ihe  3d  of  March,  1799,  which  repealti  the  act 
of  August,  1790,  and  which  "regulates  the  collection  of 
(hitlea  ui)  iinpons  and  tonnage,"  it  will  be  fotind  *'  that 
all  duties  and  fef  s  to  be  collected  sliall  be  payable  in  the 
money  uf  the  United  Slates,  or  in  foreign  gold  and  ailver 
culnt"  at  fixed  rates. 

By  Ihe  act  of  Congress  of  June  30,  1612,  it  is  provi- 
ded "that  Treasury  notes,  wherever  made  payable,  shall 
be  every V  litre  received  In  payment  of  all  duties  and 
taxes  laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United  Slates,  and  of 
all  public  lands  sold  by  Ihe  said  authority 

On  the  19th  of  March,  1813,  Congress  passed  an  act 
expressly  repealing  the  10th  section  of  the  act  iiicorpu> 
rating  the  aubscribers  lo  the  Rnt  Bank  of  the  Untied 
Stales. 

Between,  then,  the  19lh  of  March,  1813,  and  the  10th 
of  April,  1816,  when  the  second  United  States  Bank  was 
chartered,  American  and  foreign  gold  and  silver,  and 
Treasury  notes  only,  were  receivable  for  Ihe  public 
duesi  and,  as  I  have  before  said,  it  is  provided  by  the 
fourteenth  aection  of  the  act  establishing  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  Stales,  *<That  ifae  bills  Itr  notes  of  the  said 
corporation  originally  made  pB)able,  or  which  ahsli  have 
beevme  payable  on  demand,  shall  be  recclrabie  in  all 
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pqrMcnU  to  the  United  Slates,  unlcM  oUierwue  directed 
hj  ut  of  Congress.'* 
And  tli«  section  nrxt  r<fll»win^  ssaignt  ■  good  reaion 
this  prefcfence  wu  ao  decideilly  givtn  to  tlie  bills 
of  the  BAiik  or  the  United  StaUi;  for  no  one  can  doubt 
that  ttus  Fourteemh  aection  gave  to  the  paper  of  that 
bank  s  currency  and  a  circulation  which  it  never  could 
bave  had  if  that  had  not  have  been  incorporated  in  the 
ehartcr.  The  15lh  section  provides  "that  during  the 
HMiUnuance  of  the  act,  and  whenever  required  by  the 
Secrefftry  of  the  Treasury,  the  said  corporation  shall 
jCiTe  the  necessary  (iwihttes  Tor  iransferrine^  the  public 
fimds  from  place  to  place  within  the  United  Stales,  and 
for  ^tributing  the  same  in  piyment  of  the  public  cred- 
itors, without  charge." 

And  the  next  MIowing  section  provides  "  that  the  de- 
poses of  the  money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in 
which  (be  said  twnk  and  branches  thereof  may  be  ealah- 
lidied,  shall  be  made  in  said  hank  or  branches  thereof, 
unless  the  Secretary  shall  otherwise  direct,*'  tec.  It  was 
clearly  intended,  by  the  introduction  of  the  Tourteenth 
section  into  the  charter,  to  grant  an  important  and  ex- 
clusive pi  ivilcgv  to  the  bank;  and  it  is  just  as  clear  to  my 
mind  that  the  bank  waa  bound  to  receive  in  deposite 
"  the  money  of  the  United  States,"  and  to  transfer,  with- 
out  charge,  that  money,  which  constituted  the  public 
funds,  from  place  to  place,  as  required. 

The  currency  which  the  bank  was  bound  to  receive 
m  deposite,  and  uhich  constituted  the  "  public  funds," 
was  foreign  coin  at  fixed  rates,  the  coinage  of  our  own 
mini,  and  Treasury  notes.  The  bank  could  not  hare 
refused  tu  have  received  either  of  these  descriptions  of 
currency,  and  it  never  did  refuite  so  to  do.  Thtts  mat- 
lers  aio«id  when,  in  just  twenty  days  after  the  bank  waa 
etiabtuhetl,  conei  the  resolution  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1816,  and  it  eertunly  cannot  be  unimportant  to  inquire 
bow  Ibis  resolution  .happened  to  be  offered,  and  huw  it 
happened  to  be  adopted.  A  character  is  now  given  to 
it  which  I  never  supposed  it  waa  entitled  to,  and  hence 
it  may  be  useful  to  trace  its  origin,  in  order  to  determine 
iu  true  character  and  object. 

tt  is  now  not  only  matter  of  public  history,  but  must 
be  within  the  particular  recollection  of  the  members  of 
the  Senate,  tliat,  during  the  last  war,  the  banks  in  New 
Tork,  and  west  and  south  of  New  York,  had  stopped 
payment.  The  banks  of  New  England  did  not,  during 
that  period,  saspend  specie  payments.  But  the  banks 
firal  referred  to  had  issued  a  floud  of  paper  on  individu- 
al Mcurily,  and  on  a  pledge  of  Treasury  notes;  an  amount 
which,  at  the  time,  the  banks  themselves  were  wholly 
unable  to  redeem.  Much  of  this  depreaated  uncurtent 
paper  had  found  its  way  into  Ibe  public  Treatui^  for 
Customs  and  for  lands.  No  man  can  say  that  tlie  receipt 
of  this  money  waa  nut  an  entire  departure  from  the  re- 
quisitions of  ex-sting  Uw.  But  still  its  receipt  seemed 
to  be  unavoidable!  it  was  the  only  money  in  circulation 
in  New  York  and  west  of  New  York;  and  although  the 
acts  of  Congreas  expressly  required  that  the  customs 
ehouM  be  received  only  in  gold  and  silver,  and  Treasury 
notes,  yet,  considering  tbe  particular  criai^  and  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  the  country,  it  was  next  to  an  im* 
poasibilily  for  tbe  public  receivers  and  collectors  to  observe 
expressly  and  literally  the  law;  and  l:ence  an  immense 
amount  of  thia  depreciated  paper  had  accumulated  in  the 
public  Treasury.  The  banks  tlicmselvea  were  receiving 
enormous  profits  upon  their  isliiest  and  the  funds  of  the 
Government  were  in  moat  imminent  jeopardy.  Tlie  Sec* 
rrtary  ot  tlie  Treasury  could  not,  at  Out  time,  if  he  would, 
upon  hia  own  motion,  without  the  order  and  direction  of 
Congreas,  have  checked  this  growing  evil;  he  could  not 
have  changed  the  course. 

The  author  of  the  resolution  hiirself,  in  a  most  able 
speedi  which  he  made  in  tbe  House  of  RcprcicotatiTca, 


with  reference  to  this  subject,  much  better  expressed 
than  1  can  the  character  and  extent  of  the  then  existing 
evil,  and  the  requisite  remedy  therefor.    lie  remarked: 

**  What  waa  the  present  evil?  Having  a  perfectly 
aound  national  currency,  and  the  Government  having  no 
power  in  fact  to  make  any  thing  else  current  but  gold 
and  silver,  there  had  grown  up  in  different  Statea  a  cur- 
rency of  paper,  issued  by  banks  setting  out  with  the  prom* 
ise  to  pay  gold  and  silver,  which  they  bad  been  wholly 
unable  to  redeem;  tbe  consequence  was,  that  there  was 
a  man  of  paper  afloat,  of  perhaps  fif^y  millions,  which 
sustained  no  immediate  relation  to  tbe  legal  cwrrency  of 
the  country — a  paper  which  will  not  enable  any  man  to 
psy  money  he  owes  to  his  neighbor,  or  hii  debts  to  the 
Government.  The  banks  had  iuued  more  money  than 
they  could  redeem,  and  the  evil  was  severely  felt,  &c. 
He  declined  occupying  the  time  of  the  House  to  prove 
that  there  was  a  depreciation  of  the  paper  in  circulationi 
the  legal  standard  of  value  was  gold  and  silver)  the  rela> 
tion  of  paper  to  it  proved  its  state,  and  the  rate  ot  its  de- 
preciation. '  Gold  and  silver  currency,  he  said,  waa  the 
law  of  the  land  st  home,  and  the  law  uf  the  world  lAroadi 
there  could,  in  tbe  present  state  of  the  world,  be  no 
other  currency.  In  consequence  of  the  immense  paper 
issues  having  bani^ed  specie  from  circulation,  tbe  Gov- 
ernment had  been  obliged,  in  direct  viidation  of  ex- 
isting statutes,  to  receive  the  amount  of  their  taxes  in 
something  which  was  not  recognised  1^  law  as  the  money 
of  the  country,  and  which  was,  in  fact,  greatly  deprecia- 
ted, &c.    1'hia  was  the  evil. 

"  These  banks  not  emanating  ftom  Congreas,  what  en- 
gine was  CongrcM  lo  use  for  remedying  the  existing  evil? 
Their  only  legitimate  power,  he  said,  was  to  interdict 
the  paper  of  such  banks  as  Ou  nut  pay  specie  from  being 
received  at  the  custom-house.  With  a  receipt  of  forty 
millions  a  year,  he  aaid,  if  the  Government  was  fiiithful 
tu  itself  and  to  the  iiileresta  uf  the  people,  they  could 
control  the  evil;  and  it  was  their  duty  to  make  the  efibrt. 
They  sliould  have  made  it  long  ago,  and  they  ought  now 
to  make  it.  The  evil  grows  every  day  worse  by  indul- 
gence. If  Congress  did  not  now  make  a  stand,  and  stop 
the  current  whil&t  they  might,  would  they,  when  the  cur- 
rent grew  stronger,  hereafter  do  it?  If  this  Congress 
should  adjourn  without  attempting  a  remedy,  he  said,  it 
would  desert  its  duty." 

It  became  the  bounden  duty  of  Congress  to  interpose, 
and,  by  some  decisive  act,  to  stop  all  further  receipts  of 
this  depreciated  paper  money;  to  improve  the  currency 
uf  the  country;  to  render  safe  the  funds  of  the  nation, 
and  lo  inapire  public  confidence  in  the  resources  of  the 
Oovernmeni.  It  was  at  a  time  like  th-^  and  under  cir- 
cumsUncea  like  these,  that  the  reaolulion  of  the  30th  of 
April,  1816,  was  presented;  and  the  last  clause  of  that 
resolution  speaks  tu  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treuury, 
and  through  htm  to  all  the  receivers  of  the  public  money, 
and  more  especially  to  the  banks  themselves,  which  had 
flooded  the  nation  with  their  overissues  of  uncurrent 
and  depreciated  paper,  a  Isngu^e  which  no  mortal-can 
misunderstand.    It  declares: 

«•  That  from  and  after  the  30th  day  of  February  next, 
no  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  turns  of  money,  accruing  or 
becoming  payable  to  the  United  Stales,  ought  to  be  col- 
lected or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency 
of  the  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which 
are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  aaid  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States;"  most  clearly  indicating  that 
the  resolution,  in  this  part,  waa  merely  advisory.  It  ex> 
pressed  the  sense  of  Congress  in  relation  to  its  subject* 
matter.  It  said  to  the  Secretary,  tliat  he  should  not 
thereafter  receive  any  uncurrent  psprr;  and  it  had  the 
whole  eflTect  intended.  It  checked  at  once  the  issues  of 
these  banks;  it  produced,  aa  if  by  inagic,  an  entire  revo- 
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hillon  in  ihe  currency)  it  induced  the  banks  iheinselvei 
to  resume  specie  paymentt;  it  performed  faiiliftilly  its 
vhnle  office,  ind  (hiis  the  matter  ended.  No  human  being 
then  suppuaed  that  the  resolution  was  intended  to  be  sb- 
■olutely  imperative  upon  the  Secretaryj  that  it  went  to 
»dd  the  local  paper  of  spteie-paying  banks  to  the  legal 
currency. 

<*  At  the  lime  nf  the  adnption  oT  this  resolution,  debia 
accruing  to  the  United  Slates,  whether  on  account  uf 
the  salra  of  the  public  lands,  tir  at  the  ciislom-hntise,  or 
from  other  sources  of  revenue,  were  in  fact  received  in 
tome  parts  of  the  country,  but  evidently  in  disregard  of 
the  law,  in  the  notes  of  the  Stale  banks,  which  did  not 
redeem  their  psptr  *  by  cash  payments.'  By  this  reso- 
lution  it  WM  obnoualy  made  (he  duty  of  the  Treasury  to 
correct  tliat  departure  fVom  Uw  is  soon  as  practicablet 
and  it  wai>,  as  is  equally  obvioufl,  imperative  on  the  De- 
partment, after  tlie  20th  February,  1817,  to  allow  noth- 
ing to  be  received  in  payment  of  dtbts  due  to  Ihe  United 
States  but  the  legal  money  of  (he  United  Slate%  Treas- 
ury notes,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stalea,  or  of 
thoae  State  banka  the  notea  of  which  were  payable  and 
paid  on  demand  in  ca^b." 

This  eonatruciion,  given  to  the  joint  resolution  of  1816, 
by  its  author  himself,  when  its  particular  obligations,  and 
the  dutiea  of  our  public  officera  under  that  resolution, 
were  among  the  suhjrcla  then  under  consideration,  ap< 
pears  to  me  to  be  correct.  The  resolution  manifeMly 
was  intended  to  express  the  sense  of  Congre»s  upon  what 
had  been  the  practice  of  the  Treasury  Department  in  re. 
latinn  to  Ihe  kind  of  money  in  which  tlie  debta  of  the 
Goremmrnt  had  been  collected)  and,  in  terms  most  ob< 
vious,  to  restrain  the  Treasury  Department  from  every 
such  departure  (mm  the  rtquirtmenis  of  ex'sting  law, 
after  the  20th  of  February,  1817.  But  the  resolution 
makes  no  change  in  the  h*  ;  it  does  not,  in  terms,  nor 
by  fair  implication,  cslabliah  the  notes  of  all  specie-pay- 
ing banka  as  legal  currency,  and  make  iht- m,  as  such, 
receivable  for  (he  cuktoms  and  for  the  public  laiid'. 

Let  ua  examine  the  whole  reaolution.    It  provides: 

•*  That  the  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury  be,  and  he  here- 
by Vt  required  and  directed  to  adopt  such  measures  aa 
he  may  deem  necessary,  to  causr,  as  soon  aa  may  be,  all 
duties,  taxer,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  be- 
coming payable  tn  the  United  Stater,  to  be  collected  and 
paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  Treas- 
ury notes,  or  notes  of  the  Dank  of  the  United  Statrfi,  as 
by  law  provided  and  declared,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which 
are  payable  and  pai<l  on  demand  in  (he  saii)  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  Stutest  and  (hat,  from  and  after  the 
(wentielh  day  of  February  ntxt,  no  Mich  duties,  luxe!', 
debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  pvynble 
to  the  United  States,  as  aforeiaM,  ought  to  be  collected 
or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  legs!  currency  of  the 
United  Sialef,  or  Treasury  note%  or  notea  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stxtei^  or  in  mites  «f  banka  which  are  pay- 
able and  paid  on  demand  in  the  iiid  legal  currency  of 
the  United  Slater." 

I  would  ask,  what  obligation  waa  impoafd  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  this  jnint  resolution?  Noih- 
ing  more,  and  nothing  leas,  than  to  forbear  henceforward 
from  receiving  uncurrent  State  bank  paper  in  payment 
of  duties  and  of  debts  of  every  description,  and  to  adopt 
such  memurea  at  he  may  deem  neceasary  to  cause  all 
the  public  dues  to  be  eollcctcd,  as  the  law  requires,  viz: 
in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  in  gold  or 
silver,  in  Treasnry  notes,  or  in  bills  oF^he  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  The  acts  of  Congress  had  eMabliahed 
each  and  all  as  legal  currency,  and  given  direclion  to 
public  officera  to  receive  Lhtm  as  such.  This  resolution 
establistied  no  new  currency)  it  did  not  repeal  nor  add 
to  any  act  ttf  Ctmgrrsa  which  deaigni-ted  the  kind  of  mo- 
ney receivable. 


If  the  resolution  la  imperative,  if  it  be  otdigatory,  then 
the  Secretary  had  no  diacretion.  He  was  bound  to  take 
the  bills  of  all  speeie-pa>  ing  batik«,  as  well  as  the  notea 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  in  payment  for  duliei. 
But,  according  to  my  apprehension,  the  plain,  sensible, 
oommoU'Sense  meaning  to  be  given  to  the  resolution  is, 
that  (he  Secretary  should,  afier  iis  pssiaxe,  adopt  such 
means  aa  he  migltt  deem  necessary  to  have  the  revenue 
of  Ihe  Government  rt  ceivuble  in  (he  legal  currency— (he 
currency  then  established  by  acts  of  Congreasj  and  if, 
for  matter  of  individual  accommotlation,  it  should  bs 
found  necessary  to  relax  at  all,  in  Kuch  ca>e  the  Secreta- 
ry of  ihe  Treasury  should  no  longer  receive  the  paper  of 
nun-apecie-psytng  banksi  that  he  ahould,  in  no  event,  be 
justified  in  tiikiiig  the  bills  of  any  bank  which  are  not 
payable  anil  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency 
of  the  United  State*.  The  resolution,  in  this  respect,  is 
merely  advisory  to  the  Secretary.  It  waa  intended  to  re- 
strain him  from  collecting  tlie>evenue  in  the  way  and  man- 
ner it  had  been  collected  fur  years  beforet  and  it  waa  also 
clearly  intended  to  give  authority,  to  give  countenance, 
to  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  for  a  time,  in  relaxing 
the  rule  of  law — in  depar(ing,from  the  rf  quiailtnns  uf  ex- 
isting statutes — aofsr  aahe  mivht  receive  the  paper  of 
specie-paying  banks  for  the  public  dues.  But  it  cannot, 
it  teems  to  me,  be  contended  Tor  a  moment  that  here 
was  an  addition  made  to  the  legal  currency  of  the  coun- 
try; that,  henceforward,  Ihe  colUctors  and  receivers 
would  be  bound  to  take  in  payment  for  customa  and 
lands  the  bills  of  Stale  banks  paying  specie  when  de- 
manded. 

The  resolution  was  intended  to  operate  for  a  time  as  » 

waiver  on  the  part  of  Ihe  Government  of  its  righiFt  but 
it  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  positive,  unqualined,  and 
obligatory  statutory  provision.  Such  a  law  could  never 
have  been  litemlly  carried  into  effect.  The  receiver  at 
New  Orleans  could  not  be  presumed  to  know  tlie  true 
character  of  the  bank  paper  of  my  own  State;  and  ytt 
he  would  be  bound  so  to  do,  if  the  resolution  was  im- 
perative and  obligatory.  That  reaoludon  was  offered, 
aa  I  have  before  atated,  immedta(ely  after  the  act  waa 
psfised  establishing  the  United  Slates  Bank;  and  sccord- 
ing  to  the  Coiibtructinn  now  given  to  i<,  the  exclusite 
privilege  which  had  been  given  to  that  institution  «as 
taken  away.  The  resolution,  if  it  does  not  in  terms  re- 
peal the  ((lurteemlt  section  of  the  bank  charier,  practi- 
cally rendera  that  section  to  the  bank  iiaelf  unin^ortan% 
and  impoaed  upon  ihe  bank  new  obligations  under  the 
charter  <  xiremely  onerous,  and  of  great  hazard  to  (be  in- 
teresta  of  that  institution.  This  never  was,  it  never 
could  have  been,  intended.  The  law  was  nol,  in  ferm% 
changed  by  the  reKolulion;  and  if  Ihe  resolution,  having 
the  tffect  of  law,  ia  imperative  and  mandatory  in  this 
parliculnr,  then,  moat  clearly,  it  foU'  wa  that  it  must  be 
general  in  lis  operations^  it  cannot  be  in  force  in  Bos* 
ton,  and  of  no  effrct  In  Baltimorei  and  yet  it  has  been  ail- 
milted  that  (lie  collector  at  New  Orleans  would  not  be 
bonnd  to  receive  a  bill  of  a  specie-paying  bank  issued  in 
Nrw  Hampshire.  This  admission,  correct  in  point  of 
fact,  gives  to  this  mea&ure  its  true  character.  Il  cli-ar- 
ly  showa  that  the  framer  ot  this  resolution  himself  did 
not  regard  it  aa  an  absolute  provision  of  law,  but  rather 
sa  a  matter  of  practice,  which  was  to  be  coi.Bded  to  the 
sound  discretion  of  the  Secretary  uf  the  Treasury. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  to  receive-  in  de^ 
posite  the  money  of  the  Government;  and  it  waa  bound 
to  transfer  from  place  to  place,  without  chsrge,  the 
public  fundoi  and  yet,  as  I  have  before  aaid,  immediately 
after  the  [.sssage  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  the 
bank  itself  relused  to  receive  on  deposite  thtf  bills  of 
specie-paying  banks  and  paaatliemto  the  general  credit 
of  the  Governmenit  and  to  (ranafrr  (hem,  without  clwrge, 
as  a  part  and  portioa  of  the  public  fundi.   The  Senator 
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hm  MuHcbusett^  in  his  report  in  the  e»m  of  Mr. 
Cnvford.  Miyi: 

■•That  imtitution  [the  United  States  Bank]  ii  indeed 
bnind  to  rive  necenary  facilities  for  tranaferringr  the 
piblic  fundj  from  place  to  plaeej  but  this  canonly  ntran 
u^h  fundst  and  it  a  bound  also  to  receive  money  in  de- 
pwie  for  the  United  Statesi  but  it  ii  not  bound  to 
Rttire  IS  depoeite,  ai  cub.  tbe  biUi  of  any  banka 
vbaltrcr  but  its  own,  ahhough  thry  may  come  within 
ihc  provisiona  of  the  reanlution  of  1816." 

And  thua  the  courae  of  the  bank  wai  jnatified,  and  it* 
pncecding  ncTcr  called  forth  any  action  of  Conf^esa 
ixpmMve  of  its  disapprobation.  But  how  could  such  a 
coune  of  proceeding  be  justified  if  tbe  billa  of  State 
hinki,  paid  in  apecie  on  demaiKl,  were  by  law  added  to 
At  currency  of  the  country^  If  the  receivers  were 
bwad  at  til  erents  to  take  the  bills  of  ipeeie>paying 
binks  in  payment  for  public  lands  and  for  custonii  the 
Ciited  States  Bank  wi  re  also  bound  to  receive  them  in 
lepDMte.  Tbey  went  to  make  up  a  part  of  tbe  public 
Aindiof  (he  Guvernmenti  and  yet  receivers  were  juali- 
M  in  not  takinfc  the  bills  of  specie-paying  banks  in  pay- 
Bent  for  the  public  dues,  and  the  bank  was  juatified  in 
ttAttinf  to  receive  them  in  deposite,  and  of  transfrrrinf 
t^<D,  as  ■  part  of  the  funds  of  the  Governmcntf  without 
ittgr.  This  ia  wholly  irreconcileable  with  the  idea, 
ind  with  the  fact,  that  snch  bilb  had  been  legr^lized,  ab< 
wiutely  and  unqualifiedly,  as  currency. 

The  resohiiion  could  nut  in  any  way  afiect  the  power 
«f  (he  President  over  the  subject.  He  was  bound  to  see 
the  laws  faithfully  executed.  The  hwa  remained  unal- 
tered, the  same  after  as  before  the  resolution.  The 
pover  and  the  duty  of  the  President  was  the  same  after 
)*  before  the  reaolutiorr. 

Tbe  eonalruction  which  I  have  now  civen  to  the  rcBO- 
kiion  of  1816  has  been  given  to  it  not  only  by  public 
oflictrfi,  hut  that  conatrueiion  has  been  suMiiined  by 
Congress,  with  reference  to  ihis  subject.  From  that  time 
laihe  presenti  and  not  until  this  period  has  the  correct- 
this  constntction,  and  of  ihe  cnrretpondin;  prac> 
of  the  Gorernment,  been  questioned. 
Ii  a  report  to  the  Senate,  made  by  the  present  Sec- 
Ktuy  «^the  Treasury  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  he 
rrmarked  that,  acconlingtoa  construction  adopted  by 
Mr.  Bamilton,  "the  Treasury,  into  which  the  money 
su  to  be  eventually  paid,  as  the  chief  pecuniary  agent 
°' tbe  Government,  could  waive  ita  right  to  apecie,  and 
^uM  consent  to  receive  the  notes  of  Stsle  banks,  when 
™!*d  by  it  in  all  respects  equivalent  to  sprcici  and  by 
«^J<Kat  resolution  of  Congres»  in  1S16,  which  impliedly 
P^t  lome  aanction  to  this  original  praclire,  by  prohibit- 
^  the  Treasury  Department  longer  to  receive  (he  notes 
<^  9ute  banks  not  paying  specie,  and  which  it  bad  in 
"'B  Kreat  emergencies  of  the  war  allowi  d  to  be  t^ken 
J '■  Pubfic  duea.  The  clause  of  the  joint  resolution  of 
1816,  not  forbidding  Ihe  receipt  of  notes  of  St«te  banks 
P*f">R  specie,  has  not  been  understood  as  amounting  to 
"press  grant  of  power,  nuking  those  State  notes  a 
ttader  for  public  duesi  else  the  explicit  fuvor  granted  to 
'«  United  SUtes  Bank  notes  alone  would  have  been 
noifttory." 

Mr.  Cpiwfor^^  ]„  jgir,  after  the  establishment  of  the 
jilted  States  Bank,  isaued  circulars  prohibiting  United 
"I'nH  officers  from  receiving  any  bills  which  will  not  be 
"Wived  by  them  and  credited  ss  csah.  And  why  was 
It  will  be  recollected  that,  by  tbe  16th  section  of 
J^^<^JiaHer,  the  n-onry  of  the  United  States  was  to  be 
rP*>*^  in  the  bank  and  its  brancbra.  Ttiis  charter 
been  accepted,  and  tbe  corporation  had  gone  into 

Peiatmn  under  it,  snd  was  bound  to  receive  In  deposite 
■^•noney,  the  legsl  currency,  of  the  country;  but 
^?"?  its  first  acts,  as  I  have  before  said,  was  an  uncon- 
"luonii  reiiiH)  to  receive  on  general  deponte  the  bilb  of 


Slate  bank^  even  the  bUls  of  those  State  banka  p^ble 
and  paid  on  demand  in  spceie.  It  resuhi  from  this  firet, 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  considered  that  the 
bills  of  local  banks,  be  their  character  ever  so  goodi 
were  nut  money,  were  not  legal  currency,  which  they 
were  bound  to  take  in  deposilej  and  hence  thia  circular 
of  Mr.  Crawford  became  necessary. 

In  1826  Mr.  Ruah  extended  this  indulgence  to  ceruin 
enumerated  State  banks,  not  to  all  (he  specie-paying 
banka  of  the  country,  but  to  certain  specified  bankat  but 
enjoined  that,  *'  as  tlie  receipt  of  any  of  the  local  or  State 
bank  notes  may  be  diacontinued  at  any  time,  without 
previous  notice,  it  will  be  well  for  those  who  have  pay- 
menla  to  make  to  provide  themselves  with  specie,  or 
notes  of  Ihe  United  States  Bank  or  itabrancbea,  to  guard 
againat  any  change  that  may  be  found  proper  in  regard 
to  the  notes  of  the  tocsl  or  State  banka." 

If  that  joint  resolution  of  1S16  was  imperative  and  (tb- 
ligaiory,  it  is  somewhat  surprising  that  it  should  have  re- 
ceived such  a  commentary  from  ib^  head  of  llie  Treasury 
Uepaitment. 

Mr  Taney,  tbe  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  isaued 
a  circular,  dated  March  26,  1(^4,  in  which  he  says: 

"ReporlsoecaaioniUly  reach  Washington,  unfavorable 
to  the  credit  of  psrticuLr  Slate  banks.  Many  uf  tbeae 
rumors  are,  no  doubt,  without  foundation)  but  it  is  tlie 
duty  of  public  officers  to  be  continually  watchrul  of  the 
public  interests,  and  it  thrrefore  is  expected  Ihst  yoti 
will  be  careful  to  receive  tbe  notes  of  no  banks  ezcrpt 
audi  as  are  in  good  credit,  and  pay  specie  promptly  fur 
their  notes  «  hen  presented  j  and  you  are  to  receive  none 
except  audi  as  the  bsnk  in  which  you  deposite  will  agree 
to  pass  to  Ihe  credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash:  and,  in 
order  to  remove  all  possible  grounds  of  coiitrovcrsjr  or 
complaint,  you  will  immediately,  on  Ihe  receipt  dI  this 
letter,  obtain  from  the  bank  in  which  you  depoaile  a  list 
of  the  Slate  banks  whose  notes  they  will  conMnt  lo  re- 
ceive and  pass  to  (he  credit  of  the  United  State  as  above 
mentioned."  Hepudiating  tlie  idea  that  receivers  were 
bound,  at  all  events^  to  take  the  notn  uf  all  apecic-paying 
banka  in  paymentj  but  tlie  United  Slates  Bank  formerly, 
and  the  deposite  banks  rince,  should  have  tbe  selection 
**urtho!«  whose  notes  ^ould  be  received  on  account  of 
the  revenue." 

If  thia  joint  resolution  was  sbiolutely  binding,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  account  for  the  fact  thst  it  has  never  been  ob- 
served, but  hsa  been  diaregarded  univeraa)  y,  by  the  fis- 
cal agents  of  ihe  Government,  witliout  calling  forth  any 
action  of  Congress,  if  it  was  a  right  secured  to  specie- 
psying  bnnks,  it  is  wonderful  that  not  one  of  tiraae  nu- 
merous institutions  hss  ever  presumed  to  Isy  its  griev- 
ances before  Congress,  that  the  agents  uf  the  Govern- 
ment hsd  refused  to  receive  its  paper  in  payment  of  cuj- 
toms  or  of  lands,  which  (hey  were  bound  to  do  under 
the  joint  rrsulutinn  uf  1816. 

I  cannot,  then,  consider  the  order  of  the  11th  July 
last  as  illegal — as  against  the  material  binding  provisions 
of  the  resolution  of  the  30lh  April,  1816.  1  cannot  re- 
gard the  issuing  of  that  order  as  any  aasnmption  of  pow- 
er on  the  part  of  the  President.  Ai-d,  for  sughl  I  see, 
the  onler  must  siantt,  unless  the  Prewdent  shall  see  fit 
himselftn  wi'lidraw  il(  or  unless  .Congress,  by  its  own 
It-gialalit'n,  bhall  take  sway  Ihe  fuundatiun  upon  which 
that  order  rests— shall  pass  some  taw  that  ahull  render 
the  order  itself  inoperative. 

in  reference  to  the  puticpr  and  expediency  of  tliat 
measure,  I  am  free  to  admit  tliat  a  great  diversity  of 
opinion  is  entertained  by  different  portions  of  the  busi- 
ness community.  The  President  says  that  he  Greeted 
the  iscu'uig  of  Ihe  order  with  a  view  to  Ihe  safety  of  the 
public  fund:),  and  to  the  intereals  of  the  people  general- 
ly. No  man,  unless  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  stale 
and  condition  uf  the  banks  wbicb  had  !n  deponte  the 
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publio  funds,  the  practices  of  thote  inatttulioiu  with  ref- 
erence to  the  faciHtiesfurniBhed  to  the  porchater*  ofthe 
public  domain,  the  amount  of  the  acitial  sales  of  the 
public  Undi,  and  the  means  uwd  in  making  these  acqoi< 
Bitions  from  time  to  timr,  could  determine  the  policy, 
expediency,  or  nrcesiity,  of  such  an  order  as  that  which 
was  issued  on  the  lllh  of  July  last. 

I'he  reasons  which  induced  the  President  to  direct  the 
issuing  of  the  specie  circular,  are  given  in  the  circular, 
and  in  the  message,  and  in  Ihe  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  It  seems  to  me  ihey  were  reasons  in 
no  way  conflicting  with  the  constlttilion  or  the  law. 
Certainty  some  of  the  very  resRons  had  been  urged  by 
gentlemen  on  the  other  ude  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  To  save  the  public  domain  from  passing  into 
the  hands  of  speculators,  to  prevent  an  improper  use  of 
the  public  fuitds  in  depositc,  to  cheek  the  IsHieB  of  over- 
trading batiks,  and  to  save  the  properly  of  tlie  nation, 
were  among  the  rea|pna  which  induced  Ihe  Execuiire 
to  send  forth  the  specie  circular.  And  these  very  con- 
siderstions  were  reiterated  time  and  again  on  this  floor 
in  the  course  of  the  last  session,  in  relation  to  the  secu- 
rity and  sifety  of  the  monty  of  the  nstion  then  deposited 
in  the  State  banks. 

The  President,  then,  was  bound,  if  the  ressons  stitted 
were  founded  in  Tact,  to  issue  this  order,  which  was  to 
efffct  the  very  objects  so  much  desired  at  the  last 
iCBsion— the  sarety  the  public  funds,  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  public  domain.  The  order  could  never 
have  been  issued  from  any  political  considerations — from 
any  desire  fur  individual  popuUrity:  every  man  must 
have  known  thnt  its  political  eflect  would  have  been  pre- 
cisely that  which  has  been  produced.  Higher  -on- 
hideralions  than  a  thirst  for  persona]  popularity,  or 
for  political  diatinctinn, must  bare  prompted  the  Presi- 
dent to  have  isiued  this  order.  It  was  nothing  less  than 
a  settled  conviction  tliat  llie  public  interest  dcmsndcd 
the  measure.  Hi;  flesigned  it  as  a  mere  temporary  expe- 
dient; and  it  remains  now  for  Congress  to  decide  whether 
any  thing,  and,  if  anything,  what,  shall  bedoiie  in  relation 
to  this  matter. 

I  am  not,  Mr.  PreaidenI,  however,  so  much  in  favor 
.of  an  exclusive  metallic  currency,  that  I  am  prepared, 
at  the  presrnt  time,  to  agree  to  any  proposition  which 
Bhall  in  effect  lepislale  bank  paper  out  of  circuLilinn.  I 
do  out  believe  (hat  it  would  be  wise  to  establish  an  ex- 
clusive metallic  currency  as  the  settled,  fixed,  and  de- 
termined policy  of  this  Government.  The  rounlry  is 
not  prepsrcd  fur  such  a  revolution  in  ils  circulating 
medium.  Tlie  true  interexts  of  the  community  require 
that  all  such  changes  aliould  be  gradual  and  prngressivr. 
Any  violent  and  extraordinary  alteration  in  the  currency 
of  a  coiintiy  will  invariably  bring  embarrassment,  con- 
fusion, distress,  and  rutn.  I  am  nut,  therefore,  for  any 
great  alieralioiis  at  the  prtsent  time,  although  I  am  for 
adopting  such  an  arrangement  as  will  bring  into  circu- 
lalion  more  specie,  and  put  out  of  circulation  all  bank 
paper  of  a  small  denomination-  I  shall  with  great  readi- 
ness, Hr.  President,  come  in  aid  of  any  proposition 
which  shall  have  for  its  object  the  introduction  of  more 
specie,  and  of  less  paper,  among  us.  But,  to  my  mind, 
the  lime  has  not  arrived  when  the  currency  should  he 
exclusively  metallic.  The  whole  amount  of  specie  in 
our  country  is  inadeqnale  for  the  transaction  of  its  neces- 
sary busineu).  Even  the  three  hundred  millions  of  bank- 
ing capital,  in  addition  thereto,  ia regarded  as  insuffinent. 

Ilie  amendment  pnoposed  by  the  Senator  of  Virginia 
must  produce  some  good  efTeclf  it  will,  in  a  measurr, 
rxchide  from  circulation  bank  paper  of  a  lees  denomina- 
tion than  five  dollars.  As  far  aa  it  goes,  it  has  my  sppru- 
bation,  and  will  receive  my  support,  in  case  Ihe  mover 
will  so  modify  his  proposition  aa  to  prohibit  the  deposite 
banks  frem  cxercittng  a  power  over  the  currency,  wbicb  ' 


should  he  reposed  in  the  Treasury  DepartmenL  The 
principle  set  forth  in  the  amendment  I  approvet  and  that 

is,  to  improve  the  currency  by  bringing  into  circulation 
more  specie.  But  it  would  be  idtogether  ineffectual,  so 
long  as  the  Statea  shall  exercise  the  power  of  incorpo- 
rating local  bank*,  for  Congress  lo  attempt  lo  prohibit  the 
ikiues  of  such  banks.  All  that  we  can  do  we  will  do, 
and  that  is,  to  attempt  to  improve  the  character  of  such 
a  paper  currency,  by  refusing  to  receive  to  payment  bills 
of  a  small  denomination.  But,  Mr.  President,  if  I  have 
a  correct  understanding  of  the  positions  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  upon  the  subject  of  banking  operations  in  the 
West,  there  certainly  was  at  least  one  good  reason  for 
the  issue  of  Ihe  specie  circular — to  check  the  excessive 
issues  of  their  local  bank  paper. 

The  Senator  saya  "  that  ibe  banks  do  not  issue  their 
notes  upon  the  specie  in  their  vaults.  The  notion  ia  ut- 
terly fallacioust  it  is  the  staple  produce  of  the  eounfiy 
which  those  bank  notes  purchaset  it  is  the  pork  and  flour 
ofthe  Weat,  the  cotton  and  sugur  of  the  South,  that  is 
the  true  capital  on  which  the  banks  make  their  inuea.'* 
"The  business  of  the  country  could  not  be  transacted 
if  I  he  issues  of  bank  paper  were  based  on  gold  and  silver 
alone." 

I  live  in  a  wool-growing  counlnr;  and  that  article,  for 
some  years  past,  hu  constituted  one  of  the  prlDcipsl 
sources  of  business  operations.  It  annually  adds  to  the 
substance  of  our  farmers,  and  it  furnishes  to  the  merchant 
the  means  of  making  his  remtttancest  but  I  neversupposed 
or  believed  that  this  staple  of  my  country  was  the  basis 
upon  which  our  local  bankn  mnke  their  issues.  1  live  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  banks  whose  capital  exceeds 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  and  1  entertain  no  doubt  that,  in 
-the  pUces  where  those  inslilulions  are  siluatrd,  there  ia 
annually  disbursed  more  than  one  half  of  the  capital  of 
those  banks  in  the  purchase  of  wool;  and  the  paper  of 
those  banks  is  issued  within  a  period  of  90  days,  lo  pur- 
chase and  to  pay  for  this  amount  of  (hat  article;  but  no 
human  being  connected  with  the  banks  ever  calculated 
on  the  value  of  the  material  itself  for  the  redemption  of 
their  paper,  or  did  the  banks  ever  issue  their  paper  up- 
on such  a  capital.  No,  sir,  their  reliance  was  on  the 
gold  and  silver  in  their  vaulu,  on  their  specie  funds;  but 
more  tbsn  all  on  the  intrinric  value  of  the  discounted 
papert  and  whenever  banks  undertake  to  issue  psper  to 
pass  current  as  money,  equivalent  to  specie,  t>a8ed  on  no 
metallic  capital,  but  upon  the  produce  ofthe  country — 
upon  the  pork  and  flour  of  Ihe  West— and  lo  rely,  for 
the  redemption  of  their  paper,  upon  the  sales  of  such 
produce,  sooner  or  Ister,  by  the  fluctuations  of  trade,  Ihe 
sudden  depressions  of  the  staples  of  otir  countiy,  such 
banks  must  experience  severe  losses.  If  not  m  entir« 
prostration.  * 

1  repeat  it,  sir,  and  1  appeal  to  every  man  conversant 
'with  banking  fur  the  correctness  of  my  position,  thai  the 
solvency  and  srcurily  of  banks  must  depend  essentially 
upon  the  intrinsic  value  of  its  discounted  psper,  in  con- 
nexion wiUi  its  specie  ftind^  which  ordinarily  amount 
to  one  third  of  its  whole  ciroulstion.  Some  bsnk,  pecu- 
liarly circumstanced,  and  possessing  great  facilities  and 
extraordinary  privileges,  may  have  wilhin  its  control 
specie  equal  to  its  whole  circulation,  but  not  equal  to  its 
whole  liabilities.  The  banks  of  New  England,  on  an 
average,  do  not  possess  a  specie  capital  within  their  con- 
trol, or  specie  funds,  exceeding  one  third  of  the  whole 
amount  of  tbeir  paper  circulation  and  actual  liabilitiest 
but  they  rely  for  their  solvency  on  the  worth  of  tbe  debts 
due  to  them,  on  the  intrinsic  value  of  their  discounted 
psper;  and  every  man  conversant  with  banking  must 
know  that  it  is  a  safe  reliance,  and  that  a  bank  doing 
business  upon  the  principles  1  have  stated  can  never  be 
so  embarrassed  as  to  put  in  jeopardy  its  own  bank  notes. 

The  Secretary  of  Ibe  Treasury  bs«i<  u  ususl,  received 
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hii  full  share  of  abu»e  Tor  his  Mpposed  Gonnexion  witb. 
uxl  participation  in,  the  order  uf  the  lllh  of  July.  It 
rrmaiM  yet  to  be  ascertained  whether  the  act  ■hall  re- 
ceive the  appn^atlon  or  disapprobation  of  the  American 
people.  I  leave  the  matter  wiih  Ibem:  (he  iuue  is  made 
up— the  reasona  for  and  s^^iinst  the  measure  lisve  been 
tetftaah — let  Judgment  berrndered.  In  thedecision  of 
ihst  tribunal  to  which  the  Executive  has  so  succeakfully 
tnd  so  triumphantly  appealed  on  former  occuions,  be 
vill  most  cheerfully  acquiesce. 

But  the  attacks  which  have  been  made  upon  the  9ec> 
retsry  of  the  Treasury,  pending  this  debste,  have  not 
hecB  confined  to  the  specie  ctrcular.  His  want  of  judg* 
neat,  of  financial  skill,  of  tact,  and  of  talent,  have  been 
Bade  most  clearly  to  appear  (as  has  been  said)  in  bis  cs- 
timte  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  Tor  the  year 
1836,  IS  presented  in  his  ufficial  report  at  Ihe  commence- 
ment of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  This  charge  has 
become  somewhat  stale,  worn  out  by  its  lonir-continued 
nr.  These  reiterated  attacks  upt-n  that  officer  eatab. 
liUi  one  fact  beyond  all  p«stibility  of  doubt — that  the 
{entlemen  who  make  these  charges  consider  that  thry 
■re  contending  with  no  ordinary  enemy,  but  with  an  en- 
emy talented,  puwerfult  im),  if  not  invulnerable,  certain- 
ly nut  easily  vanquished. 

At  the  last  session  1  attempted  to  show  how  these  ex- 
tnordinary  receipts  had  found  their  way  into  ihe  Treas- 
ury. I  then  staled,  and  I  now  believe,  that  the  fact  tl- 
telf  of  there  bcinj;  a  most  cx:lr»ordinary  amount  receiv- 
ed during  the  current  year,  is  no  evidence  of  want  of  sa- 
lacity or  Judgment  in  making  and  presenting  the  estt- 
stttes  as  they  were  made  at  d  presented  in  1835.  If  tbe 
Secretary  had  then  presumed  to  have  estimated  twenty- 
four  milliuns  aa  the  prubable  amount  which  would  be  re- 
reirrd  in  the  course .^'f  tiie  cuming  year  from  the  sales  uf 
the  public  Isinds — if  lie  had  cbtimated  that  twenty  mil- 
Wiiwuuld  be  received  ftom  customs,  and  Congress,  re- 
lying on  thai  estimate,  had  proceeded  to  make  appropri- 
ttions  sccordingty,  artd  it  had  turned  out  that  no  greater 
turn  than  ususl'liad  been  received  from  the  sales  of 
)*i«li,  or  from  the  duties  on  imports,  what  would  Ihe 
gentlemen  then  have  said^  They  would  lisve  rlenuunc- 
him  indeed  as  a  visionary  ststebman,  and  in  whom  no 
confidence  should  be  reposed.  Such  estimates,  found- 
ed Cn  00  facts,  but  the  result  uf  mere  conjecture,  would 
bftte  justly  exposed  him  tu  tbe  charge  of  rashness  and 
offotiy. 

W|wt  is  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  a  prudent,  cal* 
cutting,  sensible,  and  discreet  officer,  at  the  head  uf  the 
Trestury  Bepartmeui,  in  prcscnling  his  estimates  ol  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures? 

He  is  to  ascertain  what  had  been  the  actual  receipts 
in  former  yearsi  whether  they  had  increased  beyond  the 
I'Uural  tDorease  which  would  result  from  an  increase 
of  the  popu'ation  of  tbe  eountryt  and  if  so,  to  study  the 
cuses  of  such  an  increase,  and  to  make  up  bis  esti- 
nutes  of  receipts  with  reference  to  the  population  and 
condition  of  the  country.  It  is,  after  all,  but  an  etti- 
■Date;  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  fuct;  it  is  in  a  measure 
conjectural,  and  the  Secietary  is  greatly  abused  fur 
gucsring  so  badly.  But  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  in  bis  report  upon  executive  patronage, 
fell  into  the  same  error.  He  under-estimated  the  re> 
cdpis  fnm  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  aa  well  as  from 
cusioms.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  extraordinary  amount  received  from  Ihe  sales  of  the 
public  lands  wss  received  from  mere  private  entries, 
■nd  were  not  tbe  proceeds  of  the  public  sales.  How 
Wu  it  possible  fur  the  Secretary  to  know,  or  even  to 
conjecture,  who  would  purchase,  and  what  amount 
vottld  be  purchased,  of  the  public  land  at  private  sale, 
■ithiii  a  given  period'  Things,  I  believe,  bad  gone  on 
<4  tbe  usual  inod«  up  to  July  or  August,  1835)  and  then 


speculation  began  to  break  furth.  it  will  be  found  that 
there  was  no  very  unusual  increase  until  August  of  that 
year.  The  Secretary  is  now  obliged  to  mske  up  his 
estimate  a  month  sooner  tfian  was  formerly  practised,  and 
at  a  time  when  be  could  not  have  received  the  whole  re- 
turns of  Octobers  'id  although  he  dues  estimate  Ihe  pro- 
ceeds at  a  half  of  a  million  more  than  usual,  yet  1  am  free 
to  admit  that  the  eatimate  falls  far  short  of  llie  reality)  but, 
in  making  this  admission,  I  cannot  see  that  thereby  any 
fault,  any  want  uf  discernment,  any  want  of  foresight,  of 
calculation,  or  of  judgment,  is  chargeable  upon  the 
SecreUr]/  of  the  Treasury.  It  will  appear  that  the  ac* 
tual  receipts  of  tbe  fourth  quarter,  ending  with  Decern* 
ber,  in  IfOi,  from  lands  and  customs,  were  but  five  and 
one  third  mdlions;  while  tbuse  for  Ihe  lust  quarter  uf 
1835  were  about  eleven  an  I  one  third  milliunsi  and  not 
so  much  land  was  advertised  within  the  last  as  within 
the  first  period.  The  sales  of  lands  iu  that  quarter  ran 
up  to  five  and  a  half  millions— a  sum  exceeding  the  whole 
sales  of  any  one  year  i>ince  18^0.  ■  In  Uecember  alone 
the  sales  amounted  to  two  and  one  third  millions,  when 
usually  nut  over  half  a  million  sold  in  that  month.  And, 
in  relation  to  the  MCeipts  from  customs,  1  mrglit  add, 
that  the  destruciiun  by  fire,  in  New  York,  uf  some  seven- 
teen millions  of  merchandise,  rendered  fresh  importa- 
tion* necessary,  which  greatly  increased  llhe,  receipts 
from  that  source  of  revenue,  and  wtiicli  cuuld  not  have 
been  considered  by  the  Secretary.  I  cannot  believe 
that  in  November,  1835,  with  all  tbe  lights  then  cast 
upon  this  subject,  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina himself  could  or  would  liave  anticipated  yieh  anex- 
traurdinary  amuunt  of  revenue.  But  it  is  enough  fur 
me  tu  say,  that  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  making 
his  estimates  of  receipts  fur  the  >ear  18.16,  wss  guvern- 
ed,  in  a  measure,  by  tbe  actual  receipts  uf  furmer  years 
from  the  same  sources.  But  whoever  calculates  the  re. 
ceiptsofany  subsequent  year  by  the  actual  receipts  of 
the  year  1836,  will  find  tbat  lie  has  committed  a  greater 
aiKl  a  mote  hazardous  error  than  has  been  committed 
by  the  present  Secretary. 

The  manner  of  executing  the  depoaite  bill  of  the  last 
session  is  also  made  a  matttr  uf  grave  charge  against  the 
Secretary^  and  the  pecuniary  distress  which  now  exists 
in  our  commercial  cities  (and  I  am  most  wiUing  to  agiee 
that  is  is  most  severe)  lias  been  here  and  elsewhere 
charged  upon  the  Secretary,  as  the  unavoidable  effect 
of  the  manner  of  his  executing  that  bill.  Now,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  think  I  shall  find  little  difficulty  in  showing  that 
the  Secretary  cuuld  not  have  done  lea<,  without  a  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  and  without  wholly  disregarding  the  state 
of  public  opinion,  and  the  just  expectations  ol  the  com- 
munity. It  was  the  forbearance  of  the  Secretary  which 
has  saved,  if  not  the  banks  tbemselvet,  certainly  the  com- 
mercial and  laeroanlile  community,  from  severer  trials* 
embarrassments,  and  sacrifices.  The  Secretary  couU 
not  have  done  lessi  he  might  have  done  moret  and  the 
few  failures  which  have  occurred  in  our  commercial  cit- 
ies, in  carrying  into  efi'ect  the  provisions  of  the  deposite 
bill,  are  evidence  uf  the  high  character,  reaources^  and 
responsibilities,  uf  uur  mercantile  community. 

It  was  early  alleged  that  the  Treasury  Department 
would  not  execute  the  deposite  bill;  that,  under  some 
pretence  or  uther,  the  Secretary  woukl  delay  carrying 
into  effect  its  provisions,  and  Uiereby  frustrate  the  just 
expectationa  uf  the  people.  Tnese  allegations  were 
made  and  reiterated  alter  tlte  adjournment  of  Coi^res^ 
because  the  money  waa  nut  immediately  removed  from 
those  places  where  too  much  had  accumulated,  to  p<Mnta 
where  there  was  little  or  none  of  the  public  funds. 

The  act  to  regulate  the  dcposites  of  Ihe  public  money 
was  approved  on  Ihe  33d  of  June  last,  and  it  is  a  fact 
well  knuvn,  tbat  on  the  following  day  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  commenced  a  correspondence^  having  foe 
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its  object  the  selection  orkddilional  banks  for  thedfpos- 
Ue  and  keeping  of  ihe  public  money.  It  was  tnsnireitly 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "to  select,  as 
soon  as  may  be  practicable,  and  employ  as  the  deposi- 
tories oi'  the  money  of  the  United  States,"  such  new 
banks  as  may  be  located  at  adjacent  or  convenient  to  the 
puiiiic  or  places  at  which  the  revenues  may  be  ci^lected 
or  disbursed,  reqniring  him,  at  all  events,  to  select  at  least 
one  bank  in  each  Slate  and  Territory,  if  one  can  be  found 
willing  to  be  employed  as  a  deposilury  of  the  public  mo- 
r-eyi  and  the  act  requires  that  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury shall  not  mffer  to  remain  in  any  deposite  bank  an 
amount  of  the  public  moneys  more  than  three  fourths  of 
the  amount  of  its  capital  stock  actually  paid,  for  a  lun- 
ger tinw  than  may  be  necewary  to  make  the  transfers, 
for  purposes  uT  equalisation  t  and  in  the  event  of  too 
great  an  accumuUiion  of  deposites  in  any  bank^  lueb 
transfers  shall  be  made  to  the  nearest  depuaite  banks 
which  are  considered  safe  and  secure." 

Such  were  some  of  the  provisions  of  tlie  bill  regula- 
ting merely  (he  deposites  of  the  public  m"ney  in  the  de- 
posite banks. 

The  Sicretsry  was  then  obliged,  aAonn  as  practicable, 
to  select  In  the  different  Stales  the  additional  depobite 
bank*  made  necessaiy.  He  was  not  at  liberty  to  post- 
pone or  to  delay  this  service.  The  act  was  imper&tivej 
for  the  ifreat  and  leadnif^  argnmrnt  urged  m  favor  of  ibis 
bill  was,  that  such  an  accumulation  of  the  public  money 
at  particular  points,  and  in  particular  banks,  was  ezpu- 
ai'  g  to  hazard  the  public  fundsi  and  he  was,  therefore, 
in  the  most  explicit  manner,  required  **  not  to  sufTer  a 
greater  amount  of  the  public  money  than  a  sum  equal  to 
three  fmirihs  of  the  capital  of  any  drposite  bank  to  re- 
main in  auch  depmitc  bank,  but  at  once  to  remove  such 
excess  to  other  places  of  deposite,  fur  the  purpose  of 
q  ualisalion." 

The  duly  enjoined  upon  the  Secretary,  under  these 
provisions  of  the  depoUte  bill,  was  clear  and  t  zpficit, 
and  that  duty  waa  promptly  met  and  faithfully  perform- 
ed. The  banks  were  selected  with  at  little  delay  as  pos- 
aiblet  and  Ihe  document  now  on  the  table  will  show  how 
early  these  transfers  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  f  qu>l- 
isaiion,  and  to  prevent  any  bank  retaining  in  dcpoiite,  of 
the  public  money,  an  amount  bryond  three  fourths  of 
its  capital,  "fur  any  longer  time  than  was  necea^ry." 
So  much  for  the  charge  made  against  the  Secretary  at 
the  time  for  neglecting  to  execute  the  deposite  bill. 

But  when  the  money  began  to  be  moved,  after  the  ad- 
ditional deposite  banki  had  been  selected,  and  after  due 
notice  had  b^en  given  to  those  banks  which  then  held  in 
depositr,  of  the  public  money,  an  amount  beyond  three 
fouiths  of  their  capital,  that  tlicy  mut^t  prepare  (o  make 
the  requisite  transfers,  then,  forsootlt,  a  univerRal  hue 
and  cry  was  raised  against  Ihe  Secretary,  for  making  any 
removal  of  any  poriion  of  the  public  mane),  until  the 
1st  day  of  Jinuaryi  alleging  that  it  was  arbitrary  and  op- 
pressive on  Ihe  part  or  the  Secrc-tary,  not  required  by 
the  letter  or  by  the  spirit  of  the  act)  and  that  such  an 
unrealODable  proceeding  would  prodtice  unnecessary 
distress  among  the  banko,  and  the  unavoidable  min  of 
titousands  of  our  mercantile  cimmunity.  Thus  blowing 
bulb  hot  and  cold:  blaming  the  Secretary  for  his  pre- 
tended acts  of  omiaiion,  and  for  his  real  acts  of  commis- 
a'on.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  1  have 
referred,  the  Secretary  doubted  whether  he  sliould  have 
the  power,  before  the  1st  dxy  of  January,  1837,  to  re> 
move  from  particular  points  in  any  one  StHte  where 
there  should  be  accumulated  a  great  excess  of  the  pub- 
lic money  to  any  place  beyond  the  limits  of  such  8t»tet 
and  so  settled  was  the  public  mind  as  to  the  course  to  be 
-pursued  in  such  a  case,  and  to  decided  was  the  public 
sentiment,  that  no  sooner  were  those  doubts  known  to 
exist,  than  Congress  paBsed  the  act  "  lupplenentary  to 
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the  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money," 
which  provides  "  that  nothing  in  the  act  to  which  this  is 
a  supplement  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  making  transfers  from 
banks  in  one  Slate  or  Territory,  to  banks  in  another 
State  or  Territory-,  whenever  auch  tranafera  may  be  re- 
quired, in  order  to  prevent  lar|fe  and  iocoavenient  accu- 
mulations in  particular  placet,  or  in  order  to  produce  a 
due  equality  and  Just  proportion,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  s^id  act." 
The  Secretary  was  bound,  then,  according  to  the 

EUin  Knplish  of  these  two  acta,  without  delay,  to  teC 
imself  about  removing  from  one  set  of  banks,  wliieh 
Iben  held  of  the  public  money  an  amount  beyond  three 
fourths  of  their  capital,  about  eighteen  and  one  third  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  to  deposite  this  in  various  other 
banks  in  the  different  States;  and  to  this  may  be  added 
twenty-two  millions,  collected  since  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  Ail  this  was  to  be  done  independent  of  those  pro- 
visions of  the  act  which  required  that  the  surplus  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January,  above  five  millions, 
should  be  deposited  with  Ihe  several  States.  The  mo- 
ney, on  the  passage  of  the  deposite  bill,  which  was  on 
deposite  in  banki  in  the  city  of  New  York,  could  not  be 
left  in  that  city,  because  the  money  then  there,  and 
what  was  there  collecting  monthly  from  tmport!>,  would 
make  an  aggregate  exceeding  three  fourths  of  their 
whole  banking  capital.  There  was  in  deposite  in  that 
city,  on  the  33d  of  June  la-t,  about  thirteen  millions! 
there  is  collected  ordinarily  from  cuKtoms,  about  one  and 
a  quarter  million  each  month.  1'heir  whole  banking 
capital  does  not,  it  is  believed,  exceed  eighteen  millions. 
The  Secretary,  then,  could  not,  without  a  direct  violation 
of  his  duty,  have  suHered  this  amount  of  money  there  to 
remain,  even  if  every  banking  company  in  that  city  had 
been  willing  to  have  been  employed  aa  a  depository,  f 
have  stated  that  the  Secretary  found  it  necessary,  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty,  tp  remove  about  eighteen  and  one 
third  millions  of  dollars.  This  very  operation  is  cause 
enough  for  the  pressure  which  exists  in  our  great  com- 
mercial cities.  No  one  at  all  acquainted  with  businen, 
but  must  admit  that  every  dollar  of  this  money  had  been 
loaned  by  one  set  of  banks  to  their  customers;  and  tlie 
process  of  transferring  made  it  necessary  to  collect  from 
those  cu<>tomeri',  for  thooe  banks,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  removed  to  another  set  of  banks.  This  waa  a  real  and 
important  money  transaction,  it  wat  not  sn  affair  which 
could  have  ordinarily  been  done  without  An  actual  col- 
lection of  Ihe  money  from  the  debtors  of  ibe  deposite 
banks.  By  the  deposite  bill  itself,  the  banks  which  held 
the  public  money  were  required  to  pay  interest  on  all 
over  one  fourth  of  the  money  in  deposilci  and  it  must, 
then,  have  been  fairly  presumed  that  the  money  of  Ihe 
Government  which  had  been  placed  in  the  deposite 
banks  was  out  on  loan.  The,bct  was  so;  and,  aa  I  have 
before  laid,  the  very  process  of  collecting  from  one  let 
of  customer!  at  one  set  of  banks,  and  paying  over  to  an- 
other, furnishes  cause  enough  for  the  prevailing  pres- 
sure. 

Who  does  not  recollect  the  complaint  made  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1833,  for  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  from  that  institution,  less  by  one  half  In 
amount  than  changed  places  under  the  late  act  of  Con- 
gress? Who  does  not  recollect  the  pretended  distress 
and  ruin  which  waa  alleged  to  be  the  comequeRce  of 
that  act  of  removal,  when  even  the  actual  amount  then 
taken  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  was  not  re- 
moved at  once,  but  only  as  needed  to  pay  warrants^ 
Where  there  were  great  excesses  oF  the  public  money 
in  any  State,  as  in  New  York,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi, 
it  was  expected  that  the  Secretary  would  at  once  remove 
such  excesses  to  other  States  having  little  or  none  of  the 
public  money.  While  tboie  StatBsbiid  nilliont  upon 
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Billions,  New  Jersey  and  UeUware  had  nonci  and  be- 
yond all  question  it  was  this  sentiraent  which  produced 
the  nipplemenrtkl  act.  It  was  then  the  bounden  duty 
of  the  Secretary  to  take  from  those  points  where  it  bad 
Mcunulatcd  too  much,  and  lo  put  the  money  where 
Am  was  a  deficiency.  He  would  hare  bten  hlw  to 
Us  duty,  he  would  have  failed  to  have  answered  public 
expecl&Uon,  if  he  had  not  dune  this.  He  was  bound  to 
laake  these  transferk  and  these  changes  as  gradual  and 
»  eisyi  and  m  a  way  lo  produce  \b  little  sudden  fluclu- 
ition  as  poaatble.  To  miike  them,  lie  was  under  an  im- 
perious obVif^tion.  But  tbe  deposite  bill  has  other  ini' 
portant  provisions,  imposing  oiber  and  different  duties 
snd  obligations  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
was  required  to  make  an  equalisaiion  of  tbe  public  mo- 
ney asionp  the  States,  and  to  collect  and  to  pay  over  to 
(he  Statea  (with  tbe  exception  of  five  millions)  what 
AoulA  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  \H37. 
He  was,  in  truth,  to  prepare  to  apportion  Bm<itig  the 
States  nearly  forty  millions  of  dollars;  and  on  the  Ist  of 
Jinuary  be  was  to  deposite  one  fourth  of  (be  sum  with 
the  Statea,  in  proportion  tu  their'  representation  in  both 
Houaes  of  Congresci  and  the  whole  surplus  then  in  tbe 
Treasury  was  to  be  transferred  on  or  berorc  the  1st  day 
of  October  from  the  deposite  banks,  ami  placed  with  (he 
aeveral  Statea;  and  this  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Secreta- 
ry ba*  been  eonmcncrd  and  prosecuted  with  as  little 
embarraaanient  as  possible  to  the  commercial  and  mer< 
cantile  eoniniunily.  The  dibtribution  iiaa  not  yet  all 
bkea  placej  far  different.  From  what  has  been  said, 
here  and  elsewhere,  one  would  naturallv  infer  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  actually  removed 
to  the  •everai  States  their  respective  proportions  of  the 
aorplua  which  would  be  in  the  Treattiry  on  the  1st  of 
January  next.  Let  us  fur  a  moment  sec  how  thii  matter 
is.  There  is  now  in  New  York  an  excess  of  six  millions; 
and  when  Congress  adjourned,  New  York  had  in  drpoS' 
ite  nearly  thirteen  oulliona.  Upon  the  baaia  of  dividing 
amoog^  tbe  States  thirty-seven  millions,  ^e  would  be  en- 
titled to  retain  only  a  little  over  five  millions.  She  has 
sow  in  deposite,  as  appears  from  the  last  returns,  eleven 
milliona  and  six  hundred  thouaand  dollars.  New  York, 
tben,  has  not  been  depleted.  The  collections  there 
■ude  for  customs  have  very  nearly  kept  pace  wi(h  the 
transfers  which  have  been  ordered  from  that  city. 

Tliere  ia  now  an  excess  in  Massachusetts  of  over  a 
mitiofii  die  haa  received  $300,00&  man  than  she  had 
when  the  bill  passed,  and  she  then  had  1300,000  more 
than  her  share  of  tliirty-seven  millions.  In  Louisiana 
■here  is  an  excess  of  over  three  millions;  in  Mississippi  one 
and  a  faalf;  in  Missouri  over  s  million;  in  AlAbama,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Michigan,  there  are  now  ezcestes  of  (he 
public  money,  as  will  appear  by  an  exiibinalioil  of  the 
table  appended  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  On  (he  23d  of  June  last,  eighteen  out 
of  the  then  (wenty.four  States  had  Icn  of  the  public 
money  ia  deposite,  within  their  limKs,  than  they  would 
be  entitled  to  have  under  the  provisions  of  the  deposite 
act;  while  New  Yurk^  Hsshachiisells,  Louisiana,  Mis- 
awippi,  Missouri,  and  Alabama,  (hen  had  and  now  have 
excesses;  and  not  a  nngle  one  of  (he  eighteen,  by  trans- 
fers, has  yet  received  i(s  prrportion  of  the  thirty-seven 
millions.  The  Secretary  charly  had  (he  power  tu  fill 
up  and  equalise  the  whole;  his  forbcarsnce  alone  has 
tared,  u  1  have  remarked,  if  not  the  banks  themselves, 
certainty  many  of  the  commercial  community,  from  en- 
tire ruin.  For  I  am  most  free  to  admit  that  the  pres- 
ent distress  and  pecuniary  pressure  is  most  severe. 
What  would  have  been  the  consequences  if  the  Secre- 
taTy  had  cauaed  to  be  trankferred  (be  whole  thirty-seven 
millions,  can  better  be  imagined  than  described. 

1  have  sakl  that  Ohio  ana  Indiana  have  now  an  excess. 
The  fact  is  so;  and  it  arises  from  tlir  silca  of  tlie  public 
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lands  in  Indiana.  The  nearest  deposite  banks  to  Indiana 
arc  those  in  Ohio.  Tlie  bankv  in  Indiana,  and  (hey  are 
all  emplojed,  have  now  an  excess  beyond  the  propor< 
lion  of  that  State  of  nearly  a  million.  The  Secretary 
was  bound  to  make  transfers,  from  time  to  time,  from 
those  banks,  and  hence  it  secounta  fur  aome  of  the  trans- 
fers to,  and  deposite  in,  Ohio. 

Upon  the  basis  of  depositing  (hirty-seven  millions  with 
the  States,  from  (lie  last  return^  it  will  appear  that  Maine 
is  deficient  in  the  sum  of  -  -  -  {700,000 
New  Hampshire  ....  250,000 
Vermont  .....  roO.OOO 
Connecticut  .....  250,000 
New  Jersey  .  -  .  -  -  460,000 
Pennsylvania  .         .         -         .  1,080,000 

Virginia   1,600,000 

North  Carotins  ....  I,200,C00 
South  Carolina  ....  400,000 
Georgia  .....  800,000 
Tennessee    ....         -  1,580,000 

And  that  Rhode  Uland,  Delaware,  llliouis,  Arkansas, 
Maryland,  Kentucky,  arc  also  deficient,  which  deficten. 
ciea  make  an  aggregate  of  more  than  ten  millions;  and 
at  the  same  time,  of  the  five  millions  left  in  the  IVess- 
ury,  not  teas  than  three  and  a  half  wouU  ordinarily  be 
required  in  the  States  above  named. 

Tlie  Secretary  has  begun  gradually,  proceeded  grad- 
ually,  and  will  accomplish  gradually,  tbe  depositee 
among  the  States.  The  whole  cannot  be  completed 
until  the  1st  of  October,  1837;  more  (ban  half  will 
have  to  be  done  af  er  the  1st  of  January. 

It  has  been  said,  by  way  of  objection  to  tbe  course  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (hat  all  this  should  have 
been  done  by  keeping  tbe  whole  money  in  tbe  great 
commercial  cities  until  wanted.  That  officer  wouk)  bave 
been  faithless  in  the  performance  of  his  public  duly  had 
be  so  done.  The  deposite  bill  was  paased  (o  remove 
such  great  accumulations  of  tbe  public  money  to  places 
of  greater  security.  Tliis  waa  an  argument  repeatedly 
urged  in  favor  of  the  bill.  It  was  alleged  that  so  great 
bad  been  tbe  accumulation  at  particular  points,  that  the 
public  tnoney  in  aome  of  the  deposite  banks  was  insecure. 
It  was  matter  of  constant  complaint,  that  immense 
amounts  were  in  New  York  and  Boston,  giving  to  them 
great  and  exclusive  privileges  in  the  use  of  the  Govern, 
ment  funds.  It  waa  contended  that  the  money  ahould 
be  carried  home  to  (he  respective  Stales  in  iuat  propor- 
tions, and  there  deposited,  for  the  use  of  the  people 
from  whom  it  was  collected  and  to  whom  it  belonged. 
And  1  again  repeat  that  the  Secretary  was  bound  to 
make  the  transfers  with  all  reasonable  despatch.  He 
has  done  it;  and  in  doing  this  he  baa  done  but  his  duly. 
And  when  the  present  excitement  shall  have  passed 
away,  and  men  shall  conault  their  reaaon  more,  and  their 
passions  less,  1  hszard  nothing  in  sa>ing  that  the  deliber. 
ate  judgment  of  tbe  community  will  be,  that,  in  the  ex. 
ecutbn  of  the  deposite  hilt,  (he  Secretary  bu  dune  uo 
more  than  his  duty. 

These  transfers  from  the  great  depots,  from  our  com- 
mercial cities  could  nut  fail  lo  produce  disorder  and 
embarrassment  in  exchanges,  and  pressure  in  the  money 
market,  among  bunneas  men.  Il  waa  anticipated.  I 
well  recollect,  on.  my  way  borne  in  July  last,  tbat  the 
very  consequences  which  have  taken  place  were  then 
represented  as  effects  which  must  result  from  the  execu- 
tion of  the  deposite  bill.  It  was  SHid  that  it  could  not 
be  otherwise;  that  the  commercial  cities  which  had  re- 
ceived  the  money,  and  which  liad  loaned  (he  money, 
would  be  obliged  (u  collect  the  money  fur  other  placea, 
and  thus  a  sensible  embarrassmeni  would  be  thereby  un- 
avo'dable.  Ilut  is  tbat  of  itself  any  reaaon  why  Dela- 
ware and  Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  New  Jersey,  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont,  shoukl  not  have  their  portior 
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or  the  public  moncf.u  well  u  New  York,  LouitUiM, 
Muwchutelli,  and  M<uiuippi? 

It  WBt  far  better  fur  tlie  merchKnta  themselvea  to  part 
wilh  the  money  by  degree*,  to  commence  before  Janua- 
ry. It  has  been  laid  (witb  a  view  of  ahowitig  that  an  un- 
necessary pressure  has  arisen  from  the  manner  of  exe- 
cuting the  deposite  bill)  thai  the  United  Stale*  Bank 
paid  the  national  debt  without  any  distress.  That  \i  by 
no  means  a  parallel  esse:  but  even  that  was  not  done 
without  some  time  and  indulgence  being  extended  to 
that  innitution.  That  debt  was  paid  as  it  was  due,  in 
the  great  cities,  and  not  in  the  interror.  But  portions 
of  it  have  been  just  as  well  paid  by  the  deposite  banks 
rince  1833,  aa  by  the  Hank  of  the  United  SUles  prior 
to  1833.  But  the  two  cases  are  unlike.  Depoaites  with 
the  States  are  not  to  be  paid  to  creditors  in  our  great 
cities,  but  to  States  at  a  distance,  and  in  the  interior;  and 
bence  the  cause  of  the  t  listing  pressure  and  derange- 
ment. But  the  main,  the  raoting,  the  original  cause  ot 
all  the  pecuniary  distress  which  has  occurred,  may  be 
traced  to  the  excessive  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  It  was 
the  fscl  that  our  Government  had  thirty  or  forty  millions 
of  dollars  uoemplt^ed  in  the  deposite  banks,  not  requi- 
sd  10  meet  the  necessary  wants  or  the  Governmentt  it 
WM  this  treat  accumulation  of  money,  this  enormous 
amount  of  unappropriated  funda,  that  induced  specula- 
tion and  over-trading.  The  national  debt  had  been  fully 
discharged.  The  compromise  act  led  to  the  belief 
that  the  tariff  would  remain  undisturbed  t  that  of  course 
tbe  receipts  from  customs  and  from  lands  would  greatly 
exceed  the  public  expenditures.  This  state  of  unexam- 
pled and  unprecedented  national  prosperity,  these  ex- 
traordinary resources  of  the  country,  have  produced  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  revolutions  in  the  buunesa  of 
the  country  which  has  taken  place  since  the  close  of  the 
Bevolation. 

Within  the  last  eighteen  months  tbe  capital  of  tbe 
country  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  taken  a  new  direction. 
It  has  changed  hands;  it  is  no  longer  under  the  control 
fMT  our  eemnerciil  and  mercantile  eoomiumty,  a  com- 
munity which  is  now  more  severely  and  intensely  suffer- 
ing from  the  pressure  than  any  other  class.  I  say  that 
it  wu  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  it  was  the  amount  of 
Ubemployed  public  money,  which  hss  brought  this  evil 
upon  us;  which  hasinducedevrry  species  of  speculationj 
which  haa  quickened  Uie  zeal,  animated  tbe  spirit,  and 
put  in  requisition  alt  the  active  energies  of  Uie  adventu- 
rer. The  history  of  the  times  diows  that  there  have 
been  moat  unprecedented  speculations  and  over-tradinK. 
Spceulattons  not  in  the  public  land*  only,  but  in  stoelu, 
in  banks^  in  railroads,  in  canals,  in  tots,  in  every  thing 
that  tbe  wit  of  man  could  devise.  This  mania  fur  spec- 
ulation has  pervaded  our  whute  countr)';  it  has  reach- 
ed tbe  vilhgea  ol  New  England^  and  but  few  individuals 
bavO  entirely  escaped  from  its  influence. 

In  ad^tton  to  this,  the  course  pursued  by  same  of  tbe 
buiki  themselvra  baa  contributed  to  bring  about  the  pres- 
ent state  of  things.  The  means  of  those  inatiluiiuns  hare 
been  empltwed,  not  as  usual,  in  the  transaction  uf  the 
regular  business  of  our  mercantile  community,  but  in 
the  shaving  ofm-tcs,  excbatigea*  and  stocks.  The  atven 
or  eight  millions  of  the  money  of  the  Government  now 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Staler,  it  may  be  presumed, 
bu  been  in  active  use  in  that  way.  To  these  may  be 
added  tbe  great  pressure  now  existing  in  the  money 
nHiket  of  Er^land.  which  has  produced  its  effects  here. 
In  ny  judgment,  these  have  been  among  the  causes 
which  have  aided  in  produc'mg  the  present  state  of  things. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  only  be  temporary;  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  crisis  has  already  pasned;  that  the  good 
•enae,  the  high  intelligence,  the  pure  patriotism  of  our 
commercial  and  mercantile  community,  will  be  able  tu 
bring  to  a  speedy  end  this  unexampled,  this  most  cxtr«- 


ordinsry,  this  violent  pecuniary  pressure  In  our  cities.  It 
has  been  said  that  the  pressure  ts  not  as  great  as  is  rep- 
resented. I  know  it  to  be  moat  severe.  When  the 
beat  notes  in  our  cities  are  sold  st  a  discount,  and  sold  so 
as  to  yti  Id  an  interest  of  two,  three,  and  even  four  per 
cent,  per  months  let  no  one  laj  that  the  pressure  it  mere 
pretence.  It  is  an  awful  and  cruet  reality.  It  ia  but  the 
effect  of  our  own  policy.  If  we  had  ten  in  tbe  pockets 
of  the  people  the  money  not  wanted  for  the  ordinary 
uses  of  the  Government,  if  we  had  prevented  the  accu- 
mulation of  auch  an  enormous  surplus,  if  we  had  been 
compelled  annually  to  contract  loans  to  meet  current 
expenditures,  businesa  would  not  have  been  diverted 
from  its  accustooied  eluutnels,  wild  speculation  would 
not  bare  stalked  through  our  land,  end  tbe  present  pres- 
sure and  distress  would  not  have  been  felt.  We  should, 
Hr.  President,  now  unite  in  preventing  the  repetition  of 
the  evil,  by  removing  its  cause.  The  surplus  found  in 
your  Treasury  was  the  original  cause  of  the  present  pres- 
sure. It  was  our  acts  of  the  laat  session  which  were 
auxiliary  in  bringing  about  the  present  atate  ofthings. 
I  know  that  it  is  very  convenient  to  make  the  organs  of 
Congress  (while  faithfully,  but  fo<  bearingly,  executing 
the  laws)  acapfgoats,  not  only  for  the  effeeU  of  those 
laws,  but  Hot  all  the  nnprovidence,  raabnea^  over-tra- 
ding, and  speculation,  of  Europe  as  w«ll  aa  of  Amtrica. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  in  answer  tu  the  charge 
made  against  the  Secretary,  for  the  course  pursued  by 
him  in  the  execution  of  the  deposite  bill.  I  should  not 
have  troubled  the  Senate  with  any  remaiks,  bad  1  not 
wished  to  avail  maself  of  thia  opportunity  to  qieak  of 
jhat  measure.  1  gave  my  vote  in  favor  of  that  hilt,  and 
I  have  rcaaon  to  believe  that  that  vote  has  received  the 
decided  sanction  of  the  yeomanry  of  New  Hampshire. 
The  bill  passed  both  Huuses  of  Congress  by  unexampled 
msjoritief,  and  yet  the  minority  in  the  Senate,  as  well  as 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  comprise  some  of  our 
most  distinguished  statesmen  and  purest  patriots.  The 
bill,  as  it  passed,  was  most  emphatically  and  most  truly 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  bill  for  the  relation,  de- 
posite, and  safe  keeping  of  the  common  treasure  of  the 
whole  country.  There  is  no  room  for  doubl,  with  re- 
spect to  the  character  of  tint  measure.  The  thirteenth 
section  of  that  bill,  among  other  things,  provides  that 
the  States  receiving  their  proportion  of  the  surplus  shall 
pledge  their  hith  "to  pay  the  said  moneys,  and  every 
part  thereof,  from  time  to  lime,  whenever  theaame  bhall 
be  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  fur  tbe 
purpose  of  defraying  any  wants  of  die  public  Treasury." 
Whatever  may  be  the  practical  operation  of  this  measure, 
it  waa  regarded  at  the  tiow  in  no  other  light  than  a  bill 
to  regulate  the  local  banks,  having  the  public  money  in 
deposite,  and  to  transfer  from  those  banks  portions  of 
the  common  fund  to  places  of  greater  security,  the  re- 
spective treasuries  of  the  several  States.  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  among  those  then  belonging  to  tbe  Senate, 
who  gave  to  thia  bill  their  support,  there  wsf  a  single  in- 
dividual of  the  number,  who  would  for  a  moment  coun- 
tenance the  idea  of  taxing,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  peo- 
ple for  the  purpose  of  distributing  money  to  the  people. 
I  never  could  have  yieUled  my  assent  to  any  such  prin- 
ciple; and,  in  voting  for  the  deposite  hill,  no  Senator 
coulil  believe  that  he  waa  thereby  yielding  his  assent  (o 
any  such  doctrine.  I  bold  it  to  be  subverave  of  the  very 
foundation  upon  which  rests  our  rcprcsentaliTe  Govern- 
ment. Such  a  principte  is  imposed  to  the  best  and  pu- 
rest feelings  of  patriotism;  to  the  letter,  the  spirit,  the 
genius,  of  our  free  inttitntions.  I  never  could  have  given 
my  vote  for  this  bill  as  a  distribution  bill.  This  charac 
ter  has  been  most  unjustly  given  to  this  measure  htre 
and  elsewhere.  The  Senator  from  Hissinippi  is  mitfa- 
ken  if  he  supposes  that  it  is  so  understood  by  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  the  States.    The  legislative  act  of 
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Haap«hire  riiowt  OHMt  clearly  Ibe  MntioMnU  of 
ih«t  Stfttc  wiUk  refercnea  to  this  meMure.   She  hu  vo- 
ted lo  receive  ber  portioa  of  the  mooeyt  but  the  legitla- 
lion  of  that  State  has  mott  sacredly  ifusrded  the  princi- 
pal a*  Ttghtfutly  belonginr  to  the  United  Stateii  that 
whOe  ahe  fKnwklert  heraelf  justly  entitled  to  the  benefi- 
cial uae  of  ber  portion  of  the  surplus,  so  long  as  it  shall 
rcnwn  ancalled  for,  she  holds  the  principal  to  be  of  ri^ht 
tfkc  property  of  the  General  Government.    It  is  true  that 
Ner  Hampshire  by  her  act  will  deposite  her  share  of  ihe 
ftind  ainony  the  acTcral  towm  of  that  SUte  for  safe  keep. 
iwg.    But  Itie  State  poaicsaea  the  power,  by  ber  distrcM 
varranta,  to  enrurce  cuDection  at  any  time,  against  any 
towD  which  should  nejclect  or  refute  to  pay  when  de^ 
manded;  and  the  pending  act  subjects  the  town  to  in- 
dictment, in  case  any  part  of  the  principal  of  the  money 
ihercin  dcponted  should  be  used  for  any  purpose)  and 
the  court  are  required  to  impose  on  such  a  town  a  fine 
equ^  to  the  part  of  the  principal  thus  appropriated,  and 
Co  iane  execution  against  any  sucli  town,  to  be  levied 
mmd  collected  in  (he  usual  mode.    Tlius  hsd  bis  own 
State  managed  in  relation  to  this  malter;  snd  gentlemen 
oiay  be  assured  that  whenever  occasion  shall  demand 
that  any  portion  of  this  money  should  be  returned  to  the 
oalional  Treasury,  for  lite  ase  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, that  Stale  will  promptly  aad  properly  comply  with 
■ueh  a  demand. 

I  did  not  eoniiiler  that,  when  I  gave  my  nte  in  ftvor 
of  that  bill,  I  was  in  effect  making  a  donation  to  the  . 
aercral  States.  My  purpose  was  merely  to  add  to  ihe 
places  of  deposite.  To  give  to  the  States  the  use  of  a 
portion  of  the  public  money,  instead  of  confining  (he  use 
escluahrely  to  the  banks.  It  was  not  my  purpose  longer 
to  leaTe  alt  the  public  funds  in  the  deposite  banks,  whieb 
were  nitder  the  exclusive  control  of  the  Government. 
I  knew  full  well  that  it  was  the  earnest  wish  of  the  head 
of  tlie  Treasury  Department  to  be  relieved  from  the  re- 
sponsibilily,  the  care  snd  control  of  (be  public  treasurei 
whatever  might  be  said  of  ibe^ desire  of  this  administra- 
tton  to  exercise  an  uiilimited  dominion  over  the  public 
purse,  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  himself  was  extreme- 
ly soKcitima  to  be  delivered  from  that  particular  charge. 

lo  votii^fiir  (btabill,  I  gave  in  no  aiaent  to  the  policy  of 
a  systematie  dtttrUiution— nothing  could  have  been  fur- 
ther  from  my  mind.  The  money  was  on  hand,  and  no 
regulation  ofthe  tariff  could  have  any  effect  upon  the 
accumulation  then  in  (he  Treaiuryi  no  public  or  private 
appropriations,  necessarily  called  for,  could  exhaust  the 
fund.  The  question  was,  what  shall  be  done  with  i(^ 
How  can  it  be  disposed  of  until  the  same  shall  be  required  ? 
'Vhe  question  was  answered— wisely,  Judiciously,  and 
properly  anawered—by  the  passage  of  the  deposite  bill. 
The  qoeation  now  is^  what  can  be  done  to  prevent  any 
Ibrllicr  wrplusf  it  is  an  important  question— it  should 
be  well  considered.  For  one,  I  would  desire,  in  some 
way  or  other,  to  bring  down  the  revenue  to  a  point  be- 
h>w  the  ordinary  wants  of  Ute  Government,  i  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  that  an  economical  expendilureurthe 
public  ononey  csnonly  be  attained  by  being  absolutely  re- 
quired, year  following  year,  to  devise  ways  and  means 
lo  okeet  current  expenses.  Il  would  be  far  better,  fur 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  to  be  obliged  to 
borrow  annually,  rather  than  be  obliged  to  tax  our  inge- 
nuity how  to  dispose  of  surpluses.  Our  expenditure 
should  never  be  furced  to  alMorb  our  means.  Uut  means 
sboald  be  furced  to  meet  our  expenditure  _ 

I  have  said,  Mr.  President,  all  tliat  i  wish  to  say  upon 
the  deposite  bill  of  the  liat  session,  and  upon  ihe  man. 
ner  of  iti  execution.  And  if  the  effects  of  Ibis  measure, 
and  ef  the  specie  circular,  shall  be  to  check  the  spirit  of 
speeulMtton  which  is  abroad  in  the  land,  to  confine  trade, 
comaMraisJ  mnd  mcMantile  enterprise,  within  their  prof>er 
iiaitsi  if  the  effects  shall  be  to  render  secure  the  public 


funds,  and  to  preserve  the  public  domain  fur  the  legiti- 
mate benefit  of  the  General  Government,  then  we  snail 
not  fail  to  rejoice  at  their  adoption. 

Mr.  HoBiiBs  having  concluded  bis  remark^ 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  inquired  whether  he  was  to 
understand  Mr.  H.  as  including  in  his  argument  of  justi- 
Scation  (he  discrimination  made  in  (be  order  between 
citixens  of  difierent  States  of  the  Union,  requiring  of  one 
class  to  pay  gold  and  silver,  and  permitting  the  other  to 
pay  in  (be  ordinary  currency? 

Mr.  HUBBABD  replied  that  he  had  not  turned  his 
attention  to  that  point,  considering  it  as  having  been 
sufficiently  met  in  (he  able  speech  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Bkxtux.] 

Mr.  MORRIS  obtained  the  floor  for  to-morrowt  and 
then 

Ttw  Senate  went  into  executive  buvinesst  after  which. 
The  Senate  styoumed. 

Wkbmxsdat,  DxGBMBia  38. 
UNEXPENDED  APl'ROPRI A  nONS. 
Af^er  disposing  ofthe  usual  morning  business, 
Mr.  BENTON  rttse  lo  move  the  printing  of  the  docu- 
ment from  the  Treasury  Department,  which  Itad  been 
called  for  on  his  motion,  and  had  come  in  a  few  days 
ago.  It  was  a  document  showing  the  unexpended  bal- 
ances  of  appropriations  which  would  remain  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  the  amount 
of  each  bslsnce,  the  object  to  which  it  wu  applicable, 
and  the  date  of  the  law  by  which  the  appropriation  was 
made.  It  was  the  amplification  and  substantiation  of 
that  part  of  the  President's  message  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  in  which  he  said  (hat  these  unex- 
pended balances  were  estimated  at  914,636.063,  exceed* 
ing  by  99,636,063  the  amount  a  hich  will  be  left  in  the 
depowte  banks  ftnd  which.are  outstanding  appropria- 
tions^ to  be  met  by  reimbursements  from  the  Sutes,  if 
the  revenue  fell  short  of  meeting  them;  and  tlial  this 
large  amount  unexpended  was  the  effect  of  the  lateness 
of  the  period  at  which  the  appropriations  had  been 
msde.  Th'S  fourteen  and  a  half  millions  has  been  called 
a  surplus,  for  which  the  Government  has  no  use;  and  it 
would  seem  that  some  States,  acting  on  this  idea,  were 
fur  treating  the  deposite  act  as  a  distribution  law,  and 
using  the  money  deposited  with  them,  as  if  (be  Govem< 
ment  in  reality  had  no  use  fiir  it.  Nothing  (he  said) 
could  be  more  erroneous  than  this  ides.  This  fourteen 
and  a  half  millions  were  not  a  surplu.%  but  appropriated 
money — appropriated  tuo  late  to  be  used  this  year,  but 
remaining  applicable  to  its  objecif,  under  the  act  of 
1795,  for  two  fiiH  years  after  the  year  in  which  the  ap- 
propriation was  made.  The  document  contains  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  each  object,  and  in  the  list  would  be 
found  objects  belonging  to  every  branch  of  the  public 
service;  and  every  State  would  find  some  objects  near 
and  dear  to  itself,  and  fur  which  the  State  had  been 
long  soliciting.  Among  these  objects,  were  the  branch 
mints  in  the  South  and  In  New  Orleans,  the  custom- 
houses  in  Boston  and  New  York,  the  Treasury  and 
Patent  Offices  in  this  eily,  many  fortifications,  roads,  and 
block-houses,  west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  half  a 
dozen  Indian  tribes,  and  among  them  tlie  Cherokee 
treaty,  un  which  «li)ne  the  balance  was  $4,245,000.  This 
latter  was  a  good  specimen  uf  the  whole  of  these  delaved 
appropriations,  and  illustrated  the  manner  practised  at 
tlie  last  session  to  create  an  unavoidable  surplus.  Firstt 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  kept  off  to  the  Isst  pos- 
sible moment,  and  (ben  all  possible  exertions  made  to 
defeat  it;  then  the  appropriation  law  under  the  treaty 
was  kept  off  to  the  last  pnssible  moment,  snd  then  all 
poauble  efforts  made  to  defeat  it.  Finally,  on  the  3d 
day  of  Juljt  the  appropriation  passed;  and  then  Mr. 
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John  Rotf,  a  true  coadjutor  of  the  surplus  ptrty,  went 
home  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  receiving  the  money; 
ftml  wcceeileE);  ind  so  saved  this  four  millions  and  a 
quarter  for  distribution,  as  a  part  nf  that  unnvuidable 
Mtrpltis  for  which  llie  States  are  told,  and  even  Georgia 
he  rse  If  is  told,  the  Federal  Government  has  no  use!  Now, 
there  was  some  u»e  for  this  four  and  a  quarter  milliuns. 
The  United  Stales  would  have  to  raise  it  olberwise,  if 
•he  did  nol  get  it  back  from  the  Statest  for  the  compact 
with  Georfria,  made  thirty-four  years  ai^o,  and  by  which 
the  United  States  obtained  Albania  and  Missi'Sippi, 
will  have  to  be  carried  into  eB'iCl.  And  so  of  every  ob- 
ject mentioned  in  the  document.  There  were  above 
two  hundred  of  these  objects,  and  money  would  have  to 
be  provided  for  carryin^r  each  of  them  into  effect;  for 
they  were  not  of  a  nature  to  be  abandoned;  and  this 
bead  of  minci  (wd  Mr.  D.,  pulling  his  finger  to  his 
forehead,)  this  head  of  mine)  as  belonging  to  a  member 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  was  nnw  occupied  with  this 
atibjrct,  and  was  considering  how  far  duties  could  be 
reduced)  and  how  far  lliey  would  have  to  be  kept  up, 
and  what  tax  otherwise  unnecessary  must  be  retained  to 
supply  the  place  of  these  fourteen  and  a  half  millions,  if 
■he  depoaite  act  is  perveited  bjr  any  of  the  Slates  into  a 
distribution  Uv.  Now,  he  wanted  this  r«ct  carried 
home  to  (he  p^ple  of  the  States  in  lueh  form  that  it 
could  not  be  disputed,  lie  would  therefore  move  to 
have  this  dncument  printed,  and  five  copies  sent  to  the 
Governor  of  each  State,  ten  copies  sent  to  each  branch 
of  the  State  Legislatures,  and  1,000  extra  copies  be  sup- 
plied to  the  Senate  fur  its  distribution. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  to  make  a  very  few  remarks  on 
the  very  extraordinary  rnotimi  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, and  to  Bsk  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 
The  sending  out  this  paper  in  (he  manner  propcoed 
would  make  an  erroneous  impression  on  the  minds  of 
(hose  to  whom  it  would  be  sent,  and  would  be  an  unusu^ 
al  departure  from  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  Senate. 
Did  not  every  Senator  know  that  there  was  a  large 
amount  left  in  the  Treasury,  say  five  milliona  of  dollars, 
by  the  deposite  law  of  the  last  sesnon,  fur  the  purpose 
of  meeting  these  balances?  Did  not  every  Senator  know 
lhar,  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
there  were  three  millions  of  dolUrs  of  these  appropria- 
tions that  would  not  be  warned,  and  were  therefore 
transferred  to  the  surplus  fund  in  pursuance  of  a  stand- 
ing law?  And  was  there  not,  besides,  a  large  sum  in  the 
Itands  of  the  disburaiog  ofRcera  of  the  Government?  He 
knew  (Mr.  C.  said)  that  every  exertion  would  be  made 
in  order  to  defeat  the  deposite  bill  at  this  session.  lie 
knew  well  that  the  battle  was  yet  to  be  fought— a  battle 
in  which  the  people  would  be  on  one  side,  and  the 
ofGce-hoIders  and  ofHce-seekers  on  the  other.  While 
'  up,  he  would  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
make  one  remark  in  reference  to  the  report  of  that 
eommiltee  on  the  bill  introduced  by  him  «  few  days  «nce, 
and,  much  against  his  wishes,  re^rred  lo  them.  TItey 
bad  reported  against  the  bill,  and  it  was  not  strange  that 
they  sboukl  do  so,  because  a  majority  of  that  committee 
were  three  out  of  the  six  who  voted  against  the  deposite 
bill  at  the  laat  session.  But  what  he  complained  of  was, 
that  they  had  reported  it  without  one  sing'e  word  of  ex- 
planation; the  chairman  simply  saying  that  he  was  in- 
atructed  by  the  committee  to  move  for  its  indefinite 
postponement.  He  would  now  ask  the  chairman  on 
what  grounds  he  had  reported  against  tl>is  bill?  Was  it 
because  the  committee  were  saltsfJed  that  there  would 
not  be  a  surplus'  If  so,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  let  us  know  it. 
1  shall  be  glad  to  hear  that  such  was  their  reason,  be- 
cause it  is  a  debatable  proposition.  Was  it  because  they 
would  not  have  the  surplus  deposited  with  the  Slates? 
If  this  WM  the  case,  it  wasdirectly  contrary  to  ttie  known 
iente  of  that  body,  expressed  almost  unanimously  at  the 


lut  letiion.  He  could  acareely  believe  that  the  commit- 
tee reported  sgainst  the  bill  on  such  grounds.  With 
the  denunciations  of  the  President  himself  sgainst  tho 
corrupting  influence  of  a  large  surplus  in  the  Treasury, 
and  his  declarations  that  the  wortt  disposition  that  could 
be  made  of  it  was  to  let  it  remain  in  the  deposite  banks, 
he  did  suppose  tlwt  the  committee  could  not  contem- 
plate cither  result.  He  could  not  believe  but  that,  from 
courtesy,  the  chairman  would  make  such  a  report  ma 
would  put  the  Senate  in  possession  of  the  grounds  on 
which  the  committee  objected  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  replied,  that  this  was  not  a  more  dis- 
tinct call  than  he  had  had  on  diflerent  occasions  from 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  for  explanations  in 
regard  to  subjecta  which  had  cnme  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee  of  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  was 
an  h'imble  member.  It  would  save  the  Senate  some 
time,  if  subjects  were  debsted  when  they  were  under 
consideration  before  the  Senate,  and  not  incidentally  and 
etJIaterally.  For  his  own  part,  he  should  be  willing  lo 
answer  any  questions,  after  a  subject  should  have  been 
before  the  committee,  and  come  up  for  debate,  in  the 
beat  manner  he  was  able.  But  he  should  nol  bold  him* 
self  bound,  at  the  call  of  any  Senator,  to  enter  upon  a 
debate  on  the  merita  of  any  propoution  not  before  the 
hotly,  aUbough  it  may  have  been  reported  upon  by  the 
committee.  When  the  honorable  Senator's  bill  should 
come  before  the  Senate,  then  he  would  hold  himself 
'  bound,  as  a  member  of  the  committer,  to  state  the  rea- 
sons which  governed  their  acts,  but  not  now,  upon  a 
question  of  printing  a  document  that  had  no  relation  to 
the  subjectt  and  he  hoped  that  he  should  not  be  consid- 
ered by  the  Senator,  and  the  Senate,  as  wanting  in 
courtesy  in  not  complying  with  the  request  made  of  him  t 
for  be  had  made  it  a  nile  of  action  to  treat  question*,  in- 
dependent in  their  character,  at  separate  and  distinct 
periods.  This  practice  he  had  endeavored  to  carry  out 
as  far  as  possible,  and  he  should  do  so  nowf  and  wheth- 
er the  course  of  the  committee  should  be  approved  or 
disapproved,  he  hoped  it  might  be  decided  when  Ihft 
bill  came  up,  and  not  in  an  incidental  manner. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  that  although  he  very  much  re. 
gretted  that  they  were  not  lo  have  •  detailed  report,  yet 
he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  thought  the  course 
of  the  committee  a  very  unusual  one.  A  bill  of  acknowl- 
edgrd  importance,  If  he  might  judge  from  the  Presi- 
dent's message  and  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, together  with  the  course  of  the  Senate  last  session, 
was,  after  a  full  debate,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  because  that  committee  was  particularly  con- 
stituted to  advise  on  the  subjects  to  which  it  retalMt  yet 
that  committee  treated  it  as  one  of  the  most  insignificant 
questions,  and  despatched  it  without  a  written  report. 
I'his  all  might  be  very  right,  but  it  certainly  was  very 
extraordinary  and  unusual. 

He  had  been  there  several  years,  both  as  presiding- 
officer  and  as  a  member  of  the  body,  and  he  OHist  aay 
that  this  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  known  a  question 
to  be  put  to  the  churman  of  a  committee,  whtcli  he  re- 
fused to  answer.  As  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
States  of  this  Union,  he  must  say  that  he  had  a  right  lo 
an  answer.  The  bill  had  gone  to  the  committee,  had 
received  its  disapprobation,  and  the  committee  ought  to 
let  them  know  the  grounds  on  which  they  objected  to 
it.  If  there  was  no  surplus,  let  us  (said  Mr.  C.)  hear 
the  committee  say  so.  If  there  was  one,  then,  said  he, 
let  us  bear  what  objections  the  committee  have  to  depos- 
iting it  with  the  Slates.  He  made  no  complaints,  but  he 
must  say  that  the  course  of  the  committee  waa  very  ex- 
traordinary, 

Ur.  IIUBRARD  remarked  that  he  was  at  all  timea  tn 
favor  of  giving  lo  the  people  all  the  information  which 
could  be  communicated  to  them,  either  through  their 
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GoTcrnon  or  the  Lrgisbturrt  of  the  tevenl  StatM,  in 
relation  to  ererjr  tubjeet  connected  irilh  the  lefrittttinn 
of  ConpvMi  and  he  w»  the  hat  man  who  wouM  with* 
hold  informmtion  from  hia  conatituenti^  which  could,  bv 
uijr  poiMbility,  pre  them  anj  light  upon  the  Mta  of  their 
represenlfttivcs. 

He  wauM  requrat  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  read 
the  reeolutlon  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Miitouri. 
After  it  waa  read,  Mr.  H.  remarked  that  the  reaolation 
«M  as  he  supposed;  and  be  was  entirely  at  a  loaa  to 
know  what  was  the  particular  object  of  hia  friend  from 
Hiasonri,  in  that  part  of  hia  reaolution  which  required 
that  fire  copies  of  the  document  referred  to  ahould  be 
sent  to  the  Governors,  and  that  twenty  copiei  of  the  tame 
docnment  ahould  be  sent  to  the  Legislatures,  of  the  aer- 
eral  States.  From  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Hiasouri*  U  seemed  to  him  ibit  this  document  was  in 
some  way  or  ether  to  have  some  effect  upcm  the  depo9> 
ite  biU  of  the  last  lessioni  but  be  could  not  see  in  what 
way  the  communication  of  these  documents  to  the  Legia- 
Istures  could  have  any  effVct  whaterer  upon  their  action 
on  that  bill.  Congresa  haa  paned  that  t>il1t  it  waa  to 
take  effect  within  a  very  few  daya — on  the  lat  day  of 
January  next.  The  money  then  in  the  Treasury  waa  to 
be  set  apart,  and  to  be  taken*  under  the  direction  of  (he 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  depoaite  banks,  and 
transftert«d  to  the  Slate  treasuries  for  depo«te  and  fur 
safe  keeping,  in  pursuance  of  the  partlcalar  proriaions  of 
the  bill  itself. 

The  printing  of  the  document  may  be  useful  to  the 
Senate;  it  may  be  Important  to  them,  for  Iheir  informa- 
tion and. guidance  with  reference  to  the  bill  presented  by 
the  S«iator  from  South  Carolina,  to  continue  in  force 
the  depottte  biN.  Diit  it  oould  nut  be  of  any  practical 
benefit  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  in  reulkm  to 
the  bill  of  the  last  aession.  Whether  wisely  or  not,  Con- 
gress had  passed  that  bill,  and  the  States  were  soon  to 
receive  the  benefit  of  it;  arid  he  would  suggest  to  the 
Senator  the  propriety  of  ao  amending  hts  retioluliona  as 
to  confine  the  priming  for  the  use  of  the  Sena'.e,  and  not 
to  require  that  prinled  copies  of  this  document  hhould 
be  sent  to  the  Governors  and  Legislatures  of  the  several 
Slales.  With  a  knowledge  »hat  probably  would  be 
m  the  Treasury  on  the  lat  day  of  January,  as  the  unex- 
pended bahinees  of  former  appropriations  are  very  great, 
and  a  decided  majority  of  the  Senate  gave  Uteir  voles  in 
favor  of  the  deposite  bill  of  the  last  aeaaion,  it  certainly 
would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  this  document  fails  to 
give  correct  information.  The  gentleman  from  Misv"<rit 
he  presumed,  could  not  desire  to  have  this  document 
communietfed  to  the  Slate  Legislature^  unless  he  be- 
lieved it  would  impart  useful  information  to  them.  And, 
lor  one,  he  eonld  not  but  believe  that  it  was  calculated 
to  make  an  erroneous  impression  upon  the  public  mind) 
to  misguide  and  to  mislead  the  action  of  thoae  Legisla- 
tures in  relation  to  that  bill.  Without  asying  more  at 
this  time,  he  did  hope  that  the  Senator  from  Mraiourt 
would  amend  Iiii  motion  as  had  been  suggested. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  the  Secretary  to  read  ihe  cap- 
tion of  die  document.  The  Secretary  read  it|  and  Mr. 
B.,  inviling  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  words  of 
the  caption,  and  that  the  1st  dwy  of  January  next  was  the 
time  to  which  the  unexpended  balances  were  computed, 
pointed  out  (hat  this  was  exc'usive  of  sums  which  might 
be  in  (be  bands  of  disbur>)ng  officers,  and  which,  though 
■till  charged  to  them,  might  be  all  expended,  and  would 
be  by  the  end  of  the  quarter.  The  sums  in  the  hands  of 
disbursing  ofiicera  was  no  fund  to  meet  theae  fourteen 
and  a  half  millions,  but  were  intendetl  to  be  expended 
by  the  last  day  of  the  present  quarter.  The  five  millions 
Uf^  in  the  Treasury  will  be  a  fund,  as  far  as  it  goes,  to 
meet  the  fourteen  and  a  half  millionsf  but  nine  and  a 
half  ntilKoM  will  Mill  remain  to  be  rctmburaed  by  the 


Slates,  or  to  be  levied  by  taxes  off  the  people.  The 
objects  are  nut  of  a  nature  to  be  dispeDsed  with,  and  the 
money  to  complete  them  must  be  got  somewhere.  This 
ia  material  information  to  give  to  the  States,  and  to  give 
to  them  now,  while  their  Legislatures  are  occupied  wilh 
the  question  of  our  deposite  act,  and  some  for  treating  it 
as  a  deposite,  and  aonie  as  a  distribution.  With  this 
document  before  them,  no  State  can  treat  it  as  a  distribu- 
tion) no  one  can  look  upon  the  deposite  as  money  for 
which  the  Rovernment  has  no  usei  but  every  one  will 
see  that  there  is  indispensable  need  tat  it)  and  by  look- 
ing at  the  date  of  each  appropriation,  they  will  see  that 
lliis  unsvoidable  surplus  was  forcibly  creuted  by  keeping 
off  appropriations  until  it  was  too  late  to  expend  them. 

Kvery  body  knew  that  the  struggle  of  the  last  session 
was  to  keep  off  appropriations,  and  that  the  organization 
of  committees  gsve  (lie  opposition  the  power  lo  keep 
them  off".  In  this  way,  the  unavoidable  surplus  waa  vio- 
lently and  forcibly  produced.  Several  millions  were  de- 
feated ahogether;  namely,  the  anticipation  of  the  foreign 
indemniiies,  by  which  (he  United  States  would  bate 
bought  four  millions  of  gold,  bearing  an  interest  of  4  and 
5  per  cent.)  the  army  tnrcease  bill  was  defeated)  ihe 
new  fortification  bill  defeated;  the  New  Orleans  custom- 
house) the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  canal)  and  others,  to  the  amount  of  six  or  seven 
millions.  From  (be  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  session, 
he  sloiid  upon  the  ground  that,  if  the  proper  appropria- 
tions were  made,  and  made  in  time  to  be  used,  there 
would  be  no  more  aurplus  than  had  often  been  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Staiea,  without  exciting  the  least 
alarm  in  the  bosoms  cf  those  who  could  now  see  nothing 
but  corruption,  danger,  and  ruin,  from  the  like  sums  in 
tlie  ninety  different  banks  which  now  hold  the  public  de- 
posites.  The  United  Slates  Bank  often  held  fourteen, 
sixteen,  or  eighteen  millions  of  public  money,  and  not  a 
word  ia  said  about  corruption)  not  more  than  that  amount 
would  have  remained  in  all  the  deposite  banks,  if  the 
necessary  appropriations  had  been  made,  and  made  in 
time  to  be  used.  He  wished  this  document  to  go  to  the 
people  of  the  Stateti,  that  they  might  see  these  fuels. 
He  knew  it  was  somewhat  ungracious  to  ask  this  Senate, 
BO  many  of  whom  had  voted  for  the  deposite  act,  to  fur- 
nish this  evidence  of  the  error  under  which  they  legis- 
lated; but  certain  it  ia,  that  many  of  tliem  voted  for  it  as 
a  deposite  law,  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name,  and  not  as  a 
distribution  law,  under  a  false  title,  in  derision  of  the 
constitution.  Such  Senators  should  hare  no  objection  to 
sending  this  document  to  the  Slate  Lrgislalures,  to  let 
them  see  the  objects  for  which  a  reimbursement  of  this 
money  must  be  made,  or  unnecessary  taxes  kept  up  to 
supply  its  abstraction.  But  of  one  thing  be  was  certain, 
whether  the  Senate  sent  the  document  to  the  States  or 
not,  it  would  go  lo  the  States.  After  this  attempt  lo 
suppress  it,  all  must  desire  to  see  it. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that  he  found  Ihe  infor- 
mation which  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  was  so  anx- 
ious to  give  the  country  was  already  before  the  Senale 
in  a  very  authentic  form.  It  was  to  be  found-  in  the 
table  of  estimates  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  He  argued  that,  according  tothc 
assertion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  estima- 
ted the  unexpended  balances  of  appropriation  at 
(14,636,063,  the  sum  of  (3,013,389  would  not  be  wanted. 
The  Senator,  therefore,  in  sending  out  a  document, 
setting  forth  that  (14,500,000  were  required  for  out- 
standing appropriations,  wciild  mislead  (he  public,  and 
make  a  &lse  impression.  Mr.  0.  contended  tlit^  taking 
the  five  millions  which  must  be  left  in  Ihe  TVeasury,'  on 
account  of  the  depoaite  act,  from  the  eleven  and  odd 
remaining  of  the  fourteen  millions,  together  with  the 
money  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  duburnng  ofRcerib 
there  wotud  be  funds  eamgh  on  hand,  witbm  a  small 
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amounf,  tomect  the  outstwiding  approprwlKiiu.  Saw, 
when  it  vu  admitted  by  erery  one  that  the  mirplua 
which  would  be  on  hand  ftt  the  end  of  the  next  year 
would  amount  to  at  least  twrnty-five  milliona  of  dollars, 
(and  for  himsrir  he  entertained  no  douht  that  it  would 
be  thirty,  nnlesa  the  connlry  should  be  disturbed  by  a 
war,  or  anme  other  unforeseen  catastrophe,)  he  would 
seriously  ask,  was  there  a  Senator  on  that  floor,  of  any 

Earty,  who  would  say,  in  t  time  of  profound  peace,  (for 
e  would  not  call  the  Seminole  war  interrupting  the 
peiee  of  the  Union,)  and  recollecting  the  fact  that  this 
ftdministration  came  in  as  a  reform  adminiatration,  that  a 
tax  should  be  r»ised,  or  that  the  money  distributed  un- 
der (he  deposits  bill,  should  be  refunded  in  order  to 
make  extrava^nt  appropriations?  lie  (Mr.  C-)  could 
not  believe  it.  He  knew  that  attempts  would  be  made 
to  prevent  the  renewal  of  the  depowte  act,  though  he 
could  not  aay  that  (h'w  was  one  of  them.  But  let  him 
tell  gentlemen  that  these  attempts  would  only  produce 
a  reaction,  and  end  in  their  defeat. 

Mr.  C,  in  conclusion,  adrerled  to  the  subject  ofa  re- 
duction of  the  rcrenue,  and  (he  necessity  of  bringing  it 
down  to  the  legitimAte  wants  of  the  Government.  He 
inaisied  that  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  consideration  of  this  matter,  were  bound  to 
■how,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  either  that  there  would 
be  no  aurplus  next  year,  or  to  admit  the  necessity  of 
making  an  adequate  reduction  of  the  rerenue. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  document  which  had  been 
read,  to  wit:  the  estimate  of  sppropriations  for  1837, 
was  not  unknown  to  him.  He  was  no  stranger  to  ilie 
document  itself,  or  to  the  laws  under  which  it  was  an- 
nually framed.  One  part  of  it,  that  of  the  estimates  for 
the  serriee  of  the  ensuing  year,  was  framed  under  an 
act  aa  old  ai  the  Governmenti  the  other  part  of  it,  that 
whieh  related  to  the  unexpended  balances,  was  more 
modem,  and  was  framed  under  an  act  of  1830,  to  carry 
into  effect  more  completely  an  act  of  1795,  relative  to 
unexpended  balances.  This  act  of  1795  continues  all  ap- 
propriations in  force  for  two  full  years  after  the  year  in 
which  they  are  madet  and  at  the  end  of  those  two  years 
directa  any  bahnee  that  may  remain  to  be  carried  to 
the  atirplu^  fund.  The  act  of  1830  was  to  facilitate  the 
understanding  and  use  of  these  bslancesi  and  for  that 
purpose  it  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  an- 
nex them  to  his  annual  estimate  of  appropriations, 
divided  into  three  headN,  according  to  the  act  of  ir95; 
one  head  was  to  show  what  part  of  the  unexpended  bal- 
anftca  of  the  expired  year  would  be  wanted  in  the  first 
of  the  two  next  years,  and  tfliat  part  in  the  aecond  of 
them,  and  what  part  would  not  be  wanted  at  all)  and  so 
wouM  go  to  the  surplus  fund.  Thus  the  unexpended 
balancea  are  now,  and,  ever  since  IS30,  hare  been  shown 
in  three  column^  headed  as  directed  by  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  that  act.  Thus  they  stand  in  this  eatimatei  and 
the  amount  under  each  head  is  firii,  for  the  service  of 
1837,  there  will  be  wanted  of  these  unexpended  ba)an> 
ces  the  sum  of  $11,437,480(  for  1838,  there  will  be 
wanted  t3,013,389i  and  there  will  remain  the  sum  of 
9195,183,  whieh  will  not  be  wanted  at  all  in  either  nf 
the  two  years,  and  therefore  will  go  to  the  surplus 
fund.  The  aggregate  of  these  three  sunu  makes  the 
$14,696,063  mentioned  in  the  President's  messxge,  and 
also  in  the  document  of  the  estimstest  and  the  af^re- 
gate  of  the  two  first  suma  will  make  the  amount  in  this 
■econd  document  which  is  now  asked  lo  be  printed.  In 
^ia  document  the  third  head  or  column  is  dropped,  be- 
cause the  amount  in  it  ia  no  longer  wanted)  and  the  two 
heads  in  the  first  and  second  colomns  are  uniled  and 
made  into  one,  because  the  ubjeet  was  to  know  how 
much  of  the  apfiropristions  were  unexpended,  and 
would  be  wanting  in  the  next  two  yeara.  This  docu- 
flMnt  abowi  that  near  fourteen  and  a  half  nilUona  will 


be  wanting,  of  which  Ave  millions  remain  in  the  Treat- 
ury,  and  about  nine  and  a  half  go  to  the  Statca.  It  ia 
certainly  desirable  lo  the  States  to  know  at  onee  that 
these  nine  and  a  half  millions  will  be  wanted  in  two 
years,  and  part  of  it  the  first  year.  This  is  the  intima- 
tion in  the  President's  message.  Mr.  B.  read  the  pas- 
sage: 

"The  unexpended  balances  of  appropriation  on  th« 
1st  day  of  January  next  are  estimated  at  114*636,06% 
exceeding  by  $9,636,063  the  amount  which  will  be  left 
in  the  depoaite  banlu^  subject  to  the  draft  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  after  the  contemplated  trana- 
fers  to  the  teveral  States  are  made.  If.  therefore,  tb« 
future  receipts  should  not  be  aufBcient  tu  meet  theao 
outstanding  and  future  appropriations,  there  may  be 
soon  a  necessity  to  use  a  portion  of  (he  funds  deposited 
with  the  SUtes." 

Hr.  B.  said,  here  was  a  clear  declaration  that  theaa 
unexpended  balances  were  to  meet  thew  outstanding 
apprnpriationii  and  If  the  future  receipts  into  the  Trcaa- 
ury  did  not  meet  them,  the  States  might  soon  be  caltod 
upon  for  a  part  of  their  dcpnsites.  Now,  here  was  ft 
question,  first  for  the  Finance  Committee,  and  after- 
warda  for  Congress.  Would  they  keep  up  unnecessary 
taxea  to  meet  these  balances,  or  call  upon  the  States  to 
reKindf  He,  for  one,  should  he  against  keeping  up  the 
taxea  for  thrt  object,  and  should  M  for  ealVmg  on  the 
States,  and  therefore  would  show  them  at  once  the 
specific  ohjecta  for  which  the  money  was  wanted. 

Mr.  B.  read  another  passage  from  the  President's  mea- 
aage  to  show  that  these  moneys  mnat  b«  refunded  by  the 
States,  or  taxea,  otherwise  unnecessary,  must  be  kept 
up  to  supply  their  placet  *o  that,  In  no  event,  could 
they  be  called  and  treated  as  an.unavoidable  surplus  for 
vhwh  the  Government  baa  no  use: 

<■  No  time  was  lost,  after  the  making  of  the  requisite 
appropriations,  in  resuming  the  great  national  work  of 
completing  the  unfinished  fortifications  on  our  seaboard, 
and  of  placing  them  in  a  proper  stale  of  defence.  ^  In 
consequence,  however,  of  the  very  late  day  at  which 
those  billa  were  passed,  but  little  progrem  could  be 
made  during  the  season  which  lias  just  closed.  A  very 
large  amount  of  the  moneys  granted  at  your  last  session 
accordingly  remains  unexpcndedt  but  as  the  work  will 
be  again  resumed  at  the  earliest  moment  in  the  cominr 
spring,  the  balance  of  the  existing  appropriations,  ana 
in  several  cases  which  will  be  laid  before  you  with  the 
proper  estimates,  further  sums  for  the  like  objects  may 
be  uflcfully  expended  during  the  next  year." 

Hr.  B.  repeated,  the  Government  has  a  use  for  tbm 
money,  and  a  use  so  uiY*nt,  that  she  must  raise  it  by 
taxation,  If  any  of  the  States  viohle  the  deponte  act,  and 
hold  on  (o  the  moneys  as  their  portion  of  a  distributive 
fund. 

To  make  this  matter  too  plain  for  mistake,  too  obvl- 
Otis  for  commentary,  and  too  imperative  to  be  disputed, 
Mr.  B.  would  refer  to  (he  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  accompanying  the  annual  estimates,  and  show- 
ing these  unexpended  balances,  and  expressly  including 
them  in  hit  estimate  fur  the  service  of  1837  and  1838. 
This  is  the  letter  referred  to: 

Tkiisdbx  UarAit-raxRT, 

December  6,  1836. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  (ransmit,  for  the  information 
of  the  House  of  Representativca,  an  estimate  of  the  ap- 
propriiitions  proposed  to  be  made  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1837,  amounting  to    -         -      ♦30,354^448  57 


Viz: 

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and  mis- 
cellaneous, -    $3,935,670  63 
Military  service,  including  fortificatwji^ 
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Minor M*emli^  orduncc,  Inditn 
afliur%   rcToluitoiwry  mnd  military 
penaioiMi  and  internal  unproranenti,  #10,758,431  33 
Kaval  aerTior,  inchidnic  th*  nuint 

oorp^    -         -  -  .     6.670,340  63 

Ta  tiM  cMuMlci  are  added  itatenwntip 

1.  Tbe  appropriationa  for  the  cerriee 

of  tbe  Tear  1837,  nuule  bj  former 

acts,  includiniT  arming  and  equipping 

the  militia,  civilizabon  of  Inaieiw, 

reVDlutionaiT  claiOH^  revolutionary 

penMHii  under  the  act  of  7th  June, 

1833,  clainw  of  tbe  State  of  ^rpnia, 

gradual  improveaicot  of  the  naTy, 

and  public  debt,  .    13,347,000  00 

3.  The  exiating  appropriationa  which 

Till  not  he  required  for  the  service 

of  the  year  1836,  and  which  it  ii  pro- 

poaed  to  apply  in  aid  of  the  aerrice  <^ 

the  year  1837,  amounlinfr  to  •  5,013,389  34 
3>  Tbe  exiiting  appmprittiona  vbicb 

vill  be  required  to  complete  the 

aerrice  of  the  year  1836,  and  former 

years,  but  which  will  be  expended 

in  1837,  amounting  to     -  -    11,437,489  87 

liierc  ia  also  added  to  (be  esiimates  a  statement  of  the 
aeverml  appropriations  which  wilt  probably  be  carried 
to  tbe  aurplus  fund  at  tlie  close  ^  the  present  yeari 
ettber  beeauae  the  objecta  for  whtdi  they  were  made 
are  eoinpletcd,  or  beeaose  theae  sums  will  not  be  re* 
quired  for,  or  will  no  kmger  be  applicable  to  theoi, 
aaountinff  to  1195,183  64. 

Ibevctbe  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
diCDt  aerraDt, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Seaetary  of  Ihe  Treantry. 

Hon.  Jaxbs  K.  Polk, 

^teaktr  of  the  Ham  of  JBqirmntaHveB. 

With  theae  views  of  the  subject,  and  these  references 
to  the  Preudent'a  messagr,  and  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury'a  lettter,  Ur.  B.  held  it  to  be  well  proved  that 
the  document  which  he  proposed  to  have  printed  and 
aeat  to  the  States  was  not  a  false  or  deceptive  paper,  to 
nialead  and  confiise  the  public  nund,  hut  a  document 
true  and  perspicuous,  calculated  to  instruct  and  Inform 
the  public  mind,  aad  to  save  all  good  citizens  fVom  the 
danger  of  falling  into  the  error  of  conudering  the  moneys 
deposited  with  the  Slatea  as  an  unavoidable  surpliit,  for 
which  the  Government  has  no  u«e,  and  which  they  may 
conaeqoenily  treat  as  their  own.  This  document,  if 
printed,  will  save  all  good  citizens  from  that  error,  and 
show  them  that  the  Government  has  actually  appropri- 
ated a  larf*  part  of  tbe  money  deposited  with  them,  and 
■uat  fct  it  back,  w  raise  it  agvin  by  taxes. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  aud  he  had  certainly  made  no  com- 
plaint of  inaeeuney  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury.  He  presumed  that  his  calculations  were  per- 
fectly accurate)  but  what  he  complained  of  was,  that 
tbe  Senator  from  Missouri  proposed  to  send  out  a  docu- 
ment «hieh  waa  not  correct,  with  a  view  to  show  the 
ootatondiag  appropriationa  remaining  unsaltiiied.  He 
■untaioed  that  the  doeoracnt  waa  entirely  pernicious, 
for  it  set  forth  what  waa  not  really  the  truth  of  tbe  caset 
and  all  that  be  desired  was  that  the  public  should  not  be 
deceived  on  the  subject. 

Hr.  DATIS  had  but  one  word  to  say  in  regard  to  this 
■Mtlcr.  If  be  understood  this  proposition,  it  was  to 
give  information  to  Ihe  States,  to  regulate  their  conduct 
In  aoew  legislation  it  waa  aupposed  tlicy  were  about  to 
be  engaged  in.   It  wat  infurmaiioBa  therefore,  of  some 


importance,  if  it  was  to  regulate  the  conduet  of  the 
States  in  that  particular.  But,  then,  if  it  be  important, 
and  is  to  be  of  service,  it  ought  to  go  in  a  correct  form. 
Now,  how  did  tbe  Senator  from  Missouri  propose  to  send 
out  this  infomution^  It  was,  (hat  there  was  now  an  un- 
expended balance  of  appropriationa  of  fourteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  the  inference  was,  that  the  moMr 
muat  be  called  back  from  tbe  States  to  meet  these  bal- 
ances when  wanted. 

Now,  if  this  was  a  fact,  the  information  had  better  be 
sent  out{  but  if  ibe  tendency  of  it  was  to  mislead  every 
body,  it  ought  not  to  be  given.  The  Prewdent  said  (hat 
there  nras  a  bdanee  of  unexpended  appropriations  of 
fourteen  mtlliona  of  dollara,  and  when  the  five  milliona 
left  in  the  Tressury  by  the  provi«oni  of  the  depodte 
law  waa  dedufted  from  the  sum,  then  there  would  re* 
main  nine  minions)  and  the  President  proceeds  toaay, 
that  if  there  should  be  no  money  in  the  Treaaury  to  meet 
this  balance,  then  Congress  must  make  some  arrange- 
ment for  that  purpose.  Now,  he  caHed  upon  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missoun  to  show,  and  it  waa  incumbent  oo  him 
to  do  so,  that  there  woald  be  no  money  in  tbe  Treaauty 
to  meet  these  balances.  Now,  ^  tbe  Senator  h^m 
Missouri  propose  to  show  any  such  thin];?  No,  be  did 
not  pretend  to  say  that  the  receipts  into  the  Treaaurjr 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  demanda.  What  waa 
to  be  the  consequence  of  sending  abroad  this  document? 
Was  it  to  create  an  alarm,  and  prevent  the  Statea  from 
makii^  use  of  the  money  placed  in  their  hands^  Was 
(here  any  reason  to  suppose  that  there  would  be  a  defi- 
ciem^  01  the  revenue/  Haa  your  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury, asked  Mr.  D.,  said  that  there  will  be  any  deficiency 
of'^the  revenue?  No,  sir,  no  such  thingt  be  suggesta  the 
bare,  naked  bet,  that  there  will  be  fourteen  mitlions 
dollara  of  nnezprnded  appropriationa  of  the  last  year. 
Well,  what  did  the  Senator  fri)m  Miasouri  say  in  regard 
to  the  revenues  of  tlie  country'  Why,  he  chided  and 
rebuked  them  all  (and  be  took  it  very  kindly,  for  he  was 
subject  to  such  rebukes)  lor  staving  off  sppropriations 
M  (he  last  seaiion,  and,  in  the  end,  withholding  appropri* 
ations.  Well,  sir,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  I  plead  guilty  to  the 
charge;  1  waa  one  of  those  who  resisted  the  double  and 
triple  appropriatiiins  on  the  furtificalion  bill,  (and  I  see 
those  around  me  who  did  the  same,)  and  sleeping  or 
waking  I  have  never  had  occasion  to  regret  the  course 
I  then  took.  Why,  did  the  Senator  know  what  were 
the  actual  expenditures  nf  the  last  year?  If  he  did  nut, 
be  could  know  it  by  looking  at  the  President's  message 
and  accompanying  documents,  and  he  would  find  that  tlicy 
amounted  to  thirty-two  and  some  odd  millions  of  dollarsf 
and,  if  Ke understood matters,tliesefourteenmilljons were 
to  be  added  to  it — making  forty  odd  millions  appropri- 
ated last  session.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  compare  this  with 
the  appropriations  of  any  other  administration,  and  sco 
what  has  been  appropriated  by  the  very  reluctant  Oin- 
gresa,  who  have  been  cbided  for  staving  off  appropri- 
ations, and  for  withholding  appropriatioiia.  Find,  if  ynu 
can,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  aparallel  to  this  sort  of  extravagance. 
He  was  astoniahed  that  any  Senator  could  rise  in  hia 
place  and  indulge  In  such  rebukes  as  the  Senator  from 
Miasouri  hAl,  after  the  extravagant  appropriationa  ol  the 
last  session. 

The  Senator  aeemed  to  consider  th'S  a  question, 
whether  (his  money  should  lie  in  the  Treasury,  to  bo 
OiaptMed  of  by  the  ofRcera  nf  the  Government,  on  their 
respo'natbility,  or  go  to  the  people  of  the  Statei^  from 
whom  it  came.  This  was  Ibe  question  that  was  made 
there  last  winter,  and  he,  fur  one,  never  could  hesi(a(e 
how  to  vole  on  V..  After  some  further  remarks,  llr.  11. 
said  he  thought  some  misapprehensions  existed  as  to  the 
information  aent  out  from  the  (wo  Houses  of  Cungrcsi, 
Did  all  these  documents  that  were  daily  printed  go  to 
the  poor  and  uninformed  ?   They  who  stood  there  knew 
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better.  It  wu  all  a  miserable  furcej  Tor  Ion;  before 
they  were  sent  out  from  ihcre,  they  were  printed  and 
reprinted,  and  circulated  alt  over  tbe  country. 

As  it  had  been  custonary  to  accede  to  llie  proposition 
to  print  an  extra  numberof  copies  of  any  doeuioent  asked 
far  by  an  honorable  Senator,  be  wouldnotdeny  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  the  printing  of  the  exir«  number  of 
copies  of  this  document ;  but  he  requested  that  the  ques- 
tion as  to  printing,  and  aa  to  tlie  distribution  of  the 
copies  when  printed,  might  be  taken  separately. 

Ur.  BliNTON  replied  to  thn  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Datis,]  who  had  spoken  of  the  Urge  ap- 
propriationa  of  tbe  last  yeart  but  tlte  gentleman  liad  for- 
gotten to  mention  two  things,  which  would  have  »poilcd 
the  face  of  the  large  sum  which  he  presented:  firbi,  that 
fourteen  or  fifteen  milliona  of  thia  sum  were  extraonli- 
naries  growing  out  of  Indian  wars  and  Indian  treaties; 
and,  next,  that  fourteen  and  a  half  millions  more  were  ap- 
propriated at  so  late  a  day  that  they  could  not  be  ex- 
pended. Mr.  B.  knew  that  these  large  appropriationa 
were  to  figure  in  speeches  out  of  Congress,  as  well  as 
10  and,  therefore,  took  care  before  the  rise  of  tbe  Uat 
leasion  of  Congress  to  have  a  document  prepared  at  the 
Treasury  to  show  each  object  of  appropriation,  so  that 
the  cxtraordinaries  might  be  seen,  and  no  one  deceived 
by  the  exhibition  of  Die  large  amount  appn>ptiated. 
That  document  nullified  the  cry  of  cxlravagance,  so  in- 
continently set  up  just  before  the  preudenliul  ekctiim; 
and  this  document  that  he  Dow  aaked  for  would  nullify, 
ill  like  manner,  the  idea  of  the  unavoidable  surplus  for 
which  Government  had  no  use,  if  he  should  be  au  fortu- 
nate as  to  get  it  printed  ami  distributed  through  the 
States.  The  great  error  of  the  party  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman belonged  was  in  scting  upon  a  certain  notion 
which  possessed  all  their  head",  namely,  that  tbe  said 
party  possessed  all  the  learning,  all  the  talents,  all  the 
wit,  all  the  genius,  all  the  religion,  morality,  civility,  de* 
ceney,  and  polileneas,  now  extant  in  our  Americai  fur, 
m  acting  on  this  notion,  titey  necessarily  considered  the 
people  as  having  rione  of  those  valuable  qualities,  as  they 
themselves  possessed  alii  and,  therefore,  ihey  could  pass 
off  any  thing  they  pleased  upon  the  Bo;oti&n  multitude. 
I'his  error,  though  comfortable  in  itself,  and  so  welt  cal- 
culated to  keep  a  man  on  tbe  best  of  terms  with  himself, 
had  been  the  source  of  innumerable  miscarrisgea  to  the 
gentleman's  parly,  and  would  be  the  source  of  several 
more.  This  surplus  ccmception  would  be  one  of  them. 
All  the  work  of  the  last  session  to  create  the  surplus 
was  distinclly  seen  by  the  country;  every  body  knew  that 
every  branch  of  the  public  service  was  suffering  for  mo- 
ney, and  clt-rks  raising  money  at  usurious  interest  to  live 
nti,  and  ofKcers  raising  money  on  their  own  credit,  white 
the  two  Houses  of  Congres!!  resounded  with  the  cry  of 
surplus  millions,  and  so  many  labored  to  atave  off,  cut 
down,  and  defeat  appr«priiitiuns,  in  order  to  create  sur- 
pluses for  distribution.  Another  great  error  was  to 
biippose  (hat  immense  popularity  was  to  be  gained  now 
l)y  pushing  the  system  of  annual  distributions,  and  en- 
deavoring to  out-run,  out-leap,  and  out.Jump  one  anoth- 
er in  the  glorious  race  of  making  and  dividing  surpluses. 
Hut  the  people  saw  through  it  hH,  and  deapi^cd  it  al), 
and  went  for  a  redueticm  of  taxes,  and  no  nurplus.  Tlit  y 
knew  that  tbe  whole  business  was  unconstitutional,  cor- 
rupt, and  demorjIiziDg;  and  bad  no  idea  uf  seeing  it  kept 
up,  and  a  regular  attempt  made  to  pension  the  Slates  as 
pHupera  upon  the  Federal  Government.  I'hey  knew 
the  absurdity  and  insanity  uf  raiding  money  one  year  to 
be  paid  back  the  next;  ilicy  knew,  wiiliuut  having  read 
it,in  a  book,  that  the  famous  phrase  put  into  the  mouth 
uf  Queen  Elizabeth  by  Lord  Treasurer  Burleigli,  and 
which  he  himself  look  from  Demosthenep,  contains  all 
the  wisdom  which  can  be  taught  on  thia  head,  namely, 
that  the  "pockets  of  the  ptnpte  are  the  chrapol  and 


safest  treasuries  for  keeping  surplus  moneys  which  (he 
Government  can  have."  They  know  this,  and  the  squab- 
ble^ intrigues,  collusions,  and  bargains,  which  they  will 
soon  see,  lur  enabling  the  few  to  handle  these  durpiuses, 
and  the  doubtful  or  political  objects  to  a'bich  tbey  will 
be  applied,  will  soon  disgust  them  with  the  whole  aeheme  { 
and  if  this  document  can  be  printed,  tbey  will  see  in  ir, 
the  people  of  each  State  wilt  see  in  it,  objects  at  meri' 
torious,  and  as  near  and  as  dear  to  them,  as  any  (hat  can 
be  devised  for  the  application  of  the  moneys  in  their  own 
Legislatures. 

Mr.  KINO,  uf  Alabama,  said,  of  all  the  extraordinary 
discussions  he  had  ever  heard  in  iliat  body,  that  of  thia 
morning  was  the  moat  extraordinary.  He  would  ask 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  what  ^ject,  what  aim,  and 
what  end,  lie  proposed  to  accomplish  by  the  motion  he 
had  made,  and  the  speech  he  bad  delivered?  If,  aaid 
Mr.  K.,  it  is  designed  to  operate  on  the  drposite  bill 
of  the  last  session,  it  is  a  matter  that  has  gone  by,  and  is 
now  before  the  country  for  good  or  for  evil.  For  him- 
self, he  felt  no  reluctance  in  submitting  to  the  judgment 
tbe  eoUDiry  will  pass  on  the  measure.  If  it  be  to  vic- 
timize those  who,  at  the  last  seauon,  took  a  view  of  that 
subject  different  from  that  taken  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator, then  his  motion  was  property  accompanied  by  the 
remarks  we  have  just  heard;  for,  said  Mr.  K.,  the  Sena- 
lur  from  Missouri  and  myself  differed  as  widely  at  tbe 
last  aession  as  we  appear  to  do  now.  He  eotertatiied 
the  opinion  then,  that  there  would  be  a  large,  very 
large,  amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury,  which  could 
not  be  appropriated,  without  resorting  to  such  extrava- 
gant expenditures  as  no  adminii>tration  could  even  ap- 
proach  and  relaiii  the  confidence  of  the  country.  Be 
believed,  in  common  with  many  others  that  be  saw  around 
him,  and  with  whom  he  felt  proud  to  act,  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  devise  some  plan  by  which  the  Trea&ury 
could  be  relieved  from  the  excess  of  rt venue,  and  those 
who  administered  the  Guvemment  freed  from  the  sus- 
picion that  it  would  be  used  lo  effect  improper  purposes. 
Well,  sir,  (said  Mr,  K-.)  we  believed  that  tlie  best  mode  lo 
effect  those  objects  would  be  to  deposite  it  with  the 
people  of  the  Slates  from  whom  it  had  been  unnecessa- 
rily drawn.  We  believed  that,  by  thi«  course,  the  friends 
of  tlie  administration  were  not  only  subserving  the  gr^t 
interests  of  the  country,  but  freeing  it  from  the  possibil- 
ity of  censure.  Who  will  venture  to  assert  (said  Ur.  K.) 
that  (he  pUeing  tliis  money  in  the  treasuries  of  tbe  seve- 
ral States,  to  be  used  as,  in  the  diKretion  of  the  Sute 
Governments,  was  beat  calctated  to  advance  their  inter- 
ests, and  subject  to  be  returned  whenever  wanted  fur  na- 
tional purposes,  was  not  a  better  and  safer  deposite  for 
it,  than  to  lt>ave  it  with  the  depositc  banks?  Sir,  said 
Mr.  K.,  (he  bill  passed,  and  passed  with  the  strenuous 
opposition  uf  the  Senator  from  Misiouri,  who,  no  doubt, 
acted  from  the  purest  motives,  and  honetitly  believed 
that  the  money  would  be  wanted  to  meet  tbe  expendi- 
tures of  the  General  Government.  Whether  the  Sena- 
tor was  right  or  wrung,  !  leave  to  the  country  to  deter- 
mine; but,  (said  Mr.  K.,)  while  I  am  ready  to  give  him 
credit  for  the  purest  motives  in  opposing  the  deposite 
bill,  1  will  not  consent  to  be  held  up  to  the  American 
people  as  sn  unwise,  bo  impolitic,  and  so  unjust,  as  to 
tenil  myself  tu  a  system  of  distribution.  Not,  air,  can  it 
be  charged  upon  me,  nr  the  pohtical  friends  with  whom 
I  acted  on  that  occasion,  wtth  the  slightest  semblance 
of  correctness,  that  we  endeavored  to  create  a  su'plua 
for  distribution,  by  delaying  or  withholding  the  ne- 
cessary appropriations.  Fur  from  itj  farfromit.  Sir,  our 
appropriations  nearly  doubled  the  estimates  from  ttic 
various  Departments  at  the  commencement  uf  the  ses- 
sion. We  knew  that  there  was  an  overflowing  Treasu- 
ry,  and  we  gave  libersllyt  in  most  instances,  more  than 
could  he  expciidcdi  but  the  Senator  complains  loudly 
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that  this  MTM  produced  by  ileliyiiv  the  appropriations. 
Be  would  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  Mich  delay,  if  it 
did  take  ptacr.  reauhed  from  the  course  pursued  by  the 
opponeDls  of  the  administration,  or  from  the  farioua 
schemes  (wme  of  Ihem  cerU'mly  of  a  most  extravagant 
character)  which  were  pressed  upon  the  attention  of 
Conffrew.'    When  was  it  ever  known  that  all  the  appro- 

Kriation  bills  were  passed  through  both  Houses  at  an  ear- 
j  period  of  the  sewon?  Dut  we  are  told  that,  nul  hav- 
ing pused  bills  in  time  to  meet  tlie  expendHures  of  West 
P«nt»  Harper's  Ferry,  and  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the 
clerks  in  the  public  offices,  was  evidence  of  a  determi- 
nation to  create  a  surplus.  Delays  of  this  kind  have  fre- 
quently occurred  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  have,  no  doubt,  always  produced  serious  mcunve- 
nience  tothose  whose  pittance  was  thus  wilhheldjbutdid 
any  one  ever  befure  hear  it  gravely  charged  upon  Con* 
gress  that  the  object  of  this  deUy  was  tu  create  a  siir< 
ptui^  He  (Mr.  K.)  would  repeat  tliat  he  had  given  his 
support  to  the  most  liberal  appropriations^  but,  at  the 
came  time,  had  withheld  his  assent  to  propositions  for 
squandering  the  revenue,  based  upon  repeated  calls  to 
ascertain  the  maximum  of  expenditure.  What  was  ne- 
cessary to  meet  the  proper  and  economical  expenditures 
of  tl»e  Government,  he  would  never  withhuldj  more  he 
would  not  give,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  charged  with  a 
design  to  create  a  surplus.  Sir,  said  Hr.  K-,  the  repub- 
lican doctrine,  as  be  understood  it,  was  to  draw  no  more 
money  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  ttian  was  requi- 
red to  meet  the  judicious  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
Hienttand  if  the  revenue  proved  too  great,  reduce  the 
taxes.  Upon  what  principle,  by  what  constitutional 
right,  do  you  tax  the  people,  and  draw  money  into  the 
Treasury  not  required  to  urry  on  the  operations  of  the 
Govemment^  lie  held  there  was  no  such  legitimate 
power,  and  the  exercise  of  it  was  s  gross  usurpatiun. 
But  we  may  be  told  that  the  compromise  bill,  as  it  baa 
been  termed,  stands  in  the  way  of  reduction.  He  (Ur. 
K-)  had  voted  for  that  bill,  but  imposed  upon  himself  no 
obligation  to  hold  sacred  its  pruvi»ions.  He  had  so  de- 
clared in  his  place.  He  had  voted  for  it  under  a  spe- 
cies of  dureaae,  arising  from  the  peculiar  situation  in 
which  a  portion  of  our  country  was  then  placed.  He 
had  believed  that  it  did  not  do  justice  to  the  extent  we 
bad  a  ri|^it  to  demand,  but  U  was  all  which  could  then 
be  obtained,  and  be  had  accepted  it;  nor  wuuld  he  now 
lightly  disturb  it.  He  believed  that,  by  a  reasonable  re- 
duction on  such  articles  as  would  not  anVct  the  manufac- 
turing industry  of  the  country,  and  by  confining  the 
sales  of  your  public  lands  to  those  who  purchase  for  ac- 
tual settlement,  yott  will  go  far  to  reduce  the  receipts  of 
the  Treasury  to  an  amount,  little,  if  any,  exceeding  the 
wants  oTthe  Uuvemment.  Let  us  try  these  reductions, 
and  if  even  then  a  surplus  ahould  be  found,  we  may  cast 
about  for  some  useful  and  constitutional  mode  for  its  dispo- 
sition. But  under  no  eircumstances  could  he  ever  con- 
sent to  Ihtf  prospective  legislation  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina)  a  resort  tu  such  a  system  of 
distribution  or  deposite,  call  it  which  you  will,  would, 
in  his  judgment,  be  one  of  the  greatest  misfiirtunes 
which  could  befilt  the  Stsiea;  and  all  who  regarded  their 
rights  should  srray  themselves  aigainst  such  a  project. 

We  are  told  by  the  Senator  from  Massacliusetis  [Mr. 
DiTis]  tttat  the  approprljiiuns  of  the  last  session  had 
been  extravagant  beyond  measure.  I'hey  were  liberal, 
sir,  not  extravagant.  There  was  an  overflowing  Treas- 
ury, and  the  state  of  the  country  rendered  them  proper. 
The  Indian  appropriations  had  bren  great;  but  for  them 
he  gxve  his  most  cordial  support,  from  policy,  from  jus- 
tice, from  humanity.  Tlie  policy  of  Ibeir  removal  was 
the  only  sure  policy;  the  only  earthly  mode  by  which 
that  unfortunate  race  can  be  preserved  as  a  people. 
Sir,  my  consliiuents  felt  this,  and  were  prepared  to  jus- 
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lify  expenditures  which  otherwise  might  appear  extrav- 
agant, to  efTVct  objects  so  desirable. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  was  extremely  sorry  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  enter  into  a  discussion  as  to  the  effect  of  the  de- 
poslle  law  of  the  last  session.  That  effect  was  yet  to  be 
seen,  and  the  States  themselves  had  the  responubility  of 
making  a  proper  disposition  of  tlie  money  intrusted  with 
them.  Whether  we,  (said  Mr.  K.,)  in  our  ignorance, 
have  deposited  more  money  with  them  than  we  can 
apare,  so  that  a  portion  of  it  will  have  to  be  called  back 
for  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Gorernnent,  wai  an- 
other question.  But  such  he  did  not  understand  would 
be  the  case.  The  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri did  not  put  it  on  that  fooling.  There  was  no  Sen- 
ator, lie  believed,  who  was  not  satisfied  that  the  live  mil- 
lions left  in  the  Treasury  by  the  provisions  of  the  depos- 
ite  act,  with  the  receipts  of  the  year,  would  be  amply 
suffieient  to  meet  all  the  appropriations  as  they  were 
wanted.  If,  however,  it  ahould,  by  a  bare  possibility, 
turn  out  otherwise,  there  was  not  a  State  in  the  Union 
that  would  hesitate  for  a  moment  in  answering  any  call 
on  it  that  mig^t  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. 

He  was  not  disposed  (Mr.  K.  said)  to  complain  of  the 
course  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri.  If  the  ob- 
ject of  the  gentleman  was  to  oppose  a  prospective  dis- 
tribution, it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  have  bren  as 
well  to  have  waited  until  the  bill  for  such  an  object  came 
befure  them.  With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  that 
bill  had  been  treated  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  ho 
believed  that,  as  a  reduction  of  the  revenue  was  contem- 
plated by  them,  they  preferred  to  let  it  lie  until  it  was 
found  what  could  be  done  on  that  subject,  without  ma- 
king a  formal  report.  1  go  (said  Mr.  K.)  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  revenue  down  to  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  then  we  shall  hear  no  more  about  deposits 
acta.  I  bold  that  you  have  no  right  to  create  a  surplui 
and  then  distribute  it;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  you 
ought  to  reduce  the  taxes.  1  hold  it  mjr  duly  to  oppose, 
as  fur  as  my  little  influence  extends,  any  prospective 

Klan  for  a  distribution  of  the  surplus,  and  wilt  be  unwil- 
ng  to  act  on  any  such  bill  until  it  shall  be  found  that  it 
is  impossible  to  reduce  the  revenue  by  either  of  the  two 
modes  proposed. 

Kr.  K.  said  he  felt  himself  bound  to  make  this  expla- 
nation, in  consequence  of  the  course  the  debate  had 
taken,  as  he  had  voted  for  the  deposite  law  of  the  last 
session,  believing  that  in  doing  so  he  was  making  the 
safest  and  least  objectionable  disposition  of  the  vast  sum 
accumulating  in  the  Treasury.  He  should  vote  against 
the  mode  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Hisiouri,  of 
distributing  the  extra  copies  of  the  document  before 
tbem,  because  such  distribution  would  be  unusual,  was 
calculated  to  give  erroneous  information,  could  do  no 
good,  and,  by  attaching  an  unnecesaary  Importance  to 
it,  mislead  those  to  whom  it  should  be  sent. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  if  the  document  was 
to  be  printed,  it  had  better  be  done  in  the  form  in  which 
it  already  was,  fur  that  was  by  far  the  most  accurate- 
Sut  he  did  not  see  the  slightest  necessity  fur  printing  it, 
and  hoped  it  would  not  be  printed. 

Mr.  NILBS  ssid  that  he  would  make  a  single  remark. 
He  had,  in  the  course  nf  the  debate,  heard  but  one  rea- 
son assigned  for  sending  this  document  to  the  States, 
which  appeared  to  him  to  be  entitled  to  any  considera- 
tion: this  was  that  the  information  rt  contained  might'  j 
be  useful  to  the  LegisUtures  of  the  Slates,  in  giving  a  - 
wise  and  prudent  direction  to  their  legislxtion  in  regard 
to  tlie  money  they  were  about  to  receive  under  the  pro- 
visions of  llie  depMte  act.  This,  he  considered,  was  a 
hgitimstr,  fair,  and,  be  would  add,  important  object. 
There  was  too  much  reason  tu  fear,  he  thought,  that  the 
States,  or  many  of  them,  might  piakc  an  unwiK  disposi- 
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tioB  nf  this  fond,  %nA  perhaps  such  &  disposition  u 
woahl  nM  be  slto^ther  coniistent  witli  the  principles 
and  spirit  of  the  deposite  Uw.  Did  he  believe  that  this 
document  contained  inrornution  calculated  to  enlighten 
their  course,  and  that  tt  embraced  all  the  information 
necessary  and  proper  for  that  purpoae,  he  might  be  wil- 
WnfS  to  vote  for  so  unusual  and  e xtnordinary  a  measure 
u  that  proposed  by  tbe  Senator  from  Hisaouri,  [Hr. 
Bbstoh  ]  He  dimbted,  boirevert  vhether  this  doea- 
roent  vould  answer  any  useful  purpose.  It  did  not  con- 
tain all  the  infiirmation  necessary,  and  he  learned  it 
would  be  more  liktly  to  mislead  than  to  enlighten  the 
action  of  the  States.  If  any  document  could  set  public 
opinion  right  on  this  subjecli  be  thought  the  messsge  of 
the  President  was  bast  adapted  to  do  it.  But  he  de- 
spaired of  attaining  this  object:  public  opinion  bad  ta- 
ken ita  course,  and  settled  down  under  pecufwr  eircum- 
itanees,  and  cannot  be  changed  by  any  document  we 
oan  send  to  the  States,  or  among  the  people.  So  &r 
as  it  is  wrong,  it  must  woric  its  own  cure. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  perhaps  no  law  ever  enacted  by 
Congress  has  bad  so  strange  a  destiny  as  the  deposite 
act  of  laat  session.  Its  (rue  character  had  been  misrep- 
resented, grossly  misrepresented,  both  by  friends  and 
foes,  by  all  parties  throughout  Uie  whole  Union.  Du- 
ring its'  long  and  arduous  struggle  in  this  hall,  it  was 
treated,  by  all  who  supported  it  at  least,  simply  as  a  de- 
posite bill.  But  the  moment  the  quution  was  finally 
decided,  and  before  the  bill  had  got  really  out  of  the 
Senate,  what  did  we  hear?  Why,  one  voice  was  raised — 
a  voice  of  triumph — calculated  to  give  to  the  law  a  false 
character.  And  what  did  we  witness  afterwards?  The 
ftiends  of  the  measure,  he  meant  tbe  original  friends, 
those  who  cljumed  its  paternity,  all  united,  in  every  way 
and  fbrga,  through  their  organs,  the  press,  and  in  every 
other  way,  in  giving  a  false  character  to  the  act.  It  was 
declared  to  be  a  distribution  bill,  a  law  for  dividing  the 
surplus  revenue  among  the  States.  But  this  was  nnt  al^ 
nor  tbe  worst.  Tlie  opponents  of  the  measure  united 
and  made  common  cause  with  its  friends,  ita  original 
friends,  in  misleading  the  public  and  giving  a  false  char- 
acter to  this  law.  Among  them,  bis  distinguished  friend 
from  Missouri  [Hr.  Bbittob]  had  lent  the  influence  of 
his  great  name  and  fame,  the  extent  of  which  no  one 
knew  better  than  himself,  to  give  a  character  to  this  act. 
He  had  no  doubt  the  gentleman  lupposed  he' gave  it  its 
true  charactert  yet  some  of  ui,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  who  had 
felt  it  a  duty  to  support  it,  altlioagh  as  much  opposed  to 
the  principle  of  distribution  as  that  Senator  himself, 
thought  he  guve  it  a  frise  character.  He  declared  it  to 
be  a  distribution  acf,  and  the  triumph  of  the  scheme  of 
-dividing  surpluses  among  the  States. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  had  been  found  of  no  use 
to  attempt  to  present  to  the  public  the  true  character  of 
this  measure.  If  we  held  up  the  act,  and  pointed  the 
public  mind  to  its  plain  letter  and  distinct  provisinrs, 
which  declare  that  (he  money  is  to  be  depobled  with  the 
StatCi  in  trust  for  safe  keeping,  and  to  be  returned 
when  demanded,  we  were  told:  "  It  is  uf  no  use,  every 
body  knows  thut  this  is  a  distribution  nf  the  ttirphis,  and 
that  (he  money  will  never  be  called  for."  Such  were 
the  circumstaitcrs  under  which  public  opinion  h»d  been 
formed,  and  it  was  in  vain  to  (liink  to  change  it  by  send- 
ing documents  to  the  State  Lrftinlatures  al  this  time. 
Nothing  short  of  a  voice  from  Heaven  cntild  satitify  a 
large  portion  of  tbe  people  that  this  ntoney  does  nut  be- 
long to  the  S'ates^  and  it  will  be  received  and  disposed 
of  under  these  false  and  erroneous  views. 

In  regard  (o  the  benefits  or  the  evils  of  handing  this 
.surplus  over  to  the  States,  they  yet  remained  to  be 
known.  Of  the  dangers  and  difficulties  which  it  will  be 
likely  to  occasion,  he  wa^  an  senuble  as  any  une.  We 
have  removed  ibe  burden  from  our  uwn  shotildrrs,  and 


thrown  it  on  the  Statesi  we  have  sent  the  golden  apple 
of  discord  among  them,  and  it  remains  to  be  known 
whether  it  will  be  used  for  good  or  for  evil — whether  it 
will  be  a  blessing  or  a  curse. 

llie  Legislature  of  his  own  State  was  now  in  session, 
and  he  was  informed  were  distracted  with  the  dispomtion 
of  iheir  shareof  the  surplus.  There  were  many  schemes 
for  diapoung  of  it,  and  which  would  prevail  he  could  not 
say;  bat  presumed  that  the  erroneous  impressions  to 
which  he  had  alluded  would  have  their  effect,  and  that 
the  distribution  principle  would  triumph,  and  that  tbe 
fund  would  be  divided  and  subdivided,  he  could  not  ssy 
to  what  extent.  Il  was  proposed  t»  divide  it  tip  among 
the  townst  and  whether  the  distribution  principle  would 
stop  there,  or  be  followed  out,  might  be  doubtfiili  Ibr  so 
strong  had  this  principle  taken  bold  of  public  sentiment 
every  where,  that  he  ahould  hardly  be  surprised  to  hear 
that  a  more  thorough  distribution  had  been  made,  and 
that  the  whole  fund  had  been  divided  up  pereapUOf 
among  every  man,  woman,  snd  child,  in  the  Sute,  for 
safe  keeping.  He  hoped  the  fund  would  prove  bemfi- 
cial  to  the  State,  although  for  a  time  it  may  distract  its 
councils.  There  were  those,  however,  who  regarded 
(he  evil  as  greater  than  the  benefli.  A  letter  be  bad 
this  day  received  from  ■  friend  on  tbe  spot,  aayp,  **  For 
God's  sake  send  no  more  money  among  us." 
-  I'he  conduct  of  many  in  regard  to  the  deposite  act 
hsd  been  very  strange;  they  condemn  the  principle  of 
distribution,  they  condemn  the  deposite  bill,  they  con< 
demn  those  who  voted  for  il,  yet  they  are  willing  to  re- 
ceive the  money;  nay,  they  seize  upon  il  with  the  keen- 
est avidity,  and  seem  determined  to  follow  out  tbe  prin- 
ciple of  distribution,  which  (bey  ooiidtmn,  and  deter- 
mine to  distribute,  divide,  and  re-divide  the  fund,  until 
(hfy  can  get  a  share  of  itin(o  thcroivn  pockets.  These 
are  some  of  the  first  fruits  of  dividing  up  surpluses 
among  the  people. 

But  great  as  be  considered  the  danger  from  sending 
this  money  among  the  States,  he  rrgardtd  the  evils  of  lis 
remaining  in  }our  Treasury,  and  deposite  banks,  as  still 
greater.  Our  act  did  not  create  the  evils  from  this  sur- 
plus, although  it  may  have  transferred  them  from  tbii 
Govemmeitt  to  the  States.  But  the  danger  and  tlw  evil 
existed:  it  was  here,  it  was  upon  Congress,  tempting  us 
to  extravagant  expenditures;  it  was  upon  the  deposite 
banks,  inflating  and  blowing  up  our  whole  piper  sys- 
tem. Whatever  else  might  follow,  one  thing  was  cer- 
tain :  we  had  removed  the  evil  from  t;ongreasi  we  bad 
thrown  off  a  burden  which  had  rested  heavily  upon  us, 
and  which  he  considered  was  more  than  we  could  bear; 
he  felt  relieved,  and  rejoiced  to  gtt  clear  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  surrounded  Congress  the  last  session. 

The  only  legitimate  object  of  senfling  this  document 
to  the  Sta(ea  conid  not  be  accomplished;  they  had  al- 
ready tikcn  their  course,  and  must  be  permitted  to  go 
on.  If  the  Senator  from  Missouri  wished— which  he 
presumed  lie  did  no(— to  send  this  paper  to  the  Slalci, 
lo  persuade  them  or  (he  people  that  Congrm  had  done 
wrong  at  the  last  session,  that  the  money  the)  were  abt>ul 
to  receive  was  wanted  for  the  legitimate  purposes  of  (his 
Government,  he  could  not  aid  him  in  that  course;  l,e 
could  see  no  good  (hat  was  to  result  from  it,  and  it  d'd 
not  appear  to  be  exactly  jimt  towards  those  who  had 
voted  fur  the  deposite  act,  although  disapproving  uf  the 
principle  of  distribution. 

It  would  be  presumption  in  him  lo  attempt  to  advise 
so  distinguished  and  experienced  a  Senator  at  the  gru- 
(leman  from  Missouri.  Out  he  might  be  permilt«d  to 
May  what  would  be  his  own  course,  and  what  appeared 
to  him  to  he  the  course  dictated  by  wisdom  and  pulicy. 
He  would  not  revive  the  contentions  of  the  laiit  session; 
he  would  not  unnecessarily  fight  our  baliles  uvtr  again. 
Suflictent  Ibr  the  year  are  the  evils  thrrcof.   Imtead  of 
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atlemptin}^  to  use  thU  unexpended  bkUnce  fourteen 
mnd  »  hair  millions  »»  arv  ar^ment  against  llie  act  of  last 
scaaion,  he  would  make  use  of  it  to  oppnae  the  extension 
or  the  distribution  principle,  to  resikt  the  distribution 
achetne  of  the  present  session.  The  war  is  not  overt  kI' 
the  projects  of  last  session  are  revived:  we  have  the 
Land  bill,  and  the  bill  for  distributing  surpluses  to  the 
Sbites,  dready  before  us.  Let  us  now  mike  a  stand, 
rortifj  our  camp,  and  not  uselessly  waste  our  ammuni- 
t'lon.  We  shall  want  the  unexpended  balance  of  last 
year's  appropriatian«,  and  all  other  facts  and  argumenis 
which  we  can  br  ng  to  our  aid,  successriilly  to  resist 
powerful  efforts  which  are  to  be  made  to  follow  up  the 
d(SlrU>ution  of  surpluses  annually^  until  the  system  ahall 
be  fixed  upon  us  as  the  settled  policy  of  the  Gnvern- 
ment.  This  appeared  to  bim  the  wiaer  and  better 
coursei  he  could  not,  therefore,  vole  fur  the  gentleman's 
■Dolion. 

Mr.  HUBBAKD  said  that,  when  he  was  up  before,  he 
hail  ezpreased  a  wish  that  ihe  Senator  frorn  MbiouH 
would  ao  amend  his  motion  as  to  confine  the  printing  of 
the  document  for  the  use  of  the  Senatet  and,  after  the 
discuaiion  which  had  taken  place,  be  felt  confirmed  in 
the  propriety  of  that  suggestion.  The  Senator  had 
staled,  at  a  reason  for  withmg  to  tend  this  doenfflent  to 
the  State  Legislature^  that  the  question  as  to  the  man- 
ner of  disponng  of  the  deposite  Tund  was  now  pending 
before  them,  and  that  Ihe  document  waa  intended  to  in- 
form them  that  Congress  had  been  apportioning  money 
to  the  States  for  deposite;  the  sum  of  fourteen  millions  of 
dollars,  which  was  an  unexpended  balance  of  appropria- 
tifHis  which  had  actually  b«en  made,  intending  Uiereby 
to  nuke  the  impression  that  this  balance  of  appropria- 
tioni  must  be  had;  and,  in  order  to  supply  the  Treasury 
with  the  necessary  moneys,  a  part  oF  the  money  which 
would  be  deposited  with  the  States  after  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, in  pursuance  of  the  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session, 
would  necessarily  have  tu  be  returned  to  the  Treasury, 
and  intending  also  to  produce  an  influence  upnn  the  ac- 
tion of  (he  Legislature  upon  this  aubject,  and  moreover 
to  bold  up  those  who  were  the  avowed  friendaof  ihia  bill 
to  the  odium  of  their  constituent^  for  lending  amoiq; 
them  money  required  for  the«use  of  the  Government. 
He  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  differed  from  the  Sen- 
ator from  Miasouri,  as  to  the  propriety  and  policy  of*  pass- 
ing" that  deposite  bill.  He  f^ve  it  his  support.  He  had 
seen  no  cause  to  regret  that  vote.  He  then  believed  it 
right  and  proper,  and  demanded  from  a' just  regard  to 
the  public  interest.  He  still  believed  the  same)  snd, 
under  tlie  same  circumstances,  he  should  not  hesitate  ttt 
give  a  similar  vote  upon  the  same  subject.  He  had 
voted  for  tlie  bill,  and  be  bad  also  voted  for  the  appropria- 
tion billa  which  are  enumerated  in  the  document  pro- 
poeed  to  be  printed.  He  well  understood  the  effect  of 
his  Totei  and  he,  for  one,  was  tben  entirely  satisfied  that 
the  whole  amount  of  those  appropriations  could  not  be 
expended  before  the  Ist  day  of  January  nest  i  and  yet 
that  fact,  of  itself,  had  no  infiuence  upon  bia  mind,  to  de- 
trr  biim  from  giving  his  suppurl  to  the  depoute  bill.  The 
whole  history  of  our  legislation,  since  the  foundation  of 
the  Oorernment,  will  show  an  unexpended  balance  of 
fornwr  appropriations  remaining  in  toe  Treasury  at  the 
commencement  of  each  succeeding  year.  The  unex- 
pended balance  on  the  coming  1st  day  of  Januar>-  will 
undoubtedly  be  largtr  th;in  usual)  but,  after  deducting 
tbefi>e  millions  leu  in  Ihe  Treasury,  according  to  the 
«  proviaions  of  the  deposHe  bill,  the  sum  will  be  reduced 
to  about  the  usual  unexpended  amount  of  approprialiuna. 
But  the  document,  unaccomp4nied  with  any  other  fiscal 
atateOKUt,  as  he  had  before  remarked,  would  certainly 
give  wrong  impressions,  and  lend  to  darken,  rather  than 
enlighten,  the  public  mind  as  to  the  true  condition  of  the 
Treasury.   A'  reference  to  the  Secretary's  report  upon 


the  finances  would  show  what  would  be  the  probable 
condition  of  the  public  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  year 
183r.  There  could  be  no  mistake  about  this  matter; 
making  the  ordinary  appropristioni,  and  calculating  only 
upon  a  receipt  of  five  millions  from  the  sale  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  instead  of  their  being  deficit  in  the  sum  of 
fourteen  millions,  there  would  not  be  a  deficit  of  over 
two  or  three  millions,  upon  the  showing  of  the  Secretary 
himself.  The  document,  he  again  repeated,  was  calcu- 
lated to  mislead;  and  unless  it  could  be  accompanied 
with  an  official  statement  of  what  would  be  the  means  of 
the  Treasury  nn  the  1st  dajF  of  October,  1837,  when  the 
deposite  bill  will  hare  been  executed,  to  meet  all  clainu 
upon  the  Treasury,  he  should  be  opposed  In  sending  it 
to  the  State  Legislatures.  He  was  entirely  willing  to  give 
alldeiirable  infurmatioo;  he  would  withhold  nothing  from 
them  which  could  be  useful;  but  the  document,  printed 
as  it  is  proposed  to  print  it,  independent  of  the  other  offi- 
cial reports  upon  the  state  of  the  finance*,  would,  it 
seemed  to  him,  afford  no  useful  information.  He  would 
venture  to  predict  thst,  during  the  next  fiscal  year,  there 
would  not  be  any  period  when  the  Treasury  M-ould  feel 
embarrassed  (tota  having  depouted  with  the  Stales  the 
sum  actually  found  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  d^y  of 
January.  So  far  from  it,  in  his  belief,  there  would  be 
found,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  means  sufficient  to  meet 
all  claims  upon  the  Treasury.  He  would,  however,  ex- 
press the  hope  that  the  Committee  on  Fmance  would 
be  able  to  bring  forward  tome  measure,  which,  in  effect, 
would  leave  hereafter  in  the  pockets  of  the  people, 
**  the  best  depositories  of  the  publicmoney,"  what  wilt 
not  absolutely  be  required  for  Ihe  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Sucb  a  measure  he  should  support.  He  would 
again,  in  conclusion,  repeat  his  former  request,  that  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  would  so  amend  his  motion  as  to 
have  the  document  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate, 
lie  had  no  objections  to  printing  an  extra  number,  but 
he  had  objections  to  sending  tins  document,  under  the 
authority  uf  the  Senate,  to  the  Slate  Legislatures  as  a 
document  destj^ned  to  aid  them  in  their  sclioo,  which, 
be  believed,  was  calculated  to  produce  a  contrary  efiiect. 

Ur.  STKANGB  rose  and  said  that  he  was  but  young 
in  the  Senate,  and  therefore  it  would  be  rash  In  him  to 
lay  dowh  any  rule  for  its  action.  But  he  might  venture 
to  say  that  on  this,  as  on  every  future  occasion,  he  would 
vote  in  favor  of  priming  any  paper  which  was  calculated 
to  give  infurmation  to  the  people.  He  understood  there 
were  very  few  gentlemen  in  this  body  who  objected  tu 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  tu  have  the 
document  in  question  printed;  but  the  objection  was  to 
its  beii^  sent  to  the  Governors  and  Legidatures  of  the 
several  Slates;  and  be  (Mr.  S.)  concurred  in  that  objec- 
tion. He  confessed  that  he  was  somewhat  surprised  to 
see  the  Senaio  thrown  into  a  tumult  from  a  mere  propo- 
sition to  print  a  document;  but  when  he  recolleeied  bow 
Senators  were  situated  with  regard  to  a  measure  adopted 
at  the  last  setsion,  his  wonder  ceased.  He  could  not  vote 
to  send  a  document  out,  upon  the  grounds  urged  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri.  He  was  apposed  to 
sendiiHS  copies  to  the  Legislatures  and  Governors  of  the 
States.  And  he  waa  opposed  to  the  pnipoaition  on  an- 
other ground:  the  cfTect  which  it  might  seem  it  waa 
intended  to  produce  on  the  Governors  and  Legislatures. 
On  the  document  reaching  them,  the  natural  inquiry 
would  be,  what  was  the  objt^cl  to  be  accomplislted  by 
sending  us  this  document'  It  certainly  wu  deu{;ned  to 
have  some  effect.  Is  it  to  operate  on  the  Legislature? 
What  right  has  Congress,  or  any  portion  of  Congress,  to 
dictate  to  ua  or  to  either  branch  of  our  Legislature.' 
Upon  this  matter  (concluded  Mr.  3.)  we  are  supreme, 
and  have  no  superior.  We  judge  for  ounielves,  and 
think  no  man  or  body  of  men  have  a  right  to  interfere. 
I  therefore  unite  with  the  SeDalor^rom  New  Hamp^ire 
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[Mr.  UiraBABD]  in  praying  the  Senator  rrom  MisHuuri  to 
c*ll  to  hii  recollection  the  fable  of  the  boy  ami  the  fil- 
berls,  ftnd  strike  out  that  ptrt  of  hit  propoiiliiHi  relative 
to  sending  copies  orihe  doeument  to  the  Governors  and 
LrgisUturea  of  the  several  Slates. 

Mr.  HENI'ON  accepted  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
frum  North  Carolina,  and  modilied  his  motion  according- 
ly, BO  that  one  thousand  extra  copies  were  ordered  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAIN. 
The  Senate  then  procerded  to  the  election  of  a  chap-  ^ 
lain;  when,  the  ballots  being  count«d,  it  Bp|>pared  that 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Gocdman,  having  received  22  votes,  was 
duly  elected. 

Several  bills  received  from  the  Ilouae  received  their 
first  and  second  reading,  and  were  appropriately  refer- 
red} when 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

TuvRaDAT,  Uecembsb  29. 
ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  GKUNDY,  fronn  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarj', 
reported  a  bill  fur  the  a<lmis«on  of  the  Slate  of  Michigan 
into  the  Unioni  which  Tap,  by  consent,  read  twice. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  moved  that  the  bill  now  receive  iu 
third  reading:  it  was  but  short;  the  facts  of  ihe  case 
were  well  knownt  and  if  any  Senator  wished  further 
information,  he  stood  ready  to  give  it,  so  far  as  it  was  in 
possession  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  EWING  objected  to  the  bill's  receiving  its  third 
reading  at  this  time.  It  was  far  too  impnitant  in  its 
character  to  be  hurried  through  the  Senate  in  this  man- 
ner, without  lime  to  look  at  or  consider  it. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  joined  in  the  objection.  He  had  not, 
he  said,  looked  much  at  the  question  involved  in  the 
bill,  nor  waa  he  acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  case; 
but,  assuming  them  to  be  as  had  been  stated  in  the  Pres- 
ident's message,  this  was  one  of  the  very  gravest  ques- 
tions ever  submitted  to  the  Senate.  It  was  certainly  one 
which  required  to  be  maturely  considered,  and  carefully 
w^^ed.  He  wished  more  lime  for  reflection]  flrst,  that 
be  mi^t  more  accurately  ascertain  wliat  the  facta  veivf 
and,  Mcondly,  that  he  might  welgt)  them  in  Ills  mind 
with  ttie  care  they  demanded.  He  presumed  others 
were  of  like  mind;  and,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the 
wishes  of  the  Senate,  he  would  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  Ihe  bill  be  postponed,  and  tJiat  it  be 

ade  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  day  week. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  did  not  object  to  allowing  gentlemen  a 
reasonable  time,  but  thought  the  day  named  too  distant. 
There  was  one  good  reas<  n  why  the  bill  should  receive 
an^arlier  conuderalion:  the  distribution  of  the  depositea 
waa  to  take  place  soon  after  the  1st  day  of  January  next, 
•i.d  it  was  desirable,  if  the  bill  was  to  pass  at  all,  that  it 
passed  early  enough  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan  to 
receive,  with  her  sisters  of  the  confederacy,  her  due 
f>roportion  of  the  public  moneyst  but  if  the  whole  aub- 
ject  waa  put  ofT,  as  had  been  movedi  the  passage  of  the 
bill  might  be  ao  far  delayed  as  to  render  this  Impoaaible. 
This,  surely,  was  a  strong  argument  for  as  early  an  atteor 
tion  to  the  subject  as  possible.  As  to  the  facts  of  the 
case,  they  were  detailed  in  the  President's  message,  and 
in  the  documents  which  had  been  reported  with  the 
bill:  he  was  fully  aware  that  they  presented  a  case,  in 
regard  to  which  the  judgments  of  gentlemen  might 
widely  difTerj  but  the  facts  themaelvea  were  few,  ami 
might  soon  be  tuld.  In  June  last,  Congreia  had  paaaed 
a  bill  declaring  tliat,  on  certain  conditions  therein  set 
forth,  the  new  State  of  Michigan  should  be  received 
Into  the  Union:  one  of  which  wan,  that  certain  boundary 
linet  should  be  assigned  to  the  Stale;  and  another,  that  a 


convention  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  convened  for  the 
express  purpose,  should  express  their  assent  to  these  ~~ 
conditions,  and  agree  l«>  come  into  the  conrederacjr  on 
the  terms  prescribed.  The  act  contained  no  directiona 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  such  convention  should  be 
culled.  A  convention  was  ordered  by  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan;  which  met,  and  concluded  to  reject  the 
conditions  of  sdmissiun,  and  communicated  such  dissent 
to  the  President  of  the  United  SUtea.  On  farther  re- 
flection,  however,  without  any  particular  form  of  legis- 
Uiion,  the  people  themselves  had  since  spontaneously 
met  in  their  primary  assemblies,  and  called  a  second 
convention,  by  which  body  it  had  been  agreed  to  accept 
(he  conditions  of  the  law,  and  thus  to  enter  the  confed- 
eracy- It  was  since  ascertained  that  from  3,000  to  6,000 
'  voles  for  this  latter  convention  had  been  ca&t  for  the 
same  members  who  had  formerly  decided  to  refuse  the 
lerms  of  admission,  and  from  8,000  to  9,000  in  favor  of 
men  of  a  different  npinton.  This,  he  belii-ved,  waa 
about  as  correct  a  staleinent  of  the  facta  of  the  case  aa 
ctHiId  be  obtained  by  greater  delay.  The  question  was 
certainly  open  as  to  the  validity  of  the  acts  of  this  latter 
convention,  on  which,  no  doubt,  there  would  be  a  di- 
versity of  opinion;  but  as  lo  the  facts  there  could  be  no 
dispute.  It  would  appeur,  on  examination,  that  although 
a  majority  of  the  petiple  of  Michigan  had,  at  the  dale 
of  the  first  convention,  been  opposed  to  accepting  the 
terms  of  admission,  yet.  at  Ihe  time  the  last  was  held, 
an  overflowing  majority  had  been  in  favor  of  the  meas- 
ure. When  these  facts  should  be  found  and  admitted  to 
be  as  stated,  Mr.  G.  should  give  his  views  as  tii  what 
ought  to  be  the  consequence.  But  he  was  anxious  that 
the  law  should  be  passed  in  time  for  Michigan  to  get 
her  proportion  of  the  public  money.  The  Secretary 
could  not  make  the  distribution  on  the  firat  of  the 
month,  as  all  the  returns  would  not  then  be  ii^  but  he 
miglit  probubty  be  in  circumstances  to  do  ao  within  ten 
days  thereafter. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  no  Senator  was  more  anxious 
that  the  new  State  of  Micb'gan  should  be  received  into 
the  confederacy  than  himsel',  or  could  be  more  willing 
that  she  should  obtain  her  due  proporfion  of  the  public 
money  placed  in  deposite  with  the  several  Statea.  He 
desired  to  interpose  no  unnecessary  delay,  and  would 
vary  his  motion  ao  as  lo  propose  that  thia  bill  be  made 
the  order  for  Tuesday  next.  (Monday,  he  preauroed, 
would  scarcely  be  a  business  day,  and  many  of  the  mem- 
bers might  be  absent.)  AccortJing,  however,  lo  the 
statement  given  by  the  gentleman  himself,  there  was  at 
the  bottom  of  this  subject  one  of  the  gravest,  the  very 
gravest,  questiona  which  could  be  agitated;  so  grave,  in> 
deed,  that  important  aa  he  conceived  the  deposite  act  to 
be,  he  could  almost  prefer  that  their  respective  propor- 
tions of  the  surplus  fund  should  be  withheld  from  all  the 
States,  than  that  a  bill  like  this  should  rashly  be  passed. 
He  wished,  be  repeated  it,  more  time  for  reflection. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  (hat  although  he  was  one  of  the 
committee  who  had  reported  the  bill,  yet  he  did  nut 
concur  in  the  preamble  as  reported.  He  did  not,  indeed, 
dnubt  that  Michigan  ought  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  should  rejdce  at  her  admiiaion.  Bu*,  as  the 
chairman  had  correctly  stated  the  act  of  Congrias,  pro- 
viding for  her  admission,  made  it  conditional,  and  re- 
quired her  ptrevious  as>ent  to  the  condition,  that  assent 
was  to  be  made  known  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Now,  the  assent. of  the  people  of  Michigan  had 
not  yet  reached  (he  President  at  (he  date  of  his  last  com< 
munication,  and  therefore  Congress  did  not  oflicially 
knoiv  the  bet.  The  firat  queaiion  wai^  whether  tlie 
Senate  was  competent  to  declare  (he  act  of  the  last  con- 
vention a  valid  act.  The  law  required  that  a  convention 
should  be  called  for  the  express  object  of  expressing 
BSKnt  or  dissent  to  the  conditions^  reception.  Now, 
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the  Senate  had  lemrned  from  the  Preiident's  menage 
that  the  people  of  Miehi^n  had  Mtembled  in  a  convrn- 
tion  called  bj  their  own  I^rgitlature,  and  had  declared 
their  dnaent,  ami  had  communicated  auch  dinent  to  the 
Frendent.    Hut,  after  thia  solemn  act  by  a  eoavrnlion  le- 
l^lly  called,  U  teemed  that  there  had  another  convention 
been  gotten  up  without  any  authorily  of  law,  and  on  the 
aeta  oT  this  body  the  present  hill  was  founded.  It  involved 
qneetioBS  of  the  higheat  magiutude.    Mr.  M.  went  on  to 
rxprcea  his  opinion  that  the  doingi  of  the  latter  conven* 
tkm  couM  be  no  guide  for  the  If  giaUiion  of  Congreu'* 
who  ought  to  act  just  ta \f  no  auch  body  had  ever  met. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  thini  lection  of  the  adminaion 
law,  which  required  the  previous  assent  of  the  people  of 
Michigan  to  conditions  presented  by  Congress,  was  an 
imposition  upon  that  ppoplet  but  the  correct  mode 
would  now  be  to  repeal  that  act,  and  to  receive  the 
State  at  once,    llie  whole  law  had  proceeded  on  the 
hyputheiis  that  th^re  was  an  unsellled  boundary  line  be- 
tween Michigan  and  the  Stale  south  of  her;  bur,  as  one 
of  the  Senators  of  that  Slate,  he  considered  the  question 
of  boundary  as  fully  settled.    He  wsa  willing  to  admit 
Micbigan,  but  not  on  grouiuls  which  were  unfounded  in 
bet.    He  gave  notice  thst  he  ahould,  when  the  bill 
came  up  for  consideration,  move  to  strike  uyt  the  pre- 
amble; it  WAV  intended  as  m  key  to  the  bilirhat  it  waa 
calculated  rather  to  otislead  than  to  guide  to  the  true 
principle  on  which  the  bill  waa  founded.    It  wia  pos- 
sible that,  on  further  reflection,  he  might  change  his 
Bilndf  but  such  were  his  present  impressions. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  that  the  committee,  when  draught- 
ing the  bill,  had  also  taken  under  consideration  that 
view  of  the  subject  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio; 
and  if,  on  Monday,  the  Senate  should  concur  in  that 
view,  no  regard  would  be  had  in  the  bill  to  the  late  con- 
vention accepting  the  termi  of  tdmitsion,  and  Ihui  the 
otyect  of  admission  wnuld  be  attained.  But  it  was  on 
this  ground  that  Hr.  G.  preferred  the  preamble;  that 
Michigan  rauld  thrn  never  claim,  as  a  State,  what  Con- 
gress had  thus  decided  against.  And,  asthere  waa  an  in- 
veterate cnnlroversy  between  Michigan  and  Ohio,  he- 
thought  it  the  better  way  to  bind  Michigan,  so  lhat  un- 
der no  pretext  could  she  set  up  a  chum  to  s  section  of 
country  belonging  to  Ohio.  If  the  preamble  should  be 
stricken  out,  the  subject  would  be  more  open  to  con- 
troversy than  ifit  should  be  retained.  Mr.  G.  believed 
that,  by  the  preamble,  Michigan  would  be  estopped  from 
cofntng  forward  and  claiming  any  thing,  it  waa  merely 
on  this  ground  thst  he  was  in  favor  of  retaining  the  pre- 
•ad)le.  But,  to  obviate  objectiona,  he  was  willing  that 
the  bill  should  be  postponed,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  sad  be  was  aware  that  the  present 
was  not  the  proper  occasion  to  discuss  the  nterils  of  the 
bill  which  h»d  been  reported:  nor  did  he  purpose  to  en- 
ter on  its  discussion;  but,  as  other  gentlemen  had  briefly 
stated  their  opinions  on  the  subject,  he  would  in  like 
manner  slate  what  was  his  own  view  of  the  matter.  He 
did  not  consider  the  subject  of  the  bill  as  peculiarly 
grave  or  difficult,  save  sa  it  was  always  a  grave  question 
whether  s  new  Slsle  should  be  received  into  the  Union. 
Tbe  language  of  the  admis»on  acl,  which  bad  passed  last 
year,  was  very  plain  to  him,  so  much  so,  indeed,  lhai  he  had 
expected  the  President  would  have  issued  his  proclama- 
tion at  once,  without  referring  the  question  lo  Congress 
for  decision.  Mr.  B.  here  quoted  the  act,  and  observed 
that  it  contained  no  provision  requiring  any  legislative 
action  on  the  part  of  Michigan,  to  authorise  a  convention 
of  the  people.  It  would  have  been  improper  that  it 
slioold.  He  inmstcd  it  wsi  perfectly  competent  for  the 
people  of  that  Territory  to  hold  a  convention  spontane- 
ous^, without  any  application  to  the  Legislature  about 
the  matter;  and  if  they  had  done  so,  the  only  question 


was  whether  such  convention  bad  decided  to  accept  the 
conditionB  of  admission  which  Congress  liad  (very  prop, 
eriy,  in  hisjudgmeni)  required.  He  believed  it  had:  and 
the  case  was  therefore  very  plain.  He  understood  there 
had  been  more  votes,  by  3,000  on  both  sides,  given  in 
this  lalter  than  in  the  first  convenlioni  and  no  matter 
how  many  unsuccessful  attempts  had  previously  been 
nnde.  If  their  consent  had  at  last  been  given,  there  was  an 
end  of  tbe  matter;  they  were  clearly  entitled  to  admission. 
He  should  not  enter  on  the  argument,  but  merely  thiew 
out  his  opinion,  which  he  should  be  ready,  at  the  proper 
time,  to  enforce  with  whxl  tittle  power  he  might  com- 
mand. 

Mr.  EWING  concurred  with  his  colleague  [Hr.  Mol- 
lis] in  tbe  opinion  that  the  last  convention  held  in  Micht- 
gan  was  allogelher  Illegal  and  unauthorized.  He  aaw 
in  it  nothing  which  was  entitled  to  he  called  a  conven- 
tion of  the  people.  He  was  alto  apposed  to  the  pre- 
amble of  tbe  bill.  He  had  not  examined  the  bill  itself, 
and  coitid  not  say  what  ro^ght  be  his  opinion  of  it,  should 
the  preamble  be  stricken  out;  but  how  much  soever  it 
might  operate  aq  an  estoppel  to  ihe  new  State  of  Michi- 
gan from  ever  hereaner  mooting  again  the  vexed  ques- 
tion of  her  boundary  line,  be  aas  not  in  favor  of  having 
lliat  estoppel  effected  by  what  he  considered  a  mere 
fiction.  [Mr.  E.  quoted  tbe  sdnisBinn  net,  to  hbow  the 
conditions  of  admission.]  Now,  did  any  one  suppose 
that  it  waa  a  fulfilment  of  this  condition  for  tbe  people 
to  rise  up  in  their  primary  as1emblie^  without  legal  nr- 
gsnization  or  civil  authority,  and  declare  their  assent  to 
the  conditions  of  admission?  Was  society  thus  to  be  re- 
duced to  its  elements,  and  was  it  to  act  without  social  or- 
ganixaiioii^  The  set  of  Congress  had  recognised  no 
such  pripciplet  it  had  recognised  the  principle  of  social 
organizationt  ind  to  hold  Ihe  validity  of  the  acts  frf*  such 
an  SMemblage  as  had  come  together  under  the  name  of 
n  convention  of  the  people,  wa%  in  his  judgment,  so 
strange  as  lo  amount  almo^l  to  an  absurdity.  Interested 
or  not,  lie  thought,  in  all  fairness,  the  estoppel  effected 
by  such  an  act  of  assent  ought  nr>t  to  be  accepted  Hud 
held  binding,  it  was  based  upon  an  act  that  was  wliolly 
void.  It  was  said,  indeed,  that  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple had  voted)  but  where  was  the  evidence  of  any  reg- 
uhir  BoeiH)  oi^nization  in. the  convention f  What  guar- 
anteedid  Congress  posaesa  that  it  had  been  convened ac 
cording  to  Ihe  forms  of  the  constitution?  Who  voted? 
Who  notified  the  people  at  Urge  of  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting?  Did  the  people  nil  consent  t»  such  time 
and  such  place?  It  wks,  at  least,  not  probable  they  did. 
Tbe  people  of  this  country  were  in  the  habit  of  looking 
to  some  regular  an<l  recognised  authority  in  ftll  their 
proceedings.  A,  B,  snd  C,  in  a  particular  county,  de- 
claring that  they  would  meet  to  consider '  thia  public 
question,  did  not  lay  tbe  basis  of  a  convention.  How 
had  the  election  of  members  of  the  convention  been  con- 
ducted? Who  had  been  the  judges  of  election^  had 
they  been  sworn?  if  so,  (heir  oath  must  have  been  ex- 
trajudicial. And  who  had  been  permitted  to  vote?  It 
bail  been  said  there  were  two  tliuusand  more  votes 
given  on  either  wde  than  in  the  fint  convention.  That 
tliat  number  of  votes  had  been  counted  he  did  not 
doubt;  but  where  was  the  evidence  thst  they  had  been 
given?  No  warrant,  or  qiialificalion  of  voters*  had  been 
alluded  to.  Mr.  E.  had  no  objection  to  the  admission 
of  Michigan,  but  let  it  be  done  regularly,  and  in  a  prop- 
er manner;  and  let  nothing  tike  trick  be  practised  upon 
the  people  of  the  new  State,  by  an  estoppel  improperly 
obtained  against  their  claims. 

Hr.  MORRIS  said  he  was  very  thBnkful  for  infurns- 
tion  that  would  show  tbe  ground  on  which  the  parties 
stood  in  the  diseuisiun.  He  understood  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  BcrHANAsJthusi  lhat  sll  which  Was  required  of  the 
people  of  Michigsn  was  that  they  riwmid  chocse  k  eonrea- 
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tion,  and  that  siich  convention  should  asaent  to  the  act 
of  admiasion.  The  i^enlleman  even  went  furlher;  if  one 
convention  had  fiiiled,  the  people  mi^ht  choose  another, 
and  K)  go  on  («/  infinitum.  Thia  doctrine  (Mr.  M. 
though!)  went  directly  to  dissnlve  the  whole  element! 
of  aociety,  and  to  destroy  all  the  obligations  of  law.  It 
amounted  to  tliis;  that  if  fli>  act  of  Congress  ihuiild  be 
passed  for  the  pnnishmenl  of  an  offence,  wliich  act  re- 
quired a  judicial  investigation,  the  people  mi^hi,  not- 
withstanding, rise  in  an  original  aswmbly,  and  them- 
itlves  inflict  the  punishment. 

Again:  if  Michigan  had  adopted  a  conatitution,  it  was 
bound  to  abide  by  that  constitution.  But  this  proposed 
act  of  Congress  would  give  the  people  of  Michigan  the 
power  to  amend  and  add  to  that  constiiulion.  Mr.  M. 
ihouf^t  that  doctrinea  of  Ihia  kind  ought  not  to  be  tol- 
eratra.  And  if  such  an  original  convention  was  proper, 
how  wit  it  to  be  created^  Wa«  one  county  to  notiTy 
another,  or  one  individual  another?  or  how  was  it  to  be 
done'  If  the  people  «f  Michigan  might  act  in  thia  Irreg- 
ular way,  then  so  might  the  people  uf  any  of  the  Slatea, 
and  all  government  and  Uw  would  be  thus  already  dis- 
Bolved  into  their  original  elements,  and  the  whole  fabric 
of  our  institutions  would  be  reduced  to  a  shadow.  And 
the  fault  would  not  be  so  much  in  the  people  of  Michigan 
as  in  this  prnpoied  act  of  Congress.  Mr.  H.  thought 
much  mischief  would  follow  the  paasage  of  the  bill  with 
such  a  preamble.  It  would  be  establishing  by  Congress 
the  doctrine  that  we  are  nut  to  be  governed  by  law,  but 
by  popular  frenzy.  When  (he  legislature  of  Michigan 
paased  Uie  law  autborizing  a  convention,  was  there  any 
objection  made  to  that  law?  Uut  why  pus  the  law,  if 
tlie  people  might  rise  in  an  original  convention?  It  was 
atich  a  convention  that  at  least  accepted  the  terin<i  of  ad- 
minion— ■  convention  which,  M  the  President  had  in* 
formed  ua,  was  got  up  without  law;  and  the  Preaident 
had  therefore  not  issued  his  proclamation  of  admiasion. 
It  seemed  to  Mr.  M.  that  all  this  was  a  wide  departure 
from  the  conslitulion  and  laws  of  the  countryi  and  he 
should,  therefore,  at  the  proper  lime,  move  to  strike  out 
the  preamble. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  regretted  that,  in  expressing  a  mere 
general  opinion,  be  had  unintentionally  given  rise  to  the 
present  ifiaeuswon.  The  Senator  from  Ohio,  who  bad 
just  taken  bis  seat,  hid  Hated  the  ground  he  bad  taken 
m  such  strong  terms,  that  Mr.  B.  supposed  that  if  an 
angel  from  heaven  ahuuld  attempt  to  convince  him  of 
the  contrary,  he  would  labor  in  vain.  That  honorable 
Senator  had  discovered  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  a  great  lati- 
tudinarian;  and  that,  if  the  principles  he  had  s'-ated  should 
once  be  admitte*!,  every  thing  would  run  to  confusion. 
The  people,  it  seemed,  would  rise,  and  not  only  legisUle 
lor  Ibeoiaelve^  but  execute  justice  also!— (he  presumed 
by  Lynch  law.)  But  he  denied  the  justice  of  any  such 
inferences  from  hii  doctrine.  By  what  authority  had  the 
firat  convention  been  held?  Not  from  any  power  given 
by  the  act  of  Congress  to  the  Legislature  or  Michigan  to 
pass  a  law  calling  a  convention.  Why,  then,  had  auch 
an  act  been  passed?  Clearly  from  the  necessiiy  of  the 
caae.  Michigan  had  been  acting  aa  a  sovereign  Stale, 
and  Congress  had  been  treating  with  her  touching  her 
admisnon  into  the  Union.  It  had  been  very  proper  in 
the  Legislature  to  pau  such  a  law;  but  the  convention 
auembled  under  it  had  proved  ineffectual.  Cotigrfss 
h'd  acted  wiaely  in  not  requiring  any  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  give  validity  to  the  convention.  The  sovereign 
people  uf  Itv  StHtc  of  Alichigan  had  a  right  to  do,  in  this 
matter,  just  what  they  should  please  to  do.  And  even 
bad  the  LegibUture  refuted  to  pasi  a  law  calling  a  con- 
vention, tlte  people  would  atill  have  posaeised  the  righi 
to  meet  in  tbeir  primary  as&emblies,  and  make  their 
wiahes  known  to  the  Legislature.  He  admitted  that 
Congrett  ahoukl  first  be  taUafied  Uut  the  conreatioD  had 


acted  in  a  regular  manner,  and  had  actually  concurred 
in  the  conditions  of  admi»>inn.  But,  when  thit  wu  pro- 
ved, it  was  no  longer  a  matter  of  favor  to  receive  the 
new  State.  It  wu  her  right  to  come  in.  He  should 
not  go  into  the  argument  at  this  timet  when  the  bill 
came  up,  be  should  be  happy  to  meet  the  two  Senators 
from  Ohio  in  its  discussion. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  it  waa  impossible  that  any  question 
could  srise  about  the  admia«on,  on  which  every  gentle- 
man had  not  already  made  up  his  mind.  The  subject 
liad  already  been  four  or  five  years  before  Congress. 
Mr.  B.  insisted  that  the  questinQ  was  a  mere  question  of 
right — a  right  which  exis'ed  four  years  ago,  hut  which 
had  been  met  at  the  threshtitd,  and  fought  inch  by  inch, 
till,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  friends  of  the 
admiasion  had  determined  to  ait  it  out.  The  admission 
bad  been  re»isted  in  a  manner  unknown  to  the  histonr  of 
the  country.  And  now  it  was  to  be  put  of!  till  Monday, 
when  the  Senate  had  rather  occasion  to  nt  at  night  in 
these  short  dayst  and  the  nights  would  be  necea'tary  for 
the  discussion  of  this  question.  If  all  the  questions 
brought  forward  should  be  discussed,  they  must  begin 
wtih  Adam,  who  had  but  one  woman  to  govern,  and 
enter  into  the  history  of  original  conventions.  There 
waa  no  necessity  of  postponing  till  Monday.  All  the  time 
would  be  lAtle  enough  for  them  to  get  rid  of  what  waa  pent 
up  within  them  almost  to  bursting  on  this  subject.  But 
if  postponed,  then,  when  Monday  should  come,  Mr.  B. 
would  come  and  sit  down  in  hit  chair,  and  would  camp 
on  this  ground  till  Michigan  should  be  admitted. 

The  discussion  ended  by  making  the  bill  tha  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next. 

THE  TBEASURY  CIRCULAR. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolution  rescinding  the  Treasury  order  of  July 
11,  1836,  Sec. — the  question  being  on  the  substitute 
ofiVred  by  Mr.  Ritks,  aiming,  indirectly,  at  thesuppres* 
sion  of  the  small  bilts  of  the  Stste  banks. 

Mr.  MORRIS  having  waived  his  right  to  the  floor, 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  addreaaed  the  Senate  aa  follows: 

The  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ewiso] 
now  submitted  to  our  consideration,  proposes  two  lliingt— 

To  rescind  the  Treasury  order  of  11th  July  last,  and 
to  prevent  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  delegating 
to  others  the  power  of  directing  what  funds  shall  be  re< 
ceived  for  the  customs  and  public  lands,  and  from  ma- 
king any  discrimination  in  the  funds  which  shall  be  re- 
ceived, either  aa  to  the  persona  who  have  to  pay,  or  the 
objects  for  which  the  payments  shall  be  made. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  does  not 
rescind  the  order,  but,  regarding  it  as  legal  and  tempo- 
rary, preaoribes  that,  hereafter,  dues  to  the  Government 
shall  be  paid  in  specie  or  notes  of  specie-paying  bank^ 
provided  the  banks  whose  notes  shall  be  received  shall 
not  issue  those  ot  less  denomination  than  $S  noW|  lesa 
than  $10  af^er.  Ist  July,  1839t  and  leas  than  #30  after  1st 
July,  1841 1  and  also  that  no  notes  shall  be  received  which 
the  deposile  banks  shall  not  be  willing  (u  credit  to  the 
Government  as  caah. 

The  resolution  satisfies  itself  with  leaving  the  law  on 
the  subject  as  it  was  before  the  interference  uf  the  Pres- 
ident and  Secretary  in  July. 

Ihe  amendment  provides  by  joint  resolution  for  the 
manner  of  payment  and  kinds  of  money  which  shall  be 
received,  and  leaves  the  selection  of  the  notes  which 
shall  be  received  neither  to  the  Secretary,  nor  to  the 
President,  nor  to  Congress,  but  to  the  deposile  banks. 
A  strange  surrender  of  power  to  them-^  feature  of  s 
financial  system  to  which  it  is  impossible  to  agne. 

1'he  decision  must  be  made  by  the  Senate  betwern  ' 
the  two  propositions.   I  cannot  hesitate  in  ad<^ing  the 
resolution  and  rejecting  the  amendment.  , 
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TtM  mohittoa  teavei  Uie  hw  h  it  wu.  tbtt  Imt 
ererf  citixen  had  a  right  to  pajr  in  the  Mune  kind  of  ino' 
oe;;  either  in  specie  or  in  notci  convertible  into  ^>ecie 
on  demand.  All  were  on  an  equality  in  (bit  mpect,  in 
nery  part  of  the  Union.  Tbia  was  juat  in  itielf,  and 
uited  to  the  fundamental  principle  uf  our  iiutilutiotu — 
cquaUty  or  righti  and  prinleget. 

The  reaoiutioB  re^  on  the  anumption  that  IbU  state 
of  things  fwght  not  to  be  changed,  or,  if  it  ought,  that 
the  BxeeaUve  has  a>  legal  right  to  change  it  vithout 
ibc  direction  of  Coogreati  that  the  SeereUiy*  with  or 
vitliout  the  orders  of  ^he  Preiident,  has  no  power  of  le* 
gbbtioa  in  regard  to  the  currency  and  the  public  Undst 
aor  any  aothority  to  diicrimtnale  in  fiivor  of  one  citizen 
over  anotber,  or  of  the  inhabittQit  of  one  State  over  an* 
other-     These  principles  receive  my  concurcencet  and 
I  am,  therefore,  in  &vor  of  the  rciolution. 
I  propose  to  ioquire— 
What  the  «der  of  Itth  July  prescribes' 
what  were  the  reasoni  and  objects  which  induced  its 
promulgation^ 

What  the  effects  which  it  bai  produced.' 
Aod  what  authority  the  Secretary  had  to  itsue  it' 
The  order  relates  solely  to  the  receipts  on  the  sain  of 
the  public  landif  and  dues  not  affect  the  receipts  for  the 
eusioau  or  any  other  dues  to  the  GovernDient(  and  thttf 
Bakes  ■  disUoclion  between  them  and  all  other  sources 
of  revenue.  It  probibita  the  receivers  and  deposite  banks 
from  receiring,  after  tlie  15lh  of  August  last,  any  tbing 
but  p>ld  and  silver,  and,  in  certain  esses,  the  Virginia 
scrip,  for  the  lands,  and  forbids  their  taking  any  note  of 
any  bank  anywhere,  or  any  certificate  of  actual  depos- 
ite, cTCn  of  specie,  in  the  dcpoHte  or  other  banks,  un. 
less  it  be  a  certificate  of  deposite  of  specie  given  by  the 
Treasurer  of  ihe  United  States. 

It  inakea  an  exemption  in  favor  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Slate  in  which  the  land  sold  may  liappen  to  lie,  and  in 
favor  of  those  who  are  called  "  actual  aettlen,"  and  au- 
Iborizes  them,  until  the  15th  of  December,  to  pay  in  the 
ordinary  currency — in  specie  or  in  biiik  notes. 

Such  are  its  plain  and  obvious  provisions;  snd  ihey 
are  inteoded  to  be  ptrroanent,  so  far,  at  least,  as  the  Ex- 
ecalire  has  suthorily  and  power  to  enforce  them. 

The  Senstw  from  Virginia,  in  ofTering  bis  smendmeni, 
seemed  to  regard  ihe  order  as  a  temporary  arrange- 
nent— as  having  worked  its  intended  elTectst  and  that  it 
was  now  proper  to  legislate  on  tite  nbjeet  without  ref- 
erence to  It.  Other  Senators  have  taken  the  same  view. 

1  fear  that  they  will  not  be  able  to  escape  a  direct  ex- 
presuon  of  opinion,  by  this  suggestiun.  We  cannot 
avoid  seeing  that  it  is,  in  its  phrsseologyi  its  avowed  ob- 
jects* and  ttegrounda  on  which  it  is  defended  here,  a  per- 
manent measure,  although  it  niity  have  had  some  tempo- 
rary  objects.  There  is  nothing  on  i:s  face  which  looks 
like  a  temporary  act.  The  favor  expended  to  particular 
classes  ofbuyers  was  to  last  only  to  the  15th  uf  Decem- 
ber. That  day  is  paued,  and  now  it  is  the  universal 
rale — operating  un  all  the  sales  of  public  landb— wilU  no 
nllusiun  to  any  time  when  that  rule  shall  be  changed. 

The  objects  avowed  as  those  which  are  to  be  attained 
bjr  it  also  show  ih^t  it  is  not  lempomry.    They  are  *'Td 


repress  frauds,  speculations,  and  monopolies."  And 
will  not  attempts  at  these  continue  to  exist,  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  while  the  public  lands  shall  continue  to 
be  sold.'  To  strengthen  (be  drpos  te  bank),  and  pre- 
vent too  great  an  amount  of  bank  notes  frum  coming  into 
ibem.  And  will  not  buyers  continue  to  buy  snd  psy  in 
bank  notes  as  Jong  as  things  are  left  to  take  their  natu- 
ral course?  *'Todiscouragethe  ruinousritemton  ufnank 
linies"— "  the  general  evil  influence  likely  to  result  to  itie 
public  inleretts,  and,  especially,  the  sufeiy  uf  the  great 
■unount  of  money  in  the  Treasury  and  the  sotmd  condi- 
tion of  Ibe  curreocy  of  tbe  count^."  And  are  these  ub- 


jects  which  may  be  accomplished  by  a  five  months'  op- 
eration of  a  Treasury  order?  Certainly  there  is  nothing 
in  this  detail  of  reasons  which  can  induce  tbe  belief  that 
the  President  and  Secretary  intended  only  a  IranMent 
elTecl  from  their  action. 

Nor  is  it  defended  on  this  floor  as  a  temporary  arrange- 
ment. The  Senator  from  Uissouri  [Mr.  Biirroii]  and 
others  do  not  so  defend  it.  They  attempt  to  show  that 
it  ought  to  be  the  settled  and  permanent  policy  of  tbe 
country.  And,  in  this  respect,  they  concur  with  the 
President  and  SecTcUryt  while  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, unwilling  to  disapprove  their  act,  seems  to  desire  to 
correct  their  error,  by  expressing  a  legislative  opinion  in 
favor  of  a  difTerent  course  fur  the  future. 

The  Secretaiy,  under  his  seventh  head,  *'  Of  the  mint 
and  the  currency,"  (psge  31,)  saysi  The  other  objects  of 
that  circuUr  "  were  gradually  to  bring  back  the  prac. 
tier,  in  those  paymenU,  to  whM  was  deemed  to  be  the 
true  tpiiit  as  well  as  letter  of  our  eusting  Isws,  snd  to 
what  Ihe  safely  of  the  public  money  in  the  deposits 
banks,  and  the  deiirsble  improvement  uf  our  curren- 
cy, seemed  st  that  time  to  unite  in  rendering  judicious." 
He  regards  it  as  a  matter  of  currency  and  safely  of  the 
pubhc  moitey;  a  matter,  in  its  very  nature,  of  permanent 
regulation. 

The  President,  io  his  annual  messsge,  after  an  exami- 
nation uf  the  deposite  or  distribution  law,  calls  our  at. 
tention  to  "the  currency  of  the  country" — a  ^'subject 
intimately  sssocisted  with"  that  taW)  and  he  treats  of  this 
order  as  a  part  of  the  regulation  of  the  currency  of  the 
countryt  an:*,  to  show  that  he  does  not  intend  any  re- 
peal or  slteratiun  of  it,  he  adds:  It  remains  for  Con- 
gress, if  they  approve  the  policy  which  diclat«l  this 
order,  to  follow  it  up  in  its  various  bearings."  lie  looks 
to  no  repeal  of  it.  **lt  remains  for  Congress."  Be 
kinilly  permits  us  to  follow  it  up,  and  to  do  what  he  baa 
left  for  us — not  to  repeal  and  rescind  it,  but  to  strengtiien 
and  iitvigoruie  it.  And,  unless  he  has  an  opinion  fur  Con. 
greuaoil  another  for  his  friends — an  opinion  official  snd  an 
opinion  private — he  cannot  willingly  see  any  clTort,  such 
as  the  amendment  proposed,  to  evadr,  weaken,  or  de- 
stroy it;  although  he  may,  as  in  the  case  of  the  deposite 
bill,  give  it  his  "  reluctant  approval,"  when  he  cannot 
avoid  it.  Ijth  to  his  own  dioice,  he  would  moat  proba- 
bly ex'end  it  to  tbe  eustomn,  snd  to  all  Ihe  revenues  "f 
the  countryi  and  if  no  confiicling  opinion  shall  be  pro- 
nounced by  Congress,  I  shall  nut  be  surprised  if  this  ex- 
tension take  place. 

Ur.  President,  I  ask  how  tliis  order  has,  as  yet,  pro- 
duced sll  its  intended  cfTect,  and  why  we  should  regard 
it  as  temporary  ?  The  reasons  aod  objects  avowed  in  the 
public  documents  have  nut  been  accomplished.  Were 
there  others  which  hsve  not  been  avowed?  Is  it  true, 
as  has  been  simietimcs  charged,  but  of  which  I  know 
nothing,  that  a  prfvaili'<g  niutive  was  lo  favor  pcnunal 
friendit,  and  to  defeH',  tut  far  as  practicable,  the  full  ef- 
fect of  the  deposite  law'  It  has  been  said  thut  there  h^d 
been  immense  Hpecnlations  in  iMnds  by  Ihoac  near  the 
Executive;  stnd  liial  the  temporary  obatruetion  to  public 
sales  was  useful,  in  enabling  them  to  make  profitable  dis- 
positions of  what  they  had  acquired,  and  extricate  them- 
selves frum  embarni»sment.  iVia  effect  may  have  been 
produced. 

A  much  mure  important  public  object  lias  also  been 
charged — ihe  reduction  of  the  amount  which  was  to  be 
diNtributed  among  the  Stales  uncUr  the  deposite  law; 
and  this  has  certainly  been  effected.  A  Senator  has  (old 
us  that  tbe  order  prevented  "  myriads  of  paper  money 
from  flotting  inlo  the  deposite  bai<ks  in  the  West.'* 
I'hen,  sir,  it  prevented  "  m>  riads  of  money"  from  being 
added  to  Ihe  amount  whidi  was  to  be  distributed.  I  can 
readily  believe  that  this  was  one  of  the  motiies  which 
influenced  the  GKrcutire  in  issuing  thai  order.    We  all 
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know  how  slrenuously  that  Uur  was  opposed  by  thoae 
who  are  said  to  court  and  to  enjoy  an  acquaintance  with 
tbe  most  intintate  sentiments  and  feelings,  both  of  the  re- 
tiring and  the  approaching  EzecutiTe.  It  was  denounc- 
cd  jn  terms  the  force  of  which  Uiey  did  not  stop  to 
measure,  knd  we  were  warned,  in  various  modes,  up  to 
the  time  when  the  amendment  was  offered  in  the  House 
of  Representatives^  that  the  power  of  the  veto  would  be 
applied  to  it.  The  President  declares  to  us  that  he  gave 
it  his  "  reluctant  approval,"  and  an  oflnciat  ot^an  has  an- 
nounced that  it  would  have  been  refused,  if  the  veto 
would  have  prevented  its  passive.  I  leave  it  to  his  ad- 
vocates to  defend  that  political  morality  and  independ- 
ence which  fails  lo  discharge  a  hi^h  official  duty,  upon 
the  ground  that  he  may  be  found  in  a  constitutional  mi- 
nority. It  comports  little  with  the  boasted  energy  and 
firmness  of  which  the  nation  has  heard  so  much»  and  by 
which  many  have  been  deluded.  Andmsy  Inotauggeatto 
his  defenders  on  this  floor,  whether  it  dues  become  the  dig- 
nity and  respect  for  the  laws  which  appertain  lo  the  first 
ofllice  of  the  country,  by  such  a  device,  to  defeat  tlie  full 
operation  of  a  statute  which  has  been  passed  by  the  voles 
of  so  large  a  nujorily  of  the  Legislature,  and  (o  which 
the  approval  of  the  Executive,  even  though  reluctantly, 
has  been  affixed?  It  was  perfectly  well  known  that  (he 
effect  of  the  order  would  be  to  diminish  the  sums  which 
would  be  received  by  the  several  States;  less  lands  would 
be  sold,  less  money  would  come  into  the  Treasury,  a  less 
amount  would  be  divided. 

And,  ur,  notwithstamling  the  report  of  the  Secretary, 
I  cannot  but  suspect  that  the  failure  to  receive  a  part,  at 
least,  of  tbe  monev  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
white  it  has  still  further  diminished  the  amount  lo  be 
divided,  may  have  been  induced  by  similar  views.  The 
Executive  had  no  desire  that  that  money  also  should 
come  into  dislribution. 

Bui,  be  (his  as  il  may,  the  efi'tct  upon  this  bill  was 
foreseen  by  the  President  and  Secretary.  Was  it  aluo 
desired  by  them?  And  was  this  a  conlrolling  motive  for 
Issuing  tlie  orderf  The  lav  was  passed  on  (he  23d  June, 
Congress  adjourned  on  the  4tb  July,  and  on  the  Ilth, 
while  tome  of  the  members  were  yet  on  their  way  to 
their  homes,  an  act  is  performed  which  is  calculated  to 
defpar,  at  least  to  weaken,  the  operation  of  the  most  im- 
poilant  measure  which  had  resulted  from  their  joint  de- 
liberations. Is  it  the  appropriate  busineas  of  ifie  Exec- 
utive thus  t»  counteract  the  decision  of  the  Lrgislature, 
lo  deprive  the  people  of  the  States  of  the  large  sums  of 
money  which  would  have  been  received  from  tlie  sales  of 
the  pubic  laiidit,  and  put  at  defiance  not  only  (he  will  of 
Congress,  but  uf  a  lat^  majority  of  the  Union?  Ilow 
far  the  people  may  be  disposed  to  bear  it,  without  mur- 
muring, I  know  nut;  but  as  a  representative  from  one  of 
the  States  which  approves  the  law,  and  has  been  de- 
prived of  her  full  meaHure  uf  benefit  un:)er  it  by  this  act 
of  the  Executive,  it  is  my  duty  to  express  my  disappro- 
bation and  her  disappnihatiun;  and  no  servility  to  pow- 
er, no  devotion  to  a  name  or  a  party,  shall  keep  me 
from  it. 

Ur.  President,  this  order  may  have  had  temporary  ob- 
jects, which  may  hare  been  accomplished,  but  it  had 
altto  permanent  objects,  which  are  yel  lo  be  accomplish- 
ed. It  may  have  relieved  favorites,  and  it  may  have 
weakened  an  obnoxtnui  measure,  and  lessened  the 
amount  which  will  be  in  ihe  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, and  which  the  Stales  are  to  receivet  but  tlie  Ex- 
ecuiive  cannot,  at  this  moment,  repeal  it.  It  wiiutd  be 
ail  open  avowal  of  motives  which  tiiere  is  too  much  cun- 
ning and  too  tittle  courage  openly  and  on  the  public  rec- 
ords to  proclaim.  The  «rder  must  be  continued,  unless 
the  power  of  Congress  is  brought  to  bear  on  its  repeal. 
We  must  consider  it  as  permanently  operating  upon  the 
currency  of  the  country  and  the  difju-iiliot)  uf  tlu-  {iiiblic 


land.1,  and  give  our  rotes  accordingly  on  tbe  resolution 
and  (he  amendment. 

In  deciding  upon  the  policy  and  the  lawfulness  of  this 
order,  the  reasons  assigned  for  it  demand  our  considera- 
tion. I  have  already  alluded  to  them,  so  fir  as  to  show 
that  they  are  not  temporary  in  their  naturei  and  if  they 
are  the  true  reasons,  tbe  order,  to  iti  fiill  force,  is  as  ne- 
cessary now  as  it  was  at  tbe  aonient  when  it  was  issued. 
But  some  of  them  call  for  further  remark. 

One  of  them  is,  in  substance,  to  repress  frauds,  spec- 
ulations, and  monopolies,  in  the  purchase  of  the  public 
lands,  to  preserve  them  for  the  "actual  settler,"  at  a 
moderate  price,  and  insure  the  more  rapid  settlement  of 
the  territory.  It  is  doubtful  wheAer  the  more  rapid  set- 
tlement of  the  country  can  promote  itt  essential  and  per- 
manent interests,  and  whether  the  speculations  com- 
plained of  do  injuriously,  if  at  all,  impede  its  substantial 
progress  in  population  and  prosperity.  Bui,  I  aak,  what 
13  meant  by  these  frsuds?   And  who  have  die  legitimate 

Kower  to  apply  the  remedy  for  them?  Who  is  a  specu- 
itor,  and  what  authority,  under  our  system  of  Govern- 
ment, can  limit  his  acquisition?  Can  the  Exetuitive  de- 
termine what  number  of  acres  makes  a  man  a  speculator, 
and  who  shall  be  prohibited  therefore  from  buying?  He 
might  as  well  decide  how  much  grain  a  citizen  should 
raise,  buy,  sell,  or  transfer  in  the  market,  or  the  number 
of  yards  of  broadcloth  that  he  should  manufacture  or  im- 
port and  dispose  of.  If  there  be  any  authority  to  con- 
trol such  matters,  it  is  not  executive,  but  legislative,  and 
the  Executive  wanders  from  bis  proper  sphere  when  he 
attempts  to  Interfere  with  them. 

it  is  true,  as  the  Senator  from  kfissoun  tells  us,  that 
the  word  "speculator"  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  consti- 
(uliont  and  is  any  other  description  or  denomination  uf 
acts  to  be  found  there?  Is  his  favorite  "  actual  settler" 
there?  But,  ftir,  there  is  a  more  important  inquiry? 
Does  the  Senator  mean  to  infer,  because  the  speculator 
is  not  named,  therefore  his  rights  are  not  protected  by 
the  constitution,  and  the  President  may  make  any  regu- 
lation in  regard  to  him  which  he  may  please?  If  the  ar- 
gument does  not  mean  this,  I  can  pereeite  neither  tti 
force  nor  application.  If  it  do  mean  this,  it  is  a  bold 
claim  fnr  (he  extenuon  of  executive  power.  It  pruclaimi 
that  whoever  and  whatever  is  nut  named  in  and  protect- 
ed by  the  constitution,  may  be  dealt  with,  regulated, 
trampled  upon,  at  executive  pleasure.  'I'he  Senator  in- 
structed us  about  the  divine  right  of  Kings;  he  had  bet- 
ter turn  his  attention  to  the  divine  right  of  Presidents, 
who,  by  such  a  principle,  may  do,  not  what  they  are  au- 
thorized by  the  constitution  to  do,  but  every  thing  that  * 
is'nt't  forbidden. 

Another  reason  assigned  for  the  order  is,  to  check 
bank  issues,  wliich  had  been  made  to  a  ruinous  extent. 
That  there  ban  bet-n  a  larfre  extension  of  bank  capital 
and  paper  currency  since  tbe  financial  notions  of  the 
present  administration  have  had  operation,  is  not  to  be 
doubted.  That  extension  wss  the  natural  result  of  the 
course  adopted  by  thoie  who  have  had  control  on  this 
subject,  and  has  been  principally  effected  by  them. 
Willie  they  have  talked  about  specie,  and  denounced 
lite  United  States  Bank  and  paper  money,  they  have,  in 
several  of  the  Stateii,  occupied  themselves  in  greatly  in- 
creasing their  bank  capital  and  paper  currency.  The 
causes  and  eftec's  of  this  circulation  have  been  clearly 
t  xhibited  by  the  Senator  from  Massachtnietts,  [Mr.  Wbh- 
STER,]  and  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  by  repetitions  test 
Ba(isiiu:tory  than  the  original  exposition.  1  beg,  how- 
ever, to  Say  that,  in  forming  my  opinions,  I  do  not  rely 
on  the  calculations  and  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie 
amount  of  actual  currency,  and  especially  of  gold  and 
silver;  nor  do  I  credit  the  estimate  which  he  luis  given 
uf  the  amount  necessary  fnr  the  convenience  and  interest 
uf  tlic  country.   The  qu.'intiiy  uf  golj^and  silver  miinu- 
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iifcctured  in  the  nation,  for  articles  of  um  and  luxury^  ia 
imaienw.  Our  own  minei  do  not  furoiab  more  than 
eaougb  of  gold  to  meet  thia  denund  for  anniu)  consutnp- 
tioni  and  much  of  the  ailrer  whttHi  comet  from  abroad 
•hareitbeaaiite  fate.  They  are  conTcrted.  not  by  pounda, 
bat  bjr  hundreds  of  poundai  and  it  is  doubtrul  whether 
all  of  both  metals,  taken  from  the  mines  of  the  world, 
increase,  to  any  great  extent,  the  specie  in  actual  circu- 
lation among  civilized  nations.  ITeel  quitesure  that  the 
actual  circulation  of  specie  here  ia  below  25  instead  of 
S8  millions  of  dollara.  But  if  we  rely  on  tlie  estimate  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  paper  and  specie,  and  place  it  at 
148  millions.  It  is  not  much  greater,  in  proportion  to  the 
demand,  than  it  was  in  1833  at  84  millions.  The  actual 
population  and  property  of  the  country  have  grown  in  a 
ratio  never  before  known  in  the  history  of  nittions.  Its 
enterprise  haa  been  without  parallelt  its  great  staples 
alune  have  required  50  per  cent,  addition.  Take  an  ex- 
ample.  The  cutton  of  about  one  million  one  hundred 
thousand  bales,  at  the  price  in  1833,  was  worth  about  53 
millions  of  doUarti  in  1836,  tlie  one  million  six  hundred 
thousand  balea^  at  17  cenla,  are  worth  i^out  86  miUiont. 
The  five  or  mx  transfers  which  are  made  of  them,  from 
the  grower  to  the  consumer,  were  to  be  met  by  some 
kinff  of  circulation — specie,  notes,  or  bills  of  exchange. 
And  the  derangement  of  the  exchanges  threw  the  de- 
mand with  additional  violence  upon  the  paper  currency. 
Tlie  same  facts  are  true  u  to  bread-stuffs,  beef,  pork, 
&e.  Your  bread-stuffs  In  1833,  at  about  t4  per  barrel, 
required  not  more  than  50  millions.  In  1836,  at  98  or  $9, 
they  called  for  about  110  millions.  Tour  beef  and  pork, 
at  |6  50  in  1833,  wanted  less  than  80  milltonii  in  1836, 
at  from  $12  to  demanded  neaily  300  millions]  and 
all  these,  in  the  two  or  three  transfers  from  the  produ- 
cer to  the  consumer,  swelled  enormously  tlie  circulation 
which  was  required.  Pursue  the  calculation  through 
all  the  elements  which  constitute  the  matertiilB  for  sn 
estiraatf ,  and  it  will  he  found  that  the  currency  at  $6  SO 
for  each  individual  in  1833,  would  have  afforded  accom- 
modation to  the  business  and  wants  of  the  people  of  the 
Union  equal  to  the  f  10  a^t  which  the  Secretary  states  it 
in  1836;  and  when  to  this*  we  add  the  obstructions  to  ex- 
change, it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  some  inconvenience 
would  have  been  felt.  Vet  il  is  in  such  a  condition  of 
our  interesta  that  the  Secretary  sets  himself  to  work  to 
shut  up  as  much  specie  as  be  can,  in  about  ode  tenth  of  the 
banki{  to  curtail  the  power  of  accommodation  in  all  the 
rest)  and  we  are  called  upon  to  wonder  at  the  pressure. 

But,  Mr.  President,  it  is  not  necessary,  on  this  ques- 
tion, to  settle  the  amount  of  circulation  which  the  inte- 
rests of  the  country  require.  The  pretence  i<i,  thst  we 
are  to  have  that  circulation  con6ned  chiefly  to  gold  and 
ailver.  la  it  practicable?  and  are  those  who  talk  of  it 
sincere  and  well  advised?  To  sccomplisli  it,  you  must 
abstract  from  the  circulation  of  other  couotrica  from  fif- 
ty to  seventy  millions  of  specie.  You  could  not  coin  it 
kt  your  mints  wilb  sufficient  rapidity  to  keep  pace  with 
the  demand.  You  cannot  buy  and  retain  it  in  the  coun- 
try, unless  your  commerce  will  enable  you  to  do  it. 
Commerce  will  bring,  and  commerce  will  ti.ke  it  away. 
Why  do  not  those  who  are  (be  advocates  of  an  exclusive 
Bpecie  currency  tell  us  how  we  may  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject? Let  them  give  us  a  schemet  inform  us  where  we 
sball  procure  itt  bow  retain  it|  and  how  the  buuness  and 
ciDpluymenla  of  the  country  can  be  reduced  to  the  point 
which  such  a  currency  would  require.  Until  they  do 
this,  the  intelligence  of  the  people  wilt  be  apt  to  suspect 
that  there  is  more  of  pretence  than  sincerity  on  this 
point.  It  ia  by  viiiionary  and  impraclicuble  schemes  like 
tliese  that  the  real  obstacles  are  thrown  in  the  way  of  wise 
and  prudent  regulations;  and  we  can  never  hope  for 
sooiul  legislation  until  they  ahall  be  removed  from  the 
counteaance  and  support  of  those  wbo  are  in  power. 
Vol.  XUI.— 13 


But,  Mr.  President,  while  1  dissent  from  the  views  of  the 
Executive  on  these  pointi,  1  do  not  wish  to  be  misuoder- 
atood  as  the  advocate  of  an  extension  of  our  paper  cur- 
rency, nor  aa  maintaining  that  it  is  in  a  sound  and  safe 
condition.  Our  whole  currency  is  in  imminent  danger. 
There  are  no  salutary  checks  and  control.  Banks  ar« 
created  often  without  reference  to  the  necessities  of  the 
country,  and  sometimei  made  the  rewards  of  partisan  and 
party  exertions.  Issues,  too,  have  not  unfrequenily  been 
regulated  by  the  wants  and  wishes  of  favorites.  The 
constitutional  control  has  be«n  thrown  aside,  ami  igno- 
rance and  empiricism  are  meddling  with  mattera  w^^ 
they  do  not  understand.  There  Is  danger  ahead  of 
and  we  shall  be  fortunate  if  we  escape  without  a  con- 
vulsion in  the  currency  which  will  agonize  the  country. 
It  is  time  that  this  subject  was  under  wiser  management. 
But  even  this  will  be  insufficient.  Adroit  that  our  circu* 
lation  is  too  great— that  there  is  danger  of  over-issues  by 
the  banks — thai  gold  and  silver  ought  to  be  our  only  cur- 
rency— and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Gorernmnnt  to  look 
well  to  alt  these;  yet  the  question  aeemi,  wbobaithe 
authority  to  direct,  regulate,  and  control  themf  The 
interference  of  the  Executive,  without  the  sanction  and 
command  of  Congress,  is  usurpation  of  power.  Hil 
right  to  legislate  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  constitution. 

i  pass  to  the  efl'ects  which  have  been  produced  by 
this  Treasury  order.  The  President  believes  *'  that  the 
country  will  find  in  the  motives  which  induced  that 
order,  and  the  happy  consequences  which  will  have  en- 
sued, much  to  commend,  and  nothing  to  condemn.**  Let 
us  examine  these  consequence^  award  all  the  praise 
which  they  merit. 

The  President  says:  "  It  checked  the  career  of  the 
Western  banks,  and  gave  them  additional  strength  in 
anticipation  of  the  pressure  which  haa  since  pervaded 
our  Eastern  as  well  as  the  European  cammercial  cities." 
The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  also  admits  that  there 
is  a  severe  snd  grinding  pressure.  The  Senalor  firom 
Hittissippi  does  not  seem  to  credit  itf  he  regards  it  aa 
another  panic  cry.  I  ahall  not  attempt  to  settle  the  eoa- 
(roversy  between  them,  nor  waste  time  in  proving  by 
facts  and  arguments  that  a  pressure  has  prevailed.  The 
man  who  doubts  must  labor  under  strange  ignorance  of 
the  Condition  of  the  country — sn  ignorance  very  similar 
to  that  which  could  assert  that  our  exchanges  are  in  ■ 
better  state  than  for  several  years  past.  His  opinions 
will  not  be  likely  to  mislead.  But  this  order  was  given 
"in  anticipation  of  the  pressure."  It  certainly  could 
have  anticipated  il  but  a  very  few  hours,  for  the  pressure 
commenced  at  the  very  moment  that  the  existence  of  the 
order  was  known  in  the  cities  and  in  the  country.  They 
were  as  contemporaneous  as  cause  «nd  effect  could  be. 
In  proof  of  the  assertion  that  the  order  checked  the  ca- 
reer of  the  Western  banks,  and  gave  them  strength,  thgB 
Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  BntTOK]  attempts  toprore 
that  it  has  greatly  increased  the  specie  in  the  banks  and 
the  accommodation  to  the  public.  He  aeema  to  think 
that  he  has  quite  uverwhelmed  all  opposition,  and  de- 
stroyed all  resistance  to  his  conclusions,  by  **  the  logio 
of  figures,"  and  his  "  appeal  lo  the  exact  sciences."  It 
is  nut  the  first  time  that  this  logic  has  satisfied  tliat  Sen- 
ator without  conviniung  others.  It  proved  very  conclu- 
sively to  Ilia  mind  during  the  Ust  aeasion  that  there  would 
be  and  could  be  no  surplus  lo  be  divided  among  the 
Slates.  The  Secretary,  however,  has  f-'Und  about  thiKy- 
seven  millions  fur  this  purpose,  and  that  is  far  below 
what  it  ought  lo  iiave  been.  The  Si'nstor,  however, 
has  a  reason  for  the  error  of  his  conclusion  from  "  the 
logic  of  fij^ures."  It  is  in  substance  this:  If  Congress 
would  have  made  all  tlie  appropriaiioiia  asked  for,  and 
made  them  in  an  early  day  in  the  veaaion,  the  logio 
would  bare  come  out  right.  I  do  not  doubt  it,  «r.  IT, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  wexaddbmMrnitUd 
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ounelTM  to  be  charged,  both  by  the  President  and  Sen- 
Ktor,  wHb  utter  dwenitl  of  our  duty,  and  wilFutly,  for 
party  pfirpowi,  permitting  the  country  to  be  uncorered 
wb'Ie  (he  clouds  of  war  were  gHthcring  over  her,  snd  re- 
mained silent,  the  long  and  exited  debate  upon  the  three 
million  apprc^rlaiion  would  have  been  iToided,  and  the 
time  spared,  «nd  the  appropriationa  retched  at  an  earlier 
day.  I  fwe  will  suffer  theimpulatkmaagainat  our  patriotiMi) 
and  fidelity  to  the  public,  from  nil  quarters,  to  go  unanswer* 
ed  and  unnoticed,  and  simply  become  tlie  registers  of 
the  thousand  effijrtsfor  squandering  money  wliichhaa  been 
•o  profusely  madr,  time  will  be  saved,  and  there  will  be 
nn  surplus.  The  Senator  is  correct  in  his  defence  of  the 
accuracy  of  his  logic,  if  you  leare  him  and  an  extravagant 
adrainirtration  in  unin'errupted  possession  of  the  means 
of  verifying  il.  The  appropriations  last  year  amounted 
io  about  ihirly-fuur  milliona  of  dollars,  and  we  were 
urged  to  add  many  millions  more.  This  would  have 
awept  the  surplus  pretty  eflTectually,  and  left  little,  if  any 
thing,  to  divide.  But  I  thought  that  thirty-four  millions 
was  quite  enough  to  be  expended  in  one  yesr  by  an 
economical  and  reforming  administration  i  and  the  more  so 
aa  it  waa  but  elgbt  yeara  since  that  the  administration,  of 
which  I  WIS  an  unimportant  tsiember,  was  denounced  and 
discarded  from  public  confidence,  becaoae  it  had  expend- 
ed about  thirteen  milliomr.  There  ii  aome  difference 
between  thirteen  and  tiiirty.four  millioniin  aungic  year. 
But  time^  sir,  have  changed)  a  new  l<^ie  is  in  vogue: 
what  was  guilt  then  is  virtue  now. 

But,  Mr.  President,  let  us  see  how  the  Senator  ap- 
plies this  logic  of  figure*.  He  takei  the  depoaite  banka 
alone,  reads  the  amount  of  speeie,  and  the  aceommoda- 
tioBt  before  the  Treasury  orderand  after  it — I  believe  be 
took  the  months  of  June  and  November  laatas  his  guides — 
and  finding  more  specie  in  the  latter  than  the  former  pe- 
riod. In  theae  banks,  and  more  accommodations  alao,  he 
not  only  attributes  It  to  the  order,  but  infers  that  the 
currency  is  more  soun^  because  there  is  more  specie  In 
the  country.  iKm  teqttUm»  do  not  belong  to  figures. 
The  preroiaea  and  the  conclusion  do  not  hold  together. 
If  there  be  nore  speeie  In  the  country,  upon  what  prin- 
eiple  aball  we  aeslgn  it  to  the  Treasury  order,  in  prefer- 
niee  to  the  state  of  our  foreign  commerce  and  foreign 
exchanges?  These  may,  and  necessarily  would,  for  the 
time,  bring  and  keep  specie  here.  But  how  the  order 
could  have  had  the  aliglilrsi  effect,  it  n  difHcult  for  oth- 
ers to  see,  and  ought  to  be  explained. 

Again:  there  is  manifest  error  in  looking  only  lo  the 
depoaite  banks.  The  operation  of  the  order  would 
mttm  to  be  to  bring  specie  into  them,  and  take  it  away 
from  the  others*  strengthen  them,  in  this  reapect,  while 
it  weakened  all  the  rest.  To  prove  that  they  have 
more  specie  and  more  power  to  accommodate,  is  only  to 
eslablbh  the  charge  against  the  order  for  its  unequal  op- 
eration, unless  it  be  also  proved  that  more  specie  haa 
been  brought  by  it  into  the  country  and  into  tlie  other 
banks  alao,  so  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  currency  baa 
been  strengthened.  These  deposite  banks  are,  I  think, 
eighty-one  in  number,  with  some  branches.  There  are 
In  the  nation  more  than  nine  hundred  banks.  You  do 
little  for  our  paper  currency,  If  you  strengthen  eighty- 
one  to  the  injury  of  eight  hundred — brntfit  a  few  to  the 
destruction  of  tlie  rest. 

But  I  do  not  understand  the  matter  as  the  Senator 
does,  even  astothedepoaitebankathemselvra.  In  June  last 
there  were  thirty-three  of  tl>em.  After  the  paissge  of 
the  depoaite  act,  they  were  increa>eH  to  eighty-one.  In 
Junethe  thirty-three  had  a  capital  of$33,418,C9S  63.  In 
November  theeighiy-one  had  a  capital  of$77,i76,449  67. 

To  judge  of  their  condition  >s  to  specie  and  accommo- 
dations, we  mutt  take  Iheir  capital  at  the  two  periods, 
and  compare  the  one  with  the  otheri  and  if  the  capital 
is  Novembcrdid  not  afford  more  of  specie  and  accommo- 
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dationa  in  proportion  to  ita  amount  than  the  leaser  ca^ 
tal  in  June  did  in  proportion  to  ita  ammnt,  it  will  he  dlT- 
ficult  lo  persuade  us  that  the  banks  have  been  atrength- 
ened,  the  currency  benefited,  or  the  public  more  ac> 
cnmmodated.  A  few  statements  will  show  how  this  is. 
Throwing  away  the  fractions,  we  may  call  the  capital  in 
June  forty-six  and  a  half  miUiona,  in  November  seven, 
ty-seven  and  a  half  millloDB. 

In  June  the  deposite  bank*  had  -  f 10,450,415  13 
In  November  -        .        -    15,530,203  43 


HifTerence,  -  -  5,069.787  29 
But  if  forty-six  and  a  half  millions  gave  ten  and  a  half, 
then  BCTcnty-aeven  and  a  half  ought  tn  have  given  seven* 
teen  and  a  half— two  millions  more  than  ihey  had  in  No* 
rember.  Tlie  depoiite  banks,  in  proportion  to  tlieir 
capital,  were  not  as  strong  in  specie  by  two  millions  a* 
they  were  in  June  before  the  order.  A  few  of  (hem, 
doubtless,  had  more,  because  the  operation  of  the  order 
was  unequal;  but  while  aome  were  atrengi hened,  accord- 
ing to  the  ideaa  of  the  Senator,  othera  were  weakened. 

The  same  result  will  be  found  in  their  accommoda- 
tion%  connating  of  loan<>,  discounti^  and  exchanges. 
In  June  they  amounted  lo  -        •    tl08,498,03r  74 
In  November  to     •        -  163,973,830  34 


The  increaae  being  -  55,474,793,  50 
Bttt4f  the  capitftl  of  forty-aix  an'l  a  lialf  millions  gave 
about  one  hundred  and  eight  and  a  half,  (be  capital  of  sev- 
enty-seven and  a  half  ought  to  have  given  one  hundred 
and  eighty  milliona  of  accommodation,  being  sixteen  mil* 
fiona  more  than  they  did  give.  Why  should  there  have 
been  this  reduction.*  And  if  it  were  produced  by  Ihli 
order,  have  we  not  fiiund  one  causa  of  the  acknowleged 
pressure } 

Their  circulation  hai  been  alluded  to. 
In  June  it  was  -         .         -   937,967.153  40 

In  November  .     41,483,697  83 

But  in  proportion  to  their  capital,  it  ought,  in  Novem- 
ber, to  have  been  about  fotly'^x  and  a  half  milliona, 
and  WRi  therefore  about  five  millions  less  than  it  should 
luve  been. 

The  Senator  conaiden  this  a  strong  argument  in  their 
farori  but  doeahe  not  perceive,  thatwhile  they  were  cur- 
tailing their  circulation  and  discounts,  they  were  pre*- 
aing  the  community  severely^  Nor  am  I  satisfied  that  It 
was  not  their  duly  to  the  public,  at  leaat  to  continue,  if 
not  toenlarge,  their  accommodations.  Their  deposites  had 
in  the  mean  lime  increased  nearly  nineteen  millions, 
from  about  fiAy.sevrn  to  about  aevenly-six  millloni^ 
almost  two  thirds  of  the  capital  which  bad  been  added  to 
them,  and  not  far  from  one  fourth  of  their  whole  united 
capital.  They  had  been  placed  in  a  condition  of  eminent 
control — they  bad  it  in  their  power  to  relieve  the  businesa 
of  the  counltry— their  deposites  were  greatly  increased— 
why  did  they  not  do  itf  The  answer  is,  the  Treasury  order 
prevented.  T^ke  every  species  of  sccnmmodation  which 
they  afforded,  and  the  result  will  make  a  strange  exhibit. 
In  June,  loan*,  diseounta,  exchanges,  and  circulaliom^ 

amounted  lo  .   1136,465,190  14 

In  Novt-mber  to      -         -         .     205,455,738  06 


Increase         -  68,990,537  93 

Bui  if  tile  cipital  in  June  gave  one  hundred  and  ihir^ 
ty-aix  milliona,  that  of  November  ought  to  have  given 
two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  i  (wenty-two  milliona  more 
than  it  did  sfforit,  and  this  with  the  increase  of  depositee. 
We  have  often  been  amused,  if  we  have  not  been  edified, 
by  lengthy  lectures  ;i  hope  the  Senate  wilt  excuse  the 
word)  about  the  curtailmenia  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  mo^t  patriotic  indignation  was  exhibited 
against  it,  for  this  cause.  It  Is  to  be  regretttd  that  some 
of  ihe  denunciations  could  not  nuw  be  directed  to  aootb* 
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e«  quBTter— to  banks  disciplined  into  vone  conduct  by 
iUegal  oedcn  of  the  Secretary. 

But,  Mr.  Pmident*  while  thii  operatioD  wai  ^ng 
on,  and  thcae  banks  withholding  the  aid  whicb  they 
ought  to  have  given,  they  were  acquiring  relations  with 
other  banks,  which  threw  obstacles  in  their  way,  and 
were  o«leuIated  to  make  (hem  do  the  same  thine.  I  have 
not  all  the  means  necessary  to  exhibit  the  actual  conduct 
of  the  other  banksj  but  if  tbey  did  not  ciirtait,  it  was  no 
faalt  of  the  Tressury  order  or  of  the  deposite  banks.  A 
severe  check  was  hekl  over  them.  In  June  there  was  due 
to  the  drpoiitebanks  from  other  banks  |I7,867,869  49 

And  thry  held  ibeir  notes  for    ■     -     10,963,790  43 


In  all  • 

In  November,  due 
Notea 


#38,850,659  91 


■  «26,663,669  70 
-     16,412,324  57 


In  all  •  -  .  -  #43,074,994  27 
A  difference  or  914,334,334  36  in  the  hands  of  the  de- 
posite bsnka,  which  they  might  demand  at  a  moment, 
and  for  wbicli  their  debtors  were  obliged  to  prepare,  by 
wilbhcriding  their  accommodations. 

Nor,  while  these  effects  were  produced,  does  it  ap- 
pear, so  far  ss  specie  alone,  the  panacea  of  the  Senator, 
IS  concerned,  that  (he  circulation  of  these  banks  was  any 
more  safe.  They  had  in  June  ten  and  a  haK  miUiooi  of 
spef»e,  to  less  than  twenty-eight  millions  of  circulation. 
Id  November,  fifteen  and  a  half  to  forty-one  and  a  half 
of  circulation — very  nearly  the  same  proportion. 

But,  should  it  be  objected  that  it  is  not  a  fair  lest  (o 
apply  such  calculations  to  all  the  deposite  banks,  soatter- 
ed  so  widely,  and  so  Tsrious  in  their  eondtlions,  I  answer 
that  this  is  a  queslioo  of  currencyt  that  which  affects  a 
part,  affects  all,  in  a  greater  or  less  degreet  and  the 
mes^  or  tlie  demerit  of  the  Treasury  moTemeot  must  al- 
ways  be  tested  by  its  reaulta  upon  tbe*wikolc,  ind  not  oo 
apart.  Cuuld  it  be  proved  that  it  bad  benefited  the 
Western  binkti,  which  received  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  land,  while  it  bad  injured  .the  rest  of  the  Union, 
it  would  be  a  conclusive  argument  against  it. 

But  let  us  inquire  what  its  effects  have  been  there, 
and  lake-  the  banks  in  Indians,  Illinois,  and  Michigan, 
which  will  test  the  value  of  this  experiment  ss  well  as 
mnj  others. 

These  Ita  June  last  had  a  eapiUl  of     -  #1,938,131  88 
In  November,  of      •         •         -     3,648,375  00 

Increase       ....      #730,153  13 
An  addition  of  about  #77,445,  more  than  one  third  of 
its  amount. 

In  June  they  had  of  specie  -  •  #1,038,581  39 
In  Mitvember  •         •         -     1,536,836  74 


Being  an  increase  of  -         -      #508,355  35 

Now,  this  increase  ts  only  about  #114|000  mm  than 
the^  ought  to  have  had,  without  the  forcing  process 
winch  wu  resorted  to.  It  is  a  amall  sum,  and  at  ordina- 
ry times  might  have  been  acquired  in  four  months  by  a 
capital  of  two  and  a  half  millioas,  without  alarm  or  dis- 
trcas.  It  was  manifestly  rather  tite  means  adopted  than 
the  reautt,  which  agitated  the  etirrency.  U  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  we  have  not  before  been  favored  with  the 
•ctuil  receipta  of  ^leeie  in  the  land  offices,  that  we  might 
compare  tbem  with  former  years,  and  lesrn  two  things: 
1.  Wliat  increase  of  specie  there  has  been  in  (he  re- 
ceipts over  former  years,  in  proportion  to  the  whole 
amounts  received  on  the  sales.  And,  3.  Wlial  was  the 
diminution  in  the  sates  created  by  this  order.  I'hese 
poiDla  would  furnish  salutary  guides  In  fwmingour  judg- 
meuuon  this  topic.  By  (be  report  of  the  Secretary,  re- 
ceived a  few  moments  before  1  ruse  to  address  you,  I 


perceive  that  the  receipts  of  the  four  months,  including 
August  and  November,  were  only  about  #1,800,000. 
Can  it  be  true,  sir,  that  this  was  the  whole  amount  re- 
ceived in  those  four  most  productive  months?  Were 
the  sales  diminished  to  such  an  extent,  and  by  a  mere 
executive  order?  (f  it  besn,  (he  device  to  diminish  the 
sums  to  be  received  by  the  Stales  under  (he  depoute  law 
has  been  eminently  successrul.  How  lar  its  fairness  and 
justice  will  be  approved  by  (he  people  of  the  Union,  re- 
mains for  them  to  decide. 

By  that  report  it  appears  that  (here  was  received  for 
the  sales  of  public  lands  in  Ibeae  four  months,  #1,809,939 

In  August,  during  one  half  of  which  pay* 
mentswereniade  in  bank  notes  as  well  as  specie  #307,456 
In  September       ....  584,693 
In  October  -         .         .         -         .  691,915 
In  November        ....  318,875 
Thus  itappeara  that  in  all  our  Und  offices  #11,419 
were  received  under  the  operation  of  the  order  In  No* 
veraber  more  than  tn  August,  during  half  of  whidi  it 
was  not  in  operation.    Was  it  worth  while  to  derange 
the  currency  and  produce  distreia  and  confusion  for  such 
a  result' 

It  is  apparent,  t  think,  from  this  amount,  that  there 
has  not  been  fair  dealing  in  relation  to  these  paymentsi 
and  whenever  we  shall  receive  an  account  of  the  sales, 
1  do  not  believe  it  will  appear  that  less  than  two  millions 
worth  of  the  land  waasold  witbin  that  period. 

The  depoMte  banks  in  those  three  States  gave  Keom- 
modalion,  by  loans^  discount^  exchanges,  and  circula-- 
tion. 

In  June,  to  .  .  •  ■  #7,519,037  91 
In  November  -        -  9,313,679  78 

Difference  ....  1.693,641  87 
Tbua  it  appears  that  while  their  capita  was  increased 
#77,445  83.  more  than  one  third,  their  uconmodation 
was  iocreaMd  #1M,117  60,  less  than  one  fourth.  How 
docs  tbe  Senator  propose  to  answer  and  expli^n  this  fact? 
Will  he  not  see  in  it  snother  cause  for  (be  pressure?  At 
the  same  time  their  relations  wi(b  other  banks  stood  in 
this  condition:  In  June  (hey  held  dcbtsand  notes  amount- 
ing to  #3,356,149  SO;  in  November,  to  #4,045,755  53i 
a  sufHcient  increase  to  be  wielded  with  great  power.  In 
the  meanwhile,  also,  their  deposites  had  increased  neirly 
#700,000. 

In  the  revkv  of  these  statementa,  it  seems  to  me  thtt 

the  *tlogic  of  figures"  proves  little  that  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Bestos]  attempts  to  establish,  it  shows, 
on  (he  contrary,  that  neither  the  specie  in  tbe  deposite 
banks,  nor  their  accommodations,  have  increased  in  pro- 
portion to  their  capital,  and,  instead  of  benefiUng  the 
operation  of  the  Treasury,  has  injured  the  boriness  and 
facilities  of  the  country. 

But,  Mr.  President,  this  is  not  the  worst  aspect  of  the 
order.  When  it  wu  issued,  the  eommunity  and  all  tbe 
banks  in  the  Union  perceived  (hat  the  de«re  to  purchase 
public  lands  would createastrongefTort  toobtain  specie, 
to  be  used  for  that  purposei  and  (hat  whatever  could  be 
procured  would  be  sent  in  that  direction,  and  deposited, 
and  shut  up  in  a  few  banka  in  the  new  Slates.  Individu- 
als who  posselsed  it  rctwned  it,  in  the  eoniident  hope 
that  its  vMue  wouM  appreciate.  The  banks  retuned  it, 
because  they  could  not  (ell  what  drafts  would  be  made 
upon  them  for  it,  and  whether  a  large  amount  of  their 
ordinary  ctrculaiion  would  not  be  thrown  back  upon 
tliemt  and  (hry  feared  to  extend,  but  ratherfelt  it  neces- 
sary to  contract  their  accommodations.  All  classes  felt 
tliat  it  mubt  deriinge  the  ordinary  course  of  buwncss  and 
commerce,  and,  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  not  choice,  they 
withheld  the  means  from  thenae  of  others. 

The  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Nii>u]  seems 
quite  indignant  that  Uie  terms  "tvnpci^nc^ifij'i^ 
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nnc)"  Bliould  be  ipplied  to  orders  and  effects  like  these. 
Whal  is  it,  sir,  bul  lamperinfr,'  uhen  orders  are  issued 
without  warning,  without  autborilVf  affecting  every  dot* 
kr  of  money  in  the  Union,  and  uunging  the  course  of 
bitatneMf  'Dicre  is  nn  intimatr,  aensitive  reUlion  be- 
tween llie  course  of  biiiineaa  and  the  currency.  You 
cannot  touch  one  part  of  it  without  «flrecting  llie  rrsl. 
Diminish  the  specie  or  raise  Us  price  in  New  Orleans, 
and  it  is  instantly  felt  in  New  York  and  Boston.  An3 
when  the  caube  which  touches  it  is  the  simple  order  of 
the  Executive,  the  sensatinn  is  the  more  deep  and  ap- 
palling. They  wl)o  fee)  it  do  not  know,  and  cannot  an- 
ticipate, what  will  come  nex',  nor  bow  soon  U  will  come; 
distrust,  fear,  apprehension,  guards,  are  the  consequen- 
ces. It  is  far  less  so  when  the  change  is  produced  by 
the  legislative  power.  Its  action  is  more  open,  delib- 
erate, less  changeable,  less  dependent  on  local  causes 
and  the  will  of  one  or  a  few.  1'bis  order  did  change  the 
course  of  business.  It  required  specie  to  be  carried 
from  the  creditor  to  the  debtor  portions  of  the  country  i 
from  the  seats  of  bu»ness  and  wealth,  where  it  was 
wanted,  and  in  constant  action,  to  pointa  where  it  was 
not  wanted,  and  could  not  be  used,  and,  under  exptesi 
ordera,  was  to  be  shut  up. 

II  necessarily  produced  serious  evil  to  the  poor,  while 
it  operated  iesa  upon  the  weahhy.  The  man  in  moderate 
eircumatances  could  not  obtain  his  specie  to  boy  his 
.  amali  tract,  but-by  going  to  a  bank  to  procure  it,  adding 
graatly  to  b'ls  trouble  and  expense.  The  rich  man  could 
obtain  his  tbuutands,  and  make  his  purohasea.  He  could 
turn  over  and  over  again  what  he  had,  by  pajing  i  small 
turn  to  the  broker,  who  was  nearby.  He  could  make 
his  $500  buy  a  tracti  when  deposited,  he  could  borrow 
the  same  |SO0  again,  at  a  business  transaction  premium, 
boj  another  tract,  and  repeat  the  operation  until  he  was 
latisfied.  A  better  device  to  oppreu  the  poor,  and  sub. 
■erve  speculation,  never  was  made.  And  there  ia  no 
hazard  in  saying  (hat  lest  hnd  hu  been  bmight  by  the 
poor  and  the  actual  settler,  in  proportion,  than  under 
the  laws  as  before  administered.  The  same  effect  has 
been  felt  wherever  the  order  has  reached.  The  wealthy 
have  suffered  little.  Their  money  hss  been  worth  to 
tbem  from  two  to  five  per  cent,  per  month.  It  is  an  ez- 
oellcntly  good  specimen  of  the  value  of  those  pretences 
vtucb  luva  raided  popular  opinion,  temporarily.  They 
have  all  terminated,  air,  in  making  "  the  rich  richer  and 
the  poor  poorer" — which  is  one  of  the  despicable  phrasei 
which  disingenuous  fraud  ao  ofien  uses  in  our  country. 

There  is  no  occasion  for  surprise  at  the  state  of  the 
money  market,  and  that  perfectly  solvent  paper  should 
sell  for  from  1^  to  5  per  cent,  per  month. 

But  we  are  assured  that  the  evils  which  the  country 
has  experienced  resulted,  not  from  the  Treasury  «rder 
and  CMCUtiTe  interferrnoe,  but  from  the  deposite  act  of 
last  aesuon.  T  admit,  Mr.  Frendent,  tliat  it  was  a  com- 
bination of  the  order  and  the  execution  of  the  df  potite 
bill,  with  other  cauaes,  which  produced  it|  but  I  deny 
that  the  alitchlest  inconvenience  ouijht  to  have  resulted 
from  the  execution  of  the  latter.  It  wu  an  offensive  law 
to  the  Executive,  and  received  a  reluctant  approval^  and 
it  has  been  ao  treated  as,  if  possible,  to  make  it  unpopu- 
kr  with  the  countryi  and,  as  one  of  its  friends,  I  owe  no 
thanks  to  the  Department  fur  the  blundering  and  mis- 
chievous manner  of  its  execution. 

What  waa  that  law,  and  what  did  it  require  the  Secre- 
tary tu  dot  It  provided  that  tlie  aurplus  which  should 
be  in  Ihe  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  should 
be  divided  among  the  Stitea  according  to  tlieir  number 
of  electoral  votes,  and  that  one  fourth  of  it  nhould  be 
paid  on  the  lat  of  January,  one  fourth  on  the  Ist  of  April, 
one  fourth  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  one  fourth  on  the  1st 
of  OetolKr.  I  was  opposed  to  so  great  delay  in  the  pay- 
nen<,  but  was  overrulcdi  but  I  certainly  did  not  antici- 


pate the  mode  in  which  it  would  be  done.  The  Secre- 
tary has  told  us  that  it  will  amnunt  to  about  thirty-seven 
millions.  Then  the  law  simply  required  the  Secretary 
.io  place  about  nine  millions  of  money  in  twcnty^x 
States,  or  in  places  where  those  Statea  would  be  willing 
to  receive  it,  by  the  Ist  of  January,  The  law  passed  on  - 
the  23d  of  June,  and  the  Secretary  had  six  months  to 
perform  the  operation.  He  had  in  the  Treasury  in  June 
more  than  this  amount,  which  was  not  needed  fur  the 
immediate  wants  of  the  Government,  and  the  revenue 
was  constantly  coming  in,  to  supply  the  place  of  any  sum 
the  position  of  which  might  be  changed.  There  wai 
then  no  obatacle  to  a  transfer  and  depoMte  of  the  sbarei 
of  the  States.  And  what  amount  of  transfers  were  re- 
quired? There  were  deposite  banks  in  all  the  States,  I 
believe,  except  four — New  Jersey,  Delaware,  IHinois, 
and  Arkansas.  These  deposite  banks  being  in  the 
States,  chartered  by  them,  and  having  their  confidence, 
were  the  places  where  Ihe  Statea  would  have  been  wil- 
ling to  receive  their  moneyi  and  the  Secretary  bad  only 
to  leave  or  place  it  there  until  it  was  put  under  Ihe  con- 
trol  and  dispovlion  of  the  Slate  aulhoritie*.  Now,  of 
the  twenty«x  States,  there  were,  as  appears  by  the  pub- 
lie  documents^  fourteen  or  fifteen  which  already  had  in 
their  banks  their  full  share,  and  nf  eourae  no  tranefera 
were  necessary  as  to  them.  All  the  others  (except  the 
four  mentioned  before)  had  a  greater  or  smaller  propor- 
tion of  the  amount,  and  the  balance  only  ¥ras  to  be  trans- 
ferred. And,  with  reopect  to  several  of  theae,  Ihe  Sec- 
retary knew,  or  ought  to  have  known,  that  tiiey  would 
prefer  to  receive  tbeir  mon^  exactly  where  it  was  when 
Ihe  law  passed,  because  drafts  on  it  there  were  at  an  ad- 
vance. There  was  not  more  than  three  and  a  half  mil- 
lions which  it  was  necessary  to  move  at  all.  And  yet 
this  is  the  operation  which  is  charged  with  a  derange- 
ment of  the  currency.  Every  dollar  of  it  might  have 
been  made  to  fall  in  with  the  buainess  of  Ihe  country, 
and  to  give  facilHica  to  it.  None,  at  least  none  to  any 
amount,  rcquirad  actual  manual  transfer.  The  Senate 
knows  how  the  SecreUry  has  dealt  with  it.  Be  hu 
given  transfer  warrants  to  the  bank  which  was  to  receive 
the  money,  and  thus  placed  it  in  their  power  t^  call  for 
it  when  and  in  wlial  currency  they  pleased.  The  pay- 
ing banks,  of  course,  have  been  obliged  to  draw  in  their 
means,  to  be  prepared  for  the  payment.  The  result 
waa  inevitable.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  Ihe  Secretary 
had  simply  given  notice  to  the  paying  banks  that  they 
muat,  by  a  given  day,  say  SOth  of  December,  plabe  the 
sums  required  in  the  banks  to  which  they  were  to  be 
paid,  it  could  have  been  done  without  difficulty  or  de- 
rannment.  Take  an  example;  New  York  had  to  place 
1100,000  in  North  Carolinai  the  bank  in  New  York 
would  purchase  drafts  on  North  Carolina,  and  by  other 
means  obtain  a  credit  on  funds  there  in  the  ordinair 
course  of  its  operations.  The  drafts  paid  in  the  iMRk 
there  would  have  deposited  the  money  there  at  a  profit, 
perhaps,  to  the  paying  bank,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the 
commercial  and  other  relations  between  the  two  places. 
A  simple  notice  that  they  would  purchase  draHs  might 
have  accomplished  it.  And,  once  placed  in  the  banks 
of  the  Stately  the  States  themselves,  in  theii  use  of  it, 
would  hare  been  bound,  both  by  inclination  and  inter- 
est, so  to  bavc  drawn  it  out  and  disposed  of  it  as  not  to' 
injure  or  ea^rrsia  tbeir  own  institations  and  iheir  own 
citizens.  The  same  process  would  hare  been  sufficient 
for  the  subsequent  quarterly  payments. 

Why,  then,  ahould  this  deposite  act  be  charged  wilh- 
any  derangement  of  (he  currency?  with  any  part  of  the 
pressure?  If  it  has  occasioned  any,  it  baa  arisen  from 
the  mismanagement  or  perverseness  of  the  Secretary. 
He  lias  made  this  law  the  means  of  playing  a  game  of 
baltledoor  and  shuttlecock  witb  the  currcncqr  of  the 
CDunti7,  and,  during  the  process  he  has  added  hia 
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Tretmiy  order!  to  shut  up  »  portion  of  the  tpecie,  and 
thus  nuke  "  confhaiqp  worse  confounded."  So  far  ms 
I  emn  understand  the  subject,  I  cannot  approve  his  con- 
duet.  The  order  appears  to  metohavepiaced  thespecie  i 
exactly  where  it  was  least  wanted— created  distrust  and 
vSDt  of  confidence— collected  the  rerenue  where  it  was 
not  needed,  and  from  whence  it  can  only  be  transported 
wHh  expense — and  essentially  deranged  the  exchanges. 
I  do  not  slop  to  prove  that  they  are  deranged,  nor  to 
combat  the  assertions  from  high  places  tliat  they  are  in  as 
good  or  a  better  condition  tlian  for  several  years  past.  No 
man  of  ordinary  capacity  in  the  country  can  or  does  be- 
here  them,  but  all  regard  them  as  the  offspring  of  igno- 
rance or  recklessness.  Nor  shall  I  resist  by  argument  the 
assertion  that  the  order  **  is  conveying  into  the  interior 
large  sums  In  silver  and  gold,  there  to  enter  permanent. 
W  into  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  place  It  on  a 
firmer  foundation.**  I  do  not  believe  that  the  assertion 
is  credited  even  by  tlie  person  who  penned  it.  I  know 
not  who  he  was.  The  Prewdent,  I  feel  assured,  did  not; 
nor,  in  his  atate  of  health,  could  be  have  examined  it 
with  care. 

There  is  one  circumstance  connected  with  the  pre* 
tences,  or,  if  you  please,  reasunsfor  Ibis  order,  which  is 
worthy  of  remark.  They  have  been  acted  on  by  the 
Executive,  either  in  direct  violation  of  the  known  will  of 
Congresf,  or  to  supply  what  were  regarded  as  defecu  or 
omisoons  in  our  legislation.  They  embrace  two  sub- 
jects— the  public  lands  and  the  currency —  neither  of  them 
within  the  const!  lutiunal  control  of  the  Executive;  both 
of  them  before  Con^reu  in  the  session  which  bad  ezpi* 
red  seven  days  before  the  order  was  issued. 

Our  journala  show  that  we  had  under  consideration, 
in  Wioui  forms,  the  proper  disposition  of  the  lands: 
oar  attention  was  invited  to  it  by  the  Execulivet  and  re 
bad  bills  and  speeches  in  abundance  to  guide  us.  A  se- 
lect committee  reported  a  bill  tn  arrest  monopolies  of 
the  public  lands  and  purchases  thereof  for  speculation, 
and  substitute  sales  to  actual  settlers  only,  in  limited 
quantities,  and  at  reduced  prices,  8cc.,  &c.,  (page  4S6|) 
and  H  rested,  I  believe,  without  an  effort  for  iti  passsge. 
We  had  «  bill  to- change  the  mode  of  salea^  and  it  wu 
postponed  indefinitely,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  and 
every  supporter  of  the  administration  voting  to  postpone 
and  defeat  it(  and  yet,  as  soon  as  we  hsd  left  our  seats, 
the  Executive  issued  an  order  to  legislate  on  these  very 
subjects,  and  carry  .out  the  views  uf  a  portion  of  bis  friends, 
but  a  snail  minority  of  the  Sr  nate,  and  against  the  will 
of  Ibe  majority. 

The  currency,  also,  was  the  theme  of  repeated  mo. 
tioni^  disquisitions,  snd  projects.  The  President  had 
pressed  it  upon  Congress.  On  the  10th  June,  CpHge 
430,)  the  Senator  from  Mt^souri  [Mr.  BxHton]  intro- 
duce<l,  on  leave,  the  celebrated  bill  entitled  a  bill  *'  to 
establish  the  currency  of  the  constitution  for  the  Federal 
Government,'**  which  proposed  that  the  Government 
should  refuse  the  notes  of  all  banks  wiiich  issued  those 
of  less  than  820,  after  March,  IBST;  of  «50,  aHcr  March, 
1S38;  oftlOO.  after  March.  1839;  of $500,  afler  March. 
1840(  of  f 1,000.  after  March,  1841;  and  all  notes  of  all 
banka  after  1843.  On  the  37th  June,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wrigtit.  this  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table.  The  same 
Senator,  on  32d  June,  (p»ge  464,)  offertd  a  resolution 
requesting  Ibe  President  "  to  cause  inquiries  to  be  made 
of  the  deposite  banks,  and  of  other  banks  of  good  credit, 
to  Kscerlain  whether  any  of  said  banks,  in  consideration 
of  being  made  or  continued  depositoriet  of  the  public 
moneys,  will  agree  to  enter ^mto  arrangements  to  discon- 
tinue the  use  and  circulation  of  all  paper  currency  of  leas 
denomination  than  $20i  and  also  to  promote  tbe  circula- 
tion of  gold,  by  paying  all  the  currency  issued  by  it  in 
gold  and  silver,  the  proportion  of  each  to  be  at  present 
according  to  tho  best  ebility  of  tbe  bank,  and  eventually 
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one  half  of  each,  the  demander  to  have  the  option  of  one 
half  of  either  metal,  and  the  bank  ibe  other."  This  res- 
olution was  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum. 
and  never  afterwards  disturbed. 

Why  were  these  movements  made  in  the  Legislature? 
If  tbe  Executive  possessed  the  power  under  the  laws, 
why  was  it  not  exercised?  Why  did  tlie  Executive 
wake  up  to  a  knowledge  of  its  rights  and  duties  a  few 
dsys  anerwardsf  Was  it  that  tbe  delusion  of  the  spe- 
cie currency  had  come  to  a  stand,  and  the  people  must 
still  be  blinded  a  little  longer  by  actions,  when  profes- 
sions had  grown  stale?  Was  it  that  a  deposite  bill  was 
to  be  defeated  as  far  as  practicable  in  its  salutary  effects? 

A  still  more  decisive  expression  of  opinion  was  abo 
given  by  Congress  in  the  deposite  bill  itself.  In  the  5th 
section  of  that  act  it  was  declared  that  no  bank  should 
be  selected  or  continued  as  a  deposite  btnk,  which 
should,  after  the  4th  July,  1836,  issue  notes  of  less  de- 
nomination than  $5i  nor  should  the  notes  of  any  bank  be 
received  in  payment  to  the  United  States,  which  issued 
notes  for  less  than  that  sutn.  This  law  established,  as 
clearly  as  law  can,  the  opinion  of  Conf;re8s,  that  bank 
notes  were  to  be  received  for  dues  to  the  Government; 
and  that  it  was  not  wise,  for  tbe  present,  to  cotfine  the 
circulation  to  notes  of  a  larger  denominatkin  tlian  $S. 
And  yet  this  order  was  issued  within  less  than  twenty 
days  afterwards,  forbidding  any  bank  notes  to  be  re- 
ceived fur  the  public  lands. 

Where  was  the  respect  fur  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
Government,  the  only  power  of  regulation  on  this  sub- 
ject, when  its  opinion,  thus  expressed,  was  spurned? 
Did  not  the  Executive  know— had  not  these  proceeding* 
informed  him — what  Congresi  thought  upon  these 
topics?  And  did  it  comport  witit  the  courtesy  due  from 
him  thus  to  spurn  their  opinion,  and  execute  his  own 
purposes?  It  is  painfiil,  sir,  to  contemplate  such  con- 
duct; and  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  it  even  a  "  reluc- 
tant approval" 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  worst  aspect  of  this  order  is 
its  total  illegality.  It  has  nothing  on  which  to  rest  in 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Und.  I  propose  to  ex- 
amine it  fn  that  aBpcolt  and,  in  doing  it,  hope  for  the 
pardon  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  if  r  should  be 
<»>mpelleil  to  use  the  ordinary  process  of  reasoning 
familiar  to  hiwyers.  Re  seems  to  think  very  bad!y  of 
them,  and  rejects  them  as  safe  guides.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  hostility  will  not  lead  him  quite  up  to  the  fumous 
precedent  given  by  Shakspeare,  in  the  times  of  Henry 
VI,  when  Jack  Cade,  the  clothier,  undertook  *'  to  dress 
the  Commonwealth,  and  turn  ii,  and  set  a  new  nap  upon 
it;"  and  promised  to  "apparel  all  the  people  in  one 
livery,  that  they  might  agree  fike  brotheii^  and  worship 
him  their  lord."  Dick,  the  butcher,  thereupon  said  to 
hitn,  *'  The  first  thing  we  dn,  let's  kill  hII  the  lawyers;" 
and  Cade  answered,  "Nay,  that  1  mean  In  do.  Is  not 
this  a  lamentable  thing,  that  of  the  akin  of  an  innocent 
lamb  should  be  made  parchment? — that  parchment  being 
scribbled  o'er,  should  undo  a  tnan?"  If  the  Senator  will 
,  permit  us  to  look  at  a  legal  question  with  legal  lights, 
we  shall  reach  a  conclusion  satisfactory  to  ourselves,  if 
not  to  him. 

[At  this  point  of  Mr.  Southabb's  remarks  the  Senate 
adjourned.  The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  was 
taken  up  the  next  day.  and  the  Treasury  order  not  re- 
sumed until  the  6th  January.  Before  the  adjournment, 
however,  Mr.  Rivis  offered  an  smendment  to  bis  amend- 
ment, which  directed  the  selection  of  the  notes  to  be  ft- 
ceived,  to  be  msde  by  the  banks,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Sfcretary.j 

When  the  Senate  adjourned,  Mr.  President,  I  was 
commencing  the  examination  of  the  legal  right  and 
power  of  the  Executive  to  issue  the  order.  We  must 
regard  it  as  the  act  of  tbe  PresKlc^i.   The.  SecreUry, 
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aware,  I  lupposei  of  iti  qae«tioii«ble  clurRcter,  thou^lit 
it  proper  to  nry  from  the  UMial  fbrm,  and  state  upon  Us 
face  that  it  wis  istued  by  dirreiion  of  the  Pres'iden',  and 
thus  interpose  the  President's  popularity  between  him- 
teir  and  his  appropriate  responsibility.  It  is  an  old 
finesie  of  conscioui  weakness;  and  has  become  the  piti- 
ful resort  of  incompetency  and  error  on  all  occasions, 
and  it  has  generally  proved  sufficient.  The  *'  President 
BUtborized  it,"  la  argument  and  logic  enough;  reuon  has 
no  business,  aHrr  that,  to  intermeddle  impertinently. 
The  Secretary,  doubtlesK,  thought  that  the  Deut  intertat^ 
because  the  dignus  vindiee  nodua,  had  been  fuund.  But 
it  ia  of  little  consequence  to  us  who  was  the  author  of  (he 
act,  provided  we  have  independence  enough  not  to  be 
alarmed  at  the  idea  of  casting  "  censure"  upon  "  Presi- 
dent Jackson."  The  quration- ought  to  be,  not  who 
BUtborized  tbe  order,  but  ia  it  justified  by  law? 

Ita  objects  and  effiecta  are,  to  regulate  tbe  currency 
and  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  they  are  so  de- 
clsred  on  the  face  of  the  order,  in  the  report  of  (he  Sec- 
retary, the  message  of  the  President,  and  the  defence  on 
this  floor.  Neither  of  them  is,  in  its  nature,  or  by  tbe 
principles  of  the  constitution,  under  the  power  of  the 
Executive.  Aware  of  this,  and  unwilling  boldly  todeny  it, 
its  advucatea  do  not  pretend  to  defeocfthe  order  on  the 
broad  eonstitutioiul  rig^t  of  the  President  to  interfere 
*ith  them,  without  the  sanction  and  direction  of  Con- 
gress, but  lake  refuge  under  tbe  laws,  and  endeavor  to 
pervert  them  ti>  ita  defence.  these,  therefore,  they 
must  stand  or  fall.  They  are  mainly  two— tbe  resolution 
of  April,  1816,  snd  tbe  law  of  tbe  34tb  April,  1830,  and 
the  practice  under  them. 

We  are  to  decide  upon  these  by  the  same  rules  which 
regulate  the  coQstnictioa  of  all  other  Ixwst  and,  to  my 
mindp  their  meaning  Is  free  from  all  reasonable  doubt. 
And,  first,  of  tbe  resolution  of  1816.  Tbe  oircumstanees 
under  which  it  was  passed,  the  evil  to  be  remedied,  its 
words,  and  the  action  of  Congress  and  tbe  Treasury  De- 
partment, all  point  clearly  to  one  construction,  and  one 
only. 

The  charter  of  the  old  bank  expired  in  1811{  the  na> 
tion,  during  the  war  of  1812,  had  suffered  severely  from 
tbe  state  of  tbe  eurrencyt  bank  paper  bad  deprei^ated) 
tbe  paper  of  the  Government  had  failed  to  affuill  a  rem- 
edy) the  bank',  in  three  fourths  of  the  Union,  bsd  refii> 
Bed  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie)  the  Treasury  had 
applied  all  the  means  under  ita  control  to  induce  them  to 
resume  specie  payments)  the  dues  of  the  Government 
were  received  in  worthless  paper)  it  was  sccumulating 
'in  their  Treasury)  and  we  ill  recollect  it  in  the  shape  of 
a  million  or  two  of  unavailable  funds.  The  evil  was,  the 
*  refusal  of  the  banks  to  redeem  their  notes  In  specie;  the 
remedy  was,  to  restore  specie  payments.  Ilelief  was  to 
be  found  by  Congress  for  the  evil  was  intolerable. 
"Wise  or  unw'se,  constitutional  or  nut,  they  adopted  the 
expedient  of  chartering  a  b^nk.  They  made  it  the  de- 
pository of  the  public  money,  agreed  to  receive  its  notes, 
and  required  it  to  pay  specie  on  demand.  The  object 
of  its  creation  was  the  restoration  of  specie  payments, 
and  bringing  back  the  currency  to  the  sound  condition 
In  Which  It  had  formerly  been.  The  task  was  difficult, 
and  Congress  was  di&posed  to  aff'ord  all  the  aid  in  Its 
power.  The  charter  was  passed  on  tbe  10th  of  April) 
and  twenty  d<ys  afterwards,  bcfuro  the  adjournment  of 
Congress,  before  a  dollar  was  subscribed  to  the  bank, 
the  resolution  was  passt^,  and  is  entitled  **  A  resolution 
relative  to  the  more  elf^-ctual  collection  of  tbe  public 
revenue."  They  may  be  regarded  as  eotemporaneous 
acts,  both  having  the  same  object  That  ubject  wu  not 
to  require  a!l  the  currency  to  be  specie,  nor  alt  the  dues 
to  the  Government  to  be  paid  in  specie.  Tbe  man  who 
bad  propitsed  either,  at  that  day,  would  have  been  re- 
garded as  laboring  U'Mler  tbe  delirium  of  madnes;.  Tbe 


evil  was  not  that  all  the  currency  wai  not  spede,  for  it 
never  bad  been  so  in  the  history  of  the  Govirnment.  It 
was  not  that  the  Govt^mment  could  not  get  specie  only 
for  its  claims,  for  it  never  had  demanded  specie  only. 
But  it  WIS  that  the  currency  bad  degenerated  into  worth- 
less paper,  and  that  the  Government  was  paid  in  that 
paper)  and  the  object  was  to  restore  the  currency,  and 
obtain  paper  which  would  be  redeemed  on  demandi  to 
compel  Ihe  banks  to  resume  specie  payments.  The  evil 
was  depreciated  ^pert  the  remedy,  to  take  only  that 
which  was  not  depreciated.  It  was  not  intended  to  re- 
store what  ia  called  *<tbe  currency  of  the  constitution." 
It  was  not  to  have  a  currency  altogether  of  gold  and 
stiver,  fur  that  was  utterly  impracticable,  it  was  not  to 
exclude  specie-paying  notes,  but  to  obtain  them.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  wuuld  be  eitraordinary  if  the 
resolution  bore  a  construction  which  would  autboriae  tbe 
Secretary  to  refoae  them  altogether. 

It  haa  two  parts— one  preBcribing  the  duty  of  the  See* 
retary,  and  the  other  expressing  the  opinion  of  Congress 
as  to  tbe  time  within  which  tbe  duly  might  be  accom~ 
plished.  The  first  is  mandatory,  the  aecond  advisory. 
The  first  requires  and  directs  the  Secretary  **  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  cause,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  Uxes,  debts,  or  sums  of 
money,  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  tbe  United 
States,  to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slate?,  as  by  Uw  provided  and  de- 
clared, or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid 
on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  second  part  declares  that  nothing  but  Ihe 
kinds  of  money  so  specified  ought  to  be  received  after 
the  20ih  of  February  then  next.  It  prescribes  four  kinds 
of  money,  either  of  which  the  Secretary  was  at  liberty 
to  receive;  and  be  was  to  receive  none  other  but  those. 
But  had  be  the  power  to  refuse  any  one  of  these?  Could 
he  have  rejected  specie^  Treasury  nutes^  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States?  Knot,  on  what  principle  of 
construction  could  he  reject  the  other,  when  Congrela 
had  pluced  them  on  the  same  footing,  and  directed  bis 
duty  in  the  same  phraseology?  Dues  any  man  bclicTa 
that  Congress  intended  that  he  ahoulJ  refute  them?  Did 
Congress  or  the  Secretary  then  so  understand  it?  Surely 
not.  And  are  we  not  bound  now  to  give  tlie  construe* 
tion  which  waa  then  intended,  and  then  understood,  by 
all  partiea?  At  that  day  there  waa  no  difpute  about  it. 
All  regarded  it  as  directing  the  Secretary  to  receive 
notes  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  specie.  The  then 
Executive,  and  every  Executive  since,  haa  construed 
and  practiaed  upon  it  in  the  same  w>y,  until  the  Uth 
July  last,  when  new  and  strange  light  broke  into  the 
executive  mansion,  and  from  a  source  better  calculated, 
I  fear,  to  mislea  I  than  to  direct. 

The  Senate  will  remark  that  while  the  resolution  pre- 
scribes  Ihe  kinds  of  money  to  be  received,  it  draws  a 
plain  dihtinciton  between  legal  currency  and  the  money 
which  it  would  receive.  The  former  waa  establibhcd  by 
law,  and  was  the  guide  between  creditor  and  debtor,  be- 
tween citixen  and  chiien,  and  the  Government  had  a 
right  to  claim  iU  But  tt  bad  also  a  perfect  rigitt  to 
waive  it,  and  receive  an^  thing  else  in  its  stead.  And. 
in  this  resolution,  it  points  out  three  kindi  of  money 
which  it  would  receive,  which  were  not  legal  currency — 
1'reaaury  notes.  United  States  Bank  nulefi,  and  nott-aof 
other  banks.  We  shall  see  that  this  distinction  is  im- 
portant, in  the  progress  of  this  examination;  and  it  is  be- 
cause it  has  been  overlooked,  that  confusion  has  crept 
into  the  arguments  of  some  of  those  who  defend  this 
order.  The  resolution  has  nothing  to  do  with  eatablish- 
ing  or  declaring  the  legal  currency)  it  deals  only  with, 
and  prescribes  rules  for,  the  payment  of  deb'.s  to  Gov- 
ernment.  They  who  rely  upon  it  ougfit  to  prove  that 
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Congren  had  no  rif^ht  to  decUre  that  the  Governinent 
vould  rcceWe  any  tbinirbut  legal  currency.  Iftbey  had 
ibat  ri^t,  and  have  declared  that  they  will  receive 
tometbing  else,  what  authority  haa  the  Secretary  toaay 
that  nothing  ebe  ahal)  be  received  ?  To  me  it  aeeint 
clear  that,  by  the  wordi  and  expoutton  of  the  rewluiion, 
the  Eieeutirehftd  noantborily  to  refine  notei  of  ipeclc' 
piying  banks. 

Btit  it  has  been  objected  that  ihii  conatniction,  by  im- 
poiing  on  the  Secretary  the  necessity  of  receiving  these 
notes,  compels  him  to  receive  silt  *>i^i  <>f  coume,  to  tike 
notes  of  inconvenient,  or,  perhaps,  insolvent  banks,  and 
that  the  pntetice  has  been  to  select  mni  refuie  lueb  as  he 
aw  Bt.    I  answer,  to  require  him  to  receive  notes  of 
speeie-paying  banks  does  not  compel  htm  to  receive  those 
which  are  not  equal  to  specie  at  the  place  where  they 
are  paid.    It  Is  a  falie  construction  to  lay  that  he  must 
take  such  notes  when  they  are  at  a  discount  t  for  they 
are  not  then  specie-paying  to  the  officer  who  receives 
themi  he  cannot  turn  them  into  specie  without  loss;  they 
are  not  equivalent  to  specie.    He  takes  them  because  he 
can  get  an  equal  aiBount  of  specie  en  demand  for  them. 
This  he  cannot  do  if  the  bank  be  at  a  distance;  its  notes 
are  not  then  worth  specie.  Much  less  can  he  be  required 
to  lake  thMe  the  solvency  of  which  is  Justly  questioned. 
Congress  intended  to  authonze  the  receipt  of  notes 
which  were  convertible  into  specie  without  loss.  It 
would  be  quite  as  correct  to  argue  that  the  Secretary, 
bein^  bound  to  receive  specie,  was  therefore  obliged  to 
receive  that  of  which  he  doubted  the  weight  and  gen- 
ttinenesib  *^  which  could  not  be  pissed  fur  the  amouat 
which  its  dennminalion  indicated.    He  mutt  exercise  his 
jurlgment  whether  the  notes  are  good,  will  be  paid  on 
demand,  and  are  equal  to  specie  where  they  are  offered. 
Beyond'ihis  he  haa  no  discretion.  Besides,  the  order  which 
we  are  considering  does  not  direct  the  rejection  of  those 
notes  only  which  are  suspiciouv,  of  banks  ata  distance, 
and  which  are  at  a  discount,  but  of  all  notes,  the  very 
best,  those  of  banka  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  and 
which  could  be  converted  Into  specie  without  delay  and 
wilhoat  costt  and  to  prove*  if  he  receive  all,  that  he  may 
reeeiveaome  which  are  not  of  full  value,  isan  odd  mode 
of  reuoning  to  reach  the  conclusion  that  he  nay  reject 
all. 

But,  if  this  inconvenience  do  eiikt  in  the  rule,  we  must 
recollect  that  we  are  discussing,  not  its  policy  and  eipe- 
dtency,  but  iis  meaningt  not  what  the  law  ought  to  be, 
but  what  (he  law  is,  and,  of  course  the  power  and  duty 
of  the  Executive  in  regard  to  it.  If  he  have  not  the 
power  by  law,  it  should  be  denied  to  him.  If  the  law 
be  not  right,  let  Congr«M  amend  it. 

But,  Hr.  Preridrnt,  I  deny  the  very  foundation  of  the 
srgument  in  support  of  this  ordert  the  point  from  which 
it  starts  and  at  which  it  ends.  It  rests  on  the  assumption 
that  giild  and  ailver  are  the  currency  of  the  constitution, 
and  thence  it  is  inferred  that  the  resolution  is  to  be  con< 
atnied  in  relation  to  it,  and  that  the  Executive  is  juitifia- 
ble  In  restoring  it  by  his  orders  and  regulations  to  the 
country.  There  ia  no  such  thing  as  a  currency  ofthe 
constitution  in  any  other  sense  than  that  which  regards 
all  matters  whithin  the  legitimate  powera  of  Congress  as 
constitutional.  In  that  senie,  (he  courts,  the  depart- 
ments, the  customs,  are  the  courts,  depsrlments,  and 
customs,  of  the  constitution.  The  constitution  has  pro* 
vided  no  current  for  the  Union.  The  5lh  item,  8ih 
section,  of  the  1st  article,  sa>  s  that  •'  Congress  slisll  have 
power  to  coiu  money,  and  regulate  the  value  thereof 
and  of  foreign  coins."  U  may  coin  money,  and  nwy 
prcfcribe  its  values  it  msycnin  gold,  ailver,  copper,  tin, 
iron,  whatever  it  pleases,  and  plsce  what  value  upon  it 
It  sees  fit.  Tlie  power  is  unrestricted  and  unlimited. 
It  is  the  power  to  create  a  currency  for  the  Union,  ac- 
cording to  the  Condition  and  oecesutiei  of  the  Union. 


The  confederation  bad  no  currency;  and,  until  Con|rresa 
exercised  the  power,  the  Union  had  no  currency.  When 
it  did  exercise  it,  it  created  a  currency  in  conformity 
with  the  conaiilutiwi,  but  in  no  other  aense  the  currency 
of  the  constitution.  It  might  have  established  other  met- 
als as  coins,  have  given  them  different  values,  have  re- 
quired gold  and  silver  to  pass  at  a  higher  or  lower  stand- 
ard, and  they  would  have  been  equally  the  currency  of 
the  constitution  as  they  now.are.  Congreu  has  changed 
the  fineness  and  standard  value  of  coina,  and  might  have 
changed  them  still  more,  and  been  equally  within  its 
conatitutional  powers.  The  cant  phrase  "  currency  at 
the  constitution,*'  means  nothing  more  nor  less  than  tha 
currency  which  Congress  has  established  in  virtue  ofthe 
authority  conferred  upon  it,  and  which  it  may  alter  at 
pleasure.  It  might,  st^ar  as  its  power  is  concerned, 
have  established  any  other.  Gold  4ind  silver  are  the  le- 
g^l  currency,  the  current  money,  and  are  constitutional 
only  because  they  have  been  "made  legal;  but,  without 
an  act  of  Congress,  ihey  would  have  been  no  currency. 
There  is,  sir,  another  provision  on  this  subject  in  the 
same  article,  leelion  10,  itcin  li  '*No  State  shall  coin 
money,  emit  bills  of  credit,  nor  make  any  thing  but  gold 
and  silver  a  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts."  The  rea- 
sons for  this  provision  are  abundantly  found  in  the  histo- 
ry ofthe  Uevolution  and  ofthe  confederation.  The  power 
was  wiaely  Uken  from  the  States;  the  control  of  Con- 
gresB  was  intended  to  be  complete.  One  Senator  f  Hr. 
BccxAsix]  has  said  that,  by  some  Mrann  accident, 
Congreas  bad  lost  all  control  in  regard  to  the  currency. 
It  is  Bo,  and  it  is  extraordinary  that  hia  memory  does  not 
direct  htm  to  that  accident.  But  the  conatitution  waa 
not  created  in  that  spirit,  nor  with  that  view.  With  Con- 
greas the  regulation  of  the  currency  is  a  question  not  of 
power,  but  of  policy;  with  the  States  it  II  a  question  not 
of  policy,  but  of  power.  Congress  wisely  esublished  a 
currency  of  gtdd  and  silver,  and  made  Ibem  a  legal  ten- 
der at  a  standard  nearly  corresponding  with  that  of  the 
nations  with  whom  we  have  most  commercial  intereoursei 
and  in  ihia-reipeet  Us  duty  waa  well  done,  and  its  policy 
will,  I  trust,  never  be  changed.  But  it  had  the  power 
to  create  another  medium  and  another  stsndard.  I 
should  not  have  thought  these  remarks  necessary,  if  we 
had  not  incessantly,  for  two  or  three  yeara  past,  heard 
ofthe  currency  of  the  constitution  in  bills  and  speechei 
which,  however  unaound,  seem  to  have  been  suited  to 
the  political  market.  I  proceed  to  examine  the  action 
of  Congresa  upon  this  subject. 

1  be  Uw  of  the  3I$t  of  July,  1789,  the  fifth  upon  your 
siatute  book,  regulating  the  collection  of  duties,  direcU 
that  they  shall  be  "  received  in  gold  and  silver  coin  only," 
at  the  following  rates:  The  gold  of  France,  England, 
Spain,  and  Portugal,  and  all  other  gold  of  equal  fineness 
at  89  cents  for  every  pennyweight)  the  Mexican  dollar 
a(  100  cents;  a  crown  of  Prance  and  of  England  at  $1  11, 
and  all  other  niver  of  equal  fineness,  at  $1  11  per  ounce. 
This  law  is  referred  to  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  his  report  of  the  26!h  April,  1836,  and  he  seems  to 
consider  it  as  a  recognition  by  Congress  that  gold  and 
silver  alone  were  a  legal  tender,  and  alone  ought  to  he 
received  for  does  to  the  Government.  Speaking  of  the 
authority  to  dirrct  what  money  shall  be  received  for  pub- 
lic lands  he  says:  **  This  Department  entrrtaiiia  the 
opinion  that  Congress  alone  possesses  that  authority  in 
the  firat  instance,  to  be  enforced  by  the  Treasury  as  ibe 
chief  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  under  such  con- 
structions of^ the  laws  relating  to  the  subject  as  seem 
reasonable.  An  authority  of  this  kind  h  as  accordingly 
exercised  by  that  body  as  early  as  1789,  by  requiring  all 
duties  on  foreign  imports  to  be  'received  in  gold  and 
silver  only,'  by  subsequently  directing  payment  for  the. 
public  land9  to  be  made  in  *  cash,'  and  by  oflen  rect^ 
nising  the  principle  countenanced  in  the  constitution  (in 
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the  prohibition  of  any  Slate  to  '  make  any  tiling;  but  goU 
and  ailver  coin  a  tendtcr  in  payment  of  d«bt&')  that  such 
a  ctrin  alone  ihouM  grnermlly  be  permitted  to  be  used  ai 
a  legal  tender  either  by  or  to  th«  United  Stitet."  A 
more  muddy  phrascolo^  could  n6t  well  be  found  than 
this  of  our  Secretary,  and  he  shall  be  my  Magnus  Apollo 
who  will  construe  it  by  any  known  rules,  tie  seems, 
however,  to  aMcrt  that  Congress  had  orien,  and  especial- 
ly  by  the  act  of  1789,  recognised  the  principle  that  gold 
and  silver  alone  riiould  be  used  aa  money  with  which  to 
pay  to  the  Government.  He  makes  a  great  mistake. 
Congress  has  never  recognised  that  principle,  and  in 
that  act  had  no  reference  to  legal  currency  or  legal  ten- 
ders. They  were  deciding  only  what  they  would  receive 
f>r  the  duties.  A  legal  currency  was  not  established 
until  the  Sd  of  April,  1793,  nearly  three  years  afterwardsi 
«nd  they  directed  the  receipt  of  coins  which  never  have 
been  made  a  Uwful  lender:  the  crown  of  England,  and 
si!  other  gokl  and  silver,  not  enumerated  in  our  lavs, 
giving  currency  to  foreign  coins.  That  act  eatabliihei 
imly  that  Conj;ress  drew  a  distinction  between  legal  cur- 
rency and  the  moneys  which  they  were  willing  to  re- 
ceivet  but  it  does  not  rrcognise  a  currency,  nor  prescribe 
to  its  agenta  the  rule  that  such  coins  alone  aa  have  since 
been  made  a  legsl  tender  "  should  generally  be  permit- 
ted  to  be  used  as  a  legal  tender  either  by  or  to  the  Uni- 
ted Statea."  The  first  reference  fails  the  Secretary. 
He  must  not  reat  upon  this  law  to  justify  him  in  the  pre* 
tence  that,  by  the  order  of  11th  July^,  be  was  carrying 
out  the  expressed  will  of  Congress. 

He  teems  to  admit — and  I  use  the  word  uemt  with 
becoming  caution — he  aeems  to  admit  that  there  waa  no 
direct  action  of  Congress  on  this  subject  of  payments  to 
the  Governmetit,  from  this  law  of  1789,  to  the  charter  of 
the  hank  and  Ute  resolution  of  1816.  irtbat  be  so,  there 
w^B  then,  up  to  the  latter  period,  no  declaration  by  Con- 
gress that  the  legal  currency  alone  should  be  received 
for  dues  to  the  Government,  and  no  direction  or  will  of 
Congress  to  be  carried  out  by  the  action  of  the  Execu- 
tive. And  the  practice  aa  to  the  rt-ceipla  was  directly 
the  re\-ene  of  the  order  of  the  1 1th  July.  Almost  im- 
mediately afRsr  the  Uw  of  1789,  as  soon  as  the  collec- 
tions commenced  under  it,  Ur.  Hamilton,  the  then 
Secretary  of  itie  Treasury,  received  into  the  depositories 
of  the  Treasury  noles  of  bankf  which  were  convertible 
into  specie.  He  took  care  that  they  should  be  notes  of 
Solvent  banks — convertible — equal  to  specie  where  they 
were  received.  Our  Secretary  considers  this  as  a  modi- 
fication  of  the  enactments  and  principles  of  the  law. 
What  right  had  Mr.  Hamilton  to  modify  the  law?  He 
did  no  such  thing.  He  knew  that  Congress  intended 
rather  to  prescribe  the  value  to  be  received  than  the 
mediiim  in  which  the  duties  should  be  paid(  that  the  ob- 
ject was  to  receive  specie  or  its  equivalent.  Hia  eon- 
atruction  was  known  to  and  sanctioned  by  Congress,  and 
it  became  the  aettled  practice — the  common  law  of  the 
Government  and  continued,  with  every  legal  sanction, 
frtim  his  day  down  to  (lie  resolution  or  1816{  and  I  know 
of  no  authority  wliich  could  change  it  without  the  com- 
mand of  Congress. 

During  the  war  of  1812,  and  after  its  termination,  the 
banks  south  and  west  uf  New  York  suspended  specie 
paymenti^  and  yet  their  notes  were  received  by  the  Gov- 
ment.  It  wav  uf  necessity,  not  choice;  but  it  proves  the 
practice,  and  confirms  the  anserlion  that  the  Secretary 
and  the  advocates  uf  this  ot^der  are  in  error  when  they 
suppose  thai  there  was  any  thing  which  required  gold 
and  silver  only  to  be  rtceived  for  dues  to  the  Ooverji- 
ment  prior  to  1816.  The  practice  itself  had  the  force  of 
Liw,  and  Congress  alone,  in  whom  rested  the  eontrol  of 
.  the  currency  snd  of  the  Trensury  of  the  nation,  could 
-  alter  it.  An  interference  with  it  by  the  Kzecutire  was 
u  UMmptton  of  undelegated  wtboritjr. 


There  is  nothing  in  our  laws  or  practice  to  impugn 
this  view,  unless  it  be  the  act  of  3d  April,  1792,  estab* 
liahing  the  mint,  and  the  lawa  making  foreign  coins  a 
lawful  currency.  That  act,  section  16,  (1  Laws,  367,) 
declares  that  **  all  the  gold  and  silver  coins  which  ^ft 
have  been  struck  at,  and  issued  from,  the  said  mint,  shall 
be  a  lawful  tender  in  all  payments  whatsoever,"  &c. 

But  this  merely  establishes  the  currency — the  lawful 
tenderi  and  has  notliing  to  do  with  the  question  what  the 
Government  will  receive  fur  ita  dues.  Hiat  it  is  to  be 
decided  by  llie  practice  and  by  other  laws,  and  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  no  lawful  authority  to  violate  that  practics 
and  tliose  laws.  The  laws  relating  to  foreign  coins  as  b 
legal  tender  commenced  with  the  act  of  9th  February, 
1793. 

It  declares,  1.  That  the  gold  coins  of  England,  por* 
tugal,  Frjnce,  and  Spain,  shall  pass  current  as  money, 
at  the  rates  then  fixed,  as  shall  also  the  Spanish  milled 
dollar  and  Its  parts,  until  three  years  after  the  mint  shall 
commence  to  coin,  after  which  only  the  Spanish  milled 
dollar  and  its  part)  were  to  pass  cut  rent. 

This  coin  had  been  the  common  currency  before  this 
act,  and  is  the  only  one  which,  through  all  changes  and 
at  all  times,  has  been  a  lawful,  recognised  tender  between 
eitiun  and  citisen.  But  ihia  act,  section  3,  directly  rec- 
ognises the  rigiit.  of  the  United  Slates  to  receive  other 
foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  in  payment,  and  directs  the 
officers  who  receive  them  to  send  them  to  the  mintto  ba 
recoined.  llius  establishing  the  fact  that,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  fixing  the  currency,  they  received  what  was  not 
made  lawful,  and  therefore  no  argument  can  be  drawn 
from  the  currency  to  justify  the  act  of  the  Secretary. 
He  must  look  only  to  those  laws  and  resolutioni  which 
relate  to  the  moneys  which  the  Government  has  agreed 
to  reedve.  Under  tliii  law  all  foreign  coins  would  have 
ceased  to  be  a  lawful  tender  three  years  after  the  mint 
went  into  operation.  This  period  was  fixed  by  a  proc- 
lamation of  the  Presidenl.  dated  23d  July,  1797.  to  be 
fur  silver  cnin«,  except  Spsnith  milled  dollars,  on  the 
15lh  October,  1797,  and  fur  gold,  un  the  3Ut  July, 
1798.  (See  5  Laws,  appendix.  511.)  But  the  law  was 
suspended  Trom  time  to  time,  although  no  alieratiun  was 
made  in  the  foreign  coins  which  should  be  received, 
until  the  act  of  the  25lh  June,  1834,  which  added  the 
dollar  of  \lex'.eo,  Peru,  Chili,  and  Central  America,  and 
that  reatamped  in  Brazil,  and  the  (ive*franc  piece  of 
Francet  which  then  became  a  legal  tender.^  But  atlll, 
other  foreign  coins  were  received  by  the  Government, 
and  still  are  received. 

We  have,  then,  the  practice  and  the  lawa  up  to  the 
passage  of  the  resolution  uf  1816,  and  find  nothing  tu 
justify  the  Secretan'  in  hia  order. 

The  chsracter  of'^lhat  resolution  has  been  considered, 
and  we  have  tn  inqiure  whether  the  practice  rince  com- 
ports with  the  ctinatruction  which  I  have  put  upon  it. 
The  first  action  under  it  was  by  Hr.  Crawford,  and  his 
conduct  is  referred  to  as  suthoriiy  for  this  order. 

I  am  not  the  assailant  of  Mr.  Crawford,  nor  his  apolo- 
giiit  fur  any  errors  which  be  may  have  committed.  I 
waa  not  his  advocate,  and  to  this  hour  have  been  made 
to  feel  the  penalty  of  my  offence.  I  leave  his  defence 
to  those  wlio  were  his  particular  friends  in  bis  pulmy 
days — some  of  whom  have  strangely  changed  poaitiona 
since  that  lime.  I  thought  he  sometimes  stretched  the 
law  beyond  the  meaning  uf  the  law,  but  he  did  nothing 
un  this  subject  which  could  be  a  juatification  for  this 
order. 

He  had  been  compelled  to  receive  depreciated  paper, 
for  there  was  nothing  else'  in  which  the  Government 
could  be  paid.  He  was  a  good  democrat — the  very 
model  of  those  who  now  claim  the  namei  yet  he  used 
ail  the  power  of  influence  and  uf  argument  to  induce 
Congress  to  charter  the  late  bank.  ^Hia  argument  in  iu 
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fiiTor  11  one  of  hit  ablMt  effbrti.  He  bad  to  kid  ihkt 
bank  in  restoring  the  currency  of  the  country  to  a  aouml 
condition;  and  the  resolution  of  1816  waaenacted  to  g^ve 
him  countenance  and  support.  It  was,  of  eours**,  hit 
duty  to  go  as  far  as  that  resolution  authorised  btm  to  got 
and  the  point  at  whicli  he  stopped  bia  tuccetsora  ought 
to  bare  hesitated  to  pass. 

ThK  Secretary,  in  bia  report  of  36tb  April  last,  see  mi 
in  some  lUfficulty  to  give  us  a  correct  and  aafit  history  of 
bit  aeis,  on  account  of  the  burninf?  of  the  Treaaury. 
Fire  aeenia  to  be  either  a  warm  friend  or  a  desolating 
enemy  to  the  existing  adminisi ration.  It  will  afford  or 
avoid  many  an  explanation,  when  errors  and  corruptions 
are  alleged  against  it.  ft  may  truly  be  said  to  be  trn  ad- 
miniatmtii^n  purified  and  cleansed  by  fire.  Dut  enough 
remains  on  this  point  to  citable  us  (o  understand  Mr. 
Criiwfbrd's  conduct  correctly. 

Under  that  resolution,  and  the  law  elurtertng  the 
bank,  he  was  bound  by  his  duly  to  receive  and  pLce  in 
that  bank  the  public  moneyst  and  to  receive,  after  the 
20th  February,  1817,  nothing  but  specie,  Treanury 
notes,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  or  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks.  To  eflect  ibis  end,  he  had  to 
deal  with  banks  which  had  refused  Npecie  for  their  notes, 
liatl  resumed  il,  and  suhsequently  stopped  sg^in. 

He  did  not  direct  that  notes  of  s)>eeie  banks  sliuuld  be 
refused,  but  gave  directions  that  the  officers  aliouln  not 
receive  notes  which  would  nut  he  received  by  the  Bank 
of  ihe  United  States,  in  which  lie  had  to  deposile  them, 
and  by  which  they  were  to  be  credited  and  paid,  either 
in  their  own  nutca,  or  in  specie.  What  less  could  he 
have  done  to  perform  his  dutyf  He  fiirllier  requested 
the  depositors  to  give  nolice  to  the  receivers  what  notes 
they  would  so  consider.  This  was  Justifiable,  because 
Congress  htd  created  the  depusitun,  ind  had  required 
the  treasure  to  be  placed  in  it,  and  had  not,  at  the  aame 
time,  required  (hat  depository  to  receive  any  money  but 
that  which  it  was  willing  to  receive.  The  Secretary 
could  accomplish  the  two  great  objects  of  his  duty — to 
aid  in  compelling  the  banks  to  resume  specie  payments, 
aod  thereby  restoring  a  anind  currency,  and  to  deposile 
Ihe  public  money  in  the  Treasury  provided  fur  it— in  no 
other  way. 

Hut,  when  this  esample  it  cited  by  the  Secretary  and 
by  Senator!,  do  they  not  perceive  the  strong  contrasts 
between  the  acts  of  ISir  and  of  1836?  When  the  or. 
dur  now  under  considemtiou  was  issued,  there  was  no 
obligation  on  the  Secretary  tn  restore  a  currency  already 
tound,  at  least  not  declared  to  be  unsound  by  Congress, 
and  there  was  no'  Treasury  designated  by  Congress 
which  had  refused  to  receive  the  notes  which  the  Secre- 
tary has  rejected. 

The  precedent  manifestly  does  not  sustun  the  act. 

Mr.  Crawford  did  nut  forbid  sll  Bpecte-p»j'ing  notes; 
he  only  required  that  those  received  should  be 
equivalent  to  specie  where  they  were  paid;  and  all  bia 
regulations  were  governed  by  two  cotisKierationa — 

1.  To  receive  all  the  kindd  of  money  mentioned  in 
the  letolution  of  Congressi 

3.  To  take  the  notes  of  banka  in  such  way  that  they 
could  be  received  into  the  Treasuryi  and  Uiat  no  money 
abould  be  lost  by  taking  notes  of  insolvent  banks. 

Hr.  Crawford  did  receive  notes  of  specie-paying 
banks.  This  he  cuuld  nut  have  done,  if  the  laws  and 
resolutions  of  Congress  required  only  gold  and  silver. 
The  ptirase  "currency  of  the  eonstitulion"  bad  not 
then  acquired  its  potency  in  Congre>^f,  nor  among  the 
people!  nor  had  the  adroit  reformers  of  thiit  currency 
undertaken  to  restore  it  **  for  the  Federal  Government." 

The  acts  of  Ur.  Crawford  were  called  in  cj^iettion, 
and  he  waa  accused  and  tried — and  a  verdict  of  acquit- 
tal pronounced.  His  defence  gave  him  more  reputation 
than  any  other  production  of  hit  life;  and  if  one  who 
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hears  roe  were  absolved  from  his  honorary  obligation  to 
secrecy,  1  doubt  not  he  could  tell  us  when,  and  wherci 
and  by  whose  aid,  that  production  wat  prepared,,  and 
how  that  reputation  was  acquired. 

In  thai  trial,  which  took  place  before  a  most  able  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  which  Mr. 
Livingston  was  chairman,  and  Mr.  Webster  one  of 
the  members,  ihe  conduct  of  Hr.  Crawford  was  investi- 
gated, and  their  report  is  given  in  the  documents  of  the 
House  of  Repreaentalives. 

It  appeara  by  it  that  the  chief  complaint  was,  not  that 
Mr.  Crawford  received  the  notes  of  the  specie-paying 
banks,  or  of  atiy  bank*,  but  that,  after  they  were  receiv- 
ed, he  deposited  the  money  in  insolvent  banks,  and 
thereby  lost  it;  and  that  he  made  corrupt  bargains  to 
give  these  State  banks  too  much  for  receiving  and  trans* 
ferring  the  public  money.  But  neither  bis  accuser  nor 
the  committee  ever  dreamed  that  it  waa  his  duty,  under 
the  Uwa  then  in  force,  or  under  the  resolution  of  1816, 
to  refuse  notes  and  demand  specie.  That  very  asge 
notion  was  reserved  for  these  times,  when  Ihe  ipar^ere 
voces  ambif^at  is  the  creed  of  the  popular  politician  i 
K'hen  gold  and  silver  have  been  converted  into  "t)ie 
currency  of  the  constitution,"  and  men  rest  their  claims 
to  popular  confidence  on  the  unworthy  cry  of — gold, 
gold,  silver,  silveri  no  United  States  Baokt  no  United 
Statea  Rankt  the  poor  against  the  rich;  the  poor  against 
the  rich! — et  idgtmuomnt. 

No  United  Slates  Bank,  sir!  The  hour  is  approach- 
ing rapidly  when  a  different  language  will  he  held;  when 
the  successors  of  those  who  have  made  profit,  in  money 
and  honom,  by  these  impositions  on  popular  credulity, 
wilt,  under  another  name,  perhaps,  and  by  more  spe- 
cious devices^  restore  the  substance,  if  not  the  form,  of 
that  great  controller  and  purifier  ofibe  currency.  And 
I,  «r,  fur  one,  ahaU  rejoice  when  that  hour  arrives,  pro* 
vided  the  object  be  boldly,  manfully,  and  frankly  avow< 
ed  and  accomplished,  without  local  and  personal  objects, 
and  with  a  single  eye  to  the  permanent  and  bating  inter- 
ests of  the  nation. 

The  precedent  of  1817,  sir,  proves  only  that  Hr. 
Crawford  and  the  then  Biecutive  considered  themselves 
bound  to  receive  bank  notes  which  were  equivalent  to 
spedc  where  they  were  paidi  and  that  he  gave  direc- 
twnt  to  the  receivers  and  the  depositories  to  take  them 
wherever  tbey  were  equivalent  to  specie;  and  it  con- 
demns the  bold  assumption  of  the  order  of  11th  July, 
which  refuses  all  notes  and  demands  upecieonly,  without 
legal  sanction  for  the  usurpation  of  power — a  usurpation 
perpetrated  under  advice  which  would  destroy  sny  ad* 
ministration,  because  it  inflicU  injuries  which  an  intelli- 
gent nation  cannot  and  will  npt  bear. 

The  subsequent  history  of  the  practice  under  this  res- 
olution has  been  most  unskilfully. told  by  the  Secretary, 
in  his  report  before  referred  to,  and  has  been  unadvised- 
ly adopted  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  It  is 
suted  that  Mr.  Crawford,  in  eighteen  hundied  and 
twenty-three,  extended  the  indulgence  of  receiving  at 
the  Western  banks  notes  of  certain  banks  on  the  seaboard. 
The  indulgence— why,  sir,  that  indulgence  was  nothing 
more  nor  Test  than  receiving  for  lands  and  other  duet  in 
the  West  the  notes  of  banka  which  were  not  only  worth 
specie,  but  which  were,  at  theplacesat  which  they  were 
received,  the  very  best  funds  which  the  Government 
could  obtain.  They  were  notes  of  banks  the  drafts  on 
which  were  at  a  premium.  It  was  the  receipt,  not  of 
actual  specie,  but  of  that  which,  for  the  uaea  of  tiie  Gov* 
ernment,  «aa  worth  more  than  specie.  Thtt  is  a  sin- 
gular kind  of  indulgence,  and  an  odd  kind  of  argument 
to  show  that  the  Treasury  has  the  power  to  refuse  all 
notes  of  all  specie-paying  bunks.  The  resolution  of  1816 
requires  the  Secretary  to  receive  spe,cis-paying  notes; 
he  receives  those  of  the  local  ba^  and  of  banks  on 

Digitized  byLnOOgIC 


195 


196 


Treatury  Cireuhr. 


[Dkc.  39,  1836. 


which  drafts  m  At  a  immiun))  >nd  this  is  the  indulgence 
of  receiving  notes  instead  of  specie,  and  a  proof  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  nny  refuse  alt  notcb!  Logi- 
cal reasoning,  this. 

But  I  beg  to  inquire,  if  Ihe  law  of  1820,  the  resolution 
of  1816,  or  any  thing  elw,  required  specie  only  (o  be  re- 
ceived, how  could  Mr.  Crawford,  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  twentj'lhree,  direct  notes  of  Eastern  banks  to  be  re- 
ceived at  the  land  offices  in  the  West*  The  argument 
must  cut  both  wa)  s.  It  must  prove  that  the  legal  cur- 
rency, only,  "ought  generally  to  be  permitted,"  and 
yet  that  the  Secretary  hat  the  right  todirect,  by  way  of  in* 
dulifence,  the  notes  of  any  banlcs  lie  aeletita  to  be  received . 

We  are  thus  brought  to  the  law  of  24th  April,  1820. 
To  conitriie  it  correctly  it  is  necessary  that  we  should 
recollect  Ihe  previous  legislation. 

The  old  Congresf,  on  the  SOtb  VUy,  1785,  had  direct- 
ed certain  of  the  public  lands  to  be  sold,  and  fixed  the 
price  at  one  dollar  in  specie,  or  loan  office  certificates 
reduced  toipecir,  or  certificstrs  of  liquidated  debts  of 
the  United  States.  Tlie  provision  was  necesiary,  be- 
cause there  was  then  no  other  currency  but  specie  and 
depreciated  paper.  The  sole  object  was  to  secure  a 
specified  value  or  the  land  sold. 

Several  changes  were  made,  but  none  affecting  the 
c|ueation  under  dncuasion,  until  Congress,  after  the  estab- 
lishDwnt  of  tiie  Federal  Government,  on  the  IBth  May, 
1796,  passed  a  law  directing  aules  of  certain  parts  of  the 
land,  and  Ihe  terms)  but  it  uses  the  expres«on,  money— 
purehoMt-monty,  without  designation  of  Icind. 

The  act  of  3d  March,  1797,  establishes  Ihe  rales  at 
which  the  evidences  of  public  debt  shall  be  received  in 
payment  for  lands. 

The  law  of  10th  May,  1800,  says  thst  *'  payment  may 
be  made  for  the  same  by  all  purchasers,  either  in  specie 
or  in  evidences  of  the  public  debt,"  &c- ,  accordii  g  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1797.  These  acts  are  similar  to 
that  of  1789,  respecting  the  cuktoms,  and  were  under- 
stood and  practised  on  in  the  same  way.  Thus  far  sales 
had  been  on  eredilt  and,  notwithstamliiig  the  phraseolo- 
fn,  the  Secretary,  with  the  knowledge  and  approbation 
of  Congress  received  notes  of  banks  as  equivalent  to 
apecie;  Ihe  terms  being  regarded  as  fixing  ihe  amount 
to  be  received,  not  the  kind  of  money. 

Next  came  Ihe  resolution  of  1816;  and,  whatever  may 
have  previously  been  the  construction,  it  expressly  au- 
thorized llie  receipts  to  be  in  notes  of  specie-paying 
banks.  And  this  resolution,  and  the  practice  under  it, 
were  in  full  force  when  this  act  of  34(h  April,  1830,  waa 
passed. 

Did  tlus  act  repeal  the  resolution  of  1816,  and  require 
the  payments  to  be  only  in  specie? 

It  is  so  Bu^ested  by  the  Secrelary,  and  so  argued  by 
several  Senators. 

The  Secretary  says  lliat  directing  payments  to  be 
made  in  "  cash,"  countenanced  the  idea  that  such  coin 
alone  should  be  generally  permitted  to  be  received.  And 
two  Senators  argue  that  cash  payments  can  mean  only 
payoKnts  in  the  lawful  tender. 

They  all  look  to  the  4th  section,  and  to  llie  word  cotft, 
as  their  guide,  and  overlook  Ihe  2d  section,  which 
is  more  important,  to  fix  the  meaning  ofthe  luw.  It  re- 
lates to  all  saks  of  the  public  lands:  the  4lh  only  to 
resales  of  lands  forfeited  for  nuii.payment.  It  provides 
thar,  in  all  sales,  no  credit  shall  be  allowed  af^rr  the  1st 
of  July  of  that  year;  "  but  every  purchaser  at  public  sales 
■hall,  on  the  day  of  purchase,  make  complete  payment 
therefor,  and  purchasers  at  private  sales  shall  produce 
to  the  register  a  receipt  from  the  Treasurer  of  (he  United 
States,  or  from  the  receiver,  for  the  amount  of  the  pur- 
chase-money," &c.  It  is  perfectly  apparent  that  this  sec- 
tion relates  only  to  the  time  of  payment,  and  not  at  all 
to  the  currency  in  which  payment  should  be  made.  The 


lands  had  been  sold  on  credit;  evils  had  resulted  from  it, 
and  Congress  declared  that  no  more  credits  shall  be  giv- 
en, but  complete  payment  be  made  on  the  day  of  sale. 
The  object  was  lo  reduce  the  price  to  %\  25,  and  to  re- 
quire cash  svles;  and  they  say  nothing  of  specie  or  law- 
ful tender,  or  currency  of  the  constitution.  This  matter 
they  lefl  as  it  was  beforet  and  this  we  have  seen  u  as 
payment  in  specie  or  notes  known  to  CongreM,  long 

Eractised  and  justified  by  the  resolution  of  1816.  If  they 
ad  intended  to  change  Ihe  mode  of  payment  they  would 
have  so  said.  I'liey  did  not,  and  the  practice  continued 
until  the  11th  July  last  uninterrupted. 

Does  the  4th  section  alter  this  general  provision  for 
the  sales  of  all  the  public  land,  and  prescribe  a  different 
rule  for  the  sales  of  the  furfeited  lands?  It  would  be  ex- 
traordinary if  it  did  so.  It  merely  provides  that  these 
forfeited  lands  shall  not  be  sold  for  less  price  than  the 
other  lands,  $1  25  per  acre,  "nor  on  any  other  terms 
than  that  of  caah  payment."  In  other  words,  that  they 
shall  be  sold  at  the  same  price  and  on  the  same  terms  as 
all  the  public  lands.  Cash  payment,  in  this  acclion, 
means  precisely  what  is  meant  in  the  2d  section  by 
the  words  "  shall  on  the  day  of  purchase  make  complete 
payment  therefor."  it  means  payment  at  the  lime  of 
entry.  No  lawyer,  at  least  nn  judge,  would  put  a  dif- 
ferent eonitruclion  on  themi  and  the  Executive  never 
did,  until  last  July,  when  an  apology  was  to  be  bunted 
up  to.justify  an  interference  with  the  currency  of  the 
country,  and  lo  cover  over  the  purpose  of  defeating,  as 
far  ai  possible,  the  operatiun  of  the  distribuiion  bill. 

But  even  if  the  4ih  section  dues  require  specie  for  the 
furfciled  lands,  it  does  not  justify  Ihe  order.  That  re- 
lales  not  to  forfeited  landi^  but  to  all  the  public  landa 
within  the  Union. 

The  only  remaining  precedent  or  authority  to  wliich 
we  have  been  referred  is  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Rush,  in 
1826.  He  came  in  in  1825;  found  the  notes  of  specie- 
paying  banks  constantly  received;  fell  desperately  in  love 
with  the  Bsnk  of  the  United  Sutes;  lauded  it  highly, 
and  desired  to  make  it  the  sole  instrument  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  ila  operations;  and  he  directs  the  receivers  to  re- 
quire specif,  or  notes  payable  i»  specie  on  demand, 
and  otherwise  in  good  credit  i  and  not  to  receive  notei 
which  would  not  be  received  as  cash  where  they  were  to 
be  deposited,  or  which  the  receivers  thought  it  not  discreet 
to  receive.  Mr.  Rush  did  not,  in  this,  directly  violate 
the  resolution  of  1816;  brcauae  that  resuhition  could  not 
reasonably  be  coniitrued  to  require  the  receipt  of  notes 
where  they  could  not  be  turned  into  f^pecie  at  full 
amount.  B<tt  he  did  place  in  Ihe  hands  of  the  receivers 
a  discretion  which  might  be  wielded  lo  oppressive  re- 
sults, where  there  was  a  deaire  to  injure  particular 
banks.  The  correct  action,  under  that  resolution,  would 
have  been  to  receive  notes  of  Stale  banks,  which  could, 
on  demand,  or  near  the  office,  and  without  loss,  be 
turned  into  specie — to  make  the  demand  forpajment 
promptly,  and  whenever  that  demand  was  not  answered 
to  refuse  at  once  other  notes  ofthe  bank. 

Upon  this  review  of  the  laws,  resolutions,  and  prac- 
tice, I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  thing  which 
can  justify  the  Executive  in  changing  Ihe  mode  of  pay- 
ment for  the  public  lands — demanding  specie  and  refu- 
sing all  notes  of  all  banks.  It  is  an  assumption  of  legis- 
laiive  power,  and  a  violation  of  the  plain  meaning  of  the 
iiCta  of  Congress. 

There  is  another  feature  in  this  order  which  deserves 
decisive  reprubatiim.  It  forbids  receiving  iny  thing  but 
gold  and  silver,  "  provided  that  until  the  15th  Decem- 
ber next  the  same  indulgences  heretofore  extended,  as 
to  the  kind  of  money  received,  may  be  continued,  for 
any  quantity  of  Isnd  not  exceeding  320  acres  to  each 
puichaser,  who  is  an  actual  settler  or  bonafide  resident 
in  Ihe  Slate  where  the  salea  are  owl;." 
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The  meuii^  ibat  actual  Mttlen  or  bon^de  reii- 
d*  nti  or  the  State  may  buy  320  aerei,  and  pay  for  it  in 
■ny  oioney  (hey  plcaK{  all  othen  must  pay  in  gold  and 
nlver.  1  w'u^  the  Senator  from  New  Hampflhirft  had 
perauaded  himaeir  to  bend  hia  mind  to  thia  proviao.  He 
■eema  to  have  examined  the  order  with  some  Ubor,  and 
to  have  been  prepared  with  reaaoning  and  referencea  to 
custain  itt  but  he  entirely  orerlookcd  tbia  moat  extraordi- 
■kkry  feature.  Alter  liia  argument  was  eloaed*  hia  atteo< 
tionwaacalifd  to  it  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  but  he  wu 
quite  unprepared  (o  give  ut  a  conatilutiona)  view  of  the 
ftifficulty  which  it  presents,  tie,  however,  referred  ua 
to  ibe  exposition  of  the  Senator  from  Ministippii  and  1 
suppose  that  exposition  is  all  that  we  are  to  hope  for  to 
relieve  our  consciencea  and  aslisfy  our  judgments. 

The  objection  to  ihia  part  of  the  order  ia,  that  it 
makea  a  dntinetion  between  actual  lettlera  and  others, 
and  between  the  eitixena  of  the  Statea  where  the  lands 
fie  and  all  otbenti  and  allowa  adrantagea  to  the  former 
which  are  denied  to  others.  The  argument  in  support 
of  ii,  and  to  which  we  are  referred,  smounia  to  this:  it 
is  no  viidation  of  right,  nor  of  the  constitutiun,  because 
the  constitutional  proviaion  does  not  confer  on  the  citi- 
zens of  one  Stale  all  the  rights  of  citizena  in  every  other 
State,  such  as  voting,  be.  t  and  (here  ia  a  diatincticHi  rec- 
opiiaed  by  law  and  practice  in  lavor  of  actual  aettlen 
and  against  peculators,  as  in  case  of  tlie  prC'emption 
Ixws.  The  Senator  will  find  it  difficult  from  hia  premises 
to  show  the  riglit  of  the  Rxeeutive  to  create  and  estab- 
lish distinctions  between  citizens,  such  as  this  order  cre- 
ates. He  will  discover  tlwt  be  must  make  great  leaps 
in  his  proceuofreaaoning,  and  aurmoiint  more  than  one 
aturdy  non  tequitur — quite  aa  troubleaume  aa  that  result- 
ing fruro  the  It^ic  of  hgurea. 

Ilie  conatitution,  article  4,  Mction  3,  says:  "  The  ciit- 
zena  of  eaeh  State  ahall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  aeveral  Slates." 

This  ia  one  item  in  that  article  which  provides  for  the 
relative  rights  and  duties  of  the  Federal  Government 
toarsrds  the  States  and  towards  each  other,  such  aa 

Giving  faith  and  credit  to  judicial  proceedingst 

Defivering  up  Fugitivea  from  juBtice*  and  from  service 
or  labor; 

The  admiauon  and  righta  of  new  Stateat 

The  security  of  representative  forma  of  government 
to  all  the  Stales;  , 

And  the  power  (o  dispose  of  and  make  rules  respect- 
ing the  territory  and  property  of  the  United  States. 

Ttie  association  iif  it  with  these  subjects  shows  the 
spirit  in  which  it  ought  to  be  coiwlrued,  and  the  objoa: 
«bieb  it  aougbt.  Thia  object  was  entire  equality  be< 
tween  the  Sutea  and  the  eilizena  of  all  the  States,  free- 
dom of  intercourse,  and  interchange  of  privileges;  and 
the  article  itaelf  iathe  most  important  in  that  great  work 
to  accomplish  some  of  ita  avowed  ends,  "  to  form  a  more 
perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tran- 
quillity," &c.  Ita  construction,  by  every  priiiciple  of 
legal  and  philosophical  reaaoning,  ahould  be  liberal  to 
atiun  tbeae  objects. 

The  terms  are  clear,  and  wtn  intended  to  be  a  sub- 
stitute for  that  article  of  the  confederation  which  relatea 
to  the  aame  aubject,  and  which  was  most  confused  and 
inexplicable.  "The  citizena  of  eaeh  State" — all  (he 
citizens  of  every  State— "to  all  privilrgeaand  immuni- 
ties of  citizens  in  the  several  Stales" — to  all  the  immuni- 
tieaand  privili-gea  which  the  citizens  of  those  States  en- 
joy under  similar  circumstances. 

Now,  thia  doea  not  mean  the  right  of  voting,  wliether 
an  inbabitant  or  not|  nor  those  other  righta  to  which  the 
Senator  from  If  iasiaaippi  refera.  Tbe  citixens  of  Penn- 
aylvania  have  not  the  right  of  voting  in  New  Jersey;  and 
why?  Because  they  have  not  the  residence,  and  ntlu-r 
qualifications,  which  are  neceasary.    There  are  citizens 


of  New  Jersey,  alao,  who,  at  particular  eleetioai^  have 
no  right  to  vote,  not  because  they  are  not  citizen^  but 
because  they  have  not  resided  in  the  county  or  tovnihip 
long  enough,  and  paid  tazea.  I'he  citizens  of  Penn^l- 
vania  have  no  right  to  vote  (here,  for  tlie  same  reason; 
yet  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  are  on  a  perfect  equality 
with  (he  citizens  of  the  State,  under  like  circumstances. 
Let  (hem  reside  there  tbe  time,  and  do  other  acts  prescri- 
bed for  her  own  citizens,  and  they  will  have  thesame  riglit. 

They  can  acquire  it  in  the  aame  time  and  by  the  aame 
means.  The  aame  rulea  govern  with  regard  to  both. 
One  enjnya  the  right,  beeaiiae  he  has  complied  with  the 
rrquiremems;  the  other  dues  not,  becauaa  he  haa  not 
complied.  • 

So  with  regard  (o  all  other  rights;  any  citizen  of  the 
Union  may,  in  any  Slate,  enjoy  (he  aame  righ(s  aa  the 
citixens  of  that  Stale,  by  doing  what  they  liave  done,  and 
placing  himself  in  the  aame  cireuimtaneea. 

It  la  the  common  obligilion  of  cilizens  in  all  the  Statea 
(o  perform  certain  prescribed  duties,  in  order  to  entitle 
(hem  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  common  rights.  If  a  citi- 
zen of  any  other  State  will  perform  the  same  prescribed 
duties,  he  siiall  have  the  enjeymrnt  of  the  same  common 
rights.  And  this  article  gives  to  every  man,  everywhere, 
the  higli  and  aacred  privilege  of  being  a  citizen  on  the 
unw  terma.  The  Senator  need  not  be  alarmed  about  the 
liosu  of  Xerxes  or  of  Peteu.%  and  Irat  Delaware  ahould 
pnur  out  her  million  of  vittes  on  litis  construction.  The 
adjoining  States  can  afford  her  many  voters,  and  when 
they  ahall  have  done  what  her  own  cilizens  have,  they 
will  be  able  to  add  to  her  popular  viitr,  hut  not  till  then. 

Sf),  also,  the  interest  in  even  the  ezcluaive  eoromon 
property  of  a  Stale  may  be  acquired  by  any  one  becom- 
ing a  citizen,  and  it  may  be  lost  by  ccaaing  to  be  a  citi- 
zen.   The  rule  ia  equal  to  all. 

This  principle  as  lo  Statea  ia  nothing  more  nor  lest 
than  that  which  ia  applied  at  every  election  in  every 
Slate,  in  regard  to  their  counties.  An  inhabitant  of  one 
county  cannot  vote  in  another,  because  he  does  not  re- 
side in  it;  and  ao  an  inhabitant  of  one  State  cannot  vote 
in  another,  because  he  duea  not  reiide  in  it;  but  each 
may,  at  hia  own  pleasure,  and  on  the  aame  tenn%  refieva 
bimaetF  from  hia  disabilily. 

Dut  wbelher  this  cnnMructInn  of  the  act  can  be  car- 
ried thus  far  or  not,  is  it  nut  distinctly  true  that  if  there 
be  special  privileges,  such  as  voting,  which  cannot  be 
equally  enjoyed,  the  distinction  arises  from  State  lawa 
and  institutions,  not  from  the  laws  and  institutions  of  the 
Union?  And  if  this  beso,  howdoes  it  relievethe  Execu- 
tive when  he  drawsdtstinctions  in  virtue  of  thepowersof 
the  Union  >  I'he  States  may  make  theirown  internal  regu- 
lations, Blwa)s  regarding  constitutional  restraints;  but 
doea  it  follow  that  any  such  power  has  been  vested  in  the 
General  Government '  ami,  above  all,  in  the  Rxeeutive  of 
that  Government?  Uors  the  constitution  aay  that  he 
may  make  distinctions  in  favor  of  a  State — then  may  he 
not  make  them  against  a  State?  And  ia  there  not  there- 
by a  powtr  erected  which  may  trample  upon  theequaltty 
of  the  Sla(cs~bestow  favors  upon  favorites,  and  wreak 
vengeance  upon  opponentaf  Sir,  I  have  not  so  read  the 
ciinstituiion  of  my  country.  1  have  not  ao  learned  the 
doctrine  of  State  rights.  The  grounds  of  defence  here 
are  abhorrent  to  every  prinotple  contained  in  our  insti- 
tutionx;  and  an  auihorily  is  claimed,  which,  if  sanctioned 
and  practised,  will  create  a  despotism  or  sever  the  Union. 

There  are  great  fundamental  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties belonging,  of  right,  to  all  citizena  uf  free  Govern- 
mcnls,  and  which  have  especially  belonged  to  all  the 
citizena  of  all  the  Statea  since  (hey  became  free,  inde- 
pendent, sovereign,  and  confederated.  Equal  protec- 
tion by  Government;  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty;  the 
acquisition  and  possession  nf  property;  the  benefit  of 
hahta^  eorpuit  passing  through  ancl^ residing  in  any  part 
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of  the  Union,  Fur  trade,  agriculture,  professional  pur- 
i\iit9,  or  oilier  occupalions;  the  maintenince  nf  nctiona 
for  the  derence  of  rights;  the  ptirchusing,  holding,  knd 
diipoiing  of  propeity,  real  and  personal,  with  many 
others — these  constitute  iis  one  nation — these  make  ihe 
Union.  And  bIiqII  tlie  Execiitivet  at  his  will,  deny  us 
the  enjoyment  of  any  one  of  Ihem  alW  And  shall  he  do 
iT,  capeciall^,  in  relation  to  the  common  property  of  all— 
to  the  public  lands*  Do  Senators  lemark  the  extent  of 
the  power  which  has  be<  n  assumed^  I'he  common  priv* 
ilepie  and  immunity  is  to  buy  nnd  hold  land  where  the 
citizen  pleasea,  without  being  burdened  in  the  scqnisi- 
tiun  and  possesiion  more  than  others;  more  than  the 
citizens  of  (he  fitaie  where  he  acquires  nnd  holds  it. 
Can  this  privilege  he  violated  by  a  Stated  Can  Indiana 
forbid  a  citizen  of  New  Jersey  from  buying  and  pttsaessing 
her  lands'  or,  if  he  do  buy,  compel  him  to  paj  for  it 
otherwise  than  her  own  citizens  may?  Kot  while  the  ' 
■ilh  article  of  llie  constitution  exists — not  while  the  Union 
lasts.  Can  Congress  do  tti  And  doe's  the  executive 
power  reach  to  that  which  neitlter  the  State  nor  Con< 
gress  may  touch?  Yet  th'S  (lie  Executive  h»s  done,  and 
dune  more.  He  has  forbidden  the  people  of  other  Slates 
to  buy  the  common  property  of  the  Union,  within  Indi* 
•ni  and  the  other  States,  except  under  a  severe  reslric- 
tion.  And  if  he  msy  impose  one  restriction,  where  shidt 
he  he  limited^ 

I  have  alttays,  Mr.  President,  esteemed  this  provision, 
and  the  article  uf  which  it  forms  a  part,  as  the  most  pre- 
cious in  the  constitution  of  the  counlry,  and  most  neces- 
sary for  its  peace  and  prosperity.  You  may  alter  the 
executive  powers,  enlarge  or  limit  the  Judiciary,  am- 
plify or  restrain  the  I.egislature,  and  your  Governmenl 
may  still  retain  in  character  and  usefulnesst  but  violate 
and  destroy  that  article,  and  the  fabric  is  shattered:  we 
are  no  longer  common  and  equitl  citizens  of  a  common 
and  glorious  nation,  made  glorious  by  equal  laws. 

And,  sir,  how  is  this  act  of  the  Executive,  which  vio- 
lates that  article,  defended?  The  defence  ought  to  be 
clear,  beyond  cavil  or  debate.  I  umleratand  the  St-nalor 
from  Missouri  to  assert  that  there  has  heretofore  been  a 
distinction  drawn  and  maintained  between  actual  tettlert 
and  speculators  in  the  land,  between  residents  and  non- 
residents; and  that  Congress  has  sanctioned  the  distinc- 
tion, by  numerous  pre-emption  and  other  laws,  fur  above 
forty  years — from  the  first  plan  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  down  to  the  time  when  propoBilions  were  made 
for  dividing  the  proceeds  of  the  lands.  The  6 rst  evi- 
dence to  which  we  are  referred  to  sustain  the  allegation 
is  an  extract  frnm  the  report  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  1790.  It  is  in  the  following  words: 
"That,  in  the  formation  uf  a  plan  fur  the  disposition 
uf  Ihe  Ttcant  lands  uf  the  United  Sliites,  there  appear  to 
be  two  leadtiigobjf-ts' of  consideration:  one,  the  faciiily 
of  advantageous  sales,  nccording  to  the  prubable  course 
of  purchases;  the  other,  the  accommodation  of  individu- 
als now  inhabiting  the  Western  country,  or  who  may 
hereafter  emigrate  thither.  The  former, 'as  an  operation 
of  finance,  claims  primary  attention;  the  latter  is  impur- 
tant»  as  it  relates  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants  ol 
the  Western  counlry.  It  is  desirable,  and  does  not  ap- 
pear impracticable,  to  conciliate  both.  Purchasers  may 
be  contemplated  in  threes  classes:  moneyed  individuals 
and  companies,  who  will  buy  to  sell  again;  associations 
of  persons  who  intend  to  make  aettlemenis  themselves) 
single  persons  or  families,  now  resident  in  Jhe  Western 
country,  or  who  may  emigrate  there  hereafter.  The 
two  first  will  be  frequently  blended,  and  will  always  want 
considerable  tracts;  the  last  will  generally  purchase 
small  quantities.  Hence  a  plan  for  the  sale  of  the  West- 
ern lands,  while  it  may  have  a  due  regard  to  the  last, 
should  be  calculated  to  obtain  all  the  advantages  which 
may  be  derived  from  the  two  first  classes." 


Now,  I  do  not  understand  Mr.  Hamilton  as  the  Sena< 
tor  from  Missouri  does.  He  was  proposing  a  plan  for 
the  disposition  of  the  public  lands.  To  effect  the  sales 
was  the  leading  object — *<  as  an  operation  of  finance,  it 
claimed  primary  attention."  This,  he  thought,  ought 
to  be  pursued  in  conformity  with  the  convenience  and 
interests  of  those  who  were  to  buy  and  occupy  them,  aa 
an  inducement  to  them  to  make  purchases.  His  acheme, 
therefore,  had  these  objects,  and  none  other.  They 
could  be  attained  most  effectually  by  suiting  the  scheme 
til  the  character  of  the  several  kinds  of  .purchasers;  and 
he  gives  a  list  of  ihem — a  mere  description  of  classea  of 
men:  moneyed  individuals  and  companies,  who  buy  to 
3tll;  associations' to  form  settlements)  and  single  persons 
or  families,  who  hid  or  might  settle  there.  And  it  is 
this  description  or  list  which  the  Senator  converts  into  a 
distinction  "recognised  in  the  nature  of  things,  and 
sanctioned  by  la»'S." 

But  dof  s  Mr.  Hamilton  advise  that  any  distinction  shall 
be  made  between  their — iK^t  the  settlers  ^!ill  be  per- 
mitted to  buy  on  other  an.l  belter  terms  than  other 
classes?  This  is  the  point  complained  of  in  tlie  Treasu- 
ry order;  and  the  Senator  must  exercise  both  ingenuity 
and  imagination  before  he  will  make  the  discovery  oF  it 
in  this  paper.  It  requires  optics  keen  to  see  what  is  not 
to  be  seen.  On  the  conlriry,  Mr.  H.  expressly  says: 
**  Hence  a  plan  fur  the  sale  of  the  Western  lands,  while 
it  may  have  a  due  regard  to  the  last,  (the  settlers,) 
should  be  calculated  to  obtain  all  the  advantages  which 
may  be  derived  from  Ihe  two  first  classes,"  (the  mon- 
eyed individusls,  companies,  and  associations.)  This 
language  needs  no  comment.  It  was  reserved  for  the 
Senator  to  see  in  it  a  preference  of  the  setiler  over  the  ' 
speculator.  But  if  Mr.  Hamilton  did  advise  such  a  dis< 
tinction  and  preference,  il  was  advice  only — not  legisla- 
tion: a  plan  for  the  sales — not  an  execution  of  the  plan. 
Congress  did  not  make  a  law  which  sanctioned  it.  The 
act  of  1797,  nor  any  other  of  the  acts,  contains  any  such 
provision.  And  thus  we  learn  Ihe  value  of  this  evidence, 
which  is  offered  to  defend  the  eatablishment  of  such  a 
distinction  and  preference  by  an  order  of  the  Executive, 
and  at  the  executive  pleasure.  And  it  is  by  aueh  per- 
versions uf  documentary  evidence  that  executive  unirp- 
ations  are  sustained. 

Again,  Mr.  PreKidcnl,  the  Senator  insists  that  the 
same  distindion  between  setllers  and  those  who  are 
nut — bt  tween  residents  and  non-residents,  has  been 
drawn  by  Ihe  pre-emption  Uws.  These  laws  have  necer 
been  favorites  of  mine.  They  have  produced  fraudi 
and  perjuries  without  number.  Where  they  have  fa> 
vored  one  honest  cldim,  they  have  covered  hundreds  of 
those  which  are  dishonest  and  base.  They  have  offered 
rewards  for  the  violation  of  law,  and  the  plundering  of 
the  public  property.  But,  bad  as  they  are,  they  afford 
no  apology  for  this  assumption  of  executive  power. 
They  give  to  the  man  who  has  settled  on  and  impruved 
the  pulilic  lands,  under  the  circumstances  stated  in  the 
laws,  a  right  to  bny  at  the  minimum  price.  In  consid- 
eration of  settlement  and  improvement,  Congress  agree 
not  to  sell  the  land  settled  and  improved  to  others,  but 
to  give  a  title  to  it,  provided  the  settler  will  p»y  ihe  reg- 
ular price  for  it.  They  will  not  throw  (hat  land  into  pub* 
lie  competition,  because  he  has  it  in  possession,  and  by  his 
cullivation  has  added  to  the  value  of  it,  and  of  the  adjoin* 
ing  public  lands.  But,  sir,  ihia  gives  no  preference  to 
one  citixen  over  another,  under  tlie  same  circumstan- 
ces. It  does  not  permit  one  man  to  buy  at  public  sales, 
at  one  price,  and  forbid  others,  similarly  situated,  to  buy 
nt  the  same  price.  It  does  not  prohibit  citizens  of  other 
States  from  purchasing  on  the  same  terms  as  the  citizens 
of  the  Ststes  where  the  lands  lie.  And  if  it  did,  il  is  a 
distinction  drawn  by  Congress,  and  limited  to  those  al* 
ready  on  the  lands.    By  what  right  does  the  Executiva 
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»s1end  H  to  other  wttters  and  bonkfide  residents? 
Where  doei  be  |;et  hii  legislative  power?  Bv  what  au- 
thority doea  he  extend  a  lav  made  Tor  one  inject  to  em- 
brace another?  Hm  he  no  limit;  no  reatraint?  la  he  to 
be  permitted  to  wrest  any  and  every  law  from  ita  pur- 
pose* And  is  theri:  to  be  no  end  of  his  tretpasKi  on 
tiie  legi»hti*e  authority  of  the  Union?  The  pre-emption 
laws  did  not  apply  to  these  nales;  and  he  knew  that  Con- 
had  refuaed  to  ^ive  those  laws  a  further  extension. 
During  our  last  aession  the  sabject  waa  before  xm,  not 
only  on  private  petitions,  but  on  a  memorial  fro«  the 
I^i^ature  of  the  State  of  Indiana.  (Journal,  97.)  They 
requested  us  to  continue  the  pre-emption  laws  for  three 
year*.  A  bill  was  reported  on  the  subject.  The  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lvnds  expressed  an  opinion  against 
it;  snd  the  bill  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  23  to  17.  Yet, 
the  moment  Conf^ress  adjourned,  the  Executive  issued 
an  order  more  unequal  than  any  pre-emption  lawt  and 
ve  are  now  to  be  outraged  by  being  told  that  because 
Congress  baa  drawn  some  distinctions  on  former  occa- 
sions, the  President  may  draw  more,  and  that  the  Ezec- 
uiive  has  ttie  power,  without  the  autharily,  and  against 
the  will  of  Congress,  to  regulate  the  sales  of  your  public 
Isnda  MB  he  pleases.  Every  argument  in  support  Of  this 
order  is  an  apology  for  executive  usurpation. 

There  is  but  one  other  suggestion  of  the  Senator  that 
I  deem  it  impcH-tant  to  notice.  He  says.  If  It  be  uneon- 
stitnlional  to  diacnnrinate  between  revenue  payments^ 
then  Congress  cannot  do  it|  and  yet  Congress  has  done 
it,  and  that  in  relation  to  the  lands  themselves;  that  in 
March,  1823,  an  act  vaa  passed  to  make  foreign  gold 
coins  receivable  in  payment  of  the  public  lands.  'I'hii 
was  a  discrimination  and  an  exception,  for  an  act  of 
1819  had  illegalized  the  circulation  of  foreign  coins. 

And  who,  Hr.  President,  has  said  that  it  was  unconsti- 
tutional to  diacriminate  between  revenue  payments' 
Congress  has  an  undaubte<l  ri^ht  to  decide  what  ahall  be 
received  for  any  or  for  all  its  dues,  provided  they  re- 
quire the  same  payment  equally  from  all  the  citizens. 
They  may  receive  foreign  gold  for  customs,  as  they  al- 
ways have  done.  So  they  may  for  the  lands.  But  does 
It  follow  that  the  President  may,  of  his  own  authority, 
do  this/    Where  does  he  get  his  power? 

Borides,  I  do  not  understand  what  the  Senator  means 
by  the  f(H%ign  eoina  being  itiegalized  in  circulation. 
Their  circulation  has  never  been  illegal.  It  has,  at  all 
times,  been  lawful  to  offer  and  to  receive  them.  Their 
circulation  has  been  legal,  but  they  have  not  at  all  times 
been  a  hwful  and  compulsory  tender  between  citizen 
and  citizen,  but  all  were  at  liberty  to  pay  and  lo  receive 
them.  The  act  of  1819  did  not  illegslize  their  circula- 
tion, nor  that  of  1833  make  them  a  lawful  tender.  So 
far  as  regards  their  circulation  between  citizen  and  citi- 
zen, the  latter  act  did  not  ifTect  them  at  all.  The  law 
of  1819  was  one  of  the  chain  of  laws  which  made  certain 
'foreign  coins  a  lawful  tender  for  deBnits  periods.  It  ex- 
pired by  its  own  limitation.  It  wss  not  the  will  of  Con- 
gnn  to  renew  it{  but  subaeqneni  Ui  its  expiration  they 
authorizrd  those  coins  lo  be  received  for  the  public 
lands.  This  they  had  an  undoubted  right  to  do;  and  (he 
only  legitimate  inference  from  that  law  is  tlie  one  to 
which  I  have  before  called  tlie  attention  of  the  Senate; 
that  there  is  a  clear  distinction  between  the  lawful  cur- 
rency or  tender,  and  the  money  which  the  Gnvernment 
has  agreed  to  receive  for  its  dues — a  distinction  which 
destroys  the,whole -argument  in  support  of  the  order  of 
the  Executive. 

I  now  repeat  again  my  inquiry,  where  is  the  apology 
for  the  diaerimination  between  the  kinds  of  money,  and 
between  the  eitixens  of  different  Slates? — and  what 
could  have  been  the  temptution  lo  make  it'  May  it  not 
be  found  in  the  anticipated  operation  of  the  order  itself? 
Th«  contriver  of  it  could  not  fail  to  see  that  it  must  act 


mist  unequally,  oppressively,  and  injuriously,  on  the 
West.  The  lands  are  the  great  and  only  source  of  debts 
to  the  Government  there.  To  compel  them  to  pay  in 
specie,  while  others  were  paying  elvewhere  in  the  ordi- 
nary currency,  wa$  m  act  of  gross  oppression.  To  force 
them  lo  gather  up  their  gold  and  silver,  and  to  deposite 
it  in  a  few  of  tbeir  banks,  bo  as  to  take  it  out  of  circula- 
tion, and  compel  all  the  rest  of  their  banks  to  curtail 
their  accommodations,  was  a  refinement  of  despotism 
which  would  naturally  ezeite  the  indignation  of  all  who 
were  not  the  humblest  slaves  uf  power.  The  effect  was 
feared.  The  elections  were  approaching — the  succea- 
sion  mifiht  be  put  in  jeopardy.  The  force  of  the  blow 
waa  to  be  weakened,  and  an  exception  was  made  in  fa- 
vor of  those  States.  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missou- 
ri, Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  have  a  temporary 
suspension  as  to  Ihem  and  their  citizens.  They  are  to 
be  permitted  to  buy  aa  they  have  heretofore  done.  But 
how  long,  nr?  Until  tlie  15th  December— until  the 
elections  were  over.  And  it  had  ita  effect.  Tlie  auc- 
cession  was  saved  in  almost  all  those  Statesj  while,  but 
fur  the  exceotion,  they  might  have  shared  the  fate  of 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio.  Indeed,  I  believe  (hat 
even  the  exception  would  have  been  insufficient,  had  it 
not  been  for  an  assurance  from  (he  very  cabinet  of  the 
palace  itself  that  the  order  should  be  revoked — nn  aa> 
surance  deceptive  and  untrue,  because  there  was  no  in- 
tention in  the  Executive  to  revoke  it.  If  it  be  revoked 
it  will  be  by  the  power  of  Congreas;  or,  perchance,  lha 
policy  of  those  who  are  preparing  fur  the  4lh  March 
next.  The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
may  serve,  perhaps,  to  evade  it — to  escape  from  it— with- 
out the  manliness  to  condemn  it. 

Mr.  President,  in  this  review  of  the  laws  and  practice 
of  the  Government,  I  have  been  able  to  find  nojiistiii- 
cation  for  this  executive  interference  with  (he  currency 
of  the  country.  He  has  no  constitutional  right  to  reg- 
ulate the  currencyi  his  duty  ia  to  execute  (he  laws  aa 
Con{;ress  may  make  them.  And  I  regard  this  order  aa 
a  gross  usurpation  of  power.  The  Secretary  saw  it;  he 
had  not  the  manliness  to  issue  his  order  in  the  common 
form  of  instructions  from  his  Department.  He  felt  the 
necessity  of  calling  in  the  magic  of  a  name  to  sanc(ion 
his  oppression,  lie  b^d  experienced  the  power  of  that 
name,  and  Its  potency  in  silencing  all  complaints  ugain&t 
trespasses  on  the  constitution  and  the  laws.  And  ha 
thought,  in  this  emergency,  "  (he  President  of  (he  Uni- 
ted States  has  given  directions"  would  be  the  best  ur- 
gument  which  lie  could  use.  And,  sir,  it  may  produce 
its  effect.  They  who  would  hare  found  no  difficulty  in 
condemning  Levi  W  ,  will  hesitate  before  they  dis- 
approve the  act  of  President  Jackson.  I  winh  the  Sec- 
retary could  have  contrived  to  bestow  upon  it  the  nama 
.which  its  real  paternity  demands.  The  recordt  of  the 
Sen:tte  furnish  the  heraldic  guidea  which  would  not 
have  misled  him.  But  is  the  act  less  a  violation  of  law 
and  duly,  and  are  we  the  leu  bound  to  speak  the  truth 
in  regard  tu  it?  I  regard  it  aa  inferior  to  no  infringe- 
ment upon  (tie  rightfl  of  Congress,  no  stretch  of  execu- 
tive authority,  which  we  have  heretofore  witnessed.  It 
U  the  greatest,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  (he  last ;  and,  as  it 
is  said  to  have  been  proclaimed  aa  the  "  crowning  glory 
of  my  Bdm;nisi ration,"  nO  fu'ure  effort  for  glory  will  be 
essayed,  and  that  the  hour  approaches  when  we  shall 
have  a  name  leas  potent,  and  a  disposition  less  presu- 
ming, with  purposes  more  eonsiatent  with  the  constitution 
and  la  »  3,  to  save  us  from  at  least  unnecessary  encroach- 
ments. 

A  few  words  as  to  (he  amendment,  and  I  will  cease  to 
fatigue  the  Senate.  The  Senator  from  Vti^inia  has,  by 
his  amendment,  created  some  embamsiment  with  me. 
I  am  not  unwilling  to  expreas  the  opinion  tliat  the  order 
must  be  rescinded.  I  desire  to  do~«o.  I  feel  it  to  be  ft 
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duly  to  do  ao.  Yet  I  should  prerer  h\n  imendment  to 
dotn^  notlitnfr  but  tubmitting  quietly  to  this  assumption 
of  power.  But,  m  I  prtfer  the  oii^insl  resolution,  I 
tniist  vote  kifKinst  the  ameiHlmenii  and  then  it  is  possible 
(hat,  by  defeating  it,  we  may  tUo  defeat  the  resolution. 
But  be  it  BO. 

The  amendment  may  be  regarded  as  having  three  ob- 
jects! 

1.  To  declare  that  the  dues  of  the  Government  may 
be  received  in  specie  or  speeie^paying  nntet.  Thus  far 
it  is  a  mere  reiteration  of  the  resolution  of  1816,  in  almost 
precisely  the  same  word';  and  it  leaves  the  authority  of 
the  Secretary  exactly  where  that  resolution  left  it.  Pass 
it,  and  the  Secretary  has  the  ume  right  to  refuse  every 
thing  but  specie  that  he  had  in  July  bst;  and  he  will,  of 
cnursri  exercise  it  in  the  same  way,  for  Congress  will 
have  expressed  no  opinion  against  it.  It  is  intended  as 
•  repeal  of  the  order,  it  may  operate  as  such,  but  it 
evades,  it  does  not  directly  and  straightforward  compel 
the  repeal. 

3.  It  limits  the  notrs  which  are  to  be  received  to  the 
banks  which  do  not  now  issue  of  •  less  denomination 
than  five  dollars,  and  shall  not,  after  1st  July,  18S9, 
those  often  dollars,  and  after  Ist  July,  1841,  of  twmty 
dollars.  I  have  no  irreat  repugnance  (otliis  progreaaion, 
iklthought  1  think,  too  rapid,  and  that  the  convenience 
and  interest  of  the  cinintry  will  not  be  promoted  by  it. 
It  is  mach  more  glow,  however,  than  the  locomotive 
progress  of  tlie  proposed  bill  of  the  last  session  *'  to  re- 
establish the  ctirrency  of  the  constitution  fur  the  Federal 
(•uvernment."  That  brought  m,  in  1841,  to  the  receipt 
of  no  notes  of  any  bank  which  issued  notes  less  th  in  one 
thousand  dullars,  and  no  note  after  1842.  I  prefer,  for 
Die  present,  the  rule  given  in  the  deposite  hill.  But  as 
Congrew  will  retain  the  power  of  repesling  this  provi- 
sion, if  the  cireurorancea  of  the  country  required  it,  1 
should  not  fur  it  alone  vote  against  the  amendment. 

3.  1  object  also  to  the  mixed  discretion  of  the  Secre- 
tary and  the  banks  which  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment producen;  and  I  prefer,  when  we  legislate  in  re- 
gard to  the  currency,  to  do  it  directly,  and  in  the  or- 
dinary forms  of  law. 

We  are  informed  that  we  cannot  agree  to  the  resolu- 
tion, because  it  will  be  a  censure  upon  the  Executive, 
but  must  take  the  amendment,  which  will  avoid  the 
action  of  the  order,  and  not  comlemn  the  President.  I 
should  like  to  be  informed  what  we  can  do,  and -what 
opinion  we  may  express.  We  declared  that  we  thought 
the  act  of  the  Executive  in  Inking  (he  publ'rC  treasure 
from  the  legal  depoutory  was  not  justified  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws,  and  we  ^nned  so  lh:it  our  act  is  (o  be 
expunged.  And  now  we  may  not,  by  legialative  action, 
by  Isw,  repeal  an  order  of  the  Executive  which  violates 
the  laws,  and  regulates  the  currency  a^l  the  sales  of  the 

Sublic  lands.  What,  I  repeat,  may  we  do^  Under  this 
DCtrine  the  Rxecutive  has  only  to  gel  ahead  of  Con- 
gresn,  do  any  act  which  his  ambition  or  his  caprice  may 
<lictate,  and  our  moultis  are  closed,  our  legislative  au- 
tlioriiy  is  gone,  and  we  are  powerless  fur  any  purpose 
but  to  approve  the  act  of  tyranny.  It  ia  a  doctrine  of 
acrvilily  and  base  subserviency.  [  cannot  act  upon  it. 
Offidauy,  1  must  do  my  duty;  privately,  I  have  no  wish 
to  censure  or  condemn.  I  can  liave  no  desire,  sir,  at 
this  moment,  to  cast  any  censure  there,  which  is  not  de- 
.  manded  l>y  the  obligations  of  public  duly.  When  age 
and  disease  are  obtaining  llieir  gloomy  triumphs  over 
the  body  and  the  intellect;  when  earllity  honors  are 
escaping  with  the  rapidity  of  the  passing  hours;  when 
^cophants  and  dependents  are  beginning  to  exhibit  their 
conviction  that  their  devotion  it  no  longer  required  by 
their  interests;  and  when  a  name  which  has  gratiiied 
ambition  and  secured  power  is  fast  loosening  its  hold 
upon  popular  prejudice,  credulity,  and  confidence,  1 


should  as  soon  think  of  digging  open  the  grave,  and  tIo- 
laling  there  ttie  maxim,  tiiide  mortmt,  asof  castii^anne- 
cessary  censure  on  the  decaying  idol.  Bui,  sir,  when  I  be- 
lieve that  the  great  intereats  of  our  common  country 
have  been  injured,  the  constitution  and  the  laws  dis- 
regarded, and  I  see  no  imperative  obstacle  to  the  ex- 
pression of  my  opinions,  I  rannot  refrain  from  the 
decisive  vote  which  thcue  interests  and  that  constitution 
require  at  my  hands.  I  believe  that  the  order  was  un- 
authoriaed;  that  it  hat  been  injttrioust  and  I  cannot  con- 
tent to  evade  Uie  direct  and  proper  expression  of  my 
opinions,  if,  in  doing  so,  the  amendment  should  he  de- 
feated, and  the  order  remain  unrevoked  and  unaltered, 
I  must  leave  the  responsibility  with  those  who  sustain  it, 
and  on  whom  that  responsibility  ought  to  rest. 

[About  the  usual  honr  of  atljournmenl,  Mr,  Sovthabd 
gave  way  for  a  motion  for  adjournment  by  Mr.  Rwino. 

Before  the  Senate  adjourned,  however,  Mr.  Rivta 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  modify  liis  amendment  to 
Mr.  Ewnro's  resolution  on  the  subject  of  (he  Treasury 
order  so  as  to  cause  it  to  read  as  follows,  viz; 

"  netobed.  That  hereaHerall  sums  of  money  accniing 
or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States,  whether  for 
customs,  public  landf,  taxes,  debt?,  or  otherwise,  shall 
be  collected  and  paid  only  in  (he  legal  currency  of  (lie 
United  Slaiea,  or  in  the  notes  of  banka  which  are  paya- 
ble  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency,  un- 
der (he  following  restrictions  and  conditions  in  regard  to 
such  notes;  that  is,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
rt-solution,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which  atiall  issue  bills  or 
notes  of  a  less  dt  nomination  that  fire  dollars  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  dues;  from  and  after 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1839,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which 
shall  iaaue  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten 
dollars,  shall  be  receivable;  and  from  and  after  the  1st  of 
July,  1841,  the  like  prohibition  shall  be  extended  to  the 
notes  of  all  banks  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denom- 
in.'itiun  than  twenty  doilars;  provided,  however,  that  no 
notes  shall  be  taken  in  payment  by  the  collectors  or  re- 
ceivers, which  the  banks  in  which  they  are  tu  be  depos- 
ited shall  not,  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  agree  to  pats  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States  as  cash." 

The  amendment,  thus  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  then  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Clat, 
acljourneil  over  to. Monday  next.] 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  credenlialB  of 
the  Hon.  JoHir  McKiklxt,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Alabama  a  Senator  from  that  Stale,  to  Mrve 
for  six  years  from  the  4lh  of  March  next. 

Mr.  PsKtToii  appeared  in  hit  seat  to-day. 

LAND  BILL. 
Mr.  WALKRR,  from  the  committee  to  whom  it  wai 
referred,  reported  Mr.  Cux's  land  bill,  with  an  amend- 
ment, striking  out  the  whole  bill  save  the  enacting 
clAu>e,  itnd  substituting  another  which  restricts  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers,  and  to  tliem  in 
small  quantities,  accompanied  with  many  guards  against 
its  being  evaded  by  speculators. 

ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  moved  that  the  previous  orders  of  the 
day  be  postponed,  for  tlie  purpose  of  considering  (he 
bill  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  opposed  to  the  motion;  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  bill  had  but  thia  morning  been 
laid  upon  the  tables^  and  no  time  had  been  allowed  for 
even  reading  them  over. 

Mr,  GKUNDT  insisted  on  his  motion.  Of  one  point 
he  was  fully  satisficd-^that  Micliigai^Jiad  a  right  to  be 
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received  into  the  Unioni  on  thU,  be  prnumed*  there 
would  be  but  little  difference  of  opinion,  the  chief  diffi- 
culty having  reipect  to  the  mode  in  which  it  w«i  to  be 
dune.  There  aeemed  more  difference  of  opinion, 
and  he  presumed  there  would  be  more  debate,  touching 
the  prenndile  than  concemtng  the  bill  itaelfi  but  he  could 
not  conient  to  poatpone  the  aubject.  Congreas  were 
daily  pasaing  lawa  the  effect  of  which  pressed  immedi- 
ately upon  the  people  of  Michigan,  and  concerning 
which  (hey  were  entitled  to  liave  a  voice  and  a  vote  upon 
thia  Aoor,  and,  therefore,  the  bill  for  their  adcnis»on 
ought  to  receive  the  immediate  action  or  the  Senate.  As 
to  the  documents,  they  were  not  numerous.  The  gen- 
tleman Trom  South  Carolina  might  readily  run  his  eye 
orcr  tbem,  and  he  would  perceive  that  the  hcis  of  the 
case  were  easily  underatood.  Indeed,  there  was  but  one 
of  any  consequence,  renpeeling  which  there  was  any 
controversy.  When  the  Senate  adjourned  on  Htursday, 
many  Senators  had  been  prepared  and  were  desirous  t(t 
speak,  although  the  documents  were  not  then  phnted. 
It  was  the  great  principles  involved  in  the  case  which 
would  form  the  subjects  of  discussion,  and  they  could  as 
well  be  discussed  now.  He  thought  the  Senate  had 
belter  proceed.  One  fact  in  the  case  was  very  certain; 
therftbad  been  more  voters  fur  the  members  to  the  last 
convention  than  for  llie  first.  How  many  mure  was  a 
matter  of  Utile  comparative  consequence.  The  great 
question  for  the  Senate  to  consider  was  this:  what  is  the 
will  of  Michigan  on  the  subject  of  entering  the  Union? 
If  tbia  could  be  decided,  it  waa  of  less  consequence 
whettier  the  bill  ihould  or  should  not  expressly  state 
lh«t  the  last  convention,  and  the  assent  by  it  given, 
formed  the  ground  of  the  admission  of  the  State. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  here  inquired  whether  ihe  chairman 
of  the  committee  was  to  be  understood  as  being  now 
ready  to  abandon  llie  preamble.  If  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  agreed  to  do  this,  he  thought  all  difliculiy 
would  be  at  an  end. 

Ur.  GRUNDY  replied,  that,  as  chairman  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  be  had  no  authority  to  reply  to  the 
inquiryt  but,  aa  an  individual,  he  considered  the  pre- 
amble as  of  little  consequence,  and  he  should  vote  for 
the  bill  whether  it  were  in  or  out.  Michigan  ought  un- 
doubtedly to  be  admitted,  and  all  (he  consequences 
would  result,  whether  the  preamble  were  retained  or 
nut.  He  had  received  oo  authority  from  the  committee 
to  consent  that  it  should  be  stricken  out.  For  himself, 
be  was  settled  in  the  belief  tbst  Congreu  possessed  full 
power  to  prescribe  the  boundaries  of  a  Territory,  and 
that  when  that  Territory  passed  into  a  State  the  rtKht 
remained  atill  the  same.  Congress  tiad  already  estab- 
lished the  boundary  of  Ohio,  and  that  settled  the  ques- 
tion. He  never  had  perceived  the  necesaity  of  inserting 
in  the  admission  bill  the  section  which  made  the  assent 
of  Michigan  to  (he  boundaries  fixed  for  ber  by  Congress 
a  prerequiute  to  her  admission,  because  the  disputed 
boundary  line  waa  fixed  by  another  bilh  and  whether  the 
preamble  to  this  bill  ahoutd  be  retalm  d  or  not,  Michigan 
could  not  pass  that  line,  so  that  the  preamble  waa  really 
of  very  little  consrqueivce. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  satd  thai,  in  inquiring  of  Ihe  honor- 
able chairman  whether  he  intended  to  abandon  the  pre- 
iimble  of  the  bi)>,  his  question  had  had  respect  not  to 
ftny  pledge  respecting  bouiuUricsi  but  to  the  recognition 
of  the  aecond  convention  andofiti  doings.  He  wanted  to 
know  whether  the  churman  was  ready  to  kbandon  that 
principle.  He  had  examined  the  subject  a  good  deal, 
and  his  own  mind  was  fully  made  up  that  Michigan 
could  not  be  admitted  on  tlie  ground  of  that  second  con- 
ventioni  but  the  Senate  m'ght  set  aside  the  whole  of 
what  had  been  dune,  and  receive  Micliigan  u  she  stood 
at  the  comir-encement  of  (he  last  setision. 

Mr.  GBUNDY  observed  that,  if  the  gentleman's  mind 


was  fully  made  up,  then  there  could  be  no  neceasity  of 
postponing  the  subject.  The  gentleman  has  fully  satis- 
fied himself,  and  now  (said  Hr.  G-)  let  us  see  if  he  can 
satisfy  us.  His  argument,  it  seemn,  lias  been  fully  ma- 
ture*!, and  we  are  now  ready  to  luten  to  it.  Though  I 
consider  that  there  ia  no  virtue  in  the  preamble,  and 
that  the  effect  of  the  bill  will  be  the  same  whether  it  ia 
atrieken  out  or  retained,  yet  I  am  not  ready  to  say  that 
I  ahall  vote  to  strike  it  out.  1  am  ready  to  hear  what 
can  be  said  both  for  and  against  it. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  the  motion  of  Hr. 
Ghuitot  to  postpone  the  previoui  orders,  and  carried, 
twenty-two  to  sixteen.  So  the  orders  were  postponed, 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill;  which 
liaving  been  again  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  as  follows: 

A  bill  (o  admit  the  -State  of  Hicltigan  into  the  Union 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  June 
the  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  rstablish  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Stale 
of  OIiIp,  and  to  provide  for  Ihe  admission  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the  conditions  therein  ex- 
pressed," a  convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  (he  peo- 
pie  of  the  said  Stale  of  Michigan,  fur  the  sole  purpose  of 
giving  their  assent  to  the  boundaries  of  the  said  State  of 
Michigan,  as  described,  declared,  and  established,  in  and 
by  the  Mid  act,  did,  on  the  fifleentb  of  December,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  ihlriy-six,  assent  to  (he  prorisians  of 
said  act :  therefore, 

Se  it  enadedt  &c..  That  the  Slate  of  Uichlgan  shall 
be  one,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of  (he  United 
States  of  America,  and  admKted  into  the  Unbn  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects 
whatever. 

Sbc.  2.  And  bt  ii  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  carrying  into  effect  Ihe  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  sections  of  the  act  of  the  twenty^liird  of 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirly-aix,  entitled  '*  An  act 
to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,"  shall 
consider  the  State  of  Michigan  as  being  one  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  MORRIS  moved  lo  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ihe  Judiciary,  with  instnictions  lo  strike  out 
the  preamble. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  then  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows: 

I  have  bestowed  on  this  tabject  all  the  attention  that 
was  in  my  power,  and,  although  actuated  by  a  most  anx- 
ious desire  fur  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union, 
I  find  it  impossible  to  give  my  assent  to  this  bill.  I  am 
satisfied  the  Judiciary  C<immittee  has  not  bestowed  upon 
the  subject  ail  that  attention  which  its  magnitude  re- 
quires) and  1  can  explain  it  on  no  other  supposition  why 
lliey  should  place  tlie  admission  on  the  n-oimds  they 
have.  One  of  the  committee,  the  Senator  Trom  Ohio  on 
my  left,  [Ur.  Mosaia,]has  pronounced  the  grounds  as 
d:tngerous  and  revolutionary.  He  might  have  gone  far 
ther,  and  with  truth  prunounced  them  utterly  repugnant 
to  the  principles  of  the  cnnstiiuiion. 

I  have  not  ventured  this  assertion,  as  strong  as  it  is 
without  due  rt  flection,  and  weighing  the  full  force  of 
the  tcrma  I  have  used)  and  do  nut  fear,  with  an  impar- 
tial hearing,  (o  establish  its  tiuth  beyond  the  power  of 
controversy. 

To  understand  fully  the  objection  to  (his  bill,  it  is  ne 
cessary  that  we  should  have  a  correct  conception  of  the 
facts.    They  are  few,  and  may  be  briefly  told. 

Some  lime  previoua  to  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  through  its  Legislalure, 
authorized  the  people  to  meet  in  convention,  for  Ihe 
purpose  of  forming  a  Slate  Government.  They  met  ac- 
ccvdini'ly,  and  agreed  upon  a  constitutiun,  which  they 
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forthwitb  trmnsmitted  to  Congress.  It  wta  Tully  dlscutaed 
in  this  chunber,  and,  ulijectionable  «8  Ibe  inBtrumenl 
wu,  an  act  was  finally  passed,  which  accepted  the  con< 
•tiiution,  and  declared  Michigan  to  be  a  Slate,  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  on  the  sing-le  conditio"*  (hat  ahe 
should,  by  a  convention  of  the  people,  assent  to  the 
boundaries  prescribed  by  the  act.  Soon  after  our  ad- 
joummeDt  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  oF  Michigan  (for 
■be  bad  been  raised  by  our  assent  to  the  dignity  of  a 
Slate)  called  a  convention  of  the  people  of  (be  State,  in 
conformity  to  the  act,  which  met  at  the  time  appointed, 
at  Ann  Arbor.  After  full  discussion,  the  convention 
withheld  its  assent,  and  formally  transmitted  the  reiutt 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  This  is  the  first 
part  of  the  story.  1  will  now  give  tbe  sequel.  Since 
Iben,  during  tbe  last  month,  a  self-constituted  assembly 
met,  professedly  as  a  convention  of  the  people  of  the 
BtatP,  but  without  tbe  authority  of  tbe  State.  This  un- 
authorized and  lawless  a^^semblage  assume  the  high  func- 
tion of  giving  the  assent  of  the  State  of  Michigan  to  the 
condition  of  admibsion,  as  prescribed  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. They  communicated  (heir  assent  to  the  Executive 
of  tbe  United  States,  and  he  to  the  Senate.  The  Sen- 
ate referred  his  messige  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  that  committee,  on  its  own  authority,  report- 
ed this  present  hill  for  the  admission  of  the  State. 

Sucb  are  ll>e  facts  out  of  which  grows  the  important 
question,  had  iliis  self-constituted  assembly  the  authority 
to  assent  for  (he  State'  Had  they  the  authority  to  do 
what  is  implied  in  giving  assent  to  the  condition  of  ad- 
m<aiion?  Thatasseiit  introduces  the  State  into  the  Union, 
and  pledges  in  the  must  solemn  manner  to  the  constitu- 
tional compact  which  binds  these  States  in  one  confedera- 
ted body;  imposes  on  bcr  all  its  obligations,  and  confers  on 
ber  all  its  benefits.  Had  this  irregular,  self-constituted 
nssemblage  the  authority  to  perform  these  high  and  sol- 
emn acts  of  soverergnty  in  the  name  of  the  S(ate  of 
Michigan?  She  could  only  come  in  as  a  State,  and  none 
could  act  or  speak  for  her  without  her  express  authorityt 
and  to  assume  the  authority  without  her  sanction  is  noth- 
ing short  of  treason  against  the  State. 

Again:  the  assent  to  the  conditions  presciibed  by  Con- 
gress implies  an  authority  in  those  who  gave  it  to  super- 
sede in  part  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Michigan; 
for  her  constitution  fixes  the  boundaries  of  the  State  as 
part  of  that  instrument  which  the  condition  of  admission 
entirely  alters,  andto  (hat  extent  the  assent  would  super- 
aede  the  con&titutiuniand  thus  Ibe  question  is  presented, 
whether  this  aelf-constiluted  auembly,  styling  itself  a 
convention,  had  the  authority  to  do  an  act  which  neces- 
sarily implies  (he  right  to  supersede  in  part  (he  consti- 
tution. 

Uut  further:  The  State  of  Michignn,  through  its 
Iieg'slature,  author-zed  s  convention  of  the  people,  in 
order  to  determine  whether  the  condition  of  admission 
should  be  assented  tu  or  not.  The  convention  met)  and, 
after  mature  deliberation,  it  diuented  to  the  condition 
of  admission;  and  thus  agun  the  question  is  presented, 
whether  this  self-called,  aelf'Constituted  assemblage,  this 
caucus — fur  it  is  entitled  to  no  higher  name — had  the 
authority  to  annul  the  dissent  of  the  State,  solemnly 
given  by  a  conventivn  of  the  people,  regularly  convoked 
under  the  express  authority  of  tlie  constituted  auiborities 
ot'lhe  StBte.' 

If  all  or  any 'of  these  questions  be  answered  in  tbe  neg- 
ative— if  (he  self-created  assemblitge  of  December  Itud 
no  authirity  to  speak  in  tbe  name  of  the  State  of  Hichi- 
gin — if  none  to  supersede  any  portion  of  ber  constiiu- 
tto  I— -if  nnne  to  annul  her  dissent  to  the  condition  of  ad- 
nisiiun  regularly  given  by  a  convention  of  the  people 
of  the  State,  convoked  by  the  authority  of  the  State,  to 
introduce  her  on  its  authority  wotild  be  not  only  rcvolu- 
tio  lary  and  dangerous,  but  utterly  repugnant  tu  t'le  prin- 


ciples of  our|eonstitution.  The  question  tbcn  Mibmittcd  lo 
the  Senate  is,  had  that  assemblage  the  autbonty  to  per- 
form these-high  and  solemn  acts? 

.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  holds 
that  this  self-constituted  assemblage  bad  the  authority  1 
and  what  is  bis  reason.^  Why,  truly,  because  a  greater 
number  of  votes  were  given  for  those  who  constituted 
thitt  assemblage  than  for  those  wbo  constituted  the  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  the  Slftlei  convened  under  its 
constituted  authorities.  This  argument  resolves  itself 
into  two  questions— the  first  of  fact,  and  the  second  of 
principle.  I  Ihall  not  discuss  the  first.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  do  so.  But  if  it  were,  it  would  be  easy  to  show 
that  never  was  so  important  a  fiict  so  loosely  tratifted. 
Tliere  it  not  one  particle  of  official  evidence  before  tu. 
We  had  nothing  but  tbe  private  letters  of  individuals,  who 
do  not  know  even  the  numbers  that  voted  on  either  oc- 
casion; they  knownothing  of  the  qualifications  of  voters, 
nor  how  their  votes  were  received,  nor  by  whom  counted. 
Now,  none  knows  better  than  the  honorable  chairman 
himself,  that  auch  testimony  as  Is  submitted  to  us  to  es- 
tabish  a  fact  of  (his  moment,  would  not  be  received  in 
the  lowest  magistrate's  court  in  the  land.  But  I  waive 
this.  I  come  to  the  queation  of  the  principle  involved; 
and  what  ie  it?  Tlie  argument  is,  thot  a  greater  number 
of  persons  voted  fur  the  last  convention  than  for  the 
first,  and  therefore  the  acts  of  the  last,  of  riglil,  abrogated 
those  of  (he  first;  in  other  words,  that  mere  number*, 
without  regard  to  the  furms  of  law  or  the  principles  of 
the  constitution,  give  authority.  Tbe  authority  of  num- 
bers, according  to  this  argument,  sets  aside  the  autbori. 
ly  of  law  and  tbe  constitution.  Need  I  show  that  such 
a  principle  goes  to  the  entire  overthrow  of  our  cunstitu- 
tional  Government,  and  would  subvert  all  social  order? 
It  is  the  identical  principle  which  prompted  the  late  rev. 
olutiunary  and  anarchical  movement  in  Marjland,  and 
which  has  done  more  to  shake  confidence  in  our  system 
of  government  than  any  event  since  the  adoption  of  our 
conatitution,  but  which  happily  has  been  frowned  down 
by  the  patriotiaro  and  intelligence  of  the  people  of  that 
State. 

What  was  the  ground  of  this  insurrectionary  measure, 
but  that  the  Government  of  Maryland  did  not  repiesent 
(he  voice  of  the  numercial  majority  of  the  people  of  Ma- 
ryland, ami  that  the  authority  of  law  and  constitution  was 
nothing  against  that  of  numbers.  Here  we  find,  on  Ibis 
flijor,  and  from  the  head  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
the  same  principle  revived,  and,  if  possible,  ii)  a  worse 
forffl;  fur,  in  Mainland,  the  anarchists  assumed  that  they 
were  sustained  by  the  nnmerical  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  State  in  their  revolutionary  muvenicnts;  but  the 
utmost  the  chairman  can  pretend  to  have  is  a  mere  plu- 
rality- The  largest  number  of  votes  claimed  for  the  self- 
created  assemblage  is  8,000;  and  no  man  will  undertake 
tu  say  that  (his  constitutes  any  thing  like  a  majority  of 
the  voters  of  Michigan;  and  he  claims  the  higli  authority 
which  lie  docs  for  it,  not  because  it  is  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  Michigan,  but  because  it  is  a  greater  number 
than  voted  for  the  authorized  convention  of  the  people 
that  refused  to  agree  to  the  condition  of  admission.  It 
may  be  shown  by  his  o»  n  witness,  ll>at  a  majority  of  the 
voters  of  Michigan  greatly  exceed  8,000.  Mr.  Williams, 
(he  presiden(  of  the  self-created  assemblage,  stated  that 
the  population  of  that  State  amounted  to  nearly  200,000 
prrsona.  If  so,  there  cannot  be  less  than  from  Sd^OOO 
to  30,000  voters,  cimsidering  how  nearly  universal  the 
right  of  suffrBge  is  under  its  constitutiDti;  and  it  thus  ap- 
pears that  ihia  trregular,  self-constituted  meeting  did  not 
represent  the  vote  of  one  third  of  the  St*t» ;  and  yet,  on 
a  mere  principle  of  plurality,  we  are  to  supersede  the 
cniislitution  of  Michigan,  and  annul  the  act  of  a  conven- 
tion of  tbe  pf  opie  regularly  convened  under  the  atithor- 
I  ity  of  the  Government  of  the  State- 
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But,  uj§  the  Seiwlnr  from  penntylnnla,  [Mr.  Bd< 
ciiXAS,]  th'ii  MMmbly  wu  not  KtrcDntthuled.  It  met 
uxlcr  the  kuthority  of  an  act  of  Con^frcis;  and  that  act 
lud  ng  reference  to  the  State,  but  only  to  the  peopieg 
and  that  the  avenriilafe  in  December  wai  jiut  such  a 
■eeUi^  »■  that  act  conteaiplaled.  It  ■>  not  my  intention 
todiKitM  the  queition  whether  the  honorable  Senator 
has  giren  the  true  interpretation  of  the  act,  but,  if  it 
were^  1  could  rery  eanly  ihoir  his  interpretation  to  be 
erroneoiM)  fur,  if  such  had  been  the  intention  of  Con- 
greaa,  the  act  surely  vould  lure  speciiied  Ihe  time  when 
Die  conrention  waa  to  be  held,  who  were  to  be  the  man- 
alters,  who  the  voters,  and  would  not  hare  left  it  to  indi- 
riduak  who  might  choose  to  assume  the  authority  lo 
deternrine  all  these  important  points.  I  might  also  read- 
(lysbav  that  the  woRl'**eonTeiitioH**of  the  people,  as 
used  in  bw  or  the  ronstituiion,  always  means  a  meeting 
flf  the  people  regularly  convened  by  the  constituted  au- 
fhm-ity  of  the  Stale,  in  their  high  sovereign  capacity,  and 
that  it  never  means  such  an  assemblage  as  the  one  in 
question.  Bat  I  waive  thist  I  take  higher  ground.  If 
the  act  be*  indeed,  such  as  the  Senator  saj  s  it  is,  then 
I  maintain  that  it  is  utterly  opposed  to  the  fundamental 
prineiplet  of  our  fiederal  Union.  Congress  has  no  ri^t 
whatever  lo  call  a  convention  in  a  State.  It  can  call  bot 
one  convention,  and  that  is  a  convention  of  Ihe  people  of 
the  United  Sutes  to  amend  the  federal  conatiiutioni  nor 
can  it  call  that,  except  authorized  by  two  thirds  of  Ihe 
States. 

Oars  is  a  federal  republic— a  union  of  Slates.  Michi- 
gan is  a  State— a  Slate  in  ihe  course  of  admisMon— and 
diflRering  only  from  the  other  States  in  her  federal  reb- 
tiowh  She  is  declared  to  be  a  State  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  by  your  own  act.  She  can  come  into  the  Union 
only  as  a  State,  and  by  her  roluntsry  assent,  given  by  the 
people  of  the  State  in  convention,  called  by  Ihe  const!' 
taled  authority  of  the  Slate.  To  admit  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan, on  the  authority  of  a  self.created  meeting,  or  one 
allied  by  the  direct  aathorily  of  Congress,  pauing  by 
the  authorities  of  the  State,  would  be  the  moat  monttruus 
proceeding  under  oar  constitution  that  can  be  conceiredi 
the  most  repugnuit  to  its  principira,  and  dangerous  in 
its  eonscqtjcnces.  It  would  establish  a  direct  relation 
between  the  indiridual  citizens  of  a  State  and  the  General 
<^vernment,  in  utter  subversion  of  the  federal  character 
of  our  system.  The  relation  of  the  citizens  to  this  Gov- 
ernment is  through  the  Stat^f  exclusively.  They  are 
aubject  to  its  aiilltority  and  laws  onhr  because  the  State 
has  assented  ihey  should  be.  If  she  dissenla*  Ihelr  assent 
is  nothing!- and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  she  assenli^  their 
dissent  is  nothing.  It  is  through  the  Stale,  then,  and 
through  Ihe  Slate  alone,  that  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment can  have  any  connexion  with  the  people  of  a 
Statet  and  does  not,  (hen,  the  Senator  from  HennsylvHnia 
see,  that  if  Congress  can  authorize  a  convention  of  the 
people  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  withotit  the  authority 
of  the  State,  it  matters  not  what  is  the  object,  it  may  in 
like  manner  authorize  conventions  in  any  other  State,  for 
whatever  purpose  it  may  think  proper? 

Uich'gan  is  at  much  a  sovereign  State  as  any  otheri 
differing  only,  as  1  have  said,  aslo  her  federal  rebtions. 
If  we  give  our  sanction  to  the  assembbge  of  December, 
on  the  principle  bid  down  by  (he  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, then  we  ealabliah  the  doctrine  that  Congress  has 
power  to  call  at  pleasure  ot^ventions  within  the  States. 
Is  ibere  a  Senator  on  thu  floor  who  will  assent  to  audi  a 
doctrine  ^  Is  there  one,  especblty,  who  repreaents  the 
amaller  Slates  of  this  Union,  or  the  weaker  section?  Ad- 
mit the  power,  and  every  vestige  of  State  righta  would 
be  destroyed.  Our  ^stem  would  be  subverted,  and,  in- 
atcad  of  a  confederacy  of  free  and  sovereign  Stutes,  we 
would' have  all  power  concentrated  here,  and  this  would 
become  the  moat  odious  despotism,  tie,  indeed,  mubt  be 
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blind,  who  does  not  see  that  such  a  power  would  give 
the  Federal  Guvernmeni  a  complete  control  of  all  the 
Slates.  1  call  upon  Senators  now  to  arrest  a  doctrineso 
dangerous.  Let  it  be  remembered  that,  under  our  as- 
tern, bad  precedenti  live  forerertgood  ones  only  perish. 
We  may  not  feel  all  the  'evil  consequences  at  onre,  bat 
this  precedent,  once  set,  will  surely  be  received,  and 
will  become  the  instrument  of  infinite  evil. 

II  will  be  asked,  what  shall  be  done?  Will  you  refute 
to  admit  Michigan  into  the  Union?  1  answer,  no;  1  de- 
sire to  admit  her)  and  if  the  Senutort  from  Indiana  and 
Ohio  will  agree,  I  am  ready  now  to  admit  her  as&hestood 
at  the  beginning  of  last  session,  without  giving  sanction 
to  the  unsuthorized  assembbge  of  December. 

But  if  that  dors  not  meet  their  wisltes^  there  b  still 
another  by  which  she  may  be  admitted.  We  are  told  that 
two  tliirds  of  the  Legislature  snd  people  of  Michigan  are 
in  favor  of  accepting  the  conditions  of  the  actofbst  ses- 
sion. If  that  be  the  fact,  tlien  alt  that  is  necessary  is, 
that  the  Legislature  should  call  another  convention.  All 
difficulty  will  thus  be  removed,  and  there  will  be  still 
abundant  lime  for  her  admission  at  this  session.  And 
shall  we,  for  (he  sake  of  gaining  a  few  monlha,  give  our 
aasenttoa  hill  fraught  with  principles  so  monstrous  aa 
thu? 

We  have  been  told,  that  unless  slie  is  admitted  im- 
ntediately,  it  will  be  too  late  for  her  to  receive  her  pro- 
portion of  Ihe  surplus  revenue  under  the  deposite  bill, 
i  trust  that  on  bo  great  a  question  a  difficulty  like  thia 
will  have  no  weight.  Give  her  at  once  her  full  ahare.  I 
mm  ready  to  do  so  at  once,  without  waiting  her  admission. 
I  was  mortified  to  hear  on  so  grave  a  quealion  such  mo- 
tives assigned  for  her  admtsdon,  contrary  to  the  law  and 
constitution.  Such  considerations  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
sented when  we  aresettlinggreat  constilutiunal  principles. 
1  trust  that  we  shall  pass  by  all  such  frivolous  motives  on 
this  occasion,  and  take  ground  on  the  great  and  funda- 
mental principle  tiiat  an  informal,  irregular,  aelf-consti- 
luted  assembly,  a  mere  caucus,  hu  no  authority  to  speak 
for  a  sovereign  State  in  any  ease  whatever:  to  supersede 
iu  constitution,  or  to  reverse  its  dissent  deliberately  pven 
by  a  convention  of  the  people  of  the  Slate,  regubily 
convened  under  its  constituted  authority, 

Mr.  GRUNDY  confessed  that  he  could  not  see  any 
thing  in  the  whole  proceedings  calculated  lo  excite 
alarnn.  The  Senator  [Mr.  Calkouh]  bad  told  the  Sen- 
ate  that  a  proceeding  in  Maryland  liad  excited  more  ap- 
prehension in  regard  to  our  institutions  tlian  any  thing 
Uiat  had  occurred  since  the  establi^mrnt  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. Now,  that  waa  the  gentleman'a  opinion^  but 
he  (Mr.  Q.)  had  seen  the  time  when  there  waa  fett  more 
solicitude  with  respect  lo  (he  stsbility  of  our  Union  than 
what  had  recently  happened  in  Maryland,  or  in  the  pro- 
ceedingswhich  had  been  adnpled  in  Michigan.  In  order 
to  determine  the  question  before  Ute  Senate,  it  might  be 
as  well  to  take  a  short  review  of  the  facta  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  it. 

By  the  ordinance  of  1787  it  was  provided  that  this  Terri- 
tory, and  all  pnrtions  of  the  territory  ceded  by  Ihe  State 
of  Virginia  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  should  be  admitted  as 
a  State,  not  by  conventions  called  fur  (he  purpose  of 
rH(ifying  a  proposal  made  by  Congresa,  but  upon  the 
fair  condition  that  when  their  popelalion  should  have 
amuunted  to  a  certain  number.  Michigan,  at  the  time 
nite  first  appied  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  poaseas- 
ed  a  popubtion  of  one  third  more  than  wis  required  by 
the  ordinanra  of  1787.  But  be  should  stale  that,  before 
asking  for  adminion,  as  shs  had  a  right  to  do,  she  called 
a  conventtpn,  and  framed  a  constitution.  The  General 
Government  had  at  that  time  a  right  (without  preacri- 
bing  the  terms  to  be  found  in  Ihe  act  of  (he  3d  March, 
1836}  to  receive  ber  into  the  Union.  But  what  did  Con- 
gress, do?   Did  Ihey  comply  with  ber  request,  or  with 
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the  ternm  of  the  ordiitance?  No.  CoD^reu  prescribed 
different  proriiiona  from  my  to  be  found  in  the  ordi- 
ntnce.  Nnw,  according  to  the  view  he  touk  of  the  siib> 
jecl,  this  sovereign  and  independent  Stktp,  having  the 
Bame  right  tu  be  represented  on  that  flonr  as  S"Ulh  Car- 
olina or  Tennessee,  has  been  fur  a  long  time  kept  knoclt- 
ing  at  the  doora  of  Congrets,  and  still  they  were  abut 
gainst  them.  He  would,  having  nid  thii  much,  ny 
nothing  further  on  this  part  of  the  subject. 

At  tlie  last  sesiiion,  and  for  some  aeasions  previous  lo 
that,  a  very  serious  controversy  had  arisen  between  the 
State  of  Ohio  and  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  What,  he 
asked,  did  Congress  do,  in  its  great  desire  to  see  tran* 
quillityand  harmony  restored  between  them?  It  passed 
the  act  of  1836.  And  yet  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
EwiMc]  now  wanted  to  see  no  such  providinn  as  that 
eonlained  in  the  act  of  1836,  and  which  he  [Mr.  Gaoir- 
dt]  believed  to  have  been  placed  there  by  the  commit- 
tee in  the  proper  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  which  he 
thought  commendable  in  tltem. 

[Mr.  Rwive  explained.  I  contended  for  the  third 
section.  I  thought  it  of  no  importance  then,  nor  do  1 
now.] 

Mr.  Grundt  resumed.  lie  was  speaking  of  the  Sen- 
ator's exertions  in  regard  lo  another  bilif  or  other  bills, 
which  were  introduced  to  fix  the  nortlicrn  boundarx  of 
the  State  of  Ohiot  and  before  that  was  accomplished 
Senators  insisted  that  Michigan  could  not  be  admitted 
into  the  Union.  Well,  wliat  waa  the  objection  now  to  ' 
her  admission?  None  that  he  could  see.  But  when  the 
Senate  came  to  pass  this  act  of  admission,  they  put  in  this 
section: 

"Tliat,  as  a  compliance  with  the  fundamental  con< 
ditiun  of  admission  contained  In  the  last  precedinjg  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  the  boundaries  of  the  said  Stale  ofMich- 
igan,  as  in  that  section  described,  declared,  and  estab- 
liahed,  ahall  receive  the  assent  of  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates elected  by  the  people  of  said  State,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  giving  tlie  assent  herein  required,"  &c. 

Nov,  that  waa  the  provision  to  which  this  preamble 
haa  a  reference.  Did  that  aeclion  say  that  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  of  Michigan  should  call  a  convention  to 
decide  on  tlie  subject?  Not  a  word  did  It  contain  to 
that  efTecl.  Uid  the  constitution  of  Michigan  authorize 
the  calling  of  a  convention  on  the  part  of  the  Legiiila- 
ture?  Not  a  word  did  the  constitution  contain  on  the 
subject?  But  the  Legislature  did  call  a  coi.vention,  and 
they  refused  to  assent  to  the  conditions  contained  in  the 
act  of  Congress. 

Now,  tojud^e  lliat  Congress  did  not  intend  putting  a 
legal  construction  on  the  section,  that  the  intervention  of 
the  Legislature  should  be  necessary,  let  htm  suppose 
that  (he  Legislature  should  refuse  lo  ac^  and  consequent- 
ly call  no  convention,  and  the  people  of  Michigan  had 
risen  up  una  tpoce,  and  {;iven  their  assent  to  the  meeting 
in  convention,  would  gentlemen  have  said  *'  llie  conven- 
tion must  be  ctilled  by  the  Legislature?"  Now,  tiiiswas 
the  consent  of  the  people  of  Micliigan — of  the  popula- 
tion entitled  to  vote,  residing  there.  And  shall  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  Slate  have  the  power  to  refuse  or  grant 
that  which  the  people  may  demand  on  so  important  ■ 
subject  as  tliis?  It  seemed  to  him  it  ought  not  lo  be  re- 
quired; and,  thereTore,  tbe  conclusion  he  drew  from  the 
question  was,  that  the  people  have  a  right  to  convoke 
their  assemblies,  the  delegates  from  which  have  a  right 
to  meet  in  convention,  and  there,  if  they  deem  proper, 
ratify  the  conditions  prescribed  by  Congress.  If  he 
were  right  in  that  conclusion,  then  tbe  preamble  was 
correeti  and  if  wrong,  it  ought  to  be  struck  out. 

He  felt  no  concern  in  regard  to  this  branch  of  the 
subject  at  alL  He  was  free  to  admit  that,  williout  the 
preaml)Ie,  he  was  ready  to  vote  fur  the  bill.  But  for 
the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1826,  let  him  (ell  the  Sen- 


ati>,  Michigan  would  have  been  reprrsented  here,  and  in 
the  other  House,  lung  ago.  Well,  now  the  people  have 
been  called  upon  in  their  primary  capacity,  and  have ' 
given  their  assent  to  the  conditions  of  Congress,  why 
should  the  Sena'e  cause  further  delay  in  admitting  her? 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  said  it  would  not 
take  loni;  to  have  another  convention.  He  (Mr.  G.) 
admitted  il(  but  every  moment  did  her  injury.  Seo- 
atora  were,  by  delay,  violating  a  greater  principle  than 
that  of  which  the  gentleman  had  spoken.  It  was  a  great- 
er infraction  of  principle  than  any  known  to  fVee  gov- 
ernment. 

He  admitted,  with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
that  the  testimony  establishing  tbe  fact  of  the  assent  of 
the  people  of  Michigan  'Was  of  great  importance,  and  in 
this  case  not  according  to  the  strict  rules  of  legality;  yet 
die  testimony  was  of  sucli  a  cliarscter  that  Legialalurra 
would  not  refuse  toaci  upon  it,  although  courts  ofjustlce 
would  reject  it,  because  not  duly  accredited  by  the  oaths 
of  witnesses.  But  did  not  Senators  do  daily  many  ads 
upon  testimony  not.onoatb,  but  for  which  the  stalementa 
of  men  of  high  standing,  honor,  and  honesty,  guarantied 
their  truth? 

Wlial,  he  asked,  was  the  amount  of  the  testimony  pro- 
duced? Why,  that  between  five  and  six  thousand  votes 
were  given  at  the  election  of  members  for  the  conven- 
tion in  September  last,  and  that  from  eiglit  to  nine  thou* 
sand  were  given  fur  the  delegates  who  formed  the  con- 
vention in  December.  What  was  the  object  in  calling 
upon  the  people  of  Michigan?  It  was  to  know  whether 
they  were  willing  to  come  into  tbe  Union  on  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1836.  They 
have  aifcwered,  and  given  their  assent  In  one  county 
there  was  given  at  tne  first  election  for  the  delegmies 
who  were  elected,  180  votes  of  a  majority.  These  dele- 
gates constituted  the  majority  in  the  first  convention; 
and  by  their  vutea  the  assent  of  Michigan  was  refused. 
At  the  first  election,  about  1 ,700  votes  were  cast,  inclu- 
ding both  parties.  At  the  last  election,  1,900  voles  were 
given  in  Pavur  of  the  assenting  party  alone.  The  whole 
thing  was  changed,  and  must  have  been  changed  by  the 
revolution  of  opinion. 

Without  going  further  into  tbe  subject,  he  wanted  th* 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  inform  the  Senate  how 
he  would  do  juatice  to  the  people  of  Michigan)  and,  fur- 
ther, how  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  to  be  obtained  in 
any  form.  Would  he  sfnd  .the  people  b^ck  again  lu  a 
convention?  The  delay  was  unnecessary,  and  objections 
woul^  be  made  ofa  similar  character.  Why  should  the 
Senator  not  vote  for  the  bill,  the  preamble  being  struck 
out.  What  difficDlly  was  there  in  it?  For  his  (Ur.  G's) 
part,  he  could  not  see  any.  He  contended  that  there 
was  nothing  of  a  political  character  in  this  matter,  either 
on  one  side  or  the  otiiert  therefore,  it  was  fairly  on  prin- 
ciple that  a  difference  of  opinion  could  be  said  to  exist, 
in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, "  Can  Congress  call  a  convention  in  a  State?"  lie 
answered,  "No!"  nor  did  it  in  this  instance;  neither 
does  the  preamble  »r  bill  give  sucb  a  power,  nor  imply 
it.  He  would  conclude  his  remarks  by  merely  decla- 
ring that,  whether  the  preamble  should  be  stricken  from 
the  bill  OP  not,  he  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  on  hia  first  motion  to  strike  out  the 
preamble  to  the  bill  providing  for  tlie  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  UnioM,  said:  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  correctly  understood  hts  object, 
which  was  to  bring  the  principle  contained  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  bill  in  a  direct  fin-m  before  the  Senate,  for 
its  decision.  Although  he  entertained  for  the  talents 
and  ability  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  the  highest 
respect,  yet  on  this  subject  he  had  entirely  difteient 
views  from  those  expressed  by  that  gentleman;  still  he 
would  say  that,  on  this  question,  parti^dlarly  on  the  doc- 
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trine  contained  in  the  preunblr,  th«  gentleman  was  un- 
I  questionably  in  error.  He,  however,  agfreed  vith  the 
Senator  that  HicliiKan  ought  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Unioni  hia  mind  had  tuider^ne  no  change  on  this  point, 
-  for  he  was  of  the  iame  opinion  at  (he  last  aeaiion  of  Con- 
grent  he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  contained  in  the 
third  setition  of  tne  act  for  her  admusion  at  (he  time  of 
ita  pasaage,  tboueb  he  aaid  nothing  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate  on  the  sobject  He  at  ttwt  time  comidered  thii 
third  sec(ion  not  only  as  unnecessary  as  it  respected  the 
rights  of  Ohio,  but  as  unconstitutional  and  dangerous 
and  aa  requiring  of  the  people  of  Michigan  an  act  nuga< 
tory  in  itself,  and  htimiliadng  in  its  consequences.  He 
was  annous  (ben,  he  was  anxious  now,  that  Michigan 
should  be  admitted  without  hsTing  any  restriction  or 
eondition  whttrver  imposed  on  her.  He  thought  then,  as 
he  found  the  fjct  now»  that  the  people  of  Michigan 
would  view  this  provision,  requiring  their' assent  to  the 
law  of  Congress,  as  an  act  m  supererogation,  and  one 
which  the  authority  of  the  constitution  did  not  warrant, 
and  did  not  reachtand  he  had  found  both  conventions 
which  had  lately  been  held  in  Michigan  concur  on  this 
liead,  for  both  bad  denied  the  power  of  Congreas  to  re- 
quire the  assent  which  had  been  required  in  the  third 
section  of  the  act  for  their  admisrioni  nor  did  they  sub- 
mit  or  agree  to  give  it  as  a  matter  of  right,  but  ss 
matter  of  obedience  only,  and  to  prove  to  the  country 
•  their  love  and  attachment  to  the  Union.  Whenever 
Michigan  shall  be  admitted,  it  ought  to  be  on  that  high 
and  elcTated  ground  on  which  she  deairea  to  stand:  are- 
peal  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  last  session.  On 
this  ground,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  vitbed  most  ardently  to 
place  her  eitieenst  and  the  passsge  of  the  bill  without 
the  preamble  would  accomplish  that  object;  for  he  be- 
lieved that  it  was  a  well-settled  principle,  that,  if  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  be  repugnant 
to  the  proviMons  of  a  former  act,  (he  former  act  is  re- 
pealed without  sny  express  words  being  used  for  that 
purpose.  T1h»<,  then,  was  bis  firat,  tliough  most  inconsid- 
erable, reason,  for  wiahing  to  strike  out  the  preamble! 
for.  If  hia  doctrine  was  true,  as  be  verily  believed  it  was, 
tbe  p usage  of  the  act  itself,  without  the  lumber  and  en- 
cumbrance of  the  preamble,  would  fairly  and  honorably 
admit  the  State  of  Michigan  at  once.  He  had  under- 
stood the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhodh] 
to  say  that,  if  both  the  Senators  from  Ohio  were  satisfied 
as  to  the  northern  boundary  line  of  that  State,  he  would 
-have  no  objection  to  give  his  assent  to  the  bill,  provi- 
ded the  preamble  was  stricken  out,  after  this  declaration. 
If  that  were  done,  as  he  (Mr.  M.)  hoped  it  would  be, 
he  had  but  little  dnubt  of  the  unsnimoua  vote  ofthe 
Senate  in  favor  of  the  admissiont  he  could  not  possibly 
see  any  quarter  from  which  objectlont  would  be  made 
to  it.  Gentlemen  had  argued  as  if  there  wus  a  party 
here  who  wished  to  keep  Michigan  out  of  the  Union;  he 
was  not  one  of  thoset  and  whatever  gentlemen  might 
say  in  argument,  he  did  not  suppose  a  wngle  member 
harbored  such  a  wish,  but  all  were  anxious  for  her  ad- 
misaion  the  first  moment  it  could  be  done  without  a  vio- 
lation of  constitutional  duty,  of  principle,  or  of  law. 
Although  it  has  been  attempted  to  be  impressed  upon 
tlie  Senate  (hat  the  controversy  which  had  existed  be- 
tween Ohio  and  Michigan,  with  regard  to  boundary,  was 
one  reason  why  the  delegation  from  that  State  were  op- 
posed to  the  bill,  he  begged  leave  to  undeceive  genlle> 
men  on  this  point,  by  assuring  them  that  was  not  the 
ease;  tbe  course  which  Ohio  had  marked  out  for  herself 
in  that  controversy  had  proved  itseir  to  be  the  correct 
one.  Congress,  by  their  act  of  the  last  session,  had  given 
consent  to  the  constitutional  boundary  of  that  State,  and 
it  had  now  become  satisfactory  as  well  as  obligatory  on 
all  partiest  and  thui  the  encumbrance  which  for  so  many 
years  had  been  thrown  over  the  title  of  Ohio  by  the  act 


of  Congress  of  1805,  establishing  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, had  been  withdrawn)  and  the  moment  this  was 
done,  the  jurisdiction  of  Ohio  over  (he  disputed  territory 
was  complete.  It  is,  then,  by  virtue  of  the  constitution 
of  (he  State  that  Ohio  ha*  taken  jurisdiction  over  that 
portion  of  country;  we  cinnot  fur  a  moment  admit  the 
idea  that  Congress  has  given  us  any  power  to  do  so. 
Congress  has  only  recognised  tlie  ralidity  of  onr  claioif 
and  removed  the  difliculty  the  act  of  1805  had  created. 
He,  therefore,  as  one  of  (be  Senators  from  Ohio,  was 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  State  of  Michigan  should  be 
admitted  without  any  reference  to  the  Ohio  boundary 
whatever.  On  this  question  doubts  no  longer  remain,  aa 
it  respects  Ohio{  and  be  felt  strongly  disposed  to  remove 
fro'm  the  people  of  Michigan  the  now  unnecessary  and 
humiliating  condition  which  had  been  imposed  on  them, 
whieb  condition,  be  thought,  in  point  of  sotind  policy, 
was  never  required,  nor  did  he  believe  that  Congress 
rightfully  possessed  the  power  to  impose  it. 

But,  air,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  the  view  which  I  have  ao  far 
taken  on  this  subject  is  a  very  important  one,  indeed* 
when  compared  with  the  broad  and  dangerous  principle 
contained  in  (he  preamble  before  us.  lie  bad  Tor  many 
years  occupied  some  bumble  station  in  public  life;  bad 
been  somewhat  acquainted  w'lth  the  legislation  of  the 
country!  that  branch,  more  than  any  other,  had  occupied 
hia  attention;  and  he  could  say,  in  (he  most  perfect  sin- 
cerity, and  with  a  clear  conscience,  that  he  never  had 
heard,  nor  had  he  ever  expected  to  hear,  doctrines  such 
as  were  recognised  in  the  preamble  to  the  b'll,  and  Buch 
as  had  been  openly  and  clearly  avowed  in  the  Senate  on 
the  present  occasion,  and  in  support  of  the  preamble 
now  under  diaeus»on.  The  faet^  aa  stated  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  CAUtooH,]  with  regard  to 
the  proceedings  in  Michigan,  have  of\en  been  repeated 
on  this  floort  they  are  well  known,  and  need  not  be  again 
detailed.  Congress  has  recognised,  even  by  the  act  of 
the  IJtb  June,  1836,  Michigan  as  a  Statet  in  the  third 
section  of  that  act  she  is  no  leas  than  four  times  spoken 
of  as  a  State.  It  is  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  not  tbe 
people  of  the  country,  as  abatract  from  the  sovereignly 
of  the  State,  that  can  rightfully  respond  to  the  law  M 
Congress)  and  it  is  only  the  voice  of  the  people  of  the 
State,  collected  and  expressed  as  a  State,  that  ought  to 
be  received  as  creating  any  obligation  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  or  indeed  any  obligation  upon  the  State  her- 
self. 

But,  sir,  what  are  we  to  undersland  by  this  word 
"  Stated*  Do  we  mean  an  organhted,  or  do  we  mean  an 
unorganized,  community'  Do  we  mean  a  country  gov- 
erned by  known  and  established  laws,  or  do  we  mean 
one  where  the  law  shall  never  be  known  but  when  ex- 
pressed by  the  public  voice,  through  the  medium  of 
county  conventions,  or  by  an  assemblage  of  the  people 
at  one  particular  place?  If  hy  the  word  "  State,"  or  the 
expression,  *■  people  of  the  Slate,"  we  mean,  u  I  contend 
is  the  only  correct  meaning,  an  organized  community,  a 
people  who  have  associated  together  and  provided,  for 
the  safety  and  security  of  all,  .written  constitutions  and 
laws,  and  also  provided  for  the  exercise  of  ito  sovereign- 
ty through  the  instrumentality  of  consthuted  tribunaliL 
or  a  Government  of  any  other  known  £nd  cstablishea 
character,  if  this  be  the  case,  then  he  contended  that  a 
State  had  but  one  mode,  and  one  medium,  througll 
which  it  could  express  its  opinions  or  exercise  iu  pow- 
ert  and  thst,  in  pursuance  of  its  own  constitution  and 
laws,  a  State  can  be  known  or  recognised  under  no 
other  character}  and,  to  use  a  figurative  expression,  it 
can  neither  think,  speak,  nor  act,  in  any  other  way. 
Well,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  what  are  the  few  facts  to  which 
this  doctrine  can  be  applied  in  tbe  present  casef  Tbe 
sovereign,  but  it  would  probably  be  more  apprnpriate  to 
say  the  physical  or  numerical,  power  of  the  people  of 
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Mkhiffkn,  exercwed  In  their  prinury  tweinblin*  without 
the  aatborlty  of  any  hw  of  the  State,  and  not  only  with- 
out ihe  lanetton  of  aify  constitutional  proTtaton,  but  in 
direct  eontrarenlion  of  conMilution  and  law,  and  by  mere 
numerical  strenK^bt  eTidenc«d  by  a  plurality  of  votea, 
hare  understood  hfr  lo  gire  the  aasent  of  the  State  to 
an  act  of  Conffma,  which  ia  to  remain  oblifpatory  upon 
the  Slate  In  til  time  to  came^  and  which  the  rrpilar  con- 
•litated  authoritlea  of  the  State  have  no  power  to  eon- 
trol,  and  which  the  people  ihrmselTea,  according  to  the 
proTiaions  uf  their  own  cunslUution,  can  nrTcr  alter, 
abridge,  or  amend)  and  it  is  tbe  assent  thus  giren  that 
we  are  now  to  emphatically  called  upon  to  receive  aa 
the  conslituiional  and  legitimate  will  of  the  State.  Sir, 
(said,  Hr.  M.,)  f  cannot  consent  thus  to  humble  any  one  of 
the  aoverrign  States  of  this  Union.   Let  it  be  constantly 
bmne  in  mind,  that  there  have  been  two  conventions  as- 
■embled  in  Michigan,  for  the  purpose  of  ennsidering,  or 
•wentitig  to,  the  ael  of  Congress.    The  convention 
,  which  first  met  was  in  pursuance  of  a  law  of  Ihe  State 
specially  passed  fur  that  ptirpoie;  that  it  vat  elected 
and  ornnixed  according  to  the  provisions  of  that  law; 
that  this  convention  dissented  from  the  propoailion  of 
Congress,  or  ralher  did  not  consent  thereto;  that  subse- 
quent to  Ibis  decinoD  it  was  that  the  people  met  in  their 
primary  Asaembliet,  and  the  result  was  that  uiotbar  con- 
vention was  bad.    The  dooumentr  furnished  the  Senate 
inform  us  that  in  two  counties  no  elections  were  held, 
and,  of  course,  thoie  counties  were  not  represented  In 
this  latter  convention,  the  president  of  which,  io  a  eom> 
nunicatton  lo  the  President  of  the  United  States,  saya 
that  "  the  convention  itriginated  Ibroogh  primary  meet- 
tngs  of  the  citiiena  of- the  several  coontie)^  in  ample 
time  to  afford  notice  to  the  whole  Sutet  pursuant 
thereto,  eleetion^  kept  open  for  two  dayr,  on  the  5lh 
and  6th  instant,  (December,)  have  been  held  in  all  the 
counties  except  Monroe  and  Macomb."   This  (Mr.  M. 
said)  was  a  relation  of  facta  and  circumstances  lo  him 
vnlirely  inexplicable't  no  time  ia  mentioned  as  to  the  no- 
tice given,  nor  what  kind  of  notice  waa  thought  necessa- 
ry, or  how  the  same  was  promulgated.    This,  aa  it  ap- 
pears to  us,  was  mere  matter  of  opinion,  and  might,  in 
Michigan,  depend  very  much  on  party  views  and  party 
purposes.    But  the  great  principle^  and,  indeed,  the  ar- 
gument, does  not  depend  on  time  minor  considerations; 
the  question  is,  will  Congress  recognise  as  valid,  consti- 
tutional, and  obligatory,  without  the  color  of  a  law  of 
Michi^n  to  lustaln  if,  an  act  done  by  the  people  of  that 
State  in  their  primary  assemblies  ami  acknowledge  that 
act  aa  obligator)'  on  the  constituted  authorities  and  Legis- 
lature of  tbe  Stated   Are  we  prepared  to  subject  all 
State  power  and  State  authority  to  the  test  of  this  prin- 
cipled  Our  answer  not  only  concerns  Michigan,  but 
ought,  and,  1  trust,  will  be  examined  into  by  every  State 
in  the  Unioni  and  although  Michigan  at  this  moment 
may  be  tbe  scapegoat  to  bear  off*  this  power  into  the 
IVealern  wiUemeis,  yet  it  may  and  can  be  found  etm- 
vcnient  to  *PplT  It  to  other  States.    Are  we  prepared 
fbr  tbls  appMation?   Is  the  great  question  now  about  to 
be  decided?   I  would  most  seriously  call  upon  all  Stale- 
rights  men  to  look  well  to  thia  matter.   Do  you  love  and 
X  venerate  your  own  conatitution  and  laws,  the  only  guar- 
antee you  have  for  all  your  peraonsl,  social,  and  political 
Tights?   Are  you  willing  to  subject  them  all  to  this  tre- 
mendous power?  Congress  may  have  a  fsvorite  measure 
to  aecomplisb,  which  may  come  in  collision  with  State 
power.    How  easy  to  overcome  thia  power,  by  doing 
what  ia  now  elaimed  to  be  right  in  Michigani  pasa  an  act 
rcqairing  the  ^ople  of  the  Slate  to  give  their  assent  to 
V't  or  permitting  them,  if  you  please,  lo  do  an;  send 
amongst  them  your  agents  and  emissaries,  lu  induce 
calls  Kir  primary  asiemblies,  to  hold  a  convention  to  suit 
your  views i  obtain  the  act  of  asKot  by  such  convention,. 


and  your  whole  purpose  Is  answered.  The  Slate  is  un- 
der your  feet;  you  are  tbe  mailer-splrit  that  direolt  iti 
movementf  I  and  you  would  have  tbe  right  to  call  upon 
the  executive  power  of  the  country  to  see  thatyoar  lawa 
were  faithfully  executed.  Why,  sir,  but  yesterday,  and 
wc  might  have  looked  on  this  picture  as  fancy  only;  but  ^ 
it  is  now  fast  asauming  the  character  offact,  and  we  may 
awake  to  the  reality  before  we  are  aware.  All  that  haa 
been  suggested,  anid  much  more,  may  take  place  under 
the  sanction  of  the  broad  principle  now  contended  for. 
Let  it  not  be  said  that  we  are  unneeesaarily  alarmed, 
and  that  tbe  ai^ ument  is  carried  to  extremes.  We  al- 
ways test  principles  by  the  extent  to  which  they  can, 
consistent  with  themselvea,  be  carried  into  efTecl.  Sup- 
pose Congress  should  hsve  a  favorite  project  to  carry 
through  a  State,  say  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina — for  in- 
stance, a  road  or  eanat— which  all  would  agree  could  not  t 
be  done  without  tbe  consent  of  the  State,  and  Congresa 
rtiould  pass  an  act  in  terms  precisely  those  used  tn  tbe 
act  for  Ihe  admisrion  of  Michigan,  and  the  Legislatore  of 
Ihe  Stale  should  be  convened  tq  consider  the  proposi- 
tion, or  should  provide  for  the  election  of  a  convention, 
who  should  meet  and  reject  the  same.  If,  after  all  this, 
some  person  should  be  found  possessing  influence  sufR* 
cient,  either  with  or  without  toe  patronage  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, to  obtain  a  majority  of  ihe  qoaliAed  electors  of 
the  Stale,  or  even  the  whole  body  of  the  p«4>lei  both 
male  and  female,  no  matter  how  expreased,  whether  b^ 
convention  or  otherwise,  would  any  man  asy  that  thia 
waa  aallicient  authority  for  Congress  lo  proceed  with 
the  contemplated  work^  Nu!  none  would  be  found  to 
avow  thia  at  oncet  yet  to  this  length  will  tbe  doctrine 
lead. 

Sir,  the  matter  can  be  brought  home  to  our  doors  in 
Ohioi  we  have  had  a  controversy  paruking  of  thia  char- 
acter with  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Statesi  the  Legiafai- 
ture  of  the  Slate  denied  the  power  of  Congress  to  au- 
thorize the  bsnk  to  send  a  branch  into  the  State  without 
its  consent.  Suppose  the  charter  had  contained  a  pro- 
vision that  a  branch  might  be  sent  into  any  Stale  by  the 
"  assent  of  a  convention  of  drlegatea,  elected  by  tbe  aaid 
State,  for  the  sole  nurpoie  of  ^ving  such  ament:** 
Suppose,  sir,  this  had  been  the  original  charter  of  tbe 
bank,  and  a  convention  of  delegateshsd  been  gotten  up, 
and  have  forced  upon  tbe  Stale  the  power  of  the  bank, 
contrary  to  her  own  constitution  and  laws,  and  against 
the  express  will  of  the  Legislature:  I  ask  every  eitixen 
of  Ohio,  what  would  have  been  bis  opinion  and  feelings 
on  a  state  of  things  of  this  kind?  For  my  own  part,  aaa 
eitixen  of  that  State,  1  h^J  rather  aee  Ohio  struck  at  once 
from  the  Union,  than  that  a  doctrine  of  this  kind  ahoutd  be 
considered  orthodox,  and  prevail  in  practice.  We  might 
wander  for  a  while  at  lai^,  and  6nd  a  resting  place;  but 
when  once  swallowed  up  by  this  Government,  our  pow- 
er of  action  would  entirely  cease.  Then,  indeed, 
would  we  have  no  Government  of  our  own;  we  would  be 
but  mere  automata  in  tbe  hands  of  those  who  adrotnialer 
this  Ooremroent.  They  would  be  the  judgci  both  aa  to 
the  time  and  manner  of  our  acting,  and  of  the  validity  of 
the  records  of  those  acts.  Would  not  this  be  tbe  condi- 
tion of  the  States  if  we  adopt  and  maintain  this  danger- 
ous principle? — a  principle  which  admits  a  State  into  the 
Union  without  law  and  without  record,  ao  far  aa  the 
State  has  any  action  in  this  case,  it  is  true,  at  waa  ob- 
served by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cal- 
Houir,]  that  good  precedents  are  soon  forgotten,  while 
bad  ones  live  forever.  He  (Mr.  M.)  contended  that  the 
principle  contained  In  the  preamble  to  the  bill  was  vi- 
cious m  the  extreme.  Shall  we,  then,  countenance  itf 
Shall  we  maintain  it>   He  truated  not. 

He  said  he  was  somewhat  surprised,  he  confessed,  to 
hear  the  doctrine  that  had  been  advanced  by  tbe  Srna< 
tor  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bocbavas^    That  gentle- 
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Dan,  if  he  undmlood  bin  com  ctlj',  not  onljr  natiined 
tbe  proceedings  of  ibe  lut  eonranlion  in  lliehb;ui,  but 
contended  thst  \f  it  had  not  KMentfd,  the  people  would 
have  Kone  on,  errn  ad  in/htitum,  to  elect  eonvcntiona, 
until  they  bad  obtained  one  which  would  give  the  aaaent. 
A  doctrine  to  latitudinariin  at  this,  he  laidf  be  could  by 
no  meana  admit.  It  waa  a  doctrine  thid  unlooied  all  the 
obl'vation  of  soetety,  and  diMoInd  govcni«iit  into  its 
original  elements. 

In  a  eonlroveray  of  this  kind  be  would  not  fear  to 
meet  tbe  gentleman,  cren  in  bia  own  State,  in  whiebt  as 
far  as  he  knew,  thia  doctrine  bad  been  first  promulgated 
to  the  country.  He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ator (oa  public  letter  from  the  pen  ofa  very  distinguiib- 
ed  citixen  of  that  Ststet  that  letter  bad  been  made  public, 
and  of  course  wai  public  proper^,  and  liable  to  public 
euminatiam.  The  doctrine,  he  contended,  contained  in 
h,  was  revolutionary  in  ita  nature;  it  went  to  prove,  u  he 
uodentotNl  it,  that  the  right  of  revolatton  was  a  right  in* 
herent  in  tbe  very  njture  of  our  instituliooit  a  doctrine 
which  be  could  not  admit  as  correct,  and  one  which  went 
to  prove  that  we  bad  no  stability  whatever  In  our  Govern- 
ment. This  doctrine  was  broached  in  a  Sute  whose  cH- 
iaena  had  always  proved  themselves- sound  republicans; 
demoer*tic  sons  <Mf  democratic  fathers)  and  be  felt  bighly 
gratifted  infinding  that  In  tfaat  State  Ibiidoelrine  had  fall* 
Cn  itin-born  frmn  the  pren:  it  wuat  once  rebuked  by 
tbe  good,  sound,  democratic  sense  of  the  people,  and  be 
thought  had  gcme  to  die  tomb  of  the  Capuletst  but  he 
feared  it  was  but  tbe  precursor  of  more  extenwve  opera- 
tions of  a  ayktem  which,  while  it  flattered  the  pride  and 
vanity  of  toe  people,  was  stealing  from  them  every  ves- 
tige of  nbcrly,  and  undermining  the  foundation  of  all 
tbrir  aocial  institutions.  The  case  of  Maryland  bad  been 
meotionedt  tbe^lea  in  that  case  was,  if  he  understood  it 
correctly,  that  the  Legislature  of  the  8u!e  having,  ai 
some  thought,  neglected  to  adopt  auch  measures  as  tbe 
wants  of  the  people  required,  that  the  people,  or  rather 
a  minority  of  the  people,  had  the  right,  by  a  convention, 
elected  without  the  authority  of  any  law,  to  put  down 
the  whole  frame  of  Government,  and  establish  a  new 
Qovernment,  with  new  powers  and  new  agents^  in  its 
•teadt  that,  in  fact,  the  msjortty  of  tbe  people  of  a  State 
bad  tbe  right  to  form  a  Government  to  suit  their  own 
convenience,  without  any  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  mi- 
nority, as  secured  under  the  existing  Government.  Tliia 
he  considered  the  first  set  in  the  grand  drama,  by  which 
be  feared  that  public  institution*,  made  for  the  aafety  of 
all,  were  to  be  abolitibed  for  the  special  benefit  of  a  part| 
it  was  the  mere  precursor  of  more  energetic  and  exten- 
sive operalioM.  Suppoae  a  few  of  tbe  hive  States 
■hould  be  disposed  to  think  tbat  tbe  Senatoria)  reprr. 
sentation  in  Congreaa  was  unequalj  that  it  was  absurd, 
and  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  that  New 
York  should  h«ve  no  more  power  in  this  body  than  Del- 
awaret  and  should  wish  to  change  the  present  order  of 
things.  True  it  is  tbat  the  eonstitution  of  the  United 
States  baa  provided  that  no  State,  without  its  eontent, 
■ball  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senste; 
but  what  of  that  >  This  according  to  the  argument  we 
have  beard,  is  but  a  subordinate  right,  always  subject  to 
the  constitutions]  power  of  the  people;  let  conventions 
be  huklen,  eleclea  by  tbe  people  in  their  primary  as- 
semblies, according  to  mere  numbers,  and  less  than  half 
a  dozrn  of  the  moat  populous  States  would  swallow  up 
tbe  twenty  unaller  ones,  who  now,  by  giving  their  assent 
to  thia  doctrine,  do  bom^^  to  the  larger  Slates  for  their 
liberties,  and  appear  willing  to  rely  on  them,  and  not  on 
tbe  conititution,  as  the  aecurity  for  their  rights.  It 
would  be  well  that  we  should  always  remember  tbst  our 
fathers  did  not  expend  their  blood  and  treasure  to  estab- 
I-ab  a  Government  resting  alone  upon  popular  breath, 
but  one  founded  on  wriUcn  constitutions  and  laws  for  tbe 


iecurily  of  all,  and  in  the  fomation  of  vhieb  all  had  Ml 
equal  rig-ht  to  participate. 

But,  sir,  suppose  all  tbat  has  been  urged  against  tlie 
facts,  as  they  appear  in  this  case,  should  be  deemed  In- 
sufficient to  show  that  the  principle  upon  which  the 
admission  of  Michigan  is  made  to  rest  is  founded  in  mis- 
taken and  erroneous  views,  yet  he  contended  tbat  there 
was  no  certain  or  conclusive  evldenec  to  draw  that  the 
consent  of  the  people  of  ftlichigan  bad  ever  been  given, 
as  required  by  the  act  of  Congrev.  Who  are  the  peo- 
ple Of  HIehigan,  within  tbe  meanli^  of  that  act  *  Surely 
the  qualified  voters  of  that  State,  and  none  other)  no 
one  will  contend  for  an  opposite  construction.  What 
evidence,  then,  have  we  that  the  convention  which  gave 
the  aatent  was  elected  by  the  proper  persons^  None  at 
all)  for  aught  we  know,  or  for  aught  that  appears  in  any 
part  of  tbe  doeumenU  furnished  the  Senate,  there  is  no 
eoncluHve  evidence  ih  it  the  people  of  Michigan  ever 
did  give  their  assent  to  the  act  of  Conf;ress.  That  the 
people  of  that  Slate  are  desirous  of  being  admitted  into 
the  Union  he  had  little  doubt;  but  insisted  that  certain 
forms  were  necessary  before  that  admission  could  take 
place.  The  evidence  furnished  to  prove  a  compliance 
with  those  forma  he  considered  entirely  incomplete  and 
unsatisfactory.  True,  aa  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
has  said,  we  bare  evidence  founded  on  publications  in 
newspapers,  the  statements  of  individusis,  and  copies  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  convention  itself;  but  none  of 
these  come  to  ui  under  oath,  or  under  tbe  forma  of  ofli- 
cial  proceedings.  The  gentleman's  opinion  is,  thtt  evi- 
dence thus  furnished  ought  to  be  considered  sufficient  to 
found  an  act  of  legislation  upon.  To  this  (he  said)  he 
agreed)  but  was  the  present  a  mere  question  of  general 
or  tod^l  policy,  to  operate  in  future?  He  tbou^t  not. 
It  was  a  question  of  a  judicial  character.  Deciding  upon 
the  proper  construction  of  an  existing  law,  and  the  facts 
that  were  to  determine  tfae  rights  of  citizens  under  that 
taw,  we  assumed  here  the  character  of  judges  rather 
than  legislators;  and  he  thought  it  indispensably  neces' 
sary  that  at  least  tbe  shadow  of  judicial  evidence  should 
bepreaerved;  and  he  contended  that  in  this  case  even 
that  shadow  did  not  appear.  In  measures  of  naked  pol- 
icy, the  argument  of  the  gentleman  might  safely  be  ad- 
mitted; bat  he  repudiated  ita  application  in  the  present 
case.  If  evidence  of  a  higher  nature  exitta,  it  is  some- 
wliat  extraordinary  that  it  has  not  been  furnished  the 
Senate.  If  we  are  to  rely  exclusively  on  the  popular 
vote  of  tbe  people  of  the  State,  we  ought  to  have  some 
evidence  of  the  votes  given,  and  by  whom.  Does  a  sin- 
gle gentleman  here  know,  by  any  evidence  furnished, 
whether  tbe  persons  who  voted  on  ibe  5th  and  6th  days 
of  December,  for  members  to  a  convention,  were  quali- 
fied electors  or  not?  No;  not  one  of  us  has  any  evidence 
on  that  point.  How,  then,  are  we  to  judge  of  the  valid. 
itj  of  the  vote,  or  the  rights  of  the  convention'  None 
of  tbe  proceedings  were  authorized  by  a  State  law,  and 
thus  stamping  them  with  the  solemnity  of  Stale  author- 
ity; nor  hare  we  any  parol  evidence,  even  without  oath, 
at  all-  satisfactory  on  this  point.  It  is  most  extraordinary 
that  we  are  not  furnished  with  any  evidence  as  to  who 
the  voters  were  tbat  cast  their  votes  for  the  election  of 
members  to  the  convention  by  whom  the  auent  was 
given;  and  we  may  ask,  and  not  without  reason,  who* 
were  they,  or  by  what  rule  or  authority  their  rotes  were 
collected  and  counted?  No  one  here  knows  any  thing 
on  the  subject.  Sir,  the  history  of  the  day  informs  us 
that  the  tide  of  emigration  into  the  State  of  Miehigsn  hsa 
for  a  year  or  two  past  been  immensei  not  only  citlzena 
of  the  United  States,  but  fbrelgnen,  who  have  reached 
our  shores  in  shoals  have  fouiKl  their  way  into  ihat  part 
of  our  country.  Have  we  any  evidence  that  this  class 
of  men  were  not  the  persons  in  a  good  degree,  who 
bave  thua  undertaken  to  K:^odel  the  constitution  of 
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Michigan,  and  with  it  the  very  prtneiplei  of  our  Got. 
emment*  Wm  it  ihia  class  of  men,  or  any  portion  of 
them,  that  liare  undertaken  to  give  the  anent  oT  Uichi- 
gan  to  hei:  boiinctaries,  as  preseribeil  by  Congresi'  Have 
we.  I  repeat  agHin,  any  rvidettce  to  prove  that  thii  la 
not  the  cIhh  or  pertona  wlio  elected  the  second  conven- 
tion?   We  have  no  auch  evidence. 

There  it  another  view  of  this  subject,  not  unworthy 
uor  notice.  The  election  appears  to  have  heen  betd  two 
days  in  each  county,  and  he  should  be  glad  to  be  inforin- 
ed  who  it  waa  that  selected  the  dayi^  and  the  number  of 
tiays  in  which  the  election  was  holden.  Who  it  was  tint 
gave  the  notice  of  the  place  and  manner  of  conducting 
the  elections.  Waa  it  proclaimed  by  one  individual,  or 
was  it  made  known  by  sn  asaemblage  of  citizens  in  one 
county  to  the  citizens  of  another  cnunty?  Did  tlie 
county  of  A  send  a  special  mesienger  to  tite  county  of 
B,  aod  so  throughout  the  State;  or  did  the  people  act 
simultaneously,  by  in&tlnci  or  impulse?  Wai  the  voting 
by  ballot  in  one  county,  and  viva  voce  in  another,  and  in 
a  third  by  the  holding  up  of  hands  or  counting  of  heads^ 
All  theie  facti^  he  contended,  were  entirely  unknown  to 
the  Senate,  and  yet  we  were  called  to  decUrr,  by  the 
aolemn  enaetmcnt  of  a  law,  that  the  people  of  Micbifian, 
in  proper  form,  had  given  their  aasent  to  the  condition 
imposed  on  them  by  the  act  of  Congress.  lie  contend, 
ed  that  the  Senate  was  about  to  establii^h  the  truth  of  a 
fact  about  which  they  had  heard  but  little,  except  from 
public  rumor,  paragraphs  in  party  newspapers,  or  from 
the  statements  and  aasertiona  of  individuals  not  under  the 
ohltgattona  of  an  oath.  Thii,  he  thought^  would  he  a 
mnat  dangerous  dcciiiion,  prononnced  at  a  very  inauspi- 
cinut  time.  The  condition  of  the  country  is  at  this 
time  peculiar,  if  not  alarming.  He  said  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  express  his  opinions  huneitily,  as  he  entertained 
themi  and  he  regretted  much  that  dtityveemed  lore- 
quire  him  to  comment  on  the  existing  atate  of  things. 
Almoil  every  newspaper  on  which  he  laid  his  hands  con- 
tained the  history  of  crimes  almost  without  number,  and 
atrongly  impressed  upon  his  mind  the  idea  that  men  be- 
gan to  think  it  right  to  take  the  ad  mi  nisi  ra  ion  of  justice 
into  their  own  handa,  aod  dispense  wliat  they  believpd  it 
to  be,  entirely  without  any  of  the  forms  of  law.  He  had 
read  of  punishments  of  the  highest  nature  being  inflicted 
by  the  order  of  assemblies  of  the  people,  in  aome  of  the 
Slates,  who  liad  conducted  ibetr  proceedings  with  all  tlie 
formality  and  gravity,  no  doubt,  that  the  convention  of 
Uichigan  had  conducted  theirs.  He  bad  read,  with  some 
aurpriae  as  well  as  regret,  advertisements  in  newspapers 
in  different  cities,  offering  for  sale  fine  duelling  piktola, 
and  pistols  (or  the  belt  and  the  pocket,  bowie-knives, 
and  like  instruments,  well  calculated  for  the  taking  of  hu- 
man life,  offered  as  convenient  articles,  necessary  for  the 
convenient  or  comfort  of  man.  Re  had  no  recollection 
of  seeing,  until  very  lately,  advertisements  of  this  fcindt 
and  the  question  very  naturally  pressed  itself  upon  his 
mind,  what  doea  all  this  mean?  Does  it  nut  prove  to  ui 
that  men  are  endeavoring  to  place  themselves  entirely 
above  the  power  of  the  law,  and  do  that  wliich  tliey 
think  to  be  right  in  their  own  eyes?  lie  thmight  that  it 
was  high  time  for  tbe  whole  constituted  authorities  of 
the  country  to  use  all  proper  meana  to  circumscribe  the 
entire  action  of  the  people  within  the  strict  limits  of  the 
law,  before  the  restraint  of  law  waa  lost  aight  of  al- 
together. Recognise  (said  Mr  M-)  that  the  people  of 
Michigan  may,  in  this  infurmal  munner,  dispense  with 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  their  awn  Statr,  and  you  at 
the  same  time  recognise  the  doctrine  that  numerical 
strength  alone  shall  have  precedence  in  point  of  obliga- 
tion to  the  most  solemn  legal  enactments.  It  aeemed  to 
liim  there  was  at  that  moment  a  powerful  reapnnsibility 
resting  on  Gungrcsa,  and  that  they  ought  to  proceed  with 
the  moat  eerious  ddiberaiion.   He  hftd  heard  for  i  year 


or  two  past  much  said  about  the  abuse  of  executive  pow- 
er; but,  said  he,  we  are  about  to  change  the  queatlon, 
and  to  establish  here  dangerous  assumptions  oi  legisla- 
tive power.  By  the  act  of  the  15th  of  June,  the  fact  of 
Uicliigan  having  assented  to  the  conditions  of  that  act  ii 
to  be  ascertained  by  the  President  of  the  United  Statet 
alone;  he  ia  made  the  sole  judge  when  the  assent  is  given, 
and  is  to  make  the  same  known  by  proclamatinn.  Has  he 
found  the  fact  to  exist?  or  has  he  issued  his  proclama- 
tionF  Not  he  has  done  neither.  He  informs  us  that  on« 
convention,  elected  and  convened  in  pursuance  of  a  law 
of  the  State,  had  not  |^ven  its  assent.  He  alao  inform! 
us  that  another  contention  had  met,  and  did  sqsentt  and 
he  further  says,  that  if  the  proceedinjis  of  this  Latter  con- 
vention had  come  to  him  in  the  recess  of  Congress, 
he  would  have  issued  his  proclamation  in  confurojity  • 
with  the  proviiinn  of  the  act  of  Congress,  if  he  was  sat- 
isfied that  this  cnnvenliun,  in  all  respects,  had  accorded 
with  the  will  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  The  President 
waa  not  satisfied  that  such  bets  existed,  upon  which  hit 
proclamation  ought  to  issue,  and  he  referred  the  wbole 
proceeflinga  to  Cungresst  and  this  very  reference  ought 
to  prove  to  us  that  the  fact  did  not  exist,  and  thai  Mich- 
igan had  not  complied  with  the  conditions  required  of 
her;  and  he  referred  it,  in  order  that  the  restriction! 
might  be  removf  di  but,  instead  of  removing  the  restric- 
tions, we  are  about  to  find  the  fact  of  assent.  He  was 
anxious  that  tltisquestiun  should  come  loan  issue,  and  that 
Michigan  should  come  into  the  Union,  but  was  not  wil- 
ling to  sacrifice  any  principle  to  attain  even  thisdesira- 
ble  end.  He  thought  it  would  be  belter  for  the  people 
of  Michigan  themselvca,  and  more  aitisfactory,  if  they 
were  kept  a  little  longer  out  of  the  Union,  rxther  than 
have  a  principle  adopted  which  both  of  her  conventions 
had  declared  to  be  unconstitutional.  He  trusttd,  how- 
ever, that  the  difficulties  might  be  remedied  in  the  way 
suggested  by  the  chairman  of  the  comm'.itee;  lor  he  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  to  sey  that  he  viewed  the  pre- 
amble ai  of  little  conarquence,  and  would  vote  for  the 
bill  if  it  was  stricken  out  t  yet  he  would  feel  himself  bound 
to  retain  it,  although  he  conMdered  it  perfectly  barmlcM 
and  nugatory. 

Now,  if  this  was  the  case,  he  hoped  the  gentleman,  in 
courtesy,  would  at  once  agree  to  let  it  be  atrieken  out 
by  the  Srnale,  without  his  vote,  as  lie  believed  it  to  be 
entirely  unimportant,  while  other  gentlemen  believed  it 
involved  a  dangerous  principle,  and  would  compel  theni 
to  vote  against  the  bill  if  it  waa  retained;  and  lie  fully 
believed,  tliat  If  the  gentleman  would  ihua  give  his  as- 
sent, and  the  obnoxious  preamble  was  stricken  out, 
there  would  not  be  a  dissenting  voice  to  the  admiasion  of 
the  new  Stale  into  the  Union.  He  could  see  no  preju- 
dice that  would  result,  in  pursuing  this  course,  to  the 
boundaries  of  either  Ohio  or  Indianat  their  boundariei 
were  already  settled,  and  rnuld  notbe  disturbed,  wheth- 
er the  preamble  waa  retained  or  not.  A  great  deal 
(said  Mr.  M.)  has  been  said  here  about  Michigan  having 
extended  her  jurisdiction  over  part  of  the  territory  be- 
longing to  Ohio  and  Indians;  but  if  he  understood  the 
constitution  of  Michigan,  no  definite  boundary  was  estab- 
lished by  that  instrument.  It  was  in  the  preamble  to 
.the  constitution  it  waa  to  be  found,  and  in  thatalone.  It 
was  there  provided  that  the  people  inhabiting  the  Terri- 
tory, as  established  by  thetctofCongressof  1805,  form- 
ed for  themselves  a  State  Government;  this  he  consider- 
ed as  creating  no  diKicnIty  as  it  respected  the  question 
of  boundary,  either  with  Ohio  or  Indians.  He  there- 
fure  most  S'ucerely  hoped  the  honorable  chairman  would 
give  his  aasent  to  thus  striking  out  the  preamble,  for 
with  it  he  thought  it  impossible  to  vote  for  the  bill. 

The  honorable  chairman,  he  aaid,  had  told  us  that  thii 
was  not  a  party  or  political  queatinn.  lie  agreed  with 
him  that  it  wu  not.   He  felt  that  he  ot>ght  to  approach 
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It » t  judgv;  •nd,  M  ftr  u  lie  wu  tdvised  of  the  Impor* 
Unt  pHnc'tple  invohred  tn  the  cur*  he  would  ende«Tor 
to  decide  upon  tt  according  to  ihe  dietites  of  hiB  bent 
jodgment.    Re  trasted  that  no  Senator  would  give  his 
vote  on  thif  question  under  the  in6uence  of  ptrty  or  po- 
litical feelings.    HowcTer,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  we  may  be  at- 
tached to  party  for  the  purpose  of  fltvoring  political 
Tiewt  as  to  Future  policyi  yet,  i*ben  we  come  lo  a  ques- 
tion of  the  magnitude  of  the  one  beFore  us,  we  must 
decide  it  upon  bigher  grounds,  and  suffer  ouraelvea  to 
be  influenced  by  the  sound  principies  of  justice  only. 
IfMicbigan  was  not  a  State,  when  would  her  existence 
ma  a  State  commence?   ir  she  waaa  State  at  Ihe  time  the 
act  of  the  15th  of  June  last  was  passed,  she  could  only 
■peak  or  rather  make  known  her  will  as  such  Slate,  and 
therefore  the  assent  of  this  latter  convention  was  not  her 
act.    If,  said  lie,  we  recngriise  ber  as  a  State,  we  muat 
date  ber  existence  from  the  time  she  adopted  ber  consti- 
tution! »nd  if  her  Senatora  and  RepresentaliTe,  who 
bftve  been  elected  to  Congress  are  entitled  to  lealu,  then 
indeed  was  ahe  a  Slate  to  all  ifilents  and  purposes  from 
|bat  timet  and  tbe  convenlion  which  anerwards  met  with- 
out authority  waa  in  derogation  of  all  her  State  rights. 
No  gentteman,  he  presumed,  would  deny  this;  and  yet 
we  are  about  lo  set  up  the  acts  of  certain  unauthorized 
indieidualf  aa  above  the  conatiluled  authoritica  of  the 
State.   There  waa  one  circumstance  wbicb  he  deemed 
somewhat  material,  which  he  wished  to  notice.  The 
number  of  delegalea  which  composed  the  firiit  convention 
wu  forty-nine,  and  he  took  it  for  granted  that  the  law  of 
Michigan  prescribed  this  number.    But  the  convention 
which  gave  its  asaent  to  the  act  of  Congress  was  com- 
posed of  seventy-two  member*.   How  happened  tbia? 
Waa  this  a  movement  by  which  certain  gentlemen  in  the 
State  were  to  be  put  up,  and  otben  put  downf  Who 
apportioned  to  one  county  twelve  delef^tea,  ihe  sixth 
part  of  tbe  whole  number,  while  an  a^oining  county 
sent  but  two?    Where  was  the  power  in  Michigan  to 
make  this  discrimination,  except  the  legislative  power? 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  admit  the  truth  of  tiiia  preamble,  and 
tlien  the  legitimate  lengths  to  which  it  may  be  carried, 
and  we  dissolve  the  very  elemenis  of  (iovemmeni,  and 
reduce  ita  power  to  physical  ur  numerical  force.    It  is 
through  anarchy  that  we  arrive  at  despotism.  Submit 
tfaia  to  any  State,  even  lo  Michigan  herself,  freed  from 
durc«e,  and  no  one  would  agree  to  it.    Ele  was  suie  it 
never  would  be  aasenied  to  in  his  own  Statet  her  people 
had  no  authority  to  change  her  political  condition,  even 
by  Ihe  consent  or  advice  of  Congress,  but  only  through 
their  own  Legislature,  and  in  the  manner  and  form  in 
which  they  bad  bound  themstlvca  to  each  other  in  their 
own  constitution.    It  baa  been  said  that  the  firat  stt- p 
from  correct  principles  was  taken  with  more  difficulty 
than  others  which  followed.   As  in  room)*,  so  in  politics: 
if  we  once  let  go  our  hold  on  the  constitution,  for  any 
purpose  whatever,  we  may  soon  find  it  convenient  todis- 
pense  with  it  on  most  if  not  every  occasion.  These  (Mr. 
M.  aaid)  were  his  views  on  tbia  imp^trlanl  question,  de- 
livered, to  be  sure,  in  desultory  and  unconnected  Dtannert 
and  he  thanked  the  Senate  for  their  patient  attention. 

llr.  STBANGB  sakl  he  should  detain  (he  Senate  but 
a  moment  or  two;  for,  in  his  judgment,  there  waa  not 
space  for  much  pertinent  argumentation  on  the  subject 
under  consideration.  He  did  not  perceive  the  alarming 
coDSequeitcea  from  the  adoption  of  the  preamble,  uliich 
presented  themselves  lo  the  minds  of  other  gentlement 
nor,  indeed,  did  he  much  care,  except  so  far  as  it  might 
be  gratifying  to  o'hers  t,o  retain  i1,  whether  tbe  pream- 
ble accompanied  the  bill  or  nut.  The  retention  of  it 
struck  him  as  being  an  exceedingly  aimple  matter,  in- 
volving QO  assertion  either  dangerous  or  untrue.  Con- 
gress at  tbe  last  session,  pasKd  a  law  constituting  Mich- 
igtn  one  of  ih«  states  of  this  Union  upon  »  particular 


condition  therein  prescribed,  and  the  preamble  mere^ 
asserted  the  performance  of  that  condition.    And  what 
waa  that  condition?    Why,  that  the  people  of  Michigan 
fabuuld  hold  a  convention,  and  affree  therein  to  be  bound 
by  the  territorial  limits  prescribed  by  Congress  to  that 
State.  Have  the  people  of  Michigan  complied  with  that 
condition?    Has  she  held  her  convention,  and  given  the 
assent  required'   It  was  not  denied,  as  he  undefbtood, 
that  a  convention  bad  been  holden,  but  the  manner  of 
holding  it  waa  objected  to.   He  was  not  aware  that 
either  tlie  common  law,  or  any  statute,  prescribed  any 
mode  of  assembling  eonventionsi  and  no  mode  was  pre- 
scribed in  the  act  of  Congress  imposing  upon  Michigan 
the  condition  of  holding  this  conven'ion;  and  it  was  rath- 
er hard  now,  after  she  had  holden  her  convention,  to 
tell  her  that  she  could  take  nothing  by  it,  becausie  it  had 
not  been  properly  holden,  although  no  landmarka  fur 
her  guidance  were  liud  down  by  tbe  common  lav  or  stat- 
ute, and  Congrrsi  herself  bad  neglected  to  indicate  any 
mode  in  which  a  convention  might  be  conatituled  satlf* 
factory  to  herself.    Michigan  was  lefl,  as  we  are  still 
left,  to  the  plain  dictates  of  common  sense,  that  a  coii- 
vetitioii  was  an  assemblage  of  the  people  of  a  communi- 
ty, in  person  or  by  their  agents  or  represents  lives,  no 
matter  how  assembled;  and  by  that  plain  principle  of 
comnnon  dense  she  has  a  right  to  ask  that  she  shall  be  * 
tried.    How  was  the  Government  under  which  wc  live 
put  in  operation,  but  through  Ihe  action  of  the  primary 
assemblages  of  the  people? — and  who  has  ever  dared  to 
question  the  propriety  of  that  result?   And  is  Michigan 
now  to  be  told,  in  the  absence  of  all  law,  and  in  (he  fice 
of  ruch  examples,  that  there  was  a  particular  mode  of 
action,  the  only  legitimate  and  proper  one?    The  report 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  bhows  that 
Michigan  has  iiolilen  a  convention  and  given  her  assent, 
and  it  is  not  denied  that  a  convenlion  has  been  holden, 
and  the  assent  thereby  given;  but  gentlemen  say  it  is  not 
a  legitimate  convention,  but  do  not  show  ua  what  is  ne- 
eessaiy  lo  constitute  a  legitim'tle  convention.    It  li:is 
been  amumed,  in  the  argument  of  this  matter,  thut  Mich- 
igan ia  a  State.    If  so,  there  is  nothing  left,  it  teemed 
to  him,  either  to  dispute  or  legislate  about.    The  Sena- 
tors and  nepreaentative  from  that  State  were  entitled 
to  their  teats  without  fuitber  action.   Me  waa  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  slie  waa  a  Stair.    She  was  unquea< 
lionably  once  a  Territory,  the  properly  of  th's  Union, 
snd  could  only  rise  to  the  dignity  of  a  sovereign  Slate 
by  the  consent  of  Congresf,  properly  given.  Cnngrets 
had  given  this  consen',  but  it  was  accompanied  with  cer- 
tain conditions,  which  conditions  must  be  performed  eie 
the  consent  could  lake  effecti  and  whether  these  condi- 
tions had  been  performed  was  the  very  matter  under 
considerslioit.    He  denied  that  Ihere  was  any  cliryaslis 
state  in  wliicli  she  ceased  to  be  a  Territoiy,  and  yet  was 
not  a  member  of  this  Union.    The  transition  must  ne* 
cesGsrily  be  instantaneous  from  (errtlorisl  existence  If 
that  of  membersh  p  in  IVe  Union.    Until  the  became  a 
State  she  continued  to  be  a  Territory;  and  only  censed 
to  be  a  Territory  when  bbe  bf  came  a  State  in  the  Union. 
Her  existence  as  a  State,  and  her  membership  in  the 
Union,  were  Ihe  cnlemporaneous  effects  of  one  action. 

If  be  rightly  understood  Ihe  reason  why  Congress  had 
imposed  this  condition  upon  Michigan,  it  was  that  there 
might  be  no  futttre  difliculty  between  her  and  the  Stales 
of  Ohio  an&  Indians,  rt  la'ivc  to  boundary.  Citngress 
could  never  decide  the  judicial  question,  as  to  whut  rf- 
Trct  any  or  all  the  circumstances  should  have  upon  the 
rights  of  the  several  parties.  As  a  matter  of  jiiudencri 
she  might  ask  conditions  which  might,  in  her  judgment, 
tend  to  pesee,  but  it  remained  to  tlw  juUi&ial  tribunals 
of  the  country  only  to  decide  ultimately  upon  their  reg- 
ularity and  eff'ect.  A  rigid  technical  course  wai<,  there- 
.  fore,  unbefitting  Congressi^apd  ootbiitf  rcmaintd  for 
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her  ftt  present  but  to  uceriain,  upon  broiil  >nd  liberal 
principles,  whether  the  condition  required  of  Hidiigsn 
bad  been  perromned. 

Sume  re  Terence  bad  been  made  to  ibe  State  of  Mary- 
land in  the  course  of  the  argument*  which,  by  the  by,  he 
did  not  think  at  all  parallel  to  the  case  of  Michinn;  but, 
H  it  had  been  mentioned*  he  would  tay  that  Ir  the  peo- 
ple of  Maryland,  or  any  other  Slate,  thought  proper  at 
any  time,  by  a  convention,  however  originated  or  or- 
ganized, to  chanf^e  her  constitution.  Congress  would 
have  no  right  to  interfere,  unless  she  departed  from  a 
republican  form  of  government.  It  was  an  affair  entire- 
ly domestict  and  the  authority  of  Congress  to  intermed- 
dle in  the  matter,  un  jer  any  circumstances,  could  only 
be  by  force  of  the  fourth  secUon  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  constitution  ofthe  Umted  8tale%  by  which  a  repub* 
lican  form  of  government  is  guarantied  by  the  United 
Slates  to  the  States,  respectively.  The  evil  of  such  a 
course,  if  any,  would  be  confined  to  the  citizens  of  the 
State  itself;  and  neither  the  General  Government,  nor 
that  of  any  other  state*  would  hare  a  right  to  interfere* 
as  long  as  the  republican  form  of  government  was  pre- 
aerrecl.  But  the  case  of  Michigan  fell  far  short  of  this,  and, 
in  bis  judgment*  involved  no  question  which  could  alarm 
the  most  apprehensive.  It  was  a  case  which  could  only 
occur  on  the  formation  and  admission  of  new  States,  nnd 
could  be  drawn  into  precedent  under  no  other  circum- 
Etance*.  The  simple  question*  he  repeated,  was,  has 
M>c}i>gan  complied  with  the  conditions  required  of  her? 
I'he  preamble  affirmed  that  she  had*  and,  believing  it  to 
be  true,  he  should  vote      retaining  it. 

Mr.  DANA  said :  I  have  listened  with  atlentli.o  to  the 
ar^ments  of  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  admisaion  of 
Michigan  into  (he  Union*  and  have  perceived  no  sound 
reason  for  rejecting  her  application.  She  has,  as  is  ad- 
mitted by  those  genllemen,  complied  with  all  the  condi- 
tiiins  required  of  her.  She  has  (he  requisite  population) 
she  has  formed  a  republican  constitution)  and  Congress, 
by  its  act  of  last  session,  has  approved  of  that  constKution. 
And  does  not  ui  imperious  duty  rest  on  ds  to  receive  that 
Slate  into  the  Unionf  She  aaki  it*  and  1  am  satisfied 
that  wc  are  bound  to  grant  her  request.  And  why  not 
do  it  now,  sirf  We  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  SdUtb  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhudit,]  that  we  can- 
nut  do  it  Kithout  a  violation  of  the  constitution;  and  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Moaits,]  (hat  it 
cannot  be  done  without  dissolving  the  elements  of  tnir 
Union?  But  how  standi  the  case?  Let  us  advert  to  tlw 
principles  and  facts  on  which  this  question  rests.  Sir,  a 
long  and  severe  contest  had  exis'ed  between  Michigan 
and  Ohio  in  relation  to  their  boundary  line,  each  claim- 
ing the  same  territory,  and  each  ready  to  defend  it  with 
their  lives.  Michigan  cUimed  an  admission  into  the 
Union)  but  Congress  could  not  admit  her,  standing  as 
bhe  did  in  a  hostile  attitude  towards  one  of  the  States  of 
the  UnhHi*  until  the  rzeiting  question  of  boundary  wu 
settletL  And  tite  wisdom  of  this  measure  is  apparent  to 
(very  one.  To  have  admitted  her  with  her  quarrel  into 
the  Union  would  have  been  dangerous  and  ruinous.  Con- 
gress, therefore,  in  the  first  place,  proceeded  to  s*  ttle  the 
boundary  Hne  between  these  contending  partieii*  up'-n 
principles  conceived  to  be  light,  and  then  to  limit  and 
prescribe  the  boundarlen,  and  point  out  the  territory 
over  whieb  Michigan  should  have  jurisdiction (  and  then, 
in  the  same  act  of  June,  it  approved  uf  ber  constitution* 
ftnd  provided  for  her  admiision  into  the  Union  by  the 
procwmatinn  ofthe  President,  ifa  majority  uf  delegates, 
chosen  by  the  people  for  (hat  sole  purpose*  should  give 
tlieir  assent  to  the  terms  of  admission  prescribed  by  said 
act.  And  to  me  it  appears  that  the  only  qucktion  for  us 
to  consider  ii,  have  a  majority  of  a  convention*  Ihua 
chosen,  given  their  assent  to  ihe  terms  of  admiisianf  If 
Ibry  have,  >veare  boun<1*  sir,  to  adm't  them. 


It  is  understood,  sir,  that  a  convention  of  the  people 
of  Michigan  was  held  in  September  last,  who  did  not 
give  their  assent  to  the  terms  of  admission  prescribed  by 
this  act;  and  of  course  the  -President  did  not  admit  th^ 
State  into  the  Union  by  proclamation.  It  i«  fiirther  ud- 
deratood*  that  a  second  convention  was  held  on  the  I5tb 
December  laat*  who  did  give  their  iKcnt  to  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  act,  as  before  mendoned;  but  the  evi< 
dence  of  this  assent  was  not  communicated  to  the  Presi- 
dent until  after  the  present  session  of  Congress.  He  did 
not  admit  the  State  by  proclamation,  but  said  he  should 
have  done  so  had  he  received  evidence  of  the  fact  of  the 
assent  of  the  convention  during  the  recess.  As  he  did 
not,  he  hia  submitted  tbe  subject  to  the  present  Con. 
gress. 

These,  sir,  are  the  facts.  And,  now,  what  are  the  prin> 
ciples  by  which  we  are  to  be  governed  in  the  case?  If* 
nr,  I  understand  any  thing  of  statutes,  or  their  construc- 
tion, the  act  of  Congress  of  last  June,  defining  the 
limits  and  regulsting  tbe  jurisdiction  of  Michigan,  ac- 
cepting her  constitution,  and  providing  for  her  admisaion 
into  the  Union  as  an  independent  Slate,  stands  ai  it  ever 
has  stood,  an  act  of  Congress.  That  section  of  it*  how< 
ever*  witich  authorized  the  Present  to  admit  this  Slate 
by  proclamation,  not  having  been  acted  upon  by  him*  is 
inoperative,  a  dead  letter.  The  power  delegated  by  Con- 
gress to  him,  now  reverts  to  ihem*  and  we  can  admit  up- 
on the  same  terms  on  which  we  authorized  the  President 
to  admit  this  State,  or  we  can  admit  upon  such  other 
terms  as  Congress  ahall  deem  wise  and  expedient.  But, 
l!r,  we  »K  told  by  grave  and  learned  Senators  that  Con< 
gress  having  autnoriied  the  President  to  perform  this 
service  on  a  certain  contingency,  that  he,  and  he  alone* 
can  receive  this  State  into  the  Union.  Is  this  sound 
doctrine^  Can  it  be  ao.>  Let  us  examine  this  potilion. 
On  receiving  evidence  of  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the 
convention,  Ihe  President  was  sulhorized  to  admit  this 
State  into  the  Union.  He  does  not  receive  this  evidence, 
or  not  in  season,  and  tbe  subject  is  submitted  to  Con< 
gress.  Now,  sir*  my  apprehension  is,  that  the  Preu- 
dent's  power  conferred  by  the  act  has  endedi  that  it  has 
reverted  to  Congress,  and  tliey  alone  can  exercise  it. 
Does  a  delegated  power  for  a  specific  object,  and  for  a 
limited  time,  always  continue?  Cannot  those  who  con- 
stitute an  agent  also  revoke  his  power^  And  can  they 
not  exercise  that  power,  when  voluntarily  surrendered 
by  the  agent?  If  not,  l  have  yet  to  learn  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  statutes  and  their  construction.  Yea,  sir,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  we  have  a  right  to  exercise  the 
powers  we  delegated  to  the  President,  and  that  section 
of  the  statute  granting  them  will  not  be  viohited.  That 
section  is  dead*  and  as  if  it  never  had  passed;  and  (he 
powers  return  to  ui>,  and,  I  (rust,  to  be  exercised  by  us 
m  the  admisaion  of  lids  State. 

But*  sir,  we  are  met  with  another  objection,  via: 
That  a  majority  <rf  the  convention  have  not  aasented  to 
the  terms  preGoribed  in  the  act  of  June  Issl.  We  are 
told,  sir,  that  one  convention  assembltrd  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  their  assent*  but  withheld  it,  and  that  their  do* 
ings  ought  to  be  conclusive.  Again:  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ewixo]  tells  us  that  the  second 
convention  was  not  called  by  aulhoritjr*  not  according  to 
act  of  Congrera;  (hat  it  originated  with  the  people,  and 
that  they  asst-mbled  in  their  primary  meetings  and  chose 
their  delegates  to  the  convention.  And  then  he  tri- 
omphantly  asks*  who  presided  at  those  meetings'  Bow 
were  (hey  oraanized,  and  who  swore  their  officers?  My 
reply  (o  these'poaltiunB  and  inquiries  is,  first,  that  the  act 
of  Congreu  requiring  the  assent  of  (he  convention  does 
not  point  out  how  the  delegates  shall  be  chosen.    It  re- 

Siires  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  a  convention  chosen  by 
e  people  fur  that  purpose.   Here,  sir,  tbe  law  has 
lel^  It,  and  wisely  left  it,  to  the  people  to  select  their 
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MrftiCM  in  Ihelr  own  vty>  If  a  particuUr  mode  had 
beenpointrd  cult  that  mode  miiit  hare  been  parsuedt 
but  ai  (here  wn  none,  the  people  were  U(t  to  their  own 
election,  and  they  have  exerciaed  their  powera  as  tbey 
thoo^t  moat  judicious.  And  now,  air,  becJiuse  tbey 
hare  not  exerciaed  them  in  a  mannen  ag^eable  to  the 
viewi  of  gentlemen,  but  in  perfrct  aeenrdance  with  liie 
KOt  of  Gongreaf,  Khali  we  act  isida  their  doings,  and 
compel  them  to  wail  year  after  year  for  the  enjoyment 
of  thoae  righta  and  priiilrgea  to  which  they  have  lonff 
been  entitled?  **Who  preeiiled  at  thoae  mrelingii' 
How  were  they  orjeinixed,  and  who  awore  their offieeraf" 
Claiming  the  pmilege  of  a  Yankee,  I  will  aoiwer  tbete 
qtiertions  by  proposing  others.  Who  presided  over  the 
meetings  wlien  the  former  delegatra  were  ehos«ni  and 
how  were  thoae  meetings  organized  ?  Who  awore  their 
ufllcen^  I  hare  no  doubt  but  that  the  town  meetingt 
were  properly  oi^.inizcd,  gnvemed,  and  the  officers 
iluly  qualified.  But,  air,  ii  that  a  question  before  thia 
tionorable  body  ?  Has  thia  Senate  looked  into  the  organ- 
izMion  of  towns,  and  to  the  qualification*  of  their  officers^ 
Such  an  instance  I  hsTe  never  known,  nor  dues  it  in  my 
opinion  exist.  What,  sir,  riiall  thia  grave  Senate  con- 
vert Itself  into  an  inquiiUorial  body  over  primiry  as- 
sembtiesf  And  where  shall  we  begin,  and  where  end? 
SnppoK  we  took  into  their  organization  for  the  year 
1836. J  That  inquiry  must  neceiurily  carry  ut  to  their  or* 
ganization,  and  the  qualification  of  their  ofBcersfor  1835t 
•Tid  so  we  should  go  on  to  the  first  precedent  under  the 
constitution.  The  idea  la  too  absurd  lo  dwell  upon. 
And  why  should  we  doubt  a  correct  procedure  in  the 
primary  assemblies  of  the  people  of  Michigan  any  more 
than  in  thoae  of  Ojiio,  or  any  other  Stale'  No,  airt  the 
people  of  Michigan  bad  a  right  lo  holil  their  primary 
meetings  and  choose  their  delrgstes,  and  they  have  done 
it;  and  who  has  a  right  to  gainsay  it'  There  seems  to 
be  a  dread  of  the  revululionsry  character  of  these 
meetings!  A  dread  of  the  doings  of  the  people?  Sir, 
I  liave  no  fear  of  either.  When  left  to  themselves,  the 
people  will  generally  do  right;  much  more  so  than  those 
who  would  trammel  them,  and  lead  tbem  astray.  Nei- 
llter  have  I  any  of  Ihnse  apprehensiona  or  gloomy  forebo* 
dings  which  seemed  to  iiarm  the  mind  or  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  in  regird  to  (he  violation  of 
Ihe  constituliofl;  nor  have  I  any  rears  that  the  elements 
uf  our  Government  will  ba  dissolved,  which  seemrd  to 
burden  the  anticipations  of  the  honorable  member  from 
J3hio,[Mr.  MonBis,]  ahhougti  we  ahotild  adopt  (he  pro- 
pMsd  mra«urea  of  admission.  Sir,  our  glorious  inde- 
pendence was  the  purchase  of  blood  and  treasure  lavish. 
iy  expended,  and  oar  constitution  and  form  of  goTcrn- 
ment  Ihe  result  of  mature  wbdom  and  experience  com- 
bined; sod  are  these  Stales,  after  all,  bound  together  by 
fiidi  feeble  ligaments?  U  Hie  value  of  our  Union  so 
slightly  appreciated  as  to  be  dissolved  upon  f«lse  Issuex, 
aim  for  trivial  causes?  1  will  not  indulge  in  such  antici- 
pation*, especially  not  aa  the  consequence  of  this  mru- 
urr. 

Much,  sir,  has  been  objected  to  the  passing  of  this  bill, 
because  the  first  eonrentimt  oF  delegates  withheld  their 
assent  to  the  requisitions  of  Ihe  net.  1  am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised that  they  did  \  nor  ought  this  to  operate  in  any  way 
against  their  subs^-quent  assent.  Coniidtrr  for  a  mo- 
ment the  situation  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  when  they 
chose  their  delegatrs  to  the  first  convention.  Thry 
were  then  agitated  by  the  qnefition  of  boundary)  they 
were  disappointed  at  the  decision  of  Congress;  they 
were  smarting  under  the  wounds  they  bad  received 
firom  Ohio;  and,  not  having  time  nor  being  in  a  condi- 
tion to  reflect  upon  Ihe  advantages  and  dis^vsnlages  of 
a  union  with  the  Slates  they  did  not  eonient  to  the 
terms  proposed  by  the  National  Legislature.  Is  this, 
then,  itrai^?  Would  tt  not  bare  been  more  strange 
YuL.  XIIL— 15 


if,  under  the  cinmmstancea,  they  had  given  tlieir  aasent? 
But,  sir,  when  passion  had  subsided,  and  opportunity  bad 
been  g^ven  for  rcBecting  upon  the  aituation  of  a  State 
out  of  the  Union,  tfaey  discovered  that  they  were  de- 
priving themstrlves  of  great  and  inestimable  advanlagesi 
that  tlieir  present  stale  was  one  of  weakness  and  expo- 
sure, and  strength  and  protection  could  only  be  fuynd  in 
the  Unkm.  Was  it,  than,  wonderful  that  a  change  of 
senlimenls  should  have  taken  place?  No,  sir,  it  would 
have  been  much  more  wonderful  if  a  change  in  this  re- 
spect had  not  taken  place.  And  is  it  true  that,  because 
one  convention  di>l  not  consent  to  the  terms  prescribed* 
soother  could  not?  No,  sir,  if  one  or  two,  or  even 
a  dnsen  conventions,  bad  refused  their  aaacnt  to  the  con* 
diiions,  and  afterward^  upon  reflection,  the  people 
changed  their  minds,  and  ohose  a  conventim,  a  majority 
of  whom  at  last  gave  their  assent,  they  would  even  tlien 
have  had  an  incontestable  rigUt  of  admtasion  into  tht 
Union.  Besides,  Ibis  last  convention  was  chosen  by 
about  three  thousand  votes  more  than  the  former  one. 

Sir,  actuated  by  these  principlea,  applied  to  these 
facts,  I  can  entertsin  no  doubt  of  the  rights  of  Michigan 
la  this  case,  and  the  path  of  our  duty  is  equally  clear. 
But  I  am  not  fur  admitting  them  without  retaining  tlitt 
preamble  in  the  bill.  1'hat  connects  their  admission 
with  the  terms  prescribed  in  the  act  of  June,  and  that 
sellles  the  boundary  line  between  MicltigHn  and  Ohio, 
and  puts  an  end  to  the  long  and  bitter,  if  not  bloody, 
contest  in  which  those  two  States  have  been  involved. 
Nothing  can  be  more  abhorrent  tu  the  feelings  of  every 
friend  of'liberty  and  humanity,  than  a  fratricidal  war  be- 
tween two  of  the  States  of  this  Union.  I  would  never 
admit  Michigan  and  her  quarrel,  but  it  ahuuU  be  fully 
and  permanently  settled  before  die  becomes  one  of  the 
United  States. 

I  concur,  sir,  in  the  views  of  tlic  honcHable  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  STRASaa,|  that  if  thia  ques- 
tion dioiild  be  brought  up  hereafter,  it  must  be  settled 
by  a  judicial  tribunal.  But  the  act  of  Congreas  prescri- 
bing and  making  known  the  terms  of  admission,  and  Uie 
assent  of  the  convention  to  those  terms,  together  with 
the  preamble  of  the  present  bill,  would,  I  apitreliend* 
throw  an  insuperable  barrier  in  the  way  of  a  recovery 
by  Michigan.  I  am  therefare  for  retaining  Ihe  preamble. 

A  single  ihouglit  more,  and  1  liavc  done.  It  is  not 
denied  that  Michigan  embraces  a  population  which  en- 
titles her  to  a  rank  among  her  sister  States;  that  she  has 
formed  a  republican  conalilution  snd  organized  her  Gov- 
ernment under  it,  and  that  Congress  have  approved  of  it. 
She  has  also  given  her  assent  lo  the  terms  prescribed, 
and  now  presents  herself  for  admission  into  the  Union, 
and  for  her  legitimate  rank  as  an  independent  sovereign 
State.  Hrr  cUrm  is  not  without  precedent,  but  haa  fre> 
quently  been  conceded  to  others.  Now,  let  me-  ssk, 
what  is  the  duty  of  Congress?  Have  we  a  right  to  deny 
her  this  privilege?  Shall  we  continue  to  debar  her, 
from  year  to  year,  of  rights  and  privilrg^  to  which  die 
is  entitled,  and  which  she  demands  at  our  hands?  Sir, 
a  solemn  ^ty  devolves  upon  us,  and  I  trust  that  w« 
shall  best  discharge  it  by  immediately  admitting  this 
State  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  the  Senator  from  Soulli  Car- 
olina [Mr.  CaLBoDii]  seemed  to  contiiler  the  question 
of  the  admission  of  Michigan  as  a  Slate  of  tha  Union,  at 
the  present  session  of  Cungresi^  as  fraught  with  alarming 
consequences.  1'he  preamble  of  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration, the  Senator  tella  ua,  imbodies  principlea  so- 
archical,  revolutionary,  and  snbverrive  of  die  constitu- 
tion of  the  Union.  The  Senator  ssys  Congress  can  call 
no  other  convention  than  one  to  amend  tlie  constitution 
of  the  Union.  Yet,  said  Mr.  W.,  they  have  repeatedly 
called  cnnventions  to  enable  the  people  within  certain 
territorial  limits  to  furn  Stal«^Goveniaienls.   And  Mr> 
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Vt.  read  exinctt  from  virioua  acts  of  Congress  to  this 
tfiect. 

[Mr.  Calbouit  here  said  he  intended  to  aay  that 
Congress  could  call  no  convention  in  a  Stair,  and 
that  Michigan  was  a  Slate  when  this  convention  was 
called.] 

ir,  then,  said  Mr.  WalkkBi  Michigan  ia  a  State,  or 
vas  so  when  this  convention  was  called  or  assembled, 
why  does  the  gentleman  refuse  to  consider  her  as  a 
State,  and  dery  her,  not  only  now,  but  till  next  year, 
any  zepreientalion  in  the  Senate  of  the  Union.  IF  she 
(Mtchlgnn^  is  a  S<ate,  as  the  genlteman  asserts, she  mu&t 
be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  a  Stale,  and  especially  to 
the  moat  important  of  all  those  rights,  that  of  represent- 
ation  in  tbe  Congress  of  the  Union.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
this  convention  m  Michigan  hai  been  assembled,  as  in 
fbrmer  cases,  by  a  people  paa-ing  from  territorial  pu- 
pilage to  State  sovereignly,  and  ia  called  by  Congress 
m  the  same  manner  as  similar  convrntiuna  have  been 
heretofore  called  by  CopKreas,  fur  the  same  purpose. 
But  if  Michigan  be  a  State,  and  it  be  a  violation  of 
State  sovereignty  to  authorize  the  people  tu  call  a  con- 
vention, is  it  not  equally  a  violation  of  Slate  sovereignty 
l(>r  Congress  to  authorize  the  Legislature  to  call  «  con- 
vention In  Michigan,  and  especially  to  call  such  a  con- 
vention in  a  manner  repugnant  lo  the  proviKions  of  the 
eonstitiilionof  Michigan?  Yet  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  adopts  the  proceedings  of  the  first  convention, 
and  disowns  the  proceedings  of  the  second  convention. 
Was  the  first  convention  called  in  pursuance  of  the 
act  of  Congress?  If  so,  that  convention,  according 
to  the  Scnalur'a  argument,  is  a  gross  violation  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Uniont  yet,  if  that  convention 
was  not  called  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
the  dissent  of  the  convention  lo  the  terms  proposed 
by  Congress  can  have  no  effect.  Now,  one  of  tbe 
express  grounds  upon  wliich  the  firsi  coitvrniion  re-, 
fiiaed  its  assent  lo  the  terms  prop"a<>d  by  Congress 
was,  lliat  the  coi.vention  then  assembled  had  no  control 
over  the  boundary  question;  the  Legislature  not  having 
pursued  the  mode  designated  by  the  conatitntiun  of 
Micliigan,  in  calling  the  convention.  And  yet  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carblina  would  give  elBcacy  to  tl<e  pro- 
ceedings of  this  convention,  which  discluims  its  own 
•Ulbority  and  constitutional  existence,  whilst  he  denies 
the  authority  of  the  last  convention,  assembled  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  of  Congress,  The  act  providing  for 
the  admission  of  Michigan  as  a  State  of  the  Union  de- 
mand^ as  a  prerequisite  of  admission,  the  assent  of  a 
oonvenliun  ofdelegatea  elected  by  the  people  uf  Michi- 
gan, for  the  aole  purpose  of  giving  such  assent.  The 
intervention  ofihe  Legislature  waa  not  required,  nay,  it 
was  previously  dispensed  with;  for  the  bill,  as  proposed 
at  the  last  session,  did  first  require  legislative  act  ion  |  but 
that  clause  of  the  bill  was  stricken  out,  aa  Mr.  W. 
conceived,  to  sattsry  those  who  contended  that  ihe  Le- 
gislature con  hi  not,  but  by  the  assent  of  two  thirds  of  that 
body,  usemble  a  convention  for  any  purpoaa  whatever, 
and  that  the  asserit  of  a  mnjoriiy  uf  the  people  wns  all 
that  CungrcH  required.  But  now  the  utmust  authority 
is  given  to  legisUtive  action  by  those  who  denied  its 
authority  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  A  convention 
of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people,  was  all  that  Con- 
greas  required.  That  convention  has  aasrmbled,  and 
there  is  satisfactory  evidence  that  it  did  trul^  represent 
the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  Ihe  people  of  Michigan.-  It 
was  a  convention  called,  not  by  Cnngresa,  but  in  pur* 
auance  of  the  act  of  Congressi  and  the  act  required  no 
other  authority.  The  President  declares  that  this  con- 
vention has  so  assembled,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Con- 
ffreas,  and  that  if  Congress  were  not  in  session,  he  would 
have  issued  his  proclamation  for  the  admission  of  Michi- 
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Nfw,  said  Mr.  W,,  the  act  of  Congress  aullior'xed  the 
President  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
convention,  and  admit  Michigan.  He  has  formed  and 
communicated  to  us  that  opini<  n,  and  now  gentlemen 
wtnild  not  give  the  effect  even  ofprimafmu  evidence  to 
the  President's  opinion,  aa  now  omdallycnniiniinlcatrdjio 
this  body.  If  tite  Prcudent  was  satit^fied  with  the  validity 
of  the  auenting  convention,  he  might,  und*  r  the  Jav* 
have  proclaimed  Michigan  a  member  of  the  Union,  He 
tells  us  he  is  sati>>Sedi  and  )-et  nnw  that  opinion  is  to  have 
no  effect  whatever.  All  that  Congreas  desired  was  Ihe 
assent  ofa  convention  of  the  people,  not  of  the  Legiala- 
lureof  Michigan;  and  if  the  convention  be  revolutionary, 
tbe  act  of  Congreu  ia  revolutionary;  for  it  requires  no 
ascent  or  aanetion  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan.  But 
if  the  second  convention  be  revolutionary,  because  not 
called  in  pursuance  of  any  law  of  Mtchigaf,  why  is  not 
the  lir»t  convention  still  n>ore  clearly  revolutionary,  be* 
cause  called  in  defiance  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitu. 
tion  of  Michigan?  But,  said  Mr,W.,.if  Micliigai)|became 
a  State  by  the  adoption  by  her  people  of  iheir  State  con. 
alitulton  before  the  laat  session  of  Congress,  why,  when  (he 
Senator  from  .Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewiae,]  at  the  last  aession,  in- 
troduced bis  bill  to  annul  all  that  iiad  passed,  andcalhi^, 
by  the  mere  act  ofCongress  a  new  convention  in  Michi- 
gan, did  not  the  Senator  from  South  Cartriina  [Mr.  Cal- 
Bonir]  then  oppose.ihat  act  of  Congrcaa  for  calling  that 
convention  in  what,  il  appears,  the  Senator  conuders 
the  State  of  Michigsn?  Yet  all  the  Senator'a  frienda 
who  voted  on  that  bill  voted  for  i(|  and,  of  course,  ifthe 
Senator's  present  position  be  correct,  violated  the  con&tt> 
tution  of  the  Union,  It  Is  aomewhat  remarkable  that 
Michigan  is  regarded  by  mai>y  as  a  Territory,  when  tliat 
view  of  the  question  will  exclude  her  from  the  Uniont 
and  that  again  she  is  held  up  as  a  State,  when  that  posi* 
tron,  it  is  supposed,  wilt  delay  her  admission. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  observing  that,  in  his  opinion, 
to  delay  longer  the  sdntisRlon  of  Michigan  would  be  an 
act  of  the  deareat  injustic<',  and  a  violation  of  tbe  spirit 
of  Ihe  constitution  and  of  the  ordinance  of  17&S. 

Mr.  TIPTON  addressed  the  Senate  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  Again,  said  lie,  we  have  before  u>  the  question  of 
admitting  Michigan  into  the  Union  as  a  member  of  tills 
conredcracy.  This  subject  is  an  old  acquaintance.  Four 
years  r|co  it  came  before  us  in  the  form  of  a  memorial 
from  her  Ttrritorial  Legislature.  pra>ing  Congress  to 
authorize  Ihe  election  nf  delegates  to  a  convention,  fur 
the  pui  pose  ot  franting  a  constitution,  and  to  provide  for 
her  admission  into  tbe  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  existing  Stales.  The  subject  waa  referred  to  a  se- 
lect Committee,  and  a  bill  was  reported  accordingly  i  which, 
however,  did  not  find  favor  with  a  majorily  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  that  day.  Every  effort  made  by  its  friends  waa 
met  by  motions  to  postpone,  lay  on  the  table,  or  adjournt 
the  oppoution  having  the  power  in  Ihe  Senate  to  give  the 
bill  the  gn-by,  the  session  closed  without  passing  ihe  bill, 
and,  as  he  thought  at  the  t>me,  in  denial  of  justice  to  the 
people  of  Michigan. 

I'he  p(  iiple  of  the  I'errilory,  thus  left  lo  seek  jusllee 
under  the  ordinance  nf  Congress  of  July,  1787,  in  ilielr 
own  way  appointed  delegates  to  a  convention,  to  form 
aconstitiitionand  Stbte  Guvernmentfortbemselvex.  But, 
unfortunately,  by  their  constitution,  Ihry  claimed  juris- 
diction over  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  neighbonng 
Slates,  They  claimed  toinctude  within  the  jurisdictional 
limits  of  Michigan  more  than  a  thouaand  square  miles  of 
the  State  of  Indiana.  This  territory  wu  given  to  Indi- 
ana by  an  act  of  Congresa  of  the  19th  of  April,  ltJ|6, 
authorizing  the  people  of  Indiana  to  fuim  a  constitution 
and  State  Government.  1'he  ttrrilory  waa  accepted  by 
Indisna,  her  laws  extended  over  it,  and  thereby  placed 
beyond  the  control  of  Congress  or  sny  other  power  ex- 
cept that  of  the  people  of  Indiana.   Tlial  part  of  the 
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euMlitution  of  Uiehigftn  which  Uyt  a  ebim  tojuriidie- 
tion  over  il,  t«,  thererore,  contrary  to  the  conatitution 
and  Uws  of  the  United  Stalest  and  neceaurily  void. 

By  the  act  of  Conf[reH of  the  15ih  of  June,  1836, 
Nichi^n  was  admitted  into  the  Union  on  certain  con* 
ditiona,  one  of  which  preacribed  the  limila  within  which 
ihe  waa  to  cxeroiae  juriadicliont  confining  her  aoatbern 
boundary  to  e  line  mwn  tbrougb  a  p«nt  ten  ntllea  north 
of  tiio.  sooth  em  eztrcme  ^  Lake  Uiobixan,  wbieh  line 
ia  the  nortbern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Indiana.  To 
the  boundaries  thus  prescribed*  Uichi)^n  was  required 
to  give  her  assent  by  a  conteniion  of  detr^stes  elected 
by  the  people  For  that  sole  purpose.  The  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  on  being  notified  that  the  assent  of 
Michigan  waa  given  to  the  terms  prescribed  by  Con- 
gress, was  autboriied  and  required  to  issue  his  procia- 
nation  announcing  the  faeti  upon  which  she  was  to  be 
■dmitted  into  the  Union  without  furth«r  legislaiioD  on 
the  part  of  Congreia. 

it  appear^  by  the  documents  communicated  to  the 
Senate  by  the  President,  that  there  have  been  two  con- 
ventions held  in  Michigan  since  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
greas  in  July  last.  The  delegates  eumpusing  the  first 
were  elected  in  pursuance  ofa  law  of  herLegialature*  'Hie 
convention  eonuatedof  (brty-ainememberB,  net  at  Ann  ' 
Arbor  in  ibe  month  of  SepleiAber,  and,  by  a  vote  of  26 
to  9 1,  rcfiised  to  accept  we  terms  of  admMon  proposed 
by  Congrest.  Various  causes  operated,  we  are  fold,  to 
produce  this  result.  The  people  of  Michigan,  finding 
the  very  unpleasant  position  in  which  they  were  placed 
by  the  non>acceptanee  of  the  terms  of  adnisaion  pro- 
posed to  Ihem,  met  in  primary  assemblies,  and  resolved 
to  hold  elections  in  the  different  counties  for  delegates 
to  a  conrentioo,  to  accept  tiie  terms  of  adndswon  pro- 
posed. 

Eldctlons  wereholden  in  an  orderly  and  proper  manner 
in  every  county  but  two.  Near  three  thousand  more  votes 
were  polled  at  tbis  than  at  the  former  election.  About 
70  delegates  were  chosen,  who  met  in  convention  on  the 
I4ih  uli.,  and  by  their  resolution,  now  on  our  tables, 
unanimously  acceded  to  the  terms  upon  which  their  ad- 
mbrion  was  provided  for. 

Honorable  Senatora  on  the  opposite  aide  of  tbia  ques- 
tion deny  the  legality  of  tbu  Utter  convention.  They 
tell  us  it  savors  of  revolution  or  misrule,  is  subversive  of 
the  constitution  and  principles  of  the  Ooverntnent  under 
which  we  live,  lacks  the  sanction  of  law,  and  doea  not  by 
any  means  express  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Micb- 
^SB.  What  would  the  honorable  Senators  have  had  the 
peoi^e  of  Micbigan  to  dof  Congress  had  prescribed  no 
method  to  be  pursued  by  then  in  electing  delegates  to 
Uie  oonvention.  It  said  nothing  about  a  law  of  ihe  Legis- 
lature of  Michigan  being  necessary  to  legalize  the  election. 
But,  on  the  other  band,  the  delegates  who  composed  the 
first  convention  declared,  in  the  preamble  to  tiieir  reso- 
lutions, that  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  derived  no  pow- 
er from  their  constitutioo  to  authorize  or  direct  the  elec- 
tion of  delegates  to  a  convention. 

If  %  eompetcnt  auUiority  had  laid  down  rules  by  which 
these  riections  were  to  b«  conducted,  the  qualification 
of  voters,  kc,  they  would  have  been  impricilly  obeyedt 
but  as  nothing  is  ssid  in  Ibe  conatitution  or  law  upon  the 
subjeot,  the  people  were  left  to  pursue  such  a  mode  of 
arriving  at  the  object  as  they  thought  proper,  and  we 
learn  that  the  elections  were  conducted  in  the  manner 
hcretofwe  usual  in  the  Territory.  With  this  1  am  satis- 
fied. I  consider  it  a  convention  of  delegatea  elected  by 
the  people,  for  the  sule  purpose  of  giving  the  assent  re- 
qairedi  tbit.tbcy  have  given  iheir  assent  wilt  not,  I  pre- 
sume, be  denied.  And,  such  being  the  case,  I  feel  buund, 
from  a  sense  of  justice,  to  fulfil  the  agreement  made 
with  them  on  our  part. 

Mr.  T.  said  be  was  somewhat  surprised  by  the  course 
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pursued  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Oh1o»  [Mr,  MoB- 
■IS.]  That  Senator  was  a  member  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  who  reported  the  bill  under  conaideratioa, 
knew  the  views  entertained  by  tlie  majority  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  now  he  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  In- 
structions to  strike  out  the  preamble,  because,  as  he  tells 
us,  it  recognises  the  action  of  the  last  convention  of  del* 
cgmtes.  I'he  mode  pursued  in  electing  delegates  to  that 
emvention  he  is  pleased  to  characterize  as  revolutiona- 
ryt  and  he  tells  u^  all  that  ia  necessary  is  to  s'rike  out 
the  preamble,  and  repeal  the  third  section  of  the  law 
of  the  15th  of  June,  reiqiiiringtho  assent  of  the  people  of 
Michigan  to  the  terms  of  admission,  and  all  will  be  right. 
I  suppose  he  thinks  all  is  safe  as  regards  his  own  State, 
and  that  others  must  take  care  of  themselves.  Sir,  1 
hope  that  the  members  of  this  Senate  will  bear  in  mind 
that,  in  framing  the  constitution  of  Ohio,  doubts  existed 
whether  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  the  southern  exiremo 
of  Lake  Michigan  would  terminate  upon  Lake  Erie  or 
Ihe  Detroit  rivert  and  the  convention  incorporated  in 
Ihe  6tl)  section  of  the  7ih  article  of  the  constitution 
of  that  State,  a  proviuon,  that  if  the  line  referred  to 
should  not  include  the  most  northerly  cape  of  ibe  Mau- 
nee  bay,  then,  and  ia  that  ease,  the  northern  boundary 
was  to  be  exteiided  so  far  north  as  to  include  it,  with  th* 
auent  of  Congress.  And,  sir,  the  honorsble  members 
from  Ohio,  in  this  and  the  other  branch  of  Congress  hsve 
labored  ineeasantly  for  forty  years  to  iibtain  the  assent 
of  Congres*  to  that  proriuon,  and  it  was  not  until  the  hurt 
session  that  a  law  could  be  pasaed  fixing  that  boundary 
as  he  wished  it,  and  now  the  honorable  member  tells  us 
all  is  well.  He  is  willing  to  strike  >he  preamble  from 
this  bill,  and  repeal  the  third  aecllon  of  the  law  of  last 
session,  both  of  which  require  the  agreement  of  Mich- 
igan to  take  tlw  nortltern  boundary  »f  Indians,  as 
now  eslsbltsbed,  as  her  southern  limit.  Sir,  1  shall  vote 
againtt  the  recommitment,  and  against  striking  out  the 
preamble  of  the  present  bill.  I  view  the  preamble  as  in 
fact  the  key  to  Ihe  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  bill, 
and  as  imporUntat  any  part  ofiL  If  it  be  atricken  out,  I 
roust  vote  agwnst  the  bill.  To  pass  the  bill  without  th« 
preamble,  would,  in  my  judgment,  endanger  the  peaeo 
of  more  than  one  State.  To  reUin  it  can  be  pro- 
ductive of  no  evil,  whilst  striking  it  out  might  be  follow- 
ed by  serious  consequences.  It  might  give  Michigan 
grounds  to  believe  that  she  would  be  supported  hero  in 
the  extraordinary  claim  she  has  set  up  to  more  than  a 
thousand  square  miles  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  a  territo- 
ry wbioh  Indiana  will  never  resign. 

I  am  in  fitvor  of  the  bill  as  it  cane  from  the  Judicia- 
ry Committee.  It  will  quiet  forever  the  unjustifiablo 
claim  of  Michigan  to  a  portion  of  the  Stale  from  which  I 
come.  I  am  anxious  she  should  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  when  this  can  be  done  wilh  a  due  regard  to  the 
in'.eresU  of  the  neighboring  Stales)  and  1  think  this  can 
be  best  effected  by  passing  the  bill  as  It  came  from  the 
committee. 

Before  the  question  was  taken,  on  motion  of  Mr  BW 
ING,  of  Ohio, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

•  I  ■ 

■  ToasDAT,  JmtJAaT  3. 

Af^er  the  reception  snd  refi-rence  of  sundry  petitions, 
the  Seniite  resumed  the  cooaideration  ol  Ibe  bill  deda^ 
ring  the  admission  into  the  Unionj>f 

THE  STATE  OF  MICHIGAN. 

The  question  pending  wss  on  a  mirtion  made  yea<er- 
day  by  Mr.  Moaais,  to  strike  out  the  preamble  of  the 
bill.  This  motion  Mr.  M.  now  varied,  by  moving  an 
amendment  to  the  preamble,  (recapitulating  the  pro- 
ceedings in  Michigan  under  the  act  of  Ihe  last  aessloo  of 
Congress  for  the  admission  of  tbe  ^tate,)  wbioh  modU- 
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ctlton  he  wtM  deiimut  of  Iryinp  before  the  qtieition  ' 
iboiilil  be  taken  on  striking  out  the  prramble. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  roK  tnd  tddretted  the  Senile 
nearly  m  follovi: 

To  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  (Mid  be)  I  have  no 
ether  objectim  than  that  vhleh  I  stated  at  the  hut  aea* 
aton«  Tlx  I  that  t  feel  reluetsnl  to  admit  a  new  Slate  into 
the  Union*  unlets  the  come  in  regularly,  in  accordance 
with  a  law  of  Confrresa  previously  enacted.  ■ 

But  I  waived  this  iibjecilon  in  the  eaae  of  Arkansas, 
beeauiie  a  precedent  had  been  set  by  the  adnttision  of 
Aliclvgan  at  ihe  lant  aetsion.  Still,  however,  1  think  It 
wrongt  (be  practice  is  loose,  irregular,  and  calculated  to 
lead  to  bail  conaequencea.  And  I  think  it  proper  to  say 
lhat  in  Ihe  present  queation,  in  any  of  ita  fornu,  the 
State  of  Ohio  haa  no  interest  whatever;  none  in  the  pre- 
Itnblr,  none  in  the  biti  itself,  save  lhat  interest  which  she 
iliares  in  cofflnran  with  all  the  other  members  of  the  eon- 
ledrracft  *^^t  <n  voting  on  this  question,  I  afaall  vote 
precisely  as  if  Oliio  were  Ihe  moat  distant  State  in  the 
Union  from  Michigan,  instfwJof  being  separated  from  it 
only  by  a  boundary  line,  which  line  was  once  disputed. 

Oo  Uiia  subject  my  colleague  and  myself  entirely  con- 
cur. Indeed,  we  have  from  the  first  differed  but  little 
in  our  opinion  as  to  the  eontroversy  lately  pending  be- 
tween our  Stale  and  Michiffant  but  we  here  concur  en* 
tirely  a«  to  the  effect  of  this  preamble  upon  her,  and  we 
may  birly  assume  that  we  speak  ihe  opinion  and  Feelings 
of  the  State  on  that  point.  We  hold  this  preamble  un> 
true  in  fact,  and  of  most  dangerous  tendency.  Our  State, 
fOf  whoM  benefit  gentlemen  profeta  to  have  inserted  it. 
hH  no  interest  In  the  thing.  She  does  not  ask  fur  it; 
nnd  if  she  hnd  sn  interest,  no  matter  how  deep  and  vital, 
•be  would  not  consent  that  that  interest  should  be  itib- 
fterved  by  stating,  in  a  solemn  act  of  legislation,  that 
whieb  it  untrue. 

Hermit  me  to  reiterate  that  there  exists  at  this  mo- 
ment no  controversy  whatever  between  Ohio  and  Michi- 
gan, nor  does  there  exist,  at  least  on  the  part  of  the 
cititena  of  Ohio,  the  slightest  feeling  of  enmity  townrd 
their  neighboring  fellow-eitisena.  There  is  no  such 
ffseling  there)  and  1  well  know  there  Is  none  here.  The 
controversy  which  once  agitated  nnd  excited  them  is 
now  settled.  Congresn,  by  its  act,  baa  assented  to  Ihe 
boundary  claimed  by  Ohio  in  1803,  before  Michigan  was 
erected  into  a  Territory)  and  unless  the  act  of  1605  is 
Irrevocable,  there  can  never  again  be  any  controversy 
between  Ohio  and  Miditgan  on  the  question  of  boundary, 
ir  it  is  pronounced  Irrevocable,  then  it  it  not  in  the 
power  of  Congreas  to  modify  or  touch  it,  and  the  bound- 
ary therein  specified  will  be  declared  by  the  Supreme 
Court  to  l>e  the  true  boundary.  But  if  that  act  ia  not 
irrevocable,  we  are  so  alTected  by  it  that  it  never  can 
be  revived  agalnat  Ohio. 

But  I  aaid  the  preamble  to  this  bill  asserts  wl»t  is  not 
1  hot.  I  ^all  endeavor  to  nake  that  poiitioo  food. 
What  !■  its  lan^agr? 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
June  Ihe  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  en- 
titled *  An  act  to  eatabliah  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  apim  the  conditions 
therein  expresaed,'  a  convention  of  delegates,  elected 
by  the  people  of  the  aaid  State  of  Michigan,  fur  the  aole 
purpoce  Of  giving  their  assent  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
anid  State  of  MichTgan,'asdeaeribed,  declared,  and  estab- 
Cabed,  in  and  by  the  said  act,  did,  on  the  fineenth  of 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-aix,  assent  to 
the  proviMOns  of  said  act;  therefore" — 

Now,  I  take  it  that,  in  the  insertion  of  this  preamble, 
the  Judidary  Committee  meant  to  declare  that  the  coo* 
ventioD  referred  to  was  a  legal  eonventioni  Ibat  it  was 
loeh  a  convcntioa  as  ii  eontemplaied  in  the  act  of  Con- 


gress for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Uniont  that 
it  was  a  convention  according  to  law.  This  isthelhct 
aswrted  in  the  preamble,  and  this  1  controvert. 

The  evidence  is  well  condensed  in  the  recital  whirh 
my  colleague  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  prtamblet 
and  we  have  it  more  at  large  from  the  Preiidenti  in  his 
official  nimmunieation  now  on  our  tables.  From  tbia  it 
appears  that  a  convention,  called  by  an  act  uf  the  Le- 
gislature of  Michigan,  did  assemble,  and,  after  delibera* 
tion,  did  refuse  to  enter  the  Union  under  the  conditions 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  lhat  their  dissent  waa  for- 
warded to  the  Executive.  Now,  it  is  said  by  Ihe  honor- 
able Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  BucnAMAV,]  this 
conventitm  was  not  held  according  to  the  act  of  Con* 
gt«as;  that  Congress  directed  the  people  to  meeti  and 
that  no  reference  was  had  in  the  act  to  the  interpo^tien 
of  the  Legiilalure  of  Miehigani  but  that  a  subsequent 
convention,  which,  it  is  said, afterwards  assembled, alone 
satisfied  the  hm .  The  question,  then,  is  between  the 
two  conventions.  If  ihe  first  was  legal,  the  laalwasnot. 
Ifthe  first  was  not  legal,  then  we  may  inquire  into  the 
legality  of  the  second.  Now,  let  roe  put  one  question 
to  lhat  honorable  Senator)  task  him  whether,  had  the 
first  convention,  instead  of  rejecting,  accepted  the  con- 
ditions eonUined  in  the  act  of  Congress,  would  he.  in 
thai  case,  have  held  that  assent  illegal*  Would  he  then 
have  said  lhat  It  was  a  convention  not  held  according  to 
the  set  of  Congress?  I  would  almost  venture  to  say  that 
he  would  not;  I  rather  think  the  convention  would  have 
passed  pretty  well.  But  if  so,  what  haa  altered  the  mat- 
ter^ irtbat  was  a  proper  mode  of  calling  a  eonventioa 
which  assented,  why  waa  it  not  a  proper  mode  of  callittg 
a  convention  which  refuaed  its  assent?  But  after  the 
convention  aasembled  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Michigan  (for  our  act  did  recognise  her  as  a  State, 
though  I  think  very  improperly)  nad  diasented,  no  at- 
tempt whatever  was  made  by  ttie  constituted  authorities 
of  the  State  to  bring  tc^ether  another)  none  whatever. 
But  an  assemblage  of  the  people,  in  meetings  which  are 
bmiliarly  denominated  caucusei^  was  held  in  aome  of  the 
counties,  and  mutually  agreed  to  call  a  new  convention. 
Coromitlces  get  together,  and,  after  consultation,  pub- 
lish a  time  and  place  at  which  it  ii  to  asaemble.  I'be 
whole  matter  waa  utterly  unauthorized,  save  b^  P>rty 
organixation,  and  waa  the  effect  of  auch  organisation. 
Will  any  man  dispute  it?  Will  any  man  pretend  that 
this  latter  convention  was  the  effSeet  of  asimuKaneoua 
and  Bpontaneoua  impulse  of  the  whole  people  of  Michi- 
gan? Is  there  any  the  IcMt  proof  of  such  being  the  fhet? 
The  convention  originated  in  county  ealls)  and  all  the 
eountiea  but  two  Joined  in  the  plan,  and  held  elections 
for  ddegatea.  What  evidence  Is  there  of  any  regulari- 
ty in  these  elections? 

Let  us  look  at  ibe  papers.  We  have,  to  be  sure,  the 
act  of  the  convention  itself,  giving  the  aaaent  of  the  Stat* 
to  the  act  of  admiaalon,  and  which  was  tmnsnilted  to 
the  President  of  the  United  SWea;.  And  we  hays  Ihe 
cert'ificalo  of  General  W■lliam^  said  to  have  been  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  convention,  and  the  names  of  tbe 
delegates.  But  there  ia  not  any  official  act  or  Kgnature 
of  any  officer  known  to  tbe  laws,  either  of  .Vlicb'gan  or 
of  the  United  State*)  not  the  slightest  proof  of  their 
election  or  qualification.  That  paper,  cnnlaining  the  as- 
aent  of  Michigan  in  a  matter  so  important,  ia  not  at  all 
authenticated.  Where  do  you  find  the  lawMteording  to 
which  it  waa  conducted?  There  is  none.  It  reata  on 
nothing.  There  was  a  meeting  of  rertain  Individuala 
held  at  a  place  called,  1  believe,  Ann  Arbori  and  we 
have  certain  resolutions  of  theirs,  which  are  to  avail 
against  the  dcunga  of  a  convention  hekl  in  pursuance  of 
a  law  of  the  State,  and  all  whose  acta  are  fully  and  legal* 
)y  authrnlicated.  I  cannot  recognise  such  a  paper.  I 
must  do  violence  to  my  own  jiulgmcnt,  sbouU  I  receive 
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it.  Ef«i  the  diairrmn  of  the  Judtoiftry  Cammittee 
eoald  not  do  it.  Me  called  upon  Ibe  Senators  elect  (and 
wboM  admianon  here  to  to  follov  the  pamge  of  the  bill) 
to  my  (hat  every  thing  at  this  aeir-Atyled  convention  was 
veil  and  dnlycmduMedt  and  theydosayK^  and  give  the 
private  letlera  of  certain  indirtduala  to  that  efTcet.  And 
they  give*  further— «ml  that  [  underttaod  to  be  the  evi- 
dtoee  prineipaUy  relied  on— «nartiele  from  a  Detroit 
newipaperv  atating  that  auch  u  election  wai  hid,  sueh 
convntion  held,  3,000  more  votea  were  (pven  for  the 
delegatea  to  thia  laat  convention  than  for  ihoae  who  con- 
flt killed  the  first  convention.  This,  air,  is  the  evidence 
to  support  an  organic  law  of  a  new  State  about  to  enter 
the  Union!  Yest  of  an  organic  law*  the  very  highest 
act »  eoaimunily  of  men  can  perform.  Letten.  refer- 
ring la  other  lettera!  and  a  aerap  of  a  newapaper! 

I  an  not  eatisfied  that  (he  Government  or  ray  counfry, 
or  of  any  portion  of  it,  should  stand  on  such  a  founds- 
tim.  I  am  not  willing  that  an  organic  law  of  a  sover- 
e^  State  should  be  thus  made  and  thus  suthentieated. 

But  supposing  that  all  the  eountirs  of  Michigan  did 
«gree  to  the  proposal,  and  did  send  delegates  to  this  last 
eonvcDtion*  and  we  had  the  retumi  of  the  elections; 
yet  who,  I  aifc.  prcaidcd  at  the  poUs?  Who  determin- 
ed what  votea  anouM  be  reenved/  How  many  votes 
waseaeh  roan  who  favored  the  object  permitted  to  give^ 
Who  voted?  Was  it  the  qualified  elector*,  or  was  it  all 
■the  men*  jworaen,  and  children,  of  Michigan  and  its  vicin- 
ity? 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Maine  [Hr.  Daita]  says 
we  are  not  in  the  habit  of  going  into  town  meetings  to  see 
whether  the  votes  are  r^fulany  polled  for  members  of 
CofU|Teat  end  be  ufci  why  we  ihould  be  so  particular  in 
tUaeaie.  The  gentleman  aeefflitohevc  no  eooeeption  of 
Ibe  difficulty  in  which  his  party  have  involved  themielres. 
It  is  true,  we  dtm't  go  into  the  doinga  of  town  meet- 
ings) and  why?  Becauae  thoae  meetings  are  held  by 
regular  authority  t  the  officers  who  preside  are  appointed 
by  the  State,  and  their  certificate  ii  official  and  legal  ev- 
idence of  that  which  they  certify.  That  certificate  is  aub- 
mittcd  to  a  superior  officer,  appointed  also  aecvrdiiv  to 
lawt  that  high  officer  of  the  State  ia  known  to  the  nation, 
Bed  hb  eertiAcate  ii  evidenee  to  as  of  all  that  it  covers, 
Ihua  eonstilutii^  a  regular  chain  nf  legal  evidence  and 
official  aalbentication.  But  here  there  ia  no  official,  no 
legal  evidence  whatever--nothing  but  the  eertiftcatfs 
-end  sutemenli  of  aoauthortxed  and  geoerelly  intereatcd 
individuab. 

In  tbb  caae,  therefore.  If  we  aim  at  truth,  we  mint  go 
into  deuili  we  miiat  ptril  the  votesi  we  must  see  for  uur- 
eelvee  whether  Uie  people  were  eallcd  together,  end  how 
called,  and  whether  they  dmred  the  calli  because  we 
have  no  regularly  appointed  chain  of  officerato  ascertain 
these  fiwta  and  certify  them  to  us. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee  says,  that 
though  we  may  be  without  evidenee  which  is  strictly  le- 
gal, yet  we  do  possess  auch  evidence  V  is  made  every 
day  the  buie  of  legiabtlent  nay,  that  we  often  proceed 
OB  moch  looser  evMcncet  end  he  leema  to  think  that  we 
•may  well  dispense  with  that  exact  legal  evidence  on  this 
eeca^.  And  yet  he  says  that  the  reciul  in  the  pre- 
eoible  of  (he  bill,  contMning  an  assertion  of  facts  of  which 
we  have  no  1^1  proof,  will  create  a  Ipgnl  estoppel 
against  Michigan,  which  will  forever  bar  her  from  liere-' 
after  contesting  the  question  of  bonndary  with  Ohio, 
indeed !  and  what  sort  of  an  estoppel  b  thw  to  bind  a 
invereign  and  independent  community'  The  lettera  of 
A,  B,  end  C,  and  a  pamgrapb  in  a  Detroit  newspaper! 
Will  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee 
of  the  Senate  of  (he  United  States  place  himself  upon 
thb  ground  in  a  matter  of  such  moment?  He  cannot,  T 
am  aure,  have  duly  considered  the  malleri  he  could  not 
ddiberately  wbh  to  bind  one  of  the  States  of  thia  confed- 


ersfiy  by  an  act  resting  on  thia  loose  sssertion,  without 

evidence. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  law  of  Congress  pointed 
out  no  particular  mode  in  which  the  people  of  Michigan 
were  to  meet,  in  order  to  express  their  assent  or  dissent 
to  ihe  proposition  contained  in  the  lawi  that  this  was  an 
omission  on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  no  fikult  in  the 
people  of  Michigan.  Agreedt  1  know  it  waa  e  defect  in 
the  law.  laawit,  too,atthetiine.  1  understood  and sug< 
getted  it,  but  to  no  purpose.  But  how  waa  that  bill  pasa. 
ed?  It  waa  forced  through  the  Senate  by  a  majority  of 
one  votet  it  was  driven  through  late  at  nighti  and  those 
who  were  opposed  to  it  had  not  time  allowed  ihem  to 
state  and  to  support  their  objections,  or  even  toconnsel 
with  the  majority  as  to  the  mode  of  obviatii^  tbemi  end 
for  the  reaaon,'if  t  rightly  remember,  that  one  of  (be 
Senathra  on  the  other  ude  wished  to  make  a  short  ex* 
euraion  of  buainrss  or  pleasure  into  the  country. 

I,  for  one,  looked  upon  the  third  section  of  the  act 
for  the  adnusaiiin  of  Michigan  as  a  perfectly  nugatory 
provision.  It  teems  to  be  supposed  that  tbe  Senators 
from  Ohio  sought  the  insertion  of  this  third  section  be- 
cause they  did  not  sgree  that  tbe  aasent  o(  the  Legiab* 
tore  of  Michigan  and  her  Senators  and  Bepreaeetetive 
hereto  the  conditions  in  tbe  bill  would  be  binding  on  tbe 
State.  We  did,  it  b  true,  hold  that  their  assent  would 
be  invalid.  We  did,  it  ia  true,  aay  that  their  assent 
would  be  nugatory*  but  we  did  not,  therefore,  ask  for 
the  third  section  authoricing  a  convention,  and  we  held 
that  the  assent  of  such  convention,  if  given,  would  be 
void  also.  And  why?  Because  Congress  had  reeognbed 
the  constitution  of  Michigan  aa  that  of  a  sovereign  Statei 
we  had  recognised  her  Senatora  as  elected  under  it,  and 
then  proposed,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  to  authoriie  the 
amendment  of  that  constitution  in  another  mode  than  that 
pointed  out  by  the  constitution  itself.  And  if  she  were 
a  SU(e,  as  that  law  avers,  1  held,  and  I  hold  now,  that 
we  could  no  more  touch  her  conatitution  by  an  act  of 
Congresa,  than  (hat  of  any  other  sovereiga  State,  I  in< 
deed  did  not  admit  that  she  was  a  SUtei  but  geatlemcD 
on  the  other  aide  did  aver  iti  that  bw  aaaamed  it,  and  an 
esscnttal  part  of  lu  prmiaioni  rested  on  tbe  assumption. 
Gentlemen  having  taken  Ibelr  position,  aedsusUinedilb/ 
a  vote  of  the  Senate,  had  no  right  to  change  that  position; 
and  on  (he  ground  chosen  by  them^Wea  we  met  ihem, 
and  now  meet  them.  The  act,  then,  as  it  is  now  construed 
by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  aulhorieed  the  peo- 
ple of  ■  Stsle  to  meet  in  convention  and  amend  their 
eonstituliont  and,  in  the  plenitude  of  our  power  and  of 
our  democrat,  we  pan  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale, 
and  appeal  direetly  to  the  peoplet  we  ask  the  people  to 
act  without  oi^nisation,  without  lawi  and  when  they,  or 
such  part  of  them  as  will  obey  oor  call,  have  ao  acted, 
we  pronounce  tbe  act  valid,  and  the  constitution  of  the 
State  changed.  You  have  the  aame  right,  air,  to  aet 
aside  the  regubrly  conatitnled  authorities  of  Ohio,  to 
psss  by  her  constitution  and  htf  LegiaUtore,  and  appeal 
to  the  people  to  change  (bcir  organic  hwt  end  when  the 
caucus  which  yon  have  ao  called  shall  have  met  and 
changed  it,  yo>i  have  the  same  rif^ht  to  ree(}gnbe  and 
hold  It  binding  upon  the  State.  Tbe  doctrine  b  mon- 
strous, and  or  most  mischievous  ten-)ency. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Obcvbt]  that  thb  u  no  party  question.  It  U  venr  true 
it  ought  not  to  be  (nade  one;  so  far  as  I  have  any  feeling 
in  the  matter,  it  can  only  be  thus  far  a  party  question. 
If  Ihe  parties  in  this  republio  have  reaolved  themselves 
into  a  eomtitutionat  and  etoeus  party,  1  am  of  the  party 
that  goesforconstilutions  and  constitutional  government, 
against  caucus  and  t  government  by  caucus.  And  aa 
this  preamble  goes  direetly  to  put  down  constitutional 
government,  and  put  up  in  its  place  and  legalize  a  gov- 
erameat  by  caucus,  I  am  oppowd^to  it,  and  I  belong  to 
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JMinMm  of  iEekigan, 


R  party  every  member  of  which,  if  true  (o  hii  principlM^ 
must  tlw  oppose  it. 

When  Mr.  Rtimo  bid  ennelnded, 

Mr.BUCHANAN  row  and  ftddrened  the  Chair  u  fol- 
low*: 

Mr.  Preiident:  Judj^ng  from  ihe  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  [Idr.  CaLaouvtj  thii  would 
•eem  to  bs  a  qiieatlon  b\g  with  the  fmtc  of  uie  ennttitu* 
tlon  and  Ihe  country.  Accordintr  to  him*  the  adoption 
of  the  preamble  to  the  bill  admittinf;  Michigan  into  the 
Union*  as  it  wai  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
eUry,  would  ent'iil  upon  us  eviU  as  numerous  and  as 
deadly  as  those  contained  in  Pandora's  box,  whilst  hope 
would  not  even  remain.  After  depicting  tn  melancholy 
eolors  the  cruet  destiny  of  our  country,  should  this  pre- 
cedent be  established,  he  concludes  by  atying;,  that  in 
such  an  event  this  Gfivernment  would  become  **  one  of 
the  most  odious  snd  despotic  GovernmeitU  Ibat  ever  ex* 
tsted  on  the  face  of  the  earth." 

I  presume  it  is  attributable  lo  my  colder  temperament 
that  1  feel  none  of  these  terrors.  In  my  opinion,  they 
spring  iltogether  from  the  Senator's  ardent  imagination 
and  creative  genius.  Since  I  came  into  public  life»  I 
have  known  the  country  to  be  ruined  at  least  twenty 
time^  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemeni  yet  it  would  aeem 
that  the  more  we  are  thus  ruined,  the  more  we  flour- 
ish. Experience  has  taught  me  to  pay  little  attention  to 
these  doleful  predictions. 

The  best  answer  which  can  be  given  to  Ihe  Senator  is 
to  come  at  once  to  the  question.  To  stste  it  in  its  plain 
and  simple  character  will  at  once  dissipate  every  fear. 
Its  decision  will  be  attended  with  but  little  difficulty,  be* 
cause  it  involves  no  new  prineipleat  and  as  to  its  impor- 
tame  as  ■  precedent,  ve  shall  probably  never  hear  of  it 
again,  after  the  arlmission  nf  Michigan  into  the  Union. 

What,  then,  is  the  question.'  On  this  subject  our 
memories  would  seem  to  be  strangely  ^in  fsiilt.  We 
cannot  recollect  from  one  session  to  the  other.  I  wish 
to  recall  the  attention  of  Senators  to  the  fact.  It  was 
deemed  of  great  Importance  at  the  hat  session  to  obtain 
the  consent  of  Michigan  to  the  settlement  of  the  bound- 
ary between  her  and  Ohio.  To  accompliih  this  pur- 
pose  was  then  of  so  much  consequence.  In  our  opinion, 
that  we  offered  to  Michigan  a  large  territory  on  her 
northern  boundary,  as  >  compensation  for  what  she 
should  yield  to  Ohio  on  the  snutht  and  we  made  herae- 
ceptiince  of  this  oifer  a  condition  precedet^t  of  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union.  We  then  believed,  and  I  still 
believe,  that  this  waa  the  only  mode  of  settling  forever 
the  disputed  boundary  between  Ohio  and  Michigan, 
which  has  alrendy  involved  us  in  so  many  difficulties, 
threatening  bloodshed  and  civil  war  on 'that  frontier. 
This  was  then  deemed  the  only  mode  of  obtaining  an 
absolute  relinquishment  of  all  claim,  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  Michigan,  to  (he  territory  in  dispute  with  Ohio. 
It  became  my  duty  at  the  last  session  to  investigate  this 
subject  thoroughly;  and  I  had  many  conrerencea  upon  it 
witli  the  then  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
[Mr.  Clittos] — a  man  of  at  clear  a  head  and  as  honest 
a  heart  as  ever  adorned  thia  chamber,  t  am  hsppy  to 
state  that,  although  we  concurred  in  opinion  (hat  Michi- 
gan had  no  right  to  this  territory  under  the  compact  of 
1787,  yet  we  also  believed  that  the  only  mode  of  put- 
ting the  question  at  rest  forever  was  to  obtain  her  own 
aolcmn  recognition  of  the  right  of  Ohio.  For  this  very 
purpose,  the  third  section  was  inserted  in  the  act  of  the 
jastsesrion,  declaring  "that,  as  a  eomplianee  with  the 
fundamental  condition  of  admission"  into  the  Union,  the 
boundaries  of  the  State  Michigan,  as  we  then  estab- 
lished there,  "  shall  receive  the  aatent  of  a  convention  of 
delegates  elected  by  the  people  of  said  State,  for  the 
K>te  purpose  of  giving  the  assent  herein  required." 

Shall  we  nowt  after  Hiebigan  has  given  tbia  assent  in 


the  terms  prescribed,  release  her  from  this  oUigatkmf 
Shall  we  now  strike  out  the  preamble  by  which  we  rec- 
ognise the  validity  and  binding  effect  of  (he  aasent  given 
by  Ihe  last  convention  of  delegates,  and  thus  throw  the 
boundary  question  again  open?  Shall  we  undo  all  wa 
have  done  with  so  much  care  at  the  last  session,  and  ad- 
mtt  Michigan  into  the  Union  at  though  we  had  never  re- 
quired from  her  any  assent  to  this  conation  t  I  trust 
not.  And  here  permit  me  to  exprees  my  astont^ment 
that  the  Senators  from  Ohio  should  both  advocalft  this 
coune.  I  have  no  riglit  to  judge  for  them,  but  it  does 
seem  to  me  they  are  willing  to  abandon  the  only  securi- 
ty v^hich  we  have  against  a  repetition  of  the  scenes 
which  we  have  already  witnessed  on  the  frontiers  of 
Ohio  and  Michigan. 

To  show  that  my  fears  are  not  vwn,  let  me  present 
the  state  in  which  thia  question  will  be  placed,  in  case 
we  do  not  adopt  the  preamble.  I  think  I  may  assert* 
wi'h  perfect  safety,  that  there  are  ninety-nine  citisens 
of  Michigan  out  of  every  hundred  who  firmly  believe 
that  the  ordinance  of  1787  fixes  irrevocably  the  southern 
boundary  of  that  Stale.  If  this  were  iU  correct  con- 
struction, it  will  not  be  denied  by  any  that  no  human 
power  can  change  it  without  the  consent  of  the  people 
of  Michigan.  This  ordinance,  which  le-cohlfrmed  by 
the  constitution  of  (he  United  States,  to  use  its  own  lao- 
vusge,  is  a  compact  between  the  original  States  and  the 
people  and  States  in  the  said  Territory,  and  must  for- 
ever remain  unalterable,  unless  by  common  consent. 
Hence  the  vast  importance  of  obtaining  (he  consent  of 
Michigan  to  the  proposed  change  In  her  boundary.  The 
language  of  the  ordinance  under  which  she  claims  the 
disputed  territory  is  as  fullows:  "Provided,  Iwweyrr, 
and  it  is  further  understood  and  declared,  thatUiebound- 
aries  of  these  three  States  (Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois) 
shall  be  subject  so  far  to  be  altered  that,  if  Congress 
shall  hereafter  find  it  expedient,  they  shall  iiaveauthori. 
ty  lo  form  one  or  two  Stales  in  that  part  of  said  territory 
which  lies  north  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through 
the  Boutherly  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan." 
Michigan  contends  that  Congress  having  determined  to 
form  two  Stales  north  of  this  line,  the  ordinance  makee 
it  irrevocably  her  aoufhern  boundary.  Some  of  the 
most  distinguished  men  in  the  country,  we  know,  are 
of  this  opinion.  Can  any  Senator,  therefore,  believe 
for  a  moment  that,  if  we  now  I«ave  this  question  unset- 
tled, it  will  never  be  tried  by  Michigan?  Can  we  be- 
lieve that  she  will  acquiesce  in  a  decinon  of  Congress 
which  a  vast  majority  of  her  people  believe  to  have  been 
unjust?  Release  her  from  the  assent  which  she  has  giv. 
en  to  the  settlement  of  this  question,  and  then  it  remaina 
as  open  as  it  ever  was.  The  point,  then,  to  be  decided 
is,  whether  the  ordinance  does  fix  her  southern  bound- 
ary  or  not.  Admitting  it  did,  it  is  manifest  that  the  act 
of  Congress  repealing  it,  and  giving  the  territory  in  di^ 
pute  lo  Ohio,  would  be  a  violation  uf  its  provikiuns,  and 
thus  become  a  dead  letter-  Yes,  sir,  the  consent  of 
Michigan  )s  alMmportant  lo  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
Uniont  and  now,  when  we  have  obtained  it,  shall  we  cast 
it  away  by  rejecting  this  preamble?  That  is  the  quea- 
lion  which  1  shall  now  proceed  to  discuss. 

Why,  then,  should,  we  reject  this  preamble,  which 
will  forever  terminate  the  dispute  between  these  two 
States'  Becauaej  says  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Caibook,]  this  convention  of  delegates,  elected  by 
the  people  of  Michigan,  was  not  authorized  by  a  previ- 
OQS  act  of  their  SUie  Legislature,  and  therefore  their 
proceedinga  are  a  nullity.  It  is  revolutionary,  it  is 
dangerous  in  itself  to  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  still 
more  dangerous  as  a  precedent  for  future  cases.  If  this 
be  true,  the  people  of  Michigan  arc  in  a  most  unfortu- 
nate position.  At  Ihe  lust  session  of  Congress,  if  we  had 
attempted  to  ioKrt  in  the  bill  a  proyi|ioa  to  raake  the 
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previoui  ast  oF  the  Lcgiilitare  neeetnrj,  it  would  then 
bare  been  opposed  m  a  rerolutionarjr  meatare.  It  would 
haTe  been  demonttnted  by  Senator!  that  the  Le{r'>sia> 
ture  of  Michigan  waa  an  unauthorised  atsembly,  posset- 
sng  no  legittmate  power*)  that  it  wasa  body  which  we  had 
never  recognitedt  and,  therefore,  we  could  refer  nothing 
to  its  decision.  In  making  these  assertions.  I  spesk  from 
the  record. 

It  appears  from  tbe  journals  that,  on  the  36(h  of 
January  kit,  the  Vice  Frerident  cnninuntcated  to  the 
Senate  "the  memorial  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatlrea  of  the  Slate  of  Michigan,"  on  the  sub* 
jcct  of  their  right  to  be  admitted  into  the  Untoa.  On  the 
notion  of  Mr.  Uendricks,  this  memorial  was  rererred, 
accompanied  by  a  decltralion  '*  that  the  Senate  regird 
the  same  in  no  other  light  than  as  the  voluntary  act  of 
private  individuals."  Mr.  Ruggles  moved  to  strike  out 
tbisdecUrationt  ind,  on  the  yets  and  nays,  his  motion 
was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  30  to  13.  Thus  the  Senate 
then  aolemnly  determined  that  the  Legislature  of  Htchi* 
gan  vat  a  mere  assembly  of  private  individuals)  and  yet 
now  we  are  told  by  tbe  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Cauoitv,]  that,  because  this  very  legislature  did  not 
pass  an  act  to  authorize  the  holding  of  the  convention, 
all  its  proceediiws  are  void  and  revolutionary.  How  will 
he  reeondle  thia  ineonniteney.'  Truly,  the  people  of 
Michigan  are  in  a  deplorable  condition.  Tbey  cannot 
av<^  the  whirlpool  of  Scylla  without  being  ingulfed  in 
Gbarybdis.  At  the  last  session,  their  Legislature  wss  & 
mere  lawless  assemblyt  but  now  they  are  so  omnipotent 
ttiat  the  sovereign  people  of  the  State  cannot  elect  dele- 
gates to  a  convention  without  their  previous  authority. 
Let  us  proceed  one  step  further  with  our  evidence  from 
(be  record.  The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  itito 
the  Union,  when  ftrst  reported  by  tbe  committee,  pro- 
vided that  the  assent  to  (he  boundaries  of  the  State,  rc> 
quired  by  the  third  section,  should  be  given  by  their 
Senatora  and  Representative  in  Congress,  and  by  the 
Legislature  of  (lie  State.  1  speak  from  memory, bullfeel 
confident  I  am  correct.  It  would  have  been  a  vain  at- 
tempt to  support  this  provision  in  the  face  of  the  vote  of 
tbe  Senate  to  which  I  have  referred.  What,  sir,  refer 
'  to  a  body  whom  we  had  solemnly  declared  was  composed 
■lercly  of  private  individuul*  the  quesMon  of  assent  ton 
eondition  for  the  purpose  of  binding  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple of  Uiehigaii!  This  would  have  been  as  absurd  as  it 
was  inconsistent.  We  shou'd  then  have  been  told  (hat 
there  was  no  mode  of  escaping  tliis  difficulty  but  by  at 
once  dispensing  with  every  intermediate  sK^ncy,  and  re- 
ferring the  question  directly  to  the  original  source  of 
power,  tbe  people  of  Michigan  in  their  primary  capacity. 
This  was  done,  uid  that,  too,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
^  Senate.  On  tbe  1st  of  April  last,  Mr.  Wright  moved  to 
strike  out  the  provision  to  which  I  have  rewrred,  and  to 
insert  in  its  stead  that  the  assent  required  should  be 
given  by  **  a  convention  of  delrgaies  elected  by  the 
people  of  the  said  State  for  the  sole  purpose  uf  giving 
the  assent  herein  retjuired."  Every  Senator  llien  in  his 
place  voted  fur  this  amendment,  and  by  his  vote  decided 
that  it  was  proper  to  submit  the  question  to  delegates 
elebted  b^  the  people  in  their  primary  capacity.  It  wss 
tboa  unanimously  incorporated  into  tlie  law. 

How  does  the  Senator  from  South  Carotina  [Mr.  Cal- 
■oom]  now  attempt  to  evade  the  force  of  this  argument  ? 
He  cannot  contend  that  the  act  of  Congress  refers  to  any 
action  of  the  State  Legislature  as  being  necessary  to  Ihr 
call  of  this  convention.  If  be  did,  the  act  ilself  would 
stare  him  full  in  the  fa«e. 

[Mr.  Ct.zanvs  here  explained.  He  ssidhe  would  not 
here  argtie  the  question  whether  Cnngresa  meant  to 
nake  a  previous  act  of  the  State  Leginlalure  necestarj-i 
but  if  it  did  nut,  the  act  of  Congress  would  itself  be 
KDConttitutional,  bccaose  we  had  recognised  Michigan 


as  a  State,  and  Congress  have  no  right  to  call  a  eonren* 
tion  in  a  State.] 

Mr.  Bdcbaitas  resumed.  I  did  not  misunderstand  (faa 
Senator.  lie  contended  that  (he  act  of  Congress  culling 
such  a  convention  wa«  unconslltutionah  and  to  establish 
his  proposition  he  said  lhat  Congress,  under  the  federal 
constitution,  could  only  call  a  convention  upon  the  ap* 
plication  of  the  Legislatures  of  two  thirds  of  the  several 
States. 

Does  the  Senator  mean  seriouily  to  contend  lhat  (lie 
mere  proposition  made  by  Congress  to  the  people  of 
Michigan,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  assent  to  a 
change  of  boundary,  is  a  convenliim  called  under  (he  au- 
Ihority  of  Congress  williin  a  Slate?  Such  an  argument 
would  be  a  perversion  of  terms.  If  you  malce  propou- 
tiona  to  any  foreign  Power,  and  suggest  thai  their  willing- 
ness to  accept  them  msy  be  ascertained  by  a  convention 
of  delegates  elected  by  the  people,  how  can  this  be  con- 
strued into  a  convention  cullet)  by  your  own  suvereign 
sulhnrity  ?  No,  sirt  this  was  a  mere  offer,  on  the  ptrt  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  make  a  bargain 
wilh  the  people  of  Michigan.  It  presupposes  a  perfect 
equality,  in  this  respect,  between  the  parlies.  They  ttad 
the  same  right  to  refuse  lhat  we  had  (o  offer.  They 
may  voluntarily  consent  to  your  terms,  as  they  liave  done 
in  this  case,  and  then  it  becomes  a  contract  which  cannot 
afterwards  be  violated)  but  if  (hey  had  diasented,  the 
negotiation  would  have  been  at  an  end.  This  ia  what 
the  Senator  denominates  a  convention  called  by  Congresa 
within  the  limits  of  the  Stale  of  Michigan.  Surely  no 
further  argument  on  this  point  of  tbe  case  can  be  neces- 
sary. 

Congress  might  have  proposed  to  Michigan  tbst  the 
question  should  be  decided  at  the  polls,  by  a  vote  of  the 
people.  It  was  bet(er,  however,  to  submit  it  to  a  con- 
vention of  delegates,  because  they  could  deliberate. 
This  was  emphhtically  (o  be  the  act  of  the  petite. in 
their  sovereign  capacity.  It  was  a  question  whether 
(h'^y  should  be  received  as  a  member  into  our  great 
family  of  nations  upon  the  terms  which  we  had  proposed. 
It  was  lo  be  the  ettabliijliment  of  new  political  relatlona 
of  ihe  most  important  chsrscter,  aflecting  them  and  tlieir 
children  for  many  generations.  It  was  a  question  oter 
which,  under  their  own  constitution,  their  aervantr,  (he 
members  uf  Ihe  Lepslnture,  had  no  control.  I'o  what 
other  tribunal  could  we  so  properly  have  rrferrtd  this 
question,  as  to  that  of  a  eonvei)tion  uf  delegates  elected 
by  the  people? 

There.can,  (hen,  be  no  objection  to  the  act  of  Con* 
grcse,  unless  it  be  ihst  the  people  arjC  not  competent,  in 
(lie  very  nature  of  things  to  give  (he  a-aent  required, 
without  the  intervention  of  the  Legis'ature.  but  ihtJ 
would  be  to  condemn  the  conduct  M  our  Mncesten.  It 
would  be  at  war  whh  the  roust  glorious  events  of  our 
own  history.  Besides,  the  very  conduct  of  the  people 
of  Hichigsn,  upon  tliis  ocosNon,  disproves  the  position. 
There  Was  ooiumtdtuousand  lawless  rising  up  of  the  peo- 
ple against  a  settled  form  of  government,  as  one  might 
suppose,  judging  from  (he  arguments  upon  this  floor. 

They  conducted  (he  election  with  regularity  and  order, 
according  to  the  established  laws  and  usages  of  tbe  Siatc. 
Hear  what  General  Williams,  the  president  of  theeon> 
vention,  says  upon  the  subjeef,  in  his  comn.unieation 
to  llie  President  of  the  United  Ststes:  "The  conven- 
tion^'* says  lie,  wiginated  through  primary  meetings 
of  tlie  citizens  of  the  several  counties,  in  ample  time  lo 
afford  notice  to  lite  whole  State.  Pursuant  thereto, 
the  electinnp,  kept  open  fur  two  days,  on  ihe  5:h  and  6th 
instant,  (December,)  have  bten  held  in  all  (he  counties 
fxcept  Monroe  and  Mscomb.  These  elections  were 
fair  and  open,  and  conducted  in  all  respects  as  our 
other  elections,  and  the  returns  made  to  the  county 
boards,  and  canvassed  as  prescribed  bythcilaws  of  tbe 
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}ate  Territory  of  Hicbigsn  in  limiUr  caset.  The  resuli 
liu  been  «  decided  expreuion  of  the  voice  ora  nwjoriiy 
of  the  people,  approbatory  of  the  rcaolution  encloMtl." 

Is  there  any  doubt  of  this  "  decided  expression  of  the 
voice  of  (be  majority  of  ibe  people.'"  Can  any  Senator 
upon  tfaii  floor  queHiun  itf  Hm  tbete  been  ftlingle 
memorial  or  even  a  tingle  private  Tetter  produced*  call- 
ing; it  in  question^  Nay,  more:  baa  a  single  Toice  been 
raised  in  Michigan  against  entering  the  Union  on  the 
terms  proposed?    Not  one,  to  our  knowledge. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  place  the  cUimti  of  Michigan 
upon  other  grounds,  it  miglit  be  done  with  great  force. 
Suppoie  we  were  to  admit  tliat  tbeir  proceeding*  had 
been  irregular,  ought  that  to  exclude  ber  from  ihe  Vn- 
iun?  On  tbia  lubjeet  we  ought  tu  act  1-ke  atatesmen  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  tif  «dr  owd  country.  We  ought 
not  to  apply  the  rigid  rufrsurabstrdct  political  science  too 
ricoroutly  tu  such  cases.  It  hss  been  our  practice  here- 
tofore to  treat  our  infant  Territoriei  with  paternal  care, 
to  nurse  them  with  kindness,  and,  when  they  had  attain, 
ed  tlie  age  of  manhood,  to  admit  them  into  the  family 
wilhoul  requiring  from  them  a  rigid  adherence  to  fornu. 
The  great  queatioDa  to  be  decided  are,  do  they  contain 
B  lufflcieat  populatioti?  have  they  adopted  a  republican 
constitutioD?  ami  are  ihey  willing  to  enter  the  Union  up- 
on the  terms  which  we  propose.'  If  so,  all  the  prelimi- 
nary proceedings  have  been  considered  but  mere  forms, 
whichkwe  have  waived  in  repeated  iiiMances.  They  are 
but  th'e  scaffolding  of  the  building,  which  is  of  no  fur- 
tlier  use  af\er  the  edifice  is  complete.  We  have  pursued 
this  course  in  regard  to  Tennessee,  to  Arkansas^  and 
even  to  Michigan.  No  Senator  will  pretend  that  their 
Territorial  LegtHlatures  had  any  right  wliatcver  to  past 
laws  enabling  the  people  to  elect  delegates  to  a  conven- 
tiun  fur  the  purpose  of  forming  a  State  constitution.  It 
was  an  act  of  usurpation  on  their  part.  And  yet  we 
have  in  all  these  instances  waived  this  objection,  and  ap- 
proved tlie  constitution  thus  formed.  We  have  admitted 
Tenneuee  and  Arkansas  into  lite  Union,  notwithstand- 
ing this  objectioni  and  I  trust  we  shall  puraue  a  similar 
course  towardi  Michigan,  especially  as  there  can  he  no 
doubt  but  that  her  people  h.Lve  assented  to  our  terms  ol 
admission. 

The  case  of  Missouri  was  avcry  strong  one.  Congress 
sf^rced  to  admit  her  into  the  Union  upon  the  condition 
ih.ll  her  Lcgibtalure  should  subitantially  change  a  provi- 
si<)»  in  her  constitution  touching  a  very  delicate  subject. 
Undtr  her  consiilution  th'e  L«'gig|ature  had  no  power  to 
make  litis  change;  nor  could  it  have  been  effected  with.' 
(Hit  a  long  and  troublesome  process.  But  Congress  cut 
the  gurdian  knoVat  once,  and  agreed  to'accept  the  en- 
gagement of  the  Legislature  as  the  r«ce  of  the  people. 
We  have  never  had  any  occasion  to  regret  tliis  disregard 
of  formi. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ewi»6]  has  contended 
that  the  fccond  U<cliigan  convention  h<d  no  power  to 
assent,  because  the  first  convention  which  was  held  had 
refused. 

[Here  Ur.  Kw»0  dissented.] 

Mr.  B.  I  understood  the  Senator  to  state  that*  as  the 
first  convention  had  dissented,  the  power  was  spent,  and 
•  second  could  not  be  held. 

[Mr,  Ewms  said  he  had  not  touched  this  point.] 

Mr,  B.  suid,  I  should  be  gUd  if  the  Senator  would  re< 
slate  his  position. 

tMr.  EwiKo  said  he  had  asked  whether,  if  ti  e  first 
Convention  had  assented  to  the  condition  proposed  by 
the  act  of  Congress,  there  would  have  been  any  objeo* 
tion  to  thia  assent,  becaua«  it  liad  bten  called  by  \  irtue  of  i 
an  act  nf  the  Legislature 

Mr.  D.  Btid,  certainly  not.  It  never  cmild  have  been 
contended  that  this  act  of  the  Legislature  had  vitiated 
unanimous  vote,  the  measure  which  the  Senator  now 
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(he  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  convention.  Although 
it  was  not  necessary  (o  give  tbem  validity,  yet  it  wottid 
not  destroy  them.  It  could  neither  make  the  case  bet*' 
ter  nor  worse.  1  am  confident  it  might  ba  demonstrated 
that  the  people  of  Michigan,  under  the  act  of  Congress, 
.  had  the  power  (o  make  a  second  trial,  upon  a  failure  of 
the  firstf  but  as  this  point  has  not  been  contested  by  tba 
Senator,  I  shdl  not  enter  upon  its  discosnon. 

1  now  come,  Mr.  President,  to  speak  upon  Mbjects 
conc«>rmng  which  I  should  i\td\y  be  silent.  The  in- 
ternal concerns  of  the  States  should  never  be  introduced 
upon  this  floor  when  it  can  be  avoided)  but  the  Senators 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  CiLaouii]  and  Ohio  [Mr.  Mob- 
bis]  have  thought  difFerenlty,  and  have  rendered  it  ne> 
cesMry  for  me  to  make  some  observations  tn  repljr. 

First,  then.  I  would  aak,  what  possible  connexion  can 
be  imagined  between  the  conduct  of  the  Senatorial  elec- 
tors of  Maryland,  who  refused  to  execute  a  tnut  for 
which  they  were  elected,  and  that  of  the  people  of 
Michigan,  who  chose  delegates  to  a  convention  upon  (be 
express  invitation  of  an  act  of  Congress.'  The  Mary- 
land electors  refused  to  perform  their  duty  under  the 
State  cooatitutiont  but  the  people  of  Hich'^n  did  give 
their  assent  to  the  condition  which  we  had  prescribed  to 
tbem,  and  upon  which  alone  they  could  enter  the  Union. 
There  is  as  great  a  diflTeronce  between  the  two  cases  aa 

between  a  hawk  and  a  handaaw."  SUnding  bere  aa 
a  Senator,  1  have  no  ririit  to  pronounce  judgment  upon 
the  conduct  of  these  eFcctors.  They  are  responsible  to 
the  people  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland,  not  to  me. 

The  other  Maryland  question,  to  which  the  Senator 
adverted,  is  one  of  a  verr  different  character.  It  in- 
volves the  decision  of  the  important  principle  whether, 
under  a  settled  form  of  constitutional  government,  tlia 
people  have  aright  to  change  that  form  in  any  other 
manner  than  Ihe  mode  prescribed  by  the  constitution. 
If!  were  to  admit  tliat  Ihiy  did  not  possess  this  power, 
still  the  Senator  is  as  much  of  a  revolutionist  as  myself. 
He  admits  (hat  if  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  liad  passed 
a  law  authorizing  this  convention,  and  fixing  the  time 
and  place  of  its  meeting,  (hen  its  procee<lings  would 
have  been  regular  and  valid.  But  who  gave  tlie  Legis- 
lature of  Michigan  this  authority  *  la  it  contained  in  the 
constitution  of  the  State?  I'hat  is  not  pretended. 
Whence,  then,  shall  we  derive  it.'  How  does  the  Sen- 
ator escape  from  Ibis  difficuliy*  Upon  his  own  princi- 
ples, it  would  have  been  a  legislative  usurpationt  and 
yet,  be  aays,  if  the  Legislature  bad  acted  first,  the  con- 
vention would  have  been  held  under  competent  au- 
thority. 

Now,  for  my  own  part,  I  slioultl  not  have  objected  to 
their  action.  It  might  have  been  convenient,  it  might 
have  been  proper,  for  them  to  have  recommended  a  par- 
ticular day  for  holdii'g  the  election  of  delegates  and  for 
the  meeting  of  the  convention.  But  it  is  manifest  that,  as  a 
Bourcp  nf  power  to  the  convention,  legislative  action  would 
have  been  absurd.  The  constitution  of  Michigan  fixis 
the  boundaries  of  the  SUte.  For  tliis  purpose,  it  referB 
to  the  act  of  Congress  of  (he  IKh  of  January,  1805,  es- 
tablishing the  Territory.  How  could  these  boimdaries  be 
changed?  Tf  in  no  other  manner  than  that  prescribed  in 
the  constitution  of  Michigan,  it  would  have  been  a  tedious 
and  iruublcBome  process,  and  would  have  delated,  for 
at  least  two  yearn,  the  admiasion  of  the  State  into  tlie 
Union.  Firfct,  such  an  amendment  muht  have  been  sane- 
tinned  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Then  it  must  have  been  publiabed  for  three 
months.  AHerwardsil  must  have  received  the  appro- 
bation of  two  thirda  of  both  Houaea  of  a  Legislature  sub- 
sequently elected.  And,  after  all  these  prerequisites,  it 
must  have  been  i^ubmiticd  to  a  tote  of  the  people,  for 
their  ratification.  It  was  to  avoid  these  very  difRcultiea 
that  the  Senate,  at  tbeir  last  aeinoilf  adopted,  by  a 
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unuiimoui  rote  the  mmure  which  the  Senator  now 
callt  rcTolutionary,  referred  the  decision  of  the  question 
directly  to  the  sovereign  people  of  Jlichi^an  in  their 
primary  capacUy.  Then  was  the  appropriate  moment 
for  the  Senator  to  have  objected  to  thia  coursei  that  was 
the  oeoauoD  on  m'hteh  to  conTiiice  uf  Ibatthis  was  ad  un* 
constitutional  and  lawless  proceedii^.  He  rafiTered  the 
precious  moment  to  escape,  and  it  is  now  too  late  to  tell 
the  people  of  Michigan  that  they  shall  be  punished  by  an 
exclusion  froro  tlie  Union,  because  ihcy  thought  proper 
to  take  us  at  our  word.  That  would  hate  been  the 
time  to  have  iuettrd  an  anwDdment  in  the  bill  requiring 
a  prerioua  act  of  the  Legislature,  prescribing  the  mode 
of  electing  the  delegate*.  But  the  Senator  was  then 
silent  upon  this  subject.  There  had  then  been  no  pro* 
ccedin^  in  Maryland,  such  as  he  now  calls  revolutionary. 
A  word  upon  tiiat  Mibject.  \Ve  are  told  in  that  sacred 
and  venerated  instrument  which  first  proclaimed  the 
rights  of  man  to  the  world,  that  '<  all  experience  hath 
shown  that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to  lufTer  while 
evils  are  saflTcnible,  than  to  right  themselves  by  aboli&hing 
the  fomu  to  which  they  are  accustomed."  But  suppose 
the  case  of  a  State  whose  eonatitution,  originally  good, 
bad,  from  the  lapse  of  time,  and  from  the  changes  in 
the  population  of^ different  portions  of  its  territory,  be- 
come unequal  and  unjust  Suppose  this  inequality  and 
injustice  (o  have  gone  to  such  an  extent  that  the  vital 
principle  of  representative  republics  was  destroyed,  and 
that  the  vute  of  a  citizen  in  one  county  of  the  State  was 
equivalent  to  that  of  six  citizens  in  another  county.  Sup- 
pose that  an  equal  dtspropwiion  nisted  between  tax- 
ation and  representation,  and  tint,  under  the  organic 
forms  of  theconstitution,a  minority  could  forever  eontrol 
the  majority.  Why,  sir,  even  under  such  circumstances 
I  bhoufd  bear  with  patience  whilst  hope  remained.  I 
woidd  solicit,  I  would  urge  the  minority,  I  would  appral 
to  iheir  sense  of  justice,  to  call  a  convention,  under  the 
forms  of  tlie  constitution,  for  the  purpoae  of  redressing 
the  grievances;  hut  if,  at  last,  I  found  they  bad  deter- 
mined to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  all  my  entreatiei^  I  should  then 
invoke  the  peaceable  aid  of  the  people,  in  their  sover- 
eign capacity,  to  remedy  these  evils.  They  are  the 
source  of  all  power;  they  are  the  rightful  authors  of  all 
constitutions.  They  are  nut  forever  to  be  shackled  by 
their  own  servants,  and  compelled  to  submit  to  evils  such 
as  1  have  described,  by  the  refusal  of  their  own  Legisla- 
ture to  pass  a  la\»  for  holding  a  convention.  Whoever 
denies  this  position,  condemns  the  principles  of  the  dec- 
laration of  independence  and  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. There  is  not  otic  of  llie  old  thirteen  Stales  whose 
Government  was  not  called  into  existence  upon  these 
very  principles.  It  is  now  too  late  in  the  day,  in  our 
bvored  land,  to  contend  that  the  people  cannot  change 
their  forms  of  government  at  pleasure.  The  glorious 
experiment  which  we  are  trying  in  this  country  would 
prove  a  total  fkilure,  if  we  should  now  decide  that  the 
people,  in  no  ritoation,  and  under  no  circunistaneet,  can 
hold  a  convention  without-the  previous  consent  of  their 
own  Legkilature.  It  is  not  my  province  to  say  whether 
the  proper  time  for  thia  peaceful  action  of  the  sovereign 
people,  in  their  primary  capacity,  has  yet  arrived,  or  will 
ever  arrive,  in  Maryland.  That  question  may  safely  be 
left  to  themt  but  I  reel  no  terrors,  my  fancy  eoqjures  up 
no  spectres  from  such  doctrines  as  I  bare  advanced. 

I  am  exoeediiigly  sorry  that  another  topte  has  tteen  in- 
troduced into  this  debate  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Moaais,]  which,  if  possible,  has  still  less  connexion  with 
the  question  before  us  than  the  recent  conduct  of  the 
senatorial  elictors  of  Maryland.  I'he  Senate  will  at 
once  perceive  that  I  refer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Dallas  on 
the  subject  of  the  repeal  of  the  bank  charter.  1  regret 
that  this  letter  baa  beciime  the  subject  of  debate  here. 
We  are  abundantly  able  to  settle  all  our  local  differences 
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in  Pennsylvania,  and  we  are  juatly  jealous  uf  foreign  in 
terference.  This  is  not  the  proper  forum  in  which 
either  to  argue  or  decide  the  Pennsylvania  bank  ques- 
ttoni  and  I  call  upon  the  whole  Senate  to  bear  me  wit- 
ness, that  nothing  but  necessity  compels  me  to  speak 
here  of  the  subject.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Dallas  hu  been 
denounced  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  as  incendiary,  as 
revolutionary,  and  as  calculated  to  excite  the  peopfe  to 
rise  up  in  rebellion  against  the  laws.  Would  I  not  then  be 
recreant  to  my  own  character  if  I  should  not  raise  my 
voice  in  defence  of  a  distingitiihed  citizen  of  ny  own 
StMte  against  such  an  unfounded  assault  f 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Dallas  has  been  much  and  greatly 
misrepresented.  Garbled  extracts  from  it  have  been 
published  throughout  the  whole  country,  without  the 
context;  and  Innumerable  &lse eommentarirs  have  attrib- 
uted to  him  sentiments  and  opinions  wholly  at  war  with 
its  general  tenor.  In  speaking  upon  this  subject,  1  am 
fully  sensible  how  liable  lammyselfto  misrepresentation; 
but  I  shall  endeavor  so  plainly  and  clearly  to  present  my 
views,  that  at  least  they  cannot  be  misanderatood  by  any  • 
person  present. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  Mr.  Dallas  never  did  assert' 
that  the  convention  about  to  be  held  in  Pennsylvania 
will  poaaesB  any  power  to  violate  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  He  never  did  maintain  the  proposition 
that  this  convention  would  be  the  final  judge,  and  could 
decide,  in  the  last  resort,  that  its  own  decrees  were  no 
violation  of  that  sacred  instrument.  Why,  sir,  such  0op- 
ositions  woul-l  be  rank  nullificatioat  and  alihough  I 
have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  being  on  intimate  terms 
with  Mr.  Dallas,  I  can  venture  to  assert  that  fce,  in  com- 
mon with  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  is  opposed  to  this 
political  heresy.  Fur  my  own  part,  I  can  say,  that 
iiowevf  r  much  I  may  admire  the  apostles  of  this  new 
faitli,  their  doctrines  have  never  found  favor  in  my  eyes. 
No,  sir;  Mr.  Dallas  has  expressly  referred  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  Stales  as  the  tribunal  which 
must  finally  decide  whether  the  convention  possesses  the 
power  to  repeal  the  bank  charter. 

From  what  we  have  heard  on  this  floor,  it  !a  manifest 
that  public  opinion  is  greatly  in  error  as  to  the  princl* 
pics  of  the  anti-bank  party  in  Pennsylvania.  I  profess 
to  be  a  member  of  that  party;  and  I  now  propose  briefly 
to  state  their  principles.  If  I  should  err  in  presenting 
theirs,  I  shall  at  least  place  my  own  beyond  contradiction. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  declares  that 
**  no  State  shall  pass  any  law  impairing  the  cAligation  of 
contracts.**  This  is  a  most  wise  and  salutary  provision; 
may  it  be  perpetual!  It  secures  the  private  ri^ts  of 
every  citizen;  and  renders  private  contracts  inviolable. 
It  imparts  a  sacred  character  to  our  titles  to  real  estate, 
and  it  places  the  seal  of  absolute  security  upon  the  rights 
'  of  private  propvty. 

Still  the  question  remains,  is  a  privilege  granted  by  a 
Slate  Legislature  to  a  corporation,  for  bankinjg  purposes, 
a  contract,  within  the  spirit  and  intention  or  tbe  eonati- 
tution of  the  United  SUtea>  In  other  words,  is  the  au- 
thority which  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  has  given 
to  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  create  and  circulate 
a  paper  currency  of  thirty-five  millions  (rf'dollar^,  irrev* 
ocable  by  any  human  power  short  of  an  amendment  to 
the  federal  constitution'  My  own  convictions  are  clear 
that  such  an  act  of  legislation  is  not  a  contract,  under  the 
eonstitutioo.  It  is  true  that  this  instrument  speaks  of 
"contraou"  in  general  terms;  but  there  is  no  rule  of 
construction  better  settled  than  that  of  restraining  the 
universality  of  general  words,  so  as  to  confine  their  ap- 
plication to  such  cases  as  were  exclusively  within  the  in- 
tention of  those  by  whom  they  were  used.  It  would  be 
useless  to  enumerate  instances,  under  Uiisrule.  Its  ex- 
istence will  not  be  denied  by  any. 
If,  then,  it  can  be  made  manifest  that  the  framers  of 
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the  constitution^  by  the  use  of  the  word  *'contr>ctB," 
never  could  have  intended  to  etnbrace  the  creation  of 
such  It  bank  by  a  State  Leg islaturef  tben  the  question  ia 
decided.  It  would  be  an  easy  task  for  me  to  prove, 
from  the  historj^  of  tbie  provision^  that  itt  ubjeot  was  to 
Kcure  rights  ariring  from  prifate  contracts;  and  that  a 
State  bank  charter  was  not  within  the  contemplation  of 
those  by  whom  it  was  inserted.  But  I  forbear.  My  sole 
purpose,  at  present,  is  to  state  general  principles. 

It  never  can  be  ioiDgined  that  the  soverei^fn  Slates, 
who  are  the  parties  to  the  federal  constitution,  intended, 
by  this  prohibilion,  to  restrain  ihemselves  from  the  ex- 
ercise of  those  ereat  and  essential  powers  of  government 
which  vitally  affeet  the  general  intereati  of  the  people, 
and  the  laws  regulating  which  must  vary  with  the  ever- 
varying  changes  in  lociety.  If  they  have  been  guilty  of 
this  absurdity,  they  have  acted  the  part  of  suicides,  and 
have  voluntarily  deprived  themselves  of  the  power  of 
rendering  the  people  under  their  charge  prosperous  and 
happy. 

I  think,  therefore,  it  may  be  slated  as  a  genertl  prop- 
osition, that  the  constitution  ot  the'  United  States,  in 
prohibiting  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  Slates 
from  jiasstng  laws  to  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
never  intended  to  prevent  the  States  from  regulating, 
according  to  their  sovereign  will  and  pleasure,  the  ad- 
ministration ofjustice,  ttieir  own  internal  commerce  and 
trads,  tlie  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes,  the  regula- 
tior>t>f  the  paper  currency,  and  other  general  subjects 
of  It-gialation.  If  this  be  true,  it  follows,  as  a  necessary 
coMequenee,  that  if  one  ]>gialature  should  gMnt  fewsy 
any  of  tbesb  general  powers,  either  to  corporations  or  to 
individuals,  such  a  grant  may  be  resumed  by  their  auc- 
cessors.  tJpon  a  contrary  supposition,  the  legislative 
power  might  destroy  itself,  and  transfer  its  most  impor- 
tant functions  forever  (6  corporations.  In  these  general 
principlea  I  feel  happy  that  1  dm  sustained  by  the  high 
authority  of  the  late  Chtef  Justice  Marshall,  in  the  cele- 
brated Dartmouth  College  case. — 4  Wheaton,  pages  637, 
638,  6S9,  and  630. 

I  shall  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  reading 
the  whole  passage,  but  ahall  conBne  myself  to  the  con- 
clusion at  which  he  arrives.  He  says:  "IT  the  act  of 
incorporation  [of  Dartmouth  College]  be  a  grant  of  po- 
litical power)  if  it  create  a  civil  institution  to  be  employ- 
ed in  the  administration  of  the  Governmentt  or  if  the 
liinds  of  the  college  be  public  prpperlyi  or  if  the  State 
of  New  Hampabire,  as  a  Guvernnnent,  be  alone  interest- 
ed in  its  traniacflon;),  the  subject  is  one  in  which  the 
I^egislature  of  the  State  may  act  according  to  its  own 
judgment,  unrestrained  by  any  limitation  of  its  power 
imposed  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States."  He 
then  proceeds  to  decide  the  case  of  Dartmouth  College, 
on  the  principle  that  it  ia  not  a  public,  but  a  private 
eleemosynary  corporation,  and,  therefore,  within  the 
prohibition  contained  in  the  constitution. 

Here,  then,  the  principle  is  distinctly  recognised,  that 
'if  a  corporation  created  by  a  Slate  Legislature  "be  a 
grant  of  political  power,  if  it  create  a  civil  instilution  to 
be  employed  in  the  administration  of  the  Government," 
then  the  charter  may  be  altered  or  repealed  at  pleas, 
ure  by  the  State 'Legislature.  The  distinct  principle 
clearly  dedueible  from  this  opinion,  ai  well  as  from  the 
nature  of  our  Government,  in,  that  contracts  made  by  a 
State  Legislature,  whether  with  corporations  or  individ- 
uals, which  transfer  political  power,  snd  directly  affect 
the  general  administration  of  Government,  are  not  such 
cuniracts  as  the  constitution  intended  to  render  invi- 
olable. In  other  words,  althou|;b  these  contracts  may 
be  within  its  general  wordi^  they  are  not  within  its 
intent  and  meaning.  To  declare  that  they  were,  would 
be  to  say  that  the  people  had  surrendered  their  dearest 
r'^hts  into  the  keeping  of  the  Legislature,  to  be  barter- 


ed away  forever  at  the  pleasure  of  tlieir  own  tervantr 
This  would  be  a  doctrine  utterly  subTerrive  of  State 
rights  and  Slate  sovereignly. 

Let  me  now  illuttrate  tbeae  principles  by  a  kw  exam- 
ples. 

The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  several  of  the 
States  hula  their  offiws  under  the  Slate  constitutions. 
They  have  abandoned  the  practice  of  a  lucrative  profes- 
sion, and  the  Stale  has  enteral  into  a  solemn  contract 
with  them  that  they  ahall  hold  their  offices  during  good 
behaviour,  and  receive  a  fixed  annual  compensation, 
which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  term  of  office. 
Here  ia  a  solemn  contract,  founded  on  a  valuable  eonsid- 
eration{  and  yet,  in  all  the  changes  which  have  been 
made  in  the  constitutions  of  the  different  States,  it  has 
never,  to  my  knowledge,  been  seriously  contended  that 
judges,  under  such  circumstances,  might  not  be  remov- 
ed, or  have  the  tenure  or  salary  of  their  office  entirely 
changed.  This  has  been  done  in  repeated  instances. 
And  why?  Hccause,  although  this  be  a  contract,  it  ia 
one  not  of  a  private,  but  of  a  public  nature.  It  relatea  to 
the  administration  of  justice,  which  Is  one  of  the  most 
important  concerns  of  Government;  and  thciolerest  of 
the  individual  judge  must  yield  to  that  of  the  whole 
community.  It  is.  therefore,  not  a  contract  within  the 
meaning  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Again:  suppose  the  Legislature  of  a  Stale  should 
create  a  joint  slock  company,  with  a  capital  of  thirty-five 
millions  of  dollars,  and  grant  them  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  purchasing  and  vending  alt  the  cotton,  the 
flour,  the  iron,  the  coal,  or  any  of  the  olhcrgreat  staples 
of  the  State  which  might  seek  a  market  in  their  com- 
mercial metropolis,  will  any  Senator  contend  that  such  a 
charter  would  be  irrevocable^  Must  the  grest  agricul- 
tural and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  State,  which 
may  have  been  thus  sacrificed  by  the  Legislature,  re- 
main palsied  by  such  an  odious  monopoly/  Certainly 
not.  The  next  Legislature  might  repeal  the  obnoxious 
law;,  because  it  concerned  not  private  interests  and  pri* 
vate  properly  merely,  but  those  great  and  leading  inter- 
ests which  vitally  affect  the  whole  people  of  the  State. 
No  one  can  suppose  that  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  ever  intended  to  consecrate  such  a  charter. 

Again;  if  the  Legislature  of  a  State  should  transfer  to 
a  corporation,  or  io  an  individual,  for  a  period  of  years, 
the  power  of  collecting  State  taxes,  and  thus  constitute 
farmers-general  of  the  revenue,  as  haa  been  done  in  oth- 
er countries,  would  not  this  be  a  contract,  in  the  Ian-' 
guage  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  creating  **  a  civil  insti- 
tution to  be  employed  in  the  administration  of  the  Gov- 
ernmeni,"  and  therefore  a  "  subject  in  which  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Slate  may  act  according  to  its  own  judg- 
ment, unrestrained  by  any  limitation  of  its  power  impo- 
sed by  the  constitution  of  the  United  Statesf" 

Let  us  proceed  a  step  I'urther.  One  of  Ihe  most  essen- 
tial powers  and  duties  of  any  modern  Government  ia  that 
of  reflating  the  paper  currency  within  its  jurisdiction. 
This  IS  emphatically  the  exercise  of  sovereignty,  and  is  in 
its  nature  a  high  political  power.  It  is  scarcely  second 
in  importance  to  the  power  ofvcoining  money;  because 
the  paper  circulation  represents  tl>e  current  coin.  IMiia 

[lower  is  now  exclusively  possessed  by  the  Slate  Legis- 
atures,  whether  rightfully,  or  not.  It  ia  too  tale  to  in- 
quire. By  means  of  its  exercise,  they  can  raise  or  they 
can  sink  the  value  of  every  man's  property  in  the  com- 
munity. They  can  make  the  man  who  was  poor  yester- 
day, rich  Io  day.  They  can  elevate  or  depress  Ihe  price 
of  the  necessaries  of  life  and  the  wages  of  labor,  accord- 
ing to  their  pleasure.  By  creating  a  redundant  curren- 
cy, they  may  depreciate  the  value  of  money  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  ruin  our  manufactures^  depress  our  agricul- 
ture, and  involve  our  people  in  rash  and  demoralising' 
speculations. 
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What  u*e  have  theie  Legiahinrei  made  ol  ihU  nver- 
eign  power?  Tbey  hare  tranaferred  it  to  a  thouMnd 
State  banks4  they  have  yielded  up  all  control  over  it;  and, 
if  the  doctrine  now  contended  for  be  correct,  these 
banks  cannot  be  disturbed  in  the  exercise  of  this  attri' 
bute  of  sovereign  power  by  any  human  authority.  They 
hold  it  under  the  sacred  shield  ofrfbe  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  now  deemed  a  matter  of  immense  im- 
portance to  restrain  the  issue  of  small  notesi  and  substi- 
tute a  specie  circulation  in  their  stead.  But  the  banks  can 
hugh  you  to  •com.  The  whole  power  of  Congress^  and 
that  of  all  the  Legislatures  of  all  the  twenly-six  States  of 
thisTsst  Union,  cannot  prohibit  the  circulation  of  notes  of 
a  less  denomination  than. five  dollars.  If  this  be  the  case, 
did  ever  so  great  an  absurdity  exist  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  under  the  Government  of  any  people?  Congress 
hare,  by  atme  meant  or  other,  lost  the  control  over  the 

Eaper  currency  of  the  country.  The  States,  to  whom  it 
elongs,  have  granted  it  to  a  thousand  banking  corpora* 
tions;  and,  although  the  people  of  the  States  may  change 
and  modify  their  fundamentnl  institutions  at  pleasure, 
yet  this  banking  power  remains  unhurt  amidst  the  gene- 
ral wreck.  If  this  be  true,  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates  are  completely  at  the  mercy  of  these  institutions. 
Tlie  creature  will  five  laws  to  the  creator.  But  here 
the  great  and  wise  judgr,  and  expounder  of  the  constt> 
tutiop,  interposeam  our  rtlief.  He  deelarea  that,  *'if 
the  aot  of-  incarporation  be  a  grant  of  political  power, 
the  subject  is  one  in  which  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
nMy  act  according  to  its  own  judgment,  unrestrained  by 
any  limitation  of  its  power  imposed  by  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States."  Who  doubu  but  tliat  the  power 
to  regulate  the  R^per  currency  of  a  country  ia,  in  its  very 
niture,  a  puliticat  power? 

From  what  I  hare  said,  the  Senate  will  perceive  that 
there  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  the  panic  which  bss 
been  excited  lest  the  State  might  resume  its  grants  of 
land,  might  violate  the  rights  of  private  property,  or  take 
what  belongs  to  one  man,  and  ^ve  it  to  anotlier.  The 
prohibition  contained  in  the  constitution  uf  the  United 
States  clearly  embraces  these  cases. 

It  is  not  my  intention  here  to  diicun  either  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  rechar- 
tered  by  Pennsylvania.  In  my  opinion,  a  large  majority 
of  the  people  of  that  State,  and  myself  among  the  num. 
her,  believe  that  the  creation  of  this  vast  moneyed  mo- 
nopoly, m  ith  the  privilege  of  issuing  bank  paper  to  the 
amount  of  thirty-five  nnHions  of  dollars,  is  aangerous  to 
our  liberties  and  to  our  dearest  interests.  We  desire  to 
.try  the  question  before  the  supreme  judicial  tribunal  of 
the  land,  whether  its  diarter  is  protected  by  the  const!- 
t  ution  of  the  United  States.  It  will  be  admitted  by  all 
that  a  more  important  question  has  never  been  present- 
ed for  adjudication  before  any  court.  By  what  means, 
then,  can  we  raise  this  question  for  decision?  We  must 
submit  in  silence,  or  tbe  charter  must  be  repealed  either 
by  the  Legislature  or  the  approaching  convention.  There 
is  no  other  altenuttire.  And  bceausa  we  are  anxious  to 
have  this  question  decided,  by  the  only  means  ia  our 
power,  a  deafening  clamor  has  been  raised  against  us, 
that  we  are  rerolutionista,  radicals,  riolators  of  rested 
rights,  and  every  thing  else  which  is  calculated  to  alarm 
tbe  people.  We  with  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  that 
which  ia  taken  for  granted  by  our  adversaries  whether 
the  charter  ia  a  rested  right,  protected  by  the  coostitu- 
tiiH)  ofthe  United  States,  or  not.  This  is  the  whole  front 
of  our  offending.  Is  this  not  just,  is  it  not  reasonable, 
is  it  any  thing  but  a  fair  appeal  to  the  laws  ofthe  land? 

Different  opinions  exist  in  Pennsylvania  as  to  whether 
this  repeal  ahould  be  efiiected  by  the  Legislature  or  the 
convention.  For  my  own  part,  I  decidedly  prefer  the 
latter,  if  it  csn  be  accomplished.  Tbe  convention  will 
possess  DO  power  but  merely  that  of  proposing  amcnd- 


menls  to  the  people,  for  their  adoption  or  rejection. 
They  can  place  this  question  before  the  eleclora  distinct^ 
ly,  and  detached  from  all  other  amendments.  Each  oit* 
izen,  at  the  polls,  will  thus  be  enabled  to  vote  upon  the 
single  question,  bank  or  no  bank.  This  is  due  to  the 
bank,  as  well  as  to  the  people.  I  need  scarcely  add  that 
no  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  with  whom  I  have  ever  con- 
versed upon  the  subject  entertains  a  doubt  of  the  propri* 
ety  and  justice  of  refunding  the  bonus  which  the  bank 
may  hare  paid,  with  interest  and  damages  sufficient  to 
place  it  in  tbe  very  same  situatbn  it  was  when  it  received 
Its  charter.  Thia  might  properly  be  made  a  constituent 
part  of  the  (question  to  be  submitted  to  the  people 

These  desirable  objects  could  not  be  secured  by  means 
of  a  repeal  by  the  Legiilalurc.  So  many  quettions,  both 
of  a  political  and  \o<m  character,  influence  the  election 
of  its  members,  that  the  friends  trf"  the  bank  might  com- 
plain that  the  people  had  not  sanctioned  the  repeal.  I 
would,  therefore,  be  sorry  if  neceanty  should  compel  us 
to  adopt  this  alternative  as  the  only  means  ten  of  trying 
the  question. 

Again:  should  the  bank  appeal  from  tbe  decinon  of 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania  in  their  sovereign  capacity, 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  tbe  question 
wilt  be  presented  before  that  tribunal  in  a  more  sol? ma 
and  imposing  form  than  if  the  repeal  should  be  accom- 
plished by  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation.  The  people  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylrania,  complaining  that  their  legisla- 
tive-servants  had  despoiled  them  of  one  of  tbe  highest 
attributes  of  an  independent  Commonwealth,  and  had 
bartered  away,  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  tbe  political 
power  wliich  they  enjoyed  of  regulating  tbe  paper  cur- 
rency within  their  own  limits,  would  then  be  the  party  on 
the  one  aidej  and  on  the  other,  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States,  contending  that  the  transfer  of  this  power  has 
been  irrerocahly  made  to  it,  under  the  sanction  of  tbe 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  Of  tbe  resuir  I  enter- 
tain not  the  slightest  apprehension.  Should  it,  how- 
ever, be  adverse,  which  lieaven  forbid!  I  can  tell  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calrouk]  that  wo 
shall  never  resort  to  nullification  as  the  rightful  remedy. 

Thus  'ir,  I  hare  been  drawn  into  a  discussion  utterly 
repugnant  to  my  own  feelings.  I  hope  1  ma^  never 
•gain  bare  ocearion  to  allude  to  the  subject  on  this  fioor. 
It  b  entirely  foreign  from  the  question  m  debate.  Noth- 
ing could  have  urged  me  to  make  the  remarks  which  I 
have  done,  but  the  unwarranted  attack  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Mobbib]  upon  the  party  at  home  with 
which  I  am  proud  to  act. 

Hr.  BENTON  followed  tbe  Senator  ttom  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  BvGBAiTAv,]  and  said  be  bad  risen  for  what  might 
seem  to  be  a  very  unnecessary  purpose,  tliat  of  sustain- 
ing tbe  positions  of  that  Senator.  I'his  certainly  looked 
like  a  work  of  supererogation,  seeing  the  able,  perspic- 
uous and  powerful  manner  in  which  that  gentleman  had 
sustained  himselfi  and  if  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  nothing  but  ar- 
gument to  offer,  be  should  not  tender  his  aidi  for  the  ar- 
gument just  delivered  required  no  aid  of  that  kind. 
But  his  aid  was  of  another  kind,  that  of  authority  and 
precedent,  drawn  from  the  venerable  authority  of  our 
early  history,  and  from  the  writings  and  opinions  of  the 
fathers  of  the  republic,  snd  from  the  apptoved  action  of 
State  Legislatures.  In  this  former  he  held  himself  ex- 
cusable in  tendering  bis  aid,  and  should  limit  himself  at- 
moat  entirely  to  the  production  of  the  authorities  to 
which  he  had  reference.  But  before  he  did  this  he 
must  take  leave  to  express  his  deep  regret  at  the  eourss 
followed  yesterday  by  the  Senators  from  South  Carolina 
and  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cakbovit  and  Mr,  Mobbib,]  in  brinf^ng 
the  names  of  Pennsylvania  and  Mar}' land  into  this  discua* 
sion,  and  in  animadverting  upon  the  conduct  of  citiztna 
or  parties  in  those  States.  He  joined  tbe  Senator  from 
FenosylraDia  [Ur.  Bvchaita*]  In  the  ezprenioa  of  bit 
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deep  rrgret  st  IbU  course]  and,  like  him.  shaulil  avoid 
rccriminatiDo,  and  ihould  limit  liimielf  to  derentiye  ob- 
temtioiw  in  fvror  of  thoie  who  were  amiled,  without 
Impo^iing  the  condact  or  notirci  of  tbeir  advenaries 
in  their  own  States. 

Mr.  D.  did  not  consider  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Stales  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  denunciation  of  the  cit- 
izens of  the  Statea,  nor  for  the  discuflsion  of  State  meaa- 
urea,  State  parlici,  or  State  politics.  Tlie  hi]fh  privi- 
legea  of  debate  secured  to  ui  by  the  oonatttution,  atid 
the  hiitude  of  discussion  allowed  our  rule*,  were  in- 
tended to  protect  us  in  the  discussion  of  national  meas. 
ures,  and  in  the  investigation  of  those  subje'ctB  and  mat- 
ters wliich  regularly  came  before  us,  and  necrssarily  re- 
quired our  action.  Acting  on  this  conception  of  iiis 
duty,  he  should  fullow  the  example  of  the  Senator  fri»D 
Fennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bdcharah.]  He  should  abatain 
from  all  animadvcraion,  or  even  ezprenion  of  adverse 
opinion,  upon  the  measures  which  agitate  the  States  of 
Penn^lvania  and  Maryland.  He  should  limit  himself 
(o  some  defence  of  those  who  were  so  unexpectedly 
dragged  into  this  debate  yesterday,  and  should  endeavor 
to  get  rid  of  the  whole  subject  as  soon  a>  posnble.  Fur 
one,  he  ihouId  endeavor  to  Bniah  at  this  silting,  in  order 
that  it  should  not  be  known  in  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  was  engaged 
in  discussing  their  affairs,  until  it  was  aUo  known  that 
that  discussion  was  leminatcd. 

Nominally,  and  upon  the  record,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  is  a 
Michigan  question — a  question  to  admit  the  Stale  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union;  in  fact  and  in  substance,  it  is 
now  converted  into  a  Pennaylvania  and  a  Maryland 
question,  to  arrest  or  paralyze  the  proceedings  against 
the  United  States  Bank  charter  in  the  former,  and  to 
arreat  or  paralyse  the  proceedings  in  fiivor  of  a  con- 
vention in  the  latter.    This  is  the  form  given  to  it  yes- 
terday by  the  movement  of  Hie  Senators  from  South 
Carolina  and  Ohio,  [Mr.  Calhouit  and  Mr.  Mubrisi]  so 
that  little  Michigan,  which  had  seemed  to  be  the  sub- 
ject  of  discusMon  before  the  Senate,  wassuddenly  found 
to  be  nothing  but  the  tail  to  the  Lite,  dangling  in  the 
•ir  .below,  while  all  eyea  were  fixed  upon  the  imposing 
apparition  of  the  two  Atlantic  States,  rising  and  bover- 
ing  above.    In  tbia  way,  the  young  Michigan  was  tud- 
deoly  eclipsed  and  loat  sight  of;  and  the  tawtess  and  rev- 
olutionary movement,  as  it  was  styled,  in  Pennsylvania, 
against  the  sanctity  of  a  certain  charter,  and  the  luwleu 
and  revolulionary  movement,  as  it  was  stigmatized,  in 
Maryland,  in  favor  of  a  convention  of  the  people,  be- 
carne  the  engrossing  theme  of  denunciation  and  vituper- 
ation.   Greatly  did  Mr<  B.  r^tiice  that  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  £Mr.  BtTcBAKan]  bad  followed  no  part  of 
thia  unhappy  examplet  that  he  had  carefully  eschewed 
all  animadveraioni  tnat  he  had  positively  refused  to  take 
.  any  part,  or  to  have  any  share,  in  diacusnng  State  meas- 
ures herei  and  had  confined  himself  to  the  duties  of  de- 
fence imposed  upon  him  by  the  novel  and  a^^esslve 
course  pursued  by  others.   Tliat  Senator'a  nrst  care 
was  to  defend  a  gentleman  of  liii  own  Slate',  Mr.  Dallas, 
who  bad  been  assailed  here  by  name;  and  In  that  he  had 
aoactedas  to  effect  what  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  thought 
to  be  impossible:  he  had  increased  his  high  character 
for  private  worth,  and  had  added  to  the  exalted  opinion 
entertained  of  the  goodnrss  of  his  heart ;  fur  this  gen- 
erous defence  was  volunteered  hi  favor  of  one  with 
whom  it  was  not  his  fortune  to  be  on  terms  of  intimacy . 
He  showed  the  injustice  done  to  that  gentleman  by  at- 
tributing to  bis  letter  meaninga  which  did  not  belong  to 
it,  and  drawing  inferences  as  foreign  to  his  character  aa 
they  were  to  h's  writing.    He  (Mr.  B.^  had  read  that 
letter,  but  not  since  it  had  been  the  subject  of  animad- 
veriion;  and  it  might  be  that  his  knowledge  of  the  amia- 
ble character,  purity  of  heart  and  purpose,  and  modeaty 


of  deportment  of  the  writer,  bad  prevented  him  from  m 
■canning  his  words  aa  to  be  able  to  find  the  deep  mis- 
chief which  they  concealed)  for  certainly  be  had  not 
seen  the  anarchical  spirit  attributed  to  it  In  many 
things  he  agreed  with  him,  especially  in  that  which  rela- 
ted to  vested  rights;  in  some  things  be  did  not;  hut 
where  he  did  not  agfte,  it  was  still  the  disagreement 
which  left  unimpesched  the  high  character  for  public 
and  private  worth  which  Mr.  Dallaa  brought  with  him, 
as  a  Senator  from  penn^hrania,  to  this  ehunber,  and 
carried  back  with  him  from  tbia  cliamber  to  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  B.  then  referred  to  Mr.  Madison's  writings,  No. 
44  of  tlie  Federalist,  to  sustain  the  opinion  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  BucHaWAW,]  on  the  nature 
of  the  contracti  which  the  cUuse  in  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  was  intended  to  guard.  He  aaid  it 
would  be  seen  that  Mr.  Madison  confined  tbia  chiuae  en- 
tirely to  private  rightt  and  personal  aecurity;  and  that  nut 
a  word  of  what  be  said  could  be  extended  to  chartered 
privileges,  the  granting  of  which  had  been  twice  refused 
in  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution,  and  the 
preservation  of  which,  therefore,  could  not  come  within 
the  meaning  of  that  instrument.  Remarking  upon  the 
clause  in  the  constitution  which  prohibits  the  Slates, 
among  other  things,  from  passing  any  law  impairing  the 
obligations  of  contracta,  Mr.  M.  saya: 

"  Very  properly,  therefore,  have  the  convention  add- 
ed thia  eonatitutional  bulwark  in  favor  of  personal  securi- 
ty and  private  rights;  and  I  am  much  decei»-ed  if  they 
have  not,  in  so  doing,  as  faithfully  consulted  the  genuine 
sentiments  as  the  undoubted  interests  of  their  constitu- 
ents. The  sober  people  of  America  arc  weary  of  the 
fluctuating  policy  which  hat  directed  the  public  coun- 
cils. They  ha%e  seen,  with  regret  and  indignation,  that 
sudden  changes  and  Irgialattve  interferences,  in  cases  af- 
fecting personal  rights,  become  joha  in  the  handa  of  en- 
terprising and  influential  speculators,  and  anarea  to  the 
mure  industrious  and  test  informed  part  of  the  commu* 
nity." 

With  this  exposition  from  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  B.  would 
submit  that  chartered  privilegrs,  although  iliey  miglit  be 
sold  for  money,  cnnstitute  no  part  of  (he  contracta  the 
inviolability  of  which  are  guarantied  by  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States;  and  while  this  is  plain  upon  the 
face  of  the  words  used  in  the  Federaliitt,  namely,  *•  pri- 
vate rights,"  "  personal  rights,"  *•  personal  security,"  it 
is  still  further  confirmed  by  the  words  which  follow,  and 
which  show  that  the  clause,  so  far  from  being  intended 
to  secure  enterprising  jobbers  and  inliueittial  speculators 
in  their  ill-gotten  advantages,  was  really  intended  to  pro- 
tect the  industrious  and  leas  infonaed  part  of  the  com- 
munity sgainat  their  legisUtive  machinationa.  finally, 
and  in  full  proof,  that  the  clause  could  have  no  relation 
to  incorporations  and  bank  charters  is  proved  by  the 
fact  that  the  federal  convention  which  framed  the  con- 
stitution twice  refused  to  grant  the  incorporating  power 
to  Cong^ss,  and  consequently  cannot  be  construed  to 
protect  the  eziatence  ot  a  thing  which  It  twk;e  refiiaed 
to  create. 

Mr.  B.  said  this  wu  the  exposttionof  oneof  tliefathcra 
of  the  constitution,  made  befo'e  that  instrument  was 
adopted  by  the  Stales.  There  had  been  many  exposi- 
tions of  it  since,  both  legislative  and  judicial,  and  out  of 
the  multitude  Mr.  B.  would  select  one  which,  in  all  the 
essentials  of  time,  place,  subject,  actors,  and  action, 
would  claim  a  pre-eminent  and  omnipotent  vnce  in  this 
Pennsylvania  question,  so  unexpected^  thruat  in  upon 
us  here,  and  so  vehemently  plead  on  this  flo(.r  in  behalf 
of  a  certain  bank,  against  the  legislative  and  conventional 
power  of  !he  Slate.  Mr.  B.  then  aenl  to  the  Secretary's 
table  a  volume  of  the  statutes  of  Kentucky  for  the  year 
1820,  and  requested  that  the  Secretary  Anould  read  an 
act  wbicb  he  pointed  014^  to  bim.  ^he  Secretary  read* 
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**  An  act  lo  repeal  the  act  entitled  '  An  eel  eatabOili' 
ing  ii^pendent  l»nlia  in  tlib  Commonwealth*'  and  an 
act  nipplemental  thereto.**  Approred,  February  10, 
1830. 

■*  PuAM BLB. — Whereas,  in  the  tenth  article  of  the 
eonititulion  of  Kenluclcy,  it  it  declared:  Tint,  that  all 
freemen,  when  ihejr  form  a  locial  compact,  are  equali 
and  that  no  man  or  set  of  men  are  entitled  to  eieluaiTf, 
aepatmte,  public  cmolumenU  or  privileges  from  the  com- 
munity, but  in  eonvderation  of  public  serf  ices:  And,  sec- 
ondly, that  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all 
free  Governments  are  founded  on  their  authority*  and 
instituted  for  their  peace,  safely,  and  happiness.  And 
whereas  it  is  self-evident,  according  to  those  fundamental 
principles  of  government,  that  all  laws  which  grsnt  to  a 
few  the  power  to  oppress  the  manv  are  tyrannical  in  their 
nature,  and  adverse  to  the  primitive  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple; and,  therefore,  repeabble  by  the  supreme  authori- 
ty. To  say  that  a  sale  of  the  primitive  rights  of  the 
people,  by  the  Legislature,  is  to  be  perpetual,  and  unal- 
terable, because  there  is  a  contmct  in  the  case,  is  (o  de- 
clare that  error,  and  abuse  of  power,  may  consecrate 
themselves.  Fraud  vitiates  all  contracts.  To  effect 
the  intention  of  the  parties  is  the  object  ofiall  laws  reg- 
ulating contracts.  Tliat  a  privilege  granted  shall  be 
used  wr  the  destroction,  or  even  to  the  disadvanlan,  of 
thoae  who  granted,  never  could  be  the  ioleniion  of  the 
parties.  All  legislative  power  is  derivative— proceeds 
non  the  people,  and  is  to  be  used  for  their  prosperity 
and  happincsa  onlyj  conseciuently,  all  laws  of  a  contrary 
tendency  violate  the  inlentioo  or  the  social  compact,  and 
are  aubject,  upon  first  principles,  to  the  condiliun  of  be- 
iw  repealed,  whether  the  evil  springs  from  the  nature 
or  the  privilege  granted,  or  contract  entered  into,  or 
from  the  abuse  of  cither.  A  bank  charter,  from  its  na- 
ture, extends  and  necessarily  confines  the  powers  and 
privileges  granted  to  a  few,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  many. 
It  therefore  follows,  as  an  unavoidable  concluuon,  that 
if  the  power  and  privilege)i  granted  in  a  bank  charter  op- 
erate against  the  public  good,  the  people,  by  their  Le- 
gislature, hare  the  primitive  riglit  to  revoke  such  a  char- 
ter. To  the  end,  therefore,  that  the  good  peopte  of 
this  State  be  delivered  in  future  from  the  baneiiil  efTectt 
oftbe  power  and  privit^i  granted  by  the  law  establish- 
ing independent  banks,  which  have  been  exercised  in 
many  instances,  in  tli*  pkniludc  of  granny,  oppresnon, 
and  sbtue,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  good  pec^le  of  this 
Stale." 

When  the  Secretary  had  read  to  the  end  of  the  pre- 
amble, be  paused  and  inquired  whether  the  reading  of 
the  act  itself  uas  deured.  Mr.  B.  answered,  by  all 
meant.  The  preamble  is  good,  and  the  act  is  better- 
It  shows  how  the  republicans  of  Kentucky  dispose  of 
vetted  r'4[hls  in  chartered  privileges,  and  bonus  con- 
tracts for  oppressing  a  State  with  banks,  and  how  com< 
pendioosly  they  teacb  preaidents  and  directors  of  banks 
to  submit  to  the  Uws  of  the  land,  or  to  take  the  fines 
and  forfeitures  which  resistsncc  to  tlie  Uws  nnpotes  upOD 
insurgent  and  refractory  spirits.  It  presents  an  author- 
ity and  example  which  the  friends  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  are  bound  to  reipecl,  and  which  may  re- 
quire all  their  ingenuity  to  answer,  on  this  floor  or  elae- 
wbere. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  act: 

"  Sxc.  Ist.—Se  ii  enaeled  by  the  Gtntral  Aiaembly  of 
the  Commmwealih  of  Kcntutkyt  That  all  power,  right, 
or  privilege,  granted  to  the  corporvtiona  establi^ed  by 
M  act  entitlra  *  An  act  estabtishing  independent  banks 
In  this  Commonwealth,*  approved  January  S6ih,  1818, 
and  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  supplemental  to  the  act  es- 
tabliriiing  independent  banks  in  this  Commonwealth,* 
approved  February  3d,  1818,  to  deal  and  trade  in  dia- 
eoanti^  bilb  of  exchange,  or  current  money,  or  to  issue 


nolet  or  bilk  of  ercdit,  payable  to  bearer  or  otherwise, 
shall  be,  and  the  tame  are  hereby,  repealed  and  re- 
voked, from  and  afler  the  first  day  of  May  next;  and  all 
other  powers,  rights,  and  privileges,  granted  to  said  cor- 
porations in  said  recited  acts,  are  hereby  repealed  and 
revoked  from  and  af^er  the  first  day  of  January,  1833. 

"  Sac.  2d.— £e  H  further  enacted.  That  any  person  or 
persons  who  may  act  ai  a  president,  director,  or  any 
other  officer  of  any  independent  bank  in  this  State,  con- 
trary to  the  proviiioni  of  this  aet,  shall  be  subject  to  all 
the  penalties,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  imptwed  by  an  act 
entitled  *  An  act  to  suppress  private  associations  for  the 
purpose  of  banking,'  approved  February  8th,  1812; 
which  .penalties,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  may  and  shall  he 
imposed,  recovered,  collected, anddistributed,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  tlie  said  last-reeited  act. 

"  Sac.  3d.— £e  U  further  ataeied.  That  the  bonus  re- 
quired from  the  independent  banks,  for  the  privilege  of 
banking  for  the  year  1830,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, remitted. 

Skg.  4th.— .Ae  Jurlher  enaded.  That  so  much  of 
the  set  to  incorporate  Saundert'sManufNCturingCompany, 
which  passed  the  31st  of  January,  1318,  and  the  supple- 
mental  act  thereto,  approved  February  3d,  1818,  which 
gives  the  said  company  banking  privileges,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  it  hereby,  repealed;  and  the  second  section  of 
this  act  is  hereby  made  applicable  to  the  persons  who 
may  have  the  management  of  the  said  manufacturing  in- 
stitution." 

Mr,  B.  said  that  lliis  preamble  and  act,  taken  together, 
were  both  the  declaration  and  the  action  of  the  Legislature . 
of  one  of  the  principal  States  in  the  Union— a  Slate  fer- 
tile in  many  wayi^  and  in  none  more  so  than  in  the  pro- 
duction  of  able  and  pairlotie  men-  A  Legislature  of  that 
State,  in  our  own  day,  and  in  our  own  time,  and  com- 
posed of  many  persons  now  living  and  acting,  swept  off 
a  litter  of  banks  at  one  blow,  with  the  banking  privileges 
of  Lewis  Saundcra's  cotton  bagfjiing  factory  to  boot,  even 
after  they  had  been  two  years  m  operation,  maugre  all 
their  cries  about  the  bonus  and  the  contract,  and  did  so,  not 
by  virtue  of  reserved  powers  in  charters,  but  by  virtue  of 
inherent  and  unalienable  r^fhts  in  Hie  body  politic.  Mr.  D. 
taid  he  was  cutemporary  with  tliis  great  act — this  msgna 
charts  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature.  He  remembered 
its  passage,  and  the  aalisraction  which  it  gave  to  the 
State,  and  to  the  surrounding  Slates,  and  to  the  whole 
Union.  He  remembered  more:  and  ihst  was  (he  appliiuse 
then  bestowed  upon  tliis  act  of  the  Kentucky-Legislature 
by  preaseis  periodicals,  newspapers,  and  ref^sten^  wfaicli 
ace  now  foremost  in  denouncing  cilixensorPenn^lvania 
fur  proposing  to  imitate  it  in  a  case  where  alien  foreign- 
ers, more  than  native  citizens,  are  concerned,  and  where 
the  reasons  for  acting  are  many  (en  thousand  times  greater 
than  in  the  case  of  the  independent  banks,  and  Lewis 
Saunilers'sbanking  cotton-bagging  factory.  He  recollect- 
ed also  that  the  doctrine  of  rested  rights  wat  then  invo- 
ked by  the  stockholders  in  the  hecatomb  of  banks  which 
Were  nibjected  to  the  edge  of  the  ascrificial  knife;  and 
that  their  invocation  abared  the  same  fa<e  which  the 
claim  oftbe  midnight  judgct  of  1800  suffered  when  they 
claimed  their  teats  and  saUriesas  vetted  rights;  (he  tame 
hte  which  the  tenants  in  tail  and  some  of  (he  eldest  sons 
suffered,  about  the  time  of  our  Revolution,  when  entails 
were  abolished,  and  the  insolent  prerogative  of  primo- 
geniture, as  Mr.  Gibbon  called  it,  waa  suppressed  bj 
law;  the  same  fate  which  the  friendi  of  feudal  rights  suf- 
fered in  Prance  in  1789,  when  Lafayette  moved,  in  tbe 
Assembly  of  Notables,  the  entire  auppretrion  of  all  those 
rights;  the  same  fate  which  a  clergy,  loaded  with  prop* 
erty  of  this  world.  Buffered  in  England,  when  all  the 
statutes  called  mortmain  were  passed.  In  all  these  cases* 
as  well  SB  in  the  case  of  the  independent  banks,  and  Mr. 
Saunders's  bag-factorj  bank,  and  the  preMnt  United 
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States  Bank  of  PenniylvftniR,  the  plea  of  Tested  rights 
wai  pressed  into  the  service;  but  it  happened  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  (hose  who  could  discriminate  between  the 
rights  of  property)  which  the  public  ^od  requires 
to  be  held  sacred  and  inviolate,  and  the  pretensions 
of  privilege  which  the  same  public  good  requires  to  be 
examined  and  controlled.  The  aiguments  now  set  up 
•gainst  the  repealabilily  orchartered  privileges  is  nothing 
but  the  same  plea  set  up  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  countries, 
in  favor  of  similar  privileges)  and  Mr.  B.  must  be  allow- 
ed to  say  that  there  is  no  compirison  between  the  style 
and  composition  of  those  argument^  as  used  in  England 
Mid  France,  and  also  in  the  United  States  on  former 
occasions,  and  as  uied  here  now.  The  advocates  for  vetted 
rights,  that  is,  chartered  privileges,  in  these  days,  do 
little  more  than  shout;  or,  at  best,  indite  a  paragraph, 
pert  and  flippant,  coarse  and  trite,  or  heavy  and  dull; 
whereas  the  old  advocates  composed  elegant  and  scholar* 
like  dissertations^  and  he  would  advise  their  followers,  in 
these  days,  to  bunt  up  their  speeches  and  essays,  and 
copy  their  atyle,  and  at  least  give  ua  bad  doctrines  in 
good  language. 

Hr.  B.,  wiih  as  much  relnelance  as  he  bad  felt  in  ad- 
verting to  Pennsylvania  affiiirii,  must  now  advert  to 
the  Maryland  branch  of  this  question.  It  seetna  that 
(here  is  a  movement  in  Maryland  to  orgihize  a  conven- 
tion, by  the  inherent  and  unalienable  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, and,  without  a  legislative  act,  to  alter  and  change 
the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  coarenlion  held  in 
Michigan  is  one  of  this  kind,  and,  therefore,  the  recog- 
nition of  an  act  done  by  that  convention  is  resisted  on 
this  floor,  fay  the  friends  of  the  anti-convention  party  in 
Harylanil,  for  fear  it  may  operate  in  favor  of  the  conven- 
tion party  in  that  State.  This  is  the  way  that  Maryland 
politics  are  lugged  into  this  debate,  and  made  part  of 
this  discussion.  Mr.  B.  said  lie  had  often  seen  gentle- 
men argue  one  question  with  an  eye  to  another,  but, 
uaiially,  with  th*  delicacy  of  not  lu^ng  in,  by  name, 
this  other  question,  which  had  no  place  upon  the  record. 
But  this  delicacy  has  not  been  observed  upon  this  occa- 
sion. Michigan  alone  is  in  the  record  before  ust  yet 
Pennsylvania  has  been  dragged  in  by  name;  Maryland 
has  been  dragged  in  by  name;  and  not  only  dragged  in, 
but  made  the  principal  subject  of  debate,  and  the  most 
furious  denunciations  levelled  at  a  portion  of  their  citi- 
zens. The  advocates  for  the  Maryland  convention  are, 
not  incidentally  and  by  way  of  inuendo,  tasbed  and 
scourged  here  while  lashing  and  scourging  the  Michigan 
convention,  but  Ih^  are  singled  out,  seized  upon,  and 
dragged  forcibly  and  violently  into  this  chainber{  and 
then  denounced  in  such  style  that,  no  doubt,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  .Maryland  convention  is  considered  as  com- 
pletely crushed  by  the  force  whicli  assails  it  here.  Be  it 
Bo,  laid  Hr.  B.,  if  the  people  of  aovereign  States  are  wil- 
ling to  bate  their  affiiirt  goremed  by  denunciation  here. 
It  will  certainly  be  a  one-sided  game  on  this  floor;  for  it 
was  manifest  that  there  wat  one  party  at  least  here  who 
would  not  attaclc  the  impending  measures  of  any  State, 
nor  attack  the  conduct  or  motives  of  the  citizens  of  any 
State,  in  acting  as  they  pleased  on  what  concerned  tbem- 
■elvest  there  waa  one  party,  at  least,  here,  who  would 
limit  themselves  to  the  just  defence  of  the  absent  and 
the  asniled.  The  Maryland  convention  ptrty,  then,  is 
arraigned  and  condemnM  here  for  proponng  to  do  what 
Michigan  has  done,  and  the  act  of  Michigan  must  be 
stamped  with  reprobation  by  Congress,  lest  it  become  a 

Strccedent,  sanctioned  by  the  approbation  of  Congress, 
or  the  jitstiflcation  of  the  convention  party  in  Mary  land. 
This  is  the  state  of  the  question  before  ust  and  Mr.  B. 
would  immediately  proceed  to  vindieate,  not  by  an  ar- 

SuBcnt  f>f  bia  own,  but  by  example,  auihoripr,  aim  precc- 
ent,  drawn  from  our  early  hiatory,  and  from  tbe  wri- 
tings of  Ibe  AHir.den  of  the  republici  and  otben  wliicb  i 


claimed  respect,  the  act  which  Michigan  has  done,  and 
which  a  party  in  Maryland  proposes  to  do.  Mr.  B.  then 
read  and  commented  briefly  upon  several  passsges  from 
the  writings  of  Mr.  Madison,  Judge  Wilson,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, General  Hamilton,  and  Judge  Story,  in  bis  Commenta- 
riea  on  tbe  Constitution.  Mr.  Hadiaon,  speaking  of  the 
alleged  defect  of  powers  in  the  convention  of  ITST, 
which  formed  the  federal  constitution,  says: 

"They  (the  members  of  the  convention)  must  have 
reflected  thal,'tn  all  great  changes  of  established  Gov- 
ernments, forms  ought  to  give  wsy  to  substance;  that  a 
rigid  adherence,  in  such  cascft  to  the  former,  would  ren- 
der nominal  and  nugatory  the  transcendent  and  precioua 
right  of  tbe  people  to  *  aboli^  or  alter  this  Govemmentp 
as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  eflTect  their  safety^ 
and  happiness,'  since  it  is  imposaible  for  the  people  spon- 
taneously and  universally  to  move  in  concert  towards 
their  object,  and  it  is  therefore  essential  (hat  such 
changes  be  instituted  by  some  informal  and  unauthorized 
propositions,  made  by  some  patriotic  and  respectable  cit- 
izen, or  number  of  citizens.  Tbey  must  have  recollect- 
ed that  it  was  by  this  irrenular  and  assumed  privilege  of 
proposing  to  the  people  plans  for  their  safety  and  happi- 
ness, (hat  the  States  were  flrst  united  against  the  danger 
with  which  they  were  threatened  by  their  ancient  Gov- 
ernment; that  committees  and  Congresses  were  formed 
for  concentrating  their  cflbrts,  and  defending  their  rights, 
and  that  conventions  were  elected  in  the  several  States 
for  establishing  the  constitutions  under  which  they  are 
now  governed.  Nor  could  it  have  been  forgotten  that  no 
little  dl-timed  scruples,  no  zeal  for  adhering  to  ordinary 
furm^  were  any  where  seen,  except  in  those  who  wished 
to  indulge,  under  these  masks,  their  secret  enmity  to  the 
substance  contended  for." — Federalitt,  No.  40. 

Here  (said  Mr.  II.)  the  authority  of  the  people,  in 
their  original  sovereign  capacity,  to  abolish,  alter,  and 
change,  their  form  of  government,  ia  fully  and  expressly 
set  forth.  Tlie  want  of  legidative  authority  to  guide  or 
direct  them  it  directly  waived;  and  aome  patriotic  and 
respectable  eitixen  or  citizens  are  looked  to,  to  com- 
mence the  Informal  and  unauthorized  propositions  which 
are  to  lead  to  a  convention,  and  to  end  in  the  adoption 
of  fundamental  changes. 

Such  citizens  are  not  considered  by  Mr.  Madison  as 
anarchists,  disorganizerv,  disturbers  of  the  peace,  de- 
spoilers  of  property,  &c.,  but  bb  public  bencfiBCtors, 
prompted  by  |wtriotiBm  to  lake  the  lead  in  a  work  of 
public  good  and  necessity.  Mr.  B.  particularly  noted, 
and  read  twice  over,  the  concluding  aentence  of  this  ex- 
tract from  Mr.  Madison.  He  said  that  Mr.  H.  was  one 
of  the  most  careful  men  in  abstaining  from  personaUties 
and  the  imputation  of  motives;  but  here*  was  a  keen  cut, 
and  a  home  thrust,  at  the  old  lories  of  the  Revolution- 
King  George  tbe  Third's  men,  the  conservativea  of  fifty 
years  ago,  who  were  indulging  their  secret  enmity  to 
the  realrigbls  of  the  people,  under  the  ma!>k  of  zeal  for 
adhering  ,to  forms,  and  conscientious  scruples  against 
acting  without  authority.  Mr.  B.  continued  bis  read* 
ingst 

ExtraeU  from  the  ujorkt  tf  Jbrnea  Wihm^  of  Pauuj^ 
umia,  formerly  Auociatt  At^uoftkt  Saprenu  Court 
of  the  United  StaieB. 

**  Permit  me  to  mention  one  great  principle,  the  vital 
principle  I  may  well  call  it,  which  diffuses  animation  and 
vigor  through  all  the  others.  The  principle  I  mean  is 
this:  that  the  kupreme  or  sovereign  power  of  the  so* 
ciely  resides  in  the  citizens  at  large;  and  that,  therefore, 
they  always  retain  tbe  right  of  abolishing,  altering,  or 
amending,  tbii  constitution,  at  whatever  time  and  in 
wbatevermanner tb«y shall  deem  it  expedient."— IV. 

*  *^hy  abouU  we  not  tncb  our  children  ihoM  princi- 
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plei  upon  whioh  w«  ounelvei  bare  tfaaught  and  acted? 
Ought  we  to  initil  into  dieir  tender  nnndi  a  theory,  es- 
pecially if  unrounded,  wliich  ts  contradtctory  to  our  own 
practice,  built  on  the  most  solid  foundation?  Why 
ahoulct  we  reduce  thetn  to  the  cruel  dilemma  of  con- 
demning either  those  principles  they  have  been  taught 
to  believe,  or  those  persons  whom  they  have  been  taught 
to  revere?"—  Fb/.  1,  pe^e  20. 

**  As  to  the  people,  however,  in  whom  the  sovereign 
power  resides:  from  their  authority  the  constitution 
originates{  for  their  safely  and  fielicityit  is  established: 
in  their  hands  it  is  as  clay  in  the  hands  of  the  poller; 
they  have^lhe  right  to  mould,  to  preserve,  to  improve, 
to  refine,  \nd  to  finish  it  aa  they  please.  If  si^  can  it 
be  doubted  that  lliey  have  the  right  likewise  to  change 
iif—rol.  I,page418. 

General  Haipilton,  vindicating  the  convention  of 
1787,  which  omitted  to  prefix  to  the  federal  constitu- 
tion a  bill  of  rights,  says: 

**It  is  evident,  therefore,  according  to  this  (bill  of 
rights)  primitive  signification,  they  have  no  application 
to  constitutions  professedly  founded  upon  the  power  of 
the  people,  and  executed  by  their  immediate  represent- 
atives and  servants.  Here,  in  strictness,  the  people 
surrender  nothingi  and,  as  they  retain  every  thing,  they 
have  no  need  of  particular  reservationa.''— /Vdero/u/, 
Ih.  64. 

Judge  Story,  speaking  of  the  declaration  of  independ- 
ence, says: 

"  It  was  hot  an  act  done  by  the  Stale  Governments 
then  organized,  nor  by  pertona  chosen  by  them,  ft 
was  emphatically  the  act  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
united  colonies  by  the  instrumentality  of  their  repre- 
•entativea^  chosen  for  that,  among  other  purposes.  It 
was  an  act  not  competent  to  the  State  Governments,  or 
•ny  of  them,  as  organized  under  their  charters,  toadopt. 
Those  charters  neither  contemplated  the  case,  nor  pro- 
vided for  it.  It  WBB  an  act  of  original,  inherent  sover- 
eignty by  the  people  themselves,  resulting  from  their 
right  to  chsnge  tlie  form  of  Government,  md  to  insti- 
tute a  new  Government,  whenever  necessary  for  their 
lafcty  and  happiness." — Slory'M  Commtntaria  on  the 
Conaitutim,  vol.  1,  page  198. 

Judge  Story,  commenting  on  the  origin  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  convention  which  formed  the  first  General 
GoTcrnment  for  the  colonies,  says: 

"  In  some  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  colonies,  which 
were  Uien  in  session,  delegates  were  sppointed  by  the 
popular  or  representative  brancht  and  in  other  cases 
they  were  appointed  by  conventions  of  the  people  in 
the  colonies.  The  convention  of  delegates  assembled 
on  the  4(h  of  September,  1^74]  and,  having  chosen  offi- 
cera,  they  adopted  certain  fundamenlsl  rules  fur  their 
proceedings. 

**  Thus  was  organized,  under  the  auspices  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  people,  acting  directly  in  their  primary, 
sovereign  capacity,  and  wittiout  the  intervention  of  the 
fuaetionariea  to  whom  the  ordinary  powrra  of  Govern- 
ment were  delegated  in  the  colonies^  the  first  General 
or  NattonarGovernment. 

"  The  Congress  thusassembled  exercised,  t/e  faeto,  and 
dejure,  a  sovereign  authority,  not  as  the  delegated 
•gents  of  the  Government  de  faelo  of  the  colonies,  but  in 
TiitiM  of  original  powers  derived  from  the  people." — 
Story't  Cammeniaria  on  the  Conitiluiioih  vot.  l,pp.  185, 
18f. 

Having  read  these  extracts,  Mr.  B.  forbore  to  make 
■ny  commenta  upon  them,  barely  remarking  that  they 
were  purposely  taken  from  difTerent  political  schools,  to 
ahow  that  those  who  differed  fundamentally  on  so  many 
points,  yet  agreed  perfectly  on  this  most  fundamental  uf 
■II  points,  namely,  the  inherent  and  unalienable  right  of 
lite  people  to  meet  in  convention  of  their  own  mere  will 
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and  motion,  and  change  tlteir  form  of  government  at 
their  pleasure.  He  would  next  show  that  this  great  ri^ht 
was  acted  upon  in  the  formation  of  the  present  conslila- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  and  that  this  eonsittulion  owes 
all  its  force  to  the  voluntary  action  of  conventions  spring- 
ing from  the  people,  not  under  the  authority,  but  inereiy 
under  the  recommendation  of  the  State  Legislatures. 
FremiMng,  what  every  person  knew,  that  the  deputiea 
to  the  federal  convention  of  1767  were  appointed  to  re* 
vise  the  articira  of  confederation,  and  not  to  frame  a  new 
Government,  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  read  the  first  resoln. 
tion  of  the  convention,  incommunicatingtheirwork  to  the 
Congress  of  the  confederation,  and  requesting  the  Con- 
gress to  lay  it  before  the  State  Legislatures,  with  a  re- 
quest that  they  would  recommend  it  to  the  adoption  of 
the  people  of  the  Slatea  in  their  conventions.   He  read: 

"  Baehedt  That  the  preceding  eonatitution  be  laid  be- 
fore the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  that  it  Is 
the  opinion  of  this  convention  that  it  should  afterwards  be 
submitted  to  the  convention  of  delegatea  chosen  in  each 
Slate  by  the  people  thereof,  under  the  recommendation 
of  its  Legislature,  for  their  assent  and  ratification,"  be. 

Here,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  great  convention  of  1787,  know- 
ing that  they  hail  no  power  to  give  or  grant  a  constitu- 
tion to  the  pwple  of  the  States,  merely  express  their 
opinion  that  it  Right  to  be  submitted  to  ibemt  and,  know- 
ing that  the  State  Legislatures  had  no  authority  to  order 
conventions,  they  merely  requested  that  they  would  rec- 
ommend themt  and  knowing,  further,  that  the  sovereign 
power  was  in  the  people,  they  used  the  word  people  in 
preference  to  that  of  citizens,  qualified  voters,  freehold- 
er, tax-pB>ers,  or  any  thing  else  which  might  imply  a 
convention  not  springing  from  the  sovereign  p'lWer  of 
the  people,  but  guverned  by  existing  laws  and  constitu- 
tions. 

Hr.  B.  then  traced  the  mode  of  acting  under  this  rec- 
ommendation by  the  States,  and  took  the  convention  of 
Vii^inia  aathe  one  which  would  perhaps  be  admitted  to 
be  of  the  highest  authority  in  this  case.  He  showed 
that  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  first  passed  a 
"resolution,"  by  yrhich  thry  "recommended"  the  peo- 
ple to  hold  a  convention,  and  next  passed  an  act  **  con- 
cerning" the  convention,  and  providing  for  its  accommo- 
dation, but  assuming  no  authority  over  it.  He  then  re- 
ferred to  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  to  show 
that  they  had  met  according  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  that  they  decided  the  impor- 
tant questions  connected  with  the  qualifications  and  elec- 
tions of  the  delegates  according  to  what  was  eatisfiictory  to 
themselvefl,  as  acting  in  their  sovereign  representative  ca- 
pacity, and  not  as  according  to  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  the  State,  as  if  created  by  ibeir  authority.  The  history 
t)f  their  proceedings  opens  thus: 

"  In  convention,  Monday,  the  2d  of  June,  1788.  This 
being  the  day  recommended  by  the  Legislature  for  Uie 
meeting  of  the  convention,  to  lake  into  consideration  the 
proposed  plan  of  the  Federal  Government,  a  majority  of 
the  gentlemen  delegated  thereto  assembled  at  the  public 
buildinga  in  Hichmtmd,*'  &c. 

The  first  act  of  the  convention,  after  organizing  itself, 
was  to  appdnt  ft  commitlee  of  privileges  and  elections! 
and  a  most  numerous,  talented,  and  important  committee  it 
was.  It  consisted  of  twenty-eight  members,  among  whom 
were  the  first  nam«s  of  Virginia  and  of  America:  Benja- 
min Harrison,  Patrick  Henry,  (ieorge  Mason,  Governor 
Randolph,  John  Marshall,  James  Monroe,  James  Madi- 
son, George  Nicholas,  Paul  Carrington,  and  others 
scarcely  less  distinguished.  The  business  of  this  com- 
mittee was  to  pass  upon  the  validity  of  the  elections,  and 
to  decide  between  contending  parties  for  the  sume  seat; 
and  the  words  in  which  (hey  make  their  reports,  the 
evidence  which  thry  received  in  contested  cases,  and  the 
disregard  with  wliich  they  passed  over  legal  and  constitu- 
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tional  qualifications,  all  proved  (hat  the  convention  judged 
fur  IhemBclveii,  in  their  high  capacity  of  representatives  of 
the  sovereign  people,  and  independently  oFthe  laws  and 
conslitution' of  Virginia.  The  wonia  used  with  respect 
to  the  returns  of  delegates  are,  not  that  they  are  found 
duly  ejected,  or  legally  elected,  but  that  they  are  "aati** 
factMyi"  the  evidence  received  where  certificalea  of 
election  were  not  produced,  were  statement!  of  citizens 
who  said  they  were  »t  the  election,  and  heard  the  alieriff 
proclaim  stich  and  such  candidates  elected;  and,  in  the 
case  of  qualification,  where  a  petition  was  presented  (o 
vacate  the  seat  uf  a  delegate  because  he  was  not  a  free- 
holder within  the  Commonwealth pfVir^ginist'  the  report 
was  that  the  petition  be  rejected.  All  theie  reports  of 
the  committee  on  privileges  and  elections,  Hr.  B.  said, 
were  confirmed  by  the  convention,  and  the  tenor  of 
theic  whole  proceedings  shows  that  Ihey  were  acting  in 
the  high  capacity  of  representing  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people,  and  did  what  was  satisfactory  to  themselves,  and 
not  what  might  be  conformable  to  the  laws  and  constitu- 
tion of  Vii^inia.  In  fact,  said  Mr.  D.,  the  biere  compo- 
aition  of  every  convention  proves  that  they  arc  Independ- 
ent of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  St«te»  for  judj^es. 
Governors,  and  all  officers  of  the  State  or  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, may  be  members. 

Hr.  B.  having  shown,  from  the  opiniSns  of  the  most 
eminent  men,  and  from  examples  of  the  higbe&t  character, 
that  conventions  were  independent  of  State  legislation, 
demanded  how  it  was  that  State  LegislMurea  assumed  to 
have  power  to  grant  or  withhold  themf  He  wished  to 
see  their  grant  for  the  exerrise  of  this  authority  f  He 
wished  to  see  how  tt  was  that  they  who  were  servants, 
and  dressed  up  in  a  Itltle  brief  authority,  undertook  to 
govern  and  direct  the  people  in  the  exercise  of  an  in- 
herent and  unalietiable  right?  They  could  not  get  this 
authority  from  the  people,  for  it  assumed  a  supremacy 
over  the  people.  There  was  but  one  way  to  deduce 
their  title,  and  that  was  ihAugh  divine  rightl  and  by  the 
grace  of  God!  Any  thing  short  of  this  acknowledges 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people,  and  puts  an  end  to  the 
pretension;  so  (hat  «  Legislature  which  should  now  as- 
■urne  to  auihorizethe  people  to  hold  a  convention,  if  put 
to  a  derivatinn  of  their  own  authority,  would  havs  to 
adopt  (he  a(yle  of  those  Kings  of  Europe  who  hold  that 
God  has  put  the  people  into  their  care,  and  endowed 
litem  with  all  authority  for  their  protection  and  preser* 
vation.  A  legislative  advice,  counsel,  or  recommend- 
ation  to  the  people  to  hold  a  convention,  and  an  appro- 
priation of  money  to  defray  its  expenses;  is  certainly  a 
convenience,  but  it  is  not  a  prerequisitet  and  conven- 
tions to  citange  the  form  of  government  may  be  held  by 
the  peuple  when  they  please;  taking  care  to  submit  their 
work  to  a  direct  vote  uf  the  people  tliemselves,  or  to  a 
new  convention  elected  for  the  express  purpoM  of  ap- 
proval or  rejection,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates;  and  thus  makine  sure  of 
the  appn^ation  of  a  majority  of  the  people  before  the 
new  constitution  is  put  in  force. 

Hr.  B.  had  now  finished  his  view  nf  this  question,  and 
wuuld  make  a  brief  application  of  tbe  whole  to  the 
case  of  Michigan.  The  people  there  bad  held  a  con- 
vention, by  their  own  power,  to  accept  a  fundamental 
condition  of  their  admimon  into  (he  Union.  They  have 
accepted  the  condition;  and  the  objection  is,  that  the 
convention  was  a  lawleu  and  revolutionary  mob,  and 
that  law  ought  to  be  made  to  suppress  and  punish  such 
assemblages  ia  future.  Mr.  B.  would  hold  a  proposi- 
tiun  for  such  a  law  tu  be  the  quintessence  not  nf  Euro- 
petn,  but  uf  Asiatic  despotism;  and  sure  be  was,  it  would 
receive  no  countenance  by  the  vote  of  this  diamber.  In 
saying  this,  be  spoke  upon  a  recollection  of  (he  past,  as 
well  as  upon  a  view  of  the  present.  At  the  last  session 
of  CongrcM  all  this  denunciatioo  of  lawless  and  rerolu- 


lionary  mobs  had  been  lavished  upon  the  conventioii 
buih  of  Arkansas  and  Michigan,  because,  being  Terri- 
tories, they  had  held  conventions,  and  framed  constitu- 
tions, without  tbe  suthority  of  Coiigreui.  Our  answtfs 
hi  these  denunciations  were  the  same  that  we  give  noW( 
namely:  1.  That  they  had  a  right  to  do  so  without  our 
authority,  and  all  that  we  could  require  was,  (hat  they 
should  send  us  their  constitutions,  that  we  might  see 
Ihey  were  republican;  and,  3.  That  these  Territories  had 
several  times  applied  to  Congress  for  an  act  to  regulate 
the  holding  of  their  conventions,  which  were  always  re- 
fused by  (he  political  party  which  then  beU  the  suprem- 
acy in  this  chamber!  and  that  to  refuse  them  an  act  to 
regulate  the  holding  of  a  convention,  when  they  aaked 
Tor  it,  and  then  to  denounce  them  for  holding  a  conven- 
tion without  law,  was  unreasonable  and  contradictory, 
and  subjected  ourselves  to  the  reproach  both  of  injus- 
tice and  inconsistency.  These  were  our  answers  then; 
and  we  added,  that  those  who  denounced  the  Arkansas 
and  Michigan  conventions  for  lawless  and  revolutionary 
mobs,  would  find  themselves  unsupported  by  the  vote 
uf  the  Senate;  which  turned  out  to  be  the  fact,  for  the 
negative  vote  was  exceedingly  smsll;  and  Mr.  B.  would 
add,  that  the  result  would  be  the  same  now;  and  that,  af- 
ter all  this  denunciation  of  the  convention  in  Michigan, 
the  convention  party  in  Maryland,  snd  the  disorganizing 
party  in  Pennsylvania,  the  vote  wuuld  be  about  as  it  was 
at  the  last  session,  exceedingly  small,  and  entirely  too 
inconsidervble  to  give  any  countenance  to  their  denun  • 
ciations. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  that  the 
Senate  would  not  adjourn  until  it  finished  (his  question. 
It  was  due  to  Pennsylvania  andMarj  land  (hat  we  should 
fiti>p  a  debate  in  which  their  concerns  were  improperly 
introduced;  and  it  was  due  to  Michigan  herself  that  she 
should  be  relieved  from  this  attendance  at  our  doors. 
She  has  been  debarred  of  her  rights  fur  years;  she  is  a 
State,  if  not  a  State  of  the  conrederacy;  she  has  a  ri^ht 
to  be  admitted;  and  (he  admission  of  a  State  is  a  question 
of  that  dignity  to  be  entitled,  not  only  tu  a  speedy  deci- 
sion, but  to  a  preference  over  all  other  questions  until 
it  was  decided.  He  repeated,  what  he  had  said  some 
days  before,  that  he  had  come  with  his  cloak  to  camp 
on  this  floor  until  the  vote  was  taken;  and,  that  being 
his  idea  of  what  all  ought  to  do^  he  would  not  consume 
time  by  speaking. 

When  Mr.  Bbhtox  had  taken  his  seat, 

Mr.  PliESTON,  of  South  Carolins,  addressed  the 
Senate,  and  observed  that  lie  was  as  anxioud  as  any  other 
Senator  could  be  that  Michigan  should  be  admitted, 
without  delay,  into  the  Union.  She  is  a  sovereign 
State,  recognised  as  such  by  Congress,  (said  Mr.  P.,) 
and  her  present  position  is  extremely  awkward;  and  as 
it  seems,  by  the  declaration  of  her  Senators  (h^t  Ohio 
has  no  longer  any  interest  in  the  enforcing  of  the  con- 
dition required  in  tbe  bill  passed  at  the  laat  Mssion*  I 
am  disposed  to  waive  that  condition  altogether.  It  wai 
merely  with  a  view  to  prevent  difRculties  between  con- 
terminous States  that  1  voted  for  its  insertion;  but  aa 
the  Senators  from  Ohio  no  longer  consider  it  necessary 
as  a  security  tu  that  State  on  the  question  uf  boundary, 
1  am  ready  to  admit  Michigan  at  once.  Yet,  while 
these  are  my  feelings,  1  nannot  bring  my  mind  to  vote 
for  the  whole  bill,  becsuse  1  consi<ler  it  as  containing 
matter  which  is  wrong  both  in  fact  and  in  principle. 
As  the  bill  stand;,  it  ttatea  a  fact  which  the  Senate  does 
not  know,  and  proceeds  on  principles  which  the  Senate 
ought  to  repudiate. 

[Mr.  P.  here  gave  way  for  a  motion  tu  adjourn;  but 
(he  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded*  and  the  motion  was 
negatived:  Yeas  16,  nays  22.] 

Mr.  Phxbto>  resumed.  1  have  said  that  the  hill 
tatea  a  fact  wbidi  the  Senate  does  nut  know.  And, 
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pny ,  what  knowIed<;e  has  this  boiljr  that  the  solemn  con- 
dition imposed  by  the  Uw  of  CongrcMhu  been  assented 
to  and  complied  Mriih  by  a  convention  of  the  people  of 
the  Slate  of  Uichigan'  We  have  no  authentication  of 
the  faet{  none — none  whatever.  Yet  the  bill  states  it  as 
a  thing  certain,  and  rests  entirely  on  that  assumption. 
When  you  turn  your  eyes  towards  our  Norlbweiitepn 
territory,  what  is  tlie  spectacle  which  meets  your  view  i 
What  la  it  you  cee  aimdit  the  great  lakes  north  of  tlie 
Sute  of  Olilof  What  do  you  see  there*  The  SUte  of 
Michigan,  Can  we  look  behind,  or  belowt  or  above, 
that  State  soverelgntyf  la  there  sny  thing  which  we 
dare  to  recognise  except  that  State?  No,  sir.  The 
State  alone  can  be  recognised,  or  hold  relations  with  u«; 
and  if  we  break  though  its  organ'zed  forms,  to  bold  In- 
tercourse and  make  contracts  with  the  people  directly, 
it  is  a  revohilionary  proceeding.  The  Stale  stands  be- 
tween us  and  the  people  of  that  peninsula.  IIuw-  can 
the  cMsens  of  that  State  make  ihemselves  known  to  ii8> 
How  can  you  know  their,  but  through  their  Stite  organi- 
zation^ What  do  you  know  urihis  Mr.  Williams,  whose 
name  is  ippended  to  a  paper  which  has  been  submitted 
to  us  by  the  Eiccutive  of  the  United  States^  What  as- 
surance have  you  that  he  is  not  a  mere  man  of  straw? 
What  testimony  do  you  pessess  to  prove  his  existence 
and  authenticate  his  signature?  Nune  whatever.  All 
that  is  presented  is  louse  parol  testimony,  conjecture, 
hearsay,  and  scraps  of  a  newspaper.  And  are  you  to 
bind  a  sovereign  and  independent  State,  and  that  in  the 
highest  exercise  of  sovereignty,  viz ;  the  cession  of  terri- 
tory, on  such  testimony  as  this — testimony  that  would 
not  be  received  in  any  court  on  the  globe?  Is  such  a 
deed  as  this  to  be  put  on  recwd,  and  remain  on  your 
archives?  Ilowduyou  know  that  Michigan  has  assent- 
ed to  the  condition  of  her  adraianon?  Does  the  State 
appear  before  you?  Have  you  her  great  seal?  Have 
you  the  autliemleated  signatures  of  her  functionaries? 
Without  these,  I  cannot  take  my  seat  in  this  chamber. 
Without  ihese,  llie  Senators  from  Michigan  themselves 
cannot  be  admitted  here.  1  therefore  set  out  by  affirm- 
uig  that  the  fact  reciled  in  the  preamble  of  this  bill  is 
nut  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Senate.  How  dare 
you  look  into  the  interior  operations  of  the  Slate  of 
Michigan?  What  authority  have  you  to  gothere?  Who 
entitled  you  to  pass  by,  to  pass  over,  to  supersede,  tlie 
entire  legislative  authority  of  that  Slate,  to  create  air 
imperium  in  imperio,  to  the  utter  subversion  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  that  State,  and  the  overthrow  of  its  consti- 
tution?  Sir,  it  is  perfectly  monstrous. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  isks, 
how  does  it  lie  Id  our  mouths  to  say  that  tliis  organism  of 
the  people  is  interposed  between  us  and  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan,  when  we  refused  in  January  last  to  recog- 
nise that  body  as  a  LegisUtura  at  all,  and  declined  re- 
ceiving a  memorial  from  it  as  s  Legislature?  I  will  tell 
the  Senator.  When  we  refused  to  recognise  the  exist- 
ence of  that  Legislature,  we  had  not  recognised  the 
conslitution  of  Michigan;  and  it  was  nut  till  iben  that  We 
■motioned  the  use  or  the  words  Stata  and  L^tkUure, 
Where,  then,  ia  the  monstroua  inconsistency  so  triumph- 
antly urged?  Let  gentlemen  compere  the  dates,  and 
they  will  see  there  is  no  inconsistency.  When  Michigan 
Grst  asked  to  be  admitted,  there  were  important  difficul- 
ties in  the  way,  and  we  could  con^iider  her  onlyaa  a  Ter- 
ritorial Government,  or  a  mere  mass  of  individuals  inhabit- 
ing a  peninsula.  But  a  change  came  over  the  mode  of 
her  eztstenect  her  State  constitution  was  adopted  in 
Apri^  and  a  committee  of  this  body  reported  that  they 
haul  examined  titat  instrument,  ami  brought  in  a  bill  pro- 
posing the  mode  tn  which  she  should  be  admitted  into 
the  Union.  On  the  15lh  of  June  this  bill  became  a  law, 
acknowledging  the  Territory  of  .Michigan  to  be  erected 
into  a  State,  ai'd  to  be  reoelred  into  the  confederacy  oa 
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a  certain  condition.  But  mark  you,  sir,  that  condition 
applied  solely  to  her  admission,  not  to  her  recognition  aa 
a  State.    What  are  the  words  of  the  proviso? 

"Provided,  alway.t,  and  this  admission  is  upon  the  ex< 
press  condition,  that  the  said  Slate  ±.bal1  consii^t  of  and 
have  jurisdiction  over  all  the  territory  included  within 
the  following  boundaries,  and  over  none  other,  to  wit: 
Brginning  at  the  point  where  the  above-deicr.bed  north- 
ern boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio  interse<^  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Indiana,"  &c. 

This  proviso,  as  you  perceive,  applies,  with  cautioul 
precision  of  laQg^age,  only  to  the  last  clause  of  tlie  pre- 
ceding aentence.  But,  independentoftlieproviso,  the  law 
constitutes  Michigan  a  free,  aovereign,  and  independent 
State,  capable  of  admission  into  the  Union,  and  of  per- 
forming  every  act  of  sovereignty.  We  constitiited  the 
State,  and  by  a  contemporaneous  act  we  required  the 
State  thuf  constituted  to  perform  certain  conditions  be- 
fciFe  becoming  a  member  of  the  confederacy.  Where, 
then,  ia  the'  mighty  inconsistency  sbout  which  we  have 
heard  so  much?  Before  lie  chargi-d  inconsistency  upon 
us,  why  did  not  the  honorable  Scnulor  from  i'ennsyU 
vania  [Mr.  BucmiiiH]  turn  to  the  journal?  Michigan, 
it  is  true,  was  not  a  State  in  Januaiy,  but  the  was  a 
State  in  June— a  State  self-existing,  and  under  the  guar- 
antee of  the  United  Statesi  and  It  is  because  this  change 
was  made,  that  we  are  incapable  of  holding  any  commu- 
nication with  her  citizens  in  their  individual  capacity. 
The  honorable  Senator  and  myself  have  in  this  matter 
exactly  changed  sides.  He  was  fur  recognising  her  be- 
fore she  was  a  Slate,  and  1  was  opposed  to  it;  and  now 
that  she  is  a  State,  it  is  he  that  refuaes  to  recognise  her, 
and  I  who  contend  for  it.  I  cannot  conaent  to  dissolve 
her  State  eziitence.  You  cannot  do  it.  It  is  out  of  your 
power.  Sheexists,  independently  of  you.  These,  as  I 
underiitand  them,  are  the  great  and  true  principles  of 
the  State  rights  party,  and  but  for  this  I  should  not  have 
asked  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  one  moment.  This 
bill,  in  its  present  form,  involves  a  grosa  violation  of 
State  rights;  it  goes  to  the  uUer  prostration  of  sU  Stale 
Government,  and  involves  the  doctrine  that  the  Genend  « 
Governneiit  has  power  to  go  below  the  State  Govern- 
ment, and  look  beyond  it.  The  gentleman  talks  of  a 
convention  of  the  people  of  a  State.  These  are  all  com- 
plex terms;  and  in  what  sense  does  he  use  them?  .  The 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Stbasoe]  said  that 
the  word  *'  convention"  had  no  technical  mtaningi  thai 
it  applied  to  any  assembly  of  the  delegates  of  the  people, 
no  matter  how  they  came  together.  Delegalea  of  tlie 
people!  How  does  he  know  that  they  are  delegatcsf 
Here  are  we  wielding  the  destinies  and  casting  the  deep> 
eat  foundations  of  a  State,  without  knowing  the  meaning 
of  the  word  eonteniion.  The  word  is  technical!  It  has 
a  constant  and  well-defined  meaning  in  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  and  of  the  BUIes.  Am  1  to  be  told 
that  any  loose  gathering  of  the  population  is  a  convention, 
within  the  legal  meanmg  of  that  word'  Why,  sir,  was 
the  late  BaltimoreconTentionaconvenlion  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States?  Was  that  assemblage  capable  of 
giving  lawa  to  us?  A  convention  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Stales  can  upturn  these  seats  and  banish  us  all 
from  these  halls;  can  destroy  the  Senate,  can  abolish 
Congress.  And  was  the  Baltimore  convention,  a  motley 
collection  of  postmasters,  steam  doctor^  and  God  knowa 
who,  a  convention  of  the  people  of  the  United  States? 
Sir,  I  would  not  give  this  pinch  of  snulF  for  the  tenura 
of  my  rights  under  ihis  Government,  if  any  such  assem- 
blage is  to  be  so  recognised.  And  do  you  know  that 
the  convention  in  Hichig»n  was  any  thing  more  than  that 
which  met  in  Baltimoreir  The  documenta  do  not  show 
that  it  was  any  thing  more.  They  do  not  show  that  It 
was  as  much. 

Wtnt  is  a  conventioar  1  be  conatitutimi  of  the  United 


Digitized  by 


259  GALES  &  8£ATON*S  UEGISTEK  2G0 

■■I  —  ..I  ■- — -—  .1.1— . I.—  ,,  ■- .  .J 

SaiTATK.]  Mmu^m  of  JficA^gm.  {Jar.  S,  1837. 


8t»tei  spmki  or  a  convention  of  the  States;  and  what  is 
nwant  by  the  word  in  Utat  place.'  1  will  tell  you  what  it 
means.  It  means  a  regulurly  delegated  body,  coming 
from  a  known  constituency,  with  a  political  organization, 
and  endowed  witli  sovereign  powers  over  ibe  matters 
intrusted  to  it.  That  is  a  convention  in  a  technical 
sense.  I  know,  indeed,  that  there  is  a  popular  impres' 
■ion  that  ■  eonrmtion  ia  a  sort  of  undefined  or  unde6- 
nablc  thing,  which  rises  up  like  a  mist  from  the  people, 
without  any  known  law,  but  with  exceeding  power. 
But  this  is  nut  a  convention  in  the  sense  of  any  statute  or 
of  the  constitution.  A  cur:vention  is  a  political  body 
proceeding  from  a  known  constituency,  and  regularly 
convened  for  a  known  and  defined  political  purpose. 
Kow,  do  you  know  what  was  the  constituency  in  this 
case  of  Michigan^  Have  you  any  authentic  evidence 
that  it  was  not  a  mere  Vague  accidental  assembly  of  gen- 
tlemen, who  got  together  and  arrogated  to  Ihcmsdves 
the  highest  rights  of  the  people.'  What  are  the  powers 
of  a  convent 'on  ?  If  it  is  a  convention  of  the  elementary 
kind  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
who  shall  restrain  tls  powers  or  give  bounds  to  its  au- 
tliority?  When  you  have  conjured  up  this  all-powerful 
Spirit,  liow  dare  you  undertake  to  restrain  it?  If  the 
gentleman  once  assembles  the  majesty  of  Michigan,  can 
he  put  manacles  upon  its  hands^  No,  sir,  it  is  Ine  great 
power  of  the  State,  and  it  mocks  at  all  attempts  ro  re- 
strain it.  Who  is  to  limit  its  doings?  The  instructions 
of  tite  people?  1  put  it  to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia. I  ask  him  to  tell  me  who  are  the  constituency  of 
this  self-styled  convention  in  Michigan?  Will  he  tell  roe, 
the  people?  Let  us,  then,  examine  the  var*!  people—* 
name  often  invoked,  about  which  great  clamor  is  made 
by  some  gentlemen,  and  wilh  whom  we  have  been  re- 
peatedly  threatened.  Who  are  the  people?  It  may  be 
difficult  exactly  to  deRnej  but  this  I  know,  that  I  am  one 
of  them,  and  I  do  not  look  upon  this  thing,  the  people, 
as  some  great  monster  whicti  must  have  garbage  thrown 
to  it  to  keep  it  quiet.  God  forbid  that  I  aliould  consider 
or  speak  of  my  fellow-citizena  as  a  mob,  having  a  will 
and  purposes  not  to  be  ascertained  through  their  consti- 
tutional organs — wlucli  some  gentlemen  appear  to  un- 
derstand by  the  word  people.  No,  sir,  1  am  one  of  the 
people.  What  is  good  for  them  is  good  for  me.  What 
is  right,  and  just,  and  proper  for  them,  is  proper,  and 
just,  and  right  for  me,  for  you,  sir,  and  for  all  of  us. 
Ay,  sir,  the  proudest  Senator  upon  this  floor  is  but  one 
of  the  peoplci  and  when  gentlemen  appeal,  in  whatever 
candied  phrase,  from  the  organised  will  of  the  people,  to 
what  they  may,  for  the  occasion,  chooae  to  consider  their 
will,  it  is  done  in  an  equally  exaggerated  conception  of 
their  cunning  and  the  ignorance  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

Let  us,  however,  look  a  little  more  closely  to  the  mat- 
ter in  hand.  Who  are  the  people  of  Michigan,  of  whom 
the  gentleman  apeaks?  The  men,  women,  and  children? 
white  and  black?  foreigners  and  all?  Who  mske  up 
the  people?  Whoare  they?  Gentlemen  cannot  answer. 
I  will  tell  you  who  they  ought  to  be.  They  are  that 
political  body  which  ia  recognised  by  the  consliiution  of 
a  Statet  and  there  may  be  a  dozen  conventions  helil  by 
the  tag-rag  and  bob-tail  within  the  peninsula,  and  yet  not 
one  convention  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  It  must  be 
the  political  people  of  Michigan  who  are  represented  in 
convention.  Who  is  it  tint  shall  reflate  this  matter? 
Who  is  to  declare  who  are  the  people  and  who  not? 

Sir,  on  this  pmnt  I  look,  at  the  last  session,  high 
ground  for  Michigan.  I  held  then,  and  I  hold  now,  that 
it  is  her  right,  and  hers  alone,  to  say  who  the  people  of 
Michigan  are,  and  Congress  has  no  right  to  touch  the 
questiont  till  she  has  told  you,  you  cannot  know.  And  if 
the  ^ntleman  from  Pennsylvania  shall  say  that  our  ad- 
misston  bill)  in  requiring  the  assent  of  the  people  of 
Hicbigsn  assembled  in  coaveation,  meant  s  gathering  of 


all  tlie  men,  women,  and  children,  residing  within  the 
limits  of  that  State,  be  advances  a  doctrine  utterly  sub- 
versive of  the  State.  No,  sir,  the  question  of  assent 
was  referred  by  our  act  to  a  political  bodyi  the  political 
people  of  Michigan,  in  regular  convention  assembled. 
And  what  proof  have  we  that  the  recent  assemblage  was 
such  a  convention?  None  in  the  world.  A  newspaper 
psragraj^!  private  letters!  parol  testimony!  Is  this  evi- 
dence? Wno  voted?  Did  the  women  and  children? 
We  are  told  that  there  were  more  members  than  in  tlie 
first  convention,  and  a  larger  constituency.  But  how  is 
this?  Did  not  the  matter  concerning  which  the  first 
convention  assembled  involve  the  very  highest  topic  that 
can  engross  and  agitste  a  community?  Was  it  any  thing 
short  of  war  with  Ohio,  and  nullinestion  of  the  acts  of 
Congress?  Under  this  excitement,  a  certain  number  of 
voters  turned  out,  and  now  gentlemen  show  us  that  the 
number  has  been  nearly  doubled.  How  is  this  to  be  ac' 
counted  for?  Has  the  excitement  been  increased?  It 
has  been  diminished.  How  will  these  things  look  fifty 
years  hence?  That  Congress  received  the  acts  of  such 
an  assemblage,  in  direct  contradicUon  of  those  of  their 
political  constituents. 

It  might  be  considered  incumbent  on  me  to  prove  that 
Michigan  ia  k  State,  for  the  honorable  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Stkafge]  has  denied  it.  On  this 
subject  1  belong  to  wliat  has  been  deemed  an  extreme 
sect.  But  not  in  the  very  wildest  of  our  excitement  have 
r,  for  one  moment,  pushed  the  doctrine  of  State  rights 
beyond  the  old  Jefferaonian  principles.  Standing,  where 
I  have  ever  stood,  on  tltose  principle^  and  upon  thesa 
alone,  1  am  here  called  to  vindicate  the  State  existenoe 
of  Michigan.  If  the  idea  of  the  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina is  correct,  then  there  is  no  existence  fw  a  State  but 
in  this  confederacy.  I  will  put  a  question  to  that  honor- 
able Senator.  What  was  North  Carolina  before  she 
came  into  the  confederacy,  and  after  the  confederacy 
was  formed?  And  yet  he  holds  that  Michigan  is  not  a 
SUte,  because  abe  has  not  been  admitted  into  it  If  she 
is  not  a  State,  pray,  what  is  she?  She  must  either  be  a 
Territory,  or  else  be  in  an  elementary  state,  like  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  When  gentlemen  once  set  out  with 
these  arrogations,  there  is  no  knowing  where  they  are 
to  end.  tin,  sir,  Michigsn  is  a  State.  I  vindicate  her 
State  sovereignty,  and  I  am  anxious,  exceedingly  anx- 
'  ious,  that  that  sovereignty  sliould  nut  be  tarnished  in  its 
very  first  act. 

Then  I  say  that  there  baa  nut  been  a  convention  at 
Ann  Arbor,  that  the  people  of  Miclitgan  have  not  been 
there  represented.  But  here  we  are  met  by  a  reduciio 
adabiurdum.  We  are  asked,  if  the  people  of  Michigan 
were  not  to  meet  so,  how  could  they  meet?  Sir,  if  there 
is  any  one  thing  more  dangerous  than  another,  it  is  first 
to  create  a  difficulty,  and  then  to  create  a  power  in  Gov- 
ernment to  meet  it.  U  is  dangeroua  in  the  extreme, 
with  no  otlier  warrant  than  a  phantom  cocgured  up  by 
ourselves,  to  csll  fbr  wespons  to  destroy  it,  which  are 
powerful  enough  to  destroy  liberty.  What!  are  gentle- 
men to  make  powers'  Are  they  to  say  a  certain  power 
is  needed,  and  therefore  we  will  create  it?  Koi  let  them 
go  to  their  masters.  I^et  them  go  to  the  States  and  a»k 
fur  it.  But  here  there  is  no  such  necessity.  You  have 
the  power  already  created. 

A  convention  is  provided  tor  in  tlie  constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  in  the  constitution  of  the  Siste  of  Mich- 
igan—instruments which  are  obligatory  un  us  sod  on 
that  State.  We  have  recogniaed  her  constitution,  and  it 
declares  that  a  convention  shall  be  called  only  in  a  cer- 
tain way.  Have  you  a  right  to  subvert  that  constitution? 
Will  you  virtually  repeal  it  in  the  very  act  of  confirming 
it?  I  invoke  the  Senators  who  have  been  elected  firoiD 
Michigan  to  aid  me  in  defendingtlie,nghla  of  tfaeir  State. 
Here  is  Congress  proposing  to  repeal  a  part  of  their  con- 
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stitutlon,  attempting  to  circuiMcribe  tbtlr  own  LegiBlt- 
tara.  I  call  them  to  tbe  reicur.  Much  h»  been  Mid  tn  this 
detMt*  ftboQt  the  Till  of  the  people,  and  we  hare  bean  re- 
minded that  their  with  is  paramount  to  all  enactment!. 
God  forbid  that  [  ahould  nucribe  to  that  doctrine  in  the 
•erne  here  advanced.  What?  Do  I  hold  fiqr  rights  by 
the  mere  popuhtr  breath?  Shall  I  trust  the  libertioB  of 
us  the  people  to  sueh  a  Goreniment  f  No,  sir.  1  look  to 
the  recorded  willof  the  people — to  the  will  of  the  people 
as  they  have  imbodied  it  in  their  political  institutions.  1 
look  for  the  will  of  the  people  of  Michigan  in  the  consti- 
tution of  Michigan.  And  they  offend  the  rights  of  the 
people  who  look  orer  that  instrument  to  the  voice  of  a 
mere  popuhr  assembly.  The  constitutim,  that  is  the 
people's  will — their  solemn,  defined,  recorded  will. 
Tell  me  not  that  that  is  the  will  of  the  people  which  can 
be  expressed  by  a  mere  transient  parly  csucus  move- 
ment. The  people's  will,  I  repeat  it  again,  is  the  peo- 
ple's constitution,  and  I  will  not  live  in  a  society  that  rec- 
ognist  s  any  other.  Sooner  turn  me  loose  to  the  savage 
state,  let  me  be  armed  to  the  teeth,  and  prepared  to 
make  war  on  every  neigtibor,  rather  than  be  under  the 
lEpveroment  of  mobs  and  caucuses.  No  convention, 
therefore,  can  be  entitled  by  tiMt  name,  unless  it  w>s 
held  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Hiehi- 
gM;  and  if  you  (fcognisc  any  other,  you  subvert  the  con* 
stitution. 

Now,  I  ask,  how  was  the  first  convention  formed'  It 
assembled  under  the  recommendation  of  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan,  under  an  set  which  recognised  the  binding 
Mthority  of  the  constitution.  The  acts  were  duly  au- 
thenticated, and  sent  here  with  all  the  formulas  of  authen- 
tication upon  them,  ft  was  the  deliberate  judgment  of 
the  people  of  Hichigsn,  regularly  expressed.  But  this 
will  virtually  goes  to  appeal  from  the  entire  authority  of 
the  people  of  Miclngsn,  to  the  honorable  chsirman  of  our 
Judiciary  Committee,  tie  decides  in  the  very  teeth  of 
the  Legislature  of  Htchtgan,  who  must  be  supposed  to 
understand  their  own  rights  and  duties,  and  who  passed 
a  law  for  a  convention — which  convention  did  act,  and 
duly  certified  its  sctiun.  There  wts  great  point  in  the 
question  put  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Eviite.]  If 
the  first  convention  hsd  acceded  to  the  terms,  and  then 
this  new-fangled  and  self-created  convention  had  met  and 
rescinded  the  act  of  assent,  how  would  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bocbaxab]  have  then  decided  be- 
tween the  two  eooventionsf  Would  he  fi>T  one  moment 
have  held  up  (he  latter  against  the  former?  No,  sir. 
No,  no.  The  Senator  would  have  exclaimed,  **  Tell  me 
not  of  the  lawless  proceedings  of  a  disorganizing  aasem- 
blige.  Here  is  the  act  of  a  regular,  a  legitimate  con- 
vention, held  according  to  law;  and  what  is  the  language 
of  Michigan,  if  this  is  not?"  in  what  terms  of  indignation 
would  the  Senator  have  rebuked  us  for  paltering  with 
terms  and  casting  the  mantle  of  a  eonrention  over  the 
unauthorized  resolves  of  a  lawless  assembly?  But  cir- 
curastanees  alter  cases.  A  convention  regularly  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Legislature  has  refused  to  accede  to  your 
terms.  And  how  will  you  get  out  of  the  difficuhy?  By 
estling  together  a  nameless  body  to  controvert  the  will  of 
the  people,  expressed  through  their  own  devised  and 
constituted  organs,  to  repeal  official  acts  sealed  and  cer. 
tified  by  their  own  functKmariea?  Shall  we  declare  the 
act  of  their  Legislature  to  be  uncomtitutioDal?  Who 
gave  us  any  such  right?   None  dare  do  it. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Hit^ippi  [Mr.  Wilker]  re- 
minded us  that  the  first  convention  itself  declared  its 
want  of  power  to  alter  the  .constitution.  Well,  sir,  if 
that  convention  had  not  the  power,  what  right  liave  we 
to  give  superior  power  to  another  body?  If  the  Gov* 
emor  and  Legislature  of  a  State  could  not  intreat  a  con- 
vention with  power  to  change  the  eonilitntion  of  a  State, 
can  we?   U  is  prepostemui. 


The  honorable  Senator  over  the  way  [Mr.  Bocratah} 
comes  from  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  I  from 
the  little  State  of  South  Carolina.  He  comes  from  a 
non-alaveholding  State;  I  from  a  slaveholdtng.  Will  be 
claim  to  go  behind  the  act  of  my  Legislature,  and  call 
upon  the  people  of  South  Carolina?  Intimations  were 
once  made,  and  from  high  quarters,  thst  this  Oeneral 
Qovernment  would  look  behind  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  South  Carolina  for  the  will  of  the  peoplet 
and  what  people  will  the  gentleman  from  Pennnlvsnia 
select?  The  free  white  citizens,  or  black  ant!  white 
people,  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina?  Will  the  gen* 
tleman  conwder  the  human  beings  or  the  white  men  of 
South  Carolina  her  people'  South  Carolina  alone  can 
decide  that  for  herself,  and  Michigan  for  herself)  and 
this  Qovernment  ought  not,  and  cannot,  for  either.  The 
gentleman  perceives  that  I  am  deeply  interested  in  this 
matter.  There  is  a  deep  and  a  fearful  reason  why  I 
shall  not  let  him  look  behin<l  the  constitution  and  l>gis- 
lature  of  a  State.  Sir,  we  talked  much  of  conventions 
during  the  period  ol  our  late  excitement  in  South  Caro- 
lina. We  bad  then  the  convention  of  a  parly,  large  and 
numerous,  which  sat  from  day  to  day,  uljouriied  from 
time  to  time,  appealed  from  the  LegiiJature  to  the  peo- 
ple, held,  it  was  rumored,  communications  with  this 
Government,  and  it  was  also  rumored  that  oHicera  of 
this  Government  threatened  to  consider  it  as  South 
Carolina,  and  to  obey  its  orders  in  wielding  the  sword  at 
that  moment  held  drawn  against  the  State.  The  same 
dangerous  and  disorganizing  principles  are  avowed  in 
ihisbill.  Sir,  when  once  wt:  get  behind  the  Legislature, 
and  get  into  conventions,  who  speaks  the  voice  of  the 
people?  Who  has  got  it?  Each  man  says  that  he 
speaks  it;  but  who  is  rights  The  party  in  power  will 
always  saythat  the  voice  which  disapprovestheirscts  is 
not  the  voice  of  the  people.  II  is  in  this  way  they  satis- 
fy their  conscience.  .\nd  shall  it  be  that  on  ttie  will  of 
the  majority  here  repose  all  the  powers  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  all  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales?  1  trust  such  a  state  of  things  will  never  occur. 
Supposing  that  this  was  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  in* 
strad  of  Michigan,  and  there  were  two  conventions,  one 
at  Philadelphia,  and  one  at  flarrisburg,  expressing  opin- 
ions directly  the  reverse  of  esch  other,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  Senator,  would  express  the 
voice  of  the  people?  I  can  tell  you,  airi  it  would  be 
that  which  expressed  bis  own  sentiments.  What  I  de- 
sire is,  that  we  ahould  not  proceed  on  these  resolutions 
psssed  at  Ann  Arbor  as  an  act  of  the  State  of  Michigan, 
but  shall  wait  until  we  have  the  act  of  that  Slate  in  a 
regular,  organized  form.  What  is  a  Slate?  It  is  a  po- 
litical organizaiion  within  a  certain  territory,  and  its  po* 
Itticjd  organization  ia  the  imbodying  of  its  rights  in  a 
constitution.  If  you  look  beyond  Ihi^  there  ii  no 
Statet  there  may  be  a  population,  but  there  is  no  State. 
Sir,  this  bill  has  been  characterized  as  revolutionary, 
and  it  is  to.  It  is  an  appeul  from  the  Government  to 
the  people,  from  written  constitutions  to  unwritten, 
from  oi^nized  systems  of  Government  to  disorganized. 
The  very  act  of  this  Ann  Arbor  convention  is  itself  an 
act  of  disorganization.  It  grants  away  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  yet  it  is  itself  not  known  to  State  authority. 
Suppo^ng  that  some  of  these  Ann  Arbor  gentlemen 
should  be  arrested  on  criminal  procesi,  and  tried  for 
their  proceedings,  how  woull  they  fare  before  a  judicial 
tribunal?  Sir,  they  are  guilly  of  treason.  Could  they 
plead  the  act  of  Congrefs?  It  would  not  svail  themt 
Congress  is  not  their  Legislature.  If  asked,  what 
brought  you  here?  if  called  upon  to  show  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  calling  them  there,  what  could  theyanswir? 
To  bring  the  question  borne,  suppose  the  Legislature 
should  disavow  their  powers,  what  can  we  say?  Can 
wt  say  that  that  assembly  was  paramount  to  the  I«gii- 
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blurt;?  Would  (he  g^entlemnn  from  Pennsylvania  aay 
to  the  people  of  Michigan,  we  will  not  listen  to  your 
Legitlaturei  you  shall  be  in  the  Union,  and  you  shall  be 
in  it  under  the  condition  vre  prcRcribed?  I  think  be 
would  not.  I'he  Legislature  might  repeal  the  act  of 
that  convention  to-morrowi  and  if  the  question  came  to 
ft  judicial  inveslipttion,  hov  would  that  gentletmn  plead 
the  powen  of  that  convention*  Suppose  the  territory 
thould  be  disputed,  and  the  courts  of  Michigan  under- 
take to  try  an  officer  of  the  Slate  of  Ohio.  He  justifies 
undor  this  convention,  and  we  take  ground  that  it  had 
no  power  to  act.  H')w,  1  ask,  wouM  a  court  of  justice 
decide?  Will  any  gentleman  tay  that  the  court  in  Michi- 
gan wouM  conriuer  itaelf  aa  bound  b^  auch  an  act?  I 
am  greatly  mistaken  if  there  ia  any  judge  in  the  land 
Tbo  would  not  hoot  at  it.  The  SUte,  to  be  sure,  may 
acquiesce  in  it.  That  is  possihiet  but  we  have  no  guar- 
antee of  it.  And  if  not,  your  act  will  be  laughed  to  scorn- 
Sir*  it  does  sliike  me  that  this  wholesale  violation  of 
charter*— this  wholesale  nullification — goes  infinitely  be- 
yond what  we  in  the  South  ever  thoupht  of.  We  never 
applied  the  doctrine  of  nullification  to  the  act  of  any 
I^g'dature  witliin  its  own  bounds}  but  the  sweeping 
nullificatiqn  of  the  chi^rman  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee goes  to  the  breaking  down  of  all  State  powers  and 
constitutions.  Tliis  is  nullification  by  Codgress;  it  is 
nullification  with  a  vengesnce,  und^r  the  patronage  of 
the  Congress  nf  the  United  States.  It  is  very  danfferous. 
We  in  the  South  went  on  the  ground  that  the  (iener.il 
Government  had  transcended  its  powers",  and  that,  so 
far,  its  acts  were  not  binding}  and  our  position  was  vin- 
dicated hero,  upon  this  floor,  in  1833,  with  unanswered 
and  unanswerable  rrasoningi  and  thtise  who  remember 
that  affair  may  take  occasion  to  sneer,  but  will  never 
venture  upon  the  argument  aguin.  Whatever  was  our 
doctrine  or  purposes,  we  came  boldly  out,  and  risked 
our  property  aid  life  on  the  issue.    We  did  not  palter 

'with  public  faiih,  upon  flimsy  subtleties,  or  stifle  the 
roice  of  honesty  by  a  pettiftia^ng  technicaltly. 

I  Inist  there  are  interests  m  South  Carolina  which  will 
always  save  her  from  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  soph- 
isms and  aubterfiiges  to  vindicate  an  equivucal  hones- 
ty, or  to  hide  herself  in  misty  generalities  while  she 
violates  her  charter. 

The  honorable  Senator  (ells  us  that  th»  principles  re- 
cently avowed  by  leading  men  of  his  party  in  Pennsylva- 
nia have  been  misundentood.  I  am  glad  to  hear  it; 
for,  as  I  and  the  public  have  understood  tliose  principk-s, 
they  are  utterly  revolting  and  abhorrent  to  my  nature.  I 
do  not  desire  for  one  monnent  to  live  under  a  Gt>vernment 
where  such  doctrines  prevail — doctrines  which  go  lo  dis- 
•olve  the  bond  of  society.  I  know,  indeed,  that  extreme 
glosses  are  sometimes  put  on  the  language  of  men  in 
parly  times,  but,  as  I  understand,  that  celebrated  letter 
H  a  call  upon  pauperism  to  enlist  against  property,  to 
violate  contracl«»  to  strike  first  at  bank  charters  and  then 
at  Und  charters,  until  nothing  safe  is  left  in  the  commu- 
nity. It  ia  said  that  the  will  of  the  people,  as  (hat  will  is 
aacer'ained  by  the  great  high-prieata  who  minister  con- 
tinually in  the  presence  of  power,  ia  to  supersede  every 
thing:  cofpotvtlons,  bank  charters,  acts  of  a  State  I^gis- 
'latare.  State  constitutions— all,  all  are  to  go  by  the  board. 
Sir,.l  start  bsck  in  horror  from  such  doctrine  and  its 

.  abetters.  But  1  will  not  longer  detain  the  Senate.  I 
have  stated  my  objections  lo  the  preamble  of  this  bill; 
let  these  be  taken  out  of  the  way,  and  I  am  ready  to  ad- 
mit Michigan  to-morrow.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  her  lake 
her  place  amongst  the  confederate  States,  and  it  will  be 
a  personal  gratification  to  me  to  be  officially  ssviciated 
with  (he  worthy  gentlemen  who  are  waiting  lotake  their 

'  teals  as  her  Senators. 

Mr.  STRANGE  said  he  was  greatly  flattered  in  having 
the  fev  hasty  and  desultory  remarks  he  had  let  bll  the 


other  day  mide  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  [  Mr.  PaisTos]  so  large  a  portion  of  the  text  of 
the  very  fervid  and  eloquent  address  he  bad  just  defiver- 
ed.  He  had  been  so  agreeably  entertained  as  to  be  un- 
willing to  interrupt  him,  even  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing 
himself  from  misapprehensionj  but  he  now  rose  mainly 
For  that  purpose.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
[  Mr.  PaisTOv]  has  represented  <ne  as  siying  that  a  con- 
vention was  an  undefined  something,  rising,  like  a  mist, 
from  (be  po,')ular  mau,  scarcely  perceptible,  but  very 

Jowerful.  What  I  meant  to  say,  sir,  and  what  I  think  I 
id  aay,  was  that  there  was  no  mode  pointed  out,  either 
by  the  common  law  or  by  statute,  by  which  a  convention 
wu  to  be  assembled  I  and  1  distinctly  stated  (hat  a  con- 
vention was  an  assemblage  of  the  people  of  any  commu- 
nity, either  in  person  nr  by  their  agents  or  rcpresenu- 
tives;  and  when  so  assembled  its  powers  were  vart,  and, 
in  a  state  of  nature,  unlimited.  l*lie  Senator  has  asked, 
when  Congress  has  called  together  a  convention,  who  is 
lo  control  it  I  and,  in  so  doing,  has  plainly  misapprehend- 
ed me  in  another  particular.  I  have  never  said  that 
Congress  has  the  power  to  convoke  a  convention  in 
Michigan,  or  in  any  other  State,  or  any  where  clae,  ex- 
cept in  the  cases  specially  provided  for  in  the  fifth  article 
of  the  constitution!  and  am,  therefore,  not  called  upon  to 
answer  the  Senator'^t  question.  I  do  not  conceive  (he 
convention  held  in  Michigan  to  have  been  in  obedience 
to  an  act  of  Congresf,  or  that  it  was  called  by  Congress. 
In  this  matier  I  accord  fully  with  (he  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, £Ur.  BvcBAHAK,]  that  the  act  of  last  sesiion 
was  a  mera  offer  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  the  people 
of  Michigan,  which  they  might  eitlter  accede  to  or  re- 
ject, at  their  pleasure.  Congress,  in  effeet,  says  to  the 
people  of  Michigan,  we  will  create  you  a  State  of  the 
Union  upon  certain  conditions,  which  conditions  are, 
that  you  shall  meet  in  convention,  anil  assent  to  certain 
territorial  limits,  which  we  have  prescribed  as  (hose 
within  which  we  are  willing  to  create  a  State.-  The  peo- 
ple of  Michigan  mny  cither  meet  in  convention,  or  de- 
cline it,  at  their  pleasurei  and  being  so  met,  they  may 
either  agree  to  the  boumhtries  proposed,  or  refuse  themi 
and  the  only  consequences  are,  that  in  the  one  case  they 
accept  the  terms  offered  them  by  Congress,  and  become 
a  State,  and  in  the  other  rejrct  them,  and  remain  a 
Territory,  as  they  were  before.  The  only  question, 
therefore,  which  we  have  now  lo  decide  is,  has  Michigan 
accepted  the  terms  proposed,  or  not?  Objections  are 
raised  to  the  authority  of  Congress  to  enter  into  bargains 
or  contracts  with  any  Slate  in  this  Union;  but  that  ob- 
jection proceeds  upon  the  assynption  of  the  fact  that 
Michigan  is  now  a  Stale — the  very  point  upon  which  the 
Senator  from  South  Carvlina  and  myself  are  at  issue.  I 
have  denied,  and  do  atill  deny,  that  Michigan  is  a  State; 
and  insist  upon  it  that  the  very  procen  is  now  gwng  on 
to  make  her  so,  or  rather  to  ascertun  whether  she  is  so 
or  not.  In  my  remark*!  the  other  day,  I  did  not  speak  of 
any  claim  for  Mtchigan  to  be  a  State  by -reason  of  the 
ordinance  of  1784,  decUring  that  the  portions  of  country 
situated  in  the  Northwestern  territory  should  become 
States  upon  attaining  a  certain  amount  of  populutioni  nor 
ia  it  neceasary  for  me  to  remark  upon  thai  ordinance  now, 
for  1  perceive  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  dues 
not  base  his  argument  that  she  is  a  State  upon  that  ordi- 
nance.  On  the  cuntiary,  he  distinctly  admits  that  in  Jami- 
ity  last  she  was  not  a  State,  but  became  so  by  the  action 
of^Cungress  in  June. 

Now,  air,  I  deny  that  an~)|,  thing  look  place  in  June  to 
give  to  Michigan  a  different  character  from  that  which 
she  bore  in  J  tnuary,  except  that  the  act  passed  in  J-ine 
placed  it  in  the  power  of  llie  people  of  Michigan,  by 
iheir  own  action,  fto  wit:  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
act  of  June,)  to  change  their  own  character,  and  paaa 
from  territorial  exisicnce  to  that  tif^  Siate^iBut  it  is 
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Midtliat  Conpvn,  in  that  act,  aneaka  of  her  as  a  State, 
and  accepts  ber  coratitution.   1  tnaiat  that  that  act  of 

Confess  ia  altogether  conditional,  and  must  bealtc^ether 
inoperative  to  give  her  existence  ai  a  State,  without  at  the 
same  time  receivingher  into  the  Union.  The  only  authority 
claimed,  or  ever  exerciied  by  Congrega,  or,  at  any  rate, 
the  only  one  she  can  lawfully  claim  or  exercise,  is  derived 
IVom  the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  constitution. 
Even  under  this  clause,  the  power  of  creating  States  is  only 
implied  as  incidental  to  the  power  of  admiuion,  and  tbein- 
dependenlpower  ofcrealionis  nowhere  tobe  bund.  Un- 
der it,  the  incident  merely  accompanies  the  principal, 
and  they  must  both  constitute  one  entire  act.  But  this 
construction  is  objected  to,  upon  the  ground  that  it  would 
place  the  Senators  and  Represenlative  from  Michigan  in 
a  very  awkward  situation.  I  f-hould  be  exceedingly  sorry 
if  this  consequence  should  follow)  but  while  I  stand  here 
in  part  representing  a  sovereign  Stale,  I  must  fear- 
lessly perform  my  duty,  and  asiert  that  which  I  believe 
tobe  true,  without  reference  to  whom  it  may  serve  or 
whom  it  may  disoblige,  and  must  therefore  continue  to 
insist  tliat  Congress  has  no  power  to  create  a  State  for 
»ny  other  purpose  than  reception  into  the  Union;  and, 
therefore,  if  Michigan  is  not  already  in  the  Union,  she  is 
not  a  State.  Something  like  an  argumenlum  ad  hominem 
has  been  addressed  to  me  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  a  State  may 
exist,  and  yet  not  be  a  member  of  the  Union.  He  re- 
fers to  a  period  when,  after  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
constitution  by  all  the  other  Statesexcept herself.  North 
Carolina  had  still  an  existence  as  a  State,  though  not 
wiihifl  the  Union.  I  humbly  conceive  the  argument  is 
£allkciuus.  North  Carolina  was  not  formed  from  any 
territory  belonging  to  the  Union,  which  never  bad  prop- 
erty io  ber  soil,  nor  held  over  her  any  clwm  whatsoever. 
She  was  a  free,  soveieign,  and  indept-ndent  State,  own- 
Ii^  no  superior,  and  acknowledging  no  control  but  that 
of  her  own  will.  She  had,  in  common  with  her  sister 
States,  thrown  off  the  shackles  of  despntism,  and  had  a 
right,  in  common  with  them,  to  seek  her  own  interest 
and  happiness,  according  to  her  own  choice.  Wiih  her* 
self,  tnerefure*  was  the  decision^  whether  she  would 
■eek  them  alone  or  in  federative  union  with  the  other 
States.  Not  so  with  Michigan;  she  belonged  in  territory 
to  the  Union,  and  her  citizens  owed  it  allegiance;  the 
one  could  never  be  transferred,  or  the  other  dissolved, 
but  by  actual  furce  sulEcient  to  maintain  the  new  State 
against  the  power  of  the  Union,  or  the  consent  of  Con- 
greas  conatitutionally  given.  The  former  is  not  pretend- 
ed, and  the  latter  I  deny  has  been  shown  to  have  been 

Sroperly  expressed.  So  that  the  cases  of  Wchigan  and 
orlh  Carolina  are  altogether  disaimitar;  and  the  acci. 
denta  of  (he  one  can  never  be  used  to  illustrate  those  of 
the  other.  As  I  said  yesterday,  Michigan  is  not  a  Siate 
until  she  complies  with  tlie  terms  imposed  at  the  last 
aession,  and  the  question  is  whether  she  has  done  so.  i 
have  already  stated  what  I  conceived  to  be  a  convention, 
10  far  as  Michigan,  at  least,  is  concerned}  and  can  there 
be  a  doobt  that  the  Ann  A'bor  convention  is  such  an 
one* 

Gentlemen  inquire  what  we  would  have  said  if  the 
fir^t  conveitlion  called  by  the  Legislature  had  ratified  the 
proposal  of  Congress.  Would  we  have  cunsidered  it 
valid^  1  answer,  valid,  most  unquestiunahly.  We  say  it  is 
totally  inmaterial  how  the  convention  is  convened,  so  it  is 
•  convention.  The  convention  de  facto  ia  Ute  one  which 
we  are  to  eonaider,  without  inquiring  into  its  authority, 
inst  as  we  treat  with  the  GovernmeniB  of  foreign  nations. 
In  this  latter  case,  we  do  nut  ask  how  the  Government  is 
eoostituted,  or  by  wtiat  authority  it  was  formed.  Our 
only  inquiry  is,  is  it,  in  point  of  fact,  the  existing  Gov- 
ernment^ And  an,  aluo,  of  past  acta  of  the  Government. 
The  inqairy  is,  wjs  it  at  the  time  it  acted  in  the  posses- 


lion  of  the  sorerrign  power?  and  if  so,  its  acts  are  valid* 
without  any  reference  to  the  means  by  which  that  pow- 
erwas acquired.  So  with  theconvention.  Haditanactual 
anrcslated  existence  as  the  convention  of  the  people?  and 
if  so,  it  pouessed  all  the  powers  incident  to  a  territorial 
convention.  It  is  true,  if  Congress  had  in  her  act  pre- 
scribed the  mode  in  which  the  convention  should  have 
been  convoked,  no  other  convention  but  one  called  in 
that  mode  would  have  been  a  fulfilment  of  the  act,  or  % 
compliance  with  its  conditinns.  But,  as  Congress  did 
not  prescribe  such  mode,  the  people  of  Michigan  were 
led  to  the  broadest  latitude;  and  if  the  first  convention 
had  yielded  the  assent  required,  all  would  Bhve  been 
well.  But  there  weretwo  conventions;  and  we  are  asked 
which  wav  the  voice  of  the  people?  I  answer,  both.  The 
one  spoke  the  voice  of  the  people  at  one  time,  and  the 
other  at  another)  and  the  last  is  to  he  taken  as  the  con- 
tinuing voice  of  the  people  until  they  speak  again.  It 
is  CO  with  individuals.  If  a  gentleman  ofTera  to  sell  me  a 
horse,  and  1  refuse  to 'take  him,  that  is  my  voice  then; 
but  1  may  return  the  next  day  and  agree  to  take  hitr,  and 
that  is  my  voice  then;  but  the  last  voice  closes  contract, 
and  there  is  ttie  end  uf  the  matter.  Sowilh  Michigan.  An 
offeria  made  her;  she  refuses  to  accept  it;  that  is  her  voice 
then:  but  another  day  ahe  says  {  will  accept  it{  that  is  her 
voice  then,  and  the  compact  is  ratified.  But  the  Senator 
asks,  can  Congress  call  a  convention  in  South  Carolina  *  I 
believe  I  have  already  answered  this  question ;  but  I  will  do 
it  again,  i  say  she  cannot,  and  I  deny  that  she  has  done 
so  in  Michigan.  I(  is,  therefure,  unnecessary  to  review 
the  picture  of  horrors  which  the  gentleman  has  so  elo- 
quently portrayed  as  likely  to  ensue  from  such  an  act. 
But  the  course  of  Hich'^n  ii  aaid  to  be  revolutionar)^. 
unless  abe  be  a  State.  Tliis  miglit  have  been  so  if  Michi* 
gan  had  acted  without  reference  to  the  authority  of  the 
United  States — if  she  had  claimed  the  right  of  fonning 
her  constitution,  and  exercising  other  rights  of  sovereign- 
ty, without  reference  to  the  ratification  of  her  acts  by 
Congress.  But  this  she  has  not  done,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  now  seeking  that  very  ratification  at  your  hands, 
without  furstnomentintimatlngadesire  of  separation  from 
you,  or  claiming  an  existence  unsanctioned  b^yourconsti- 
tulion.  But  it  has  been  contended  that  Michif^n,  if  a 
State,  by  holding  this  convention,  has  been  guilty  of  a 
revolutionary  movement,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  called 
by  t)ie  proper  authority,  in  reply,  1  say  that  1  havt^  not 
only  deni-'d,  but,  as  I  think,  shown  that  Michigan  is  not  a 
State;  hut  if  slie  were,  I  insist  that,  so  far  u  Congress  has 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  matter,  the  act  would  not  be 
revolutionary. 

Every  Slate  in  the  Union,  so  far  as  Congress  is  con- 
cerned, liasa  right  to  hold  conventions  according  to  their 
pleasure,  snd,  when  assembled  in  convention,  to  prostrate 
their  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  bodies  ond  put 
up  others  in  their  stead,  provided,  in  so  doing,  they  ad- 
here to  the  republican  form  of  government.  It  is  en- 
tirety a  domestic  matter,  with  which  the  other  States 
have  nothing  to  do.  In  thia  1  am,  aa  I  think,  fortified  by 
one  of  the  wisest  and  best  statesmen  who  has  ever 
adornel  our  country.  *■  The  authority,**  8»ya  Mr.  Madi- 
son, in  his  celebrated  report,  "  of  constitutions  over  Gov- 
ernments, and  of  the  sovereignly  of  the  people  over  consti- 
tutions, are  truths  which  are  at  all  times  neccaiary  lo  be 
kept  in  mind."  The  only  check  possessed  by  the  Cif  ner- 
al  Government  over  the  sovereigntyof  the  people  of  ,tlie 
several  Stales  must  be  found  in  the  constitution,  the 
charter  of  its  own  being.  In  the  charter  ttie  General 
Government  is  required  to  guaranty  to  each  State  a  re- 
publican furm  of  government,  and,  while  that  is  preserved, 
the  interference  of  the  General  Government  is  uncalled- 
for  atid  unauthorized.  She  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
matter. 

But  we  have  been  asked,  what  will  be  the  resuh,  if  We 
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make  thi»  conrention  the  lubjeet  of  judieitl  inquiry^ 
Tbe  question  is,  I  thinlE»  altogellier  premature.  The 
Talidity  of  th!i  convention  can  onljr  be  drawn  into  judi- 
cial inquiry  in  a  dispute  between  Michigan  and  a  neigh- 
boring State,  on  the  subject  of  boundtryt  and  to  put  that 
difficulty  at  rest  it  is  that  Congress  hu  herself  ineuirvd 
much  difficulty,  and  imposed  it  upon  others:  but  she 
cannot  settle  the  matter  judicially;  neither  can  she,  by 
My  legislation,  interpose  any  insurmountable  barrier  in 
the  way  of  litigation.  She  has  been  endeavoring  to 
induce  HicUlgan  to  estop  herself  From  setting  up  any 
claim  to  th%  disputed  territory.  If  she  has  succeeded, 
all  is  well;  and  if  she  haa  not,  matters  are  only  leA  as 
they  were.  If  Michigan  chooses  to  nuke  it  a  subject  of 
judicial  inquiry,  it  mutt  alwayi  be  in  her  power  to  do  so. 
We  may  legislate  as  exicndvely  and  with  as  much  com* 

Iilexity  as  we  please,  but  the  parties  afTceted  by  our 
egislation  will,  whenever  they  think  proper,  apply  to 
the  judicial  tribunals  to  decide  what  our  letpslation  lias 
•ecotnplished.  Congress  has  already  passed  a  law  pre- 
scribing the  limit*  of  the  litigant  Slates,  thus  expending; 
ftll  the  power  she  poascsses  on  the  tubjectt  but  the  em- 
ciency  of  this,  and  all  other  powers,  must  be  a  question 
forever  open  to  judicial  investigation.  We  can  pass  no 
gag-law  by  which  the  parties  interested  shall  be  forbid- 
den to  litigate  their  claims  before  lh«  courts  of  the  cotin- 
try.  But  that  a  convention  lias  been  holden,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  did  not  suppose  would  be  disputed.  [Mr. 
pKEsToif .  I  do  not  deny  it  at  all]  I  am  obliged  to  the 
SeoiUor  for  the  admission  { and  that  the  Ann  Arbor  meeting 
was  not  only  aeomention,  but  one  of  indisputable  validity, 
I  think  is  ret;  satisftctorily  shown  by  the  fact,  if  there 
were  no  other  in  the  case,  that  this  matter  has  been  agi- 
tated in  Michigan  in  the  newspapers,  in  fact  ever^  where, 
and  that  no  perssn  Is  found  in  this  city,  either  in  or  out 
of  Congress  lifting  up  his  voice  with  authority  to  deny 
the  validity  of  that  meeting — that  it  wss  properly  con- 
vened, and  that  its  acta  are  perfectly  legitimate. 

Mr.  UOURIS  withdrew  his  proportion  to  recommit 
tbe  bill  with  instruclion^  and  submitted,  as  an  amend- 
ment, a  Bubslituie  for  the  preamble. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  asked  for  ihe  yeu  and  nays  on  Mr 
Hoanis'a  amendment;  which  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Messrs.  CALHOUN  and  MORIIIS  addressed  tbe  Sen- 
ate in  favor  of  the  amendment  just  offered. 

Before  Mr.  Moanis  ounduded,  he  gave  way,  and 
Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  tbe  Senate  adjourn; 
which  qneslion  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  16, 
nays  16. 

Al^er  a  few  remarks  from  Mr-  MORRIS, 
Mr.  WALL  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn;  which 
motion  was  lost:  Yeas  19,  nays  19. 

YxAB  —Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Critten- 
den, Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio.  Kent,  King  of  Alabama, 
Knight,  Moore,  Horri^  Nicholas,  Niles,  freston.  South* 
ard,  Swift,  Wall,  White— 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Dans,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Page,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wright— 19. 

Alter  a  few  more  remarks  from  Mr.  MORRIS, 
Mr.  BWINO,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn; 
which  motion  was  carried:  Yeas  31,  naya  17 — as  fol- 
lows: 

YtAS— Meisrs.  Biyard,  Brown,  Calfaoun,  Clay,  Crit- 
tenden, l>avi^  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama, 
Knight,  Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Nichc^as,  Niles,  Preston, 
Southard,  Strange,  Swift,  W.ill.  While— 31. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Georgia,  Page, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Rtiggles,  Sevier,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Walker,  Wright— 17. 

So  the  Senate  adjourned. 


WxDITKSnAT,  jAVnASI  4. 

ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  to  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  Uie  admission  of  Michigan  into  tbe  Unioni  the 
questiwi  bnnr  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Monais  to  amend 
the  bill. 

After  Mr.  MORRIS  had  made  a  few  supplementary 
and  explanatory  remarks, 

Mr.  BAYARD  uid;  In  taking  part  in  the  present  dis- 
cussion, and  in  the  vote  which  he  should  feel  himself 
compelled  to  give  on  the  subject  now  under  considera- 
tion, he  was  actuated  by  no  feelings  of  ill  will  towards 
the  new  State  of  Michigant  on  the  contrary,  he  would 
cheerfully  extend  to  her  the  hand  of  fellow^ip,  and 
heartily  welcome  b«r  admisnon  into  this  great  confede- 
rasy.  But,  sir,  1  cannot  conscientiously  do  so  under  the 
circumstances  and  in  the  manner  that  is  proposed.  Nor, 
sir,  have  I  any  pride  of  opinion  to  maintain  in  the  course 
I  pursue,  as  I  had  not  the  honor  of  a  seat  here  when  the 
act  of  Congress  was  passed  which  is  the  remote  cause  of 
the  present  proceedings.  A  seat  in  this  body  tmposea 
the  duty  of  consulting  the  welfare  of  the  whole  Union, 
as  well  as  of  preserving  the  great  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution; and  I  feel,  sir,  that  1  am  influenced  by  no  other 
motive.  I  am  happy  to  find  that  one  of  those  little  mists 
which  might  have  obscured  the  subject  has  been  dissi- 
pated by  the  communication  which  hu  just  been  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  share  of  the 
surplus  revenue  to  which  Michigan  would  be  entitled  if 
new  a  State  of  the  Union  will  be  reserved  for  her,  unless 
its  distribution  should  be  offered  by  Congress.  If,  ^r. 
this  course  had  not  been  adopted  by  the  Secretary,  I 
should  have  cheerfully  and  promptly  given  my  support 
to  a  law  for  that  purpose.  It  is  agreed,  too,  on  all 
hand%  that  there  is  no  party  purpose  to  be  promoted  by 
our  present  action  on  the  subject,  and  that  we  are  Ihus 
at  liberty  to  exercise  a  ftir,  impartial,  unprejudiced 
judgment  in  its  decision. 

In  my  opinion,  sir,  the  present  bill  involves  a  mon- 
strous political  heresy,  and  gives  itasanction  by  impltcatloi^ 
toadoctrine  which  would  subvert  all  regular  government. 
It  is  true,  sir,  that  upon  its  face  there  is  nothing  excep- 
tionable, but  you  cannot  ntrip  it  of  its  contemporaneous 
facts,  you  cannot  blot  from  the  page  of  history  its  con- 
comitant circumstances.  The  message  of  the  president 
and  other  documenia  are  now  matters  of  record.  What, 
then,  Nr,  is  the  case  before  u%f  Not  a  single  insulated 
act,  but  a  matter  which,  in  the  web  of  human  afTiiirs,  tn« 
volvea  conseqnences  which  cannot  be  trammelled  up. 
The  efTect,  air,  of  to-day  becomes  Ihe  cause  of  to-mor- 
row, and  it  behooves  us  to  look  warily  to  the  principles 
which  we  establish.  The  case  is  simply  this:  the  people 
of  a  part  of  Michigan  Territory,  without  wailing  for  a 
previous  act  of  Congress  assigning  the  boundaries  of  their 
SUtc,  and  authorixing  the  formation  of  a  constitution  and 
State  Government,  undertook,  on  the  11th  May.  1835, 
to  form  aconstitution  and  State  Government,  and  applied 
for  admission  into  Ihe  Union  at  the  last  session.  Congress 
passed  an  act  on  the  15th  June,  1836,  accepting,  ratify- 
ing, and  confirming,  the  constitution  and  State  Govern- 
ment, but  provided,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  her  ad- 
mission, that  the  assent  of  a  convention  of  delegates, 
chosen  by  the  people,  should  be  given  to  the  boundaries 
prescribed  in  the  act .  I  say,  sir,  the  i>eople  of  a  part  of 
Michigan  Territory  undertook  to  do  this,  because,  at  that 
time,  Michigan  Territory  embraced  not  only  the  penin- 
sula of  Michigan,  but  the  whole  of  the  present  Territory 
of  Wisconsin,  and  contained  within  its  limits  177,000 
square  miles,  nr  nearly  three  times  the  area  of  the  great 
State  of  Virginia.  The  peninsula  of  Michigan,  which 
bad  previously  formed  a  part  of  Indiana  Territory,  was 
srpsrated  from  that  Terntory  and  eslablibhed  as  an  in- 
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dependent  one  by  the  act  of  Congren  of  tbe  llth  Jmhu- 
uy,  1805.  Subfequently  to  Ib'w  period,  Indnns  in  tb« 
me»o  time  having  been  formed  into  a  BUte,  an  act  of 
Gongren  wu  puaed,  (on  tbe  ISth  Aprils  1818,)  authori- 
zingtbc  formation  of  a  constitution  and  State  Government 
for  lllinoia,  and  tli*  7th  Motion  of  that  act  added  to  the 
(WDiiwula  of  If  iehigan  tbe  rest  of  tbe  Northweatcrn  Ter- 
ritcRT,  coaprisii^  tbe  preaent  Wisconain  Teriitory, 
wludi  it  declared  abould  be  attached  to,  and  made  part 
oi;  Micbtgan  Terrilof y,  aubject,  however,  to  be  ^qiosed 
of  by  Congreas  according  to  the  right  reaerred  in  tbe  5(h 
article  of  tbe  ordinance  of  July  13,  1787. 

When  the  immenae  territory  on  the  north  of  the  Ohio 
river,  formerly  called  tbe  Northwestern  Territory,  was 
ceded  to  ttie  United  Statca  by  Virginia,  the  5th  article  of 
the  ordinance  of  the  13th  July,  1787,  which  waa  declared 
to  be  a  compact  between  the  original  Statca  and  tbe 
people  and  Statea  of  the  aaid  Territory,  provided 
that  it  should  be  divided  into  not  less,  than  three  nor 
more  than  five  Slates,  and  proceeded 'to  parcel  it  out 
into  three  Statea,  whose  boundaries  it  fixed,  with  the  ex- 
prcsa  provision,  however,  that  those  boundaries  might 
be  altered,  and  that  Congress  should  have  the  sutherity 
to  form  one  or  two  States  in  that  part  of  the  territory 
whicb  lies  north  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through 
the  aoutherly  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan.  At 
firit,  this  whole  region  ef  country  pasied  under  one 
name,  that  of  "the  Territory  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,"and  wasaubject  to  asingle  Territorial  Government. 
In  tbe  year  1800,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  7th  May, 
it  was  divided  into  two  parts,  for  the  purpose  of  tempora- 
ry government,  by  »  line  beginning  at  tbe  Ohio,  and  oppo- 
nte  the  moath  of  tbe  Kentucky  river,  and  running  thence 
to  Fort  Recovery,  and  thence  north  until  it  intersected 
the  territorial  line  between  the  United  Stales  and  Cana- 
da. That  portion  of  it  which  lay  on  tlie  eastern  side  of 
the  division  line  retained  the  name  of  tbe  I'erritory 
northwest  of  tbe  river  Ohio,  and  that  on  the  western  aide 
of  the  line  waa  called  Indiana  Territory.  The  peninsula 
of  Michigan  was  thus  divided  between  these  two  Territo- 
rial Goveramenti.  When,  aubsequently,  in  the  year 
1803,  the  State  of  Ohio  waa,  by  the  act  of  Congrrsa  of 
the  30tb  April,  in  (hat  year,  authoriied  to  form  a  conali- 
tutloo  and  State  Government,  and  the  boundaries  of  that 
Statcwere  established,  the  balance  of  tbe  Territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  that  is  to  say,  the  other  portion 
of  the  peninsula  of  Michigan,  was  attached  to  Indiana 
Territory.  By  act  of  Congress  of  tbe  llth  January, 
1805,  this  Territory  of  Indiana  was  again  divided,  and 
tbe  peninaula  of  Michigan  eatabliahed  aa  a  separate  1'er- 
ritoty.  Prom  the  year  1805,  then,  antU  the  year  1818, 
the  Territorial  Government  of  Michigan  extended  only 
over  the  peninsula  of  that  name.  \Vhen,  however,  in 
the  hitter  year,  by  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  April,  II- 
liooia  waa  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
Government,  and  tbe  boundaries  of  that  Slate  were  es- 
tablished aa  they  had  been  of  (he  State  of  Indiana,  by  the 
aet  of  April  19,  1816,  tbe  remaining  portion  of  the  old 
Mortbwestern  Territory  was  added  to  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan,  and  tbe  whole  aubjected  toone  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment. Th'n  immense  region  of  country,  covering  an 
area  of  177,000  square  milea,  was  subject,  however,  by 
tbe  ezpreaa  provision  of  the  ordinance  of  the  13th  July, 
1787,  to  be  formed  by  tbe  authority  of  Congress  into  one 
or  two  States.  Such,  sir,  was  the  slate  of  things  when 
the  inbabitanta  of  tbe  peninauU  of  Michigan,  disregard- 
ing this  authority  of  CongreM,  undertook  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  Government  for  themselves.  The 
preamble  to  their  constitution  is  in  these  words:  "We, 
tbe  people  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  established 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  llth  of  January,  1805,  do 
agree,"  &c.|  which  description  embraced  only  the  in- 
tMbitants  of  the  peoinsula  of  Michigan,  which  had,  as  has 


been  slated,  in  the  firat  instance  been  made  a  separate 
Territory  by  that  act  of  Congress.  In  doing  so,  these 
people  professed  to  act  in  conftwrnity  with  the  ordinance 
of  July,  1787,  and  to  derive  tlinr  authority  from  that  or- 
dinaneei  whicb,  aa  h%s  been  seen,  expressly  reaerves  to 
Congress  tbe  right  to  form  one  or  two  States  in  tbe  I'er- 
ritory as  it  then  existed.  Aa  both  Congress  and  the  in- 
habitants of  tlist  peninsula  could  nut  have  the  same  right, 
it  IB  perfectly  clear  that  tbe  act  of  those  people  was  ud« 
warranted  by  any  proviaion  of  Uw,  and  a  mere  nullity. 
This  was  the  view  taken  of  the  subject  at  the  time  of 
their  application  to  Congress  at  the  last  session,  and 
hence,  sir,  the  resulution  of  the  S6th  of  January,  1836, 
referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr  Bu- 
CHAMAR,]  "that  the  Senate  regard  the  memorial  pur- 

fiorting  to  be  from  the  State  of  Michigan  in  no  other 
iglit  than  as  a  voluntary  act  of  private  individuals." 
But,  sir,  cunseat  takes  away  error,  and  Congress  thought 
proper,  at  a  aubsequent  period,  by  the  act  of  the  15ih 
June,  1836,  to  accept,  ratify,  and  confirm,  the  constitu- 
tion  and  Sl§te  Government  which  had  been  formed  by 
tbe  inhabitants  of  the  peninsula,  with  this  proviso,  how- 
ever, that  tbe  limits  of  the  State  should  embrace  not 
merely  the  peninsula,  but  likewise  a  region  of  country 
lying  on  tbe  northwest  of  Lake  Michigant  thus  adding  to 
the  proposed  new  State  both  territory  and  population, 
and  requiring,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  her  admission 
into  the  Union,  Uiat  the  assent  of  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates chosen  by  the  people  should  be  given  to  the  bound- 
aries prescribed  in  the  act.  The  simple  question,  then, 
would  seem  to  be  whether  this  condition  has  been  com- 
plied with.  Congress,  not  doubting  but  that  such  as- 
sent would  be  cheerfully  and  promptly  given,  further 
provided  that,  aa  aoon  as  auch  assent  should  be  given, 
the  Preridcnt  should  announce  the  fact  by  proclamation, 
and  *'tluit,  thereupon,  and  without  any  further  proceed- 
ing on  the  part  of  Congress,  the  admission  of  the  said 
State  into  the  Union,  as  one  of  the  United  Slstes  of  Amer- 
ica, on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Statea  In  all 
respects  whatever,  shall  be  consiilered  completr,  and  (he 
Senators  and  Representatives  who  have  been  elected  by 
the  said  State,  as  its  reprMcntalives  in  the  Congreaa  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  take  their  seats  in 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Hepresentatives,  re^ectively, 
without  further  delay." 

It  is  thus  seen,  sir,  that  not  only  the  fact  of  assent  is 
provided  for,  but  also  the  evidence  by  which  tl)at  fact 
is  to  be  established.  It  is'  clesr  that  the  President  is 
made  the  judge  of  that  fact,  and  that  he  might  have 
bnund  (he  United  States  at  least  by  his  procUmatkin. 
We  could  not  have  controverted  the  fact,  and  the  Sen- 
ators from  Michigan  might  have  taken  their  seats  on  this 
floor.  But,  air,  although  the  President  might  have  as- 
sumed this  responsibility,  he  has,  at  least  in  (his  instance, 
wisely  abstained  from  trampling  on  the  law  and  consti- 
tution. I  cannot  see  how  it  was  possible  for  him,  under 
the  ciicumslances  of  this  case,  to  luve  declared  that  a 
convention  of  delegates,  chosen  by  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan, bad  given  ila  assefl  to  tbe  boundaries  prescribed 
by  the  act  of  Congress.  Whatever  may  have  been  his 
motive  for  this  course,  no  proclamation  has  been  issued, 
but  (he  whole  matter  is  referred  to  Congress  by  his 
message  of  the  27th  of  December,  1836.  By  that  mes- 
sage and  the  accompanying  documents  it  appears  that 
a  convention  of  delegates  assembled  on  the  26ih  of  Sep- 
tember, 1836,  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  conformity  with  an  act 
of  the  Legialature  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  passed  on 
the  ^ih  of  July,  1836,  and  resolved  '*  that  this  conven- 
tion cannot  give  their  assent  to  the  proposition  contained 
in  aaid  promot  but  the  same  is  hereby  rejected.'*  By 
the  same  message  and  documents,  it  further  appears 
that  another  convention  of  delegates  assembled  on  the 
I  14tb  of  December,  1836,  at  Aqp  Arbor,  without  any 
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Crevioiu  Uw  of  the  Legislklure  of  the  Stale  uf  Michigan, 
ut  which  originated  from  the  rcBulutiona  and  proceed- 
ings of  primary  meelines  of  tbe  citizens  in  the  several 
counttei,  which  usumeu  to  be  a  convention  of  delegate! 
choien  by  the  people  in  compfiance  with  the  Hct  of 
Congresit,  find  tliia  convention  fi^ve  its  assent  to  the  con- 
dition. As  the  case  atanda,  the  simple  question  is, 
whether  tlie  condition  has  been  complied  with;  or,  in 
other  words,  has  a  convention  of  delefjates,  chosen  by 
the  people,  given  its  assent^  The  act  which  we  have 
now  under  consideration,  in  its  preamble,  declares  that 
siich  assent  has  been  given  in  compliance  with  the  law. 

It  may  be  here  remarked  that  the  matter  now  under 
eoLSKleratioi)  does  not  involve  the  tjuestion  of  the  right 
of  Congress  to  impose  such  a  condition.  The  bill  which 
we  Rre  now  to  pass  upon  snpposea  that  right  to  exist,  is 
based  upon  it,  and  declares  that  the  condition  has  been 
complied  with.  1  have  not  a  dotibt  myself,  sir,  as  to 
the  right.  Rul,  sir,  as  to  the  fact,  is  it  true  that  a  con- 
vention of  delegates,  chosen  by  the  people,  has  given  its 
assent?  As  no  proclamation  has  been  made,  which  was 
the  evidence  conlemplaled  by  the  act,  aftd  by  which  we 
should  have  been  bound,  we  must  now  loolc  Into  the 
w'to!e  case;  we  must  examine  the  evidence  of  (he  fitcto,  sb 
iurnished  in  the  message  and  documents.  Whut,  then, 
is  the  evidence  Iwd  be^re  us?  Isl.  The  proceedings  of 
tbe  convention  held  on  the  Sfith  of  September,  1636,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  under  the  suthority  of  the  law  passed  by  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  on  the  25th  of  Ju- 
ly, 1836.  3d.  The  proceedings  of  tbe  convention  held 
on  the  14lli  of  December,  18^6,  without  any  previous  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  uf  Michigsn,  but  conven- 
ed by  virtue  of  the  rtsolulions  and  proceedings  of  pri- 
mary meetings  of  the  citizens 'n  the  several  coui'ties.  The 
first-mentioned  convention  positively  refuses  its  absent, 
llie  second  convention  gives  that  aisent.  If  tlie  nutter 
stood  alune  upon  the  acts  of  the  second  convention, 
stripped  of  its  concomitant  history  and  circumslances, 
and  we  were  called  upon  simply  to  give  credit  to  the 
proceedings  of  Ihut  convention,  on  the  faith  uf  its  assu- 
med character,  and  the  attestation  uf  its  preitident  Aid  sec- 
retaries, we  might,  sir,  be  content  with  the  evidence, 
and  loolc  no  further  into  its  chnracter  and  authority.  ' 
And  tlii«,  sir,  1  take  it,  is  the  position  osMimed  by  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Hr.  Strahob.]  But,  sir, 
auch  is  not  the  casei  we  cannot  tbut  our  eyes  to  the  fact 
utated  in  the  letter  of  the  president  of  the  convention, 
{Mr.  Williams,)  accompanying  its  proceedings  and  sta- 
ted, also,  in  the  mei>8age  ot  the  President  of  the  United 
Statex,  :n  which  this  matter  is  referred  to  u%  and  which 
are  now  both  part  of  the  records  of  this  transaction,  that 
the  cunveiiliun  was  assembled  without  authority  of  any 
previous  law  of  the  Stale  of  Hichigari,  but  originated  in 
primary  meetifgs  ofcil'zens  in  the  several  coiinlies. 

Are  we.  Iben,  Hir,  prepared  to  say  that  here  has  been  a 
compliance  with  (he  act  uf  Conj^ress,  aa  is  affirmed  in 
the  preamhle  of  this  act?  What  did  (jongress  mean  by 
a  convention  of  delegates  chosen  by  the  people?  D'd 
they  mean  an  idle  ccremt^,  or  did  they  mean  a  con- 
vention which  could  bind  llie  people  of  Michigan;  or,  in 
other  word*,  a  convention  which  shoidd  possess  the  sov- 
ereign power  of  the  State  when  assembled?  If  such  is 
their  meaning,  can  it  be  pretended  that  this  convfeution, 
assembled  under  the  authority  of  voluntary  mer tings  uf 
'eit'xens  \n  difTcrtnt  countieo,  is  possessed  of  the  sover- 
eign authority  of  the  Slate?  And  yet,  sir,  if  you  pass 
this  bill,  with  or  without  its  preumble,  you  do  virtually 
declare  that  this  proposition  is  true.  You  declare,  sir, 
fur  you  cannot  get  rid  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  of 
the  transaction,  that  voluntary  meetings  of  citizens  in 
dlfTerent  counties  of  a  Slate,  in  a  time  orprofuund  peace, 
and  as  a  me.isure  of  regular  government,  mny  call  a  cm- 
veutloD,  which  shall  possess  the  Mivcreign  power  uf  the 


State,  and  may,  therefore,  alter  or  abolish  the  existing 
Government.  The  proposition  is  too  monstrous  to  be 
tolerated  for  a  moment.  If  the  people  uf  Michigan 
were  in  a  slate  of  nature,  lege  mAi(im,  without  any  social 
institutions  whatever,  and  had  assembled  as  i  body  lo 
some  grand  camput  martiaa,  those  who  were  present 
could  have  bound  only  themselves,  vnce  there  would  b« 
wanting  the  assen',  either  express  or  implied,  of  tliose 
who  were  absent,  and  which  assent  is  the  sole  foundation 
of  Bulhoriiy  in  a  republican  Government. 

But  such,  even,  was  not  their  case;  a  constitution  and 
form  of  government  had  been  adopted  by  them  on  the 
11th  of  May,  1835,  which  was  accepted,  ratified,  and 
confirmed,  by  tbe  act  of  Congress  of  June  15,  1836,  and 
which  was  in  existence  and  active  operation  at  the  lime 
of  this  pretended  convention.  The  very  end  of  govern- 
ment is  the  protection  of  the  weak  against  the  strong,  of 
the  guileless  against  the  crafty;  and  no  portion  of  tha 
people  have  a  right  to  bind  the  rest  of  Ihe  communily, 
bttf  in  the  mode  provided  in  tbe  constitution,  which  it 
the  compact  of  their  association,  the  compact  which  ev- 
ery man  enters  into  with  every  other  man,  and  which  is, 
for  that  reason,  the  source  and  measure  of  the  authority 
of  the  Government  organized  by  it. 

Upon  any  question  affecting  (be  general  interest,  and 
which  fails  within  the  scope  of  the  legislative  power, 
that  power  alone  is  the  true  exponent  of  the  public  will. 
The  term  people  embraces  every  imlividual  in  the  com- 
munity,  or,  in  a  more  confined  and  political  sense,  er- 
cry  individual  who  enjoys  Ihe  franchise  uf  a  vole,  and  is 
not  to  be  confined  to  a  few  busy  demagogueir,  who  af^ 
feet  to  imbody  in  themselves  Ihe  msjcsly  and  authority 
uf  the  people;  while  the  compact,  which  each  man  has 
entered  into  with  every  other  in  adopting  a  contititntion 
which  vests  the  legislative  power  in  a  particular  body,  is, 
that  the  Legislature  shall  be  the  exponents  of  the  pub- 
lic will  in  all  caKt  not  proliibited  by  the  constitution. 
This  results  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  and  is  tms 
of  every  spccits  of  government.  Where  the  people  have 
themselves  formed  the  constitution,  it  is  they  who  have 
declared,  in  such  a  case,  that  they  will  nut  collectively, 
nor  in  any  portions  of  society,  great  or  small,  attempt  to 
exercise  legisla'ive  power  in  any  other  mode.  The  ques- 
tion then  arises,  whether  there  existed  in  Michigan  a  Gov- 
ernment, possessing  legthlative  power  urdera  constitution 
.  formed  by  themselves,  and  whether  that  legisUtive  power 
was  competent  to  call  a  convention.  Her  condition  was 
the  SHme  atttrr  the  act  of  June  15,  1836,  as  if  she  had  been 
authorized  in  the  first  instance  to  form  a  constitution  and 
S'ate  Government,  and  had  done  so  in  coDfurmity  with 
such  previous  authority,  but  which  had  provided  that 
her  admission  into  ihe  Union  should  deperd  on  the  per- 
formance of  some  condition  precedent.  In  this  state  of 
things  there  was  nothing  unusual  or  unknown  to  our  in- 
stitutions and  practice.  The  State  of  Indiana  was  autho- 
rized, by  act  of  Cungrcu  of  April  19, 1816,  to  forma  con- 
stitution and  State  Government,  ani]  wss  not  admitted  in- 
to the  Union  until  the  11th  day  of  December  following. 
Illinois  was,  in  like  manner,  authorized  by  act  of  Con- 
gress of  tbe  18th  of  April,  1B18,  and  was  not  admitted  in- 
to the  Union  until  the  3d  of  December  folluwing.  Hii- 
sissippi  was  authorized  by  act  of  March  I,  ISir,  and  ad- 
millf  d  on  the  lOlh  of  December  following.  In  these  dif- 
feient  inbtsnces,  the  State  Governments  were  organized 
and  in  active  operation  before  (he  udmission  of  the  re- 
spective Stales;  they  passed  luw*,  and  elected  their  re- 
spective Seoatoisand  Representatives.  lti^thfrefore,n 
proposition  which  is  undeniable,  that  a  people  may  have  a 
State  Government  before  admisrion  into  the  Unitm.  This 
circumstance  explains  the  reason  why  Congress  made  no 
provision  as  to  the  mode  In  which  a  convention  should 
t)e  convened,  in  order  to  five  the  required  assent.  It 
was  because  there  existed  in  Michigan  a  Slate  Gorern- 
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ment,  Mscepted,  ntified,  tnd  eonfirmedt  bj  the  veiy  u:t 
whidi  required  the  iBient  of  a  convention,  which  wm 
competent  to  ctll  on? ,  snd  settle  the  time  and  place  of 
its  Bssemblin^,  and  the  deUils  of  its  election.  But  it  is 
uid  that  the  Legutature  had,  by  the  constitution  of  the 
State,  no  power  to  call  raeb  a  convention,  because  the 
purpose  of  luch  convention  was  to  alt$r  the  boundaries 
of  the  State  as  eitabiished  by  the  constilutton,  and  that 
imtniment  had  provided  a  different  mode  of  proceeding 
in  catet  <^  amendment  or  alteration.  This  objection 
assumea  it  to  be  true  that  the  boandariea  of  the  State 
were  settled  by  the  constitution,  which,  in  point  of  fact, 
is  not  so.  There  is  no  reference,  either  express  or  im- 
plied, to  the  boundaries  of  the  State,  in  any  part  of  the 
instrument,  except  the  preamble,  which  is  in  these 
words:  "  We,  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Michi(^n, 
tt  established  by  the  act  ofConKFesa  of  the  11th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1805,  be,  do,  by  our  delegates  io  conventioi}^ 
assembled,  mutually  aj^ee  to  form  ourselves  into  a  free' 
and  independent  State,  by  the  style  and  title  of  the 
Slate  of  Michigan,  and  do  ordain  and  establish  the  fol- 
kiwtng  constitutioB  for  the  government  of  the  same." 

It  must  be  recollected  that,  at  the  time  of  forming  this 
constitution,  the  Territory  of  Michigan  was  composed,  as 
I  have  stated*  of  the  whole  of  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory^  embraoing  the  plvaent 
State  of  Michigan  and  the  Wiaconrin  Territory,  and 
covering  an  area  of  177,000  square  milest  that  the  penin- 
sula of  Michigan  had  been  subjected  to  a  separate  Terri. 
torial  Govern^nent  by  the  act  of  the  11th  January,  1805, 
and  had  so  continued  up  to  the  year  1818,  when,  on  the 
creation  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  the  baUnce  of  the  North-* 
weatern  Territory  had  been  incorporated  with  it.  The 
people  of  the  peninsula  of  Michigan  wishing  to  form 
themselves  into  a  State,  instead  of  describing  themselves 
■s  inhabitants  of  the  peninsula,  in  terms  adopted  an 
eqiuvalent  form  of  expression,  namely:  "We,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  established  by  the 
act  of  the  llth  Jatniiary,  1805/'  which  was  precisely  the 
peninsula  of  Michigan. 

This  ia  nothing  more  than  a  description  of  (he  people 
who  proposed  to  form  themselves  into  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent State,  as  contradistinguished  from  the  other 
inhabiunts  of  the  then  existing  Territory  of  Michigan. 
It  is  the  natural  and  proper  mi^e  of  describing  a  people 
or  nation,  namely,  by  the  place  or  country  of  their  resi- 
dence; but  it  does  not  import  any  limitalion  of  bounda- 
ries, any  more  than  the  phrase  **  We,  the  people  of  the 
irnited  States,"  in  ibe  preamble  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  limits  the  boundaries  of  the  United 
States  to  those  which  existed  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
ifit  were  otherwise,  how  came  we  at  this  moment  to 
ponesB  the  immense  region  on  the  western  side  of  the 
MissisiSppi,  or  how  came  we  to  possess  Florida?  _  It  is 
very  unusual  and  unnecessary  to  settle  boundaries  in  the 
constitution,  and  I  question  whether  there  are  more  than 
half  a  dozen  cases  to  be  found  among  the  different  States 
of  this  Union,  tn  the  cases  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  llli- 
Dois,  it  became  necessary  to  do  so,  because  the  act  of 
Cof^ress  which  authorised  the  formation  of  their  re- 
spective conslltations  required  that  it  should  be  done. 

The  word  Slate  has  a  double  meaning:  in  the  one  it 
indicates  the  people  who  compose  the  community,  in  the 
other  the  territoi^  inhabited  by  them.  In  forming  a  con- 
stitution it  is  the  people  who  form  ttiemselves  into  a 
sovereign  Slate,  and  their  identity  would  be  the  same, 
whether  they  continued  to  uccupy  the  same  territory  or 
not.  He  reference,  by  way  of  description,  to  the  re- 
gion of  country  they  inhabit,  is  no  more  of  the  essence 
of  the  compact  than  a  description  of  an  individual  in  a 
deed,  as  A  B,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  would  be  of 
the  essence  of  his  contract,  requiring  that  he  should,  in 
all  time  to  come,  reside  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
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order  to  avail  himself  of  its  provisions.  Bat,  sir,  there 
is  another  and  a  conclusive  answer  to  this  objeeiiont 
which  is,  that  the  inhabitants  not  having  possessed  the 
right  at  all,  in  the  first  instance,  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  Government,  the  same  is  binding  and  valid 
only  so  f<ir  as  it  was  ralifled  by  the  act  of  Congress  of 
June  15,  lB36t  and  that  act  haviiig  refused  to  confine 
the  new  State  to  the  peninsula  of  Michigan,  but  having 
required  that  it  should  embrace  a  region  of  country  on 
the  northwestern  side  of  the  lake,  it  follows  that  if  it 
were  true  that  the  preamble  established  the  boundaries 
of  the  State,  it  was  in  that  particular  vacated  by  the  act 
of  Congress.  For  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  oi^t- 
nance  of  1787  gave  to  Congress  the  right  to  erect  one  or 
two  States  in  Ibe  then  existing  Territory  of  Michigan, 
which  was  the  remaining  portion  of  the  old  Northwest, 
ern  Territory.  The  result,  sir,  then,  is  tfiisi  that  to  call 
c  convention  to  express  Its  assent  to  the  boundaries  estab- 
lished  by  Congress,  is  not  to  call  a  convention  to  amend- 
or  alter  the  constitution,  since  the  constiiution,  neither 
in  point  of  fact  nor  in  point  of  law,  established  any 
boundaries;  and,  consequently,  that  the  enlargement  or 
diminution  of  its  territory  became  a  matter  of  ordinary 
legislation,  a  power  which  is  exercised  every  day  by  the 
Legislatures  of  the  respective  Slates,  in  cessions  made  by 
them  to  the  United  States. 

But  ifit  be  true  that  ibe  enlai^ement  or  diminution  of 
the  territory  is  a  matter  of  ordinary  legishtion  where 
the  botindaries  are  not  fixed  by  the  constitution,  a  p>r- 
iiori,  it  is  a  matter  of  ordinary  Ifgislation  to  call  a  con- 
vention to  enlarge  or  diminish  the  terFit(fl-y,  where  the 
duty  to  do  so  is  imposed  by  competent  authority.  The 
right  of  a  Le^dature  tocall  a  convention  at  any  time  must 
depend  on  the  constitution  of  the  Stale;  and  the  powers 
of  the  convention,  whrn  called,  will  depend  on  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  under  which  it  is  assembled;  because 
the  people,  in  voting  for  si^h  a  convention,  cannot  be 
understood  to  invest  It  with  any  other  power  than  that 
which  they  have  previously  agreed  it  should  have  in  the 
passage  ofthe  law  to  wliich  they  have,  through  their  Le- 
gislature, given  either  their  expreas  or  implied  consent. 
The  people  are  the  source  of  all  power.  When  assembled 
in  a  stale  of  nature,  Irge  so/uJim,  in  their  sovereign  capa- 
city, (heir  power  is  without  any  practical  limitation.  It 
is  the  whole  will  of  the  community,  sustained  by  its 
whole  force.  But,  as  they  cannot  meet  en  nuuse  when 
-«preid  over  a  latge  country,  recourse  is  had  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  representation!  and,  when  the  s'^vcreign  power 
is  delegated,  a  constitution  becomes  necestary  in  order 
to  limit  the  powers  granted.  If  the  whole  legislative 
power  were  delegated,  without  restriction,  then  the 
Legislature,  who  -are  the  depoutariea  of  that  power, 
would  possess  it  In  as  absolute  a  degree  as  that  in  which 
it  belonged  to  the  whole  community,  assembled  in  its 
sovereign  capacity;  that  is,  without  any  practirjil  limita- 
tion. The  constitution  of  a  State  is  not,  therefore,  gen- 
erally a  mere  grant  of  power  to  a  particular  body;  it 
does  not  consist  in  an  enumeration  of  eertafn  powers 
which  are  granted,  but,  v^^g  at  once  the  whole  legis- 
lative power  in  a  particular  body,  it  provides  for  limits* 
tions  on  its  exercise,  flence  the  necessity  for  bills  of 
rights  and  reservaiiuns  in  favor  of  individual  liberty  and 
security;  hence  (he  provisions  in  relation  to  trial  by 
jury,  to  the  power  of  arres',  to  (he  habeas  corpus,  t^ 
freedom  of  conscience  in  religious  matters,  and  freedom 
from  unreasonable  seizures  and  searches;  hence  the  ne- 
cessity of  guarding  the  existence  of  the  exeeutive  and 
ju'Hcial  powers  by  constitutional  provision,  which  might 
otherwise  be  absorbed  by  the  legislative  power.  All 
this  reeulls  from  the  very  nature  of  legislative  power, 
which,  whether  it  resides  in  the  whole  community  or  is 
delegated  by  that  community  to  y  particular  body,  is 
without  practical  limitstiun  other  than  that  provided  for 
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in  the  conslitutian  of  tlie  society.  And  herein,  sir,  con- 
sista  the  Rreat  and  essential  difference  between  the  con- 
stitution of  k  State  and  the  constitution  of  the  Federal 
Gnvernment.  The  first  h^i  all  the  powers  that  are  not 
prohibitedi  the  latter  hu  no  powers  bat  those  which  are 
milted.  The  principle  ia  all-inmortant  in  the  eonstruc- 
tioii  or  the  two  instrumentf.  The  Federal  Qovernroent 
is  one  of  enunterated  powers.  There  is  no  general  dele- 
Ifstion  or  the  wliole  legislative  power  of  the  community, 
restraineit  merely  by  exceptions  and  limitations;  but 
the  deli-gation  is  uf  *'all  legislative  powprs  therein 
granted."  II  is  true  that  the  same  language  m'ght  be 
used  in  a  State  conslitutinn,  and,  in  suoh  case,  would  re^ 
quire  the  sarae  eomtrnetion.  Bat  when,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  eomtitution  of  Michigan,  it  is  declared  that 
*<  the  leffislatrTe  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Senate  and 
lIouf('orRepresentattves,"it  is  the  legibtative  power oftlie 
whole  community,  and  has  no  practical  limilaiion  but 
what  is  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  the  conslitutinn.  I 
mean,  of  course,  as  a  rule  of  construction  growing  out 
ofils  own  provisions.  There  is,  also,  as  respects  the  States 
of  tills  Uniunt  another  limitation,  namely,  the  conatitution 
of  the  United  Stales.  But  the  principle  ia  the  lanie,  for 
the  constitution  the  United  Stales,  having  received  the 
assent  of  the  same  people,  may  be  oonridered  as  incor- 
porated with,  and  forming,  for  the  purpose  of  construe- 
tion,  a  part  of  the  Slate  constilulion,  in  the  limitations  it 
imposes  on  the  exercise  of  State  torereignty.  As  it  ap- 
pears, then,  that  the  object  of  calling  a  convention  in 
Michigan  w»  not  to  amend  or  alter  tlie  eonatitution,  but 
to  give  its  assent  to  what  the  legislative  power  might 
itself  have  asbented  to,  namely,  the  enlargement  of  its 
territory,  it  follows  Ihit  the  power  to  call  such  a  conven- 
tion is  a  mere  act  of  ordinary  legislation,  and  the  duty 
having  been  imposed  by  Congress  to  do  so,  it  was  the 
business  and  right  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  to 
perform  that  duty.  It  was  the  duty  and  right  of  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan  to  call  the  convention,  becMite 
the  people  of  Michigan,  when  they  formed  their  consti- 
tution, declared  that  the  Legislature  alone  should  pos- 
sess the  right  of  expressing  and  binding  the  public  will 
in  matters  of  ordinary  legistalion.  Upon  the  question 
whether  a  convention  should  be  calletl,  the  time  and 
place  of  its  assembling,  lite  mode  of  its  election,  the 
qualiAcation  of  its  electors,  no  purtion  of  the  community 
had  the  right  to  dictate  to  any  other  portion;  nor  cfuld 
ihr  will  of  the  community  be  ascertained  nn  those  points 
in  any  other  mode  than  that  agreed  upon  in  the  conMitu- 
tion.  And  why,  air.'  Uecause  the  people  of  Michigan 
had  previously  agreed,  each  man  with  each  and  every 
other,  when  they  adopted  their  constitution,  that  the 
Legislature  should  be  the  exponents  of  the  public  will  in 
such  a  case.  That  any  portion  of  the  community,  be  it 
grtti  or  small,  should  call  itself  the  people,  and  affect  to 
exprCM  end  bind  the  public  will,  under  such  eircunt- 
stances,  ia  a  fraud  upon  the  rights  of  every  man  in  it, 
and  a  gross  and  manifest  infraction  of  the  social  com- 
pact into  which  he  entered  when  he  agreed,  with 
others,  to  form  a  sovereigf|^tP,  and  delegate  the  legis- 
lative power  to  a  particular  body.  1  say,  then,  sir, 
without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  when  the  people 
themselves,  who  cannot  act  in  mass,  delegate  to  their 
represenlHtives  by  their  constitution,  the  legislative 
power  of  the  community,  each  and  every  man  of  them 
parts  with  the  right  to  express  and  bind  the  public  will 
in  any  other  mocle  than  through  their  Legislature,  hi  re- 
lation to  matters  falling  within  the  scope  of  that  power. 
Such  is  the  compact,  and  it  is  they  themselves  who  estab- 
lish it. 

The  case  of  revolution  has  been  appealed  to  as  estab- 
lish'ng  and  illustra'ing  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter 
or  modify  their  Government,  and  control,  by  voluntary 
meetings,  the  will  uf  the  community.   Nobody,  air, 


doubts  that  where,  in  the  language  of  the  declaration  of 
independence,  "  any  form  of  government  becomes  de* 
structive  of  the  rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness,  the  people  have  a  right  to  alter  or  abolish  it." 
But  is  it  not  an  iitsult  to  the  understaRding  of  any  man 
to  cite  such  an  authority  as  a  warrant  for  the  proceed- 
ings in  Michigan}  Is  it  not  the  vcij  point  of  the  objec* 
lion  which  is  made  to  the  present  bill,  that  the  principle 
involved  in  it  is  revolutionary,  while  it  professes  to  be 
an  act  of  regular  gnvernmentf  Does  the  case  of  Michi- 
gan present  one  In  which  the  people,  laboring  under 
grievous  oppression  upon  the  part  of  their  Gnvernment, 
which,  in  its  form  and  practice,  is  destructive  of  the 
rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pumiit  of  happiness,  are 
seeking  to  alter  or  aboliiih  that  form  of  government  ^ 
No,  sir.  The  question  simply  is,  whether  porUom  of 
the  people  of  that  State,  having  a  regular  Government, 
in  wbieb  ia  vested  the  legislative  power,  have  the  right, 
by  assembling  in  voluntary  meeting,  to  call  s  conven- 
tion empowered  to  bind  the  State  m  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  and  as  a  measure  of  regular  government.  To 
itate  the  question  correelly  is  to  refute  it.  And  yet, 
air,  we  have  had  an  appeal  made  to  the  sacred  right  of 
revolution)  and  we  who  oppose  the  measure  have  been 
taunted  as  being  opposed  to  the  fundamental  rights  of 
the  people,  and  to  the  principles  of  our  grelit  Revolution. 
We  have  had  an  cfTuaion  of  the  wildest  and  most  inco- 
herent notions  of  popular  liberty,  and  our  principles  de- 
nounced as  those  of  the  Stuarts  and  of  the  Bourbons. 
And  what,  sir,  after  all,  is  the  position  for  which  we 
contend'  it  is^  that  voluntary  meetings  of  citizens, 
which  may  be  nothing  more  than  the  proceedings  of  a 
few  turbulent  demagogues,  have  not  authority,  in  a  time 
of  peace,  and  as  a  measure  of  regular  government,  to 
call  a  convention,  which  ahall  possess  the  sovereign  au- 
thorlty,  and  be  capable  of  binding  the  whole  communi- 
ty. The  eonvrrae  of  this  proposition,  I  say,  sir,  is  the 
principle  involved  in  the  case  before  us,  and  against 
which  I  shall  contend  at  all  times,  and  under  all  eircum- 
Btances.  The  case  of  revolution  supposes  an  end  to  all 
regular  governmenS  and  its  illustrations  and  its  argu- 
ments have  nothing  to  do  with  the  one  before  us.  And 
now,  air,  we  are  called  upon,  here,  here  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  Stalen,  to  sanctinn  a  principle  which  wouM 
be  subversive  of  all  regular  government,  and  that,  too, 
at  a  lime  when  a  spirit  of  misrule  is  abroad,  when  tlie 
country  is  full  of  scenes  of  personal  violence,  and  we 
have  aeen  men  in  a  neighboring  State  insensible  to  the 
ties  of  social  duty,  willing  to  break  down  the  whole  so- 
cial edifice,  to  subvert  the  entire  Government,  in  order, 
to  accomplish  a  mere  party  purpose.  It  may  be  asked 
why  Congress  required  the  assent  of  a  convention,  since 
it  had  the  power  to  establiah  the  boundaries  by  its  own 
authority.  The  answer  would  teem  to  be  that,  as  the 
constitution  presented  by  Michigan,  and  the  desire  to  be 
'  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  purported  to  pro- 
ceed merely  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  peninsula,  and 
as  Congress  did  not  think  proper  to  ^jant  the  requeiit 
that  the  peninsula  alone  should  constitute  a  Stale,  but 
added  both  population  and  territory,  it  became  a  matter 
of  propriety  to  refer  the  aubject  back  again  to  (he  peo- 
ple, to  ascertain  whether,  under  these  circumstances, 
ihey  still  desired  to  become  a  anvereign  State,  and,  aa 
Mich,  a  member  of  this  Union.  But  that  is  not  now  the 
question)  the  bill  before  us  supposes  that  the  provision 
was  right,  and  affirms  it  to  be  true  that  the  condition 
has  been  complied  with.  Is  this  true?  What  makes 
the  matter  still  wome  is,  that  the  iiriit  convention  called 
by  the  legislative  auihority  expressly  refused  its  assent, 
and  we  are  now  called  upon  to  say  that  the  second  cnn- 
vemlop,  assembled  under  the  auihority  of  voluntary 
meetings  of  citizens  in  some  of  the  counties  was  a  legal 
convention,  capable  of  binding  ike  State,  and  that  thft 
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■swnt  hu  been  given  which  Is  required  by  the  ect. 
the  resolution  of  the  36th  Jinuary,  1836,  referred  to 
by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Hr.  Bvcbasait,] 
can  have  no  bearing  whatever  on  the  present  question, 
as  indicative  of  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  power  of  the  Legislature,  since,  at  that  time,  there 
wai  clearly  no  legal  authority  on  the  part  of  Michigan 
to  estublish  a  State  Governmentt  but  the  act  of  the  15th 
of  June,  1836,  altered  the  case,  by  accepting,  ralifying, 
and  confirming,  the  constitution  snd  State  Gorcmment, 
and  thus  giving  to  both  «  legal  existenre. 

In  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this  matter,  num- 
bers are  nothing.  But  it  is  contended  that  there  were 
more  votes  given  in  favor  of  a  convention  at  the  elections 
held  under  the  authority  of  the  voluntary  meeting's  than 
were  given  both  for  and  against  the  former  convention. 
And  what  doea  this  prove  r  Mi^it  there  not  have  been 
a  great  number  of  illegal  votes  given  at  the  second  elec- 
tion, when  there  was  no  authority  of  law  for  the  govern- 
ment of  those  who  undertook  to  conduct  it?  But  as  to 
the  fact,  which  is  paraded  as  a  matter  of  moment,  that 
there  were  at  least  eight  thousand  votes  given  for  the 
srcond  convention,  does  that  prove,  with  reference  to 
the  mere  weight  of  numbers,  supposing  that  none  voted 
but  those  who  bad  a  ri^ht  to  do  so,  thai  tbe  people  of 
the  State,  ora  majority  of  the  people,  desired  thatacmi- 
vention  abould  be  called,  and  were  In  fiivor  of  giving  the 
assent  required  by  the  act  of  Congress*  Far  from  it, 
sir.  Upon  turning  to  the  census  which  was  taken  in  (be 
^ear  1834,  it  will  be  found  (hat  there  was,  in  that  year, 
in  the  peninsula  of  Michigan,  a  population  of  87,373 
aouls,  of  whom  there  were  upwards  of  33,000frce  white 
Dales  above  the  age  of  twenty  years,  so  that  there  mast 
have  been,  at  that  lime,  at  least  twenty  tboueand  voters. 
At  tbe  present  lime  it  is  nrobable  that  there  are  at  least 
thirty  tiioussnd  voters;  ana  yet  eight  tliousand  votes  given 
without  authority  of  law,  and  without  the  certainty  that 
they  were  those  of  persons  who  had  a  right  to  vote  at 
all,  are  here  represented  to  be  the  voice  of  the  people^ 
and  it  is  seriously  contended  that  they  had  a  right  to  elect 
B  cfHirenlion  representing  the  sovereignty  of  the  State, 
and  capable  of  binding  the  whole  eommunHy.  Tbia 
Tery  case  ia  itself  tbe  strongest  proof  of  the  danger  and 
folly  of  departing  from  the  true  principles  of  the  social 
system,  and  attempting  to  introiltice  and  establish  any 
other  standard  of  Die  public  will  than  that  which  tbe 
people  themselves,  in  the  formation  of  their  constitution, 
have  declared  shall  be  tlte  exponent  of  that  wil',  name- 
ly, the  legislatite  power.  In  the  one  case,  wbicb  is  that 
of  the  regular  action  of  Government,  there  can  be  no 
danger;  and  the  people,  having  it  always  in  tbeir  power 
to  change  their  representative^  may  aeeure  a  ftlthful  as- 
sertion of  their  will;  but  in  the  other,  which  coneedea 
to  a  portion  of  the  people  the  right,  by  voluntary  assem- 
blies, to  call  and  elect  a  convenlion  capable  of  control- 
ling the  whole  community,  the  very  end  of  all  govern- 
ment is  defeated,  by  giving  to  the  strong  and  the  crafty  the 
means  of  controlling  the  weak  and  tbe  timid  witliout 
their  consent;  and  while  their  proceedings  boldly  and 
insolently  assume  tbe  form  and  tne  tone  of  public  senti- 
ment, they  may  in  truth  be  nothing  more  than  the  mach- 
inations of  designing  demagogues,  and  prove  in  the 
end  the  wont  species  of  tyranny.  What,  then,  it  may  be 
asked,  is  to  be  doncT  There  are  two  courses,  either  of 
which  may  be  taken,  and  with  either  of  which  I  shall  be 
content.  The  one  is  to  leave  tbe  matter  to  the  further 
action  of  the  State  of  Michigan.  Let  the  Legialalure  of 
that  Slate  call  another  convention,  and  then,  if  it  be 
true  tha>  the  majnrity  of  tbe  people  are  now  In  favor  of 
coming  into  the  Union  upon  the  proposed  terms,  there 
cannot  be  a  doubt  but  (he  required  ssaent  will  be  ^iven. 
I*hi9  course  will  require  a  little  delay,  but  that  will  be 
attended  with  no  material  iocvnTCDience.   Tbe  oiber  is 
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to  repeal  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1836, 
which  Imposes  the  condition,  and  admit  her  at  once.  I 
have  no  apprehension  of  difficulty  on  the  acore  of  bound- 
aries,  having  the  most  perfect  conviction  of  tbe  power  of 
Congress  to  settle  them,  and  that  has  been  done  by  the 
express  provisions  of  the  act.  But,  sir,  it  will  not  do  to 
pass  this  act,  either  with  or  wjthput  the  preamble,  un- 
less in  the  Utter  case  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  June 
be  repealed,  because  that  provision  still  subsisting,  to 
admit  under  the  present  cireamstances  would  imply  that 
Congress  was  saUsfied  that  the  condition  had  been  fiil- 
Blled.  This,  sir,  would  be  virtually  to  recognise  and 
sanction  the  doctrine  against  which  we  contend,  and 
which,  if  eatablislied.  Would  in  the  end  subvert  all  reg- 
ular government)  and  which,  while  it  preserved  tbe  form 
of  republican  institutions,  and  affected  to  be  based  on 
the  principle  of  popular  rights  and  popular  liberty, 
would  involve  in  its  practice  Ute  mmi  odious  tyranny. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  it  had  not  been  bis  intention  (o  par- 
ticipate in  the  debate  which  had  arisen  on  the  question 
then  uniler  consideration;  but  some  doctrines  had  been 
advanced  in  its  progress  which  challenged  their  most 
serious  consideration,  and  which  he,  as  a  member  of  that 
body,  would  not  permit  to  pass  without  giving  utterance 
(o  the  sentiments  of  strong  disapprobation  with  which 
they  l>ad  been  beard  by  him.  He  almost  despaired,  after 
the  eloquent  display  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
[Mr.  BiTian,]  who  bad  just  taken  his  seat,  ofuyingany 
thing  that  would  interest  them,  or  of  being  able,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  to  gain  that  attention  which  tliat 
gentleman  had  so  justly  merited,  as  well  from  the  matter 
as  the  manner  of  his  address. 

The  admission  of  Michigan  as  a  member  of  tbe  Union 
had  (said  Hr.  B.)  been  resisted  mainly  by  those  who  op- 
pou  it  on  the  ground  that  she  ia,  at  this  time,  a  sover- 
eign State,  and  that  the  convention  which  assembled  in 
December  last,  and  gave  its  assent  to  tbe  terms  pro- 
posed by  the  act  of  the  lait  session  of  Congress  was  not 
cslled  into  being  by  a  law  of  the  Legislature  of  Michi- 
gan, and  is  therefore  to  be  considered  as  irregular  and 
revolutions^  in  i(a  nature,  by  assuming  to  act  without 
such  authonly.  He  thought  it  required  but  a  reryilight 
examination  of  the  aubject  for  (hem  to  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that,  on  all  c[uestions  of  legislation  by  Congress 
touching  her  condition,  she  is  to  be  contemplated  and 
regarded  as  a  Territory,  and  not  as  a  Slate.  Not  having 
compiled  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress  paa-ed  at 
the  last  session  fur  her  admis«on  into  the  Union,  ahe  ia 
not  a  confederate  State.  If  she  exists,  then,  as  a  State 
at  al>,  it  must  be  in  (be  character  of  a  foreign  and  inde- 
pendent soirereignty.  To  maintain  s  doctrine  m  absurd 
as  this  was,  and  so  utterly  subversive  of  the  authority  of 
the  General  Government  over  its  territory,  its  advocates 
must,  of  necessity,  be  driven  to  admit  the  right  of  the 
pef>ple  of  a  Territory  1o  throw  off  the  power  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  without  its  consent,  and  to  establish 
an  independent  Government  at  their  own  will  and  pkas- 
ure.  Whetber  a  Sute  may  rightfully  aecede  from  the 
Union  or  not,  is  a  question  tbout  which  the  ablest  states- 
men have  difieredt  but  that  a  Territory,  having  in  itself 
no  sovereignty,  m'ay  rightfully  withdraw  from  the  author- 
ity of  the  Federal  Government,  (unless  by  that  right  ac- 
quired by  successful  revolution,)  is  a  proposition  so  dis* 
orginizing  in  its  tendency  as  to  find  scarcely  a  «ngle  ad- 
vocate. It  is  true  that  Michigan  has,  for  some  time 
past,  exercised  the  powers  of  a  State,  preparatory  to 
her  admission  into  the  Union,  which  were  Hmply  per- 
missive, and  not  by  virtue  of  any  rights  she  had  as  a 
State,  indrpendcni  of  the  authority  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, She  is,  then,  for  all  practical  purposes,  to.be 
regarded  in  our  legislation  as  still  remaining  in  her  ter- 
ritorial condition.  If  this  opinion  be  correct,  then  the 
noctasry  of  State  rights,  for  wludL^o  many  appreben- 
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sions  have  been  expressed,  will  not  be  invsded  by  our 
recognising  the  acts  of  the  Ute  convention,  giving 
the  Uftent  of  the  people  of  Hichigan  to  the  terme 
proposed  by  the  act  of  Congrets.  The  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Delaware  had  argued  to  sbow  that  the  legisla- 
tive branch  of  a  Government  waa  to  be  regarded  aa  the 
depoutory  of  the  public  will,  and  that  in  the  States  all 
power  not  prohibited  by  their  conititutiona  might  be  ex- 
ercised by  their  Lrgislaturesi  and  deduces,  as  a  conse- 
quence from  the  principles  which  he  contended  for,  that 
the  assembling  of  a  convention  in  Michigan,  wiihout  au- 
thority from  her  Legislature,  was  irregular  and  of  revo- 
lutionary tendency.  This  doctrine  (laid  Mr.  B.)  was, 
in  hia  opinion,  radically  wrong,  and  had  led  to  many  of 
the  erroneous  conclusions  which  had  characterized  the 
present  discusuon.  The  legislative  branch  of  a  State 
Government  was  to  be  considered  ibe  depository  of  the 
public  will  of  the  people,  represented  by  it  only  for  cer- 
tain purposes  and  to  the  extent  of  the  powers  conferred 
on  it  by  the  constitution  under  which  it  acted.  AH 
other  powers  resided  in  the  great  body  of  the  people,  in 
which  exista  the  ultimate  authority  and  aovereignty  of  a 
State.  The  conatltuted  authorities  of  a  State,  no,  not 
even  a  convention  itself,  possess  no  inherent  power  of 
sovereignly,  and  each  are  but  the  mere  i^nts  of  the 
peoplf,  who  constitute  the  sovereignly.  It  is  therefore 
derogatinif  rather  too  much  from  this  power  of  the  peo- 

Sle  of  a  State  to  claim  for  their  legislature  the  right  to 
irect  them  when  and  how  they  ^all  proceed  to  assem- 
ble in  convention.  Ii  atrips.  the  sovereign  power  of  one 
of  its  highest  and  most  powerful  attributes,  and  leaves  it 
at  the  will  of  the  agent  created  by  it  to  decide  when  it 
may  rightfully  exercise  that  power.  In  aome  of  the 
Slates  the  power  is  expressly  given  to  their  Legislatures 
to  decide  when  a  convention  shall  be  called,  and  to  pro- 
vide fur  the  manner  of  calling  the  same.  This,  of  course, 
is  a  restriction  by  the  people  of  those  Slater,  imposed  by 
themselves,  on  their  original  right  to  assemble  in  conven- 
tion through  the  instrumentality  of  primary  assemblies, 
and  which  they  are  constitutionally  bound  to  observe. 
But  no  such  restriction  can  be  alleged  as  existing  in  the 
constitution  of  Michigan,  to  prevent  her  people  from  as- 
sembling in  convention  spontaneously,  for  the  purpose  of 
expressing  her  willingness  to  come  into  the  Union  on  the 
terms  proposfd  by  Congress,  Her  constitution  points 
out  the  manner  in  which  future  amendments  to  that  in- 
itrument  are  to  be  made;  but  no  mode  is  prcscribrd  by 
it  IS  to  the  manner  in  which  her  people  are  to  assemble 
in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  being  admitted  into  the 
Union  aa  a  State.  As  her  people  never  have  conferred 
on  any  ^  her  public  functiunaries  this  power,  it,  of 
course,  remains  amnng  them,  as  belonging  to  that  class 
of  residuary  powers  with  which  she  has  never  parted.  If, 
sir,  (said  Mr,  B.,)  this  reasoning  be  correct,  the  people 
of  Michigan  have  rightfully  exercised  the  puwer  of  call" 
ing  a  convention  through  their  primary  assemblies — a 
right  consecrated  by  .'the  principles  of  the  Revolution, 
and  from  the  exercise  of  which  some  of  the  oldest,  if  not 
the  wisest,  Stale  constitutionai^sd  sprung  inio  existence. 
In  determi'Hng  this  question,  he  thought  it  their  du'y,  as 
statesmen,  to  disencumber  it  of  mere  questions  of  form, 
and  to  ascertain  substsntially  what  was  the  will  of  the 
people  of  Michigan  in  reference  to  (heir  admission  into 
the  Union.  All  the  facts  before  them  went  to  prove, 
most  conclusively,  that  It  was  not  only  the  will  of  a  ma- 
jority of  them  to  obtain  admission  in>o  the  Union,  but 
that  there  was  almost  entire  unanimity  of  aentiment  among 
ber  citizens  in  favor  of  it.  Had  a  single  remonstrance 
been'  presented  from  any  part  of  that  Territory  against 
the  proceedinga  of  her  convention'  No,  not  a  single 
voice  bad  been  heard  from  that  quarter  opposed  to  it. 
Her  citizens,  therefore,  could  not  feel  otherwise  than 
greatly  indebted  to  those  who  had  come  forward  is  her 


guardians  here  to  protect  her  from  the  dire  calamities  of 
being  admitted  to  a  participation  of  the  bencfils  of  our 
happy  Union!  For  bimaelf,  he  had  always  been  taught 
to  conuder  it  as  a  measure  of  no  ordinary  advantage  to 
the  people  of  a  Territory  to  be  raised  from  a  state  of  ter- 
ritorial dependence  to  the  elevated  condition  of  a  sover- 
e'gn  State  of  our  confederaey.  If  we  were  about  to  do 
an  act  which  might  operate  to  restrain  the  privileges  of 
her  people,  then  it  would  behoove  us  to  construe  strictly 
the  powers  under  which  we  act.  While  the  rule  of  con- 
struction which  he  had  just  laid  down  was  applicable  to 
such  a  case  as  the  one  adverted  to^  the  opposite  rule  of 
giving  a  liberal  interpretation  to  our  powera  was  equally 
obligatory  where  the  object  was  to  enlarge  the  privite' 
gesof  the  citizen.  In  other  words,  he  considered  it  to 
be  not  only  a  safe  rule  in  practice,  but  one  demanded  by 
our  free  institutions,  in  deciding  on  questions  in  which 
the  rights  of  (he  citizen  are  involved,  whether  in  courts 
of  justice  or  legislative  bodies,  to  give  a  construction  to 
the  power  under  which  they  act  that  will  catbcr  favor 
than  abridge  the  rights. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr . 
Pbibtok,]  and  his  honorable  coadjutor  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
MoBKia,]  had  expressed  great  horror  at  the  proceedings 
of  the  convention  in  Michigan,  and,  coupling  them  with 
aome  other  proceedings  which  have  lately  occurred  in 
several  of  the  States,  have  denounced  each  in  no  very 
measured  terms.  They  think  they  see,  in  what  they 
have  chosen  to  characterise  as  tumultuary  assemblages 
of  the  people,  the  overthrow  of  law  and  order,  and  the 

firoatration  of  all  regular  government.  The  Senator 
rom  Ohio  told  us  than  he  had  heard  here  many  very  ez< 
traordinary  things  in  the  course  of  this  debate;  and  he 
(Mr.  I).)  would  take  leave  to  add  that  the  Senator  had 
also  said  some  very  extraordinary  things  in  the  course  of 
the  observations  which  he  had  made.  lie  did  not  hiin< 
self  enteriatn  the  same  fears  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  which  seemed  ao  much  to  excite  the  alarms  of 
some  honorable  gentlemen.  On  Ibe  contrary,  it  bad 
been  proven,  not  only  by  experience  in  this  countrj-, 
but  in  almost  every  other  civilized  nation,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people  are,  in  most  instancea,  more  inclined 
to  actfuiesce  in  wrongs  than  to  resist  tbemt  and  that,  in 
nine  times  out  of  ten,  when  driven  to  physical  resistance, 
it  is  because  every  other  means  of  redress  have  failed. 
The  doctrines  which  had  been  advanced  were  identical 
with  those  in  ahicb  bad  originated  the  alien  and  ae> 
dition  laws. 

The  federal  party  of  that  day,  as  now,  (though  under 
a  different  name  at  the  present  day,)  believed,  or  affect- 
ed tu  believe,  that  popular  liberty  would  degenerate  in- 
to licentiousneas,  and  prove  incompatible  with  the  exist- 
ence of  regular  government.  In  this  distrust  and  jeal- 
ousy of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  by  the  federal 
party,  originated  that  celebrated  law.  Although  ita  au- 
thors had  long  since  been  expelled  from  power,  and 
their  doctrines  Aamped  with  public  reprobation,  the 
same  spirit  yet  existed,  and  he  regretted  that  it  hjd 
made  its  appearance  again  in  this  debate.  It  was  but 
the  revival  of  tne  exploded  heresies  of  that  day,  brought 
forward  under  new  auspices,  and  under  new  party 
names.  The  parly  of  that  day,  as  their  disciples  now 
d<>,  arrogated  to  themselves  all  the  intelligence  and  wia- 
dom  of  the  country,  and  expressed  all  the  apprehen- 
siona  from  -popular  violence  to  our  institutions  that  we 
now  hear.  When  the  lamous  judiciary  law,  passed  by 
the  federwl  party  in  the  last  moments  of  their  expiring 
authority,  wsh  about  to  be  repealed  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Jefftrrsoi),  the  same  fears  were  expressed 
which  we  now  hear,  that  constitutional  liberty  would  fall 
a  victim  to  popular  violence.  The  people  did  repeal 
ihe  law,  through  their  representatives^  and  yet  the 
country  had  continued  to  enjoy  all  the  r  ghts  secured  to 
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k  by  the  coiutituBon,  and  none  of  the  evils  predicted 
had  been  realized.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  to  those  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  speaking  disparagingly  of  the  intelligence 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people*  it  is  sufficient  to  point 
them  to  the  condition  of  the  country  to  disprove  the 
charge.  It  is  to  that  public  intelligence  that  we  are  in- 
debted  for  what  it  is.  It  is  under  the  guidance  of  that 
pvbnc  will  that  it  hu  attained  its  preeent  unexampled 
prosperity.  In  bistituting  a  comparisoa  between  that 
pubHe  intelligence  which  is  so  often  derided  and  the  po- 
litical wisdom  of  that  party  who  underrates  it,  a  marked 
niperioriiy  must  be  acknowleged  as  due  to  the  former. 
On  the  one  band,  the  party  claiming  a  monopoly  of  all 
the  wisdom  of  the  country,  as  numerous  imtancea  attest 
in  our  hiitoi^  as  a  nation,  have  often  attempted  to  ■»• 
graft  on  our  instiluticms  principles  hostile  to  our  form  of 
govemmenti  while,  on  the  other,  the  patriotism  tnd  in- 
telligence of  the  American  people  have  eonsiuitly  inter, 
posed  to  preserve  tbem  in  every  great  emergency. 
What,  he  would  ask,  would  have  been  the  condition  of 
our  country,  in  all  probability,  at  this  day,  if  its  political 
destinies'  had  been  continued  in  Ibe  keeping  of  that  par- 
ty wbo^  in  their  own  ima^nation,  have  all  the  sagacious 
statesmen,  and  are  almost  eselunvely  endowed  by  Prov- 
idence with  the  gifts  or  intellectual  greatness?  Let  the 
■yitematic  efforts  made  by  their  leading  statesmen, 
when  in  power,  to  introduce  a  system  of  administration 
into  our  Government,  modelled  on  the  plan  of  the  Eng- 
lish monarchy,  answer.  Let  the  fate  of  those  countries 
in  which  the  energy  of  the  popular  will  had  been  broken 
down  by  the  ascendency  of  titled  orders  answer.  '  From 
the  picture  of  what  it  roost  probably  would  have  been 
under  sueh  auipiees^  the  friends  of  republican  govern- 
iMntwere  ebeercd  and  animated  in  contemptaiing  what 
it  is  under  the  safer  and  wiser  auspices  of  that  general 
intelligence  which,  united,  forms  the  public  will. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Pas&Toit]  has  ezpresaed,  in  strong  terms,  his  abhorrence 
of  the  doctrine  contained  in  a  letter  lately  publirticd  in 
the  newspapers  of  the  United  States,  and  written  by  a 
d^ingulshed  gentleman,  recently  a  memberofthis  body. 
Be  had  ebaracterized  them  as  disoi^anizing  and  of  revo- 
lutionary tendency.  In  this  he  has  been  followed,  much 
in  the  ssme  strain,  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
[Mr.  Batasd.]  Mr.  B.  could  not  but  feel  some  surprise 
at  their  course  in  bringing  into  discussion  questions  hav- 
ing no  bearing  on  proceedings  here,  and  such  as  were 
cmnected  alone  with  the  domestic  strifes  of  the  Slates 
hi  which  they  had  or^naled.  He  felt  more  especially 
sarprisrd  that  gentlemen  professing  such  a  sacred  regard 
fpr,  and  claiming,  as  some  of  them  seemed  tu  do,  almost 
the  exclusive  guardianship  of  Stale  rights,  should  be 
found  invading  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland, 
for  the  purpose  of  mingling  in  cnnlroversies  which  they 
were  in  no  way  called  on  to  decide.  He  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  their  course  on  this  occasion  was  but 
B  poor  practical  commeplsry  on  their  doctrines.  In  the 
remaika  which  he  bhould  nuke  on  this  subject,  he  but 
followed  the  example  whicli  had  been  set  htm.  The 
gauntlet  had  been  ibrown  down,  and  be,  for  one,  was 
ready  to  join  issue  with  gentlemen  on  the  important 

auestion  raised  in  the  letter  which  had  been  so  strongly 
enounced.  .He  had  the  pleasure  not  only  of  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  Ur.  Dallas,  the  wriier  of  the  letter, 
but  he  flattered  himself  that  he  also  enjoyed  a  portion  of 
his  personal  friendsbip.  Little  could  he  liave  supposed 
that  a  gentleman  univenally  respected  for  his  mild  and 
urbane  manners  in  private  lift*,  and  distinguished  for 
wise  and  prudent  delibfrstion  sa  a  statesmsn,  would 
have  been  held  up,  here  or  elsewherp,  as  a  revolutionist. 
Had  it  come  to  this:  that  a  citizen  of  this  republic  could 
not  express  an  opinion  in  favor  of  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple of  a  Slate  to  abolish  a  bank  chatter,  acting  ihn-uglt 


a  convention,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  without  8ub> 
jecting  himself  to  the  charge  of  aiding  to  produce  a  rev- 
olution^ Were  bank  corporations  to  be  considered  as 
imbodyingin  themstlves  the  sovereign  authority  of  the 
State,  that  it  was  thus  dangerous  to  call  in  question  their 
rights  to  existence,  independent  of  the  will  of  the  people, 
whose  legislative  agents  had  created  them  ?  Gentlemen 
who  entertain  such  exalted  opinions  of  their  attributes, 
he  would  say,  carried  tbeir  reverence  much  further  than 
he  could  agree  t6  do.  They  were  opinions  better  suited, 
he  would  sajr,  to  the  subjects  of  arbitrary  Government* 
than  to  the  citizens  of  a  tree  republic. 

Mr.  B.,  without  undertaking  to  defend  all  the  argu- 
ments contained  in  this  much-denounced  letter,  some  of 
which  be  did  not  then  recollect,  not  having  the  letter 
before  him,  would  take  occauon  very  explicitly  to  de- 
clare his  hearty  and  entire  concurrence  in  tbe  mtiu  con- 
clusion drawn  from  them.  That  conclusion  asserted  the 
right  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  acting  through  a 
convemion,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  to  annul  and  ab- 
rogate the  charter  lately  granted  by  ihe  Legislature  of 
that  Stale  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  term 
of  thirty  years.  He  well  knew  the  ingenious  subterfuge 
by  which  professions!  Hlotenes  had  sought  to  escape 
from  the  force  of -Ihis,  to  his  mii>d,  pUinly-establisbed 
conclusion,  by  endeavoring  to  tske  shelter  under  that 
part  of  the  constitution  of  the  tTiuted  States  which  de- 
clares'tliat  "  no  State  shall  pass  any  law  impairing  Ihe 
obligation  of  contracts."  To  maintain  that  bank  char- 
ters are  "  contracts, *'  and  thus  to  draw  them  within  the 
mesninp^  of  that  term,  as  employed  in  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  the  advocates  of  the  doctrine  that 
they  are  irrevocable  by  any  authority  have  been  driven 
to  advance  subtleties  and  refiaemeats  better  suited  to 
that  age  of  ecclesiastical  ingenuity  in  which  tl>e  statutes 
of  mortmain  were  sought  to  be  evaded  by  that  order  of 
men,  to  perpetuate  their  ascendency,  than  to  the  pres- 
ent day  of  enlgbtened  constitutional  freedom.  He  did 
not  believe  that  any  of  the  eminent  writers  on  law  in 
England,  in  defining  the  nature  and  powers  of  corpora- 
lions,  had  ever  considered  their  charters  in  the  nature 
ofcontraeu  between  the  sovereign  authority  granting 
them  and  the  individualo  of  whicli  they  were  composed! 
On  the  contrary,  they  had  been  uniformly  treated  by 
them  as  artificial  bodies,  to  whom  certain  privileges  and 
franchises  are  granted,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  doing  that 
which  they  could  nut  do  in  their  individual  capacities. 
Kor  did  he  believe  thai  any  autluirily  could  Le  found 
among  the  'American  law  writers,  previous  to  the  adup. 
tion  of  the  present  federsi  oonstitutloni  which  maintained 
the  doctrine  tliat  bank  charters  granted  by  the  Stales 
were  ill  the  nature  of  contracts  between  the  Btates  and 
the  individuals  to  whom  ihey  were  granted.  The  uni- 
versally received  opinion  before,  that  thty  were  mere 
privileges  or  franchise!),  granted  by  the  State  or  sover- 
eign, is  a  most  conclusive  proof  to  show  that  the  modern 
invention  of  the  doctrine  that  they  are  contracts  is  an 
afterthought,  s  mere  device,  intended,  by  a  «hange  of 
phrases,  to  suit  the  case  to  the  terms  of  Ihe  constitution, 
snd  to  bring  it  to  bear  against  State  suthnrity,  in  favor 
of  Ihe  perpetuity  of  corporations.  Hr.  B.  said,  to  bis 
mind,  the  doctrine  that  a  State,  in  its  high  and  soverrign 
capacity,  was  absolutely  Impotent  to  rid  itself  of  a  great 
moneyed  corporalion,  chartered  for  a  term  of  thirty 
years,  was  a  monstrous  hereby,  and,  in  his  judgment, 
bitter  mited,  to  the  notions  of  popular  rights  which  pre. 
v^led  in  the  arbitiary  reign  of  tlie  Stusrla^  or  to  ihoae 
of  Ihe  Polignaes  of  France,  than  to  an  American  states- 
man. No  matter  tiow  absolutely  certain  they  may  be 
that  such  an  institiiliun  may  insinuate  its  power  into 
every  part  of  their  State,  and,  when  firmly  fixed,  prove 
!  utterly  destructive  to  their  libertteB,  yet,  according  io 
:  this  doctrine,  they  have  no  pow^^to  relieve  themselves^ 
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snd  their  condition  ii  irremediible,  sive  only  whtt  is  to 
be  aceoiBplistied  by  the  tardy  effiuz  of  time.  In  other  ' 
words,  it  draws  after  it  the  startling  consequence,  that 
the  mere  temporary  agents  or  the  people,  appbinted  to 
legislate  fur  them,  may  contract  away  ibe  rights  of  the 
supreme  power  of  the  State,  and  that  supreme  power, 
no  matter  how  improvident  the  act,  no  matter  how  ru- 
inous in  its  consequenceo,  no  matter  how  much  in  oppo- 
^tion  to  the  public  will,  yet  submi^on  to  It,  without  the 
hope  of  peaceable  redress,  is  to  be  their  unalterable 
doom!  If  this  cin  be  done  for  thirty  years,  why  not  for 
five  hundred?  if  for  five  hundred,  why  not  in  perpetui- 
ty? Such  are  the  absurd  consequences  into  which  the 
advocates  ofthis  doctrine  are  inevitably  driven;*  doctrine 
the  practical  effect  of  which  is  to  put  a^de  the  will  of 
the  supreme  authority  of  a  State,  and  to  substitute  In 
Ita  place  a  Government  of  corporations!  Nothing,  he 
sai^  appeared  lo  his  mind  more  atrikingly  preposterous 
than  the  idea  that  a  State,  which  may  change  or  abolish 
its  fundamental  law  at  pleasure,  which  may  pull  dawn  and 
reconstruct,  in  sucli  way  as  it  chooses,  the  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, or  judiciary  departmttita  of  its  Government, 
cannot  ext  rcise  the  power  of  aborMhing  a  charter  created 
by  an  act  of  its  Legislature.  It  has  often  been  contend- 
ed that  a  judge  appointed  during  good  behaviour  held  hia 
office  in  the  nature  of  a  contract  between  himself  and  the 
State,  lie,  on  his  part,  tmdertaking  lo  perform  certain 
duties  in  consideraiion  ofa  fixed  salary,  tu  be  paid  by  the 
Statet  yet  few,  it  any,  had  been  bold  enough,  in  any  of 
the  Statea,  to  deny  tli«t  a  convention  of  Ihe  people  could 
abolish  the  office,  if  it  was  tlieir  pleasure  to  do  so.  If 
they  posseiaed  the  power  to  do  the  one,  which  power 
Iwd  been  in  many  inMances  exerciied  in  different  States, 
it  seemed  to  follow,  »  a  necessary  consequence,  that 
Ihf  y  were  competent  to  do  the  other. 

Mr.  B.  said,  conceding  for  a  moment  to  the  advocates 
of  this  doctrine,  that  privileges  granted  to  banking  cor- 
porations  were  in  the  nature  oT  contracts,  yet  be  con- 
tended that  it  was  of  the  very  essence  of  those  contracts, 
and  an  implied  condition  which  entered  into  them  when 
made,  that  the  people  in  their  sovereign  capacity  could 
dissolve  them  when  they  saw  fit  so  to  do.  This  original 
right  of  the  people  of  a  State  to  Judge  of  and  abolish 
such  raeauirea  ai  they  may  deem  dentruclive  of  their 
liberties  or  hsppiness,  is  a  principle  which  lies  at  the 
root  of  popular  inslitulionst  and,  if  surrendered,  converts 
Ihe  Government  of  a  State  substantially  into  an  oligar- 
chy. If  this  doctrine  were  once  established,  then  the 
citizens  of  a  State,  under  our  coiifedersey,  would  be,  in 
that  respect,  in  an  infinitely  worae  eomlitioti  Utantbesub- 
jectsof  the  English  monarchy.  There  the  Parliament 
m:iy  dissolve  corporations,  in  virtue  of  its  legislative  pow- 
er, when,  in  its  opinion^  they  are  of  nilachievotia  tendency 
in  respect  to  the  public  interests.  And  yet  in  no  coun- 
try on  earth  had  the  doctrine  in  favor  of  vested  rights 
been  cnrried  further  than  in  that.  There  the  subject 
may  be  relieved,  by  the  power  of  Parliament,  fiom  the 
burden  of  a  corporatiun  deemed  ruinous  to  the  public 
interests;  but  here  the  citizen,  aoconling  to  this  modern 
d 'Cirine,  can  find  no  relief,  not  eten  in  a  convention  of 
the  people. 

No,  one,  he  said,  entertained  a  more  sacred  regard  for 
the  rights  of  private  propeny  than  himself.  It  was  the 
imperative  duty  of  Government  to  protect  it  against 
either  fraud  or  violence.  The  power  contended  fir,  to 
revoke  charters,  involved  no  suchconaequence.  Aqact 
graitting  charters  of  incorporation  waa  hut  a  grant  of 
properly  to  llie  corporators,  but  wmplya  grant  of  privi- 
It  ge.  Its  repeal  did  not  take  from  them  thefr  money  or 
other  properly,  but  took  from  Ihem  merely  the  privi- 
lege to  use  it  in  a  corporate  capacity.  It  was  uadouhi- 
edlythe  duty  of  the  State  to  restore,  in  such  evenly 
Mhateversum  of  mcnry  m>y  have  been  p:.id  it  fur  such 
priTilcgr. 


While  he  felt  the  most  sscred  regard  for  the  rights  of 
private  property,  and  believed  that  in  no  country  was  it 
more  secure  than  in  this,  yet  he  could  not  but  express  his 
strong  repugnance  to  the  extravagant  and  alarming 
claims  set  up  in  behalf  of  individuals  holding  official 
btations,  and  in  behslf  of  chartered  companieR,  under  the 
plea  of  vested  rights.  If  the  extravagant  extent  which  is 
contended  for  it  of  late  is  acquieseed  in,  it  waa  quite  clear 
to  his  mind  that  the  people,  under  this  ingenious  device, 
would  soon  be  divested  of  the  greater  poriioo  of  their 
rights.  In  proportion  as  the  wealth  of  the  country  increas- 
ed, the  advocates  of  this  doctrine  were  becoming  more 
and  more  emboldened  in  their  claims  to  power.  Doctrines 
scarcely  ventured  to  be  hinted  at  some  years^  ago  are 
now  openly  asserted,  and  those  who  eoraider  it  their  ouly  to 
oppose  them  are  denounced  with  overweening  insolence 
as  disorganizers  and  revolutionists.  It  is  but  an  ezhi* 
bition  here  of  the  same  spirit  that  is  to  be  found  making 
war  against  popular  rights  on  the  other  aide  of  the  At- 
lantic. It  is  the  same  spirit  here,  advocating  the  exten- 
sion of  the  doctrine  of  vested  rights,  that  is  heard  raising 
its  voice  there  in  behulf  of  prescriptive  rights,  established 
church,  and  titled  orders.  An  alarm  is  attempted  to  be 
gotten  up  by  the  advocates  of  these  extraordinary  doc- 
trines, (said  Mr.  B.,}  by  raising  the  cry  that  the  rights  of 
property  are  in  danger.  How,hewould  ask,  and  by  whom, 
are  they  endangered  ?  The  great  body  of  the  agricultural 
community  are  infinitely  more  interested  in  the  value  and 
amount  of  property  owned  throughout  thecountry,  than 
all  the  stockjobbers  and  moneyed  corporations  put  to- 
gether. The  great  body  of  the  people  are  therefore, 
at  least,  as  mucli  concerned  in  preserving  law,  order,  and 
the  rirtits  of  property,  is  those  who  Tunly  imagine  that 
they  themselves  constitute  the  countr^f.  If  there  be  sny 
class  of  rcvolulionista  in  this  country,  it  is  not  those  who 
stand  up  in  behalf  of  its  ancient  rights,  against  the  new 
claims  to  power  set  up  under  the  plea  of  vested  rights,  but 
they  are  the  practical  revolutionists  who  endeavor  to  sub- 
ject the  Government  of  the  people  to  a  Government  of 
corporations. 

The  remedy  proposed  by  Mr.  Uatlas  was  in  strict  ac- 
eordsnce  with  law  and  order.  It  was  neither  revolu- 
lionary  in  its  principles,  nor  did  it  in  the  remotest  de- 
gree resemble  nullification.  It  did  not  maintain  that  a 
convention,  in  deciding  on  the  powers  of  corporations, 
would  execute  its  own  decisions,  independent  ofall  other 
authority.  On  the  contrary,  it  expressly  looked  lo  and 
acknowledged  the  Supreme  Court  uf  the  United  States 
as  the  tribunal  possessing  competent  power  to  settle  and 
adjudicate  Ihe  case  whidh  night  arise  out  of  this  question 
This  much,  Mr.  U.  said,  be  had  deemed  his  duty  to  say,  in 
defence  of  prinelplea  that  be  considered  of  vital  impor- 
tance, not  to  one  Slate  alone,  but  to  all,  and  in  defence 
of  an  absent  gentleman,  whose  opinions  he  thought  bad 
been  most  uncuurteously  and  unwarrantably  assailed  on 
that  floor.  He  had  loo  much  respect  for  himself,  as  well 
as  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania,  to  volunteer  any  opinion  of 
bis  as  to  the  course  she  ought  lo  pursue.  He  had  only 
argued  to  show  what  power  a  Slate  might  exercise  right- 
fully in  such  a  case;  be  not  had  expressed  an  opinion  as 
to  what  she  ought  to  do. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
PniBTOiT,]  and  most  of  those  who  had  followed  him  on 
the  same  side  in  this  debate,  after  characterizing  the  pro- 
ceeding which  he  had  just  reviewed  as  revolutionary  and 
disorganizing,  and  likely  to  lead  to  the  overthrow  of  reg' 
ular  govemment,  endeavored  to  trace  back  the  causes  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  parly  friendly  to  the  present  adminis- 
tration, and  to  hold  them  accountable  to  the  country  for 
the  consequences.  Mr.  B.  eaid  that  he  must  be  permitted 
lo  aay  that  leciures  from  thai  quarter  un  law  snd  order 
came  with  no  very  good  grnce.  From  whom,  he  would 
ask,  were  the  friends  of  the  admiaiitrat|oa  to  be  now  in- 
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ttnicled  in  the  propriety  of  j^ood  government,  knd  tlie 
necessity  of  tnsintaining  Uw  and  order?  If  he  mistook 
not,  iome  of  the  stme  gentlemen  now  kindly  profferinic 
this  instnicllon  took  upon  ihemselvei  tlie  character  of 
political  missionaries  in  the  memorable  panic  sessioni 
and*  letTingtbelrMata  in  this  chamber,  were  heard  in  the 
eitiei  of  Philadelpliia  and  Baltimore,  encouraging  popu- 
lar aasemblics  to  open  resistance  to  the  constituted  au- 
tborilies  of  the  country,  by  the  must  impassioned  appeals 
to  their  feelings,  II  vas  on  those  occasions  that  the 
Chief  Hagistrale  of  the  ^nation  was  denounced  as  a 
**  usurper"  and  "  lawless  tyrant."  It  was  on  those  occa- 
sions that  it  was  declared  that  there  were  no  "  Sabbaths 
in  revolutions,"  and  the  constituted  authorities  held  up 
more  as  objects  fit  for  public  rengeance,  than  deferring 
respect  and  obe<Iience.  He  conj^ratulated  gentlemen  on 
ihetr  recovery  of  notions  more  favorable  to  regular  gov- 
ernment and  good  order,  and  trusted  that  the  change 
would  not  prove  of  momentary  duration,  but  permanent. 
He,  however,  must  protest,  for  one,  against  instructions 
from  that  c^narter,  either  as  to  the  one  or  the  other. 

Hr.  B.,  in  conclusion,  begi^cd  pardon  of  the  Senate 
fur  having  digressed,  in  the'course  of  his  remarks,  into 
the  discussion  of  questions  not  strictly  relevant  to  the 
subject  before  them.  The  intrduction  of  these  topics 
by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  and  the 
important  bearing  they  had  sought  to  give  them,  would, 
he  trusted,  furnish  his  apol<^,  and  acquit  him  and  his 
friends  of  having  on  thli  occasion  gratuitously  introduced 
them. 

Mr.  NILE9  said  that  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  not 
be  alarmed  at  his  rising,  as  he  had  no  intention  of  going 
into  a  general  discussion  of  the  subject  before  the  Senate, 
wliich,  he  had  reason  to  suppose,  was  tired  of  the  de- 
bate^ and  anxious  for  the  question.  It  was  not  his  pur- 
pose to  detain  the  Senate  by  any  regular  argument, 
even  upon  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  real  question 
befure  them,  and  much  less  to  discuss  the  numerous 
topics  which  had  been  drawn  into  the  debate.  Of  the 
politica  of  Pennsylvania,  or  Maryland,  he  had  no  wish  to 
^eaki  his  only  object  was  to  submit  a  few  remarks  on  one 
point,  aomewhat  connected  with  the  subject  before  the 
Senate,  and  which  involved  a  fundamental  principle  in 
our  institutions.  Mr.  N.  said  he  had  witnessed  the  course 
this  debate  had  taken  with  some  surprise;  great  prin- 
ciples had  been  drawn  into  discussion,  not  necessarily 
belonging  to  Ihe  subject,  and  sentiments  eipreesed,  and 
ducti  ines  nuintained,  which  he  had  heard  with  no  small 
drgree  of  astonishment  and  regret ;  he  could  hardly  real- 
ize that  he  was  in  the  American  Senate,  and  at  this  en- 
lightened period  when  the  principles  of  free  Govern- 
menis  were  supposed  to  be  well  understood  and  well 
aetlled.  In  view  of  what  he  had  witnessed  in  this  debate, 
he  felt  it  bis  duty  to  allude  to  a  fact  which,  whether 
agreeable  to  hear  or  nut,  lie  believed  ought  not  to  be 
entirely  overlooked.  Sir,  said  Hr.  N.,  for  some  years 
past  the  American  Senate,  the  moat  important  branch  of 
this  Guverament,  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
and  possessing  a  portion  of  the  executive  and  judicial 
authority,  has  not  enjnyed  the  confidence  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States;  and  he  feared,  greatly  feared,  that 
what  had  taken  place  on  the  bill  before  us  was  not  calcu- 
lated to  increase  or  strengthen  the  public  confidence. 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  people  have  decided  iocon< 
siderately,  rashly,  and  unjustly?  This  will  not  do.  Un< 
IcM  he  was  entirely  mistaken,  the  principles  «  hich  had 
been  asserted,  and  the  doctrinea  that  had  been  so  strenu- 
ously maintained,  woulil  be  received  with  aome  astonish- 
ment by  the  people  of  this  country. 

The  question:  before  the  Senate  he  regardt^d  a  very 
simple  one;  it  was  really  a  question  of  fact)  merely, 
whether  the  condition  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  last  ses- 
liun,  providing  for  the  admi4rion  of  Micli<gKn  into  the 


Union,  had  been  complied  with.  In  considering  this 
question,  gentlemen  had  gone  into  the  first  principles  of 
government,  and  made  what  he  regarded  a  bold  attack  on 
popular  power,  on  the  fundamental  principle  of  popular 
sovereignty,  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  nil  our  insli- 
liitions.  These  doctrinea  were  rather  antiquated;  they 
belonged  to  the  school  of  the  restoration  in  t:ngland,  and 
the  political  writings  of  Sir  Robert  Pilmore;  they  were  the 
present  doctrines  of  the  conservatives  in  all  the  Govern- 
ments  in  Europe,  of  the  advocates  of  arbitrary  power, 
and  of  existing  abuses,  however  flagrant.  Uut  in  this 
country  it  was  not  necessary  to  trace  them  so  far;  it  was 
not  necessary  to  go  back  beyond  the  memorable  period 
ar*9S;  they  were  the  doctrinea  of  that  da}',  of  the  period 
in  our  political  history  which  has  been  appropriately 
called  the  "  reign  of  terror."  Is  it  supposed  thut  the 
principles  and  spirit  of  *98  and  '99  can  be  revived '  Is  it 
supposed  that,insieadof  havingadvanced,  we  have  retro- 
graded in  political  intelligence,  and  in^just  understand- 
ing of  ihe  principles  of  free  government? 

What  were  the  doctrines  of  that  day — thedocirines  to 
which  Ihe  alien  and  sedition  laws,  and  other  kindred  meas- 
ures, owed  their  origin  f  He  would  refer  the  genttemea 
to  them,  and  the  speeches  by  which  they  were  stlempt- 
ed  to  be  maintained.  The  speeches  we  have  heard  are 
of  the  same  character,  maintaining  the  same  principles 
and  breithing  the  same  spirit;  but  it  will  be  nodispange- 
ment  to  any  one  who  has  taken  part  in  this  debate  to  sny, 
that  the  heresies  of  that  day  have  not  been  defended 
with  more  spirit  or  ability  now  than  they  were  then, 
1'hen  their  advocates  were  able,  experienced,  talented, 
distinguished,  and  illustrious  men;  one  of  them  bearing  an 
inlimaie  relation  to  the  Senator  from  Delaware.  'l%ey 
put  forth  their  whole  streng'h,  and  staked  their  all,  po- 
litically— -the  ascendency  of  their  party  and  their  indi- 
vidual prospects — on  the  support  nf  the  same  doctrinea 
we  have  heard  mentioned  on  these  occasions.  Uut  they 
failed,  and  the  cause  of  democracy  triumphed. 

And  what  were  those  doclrinces?  They  were,  that 
the  people  could  not  be  trusted;  that  they  were  their 
own  worst  eiiemlesi  that  all  the  disorders,  real  or  imagi- 
nary, that  prevailed,  were  attributable  to  a  wild  spirit  uf 
democracy — to  popular  phrensy.  An  honest  but  fvar- 
less  expression  of  opinion,  concerning  men  and  measure", 
waa  denounced  as  a  spirit  of  insuborclination,  disorgani- 
zation, and  rank  jacobinism.  A  distinguished  leader  of 
that  parly,  linw  no  more,  belonging  to  a  neighboring 
Slate  to  his  own,  a  gifted  son  of  f;enius,  a  brilliant  star  in 
the  consiellation  of  that  day,  whose  impassioned,  fervid, 
and  glowing  eloquence  has  never  been  surpassed  in  Ihe 
halls  of  Congres!!,  declared  what  were  the  evils  and  the 
remedy.  I  allude,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  to  Fisher  Ames.  He 
declared  that  the  disease  which  threatened  general  and 
univertul  ruin  to  our  institutions  and  our  uiture  pros- 
pects was  rooted  deep)  that  it  had  found  its  way  into 
the  very  hearta  of  the  people.  This  disease  was  de- 
moerscyi  it  was  llie  will  and  sovereignly  of  the'  peo- 
ple. '*  It  was  nut  that  the  skin  was  blintered,  but  their 
very  bones  w? re  carious."  Tes,  the  people  were  cor- 
rupt, even  to  their  bones.  In  hia  fertile  and  vivid  imagi- 
nation, he  conjured  up  and  predicted  greater  evils  lor 
hU  country,  wliich  were  to  flow  from  this  wild  spirit  of 
democritcy,'than  have  been  portrayed  on  the  present 
occasion.  His  country  was  to  be  visited  with  all  the  hor- 
rors-of  the  French  revolution;  anarchy,  confusion  and 
bloodshed,  were  tu  desolate  Uie  land;  ai>d,  in  the  federal 
visions  of  that  day,  the  ghosts  of  Robespierre,  Danlon, 
and  Marat,  were  seen  flitting  through  our  atmosphere. 
The  disease  of  that  period  was  democracy;  the  people 
were  said  to  be  rising  up  to  overthrow  the  Guvernmenl, 
and  destroy  those  noble  institutions  which tht^y  themselves 
had  'e»tabr»bed.  And  it  waa  the  aim  of  those  in  authori- 
ty to  put  down  that  wild  spirit  of  democracy  by  the 
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itron^  arm  nf  power,  xncl  to  maintain  their  authority,  nnt 
through  the  public  will,  and  as  an  emanation  from  it,  but 
in  oppoiition  to  it — in  defiance  of  it.  It  was  Tor  this 
purpose  that  the  alien  and  aediliun  laws  were  passed. 
A«d  why  is  it  (said  Hr.  N.)  that  these  lawit,  and  particu- 
larly (he  latter,  have  become  a  stench  in  the  nostrils  of 
the  people;  that  Tor  nearly  forty  years  (hey  have  borne 
the  stamp  of  univerBal  reprobation  apnn  their  bee — tlie 
deep  and  indelible  stamp  of  inramy,  which  will  go  down 
to  the  latest  posterity,  or  as  long  as  there  ia  a  sinfrle 
spark  of  liberty  in  the  hearts  of  the  American  peopled  U 
the  execration  in  which  thnse  laws  are  held  to  be  charged 
to  their  being  unconstitu'ional?  Far  from  it.  A  large 
portion  of  the  legislation  of  Congress  has  been  charged 
with  being  in  violation  of  the  eonstituttont  and  the  alien 
and  sedition  acts  were  declared  to  be  constitutional,  not 
only  by  Congress,  but  by  the  Executive  and  Judiciary. 
Not  tlie  infamy  which  h^a  attached  to  those  obnoxious 
acts  did  not  proceed  from  lh*)r 'being  iincon^itutinnat, 
whether  tliey  are  so  or  nol.  The  people  do  not  form 
opinions  so  unreasonably  or  unjustly.  We  must  look  for 
the  cause  of  opprobrium  to  a  different  source—the  true 
character  and  design  of  ihnse  laws.  They  were  regard- 
ed asa  premeditated  and  high-handed  attack  upon  popu- 
lar power;  a  deadly  blow  at  (he  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple; B  bold  and  daring  attempt  to  overtnrow  the  public 
will,  to  put  down  the  popuhr  opinion^  and  to  rule  the 
country  regardless  of  it.  They  were  considered  as  an 
aitempt  to  change  the  very  element  of  the  Government, 
which  is  founded  on  public  opinion,  and  convert  it  into 
a  Government  of  F-irce. 

But  that  great  aclieme  failed;  and  are  its  exploded, 
reprobated  doctrines  now  to  be  revived^  Are  we  now 
to  be  told  that  there  is  no  political  power  remaining  in 
the  people?  that,  having  estublished  and  put  in  opera- 
tion Governments,  they  have  parted  with  all  political 
power  whatever;-that  they  cannot  revise  or  new-model 
this  form  cf  government  they  have  themselves  establish- 
ed, unless  in  pursuance  of  a  provision  in  tlie  constitution, 
or  in  accordance  with  a  taw  of  the  Legislature?  Hiis  is 
maintaining  that  sovereignty  resides  in  the  constituted  au< 
thorities,  and  not  in  the  people  at  large;  it  is  raising  the 
creature  aSove  his  creator,  the  agent  above  the  princi- 
pal. It  is  exalting  the  Lef^slatnre  above,  and  muktng 
It  independent  of,  the  constituent  body. 

The  constiuitions  of  most  of  the  States  contain  some 
provision  for  altering  or  amending  ihem;  some  through 
the  agency  of  a  convention,  and  some  otherwise.  But 
such  constitutional  provision  is  not  inconsistent  with  and 
cannot  take  away  the  right  and  power  of  Ihe  people, 
acting  in  their  primarily  original  capacity,  to  change 
their  system  of  government.  This  is  a  right  which  thoy 
have  not  delegated,  and  which,  of  cout^,  must  abide 
with  the  peo(>le  at  large-  Conventions  of  the  people 
may  be  c&lled,  and  often  are,  tn  pursuance  of  a  law  of 
the  Legislalurei  yet  (his  is  a  mere  matter  of  convenience. 
But  does  the  law  confer  on  them  their  power?  That  is 
the  question.  If  it  does,  then  a  L^iatature  can  grant 
to  another  body  greater  power  than  it  possesses  itself; 
even  the  power  to  change  or  destroy  those  very  forms 
under  which  it  exists;  a  power  to  destroy  the  (.egisla- 
ture  itself.  This  is  prepos'erous,  and  shows  the  absurdity 
of  the  principle  contended  for.  '  If  a  convention  does  not 
derive  its  power  from  the  Legislature,  from  whence  can 
it  derive  it,  except  from  the  people?  What  is  a  conven- 
tion? Is  it  not  a  body  representing  the  people  in  their 
primary,  qjementary  capacity,  and  wholly  independent 
of  the  legislature  and  constituted  authorities?  If  this  Is 
not  a  true  idea  of  a  convention  of  the  people,  he  should 
like  to  be  informed  what  a  convention  ii.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  TitzSTOir]  asks,  who  and  what 
are  the  people?  He  was  surprised  at  such  an  inquiry 
from  any  quarter,  and  still  more  that  it  should  come  tram 


one  who  has  bad  so  hiuch  to  do  with  conventiens,  and 
attempts  to  call  forth  the  latent  energies  of  State  rights 
and  popular  power.  He  did  not  understand  the  Sena- 
tor's answer  to  his  own  question,  further  than  his  decla- 
ration that  he  himself  [Mr.  P.]  was  one  of  the  people. 
The  inquiry,  however,  was,  he  thotight,  easily  answered. 
The  people,  in  one  sense,  are  the  whole  population  of  a 
Statei  but  in  a  political  sense,  the  people  were  that  por> 
tion  of  the  population  which  posseased  the  political  pow- 
er in  a  State:  it  did  not  mean  women  nor  children,  but' 
the  whole  body  of  citizens  with  whom  Ihe  poetical  pow- 
er of  a  Stale  resided. 

He  believed  this  to  be  the  true  theory  of  our  Govern- 
ment; and  he  deemed  it  of  the  utmost  Importance  that 
first  principle*  should  not  be  perverted.  Is  there  any 
danger  from  this  theory,  which  recognises  the  sovereign 
power  aaabiding  in  the  people  at  lai^?  On  thii  point 
our  judgment  was  not  leR  without  a  guide*  or  forrad  to 
rest  on  arguments  only.  The  State  Governments  bad 
been  in  operation  six'y  year<i,  and  the  Federal  Union 
nearly  half  a  century,  which  had  shed  a  flood  of  light  on 
the  principles  and  tendencies  of  free  institutions.  Are 
we  to  shut  our  eyes  against  their  in6uence,  and  still 
grope  our  way  in  the  dark?  Is  the  question  settled,  or 
is  it  yet  iu  controvert,  whether  the  people  are  safe  de- 
positories of  power?  Oi)  this  quettioa  he  would  appeal 
to  the  experience  of  the  last  fifty  years.  Is  the  danger 
on  the  side  of  the  people,  or  on  the  side  of  their  political 
agents?  Is  power  more  dangerous  with  the  many,  or  in 
the  hands  of  the  few?  He  would  appeal  t«  the  hiatory 
of  the  country  the  last  half  century  to  settle  these  ques- 
tions. Are  we  to  heed  every  false  cry  of  alarm?  One 
says,  Lo!  here  is.danger!  Another  »\]ra,  Lol  there  ladan- 
gerl  But  what  says  experience?  He  who  gives  ■ 
wrong  direction  to  the  public  mind,  in  regard  to  the 
source  from  whence  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  doea 
a  real  injury  lo  the  cause  of  freedom.  Prom  whence 
have  come  the  evils  which  have  existed,  and  the  dangers 
that  have  threatened  us?  Have  they  sprung  from  the 
people,  or  from  the  abuse  of  the  power  and  conGdence 
intrusted  to  their  agents,  the  eonslituted  authorities, 
which  we  have  ju^t  been  told  were  the  only  safe  depon- 
tories  of  power?  Sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  there  have  been  pe- 
riods of  danger  to  our  institution^  if  not  to  the  liberties 
of  the  country — periods  of  doubt,  darknesi,  and  gloom; 
when  clouds  springing  up  in  the  East,  which  spread  un- 
til their  length  and  breadth  darkened  our  whole  horizon, 
and  charged  with  gathering  and  fearful  Uiunderbolts, 
which  threatened  to  burst  upon  our  country  with  deso- 
lating fury.  We  have  heard  much  in  this  driiate  of  con- 
ventions of  the  people,  of  the  Baltimore  convention,  of 
caucuses,  and  of  the  danger  of  these  popular  movements; 
but  we  have  heard  nothing  of  conventions  not  origina- 
ting with  the  people;  we  have  heard  nothing  of  Ihe  Hart- 
ford convention.  Sir,  whatever  may  have  been  the  guilt 
or  the  danger  of  that  convention,  and  he  believed  there 
was  much  of  both,  it  did  not  spring  from  the  people,  but 
from  the  Legislatures,  the  constituted  suthorilie^  those 
only  safe  depositories  of  power,  of  four  or  five  States  of 
this  Union,  where  the  people  ar;B  distinguished  for  their 
sober,  moral,  and  religious  character.  Shall  we  be  told 
that  the  penple  approved  and  encouraged  these  pro- 
ceedings? This,  he  knew,  had  been  said;  but  the  whole 
truth  should  be  told.  So  far  as  the  people  did  partici- 
pate, they  were  stimulated  and  goaded  on  b^  their  lead- 
ers, who  composed  the  constituted  authorities.  Their 
passions  were  inflamed,  their  fears  aroused,  their  cu- 
pidity stimulated,  their  prejudices  appealed  to,  and 
every  art  and  artifice  resorted  to,  aided  by  a  formidable 
array  of  talents,  wealth,  and  ofBcial  station,  to  deceive, 
mislead,  and  hurry  along  the  people  into  their  violent 
and  factious  measures.  The  people  were  not  to  blame; 
the  guilt,  be  it  more  or  less,  must  rest  on  the  heads  of 
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those  vho  deceive<1  and  betrtjr^tl  tliem.  Sir,  it  wu  tbe 
people,  a  minority  of  the  people,  who,  more  tbtn  %ny 
other  eausr,  arreatrd  these  rash  and  danf^erous  meaaures, 
moderated  their  violence,  and  checked  their  exceises. 
During  that  dark  and  gloomy  period  of  (he  late  war,  that 
bold  and  honeat  minority  (de^)iaed,  intuited,  and  abu- 
sed aa  U  was)  breaated  the  storm  of  &etion  at  home,  ral- 
lied around  your  (ioTcrnment  here,  and  strengthened 
the  arm  of  power,  when  weakened  by  wide-spread  dia- 
■fiectiun  and  fnghtfiil  dissensions.  He  was  proud  to  say 
that  be  was  one  of  that  minority. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  at  a  more  recent  period  there  have 
been  clouds  in  another  quarter,  which  have  lowered 
over  us,  portending  evil  to  the  republic  There  have 
been  disorders  and  eonventiom  at  the  Southi  conven* 
tions  originating  from  the  State  aothoritieii,  those  >afe 
depositories  of  power.  He  might  apeak  of  the  character 
and  danger  of  (hose  proceedrngi,  but  he  forbore.  The 
bare  allusion  to  them  answered  hia  purpose,  lie  could 
speak  with  more  freedom  of  transactions  in  his  own  see* 
(ion  of  the  Union. 

The  doctrine  which  he  was  combating  was  at  war 
with  tbe  great  principles  of  the  glorious  American  RevO' 
lution;  and,  if  (rue,  these  Sutes  oug^t  still  to  be  colonies, 
and  all  of  us  subjects  of  Great  Britain.  He  knew  tbat 
was  regarded  as  a  revolutionary  movement,  but  it  was  a 
revolution  founded  on  the  great  principle  of  the  right  of 
tbe  people  to  "  throw  off*  the  forms  to  which  they  bad 
been  accustomed,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their 
Hcurity**— -the  right  to  change  or  abolish  their  Govern- 
ment, and  iiutitute  one  more  in  confbmiiy  to  their 
present  wants.  Whst  is  to  be  feared  from  tbe  peoplef 
What  motives  have  they  to  abuse  the  sovereign  power? 
The  danger  to  our  inalitutions  and  liberties  is  not  from 
llie  people,  but  from  their  sgenis,  the  constituted  au- 
thorities, where  alone  it  is  said  the  sovereign  power  can 
safely  be  reposed.  I'be  danger  is  bere,  in  these  balls, 
and  in  tbe  halls  of  the  State  legislatures. 

In  regard  to  (he  particular  question  before  the  Senate, 
he  had  but  a  word  to  say.  Ifihere  has  been  any  thing  wrong 
or  dangerous  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  the 
wrong  originated  here,  and  the  blame  is  justly  chargea- 
ble upon  Congreaa.  What  they  have  done  has  been  in 
pursuance  of  our  own  law.  Tbe  act  of  liwt  sesuon,  pro- 
viding for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  (he  -Union, 
prescribes  a  condition,  wliich  was,  Hiat  the  boundaries 
we  had  given  to  the  State  should  be  assented  to  by  the 
people  of  Michigan,  through  a  convention  of  delegates 
to  be  chosen  for  that  purpose,  [t  Is  true  the  word 
"Statef'  is  used,  but  that  was  only  descriptive,  for 
Michigan  was  not  then  a  State,  tn  the  ordinary  sense  of 
the  term,  although  she  was  a  State  for  certain  purposes. 
The  assent  was  to  come  from  the  people,  and  through  a 
convention  of  delegates,  to  be  chosen  by  them  for  that 
purpose.  The  act  required  to  be  done  was  altogether 
a  popular  actt  it  was  to  be  an  act  of  the  people  in  their 
primary,  original,  elementary  capacity,  without  any  ref- 
erence to  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  existing  authori- 
ties of  Michigan.  Had  the  assent  been  given  by  the 
first  convention  called  by  the  Legislature,  he  concurred 
with  tbe  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bvchavah,] 
in  tbe  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  valid,  and  a  com- 

iiliance  with  your  law.  The  interference  of  the  Legia- 
ature  did  not  change  (he  duracter  of  the  convention) 
it  was  a  convention  of  the  people,  and  its  assent  would 
have  been  (he  aasent  of  the  people.  But  (he  interference 
of  (he  Legisbture  was  a  mere  matter  of  convenience  or 
fomi]  it  did  not  alter  the  substance  of  the  proceeding, 
for  the  convention  could  derive  none  of  tia  powers  from 
the  Legirialure;  they  came  froro  the  people,  aa  tbe 
fountain  and  source  of  all  political  power.  Your  Uw 
had  referred  the  question  to  them t  and  »hether  they 
belt!  a  convention  accordiog  to  a  rule  presciibed  by  Ihe 
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Legislature,  or  in  some  other  mode,  is  of  no  importance. 
In  either  ease,  (he  question,  and  be  thought  the  only 
questi')n,  is,  have  tlie  people  of  Michigan  given  (lieir 
assentf  This  is  a  mere  question  of  fact.  Was  the  con- 
vention of  Ann  Arbor  a  convention  of  (he  people  of 
HichiKan,  and  autborixed  to  eipress  their  assent  to  the 
boundary  t  Of  this  he  could  aee  no  reason  to  doubt;  we 
have  at  least  prima  fade  evidence  (hat  it  vast  there  i^ 
indeed,  much  stronger  evidence  of  the  fact.  The  cir- 
cumstance that  there  is  no  opposition,  no  remonstrance, 
from  any  portion  of  the  population  of  Michigan,  was,  to 
his  minu,  the  strongest  evidence  that  the  second  con- 
vention did  emanate  from,  and  truly  represent,  (he  peo- 
pie  of  Michigan,  and  had  rightfully  and  properly  given 
their  aasent  to  the  boundary,  as  required  by  the  act  of 
Congress.  He  would  apologize  for  having  detained  tbe 
Senate  much  longer  (tun  be  intended,  and  thanked  them 
for  their  attention. 

Mr.  CRITTBNDRN  said  that  this  was  (he  only  bit)  be 
had  seen  in  that  Senate,  during  hia  term  of  aervlce, 
which  had  a  preamble  attached  to  it.  It  was  his  opin- 
ion (hat  it  «as  wholly  unnecessary.  However,  it  was 
deemed  necessary  by  some  gentlemen,  for  tlie  sake  of 
some  argument  or  elucidation,  to  insert  tbe  preamblei 
but  why,  or  wherefore,  he  did  not  apprehend.  Did  this 
preamble,  he  aiked,  vary  and  alter  the  construction  of 
the  law>  Was  it  not  the  same  with  or  without  it*  Had 
he  been  preaent  when  the  bill  was  reported,  be  would 
have  opposed  the  adoption  of  (he  preamble,  because  it 
did  not  tell  tbe  truth,  and  the  whole  truth.  It  bore  upon 
ita  face  what  tbe  lawyers  called  a  suppretiio  soi.  Now, 
if  the  Senate  were  right  in  supposing  that  the  conven- 
tion of  December  last  was  a  legitimate  and  constitutions! 
assembly,  and  tliat  ita  proceedings  were  valid  and  bind- 
ing, did  the  striking  out  or  retaining  of  tbe  preamble 
affVct  the  deliberations  of  tbe  convention,  one  way  or 
the  other?  He  thought  not.  Michigan  had  precluded 
herself  from  no  right  by  i>,  and  a  right  would  be  binding 
upon  her,  whether  the  preamble  should  be  retained  or 
not.  Was  not  that  very  clear?  Then,  why  retain  it? 
Gentlemen  had  much  better  lay  it  aside,  and,  by  roakmg 
no  allusion  to  it,  they  would  avoid  all  the  questions  upon 
which  they  had  been  so  long  debating.  If  there  was  to 
be  a  preamble  at  all,  it  was  proper,  as  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  HoBBis]  had  said,  (hat  it  should  contain  a 
true  and  complete  history  of  the  whole  proceeding.  He 
(Mr.  C.)  would  vote  for  the  preamble,  provided  all  the 
facts  were  introduced)  or,  if  the  question  should  be 
made,  he  would  vote  for  striking  it  out.  He  thought 
tbat  all  parties  might  consistently  do  that.  He  ezprestcd 
his  anxie[y  for  (he  speedy  admission  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union,  and  said  that  he  was  ihen  prepared  to  vote  for 
(he  bill,  and  (rusted  that  gentlemen  would  ^ncur  with 
him  in  opinion,  that  Ibere  wu  no  necessity  for  tbe  inser- 
tion of  a  preamble. 

Mr.  FULTON  said:  Ur.  President,  it  is  Dot  without 
reluctance  that  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  at 
this  late  hour.  Alter  the  full  and  able  discussion  to 
which  I  have  been  an  attentive  liatener,  and  from  which 
I  have  derived  so  much  instruction,  I  fet\  incapable  of 
shedding  any  new  light  upon  the  subject.  But  before 
the  vote  ia  taken  upon  (he  amendment  proposed  by  the 
honunble  Senator  from  Ohio  to  the  preamble  to  the  bill 
upon  your  table,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  stsle  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  am  compelled  to  rote  for  the  bill, 
with  the  preamble  proposed  by  the  honorable  disirman 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

I  owe  my  (banks,  sir,  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  for  bringing  us  back  to  the  subject  under 
discussion)  and  as  I  shall  confine  myself  strictly  to  the 
points  involved  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill  upon  tbe 
table,  1  desire  not  to  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  tbe 
Senate,  when  its  paliciKe  must  be  »  nearly  exhnato^ 
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in  pretenling;  llie  grounds  wliich  ihtll  determine  my 
vote  upon  tbe  question.    Hjr  renton,  sir*  Tor  preferring 
the  ori{[inal  prekmble  to  the  bill  is,  bfecauae  1  consider 
that  in  this  matter  the  United  Slates  aland  in  the  attitude 
of  a  mediator  between  the  sovereifrn  State  of  Micbifran 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Il- 
linois, on  the  Qiher.  I  believe,  air,  that  the  intervention 
of  Congreu  kt  the  Uat  sesiian,  whether  rightful  or  other- 
witet  Itai  been  the  means  of  bringing  to  a  happy  termi- 
nation •  most  aliirroing  and  difficult  dispute  on  the  sub- 
ject of  boundary  between  sovereign  Stales,  and  which  it 
IS  now  our  duty  to  maintain,  by  all  tbe  means  in  our 
power.    If,  sir,  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able Senatftr  from  Ohio  shall  prevail,  it  will,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  produce  a  doubt  as  to  the  binding  force  of  the 
kct  of  the  Slate  of  Michigan,  in  which  the  has  given  her 
consent  to  the  settlement  uf  the  boundary,  aspropMcd  to 
her  by  Conftres*.    Believing,  sir,  that  the  sovereign 
power  ik  in  the  people  of  Michigan,  I  hold  them  to  be 
capable  of  maLltig  an  entire  new  conttitutiont  and  to  be 
able  to  do  so  without  Tollowing  the  plan  pointed  out  in 
ber  present  constitution  for  amending  that  instrument. 
If  the  people  of  sny  State  in  this  Union  baveadopled  a  con- 
stitution, by  which  they  afterwards  find  they  are  griev- 
otwly  oppressed,  it  ia  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to 
annul  it,  in  a  peaceable  manner  if  passible,  and  to  adopt 
Buch  a  form  of  government  as  they  may  approve  of.  No 
people  are  free,  no  Government  is  democratic,  when  ihe 
great  body  of  such  people  are  forced  to  submit  to  be  op- 
pressed.   But,  air,  even  admitting  that  such  a  change 
nf  Oovernment  as  I  have  mentioned  be  conaidered  rev- 
olutionary, yet  is  it  not  susceptible  of  being  sanctioned 
and  adopted  by  the  sovetvign  pnwer  of  the  State,  and  all 
the  validity  given  to  it,  as  if  it  were  lawful  in  its  origin^ 
But,  sir,  I  consider  that  the  settlement  of  this  bound, 
ary  question  has  nut  changed  the  constitution  of  Michi- 
gan.   It  is  true  that  the  territory  within  which  that  con- 
atltution  is  to  operate,  as  alto  the  people  to  be  governed 
by  it,  are  somewhat  changed)  but  the  form  of  the  Gov- 
ernment itself  is  not  altered  in  any  respect  whatever. 
1  believe,  air,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  State  to  settle 
a  queattoD  of  boundary  by  commissioners,  or  in  any  other 
manner  which  she  may  aulhorizei  and  that,  in  the  pres- 
ent instance,  tbe  people  of  Michigan  have  acted  upon 
the  queatton  in  their  sovereign  CNpacily,  and  have  sol- 
emnly determined,  by  their  delegates  in  convention,  to 
surrender  a  disputed  portion  of  her  territory  upon  their 
southern  border  to  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  llli- 
noisi  and  have  acquired  a  tract  of  country  upon  their 
northern  border,  over  which  the  constitution  of  Michi- 
gan is  now  operating  in  full  forcet  and  that  the  country 
and  the  people  included  within  tbe  limits  established  by 
the  last  convention  now  constitute  the  Stale  of  Michigan. 
I  am  at  z  loss  to  perceive  Ihe  object  aimed  at,  in  wishing 
to  yive  importance  to  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
which  refused  to  act  upon  the  boundary  question.  Its 
being  convened  by  the  majority  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people  cannot  make  it  a  more  valid  convention 
than  the  one  convened  by  the  authority  of  the  people 
Ihemselret.    And,  certainly,  the  last  act  «f  the.pcople  ia 
tbe  one  which  we  ought  to  regard  as  most  obligatory 
upon  them  at  this  lime.    1  am  awarr,  sir,  of  the  diflicul- 
ties  which  existed.    This  boundary  question  bad  well 
nigh  involved  the  contending  parties  in  civil  war.  The 
Federal  Government  bad  interposed,  and  had  endeavor- 
-  ed,  by  all  the  means  in  her  power,  lo  prevent  bloodshed. 
She,  perhaps,  even  claimed  more  power  than  slie  pos- 
sessed, if  she  attempted  to  fix  the  boundaries  of  either  a 
State  or  Territory,  if  such  boundary  had  been  previous- 
ly established.    Slie,  however,  was  performing  the  part 
of  a  peacemaker,  and  in  that  sacred  character  we  should 
regard  her  acts  with  the  utmost  liberality.    I  am,  there- 
fore, prepared  to  give  to  the  act  of  the  last  Ksiion  of 


Congress  all  the  force  it  is  posnble  to  gi\-e  it.  Under 
existing  circumstances,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at-ihrt 
the  people  of  Michigan  at  first  refused  to  yield  their 
consent.  Excited  as  they  were,  and  unwilling  to  give 
up  a  portion  of  territory  they  were  anxious  to  hold,  their 
consent  to  Ihe  change  wa«.  diffieiiU  to  obtain.  After 
cool  and  mature  deliberation,  they  did  at  last  give  their 
consent  to  the  ettablishmeat  of  the  boundary  as  it  had 
been  proposed  lo  them.  And,  sir,  can  It  now  be  ques- 
tioned that  the  people  of  Michigan  conatder  themselves 
bound  hy  the  act  of  the  last  convention  which  fixed  their 
boundaries^  Do  we  hear  a  murmur  from  any  quarter* 
Have  any  portion  of  Ihe  people,  however  small,  protest, 
ed  against  the  proceedings  of  that  convention?  Is  there 
a  single  citizen  of  Michigan  who  a»ks  us  to  Asregard 
the  boundaries  it  has  establiahedf  Not  one,  nr,  aa  far 
aa  I  am  informed. 

Now,  sir,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  Miebigan  wuasover. 
eign  Slate  from  the  moment  that  Congress  acknowledged 
her  as  such,  and  that  she  has  been  induced  for  the  sake 
of  peace,  and  also  to  obtain  ber  weight  in  the  councila 
.  of  the  nation,  to  consent  to  the  establishment  of  the 
limits  by  which  an  unfortunate  dispute  is  forever  put  to 
real  between  her  and  three  of  ber  sister  States,  I  am 
anxious  tliat  every  thing  shall  be  done  on  our  part  to  se- 
cure the  maintenance  of  tbe  bonndariea  so  ealablished, 
and  to  quiet  forever  thia  distracting  question.  I  wish 
to  hold  Michigan  on  tbe  terms  she  has  consented  to,  and 
to  bind  her  to  tbe  observance  of  her  limits,  as  establrslied 
by  the  convention  held  at  Ann  Arbor.  1  am,  therefore, 
extremely  anxious  that  in  the  present  action  of  Congress 
upon  this  subject  we  should  show  to  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan, (for,  sir,  I  consider  ber  in  all  respects  an  independ- 
ent State,  and  capable  of  performinfc  every  act  of  sover- 
eignty which  the  other  Stales  of  this  Union  are  capable 
of,)  that  we  intend  to  hold  her  lo  ihe  boundary  she  has 
now  eatablished.  Michigan  has  fixed  her  boundaries  aa 
an  independent  State,  and  it  therefore  becomes  our  duty 
so  to  act  in  passing  Ihe  bill  lo  entitle  her  representatives  to 
take  their  seats  in  Congress,  as  to  prove  to  her  lliat  we 
consider  her  bound  to  adhere  to  the  boundaries  she  has 
established.  With  these  vit^  1  riiall  support  the  pr» 
amble  attached  to  tbe  bill  presented  by  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  question  of  boundary  was  one  which  properly  be- 
longed to  Ihe  Statea  and  the  Territory  of  Micliigun,  (if 
her  boundaries  had  been  permanently  fixed,)  who  were 
interested  in  the  question.  But  as  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  Michiptn  had  not  been  establishetl.  Congress  had 
the  right  to  define  her  boundaries  at  any  lime  before  ber 
independence  was  acknowtedged*.  After  that  aeknowl- 
edgment  this  right  would  have  ceased  but  ftir  the  con- 
dition prescribed  in  the  act  of  the  last  sessioB  of  Con- 
gress; and,  sir,  the  wisdom  of  that  act  is  now  fully  proved 
by  the  happy  consequences  which  are  about  to  result 
from  it. 

1  entertain  some  views,  Mr.  President,  in  relation  to  tbe 
admission  of  States  into  the  Uidon,  which  perbapsare  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  others.  The  terriloiy  of  the  United 
States  comprehends  all  that  portion  of  country  included 
ttithin  tbe  limits  of  the  United  Stales,  and  all  Ihe  inlubi- 
tants  within  those  boundaries  arc  American  citizens,  and 
cit'zens  of  the  Union.  Whenever  a  portion  of  thisterri- 
torj',  with  the  people  inhabiting  it,  are  organized  into 
a  territorial  form  of  government,  a  dependent  Stale  is 
created  by  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates.  These 
cittsens  lose  none  of  their  rights  as  American  eilixena, 
excepting  that  they  consent,  by  submitting  to  be  citixens 
-of  a  dependent  State,  to  a  temporary  denial  of  certain 
priviieges  which  they  would  have  a  right  lo  exercise  if 
they  were  citizens  of  an  independent  State.  They  are 
formed  into  a  aeparale  community)  tbeir  limits  are,  or 
ought  to  be,, defined,  aod  the righ t^f  jurisdiotiea  vHhin 
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ihow  limits  ii  aamndered  to  tbemi  thef  sre  vetted  with 
IcgiaUtiTe  power,  ind.  by  de^et,  ire  invetted  with  »)] 
the  powers  or  self-g oTernment.  A  eompsol  is  thus  enter- 
ed into  between  the  pu-ent  Governnent  and  the  depen- 
dency, by  which  the  rights  and  privile^  of  the  citizens 
of  the  latter  become  so  completely  vested,  that  any  act 
oa  the  part  of  the  parent  Gorcmment,  ehanpn^  the  Hm* 
iu  or  dHi^iig  thoM  rights^  powers,  and  privileges, 
secured  to  them  by  the  compaet,  or  oi^nic  law,  would 
be  sach  an  act  injustice  aa  would  justify  resistance  on 
Ihe  part  of  the  dependency.  This  embryo  State,  sir, 
the  moment  the  parent  Government  releases  her  from 
the  obligations  imposed  by  the  oi^anie  law,  and  autho- 
rizes her  to  form  fur  herself  her  fundamental  law,  and 
establish  her  own  form  of  government,  becomes  an  in- 
dependent Statet  and  being  within  llie  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  her  citizens  being  AmeHcan  citizenii,  she 
becomes  also  a  member  of  ibe  confederacy.  I'he  Uni> 
ted  Stales  have  only  to  see  that  her  form  ofgoremment 
is  republi(»n,  and  the  State,  in  making  her  constitution, 
forms  It  as  a  member  of  Ihe  confederacy,  under  the 
obltgations  imposed  by  the  conititation  of  the  United 
States. 

To  admit  a  fureifrn  Slate,  Congress  could  not  ael 
upon  the  subject  unless  she  presented  herself  with  a  re- 
publican form  of  govemmenti  bat  of  what  avail  is  it  for 
Congress  to  examine  the  constitution  of  a  State  compo- 
sed of  American  citizens,  who  owe  allegiance  to  the 
Federal  Government,  and  who  are  bound,  in  forming 
their  eonslilulion,  to  make  it  in  strict  conformily  to  the 
requirements  of  the  federal  constitution?  A  State,  in 
making  or  altering  her  constitution,  does  so  at  her  perils 
and  our  only  security  against  a  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion in  this  particjlar  by  any  of  the  Statea  of  this  con- 
fedemcy  is,  that  the  United  Statei  are  bound  to  see  that 
the  eonstitutiona  of  all  the  States  are  republican. 

^  1  connder,  Mr.  Preaidenl,  that  the  delay  which  has  ta- 
ken place,  in  Ihe  acknowledgment  by  Congress  of  the 
rights  of  Michigan,  is  an  act  of  great  injustice  to  her. 
I  conwcler,  air.  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  lo  ac- 
knowledge lier  T^ts,  and  that  every  moment  this  is  de- 
layed we  are  threatening  the  integrity  of  the  Union. 
I(  we  reject  her  now,  or  longer  refuse  to  her  Senators 
and  RepresenUlive  their  right  lo  their  seata  in  Ihe  two 
branches  of  Congress,  we  will  be  guilty  of  an  act  ealeu* 
laled  to  bring,  about  a  dismemberment  of  this  happy 
Union.  We  hare  surrendered  to  her  the  right  of  domain, 
and  the  sovereignly  of  the  soil  within  her  limltsi  and  if 
we  continue  to  persist  in  an  attempt  to  bind  her  by  laws 
which  she  has  no  part  in  making,  she  will  be  justified  in 
setting  herself  up  as  an  independent  foreign  Power)  and 
in  claiming  the  right  of  property  to  all  the  public  lands 
within  her  limits,  and  in  throwing  open  her  ports  to  all 
the  world.  Hiis,  sir,  is  the  dilemma  in  which  we  will 
place  ourselves,  by  refusing  to  acknowledge  the  rights 
of  Michigan.  Let  us,  then,  hasten  the  final  action  upon 
this  subject,  and  pan,  without  further  delay,  the  bill 
upon  your  table. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  MoBEia's  amend- 
ment to  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  Ibe  neg- 
ative, by  yeaa  and  nays,  as  followsi  Teas  18,  niya  33. 

Taaa — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Critten- 
den, Davia,'K«nt,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Muore,  Mor- 
ris Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Sevier,  Southard,  Swift, 
White— 18. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana,  F&1- 
tan,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
Linn,  Nicholas,  Nlles,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Robinson, 
Rufrgle^  Strange.  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  W^ker,  Wall, 
Wright-2J. 

8o  the  amendment  to  the  preamble  wsa  rejected. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  moved  to  stnke  out  the  preamble; 
whidi  BOtioD  was  rejectedi  Ycu  IC^  luya  35— as  follows: 


Yii.8— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bltck,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Critten- 
den, Davis,  Kent,  Knight,  Hoore,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  White— 16. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buclianan,  Dana,  Ful* 
ton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Nicho1as,iNiles,  Page,  Parker, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 35. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  strike  out  the  preamble,  and 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  section  repealing  the  condi- 
tions imposed  on  Michigan  by  the  act  of  the  last  aemioDi 
as  to  her  assent  to  the  boundary  prescribed  in  that  act. 

On  submiiting  this  motion,  Ur.  CALHOUN  moved 
that  the  Senate  adjourn,  in  order  to  allow  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  addreming  tlie  Senate  in  its  support  the  next 
day. 

This  motion  was  lost:  Teas  13,  nays  34— as  follows: 

YsAa— Mews.  Bayard,  Black,  Cslhoun,  Davis,  Kent, 
King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Moore,  Parker,  Prentiss^  Bob- 
bins, Southard,  Swift— 13- 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Btiohanin,  Dana,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hendricki^  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Puge,  Rives^  Robinson,  Uuirgles, 
Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall, 
While,  Wright— .24. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  on  Hr.  CAxnocit'i 
amendment,  and  it  was  lost:  Yeas  13,  nays  35 — as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Davis,  Kent,  Knight, 
Moore,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Southard,  SwiR-, 
White— IS. 

Nats— Heurs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dans,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbsrd,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Nile*,  Page,  Parker, 
Kvea,  Robinson,  Rugglea,  Sevier,  Struigr,  Tallmadge. 
Tipton,  Wallter,  Wall,  Wright— 35. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  when  ihia  bill  had 
been  bef<ire  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  he  had  voted 
against  it;  but  at  that  time  a  bill  was  pending  before  the 
other  House  to  settle  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Ohio)  and  as  the  aame  line  which  constituted  the 
northern  boundary  of  Ohio  would  be  the  southern  bound- 
ary or  Michigan,  he  was  one  of  those  who  thought  that 
Michigan  ought  not  to  be  admitted  as  a  State  till  that 
boundary  was  settled.  While  Michigan  remained  a  Ter- 
ritory, Congress  had  power  to  settle  the  dispute,  and  as- 
sign her  limits,  but  let  her  nnce  be  admitted  as  a  State, 
and  Congress  wou!d  lose  that  power.  Aa  it  could  not 
be  known  with  cerlaitity  whether  the  bill  tiien  pending 
in  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  would  become  a  law  or 
not,  and  as  he  ma  obliged  to  vote  in  the  meanwhilew  he 
coulil  not  reconcile  it  to  his  views  of  propriety  to  receive 
Michigan  white  the  boundary  question  remained  open. 

The  bill  settling  the  boundary,  however,  did  ptfss, 
eventunlly,  into  a  law,  and  was  approved  on  the  23d  June. 
He  approved  of  that  bill,  because  he  believed  that  Con- 
gress had  power  to  fix  the  boundary,  and  that  it  waa 
wise  to  do  it.  That  question  having  been  settled,  the 
case  now  presented  ilaelf  under  a  dinerent  aspect  He 
had  been  opposed  to  the  fweamble  of  the  present  bill, 
because,  to  say  the  leaat,  be  considered  it  doubtful 
whether  the  ftcts  there  recited  were  really  so.  He  had 
been  in  favor  of  .the  first  amendment  of  the  preamble.  J 
Tliat  having  been  rejected,  he  had  then  voted  to  strike 
the  preamble  out  of  the  bill,  but  had  failed  in  that  also. 
Hsv'tng  then  recorded  his  vote  against  the  reasons  put 
forth  by  the  raajorily  in  the  preimble  in  suppint  of  the 
bill,  he  was  now  called  upon  to  vote  on  the  question  of 
its  final  passage,  and  unless  he  saw  further  reason  to 
change  his  opinion,  he  should  vote  in  the  afHrmative. 
He  ^ould  receive  Michigan,  however,  not  for  the  rea-  - 
sons  contained  in  (he  preamble,  for  that  was  no  part  of 
the  law*  nor  did  he  agree  to  th^se  reaaonst  but  oa 
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grounds  whicli,  entirely  independent  of  that  preamble, 
were  itich  is  saii^fied  liis  mind.  The  only  elTect  of  the 
preamble  vu  to  try  to  bind  the  State  of  Michigan  by 
oer  own  consent)  but,  Tor  himaeir,  he  believed  that  Con- 
gren  hafing  settled  the  boundary  line,  it  was  vain  to  at- 
tempt to  compel  the  new  State  to  receive  it  against  her 
oonsent.  He  beFicved  that  a  majorlly  of  the  people,  if 
free  from  duresse,  would  nerer  consenttotliat  boundary; 
be  hoped,  however,  that  the  Stale  being  once  admitted, 
the  dispute  would  end.  -  If,  however,  she  should  unhap- 
pily renew  the  contest,  it  seemed  a  hopeless  case.  Yet 
it  appeared  to  him  unjust  to  bind  a  State,  in  the  act  of 
ila  admission,  to  consent  to  that  to  which,  if  left  free, 
the'State  would  never  agree.  Having  thus  ezplaiaed  the 
reasons  of  his  votr,  he  ahould  give  it  in  bvor  of  the  bill. 

The  question  being  thereupon  taken,  the  bill  wu  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  Yeas  37,  nays 
4— as  follows: 

YxAS^Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  HendrickH,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page, 
Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Rnggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton.  WaUer,  Walt,  While,  Wright— ST. 

NiTS— Measrs.  Bayard,  Calboun,  Davis,  Prcnt  la— 4. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


TnoRaDAT,  Jaitvabt  5. 
ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  admit  Michigan  into  the  Union 
-having  been  read  a  third  time*  and  tlie  question  pending 
being  upon  its  passage, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  addressed  the  Senate  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

-  I -have  (said  Mr.  C.)  been  eonnecled  with  this  Gov- 
ernment more  than  half  its  existence,  in  varioud  capaci- 
ties, and  during  that  long  period  I  have  loolced  on  its 
action  with  attention,  and  have  endeavored  to  nrnke  my- 
self acquainted  with  the  principles  and  character  of  our 
political  institution!^  luid  I  can  truly  say  that  within  that 
lime  no  measure  baa  received  the  sanction  of  Congress 
which  has  appeared  to  me  more  unconstitutional  and 
dangerous  than  the  present.  It  assails  our  political  sys- 
tem in  its  weakest  point,  and  where,  at  this  time,  it  mobt 
requires  defence. 

The  great  and  leading  objections  to  the  bill  rest  main- 
ly on  the  ground  that  Michigan  is  a  Slate.  They  have 
been  felt  by  its  friends  to  have  an  much  weight,  that  its 
advocates  have  been  compelled  to  deny  the  fact,  sa  the 
only  way  of  meeting  the  objections.  Here,  then,  is  the 
main  point  at  issue  between  the  friends  and  theoppor 
nenis  of  the  hill.  It  turnson  a  fact,  and  that  fact  presents 
the  question — is  Michigan  a  Stated 

If  (said  Mr.  C.)  there  ever  was  a  parly  commilled  on 
•  fact,  if  there  ever  was  one  eslopped  from  denying  it, 
that  party  is  the  present  megority  in  the  Senate,  and  that 
fact,  that  Michigan  It  i  State.  It  is  the  very  party  who 
urged  through  this  body,  at  the  last  session,  «  bill  for  the 
admission  oi  the  Slate  of  Michigan,  which  accepted  her 
constitution,  and  declared  in  the  most  explicit  and 
strongest  terms  that  she  was  a  State.  I  will  not  take  up 
the  time  of  tlie  Senate  by  reading  this  solemn  declaration. 
It  has  frequently  been  read  during  this  debate,  and  is 
familiar  to  all  who  hear  me,  and  has  not  been  questioned 
or  denied.  But  it  hsa  been  siid  there  is  a  condition  an- 
nexed to  the  declaration,  with  which  she  must  comply, 
before  she  can  become  a  Stale.  There  is,  indeed,  a  con- 
dition, but  it  has  been  shown  by  my  colleague  and  oth- 
ers, from  the  plain  wording  of  the  act,  that  the  condi- 
tion is  notatlached  to  the  acceptance  of  the  constitution, 
nor  the  declaration  that  she  is  a  Stale,  but  simply  to  her 
idmisiion  into  the  'Union.  I  will  not  repeat  the  ai^u- 
ment,  b<it.  In  order  to  place  the  subject  beyond  coniro* 


versy,  1  shall  recall  to  memory  the  history  of  the  last  sea- 
sion,  as  connected  with  the  admission  of  Hichi|;an.  The 
facts  need  but  to  be  referred  to,  in  order  to  revive  their 
recollection. 

There  were  two  pmnts  proposed  to  be  effected  by  the 
friends  of  the  bill  at  the  last  session.  Tlie  first  was  to 
settle  the  controversy^  as  to  boundary,  between  Uichi* 
gan  and  Ohio,  and  it  was  that  object  alone  which  impo- 
sed  the  condition  that  Michigan  should  assent  to  the 
boundary  prescribed  by  the  act,  as  ihe  condition  of  her 
admission.  But  there  was  another  object  to  be  accom- 
plished. Two  respectable  gentfemen,  who  had  been 
elected  by  the  State  as  Senators,  were  then  waitiiM*  to 
take  their  seats  on  this  Boor;  and  the  other  object  oftbe 
bill  was  to  provide  for  their  taking  tbdr  teats  as  Seni- 
tora  on  the  admiasion  of  the  Slate)  and  for  this  purpoae 
it  was  necessary  to  make  the  positive  and  unconditional 
declaration  that  Michigan  was  a  State,  as  a  Slate  only 
could  choose  Senators,  by  an  express  provision  of  the 
constitution)  and  hence  the  admission  was  made  condi- 
tional, and  tlie  declaration  that  she  was  a  Slate  was 
made  abaolutr,  in  order  to  efiiict  both  objectr.  To 
show  that  I  am  correct,  1  will  ask  the  Secretaiy  to  read 
the  third  section  of  the  bill. 

[  i'he  section  was  read  accordingly,  as  follows: 

*'  Sic.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  as  a  com- 
pliance with  the  fundamental  condition  of  admission  con- 
tained in  the  last  preceding  section  of  this  act,  the  bound- 
aries of  the  said  State  of  Michigan,  as  in  that  section 
described,  declared,  and  established,  shall  receive  the 
aaaent  of  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple of  said  Slate,  for  the  aole  purpose  of  giving  the  as- 
sent  herein  required)  and  as  soon  as  the  assent  herein 
required  shall  be  given,  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  shall  announce  the  same  by  proclamation;  and 
thereupon,  and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  Congress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  the 
Union,  as  one  of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  on  an 
equal  fooling  with  the  original  States  in  all  respecta 
whatever,  shall  be  considered  as  complete,  and  the  Sen- 
ators and  Representative  who  have  been  elected  by  the 
said  State,  as  its  representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  take  their  seals  in  the 
Senate  and  House  or  Representatives,  respectively,  with- 
out further  delay."] 

Mr.  Calbouk  then  at^ked.  Does  not  every  Senator 
see  Ihe  two  objects — the  one  to  leltle  the  boundary,  and 
the  other  to  admit  her  Senators  to  a  teat  in  this  bodyi 
_and  that  the  section  is  so  worded  as  to  effect  both,  in  tbe 
'manner  I  have  stated?  If  this  needed  conilrnMtton,  it 
would  find  it  in  the  debate  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
when  the  ground  was  openly  taken  by  the  present  ma- 
jority, that  M'chigan  had  a  right  to  form  her  constitution, 
under  the  ordinance  of  1787,  without  our  consent)  and 
that  she  was,  of  right,  and  in  bet,  a  State,  beyond  our 
control. 

I  will  (said  Mr.  C.)  explain  my  own  views  on  this 
point,  in  order  that  the  consistency  of  my  course  at  the 
last  and  present  session  may  be  clearly  seen. 

My  opinion  was,  and  still  is,  that  the  movement  of  the 
people  of  Michigan,  in  forming  for  themselves  a  State 
constitution,  without  waiting  for  the  assent  of  Congress, 
was  revolutionary,  as  it  threw  off  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  over  the  Territory)  and  that  we  were  left 
at  liberty  to  treat  the  proceedings  as  revolutionary,  and 
to  remand  her  to  her  territorial  condition,  or  to  waive 
the  irregularity,  and  to  recognise  what  was  done  at 
righlfuUy  done,  as  our  authority  alone  was  concerned. 

My  impression  was,  that  the  former  was  the  proper 
course)  but  I  also  thought  that  the  act  remanding  her 
back  should  contain  our  auent  in  the  usual  manner  for 
her  to  form  a  constitution,  and  thut  to  leave  her  free  va 
become  a  State.   This^  however,  was  overruled.  The 
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cqipofite-  opinion  prevailed,  that  she  had  a  perfect  right 
to  do  what  she  had  done,  and  that  she  was,  as  I  have  sta- 
ted, a  State,  both  in  fict  and  right,  and  tbat  we  had  no  con- 
trol over  hcri  and  our  act  accordingly  recognised  ber  as 
■  ETtate,  from  the  time  she  had  adopted  Iter  constitution, 
snd  admitted  ber  into  the  Union  on  the  condition  of  her 
■Menting  to  the  prescribed  boundaries.  Having  thus 
Bolemnly  recognised  ber  as  a  Slate,  we  cannot  now  undo 
what  was  then  done.  Tltere  were,  in  fact,  many  irreg- 
ularities in  the  proceedings,  all  of  which  were  urged  in 
Tsin  against  its  passage^  but  tbe  presidenliBl  election 
was  tun  pendinji,  and  the  vote  or  Uicbigan  was  con- 
sidered of  BuSicient  weight  to  overrule  all  objections, 
and  comet  all  irregularities.  They  were  all  according- 
ly overruled,  and  we  cannot  now  go  bsck. 

Such  was  the  course  and  such  the  acts  of  the  majority 
at  the  last  sesion.  A  few  short  months  have  since  pass- 
ed. Other  objrcls  are  now  to  be  effected,  and  all  is 
foi^otten  as  completely  as  if  they  had  never  existed. 
The  very  Senators  who  then  forced  the  act  through,  on 
the  ground  that  Michigan  was  a  State,  hare  wheeled 
ebmpletely  round,  to  serve  the  present  purpose,  and 
taken  directly  the  opposite  gruund!  We  live  in  strange 
and  inconsisltnt  limes.  Opinions  are  taken  up  and  laid 
down,  as  suils  the  occasion,  without  hesitation,  or  the 
aliglitest  regard  to  principles  or  consistency.  It  indi- 
cates an  unsound  stale  of  the  public  mind,  prrgnant  with 
future  disasters. 

I  turn  to  the  position  now  assumed  by  tlie  uiajoriiy,  to 
■uit  the  present  occasion;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  it  will  be 
Ibund  as  false  in  fact,  and  as  erroneous  in  principle,  as 
it  is  inconsistent  with  that  maintained  at  the  last  session. 
They  now  take  the  ground  that  Michigan  is  not  a  State, 
and  cannot,  in  fact,  be  a  Stale,  till  she  is  admitted  into 
the  Unioni  and  this  on  the  broad  principle  that  a  Terri- 
tory cannot  become  a  State  till  admitted.  Such  is  the 
poMtion  distinctly  taken  by  several  of  the  friends  of  this 
bil',  and  implied  in  the  arguments  of  nearly  all  who  have 
spoken  in  its  favor.  In  fact,  its  advocates  had  no  choice. 
As  untenable  as  it  is,  they  were  forced  on  this  desperate 
position.    They  had  no  other  which  tht;y  could  occupy. 

I  have  shown  that  it  is  directly  in  the  face  of  the  law 
of  the  last  session,  and  that  it  denies  the  recorded  sets  of 
those  who  now  maintain  tbe  position.  I  now  go  fur- 
ther, and  assert  that  it  Is  in  direct  opposition  to  plain 
and  unqueMioiiable  matter  of  fact.  There  is  no  fact 
more  certain  than  that  Michigan  is  a  State.  She  is  in 
the  full  exercise  of  sovereign  authority,  with  a  Legisla- 
ture and  a  Chief  Magistrate.  She  passes  laws;  she  exe- 
cutes themj  she  regulates  titles;  and  even  lakes  away 
life — all  on  her  own  authority.  Ours  has  entirely  ceas- 
ed over  her;  and  yet  there  are  those  who  can  deny,  with 
all  theae  facts  before  thent,  that  she  is  a  State.  They 
might  as  well  deny  the  existence  of  this  hall!  We  have 
long  since  assumed  unlimited  control  over  the  constitu- 
tion, to  twist,  and  turn,  and  deny  it,  as  it  suited  our  pur- 
pose. And  it  would  seem  that  we  are  presumptuously 
attempting  to  assume  like  supremacy  over  facts  them- 
selves, as  if  their  existence  or  non-existence  depended 
on  our  volition.  1  speak  freely.'  Tlie  occasion  de- 
mands tbat  the  truth  should  be  boldly  uttered. 

But  those  who  may  not  regard  their  own  recorded  acli, 
nor  tbe  plain  bcla^  of  the  case,  may  possibly  feel  the 
awkward  condition  in  which  coming  events  may  shortly 
place  them.  The  admission  of  Michigan  is  not  the  only 
point  involved  in  the  passage  %f  this  bill.  A  question 
win  follow,  which  may  be  presented  to  the  Senate  in  a 
very  few  days,  as  to  the  right  of  Mr.  Norvell  and  Mr. 
Lyon,  the  two  respectable  genllemennvho  have  been 
elected  Senators  by  Michigan,  to  take  llieir  seats  in  Ihii 
ball.  The  deciwon  of  this  question  will  require  a  more 
sudden  facing  about  than  liaa  been  yet  witnessed.  It  re- 
quired seven  or  eight  months  for  the  majority  to  wheel 


a>iout  from  the  position  maintained  at  the  last  session,  to 
that  taken  at  this,  but  there  may  not  be  allowed  them 
now  as  many  days  to  wheel  back  to  the  old  position. 
These  gentlemen  cannot  be  refused  their  seats  after  the 
admission  of  the  State,  by  those  gentlemen  wbv  passed 
the  act  of  the  last  session.  It  provides  fur  the  case.  I 
now  put  it  to  the  friends  of  this  bill,  and  I  ask  them  to 
weigh  the  question  deliberately — to  bring  it  home  to 
their  bosom  and  conscience  before  they  answer— can  a 
Territory  elect  Senators  toCongresa?  The  constitution 
is  express.  Stales  only  can  choose  Senators.  Were 
not  these  gentlemen  chosen  long  before  the  sdmiawon  of 
Michigan,  before  the  Ann  Arbor  meeting,  and  while 
Michigan  wai,  according  to  the  doctrines  of  the  friends 
of  this  bill,  a  Territory?  Will  they,  in  the  face  of  the 
conslitution,  which  they  are  sworn  to  support,  admit  as 
Senators  on  this  floor  those  who,  by  their  own  state- 
ment, were  elected  by  a  Territory'  These  questions 
may  soon  be  presented  fordecision.  The  majority,  who 
are  forcing  this  bill  through,  are  already  committed  by 
the  act  of  the  last  session,  and  I  leave  them  to  reconcile, 
as  ihey  can,  the  ground  they  now  take  with  the  vote 
they  muat  give  when  the  question  of  Iheir  right  to  lake 
their  seats  ii  presented  for  decision. 

A  total  disregard  of  all  principle  and  consistency  has 
so  entangled  this  subject,  lhai  there  is  but  one  mode  left 
of  extricating  ourselves  without  trampling  the  constitu- 
tion in  the  dust;  and  that  is,  to  return  back  to  where  we 
stood  when  the  qaestion  was  firtt  presented;  to  acquiesce 
in  tbe  right  of  Michigan  to  form  a  constitution,  and  erect 
herself  into  a  State,  under  the  ordinance  of  1787;  and  to 
repeal  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  last  aetsion  as  prescri- 
bed the  condition  on  which  she  was  to  beadmiited.  This 
was  tbe  object  of  the  amendment  that  I  offered  last  eve- 
ning, in  order  to  relieve  the  Senate  from  its  present  di- 
lemma. The  amendment  involved  the  merits  of  the 
whole  ease.  It  was  too  late  in  the  day  for  discussion,  and 
I  asked  for  indulgence  till  to-day,  that  I  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  presenting  my  views.  Under  the  iron 
rule  of  the  present  msjority,  the  indulgence  was  refu- 
sed, and  the  bill  ordered  to  its  third  reading;  and  I  have 
been  thus  compelled  to  address  the  Senate  when  it  is  too 
late  to  amend  the  bill,  and  after  a  majority  have  commit- 
ted themselves  both  as  to  its  principles  and  details. 
New  as  such  proeeedings  are  in  this  bo^,  1  complain 
nut.  I,  as  one  of  the  minority,  a^k  no  favors.  AH  I 
ask  is,  thst  the  constitution  be  not  violated.  Hold  it  sa- 
cred, and  1  shall  be  the  last  to  complain. 

1  now  retuin  to  the  assumption  that  a  Territory  can- 
not become  a  State  till  admitted  into  the  Union,  which  is 
now  relied  on  with  so  muoh  confidence  to  prove  that 
Michigan  is  not  a  State.  I  reverse  the  position.  I  as- 
sert the  opposite,  that  a  Territory  cannot  be  admitted 
till  she  becomes  a  State;  and  In  this  1  atand  on  ifae  au- 
thority of  the  constitution  itself,  which  expressly  limits 
Ihe  power  o9  Congress  to  admitting  new  States  into  tbe 
Union.  But  if  the  constitution  had  been  silent,  he 
would  indeed  be  ignorant  of  the  character  of  our  politi- 
cal system  who  did  not  see  that  Slates,  sovereign  and  in- 
dependent communities,  and  not  Territories,  can  only 
be  admitted.  Ours  is  a  Union  of  States,  a  federal  re- 
public. States,  and  nut  Territories,  form  its  component 
parts,  bound  together  by  a  solemn  league,  in  Ihe  form 
of  a  c'institutional  compHct.  In  coming  into  tbe  Union, 
Ihe  State  pledges  its  faith  to  this  sacred  compact;  an  act 
which  none  but  a  sovereign  and  independent  communi- 
ty is  competent  to  perform;  and,  of  course,  a  Territory 
must  first  be  raised  to  that  condition  before  she  can  take 
her  Bland  among  the  confederated  Siales  of  our  Union. 
How  un  a  Territory  pledge  its  faith  to  the  constitution? 
It  has  no  will  of  Its  own.  Tou  give  it  all  its  powers 
and  you  can  at  pleasui-e  overrule  all  ber  actions.  If 
she  enten  as  a  T«rritory,^lie  act  is  yours,  not  bers.  Her 
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content  'n  nothing:  without  your  BUthority  and  nnelion. 
Can  ynu,  can  Conf^rru,  become  a  p*rty  to  the  conitilu- 
tionai  compact?   How  absurd. 

Rut  I  am  told,  if  this  he  so,  if  a  Territory  must  bscome 
a  State  before  it  can  be  admitted,  it  would  follow  thitt 
she  miffht  refuse  to  enter  the  Union  after  the  had  ac- 
quired the  right  of  acting  fur  herielf.  Certwnly  she  may. 
A  State  eannot  be  forcrd  into  the  Union.  She  must 
oome  in  by  her  own  free  assent,  given  in  her  highest 
sovereign  capacity,  through  a  convention  of  the  people . 
of  the  State.  Such  is  the  constitutional  provision;  and 
those  who  make  the  objection  must  overlook  both  the 
constitution  and  the  elementary  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment, of  which  the  right  of  aelf-government  is  ihe  first] 
the  right  of  every  people  to  form  their  .own  Go?emmen', 
and  to  determine  their  political  condition.  This  is  the 
doctrine  on  which  nur  fathers  acted  in  oiir  glorious  Rev* 
□lution,  which  has  dune  more  for  the  cause  of  liberty 
throughout  the  world  than  any  event  within  the  record 
of  bisiory,  and  on  which  the  Government  has  acted  from 
the  flrst,  as  regards  all  that  puriion  of  our  extensive  ter> 
rilory  that  lies  beyond  the  limits  of  the  original  states. 
Read  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  Ihe  various  acts  fur  the 
admission  of  new  States,  and  you  will  find  the  principle 
invariably  recognised  and  acted  on,  to  the  present  un* 
happy  instance,  without  any  departure  fr' m  it,  except 
in  the  case  of  Missouri.  The  admiHsion  of  Michigan  is 
destined,  I  ft-ar,  to  mark  a  great  change  in  the  history 
of  the  admission  of  new  States,  a  total  departure  from 
the  old  usage,  and  the  noble  principle  of  seirgovemment 
on  whicli  that  usige  was  founded.  Every  thing*  thui 
f^r,  haa  been  Irregular  and  monstrous  connected  with 
her  admiuion.  I  trust  it  is  not  ominous.  Surrounded 
by  lakes  within  her  natural  limits,  (which  ought  not  to 
have  been  deparied  from,)  p  issessed  of  fertile  wil  and 
genial  climmte,  with' every  prospect  of  wealth,  puwer, 
and  in6uence,  who  but  must  regret  that  site  should  be 
ushered  into  the  Union  in  a  manner  so  irregular  and 
unworthy  of  her  future  destiny. 

But  1  will  waive  these  objections,  constitutional  and 
all.  I  will  suppose,  with  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  that 
a  Territory  cannot  become  a  State  till  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Assuming  all  this,  I  ask  them  to  explain  to  me 
how  the  mere  act  of  admission  can  transmute  a  Territory 
into  a  State?  By  whose  authority  would  she  be  made  a 
Slate?  By  ours?  How  can  we  make  a  State?  We  can 
form  a  Territnry;  we  can  admit  Statet  into  the  Union; 
but,  I  repeal  the  question,  how  can  we  make  •  State?  1 
bad  supposed  this  Government  was  the  creature  of  the 
Statei— formed  by  their  authority,  and  dependent  on 
their  will  for  their  existence.  Can  the  creature  form  the 
creator?  If  not  by  our  authority,  then  by  whose.'  Not 
by  her  own:  that  would  be  absurd.  The  very  act  of  ad- 
Oiisiion  makes  her  a  member  of  the  confederacy,  with  no 
other  or  greater  power  than  ia  possessed  by  all  the 
othent  all  of  whom,  united,  cannot  oreate'a  SUte.  By 
what  process,  then,  by  what  authority,  can  a  Territory 
become  a  State,  if  not  one  before  admitted  ?  Who  can 
explain?  Hdw  full  of  diffieultrea,  comparrd  to  the  long, 
established,  simple,  and  noble  process  which  has  pre- 
vailed to  the  present  instant.  According  to  old  usagp, 
the  General  Government  first  withdraws  its  aulliority 
over  a  certain  portion  of  its  territory,  as  soon  as  it  haa  a 
sufficient  population  to  constitute  a  State.  They  are 
thus  left  to  themselves  freely  to  form  a  conititution,  and 
to  ezeroiae  the  noble  right  of  self-government.  They 
then'pretent  their  constitution  to  Congress,  and  ask  the 
privilege  (for  one  it  is  of  the  highest  character)  to  be- 
come  a  member  of  this  glorious  confederacy  of  States. 
The  constitution  is  examined,  and,  if  republican,  as  re- 
quired by  the  federal  constitution,  she  Is  admitted,  with 
nu  other  condition  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  to 
secure  the  authority  of  Congreai  over  the  public  domain 


within  her  limits.  This  is  the  old,  the  established  form, 
inst'luted  by  our  ancestors  of  the  Revolution,  who  so  well 
understood  the  great  principles  of  liberty  and  self-^v* 
ernment.  How  simple)  how  sublime!  What  a  contrast 
to  the  doctrines  of  the  present  day,  and  the  precedent 
which,  I  fear,  we  are  about  to  eaUblish!  And  iball  ve 
fear,  so  longaa  these  aound  principles  are  observed,  thU 
a  Stale  will  reject  this  high  privilege— will  refuse  to 
enter  this  Union?  No;  she  will  rush  into  your  embraee^ 
so  long  as  your  institutions  are  worth  preserving.  When 
the  advantages  of  the  Union  aliall  have  become  a  matter 
of  calculation  and  doubt,  when  new  States  shall  pause  to 
determine  whether  the  Union  is  a  curse  or  blefsing,  the 
question  which  now  sgitatea  us  will  cease  to  have  my 
importance. 

Having  now,  ]  trust,  establiahec,  beyond  all  controver- 
sy,  that  Michigan  is  a  State,  1  ci>me  to  the  great  point  at 
issue — to  the  decision  of  which  all  that  has  been  said  is 
but  preparatory — had  the  self-created  assembly  which 
met  at  Ann  Arbur  the  authority  lo  speak  in  the  name  of 
the  people  of  Michigan,  to  assent  lo  the  conditions  con- 
tained in  the  act  of  the  last  aession,  to  supersede  a  por- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  and  to  overrule  tbe 
diasent  of  the  convention  of  the  people,  regularly  called 
by  the  constituted  aulhorities  of  the  State,  to  the  condi- 
tion of  admission'  t  shall  not  repeat  what  1  said  when  [ 
Brst  addressed  Ihc  Senate  on  this  bill.  We  all,  by  this 
time,  know  the  character  of  that  assemblage;  that  it  met 
without  the  aanction  of  the  authorities  of  the  &tate,[and 
that  it  did  not  pretend  to  repreaent  one  third  of  tbe  peo- 
ple. We  all  know  that  the  State  had  regularly  conveaed 
a  convention  of  the  people,  expressly  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  condition  on  which  it  was  proposed  lo  admit 
her  into  the  Union,  and  that  the  convention,  after  full 
deliberaiion,  had  declined  to  give  its  assent  by  a  con- 
siderable msjurity.  With  a  knowledge  of  all  these  fact^ 
I  put  the  question — had  the  assembly  a  right  to  act  fur 
Itie  State?  Was  it  a  convention  of  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan, in  the  true,  legal,  and  constitutional  sense  of  that 
term?  Is  there  one,  within  the  limits  of  my  voice,  that 
can  lay  his  hand  on  his  breast,  and  honestly  say  it  was? 
Is  there  one  that  does  not  feel  that  it  was  neither  more 
nor  less  than  a  mere  caucus — nulhing  but  a  party  cau- 
cus— of  which  we  h:ive  the  strongest  evidence  in  the 
perfect  unanimity  of  those  who  assembled?  Not  a  vote 
was  given  against  admission.  Can  there  be  stronger 
proof  that  it  was  a  meeting  got  up  by  party  nucbinety* 
for  patty  purpose? 

But  I  go  further.  It  was  not  only  a  parly  caucus,  for 
party  purpnse,  but  a  criminal  meeting— a  meeting  to 
subvert  the  authority  of  the  State,  and  lo  assume  its 
sovereignty.  I  know  not  whether  Michigan  has  yet 
passed  laws  to  gu»rd  her  sovereignty.  U  may  be  that 
she  has  nut  had  time  to  enact  laws  for  this  purpose, 
which  no  community  ia  long  withoutt  but  I  do  aver,  if 
there  be  such  au  act,  or  if  the  common  law  be  in  force 
in  the  State,  the  actors  in  that  meeting  might  be  indict- 
ed, tried,  and  punished,  for  the  very  aot  on  which  it  it 
now  proposed  t^  admit  the  Slate  into  the  Union.  If 
Buch  a  meeting  aa  this  were  to  undertake  to  apeak  in 
Ihe  name  of  South  Carolina,  we  would  speedily  teach 
its  authors  what  tliey  owed  to  the  authority  and  dignity 
of  the  State.  The  act  was  not  only  in  contempt  oi  the 
authority  of  Ihe  State  of  Michigan,  but  a  direct  insult  on 
this  Government.  Here  is  a  aelf^created  meeting,  coa- 
vened  fur  a  criminal  object,  which  baa  dared  to  present 
to  this  Government  an  act  of  theirs,  and  to  expect  tnat 
we  are  lo  receive  Ihia  irregular  and  criminal  act  as  a 
fulfilment  of  the  cundiiion  »hich  we  had  prescribed  for 
the  admission  of  the  StHte!  Yet,  1  fear,  forgetting  our 
own  dignity  and  the  rights  of  Michigan,  that  ive  ars 
about  to  recngnise  the  validity  of  tbe  act*  and  quietly  to 
submit  to  the  iosull. 
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The  yemr  1836  (mM  Ur.  C.)  it  deititied  to  mtrk  the 
most  remarkftble  change  in  our  politietl  inatllotions, 
Mnee  the  idoptlon  of  the  constitution.  The  event*  of 
the  year  hkTe  made  a  deeper  innovation  on  the  princi- 
ple! of  the  constitution,  and  evinced  a  Btronger  tendency 
to  revohition,  than  any  which  have  occurred  froin  itt 
ad<^tion  to  the  preient  day.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  C,  addres- 
nog  the  Vice  Preaident,)  duty  compels  me  to  speak  of 
Acta  intimaiely  connected  with  yourseir.  In  deference 
loyourfeelingf  u  pretidinjf  officer  of  the  body,  I  aliall 
■peak  of  them  with  all  posnble  reserve,  macb  more  re- 
serve than  I  should  otherwise  have  done  tf  you  did  nut 
occupy  that  seat.  Among  the  first  of  these  events, 
which  I  shall  notice,  is  (he  caucus  of  Baltimore;  that  too, 
like  the  Ann  Arbor  caucus,  has  been  dignified  with  the 
name  of  the  convention  of  the  people.  Thia  caucus 
wsfl  got  up  under  the  countenance  snd  express  authori- 
ty of  the  President  himselft  and  its  edict,  appointing  you 
his  successor,  hu  been  sustained,  not  only  by  the  whole 
patronage  and  power  of  the  Government,  but  by  his  ac* 
tive  personal  influence  and  exertion.  Throu($h  its  in- 
strumentality he  has  succeeded  in  controllinij  the  vuice 
of  the  people,  and  for  the  fin>t  time  the  President  has 
appointed  bis  succesior;  and  thus  the  first  great  step  of 
convming  our  Government  intoa  monarchy  has  been 
achieved.  These  are  solemn  and  ominous' facts.  No 
one  who  has  examined  the  result  of  the  last  election  can 
doubt  their  truth.  It  is  now  certain  that  you  are  not 
the  free  and  unbiased  choiee'  of  the  people  of  these 
United  States.  If  left  to  your  own  popularity,  without 
the  active  and  direct  influence  of  the  Presklent,  and  the 
power  and  patronage  of  the  Government,  acting  through 
a  mock  convention  of  the  people,  instead  of  the  highest, 
you  would  in  all  probability  have  been  the  lowest  of  the 
candidates. 

During  the  same  year,  the  Bute  in  which  thU  ill-omen- 
ed caucus  convened  has  been  agitated  by  revolutionary 
movements  of  the  moat  alarming  character.  Aaiiuming 
(he  dangerous  doctrines  that  they  were  not  bound  to 
obey  the  injunctions  of  Ihe  constitution,  because  it  did 
not  place  the  powers  of  Ihe  Slate  in  the  hands  of  an  un- 
ctiecked  numerical  majority,  the  eirctnrs  belonging  to 
the  partj'  of  the  Baltimore  caucus  who  bad  been  chosen 
to  appomt  the  State  Senator!  refused  to  perform  the 
functions  fbr  which  they  had  been  elected,  with  the  de- 
liberate intention  to  lubvert  the  Government  of  the 
Slate,  and  reduce  her  to  the  territorial  condition,  till  a 
new  Gorernment  could  be  formed.  And  now  we  have 
before  us  a  measure  not  lesa  revolulionai  y,  but  of  an  op- 
ponte  character.  In  the  ease  of  Har> land,  those  who 
undertook,  without  the  authority  of  law  or  constitution, 
to  apeak  and  act  in  Ihe  name  of  the  people  of  the  State, 
propvsed  to  place  her  out  of  the  Union  by  reducing  her 
ftwn  a  Slate  to  a  Territory;  but  in  tbts,  those  who  in  like 
manner  undertook  to  act  for  Michigan  have  assumed 
the  authority  to  bring  her  into  the  Union  without  her 
•  consent,  on  the  very  condition  which  she  had  rejected 
by  a  convention  of  the  perple  convened  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Stale.  If  we  shall  aanction  the  authority 
of  the  Michigan  caucus,  to  forced  State  into  the  Union 
wUbont  He  aasent,  why  might  we  not  here  sanction  a 
riniiar  eaucoi  in  Maryland,  if  one  had  been  called,  to 
place  the  State  out  of  the  Union? 

Tbeae  occurrences,  which  have  distinjruiihed  the  past 
year,  mark  the  commencement  of  no  ordinary  change  in 
our  political  system.  They  announce  the  ascendency  of 
the  caucus  system  over  the  regularly  constituted  authori- 
liea  of  the  country,  I  have  long  anticipated  lliis  event. 
Id  early  life  my  attention  was  attracted  to  the  working 
of  the  caucus  system.  It  waa  my  fortune  to  spend  five 
or  six  years  of  my  youth  in  the  Northern  portion  of  the 
Union,  where,  unfortunately,  the  system  has  so  long  pre- 
ntted.  Though  younf,  l  was  oM  enough  to  take  inter- 


est in  public  afTaira,  and  to  notice  the  working  of  this 
odious  party  machi  ne ;  and  after  reflection,  with  the  experi- 
ence then  acquired,  has  long  satisfied  me  that,  in  the 
course  of  time,  the  edicts  oftiie  caucus  would  eventually 
supersede  the  authority  of  law  and  constitution.  We 
have  at  last  arrived  at  the  commencement  of  thia  great 
change,  which  isdeslined  to  go  on  till  it  bus  consummated 
itself  in  the  entire  overthrow  of  all  legal  and  constitution- 
al  authority,  unless  speedily  and  eflWctually  resisted. 
The  reaaon  isobviotui  for  <d>edience  and  disobedience 
to  the  edicts  of  Ihe  caucus,  where  the  ayatem  is  firmly 
established,  are  more  certainly  and  effectually  rewarded 
aiid  punished,  than  to  the  taws  and  constitution.  Dis- 
obedience to  the  former  is  sure  to  be  foDon  ed  by  com- 
plete political  disfranchisement.  It  deprives  the  unfor- 
tunate individual  who  falls  under  its  vengeance  of  all 
public  honors  and  emoluments,  and  consigns  him,  if  de- 
pendent on  the  Government,  to  poverty  and  obacurtty; 
while  he  who  bow!  down  before  its  mandates,  it  matters 
not  bow  monstrou!,  !eeuresto  himself  the  honors  of  the 
Stale — becomes  rich,  and  distinguished,  and  powerful. 
OIHces,  jobs,  snd  contract*,  flow  on  him  and  his  connex- 
ions. But  to  obey  the  law  and  respect  the  constitution, 
for  the  most  part,  brings  little  except  the  approbation  of 
conscience — a  reward  indeed  hi){h  and  noble,  and  prized 
by  the  virtuous  above  all  others,  but  unfortunately  little 
valued  by  the  msiss  of  msiikind.  It  is  easy  to  see  what 
must  he  the  end,  unlew<,  indeed,  an  effective  remedy  be 
applied.  Are  we  so  bhnd  as  not  to  see  In  this  why  it  is 
thut  the  advocates  of  this  bill — the  friends  of  the  system — 
are  so  tenacious  on  the  point  that  Michigan  should  be  ad- 
mitted on  the  authority  of  the  Ann  Arbor  caucus,  and  no 
other?  Do  we  nut  see  why  the  amendment  proposed 
by  myself  to  admit  her  by  rescinding  the  condition  im- 
pn'«d  at  the  last  session  ahould  be  so  atrenuously  opposed 
Why,  even  the  preamble  would  nnl  be  surrenderefl, 
though  many  of  our  friends  were  willing  to  vote  for  the 
bill  on  that  alight  eonecsMon,  in  their  anxiety  to  admit 
the  State. 

And  here  let  me  say  that  I  listened  with  aMen'iDn  to 
the  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cnir- 
TE^DKIT.]  I  know  the  clearness  of  his  understanding, 
and  the  soundness  of  his  heart,  and  1  am  perauadcd,  in 
declaring  that  his  objedion  to  the  bill  waa  coiifined  to 
the  preamble,  that  he  has  not  investigated  the  subject 
with  the  attention  it  deserves.  I  feel  the  objeciions  to 
the  preamble  are  not  without  some  weight)  but  the  true 
and  insuperable  objections  lie  far  deeper  in  the  fitcts  of 
the  case,  which  would  still  exist  were  Ihe  preamble  ex- 
punged. It  is  titese  which  render  it  inpossib'e  to  pau 
Iliis  bill  without  tramplinir  under  foot  the  rights  of  the 
Slates,  and  subverting  the  first  principles  of  our  Goveni- 
ment.  It  would  require  but  a  few  steps  mure  tu  efl'ect 
a  complete  revolution,  and  tlie  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina lias  taken  the  first.  I  will  explain.  If  you  wish  tu 
mark  the  first  indications  of  a  revolutiun,  the  commence- 
ment of  those  profound  changes  in  the  charucter  of  a 
people  which  are  working  beneath,  before  a  ripple  ap- 
pears on  the  surface,  look  to  the  change  of  Unguaget 
you  will  first  notice  it  in  the  alter^  meaning  of  impor- 
tant words,  and  which,  as  it  indicates  a  change  in  the 
feelings  snd  principles  of  the  people,  become  in  turn  a 
powerful  instrument  in  accelerating  the  change,  till  an 
entire  revolution  is  effected.  The  remarks  of  the  Sena- 
tor will  illustrate  what  I  have  said.  He  told  us  that  the 
terms  "convention  of  the  peopU"  were  of  very  uncer- 
tain meaning,  and  difficult  to  be  difinedj  but  that  ibeir 
true  meaning  war,  any  meeting  of  the  people  in  their 
individual  and  primary  character,  for  political  purpose. 
I  know  it  is  difficult  to  define  complex  termi*,  that  is,  to 
enumerate  all  the  ideas  that  belong  to  them,  and  exclucfe 
all  that  do  not;  but  there  is  always,  in  the  most  complex, 
gome  prondnent  idea  which  marks  the  meaniRg  of  the 
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term,  and  in  leUtion  to  which  there  ts  usually  no  diu- 
greement.  Thus,  according  to  the  old  meaning,  (and 
which  I  had  sUll  suppDsetl  waa  its  legal  and  constilution- 
at  meaning,)  a  convention  of  the  people  invariably  im> 

Clied  a  meeting  of  the  people,  either  by  themselves,  or 
y  delegates  expressly  chosen  for  the  pnrpose,  in  their 
high  sovereign  auth<H-ity,  in  express  contradistinction  to 
such  assemblies  of  individuals  in  their  private  character, 
or  having  only  derivative  authority.  It  ifi,  in  a  word,  a 
meeting  of  Ihe  people  in  the  majesty  of  their  power—in 
that  in  which  ihey  may  rightfully  make  or  abolish  consli- 
liilions,  and  put  up  or  put  down  Governments  at  their 
pleasure.  Such  was  the  august  conception  which  for- 
merly entered  the  mind  of  every  American  when  the 
terms  •*  convention  of  the  people"  were  used.  But  now, 
according  to  Ihe  Ideas  of  the  dominant  party,  as  we  are 
told  on  the  authorityof  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
it  means  aiw  meeting  of  individuals  for  political  purpo- 
aes,  and,  of  course,  applies  to  the  meeting  at  Ann  Ar- 
bor,  or  any  other  party  caucua  for  party  purpose?, 
which  the  leaders  choose  to  designate  as  a  convention  of 
the  people.  U  it  thus  the  highest  authority  known  to 
our  laws  and  constitution  is  gradually  sinking  to  the 
level  of  those  meetings  which  regulate  the  operation  of 

fiolilical  partie*,  «nd  through  which  the  edic'a  of  their 
eailers  are  announced,  and  their  authority  enforcedt  or, 
rather,  to  speak  more  CDrreciIy,  the  latter  are  gradoally 
rising  to  the  authoiily  of  the  former.  When  they  come 
to  be  completely  confounded,  when  the  distinction  be- 
tween a  caucus  and  the  convention  of  the  people  shall 
be  completely  obliterated,  which  the  definition  of  the 
S<rnator,  and  the  acta  of  thia  body  on  this  bill,  would 
lead  ua  to  believe  is  not  far  distant,  this  bir  political 
fabric  of  otirs,  erected  by  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of 
our  ancestors,  and  once  the  gaze  and  admiration  of  the 
world,  will  topple  to  the  ground  in  ruins. 

It  has,  perhaps,  been  too  much  my  habit  to  look  more 
to  the  future,  and  less  to  the  present,  than  is  wisej  but 
such  is  the  constitution  of  mind,  that  when  I  see  before 
me  the  indications  of  causes  calculaled  to  effect  impor- 
tant changes  In  our  political  condition,  I  am  led  irresisti- 
bly to  trace  them  to  their  sources,  and  follow  them  out 
in  their  consequences.  Language  has  been  held  in  this 
discussion  *hich  is  clearly  revolutionary  in  its  character 
and  tendency,  and  yf\vx^\  warns  us  of  the  approach  of 
the  period  when  the  atruftgle  will  be  between  the  con- 
servatives and  the  destructives,  I  understood  the  Sena* 
tor  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  IIuchiitas]  as  holdinff  lan- 
guage countenancing  the  principle  that -the  will  of  a 
mere  numerical  majority  is  paramount  to  the  authority 
of  law  and  constilutiun  He  did  not  indeed  announce 
distinctly  this  principle,  but  it  miglit  fairly  be  inferred 
from  what  he  said;  for  he  told  us  the  people  of  a  State, 
where  the  constitution  gives  th'e  same  weight  to  a  smill- 
er  as  In  a  greater  number,  might  take  the  remedy  into 
their  own  handt  meaning,  as  1  understood  him,  thai  a 
mere  majority  might  at  their  pleasure  subvert  the  consti- 
tution and  Government  uf  a  State,  wliieli  he  seemed  to 
think  was  the  essence  of  democracy.  Our  little  State 
has  a  constitution  thst  could  not  stand  a  day  against  tuch 
doctrines,  and  yet  we  glory  in  it  as  the  best  in  the  Union. 
It  is  a  constitution  which  respects  all  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  State,  giving  to  each  a  separate  and  distinct 
voice  in  the  management  uf  its  political  affairs,  by  means 
of  which  the  feebler  interests  are  protected  against  the 
preponderance  uf  the  greater.  We  call  our  Slate  a  re> 
public,  a  commonwealth,  not  a  di-mocracy;  and  let  me 
UW  the  Senator  it  is  a  far  more  popular  Government 
than  if  it  had  been  based  on  the  simple  principle  of  the 
numericul  m-jority.  It  takes  more  voices  to  put  the  ma- 
chine of  Government  in  mutiun,  than  in  those  that  the 
senator  would  consider  more  popular.  It  represents  all 
^er^ts  of  the  State,  and  is  in  fact  the  Guvernment 


of  the  people,  in  the  (rue  sense  of  the  term,  and  not  that 
of  the  mere  majority,  or  the  dominant  interests. 

I  am  not  familiar  with  the  constitution  of  Maryland,  to 
which  the  Senator  alluded,  and  cannot,  therefore,  speak 
of  its  structure  with  cunfidencei  but  I  believe  it  to  be 
somewhat  similar  in  its  character  to  our  own.  That  it  is 
a  Government  not  without  its  excellence,  we  need  no 
better  proof  than  the  fu:',  that  though  within  the  shadoir 
of  executive  influence,  it  hu  nobly  and  successfully  re- 
sisted all  the  seductions  by  which  a  corrupt  and  artful 
administration,  with  almost  boundless  patronsge,  has 
tempted  to  seduce  her  into  its  ranks. 

Looking,  then,  to  the  approaching  stru^fgle,  1  take  my 
stand  immoveably.  I  am  a  conservative  in  its  broadest  and 
fullest  sense,  and  such  I  shall  ever  remain,  unless,  in- 
deed, the  Government  shall  become  so  corrupt  nnd  dis- 
ordered that  nothing  short  of  revolution  can  reform  it. 
1  solemnly  believe  that  our  pontieal  system  is  in  its 
purity  nut  only  the  best  that  ever  was  formed,  but  the 
best  possible  that  cnn  be  devised  for  ua.  It  is  the  only 
one  by  which  free  States,  so  populous  and  wealthy,  and 
occupying  so  vast  an  extent  of  territory,  can  preserve 
their  liberty.  Thus  thinking,  I  cannot  hope  fur  a  better. 
Having  no  hope  of  a  better,  I  am  a  conservativCf  and 
because  I  am  a  conservative,  1  am  a  Slates  rights  man.  T 
believe  that  in  the  rights  of  the  Slates  are  to  foe  found 
the  only  effectual  means  of  checking  the  over-action  of 
this  Government;  to  resist  its  tendency  to  concentrate 
all  power  here,  and  to  prevent  a  departure  from  the 
constiluliou;  or,  in  case  of  one,  to  restore  the  Govern- 
ment to  its  original  simplicity  and  purity.  State  inter- 
position, or,  to  express  it  more  fully,  the  right  of  a  State 
to  Interpose  her  aovereign  voice,  as  one  of  the  parties  to 
our  eonslitutional  compact,  sgainat  the  encroachments 
of  this  Government,  is  the  only  means  of  sufficient  po- 
tency loefTect  all  this;  and  I  am,  therefore,  its  advocate. 
I  rejuiced  to  hear  the  Senators  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Brown]  and  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bdcbanar]  do  us 
Ihe  justice  to  distinguish  between  nullification  and  the 
anarchical  and  revolutionary  movements  In  Uarj-land 
and  Penntiylvania.  I  know  they  HA  not  intend  it  as  a 
complimentt  but  I  regard  it  as  the  highest.  They  are 
right.  Day  and  night  are  not  more  diuerent — mori  un- 
like in  every  thing.  They  are  unlike  in  their  principles, 
their  objects,  and  their  consequences. 

I  shall  not  stop  to  mske  good  this  assertion,  as  I  m'ght 
easily  do.  The  occasion  dues  not  call  for  it.  As  a  con- 
servative, and  a  Stales  rights  man,  or,  if  you  will  have 
it,  a  nullifier,  1  have  and  shall  resist  all  encraacbmenta 
on  the  constitution,  whether  It  be  the  encroachment  of 
this  Government  on  the  States,  or  the  opposite;  the 
Executive  on  Congress,  or  Congress  on  the  F.xeculive. 
My  creed  is  to  hold  both  Governments,  and  all  the  de- 
partments of  each,  to  their  proper  sphere,  and  to  main- 
tain the  authority  of  the  laws  and  Ihe  constitution  against 
all  revolutionary  movements.  I  believe  the  means  which 
otir  system  furnishes  to  preserve  itself  are  ample,  if 
fiiirty  understood  and  appliedi  and  1  shall  resort  to  them, 
however  corrupt  and  disordered  the  times,  so  long  as 
there  is  hope  of  reforming  the  Government,  The  result 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Disposer  of  events.  It  is  my  part 
to  do  my  duly.  Yet,  while  I  thus  openly  avow  myself* 
conservative,  God  forbid  I  should  ever  deny  Ihe  glorious 
right  of  rebellion  and  revolution.  Should  coriuption 
ami  oppression  become  intolerable,  and  cannot  other- 
wise be  thrown  ofTi  if  liberty  must  perish,  or  the  Gov- 
ernment be  overthrown,  I  would  not  hesitate*  at  the 
haiard  of  life,  to  resort  to  revolution,  and  to  tear  down 
a  corrupt  Government  that  cculd  neither  be  reformed 
nor  borne  by  freemen;  but  I  trust  in  God  things  will 
never  come  to  that  pass.  I  trust  never  to  see  such  fear- 
ful times;  for  feiirful,  indeed,  they  would  be,  if  they 
riiould  ercr  befal  us.   It  is  the  laM  experiment,  and  not 
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to  be  thought  of  till  common  hdm  and  the  voice  of 
miokind  would  juttiry  the  reiort. 

Before  I  rewnke  my  feat,  I  feel  called  on  to  mnke  a 
few  brief  renuirks  on  a  doctrine  of  fearful  import,  which 
bat  been  broached  in  tha  courie  of  this  debate— the 
ri^t  to  repeal  laws  grantinjf  bank  charters^  and,  of 
course,  of  raih'oa^  tumpikea,  and  Joint  stock  compt- 
oies.  It  is  a  doctrine  of  fearful  import,  and  calculated 
to  do  infinite  mischief.  There  are  countless  millions 
vested  in  such  stock*,  and  it  is  a  deacriplion  of  property 
of  the  most  delicate  chtracter.  To  touch  it  ia  almost  to 
deatroT  it.  But,  while  I  enter  my  protest  against  all 
■ach  doctrines,  I  have  been  greatly  alarmed  with  the 
thoughtless  precipitancy  (not  to  use  a  stronger  phrase) 
with  whidi  the  moat  extensive  and  dangerous  privileges 
have  been  granted  of  late.  It  can  end  in  no  ZooAt  and, 
I  feaft  may  be  the  cause  of  convulnons  hereafter.  We 
already  feel  the  effects  on  the  currency,  which  nn  one 
competent  of  judging  but  must  see  is  in  an  unsound  con- 
dition. I  must  sav  (for  truth  compels  me)  1  have  ever  dis- 
trusted the  banking  system,  at  least  in  its  present  form, 
both  in  this  eounlry  and  Great  Britain.  It  will  not  stand 
the  test  €S  timei  but  l  trust  that  all  shocks^  or  sudden 
revolution,  may  be  avmiird,  and  that  it  may  gradually 
give  way  before  some  sounder  and  better-reguTated  sys- 
tem of  credit  which  the  growing  intelligenfw  of  the  sge 
may  devi«e.  That  a  better  may  be  substituted  I  cannot 
doubt,  but  of  what  it  shall  consist,  and  how  it  shall 
finally  supersede  the  present  uncertain  and  fluctuating 
currency,  time  alone  can  determine.  All  I  can  see  is, 
that  the  preient  must,  one  day  or  another,  come  to  an 
end,  or  be  {[reatly  modified,  if  that,  indeed,  can  save  it 
from  an  entire  overthrow.  It  haa  within  itself  the  seeds 
of  its  own  dfstruction. 

Mr.  STRANGE  said  he  was  gratified  that  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  had  addreswd  the  Senate;  for  he 
had  a  very  high  respect  for  his  sbilittes,  and,  from  some  : 
intimations  he  had  casually  thrown  out,  be  was  sppre*  ' 
hensive  that,  in  retaining  the  preamble,  the  Senate  was 
btling  into  some  unpmeived  but  dangerous  error.  But 
we  have  now  heard  all  that  the  Senator  bu  to  say  upon 
this  important  aubject,  and  he  haa  utterly  failed  to  con- 
vince us  of  error  in  a  single  proposition  about  which  we 
differed.  This  was  not  for  want  of  ability  in  the  honor- 
able Senator,  but  was  entirely  owing  to  the  cause  he  ad- 
vocated— to  his  bctn^  on  the  wrong  wde  of  the  question. 
Hie  nsott  powerful  intellect  can  never  long  make  head 
against  truth.  Mr.  S.  aaid  be  had  as  high  a  regard  as  the 
gentleman,  for  the  instUutimis  of  their  common  coun- 
try— admired  as  much  the  wisdom  of  their  or^nixation, 
and  clierished  toward  them  sa  deep  an  afTection.  He 
was  far  from  believing  time  misspent  in  this  body  which 
was  employed  in  the  discuMion  of  great  constitutional 
questions,  and  was  never  sorry  to  see  the  talent  of  the 
Senate  >rnnred  upon  different  sides  of  interesting  prop- 
oMtiooa.  The  having  them  presented  in  all  their  various 
braringi  and  pnnta  of  view,  and  sifted  and  examined 
with  care  and  abilily,  waa  very  friendly  to  the  ascertain- 
ment of  truth.  It  had  been  adverted  to  in  this  House 
tbst  some  of  its  members  had  been  recently  transferred 
hither  from  judicial  stations  in  their  respective  States, 
and  he  bad  himself  the  honor  to  be  among  the  number] 
and  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  stating,  as  one  of  the 
results  of  his  official  experience,  lltat  the  failure  of  an 
able  lawyer  was  nearly  as  good  evidence  <^  the  unsound- 
ness of  his  position,  as  tbe  tlren^h  of  argument  brought 
to  bear  against  it  by  the  opposing  eounselt  and  sn,  on 
the  present  occasion,  having  listened  to  the  unsucceuful 
eflbrta  of  the  able  Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  over- 
throw the  positions  he  had  a&siimed  in  the  early  part  ul 
this  debate,  had  but  inspired  him  with  renewed  confi- 
dence in  their  soundnen. 

The  Senator  baa  in  the  first  place  atssiled  the  pream' 
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ble  to  this  bill  on  account  of  its  inconnstency  with  the 
votes,  at  the  Ust  session  of  Congress,  of  its  present  advo* 
cataa.  Upon  this  point  Hr.  S.  bad  nothing  to  ssy. 
Those  of  whom  this  predicament  was  supposed  were 
doubtless  well  able  to  vindicate  themselvesi  but  for  hia 
part,  he  had  not  then  had  the  honor  of  a  teat  In  this 
body,  and  ctmsequently  stood  entirely  uncommitted  to 
any  of  its  doings.  But  it  was  further  urged  that  Michi- 
gan was  a  Stale,  and  that  those  who  disputed  it  did  so 
in  the  face  of  a  record;  for  that  the  act  of  Congrea^ 
passed  at  the  last  session,  expressly  declared  her  to  be  a 
State.  But,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  still  deny  her  to  be  a  State, 
without  any  apprehension  of  being  overboroe  by  any 
such  recoid  as  that  referred  to  by  the  gentleman.  If 
there  was  such  an  act  as  the  one  described  by  the  Sena- 
tor, he  would  not  question  its  existence,  nor  would  he 
indeed  put  him  to  the  proof  that  there  was  such  a  rec- 
ord. But  what  the  record  would  prove,  when  produced, 
waa  an  altogether  different  matter;  and  be  denied  that 
any  act  of  Congress,  however  broadly  it  might  assert  it, 
could  prove  the  existence  of  a  State  under  the  circum- 
stances slated  in  the  case  of  Michigan:  it  was  altogether 
incompetent  to  the  proof  of  such  a  faet.  Here  Mr.  8. 
took  leave  to  remark  that  it  was  with  great  reluctance 
he  had  embarked  so  deeply  in  this  debate:  but  he  had 
been  induced  at  an  early  period  to  state  a  few  proposi- 
tions which  had  been  denounced  as  dangerous  and  revo- 
lutionary in  their  tendency.  He  would  never  venture 
on  this  floor  to  atate  any  thing  as  his  deliberate  convic- 
tion which  had  not  been  duly  considered  by  him.  He 
might  sometimes  throw  out  crude  suggestions,  with  » 
view  to  draw  out  others,  or  bring  their  attentitm  to  the 
subject;  hut  on  such  occasions  hs  would  always  present 
them  as  mere  hasty  impulses  of  the  passing  moment;  but 
when  he  had  gone  so  far  ai  to  make  a  deliberate  asser- 
tion, he  trusted  he  should  always  be  found  read^  to 
maintain  hia  position.  He  liad  asserted  tliat  Michwan 
was  not  a  State,  and  lbi»  be  stood  ready  to  prove.  It  !■ 
not  dented  that  the  land  covered  by  Michigan  was  once 
tbe  property  of  this  Union;  and  it  is  a  principle  of  law 
which  he  presumed  no  Senator  would  deny,  that  thing* 
continuous  in  their  nature  are  always  presumed  to  re- 
main the  same,  unless  the  contrary  ia  shown.  If,  then, 
the  territory  embraced  in  Michigan  was  once  the  prop- 
erty of  this  Union,  it  continues  to  be  so  until  gentlemen 
show  us  the  where,  the  when,  and  the  bow,  of  ita  cessa- 
tion. They  say  it  ceased  to  be  ao  by  virtue  tbe  act  of 
Congress  of  hut  aeaiion.  I  deny  tbe  authority  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  such  an  act.  If  they  have  passed  auch  e 
one,  it  is  a  nullity.  When  an  act  of  Coi^ress  cornea  in 
collision  with  the  constitution,  it  comes  in  contact  with  e 
power  which  annihilates  it.  It  is  as  though  it  had  never 
existed.  It  ia  a  dead  letter.  The  constitution  gives  au* 
thority  to  CongrcM  to  create  a  State  for  no  outer  pur^ 
pose  but  adoMon  into  the  Uniont  and  whenever  Con- 
^reu  passes  an  act  creating  a  State,  without  at  the  aaam 
time  admitting  it  into  the  Union,  that  act  ia  a  nullity. 
Indeed,  if  the  matter  were  res  irUegra,  if  it  were  a  new 
question,  it  might  be  seriously  debated  whether  Congress 
can  create  a  State,  even  for  the  purpose  of  admission  into 
tbe  Union.  But  I  will  not  deny  that  it  has  been  the 
practice  to  do  sc^  snd  I  am  not  now  disposed  to  queatlon 
its  correctness.  I  bad  occasion  heretofore  to  call  the  at> 
tention  of  the  Senate  to  the  only  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion relating  to  that  subject,  and  defied  any  one  to  pro- 
duce any  other  authority  for  Congress  to  create  a  Stat^ 
or  to  contend  that  the  power  under  that  clause  was  ai>y 
thing  more  than  implied. 

[Here  Hr.  CatBouH  internipted  Hr.  S.,  to  explain 
himself,  and  said  that  be  had  not  declared  Congress  com- 
petent to  create  a  Stale,  cither  In  or  out  of  the  Union ;  but 
by  withdrawing  itajurtodictiun  fh>m  ■  given  Territory^ 
that  Territory  wutbenatlibcrty  to  form  itselfinloa  State.] 
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Mr.  S.  aaid  he  did  not  think  the  Senator*!  explanation 
bftd  auterlally  nried  hia  propoiilion.  That  there  could 
be  but  little  difference  between  creating;  %.  Stale  out  of 
the  territory  of  the  Union  and  suffering  it  to  create  it- 
leirt  ai  in  both  cates  Congreaa  relinquiahed  a  truat  con- 
fided to  her  by  the  UnioD*  which  the  had  no  right  to  re- 
linquish but  in  one  apeciftl  cue,  and  that  waa,  when  by 
the  aame  act  ahe  formed  the  State  and  admitted  it  Into 
the  Uniont  ao  that  the  act  of  Congren  of  the  lut  aession, 
not  ezeeuttng  any  power  posaeSKd  by  Congress,  is  a 
nullity. 

But  the  Senator  from  Soulh  Carolina  insists  that  to 
deny  Htchigin  to  be  a  Stite  '\«  a  denial  against  the  ac- 
tual and  obvioua  fact  that  Michigan  is  now  really  exer- 
ciaing  ill  the  powera  of  aovereigntyi  ahe  Iwi  formed  her 
eonatilution,  elected  her  Legislature  and  members  of 
Congrean;  and  her  Le^lature  has  actually  asaemhled, 
ind  elected  her  Senators  to  Congress.  But  (aaid  Mr.  S.) 
the  question  is  not  what  Michigan  has  done,  but  what 
the  has  a  right  to  do.  Althuu|;h  these  things,  I  admit, 
may  he  prima  faat  evidence  of  her  legal  existence  as  a 
Stale,  tbey  are  susceptible  of  being  met  by  the  proof  uf 
what  is,  in  fact,  her  true  condition.  When  one  is  found 
acting  tuijurit,  exercising  all  the  privilegec  of  a  free- 
nan.  It  may  be  prima  fade  evidence  that  he  is  what  the 
performance  or  the  act  impliesj  but  if  it  be  susceptible 
of  proof  that  he  is  in  fact  a  slave,  the  inference  no  lon- 
ger eziata  that  he  is  free.  And  so  in  this  case-we  ^ow 
that  Michigan  was  once  subject  to  the  United  States,  and 
demand  the  proof  that  ahe  has  ever  been  emancipated. 
In  vain  wai  the  viadom  of  our  forefathers  employed  in 
dcTiaing  plans  for  the  happiness  and  perpetuity  of  this 
nation)  in  vain  did  they  inculcate  the  doctrine  of  union, 
and  repudiate  the  idea  of  separate  sovereignties  or  mul- 
tiplied confederacies,  if  the  doctrine  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  is  to  prevail.  If  Michigan  can  exist  as  a 
■eparate  Stale  for  a  single  hour,  ahe  may  for  days  and 
years,  and  nught  ultimately  refuse  to  come  into  the 
Union  at  all.  During  tttia  time  she  may  have  her  own 
army  and  navy,  decwre  war,  fotm  alliance^  and  do  all 
tboae  acta  which  our  fbreftthera  were  to  anxious  to 
bring  within  the  control  of  a  power  representing  the 
comnton  Interest  of  all  the  States.  The  idea  is  too  pre- 
posterous, loo  inconsistent  with  all  their  plans  and  pur- 
poses, to  suppose  that  they  contemplated  it  for  a  single 
moment.  The  whole  confederacy  would  be  in  continual 
danger  of  dissolution  from  such  a  cause  operating  in  its 
▼icinityi  and  yet,  according  to  the  Senaloi's  theory, 
there  is  no  mode  of  preventing  ihU  evil,- but,  after  we 
had  rashly  given  her  a  separste  existence,  eonatraining 
her  by  the  terror  of  the  sword  and  the  bayonet,  or  the 
application  of  them,  to  become  an  unwilling  party  to  our 
national  compictt  a  state  of  thinga  which  no  one  can 
suppose  to  have  been  planned  by  wisdom,  or  desirable 
either  upon  the  score  uf  inlrreat,  patriotism,  or  humani- 
ty. But  to  enforce  bis  position,  the  Senator  haa  auppo- 
sed  that  it  is  necessary  she  should  firat  have  a  separate 
existence  ere  she  can  become  a  member  of  our  Union, 
which  he  insists  is  altogether  federative,  and  even  uives 
that  she  must  be  of  age.  Now,  I  humbly  conceive  that 
the  Senator  haa  sufFered  himself  to  be  misled  by  a  meta- 
phor, a  figure  of  speech.'  The  age  of  the  Territory  or 
State  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifTerencej  it  is  enough  if 
the  inhabitants  are  of  age  to  make  contractst  for  with 
tbem,  if  with  any  one,  thecompaet  is  formed.  Hie  idea 
of  the  necessity  of  a  separate,  anterior  ezisteiKe  as  a 
State  k  altogether  fsllacioust  the  inddent  of  being  a 
member  of  the  Union  is  a  portion  of  the  rtry  law  of  her 
existence,  and  her  federal  relationship  commences  to 
instanli  that  ^e  becomes  a  State.  Nor  does  this  violate 
the  analogy  of  individual  relationship  to  societyt  the  in- 
fiint,  as  Boon  aa  he  is  born,  becomes  a  member  of  the 
political  society  in  which  he  cornea  into  existence.  By 


hia  very  birth  the  social  compact  ts  implied)  and  without 
any  formal  recognition  of  the  compact,  when  he  ahall  at- 
tain mature  age,  be  is  held  liable  to  the  sanctions  of  the 
law  as  soon  as  cap^le  of  discerning  between  right  tntl 
wrong!  without  waiting  for  his  anent,  society  extends 
over  Dim  the  arm  of  proteelion.  No  matter  how  young 
he  may  be,  he  who  takes  away  his  life  la  punished  by 
society  as  a  murderer)  and  it  is  not  because  the  social 
compact  is  not  sufficiently  complete,  but  in  mere  tender- 
ness to  the  frailty  of  hunwn  nature,  that  be  is  not  liable 
to  punishment  for  a  vitdated  lav.  at  any  stage  of  exiit' 
ence,  however  early. 

But  another  difficulty,  which  it  is  attempted  to  throw 
in  our  way,  is,  that  Michigan  has  already  elected  ber 
Senaton  and  Representitiret  and  if  we  asy  that  slw 
not  a  Sute,  their  election  was  irregubr,  and  they  win 
not  be  entitled  to  seats  in  the  respective  branchra  of 
the  National  Assembly.  I  have  already  had  occasion  to 
■ay,  sir,  that  while  I  have  the  honor  of  representing,  in 
part,  a  sovereign  State  upon  this  floor,  I  will  apeak 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  language  of  trtitb,  regardless  of 
the  consequences.  If,  then,  the  assertion  that  Michigan 
is  not  a  Slate  must  necessarily  exclude  the  honorable 
genilemm  now  waiting  for  admisMon  to  their  seats,  f 
shall  deeply  regret  It.  But,  nr,  I  fwcsee  no  such  con- 
sequence) the  whole  matter  appears  to  me  cxoeedingly 
plain,  and  free  from  all  the  metapbyaieal  difficulues  in 
which  gentlemen  have  striven  to  involve  it.  When  e 
bargain  is  concluded  between  two  parties,  it  is  no  longer 
a  matter  of  consequence  from  which  the  first  overture 
proceeded,  whether  the  vender  proposed  to  the  vendee, 
or  the  vendee  to  the  vender;  the  only  question  is,  wu 
(here  finally  an  agreement  between  themf  And  the 
same  consequencea,  precisely,  follow,  whichever  made 
the  first  advance.  Now,  air,  Michigan  had  no  right  to 
form  herself  into  a  State  without  the  assent  of  Congress, 
and  with  the  assent  of  Congress  she  had  the  ri^ht.  It  is 
a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  whether  Michigan  took 
the  primary  steps  with  a  view  to  their  ratification  by 
Congress  which  mtification  is  subsequently  made,  or 
that  CongreiB  firat  gives  the  permission,  and  Hiebignn 
acts  upon  audi  permissioni  whetiier  the  Senators  md 
-Representative  from  Michigan  knock  at  the  door  of  Con- 
gress and  are  admitted,  or  CongreM  opens  her  doors  and 
announces  to  Michigan  that  her  Senatora  and  Representa- 
tive may  walk  in  whenever  she  pleases  to  send  them, 
and  they  are  sent  and  do  walk  in.  In  the  one  case  Mich- 
igan acts  upon  a  previous  authority,  and  in  the  other  a 
subsequent  ratifteatian  gives  effect  to  that  which  was 
previoukly  done.  I  think  I  have  now  sufficiently  shown 
that  I  was  right  In  contending  that  Michigan  was  not  ■ 
State.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  himself  has 
admitted  the  evil  consequences  likely  to  fiow  from  sup- 
posing that  Congress  has  the  power  to  create  a  State  for 
any  other  purpose  than  admission  into  the  Union.  [Here 
Mr.  CiLKooK  disclaimed.]  Well,  said  Mr.  3.,  I  certainly 
underatood  him  to  say  so,  but  I  uippoae  I  was  misukeni 
but  I  insist  that,  without  the  gentleman's  admiasion,  the 
consequences  are  plain  and  obvious  to  every  mani  that 
the  perpetuity  of  our  Union  would  be  seriously  endan- 
gered, and  that  in  (he  mean  time  we  should,  with  our 
own  hands,  be  placing  in  our  aide  a  thorn  to  rankle  and 
annoy  us,  and  all  without  the  siightefct  inducement  or 
consideration)  and  no  one  who  has  a  proper  respect  for 
the  good,  great,  and  wiae  fraroers  of  our  constitution, 
can  ever  believe  that  they  intended  any  thing  so  prepos- 
terous. 

Having,  as  I  conceive,  disposed  of  this  matter,  it  is 
unnecentary  for  me  to  talce  up  the  inquiry  of  the  gentle- 
man, whether,  in  a  regularly  organized  State,  a  conven- 
tion can  be  called  under  any  other  authority  than  that  of 
the  Legislature.  I  do  not  find  it  my  present  purpose  to 
take  cither  side  of  thb  question,  as  I  inMSt  that  Michigan 
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b  not  ■  reguhrly  orpnised  Sttte,  but  is,  m  idmitted  by 
the  ScMtor  from  Soudi  Cironna,  pro  hae  vice,  tn  a  state 
of  fiBture.  Nothing,  therefore,  remaini  but  tfae  in^uirjr 
whether  a  conrention  has  actually  been  held  by  Miebi* 
)^n,  in  any  manner  convened.  And  here  I  muat  be  al- 
lowed to  my  that  I  have  been  nngularty  unfortunate  la 
tietnfr  misapprehended  by  both  the  Senatora  from 
South  Carolina.  By  both  I  have  been  repreaented  ai 
aayinp  that  a  conventicHi  was  an  undefined  and  undefina' 
ble  aomethinif.  1  bad  Ibe  htmor  of  correoting  tha  oda> 
•pprebenann  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  who 
first  addressed  (be  Senatr,  and  flattered  myself  that  I 
bad  ntiafled  hint;  but  his  colleague  has  to^ay  fallen  into 
a  airailar  mittaket  and  I  now  her  leave  to  set  him  right 
alio.  I  never  thought,  and  therefore  do  not  think  I 
could  have  ever  satd.  that  a  convention  was  something 
undefined  and  undefinable.  On  the  contrary,  I  slated 
that  it  was  an  assemblage  of  all  the  persons  of  a  given 
conmanitjr,  in  person,  or  by  tbeir  icknowledged  agents 
or  repreaentativesf  that  it  was  perfectly  certain  m  iu  ex- 
istence, and  in  power  irresistible.  1  did  aay,  and  do  still 
say,  that  how  it  is  to  be  gotten  together  is  a  matter  alto- 
gether undefined  by  any  law;  but,  when  got  together, 
its  identity  was  a  thing  of  the  moat  absolute  certainty, 
and  in  a  country  situated  like  Michigan,  so  far  as  its  own 
pei^le  were  eonocmed,  suppoung  ihe  authority  of 
Congress  out  of  Utc  question,  altogether  omnipotent. 
Has  a  convenlifMi  been  bolden  in  Miebiganf  That 
something  of  the  kind  has  been  bolden,  no  one  denies; 
but  Ibe  difference  of  opinion  seems  to  turn  on  the  na- 
ture of  (be  assembly  at  Ann  Arbor.  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  with  that  delicacy  which  usiully  charae- 
terixes  tlte  initiatory  steps  in  an  argument,  said  be  would 
no(  call  it  a  caucus.  But  as  men  grow'  warmer  in  argu- 
ment, tbey  generally  grow  bolder  in  issertiont  ftnd,  ac- 
cordingly. In  a  very  tew  brMths,  the  Senator  flatly  calls 
it  a  caucus,  with  a  view,  doubtless  to  brand  tt  with  a  very 
odious  name.    But  I  will  press  this  matter  no  ftrtber. 

lir.  I'restdenI,  my  object  in  rising  at  tlie  commence' 
ment  of  this  debate  was  simply  to  state  what  I  conceived 
to  be  the  true  questions  presenting  themselves  on  the 
bill  before  us.  I  had  observed  what  1  conceived  to  be 
a  vicious  habit  in  this  body  to  be  exceedingly  discursive 
in  debate,  to  bring  all  sorts  of  things  to  Iwar  upon  all 
sorts  of  questions,  and  especially  to  involve  every  mat- 
ter tn  the  vortex  of  party  politics.  Now,  sir,  conceiv- 
ing myself  to  be  a  new  member,  with  a  mind  not  yet 
contaminated  by  these  vicious  pracUces,  I  thought  I  was 
able  to  see  without  bias  the  true  points  in  controversy, 
and  I  accordingly  rose  to  present  them  to  the  Sena^, 
and  supposed,  when  this  WM  done,  my  task  was  fulfil- 
led. But  I  find,  rir,  1  have  been  engaged  in  advocating 
treason  and  revolution,  as  some  gentlemen  think,  and 
have  been  most  unexpectedly  celled  out  to  rescue  my- 
self from  minpprehenaion,  and  am  now  forced  in  some 
d^^ree  to  fall  into  the  practice  I  have  condemned  in 
olherv,  aitd  touch  upon  a  subject  which  lias  nothing  in 
the  world  to  do  with  the  bill  before  us.  ' 

The  Baltimore  convention  has  been  alluded  tOf  and, 
as  uHual,  fiff  purpoaes  <tf  denunciation.  Id  looking 
round  this  assembly,  I  see  no  one  who  bad  Ihe  honor  or 
orisfinlune,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  have  been  a  member 
of  that  body.  For  myself,  I  muat  plead  guilty  to  the 
ehu^.  But  certainly,  sir,  when  I  went  there  I  wu 
entirely  unconscious  of  any  criminal  intent.  1  did  not 
conceive  that  I  was,  in  any  way,  violating  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  my  country,  or  subjecting  myself  to  be 
arraigned  as  a  traitor  to  either.  1  thought  I  was  merely 
exercising  the  privilege  of  a  free  eitisen,  to  go  where  1 
pleased,  and  meet  whom  I  pleased,  for  the  purpose  of 
consulting  on  matters  in  which  we  had  a  cogimon  right 
to  act.  A  few  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  their  respective 
parti  of  the  country,  selected  us  to  meet  at  Baltimore, 


and  ascertain  by  conference  who  among  the  many  diaj 
tinguiriied  fellow-citizens  sca'tered  over  our  wide  ex' 
tent  of  country  had  been  most  decided  in  tbeir  adhe* 
rence  to  sound  republican  principles,  best  <^uarified  to  fiU 
the  two  highest  offices  in  our  gift  as  a  nation,  and  most 
likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the  people  at  large.  We  met, 
we  conferred,  and  two  distinguished  individuals,  as  the 
result  of  our  deliberations,  were  named  and  recommend- 
ed (o  the  people  of  the  United  States.  We  did  not  pre- 
tend to  Kuy  power  of  eomion,  and  did  not  imagine  that 
any  one  would  Impute  to  us  such  power.  It  was  left  to 
the  free  people  of  this  Union  to  ratify  or  annul  the 
choice  we  liad  made.  We  did  not  feel  ourselves  in  the 
poMession  of  any  means  of  coercion.  We  bad  not  any 
physical  force  to  command,  nor  the  control  of  treasure 
wherewith  to  purchase  niffrages.  We  did  nothing  but 
publish  a  small  pamphlet,  setting  forth  what  we  had 
done,  and  coldly  laying  before  the  public  the  reasons  why 
we  believed  the  persons  we  had  named  ought  to  have 
the  support  of  their  fellow-citizens.  But  it  has  been 
said  we  were  office-holders  and  office-seekers,  and  our 
object  was  the  acquisition  of  offices,  or  the  perpetuity  of 
(boae  already  possessed.  Por  himself,  (said  Mr.  9.,)  he 
was  at  the  time  the  bolder  of  an  office  under  the  State  of 
North  Carolirta,  but  be  had  never  imagined  its  perpetui- 
ty depended  upon  tbe  results  of  the  Baltimore  conven- 
tion, for  it  was  an  office  for  life.  And,  as  to  having  Iwid 
any  thing  personal  in  expectancy,  he  coidd,  with  a  clear 
conscience,  repel  the  imputationi  and,  in  demanding  of 
the  opposition  to  believe  him  «ncere,  he  required  noth- 
ing more  than  the  aame  courtesy  he  extended  to  them. 
As  a  parly,  he  believed  the  oppoution  sincere  in  their 
opinions  To  many  individuals  of  that  party  be  had  no 
doubt  it  would  be  a  most  alarming  exposure  to  have 
their  hearts  opened  to  ptdilic  gaze;  but  tbe  bulk  of  the 
party,  be  doubted  not,  were  rincere,  and  might  pos^bly 
be  right  in  tbe  various  points  of  diflTerence  between  them 
and  those  with  whom  he  acted.  If  they  were  right,  be 
trusted  in  God  they  would  yet  triumph  over  us.  But 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  th^  are  wrong,  I  will  manfully 
strive  against  them  with  all  tbe  means  in  my  power. 
The  Baltimore  convention  was  one  of  those  mesns,  uid  I 
heartily  rejoice  that  it  has  so  far  been  successful, 

A  variety  of  other  topics^  he  said,  had  been  referred 
to,  equally  im|)ertinent  to  the  subject  in  hand,  yet  he 
would  not  go  into  tliem;  but,  finding  himself  standing 
alone  of  the  600  men  who  constituted  the  Baltimore 
convention,  be  thought  it  but  reasonable  that  he  abould 
have  said  thus  much  in  its  vindication,  when  be  beard  it 
BO  unnecessarily  assailed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  regretted  that  he  fdt  constrained 
again  to  detain  tfae  Senate  with  a  few  observattona  In  re- 
ply to  what  had  ftllen  from  Ihe  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  CAinorir.]  He  had  laid  it  dowtt  as  a 
rule  for  himself,  when  he  entered  this  body,  never  to 
obtrude  himself  upon  its  notice,  unless  when  placed  un- 
der the  necessity  of  duty.  Such  was  now  bis  condition; 
and  be  rose  merely  for  the  purpoae  of  putting  himself 
right  in  r^«rd  to  some  portions  of  that  Senator's  re- 
marks. 

These  remarks  had  been  made  in  that  gentleman's 
very  best  manner:  they  were  specimens  which  proceed- 
ed from  a  master's  hand.  He  (Mr.  B.)  could  scarcely' 
cherish  the  hope  of  obtaining,  for  what  he  had  to  offer 
in  reply,  the  profound  attention  which  the  Senator  bad 
commanded.  He  would  ask  that  gentleman,  however, 
to  hear  him  in  a  candid  spirit,  ai^  to  correct  him,  in 
case  lie  had  misapprehended  any  of  his  argumenta. 

The  Senator  had  undertaken,  as  be  often  did,  to  be- 
come a  prophet;  and,  as  a  reason  for  i^  had  observed 
that  it  was  more  the  habit  of  his  mind  to  look  to  the  fu- 
ture, than  to  give  minute  attention  either  to  the  past  or 
the  present.   The  Senator  bad  affiicdcd  at  least  one  evi< 
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dence  oftbe  autbenlicrly  of  hit  inipiration  in  his  reiem- 
bhnc^,  rn  one  paKiculkr,  to  the  ancient  prophets  of 
Itrael.  Like  them,  he  atmost  always  foreboded  ill  and 
threatened  calamities.  Mr.  B.  trusted  that  the  ominous 
predictions  of  the  gentleman  would  never  be  fulfilledi 
and  sure  he  wna  that  no  one  would  more  rejoice,  should 
they  prove  false,  than  he  who  had  uttered  them. 

The  6enator  had  set  out  with  an  sr^men>,  the  aim  of 
which  was  to  convict  the  majority  of  the  Senate  of  ifrot* 
tnconiiitenoyi  bat  Mr.  B.  must  confets  that  be  had  been 
onabte,  from  some  csiue,  perhaps  the  obtaseneia  of  hit 
own  intellect,  to  perceive  its  force.  He  had  repretented 
hinweir  (Hr.  B.)  as  bavin;  contended  that  Hichi^n  was 
not  a  State,  even  afler  Conj^as  bad  recaf;nised  her 
State  constitution.  This  assumption  was  the  basia  of 
the  gentleman'a  entire  argument.  Now,  Hr.  B.  had 
never  taken  any  micb  eround.  Directly  the  reverse. 
laVHfbriDerreinarkthe  nad,  throughout,  treated  Hichi- 

Sm  ai  e  State,  ahbough  not  ooe  oF  the  confederate 
tatetof  Ibit  Union,  She  had  sdopted  every  measure 
necessary  to  become  tuch,  with  a  single  exception. 
Her  constitution  and  all  her  proceedings  had  received 
the  sanction  of  Congreis;  and  her  actual  admission  as  a 
State  into  this  Union  waa  only  suspended  until  the  should 
^ive  her  content  to  the  cbange  which  we  bad  proposed 
in  her  boundariea.  She  waa  then  a  Statet  but  not  a  con- 
federate State.  Thia  ia  the  true  dtstinetion.  The  Gen- 
eral Government  waa  in  treaty  with  ber  as  a  State,  not 
as  a  Territory,  concerning  the  terms  of  heractual  admit- 
aion  into  this  great  national  confederacy.  Thia  plain 
atatcment  of  the  case  itself  affords  an  answer  to  almost 
every  argument  which  has  been  uived  by  the  Senator. 

Even  if  be  (Mr.  B.)  were  dhpoaed  to  admit  tbe  irreg- 
alarity  of  the  convention  held  at  Ann  Arbor,  which  lie 
waa  no^  stil),  upon  the  Senator^  avowed  principles,  he 
night  vole  for  ibis  bill  to  admit  Hicbigan  into  the  Union, 
provided  be  believes  that  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  her 
people  has  been  fairly  g^ven  to  the  terms  which  had 
been  proposed  by  Cungreas.  Upon  these  very  princi- 
ples, he  might  waire  this  irregularity,  and  act  as  though 
all  her  proceedings  had  been  strictly  according  to  the 
moat  approved  forms.  He  admits  that,  alihoagh  he  be- 
Jievea  the  aaovemeDt  ofthe  people  of  Michigan,  in  form- 
ing a' State  constitution  for  themselves  without  the  pre- 
vioua  KtMhority  of  Congress,  waa  revolutionary  in  its 
Tiature,  yet  we  might,  if  we  thought  proper,  waive  thia 
irregularity,  and  recognise  the  validity  of  their  proceed- 
ings. Was  not  (he  same  rule  whicli  applies  to  the  one 
caae  equally  applicable  to  the  other'  If  we  may  waive 
audi  ineguwities  irt  forming  a  constitution,  why  ahall 
we  not  waive  nmilar  irrrgularitiea  in  changing  the 
boundariea  fixed  by  that  constitution?  llie  two  cases 
•re  precisety  parallel. 

The  Senator  had  contcmled  that  the  proceedings  pre- 
viooito  the  assembly' of  the  convention  which  formed  the 
conatitution  of  Michigan  were  irregular;  and  to  this  prop- 
osition Mr.  B.,  in  part,  assented.  He  thought  it  would 
have  been  better  had  a  prcvwui  law  been  enacted  by  Con- 
great,  autliorizing  the  rwmation  of  a  constitution  by  the 
people  of  the  Territory.  But,  year  after  year,  these 
people  had  been  knocking  at  our  doors,  urging  their 
prayers  and  their  eomplaintui  but  both  theae  prayers  and 
tbeae  complaints  had  been  disregarded.  Finding  that 
Congress  would  pasa  no  such  law,  they  had  at  length 
taken  the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  as  Tennessee  had 
done  before.  We  possessed  the  undoubted  power  of 
waiving  thia  ineguUrity,  and  we  had  wuved  it,  by  the 
aet  of  tbe  last  aeHion,  approving  of  their  constitution. 
We  ought  now  to  do  the  tame  in  regard  to  tbe  last  con- 
vention! especially  as  it  appears  tliat  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  hare  assented  to  their  proceedingsi  not  ooe 
word  of  remonatraitce  or  complaint  having  reached  the 
Sewte  irom  any  quarter.   He  would  put  it  to  tbe  Sen- 


stor  whether,  aftn-  all  that  had  passetl,  he  would  now 

be  willing  to  ftrce  thote  people  to  commence  ag^a,  to 
annul  all  that  had  been  done,  and  to  compel  them  to 
form  a  new  constitution.  But,  as  Hr.  B.  did  not  believe 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  last  convention  were  either 
revolutionary  or  irregular,  he  should  not  re*t  the  caae  on 
this  ground  alone,  though  it  would  be  amply  sufficient. 

He  agreed  with  the  Senator  as  to  tbe  fact  that  Michi- 
gan waa  now  a  State,  though  not  a  confederate  State; 
but  there  had  been  another  propotition  advanced  by  him, 
to  which  he  never  oootd  yield  h»  assent.  Tbe  Senator 
had  contended  that  a  Territory,  after  it  had  adopted  a 
constitution  in  pursuance  of  an  authority  granted  by  Con- 
gress for  that  purpose,  would  rise  up  at  once  into  the 
rank  of  a  tovereign  and  independent  Slate,  no  longer 
subject  to  the  control  of  this  Government.  What,  tir? 
Would  the  Territory  of  Wueonain,  for  examplei  if  Con- 

Sreta  had  authorized  her  to  form  a  constitution,  and  die 
ad  adopted  one  of  a  republican  character,  from  that 
moment  become  a  sovereign  and  independent  Slate? 
Could  she  then  refuse  to  enter  the  Union'  Could  sbe 
dispose  of  her  public  lands  within  her  limits^  Could  ahe 
coin  money,  and  perform  every  other  act  pertaining  to 
an  independent  aoveretgnty?  Did  gentlemen  intend  to 
push  their  doctrine  of  State  riglits  to  such  an  extreme, 
and  thua  enable  every  Terrttory  to  rite  up  into  a  fiire^ 
State,  and  put  Congrest  and  the  Union  at  defianeef  If 
this  doctrine  be  not  revolutionary  with  a  vengeance,  be 
did  not  know  what  could  be  so  called.  No,  sir.  Our 
Territories  belong  to  us.  They  are  integral  parta  of  the 
nation.  We  authorize  their  people  to  erect  themaelvea 
into  States,  subject  to  our  approbationi  but  until  they 
actually  eAter  the  Union,  th^  continue  in  a  tuberdimte 
condition,  and  are  subject  to  our  control. 

The  Senator  contends  that  these  Territories  cannot 
enter  the  Union  without  having  previously  become 
Stales,  because  as  States  they  must  be  sdmitted-  Sub 
imdot  this  may  be  true.  But  whatever  they  may  be 
call»],  they  do  not  became  confederate  States  until  the 
very  instant  they  are  received  into  the  Union,  by  virtue 
of  an  act  of  Congress.  If  this  be  not  tbe  caae,  then 
the  prelimtnar)-  proceedings,  which  we  authorize  tbemt 
to  adopt  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  States,  may  b« 
converted  into  the  very  means  of  enabling  them  to  shake 
off  our  authority  altogether. 

But  what  is  the  proposition  which  lies  at  the  very  root 
ofthe  Senator's  whole  argument  against  the  bill.'  I  un- 
derstand it  to  be,  that  when  any  Commonwealth  ezista 
under  an  organic  law,  and  has  by  it  crevled  a  Legisla- 
ture, without  the  previous  assent  of  the  Legislature  no 
convention  can  be  rightfully  held  within  its  limits;  and 
that  if  such  a  convention  should  be  held,  the  movement 
would  be  revolutionary,  and  its  edicts,  in  their  very  na- 
ture, would  be  unauthorized  and  tyrannical. 

If  this  proposition  be  universally  true,  then  it  followa, 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  no  matter  to  what  ex- 
tent the  rejiularly  organized  Government  of  a  Slate  or 
nation  may  be  guilty  of  tyranny  and  oppreaaion,  this  very 
Government  mutt  first  give  ita  asaeat,  before  the  people 
can  hold  a  convention  for  the  redrcba  of  grievances,  or, 
in  a  word,  can  exereiae  the  unamenable  rights  of  nan. 
The  fate  of  the  people,  it  seems,  must  forever  depend 
upon  the  'will  of  the  very  Legi^ature  which  oppretaea 
them,  and  their  liberties  can  only  be  restored  when  that 
Legislature  may  be  pleated  to  grant  them  permisaion  to 
attemble  in  convention.  1  had  not  auppoted  that  any 
such  proposition  would  ever  be  arrioualy  contended  m 
in  this  chamber.  It  is  directly  at  war  with  the  dcehra- 
tion  of  American  independence,  which  dectarea  that 
"  we  hold  these  trutha  to  be  self-evident— that  all  men 
are  created  eqiitlt  that  tbey  are  endowed  by  tlieir  Cre- 
ator with  certain  unalienable  righttttliat  among  theae  are 
life*  liberty,  and  tlie  punuit  of  bnppi^eat.   That,  to  ae- 
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eure  theie  ri^ts,  governnientt  tre  InstKuted  tmon;  men, 
deriving  their  juit  poven  from  the  eoiurnt  of  the  gor- 
cmedi  that  vlwnever  ftny  form  of  gorernmeot  becoowt 
dcMruetiTe  of  these  ends,  it  ia  the  rtght  of  tlw  people  to 
dter  or  to  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  government, 
laying  iti  foundttion  on  Rich  principles,  and  denizing 
its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shtll  seem  most  hke* 
ly  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness.'* 

{Mr.  CiLBomr,  interpoiAng,  said:  "Certainly)  it  is  a 
rerahiHomry  r%ht!"] 

Here  (mameid  Mr.  B.)  ia  a  right  pttinly  recognised 
in  this  immortal  state  paper,  wbidi  we  all  regard  u  the 
charterof  our  common  liberties.  Is  it  not,  then,  manifest 
that  the  Senator  has  taken  a  position  where  he  stands  in 
direct  and  open  oppontion  to  ertry  principle  of  the 
American  Revdution^  Why,  sir,  had  we  not  established 
Goremments  at  the  moment  our  conventions  were  held? 
Was  not  the  character  oF  these  Governmenti^  in  the 
main,  just  and  equiublef   We  went  to  war  far  ft  printi- 

Ele,  for  the  just  and  glorious  principle  that  there  shall 
e  no  taxation  without  representation;  and  in  support  of 
this  principle,  the  people  of  **thc  old  thirteen,"  without 
any  previous  legislative  act,  did  hold  contentions  and 
Congresses  at  their  pleasure.  Our  very  rights  to  seals 
upon  ihia  floor  rest  upon  what  he  calls  revolutionary 
principles. 

[Hr.  Calbodit.  Certainly:  I  never  denied  the  right  of 
revohitiont  (contended  for  it.  All  our  institationa  rest 
on  that  right{  they  are  the  froitt  of  revelation.  That 
was  the  very  propuntion  which  led  to  the  revolutionary 
war.  I  Mid  that  a  convention  of  the  people  had  pover 
to  put  up  and  to  throw  down  any  and  every  form  of  gov* 
emmentt  but  that  is,  per  ex,  a  revolution.] 

The  gentleman  (resumed  Mr.  B.)  did  say  that  he 
rioried  in  the  right  of  rebelfion.  Dora  be  contend, 
Uien,  that  if,  in  one  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  the  Gov- 
cmment  be  so  organized  as  utterly  to  destrov  the  right- 
ef  eqnal  representation,  there  ia  no  mode  of  obtaining 
redress  but  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  a 
convention,  or  by  open  rebellion^  Must  the  people 
step  at  once  from  oppression  tn  open  warf  Must  it  be 
either  absolute  submission,  or  absolute  revolution?  Is 
there  no  middle  course'  I  cannot  agree  with  the  Sen* 
•tor.  I  say  that  the  whole  history  of  our  Government 
csli^lishes  the  principle  that  the  people  are  sovereign, 
and  that  a  majority  of  them  ctn^alter  or  change  their 
fundamental  lavs  at  pleasure.  I  deny  that  this  is  eitlnr 
rebellion  or  revolution.  It  is  an  essential  and  a  recogni- 
aed  principle  in  all  our  forms  of  government. 

To  be  sure,  1  should  ba  one  of  the  laat  men  in  the 
United  Slates  who  would  desire  to  see  such  a  right  uneii 
exerted.  I  admit  that  there  is  great  propriety  and  con. 
venience  in  having  the  Legislature  to  fix  the  time,  and 
place,  and  mode,  of  calling  a  convention;  because  it  ia 
difRcutt  for  the  people  to  effect  their  purpose  without 
some  such  proviaiun.  Such  has  been  the  general  prac- 
tice;  but  1  insist  upon  the  right  of  the  peopfo  to  proceed 
without  any  legislative  interference  or  agency  whatever. 

1  shall  now,  though  with  great  regret  that  the  topic 
haa  been  introdacrd,  attend  to  what  has  been  said  by 
the  Senator  in  relation  to  Maryland.  He  did  not  ex- 
pressly aaaert,  but  he  left  it  to  be  inferred,  that  I  had 
aaid  the  Maiytand  electora  were  right  In  the  course  which 
they  pursued.  I  said  no  such  thing.  1  expressed  no 
opinion  on  the  matter.  On  the  contrary,  I  declared  that 
I  should  not  undertake  to  be  a  judge  of  other  men's  con- 
sciences; nor  would  I  here  undertake  to  canvass  the  con- 
duct of  individuals  in  relation  to  the  Government  of  a 
Bovcrrign  Stale  of  this  Union,  of  which  they  were  citi- 
zena.  Thia  ia  not  the  proper  forum  fur  aaeh  a  debate. 
I  also  Mserted  that  the  eonrae  of  theae  electora  bad 
nothing  in  the  world  to  do  with  the  adiriaiioa  vX  MtehU 
gaa  hituthe  Union. 


The  question  eoncerniag  the  conduct  of  the  Muyland 
electors,  in  refuvng  to  execute  the  trust  for  which  they 
had  been  chosen,  is  one  thing)  that  of  the  right  nS  the 
people  of  Maryhnd  to  alter  their  State  Govemnant,  ia 
another.  It  presents  an  entirely  different  case.  Were  I 
placed  in  a  situatMMi  which  rendered  it  my  duty  to  main- 
tain this  right  in  behalf  of  that  people,  I  believe  1  ^ould 
be  able  to  do  it  successfully.  I  should  then  contend  that, 
being  aoverci^  witiiin  their  own  limits,  they  had  a  right 
to  control  their  own  deatinie%  and  change  the  form  of 
their  own  Government  at  pleasure.  If  I  were  the  eiti< 
zen  of  a  State,  and  resided  in  a  city  or  county  where  my 
vote  was  equivalent  only  to  the  one  thirtieth  or  one  sixth 
of  the  vote  of  another  citizen,  in  another  city  or  county, 
whilst  I  paid  the  same  taxes,  ai  is  the  case  in  some  por- 
tions of  Maryland,  I  should  certainly  use  all  my  efforts  to 
persuade  the  L^islature  to  call  a  convention  for  the 
purpose  of  redreswng  a  grievance  so  enormous.  If  the 
L^fislature  ahould  abaolulely  refuse  to  grant  this  just 
request, !  shouU  then  endeavor  to  persuade  the  peo- 
ple to  bold  a  convention  of  their  own.  I  would  not  stir 
them  up  to  sedition  or  rebellion;  bat  I  would  call  upon 
them  peaceably  and  quietly  to  exert  their  own  sovereign 
authority  in  effecting  a  change  in  their  form  of  govern- 
ment. 1  cannot,  therefore,  condemn  in  others  wliat'1 
know  in  my  own  conscience  I  bbould  do  myself,  under 
similar  circumstances.  As  it  is,  however,  the  people  of 
Maryhnd  have  the  exclusive  right  to  conrider  and  de- 
tide  thia  queation  for  themaelvea.  If  they  are  content 
with  their  form  of  government,  I  have  no  right  to  com- 
plain. It  affects  them,  not  mc)  and  I  have  been  led  into 
these  rentarks  purely  on  the  principle  of  self-defence. 
1  do  not  apprehend  the  slightest  danger  that  they  will 
act  rashly.  I  know,  from  the  character  of  the  American 
people,  to  use  the  language  of  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, that  they  "are  more  disposed  to  suffer  while 
evils  are  sufTerable,  than  to  riglit  themselves  by  sbdiah- 
ing  the  forms  to  which  Wtef  are  accustomed." 

f  shall  certainly  not  discuss  with  the  Senator  llie 
merits  of  tbc  constitution  of  South  Carolina.  It  may  be, 
and  doubtless  is,  all  which  he  represents  it.  I  shall  not 
controvert  the  proposition  thnt  it  has  established  the 
beat  form  of  government  for  South  Carolina;  because  1 
am  comparatively  ignorant  of  ita  proviaioos.  'We.  have 
at  least  one  atrone  proof  that  it  has  worked  well  in  prac- 
tice, in  the  fact  that  this  State  baa  ever  sent  an  able  and 
distinguished  representatron  to  Oongreis. 

It  ia  very  true  that  1  did  introduce  the  subject  of  nul- 
lification in  my  former  remarks,  but  it  was  strictly  upon 
the  principle  of  a  just  retaliation.  I  had  then,  and  have 
nou',  no  dispDMtion  to  dwell  upon  this  topic.  Some  of 
the  leaders  of  the  nullification  partp',  f  am  proud  to  be* 
tieve,  I  may  number  among  my  friends.  With  mora 
than  one  of  them  I  had  the  honor  of  serving  in  the  other 
Uoitse  of  Congress,  in  trying  times.  I  certainty  feel  no 
disposition  to  say  a  word  which  might  wound  their  feel- 
ings.  I  hare  always  thought,  and  still  think,  the  Slate 
of  South  Carolina  W4S  wrong;  yet  1  am  glad  she  haa  got 
out  of  her  difficulties  in  such  handsome  style. '  1  am  now 
about  to  propose  a  bargain  to  the  Senator,  which  is,  that 
if  he  will  never  allude,  upon  this  floor,  to  the  domestic 
concerns  of  m^  State,  t  ahall  be  guided  by  the  aame  rule 
in  regard  to  hw. 

[Mr.  Calhouv  nid  he  was  perfectly  agreed  to  strike 
such  a  bargain  with  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania.] 

As  to  Michigan,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  it  is  peculiarly  unfortu- 
nate that  all  her  dimcullies  have  been  brought  upon  her 
in  conaequenee  of  our  own  conduct.  Why  did  not  the 
Senator  aound  Uie  alarm  at  the  hut  session,  when  this 
admiaaion  bill  wu  before  the  Senate,  and  proclaim  that 
we  mre  about  to  recommend  a  revofutionarj  measure  to 
her  people?  That  was  the  appropriate  time  fur  him  lo 
hftve  urged  thia  objectira.  i 
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[Ur.  Calhoov  row  to  explain.  He  rf  minded  Mr.  U. 
or  the  late  hour  at  which  the  bill  had  passed.  He  had 
apoken  again  and  again,  in  the  courae  of  the  debate,  and 
fielt  reluctant  again  to  occupy  the  floori  and  the  particu- 
lar reason  why  he  had  not  stated  thia  point  of  objection 
wa«,  that,  according  to  hia  conception,  the  word  conven- 
tion signified  a  meeting  of  the  people,  duly  ounvened 
through  the  action  of  their  own  constituted  authoriUu. 
So  he  understood  the  law^and  lo  the  people  oF  Michigan 
understood  it,  as  their  action  showed.] 

Hr.  BocBAiTAir  resumed.  The  bill,  as  it  originally 
stood,  required  the  aasent  of  the  Legislature  of  Mlchi> 
gani  but  tbia  clause  was  unanimously  stricken  out,  and 
Ibe  consent  of  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the 
people  was  substituted  in  its  placci  by  m  unaaimous  vote 
of  the  Senate.  The  bill,  ss  it  passed,  contaiai  no  refer- 
ence  to  any  interposition  by  the  Legislature. 

[Mr.  Calsous  again  explained.  It  wu  indeed  certain 
that  the  Lefn»lature  could  not  give  their  assent  lo  the 
conditions  of  that  bill,  because  those  conditions  touched 
tbe  Stale  constitution  on  the  question  of  bouni^ry,  and. 
Uierefore,  no  power  could  asaent  to  those  conditions,  but 
a  power  which  was  equal  to  that  which  made  the  consti- 
tutinn.  This  could  be  done  only  by  a  conventioni  and, 
in  point  of  fad,  it  had  been  a  convention  which  consid- 
ered it.  A  convention  regularly  called  was  competent 
to  consider  and  decide  upon  it,  and  it  li  a  great  mistake 
to  think  otherwise.  But  surely,  if  a  regular  convention 
was  incompetent  to  aasent,  and  thereby  change  the  State 
constitution,  the  meeting  at  Ann  Arbor  could  not  be 
competent.} 

Hr.  BuoHAHAX  resomed.  I  trust  that,  ere  long,  we 
shall  get  to  underatand  each  other.  I  was  about  to  prove 
that  the  Senate,  at  its  last  session,  unanimously  deter- 
mined in  favor  of  the  principle  which  the  gentleman 
now  denouncea  as  revolutionary.  What  dicTwe  then 
decide?  Without  a  dissenting  voice  it  was  then  admitted 
that  tlie  Legislature  of  Michigan,  under  her  constitution, 
had  no  authority  to  give  its  aasent  to  the  condition  con- 
tained la  our  bill.  Ilow,  then,  was  the  assent  of  llie  State 
to  be  oblainrdf  The  boun^ry  line  established  by  the 
constitution  was  to  be  changed,  (for  I  take  it  for  granted 
tlie  'Senator  will  not  contend  that  the  nference  contain- 
ed in  that  instrument  lo  the  act  of  Congress  of  1805  did 
iiul  fix  the  boundary.)  How,  then,  !  ask  again,  was  the 
assent  of  the  Stale  to  this  new  boundary  to  be  obtained? 
The  Legislature  was  out  of  the  question.  The  Senator 
has  not  contended  tliat  this  assent  could  onl^  be  obtained 
by  a  elian^e  to  be  effected  in  the  constitution  of  Michi- 
gan, according  to  the  forms  which  it  prcsoribes.  All 
that  he  requires  is,  that  there  should  have  been  a  previ- 
ous act  of  the  LegisUturei  but  this  would  have  been  no 
compliance  with  the  organic  law.  U  would  have  been 
in  direct  opposition  to  itt  and,  therefore,  I  would  ask, 
is  not  the  Senator  himself,  upon  hia  own  principles,  as 
great  a  revolutionist  sa  myself  or  any  other  member  of 
this  body?  If  this  change  of  boundary  could  only  have 
bean  efKCted  by  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  in  the 
mode  prescribed  by  itself,  tbe  proceeding  would  have 
been  extremely  tediou*,  involving  a  delay  of  at  least  two 
years,  and  a  majority  of  two  thirds  of  both  branches  of 
tbe  Legislature  would  have  been  required.  Under  its 
provisions,  one  third  of  the  people  of  the  State  could 
thus  have  prevented  it  fiom  assenting  to  the  conditions 
of  the  act  of  Congretf,  and  from  entering  the  Union. 
How  was  the  gordian  knot  to  be  cut?  Only  by  the 
gre*t  revolutionary  principles,  if  the  Senator  will  have 
it  so,  of  referring  the  question  directly  to  the  aovereign 
power  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  in  a  convention  of 
delegates.  This  was  the  course  which  the  Senate  took. 
It  was  the  only  course  left  for  us  to  take.  We  had  no 
■''ve  hut  to  appeal  to  the  sovereign  power.  Ay, 
1  mad,  revolutionary  tribunal,  which  vlireateiis 


with  destruction  all  thst  we  hold  most  dear.  Thia  appeal 
was  madr,  too,  without  any  objeeUon  on  the  part  of  tlw 
Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

And  now  let  me  ask,  is  there  any  danger  in  recognising 
this  proceeding?  1  do  not  cerlunly  know  whether  all  the 
requiaite  forms  have  been  strictly  complied  with  by  the 
people  of  Michigan  in  tbe  election  of  delegates  and  in 
holding  the  conventiont  but  suflRcient  evidence  has  been 
presented  to  satisfy  my  mind  as  to  tbe  substance.  I 
shall  not  again  repeat  the  facts.  I  will  now  barely  men- 
tion that  1  have  seen,  this  morning,  the  journal  of  the 
first  part  of  the  proceedings  of  this  convention,  contain- 
ing an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  votea  for  the 
delegates  hsd  been  canvassed;  and  1  find  that  they  have 
proceeded  with  the  same  forma  m  are  obaerved  in  regard 
to  their  other  elections. 

But  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  advanced 
one  most  astonishing  argument.  He  holds  that,  because 
there  were  no  votes  given  sgainst  asaenting  to  the  condi- 
tion proposed  by  Congress*  therefore,  the  late  conven- 
tion must  have  been  a  mere  party  caucua.  Now,lwoul<l 
draw  from  that  fact  a  oonduaiim  directly  oontru^.  My 
,  inference  would  be,  that  there  was  notrady  in  Htcfaigsn 
disposed  to  vote  against  assenting  to  the  condition.  No- 
body there  has  complained  of  thia  convention  as  a  revo- 
lutionary assembly,  or  sent  us  a  remonstrance  becauw  it 
was  held  without  a  previous  act  of  thn  Legislature.  1'hat 
tender  seniibilily  which  has  been  manifested,  respecting 
the  State  rights  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  has  not  been 
felt  in  Michigan  itself.  The  people  there  have  yet  lo 
be  enligblenra  upon  this  subject.  1  have  never  yet  heard 
of  one  dissenting  voicet  and  1  believe,  for  myself,  that 
the  proceedings  of  the  convention  at  Aon  Arbor  truly 
represent  the  feelings  of  the  people. 

The  sole  reason  why  1  did  not  vote  f<>r  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was, 
because  I  thought  it  necessary  to  ratify  the  assent  given 
by  the  convention,  in  order  to  put  at  rest  the  question 
of  boundary.  Although  I  believe  that  the  btHinoary  line 
of  Ohio,  having  been  establidied  b^  act  of  Congress 
would  Bland  without  the  consent  of  Michigan,  yet  I  Know 
too  well  wh^  trouble  and  diffioulty  might  arise  in  a  con- 
test of  this  nature,  between  two  sovereign  States  ac- 
knowledging no  common  umpire.  When  such  States 
are  incidentally  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court  aa 
parties  litigant  upon  such  a  question,  their  conflict  may 
ahake  this  Union  lo  its  centre.  1  am  for  settling  the 
quealion  wliiUt  Michigan  is  yet  in  the  bud,  and  putting  it 
at  rest  forever.  It  was  only  for  this  reason,  aoid  not  Tor 
any  miserable  party  purpose,  that  I  opposed  tbe  gentle- 
man's amendment.  1  believed  that  our  recognition  of 
the  assent  given  by  the  Ann  Arbur  convention  to  the 
condition  which  Congress  had  propoaed,  was  neceasary 
to  make  a  final  end  ol*  this  question.  It  was  for  this  rea- 
son that  1  coukl  not  vote  to  strike  out  the  preamble. 

Aa  to  the  Baltimore  convention,  which  tbe  Senator 
has  introduced  into  this  debate,  1  shall  say  nothing.  As 
I  was  nut  a  member  of  that  body,  I  Aall  leave  the  de- 
fence  of  its  proceedings  to  the  Senator  from  North  Caroli- 
na, [Ur.  Stbarob.] 

And  now,  sir,  I  m'^lit  reply  to  some  other  argumenta 
which  have  been  urged  by  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina; but  I  am  unwilling  longer  lo  occupy  the  lime  of 
the  Sknate.  I  should  not  have  addressed  you  at  all,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  patting  myself  right  In  regard  to  my 
former  remarks.  The  Senator  In  some  |Mrta  of  hn 
speech  has  employed— he  is  In  the  habit  of  employing— 
very  atmng  language,  which,  were  I  so  disposed,  I  might 
apply  to  myself.  As  it  was  general,  1  shall  not  presume 
it  was  thus  intended.  1  know  that  his  nature  is  ardenti 
and,  when  addresaing  the  Senate,  his  feelings  become 
excited,  and  sometimes  csrry  him  tc:o  far.  But  we  part 
in  peace.    Upon  toe  whole,  I  shall  vote  for  the  bll  aa  it 
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now  itandii  though.  If  the  preimble  were  rejected,  I 
ibould  heiiiate  m  to  what  eoune  I  ought  to  pursue. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  here  requeued  a  few  words  of  ex- 
planation, to  which  Mr.  Bccbavak  aignifying  hii  ssaent, 
Mr.  C.  proceeded.  The  Senator  admlti  that  Michigan 
is  a  Statet  that,  waiving  forniB,  ahe  was  a  State  ai  soon  as 
we  recognised  her  eonstitution.  I  wi^,  then,  to  aak  the 
honorable  Senator  whether  he  holds  that  Congreia  baa  a 
right  to  call  •  eonvention  withlo  a  State. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  To  that  question  I  answer,  no. 
Emphatically,  no.  Congress  hat  no  more  right  to  call  a 
conventiun  in  South  Carolina  than  in  the  moon.  But, 
betDre  the  State  of  Michigan  has  entered  the  Union, 
Congress  postessesthe  power  of  proposing  to  hera  con- 
dition, upon  a  compliance  with  whicli  ahe  shall  be  admit- 
ted. The  propolsiion  thus  presented  she^may  accept  or 
reject,  according  to  her  will  and  pleasure)  and  she  may 
accept  it,  if  she  thinks  proper,  by  means  ofa  eonvention 
of  delegates  elected  for  thai  purpose,  in  the  manner 
proposed  to  lier  by  Congreis. 

Mr.  CAI.HOUN.  Then  I  would  further  ask  the  Sen- 
stor,  has  Congress  a  rif>ht  lo  offer  a  proposition  to  the 
people  of  s  Slate,  without  addressing  their  Legiilaturef 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  Under  the  circumstances  in 
whi^  Michigan  stood.  Congress,  in  my  opinion,  had 
tiic  right- to  make  the  proposition  which  they  did  make 
•t  the  »st  sesnon,  and  it  was  fbr  the  people  of  Michigan, 
in  their  sovereign  capacity,  to  assent  or  dissent,  as  they 
thought  proper, 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Congress  his  a  right  to  make  prop- 
ositions to  her  constituted  authorities^  and  the  poeple 
ofMichigan  so  understood  our  set. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  The  Senator  will  pardon  me  for 
contradicting  him.  The  people  of  Michigan  did  not  so 
understand  our  act.  One  of  the  very  flit  acts  of  the 
first  convention  was  to  deeUre  that  the  Legislature  had 
no  right  to  call  that  convention.  The  sovereign  people 
of  Michigin  themselves  objected  toany  interposition  of 
their  Legialalure. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Then  the  whole  matter  amounts  to 
this:  when  »  State  has  provided  a  regular  course  for 
amending  her  own  eonstitution,  and  the  State  doea  not 
choose  to  call «  convention  in  eonformity  with  that  con- 
atitution.  Congress  may  call  a  convention  in  that  St&te  to 
alter  her  State  constitution. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  (in  an  under  tone.)  This  may  be 
the  gentleman's  infpreneet  it  is  not  mine- 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that,  before  the 
question  was  put  upon  the  bill,  he  would  aak  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  while  he  ofTered  one  or  two  reasons 
for  the  vole  be  was  about  to  give.  I  voted  (said  Mr.  D.) 
at  the  last  session  in  the  negative,  and  propose  now  lo 
give  a  vote  which  I  deem  to  be  consistent  with  that.  I 
shall  endeavor  in  all  cases  to  be  consistent  with  myself, 
wheiher  t  aoi  right  or  wrong.  I  gave  the  vote  alluded 
to  from  a  conviction  that  it  was  a  proper  one,  and  I 
ahall  give  a  vote  now  which  I  am  equally  convinced  is  in 
the  course  of  my  duty  here.  We  have  come  here  in 
obedience  to  the  will  of  our  constituents,  and  what  forf 
There  is  but  one  rule  of  duty,  and  it  "^ppliea  equally  to 
us  all.  I  have  heard  many  subjects  drawn  into  this  dis> 
cussion,  and  which  had  some,  thought  a  very  remote, 
application  to  it|  but  here  we  are  under  only  one  great 
rule  of  duty.  Before  we  can  address  this  body,  we  are 
obt^ed  to  go  to  that  table  and  swear,  before  Him  who  is 
invisible,  thst  we  will  support  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  Who  exacts  this  duty  from  us?  Isitnot 
the  people  of  this  eonnlry?  And  is  not  this  the  flrst  and 
greatest  and  highest  duty  we  have  to  perform  on  this 
floor'  It  is  idle  to  talk  of  aovereigns  above  the  constitu- 
tion or  below  it.  You  have  but  one  ^uide,  snd  that  is 
your  binding  compact.  You  have  no  nght  to  know  any 
Other  until  that  power  which  created  this  rule  shall  alter 


or  amend  It.  What,  then,  is  the  question  here?  At » 
former  sesnon  of  Congress  a  ponkm  of  oar  population, 
claiming  to  he  a  State,  presented  themselves  before  us, 
with  •  constitution  in  their  band,  and  adced  for  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.  It  is  a  great  question,  and  I  can- 
not conceive  how  any  other  anxiety  can  be  felt  in  regard 
to  it,  but  faithfully  and  honorably  to  discharge  our  duty. 
When  this  application  was  received,  %  controversy  im- 
mediately arose,  and  the  question  presented  itself  whe- 
ther Michigan  was  a  State.  I  came  to  the  eonelnaion 
that  she  was  not,  and  I  accordingly  voted  against  her 
admission.  I  am  now  of  the  same  opinion.  To  me  it 
appears'she  has  undergone  no  change  which  so  ahen 
her  character  as  to  j  jstify  sn  affirmative  vote. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  elements  of  a  State.  What 
are  theyF  Without  fully  answering  this  question,  we 
can  perceive  some  in  which  we  all  agree.  There  miiat 
be  population  and  there  must  be  temtory,  and  I  take  it 
that  no  gentleman  will  advocate  such  an  absurdity  as  to 
maintain  that  there  can  be  a  State,  without  some  fixed 
limits.  We  cannot  entertain  the  idea  in  our  mind  with- 
out tliinking  of  a  limited  territory.  The  notion  carries 
absurdity  on  its  very  face.  How,  then,  did  Michigan 
present  herself  before  us?  She  came  to  our  door  and 
proposed  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  with  certain  de- 
fined limits.  She  said  that  the  people  rending  wiihin 
those  limits  had  erected  themselves  into  a  State.  Can 
people  any  where,  at  their  own  pleasure,  make  a  State? 
Can  that  be  done?  Let  us  look  at  facts.  The  Territoty 
of  Michigan  liea  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Stalest 
it  is  part  and  psrcel  of  that  territory  which  is  owned, 
occupied,  and  possessed,  by  the  United  Statea;  for  a 
Temtorial  Go%'ernment  is  under  the  laws  of  the  country. 
This  Territory  had  a  Governor,  a  Legislature,  and  Judi- 
cial tribunals,  [t  had  a  Government  established  and  in 
operation.  The  Territory  was  claimed  by  the  United 
Stalest  the  United  Stales  Government  exercised  jurisdic- 
tion over  it.  Will  it  be  said  that  the  people  of  such  a 
Territory  can  rise  up  at  pleasure  and  displace  your  Gov- 
ernment, and  yet  be  guilty  of  no  usurpation?  I  presume 
no  Senator  wUI  answer  ibis  question  in  the  affirmative. 
The  people  of  Michigan  certainly  held  no  such  doctrine. 
They  came  to  oa  and  said,  we  have  felt  ourselves  justified 
in  forming  a  Government,  but  we  have  not  done  so  on 
revolutionary  principleii,  but  under  the  siinction  snd  ac- 
cording to  the  proviaions  of  the  ordinance  of  1787'.  There 
they  told  us  we  should  Bnd  the  power  expressly  provided, 
snd  on  that  ordinance  they  took  their  stand.  Now,  what 
is  that  ordinance?  In  the  year  1767  the  United  Statea 
owned  all  the  territory  north  and  northwest  of  the  Ohio 
river,  the  whole  of  tnat  region  wliicK  now  constitutes 
tbethiee  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  the 
Territories  of  Michigan  and  Wisconsin.  What  did  the 
(M^inanee  provide?  After  enacting  a  sort  of  bill  of  rights, 
it  declares  that  three  States  msy  be  formed  immediately 
north  of  the  Ohio(  it  runs  one  north  snd  south  line  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Wabosb,  declaring  that  the  territory 
west  of  that  line  should  constitute  one  State.  It  then 
runs  another  north  and  south  line,  starting  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Great  Miami,  dechring  that  the  country  east  of 
that  line  and  north  of  the  Ohio  shall  constitute  a  seeond 
Stale,  while  the  territory  between  these  two  lines  shall 
form  a  third  one.  This  covered  the  whole  region.  Here 
comes  the  proviaion  on  which  the  people  of  Michigan 
relied,  as  Justifying  them  in  the  formation  of  a  constitu- 
tion without  the  previous  action  uf  Congress.  I  will 
read  iti 

**  And  it  is  further  understood  and  declared,  that  the 
boundaries  of  these  three  Ststes  ^all  be  subject  so  fsr 
to  be  altered,  that,  if  Congress  ahall  hereafter  find  it 
expedient,  ihey  shall  have  authority  to  form  one  or  two 
States  in  that  part  of  the  said  territory  which  lies  north 
of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  ^e  aoutherl/ 

Digitized  by  VjOOgIC 


319 


GALES  &  SISATON'S  REGISTEU 


320 


SuATt.]  Mmiaatm  of  Mtehigan. 


bend  or  extreme  or  Lake  Hichij^an.  And  whenever 
any  of  the  laid  Stalea  shall  have  sixty  tbouiand  free  in- 
habiUnta  therein*  nich  State  shall  be  admitted,  by  ila 
delegtlea.  Into  the  Congreu  of  the  United  Stales,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  orlffinal  Statei  in  all  rrapects 
whatever;  and  sball  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent 
eonslitulion  ard  State  Government,  provided  the  consti- 
tution and  Government  so  to  be  formed  shall  be  republl- 
can.  and  in  conformity  to  (he  principles  contained  in 
thoae  articles;  and,  so  far  as  it  can  be  consistent  with  the 
^neral  interest  of  the  confedrracy,  inch  admission  shall 
be  allowed  at  an  earlier  pennd,  and  when  there  msy  be 
»  kM  number  of  free  inhabitanta  in  the  State  tban  aifty 
thounnd." 

This  provision  giwea  to  Con^ss  a  discretionary  power 
to  form  either  one  or  two  Statrs,  at  pleasure,  nut  of  that 
remainder  of  tlie  territory  which  lies  north  of  an  eaat  and 
west  line  so  drawn  as  to  touch  the  MutbernmoBt  extrem- 
ity of  Lake  Michigan. 

Now,  you  have  made  your  three  States  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
anSf  and  Illinois,  and  you  have  erected  a  Territory  of 
Mich-gaut  but  where  doea  it  go  tof  How  far  doea  it  ex- 
tend ^  Over  the  whole  country  north  of  this  Fine,  era- 
bracing  what  is  now  called  the  State  of  Michigan  and 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin?  I  ask  if  it  is  not  perfectly 
plain  that,  according  to  this  ordinance,  it  is  a  matter  of 
discretion  with  Congress  to  create  in  that  territory  one 
State  or  two  Stalest  and  if  the  power  is  in  Congress, 
what  right  have  the  people  of  Uichipn  to  settle  the 
quealion?  How  ean  the  people  of  that  peninsula  aettle 
a  precedrnt  qurstion  of  boundary  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States^  Have  tliey  any  such  authority?  Tliey 
have  none.  This  ordinance  does  not  give  them  a  parti- 
cle. On  The  contrary,  the  qiiesliun  is  left  solely  and  ex- 
clusively to  the  discretion  of  Congresa.  And  neither  in 
this  ordinance,  nor  any  where  else,  within  my  reading  at 
leaat^  it  authority  given  to  the  inbsbitanta  of  the  penin- 
sula to  deoide  it.  But  this  (he  penple  of  Uichigsn  un- 
dertook lodo^  and  thia  is  the  only  color  of  Jiisiification 
they  bad.  The  ordinance  declared  that,  whenever  there 
abould  be  a  population  ttf  sixty  thousand  people  within 
any  of  the  respective  limits  which  it  bad  laid  down,  they 
mi|^ht  be  formed  into  a  State,  and  admitted  into  the 
Union.  But  Michigan,  though  abe  bad  population 
enougli,  seemed  to  forget  that  no  Slate  could  exist,  until 
Congresa  tbould  have  first  settled  the  question  of  bound* 
try*  and  decided  whetlier  there  should  be  in  the  territo- 
ry onft  Stale  or  two.  Michigan,  then,  moat  clearly  bad 
no  power  or  authority  under  this  ordinance  to  erect  her- 
self  into  a  Stalp,  form  a  constitution,  and  demand  admia- 
sion  into  the  Union.  She  was  not  a  State,  nor  could  she 
he.  How  did  she  come  here,  then,  and  what  did  she 
claim?  By  previous  acts  of  Congress,  you  had  ffiven  to 
Illinofa  a  large  imrtion  of  territory  north  of  the  line  rnu- 
ning  eaat  aind  weal  through  the  aouthem  extremity  of 
Lake  Michigan;  and  in  respect  to  Indiana,  you  had  done 
the  same.  While  Ohio,  by  a  provision  in  her  constitu- 
tion, claimed  another  portion  north  of  that  line,  and, 
without  objecting  or  assenting  to  the  claim  of  Ohio,  you 
received  her,  under  that  constitution,  into  the  United 
States;  Michigan,  in  the  mean  while,  claimed  the  very 
porliona  of  territory  which  you  bad  given  to  Indians,  and 
which  Ohio  claimed.  She  aaid  that  the  inhabitanta  of 
the  enUre  peninsula,  as  far  down  as  the  east  and  weat 
line  already  iDeotioned,  had  a  rght  to  erect  themselves 
into  a  State*  itnd  to  form  a  constitution  for  the  whole. 
Thia  was  the  ground  on  wliich  Michigan  came  to  Ihe 
Senate.  I  was  not  then  convinced  that  any  auch  Slate 
existed,  and  I  still  remain  unconvinced. 

But  the  Senutor  from  Pennsylvania  says  that  we  may 
wi^  irregularities.  Perhaps  we  might,  if  the  State 
you  were  to  create  bad  the  identical  boundaries  claimed 
by  UicbigMi  when  ibe  formed  bcr  eonatitulioD.  and  the 
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(people  you  admit  are  the  aame  that  made  the  conatitu- 
tion  and  offered  themselves.  But  what  was  the  feeling 
here  at  that  time?  Wsa  there  a  man  here  who  would 
admit  that  Michigan  was  then  a  State?  lliere  was  not 
one.  You  prepared,  with  great  care  and  caution,  a 
provisional  act  of  admission,  which  subseqiiently  became 
a  law.  And  what  appears  on  the  face  of  it?  Can  any 
man  read  that  act,  and  not  admit  that  its  pasaage  was  ne- 
cessary because  there  was  no  Stale  then?  Tou  admitted 
heron  condition;  because,  by  the  law,  you  gave  her  a 
new  boundary.  You  excluded  ber  from  the  territory 
which  you  hu)  given  to  Indiana,  as  well  as  from  that 
claimed  by  Ohio;  and,  to  eompenMte  her,  you  added  ter- 
ritory lying  north  and  west  of  the  lake,  large  enough  for 
a  State;  and  then  you  declared  that,  if  she  woula  five 
her  assent  to  these  bounds,  she  should  be  admitted  mto 
the  Union.  Was  not  that  admitting  that  Michigan,  as 
she  atood,  was  not  capable  of  coming  in?  The  question 
went  back  to  the  people  of  Michigan,  and  what  was 
done?  The  Legislature  of  Michigan  called  a  convention 
of  the  people.  It  met,  and  convdered  the  question, 
and  finally  concluded  not  to  consent  to  the  boundary. 
But,  at  a  subsequent  period,  an  irr^iilar  convention 
came  together  by  the  spontaneous  movement  of  indi- 
viduals, and  without  authority  from  any  one — a  voluntary 
collection — and  declared  its  assent.  Well,  sir,  bow  did 
that  place  the  matter?  You  have  got  the  content  of  a 
convention,  as  it  ia  calledt  but  does  that  remove  the 
difitculty*  What  did  you  send  the  matter  back  for?  You 
sent  it  back  that  the  people  of  Michigan  might  alter 
their  constitution,  so  thst  the  bounds  of  their  State  juris- 
diction might  be  changed,  by  withdrawing  jurisdiction 
from  the  territory  claimed  by  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  as- 
serting it  over  the  added  territory.  And  has  it  been 
done?  The  constitution  has  not  been  changed  in  a 
letter.  It  stands  just  as  it  did.  The  jurisdiction  of  the 
State  has  neither  been  withdrawn  from  that  territory 
you  gave  to  Indiana,  nor  from  that  clatmed  by  Ohio,  nor 
extentled  to  that  which  you  assigned  ber  on  the  other 
side  of  the  lake.  How  can  she  extend  ber  jurisdiclion 
to  the  one,  or  withdraw  it  from  the  other,  but  by  altering 
her  constitution?  And  is  her  conatitiition  altered?  Not 
a  letter  of  it.  The  convention  at  Ann  Arbor  claimed  no 
rij(ht  to  alter  the  constihition,  and  they  had  none.  By 
their  own  constitution  there  are  but  two  modes  provided 
according  to  which  that  instrument  can  he  altered.  I 
need  not  trouble  you  with  the  detail;  t  will  only  state 
that  the  process  must  originate  with  the  Legislature. 
This  is  Ihe  provision  of  her  own  constitution.  And  was 
not  that  constitution  ratified,  in  1835,  at  the  ballut-box? 
And  how  can  its  provisions  be  waived?  Her  constitu- 
tion provides  two  modes,  and  it  has  not  been  done  ac- 
cording to  either.  The  convention  dul  not  pretend  to 
altn  the  constitiiiion;  they  claimed  do  such  authority. 
Who  was  it,  then,  that  came  here  laat  year?  It  wu  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  the  penlnauU  of  Michigan,  in- 
cluding a  part  of  Indiana  and  Ohio.  l*hey  have  not* 
then,  withdrawn  their  jurisdictior.  from  the  lands  and 
people  in  these  two  States.  They  propose  the  same 
constitution  now  that  they  did  then.  It  was  the  penin- 
aula  of  Michigan  last  year,  and  it  is  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan  this  year.  The  same  constitution,  Ihe  same 
people;  yea,  the  same  that  the  Senate  unanimously  re- 
fused to  admit  into  the  Union. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  injustice  of  Congress  in 
delaying  ila  action  touching  the  admissiun  of  Michigan. 
The  charge  miy  be  true,  but  it  dues  nut  affect  me.  I 
had  no  part  in  effecting  the  delay.  But,  whatever  may 
have  been  our  fault,  it  is  not  to  be  rectified  by  the  adop- 
tion of  vident  means.  We  may  resort  to  those  meas- 
ures, but  it  will  not  help  Hie  ailment. 

Again :  I  may  say,  individually,  that  I  have  no  objection 
that  Uichigui  ahoukl  enter  the  Union.   I  believe  Uiat 
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Ibe  po^Ution  of  that  Territory  ought  to  be  a  Stktc  in 
this  Unwn.  Mj  only  difficulty  refen  to  ihe  manner  of 
the  admiwon.  If  there  ha4  been  no  change  in  their 
condition  Mnee  laat  year,  and  last  year  you  could  waive 
the  difficulty  only  by  calling  a  conTention,  why  ii  there 
not  theunte  difficulty  nowf  If  Maryland  had  presented 
beraelf  one  year  alooe  fur  admissioD,  and  the  following 
ycer  ibould  eoioe  in  company  irith  Delaware,  would  tlw 
qucatioo  of  admis^  be  tb«  Mmef  Certainly  not,  be- 
cause  it  would  not  be  the  laoie  body  of  people  that  were 
asking  admtaiion.  Nor  could  a  conititution  made  for 
Maryland  coTCr  DeUware.  Tet,  by  admitting  Michigan, 
you  propose  to  cover  with  the  constitution  a  great  addi' 
tional  territory.  Can  it  be  done?  Only  by  doing  vio- 
lenee  to  conatitutional  principle,  and,  I  will  add,  to  com- 
mon aenie.  I  do  not  know  that  gentlemen  can  aatiary 
tbeaaelves  by  laying  that  the  difficulty  is  immaterial,  li 
it  the  flame  body  of  people  who  applied  last  yearf  None 
of  them  «-ere  beyond  the  lake,  and  part  now  to  be  ex- 
cluded were  in  Ohio  and  Indiana.  This  cunititution 
neither  covers  nor  asBerts  jurisdiction  over  the  Territory 
now  proposed  to  be  admitted.  Are  you  not,  then,  ubout 
to  admit  a  Slate  without  a  constitution*  1  beg  gentle- 
men  to  conrider  litis  objection.  I  do  not  really  see  how 
this  is  to  be  argued  down.  How  \%  it  to  be  grappled 
with^  And  how  is  the  constitution  now  uft'ered  to  be 
the  constitution  of  that  Territory  which  you  propose  to 
admit  ai  a  State?  I  am  told  that  the  population  is  not 
numerous.    Be  it  so.  How  does  that  aller  the  question? 

I  will  now  ask  the  attention  of  Senators  to  another  point, 
atkd  I  refer  to  it  without  the  remotest  feeling  or  thought 
of  unkindneas  towards  those  who  have  been  elected  Sen- 
ators from  Michigant  on  the  eontraryt  it  will  give  me 
'  great  happiness  to  be  associated  with  them.  But  sup- 
pose the  argument  to  be  tniet  that  under  the  ordinance  of 
1787  the  ptuple  of  the  peninsula  could  not  cceate  ihem- 
selvea  into  a  State,  what  does  your  constitution  providf!  ? 
It  requires  that  the  Senators  in  this  hail  shall  all  be  elected 
by  the  State  Legihlalurea.  No  other  process  is  provi- 
ded. Now,  1  ask,  was  Michigan  s  State  at  the  time  she 
eiercised  the  power  of  appointing  these  gentlemen? 
You  ioA  virttially  say  by  your  bw  that  there  was  no 
State  then.  You  did  not  even  undertake  to  waive  the 
objection  on  this  ground.  You  said  (tiat  Michigan  had 
no  power  to  fix  her  own  boundaries,  and  that  she  should 
not  have  the  boundary  slie  had  fixed  upon,  and  that  Ihe 
body  which  had  elected  their  Senators  could  nut,  with 
those  boundaries,  be  received  as  a  State.  This  is  an  ir- 
regubrity  that  yuu  cannot  waive.  You  cannot  legislate 
members  into  this  body.  The  constitution  is  Imperstive, 
and  there  b  no  such  thing  as  comprombing  this  objcc- 
tioa>  Now  you  propose  to  readmit  Michigan,  and  who 
will  come  here  as  her  Senatora?  Will  it  not  be  the  very 
individuals  who  are  Ihui  elected?  And  the  same  objec- 
tion will  applji  to  the  member  of  the  other  House.  The 
constitution  requires  that  those  who  vote  for  members  of 
Congress  shall  be  those  who  vote  for  ibe  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  State  Legbbitlfe.  But  Michigan,  being 
no  State,  has  no  State  Legiilaturei  and  how  babe  con* 
atilutionally  to  get  members  of  Congress'  1  have  sworn 
to  support  the  constitution  uf  the  United  States.  1  can- 
not break  that  oalli  from  reelings  of  friendsliip.  I  had 
rather  that  my  friends  should  suffer,  and  that  the  admb- 
sion  of  Michigan  should  be  postponed. 

Ur.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  lie  had  hoped  that  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill  would  have  ceased,  as  was  usual,  on  the 
leeood  reading.  Although  he  was  one  of  the  committee 
that  bad  been  so  severely  rebuked  for  reporting  the  bill, 
so  much  time  hsd  been  consumed  with  it,  that  he  bad 
determined  to  say  nothing  on  the  subject.  Ai  there  was 
an  obstinate  determination  to  continue  it,  he  wuulil  say  a 
few  words  to  justify  the  opinion  to  which  he  was  com- 
mitted by  eonseitting  to  the  report.  He  wtutd  not  in- 
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fliet  a  regular  speech  on  the  Senate.  It  had  alreai^  suf- 
fered too  much  by  the  cruelly  of  others.  In  fact,  if  db- 
posed  to  do  so,  he  would  not  know  bow  to  commence, 
or  where  to  brgint  whether  at  Mr.  Dallas's  letter,  lbs 
Baltimore  convention,  the  revolutionary  spirit  of  Mary- 
land, or  the  divine  right  of  Government  to  perpetuate 
and  enforce  its  own  authority,  independent  of  the  con- 
stituent power.  These  aubjcets  had  principally  taken 
the  place  of  the  one  before  the  Senate.  A  very  strMned 
cifort  had  been  made  to  rabe  the  question  into  a  magni- 
tude  and  importance  which  did  not  belong  to  it.  It  was 
simply  one  of  fact,  unless  we  were  disposed  to  unsettle 
every  thing  which  had  been  determined  at  Ihe  Ust  ses- 
sion, and  trace  the  history  of  society  from  its  earriest 
stages  to  the  trregubr  oganixatton  of  the  Teiritoiy  of 
Michigan*  As  one  of  the  committee,  he  had  not  done 
thiS|  nor  should  be  do  it  now.  He  had  cunfined  himself 
lo  the  fact,  whether  the  people  of  Michigan  had  accept* 
ed  the  terms  we  had  proposed  to  them.  On  this  subject, 
he  had  examined  the  evidence,  weighed  it,  and  cnme  to 
a  conclusion.  He  had  the  kind  and  quantity  uf  tesiimo,- 
ny  which  be  would  require  to  convince  him  on  any  simi- 
lar occasion.    It  had  not,  to  be  sure,  as  had  been  re- 

S|uircd  by  the  Senator  from  Carolina,  the  technical 
urmalities  that  would  entitle  it  to  admission  "  in  a  jus- 
tice's court."  They  had  nut  the  witnesses,  book  in  hand, 
to  prove  the  handwriting  of  the  noie  or  the  signature  lu 
the  bond.  And  who  ever  heard  of  such  evidence  being  re- 
quired as  the  foundation  of  legislation?  Nations  did  not 
legislate  on  the  technical  eiidence  required  by  a  justice's 
court.  They  acted  on  such  probabilities  as  produced 
moral  conviction  of  the  existence  of  a  fact.  We  legis- 
late every  day  on  printed  papers*  without  seeing  the  ori- 
ginals; on  cerl'Heatea,  not  under  oath)  on  publ'icationa 
and  letlerst  and  even  sometimes  the  most  important  le- 
gisblion  was  based  on  public  rumort  public  evidence 
being  sufficient,  in  many  eaaes,  for  public  purposes. 
The  great  object  was  to  be  convinced,  without  regard 
to  ttchnicslliies  in  the  means  of  conviction,  which  were 
well  enough  in  "justices'  courts,"  but  couhl  not  be  re- 
quired in  the  bituness  of  legisbtion,  where  the  very  noto- 
neiy  of  every  proceeding  rendered  imposition  less  prob- 

North  Carolina,  he  said,  had  been  referred  to.  Well, 
it  was  possible  that  a  majority  of  the  peopleof  North  Car- 
olina bad  never  expressly  consented  to  come  mto  the 
Union.  He  ventured  to  lay  that  no  strictly  technical  ev- 
idence that  a  majority  voted  was  required  on  her  admis- 
sion, such  as  would  have  passed  a  court  of  justice.  And 
North  Carolina  might  underUke  to  prove  hereafter  tint 
a  msjority  never  consented,  though  she  had  never  made 
any  objection,  and  had  long  received  the  benefits  and 
performed  the  duties  of  a  member  of  the  Union.  But 
this  was  very  improbable.  The  asme  poitibtlity  existed 
in  the  case  of  Miehigsn.  Though  the  most  important 
subject  ever  agitated  among  Ibe  people  had  been  fully 
agitated  in  every  part  of  that  Slaiei  though  public  elec- 
tions were  held  in  yvery  county  but  twoi  ihnugh  it  wai 
well  known  what  was  the  subject  of  the  convention; 
though  it  was  well  known  that  its  only  object  was  ^  re- 
verse the  decision  of  a  previous  convention,  on  a  subject 
which  they  ranked  among  the  dearest  of  their  interestii 
altliough  these  delegates  publicly  met,  publicly  delibera- 
ted, and  publicly  decided  unanimously  on  the  subject  on 
which  they  were  called  to  deliberate,  and  pubDcly  went 
home  among  their  constituents,  from  whom  we  have 
besrd  not  one  s}ibble  of  compbint,  either  by  letter, 
public  meeting,  legisblive  remonstrance,  of  even  a 
newapaper  pafAgraph;  although  ve  knew  all  these  things 
to  have  taken  place  by  the  prodfs  before  us,  and  not 
brought  iiilu  doubt  by  a  single  whiaper  of  evidence  on 
the  other  side,  yet  it  nay  be  possibb  that  the  m^oriiy 
of  the  people  dbspprove  the  proce^ngs  of  thb  coovcn- 
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t'loni  bat  it  wm  one  of  (he  most  improbRble  thinfi  thkt 
ever  happeneO  in  the  course  of  humin  events.  He 
could  not  be  influenced  by  pottibililifi  aoremntri  tnd 
wts  thererore  ntiafied  that  the  people  of  Michigan  had 
conaenled  to  the  terms  proposed  to  them  by  Cong^ress, 
to  agree  to  a  boundary  and  come  into  the  Union. 

Hut  some  gentlemen,  admitting  ihi*,  innated  that  the 
prnfseedlng  was  revolutionary  i  that  to  allow  the  people, 
in  primary  aasemblira,  •*  lo  set  ihemielvea  up  above  the 
legiklative  authority,"  (ti>  uae  their  own  language,) 
Btruck  at  the  very  foundation  of  our  inttitutloni.  This 
was  ttrange  doctrine  at  the  present  day.  It  was  the 
doctrine  of  the  house  of  Siusrt,  and  of  Bourbon  of  Aus- 
tria, and  of  Brandenburg.  It  was  the  doctrine  of  the 
holy  alliance.  It  was  the  doctrine  of  despotism.  It  was 
a  doctrine  long  unce  exploded,  he  had  thought,  by  all 
free  Oovernmenti,  particularly  by  our  own;  and  if  he 
thought  there  were  any  material  portion  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  who  entertained  such  doctrines,  be 
should  feel  as  much  real  alarm  as  gentlemen  had  imsgln- 
ed  they  felt  at  Ihe  proposition  of  the  commiitee.  The 
whole  of  our  institutions,  both  Slate  and  Federal,  were 
based  on  (his  "monstrous  principle,"  and  had  no  other 
right  to  rest  on. 

The  debate  bad  been  a  most  extraordinary  one.  Gen- 
tlemen bad  conjured  up  frightful  pietuies,  and  then  got 
fr%hten«d  at  the  works  of  their  own  imaginations.  I'he 
Senator  fVom  Ohio  had  stated  himself  to  be  a  plain  mat- 
terK)f-fact  man.  He  certainly  would  not  question  the 
veracity  of  his  friend  as  a  man  of  trutht  but  if  he  would 
allow  him  to  call  his  errors  misapprehensions  or  mis- 
take^ he  would  join  issue  with  him  on  hia  statement  that 
he  was  *•  a  plain  n»tteiM»FAct  man."  He  (Mr.  K.)  bad 
never  known  lo  many  rhetorical  flourishes,  flights  of 
fancy,  irrelevant  references,  and  false  analogies,  brought 
into  any  discussion  upon  any  grave  and  important  ques- 
tion. Something  like  the  visions  of  Conslantine  were 
revived.  Armies  were  seen  msrcbing  and  counter- 
marching in  (he  air,  belted  with  "B<iwie  knives  and 
duelling  pistols.**  Terrific  scenes  of  liberty  tram- 
pled under  font,  bugles,  bayonets,  bombs,  and  blunder* 
busws,  haunted  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  as  the  sure  con. 
aequcncea  of  the  proposed  measure.  AHer  these,  and 
many  such  fancies,  (said  Mr.  K.,)  which  gentlemen  have 
connected  with  this  measure,  they  prove  it  all  by  what 
they  call  coming  to  the  point,  with  a  grave>proposi(ion — 
and  (hat  is,  "  if  we  eslabliali  the  principle,  say  they,  that 
the  Federal  Government  ran  call  a  convention  in  one  of 
the  States  in  this  Un'mn,  liberty  is  lost,  the  constitution 
M  gone."  Despottam,  they  think,  will  atalk  unopposed 
over  the  land,  and  all  State  rights  will  vanish  like  a  sprite. 

One  who  had  heard  all  this  watte  of  eloquence  on  this 
proposition,  and  who  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  woidd 
naturally  suppose  that  some  such  proposition  was  fairly 
the  subject  of  discussion.  But,  so  far  from  this,  nothing 
even  like  it  bad  been  proposed  or  maintained.  Con- 
greaa  had  not  called  any  convention  in  one  of  the  Statea 
of  the  Union,  or  eren  in  Michigan,  who  waa  not  In  the 
Union.  The  plain  truth  wa%  that  Michigan  had  been  a 
Territory,  and  founded  a  constitution  and  State  Govern- 
ment, somewhat  irregularly,  snd  applied  fur  admission 
into  the  Union.  Congress,  after  much  debate,  agreed 
to  waive  all  previous  irregularity,  and  allow  Michigan  to 
be  a  separate  and  independent  community.  But,  xt  the 
same  time,  we  vir(ually  said  to  Michigan,  that,  under 
the  constitution  she  bad  formed,  her  boundaries  were 
uncert^n  and  cquirocaU  that  she  would  probably  innat 
on  boundaries  that  would  include  territory  of  which  we 
had  a  right  to  form  another  State,  or  had  already  trans- 
ferred to  other*.  We  did  nut  wish  to  bring  a  quarrel 
into  (he  confederacy,  by  her  admission  with  unsettled 
boundariep,  and  therefore  we  could  not  admit  her  until 
ber  people,  in  conT«itiot>,  should  agree  (o  i  buundaiy 


proposed.  This  was  the  whole  affair.  A  very  rimple 
matter,  when  plainly  stated  and  fairly  debated.  There 
wa*  no  "cair'of  a  convention  by  Congress,  in  a  State  of 
the  Union,  or  any  where  else.  There  was  no  law  to  be 
enforced,  or  disobedience  to  be  puniahed.  No  federal 
officer  was  to  be  sent  by  an  executive  despot  to  bang  up 
(he  refractory.  It  waa  onlv  a  propoution  made  to  Mich> 
igan,  hi  aniwer  to  one  made  by  her,  which,  if  she  accept- 
ed, she  wai  to  come  into  the  Union,  and  if  not,  ihc  re- 
mained out  of  it.  The  awful  consequences  existed  only 
in  the  imsginationt  of  gentlemen  who  exerted  themielTee 
to  give  a  fictitious  importance  to  this  bill. 

But  (continued  Mr.  K  )  gentlemen  abk,  why  did  Con- 
gress refer  this  matter  to  the  people  of  Michigan,  and 
what  right  had  the  people  to  act  without  the  anthority  of 
the  Legislature.'  Why,  just  because  Congress  knew, 
after  looking  at  the  comtitution  of  Miebigan,  that  the 
Legislature  had  no  mure  power  to  act  than  it  had  to 
change  the  suceeaslon  of  the  seasons,  or  abolish  the 
community  which  it  was  organized  to  represent.  If  Mich- 
igan were  a  State,  and  not  in  the  Union,  this  consent 
involved  an  imporlaiit  change  in  her  organic  Isw,  be- 
sides a  change  of  boundary;  for,  by  consenting  to  the 
condition  we  had  proposed,  her  people  parted  with  all 
the  important  rights  of  sovereignty  whidi  were  surren- 
dered to  the  General  Government  by  each  of  the  States. 

An  organic  law  could  only  be  changed  by  the  people 
in  an  elementary  state  of  society,  above  the  constitution, 
unless  the  constitution  provided  for  the  change.  A  free 
conatitution  waa  only  a  political  power  of  attorney,  con- 
taining the  principlea  on  which  the  Government  should 
be  adminittered,  conferring  powers  for  tlie  purpofe* 
named  in  it,  until  revoked  by  the  eonatiturtit  authority. 
The  I.egislature  had  to  look  for  their  powers  in  the  con- 
stitution, and  could  not  go  beyond  them.  But  to  say  the 
people,  in  their  high  sovereign  capacity,  had  no  power 
to  chsnge  or  modi^-,  or  even  aboli^,  their  constitution, 
when  not  restrained  by  the  federal  constitution,  was 
equivalent  to  »aying  that  a  merchant  could  not  revoke  a 
puwcr  of  attorney  given  for  commercial  purpoaes. 
F.ven  where  the  constiliilion  contained  a  provision  au- 
thorixing  the  Legislature  lo  call  a  convention,  it  migbt 
still  be  likened  to  a  power  of  substitution  in  eomnies^l 
prrson^  where  both  the  original  power  and  power  of 
substitution  were  subject  to  the  conlrt^  of  (he  principal. 
States,  however,  should  never  chsnge  their  constitutions 
for  light  causett  but  «  here  a  nrcessity  existed,  the  right 
was  unquestionable.  It  was  a  revolutionary  right,  aa 
was  every  right  to  change  a  conatitution  of  Government, 
however  alight  the  change.  It  was,  he  said,  no  Icaa  a 
revolutionary  right,  when  exercised  peaceably,  Ibmi 
when  It  was  exercised  by  force,  Wbidi  only  became 
necessary  when  the  right  waa  opposed. 

Mr.  K.  laid  the  Lrgi>lature  might  call  a  convention 
when  there  was  no  express  provision  in  the  coniti(u(ifm 
to  do  so{  but  the  convention  derived  no  additional  au- 
thority from  Ihe  (;all(  it  was  only  recommendatoty.  But 
if  the  people  met,  as  recommended,  and  aeted  upon 
their  organic  law,  the  subsequent  ratification  would  sup- 
ply the  the  preiioua  want  of  authoiity.  In  whatever 
wsy  they  might  be  convened,  however,  their  sets  were 
not  irrevocable  by  themselves,  but  it  was  a  striking  fea- 
ture in  the  cue  of  Michigan,  that  both  the  conventimta 
seemed  to  have  underttood  perfectly  well  that  (he  Le- 
gi&U'.ure  had  no  rif;ht  to  intermeddle  in  the  matter;  and 
they  accordingly  both  protested  against  it.  This  was  a 
principle  ao  palpable,  tliat  all  classes  and  all  panics  aeem 
to  have  understand  it  in  that  new  State,  however  diffi- 
cult it  seemed  to  be  for  some  gentlemen  to  understand  it 
here.  Mr.  K.  thuuf^ht  that  the  matter  had  been  rightly  re- 
ferred to  the  people  themselves,  independent  of  the 
Legislature,  as  they  alone  were  capable  of  makinf  thcM 
impoitant  surrenders  of  lovereignty^  . 
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Mr.  K.  then  briefly  noticed  mnm  reimrk>  of  the  Sen. 
•tor  from  HuMChutetts,  (Mr.  Datib,]  who  had  aUted 
that  Michigan  could  not  be  a  State,  aa,  when  she  rormed 
her  constitutinn,  she  had  no  fixed  boundaries.  TbeSen< 
ater  from  Manaebuaetts,  Mr.  K.  sai'l,  had  insisted  that  a 
fixed  biiundaf>y  was  inseparable  with  tbe  idea  of  a  Stalei 
and  u  the  United  Stoles  had  claim  at  least  to  a  part  of 
the  tenitory  over  which  Uidugan  claimed  juriadietion 
when  sfae  fnuned  her  eoiiatitution,  she  could  not  be  con- 
aidered  at  a  aepsrate  State.  Mr.  K.  said  it  was  perfect- 
ly true  that  a  nation  must  have  a  territory  orer  which  it 
exercised  ^uriadictioni  but  an  undisputed  boundary  waa 
not  essential  to  an  independent  State.  A  community 
m'l^t  be  independent,  and  very  powerful  too,  whoae 
boundaries  were  notwelldefined.  Our  own  boun^iry  waa 
diapated  in  the  Northeast;  and  who  could  state  the  pre- 
ciaB  boaiidariei  of  Ruseiaf  Yet  Rnasla  and  the  United 
State*  were  none  tbe  less  independent  oommuniliea  of 
people  because  their  boundaries  were  not  well  settled. 

Mr.  K.  then  adverted  to  the  preamble  to  the  bill, 
which  had  been  so  strongly  objected  to  that  some  gen- 
tlemen were  willing'  to  vote  for  ihe  bill  if  the  preamble 
were  alricken  out.  He  said,  aa  both  Michigan  and  Ohio 
now  wanted  the  restriction  removed,  and  Hiehigsn  ad- 
mitted without  restriction,  he  would  certainly  have  no 
objeotion,  tf  no  body  else  were  concerned  hut  Michigan 
and  <Miio.  .  If  these  Suies  had  any  dirintereited  love  of 
fiffhting^,  if  he  were  to  consult  bis  own  feelings*  be  would 
say,  let  them  go  at  it  and  fight  it  out.  But  a  community 
of  Slates,  he  thought,  should  act  on  the  same  principle 
as  a  community  of  individuals.  They  should  keep  the 
peace  among  disorderly  members.  It  would  frequently 
gratify  two  bullies  to  settle  •  quarrel  in  tite  public 
streets^  sorroonded  by  a  mob,  but  no  wellKH>gani>ed 
conmunity  would  permit  auch  disorder.  This  squab< 
ble  between  Michigan  and  Ohio,  about  a  few  acres  of 
grtmiHl,  might  aet  tbe  whole  Union  into  a  blaze,  and 
poadhly  cost  the  Government  millions  of  dollars  to  put 
it  down.  If  tbe  restriction  were  retained,  he  had  no 
doubt  Michigan  would  continue  to  obaerve  it  in  good 
bith,  and  we  should  hear  no  more  about  it.  We  sbouIH, 
most  likely,  avoid  the  horrors  of  another  Toledo  cam- 
paign. He  had,  therefore,  thought  it  best  to  retain  the 
preamble,  and  not  repeal  the  eonditioni  and  he  hoped 
the  bill  would  pass,  and  pass  juit  as  it  was. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  it  was  passed,  by  yeas  and  nays,  aa  follows: 

VxAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgis,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles,  I'age,  Parker, 
Rfves,  Robinaon,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipttm, 
Walker,  While,  Wright— 35. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittendeo, 
DavIs,  Ken),  Moore,  Prentiss,  Southard,  Swifl— 10. 

The  Senate  then  adjourued. 


FaiDAT,  Jascart  6. 

BUILDING  FOR  UNITED  STATES  COURTS  AT 
PHILADECPHIA. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Pbiladdphis,  praying  that  an  appropriation 
may  be  made  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for 
the  acctHumodatton  of  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  also  for  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary  at  that  ctly. 

Ur.  B.  wd,  in  presenting  the  petition,  I  recommend 
it  to  the  contention  of  the  Judiciary  Commitlee.  I 
can  aay  we  have  brought  tbe  penitentiary  system  in 
Pennsylvania  to  perfeetioo.  Our  plan  baa  become  a 
nwdel,  not  only  in  many  parts  of  this  country,  but  in 
Europe.  And  aa  it  will  be  necenary,  at  no  remote  timr, 
for  tbe  United  States  to  erect  peBiteutiarie«>  it  appears 


to  OM  that  there  is  not  a  more  suitable  place  where  to 
commence  than  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  called  for  the  reading  of  the  memo- 
Halt  aid  it  baving  been  read,  Hr.  C.  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  its  being  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary) but  he  hoped  they  would  pause  and  we>gh  the 
question  a  long  time  before  they  would  give  their  assent 
to  our  commencing  a  penitentiary  s)'Stem  of  the  United 
States.  There  waa  patronage  enough  exertused  by  Ihe 
General  Government  already — its  powers  were  great 
and  extensive,  without  their  being  introduced  into  a 
State.  He  objected  to  a  State  aiid  General  Government 
acting  together.  He  merely  threw  out  these  sugges- 
tions to  the  committee,  in  the  hope  that  tbey  would 
pauae  a  long  time  before  they  would  give  their  sanction 
to  the  commencement  of  the  proposed  system. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  he  did  not  object  to  tbe  reference 
of  the  memorial  to  the  committee  of  which  he  waa  a 
member.  But  as  to  pausing  a  long  time  on  tIte  subject, 
he  had  made  up  his  mind,  and  be  would  say  that,  so  far 
aa  he  could  judge  of  the  diaposiliun  of  his  colleagues, 
they  would  not  pause  fur  any  length  of  timr;  for  tbe 
committee  would  report  in  a  few  days,  not  only  on  tbe 
■ubiect  of  penitentinries,  but  on  court-houses  also. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  that  lie  was  sorry  to  hear 
that  tbe  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  comnittee  had  made 
up  hia  mind  on  tbe  aubject.  It  appeared  to  bim  (Mr.  B.) 
that  at  some  period,  not  very  remote,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  erect 
penitentiaries.  How  could  it  be  avoided?  As  long  aa 
the  Government  of  ihe  United  States  are  a  Government 
executing  their  own  laws,  and  punishing  ofTendera 
against  them,  they  roust  make  some  provisions  fur  their 
puni^menl.  The  States  without  entertalniiw  any  hos- 
tility to  the  Government  oS  tbia  Union*  might  find  it  veiy 
inconvenient  to  accommodate  the  prisonen  sentenced 
by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  What  was 
to  be  done?  Were  tbey  to  be  aet  at  Irbertyf  Were 
they  not  to  receive  tbe  punishment  inflicted  by  the  lawsf 
He  could  not  suppose  that  any  State  would  not  show  a 
proper  comity  to  tbe  United  Slatea  courts.  But  suppose 
It  should  happen  that  they  were  unable  or  nnwillmg  to- 
do  ihia,  in  what  a  aituation  would  the  Government  be 
placed?  He  could  not,  he  confessed,  see  in  this  thing 
any  interference  with  the  rights  or  the  liberties  of  the 
States.  He  bad  no  idea  that  his  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee  to  the  aubject  would  have 
caused  tbe  least  debate,  or  he  would  not  have  done  it. 

The  petition  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  CLAY,  (Mr.  Ewinc,  of  0\i\o> 
having  been  ca'led  home  by  sickness  in  hia  family,)  Ihe 
Senate  proceeded  to  tbe  further  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution  repealing  the  Treasury  order  of  July 
last,  fce.  The  queation  being  on  the  substitute  offered 
by  Mr.  Rivaa,  tor  refusing,  by  the  United  States,  iba 
paper  of  auch  banks  aa  should  issue  bills  under  cerlain 
specified  denorninations — 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  addressed  the  Senate  on  the  subject 
at  large,  in  continuation  and  conclusion  of  bla  former  re- 
remarlu  on  tbe  subject  as  given  entire  in  preceding 
pages. 

THE  MINT  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  when  Mr.  SouTuaD 
had  concluded  bis  remarks,  this  subject  and  all  tbe  ' 
other  previous  orders  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
preceeded  to  cennder,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
tbe  bill  from  the  Hoiise  of  Representativet  supplement- 
ary to  the  act  for  establishing  a  mint  and  regulating  tbe 
coins  of  the  United  States. 

Tbe  amendment  proposed  by  the.  Committee  onFi- 

Digitized  by  LiOOglC 


327 


GALES  &.  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


328 


Bbsati.] 


TVeoMiry  Grmlar. 


[Jav.  9,  183r. 


Btnc^,  eitending  the  limit  of  vutK^e  allowed  to  the 
sbief  c(»iier,  from  one  ORe^houNndth  part  to  one  and 
a  bM  one-iho(irandth  part«  was  sdopted,  tnd  the  bill, 
10  amended,  wu  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  entered  into  Tirious  expltnatory  de- 
tails ahowing  aome  small  ebangea  conlempbted  by  tb* 
bill. 

Aher  which,  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table,  hilt  aubsequenlly  «raa  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a 
tiiird  reading. 

After  tranaacting  aome  other  buiineaii  the  Senate  apent 
a  abort  time  in  executive  buaineii. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HolTDAT,  JaSUABt9. 

The  CHAIR  presented  the  credentiala  of  the  Hon. 
Samoxl  PnBHTifls,  re-elected  Senator  for  >iz  additional 
years,  from  the  State  of  Vermont. 

Alao,  the  credentiala  of  Hon.  WiuiAX  C.  Pisstoit, 
re-elected  Senator  from  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina. 

TBRAStlRY  CIRCULAR. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  prcvioua  ordera  were 

poalponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  con. 

wderationof  the  joint  reaolutionreicindingtha  IVeaiury 

order  of  July,  1836. 
liie  question  being  on  Mr.  Riria'a  tubtlilule, 
Mr.  STRANGK  roae  and  addretsed  iheCliair  asfol- 

Iowa  I 

Mr.  President:  It  waa  not  my  purpose  to  have  addrea 
aed  the  Senate  to-day,  but  aa  some  gentlemen,  who  de- 
aire  to  be  heard  on  this  question,  have  deferred  their 
preparation  from  an  expectation  that  I  would  occupy  the 
fiootf  I  am  unwilling  that  inconvenicDce  should  rcbult  to 
■  member  of  ibis  body  bofo  any  misconception  arising 
from  intimations  I  may  bare  given.  Therefore,  althuujtb 
not  prepared  to  my  own  satisfaction,  I  will  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate  for  a  few  momeiiti.  I  could 
have  voted  upon  the  original  rcsoluliona  of  (he  Senator 
from  Ohio  tub  ailentio,  because,  in  so  doing,  my  vote  , 
would  have  eipUined  itself)  but  in  adopting  the  substi' . 
tute  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  I  shall  be  placed  in  an 
equivocal  position  before  my  conatiiuenta,  and  therefore 
tbmk  it  neeeisary  that  certain  explanatory  comments 
abould  accompany  my  vote.  I  will  not  deny,  that  as 
thoughts  flowed  in  upon  my  mind  during  the  di^cusMon 
of  the  original  question,  I  occasionally  felt  disposed  to 
give  them  utterance;  but  prudence,  that  cowardly  and 
■omctiraei  asaaann  virtue,  destroyed  each  embryo  pur- 
pose aa  soon  as  it  was  formed.  But  now  ahe  changea 
sides,  and  ubispers  me  that  it  is  due  to  myself,  andihoae 
whom  1  have  the  honor  in  p&rt  to  represent,  to  crave 
the  indulgence  of  ilie  Senate  for  a  few  moments. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  original  resolutions,  because  they 
proposed  to  rescind  an  executive  order.  1  do  not  mean 
by  this  a  mere  verbsl  criticism,  for  I  suppose  the  honor- 
able Senator  really  meant  what  his  resolution  contained, 
and  proposes  to  reaeind  or  repeal  an  executive  order  by 
-a  vote  of  the  Nhtional  Legislaturei  and  this,  with  due  def* 
erenee,  I  conceited  to  be  a  manifest  solecism.  The 
leglslatiTe,  executive,  and  judicial  depbrlments  of  this 
Government  are  wisely  sepanited  by  the  constiiut'on, 
snd  one  cannot  interrere  with  the  province  of  another. 
The  legislative  preaeribes  rulca  for  tbe  executive  and 
judldary,  but  cannot  itself  perform  any  kgishilive  or 
judicia]  function,  except  in  the  special  oases  set  fortb  in 
-  tbe  constitution.  Congress  may,  if  it  be  necessary  and 
proper,  command  the  Executive  to  repeal  llie  Treasury 
order,  out  cannot  ittelf  repeal  it.  Congress  parses  laws 
for  the  government  of  every  citizen,  from  the  hi^hrst  to 
the  lowest,  and  at  his  own  peril  he  yields  or  withholds 
obedience.  As  well,  and  even  with  more  propriety, 
might  tbe  Supreme  Court  say  it  rrpesls  anactuf  Cud- 


gress,  when  it  pronounces  it  unconstitutional,  snd  refuses 
to  enforce  it.    And  as  welt  might  Congress  say  it  re* 
peals  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  when  that  de- 
cision, having  opened  its  eyea  to  some  defect  in  the  ex- 
isting law,  induces  it  to  prescribe  a  new  rule  for  future 
action.    Even  when  tbe  decisions  of  the  court  are  pal- 
pably  repugnant  to  tbe  existing  law,  C»rgress  cannot  re- 
peal tbem.    Congress  may  direct  what  decisions  shall  be 
made  in  future,  but  cannot  re|>eal  those  already  pub- 
lished.   Neither  can  it  repeal  the  deeiaionsof  the  Ex- 
ecutive.   The  Legislature  prescribes  rules  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  both  theae  departments,  and  to  each  of  them 
it  must  be  left  to  apply  tbemt  and  each  must,  in  the  firat 
instance,  judge  how  Ur  its  own  actions  square  with  tbe 
rules  prcseribed,  upon  its  own  official rr^MXiaibility.  A 
direct  declaration  of  repeal,  therefore,  nuiat  be  alto- 
gether nioperative,  and  of  course  an  absurdity.  The 
truth  is,  this  Treasury  order  is  altogether  an  execut  ve 
act,  and  can  only  be  undone  by  executive  authority. 
Congress  may  command  its  repeal,  and  doublleasthe  Ex- 
ecutive would  yield  such  command  respectful  obedience. 
But  it  strikes  me  there  is  something  in  the  mode  of  this 
undertaking  to  efiect  tbe  repeal  of  the  Treasury  order, 
not  consistent  with  strict  parliamentary  proprielj't  at 
least,  not  alti^ther  consistent  with  tlto  prufeased  pur- 
pose of  those  who  desire  its  reprsl.    It  is  laid  down  in 
Jefferson's  Manual,  the  highest  authority  acknowledged 
by  us  in  such  matters,  that  "  When  the  House  com- 
mands any  tfain|r,  it  is  by  order.    But  facts,  principles, 
their  own  opinions  and  purposes,  are  txprcesed  in  ihe 
form  of  resolutions."   Now,  the  resolutions  before  ua, 
while  they  aasume  the  name  of  resolutions,  eflTect  tbe 
office  (riT  fH^eia,  and  to  perfnm  more,  as  I  tbtnk  I  have 
before  abown,  than  even  an  order  would  be  competent 
to  accomplish. 

But,  again,  1  am  opposed  to  the  resolutions,  because 
they  propose  to  prescribe  a  rule,  unnecessarily,  as  I  con- 
ceive, in  a  matter  where,  from  its  nature,  a  large  dia- 
cretion  is  dewrable,  being  b^ly  convenient,  and  in  do 
degree  liable  to  dangerous  use.   I  know  it  is  tbe  fashion 
of  the  day  to  suppose  that  Ute  executive  authority  is  the 
only  one  liable  to  abuse,  or  in  any  way  likely  to  threaten 
the  liberttea  of  the  country.    Among  the  bletaings,  Hr. 
President,  for  which  we  of  the  present  day  are  dcbtora 
to  Heaven,   there  are  hone,  politically  speaking,  fur 
which  we  have  more  juat  reason  to  be  grateful,  than  that 
the  formation  of  our  constitutiim  has  not  been  Itft  to 
our  own  handsi  tliat  we  have  received  it  ready  formed* 
in  all  ita  beautiful  proportions,  by  men  who  seem  to  have 
been  commissioned  by  Heaven  for  tbia  very  thing.  Sur- 
rounded by  an  atmosphere  just  purified  by  the  storma 
and  Cfmvulsions  of  the  Revolution,  etery  one  feeling 
more  strongly  than  any  other  want  that  of  an  equal* 
wise,  snd  impartial  Government,  they  addressed  iheoi- 
selvra  to  the  ta&k  with  no  faculty  biaaed  by  local  or 
personal  passions.    They  sought  for  truth  with  tlieir 
visual  organs  purged  from  the  mists  of  prejudice,  and 
they  found  her.    They  liatened  lo  ber  inspilcd  instruc- 
tions, and  penned  the  hsppy  constitution  under  which 
we  now  live,  the  envy  of  other  natinns,  and  the  pride  of 
our  own.    They  divided  Government  into  three  depart- 
ments, and  prescribed  the  sphere  in  which  eat^i  ahould 
move.    Harmony  and  safvty  will  ever  attend  itsactitn, 
while  each  s'.rictly  observes  the  law  of  its  creation*  But 
it  is  difficult  to  say  from  which  the  most  direful  resulte 
are  to  be  apprehended,  sboukl  it  with  eccentric  move- 
ment forsake  ita  natural  orbit,  and  invade  those  of  its 
sister  plant ts.   Viewing  this  nrutler  in  tbe  light  of  cx:- 
perience,  we  should  be  led  to  suppose  tbstfrom  the  le- 
f[islative  department  there  was  the  greatest  reason  for 
jealousy  of  usurpation,  or  invaaion  of  tbe  province  of 
others.    Tbe  moat  reowkableanddeaoUtingrevolutiona 
of  which  modern  history  furnishes  an  account  are  tboae 
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ofBo^Miduid  Pmno^  and  die  oompleta  prntrfttion  of 
tiw  exeeuttretnd  judioiti  authorMin  benath  th«  feet 
of  Ibelegisbtive  marked  tbote  ni^uinary  events  But 
t»  prcM  tb'n  portion  of  the  subject  no  farther,  suffice  it 
to  njt  that  true  wisdom  dictates  to  each  department 
great  forbearance  towards  the  others,  and  a  no  lesS' 
•erupuloui  abatioence  from  iafringing  upon  their  rights, 
than  a  jealoas  care  of  its  own.  -  Toe  eollection  of  the 
revenue  is  strictly  an  exeeutire  act    Tbe  Legislature, 
to  be  sure,  can  alone  prescribe  the  subjects  of  revenue, 
nnd  the  mode  of  its  collectioni  but  tbe  funds,  to  use  ttie 
language  of  tbe  resolution,  in  which  receivable,  is,  in  tbe 
general,  a  bir  subject  to  be  left  to  the  Executive,  under 
tbe  constitution,  and  the  broad  range  of  cireumatances 
which  may  from  time  to  time  arise.    The  general  prin* 
ciple,  certainly,  (from  which  neither  common  reason  nor 
oanTenicnee  will  allow  of  any  wide  departure)  Is,  tbat 
the  public  revenue  should  beeolleeted  in  what  is  ob- 
viously equivalent  to  so  Draeh  f^d  and  niver,  ihe  ac- 
knowledged sundarda  of  value  both  by  the  coiiatitution 
and  the  usage  of  trade.    What  is  so  equivalent  muit  de> 
pcod  greatly  upon  circumstances  continually  fluctua- 
ting—the  currenia  of  trade,  and  the  peculiar  application 
Ibr  which  any  given  portion  of  Ihe  revenue  is  designed. 
Sometimes  tbe  ease  of  the  citizen  may  be  consulted  to 
•  peat  extent,  in  perfect  oonratency  with  the  security 
orUie  Trcasuryi  and  at  otbera.  nothing  abort  of  the 
prcoiooa  nelals  themselves  will  serve  the  purposes  of 
the  pablTC  demands.    1  do  not  mean  to  say  that  Con- 
gress has  not  the  power  of  dictating  even  the  funds  in 
which  tbe  revenue  may  be  psid,  or  that  there  is  any 
thing  improper  in  her  dmng  soi  but  that,  in  general,  the 
officer  whose  business  it  is  to  supervise  the  Treasury,  in 
bis  turn  under  the  superviiion  of  the  Executive,  will  be 
well  oipable  of  judging,  and  much  more  eompctent  to 
act  to  the  advantage  of  the  public,  under  sudden  enter* 
geneies,  (which  no  humsn  sagacity  is  tufficient  to  lore- 
see,)  when  untrammelled  by  rigid,  inflexible  rulef)  and, 
therefore,  unlesa  strong  considerations  call  for  the  en- 
actment of  such  rules,  it  is  far  better  to  leave  him  with 
the  reaponttbility  upon  his  own  shoulders,  wbich,  with- 
out such  enactment!,  would  real  there.    Thus  the  ex- 
ecutive class  of  publio  officers  would  be  stimulatcd  to 
more  activity  I  feeHng*  in  addition  to  their  responsibility 
to  OS,  the  representatives  of  the  people,  a  direct  re* 
•ponaibili^  to  tbev^  our  common  masters,  for  the  wisdna 
and  fidefi^  of  tbeir  action. 

I  am  farther  opposed  to  the  resolutions,  because  they 
proceed  upon  a  principle  altogether  unknown  to  custom, 
and  directly  at  war  with  sound  policy.  In  general,  cither 
a  public  or  private  agent  is  bound  to  collect  the  debts  of 
bia  ptinetpM  in  specie,  or  something  cleariy  its  cquiva- 
lenti  his  undivided  attention  should  be  directed  Id  the 
tatemt  of  him  whom  he  represents.  Tral}',  tbat  dispo- 
sition to  oblige,  which,  with  rare  exceptions,  character- 
izes all  intelligent  men,  and  atill  more,  in  public  matters, 
that  loVe  of  popularity  by  which  alone,  in  our  country, 
men  are  either  elevated  to  office  or  sufTerrd  long  to  re- 
tain it,  are  ample  guarantees  that  tbe  debtor  will  not 
be  eobjeeted  to  inconveniences  not  demanded  by  the 
•genfs  own  respomSbiliiy  to  his  pr'meipalt  and  these  are 
all  tbat  have  been  heretofore  thought  safe  to  allow  the 
dcbior,  or  at  all  reasonable  fur  liim  to  uk.  In  fact,  it 
generally  happens  that  consultation  of  his  own  ease  in 
making  his  collections  with  the  least  labor  and  trouble, 
the  law  of  kindness,  and  the  love  of  popularity,  induce 
the  agent  to  relax  from  an  observance  sufficiently  rigid 
of  the  interests  of  bis  principal,  and  to  receive  payment 
in  fuads  not  tbe  most  valuable,  if  not,  in  many  cases, 
•omewbat  doobtlbl.  Bucb  seems  to  have  been  at  one 
time,  to  a  very  alarming  extent,  the  fiscal  experience  of 
this  Government.  But  these  resolutions  propose  to  spur 
tbe  flying  steed,  to  impose  that  si  an  obligation  towards 


which  there  is  already  a  natnrri  and  dangerous  proclivi- 
ty. They  propose  essentially  tdkahaoge  the  office  of  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and,  requiring  him  to 
overlook  the  security  of  the  national  property,  compel 
him  to  receive  the  national  dues  in  a  class  of  funds  from 
which  the  debtor,  havini;  the  right  of  selection,  will  of 
course  choose  what  will  be  most  eanly  obtained,  and 
consequently,  in  sll  probability,  the  least  safe  and  valu- 
able. 

1  am  again  opposed  to  the  resolutions,  because,  aalcun- 
ceive,  they  are  Intended  to  censure  the  President  »f  the 
United  States.    If  any  doubt  rested  upon  the  mind,  upon 
the  mere  perusal  of  the  resolutions  themselves,  that 
doubt  muat  cease  as  soon  as  we  listen  to  the  comments  of 
their  advocates,  and  the  reasons  which  urge  them  to  their 
support.   Some  uf  the  reasons  upon  which  they  sre 
avowedly  supported  are  the  evil  motives  ascribed  to  the 
President,  in  eaa«ng  tbe  issue  of  the  Tressury  order 
they  are  derigned  to  repeal.    He  is,  in  effect,  charged 
with  frisehoodt  for  the  Treasury  order  bears  upon  its 
face,  doubtlessly  under  his  own  authority  and  direction,, 
the  motives  wliich  induced  him  to  give  it  existencet  and 
we  are  here  publicly  told  tbat  his  true. motives  were  of 
an  altogether  different  kindt  thus  directly  charging  him 
with  an  attempt  to  deceive  the  public,  in  placing  before  it 
bhe  motives  for  bia  official  action.    But  this  is  not  all. 
He  'm  not  only  charged  with  fdsehood,  but  at  least 
one  of  the  motives  imputed  to  him  is  in  itself  altogether 
base  and  dishonorable.    We  are  told  that  some  of  the 
land  apeculKturs  alluded  to  tn  the  order  were  his  own 
particular  friends,  whose  interest  )>e  was  soticitous  to 
promote!  that  they  have  already  made  large  investments 
in  the  public  lands,  and  are  threatened  with  loss,  or  at 
least  a  necessity  of  holding  for  an  inconvenient  length  of 
time,  should  the  United  States  continue  to  be  a  compet- 
iter  with  tbem  in  unrestricted  salest  and  that,  while  the 
United  Slates  is  demanding  specie,  tbey,  by  selling  for 
paper,  would  acquire  a  preEerence  in  tbe  market,  and 
be  enabled  to  command  better  prices)  thus  making  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  forgetfulness  of  his 
high  station  and  his  well-earned  honors,  to  sell  the  latter 
for  trash  to  enrich  his  friends,  and  prostitute  the  former 
to  gratify  tbeir  avarice.    Another  motive  assigned  is, 
that  being  in  heart  opposed  to  the  deposile  law  of  the 
last  session,  he  was  desirous  of  tliro*ing  everj'  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  its  eieeution,  to  verify  the  evrl  omens  ut- 
tered by  himself  and  friendsin  relation  to  it,  and  tn  ren- 
der it  odious  ill  the  eyes  of  the  people.    To  sccomplisb 
sll  this,  the  Treasury  order  was  framed,  in  the  hope  that 
the  pressure  and  embarrasiments  it. should  produce  might 
be  imputed  to  the  deposite  act.  It  may  be  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  was  not  well  inclined  lu  the  de- 
posite  set,  and  tbat  in  truth  it  is  a  miachievous  meaaure, 
some  of  the  evils  of  which  are  now  demonstrating  tbem- 
selve*;  that  those  sre  now  feeling  them  who  could  not 
inan^  otber  way  be  brought  to  dream  of  theirexistencet 
that  in  bet  the  connexion  between  present  difficulties 
and  the  depoaile  act  is  so  intimate  as  to  make  it  appear 
that  one  waa  got  up  by  previous  design  to  accompany  the 
otber.    But  however  all  this  may  be.  It  is  well  known 
the  |>reBent  Chief  Hagistraie  is  not  a  man  to  accompli^ 
his  views  by  any  indirection!  tbat  a  bold  and  manly,  and, 
as  his  enemies  think,  a  rash  and  reckless  policy,  is  one  of 
bis  charactcristica.    Yet  gentlemen  who  advocate  these 
resolutions  avcribe  to  him  conduct  highly  diungenuous, 
and  motives  exceedingly  dishonorable.    It  is  not  my. 
wish,  in  malice,  to  impugn  the  motives  of  any  one;  and 
if  1  abould  refer  unfavorably  to  the  motives  of  a  party,  I 
hope  no  gentleman  within  or  without  these  walls  will 
consider  it  personal  to  himself,  or  springing,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  firom  individual  feel  ng.    We  are  all 
men,  and  are  all  liable  to  have  our  judgment  warped, 
howcf  erclear  and  intuitive  originally,  by  theiallun-menta 
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of  perauulon,  the  fiscinBtion  of  aflection,  the  deliuioM 
of  prejudice,  or  the  mAdaesB  oF  pisaton;  titd  when  I  find 
myself  differrng  with  another,  I  am  always  willing  to 
suppose,  and  hsve  it  supposed,  that  either  he  or  my- 
self have  fiilen  under  subjection  la  one  of  these  malign 
influences. 

There  nre  genttemen  still  living,  *nd  on  the  theatre 
of  ptiblie  action,  wboae  bne  onoe  fired  my  In&nt  soul 
with  »dmiration,  u)d  whoK  fime  I  still  cherish  m  the 
boatl  of  my  country.  But  God  has  given  to  every  ra- 
tional and  responsible  being  facutttea  by  which  he  is. 
bound  to  try  the  actions  and  opiniona  of  others  as  welt  as 
his  ownt  he  must  be  obedient  to  their  decisions,  and  not 
suffer  himself  to  be  led  captive  at  the  chariot  wheels  of 
authority.  Tried  by  this  standard,  I  have  fuund  those 
vhom  1  once  viewed  as  little  less  than  demigods,  men  of 
like  paHtona  with  myaelF,  and  in  like  manner  subject  to 
idols,  as  the  learned  Lord  Bacon  has  been  pleased  to  terra 
the  various  delusions  to  which  the  human  miitd  is  expo- 
sed. While,  therefore,  I  am  still  disposed  to  accord  to 
them  the  fame  they  so  justly  merit,  and  allow  to  them  at 
the  same  time  patriotism  equal  to  that  of  Curiius,  who 
sealed  his  with  his  life,  I  yet  see  in  them  motives  to  as- 
sail the  present  administration  well  culculated  tu  mislead 
them,  and  find  in  Ibem  a  practice  of  indiscritninate  con- 
demnation of  all  its  meaaures.  Like  the  Jews  of  old, 
their  cry  continually  lit  "cananygood  come  out  of  Naza- 
reth f"  They  must  be  indulged  in  the  cry,  but  it  is  the  du< 
ty  of  every  one  who  hives  his  couniry  to  answer  that  cry, 
in  all  its  various  modifieationa,  whenever  he  shall  believe 
it  groundless,  with  instant  denunciation,  lest  the  people 
become  deluded  by  it,  and  stimulated,  as  of  old,  to  the 
■acrifice  of  their  best  friend,  their  truest  benefactor. 
Let  roe  not  be  misunderstood.  Much  as  I  caieem  and 
admire  General  Jackson  as  a  patriot  and  wise  statesman, 
let  it  not  be  said  I  liave  ever  uttered  the  blasphemous 
thought  that  he  bean  the  most  remote  comparison  with 
the  sacred  personage  who  feH  a  victim  to  Jewish  perse- 
cution. But  I  do  insist  that  to  these  original  resolutions 
it  is  a  ju«t  cause  of  resistance  that  they  are  designed  to 
swell  the  cry  of  disapprobation  agaiifEt  an  administra- 
tion pronounced,  as  1  understand,  by  Nathaniel  Macon, 
the  political  patriarch  of  North  Carolina,  the  best  this 
country  has  ever  witnessed. 

Uut  thii  objection  is  intimately  connected  with  anoth- 
er; and  that  ia  the  tendency  of  the  adoption  of  these  res- 
otutiiins  to  the  re-estsblishment  of  the  United  States 
Bank.  The  whole  of  the  parly  with  whom  I  have  the 
honor  tu  act  concur  in  the  opinion  that  this  institution 
cannot  exist  consistently  with  the  canstitution;  and  many 
who  differ  from  us  in  other  matters  unite  witli  ua  in  be* 
lieving  it  one  highly  dangerous  to  the  public  weal.  But 
theae  are  questions  not  now  for  discuniont  they  may  be 
considered  as  settled  by  the  verdict  of  the  people.  But, 
sir,  a  new  trial  is  moved  fur,  and  ail  sorts  of  devices  are 
set  on  foot  to  prepare  the  mind  of  the  only  tribunal 
which  can  decide  whether  or  not  it  shall  be  granted  to 
lend  a  favorable  ear  to  the  application.  None  is  more 
likely  to  be  successful  than  the  conviction  that  the  fiica) 
concerns  of  the  country  are  prooe  to  gross  mismanage- 
ment without  it.  If,  therefore.  Congress  shall,  by  the 
adoption  of  these  resolutions,  give  color  to  such  abelief, 
gentlemen  have  already  warned  us  in  their  speeches  of 
Uie  bearing  it  is  likely  to  liave  upon  the  question  uf  the 
recharter  of  the  United  States  Bank.  This  recharter  is, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  the  main  object  for  the  accom- 
plisliment  whereof  the  present  administration  is  abused 
and  vilifietl,  and  all  the  other  party  machinery  set  to 
work.  Amongolher  thing!!,  whb  tlie  cunning  characteris- 
tic of  a  eertam  little  animal  eororoon  in  our  country,  the 
bank  pretends  to  be  dead.  But  it  ia  a  delusion :  the  mon- 
ster is  nut  dead;  it  does  not  even  sleep.  I  owe  it  totliere* 
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of  them  my  highly  esteemed  personal  friendly  to  say  tliat 
my  hostility  to  the  bank  ia  entirely  political.  To  moreable, 
and,  for  aught  I  know,  more  honest  hands,  hearts,  and 
beads,  than  some  who  have  heretofore  held  some  control 
of  its  affairs,  they  could  not  have  been  committed.  But, 
even  with  them,  flagrant  abuses  have  attended  its  admin- 
istration, and  the  freedom  of  elections,  that  life-^ring  of 
our  political  system,  been  serimisly  threatened.  If  these 
things  happen  in  the  green  tree,  what  will  be  done  in 
the  dry.'  If  honcit  men  are  borne  away  upon  the  tideof 
human  pasdon,  what  nay  we  expect  wlien,  as  in  the 
common  course  of  things  may  well  hippen,  mere  stock- 
jobbers and  knaves  shall  rule  over  its  destinies?  Bvery 
tendency,  then,  to  its  recharter  ought  to  be  resisted,  even 
if  the  problem  were  demonstrated  that  we  could  not 
manage  our  fiscal  concerns  so  well  without  it. 

These,  sir,  are  some  of  the  reasons  that  would  hare 
indixposed  me  a  priori  to  support  the  original  rcaolutiom. 
But  gentlemen  say  they  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  the 
order  rescinded,  because  it  was  issued  in  contemptuous 
disregard  of  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  expressed  at  ila 
last  session.  If  this  be  so,  it  ia  a  grievous  faulti  and  that 
tlie  alieg' d  perpetrator  hath  not  been  called  upon  more 
grievously  to  answer  it,  is,  to  my  mind,  proof  pontive 
that  the  accusation  is  groundless.  I'be  cireomslanra 
whieh,  as  1  suppose,  givea  color  to  (his  charge  is,  (hat 
at  (he  last  aession  of  Congressit  was  proposed  in  (he  Sen- 
ate to  adopt  a  resolution-  aubstantiaUy  conformable  to 
the  present  Treasury  order,  which  a  majority  of  (he  Sen- 
ate refused  to  do.  To  test  this  matter,  let  us  suppose 
the  administration  the  private  agent  of  a  private  individ- 
ual, whom  we  will  imagine  to  be  Congresa.  In  aooM  of 
those  moments  when  the  mouth  unconsciously  poun 
forth  the  fulness  of  the  heart,  the  a^ent  overbears  bia 
principal,  while  casting  over  in  his  mind  the  large  es- 
ta(es  of  whieh  he  is  the  proprietor,  and  the  vast  sums  of 
money  which,  by  way  of  rent,  are  pouring  into  his  cof- 
fers "  I  believe,"  says  he,  •*  1  u^ll  tnatnict  my  agent  to 
receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  from  my  tenants." 
He  debates  the  matter  over  with  himself,  and  finally  con- 
cludes (0  give  his  agent  no  instructionBupm  the  subject. 
But  gold  and  silver  are  the  legal  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, and  (he  agent,  of  his  own  bead  and  imagination, 
compels  the  tenants  to  pay  in  gold  and  silver.  They 
eompUIn  that  it  wouU  have  been  far  easier  for  them  to 
have  paid  in  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks.  With 
what  justice  could  the  principal  complain  that  he  had 
been  contempt  uoualy  treated  by  his  agent,  because  be 
had  not  construed  his  not  commanding  him  to  demand 
gold  and  »lrer,  as  an  instruction  not  to  demand  gold 
and  ^Iver?  1  confess,  had  I  the  honor  to  have  beeo  at 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  t  should  have  rea- 
soned in  this  way.  NotwlthsUnding  a  proposal  to  give 
me  special  instructions  upon  this  matter.  Congress  hae 
thought  it  expedient  to  leave  me  to  my  own  discretion, 
upon  my  ofRciitl  responsibility,  and  expects  me  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  this  novel  crisis  of  affairs  may,  from 
lime  to  time,  require.  My  situation  is  difficult  and  deli- 
cate, and  it  behooves  roe,  with  statesmanlike  eye,  to 
survey  the  scenei  and,  with  nanty  and  judicious  firm- 
ness, to  adopt  such  measures  as  are  demanded  by  the 
exigency.  Puerile  fears,  or  irresolution,  on  my  part» 
may  endanger  the  whole  national  treasure.  But  we  are 
told  that  the  Execulire  has  no  right  to  consider  the  state 
of  affainj  no  right  to  take  any  measures  with  reference 
to  the  currency  of  the  country,  or  the  disposal  of  the 
public  lands.  That  these  are  matters  exclusively  with 
Congress.  Indeed,  sir!  and,  pray,  why  have  we  any  Ex- 
ecutive at  lilf  Why  does  not  Coogreaa Just  pass  lawi^ 
and  phuie  their  execution  in  the  bands  of  menu  of  thchr 
own  selection  and  appointment?  Simply  because  our 
forefathers  were  too  wise  to  adopt  any  such  form  of 
gorernment.  They  knew  that  a  ^petual  le^riatire 
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body  wu  the  moft  trrannica)  of  all  inatUutioiMt  and  tliat 
intemb  in  its  sessions,  as  well  as  its  existence,  were  es- 
sential to  liberty.  But  they  did  not  intend  that,  during 
Ihoae  intervals,  the  vessel  of  state  should  float  down  the 
stream  of  events  without  a  pilot.  No,  sir,  they  constitu- 
ted a  reaponHbte  Executivet  responsible  to  the  gfreat 
Borereign  power  from  wbom.  and  by  whom,  he  is  called 
to  the  exercise  of  high,  useful,  and  tionorsble  fanetioni. 
fTbcre  the  Legislature  presertbrt  for  him  particular 
rules,  provided  they  be  such  as  the  eoostltution  allows 
them  to  prescribr,  be  Is  bound  to  follow  them  with  im- 
plicit obedlcncet  but,  where  they  have  omitted  (o  do  so, 
the  broad  chsri  of  the  constitution  is  the  only  limit  to  a 
diacretion  which  he  is  nut  only  at  liberty  but  is  bound  to 
exercise.  He  is  criminally  negligent  if,  within  those 
linritB,  he  faib  to  adopt  such  measures  as  the  public  exi- 
geneies  ma^  demand.  He  has  not  only  a  right,  but  la 
bound*  to  judge  when  such  exigendes  exist,  and  so  to 
frame  bis  measures  as  to  pass  them  in  safety.  Whether 
he  acts,  or  forbears  to  act,  he  has  not  onty  to  encounter 
the  strict  wdeal  of  public  opinion,  but  may  be  called  up- 
on to  answer,  on  impeachment,  fur  excess  on  the  one 
hand,  or  la^ard  indifference  on  the  other.  And  is  the 
right  of  judging  to  be  denied  b)m*  when  such  responsi- 
bilitf  for  events  rests  upon  bis  shoulders?  Whrn  not 
only  the  fiune  which  baa  been  his  passport  to  high  dis- 
tinction u  to  be  matched  from  liim  by  the  decision  of 
bis  cotermporsries,  and  himself  tried  and  degraded  upon 
a  formal  proceeding,  but  the  page  which  bands  bis  name 
down  to  posterity  marked  with  the  opprobrious  words  of 
tyrant,  usurper,  knavf,  fool,  or  cowardf 

Try  him  as  a  private  agent  to  whom  you  have  com- 
mitted your  affairs.  A  wide  space  intervenei— scaa  roll 
between  you,  at  for  some  other  reason  he  ii  not  within 
reach  of  instruction.  An  important  crisis  takes  place, 
and  by  a  single  step  he  may  make  your  fortune.  The 
crisis  passes,  and  the  strp  is  not  taken.  Yuu  hear  of 
this  crisis,  and,  believing  that  you  have  trusted  your  af- 
fairs to  a  wise  man,  you  do  not  doubt  that  all  that  was 
proper  to  have  been  done  has  been  done.  Wlien  next 
yuu  meet  your  agent,  you  say  to  him,  *'  Where  are  the 
golden  ingots  you  have  amassed  for  mcl  where  the  treas- 
ures of  Ethiopia  and  ibe  Indies'"  *'  1  hare  them  not,*' 
replies  your  sgent.  "Why,"  you  inquire,  "did  you 
not  perurm  such  and  such  an  actf"  "I  did  not  "  the 
agent  doggedly  repltest  "you  did  nut  lell  me  to  do  it." 
Would  you  not  seixe  him  by  the  throat,  and  iitdignanlty 
exclaim,  "Stupid  doll!  did  I  lelt  you  not  (o  do 
Tell  me  not,  ttien,  that  the  must  important  public  agent 
may  doze  in  the  palace  provided  for  his  accommodation, 
and  move  only  tibcn  quiekenctl  into  action  by  legisla- 
tive impulse. 

But  this  brings  us  toanother  point.  Senators  say  that 
Congress  bss  already  preacribrd  the  rule  in  this  ease, 
and  declare  that  this  order  is  in  violation  of  it,  and  there- 
fore illegait  and  upon  this  point,  meihouglit,  the  other 
day,  the  highly  distinguished  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
"  hit  his  thumb  at  us."  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  that 
gentleman  knew  any  thing  of  the  character,  or  even  the 
name,  of  the  bumble  Senaior  from  North  Carolina,  but 
be  alluded  to  a  class  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be- 
long. I  know  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
wielda  a  ponderous  lance,  and  with  the  arm  of  a  giant, 
and  1  should  be  loth  to  encounter  its  deadly  thrust. 
But  lie  has,  as  I  think,  asKumed  to  himself  ground  on 
wliicb  a  stripling  might  venture  lo  assail  him.  As  an 
eagle,  "  towering  in  his  pride  of  place,"  may  drop  a 
leallicr  from  his  plumage,  destined  at  some  future  day 
togiveforceand  direction  to  ibe  arrow  which  wounds  him, 
so  did  the  Senator  from  Hsssaehuselts,  in  one  of  those 
able  effusions  which  contributed  to  place  him  on  that 
enviable  elevation  he.  now  occupies,  furnish  arguments, 
Alreng  end  breritflble,  against  tlie  porition  be  has  now 


thought  proper  to  assume.  If  rhe  Treasury  order  is  il. 
legaC  1  would  ask,  in  the  flrst  place,  what  need  of  fur- 
ther legislation?  Does  a  law  derive  more  efficacy  from 
repetition^  Or  does  its  obligation  depend  upon  the 
number  of  ponderous  tomes  it  may  fill?  If  gentlemen 
really  believe  there  is  a  law  now  existing  which  over- 
reaches the  Treasury  order,  are  they  not  aporting  with 
uB  when  they  ask  us  to  past  anotberr  If  the  Executive 
is  in  bet  regardless  ofe  law  passed  in  1816,  will  he  be 
more  mindful  of  a  law  passed  in  18371  But  let  us  bear 
what  law  is  violated,  or,  rather,  alleged  to  be  violated. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  a  speech  delivered 
in  1816,  informs  us  that  by  the  statute  all  duties  and  tax- 
es were  required  to  be  paid  in  the  legal  money  of  the 
United  States  or  in  Treasury  notes.  What  was  the  le- 
gal money  of  the  United  States?  At  that  time  Congress 
had  legalized  no  money  except  gold  and  rilver,  and 
United  States  Bank  notesi  and,  of  course,  if  only  legsl 
money  was  receivable,  nothing  but  gold  and  stiver,  and 
Treasury  notes,  and  United  States  Bank  notes,  were 
receivable)  but  the  following  joint  resolution  was  then 
adopted: 

7%e  joint  retohiiion  0/I8I6. 
•'That  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury  be,  and  he  here- 
by ia,  retiuired  and  directed  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
he  may  deem  necessary  to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
all  duties,  tsxeo,  ^ebts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or 
becoming  payable  to  the  United  Sutes,  to  be  collected 
and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or 
Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Ststes,  u  by  law  provided  and  declared,  or  in  notes 
of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand,  in 
the  said  legal  currency  of  the  United  States;  and  that, 
from  and  after  the  30th  day  of  February  next,  no  such 
duties,  taxe^  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  be- 
coming payable  to  t(te  United  SUIes  as  aforesaid,  ought 
to  be  collected  or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal 
currency  of  the  United  Statns  or  Treasury  notes,  or 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of 
bsnka  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand,  inlbeaatd 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States." 

And  this,  it  is  tsid,  compels  llie  Secretary  of  the  TreBs> 
ury  to  receive  in  payment  of  public  dues,  at  the  option 
of  the  debtor,  either  gold  or  silver,  or  Treasury  notes, 
or  United  Slatea  Bank  notes,  or  notes  of  banks  which 
are  paid  or  payable  on  demand  in  legal  money.  Ltn- 
gusge,  I  suppose,  Mr.  President,  is  subject  to  various 
interpretations,  according  to  the  relationship  which  the 
speaker  bears  tu  the  aubject-matter.  As,  for  instance, 
if  a  creditor,  addressing  hia  affcnt,  ahould  say  to  him, 
**  Tou  must  collect  for  me  either  gold  and  silver,  or 
Treasury  notes,  or  United  States  Bank  notes  or  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks,"  could  he  understand  him  in  any 
other  sense  thsn  that  he  would  be  astufipd  with  either, 
leaving  to  hia  agent  to  collect  in  either  fund,  according 
to  the  dictate  S(  convenience?  If  the  creditor  stiould 
intend  to  assume  the  singular  attitude  of  speaking  main- 
ly in  behalf  of  his  debtor,  ought  not  the  sgent  lo  be  dis- 
tinctly spprized,  in  some  way,  that  such  was  the  fact, 
before  he  could  be  justly  charged  with  disobedience  uf 
orders  in  not  alluwing  the  debtor  to  choose  the  fund  in 
which  he  should  pay?  And  would  not  evenr  one  be  fil- 
led with  astonisliment,  should  a  debtor  be  round  unrea- 
sonable enough  to  insist  to  the  sgent,  thst,  upon  any  in- 
structions he  might  hiive  received  frum  his  principal,  he, 
the  drbtor,  acquired  a  right  of  action  againat  him  fur 
rleclintng  to  obey  those  instructions^  But  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  will  not,  I  am  peraueded,  dilTer  with 
me  upon  this  priniuple  of  law:  that  in  construing  statutes, 
reference  may  be  had  to  the  old  law,  the  mischief,  and 
the  remedy.  What  docs  the  history  of  the  times  inform 
us  was  tbe  o!d  law,  and  tbe-miM:lud&  at  the  sdoption  of 
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th*  renltttioii  oTlBiif  The  Senator  from  UunchuKtti, 
in  the  ipeecb  above  referred  to,  informs  ua  that  "all 
dutiea  and  taxea  were  required  to  be  paid  in  the  legal 
none;  of  the  United  States,  or  in  Treasury  notes." 
This  waa  old  law.  The  miaeliicf,  we  learn  from  the 
■ime  Hithorily*  was,  f  that  ihe  notei  of  banks  of  a  hun- 
dred different  descriptions,  and  almoit  as  nuuij  different 
▼aluca*  bad  been  received^  and  were  still  receired." 
What,  then,  was  the  remedy  intended  by  Congress?  To 
give  tlie  Secretary  a  wider  latitude  in  favor  of  the  debl> 
or,  or  to  correct  the  mischief,  and  instruct  him  entirely 
with  reference  to  the  production  of  a  more  heaUhy  state 
of  the  Treasury  f  Most  obviously  the  latter;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  fifteen  ycari  ago  it  would  Iwve  been  esteemed, 
by  gentlemen  of  all  parttea,  the  moit  wild  chimera  Im- 
aginable, in  any  public  debtor  to  have  set  up  the  pre- 
tence nf  selecting  the  fund  in  which  he  would  pay  off 
hia  reaponsibility.  And  yei  it  is  UFKcd,  by  way  of  au- 
thority upon  (his  point,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  has  so  construed  the  resolution  of  1816,  sa  is  evin- 
ced by  his  advising  Congress  to  remove  the  obligation 
upon  the  Treasury  to  receive  Unit^  Statea  Bank  notes 
in  payment  of  public  dues.  But  ihii^  ]  think*  does  not 
at  all  contribnte  to  the  proof  of  the  proposition  contend- 
ed for,  aa  it  ia  evident  that  the  obligation  alluded  to  by 
the  President  is  that  contained  in  the  charter  of  the 
United  Statea  Bank,  and  not  to  any  command,  either  ex- 
preas  or  implied,  in  the  joint  reaotuiion  of  1616.  There 
II  nothing  on  the  score  of  authority,  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, I  believe  I  am  warranted  in  saying  that  the  weight 
of  authority  is  the  other  wayt  as  in  eflect  the  operations 
of  the  United  Statea  Bank,  while  the  fiscal  agent  of  (he 
country,  amounted  to  the  actual  collection  of  specie 
from  Government  debtoris  so  that  the  charge  of  illegal- 
ity on  this  ground  is  not  sustained  either  by  argument  or 
authority.  And,  indeed,  I  think  it  iaJn  effect  abandon- 
ed by  the  admission  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
might  refuse  to  receive  in  Maine  notes  pay»ble  in  Geor- 
gia, and  vice  verio/  or,  in  other  word«,  that  he  is  at  liber- 
ty 10  judge  whetherthe  fund  offered  ia  worth  so  much 
gold  and  silver  at  the  place  offered,  sitbough  it  may  be 
at  par,  or  even  above  par,  at  some  other  place.  But 
another  case  may  be  put,  for  which  the  resolution  would 
have  provided,  if  it  had  been  intended,  in  all  cases,  to 
deprive  the  Secretary  of  the  Trt- asury  of  any  discretion. 
A  b^nk  whose  notes  have  been  regularly  redeemed  with 
specie  exists  in  the  place  where  the  money  is  to  be  paid 
to  the  public  receiver,  and  those  notea  are  valued  at  par 

•  in  the  market.  The  pubho  receiver  his^  however,  cer- 
tain information  that  Ihe  bank  ia  in  critical  eircumatan- 

,  crs,  and  will  unquestionably  blow  up  in  a  few  hours. 
What  is  he  to  do?  According  to  the  construction  of  the 
rrsoluiion  of  1816  contended  for,  he  is  not  at  liberty  to 
refuse  the  money,  because  this  is  doubtless  a  specie-pay- 
ing bank,  and  may  possibly  continue  to  be  sot  but  the 
receiver  has  no  right  to  exercise  any  judgment  upon  that 
question,  and  must,  in  the  mean  time,  receive  a  sum  of 
money,  however  lai^,  with  the  strongest  eoovtctlon 
upon  his  own  mind  thai  lie  is  receiving  worthless  rags, 
which  will  prove  a  total  loss  to  the  Government.  But 
the  Treasury  order  is  further  said  to  be  illegal,  because  it 
discriminates  between  actual  settlers  and  others,  and  in- 
deed it  is  said  lo  be,  in  this  respect,  in  violation  of  the 
constitution  itself.  1  he  clause  in  (he  eye  of  the  object- 
or i*  the  first  of  ibe^Sd  section  of  the  4th  art  cle  ol  the 
constitution,  declaring  *'that  the  citizens  of  each  State 

•  ^11  be  entitled  to  all  privilegea  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States."  The  acta  nf^nearly  if  not 
quite  every  State  in  the  Union  have  given  construction 
to  tbia  dauae  of  the  constitution,  by  which  it  seems  to 
have  been  understood  as  contempUting  nothing  more 
than  the  defence  of  the  citizens  of  one  State  from  the 
disabilities  of  alienage  in  uioUicr.   The  preemption 


rights  recognised  in  nearly  sll  Ihe  land  legislation  of 
C»ngres8  is  a  farther  precedent  and  aanctionof  the  pinn- 
ciptc.  But,  so  far  as  Ihe  present  debate  it  concerned,  it 
is  sufficient  to  say  tbst  thia  discrimination  in  the  Treasu- 
ry order  no  longer  exiata.  It  haa  fulfilled  the  term  of 
duration  ori^nally  allotled  to  it»  end  no  longer  Ibnns  m 
feature  in  this  executive  measure. 

But  some  have  farther  urged  the  illegality  of  th* 
Treasury  order,  upon  the  ground  that  its  operation  is 
not  extended  to  Ihe  customs  of  the  country.  This  argu- 
ment would  be  a  very  sound  one  in  the  mou(h  of  bim 
who  w  as  con(ending  for  a  further  extenuon  of  the  Treas- 
ury order,  so  as  to  embrace  the  customs,  but  is  certain- 
ly not  at  all  calculated  to  impugn  the  propiiety  of  re- 
quiring the  public  lands  to  be  paid  for  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency. It  ia  to  be  remembered  that  thia  order  operatci 
mainly,  if  not  altogether,  onaales  made  a(\er  its  passage, 
and  surely  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  wrong,  injustice, 
or  illegaliiy,  in  demanding  different  kinds  of  payment  for 
debts  of  a  character  altogether  different.  Slilllesacao 
there  be  any  thing  unlawful  in  one  having  property  to 
aell  saying  to  purchasers,  "if  you  buy  this  article,  it 
will  suit  me  to  receive  payment  in  current  notesi  but  if 
you  buy  this  other  article,  you  must  pay  fur  it  in  gold 
and  tilver."  This  brings  somewhat  under  consideration 
the  land  law  of  1830,  which,  if  an  express  justification 
was  required  for  the  Treasury  order,  furnishes  it,  and 
sweeps  away  at  once  every  pretext  for  charging  it  with 
a  want  v(  legality.  By  it  the  public  land  ia  required 
to  be  paid  for  in  cash;  and  as  some  difficulty  has  been 
raised  upon  the  signification  of  tliis  word,  in  order  to  it« 
solution,  at  least  to  my  own  satisfaction,  I  have  had  re- 
course to  the  dictionary  lying  un  your  desk.  1  there  find 
that  cash  is  ready  monryi  and  upon  turning  to  (he  word 
ttumejf,  I  find  it  aignifies  metals  coined  for  (he  purposes 
of  comntercei  so  that  in  fact,  under  that  law,  atl  the  pub- 
lic Irfnds,  wi  iiout  the  Treasury  order,  can  now  only  be 
paid  for  in  ready  money,  to  wit:  metal  coined  for  the 
purposes  of  commerce,  in  Treasury  n  jtes,  or  land  scrip. 
So  much  for  the  legality. 

But  the  policy  of  this  Treasury  order  is  also  assailed; 
and  upon  this  pwnt  I  must  admit  thai,  having  been  hur- 
ried into  this  debate  somewhat  sooner  than  I  had  intend- 
ed, I  am  unable  to  do  any  thing  like  justice  either  to 
myself  or  the  subject.  I  am  under  great  obligations  to 
gentlemen  oa  both  sides  for  the  lif^ht  they  have  cast  upon 
it,  snd  am  not  less  indebted  to  the  lightning  corrusca- 
tions  of  those  opposed  to  the  order,  thsn  to  the  calm  ir- 
radiation which  has  shone  from  this  quarter.  In  1816 
the  able  Senator  from  Hamchuaetts  was  pleased  to  say: 

*■  I'here  are  some  political  evils  which  are  seen  as 
soon  as  they  are  dangerous,  and  which  alarm  at  once  aa 
well  the  people  as  the  Government.  Wars  and  inva- 
sions, therefore,  are  not  always  the  most  certain  dastroy- 
ers  of  national  prosperity.  They  come  in  no  queationable 
shape.  They  announce  their  own  approach,  and  the 
general  safety  is  preaerved  by  (be  general  alarm.  Not 
ao  with  the  evils  of  a  debased  coin,  a  depreciated  paper 
currency,  or  a  depressed  and  blling  public  credit.  Not 
so  with  the  plausible  and  insidious  mischiefs  of  a  paper- 
monev  system.  These  insinuate  themselves  in  the  shape 
of  facilities,  accommodation,  and  relief.  I'hey  hold  out  the 
most  fkllsciuus  hope  of  an  easier  payment  of  debts,  and 
B  lighter  burden  of  taxation.  It  is  easy  for  a  portion  of 
the  people  to  imagine  tlul  Gpicrnment  may  properly 
con(iiioe  to  receive  depreciated  paper,  because  they 
have  received  it,  and  because  it  ia  mure  convenient  to 
obuin  it  thsn  to  nbtam  other  paper,  or  specie.  But  on 
these  subjects  it  is  tbst  Government  ought  to  exercise 
its  own  peculiar  wisdom  and  caution.  It  is  supposed  to 
possess,  on  subjects  of  this  nature,  somewhat  more  of 
foresight  than  has  fsllen  to  the  lot  of  individuals.  It  is 
bound  to  furcKe  ttie  evil  before  oery  nan  feels  it. 
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and  to  Uke  ill  neceniry  noPMurea  to  ffa*r6  ag^imt 
although  they  awy  be  mcMure*  attendefl  with  some  difR- 
cully,  and  not  without  some  tempormry  inconvenience. 
•  •  •  •  The  only  power  which  the  Gorernment  pot- 
•enct  of  restraining  the  isMiei  of  the  Slate  bKiikt  n  to  re- 
tmt  ibeir  nutei  in  the  receipts  or  the  Treasury.  I'bii 
power  it  can  exercise  now,  or  at  least  can  provide  now 
tat  nEcreWng  it  in  reasonable  timr,  beotuse  the  eurren> 
ey  of  flonie  part  of  the  country  is  yet  sound,  and  the  evil 
is  not  yet  (inirM^.  '*  *  *  But  1  hsTe  expressed  my 
belief  on  more  ihsn  one  occuion,  tnd  I  now  repeat  the 
opiniun,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  return  of  peace,  to  have  returned  to  the  legal 
ftnd  proper  mode  of  collecting  the  revenue.  •  •  •  • 
II  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  influence  of  the  Treaa- 
ury  could  haie  effected  all  this.  If  not,  it  could  have 
vritbdrawn  the  de|MMil»(  and  the  coontenanec  of  Gov- 
emmciit,  from  institutions  which,  against  all  rule  and  all 
propriety,  were  holding  great  sums  in  Government 
Mocks  and^  making  enormous  profits  from  the  circula- 
tion of  their  own  dishonored  paper.  Thil  which  was 
most  wanted  wai  tlie  designation  of  a  lime  for  the  corre* 
•ponding  operation  of  bmks  of  different  places.  This 
could  have  been  made  by  the  besd  of  the  Treasury  bet- 
ter than  by  any  body,  or  every  body  else.  •  •  This 
Goremment  has  a  right,  in  all  oases,  to  protect  il»  own 
revenues  and  to  guard  them  against  demlealion  or  had 
and  depreciated  paper." 

This  speech  is,  in  my  opinion,  ample  authority  for 
nearly  s]|  that  I  have  asserted,  or  wish  to  svtert,  on  the 
present  occasion.     It  expressly  decbrea  the  insidious 
and  dangerous  nature  of  the  paper  qrstem.    It  asserts 
hoth  the  power  and  the  right  of  the  Government  to  regu- 
late the  currency  to  a  great  extent,  by  the  refusal  at  the 
TreaiDry  of  paper  money.   It  enforen  the  duty  of  the 
Goremment  to  foresee  evils,  and  take  all  necessary  iiteaa- 
ures  to  guard  against  them,  before  every  man  feels  them, 
although  such  measures  may  be  attended  with  some  dif- 
ficulty, and  not  without  some  temporary  inconvenience. 
It  also  alleges  that  Government  is  supposed  to  have,  on 
subjects  of  this  nature,  somewhat  more  of  foresight  than 
has  Allen  to  the  lot  of  individuals.  Thus  supported,  1  do 
not  think  1  can  be  very  far  wrong  in  having  made  similar 
Bfaertions  and  declarations.   But  the  framera  of  our  ex- 
cellent constitution  affixed  their  signet  to  what  teems  al- 
most a  dictate  of  nature  herself,  that  tlie  precious  metals 
provided  by  her  for  that  purpose  are  the  moi>t  proper 
media  for  commercial  exclianges.    They  ezprestty  pro- 
fiibited  the  States  from  making  any  ihing  hut  gold  and 
silver  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts,  and  the 
Stales  themselves  from  issuing  bills  of  credit.   In  rela- 
tion to  the  circulatioD  of  the  country,  it  la  alt<^Pther  im- 
possUile  for  the  Qenml  Government  to  occupy  a  neutral 
atand.   She  must  contribute  to  the  width  and  dcptfi  of 
this  ocesn  of  paper  money,  as  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts has  so  properly  termed  it,  or  by  her  action' dry 
up  the  streams  continually  pourinf;  into  it.  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  agree  to  this,  and  tell  ua  (hat  the  United 
Stales  Bank  is  the  only  instrument  she  can  succcaifully 
use  to  prevent  its  overspreading  the  wbote  terra  fitma  of 
the  Dation.   The  Preinaent  of  the  Vnitcd  States  has  said 
that  it  may  be  accomplished  through  the  fiscal  operations 
of  the  Treasury,  without  the  aid  of  a  national  bankt  and  this 
Treasury  order  is  one  of  the  links  In  the  chain  of  opera- 
tions proposed)  and  now,  before  time  is  ifTorded  to 
teat  its  efficacy,  ere  six  short  months  have  rolled  away, 
we  are  called  upon  to  arrest  its  action.    But  gentlemen 
say  its  baneful  efTeets  have  been  already  found  too  serious 
to  be  longer  endured,  under  the  hope  of  fulare  advan- 
tages; that  it  baa  already  brought  distress  and  ruin  upon 
the  eountty.    How  has  it  brought  distress  and  ruin  upon 
the. country'   By  destroying  public  confidence,  is  one 
retpome.  And  would  not  my  tiling  elae  whlbh  thow 


who  control  tbe  mammoth  bank  at  Philadelphia  and 
their  parttaans  dioosa  to  pronounce  a  dangerous  experl- 

Iment  destroy  public  confidence^    1  -am  certain,  Mr. 
President,  we  shall  never  see  confidence  stable  in  the 
money  market  of  this  country  tijt  that  inslitulion  haa 
ceased  to  struggle  for  an  existence  authorized  by  the 
Congress  of  tbe  United  Slates.    But  gentlemen  eay  it 
produces  such  a  drain  for  specie,  that.bank  discounts  aie 
necesMTily  euruiled.    This  ia  precisely  one  of  the  ef- 
fects desired,  and  it  is  doubtless  to  the  real  interest  of 
the  country  that  it  ahould  continue  to  produce  sucli  ef- 
fects.   But  that  it  ought,  in  the  nature  of  things,  to  have 
produced  auch  effccu  in  a  very  moderate  degree  is,  I 
tbink,  apparent  from  the  very  small  qusntily  of  specie 
(not  exceeding  $1,800,000,  I  understand,)  which  has  in 
fact  been  transported  westwardiy.    Other  causes,  much 
more  adequate  to  produce  this  effect,  have  been  at  woikt  v 
other  abstraotions  of  specie,  in  much  larger  quantities^ 
have  tsken  placet  and  forty  millions  of  money  thrown 
from  its  former  channels  of  regular  trade,  and  held  in  a 
atale  of  readiness  to  meet  the  provisTons  of  (he  deposile 
act,  teem  to  roe  far  better  reasons  than  the  Treasury 
order  for  the  pressure  complained  of.    What  do  gentle- 
men say  to  llie  pressure  in  England'   Is  that  caused  by 
the  Treasury  order.'   And  has  there  ever  been  a  prev 
sure  in  Ei^land  which  has  not  borne  heavily  on  the  mei^ 
cantile  elanes  in  tbia  country  7   The  Senatw  fromNev 
Jersey  seems  to  think  that  in  proportion  lo  the  increase 
of  the  number  of  the  deposile  banks  *  correspondent 
increase  of  discoimts  should  hsve  taken  place.   Why  so, 
air?  latheactual  amount  of  the  public  revenue  increased 
by  the  number  of  banks  among  which  it  may  be  distribu- 
ted? And  it  not  the  amount  of  this  fund  tbe  haws  of  the 
discounts  nude  upon  it?  But  to  sum  up  the  whole  upon 
thil  poini,  let  it  be  conceded, for  the  sake  of  the  argument, 
that  all  the  alleged  incfrovenienccs  to  the  currency  real^ 
exisl(  are  they  any  thing  more  tl)an  the  dust  of  the  bal- 
ance to  lire  evils  which  must  have  flowed  from  an  unlim- 
ited encouragement  to  bank  issues,  necessarily  following 
the  indiscriminate  receipt  of  bank  paper  nominally  re- 
deemable in  miecie?   Any  gentleman  who  will  cast  an 
unprejudiced  eye  over  the  relative  condition  of  the  dc- 
posite  banks  at  the  adoption  of  (tie  Treasury  order 
and  the  present  time,  wilt,  I  think,  perceive  tliat  there 
is  great  reason  to  believe  it  has  been  the  means  of  saving 
the  whole  paper  sysiero  from  shipwreck,  and  consequent- 
ly the  whole  country,  which  has  unfortunately  become 
so  inlimatrty  connected  with  it.  lie  will  find  (hat  either 
the  specie  has  been  increaaed  or  the  circulation  diminish' 
ed  in  every  instance,  and  in  maity  bo(h  these  conti  ibu- 
tions  to  strength  have  taken  place.   This  is  the  fcwetce- 
tng  tbe  evil  before  every  man  feels  it,  and  Uking  the  ne- 
cessary measures  to  guard  agaiAat  it,  although  they  may 
be  measures  attended  with  some  dilHcuIty,  and  not  with- 
out tome  temporary  tnconvenienee,  which  the  Senator 
from  Hassiehtisetts  has  pronounced  to  be  the  duty  of  e 
Government. 

But  gentlemen  further  allege  that  (he  l>easury  order 
is  oppressive  to  the  purehas^ra  of  public  lands.  One  of 
the  avowed  objects  of  tbe  Treasury  order  is  cheeking 
tbe  specuiationt  in  the  public  lands.  That  such  is  its 
natural  eflTect,  seems  to  be  conceded  on  all  sidest  but 
that  end,  it  is  said,  is  defeated  by  evauon,  and  the  bur- 
den falls  chiefly  on  the  bonafide  purchaser.  That  the 
laitd  flpeculaton  are  by  no  means  to  be  encouraged,  and 
that  llie  practice  is  a  serious  evil  in  our  country,  no  one 
seems  to  denyt  but  the  argument  aeems  to  be  that,  be- 
cause it  cannot  be  effectually  prevented,  no  effort  is  to 
be  onde  to  IsBpose  on  its  check.  Is  this  sound  reason- 
ing? Does  it  beeoflM  Congress  to  thwart  the  Executive 
in  its  attempts  to  diminish  this  evil?  Ought  it  not,  rather, 
by  co-opervtion,  endeavor  to  lessen  llie  opportunities 
fOT  tbe  »Ueged  evsiions?         ^  , 
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Allow  mr,  in  conclu^on,  lo  Bti|;||;eBt  remedies  for  the 
evils  eompUined  of  under  the  Treuury  order,  (sup- 
posing  them  to  eiist  in  kll  (he  rrmgnitude  contended  for 
on  the  other  side;)  remedies  which,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment. Congress  is  bound  to  apply  upon  other  cun«ider»- 
tnins  th«n  thtir  mere  effect  upon  tlie  currency  or the 
country.  The  remedies  to  which  I  allude  are  confining 
thasales  or  the  public  Isnda  to  Mtual  settlers^  Bnd  re- 
ducing the  revenue  by  eastonti  to  the  actual  wants  of 
the  Government.  The  public  lands  constitute  for  ut,  tn 
•  triple  senHe,  a  vast  fund  of  national  weslth.  They 
present,  in  the  first  plucr,  a  wide  field  tn  which  our  multi- 
plying population  is  to  find  fpsce  to  spread  itself  out) 
and  the  very  wideness  of  this  field,  sccording  to  (he  ob- 
•ervations  of  philosophers  and  political  economists,  in- 
creases the  ratio  in  which  this  population  will  multiply. 
Our  strength  as  a  nation  is  therefore  daily,  increasing 
(broagh  their  instn)men(alily,  our  human  maleriel  (so  to 
speak)  for  flee(s  and  armies  becoming  more  abundant, 
and  productive  labor  more  vast  in  its  amount.  In  the 
second  placp,  their  pro<)uct9  will  fornix  sustenance  to 
all  this  multiplying  national  power,  and  leave  an  excess 
to  be  exchan^d  for  the  valuable  products  of  other 
climes  and  whIs.  Lastly,  their  fee  simple  interest  is  con- 
rertible  into  money,  wht-nevrr  required  to  supply  the 
demands  which  may  from  time  to  time  arise  upon  our 
Treasury.  These  three  useful  and  important  objects 
can  only  be  duly  accomplished  by  confining  the  sales  of 
the  land  to  the  wants  of  actual  seltKrs.  It  is  (rue,  by 
throwing  them  into  the  market  alike  for  the  actual  set- 
tler and  the  speciilalor,.  (here  will  be  a  larger  immediate 
influx  of  money  into  ihe  Treasury.  But  does  good  poli- 
cy call  for  suen  an  influx?  la  not  your  national  Treas- 
ury, Bu  far  from  rt  quiring  such  an  influx,  diseased  yrilh 
plethora?  And  have  not  gentlemen,  to  relieve  it,  urged 
on  by  the  necessity  of  (lie  case,  eKher  real  or  supposed, 
voted  at  (lie  last  session  of  Congress  for  a  Uw,  aclLnowl- 
edged  bysll  to  be  dangerous  in  prcceden(,  inexpedient 
as  a  genera)  princ  p'e,  and  sppruaching,  irno(  surpassing, 
the  very  confintsof  the  cmistitution?  The  fear  of  na- 
tional corruption,  the  ruin  of  so  many  prosperous  States 
«  ruin  which  prospemua  States  kave  most  reason  to 
dread,  has  sanctified  in  the  eyes  of  many  a  sterling  pa- 
triot tliat  measure  called  the  deposite  law,  upon  4rhich 
lie  would  have  otheraise  looked  with  horror  and  dis- 
ms)'.  But  in  your  public  lands  you  msy  liold  an  un- 
counted treasure,  witbnut  (he  sppiehension  of  any  such 
consequence.  Your  foreit-covered  wilds,  still  m  the 
possession  Af  Ihe  deer  snl  (he  buffalo,  would  l<e  secure 
Until  your  necessities  called  for  tlieir  use,  and,  unlike 
your  gold  and  rilver,  nn  eye  wouM  be  faaeinated  by  their 
glitter,  no  ear  seduced  by  (heir  musfoti  ring.  But 
when  war  ur  any  other  great  national  exigency  calls  for 
an  extraordinary  stippljT  of  treasure,  here  h  a  fumi  con- 
Tertible  by  sale  into  cash,  or  (he  substantial  security  for 
a  loan]  they  would  be  sufficient  to  repay,  without  resort- 
ing (o  taxatior.—- a  meaiiure  always  otlicus  to  a  free  peo- 
ple. Your  depoHtei  with  the  States,  if  otherwise  un- 
objectionable,  will  never  answer  a  similar  purpose. 
The  very  (>easoti8  when  the  General  Guternmeni  shall 
find  herseir  most  strailened,  the  States  themselvca  will 
be  laboring  under  a  like  pressure.  Already  you  find 
many  of  them  disposed  to  treat  (he  deposite  ss  a  gift; 
and  what  will  they  say  when,  in  the  unseasnTTable  mo- 
ment of  national  calamity,  it  is  demanded  uf  them  as  a 
deb(f  Will  you  not  find  them,  tike  the  States  under 
the  old  eonfederaey,  refusing  or  neglecting  ihectmtri- 
bution  of  their  quutasf  This  will  unquestionably  be  the 
can  with  manyt  while  (i(hers,  lisving  bonorably  com- 
plied with  tlicir  eng*gemen(B,  being  more  fuHunate  or 
more  willing  than  the  rest,  will  begin  to  murmur  iftheir 
sister  Slates  are  not  compelled  ti>  do  likewiaet  and  thus 
will  these  depoaitcs  become  tlie  wbjects  of  dangcroiu  dis- 


cord at  those  very  sessom  when  union  will  be  most  ne- 
cessary to  our  safity,  and  «  ht-n,  but  fur  some  such  ad- 
verse incident,  it  would  be  most  certain  to  exist.  Your 
public  lands,  as  your  preserved  tressure,  have  (his  ad- 
ditionsl  advsntsge,  (hat  they  are  daily  increaung  in  val- 
uet  when  you  sell  one  portion,  what  remains  is  worth 
nearly  as  much  as  the  whole  before  that  portion  was 
taken  off.  Hie  expectation  of  such  ineretse  is  dnubt- 
leas  the  Induoetnent  with  the  speculator  lo  stretch  fbr(h 
his  hsnd  with  monopolizing  sweep  otff  all  that  you 
oSer  for  sale.  Not  so  with  yotir  deposite  with  the 
States.  It  is  a  caput  mortuum,  without  any  posubtlity 
of  increase,  and  for  the  principal  of  which  there  is  but 
faint  hope  of  return,  while  the  very  proposal  to  reclaim 
it  may  rend  your  Union  asunder.  But  justice  and 
good  faith  require  that  your  public  lands  should  be  so 
husbanded.  They  were  either  the  voluntaijr  donations 
of  the  old  Stales,  avowedly  for  the  first  and  the  bat  ob- 
jects in  which  I  have  spoken  of  ibem  as  a  fund  of  tMition- 
al  wealth,  to  wit:  as  a  field  for  population,  and  a  com- 
mon stock,  out  of  which  the  debts  of  the  nation  should 
be  paid;  or  they  Itave  been  acquired  by  the  united  blood 
and  treasure  of  the  whole  nation,  and  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  used  for  the  general  good.  But  if  they  are  (o  be 
brought  into  market  now,  in  unmeasured  quantities, 
while  the  nation  is  oppressed  witli  money,  we  shall  be 
acting  like  the  young  profligate  who  disposes  irf  his 
paternal  domain,  that  he  may  profusely  scatter  the  pro- 
duet  to  (he  winds,  or  that  he  may  (empt  the  cupidity  of 
sharpers.  Pursuing  (bis  policy,  we  shall  in  the  end  find 
ourselves  in  the  situation  of  King  Lear,  who,  bavii^ 
divided  his  all  smong  his  children,  and  becoming  de> 
pcntleni  upon  their  benevolence,  was  left  to  perish  in 
the  h(  Iplesstiess  ofsenilit) ;  or  spurred  on  by  our  actual 
necessities  which  will  then  have  no  other  source  of  sup- 
ply, like  the  fabled  progenitor  of  the  gods,  the  General 
Government  will  become  the  devourer  of  her  own  chil- 
dren, and  the  most  glorious  and  extensive  family  circle 
this  earth  has  ever  witnessed  be  broken  and  destroyed . 
I  trust,  however,  thst  we  shall  be  ssved  from  the  desti- 
nies both  of  Lear  and  uf  Saturn;  and  tlutt,  confining  our- 
selves in  the  sales  i  f  public  bnAi  lo  the  actual  wants  uf 
settlers,  the  payment  for  them  in  specie  wiU  either 
cease  to  be  fcU  as  a  grievance,  or  become  unnecessary 
for  the  security  of  the  revenue;  and  a  reduction  of  the 
tariff  being  connected  with  this  measure,  we  shall  be  re- 
lieved from  all  the  evils  of  an  overflowing  Treasury. 

I  have  thus  glanced  at  the  various  considerations  pre- 
senting themselves  to  my  mind  on  this  exciting  and  im- 
portant question.  Some  of  them  apply  as  well  to  the 
substitute  as  to  the  oijgioal  reaidutions*  though  vitb 
mitigated  furre.  I  have  offered  them  to  (lie  Senate 
with  great  diffidence,  conscious  tliat  I  am  in  my  mere 
noviciate  in  mattera  of  national  legislation,  in  conclu- 
sion, 1  would  add,  that  those  who  have  attempted  to  ^ow 
the  evils  produced  by  (he  Treasury  order  have  fallen 
very  far  short  of  proving  the  existence  of  those  evils,  or, 
at  leaat,  of  connecting  them  with  it  as  their  caiisef  and 
some  of  them  hsve,  as  I  think,  almost  abandoned  the 
position  as  untenable.  They  cannot,  therefore,  with 
any  propriety,  ask  its  rec'sion  upon  the  mere  supposi- 
tion that  evils  exist,  and  that  (he  Treasury  order  is  the 
csuse.  1  have  listened  attentively  to  this  discusaion, 
with  a  uneere  desire  for  instruction,  and  the  result  has 
been  (u  rivet  my  approbation  of  the  executive  courset 
and  while  1  shall  vote  for  the  amendment,  as  less  ob- 
noxious, 1  could  with  equal  aatisbction  liavc  recorded 
my  direct  negative  upon  Uie  original  resolutions. 

When  Mr.  Stbavoi  bad  concluded, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said:  1  will  take  this  occasion,  as 

1 probably  no  more  fit  one  may  occur,  to  say  a  few  words 
in  consequence  of  the  reference  which  has  to  frequently 
been  made,  during  the  course  of  tluB^dcbate,  tp  the  in- 
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IndiHSHon  1^  myMlfof  the  jmnt  reaolutioii  of  1816  inlo 
Ibr  other  Hoube  of  Coi^retf,  tnd  to  my  obsemtions 
tben  mule  on  that  measare.  I  aiud  iwttiinf*  on  tbtt  oc- 
eamm  without  deUbenlioni  nothing;  whicb  1  do  not 
now  embrtce  ii  ■ountl  policyt  nothing  which,  u  I  lup- 
pns^i  ia  in  the  leut  degree  inconaislent  with  the  princU 
pies  which  I  at  tbta  time  maintain)  ami  I  repel»  aa  wholly 
unfiHinded,  any  intimation  that  any  thing  like  incongrui- 
ty or  ineonnatency  ia  to  be  found  in  the  aentimenla  and 
fvpiiuona  deKvered  by  me  on  the  two  oeoaiiani.  Nto 
■iieh  ioeonuBleney,  indeed,  has  been,  ao'far  as  I  know, 
directly  chargeili  b>it  the  repeated  quotation  of  my  for- 
mer remarks  might  lead  to  the  inference  that  such  incon- 
Biatency  was  intended  to  be  intimated.  The  resolution 
of  1816  waa  accompanied,  as  originitll^  introduced  l>y 
me,  with  an  inlrmhictory  reaohilion,  in  the  form  of  a 
preamble,  tettinj;  forth  the  reaions  on  which  the  pro- 
posed measure  was  founded.  The  operaiiona  of  the 
TreasKry  h»>l  that  tiaae  beeome  grctfly  deranged  by 
the  war.  The  duties  at  the  cuatom-hoaaei  were  re- 
ceived, in  many  places,  in  the  paper  of  non-specir-pay- 
ing  banks;  and,  as  there  was  a  great  variety  and  differ- 
rnce  in  the  value  of  the  notes  of  thuse  banks,  there  war, 
of  consequence,  a  real  difference  in  the  amount  of  duties 
paid  in  diSerent  ports,  lii  some  cities  the  diuount  upon 
those  notes,  to  bring  them  to  the  value  of  legal  coin, 
was  five  per  cent,  on  their  nominal  valuei  in  other 
pheea  ten  per  eent.,  and  in  aome,  indeed,  as  high  as 
twenty  per  cent.  That  waa  the  Ikct  in  this  city.  In  the 
years  181i  and  1815,  bills  on  Boston  could  often  nut  be 
had  here  under  a  premium  of  twenty  per  cent-t  since 
all  the  paper  of  the  Boston  banks  was  equal  to  specie, 
and  the  paper  here  depreciated  to  the  extent-  stated. 
This  waa  all  in  tlie  course  of  thin^  u  some  banks  had 
auapended  qieae  paynienti  and  others  had  noli  and  as 
the  duties  at  the  eustom-honse  were  received  in  the  pa- 
per chiefly  of  the  local  banks,  the  result  was  <n  effect, 
a  different  rate  of  duties  in  different  places,  in  pUin  vio- 
htion  of  the  constitution  and  of  all  justice.  And  this  diT- 
ference  was  great  enough  to  turn  the  whole  commerce 
of  the  country  from  the  Northern  to  the  Southern  Slatea. 

it  was  under  these  circt^nttanceii,  and  at  this  time, 
that  the  resolution  of  1816  waa  introduced  by  me,  with  a 
sort  of  preamble,  alleging  the  improprielyt  inequality, 
end  illegality,  of  this  state  of  ihingsi  and  what  was  its 
objeetf  Simply  to  bring  back  the  administration  of  the 
finaooes  to  the  rule  of  law.  Tlie  law  was  plain.  I'here 
WAS  no  authority,  not  a  particlr,  for  receiving  those 
bank  noti  s.  There  was  >t  truth,  no  discretion  vested 
in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  lo  what  should  be 
received  in  payment  for  duties.  All  this  was  settled  by 
pl»n  statute  proviwiiHts.  The  difficulty  aroae  from  no 
deieiency  of  enaetmenti  by  Congren.  The  law  made 
it  ibe  du^  of  the  Secretary  to  receive,  in  payments  to 
the  United  States,  the  gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  United 
States,  certain  foreign  coins,  a,nd  I'reasury  noies,  and 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  then  lately  Incor- 
porated; and  nothing  elte.  But  we  bad  just  emerged 
from  the  war.  The  banks  had  suspended  specie  pay- 
neiHs  in  coaarquenee  of  ihst  war;  and  the  Treasury  waa 
aeid  to  have  acted  umler  an  unavoidable  necessity,  a  sort 
of  vj«MW9«r,  which  could  noti>e  resisted.  This  was  the 
airie  ground  on  wh>ofa  its  conduct  waa  justified  or  ex- 
cosed.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  inlroduc- 
toi7  resolution  or  preamble  wax,  however,  stricken  out, 
with  my  consent,  which  1  readly  gave,  as  it  was  sup- 
posed to  imply  a  reproach  nn  the  Secretary  «f  the 
Treasury;  and  1  had  not  the  least  intention  of  casting 
any  thing  like  reproach  upon  that  officer,  for  a  practice 
growing  out  of  the  abmlutc  neceaai-y  of  the  case,  as  he 
and  others  supposetl.  All,  however,  sgreed  that  the 
mode  of  paying  duties,  then  in  praotice,  was  nut  accord- 
jog  to  law.    The  object  of  the  rcsulution,  as  I  have  at> 


ready  aaid,  was  to  bring  the  practice  bsok  to  that  stand- 
ardi  and  on  introducing  the  reaolution,  1  had  no  other  or 
further  view.  By  .recurrence  to  the  resolutlont  u  ori- 
ginally introduced,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  did  not  con- 
template any  enlargement  of  the  nieana  of  payment.  It 
did  not  embrace  the  notes  of  State  banka  at  all.  It  eon- 
fined  all  payments  to  coin,  Treaniry  notes,  and  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  But  this  waa  esteemed 
too  strict  and  aeverei  the  House  of  Representatives  felt 
a  disposition  to  legalize  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  ape- 
cie-paying  State  banks)  ami  to  meet  this  feeling,  the 
reaolution  was  amended  and  enlargetl,  so  as  to  embrace 
the  notes  uf  specie-paying  banks.  The  resolution,  aa 
thus  amended,  embraced  two  objects,  both  clear  and 
dislincti  first,  to  cnmpel  the  Treasury  to  confine  its  re- 
ceipts to  such  snrts  of  money  M  were  authorized  and 
sanctioned  by  Uwt  second,  to  increase  the  number  of 
thow  aorta,  or  to  enlarge  the  l^al  means  of  payment, 
by  making  it  lawful  to  receive  the  notes  of  specie-pqr- 
ing  banks  payable  and  paid  nn  demand.  Both  these 
objects  were  accomplished  by  the  molulion,  whtob,  as 
amended,  pewed  both  Houses,  and  became  the  law  of 
the  (and. 

Now,  sir,  the  qoestion  ia  not  whether  such  a  legalizing 
of  bank  nutea  wassifeor  dangerous,  wise  or  unwise. 
Congress  saw  fit,  in  fact,  to  lanction  their  reception,  and 
that  ia  enough.  Frofn  that  mnment  it  became  the  legal 
right  of  every  debtor,  and  every  purchaser  of  land,  to 
pay  in  those  notes.  And,  sir,  all  I  aaid  then,  I  say  now, 
viz:  that  it  ii  aauhjecl  to  be  pruvi'led  for,  and  which 
always  has  been  provided  fnr,  by  lawi  that  it  has  been, 
is,  and  oiiglit  to  be,  above  the  reach  of  exectitive  discre- 
tion! that,  by  the  law,  asit'stoo<l  before  1816,noteaof 
Stale  banka  were  not  rceeivablet  that,  by  the  law  of 
1816,  they  were  made  receivable,  atul  nut  on  the  aame 
ground  with  coins,  notea  of  the  Btnk  of  the  United 
States,  and  I'reasury  notes.  And  what  is  the  ground  I 
DOW  stxml  on?  Simply  thiu  that  this  is  a  matter  of  law, 
and  not  of  discretiont  that  the  Secretary  has  no  more 
right,  now,  to  strike  any  thing  out  of  the  law  that  is  in 
it,  than  he  had,  before  1816,  to  put  any  thing  into  Ibe 
law  which  was  not  in  it.  Th*i  was  my  doctrine  thent 
that  is  my  doctrine  now.  Where  ia  an^  inconsistency^ 
At  that  time  the  Secretary  waa  receiving  bank  notea 
contrary  to  Iaw|  now  be  is  refusing  bank  notes  coatrary 
to  law.  i  waa  for  correcting  the  illegal  proceeding  then, 
and  1  am  fur  correcting  the  illegal  proceeding  now.  I 
take  back  nothing  of  what  I  then  said — not  a  syllable.  [ 
believe  now  as  1  did  thent  and,  indeed,  I  believe  more 
firmly,  aa  a  man  ia  not  likely,  as  he*  advances  in  years  and 
(ib.iervation,  to  grow  less  anxious  on  the  subject  of  a 
stable  and  uniform  currency,  or  less  resolute  to  fix  it  on 
a  permanent  basis  of  law.  I  ftlt  then  the  neceasity  of 
maintaming  a  legal  currency  in  pajmentuf  tbe.dueaof 
the  Government  t  1  feel  the  same  necessity  now.  At  that 
lime,  sometliing  was  sdmitletl  in  payment  which  was  not 
in  the  statuiei  at  tills  time,  something  is  refused  which 
is  in  the  statute.  In  bnih  casea  the  law  has  been  de- 
parted from;  and  in  buth  cases  1  was  and  am,  for  re> 
establishing  its  authority. 

Mr.  RIVES  having  obtained  the  floor. 

Oil  motion  of  Ur.  GRUNDY,  the  Senate  spent  some 
time  in  executive  business,  and  then  adjourned.  • 

TcEssAT,  Jasoabt  10. 
The  fo'lowing  message  was  received  from  the  Pre«- 
dent  of  the  United  Stately  by  Mr.  Aannsw  Jacksok,  Jr., 
hiasrcretaryi 

7b  Ike  Senate  ej  Ike  VniUd  Statest 

Immetliately  after  the  pasaage  by  the  Senate,  at  a  for* 
mcr  session,  of  tlie  molulion  requesting  the  President  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  openi  w«egotiatioiia  with  the 
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OoTcrnmems  of  other  iwtionf,  tnd  partimiUrljr  with 
the  GoTeromenlaof  CenlntI  Americt  ttid  New  Granada, 
for  the  purpoie  of  effeetuaUy  proteotinff,  by  equitable 
treaty  stipulations  with  tbeitt,  tueh  individiials  or  com- 
paniea  as  might  undertake  to  open  a  communioitton  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  by  the  construc- 
tion of  a  ship  canal  across  the  isthmus  which  connects 
North  and  Soulh  America,  and  of  lecurinK  Furever,  by  such 
itiputation*,  the  freetnd  equal  right ofnavigmtingeucbca- 
nal  to  all  such  nations,  on  the  payment  of  auch  reaionable 
tulla  as  ouglit  to  be  ratabl'shed  to  compensate  the  cajMtal- 
iats  who  might  engage  fn  such  undertaking,  and  complete 
tlie  woik,  an  agent  was  employed  to  obtain  informatton  in 
respect  to  tlie  ailuation  and  character  of  the  country 
Hiroueh  which  the  line  of  communication,  if  established, 
would  necetaarily  pass,  and  the  state  of  the  projects  which 
were  understood  to  be  contemplated  for  opening  au«h 
communication  by  a  canal  or  a  railroad.  The  agent  re* 
.turned  to  the  United  Stalea  in  September  last,  and  al- 
though the  information  collected  by  htm  ia  not  as  full  as 
could  hare  been  desired,  yet  it  is  sufficient  to  show  that 
the  probability  of  an  early  execution  of  any  of  the  pro- 
jects which  have  bern  set  on  foot  for  ihe  construction  of 
the  communication  alluded  to  ia  not  so  great  u  to  ren- 
der it  expedient  toopen  a  negotiation  at  present  with  any 
foreign  Government  upon  the  subject. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WisniROTOK,  January  9,  1837. 

TBEA8URY  CIRCULAR. 

I'he  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolution  to  rescind  the  Treasury  order  of 
July,  1836,  &c.,  together  with  the  substitute  offered 
therefor  by  Mr.  Rites,  in  the  following  wordit 

"  JbMWM^  That  hereafter  all  sums  of  money  aeeruing 
or  beeoming  payable  to  the  United  Statei,  whether  from 
cuiiomi,  public  lands,  taxit,  debt*,  or  otherwise,  shall 
be  collected  and  paid  only  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  are  paya- 
ble and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency,  under 
ihe  following  restrictions  and  conditions  in  regard  to 
such  noiei:  that  is,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  res- 
olution, the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  iasue  billa  or 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars  shall  be 
received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues)  from  and  nfier 
the  first  day  of  July,  1839,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which 
shall  Issue  billa  or  notea  of  a  leas  denomination  than  ten 
dollara  shnll  be  receivablet  and  from  and  after  the  first 
of  July,  1B4I,  the  hke  prohibition  shall  he  extended  to 
the  notes  of  all  banks  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  de- 
nomination than  twenty  dollars:  Frmidtdt  hatonert  That 
no  notea  ahall  be  taken  in  payment  by  the  collectors  or 
receirers,  which  the  banks  in  which  ihey  are  to  be  de- 
poailed  ihall  not,  under  Ihe  supervision  and  control  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  agree  to  pasa  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  Sutea  aa  caah." 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  hia  substitute, 
Mr.  RIVES  said  thai,  in  asking  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate,  it  was  not  his  design  to  abuse  their  patience  by 
rearguing  the  queationa  wnioh  had  already  been  ao  fully 
and  BO  ably  diicuased,  in  relation  to  the  legality  or  the 
policy  of  Ihe  Treasury  eircalar.  It  was  hia  wish  only  to 
Mate,  tomewhat  more  at  large  than  he  had  yet  had  an  op- 
portunity of  doing,  the  views  under  the  influence  of 
which  he  had  offered  the  proportion  which  is  now  pend- 
ing before  the  Senate,  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewivo.]  In  reference  to 
the  most  important  objects  of  the  Treasury  circular,  he 
regarded  that  measure  aa  having  done  its  oiReei  and  the 
interests  of  the  coimtry  are  now  mtieh  more  concerned 
In  the  provision  we  shall  make  for  the  future,  than  in 
any  decision  we  may  pronounce  upon  the  past.  When  I 
had  the  honor  some  daya  ago,  said  Mr.  R ,  of  addressing 


a  few  remarks  to  the  Senate  on  Ihia  aabject,  1  aaid  what 
I  take  great  pleasure  now  In  repeating,  that,  in  whatever 
different  lighta  the  operation  of  Ihe  Treasury  circular 
may  have  been  viewed,  of  .  one  thing  1  was  Ihnroiighly 
persuaded — that  the  motives  which  lisd  induced  the 
faigh  functionary  at  the  head  of  the  Gnvemment  to 
direct  tite  isauiiw  of  it  were  in  perfect  emsonsnce  with 
that  elerated  and  patriotio  spirit  which  had  so  conspien* 
ooaly  marked  the  whole  coarse  hia  public  life;  and 
that  no  deftct  of  legality,  in  my  estimation,  had  been 
shown  in  the  authority  under  which  it  was  issued.  I 
added,  also,  that  the  measure  was  properly  to  be  viewed 
as  a  tempwary  one,  to  continue  in  operation  until  the  ac- 
tion of  Congress  on  the  whole  subject  could  be  obtain* 
ed;  and  that  the  President  himself,  as  shown  by  the  evi- 
dence of  his  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, attached  no  importance  to  its  edition  aa  a  perma- 
nent rule  of  pdloy. 

One  of  the  leading  objects  of  the  Treasury  circular, 
at  the  lime  It  was  issued,  was  to  check  that  tendency 
to  extravagant  bank  issues  and  bank  credits  which 
has  so  signally  marked  the  history  of  the  last  twelve 
or  eighteen  months.  But,  ao  far  aa  that  object  ia  con- 
cerned, the  same  effect  will  n»w  be  producM  In  a  man- 
ner nut  leas  certain,  though  by  a  process  more  gradual, 
and  therefore  easier  and  safer  to  the  community,  by  the 
operation  of  the  deposile  act.  No  one  can  doubt,  Nr. 
Prerident,  that  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  recet  t 
over-action  oi  the  banking  system  in  this  eountiy  is  to  be 
found  in  the  immense  sums  of  public  moneys  left  in  the 
deposite  banka,  and  which  have  been  used  and  traded 
upon  by  them,  aa  an  addition  of  so  much  to  their  bank- 
ing capitids.  This  is  a  state  of 'ihinga  which  has  bern 
eminently  pernicious  ip  all  tts  bearings.  The  correetiiHi 
i>f  so  great  an  evil  formed  in  my  mind  one  of  the  strongs 
est  conridrrationa  fbr  giving  the  cordial  support  I  did  to 
Ihe  depo«le  act  of  the  last  aessioni  a  measnre  which, 
however  mudi  misconceived  or  mtsrepreeenled  In  re- 
gard to  its  true  character,  has,  in  my  opinion,  conferred 
upon  the  country  a  double  benefaction  of  the  highest 
value:  first,  In  putting  out  of  the  way  of  (he  Government 
the  templitiDn,  whose  powerful  influence  we  were  al- 
rea'ly  beginning  to  feel,  to  useless,  extravagant,  and  an- 
ti-republican expenditurri  and,  seetHtdly,  in  taking  from 
(he  deposite  banks  that  gratuitous  and  artiflclal  Increment 
of  (heir  capitals,  which  has  been  a  main  cause  of  the  un- 
natural distention  of  our  paper  curreney,  and  of  thai  in- 
ordinateapirit  of  tpeeiilation  which  has  prevailed  through 
the  country.  In  gradually  withdrawing,  as  we  now  are 
doing  by  the  act  of  the  last  aestion,  these  large  amounts 
of  the  public  treasure  from  the  possession  of  the  deporite 
bsnks,  and  in  avoiding,  as,  t  trust,  by  a  wise  and  provi- 
dent legislation,  we  shall  d",  the  accumulation  of  any 
idle  surplus  in  future,  the  Government  will  take  awny 
the  stimulus  which  itstrlf  has  given  to  the  excessive  issues 
and  credits  of  (he  bsnkS)  and  we  may  then  hope  that, 
under  the  salutary  control  of  the  laws  of  trade,  they  Will 
return  within  those  safe,  proper,  and  natural  limits  which 
the  business  of  the  community  requires. 

While  on  this  braneb  of  the  subject,  Mr.  President,  I 
wilt  make  one  other  observation.  However  necessary 
or  desirable  the  contraction  of  our  paper  circulation  may 
be,  ('f  it  be,  indeed,  in  the  large  excess  which  lasnp- 
pused  by  many, )  it  must  be  borne  in  m<nd  that  there  is 
no  operation  more  delicate  than  the  reduction  of  the 
currency  of  a  country.  ^  decreasing  cTreulating  me. 
dium,  it  is  agreed  alike  by  theoretical  wiilers  and  by 
enlightened  practical  men,  is  precisely  that  eonditiiHi  in 
the  moneyed  affairs  of  n  community  which  is  the  moat 
critical  and  distressing.  It  is  a  transition  from  high  to 
low  prices,  from  a  certain  and  liberal  reward  of  Isbor  to 
dimintahed  wages  and  precarious  emplc^menr,  from 
active  and  prospering  industry  to  general  langupr  and  de- 
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prenhM  in  >ll  the  epentioat  i^buiinev.  It  it  a  chanre 
to  whkih  society  ilwayt  adiuiti  Itaelf  tlnwiy  tnd  pain- 
fiilljri  ftnd,  under  the  most  hTonbte  eircumilancefl*  must 
be  altended  vitii  diitrrM— often  with  extenriTc  ruin. 
Orett  eaution,  therefore,  i»  nreenary,  leaf  it  be  unduly 
precipitated  in  its  progresi,  or  hartbly  agfpvvated  in  its 
efleeta.  We  have,  in  the  hiitorjr  of  our  own  country, 
at  s  period  not  too  reniot*  for  the  recollection  of  moat  of 
aa,  a  memoralile  example  of  the  diitretKng  cfFecta  of  a 
rapid  reduction  of  tbeeireulating  mediam*  Itiiitciking- 
ly  exhibited,  in  all  iti  detuK  in  the  able  report  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  cur- 
rency, in  1830.  It  ia  there  shown  that  the  circulation  of 
the  country,  in  the  three  years  from  1816  to  1819,  had 
been  brought  down  from  110  milltona  in  the  former,  to 
45  millionaifi  the  latter)  nuking  the  enormom  reduction 
of  65  milliona  within  that  abort  period!  Hie  aeene  of 
wide-apread  ruin  and  dialreia  which  eneued  it  freih  in 
the  memoriei  of  all  who-witneaMd  it.  It  ineoloatea,  at 
leatt,  the  necessity  of  caution  in  the  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment on  this  subject.  It  is  our  duty  to  withdraw 
from  the  banking  operationa  of  the  country  that  artificial 
atimiilant  which  the  GoTernment  itself  has  administeredt 
but  that  being  done,  a  Juat  policy,  in  general,  requires 
that  the  concerns  of  trade  should  be  left  to  regulate 
theimelTea  by  their  own  natural  and  remedial  lawa. 

Regarding,  then,  the  Treasury  eireubr  aa  having 
munly  done  its  office,  we  are  now  called  upon  to  estab- 
liah  aome  permanent  and  equal  rule  for  the  ooltection  of 
the  public  revenuea.  It  is  a  duly  which  we  cannot  evade 
if  we  would.  In  the  joint  power  which  the  constitution 
invests  in  Congress,  to  "lay  and  collect"  taxes,  our  du'y 
ia  read  to  us  in  temu  too  significant  to  be  mistaken.  It 
U  as  much  a  part  of  the  legialative  authority  to  say  In 
what  marnier  and  1^  what  nile  the  oolleetion  of  the  pub- 
lie  revenue  aball  be  effected,  aa  to  say  to  what  amount 
and  from  aoorcea  it  shall  be  raised.  Important  aa  such  a 
regulation  ia  at  all  times,  it  derives,  at  the  present  mo- 
flsent,  a  particular  interest  from  its  close  connexion  with 
the  subject  of  the  currency.  It  is  in  that  connexion  that 
■II  who  have  participated  in  this  debate  have  discussed 
the  qoeatioo  before  the  Senatet  and  it  is  doubtless  in 
that  eonnexion  that  the  ptiblio  attention  ia  turned  with 
most  an:^ety  to  our  decision  upon  it.  I  feel,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, all  the  magnitude  and  all  the  diiBeulty  of  thia 
jpreat  question  of  the  currency.  There  is  noite  that 
rises  higher  in  importance,  or  descends  more  deeply 
into  the  interests- of  soe-ety.  It  "comes  home  to  the 
business  and  the  bosoms  of  men."  It  affects  alike  the 
humblest  laborer  and  the  wealthiest  capttalistt  on  it  de- 
pend Ibe  leeurity  of  property,  the  stability  of  contracts, 
the  Comfort  and  support  of  Amilies,  and,  I  will  add,  in  a 
Ifreat  degree,  the  public  moralat  for  nothing,  in  my 
opinion,  is  more  oaleulaled  to  unsettle  the  moral  aense 
and  habila  of  a  community  than  the  dispositions  and 
purauila  fostered  by  the  lottery  of  a  fluctuating  currency. 
In  approaching  such  a  sut^ject,  I  feel  all  the  diffidence 
which  a  just  sense  of  its  difficulty  and  invportance  prop- 
erly inapires.  But,  having  submitted  to  the  Senate  a 
proporition  whleh^  if  adoptedy  would,  I  flatter  mytelf, 
rxert  no  amall  influence  on  this  great  intereati  and  as 
the  friends  of  the  admrnistntlon  (myself  among  the 
number^  have  been  accused  of  entertaining  viaionary, 
impracticable,  and  pernicious  notions  in  regard  to  a  re- 
form of  the  currency,  I  roust  beg  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  while  I  state^  with  as  mnch  precision  as  I  may, 
the  views  of  tliat  refwm'  which  1  entertain,  and  which 
have  determined  the  shape  of  the  proposition  now  under 
their  connderation. 

In  discosring  the  question  of  a  reform  of  the  currency, 
it  is  necessary  to  settle  our  ideaa  clearly  aa  to  two  things; 
first,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  end  to  b«  aimed  at; 
aecoodly,  the  mcana  by  irtaieh  it  is  to  be  attained.   If  i 


am  asked,  what  ta  the  end  I  propose,  whether  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  specie  Circulation  exclusively,  and  the  total 
suppression  of^ank  paper,  I  answer,  No.  Even  if  such 
an  object  were  desirable,  it  is  plainly  impracticable.  In 
the  present  state  of  commercial  progress  and  refinement 
throughout  the  world,  it  wcHild  probably  be  impractica- 
ble any  where)  but  in  this  country,  and  under  our  sya- 
tem  of  government  especially,  U  is  obvioualy  wholly  un- 
attainable. '  Whether  right  of  wrong,  we  find  tventy- 
slx  independent  State  Legislaturca  possessed  of  the 
power  to  create  iMnking  corporations.  Whatever  specu- 
lative doubts  may  exist  in  the  minda  of  aome  as  to  the 
constitotioMi  validity  of  this  power,  the  Slates  now 
actually  poneu  and  exercise  it,  ss  tbey  have  invariably 
done  m>m  the  foundation  of  the  Government,  and  there 
is  not  the  slightest  probability  that  they  will  ever  be  di- 
vested of  it.  In  every  sober  and  practicsl  scheme  of 
policy,  we  must  proceed  upon  the  aasumption  that  this 
independent  State  power  will  remsin.  How,  then,  can 
the  banking  system  be  suppressed  by  this  tSovernment^ 
Such  a  notion,  if  entertained  any  where,  would  indeed 
be  Utopian  and  visionary. 

My  object,  then,  would  be,  not  the  destruction  of  the 
banking  nyatem  and  the  total  suppression  of  bank  paper, 
but  an  efficient  r^ulation  of  it,  and  its  reatriclion  to  safe 
and  proper  limitsi  not  the  exclusive  use  of  specie  as  a 
circulating  medium,  but  aueb  a  substantial  eunrgement 
and  general  diffiision  of  it  in  actual  dreuUtion,  u  would 
mske  it  the  practical  currency  of  common  life,  the  uni- 
versal medium  of  ordinary  transactions!  in  short,  the 
money  of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  the  laborer,  and 
the  tradesman!  while  the  merchant  should  be  left  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  faeilitirs  of  a  sound  snd  restricted  pa- 
per currency  (or  his  larger  operations.  Such  a  reform- 
ation in  tbe  currency  as  this  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
prodoetive  of  tbe  most  beneficial  results.  It  woo'd  give 
seeurity  to  tiie  industrious  classes  of  society  for  the  pro- 
duets  of  their  labor,  af^inat  the  caiualiiea  incident  to  the 
paper  system.  The  laborer,  in  returning  iu  the  bosom 
of  his  family  from  his  weekly  toil,  would  no  longtr  find 
his  slumbers  broken  by  the  apprehension  tliat  the  hard 
earnings  of  the  week,  perhaps  the  accumulation  of  long 
years  of  honest  industry,  might  be  dissipated  in  a  mo- 
ment by  tbe  explorion  of  a  bank,  or  the  burating  of  some 
paper  bubble.  It  would  give  seeurtiy,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, to  the  whole  body  of  the  commnnily,  against  those 
disastrous  fluctuations  in  the  value  of  properly  and  con- 
tmctf,  which  arise  from  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  an  unre- 
stricted paper  currency.  It  would  give  security  to  the 
banks  themselvei,  by  providing  them,  in  the  daily  inter- 
nal circulation  of  the  country,  an  abundant  and  accessi- 
ble fund  for  recruiting  their  resourcis,  whenever  they 
should  be  exposed  to  an  extraordinary  preaaure. 

Thia^  sir,  is  the  happy  slate  of  things  we  might  prom- 
ise ourselves  from  replacing  (aa  it  is  Ibe  aim  of  the 
proposition  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  do) 
all  bsnk  bills,  under  the  denomination  of  la'enly  dollars, 
with  a  aolid  circulation  of  gold  and  silver.  Is  there  any 
thing  wild,  any  thing  viMonary,  any  thing  pernicious,  in 
such  a  system  of  currency  as  thiaf  It  hsa  the  sanction, 
Mr.  Prwdent,  of  the  profbundeat  writers  on  questions 
of  political  economy,  and  Itss  received  the  practical  as- 
sent of  tbe  wisest  nationa.  I  am  well  aware  that  it  would 
ill  become  me  to  present  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate  any  scheme  which  was  not  thus  tested  and  ap- 
proved. Of  all  the  writers  who  hjtve  treated  and  exam- 
ined questions  of  this  character,  none  possess  so  high  an 
authority  aa  tbe  author  of  the  <*  Wealih  of  Nationa."  It 
haa  been  well  and  jnstljr  said  that  Adam  Smith  had  done 
for  the  adence  of  polttioal  economy  what  Bacon  and 
Newton  liad  done  for  phyneal  science,  and  Sydney  and 
Loeke  for  tbe  science  of  government  and  tbe  fundamen- 
tal prindpiei  of  civil  »od  politieaJ  liberty..  His  work. 
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^pesring  Cfintemponneouilx  wilh  the*  Aiserictn  Re*o- 
Inlion,  was  deeply  inibiieJ  with  tlie  free  tpirit  tnd  Lli« 
IftTfa  anc.  Yigoruus  Ihouglit  which  in  ivmarkmbly  distin- 
guished that  great  era.  He  came  forth  as  the 'zealous 
and  powerful  champion  of  free  tnde,  the  inflexible  op- 
ponent of  monopoty  and  reatriction,  in  all  tlieir  multiplied 
furfflfl,  the  ardent  advocate  of  every  thing  that  is  lil>eral, 
Rcnerous,  and  popular,  in  Ihe  inatttutiom  of  KKiety  and 
the  intercoarie  of  nationa.  No  work  has  ever  exercised 
ao  lar^  an  influence  for  good  on  the  policy  and  destiny 
of  national  and  none,  1  am  aure,  considering  the  stamp 
of  liberty  as  well  as  wisdom  impressed  upon  it,  is  bet- 
ter entitled  to  the  respect  of  an  assembly  of  American 
legislators.  Adam  Smith,  by  a  strange  mistake,  has  been 
hekl  up,  rather  opprobriously,  as  the  advocate  of  a  pa- 
per  syilem — at  the  founder,  in  fact,  of  the  paper  school '. 
Sir,  there  can  be  no  i^ater  mistake  than  this.  While 
he  recwnised  the  utility  of  a  jtidicioua  sj-stcm  of  bank- 
ing, in  liberating  and  putting  into  productive  entploy- 
ment  capital  which  would  otlierwise  remain  dead  and  in- 
active, and  the  facilities  it  is  calculated  to  aF<ml  to  eom- 
tnercr,  he  yet  insists  that  the  general  circulation  of  the 
country  should  be  gold  and  silver. 

Aa  the  general  principles  he  has  laid  down  on  (he  sub- 
jects of  banking  and  currency  continue  still  to  be  ap- 

Eealed  to  by  tlie  cnligbleoed  wrilen  who  hare  followed 
tm,  as  affording  the  soundeat  exposition  of  those  sub- 
jeetfl,  whatever  modtRcalinns  of  subordinate  pointa  m*y 
have  I>een  made  by  aubacquent  inquirers,  I  will  give  to 
the  Senate,  and  principally  in  the  words  of  Adam  Smith 
himself,  an  outline  of  his  system  of  currency.  Af^er 
speaking  of  the  advantages  to  be  expected  from  « Ju- 
dicious  and  properly  conducted  syatem  of  banking,  he 
says  expressly  that  *■  the  commerce  and  industry  of  a 
country  are  not  so  secure  when  su^ndcd,  as  it  were, 
on  tlie  Dicdalian  wings  of  paper  money,  aa  when  they 
travel  about  on  the  solid  ground  of  gold  and  silver."  He 
anjs,  therefore,  it  is  the  policy  of  wise  Governments 
"  to  guarti,  not  only  Against  that  excessive  multiplication 
of  paper  money  which  ruins  the  very  banks  which  issue 
it,  but  even  against  that  multiplication  of  it  which  ena- 
blea  them  to  fill  the  greater  part  of  the  circulation  of  the 
country  with  it."  lie  then  proceeds  to  show  that  "  the 
circulation  of  every  country  may  be  considered  as  divi- 
ded into  two  different  branches:  the  circulation  of  the 
dealers  with  one  another,  and  the  circulation  between 
the  dealers  and  consumers."  His  next  position  is,  **  that 
paper  money  may  be  so  regulated  as  either  to  conBne  it- 
self very  much  to  the  circulation  between  the  difiierent 
deatera,  or  to  extend  itself  likewiae  to  a  great  part  of  that 
between  the  dealers  and  consumers. "  The  regulation 
if  efiVcted  by  fixing  the  denomination  of  the  notes  per- 
mitted to  be  issued.  <•  Tt  were  better,"  he  adds,  •*  that 
no  bank  notes  were  issued  in  any  part  of  the  kii^;dom 
for  a  smsller  Slim  than  five  pounds.  Paper  money- would 
then  confine  itself  to  the  circulation  between  the  differ- 
ent dealerst"  and  where  this  is  Ihe  case,  he  aaya,  *'  there 
19  always  plenty  of  gold  and  silver."  "  Hat  where  it 
extends  itself  to  a  conaitlerable  part  of  the  circulation 
between  dealers  and  eonsuraens  it  bsnidies  gold  and 
silver  almost  entirely  from  the  country."  The  system 
of  Adam  Smith,  then,  resolves  itself  Into  this:  thst  the 
circulstion  between  dealer  and  dealer  may  be  of  paper,  but 
that  the  circulation  between  dealer  and  consumer  should 
be  of  the  precious  meialst  that  this  result  ought  to  be 
secured  by  prohibiting  the  Issue  of  bank  notes  for  a  leas 
sum  than  five  pounds,  and  that,  if  such  a  restriction  be 
sdopted,  there  **  will  always  be  plenty  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver" in  circulation,  performing  all  the  offices  of  ex- 
change in  the.**ordinary  trannctions"  of  society,  while 
the  use  of  paper  would  be  confined  tii  cummerctal  ope- 
rations of  a  larger  scale.  Insitead  of  being  the  advocate, 
Air  lest  Ihe  founder,  of  an  unrestricted  paper  system,  he 


urges  Ihe  necess'ty  of  confining  it  to  commercial  aecom- 
modaiion  in  the  latver  transactions  between  dealer  and 
dealer.  He  is  in  l^vor  of  the  suppression  of  all  bank 
notes  under  fire  pounds)  whereby  gold  and  silver  will 
fill  the  ordinary  channels  of  circulation,  and  become,  in 
fact,  the  common  practical  currency  of  the  country. 

But  this  system  does  not  rest  on  Ihe  authority  of  Adam 
Smith  alone.  Not  to  mention  the  ilhiatrioua  names  or 
the  policy  of  other  enlightened  nations  in  support  of  it, 
it  has  received  the  successive  ssnelton  of  a  long  line  of 
the  ablest  practical  statesmen  in  Kngland.  It  is  a  re- 
markable fact,  that  the  great  work  of  Adam  Smith  hav- 
ing appeared  in  1776,  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
in  the  vtry  next  year,  passed  a  law  prohibiting  all  bank- 
ers from  issuing  notes  under  the  denomination  of  five 
pounds.  This  continued  to  be  the  legislative  policy  of 
that  country  till  Ihe  memomble  year  of  1797,  when,  in 
consequence  of  the  exigencies  and  embarrassments  of 
tliat  tremendiitiB  conflict,  growing  out  of  the  French 
revolution,  which  desolated  and  convulsed  Europe  for 
more  than  twenty  yearn,  the  Bank  of  England,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Government,  suspended  specie  payments; 
and,  at  tlie  same  time,  resorted  to  an  issue  of  one-pound 
and  two-pound  notes.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  wsr 
was  at  an  end,  and  the  country  was  in  a  Mtuatiw  to  ad- 
mit of  the  resumption  of  specie  pavments  by  tiie  bank, 
the  enlightened  statesmen  of  England  recurred  to  the 
proliibition  of  all  notes  under  the  denomination  of  five 
pounds.  This  return  to  a  sound  pulicy,  however,  was 
not  accompIi»hed,  nor  has  it  been  maintained,  without 
encountering  a  strenuous  and  persevering  opposition. 

There  is  something  so  instructive  in  the  history  of  this 
reform  of  the  currency  in  England,  that  it  deserves  lo  be 
traced  somewhat  more  in  detail.  In  1819,  a  law  was 
passed  directing  a  complete  rtsumpUon  of  vpecte  pay- 
ments by  tlie  bank  in  three  years,  to  wit,  in  1833;  and 
at  the  same  time  it  »as  enacted  that  in  (wo  years  after, 
lo  wit,  in  1824>  all  small  notes  under  the  dennminstion 
of  five  pounds  should  be  prohibited.  I'hc  first  provis- 
ion wsi  carried  fully  into  effect  at  Ihe  designated  perioili 
but,  such  was  the  influence  of  the  country  bankers,  and 
other  associated  interrsti^  that,  before  the  appointed  lime 
for  tlie  suppression  of  Ihe  smsll  notes  arrivvd,  Ihe  Litter 
provision  wss  repesled,  and  the  final  suppression  of  the 
small  notes  was  adjourned  to  1833,  the  yosr  of  the  ex- 
piration of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  EnRland.  But 
the  great  commercial  convulsion  of  1625,  which  swept 
banks,  merchants,  farmers,  every  thing,  before  it,  wilh 
the  destructive  fury  of  a  tornado,  aoun  after  occurred, 
and  forcibly  admonished  British  statesmen  of  the  necessi- 
ty of  seeking  a  remedy'^n  paH,  at  least— in  a  more 
aolid  constitution  of  their  currency.  Accordingly,  in  the 
beginning  of  1826,  Lord  Liverpool  and  Ur.  Robinson, 
the  one  the  first  I^ord  of  the  Treasury,  the  other  the 
Chancellor  of  Ihe  Exchequer,  introduced  and  carried  a 
bill  providing  for  the  prohibition,  after  April,  1829,  of 
all  small  notes  under  the  denomination  of  fire  pounds. 
This  law  was  stoutly  and  zealously  opposed  at  the  time 
of  its  enactment,  and  repeated  attempts  were  subsrquent- 
ty  made  to  procure  its  repeal,  before  the  period  fixed 
lor  ita  operation.  But  these  eflbrts  were  happily  ttnavail* 
ingt  ■nu  the  doctrine  of  Adsm  Smith,  in  regsrd  to  the 
prohibition  of  all  notes  under  the  denomination  of  five 
pounds,  re-established  in  1829,  after  experiencing  the 
bilter  fruits  of  a  temporary  departure  from  it,  may  now 
be  considered  as  llie  finsl  and  settled  policy  of  the  British 
Chivernmenl.  It  has  received  tlw  sanction  and  support 
ber  ablest  slateranen — of  Liverpool,  of  Peel,  of  Csnning, 
of  Hiiskisson,  of  Broughsm,  of  Wellington — all  of  whom, 
upon  the  fullest  expericDce  and  convderation,  have,  from 
time  to  time,  borne  Iheir  testimony  to  the  value  and  im* 
portance  of  this  essential  rebtriction  upon  s  paper  circu- 
lation. 
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And  whftt  bai  been  the  remit  in  practice?  Wliy,  to 
^ve  to  the  people  of  £ngl«nd  Tirtually  a  metallic  cur- 
rency! for  goli)  and  tilrer  form  itiere  the  daily  habitual 
medium  uT  all  ordinary  transaction!.  A  bank  note,  ex- 
cept  on  qiccial  occanont,  is  a  tort  of  phenomenon.  On 
Ihii  point  we  have  precise  information.  Itappean,  from 
alatiatical  returns  referred  to  by  the  Chancellor  of  tlie 
Ezebequer  in  ttie  Houae  of  Conmon^  a  fisw  years  ago» 
that  the  amxint  of  gold  Uien  in  circulation  wai  twenty- 
two  niinooB  of  pounds  slerlinfff  and  of  silver  eiglit  mil- 
lions of  pounds  sterling.  I  do  not  speak  of  gold  and 
silver  locked  up  in  the  vaults  of  banksj  but  of  that  which 
paaaes  duly  from  hand  to  band,  in  the  ordinary  transact 
tions  or  bunness.  Ur.  Gallatin,  in  hia  instructive  pamph- 
let on  the  currency,  published  in  1830,  statea  the  metallic 
circuhlion  of  England  at  precisely  the  same  amount. 
Allowing  nothing  for  any  augmentation  since,  the  peo- 
ple of  England  Mve,  tben,  an  actual  eirculttii^  medi- 
lun  of  gold  and  niver  to  the  amount  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  I'be  Secretary  of  the 
Treuury,  (who,  doubtless,  has  access  to  the  most  authen- 
tic sources  of  mfonnalion  on  the  subject,)  in  bis  annual 
report  at  the  cofflmencement  of  the  session,  stales  the 
whole  paper  circulation  of  England,  at  this  time,  at  one 
hundred  and  6fty>two  millions  of  dollars.  We  may, 
therefore,  conclude  that  what  Mr.  Gallatin  says,  in  tlie 
pamphlet  thus  referred  to,  is  substantially  correct — that, 
■*  by  the  suppression  of  all  notes  of  a  less  denominatitm 
than  j£5  aterling,  the  amount  of  the  circulating  metallic 
currency  in  England  has  become  equal  to  that  of  bank 
notes  of  every  description."  One  lialf  of  the  eittire  cir- 
culation consists  of  gold  and  silver,  conslanlly  passing 
from  baad  to  hand,  imd  performing  all  the  offices  of  ez- 
diai^  in  the  ordinary  business  of  life,  and  thus  forming, 
in  bet,  tlie  practical  currency  of  the  country.  It  is  this 
large  inluiion  of  llie  precious  metsis  wliicli  has  preserved 
the  currency  of  England,  in  the  main,  in  a  healthy 
condition,  under  a  syttem  of  banking  which  her  prime 
minister  himself,  (Lord  Liverpool,)  in  1836,  pronounced 
to  be,  in  other  respects,  the  most  insecure,  the  most, 
rotu-n,  the  very  wont,  which  it  is  possible  to  cunccive." 

Hnch  has  been  sard  recently,  1  kncjw,  Mr.  Prcsidenl, 
of  great  commercial  embarratsments  in  Kngland,  whicb 
are  attributed  by  many  to  a  deranged  state  of  her  cur- 
rcney.  These  embarrassments,  in  my  opinion,  are  viewed 
in  much  too  serious  a  light  t  but  if  they  were  not,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  all  commercial  countries,  liuwever 
solid  the  constitution  of  their  currency,  »ill  occasionally 
be  visiled  by  revulsions  in  trade,  ir,  loo,  tbey  are  to  be 
conaidcred  as  indicating  a  derangement  in  the  currency 
of  Enyland,  the  source  of  that  derangefnent  is  to  be 
found  m  those  defects  of  her  system  of  banking  which 
were  referred  to  by  Lord  Liverpool  as  making  it  so  in- 
secure and  precarious,  and  not,  surely,  In  that  salutary 
cheek,  the  prohihition  of  small  notes.  Oa  the  contrary, 
the  abundance  of  gold  and  Mlver  which  that  restriction 
securea  in  the  common  circuhlion  of  the  country  is  the 
great  preservative  of  the  syalem,  and  the  anelior  whicb 
enables  il  to  ride  in  safely  amid  llucluations  and  tempests 
that  nUght  otherwise  overwhelm  or  subvert  It. 

Jt  is  Uiis  abundant  Mpply  of  the  precious  roetah,  fill- 
ing and  saturating  the  ordinary  channels  of  circulation, 
which  I  desire  to  see  brought  about  in  our  own  countr)'. 
That  is  tbe  end  to  be  aimrd  at.  Wliat  are  the  means  by 
which  it  is  to  be  accomplished?  We  have  seen  that  in 
England  it  lias  been  accompliBhed  by  the  prohibition  of 
all  hank  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  £5.  Siirulsr 
means  will,  doubtless,  accomplish  the  same  end  here; 
and,  I  mwx  add,  nothing  else  will.  It  is  in  vain  to  eipect 
to  bring  gold  and  vlrer  eoioa  into  circulation,  without  a 
previfHis  suppressinn  of  all  notes  of  corresponding  de- 
nomioations.  Tbe  reason  is  obvious.  If  there  eiist  in 
any  country  two  distinot  currendea,  both  of  them 


swering  equally  well  the  purposes  of  domestic  circula* 
tion,  but  one  of  them  possessing  only  a  local  value,  con- 
fined to  tbe  country  of  its  emission,  while  the  other  has 
a  universal  and  equal  value  throughout  the  world,  the 
latter  will  necessarily  go  abroad  into  the  commerce  of 
tbe  world,  in  quest  of  the  riches  and  producliuns  of  for- 
eign nations,  leaving  the  former  at  borne  to  perform  an 
office  which  il  does  equally  as  well,  though  it  would  be 
wholly  without  use  or  value  abroad.  The  total  iaeom- 
patibility^  therefore,  of  a  paper  and  metallic  currency  of 
the  same  dtrnominalionSk  liaa  grown  into  an  axiom.  Ed- 
mund Burke,  (whose  sagacity  in  questions  of  this  soi  l  is 
well  known,)  at  tlie  tnemorable  period  of  the  bill 
brought  forward  by  Hr.  Hilt  fur  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments  by  the  D<ink  of  England,  in  1797,  in  a  let- 
ter written  during  bis  last  illness  to  Hr.  Canning,  which 
tlie  latter  gentleman  brouglit  must  toudiingly  to  tbe  no- 
tice  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  a  debate  of  great  inter- 
est aiid  instruction  on  this  whole  subject,  at  a  much 
mure  recent  perioi,  ^826,)  used  tliese  memorabhi 
words:  "Tell  Mr.  Pitt  that,  if  lie  consents  to  the  isMie 
uf  one-pound  tiotts,  he  will  oever  see  a  guinea  again." 
1'he  pritpliecy,  Mr,  became  history.  No  one  saw  a 
guinea  in  eireulatiuit  in  England  while  the  bank  contin- 
ued tlie  issue  of  ouc-pound  notes. 

Ill  1828,  wlien  a  gnat  struggle  again  look  place  in  tlie 
Ilritish  Parliament,  on  the  final  consummation  ofthe  rffurt 
to  restore  a  melallic  currency,  tliere  was  not  a  single 
distinguished  man  »li0  did  not  bear  hia  testimony  to 
the  Irulh  of  Mr.  Burke's  axiom.  The  Cliancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  said,  on  tlul  occasion,  *'  there  was  a  nat- 
ural antipathy  between  the  one-pound  note  and  the  suv- 

;  ereign.  lliey  would  not  exist  tngcther,  for  tlie  note 
soon  dro«'e  the  sovereign  out  of  circulation."  l*he  Duke 
of  Wellington,  who  was  eminently  a  practical  man,  and 
spoke  from  the  teachings  of  experiencf,  said  "the  ex- 
perience of  the  last  r«w  years  liad  proved  the  truth  of 
the  theory,  that  one-pound  notea  and  gold  auvereigna 
would  not  circulate  at  the  aamc  time.  If  y<m  are  to  have 
gokl  in  circulation,  you  cannot  have  one-pouiul  notes." 
Mr.  Iluskissun,  whose  familiarity  with  questions  of  Ibis 
sort  was  the  result  of  profound  fctudtes,  as  wdl  as  ma- 
tured experience,  suid,  atill  more  pointedly,  "when  lh« 
paper  is  lei  in,  the  gold  will  disappear.  They  miglit 
vote  the  money,  they  might  coin  il,  biit  how  could  Hay 
retain  it  in  tlie  country?"  This  remark  applies  most 
forcibly  lo  nur  present  situation.    We  have  voted  the 

'  melallic  money,  we  have  coinetl  ii,  but  it  will  not  circu- 
late. Since  we  corrected,  by  law,  the  under-valuation 
of  the  gntd  coiM,  (but  little  more  than  two  years  ago,) 

-the  quantity  of  goltl  in  the  country,  according  to  the  Ule 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  I'reasury,  has  in- 
creased fidcen  millioiia.  We  have  coined  at  our  own 
mint,  within  that  lime,  accordinv  to  the  same  authority, 
leti  millions  of  gold.  Hut  where  is  it?  In  the  vuults  of 
the  bank*,  or  ItMrded  by  individuals!  and  we  ahall  nevt-r 
see  it  in  circulation  until  we  have  'opened  the  way  fur 
it  by  a  previous  suppression  of  the  small  no  ea.  If  we 
mean  lo  do  any  thing  practical  and  cfTectual  fur  introdu- 
cing a  more  general  circulaticHi  of  specie^  we  muat  begin 
at  the  riglit  emi,  by  first  putting  down  the  smalMiote  cir- 
culation. 

This  is  the  true  policy  of  tbe  Government,  snd  is  that 

C radical  reform  ofthe  currency  which  has  been  steadily 
eld  in  view  by  tbe  present  administ  ration  and  its  friends. 
The  hnnorable  Senator  from  Hasxacliusetia  [Mr.  Wkh* 
stsh]  discovered  great  solicitude  to  know  what  is  to  be 
the  system  of  policy  of  the  new  administrution  upon  this 
subject.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing.  Nr.  l*resid«il, 
whicb  that  gentleman  does  not  equalty  possess.  It  ia 
generally  supposed,  however,  that  the  coming  adminis- 
tration will,  in  the  main,  conform  ils  policy  to  the  ex- 
emplar of  the  present.   I'be  inquiry  of  thc.booorabhs 
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rpntlemiui,  then,  may  lie  sitUfied,  by  showing  him  whtt 
has  been  the  policy  of  the  present  administ ration i  and 
that  cannot  be  better  staled  than  in  the  words  of  our  Ten- 
erable  and  patriotic  Chief  Ha^strate  himself.  I  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  while  I  read  a  Tery  unequivo- 
cal and  explicit  pasnge  on  this  subject  in  (he  Preiiaent's 
message  of  the  last  year.    In  that  dficunnent  he  says: 

'*  It  has  been  aeen  that,  without  the  agency  of  a  great 
moneyed  monopoly,  the  revenue  can  b«  eollectetl,  and 
conveniently  and  safely  applied  to  altthe  purposes  of  the 
public  expenditure.  It  is  also  ascertained  that,  instead 
of  being  necessarily  made  to  promote  the  evils  of  an  un- 
checked paper  system,  the  management  of  the  revenue 
can  be  made  auxiliary  to  the  reform  which  the  Legisla- 
tures of  several  of  the  States  have  already  commenced  in 
regard  to  the  suppression  of  small  btlist  and  which  has 
only  to  he  fostered  by  proper  regulations  on  tlie  part  of 
Cnngreu  to  secure  a  pradieal  return,  to  the  extent  re* 
quired  for  the  security  of  the  currency,  to  the  constitu- 
tioail  medium.  Severed  from  the  Government  as  politi- 
cal engines,  and  not  susceptible  of  dangerous  extension 
and  combination,  (lie  Slate  banks  will  not  be  tempted, 
nor  will  they  have  the  power  which  we  have  Keen  exer- 
c'sed,  to  divert  the  public  funds  from  the  legitimate  pur- 
poses of  the  Government.  The  cnllection  and  custody 
of  the  revenue  being,  on  the  contrary,  a  source  of  credit 
to  Hiem,  will  incresie  the  security  which  the  States  pro- 
vide for  a  faithful  execution  of  their  Irusli,  by  multiply- 
ing the  scratioies  to  which  their  operations  and  accounts 
will  be  subjected.  Thus  dSspmed,  as  well  from  interest 
as  the  obligationi  of  their  charters,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
th^t  such  conditions  as  Congress  may  see  fit  to  adopt  re- 
specting the  drposiles  in  these  instittitions.  with  a  view 
to  the  gradual  disuse  of  the  small  bills,  will  be  cheerful- 
ly Complied  withi  ind  that  we  shall  soon  gain.  In  place 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  praotiesi  re- 
form \n  the  whole  paper  system  of  the  country.  If, 
by  this  policy,  we  can  ultimately  witness  the  auppression 
of  all  hank  bills  below  twenty  doUam,  it  is  apparent  that 
gold  and  silver  will  take  their  placo,  and  become  the 
principal  eirciiUling  medium  in  the  common  business  of 
the  farmers  and  mec'ianics  of  the  country.  The  attsin- 
ment  of  such  a  result  will  furm  an  era  in  the  history  of 
our  enuntry,  wbi<;h  will  he  dwelt  upon  with  delight  by 
every  true  friend  of  its  liberty  and  independence.  It 
will  lighten  the  great  tax  which  otir  p-tper  system  lias  so 
Inn^  collected  from  the  earnings  nf  labor,  and  dti  more  to 
revive-and  perpetuate  those  habits  of  economy  and  sim- 
plicity which  are  so  con^nial  to  the  character  of  repub- 
licans, than  all  ihe  legislation  which  has  yet  been  at- 
tempted." 

Here  we  have  a  complete  delineation  of  the  policy  of 
Ihe  adminlsi ration  on  this  great  qiiestifin  of  the  curren- 
cy. Neither  the  President,  nor  the  body  of  hi*  fciends, 
have  proposed  a  total  suppression  of  hank  paper,  or  an 
exclusive  metallic  currency;  but,  to  use  his  own  words, 
they  have  desired  tn  are  **  a  practical  reform  in  the  bank- 
ing syiitem,  by  the  ultimate  suppression  of  all  bank  bills 
below  twenty  dollars,  so  that  gold  and  silver  m'^t  take 
their  place,  and  become  the  principal  «rcuUting  medium 
in  the  common  burinen  of  the  farmers  and  mechanics  ol 
the  country."  This,  be  expressly  declares,  would  be  "  a 
practical  return,  to  the  extent  required  for  the  security 
of  the  currency,  to  the  constitutionul  mcd'iumi"  and  the 
attainment  of  which,  he  adds,  "  wttl  form  an  era  in  the 
history  of  our  country,  whicli  will  be  dwelt  upon  with 
delight  by  every  true  friend  of  its  liberty  and  independ- 
ence." There  is  nothing  in  the  Treasury  circular  in- 
consistent with  this  inlerpreiatiim  of  the  policy  of  the 
administration.  That  measure,  as  I  have  already  said, 
was  an  occasional  and  temporary  aC,  resorted  to  under 
a  peculiar  emergency,  till  the  power  of  C'lnj^ren  could 
be  iDtcrpoacd  to  apply  a  more  aystematic  remedy,  and 


cannot  be  eonndercd  u  a  departure  from  a  art  tied  and 
general  line  of  ptdicy.  On  the  contrary,  the  President,  in 
bis  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session, 
expressly  recurs  to  the  suppression  of  the  lower  denom- 
inations of  bank  notes,  by  the  concurrent  Icgislstion  of 
the  General  and  State  Governments,  as  forming  *'  the 
true  polity  of  the  country, *'  by  which  only  **a  larger 
portion  of  the  preeious  metali  can  be  infused  mto  our 
circulating  medium.*'  No  oUter  plan  can  be  effectual 
for  the  aceompli>>hment  of  such  a  result|  and,  until  it 
shall  be  adopted,  all  that  may  be  said,  however  glowing 
and  fascinating,  of  the  advantages  of  a  metallic  eircuU- 
Uon,  will  prove  but  barren  theory,  and  delusive  and 
unprofitable  generality.  Tou  may  bring  gold  and  ulver 
into  the  country,  and  pile  them  mountains  high  in  your 
banks;  but,  without  the  suppression  of  the  small  notea, 
they  will  never  circulale  in  the  business  of  society,  and 
will  always  be  exposed  lobe  drawn  off  by  the  absorbing 
currentsof  foreign  trade.  The  objebt  of  a  rational  policy 
is,  to  bring  them  into  daily  and  active  use,  invigf^ting 
and  sustaining  the  pursuits  of  industry,  md  not  to  have 
them,  like  the  ancient  household  reficB  described  by  tb« 
poet,  *' wisely  kept  for  show." 

l*he  question,  then,  is,  by  whst  means  in  our  power 
this  great  object  of  the  suppreswon  of  the  imal)  notes 
may  be  promoted  or  accompliahed.  It  ts  through  tha 
collection  and  management  of  the  public  revenue  only 
that  the  agency  of  this  Government  can,  at  present,  be 
usefully  interposed.  By  refusing  to  receive  in  payment 
of  the  public  dues  the  notea  of  all  banks  which  shall  is- 
sue bills  of  the  lower  denominations,  as  is  proposed  by 
the  resolution  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit,  a  strong 
inducement  of  interest  will  he  held  out  to  the  leading 
Slate  banks  to  discontinue  thnr  amaller  ianiea.  The 
consideration  ot  the  credit  and  more  general  currmey 
given  to  their  paper,  by  a  reeeivabilily  in  payment  of 
Ihe  revenue,  would  doubllesa  induce  more  or  less  iA 
them  to  conform  to  the  standard  which  shall  be  estab* 
lis'ied  in  this  respect  by  the  legislation  of  Con^reta. 
But  my  reliance  ia  not  so  much  upon  the  operation  of 
this  measure  per  te,  as  upon  the  moral  influence  it  is 
calculated  to  exert  upon  the  policy  of  the  States.  They 
hare  the  omplete  power  to  prohibit,  by  law,  the  emis- 
■ion  and  circulatton  of  the  smaller  notest  and  I  cannot 
doubt,  if  this  Government  diall  hvM  up  to  them  a  stand* 
ard  deemed  indispensable  to  the  purification  and  reform 
of  the  currency,  that  that  power  will,  in  process  of  time, 
be  exerted  so  as  to  aecond  and  render  elFeciual  the  poli- 
cy of  our  legislation  here.  Have  we  not  every  en- 
couragement. In  what  has  already  taken  place,  to  hope 
for  such  a  result?  It  b  only  a  few  years  ago  that  but 
three  of  the  States,  according  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  (Penns^U 
vanta,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,)  had  prohibited  the  is- 
sue  of  notes  under  five  dollars.  But,  since  that  lime,  it 
has  been  the  policy  of  the  General  Government,  in  the 
Collection  and  msnagement  of  Ihe  public  revenues,  to 
discountenance  bank  notes  under  that  denomination. 
And  what  hu  been  the  result }  We  have  seen  the  States, 
one  by  one,  sueceasively  confornung  to  the  example, 
till  now  a  majority  of  them  have  prohibited  all  uink 
notes  uitder  tbe  denominatton  of  five  dollars.  The  con- 
fidence I  feel  in  the  enlightened  patriotism  of  the  Slate 
Governments,  and  in  the  popular  mtelligenee  and  virtue 
which  control  them,  gives  me  every  assurance  that  an 
appeal  to  their  co-operation  in  so  great  and  noble  a 
work  will  not  be  in  vain,  especially  when  they  shall 
have  before  them  a  sober  and  practical  exhibition  of 
the  probable  results  of  tbe  policy  in  which  their  concur- 
rence is  invited. 

Let  u",  then,  inquire  what  is  likely  to  be  Ihe  extent 
uf  the  effect  which  will  be  produced  on  the  current  by 
the  successive  proiiibition  of  all  notes  under  five,  tea, 
and  twenty  doUui,  respectircly>  Jlr.  Gallatia,  whon 
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ckill  in  questions  of  this  sort  is  univemDy  tdmitlcd,  in 
bis  ibia  pamplilet  on  the  currency  written  ia  1830,  es- 
timtted  the  reduction  In  the  amount  or  the  paper  oircu- 
latioo  which  would  arise,  at  that  timet  from  the  tupprea- 
ston  of  all  notes  under  6re  dollars,  at  six  millionti  and 
that  likely  to  be  produced  by  a  suppression  of  the  notes 
under  ten  dollan,  at  about  seven  roillions;  making  an 
aggregate  of  ttiirteen  milltoni  of  dollars,  and  equal  to 
one  filth  of  the  whole  paper  circulation  of  the  country. 
Another  highly  respectable  authority  on  American  bank* 
ing  (Gouge)  estimates,  in  1831,  the  amount  of  notes  un* 
der  five  dollars  then  in  circulation  at  seven  millionsi  and 
of  notes  under  ten  dollars  at  ten  milltoni}  making  an 
aggTCf^te  of  seventeen  millions.    But  let  us  take  Mr. 
Gallatin's  esiimate,  and  suppose  that  the  suppression  of 
the  notes  under  fire  and  ten  dollars  would,  together, 
operate  a  reduction  of  one  fifth  in  the  whole  amount  of 
bank  paper  in  oirculation.    Let  us  then  suppose  (which) 
I  preaumet  would  not  hs  extravagMt)  that  the  supprea- 
«ion  of  all  notes  un^er  twealx  Altan*  and  above  ten. 
Would  produce,  in  amount,  a  diminution  of  one  6rtb 
raoreof  the  paper  circutaUon.    By  the  uhimatesup- 
presston  of  all  notes  under  twenty  dollars,  we  should 
then  gain  an  aggregate  reduction  of  two  fifths  in  the 
whole  paper  circulation  of  the  country.    According  to 
the  recent  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
whole  paper  cireu'stion  of  the  country  amounts  at  this 
time  to  130  millions,  two  fiilha  of  which  would  be  48 
milRoHor  dollars.    But,  in  order  to  be  within  sure 
liaili^  we  will  nippose  that  the  amount  of  bank  paper 
which  would  be  withdrawn'  from  circulation  by  the 
suppression  of  all  notes  under  twenty  dollars  would  be 
only  40  millions.    That,  of  cwirse,  would  be  replaced 
by  an  equal  anruMint  of  gold  and  silver.    How,  then, 
would  stand  the  account  tn  the  final  result?   Forty  mil- 
lions,  taken  from  the  130  milUons  of  paper  circulation, 
would  leave  80  millions  of  paperi  and,  added  to  the  28 
millions  of  gold  and  silver  alr^y  in  circulation,  accord- 
ing to  the  eitimste  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
would  give  ua  68  millionst  or  (for  the  sake  of  round 
numbers,  and  to  compensate  liberal  deductions  made 
above)  70  millions  of  gold  and  silver  in  active  eircuU- 
tion — not  dammed  up  and  stagnating  in  the  cofiers  of 
the  banki^  hut  ipread  over  the  land,  irrigatiiig,  refresh- 
ing, Mid  fertilizing  the  whole  country. 

Such,  Ur.  President,  would  be  the  solid  and  practical 
result  of  the  ultimate  suppression  of  all  bank  bills  under 
the  denomination  of  twenty  dolUn.  It  would  give  to 
the  country  nearly  one  half  of  its  whole  circulation  in 
the  precious  metals,  forming  a  solid  and  unfailing  fund 
for  the  payment  of  labor,  for  the  buying  and  selling  of 
the  necessaries  of  lifie,  for  the  great  mass  of  daih  tntns- 
aelion%  including  the  wants  and  interest!  of  the  farmer, 
the  mechanic,  and  the  tradesman!  while  the  other  h^f 
would  consist  of  an  improved  paper  currency  for  the 
use  and  acctunmodation  of  the  merchant,  and  for  the 
larger  operations  of  trade  and  business.  I  would  ask 
gentlemen  if  such  a  result  is  not  **  a  consummation  de- 
voutly to  be  wished?"  Would  tt  not,  in  the  glowing 
and  patriotio  language  of  the  President,  form  **  an  era 
in  the  history  of  the  countir  which  would  bedweltupory 
with  delight  by  every  true  friend  of  its  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence?" And  can  we  suppose  tliat  the  enlightened 
Legislatures  of  Ibe  Slates,  in  the  view  of  such  a  result, 
pregnant  with  consequences  so  important  to  the  safety, 
the  prosperity,  and  the  morals,  of  tlie  whole  community, 
and  especially  to  the  interests  of  those  numerous  and  in- 
dustrious classes  which  form  the  basis  and  aupport  of 
our  rKtubliean  sy  atem,  could  be  so  deaf  to  the  united 
call  or  patriotism  and  wisdom,  as  not  to  lend  their  co-op. 
eration  in  so  great  and  saliitar^  a  reform?  For  myself, 
Mr.  Prssideni,  I  feel  a  cheering  confidence  that  they 
will  give  a  helping  and  efficient  biiKl  to  this  great  work. 
Vut.  XIII.— 33 


The  Legislature  of  my  own  State  is  now  engaged  in  re 
vising  her  banking  system,  and  I  console  myself  in  the 
belief  that  she  will  be  among  tlw  foremoM  to  vindicate 
the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  Slate  couneila  fron 
distrust,  by  heartily  secondin|^  tn  her  legislatton  on  tbn 
subject,  our  efforts  here  to  establish  ■  sound  currency 
for  the  country. 

But,  air,  till  by  the  suppression  of  the  small  notes  the 
circulation  of  the  country  has  become  better  filled  with 
the  precious  metals,  I  do  not  think  it  would  consist  with 
a  just,  wise,  and  paternal  policy  on  the  pait  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  exact  payment  of  ita  dues  in  specie  exoliwve- 
ly.  It  could  not  be  done  without  great  hardship  to  the 
public  debtor,  and  extensive  distress  and  embarraasment 
to  the  whole  community.  To  demonstrate  this,  nothing 
more  is  necessary  than  to  compare  the  amount  of  specie 
in  circulation  with  the  amount  of  the  revenuei  forit  is  con- 
ceded now,  thstif  payment  of  one  branch  of  the  reve* 
nue  be  required  by  any  permanent  regulatkuto  he  made 
in  specie,  all  ought  to  be  paid  in  specie.  AcMrding  to 
the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (which 
appears  to  me  a  very  liberal  one,)  \he  whole  amount  of 
specie  in  circulation  does  not  exceed  twenty-eight  mil* 
hoos  of  dolUr«.  The  revenue  during  the  last  year 
amounted  to  forty-seven  millionst  and  perhaps,  with  all 
our  efforts  to  reduce  it,  it  may  still  not  fall  short  of  thirty 
millions.  There  would,  then,  be  thirty  millioos  of  dollars 
to  be  paid  to  the  Government,  out  of  a  drculation  of 
twenty-eight  roillions!  To  conlront  the  two  sums  is  to 
show  the  temerity,  if  not  the  imposnbility,  of  the  at- 
tempt. If  the  public  debtors  should  be  thrown  upon 
the  banks  for  large  amounts  of  specie,  not  to  be  had  from 
the  circulation  of  the  country,  no  one  can  be  at  a  loss  to 
perceive  to  what  a  disastrous  extent  th0  bunness  relations 
and  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  whole  eooMianity  would 
be  embarrassed  and  deranged.  Xnd  bow  mudi  of 
specie,  permit  me  to  ask,  would  remain  for  that  im- 
mense mass  of  payments  in  private  tntnaaetions,  which, 
according  to  a  practical  estimate  made  by  Hr.  Gallatin, 
in  reference  to  the  revenue  collected,  and  the  bust* 
ness  done,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  exceeds  more 
than  fifty  times  the  payments  to  the  Government? 
Nothing,  therefore,  can  be  clearer  than  that  an  attempt, 
with  our  present  limited  metallie  cireulatiog,  to  coUeot 
the  public  revenue  in  apede  nione  would  bcdisireasing 
to  the  last  degree,  and  could  not  abide  the  teat  of  that 
public  judgment  without  whose  approbation  no  system  of 
policy  can  or  ought  to  stand. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Hr.  Bkktov,] 
in  the  able  apeech  made  by  him  in  the  opening  of  this 
discussion — a  speech  which  does  him  great  credit,  not 
only  for  iheextentandvarictyof  the  research  displayed  by 
him,  but  for  the  force  and  ability  with  which  he  illustra- 
ted his  own  views,  (in  some  of  which  it  is  my  misfortune 
to  differ  from  him,) — brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Sen- 
ate, from  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Committee 
or  Secrrcy  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Bank  of 
England  charter,  in  1833,  the  case  of  a  banker  at  Man- 
Chester^  who  paid  out,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  about 
six  roillions  «  ddlars  in  specie  to  the  operatives  of  tliat 
place.  But  this  was  done  in  a  country  which,  as  1  have 
already  shown,  possesses  sn  actual  circulating  metallic 
currency  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
whereas  our  metallic  circulation  is  but  twenty-flight  mil* 
lions!  The  examination  of  Mr.  Samuel  Jones  Lloyd, 
(the  banker  referred  to,)  on  this  point,  is  so  instructive 
in  itself,  and  so  strikingly  illustrative  of  the  arguments  [ 
have  advanced,  that  I  beg  leave  to  read  Ibe  whole  of  that 
portion  of  it  to  tite  Senate,  in  the  form  of  question  and 
answer  in  which  it  ii  reported: 

"  Queition.  Tou  are  aware  that  a  great  amount  of 
specie  is  required  every  week  for  the  payment  of  wagci 
at  Manchester?  ^  , 
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lion  of  smtll  nolee?  In  lovereigni'  In  gold  or  silverf 
Let  us  return  to  t)ie  ezaTninalton  oC  Mr.  LInyd: 

"  QttetUon.  Berore  tlie  abolition  of  the  £1  notes,  were 
those  paymenia  generally  made  in  JEl  noleif 

jSimoer.  Entirely. 

Quaftm.  Was  the  amount  then  about  the  same^ 
Aniwtr.  Qnite  as  large." 

Previous  to  tlie  suppression  of  (he  small  nole^,  then, 
the  whole  Bmounl  oi  payments  now  made  in  guld  were 
made  exclusively  in  £\  notes,  and,  but  fur  that  wppreS' 
sion,  would  still  be  made  in  XI  notes.  While  the  £1  notes 
were  in  circulation*  these  payments  could  not  be  made 
in  gold,  because  gold  was  not  in  circulation.  Gold  wai^ 
doubtlea^  in  the  country,  accumulated  in  the  vaulta  of 
bankst  hut  not  being  in  circulation,  there  was  no  com- 
mun  and  accessible  fund  from  which  it  could  be  readily 
and  conveniently  obtained  for  the  business  of  life.  It 
never  will  be  in  circulation  until  bank  notes  of  the 
smaller  denominations  ba\e  been  first  suppressed.    It  is 
in  *ain  for  the  Gorernment  to  attempt  to  bring  it  into 
'  circulation  by  demanding  it  in  puj  :.ient  of  the  public 
I  dues.   By  doing  so,  the  public  debtor  may  be  subjected 
'  to  hardship,  the  banks  may  be  exposed  to  runs  upon 
'  them  for  specie,  and  the  business  ufllic  cummunity  may 
'  be  crippled  and  deranged.    But  gold  and  siUer  vill 
'  never  circulate  while  bank  notes  of  the  same  denomina- 
'  tiun  are  permitted  to  occupy  the  channels  of  circulation . 
,  "You  may  call  spirits  from  the  rasty  deep,  but  will 
,'  they  come  r* 

The  requisition  of  qiccle  in  paymo>ts  to  the  Govery- 
'.  ment  wtll  not  only  nut  avail  to  bring  gold  and  silver  into 
.  circulation,  but,  if  insisted  on,  while  gold  and  silver  yet 
form,  comparatively,  but  a  small  part  of  the  actual  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  it  will  inevitably  have  the  effect  of 
diminishing  their  circulation.    While  bank  paper  forms 


Amtoer.    A  very  large  amount. 
^nation.    Cva  you  give  the  committee  any  idea  of 
the  amount? 

Antwtr.  JHo,  I  cannolt  but,  so  far  as  regards  the 
issue  of  our.  own  house,  I  should  say  that  upon  the  aver- 
age  we  pay  about  35,000  sovereigns  a  week. 

(^uaHen,  Is  that  a  fresh  supply  of  sovereigns  in  each 
week,  or  do  you  obtain  it  from  the  circulation  of  the 
place? 

Amoar.  We  require  a  continual  fresh  supply,  but 
not  to  that  extent.  I  think  the  fresh  supply  requisite 
will  average  something  lets  than  10,000  a  week. 

Quettion.  Before  tlie  abolition  of  the  £1  notes,  were 
those  payments  generally  made  in  £1  notes? 

JInnoer.  Entirely. 

Question.    Was  the  amount  then  about  the  same? 

^ntwer.   Quite  as  large. 

QutbUon.  You  say  that  about  25,000  a  we<-k  is  what 
you  are  called  upon  altogether  to  nay,  and  that  about 
15,000  oome  back  into  your  hands?  What  do  you  ap< 
prehend  becomes  of  the  remaining  10,000  sovereigns? 

Amwer.  When  the  £1  notes  were  in  circulation,  we 
could  trace  it  pretty  accurately,  and  1  believe  the  course 
to  be  the  same  with  the  sovereigns)  they  are  paid  princi- 
'pally  in  wages.  The  work  people  lay  them  out  in 
clothing  and  provisions,  and  those  sovereigns  pass  to  (he 
provision  dealers,  and  thence  into  the  districts  from  which 
the  provisions  are  supplied}  the  sovereigns  (hen  paasinto 
the  bands  of  the  country  bankers  in  those  districts,  who 
cither  aend  then  up  to  London  or  return  them  to  Man- 
chester, as  may  be  most  convenient  to  them. 

Que»^ior^.  It  does  not  follow,  then,  because  you  are 
obliged  to  have  10,000  soveceigna  from  the  branch  bank, 
(that  is,  branch  of  the  Bank  of  England,}  that  the  amount 
of  the  circulation  in  Manchester  is  continually  increasing 
■t  the  rate  of  10^000  a  week? 

Antujer.  No,  I  do  not  apprehend  It  is  increasing  at 
•11." 

Now,  sir,  let  us  see  how  these  large  payments  in  spe-  >  sequence  will  be  to  enhance,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
cie,  in  Manchester,  are  made.  Mr.  LIuyd  says,  ex*  :  the  value  of  gold  and  »lver  in  relation  to  paper.  That 
pressly,  that,  of  the  25,000  sovereigns  a  week  paid  out  >  bring  the  case,  gold  and  silver  will  no  longer  circulate 
by  him,  15,000  of  them  are  obtained  from  the  circulation  freely.  Those  vho  have  specie  will  be  unwilling  to 
of  the  place,  as,  through  that  channel,  they  regularly  '  part  with  it,  except  at  a  premium;  and  those  who  MVC 
curae  back  into  his  hands;  that  he  requires  a  fresh  sup-    notea  will  be  anxious  (o  convert  (hem  into  specie 


Ely  of  about  10,000  sovereigns  a  week  from  the  bank} 
lit  these  10,000  sovereigna  arc  also  constantly  returning 
to  the  bank  from  the  circulation  of  the  country.  They 
are  6nt  paid  by  the  work  people  to  the  provision  deal- 
era;  then  by  the  provision  dealers  to  (he  farmers,  of 
wbom  they  procure  their  supplies;  from  the. farmers 
they  paas  into  the  bands  of  the  country  bankers,  who 
either  return  them  to  Ihe  branch  bank  at  Manchester, 
or,  what.is  Ihe  same  thing  in  effect,  send  them  up  to  the 
parent  bank  at  London.  Thus,  the  whole  amount  of 
these  specie  payments  is  supplied  by  the  actual  circu- 
lating medium  of  the  country— a  thing  easy  and  conve- 
nient enough,  and  perfectly  natural,  where  (he  amount 
of  goM  and  silver  in  daily  and  active  circulation  is 
150,000,000  dollara.  To  make  large  payments  in  spe- 
cie, under  such  circumstances,  ia  attended  with  nodiffi- 
colty,  because  specie  is  tfie  common  and  habitual  cur- 
rency  of  the  country.  The  metall.c  circulation  of 
England  is  a  perpetual  fountain,  fed  by  the  streams 
which  flow  from,  and  are  constantly  returning  into,  it. 
But  to  make  payments  in  specie  to  the  Government 
alone,  of  thirty  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  or  the  half 
or  the  fourth  of  those  sums,  in  a  country  whose  circula- 
tion cons'iats  of  0130,000,000  of  paper,  and  of  but 
#38,000,000  of  gold  and  silver,  is  a  far  different  opera- 
tion. 

Another  moat  important  lesson  is  to  be  derived  from 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Lloyd.  How  were  these  paymenta 
fur  wages  made.in  Manchester  previous  to  the  probibi- 


Hoarding  of  the  precious  mclab  will  then  commence, 
and  but  little  of  them  be  seen  in  circulation.  No  one,  I 
presume,  Mr.  President,  attaches  much  importance  to 
the  collection  uf  (he  public  revenue  in  specie,  as  an 
ultimate  object,  ]f  it  can  be  made  equally  safe  by  other 
means.  It  is  only  as  an  instrument  uf  purifying  and 
correcting  the  currency  that  it  deserves  the  considera- 
tion of  a  practical  statesman.  The  great  object  ia  not 
to  amau  specie  in  the  public  Treasury,  or  in  the  vaults  of 
hsnks,  but  to  diffuse  its  healthful  currents  through  the 
business  of  soeiety,  and  to  bring  it  into  active  circulation 
among  the  people.  This  can  only  be  eff*ectcd  by  the 
previous  suppression  of  the  small  notes;  and  any  attempt 
by  the  Government,  before  that  is  done,  to  collect  its 
revenues  in  specie,  instead  of  promoting  and  extending 
the  circulation  of  gold  and  «lver,  teoda  directly  to  nar- 
row and  diminish  their  circalation. 

llie  indiscriminate  refuaal  of  bank  paper  in  payment 
of  the  public  dues  might,  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
country!  be  attended  with  other  serious  hazards.  We 
have  heard  a  great  doal  recently,  Mr.  President,  of  the 
pecuniary  panic  and  distress  prevailing  in  England  and 
Ireland,  and  uf  the  extensive  fumtmercial  embarrassments 
felt  there.  These  embarrassments  (in  Ireland,  e»|>e- 
cialiy)  seem  to  have  arisen  mainly  from  this  very  cir- 
cumstance of  a  refusal  to  receive  the  paper  of  solvent 
banks  in  collections  of  the  public  revenue.  It  appears 
that  some  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs  had  arbitrarily 
refused  the  bUls  of  the  Provincial  Bank  of  Ireland. 
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Thereupon,  ■  run  upnti  the  bank  immediitely  com- 
menced, which,  neverthelesa,  wrsiherrd  the  itortn.  The 
pinic  tpreid  in  regard  to  other  inalitutiont,  which, 
tliough  solvent,  were  compelled  to  atop  paymentt  and  a 
general-scene  of  corifusion,  alarnit  and  embarrassment, 
ensued.  But  I  will  give  the  details  in  an  extract  from 
an  P.n|[liih  paper,  which  has  been  repiiblislied  exten- 
sively in  all  our  principal  journals.    Here  it  U: 

The  pressure  was  yet  severe,  not  only  throughout 
England,  but  in  Ireland.  In  the  Utter  country  there 
had  been  a  panic,  attended  by  several  severe  commer- 
cial disasters.  This  punio  was  commenced  by  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs  at  Newry,  and  some  other  places, 
refusing  the  bills  or  the  Provincial  Bmk  of  Ireland.  A 
run  upon  the  bank  was  the  inevitable  and  immcdi-tlc 
consequence.  The  solvency  of  the  bank,  however,  had 
never  been  questioned,  and  was  finally  attested  by  the 
result.  Tbe  panic  spread  in  respect  to  other  institutions, 
and  the  Dublin  Agricultural  Bank  stopped  payment  on 
the  I5th.  Strong  efforts  were  made  by  iu  friends  to 
sustain  iL  One  gentleman,  Mr.  Greiham,  sent  in 
£25,000.  The  liabilities  of  the  bank  are  stated  at 
£240,000;  its  asseu  at  £680,000. 

"This  bank  was  established  in  1834,  by  2,170  part- 
ners. It  now  has  5,000  partners,  and  twenty-six 
branches  scattered  til  orer  tbe  country,  all  of  which 
rtop,  of  coarse.  But,  notwithstanding  the  solvency  of 
the  institution,  its  suspension  will  operate  fearful  injury." 

All  this  pecuniary  suffering  and  distress,  widely  rami- 
fied as  il  afterwards  became,  originated  in  the  refusal, 
fay  officers  of  the  Government,  to  receive  the  notes  of  a 
lolvent  bank  in  p*yment  of  the  public  revenue.  If,  Mr. 
Prerident,  we  shBii,  by  a  sweeping  law,  refuse  to  re- 
ceive the  paper  of  alt  banks,  however  soui>d,  in  dbcharge 
of  the  public  dties,  will  there  nnt  be  danger  of  similar 
consequencea?  Might  it  not  operate,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, as  a  discredit  of  all  bank  paper,  exposing  the  insti- 
tutions which  issue  it  to  severe  run^  and  the  eompiunity 
at  large  to  consequential  pregsure  and  embarrassment  f 
At  all  events,  there  would  be  heavy  demands  upon  the 
banks  for  the  specie  requisite  in  payments  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, whidi  the  limited  metallic  circulation  of  the 
country  would  be  wliolly  inadequate  to  supply.  Would 
\t  be  Jdst  or  wise  in  the  Government,  in  the  present  cnn- 
ottion  of  the  currency,  with  a  Sbylock  severity,  to  de- 
mand its  pound  of  flesh?  Would  not  such  a  course  tend 
to  produce,  instead  of  averting,  the  cataatruphe  which 
appears  to  be  dreaded  by  some? 

I  should  be  as  little  disposed,  Mr.  President,  as  sny 
member  of  this  body,  to  hszard  the  safety  of  the  public 
revenue  by  any  undue  laxity  in  regard  to  its  colleciton. 
The  proposition  t  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  provides 
atmtioualy  fur  the  security  of  the  revenue.  It  not  only 
does  not  allow  the  no'es  of  any  banks  to  be  received, 
but  such  as  are  promptly  redeemed  in  specie — subject, 
too,  to  important  restrictions  in  regard  to  their  denomi- 
nations— but  it  expressly  declares  that  no  notes  whatev- 
er shall  be  received  which  the  banks  in  which  they  are 
to  be  deposited  shall  not  agree  to  pass  at  once  to  the 
credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash.  This  guarantee  of 
the  deposite  banks  converts  the  whole  of  the  public  col- 
lections virtually  in'o  specie;  and  when  il  ii  recollected 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  empowered,  when- 
ever he  thinks  it  necessary,  to  obtain  from  them  a  spe- 
cial and  supplementary  security  for  the  public  (Icpositcs, 
the  siilidity  of  the  guarsintee  msy  be  reposed  upon  with 
confidence. 

It  is  objected  to  this  provision,  by  some  gentlemen, 
that  it  ptits  it  in  the  power  of  the  deposite  bankx  to  say 
what  notes  shall,  and  whfit  shall  not,  be  received  hy  the 
G'lVertiment  in  payment  of  its  revenues.  The  absuhite 
responsibility  of  the  deposite  banks  for  the  notes  dcpui- 
ited  with  tbem  on  public  account  is  deemed  a  fundamen* 


tal  principle  in  the  fiscal  code  of  Governmentt  without 
it,  the  practice  of  special  deposites  must  be  revivedt 
which  formerly  subjected  the  Government  to  heavy  loai- 
es,  and  is  the  origin  of  tbe  unavailable  funds  still  borne 
on  the  bookr  of  the  Treasury.  But  if  the  deposite 
banks  are  to  be  absolutely  responsible  for  the  notes  de- 
piisiled  with  them  as  so  much  cash,  they  ought,  certsinly, 
to  have  a  reasonable  discretion  as  to  the  notes  they  shall 
receive  on  deposite.  This  is  no  new  principle  in  tlie 
practice  of  the  Government]  it  has  been  a  standing  in- 
s'nietion  from  the  Treasury  Department  to  tite  public 
receivers  and  collectors,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  to 
receive  no  notes  but  such  as  the  deposite  banks  would 
credit  In  the  United  Slates  as  cash.  To  satisfy,  howev- 
er, as  Tar  as  possible,  the  jealousy  which  has  been  ex' 
prefised  on  this  subject,  and  to  guard  against  any  arbi- 
trary or  wanton  abuse  of  their  discretion  by  the  deposite 
hanks  I  have,  by  a  moOificaiion  of  my  original  resolu- 
tion,  placed  them,  in  this  regard,  expressly  under  the 
supervision  and  control  of  the  Secretai^  of  the  Treasury. 

While  the  proposition  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit 
provides,  as  I  believe,  in  the  amplest  manner,  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  public  revenue,  it  pays  a  due  regard  to  the 
Interests  of  the  great  body  of  tbe  community.  An  in- 
ffexible  exaction  of  gold  and  silver  in  payments  to  the 
Government,  in  tbe  present  condition  or  the  circulating 
medium,  it  seemed  to  me,  would  involve  a  necessary  ana 
serious  derang'.-menl  to  the  whole  business  and  com- 
merce of  the  country.  These  interests  1  believe  to  be 
more  or  U  as  common  to  all.  1  am  not  one  of  those  who 
see  a  natural  enmity  and  inherent  incompatibility  be- 
tween the  interests  of  diflerent  clasnea  of  men;  I  do  not 
belong  to  that  school  of  phih  sopby  which  divides  so- 
ciety borizuntnlly,  the  upper  portion  pressing  upon  the 
lower  »iih  the  weight  of  its  incumbent  mass,  while  the 
latter  is  constantly  striving  to  throw  off  the  load  by  vio- 
lent and  vindictive  struggle.  This  is  the  bellum  omnium 
in  omnia  which  forms  no  part  either  of  my  philosophy  or 
my  feelings.  No,  sir,  my  theory  assigns  a  perpendicu- 
lar stratification  to  society,  placing  all  its  component 
parts  side  by  side  on  the  same  platform  of  equality,  with 
common  rights,  common  interests,  and  common  duties, 
mutually  giving  and  receiving  support  by  their  juxtapo- 
sition. In  this  aspect,  the  intt  rests  of  the  merchant, 
the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  the  laborer,  are  the  ssmet 
what  pnimoies  the  prosperity  of  one,  redounds  to  the 
silvtintHge  nf  each. 

In  regard  to  tbe  effect  upon  tbe  currency,  the  propo- 
sition I  have  hsd  the  honor  to  submit,  tfadopted,  would 
prove  in  some  degree  instrumental,  I  trust,  in  promoting 
that  great  refiirm  which  has  been  so  impressively  recnm- 
mended  by  the  patriotic  Chief  Hsgialrate  of  the  nation, 
and  which,  at  the  moment  when  he  ta  about  to  close  a 
long  and  glorious  career  of  |iublic  service,  in  a  hallowed 
retirement,  "  hy  all  a  nation's  wishes  bleKt,"  may  well 
form  Uie  object  of  his  ardent  vowa  for  his  country. 
That  reform  seeks,  hy  the  substitution  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver, in  place  of  the  lower  denominations  of  bank  paper, 
lo  make  the  precious  metals  the  familiar  currency  of 
common  life.  But  this  object  can  be  fully  accomplished 
only  by  the  ultimate  snpprrssion  ofall  notes  under  twen- 
ty dulbrs;  five-dollMr  notes  and  half  CHgles  will  not  cir- 
culate together;  the  ten-dollar  note  must  be  put  down, 
before  the  eagle  can  tuke  its  place. 

1  am  aware,  Mr.  Prcsidt'oi,  Ihul  uur  position  is  not  ex- 
empt from  difficulties  and  dnngers.  But  I  see  in  them 
nothing  to  create  aWm,  far  less  to  excite  despnndencyi 
but  every  thing  to  muse  the  devotion  and  energy  of  the 
patriot.  With  whitever  embarrassments  we  may  be 
beset,  there  is  a  rcdreming  power  in  the  virtue  and  in- 
telligence uf  ihe  Ami-riciin  people,  which  will  conduct 
US  in  safety  and  triumph  through  them  all.  Some  gen- 
tlemen, 1  find,  still  fondly  recur  to  their  favorite  pr^ 
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•eription  of  >  miional  bsnk,  ■■  the  panaceft  for  all  our  ills. 
In  mjr  humble  judgement,  sir,  the  remedy  is  f»r  worse 
than  the  dbeaae.  The  protection  of  a  national  bank 
would  be  *'  Mch  proleetion  as  viihurea  giTe  to  lambs.*' 
No*  i&V\  let  us  rather  inroke  the  protection  of  our  piar- 
tlian'vnd  victorioai  b!rd|  the  American  esfrte,  the  em- 
blem of  our  freedom  and  itrenffih.  An  able  and  expe- 
rienced member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  apemkinp  of 
the  inherent  tendencies  nf  the  banking  system^  said: 
**  There  b  in  it  an  inevitable  tendency  to  orer-israea  ol 
paper,  wHhoat  a  constant  sentinel  keepin^f  watch  upon 
It)  and  tint  sentinel  [<br  them]  was  the  roetallie  sore* 
reign  in  constant  circulation.'*  The  American  metaUic 
eagle,  in  actire  circulation,  will  perform  the  same  tate> 
lary  oiAee  fur  m\  and,  wUh  such  other  provisions  as  the 
practical  and  sagacious  spirit  of  American  legislation 
shall  dcTise,  will  finally,  I  firmly  believe,  place  our  cur* 
rency  on  a  footing  which,  for  convenience  and  security 
united,  wiU  rival  any  other  under  the  sun. 

I>et  the  Slate  Legtilatures  proceed  ftnnly  and  vigor- 
ously in  the  suppression  of  the  small  notes.  I  believe 
they  will.  They  have  the  highest  motives  which  can  ad* 
dresB  themselves  to  human  action  to  accomplish  thia 
great  reform.  Let  them  subject  all  bank%  bnlh  old  and 
new,  to  efficient  regulation)  let  them  regard  with  jeal- 
ousy eveiy  proportion  for  an  increate  of  bank%  and 
yield  lo  none  which  is  not  founded  im  broad  considera- 
tions of  pnbUc  nlili^i  let  them  impose  striet,  practical 
limitations^  both  upon  tbeir  Issues  and  thdr  diseountti 
let  tbem  provide  for  frequent  petiodieal  scrutinin  into 
their  conditioni  and,  above  all,  let  them  retain  In  their 
own  hands  a  constant  power  of  correcting  abuses,  and  of 
protecting,  in  every  emergency,  the  interests  of  the 
community. 

It  is  this  prinftiple  of  legislative  regulation  and  control 
over  benUiw  inaiitations  which  conatUules  the  distinct- 
ive feature  of  AnMriean  policy.  It  ii  the  result  of  tbe 
practical  character  of  the  American  mindt  and  I  am 
bappy  to  perceive  that  the  people  of  older  countries — 
of  England,  especially — are  turning  lo  us  for  lessons  and 
examples  in  ihts  branch  of  the  public  economy.  In  ttiat 
country,  beyond  tbe  sixty-five  miles  from  London,  which 
define  the  limiti  of  the  Bank  of  England  monopoly,  nu- 
meraui  broods  of  jirint  stock  companies  and  private 
bankers  have  sprung  up,  without  regulation  by  law, 
without  limitation  of  number,  without  restriction  as  to 
their  issues  or  discounts,  aud  without  responsibility  to 
the  public  authority.  The  consequence  has  been,  that 
this  branch  of  their  system  has  run  Into  wild  disorder  and 
confusion.  They  now  see  that  the  privilege  of  issuing 
money,  of  whatever  kind,  ia  an  essential  branch  of  the 
public  sovereigilty,  and,  like  every  oilier  delegated  pow- 
er of  that  tort,  it  must  be  subjected  to  regulation,  to  in* 
epectlon,  to  reaponnbitity.  This  is  a  lesson  they  have 
learned  from  ust  and  it  is  gratifying  lo  see  that,  on  anoth- 
er fundamental  point,  the  most  enlightrned  minds  in 
that  country  are  coming  lo  the  sime  conclusion  that  we 
have  attained.  They  begin  lo  see  that  the  monopoly  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  as  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  here,  is  a  dangerous  monopoly  t  that  the  dominion 
of  such  an  institution  over  tbe  circulation  ia  a  power 
more  of  evil  than  good*  and  that  it  must  be  brought 
down  to  the  level  of  competition  with  other  solid  institu- 
tions. Tlie  opinions  of  the  two  countries,  on  this  grest 
concern  of  the  currency,  are  mutually  approximating, 
and  settling  down  upon  a  common  sjrttem.  1  hey  are 
learning  from  ua  the  neceasary  checks  and  controls  of  a 
paper  currency)  we  from  tliem,  I  trust,  the  value  and 
Importance  of  an  enlar^d  metallic  cirailation.  I  re- 
pest,  then,  there  is  nothing  in  our  present  silustinn  to 
excite  alarm  or  despondency,  whatever  occasion  there 
may  be  for  vigilance  and  caution-.  Let  ua  look  our  dan- 
gers steadily  in  tbe  face,  but  let  us  not  be  dlmayed  by 


them.  Let  us  grapple  with  the  difficulties  which  may 
oppose  ua,  in  ■  spirit  of  ttrenuous  and  determined  pattl- 
otism.  and  we  ahall  triumph  over  and  subdue  ttwm.  In 
conclusion,  let  me  aay  to  the  political  friends  with  whom 
1  have  had  the  honor  to  act  in  trying  times,  that,  after 
having  successfully  dittipated  so  many  panics  raised  un- 
der other  auspicer,  we  shall  not,  1  trust,  at  last  become 
the  victims  of  a  panic  of  our  own  creation. 

When  Mr.  Ritxs  had  taken  hii  seat, 

Mr.  CLAT  rose  and  said  that  be  desired  to  aubmit  to 
the  Senate  a  few  considerations  on  the  subject  under 
delMiet  but,  as  the  hour  was  somewhat  late,  tbe  Senate 
might  prefer  that  he  deferred  what  he  had  to  aay  till  to- 
morrow,  and  proceed  for  the  remainder  of  tcvday  to 
some  other  businesst  whereupon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BBOWN,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

WivnaniT,  Javoabt  U. 

Hr.  KENT  presented  the  credentials  of  Jonv  H. 
Sriirca,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  a  Senator 
from  that  Bute,  to  fill  the  place  vacated  by  the  death  of 
Hon.  R.  H.  GoLHaoBocai,  till  the  ilh  of  March  next* 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  WALREB  submitted  the  following  rcaolutton, 
which  lies  on  the  table  one  dsy,  for  consideration; 

Betahedt  That  the  Stale  of  Texas  having  eatablisbed 
and  maintained  an  independent  Government,  capable  of 
performing  those  Aitic^  foreign  and  domestic,  which 
appertain  to  hidenendent  Governments,  and  it  appearing 
that  there  is  no  longer  any  reasonable  prospect  of  tbe 
successful  prosecution  of  the  war  by  Mexico  ^inst  aud 
State,  it  is  expedient  and  proper,  and  in  perfect  con- 
formity with  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  practice  of  this 
Government  in  like  cases,  that  the  independent  political 
existence  of  said  Slate  be  acknowledged  by  the  Oovem- 
ment  of  the  United  States. 

Hr.  WALKER  said  it  was  not  his  iatentioa  to  ask  a 
departure  from  the  rules  of  tbe  Senate,  in  order  to  enter 
upon  the  consideration  of  this  resolution  at  this  period. 
The  resolution^  (Mr.  W.  stated,)  be  would  nnlyaay,  at 
this  period,  was  in  exact  concurrence  with  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  in  bis  last 
message  on  this  subject.  In  that  messsge,  the  Presi- 
dent declared  it  as  bis  opinion,  that  the  independence  of 
Texu  might  be  considered  as  suspended  upon  the  )nu« 
of  the  threatened  invasion  by  the  army  under  tbe  com 
mand  of  General  Bravo.  Hr.  W.uid  he  had  this  mom. 
ing  received  information  direct  from  Vera  Crux,  as  late 
as  the  first  of  December  last,  that  this  invasion  had  pro- 
ved entirely  aborlivet  that  the  army  of  Bravo  bad  been  re- 
duced, by  desertion  and  other  causes,  to  a  very  amall 
numbert  that  thia  miaerable  remnant  waa  unsupplied 
with  prorisionsfand  that,  in  eonsequenee  of  these  events^ 
General  Bravo  bad  resigned  the  command  of  the  army, 
and  that  the  invasion,  in  all  probability,  wuuld  be  aban- 
doned. Mr.  W.  said  be  waa  aatisfied  that  full  reliance 
might  be  pbced  on  the  correctness  of  this  inforiaation, 
ami  that  lie  was  fully  convinced  that,  with  Ihe  knowledge 
of  these  facts,  the  President  would  cheerfully  unite  with 
Congress  in  recognising  the  independence  of  Texa*. 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

The  Senate  having  again  proceeded  to  the  osder  of 
Ihe  day,  which  was  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
heretofore  moved  by  Hr.  Ewixe,  of  Ohio,  concerning 
the  Treasury  circular,  with  the  substitute  therefor  pro* 
pned  by  Hr.  Rirxs— 

Mr.  CLAT  said  that  he  took  great  pleasure  in  temler- 
ing  to  the  Senste  his  respectful  thanks  for  tbe  indulgence 
which  liad  yesterday  been  accorded  him,  at  the  instance 
of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina.  And  be  should  es* 
t  tem  liinself  most  happy  if  on  the  present  occasion  be 
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•hould  be  w  Mcceoful  is  to  njr  wtwt  riiould  oocaiion  no 
jegret  to  mj  for  btving  conferred  npon  bin  that  indul' 
gence. 

In  the  Sttte'  (aiid  Mr.  C.)  of  which  I  tm  »  ctiixen,  I 
htd  Iktetjr  occMlon  to  exprew  mjr  opinion  In  regard  to 
thai  Treaiury  order  which  it  bi  propoaed  in  the  reioluiion 
offered  by  my  friend  from  Onio  [Mr.  Ewivs]  to  retcind. 
What  I  said  on  that  occasion  appeared  in  the  prints  of 
the  daft  *  degree  of  nnezpeeted  notoriety  has  since 
been  g^ren  to  it  during  the  present  session.  What  I  ut- 
tered I  nncerely  befiered.  I  beliered  it  then,  I  believe 
it  nowi  and  [  reafBrrn  it  with  all  sincerity  here  in  my 
place,  as  my  settled  opinion.  Before,  howeTcr^  I  pro* 
eeed  to  ^te  the  grounds  on  which  It  resta,  I  shall  take 
some  notice  of  the  able  apeeoh  wilb  which  we  were  yes- 
terday favored  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  RiTu.]  Though  that  speech  was  any  thing  but  a 
^uitrfication  of  (he  legality  of  the  Treasury  order,  it  was 
ingeoioufl*  plaunble,  ofien  eloquent.  The  apeech 
Ibroaghout  ita  whole  tenor  was  Indeed  directly  advene 
to  the  order.  The  Treaaury  order  proceeds  on  the 
principle  of  requiring  specie  only  in  payment  fur  one  of 
the  most  important  brancbea  of  the  public  revenuet  but 
ihe  Senator  from  yir|;inia  is  in  favor  of  receiving  in  pay- 
ment^ a  mixed  currency.    The  order  proceeds  on  Ibe 

Crinciple  of  exhibiting  partiality  toward  certain  particu- 
ir  classes,  in  their  payment  of  the  public  dues)  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  is  fur  a  rule  which  shall  operate  alike 
and  equally  on  all,  and  shall  extend  to  every  branch  of 
the  public  revenue.  In  a  great  deal,  indeed,  in  most  of 
what  was  so  well  said  by  that  Senator,  1  entirely  concur. 
Tliere  are,  however,  some  points  of  difference,  which  I 
slisti  presently  notice.  I  regret,  that  while  the  country 
generallv,  while  the  Senator  himself,  and  white  we  all, 
are  so  deeply  interested  in  knowing  what  is  to  be  the 
real  policy  of  the  administration  on  the  question  of  the 
currency,  we  are  left  as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever.  On 
one  aide  of  tbe  Senate,  by  one  friend  of  the  adminiitra- 
tion,  it  ii  said  that  the  precious  metals  alone  are  to  form 
the  currency,  and  that  all 'paper  is  to  be  driven  out  of 
UK;  gradually,  indeed,  but  surely.  Tbe  Senator  from 
Virj^inia,  on  this  side,  says  that  the  policy  about  to  prevail 
seeks  to  establish  a  mixed  currency,  consisting  in  part 
of  specie,  and  in  part  of  the  noleauf  specie-paying  banks. 
Whieb  of  theae  friends  of  the  administration  are  we  to 
ereditf  I  must  eonfea*,  that  so  br  as  past  e^xperience  is 
to  be  looked  to  on  such  a  iubjeett  It  seems  to  favor  a 
inelallic  system  more  ihan  a  mixed  currency. 

At  the  last  aeasiun  of  Congress,  a  proposition  was  in- 
troduced into  the  Senate,  requiring  the  payment  of  spe. 
cie  in  all  cases  by  the  purchasers  of  our  public  lands. 
That_  proposition  was,  however,  put  down  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote.  For,  although  no  call  waa  made  for  the 
yeat  and  nays,  1  think  I  am  fully  authorised  in  saying  thai, 
hadsuchacall  been  made,  tberewould not  havebeenmore 
than  one  or  two  votea  in  favor  of  the  measure.  Tet  on 
the  llthof  July,  almost  immediately  on  the  rising  of  Con- 
gress, we  find  this  very  proposition  imbodied  in  a  Treas- 
ury order,  which  requires  the  payment  of  specie  in  re- 
gard to  our  most  important  branch  of  the  public  revenue. 
Thit  fact  a'ould  seem  to  indicate  that  the  policy  of  a 
mixed  currency,  for  which  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
has  contended,  was  not  then  the  policy  of  tbe  adminis. 
tration,  and  ttiat  not  his  bat  another's  influence  was  pre- 
dominant in  the  cabinet.  In  tbe  preamble  to  this  order, 
in  which  the  reasons  for  it  are  set  forth,  we  find  not  only 
that  specie  is  required  from  all  purchasers  of  the  public 
land,  but  that  that  other  element  of  the  currency  which 
the  Senator  would  retain  is  denounced  as  *' paper  mo- 
ney.** And  even  in  regard  to  the  messages  of  the  Pres- 
ident himself,  did  time  permit,  and  were  it  necessary  to 
do  so,  it  would  be  easy  to  show  from  all  of  them,  so  far 
as  tbcy  relate  to  tbia  subject  of  currency,  U»t  although 


President  Jackson  commenced  bia  administration  by  rec- 
ommending a  mixed  currency,  yet  that  he  gradually  de- 
parted more  and  more  from  that  ground,  until,  in  the 
message  of  1835,  referred  to  by  tbe  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, he  speaks  of  getting  back  to  tbe  constitutiona! 
medium,"  evidently  alluding  to  an  exclusive  specie  cir* 
culation.  You  will  therefore  agree  that  Ihe  unccruinty 
of  which  1  have  spoken  Is  not  feigned,  but  resit  and  I  en- 
treat the  two  divisions  of  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion speedily  to  settle  between  lliemselves  the  contro- 
verted question,  what  the  policy  to  be  pursued  actually 
is,  and  forthwith  to  sUte  it  to  tbe  pountry,  so  tbat«ll  our 
buwness  men  may  have  an  eye  to  it,  and  regulate  Ihem- 
selves  accordingly,  in  their  monnFed  transactions. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  tells  us  that  he  is  in  f^vor 
of  an  enlargement  of  the  metallic  foundation  of  the  cur- 
rency. And  who  is  not?  Is  the  idea  a  new  one  with 
the  Senato.-  from  Virginia?  Did  it  not  originate,  or  was 
it  not  at  least  firat  pressed  by  my  friends  who  were  en- 
dcHVoring  to  guard  the  currency  of  the  counlt^  from  the 
dangers  wh'iA  beset  ilf  Waa  not  the  principle  of  re- 
stricting issues  of  bank  notes  below  prescribed  denomi- 
nations first  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Hassacbn- 
setts  who  sits  near  me,  [Mr.  WsaaTaa,]  as  one  provision 
in  the  renewed  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUlea 
in  1833?  And  while  1  am  very  sure  that  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  did  not  take  from  the  speech  of  my  friend  on 
that  occanon  tbe  anecdote  which  ne  introduced  into  hie 
own  of  the  message  seat  by  Mr.  Burke  to  Mr.  Filt, 
warning  hira  that  if  he  permitted  the  issue  of  one-pound 
notes  he  would  never  again  see  a  guinea  in  England,  yet 
it  does  BO  happen  that  that  very  anecdote  was  related 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachuaetis  in  bis  speech  before 
the  Senate  in  1833,  and  was  used  by  him  expressly  in 
support  of  the  idea  of  incresaing  and  strengthening  Ihe 
mptallic  basis  of  our  psper  currency- 

But  whilst  both  gentlemen  concur  in  the  propriety  of 
imposing  some  limitation  on  our  psper  circulation,  yet 
there  is  a  wide  difference  between  them  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  that  denrable  object  is  to  be  effected.  Tbe 
Senator  from  Virginia  would  rely  on  tbe  voluntary  action 
of  a  thousand  banks,  and  of  twenty  six  State  sovereign- 
ties operating  on  those  banks.  We  of  the  opposition, 
on  the  contnry,  thought  it  wisest  to  rely  on  a  remedy 
within  our  own  power,  to  trust  to  our  own  laws,  and  to 
look  to  that  which  we  eould  efflect  by  our  own  enerf^iea 
and  the  exertion  of  our  own  constitutional  authority. 
We  eonridered  thia  a  practical  and  efficacious  means. 
The  Senator  frum  Virginia  relies  on  what  1  consider 
,  wholly  inefficient.  His  reliance,  it  seems,  is  on  the  en- 
lightened patriotism  of  the  States  and  of  the  banks)  the 
enlightened  patriotism  of  nine  hundred  or  a  thousand 
bankSk  created  for  the  sole  puipose  of  making  money! 
But,  sir,  have  we  no  leasons  from  experience  in  our  own 
past  history,  as  to  tbe  degree  of  reliance  which  may  safe- 
ly be  placed  on  tbe  mere  voluntary  action  of  any  com- 
munity, however  enlightened  and  patriotic  it  may  be^ 
What  was  the  state  of  things  during  our  own  Revolution, 
when  we  were  contending  in  the  most  glorious  cause 
that  ever  animated  the  hearta  or  nerved  Ihe  arms  of  meit? 
The  reliance  was  then  on  the  voluntary  payment  of  the 
quotas,  not  of  twenty-six,  hut  of  thirteen  Stales,  indis- 
pensable to  the  aoccesi  of  that  cause  and  to  our  sol- 
diers, who,  unfed  and  unclad,  were  enduring  every  suf- 
fering to  which  humanity  can  be  possibly  exposed.  Let 
me  ask  Ihe  honorable  Senator,  in  view  of  what  then  took 

flacr,  whether  reliance  on  the  patriotism  even  of  en- 
ghlened  States,  much  leas  that  of  banking  corporations, 
is  safe  and  secure. 

It  is  now  four  or  fin  yean  since  tbe  poGcy  waa  firat  an- 
nounced on  our  side,  and  was  afterwarda  uken  op  by  a 
portion  of  the  friends  of  the  adminiatmtion,  to  widen  the 
metalUc  foundation  of  tiic  currency  by  a  pririiibitian  of 
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■mall  bank  note*;  and  wlikt  hus  been  the  result?  (tow 
many  States  hu  enligfitened  p*triutisin  iitdnced  lo  adopt 
the  poKcy'  The  Senator  from  Virginia  mentioned  Vir- 
ginia, Pennsylvania,  an  I  Maryland,  to  which  he  might 
have  aJded  Kentucky,  and  pnssibly  one  or  two  others, 
Bs  having  imposed  the  desired  restriction;  but  they  did 
it  either  prior  to,  or  willtuut  any  8<>rt  of  reference  to  the 
annunciation  or  the  policy  from  W*sh1n|;toit.  Of  all  the 
twenty-six  STates,  he  believed  New  York  and  Maine  only 
bad  coflformed  their  legislation  to  the  recommendation 
sent  foi-th  from  this  city.  And  it  is  remarkable,  with  re- 
spect to  Maine-,  as  he  liad  understood,  that,  after  the  re- 
striction  was  imposed,  a  supply  of  the  prohibited  notes 
below  five  dollars  was  sent  fur  to  Maaucbusetta,  fur 
amtll  chanj^e  in  tiie  Iransuction  of  but-new. 

No,  sir;  no  man  has  a  higher  opininn  of  the  patriotism 
of  the  country  than  I  hav*.  There  ia  no  one  who  enter- 
tains a  higher  opinion  of  ihe  patriotism  of  tlie  States,  or 
is  more  disposed  to  place  a  due  and  proper  degree  of 
reliance  upon  it;  bitt  I  cnwder  it  sound  policy  not  ex- 
clusivfly  to  depend  upon  it,  but  to  add  to  Ihut  security 
tlie  salutary  vigor  of  the  law.  Hence  wc  supposed  that 
il  had  been  demonstrated  by  all  experience  in  this  cuiin* 
try  that  a  national  bank,  created  by,  and  under  the  prnp- 
er  control  of,  thia  Government,  was  a  fit  and  necessary 
instrument  lo  guard  the  paper  system  of  the  country 
a,;ainat  ita  tendency  to  run  Into  excessive  issues,  and  ulli> 
mitely  into  utter  disorder)  that  such  a  hank  would  at 
least  retard  that  deplorable  slate  of  things;  and  that,  if  it 
cuuld  n->t  filially  prevent  it,  when  the  notes  of  (he  local 
hanks  had  lost  all  conffdrnce,  and  ceased  lo  tie  a  secure 
cireulalion,  the  notes  of  the  national  bank  would  remain 
a  Sale  medium,  in  which  the  revenue  of  the  country  could 
be  collected  and  dislHl^^ed. 

From  the  moment  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
cessed  to  exist,  you  gave  up  the  rudder  of  the  national 
currency,  and  I  greatly  fear  that  it  will  gtt  into  such  a 
stste  of  cunrusinn  that  we  shall  see  il  go  on,  from  worse 
to  worse,  until  all  shall  unite  in  totally  withdrawing  froo) 
it  the  public  confidence. 

Hut  if  it  were  even  possible  that  you  could  succeed,  by 
appeals  to  (he  States  and  lothe  banks,  in  bringing  about 
tha  restoration  of  n  sound  currency,  how  long  would  it 
last?  Supposing  a  general  pressure  to  be  produced  by 
the  withdrawal  of  specie  fiom  the  country,  would  nut 
the  banks  instantly  be  prompted  by  the  States  themselves 
tu  supply  the  wants  oflhe  community  by  funu^hing  Ihe 
desired  medium'  Trace  back  your  own  history;  look 
to  that  period  which  preet^ded  the  Revolution,  when  the 
colonies  were  compelled  (o  reanrt  to  bills  of  credit,  and 
even  to  tobacrn,  as  acirculating  medium,  t  believe  that 
in  Virginia,  the  law  to  th:it  effect  remains  still  on  the 
statute  book,  and  that  fee  hilts  of  some  public  officers 
are  yet  made  out  at  the  rate  of  so  many  pounds  of  to- 
bacco for  each  item.  If  altered,  the  law  hsa  not  been  ' 
very  long  changed.  The  necessity  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium of  aome  kind  is  indispensable.  Society  cannot  ex- 
ist  without  it.  It  cannot  revert  to  (he  primitive  state  of 
barter.  The  representative  of  property  rouat  be  hsd, 
even  if  it  be  in  the  form  of  peltries,  tobaec",  uneoim  d 
bift,  psper  money,  or  sn^all  bank  notes.  And  thia  great 
aocial  want  ia  paramount  (o  all  law. 

But  the  plan  of  the  honorable  Senator,  to  effect  a  re- 
striction on  bank  issues,  does  not  consist  ezclunively  in  a 
reliance  on  the  patriol'-sm  of  the  banks  or  the  Slates. 
He  would  appeal  td  the  interest  of  the  banks,  and  would 
hold  over  them  the  Ihreat  that,  unless  they  cease  the  is- 
sue of  small  notes,  the  public  deposiles  shall  be  with- 
drawn from  their  custody;  in  other  words,  it  isby  emplity- 
ing  the  revenue  of  the  United  Slates  that  he  would  ef- 
fect the  restriction  he  seeks.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the 
amount  of  thia  revenue'  Twenty-five  or  thirty  millions 
per  aonua.   And  what  did  be  tell  tts  from  very  high  au- 


Ihorityf  He  told  us  that  the  money  transactions  in  one 
single  city,  the  city  of  New  York,  were  estimated  several 
years  ago,  and  that  by  a  man  than  whom  none  is  better 
acquainted  with  all  such  matters,  at  1,500  millions  annu- 
usllyt  and  at  this  day  the  amount  is  probably  double  that. 
Now,  if,  in  one  single  city,  the  course  of  business  requirea 
the  employment  of  1,500  millions  of  dollars  annually, 
wliat  must  be  the  apgregate  amount  of  the  tranaactiona 
in  all  the  other  cities  and  parts  of  the  UniooF  The 
amount  baffles  all  human  caleulationi  and  do  you  sup- 
pose tliat,  by  wielding  a  revenue  of  only  thirty  millions, 
you  can  overawe,  coerce,  and  control  banks  whose  bu- 
siness iimounia,  perhaps,  tu  a  thousand  times  as  much? 
What  pmporlion  does  (he  number  of  your  deposits 
banks  bear  to  that  of  the  whole  of  the  banks  of  the  Un- 
ion' Before  the  passage  of  the  deposite  act  tbey 
amounted,  if  I  remember,  to  less  than  forty;  they  are 
now,  perhaps,  eighty;  and  we  are  told  by  a  aecrrt  au- 
thority, which  seems  (o  be  high  and  controlling,  that 
their  number,  when  tlie  deposite  act  is  executed,  it 
again  lo  be  reduced  down  to  foityi  but  ssy  il  is  eighty, 
and  then  by  your  operation  on  these  eighty  banks  you 
are  to  brin^  about  an  effect  bo  important  as  to  deprive 
the  remaining  nine  hundred  and  twenty  banks  of  that 
which,  in  msny  instances,  constitutes  the  most  important 
part  of  their  circulation.  Can  we  not  see  that  the  thing 
is  perfectly  ehimericaP 

Suppose  yoti  prevail  with  one  I>ank  to  give  up  the  is- 
sue of  its  small  notes.  What  is  the  immediate  effect.' 
The  vacuum  produced  by  Ihe  withdrawal  of  the  small 
notes  of  thai  bank  is  instantly  filled  by  the  small  notes  of 
other  banksi  and  even  if  you  could  go  a  step  further, 
and  prohibit  your  deposite  banks  from  receiving  in  de- 
posite the  notes  of  any  bank  which  issues  bills  below  fire 
dollars,  what  would  be  Ihe  further  tff'ticl.'  Tliere  would 
he  an  inslapit  collision  betweeji  Ihe  deposite  banks  and 
the  other  banks  of  Ihe  country;  and,  as  the  other  banks 
are  so  much  more  numerous,  (he  necessary  result  would 
be,  the  utter  destniciion  of  the.deposite  banks  them- 
selves. We  have  already  seen  some  of  th^  efTecta  re- 
sulting from  these  requirements.  We  passed'  an  act  at 
the  last  session  prohibiting  the  use  of  notes  below  910  In 
the  disbursements  of  the  United  Slates.  Well,  nr,  we 
have  a  disbursing  bank  in  this  city;  and  how  was  the 
rule  observed*  All  the  Senators  who  hear  me  are  per- 
sonal witnesses  to  its  violation  in  payment  to  ttiemselves 
(if  their  daily  allowance.  I  do  not  mention  this  to  com- 
plain of  it.  It  is  possible,  if  you  had  ordered  the  officers 
of  the  Senate  to  receive  either  apecie  or  notes  over 
it  would  have  been  complied  with.  But  the  bank  still 
goes  on,  and  it  would  elill  continue  its  course,  notwith- 
Btandiiig  any  voluntary  restriction  which  your  wisdom  majr 
suggest.  Is  it  not  too  much  to  expect  that,  when  you, 
to  whom  the  task  belongs,  have  abandoned  the  care  of 
the  currency  of  the  country,  the  States  or  the  banki 
shall  take  upon  themselves  the  duty  of  remedying  tfia 
def<«is  or  the  neglect  of  your  legislation  f  The  parties 
will  take  care  of  themselves,  and  will  look  no  further. 
They  will  leave  to  Ihe  whole  to  provide  for  the  interests 
of  the  whole.  What  interest  have  the  banks  in  Maine, 
for  example,  so  to  shape  their  course  as  to  suit  the 
exigenciea  of  the  community  in  Louisiana?  We,  on  the 
contrary,  contended  for  one  currency,  which  should  be 
general  throughout  the  Union,  eunaisling  of  the  notea  of 
the  bank  of  the  General  Government,  and  for  a  local  cur- 
rency, consisting  of  the  bills  of  local  institutions;  so  that 
(here  might  be  a  general  currency,  to  be  employed  in  pur- 
poses of  a  general  nature,  while  the  local  currency  would 
subserve  all  local  purposes.  Our  wish  was  to  have  the 
general  currency  every  where  receivable  in  payment  of 
Ihe  ptiblic  dues,  while  we  relied  on  the  local  banks  for 
the  medium  of  local  circulation.  But  you  have  given  up 
a  bank  whose  credit  was  coextensive  with  the  conmer- 
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cal  worid,  which  wpplied  «  currene/  never  nirpasied, 
and  regulated  exchanges  with  an  economy  unexampled 
in  this  or  anj'  other  country.  And  do  you  expect  these 
local  Institutions  can  be  an  adequate  substituted  Do  you 
cherish  the  vain  expectation  that  the  States  will  come  to 
your  relief,  and  rectify  your  incompetrncy  ?  No,  sir» 
no.    Each  Stale  will  say,  it  is  not  our  affair  to  provide  a 

SDcral  currency  for  the  United  States;  we  must  leave 
tt  to  be  managed  by  the  General  Government.  And 
does  not  all  experience  demonstrate  thatf  while  local 
Governments  constitute  the  safest  depository  of  local 
interests,  the  General  Governnent  alone  can  provide  for 
the  wel^re  of  the  whole  f 

What  is  tlie  present  actual  condition  of  the  banking 
capital  of  the  country?  We  told  you  that  (he  moment 
^ou  dutroved  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  there  would 
immediately  spring  up  innumerable  local  bankst  that 
banking  capital  would  then  he  greatly  exientled,  and  that 
the  change  might  lead  to  the  destruction  of  all  confidence  in 
the  circulating  paper  medium.  And  are  not  these  pre- 
dictions in  a  rapid  progress  of  fulfilment?  We  are  in- 
formed by  the  Secretary  of  Hie  Treasury  that  the  amount 
of  bank  capital  has  increased^  nnce  the  veto  on  (he  bank 
charter,  from  300  milliunt  to  300  millioni— an  increase  of 
fifty  per  cent,  i  antl  that  (he  cireuhition  has  inrreased  in 
U)e  aame  ratio,  viz:  from  80  millions  to  120  millions. 

I  concur  with  the  Senator  from  Virginiain  the  position 
that  no  state  of  things  is  more  calamitous  than  that  which 
accompanies  a  dfclinc  in  the  circulating  mt^dium  of  a 
country;  and  the  degree  of  distress  isin  proportion  to  the 
ritpidity  of  such  deereasei  while,  on  the  other  band,  the 
prosperity  of  a  country  Is  never  at  least  apparently 
|p«ater  than  while  the  amount  of  ita  currency  is  on  the 
increase.  But  does  any  roan  suppiwe  that  this  can  con- 
tinue? Can  any  reflecting  man  persuade  himself  that 
twenty-six  distinct  and  independent  States,  looking  each 
one  to  its  own  separate  interest,  will  exercii^  such  for- 
bearance as  not  to  add  bank  to  bank,  and  Increase  the 
paper  circulation  within  it*  limits,  till  the  coantry  will 
be  involved  in  the  danger  of  some  great  calamity?  I 
greatly  fear  it.  When  or  how  it  Aalfcome,  no  one  can 
exactly  foreseei  but  we  can  all  imagine  that,  if  there 
ihould  occur  a  great  failure,  or  a  great  reduction  in  (he 
price  of  the  Southern  staple,  or  (what  is  now  actually 
threatened)  a  general  return  of  American  slocks  which 
bave  been  sent  to  Europe  on  foreign  demand,  from  any 
cause,  of  a  large  amount  oF  the'  specie  in  the  United 
States,  the  necessary  consequence  would  be  such  a  run 
upon  the  banks  as  may  cause  a  general  suspension  uf 
specie  payments,  if  not  the  bankruptcy  of  many  of  tlie 
banks.  What  is  their  present  condition'  They  are 
without  concert,  co-operatiiHi,  or  mutual  confidence. 
The  moment  there  is  a  great  and  sudden  demand,  to 
meet  a  corresponding  demand  abroad,  there  must  ensue 
•general  panic  throughout  the  country.  Each  bank,  being 
neceasarity  unable  to  measure  the  euct  extentof  Uie  de< 
maod.  will,  of  course,  call  on  its  own  debtor*,  ami  the 
aame  thing,  fpr  a  similar  reason,  taking  place  in  all  the 
other  banks,  there  will  probably  be  a  general  stoppage 
of  payments  and  universal  bankruptcy.  Was  nut  all 
this  foreseen?  Was  it  not  foretold?  Were  gentlemen 
not  warned,  again  and  again,  not  to  destroy  (he  -only 
means  on  which  we  could  with  safety  rely? 

Between  the  system  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
■nd  the  bard-m<Kiey  syateom  I  am  fiv  from  being  sure 
tliat  the  latter  it  not  a  more  efficacious  remedy  than  any 
voluntary  action  of  the  States  and  of  the  banks.  The 
hard'money  system  proposes  that,  in  sll  collections  and 
disbursements  of  the  revenues  of  the  Government,  specie 
alune  shall.be  received,  and  all  paper,  of  every  deacrip- 
tiun,  entirely  excluded.  The  object  of  both  systems  is 
to  retain  a  certain  amount  of  specie  within  the  nation, 
by  the  creation  of  a  necessity  fur  its  usci  and  tims  to  pr<.- 


vent  iia  exportation:  for  if  the  Government  shall  decide 
to  receive  nothing  but  specie  in  payment  of  Us  dues,  the 
consequence  would  be  the  necessity  of  retaining  a  suf- 
ficient amount  of  the  hard  metals  for  tlie  collection  and 
disbursement  of  the  reveilue.  It  might  not,  indeed,  be 
neceissry  to  retain  the  whole  amount  of  30  millions,  as- 
suming that  to  be  the  annual  revenue,  since  one  dolUr 
in  specie  might  be  ooade  to  pay  two  dollars  in  revenue. 
But  a  certain  amount,  bearing  a  considerable  proportion  to 
tberevenue,  would  be  retuned  in  the  country.  The  pro- 
cess of  getting  at  such  a  result  is  of  necessity  extremely  . 
difficult,  and  would  create  much  practical  inconvenience. 

ir  specie  should  become  very  scarce,  the  collectors  of 
the  Govern.iient  might,  from  necessily,  be  forced  to  re- 
ceive a  portion  of  the  revenue  in  notes  of  goixl  banksj 
but  if  you  received  this  revenue  in  specie  only,  you  im- 
mediately and  unavoidably  elevate  the  relative  value  of 
specie  above  other  parts  of  the  currency,  because,  while 
hard  money  would  perform  all  the  offices  of  other  media 
of  circulation,  it  would  then  discharge  one  other  office, 
wbicli  they  coulj  not.  The  result  must  be  to  create  a 
demand  fur  spFcie,  and  thereby  to  render  It  a  marketable 
commodity.  A  man  would  not  then,  as  now,  be  as 
ready  to  receive  a  debt  in  good  notes  as  in  specie.  He 
will  always  want  (he  specie,  because  It  would  command 
a  premium.  Does  no(  (he  Senator  perceive  (hst  gold 
and  silver  must  (hen  cense  to  be  a  circulating  medium, 
and  be  converted  into  merchandise?  It  would  be  sold 
at  an  advance,  and  would  be  hoarded  for  that  end.  Yet 
I  am  far  from  being  certain,  if  (he  object  in  view  be  to 
retain  a  certain  amount  uf  hard  money  in  the  country, 
that  (he  remedy  which  sufwests  the  exclusive  use  cf 
specie  has  trot  a  certainty  of  euccfsa  which  cannot  be 
produced  by  relying  on  the  pstriotism  or  the  voluntary 
action  of  a  thousino  banks  and  Iwentj-six  independent 
State  sovereignties.  My  word  fur  it,  in  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  after  the  system  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  shall 
have  gone  into  effect,  although  the  same  identpcul  banks 
may  not  continue  (o  issue  no(es  uf  a  small  denominadun, 
yet  the  aggregate  amount  of  such  notes  in  actual  circu- 
lation will  not  be  Icsa  than  it  was  at  (be  commencement 
of  the  experiment. 

But  we  were  told  by  (he  honorable  Senator  that 
Great  Britain  and  several  other  countries  of  Europe, 
having  become  enliglUened  by  the  example  of  Americs, 
are  disposed  to  imitate  it.  He  toM  us,  further,  thai  the 
people  of  Great  Britian  are  becoming  sensible  of  the  im- 
policy of  monopolies,  and  opposed  to  the  continuance  of 
ihe  Bank  of  Bi^laml,  and  that  the  present  policy  of  that 
Government  aims  at  the  establishment  of  joint  stock  com- 
panies, ifiaddh'on  (utheUrge  number  of  private  bankers, 
and  by  this  means  ultimately  to  get  rid  of  the  Bunk  of 
England  altogether.  On  that  subject  all  I  can  say  ib,  (list 
such  is  not  the  state  of  my  information.  I  know,  indeed, 
thattliey  have  lately  parsed  a  law  for  ihe  crealioli,  under 
certain  reslriclions,  of  joint  slock  eompantesi  but  what 
is  the  stale  uf  public  opinion  in  regard  to  those  ItKBl 
banking  institutions,  which  so  closely,  as  the  Senator 
thinks,  resemble  our  own?  It  is  distrust,  uncertainty, 
and  fear.  We  are  all  aware  that  a  comm'ttee  of  ilie 
House  of  Commons,  at  the  hcud  of  which  is  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  was  required  to  examine  into  the 
condition  of  these  local  banks.  I  have  before  me  a  re- 
port uf  that  committee,  tendered  as  late  as  August  last. 
1'he  joint  stuck  companies  in  that  country  are  established 
by  what  they  denominate  deeils  of  settlemeni,  «  hich  spe- 
cify the  conditions  under  which  they  are  erected.  After 
p:esenting  an  analysis  of  a  variety  of  these  deeds  of  se(- 
dement,  the  committee  enumerate  Ihirlecn  different  de- 
fective proviHiuns  iu  the  la«s,  which  may  require  the  in- 
terpoHtion  of  I'arliament,  and  they  conclude  by  urging 
the  necessity  of  the  greatest  possible  prudence  and  cau- 
tiun  in  the  maiu^meiit  of  tlioee  banks. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


367 


GALES  Sl  S£AT0N*S  REGISTER 


S68 


8BVATB.] 


TVeoiury  Citeubir. 


[Jxti.  11,  1837. 


While  the  language  of  the  report  ibowi  very  clearljr 
tiiit  there  ia  great  apprehension  felt  as  (o  the  nfety  and 
lolidily  of  these  inttitutions,  yet  it  is  so  constructed  u 
prudently  to  avoid  the  excitement  of  unnecesssry  alarm. 
But  supposing  it  to  be  true  that,  in  a  Government  con- 
stituted as  is  Great  Britain,  it  were  ponible  to  diapenM 
with  a  national  bank,  and  to  rely  on  local  joint  stock 
companiesjand  on  private  banks,  let  me  ask  the  honora- 
ble Senator  if  the  condition  of  England  and  America  is 
not  totally  different?  Toa  there  see  a  power  asserted 
far  Parliament  to  legislate  with  plenary  authority,  both 
for  the  future  and  for  existing  institutions.  Have  we 
any  such  powerf  Theirs  is  a  consolidated  Government; 
ours  is  a  confederacy.  They  have  power  by  their  legis- 
lation to  guard  against  malepraetices  in  all  the  banking 
insUtutions  in  the  kingdom^  But  here  there  is  no  such 
authority.  There,  there  is  not  an  institution  which  does 
not  perpetually  act  under  the  control  of  a  general  law, 
extending  throaghout  the  empire.  But  here 've  have 
one  thouitDd  bank^  scattered  over  our  immense  terri- 
tory, and  In  twenty-six  States,  on  which  the  General 
Government  can  exercise  no  effective  control  whatever. 
So  that,  even  were  it  true  that  the  British  Government 
could  dispense  witli  the  Bank  of  Bnglsnd,  it  would  be 
far  from  proving  that  we  could  imitate  her,  when  we 
consider  that  the  local  banks  in  Ihia  countiy  are  subject 
to  twenty-six  separate  and  independent  Governments, 
orer  which  we  have  no  power  to  act. 

We  were  told,  and  the  country  was  promised,  that  on 
the  destruction  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  we 
should  be  furnished  with  a  better  currency  than  we 
then  enjoyedf  a  currency  unrivalled  on  the  face  of  the 
globe,  which  was  under  better  regulation,  and  by  which 
exchanges  were  effected  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  in  any 
part  of  the  earib.  The  paper  of  that  bank  bad  its  credit 
established  throughout  the  world.  It  was  received  in 
Asia)  it  was  received  all  over  Eun^e,  and  throughout 
tliis  entire  continent.  Our  exchangei  were  managed 
with  an  economy  which  we  must  all  remember  with  re- 
gret at  the  change  which  has  since  taken  placet  fur 
what  is  the  state  of  our  exchanges  now.'  Wlien  they 
lake  place  between  distant  places,  the  premium  at  the 
one  end  of  the  course  ought  lo  be  met  by  tbe  discount 
at  the  other  end.  But  is  that  aof  When  a  merchant  at 
New  York  sells  a  bill  on  New  Orleans  at  a  discount,  is 
that  discount  counterbalanced  by  the  premium  on  a 
similar  bill  at  New  Orleans?  No,  A  discount  is  charged 
at  both  ends  of  the  line.  And  it  often  happens  that  at 
neither  can  you  dispose  of  your  bill  without  great  diffi. 
culty  and  sacrifice. 

I  too,  air,  am  aware  tliat  we  arc  surrounded  with 
diffieultiet.  In  that  I  concur  entirely  with  the  Senator 
from  Virginisi  but  my  frirnds  are  not  responsible  for 
tliis  state  of  things.  Ton  all  know  the  reason  of  it.  You 
all  feel  it  every  day.  You  know  that  we  are  in  the 
midst  of  a  dark  and  dense  wilderness.  Who  is  lo  be  the 
Moses,  whether  from  this  side  or  the  other  of  the  Sen- 
ate, (loiiking  at  the  positions  of  the  Senators  from  Tir- 

Einia  and  Missouri,)  that  shall  lead  us  to  tbe  promised 
,nd|  is  among  those  unknown  things  which  the  future 
alone  can  disdose. 

And  now  I  turn  to  the  questions  really  before  the 
Senate.  I  beg  pardon  fur  the  digression  into  which  I 
have  been  led  in  noticing  the  able  and  interesting  speech 
of  tbe  Senator  from  Virginiat  the  gratification  of  hearing 
which  1  shared  in  common  with  tlie  rcdt  of  the  Senate. 
If,  in  iioUcing  the  few  points  wUh  respect  to  which  I 
differ  from  tnat  honorable  Senator,  1  have  departed 
from  the  rigid  regularity  of  debate,  1  must  plead.his  ex- 
ample as  my  apology.  What  are  lt)e  questions  which  we 
.have  to  consider'  In  1816,  the  condition  of  the  country 
in  regard  to  the  currency  was  this:  ihroughout  all  the 
Hintry  south  of  New  EngUnd  there  was  a  general  gus- 


fienaion  of  speeie  payments,  and  the  bank  notes  in  eircu- 
ation  were  of  different  degrees  of  value,  and,  neverthe- 
less, constituted  the  only  medium  In  which  the  public 
duea  were  paid.  The  consequenee  was,  that,  instead  of 
taxes  having  the  uniform  character  required  by  the  con- 
stitution, different  parts  of  the  country  and  different 
individuals  paid  the  same  lax  in  widely  varying  values. 
This  was  a  condition  which  tbe  country  could  not  long 
bear,  aad  the  Government  would  have  been  wanting  to 
every  duty  it  owed  to  the  community,  had  it  tolerated 
Such  a  state  of  things.  For  every  body  must  agree  that 
there  ia  in  reality  no  difference  between  exacting 
different  ratsa  of  duty  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  requiring  that  the  same  rates  shall  be  paid  in 
media  very  different  in  value.  Such  wu  the  slate  in 
which  Congress  found  tbe  country  at  the  memorable 
session  of  1816.  The  question  was,  what  should  be 
dunef  That  voluntary  action  of  the  banks,  whidi  ia  the 
sole  reliance  of  tbe  Senator  from  Virginia,  bad  been 
fully  tried,  and  found  wanting.  There  bad  been  conven- 
tion afler  convention  of  the  ^anks,  to  try  if  they  could 
not  agree  voluntarily  to  resume  specie  payments,  but  it 
was  found  impracticable  to  do  so.  Congress  felt  called 
upon  to  interpose,  and  two  great  and  (leading  measures 
were  devised,  as  presenting  the  only  prospect  of  remedy. 
One  was  proposed,  or,  to  apeak  mere  correctly,  waa 
espoused,  by  t^e  Senator  from  South  Carolina  opposite, 
[Hr.  Calhddit,]  (for  it  bad  originally  been  suggested  by 
a  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.)  The  other  was 
brought  furward  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  WaasTEB.]  One  of  these  measures  was  the  crea- 
tion of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States.  As  there  existed 
no  paper  medium  of  circulation  on  which  the  country 
could  rely,  the  establishment  of  such  a  bank  waa  sup- 
posed to  be  the  only  alternative  lefl  to  the  Government. 
It  met  with  itrong  (^position,  but  was  carried  aucceea- 
fully  through.  It  was  apprehended,  however,  that  this 
measure  would  be  insufficient,  unless  it  should  be  aided 
by  another^  and  hence  the  resolution  of  Ihe  Senstor  from 
Maasachusettii,  which  has  repeatedly  been  alluded  to  in 
this  debate,  was  introduced  with  a  design  of  stimulating 
Ihe  restoration  of  specie  payments,  and  remedying  a 
state  uf  things  which  was  unjuA  and  scandalous  In  ihe 
eyes  of  all  commercial  communities.  That  bank  has 
been  deatroyedf  and  let  me  here  say  that  I  have  not  the 
least  expectation  of  any  effort  being  made  by  my  friends 
to  re-estubltsh  it.  I'hey  have  no  such  purpose.  An  ex- 
periment is  now  to  be  tried  as  to  the  power  of  local 
banka  in  meeting  the  wants  of  Ihe  community.  Let  those 
who  are  rashly  trying  the  experiment  be  responsible  for 
the  issue.  The  resolution  of  my  friend  from  MasMcha- 
setta  was  introduced  simultaneausly  with  the  bill  to  In- 
corporate the  United  States  Bank.  It  waa  expected 
that  tbe  bank  would  go  into  operation  early  in  the  next 
year.  The  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  by  the  resolution, 
was  directed  to  take  measures  as  soon  as  might  be  to  in- 
sure the  payment  of  all  Government  dues  in  four  specified 
media,  but  the  discretion  intrusted  to  him  was  only  to 
continue  until  the  30ihof  February  following.  Alter  that 
du}*,  no  pityment  of  public  duea  of  any  kind  via  to  be 
permitted,  save  in  one  or  other  of  tbe  four  media  which 
had  been  specified. 

Can  any  man  look  at  that  resolution  at  this  day,  and 
seriously  entertain  any  doubt  as  to  its  true  interpreta- 
tion' The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  immediately 
called  upon  to  expouud  it{  and  an  uninterrupted  usage 
111'  twenty  years,  under  succeeding  Secretaries,  haa  uni. 
formly  given  to  it  the  interpretati'-n  which  it  then  re- 
ceived. It  never  was  for  a  moment  believed  that  it 
vested  him  with  authority  to  require  only  specie,  or  to 
exclude  entirely  any  of  the  Four  specified  funds  in  pay- 
ments to  Government;  that  exposition  was  not  inter- 
rupted for  a  moment  by  tbe  act  or.l.S30.   I  shall  not 
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repeat  the  argument  in  n^nl  to  it.  It  lecomplished, 
and  waa  devi^ned  toaecompltal),  but  one  purpose,  which 
vna  the  abohtion  of  the  credit  system  in  the  purchue  of 
the  public  lands,  and  the  substitution  therefur  of  pay- 
ment in  hand.  It  did  not  interrupt  for  a  moment  the 
continuoua  interpretation  or  the  resolution  or  1816 — in 
interpretation  which  extended  into  three  succeinve  ad- 
ministratioDit  and  through  seven  yean  of  a  Tourth.  Is  it 
not  too  late,  after  this  long  adherence  lo  one  interpre. 
tation,  to  say  that  Congress  has  misunderstood  it;  that 
all  the  Secretaries  have  misunderstood  il|  and  that  your 
usage  for  such  a  course  of  years  is  at  this  late  day  to  be 
surrendered  as  without  a  true  foundution?  It  has  been 
aaid  that  the  resolution  was  restrictive.  It  was  so  in  so 
far  as  it  rejected  the  notes  of  non-spccie-paying  banks, 
but  it  was  mandatory  so  far  as  it  went  to  enunMtate  and 
ipeciiy  the  difTereiit  media  in  which  payment  might  be 
made.  It  waa  restrwtive  lo  far  at  bad  notes  were  con- 
cerned, but  it  conferred  a  legal  ri^t  on  the  payer  to 
make,  and  a  legal  obligation  on  the  receiver  lo  accept, 
payment  in  one  of  the  four  several  ways  which  the  law 
provided.  But  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
authority  lo  select  some  and  to  reject  olhera  of  these 
modes,  then  bis  rejection  and  Bclection  must  be  appFied 
nnirenally.  He  has  no  right  19  discriminate  between 
citizen  and  citizen.  He  lias  no  right  to  aay  to  the  citizen 
of  Boston,  from  you  I  will  receive  notes  of  the  banks  in 
Boston,  but  not  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Or 
to  a  citizen  of  New  York,  from  you  I  will  receive  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  bills,  but  not  bills  of  the  banks  in  Bt^ 
tan.  No.  If  he  had  a  right  to  say  that  either  of  the 
four  kinds  alioukl  be  received  in  preference  to  the  reat, 
he  ii  bound  to  make  that  rule  and  that  preference  lo 
reach  every  where  tltruughout  the  country.  But  what 
doei  he  dof  He  not  only  discriminatea  between  differ- 
ent branches  of  the  revenue,  making  regulations  lo  ap- 
ply to  one  branch  which  do  not  apply  to  the  others,  but, 
in  reference  to  (hat  one  branch  which  is  the  subject  of 
his  order,  he  diacnminates  between  different  classes  of 
individuals.  I  heard  it  contended  by  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  STBAffea]  that  the  exception  in  re- 
lation to  atduat  settlers  has  now  expired  by  its  own  lim- 
itation. True,  siri  but  if  Congress  rises  and  leaves  this 
vast  power  tn  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  how  soon  may 
the  discrimination  be  revived?  Unless  this  order  ahall 
be  rescinded,  wilt  not  the  Executive  draw  his  conclu- 
sions, from  the  silence  of  Congress,  that  it  spproves 
what  he  baa  done?  And  may  he  not  suppose  that  he  is 
authorized  even  to  go  fartlier,  and  carry  down  his  prin- 
ciple of  discrimination  from  classes  to  iooividuaTs? 

I  apeak  now  of  the  question  of  power.  Suppose  the 
Secretary  had  reversed  bis  rule — suppose  he  had  said 
that  the  citizens  of  the  States  in  which  the  land  lies 
should  have  a  right  to  purchase  only  with  specie,  while 
those  who  came  from  a  distance  might  make  their  pay- 
ment in  notes.  If  he  baa  absolute  power  over  the  subject, 
he  might  as  weU  have  made  the  one  discrimination  as  the 
other.  And  he  may  not  only  diii^riminate  between  diff'er* 
ent  elaasetof  individuata,  but  between  different  placei.  1 
baTe  been,  indeed,  informed  that  at  one  of  the  land  offi- 
ces specie,  under  the  order,  was  not  required.  Where  is 
this  dispensing  powerf  Where  did  the  Secretary  get  lU 
Not  from  the  wordsof  the  ordert  for  that  appliei  equally 
to  all. 

Sir,  I  have  heard  it  contended  for,  again  and  a|^'n, 
and  votea  have  been  sjven  recording  such  ai  die  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  this  chamber,  that  payment  for  the 
public  lands  is  a  tax  on  the  community.  I  do  not  myself 
think  ao.  But  I  put  the  question  to  those  gentlemen 
who  do»  and  I  ask  them  how  this  order  can  be  justified, 
if  all  taxes  are  required  to  be  uniform?  I  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  ita  Iraality  cannot  be  established,  either 
under  the  joint  reaoiution  of  1816  or  the  lav  of  1820. 
Y»i-  X1U.-S4 


It  wanta  legal  authority.  It  has  on  ita  very  face  all  the 
air  of  executive  legislation.  It  has  a  preamble  setting 
forth  the  reasons  which  have  led  to  its  enactment.  The 
Secretary  who  put  it  forth  seems  strongly  to  have  felt 
the  necessity  of  sheltering  himiieir  under  the  invulnera- 
ble name  of  his  chief.  But  were  there  even  aiilhorily 
for  the  order  in  the  letter  of  the  law,  I  should  still  argue 
against  its  gross  injustice  in  practice. 

And  this  brings  me  now  to  inquire,  what  hna  been  the 
effect  of  this  order,  in  ita  actual  operation  on  the  commu- 
nity? The  order  professes  to  proceed  on  the  principle 
that  the  public  lands  are  sold  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion, if  payment  be  made  in  bank  notes,  and  (hat  specie 
alone  can  constitute  a  just  equivalent  fur  their  value. 
And  1  admit  that  if  (he  Secretary  had  gone  on  to  provide 
that  the  specie  thus  received  should  be  the  property  of 
the  Government,  there  would  at  least  liave  been  consist- 
ency in  the  course  he  adopted.  But  the  moment  the 
order  appeared,  there  was  an  instant  pressure  fur  spe- 
eie,  especially  in  the  West  and  Southwest.  Tlie  banka 
were  called  upon,  and  specie  in  all  quarters  was  put  in 
reqursitiun,  for  the  purpose  of  psyi"^  for  (he  public 
landa.  The  pressure  upon  the  banks  in  Kentucky  was 
great.  Gentlemen  talk  to  us  about  the  inconsiderable 
amount  that  has  been  received,  which  is  stated  at 
(1,800,000.  exclutive  of  $300,000  more,  which  waa 
placed  on  deposile  at  Washington,  and  the  certificates  of 
which  were  received  ss  cash;  any,  in  round  numbers, 
two  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  very  true  thai  this  amount 
was  not  great,  but  the  argumeni  drawn  from  it  is  not  a 
fair  one.  We  must  recollect  that  when  the  operation 
commenced  no  one  knew  what  was  to  be  ita  extent.  No 
individual  bank  could  possibly  tell,  and  each  waa  left  in 
total  uncertainly  ai  to  what  would  be  required  of  them. 
The  banks  could  not  fnresee  that  no  more  than  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  would  thus  be  drawn  from  them.  If  they 
had  known  this  beforehand,  they  might  have  made  their 
arrangements  lo  meet  it.  But  on  all  the  banks  of  the 
West  and  of  the  Southweat  daily  demands  were  made 
for  specie.  There  was,  at  once,  not  only  a  cessation  of 
discounts,  and  the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange,  but  the 
banks  nude  heavy  calb  upon  their  debtors.  Thia  state 
of  things  operated  with  peculiar  severity  on  the  West. 
It  happened  just  about  the  time  when  our  people  begin 
to  carry  their  live  stock  to  market.  The  ordinary 
course  of  the  trade  is  thia:  Tbey  draw  bills  upon  them- 
selves, or  on  their  friends,  at  the  markets  to  which  they 
are  destined,  which  are  discounted  by  the  bank,  and 
with  the  proceeds  uf  which  they  purohaie  their  stock* 
and  meet  their  engdgementi.  No  businesa  with  as  i%' 
more  beneficial  to  all  parties.  The  purchaser  of  stock 
diffuses  money  through  the  community,  and  on  reaching 
the  market  he  makes  his  sales,  and  is  thus  enabled  to 
pay  the  bills  which  he  had  drawn.  All  this  was  imme- 
diately interrupted,  in  consequence  of  this  Treasuiy 
order;  for  how  could  the  banks  venture  to  discount,  with 
such  an  order  hanginfr  over  their  beads?  If  they  pur- 
chased bill^  the  operation  was  equivalent  to  a  disburse-, 
ment  of  so  much  specie;  for  if  tbey  p^d  in  these  notes, 
they  immediately  returned  upon  them  for  apecie.  The 
Senator  from  Virginia  has  told  us  about  the  effect  of  the 
course  pursued  by  certain  collectora  in  Ireland,  in  refu- 
sing to  receive  in  payment  the  notes  of  Irish  banks. 
What  was  that  consequence?  The  stoppage  of  the  Bank 
of  Dublin  and  ita  branches.  Nor  eould  that  genlleroan 
have  pronounced  a  more  severe  eondemnation  of  the 
order  than  by  the  example  which  he  quoted  from  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland.  The  banks,  as  I  nave  laid,  were 
run  upon.  Individuals  who  possessed  specie  were  unwil- 
ling to  psrt  from  it,  and  reserved  it  for  investment  in 
the  public  lands.  And  there  was  a  general  accumulation, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  it  into  the  land  offices.  Well,  * 
•ir,  it  wai  carried  to  ibe  land  officcif  and  when  It  got' 
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there,  whose  was  W  What  became  of  it^  Wis  it  ihe 
property  of  the  Government?  No,  sir.  Did  you  get 
It?  NOt  sir.  It  was  carried  to  the  deposite  banks, 
Kod  there  it  via  credited  as  ao  much  money  lo  the  Gor- 
emmeiit.  The  whole  tranaaclion,  therefore,  amounted 
to  this:  you  forced  all  the  purchasers  of  the  public  land 
to  become  collectors  of  specie  for  llie  depotite  banks. 
The  money  was  not  collected  for  the  Government.  Tou 
cannot  call  for  it.  It  is  the  property  of  those  banks,  lo 
be  used  as  they  please.  Ynii  have  refused  to  credit 
banks  for  the  notes  they  issued;  you  have  occasioned  all 
this  vast  inconvenience;  and,  finally,  instead  of  getlingf 
the  specie  wliich  you  have  been  at  so  much  trouble  to 
collect,  you  get  noiliing  but  bank  credits. 

The  money  was  transported  from  the  seaboard,  from 
the  Weatern  and  Southwestern  banks,  from  the  theatres 
of  business,  where  it  might  have  been  constantly  and  ad- 
Tsntageonsly  used,  and  taken  into  the  interior,  to  banks 
of  very  limited  business.  And  even  there  they  were 
afraid  to  use  it,  leit  it  might  be  suddenly  called  for. 
The  difference  of  the  two  operations,  before  and  after 
the  order,  is  this:  Before  the  order,  purchasers  of  Ihe 
public  Unds  paid  for  them  in  bank  notest  convertible  into 
specici  afterlheorder,  they  paid  for  them  in  specie,  con- 
verted into  bank  credits.  It  was  just  reversing  the  order 
of  things.  You  b>*gan  with  paper,  and  obtmncd  specie 
if  you  wished  it{  but  under  the  order  you  began  with 
specie,  and  obtained  only  bank  credits.  The  practical 
eiTect  throughout  all  the  Woktern  and  Soulhwestem 
States  has  been  to  make  alt  tlie  interests  of  society  col- 
lectors  of  specie  for  the  benefit  of  the  dvposite  banks, 
without  the  least  benefit  wliatever  to  the  Government; 
for  these  banks  were  not  required  to  preserve  the  speci- 
fic specie,  and  pay  it  over  to  the  Government.  Such 
was  the  demand  for  specie  under  this  order,  that  I 
have  beard  of  as  mucli  as  40  per  cent,  being  given  for 
gold  to  carry  to  lite  land  office,  and  in  some  instances 
specie  lias  been  transnoried  tu  the  land  offices  to  be 
•old  there  as  a  marketable  commodity.  The  order  had 
ft  double  efltecl.  It  withdraws  specie  both  from  circula- 
tion and  from  the  banks  that  could  use  it  fur  the  benefit 
of  the  community,  that  it  may  perform  the  unprofitable 
circuit  of  being  taken  to  the  land  offices,  and  thence 
back  lo  Ihe  banks,  wlien  it  becomes  their  property. 

Sir,  what  offence  have  the  Weatern  and  Suulhweatrrn 
States  committed,  that  they  are  to  be  subjected  to  an  In- 
dignity which  is  not  infiicled  on  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nity? Why  are  we  to  pay  our  dues  lo  the  Government 
in  specie,  while  the  rt>st  uf  our  fellow-citizens  are  allow- 
ed lo  pay  in  bank  nutea?  Even  if  there  were  authori- 
ty for  it  in  the  law,  the  requisition  would  not  be  accord- 
ing to  justice  or  equity.  And  all  sentiments  of  fraternal 
regard*  as  well  as  all  principles  of  equality,  cry  aloud 
•gainst  snch  revolting  dittinctlons.  Why  are  our  banks 
and  our  people  alone  to  be  be  subjected  to  Ibis  rule'  1 
protest,  most  solemnly,  on  behalf  of  my  constituents, 
againat  so  disgrscefut  an  inequality;  and  I  call  upon  the 
Government  either  lo  carry  out  their  hard-money  system 
every  where,  at  the  ciistuln-huuses  as  well  as  tlie  land  of- 
fices, or  effxce  from  its  records  a  discrimination  which 
CMiDot  continue  •  day  m  an  hour  without  dishonor  and 
degradation. 

'  Tht  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  tells  ua  that  the 
measure  is  temporary.  I  wirii  he  liad  made  it  out,  or 
could  do  so  now.  How  U  it  temporary?  On  its  face? 
No,  sir.  It  hat  Just  began  its  wide-sweeping  ruin.  II 
began  on  tlie  15tli  of  August,  and  it  tolerated  for  a  time 
the  exercise  of  some  indulgence.  Its  lull  operation  only 
commenced  on  the  15tb  of  Decembtr.  1836.  and  there  is 
nothing  in  its  terms  that  looks  like  •  temporary  provis- 
ion. There  is  nothing  in  the  Fresidenl'a  meusge,  or  in 
•  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  which  announcts  to  asuffer- 
ing  community  that  the  hesTy  burden  imposed  upon 


them  will  not  continue  long.  It  may  suit  the  purposes 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  so  lo  represent  it.  It  may 
not  be  agreeable  to  him  to  be  seen  at  open  war  with  a 
measure  of  the  administration  t  but  there  ia  nothing  in 
the  terms  of  Ihe  order,  and  nothing  in  the  policy  on 
which  it  rests,  which  is  temporary  in  its  character.  Kc^ 
sir.  Let  Congress  adjourn,  and  leave  on  the  Western 
States  this  invidious,  this  unjust  and  degrading  dibcriroi- 
nation  in  the  payment  of  common  dues  to  a  common 
Government,  and,  my  word  for  it,  this  order  will  not 
only  be  continued,  but  it  will  carried  farther,  and  other 
discriminations  will  be  made,  under  your  alleged  sancliao, 
to  suit  Ihe  varying  views  of  the  sdministration.  Sir,  give 
us  equality.  We  are  a  common  crew  in  the  same  nonle, 
the  same  glorious  ship  of  stale.  Is  it  not  right  that  we 
should  all  be  placed  under  the  same  common  laws,  and 
share  alike  tlie  common  justice  of  our  country?  1  pro> 
test  against  the  continuance  for  an  hour  of  an  iniquitous 
order,  which  subjects  the  Western  and  Southwestern 
portions  of  litis  Union  lo  a  rule  so  irreconcilable  with  any 
principles  of  justice  or  equity. 

My  friend  irom  <Niio,  who  sits  near  me,  [Mr.  Ewiao,] 
has  offered  this  resolution,  which  aboli^es  ibis  odious 
distinction,  and  places  all  parts  of  the  community,  and 
every  branch  of  the  revenue,  upon  •  footing  of  perfect 
equality. 

But  it  is  said  we  ought  not  to  do  lliiF;  and  if  we  do  it 
it  will  imply  censure.  And  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Stbabbs,]  at  s  loss  lo  make  outs  censo- 
rious charge  from  the  words  of  the  resolution  itself^  re- 
sorts tu  Ihe  language  ofs  Senator  lo  supply  the  deficien- 
cy. Sir,  if  we  repeal  ihe  statute  of  a  Legislature,  does 
it  imply  censure  on  the  Legislature?  May  a~e  nut  repeal 
a  statute  of  our  own,  and  yet  fix  no  stigma  on  our  for- 
mer deed?  Hay  we  nol,  then,  rescind  an  order  or  edict 
of  executive  authority,  without  any  such  implication? 
Has  it  come  to  this,  that  a  mere  difference  of  opinion  is 
censure?  Are  we  to  be  afraid  tu  express  our  senlimenis 
of  a  public  mcssure,  lest,  iieradvenlurr,  we  wound  the 
feelings  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury?  Sir,  I  have  been  struggling,  assdcialed 
with  my  friends,  fur  a  long  time,  against  the  complete 
ascendency  of  executive  power;  and  we  have  sometimes 
been  encouraged  by  a  momentary  hope  of  being  able  to 
arrest  its  lawless  career.  But,  sir,  its  msrch  has  been 
steady,  onward,  and,  I  Istnenl  to  say,  triumphant.  It 
is  now  practically  the  supreme  power  in  Ihe  State. 
Every  branch  of  the  Government  benda  beneath  its  sway. 
The  doctrine  of  unity  in  the  executive  administration, 
recently  introduced;  the  obedience  which,  in  pursuance 
of  it,  is  exacted  from  all  executive  officers,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest;  the  practice  of  proscription  of  all 
who  do  not  eonfurm  to  the  prevsiling  creed,  with  the 
kindred  usage  of  profuse  official  and  other  rewards  lo 
all  who  do,  often  without  regard  lo  character,  integrity, 
or  merit,  and  the  exercise  of  boundless  power  over  the 
public  treasure,  and  by  means  of  a  concealtd,  myste- 
rious, and  irresponsible  agency  over  the  banks  in  which 
it  is  deposited,  have  stamped  a  totally  new  character 
upon  the  Government.  It  has  become  a  vast  organised 
machinery,  controlled  by  the  will  of  one  man,  and 
moved  by  a  single  hand.  It  is  a  noDsrchy  in  disguise, 
with  fewer  privileges  practievlly  enjoyed  than  are  exer- 
cised in  some  monarchies.  There,  acts  of  the  Crown 
may  be  exposed,  censured,  denounced,  corrected,  by 
the  power  of  Parliament.  But  here  we  are  not  to  com- 
plain of  or  remonstrate  against  executive  acts.  We 
must  not  presume  to  censure  them.  We  must  bear,  in 
silent  and  dutiful  submission,  whatever  ills  the  seta  of 
Ihe  Executive  may  bring  on  the  country.  Or,  if  we  at- 
tempt any  corrective,  we  must  grscioualy  suppose  Ibat  we 
are  not  going  counter  (o  the  executive  will,  and  by  a  fiction 
connrt  •  peniunent  manure  into  •  temporary  order ! 
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When,  Mr.  Presidenr,  febtll  ve  get  btck  to  the  good 
old  time*,  when  t  President  of  the  United  States  never 
■tepped  out  of  hk  own  fpbcre  to  ustime  powvn  not 
gnnted  to  hin^  or  to  control  the  diKharge  of  duties 
■peoUlIf^  BMigned  to  lubordinKte  officer*'  As  to  tliit 
Tremtiiry  order,  I  do  not  view  It  uan  set  of  the  Secre- 
tary. It  hu  hit  han>T,  but  not  his  heart — not  bis  mind. 
From  the  ftce  of  the  order  itself,  I  should  draw  the  con- 
clusion that  he  hai  been  the  unwilling  executor  of  the 
bidding  of  another.  Like  iu  prototype,  empli^ed  for 
tha  remoral  of  the  depoaiies,  it  Is  tn  act  of  the  execu- 
tive will,  directly  against  the  will  of  the  aflleer  particu- 
larly ehai^^  with  a  public  duty.  But,  unlike  that 
case,  the  Secretary  clings  closely  to  his  office,  and, 
rather  than  part  with  it,  executes  the  arbitrary  command 
of  his  master.  He  does  not  choose,  with  a  manly  inde- 
pendence, to  sacrifice  his  place  and  preserve  his  charac- 
ter. And  I  understand  that  this  order  has  been  iuued, 
not  only  against  the  Judgment  and  fiseRngi  of  the  See- 
retanr,  but  of  the  wYuAt  cabinet.  I  bare  heard  so,  and 
I  believe  H.  There  are  those  here  who  do  know,  and 
who,  if  I  err,  can  contradict  me.  But  I  believeit.  And 
now,  when  we  unilertake  to  examine  the  order,  and  con- 
front it  with  the  law,  we  cannot  touch  it.  We  may 
not  repeal  an  executive  order,  l>eciuse,  forsooth,  to  do 
•0  easts  a  censure  on  tbe  Executive.  Why,  sir,  if  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  is  unwilling  to  throw 
ccMure  on  the  Executive,  he  should  hare  rvrborne  the 
delivery  of  his  able  and  eloquent  ipeeeh.  That  whok 
•peech,  firom 'beginning  to  end,  was  directed  against 
that  order,  which  he  says  we  must  not  repeal,  lest  we 
censure  the  President.  Wby,  sir,  if  that  is  his  ground, 
he  ahoidd  have  withheld  his  amendment;  for  what,  after 
all,  is  the  difference,  in  effect,  between  the  resolution  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  and  the  amendment  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  'Virginia>  Tbe  Treasury  order  is  now  in  full 
operstioo.  And  what  is  the  proposal  of  my  frif  nd  from 
OhioF  To  rescind  it  in  terms.  His  language  is  open, 
direct,  manly,  but  not  ofieniire.  But  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  cannot  agree  to  the  proposal.  Well,  sir,  and 
what  does  he  do  m  his  amendment?  He  avoids,  lo  be 
sure,  the  word  **  rescind,"  bat  he  n  s  '.inds  the  order  just 
as  effectually  as  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  f  am  quite 
sure  that  my  friend  from  Ohio  intended  nothing  offen- 
sive in  the  resolution  offered  by  him.  fie  thought  that, 
without  offence,  the  poor  privilege  might  still  be  left  to 
us  of  repealing  our  own  acts,  expressing  our  own  opin- 
ions, and  even  of  repealing  executive  acts,  when  we 
deemed  that  the  good  of  the  country  requires  it.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  the  most  direct  and  manly  course, 
if  we  meant  to  repeal  the  order,  that  we  should  say  so. 
He  added,  it  is  true,  another  resolutioni  but  I  am  wil- 
ling, on  behalf  of  my  friend,  (hat  the  first  resolution 
shfMild  be  abandoned  altogether,  and  the  last  alone 
adapted.  Ttiat  will  sufficiently  accomplish  our  pur- 
pose, and  accommodate  the  measure  to  the  delicate  and 
nervous  sensibility  of  any  friend  of  the  administration. 
That  is  all  concerning  which  I  feel  any  solicitude,  and 
with  this  I  will  be  content.  All  we  seek  is,  that  an  end 
shell  be  put  to  this  invidioas  and  disgraceful  discrimina- 
lioa. 

But  it  is  said  that  there  will  be  great  difficulty  in  adopt- 
ing this  course;  and  the  Senator  from  Virginia  has  ac- 
cordingly guarded  his  amendment  by  the  addition  of  a 
proviso,  which  goes  to  make  the  amendment  authorize 
the  reception  only  of  such  notes  as  the  deposite  banks 
shall  be  willing,  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  to  receive,  and  lo  credit 
to  the  United  States  u  caUi.  Though  I  a4mit  that  the 
operation  may  be  attended  with  great  difficulty,  yet  I 
cannot  think  it  insuperable.  What  was  the  ground  oo 
which  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  received  bank 
notes  for  tbe  duties  due  to  Government  >   Tlie  ground 


was  this:  that  the  bank  notes  of  specie-paying  banks  are 
equivalent  to  specie,  being  in  f»ct  the  representiitives  of 
specie.  Bank  notes  of  such  banks  are  nothing  more 
than  so  much  told  or  counted  specie;  and  they  are  so  re- 
ceived. This  was  tlie  principle  on  which  Hr.  Hamilton 
proceeded.  It  was  a  convenient  arrangement,  and  ii 
attended  wiih  no  risk,  so  long  as  the  bills  are  convertible 
at  pleasure  into  that  wh'ch  they  represent.  The  Sec- 
retary could  stop  wlienever  he  pleased.  It  saved  much 
time;  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  of  lime-sAvtng  machines. 
Tl  was  like  paying  a  sum  of  money  by  the  check  of  an 
individual  upon  bis  hank.  That  is  not  "  paper  money." 
Tour  creditor  or  the  Gnvemment  collector  calU  upon 
you  with  a  demand,  and  you  draw  your  check  for  the 
amount;  when  pre§ented  at  bank  it  is  instantly  paid  or 
passed  to  your  credit.  Such  a  check  is  equivalent  to 
the  specie  it  will  command.  Such  representatives  of 
specie  ought  tnbe  received  in  payment  of  all  Govern- 
ment dues;  and  there  should  be  no  discretionary  power 
of  refusing  them,  tither  by  the  collectors  or  the  depos- 
ite banks.  The  result,  then,  lo  which  I  would  come,  is 
tbe  adoption  of  ihis  rule,  viz:  lhat  when  a  bank  note  is 
presented  (o  a  collector  in  payment  of  a  debt  to  the 
Government,  if,  at  the  place  where  such  payment  is 
made,  it  is  at  par,  that  is,  equal  to  so  much  specie*  the 
collector  shall  be  obliged  to  receive  it;  If  it  is  not,  then 
he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  rejt-ct  it.  If  the  note  is  not 
whstit  purports  to  be,  the  representative  of  specie  to 
the  amount  on  the  fsce  of  it,  then  there  ought  to  be  no 
obligation  to  take  it.  The  place  of  payment  is  what  I 
would  adopt  as  the  test  of  all  bank  notes  offered  to  us. 
If  they  are  equal  (o  specie  there,  they  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived. It  may  be  said  that  the  effect  of  such  a  rule 
will  be  to  accumulate  large  sums  of  money  at  places 
where  the  Government  does  not  need  them;  and  tbtu 
subject  it  to  the  expense  of  transporting  them  to  where 
they  are  required.  But  to  test  this  objection,  we  hare 
only  to  look  back  for  a  moment  to  the  bard-money  sys- 
tem, and  inquire,  what  would  be  the  state  of  things  if 
specie  alone  should  be  received.  Would  hot  that  plan 
accumulate  in  the  banks  of  the  Western  and  Southwest- 
ern States  vast  amounts  of  gold  and  silver?  And  what 
is  the  Government  to  do  with  it?  It  is  not  needed  there, 
and  it  would  have  to  be  transported  at  the  expense  of 
Government  (o  where  it  is  needed.  So  that  my  plan 
requires  the  transportation  of  a  packet  of  bills,  where 
tbat  would  require  the  transportation  of  a  wagon  load 
of  specie.  I  think  that  the  plan  of  making  bank  notes 
at  par  at  the  place  of  payment  the  test  of  the  receiva- 
bility  of  paper  will  save  time,  and  have  quite  as  good 
effect  as  the  requisition  of  gold  and  silver. 

I  object  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia chiefly  on  account  of  its  last  clause.  As  to  that 
part  of  it  which  requires  the  suppression  of  small  notea, 
(though  I  believe  thaS  in  practice,  it  will  prove  perfect- 
ly nugatory,  that  it  will  effect  just  nothing,)  I  am  quite 
willing  to  indulge  him  with  the  experiment.  Nothing, 
I  am  persuaded,  will  come  out  of  it;  but  try  it.  But  the 
last  clause  of  his  amendment  says  that  no  notes  shall  bo 
received  which  the  deposite  banks  are  not  wilfing  to  re- 
ceive and  credit  to  the  United  States.  He  adds,  to  be 
sure,  that  this  shall  be  under  the  supervision  and  con- 
trol of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Such  a  provision 
leaves  the  whole  country  in  total  uncertainty.  Nobodjr 
can  know  to-day  what  is  to  be  ihe  rule  to-morrow.  And 
as  to  Ihe  added  clause,  it  will,  in  practice,  make  no  dif- 
ference; without  it,  the  whole  matter  would  have  depend- 
ed on  the  mere  pleasure  ,  of  the  deposite  banks;  and 
with  it,  should  the  Secretary  occasionally  revise  the  pro- 
ceedings of  those  banks,  he  will  still  be  governed  by  tbe 
wishes  of  the  deposite  banks.  1  object  to  the  intrusting 
of  such  a  power  either  with  the  Secretary  or  with  the 
deposite  banlu.    It  places  that  which  should  be  fixed. 
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tnd  regulated  bjr  a  tcnown  law,  at  the  mere  mercy  and 
good  pleasure  of  the  banki  or  the  Secretary.  But  if  he 
will  insert  in  hit  amendment  a  clause  makins  the  place 
of  payment  the  teat  of  the  notes,  we  ahairthen  have 
Borne  rule  whicti  all  can  understand.  All  parlies  con- 
cerned will  know  whether  the  noica  ofTered  are  at  par 
at  the  place  where  payment  is  made.  But.  olberwiae, 
nu  one  can  know  but  the  Secretary,  or  the  banke  may 
put  down  to>morrow  the  notes  which,  under  their  aus- 
pices, he  has  received  to-day. 

1  fear,  Mr.  President,  I  liave  furfeited  the  good  opin- 
ion 1  endeavored  to  conciliate  when  1  began;  but  I  have 
now  done.  All  we  desire  is,  that  something  efficacious 
aliall  be  done)  that  the  session  shall  not  be  auftered  lo 
pais  without  the  I'reasnry  order  being  rescinded,  either 
expressly  or  by  implication;  and  I  wiU  now  conclude  by 
expretiing  vaf  hope  that,  in  every  portion  of  the  Senate, 
there  will  be  found  a  disposition  to  extend  equal  and  im- 
partial justice  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  without  any 
degrading  diticriminalions  between  one  part  and  another, 
or  one  class  of  citizens  and  another. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  rose  only  to  correct  an  error  into 
which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kenlucky  had  fallen, 
no  doubt  inadvertently.  He  bad  mentioned  the  clreum- 
•tanee  of  Maine's  lisvin^  imposed  restrictions  upon  the 
circuUtton  of  small  notes,  and  remarked  that,  if  he  had 
not  been  misinformed,  she  immediately  after  sent  to 
Massachusetts  to  obtain  a  supply  of  small  notes,  to  put  in 
circulation  in  room  of  those  prohibited.  He  begged 
leave  lo  assure  the  Senator  that  he  had  been  greatly  mis- 
informed. Me  had  been  led  into  a  great  mistake  in  this 
matter.  Maine  had,  it  is  true,  passed  a  law  prohibiting 
the  circulation  of  small  bills,  but  it  is  not  true  that  she 
had  sought  a  supply  of  them  afterwards  from  Massachu- 
setts or  elsewhere.  The  political  friemls  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  in  Maine  very  warmly  opposed  the 
measure  in  the  Legislature,  and  it  may  be  that  they  car- 
ried their  opposition  beyond  the  passage  of  the  law,  and 
sent  to  their  friends  in  Massadtusetta  fur  a  supply  of 
thoM  small  bills  to  which  lliey  were  so  much  attached. 
But  he  repeated  that  it  was  a  mistake  that  such  a  course 
could  be  justly  chargeable  to  the  GoTernment  of  the 
Slate. 

Mr.  CLAY  explained.  He  did  not  mean  to  be  un- 
derstood as  charging  the  Government  of  Maine,  nor  any 
political  party  there,  with  Iiaving  sent  out  of  the  State 
for  small  notes.  It  might  have  been  the  act  of  Individ- 
uals. He  only  mentioned  the  circumstance,  as  showing 
that  the  law  could  not  be  executed.  Etc. 

Mr.  RUGOLES  replied  that  he  had  no  objection  to 
make  to  the  remark,  if  the  Senator  would  confine  it  to 
his  own  political  friends.  But  he  did  object  to  the  im- 
putation of  such  inconsistency  upon  the  Government  of 
the  State,  or  upon  the  friends  of  the  administration,  who 
participated  iu  the  action  of  the  Government  on  that 
subject. 

Mr.  NILCS  moved  to  refer  the  whde  mbject  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and,  in  connexion  with 
some  desultory  remarks,  urged  the  great  and  growing  im- 
portance of  the  subject,  as  demanding  such  a  reference. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  briefiy  characterized  the  Treasury 
order  as  unconstitutional,  without  law,  without  prece- 
dent, without  any  authority  whatever.  Its  temporary 
character,  under  which  refuge  bad  recently  been  taken, 
was  nowhere  to  be  seenj  on  the  contrary,  it  still  con* 
tinued  in  force,  when  the  Kxecntive  himself  ought  to 
have  repealed  it,  if  it  had  been  temporary.  If  it  should 
be  now  referred,  be  could  see  no  reason  for  referring  it 
lo  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  It  partook  wliolly 
of  a  financiiil  character,  snd  ita  proper  reference  was, 
therefore,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
depended  on  the  action  uf  that  committee  whether  there 
should  be  a  recurrence  uf  that  stale  of  things  in  the 
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ensuing  year,  as  well  as  the  past,  which  had  been  used 
as  a  pretext  for  the  Treasury  order.  That  stale  of 
things,  he  urged,  depended  entirely  on  an  accumulation 
of  the  surplus  in  the  deposite  banks,  where  it  would  not 
remain  for  nothing,  but  would  be  employed,  as  it  bad 
been,  in  speculating  on  the  public  lands.  To  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Finance  he  also  looked  for  a  reduction  of  du- 
ties, if  that  should  be  adopted  as  a  preventive.  Tbe 
whole  subject  properly  belonged  to  that  committee,  to 
which  Mr.  C.  would  move  to  refer  It,  if  the  motion  of 
Ur.  NiLEs  should  fail. 

Mr.  BLACK  opposed  the  reference.  Much  time  had 
already  been  consumed  in  debating  all  the  (questions  im- 
mediately involved,  and  all  having  any  relation  to  it.  It 
was  time  for  action.  He  was  prepared  to  vote.  He 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  cunttdercd  the  Trey* 
ury  order  illegal  and  highly  impolitic.  It  was  a  question' 
in  which  his  constituents  were  deeply  interested,  labor- 
ing, as  Ihey  were,  under  the  embarrassments  arising  from 
this  executive  law  or  order.  It  had  been  intimated  by 
tbe  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Nilbs]  that  Ibis 
measure  was  to  be  delayed  by  the  committee,  to  see  the 
result  of  other  measures.  Deeming',  therefore,  prompt 
action  necesssry  to  relieve  the  people  of  the  State  he  in 
part  represented,  and  considering  this  motion  for  rder* 
ence  one  of  delay,  be  aaked  tbe  privilege  of  recording- 
bis  vote  against  it,  and  aaked  the  yets  and  nays.  He 
was  for  action. 

Mr.  CLAV  said  he  concurred  entirely  with  Ibe  Sena- 
tor from  Mississippi.  All  the  propositions  before  the 
Senate  were  simple,  snd  easily  understood.  He  hoped 
the  subject  would  not  be  referred  at  all. 

Mr.  TIPTOS  also  opposed  any  reference.  Half  the 
session  was  now  nearly  gone,  and  the  luhjeet  had  been 
well  debated.  He  deemed  it  very  important  to  hit  con- 
stituents and  the  community  that  all  doubt  on  this  sub- 
ject should  be  removed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  briefly  urged  thst,  if  a  reference 
should  be  made  at  all,  it  ought  lo  be  made  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

TIte  question  was  then  taken  on  Ur.  Nius'a  motion, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

Tias — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Ew- 
ing  of  Illinoi!),  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Niles,  Page,  Rives,  Robin- 
son, Ruggles,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  White, 
Wright— 22. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bsysrd,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crit- 
tenden, Davii^  Hendrick^  Kent,  Kni^t,  Moore,  Nicho- 
las, Prentiss,  Preston,  Robb'iDS,  Sevier,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Webster— 19. 

So  the  whole  subject  of  the  Treasury  order  of  July, 
1836,  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Pubfic  Lands. 

After  a  short  executive  Msston,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

TsnssAT,  Javuiht  13. 
THE  SURPLUS  REVENUE. 
After  disposing  of  the  usual  morning  business 
Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  postpone  the  previous  or- 
der, for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  to  renew  in 
part  tbe  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  observed  that  the  special  order  of  the 
day  was  the  bill  to  regulate  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
and  it  seemed  lo  him  that  that  bill  had  better  be  dispo- 
sed of  firstt  for  if  it  were  passed  in  any  shape  there 
would  be  a  grat  reduction  of  the  pnblie  revenue,  and 
no  occasion  for  dividing  a  surplus.  It  seemed  lo  him 
proper  to  take  up  and  dispose  of  this  bill,  or  indeed  of 
any  other  which  looked  to  a  reduction  of  the  revenue, 
and  they  couki  then  see  whether  there  would  be  a  sur- 
plus in  the  way  contemplated  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina. 
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Mr.  CALHOUH  wpwed  hk  KqutMcmiee  In  the 
eoane  prapaied  by  tbe  Senator  from  TcnneHee.  He 
wtaiA  tint  he  should  be  much  roremed  in  the  eonne  be 
should  purmie,  not  only  by  what  wai  done  in  reprd  to 
the  honorable  Senator's  bill,  but  also  the  action  of  tbe 
Commiliee  on  Finance.  He  (Mr.  C.)  was  anxiont  to 
see  what  Diey  intended  to  do  in  the  way  of  t  reduction. 
He  wished  to  know  front  the  chtiriMn  of  that  conunit- 
tee,  whether  they  proposed  oaakii^  a  report  on  that  sub- 
jeeti  and  if  an,  at  what  tiaie.  He  dcmcd  to  make  the 
action  on  hia  own  bill  aubordinate  to  that  on  the  land  bill^ 
and  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Hr.  WRIGHT  replied,  that  ever  since  tbe  reference 
uf  this  aubjrct  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  it  had  not, 
at  any  time,  escaped  their  atlentifm.  Tbe  committee 
were  proceeding  with  it  as  rapidly  as  they  could  obtain 
information  to  govern  their  aclioni  but  it  was  impoaaible 
far  them  to  tay  at  what  time  they  would  be  able  to  come 
to  a  ooncluiion,  or  for  him  lo  say  when  tliey  would  make 
a  report.  This  very  day  they  had  had  the  subject  un- 
der consideration,  and  had  obtained  some  information 
with  regard  to  it.  He  could  isBure  the  Senate  that  eve- 
ry member  of  the  committee  was  exceedingly  anxious  to 
make  a  speedy  report. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  he  would  be  willing 
that  tbe  mbjret  diould  be  postponed  to  this  day  week. 
He  wiabed  for  all  the  information  possible,  and  greatly 
preferred  a  reduction  of  tbe  revenue  to  depositmg  the 
surplus  with  the  States.  All  gentlemen  should  ufe 
a  bir  opportunity  of  examining  the  subject.  He  must 
■ay  that,  when  he  looked  at  the  state  of  ihinga  here,  he 
felt  but  very  little  faith  that  a  reduction  would  be  made 
this  session,  as  the  lime  had  now  so  far  advanced  that 
there  would  scarcely  be  an  opportunity  of  acting  on  the 
labjeet.  He  had  made  a  call  upon  the  SeoreUryof  the 
Treasury  aome  dajrs  since,  by  rtsolution,  requesting  him 
to  fiimish  some  valuable  information  which  we  wished  to 
be  in  poawsrion  of  before  the  eommittee  reportedt  but 
that  information  had  not  yet  been  received  by  the  Sen- 
atet  he  trusted  it  would  be  at  an  early  day. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed,  by  gene- 
ral cooaent,  to  this  day  week. 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
T7)e  bill  to  limit  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  except 
to  actual  settlers,  and  in  limited  quantities  having  been 
announced  as  the  order  of  the  day- 
Mr.  CLAT  expressed  the  hope  that  a  bill  of  Ihia  im- 
portance would  not  be  taken  up  at  this  time.  The  bill 
proposed  an  entire  diange  in  the  whole  land  system  of 
the  country,  and  it  n  happened  that,  by  tbe  organisation 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  tbe  only  member  op* 
poeed  lo  the  bill  was  absent.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  Senate  ought  lo  take  up  a  bill  of  such  importance  in 
the  absence  of  a  member  of  the  Land  Committee  who 
possessed  so  much  valuable  information,  and  was  so  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  subject.  He  believed  that 
the  Senate  would  derive  great  aid  in  their  defiberationa 
m  tbe  subject  from  tbe  experience  of  Uwt  gentleman} 
and  as  other  siibjecU  of  imporinnc«  demanded  the  at- 
tenticm  of  tite  Senate,  he  hoped  aome  one  of  them  would 
be  taken  up,  and  tbe  bill  for  the  present  postponed. 
Mr.  C.  alluded  to  the  illness  of  the  lady  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio,  as  the  cause  of  that  gentleman's  absence, 
and  atated  that,  from  information  lately  received  by  him, 
be  had  reason  to  believe  that  he  would  be  in  bis  seat  in 
thf  course  ftf  a  few  day*. 

Mr.  WALKER  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prcrul. 
About  half  of  tbe  session  had  now  patietl  away,  and  con- 
•ef|uently  there  was  no  time  to  lose.  This  bill  waa  one 
which  would  be  debated,  and  opposed  at  every  pointf 
and,  judging  from  the  sentiments  to  which  the  honorable 
Senator  [Mr.  Cut]  had  given  utterance,  he  presumed 


that  thet«  would  be  no  want  of  opporitlon  to  die  bill, 
notwithstanding  tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Hr.  Ewim] 
might  be  absent. 

There  were  many  ^ntlemen  in  that  body  and  tlie 
House  of  Representatives,  who  were  desirous  that  this 
■ubject  should  be  disposed  of  as  speedily  as  posnblei 
and  if  the  bill  should  be  postponed  to  this  dsy  week,  it 
eoukl  not,  for  want  of  time,  be  passed  at  tttc  present  ses- 
«on.  Ho  felt  the  deepest  conviction  that  the  subject 
should  be  acted  upon  without  delay,  and  therelbre  be 
felt  it  Im  duty  to  oppoae  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky.  With  regard  to  the  melancholy  event 
which  had  called  awiy  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  be  would 
state  that  be  had  seen  a  puagraph  in  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer of  yesterday,  stating  that  that  member  of  the 
Senator's  family  who  waa  said  to  be  dangerou^  ill  had 
entirely  reeoveredi  and  be  (Mr.  W.)  conaidered  that  am- 

file  time  had  elapsed  since  the  gentleman  left  tbe 
or  his  return  to  It.    Mr.  W.  concluded  by  expreavng 
his  hope  that  the  motion  of  tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  regretted  lo  hear  that  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  intended  to  go  on  with  the  bill.  He  had 
not  the  sligtitest  idea  that  it  would  be  tnken  up  so  soon, 
and  Iwd  not,  thercfitre*  given  any  examioatioo  to  the 
subject  erf*  itt  be  bad  not  even  had  thne  to  read  tbe  bill 
ilseir.  He  deemed  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 
subjects  that  could  engage  the  attention  of  Congress,  not 
only  as  regarded  the  revenue,  but  as  it  regarded  the  fu- 
ture policy  of  the  country)  and  be  hoped  the  Senate 
irould  not  go  on  with  it  until  every  member  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  all  the  information  necessary  to  a 
full  undcralanding  of  the  subject.  He  biHHelf  wiihed 
time  for  sn  examination,  the  better  to  enable  bim  to  un- 
derstand tbe  aifumenti  that  might  be  used  catber  fur  or 
against  the  measure,  and  therefore  prc^Hwed  that  the 
subject  be  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said:  For  one,  1  should  be  very  un- 
willing lo  pursue  any  courae  which  would  prevent  (he 
Senator  from  Ohio  from  speaking  on  this  subject  t  and 
so  far  aa  my  vote  is  concerned,  if  he  returns  in  any  reason- 
able lime,  I  ahall  hear  bim.  ButttM  la  a  very  important 
subject  Indeed.  I  feel  tbe  importance  of  it  as  much  aa 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  And  it  b  for  that 
very  reason  I  wiab  to  hear  the  views  of  the  cbairmsn  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Let  the  honorable  chairman  proceed  to-dav,  and  give 
his  viewB;  and,  so  far  as  respects  my  individual  vote,  [ 
will  agree  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  till 
Monday  morning,  and  take  such  a  course  in  regard  to  it 
ai  may  be  nlisnetory  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  RBNTON  wished  to  asy  to  the  Senate  that  there 
waa  now  one  half  of  a  abort  session  gone,  and  that  it 
would  be  impossible  fur  ihem,  if  they  wialied  tbe  busi- 
ness to  progress,  to  go  on  as  they  had  heretofore  done) 
that  is,  to  take  up  a  subject,  hear  a  ipeecb  on  it,  and 
adjourn  at  3  o'clock,  and  so  go  on  from  day  to  day.  He 
was  folly  aware  of  thia  at  the  commencement  of  the  aea- 
sion,  and  therefore,  in  his  first  speech,  he  rcRised  lo  ad- 
journ, and  preferred  rather  to  omit  some  things  that  he 
wished  to  say  than  to  consume  two  days  with  one  speech. 
The  rule  which  he  had  thus  laid  down  for  himself  he 
wiahcd  to  see  applied  to  all,  and  when  a  subject  is  taken 
up,  he  wished  to  go  on  with  it  like  business  men. 

He  would  be  willing  tocome  early  in  the  morning,  and 
sit  late  in  the  evening)  but  he  could  not  give  his  consent 
lo  the  delay  of  buainem  by  taking  up  a  subject,  hearing 
cme  speech  on  it,  and  then  laying  it  over.  He  would 
remind  these  gentlemen,  who  were  tlie  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministralion,  that  they  not  only  had  the  numerical 
strength,  but  the  organization  of  the  committees  in  their 
favor,  and  therefore  tliat  it  was  incumt>ent  on  them  to 
ace  that  tbe  busineat  waa  carried  on  without  delay.  Last 
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■nnon,  ttiQugh  they  had  lha  nuinerieKl  itrength  in  their 
ftror,  yet  the  orgnnisation  of  the  eonniiiitteawu  •gftinM 
Ihemi  uid  when  the  queit'ion  wm  uked*  why  the  butt* 
new  of  the  Senate  did  not  go  on,  they  could  readily  an- 
iwer«  that  .thiaorgan-zation  of  the  eommitteei  deprived 
them  of  the  control  of  the  burineas.  But  now,  when 
the  frienda  of  the  adminiatration  had  every  advantage  in 
their  fkvor,  when  the  queatlon  ahuuld  be  asked,  why  the 
businns  of  the  Seitate  did  not  go  on,  the  public  might 
draw  vhat  inferenee  it  pleated. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  re  marked,  that  uoneoflheoppon- 
lion,  and  being-  deairoua  of  as  litth  delay  as  poaaible, 
atill  he  would  tell  gentlemen  on  lh«  other  aide  that  he 
would  afford  them  every  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
subject.  But  whilst  he  said  this,  he  claimed  from  the 
majority  that  they  should  hear  gentlemen  of  the  oppo. 
silion  patiently,  and  give  areaaonable  time  fiir  discussion. 
He  would  not  have  asked  the  delay  of  one  day,  had  it 
not  been  absolutely  necesssryt  and  he  was  not  disposed 
to  allow  so  important  a  subject  as  the  present  to  be  hur- 
ried through  the  Senate  without  bestowing  on  it  all  the 
attention  it  deserved. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  he  would  sit  there  early  and 
latei  and  no  gentleman  should  be  deprived  by  his  vote 
of  proceeding  in  the  transaction  of  the  public  business. 
He  wished  gentlemen  to  go  on*  keep  moriog. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that  he  wa*  a  member  of 
the  party  friendly  to  the  present  adminiatration,  and  that 
he  felt  the  responsibility  of  his  situation  just  as  much  as 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Misa«uri  didt  and,  so  far  as 
regarded  himself,  he,  for  one,  need  nut  be  reminded  of 
his  duty.  He  was  responsible  for  it.  In  regard  to  Ibis 
bill  to  Rgiilate  theaalea  of  the  public  lands,  be  consider^ 
cd  it  a  most  important  measure.  He  did  not  know  how 
he  should  vote  on  it.  He  knew  the  evils  of  speculating 
in  the  public  lands,  and  wished  much  to  put  them  down, 
but  be  wished  to  put  them  down  with  care.  There  were 
interests  of  his  c<mstituent9  involvedt  farmers  who  go 
to  the  West  to  piitciisRe  lands  to  make  a  provition  for 
their  children,  (and  he  considered  this  description  of  , 
persons  the  most  desirable  settlers  on  the  ptibiic  landsi) 
andihoae  tniereata  he  should  take  care  to  cee  attended  to, 
•0  far  as  his  vote  was  concerned. 

He  wished  to  hear  the  member  from  Uississippi,  be- 
cause he  knew  that  he  should  derive  much  valuable  in- 
formation  from  him;  and  then  he,  for  one  of  the  friends 
of  the  adminiatration,  should  take  the  responaibility  of 
voting  for  such  a  nasonable  pMtponemeat  as  would  al- 
low other'gf  nilemen  an  opportunity  of  giving  their  viewa. 
He  haft  no  objection  to  a  postponement  till  Monday 
next. 

Nr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
postponement  might  not  be  quite  so  long  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Mr.CuT]  wihhed.  He  was  willing 
to  give  a  reaionable  time,  in  order  that  gentlemen  might 
be  prepared  to  express  tiieir  opinions  on  this  very  im- 

Eortant  subject.  This  was  confessedly  known  on  all 
andt  to  be  a  most  important  bill — one  that  required  to 
b«  examined  with  care,  and  amendefl  in  a  wsy  ibat  would 
give  fvery  interest  in  the  country  its  fair  proportion  of 
the  public  domain,  as  far  as  practicable.  Now,  he  was 
one  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  h«  had 
concurred  in  reporting  this  bill,  but  it  had  some  defects, 
and  it  was  brought  forward  with  the  hope  that,  by  a  full 
discussion  in  ttie  Senate,  sufficient  light  would  be  thrown 
on  the  subject  to  render  i  t  as  perfect  as  the  nature  of  it 
would  permit.  He  yna  disposed  to  give  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewive,]  who  ft-as  known  tobe  in  oppo* 
aitton  to  the  bill,  and  to  all  other  gentlemen  who  were 
anxious  to  speak  on  it,  a  full  opportunity  of  being  heard; 
and  he,  for  one,  as  a  friend  of  the  administration,  thought 
tliat  in  all  matters  of  legistklion  there  should  be  a  auffi- 
eient  and  a  perfect  understanding  of  tlie  subject.  I'his 


was  neceiaary.  If  they  wiAed  the  bnaiiwN  to  be  well 
done.  If  the  chairman  of  ibe  eoromittee  wished  to  go 
on  to-day,  let  him  (said  Mr.  K.)  go  op,  and  then,  by  a 
postponement,  give  a  reasonable  time  to  otl^r  gentle- 
men who  wisbm  to  be  heard  on  the  subject.  This  in- 
dulgence, though  a  nwmber  of  the  najoiiiy,  be  wvuU 
never  hesitate  to  give. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  that  although  be  ahould  prefer  that 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  had  been  present  to  bnr  the  ex- 
pontion  of  the  Senator  frotai  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Walxbb,] 
yet,  after  the  manly  and  independent  aeiitlments  he  (Mr> 
C.)  had  beard  expressed  by  the  Senator  from  Pennayl- 
vania  and  the  Senator  from  Al^ama,  he  would  not  hes- 
itate to  withdraw  bis  motion.  Under  all  the  circumatan- 
ces,  if  the  Senator  did  not  see  the  propriety  of  a  post- 
ponement till  Monday,  perhaps  he  would  go  on  with  bi> 
remarks. 

Mr.  WALKER,  after  some  remarka,  Ibeo  submitted 
an  amendment  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  hilli  and  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed  lilt 
tO'morrow. 

EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  spe- 
cial order,  the  expunging  resolution  of  Mr  Beittor: 

Jiaobdion  to  expunge  from  the  journal  the  rwlutim  iff 
the  SeaaU  of  Mardi  28,  1834,  in  rtlalion  to  PretUent 
Jaekaon  ana  the  removai  of  the  depo»iit$> 

Whereas  on  the  26tb  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
1833,  the  following  resolve  was  moved  in  the  Senate: 

**IUaohedt  That  bydismisaing  the  late  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  because  he  would  not,  contrary  to  his  own 
sense  of  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the  United  Slates  in 
deposite  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
branches,  in  conformity  with  the  Preaideni's  opinion,  and 
by  appointing  his  successor  to  effect  such  removal,  which 
has  been  done,  the  President  has  assumed  the  exerciaa 
of  a  power  over  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  not 
p«nted  him  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  peoplet'* 

Which  proposed  resolve  was  altered  and  changed  by 
the  mover  thereof,  on  the  28(h  d«y  of  March,  in  the 
year  1834,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

**  RemUved,  That,  in  taking  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bility of  removing  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  the  President  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  has  sssumed  the  exeicise  of  a  power  over  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Slates  not  grantnl  to  him  by  tiie 
constitution  and  hwa,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
tbe  people)** 

Which  resolve,  so  changed  and  modified  by  the  mover 
thereof,  on  the  same  day  and  year  laat  mentioned,  was 
further  altered,  so  as  to  read  in  these  words: 

'•Rttolved,  That  the  President,  in  the  hite  executive 
proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has  assumed  up* 
on  himaelf  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  tlw 
constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  ofbothi" 

In  which  last-mentioned  form  the  s»d  resolve,  on  tbe 
same  day  and  year  last  mentioned,  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  and  became  the  act  and  judgment  of  that  body, 
and,  as  such,  now  remains  upon  the  Joumaf  thereof: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  not  warranted  by 
the  conslitulton,  and  was  irregularly  and  illegally  adopt- 
ed by  tbe  Senate,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  defence 
which  belong  to  every  citizen,  and  in  subveriRon  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  law  and  justieei  because  Pres* 
iclent  JaelEBon  was  thereby  adjudged  and  pronounced  to 
be  guilty  of  an  impeachable  offence,  and  a  stigma  placed 
upon  him  as  a  violator  of  his  oath  of  office,  and  of  the 
laws  and  constitution  which  he  was  sworn  to  preserve, 
protect,  aitd  defend,  without  going  through  the  forms  ti 
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«n  impeachment,  and  without  allowinf;  to  him  the  bene- 
fita  of  a  trialf  or  the  means  of  derrncc: 

And  whereai  the  taid  rewlve,  in  all  iia  varioiu  ahapei 
and  rorutfl*  waa  unfounded  and  erroneouain  point  of  fact, 
and  therefore  unjuft  and  unrig bteoui,  aa  well  as  irregu- 
kr  Mid  umulbotized  b/  the  comtitutioni  because  the 
■aid  President  Jackion,  neither  in  the  act  of  diamissing 
Hr.  Duane,  nor  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Taney,  aa 
specified  in  the  first  form  of  the  resotvet  nor  in  taking 
upon  bimseir  the  responsibility  of  removing  the  depositei* 
asspeeiBed  in  the  second  form  of  the  same  resolvct  nor 
in  any  act  wbicb  was  then,  or  can  now,  be  specified  un- 
der the  rague  and  ambiguooa  terms  of  the  general  de- 
nunciation contained  in  the  third  and  last  form  of  the  re- 
solve, did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  viobtion  or  in  defla- 
tion of  the  laws  and  constitutimi,  or  dangeroui  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  was  uncer- 
tain and  ambiguous,  contstning  nothing  but  a  loose  and 
floating  chaise  for  derogating  from  the  laws  and  consti- 
tution, and  ftsaureiing  ungranted  power  and  authority  in 
the  late  executive  pnxiecdings  in  relation  to  the  public 
Kvenuei  without  specifying  what  part  of  the  executive 
proeee^ngs  or  what  part  of  the  public  revenue,  was  in- 
tended to  be  referred  lot  or  what  parts  of  the  laws  and 
constitution  were  supposed  to  have  been  infringedt  or  in 
what  part  of  ibe  Uoion,  or  at  what  period  of  hisadminia- 
tratioii,  these  late  proceedings  were  supposed  to  have 
taken  plaeei  th««by  pnltii^  each  Senator  at  liberty  to 
TOte  in  favor  of  the  resolve  upon  a  aeparate  and  secret 
reason  of  his  own,  and  lesving  the  ground  of  the  Senste's 
judgment  to  be  guessed  at  by  the  public,  and  to  be  dif- 
ferently and  diversely  inlerprctrd  by  individual  Sena- 
tors, according  to  the  private  and  particular  understand- 
ing of  each,  contrary  to  all  the  ends  of  justice,  and  to 
all  the  forms  of  legal  or  judicial  procerdingi  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  the  accused,  who  could  not  know  against 
what  to  defend  himselfi  and  to  the  loss  of  aenatorial  re- 
■ponsibility,  by  shielding  Senators  from  public  accoun'« 
ability  for  making  up  a  judgment  upon  grounda  which 
the  public  cannot  know,  and  wliich,  if  known,  might 
prove  to  be  insufficient  in  law,  or  unfounded  in  fact: 

And  whereas  the  specification  contained  in  the  first 
and  second  fi>rms  of  the  resolve  having  been  objected  to 
in  debate,  and  shown  to  be  insufficient  to  sustain  the 
charges  they  were  adduced  to  support,  and  it  being  well 
believed  that  no  majority  could  be  obtained  to  vote  fur 
the  aaid  specifications,  and  the  aaiqc  having  been  actual- 
ly withdrawn  by  the  mover  in  the  fiice  of  the  whole  Sen- 
ate, in  conaequence  of  such  objection  and  belief,  and 
before  any  vote  taken  thereuponi  the  said  specifications 
could  not  afterwards  be  admitted  by  any  rule  of  parlia- 
mentary practice,  dr  by  any  principle  of  legal  implica- 
tion, secret  intendment,  or  mental  reservation,  to  remain 
and  continue  •  part  of  the  written  and  public  molve 
from  which  they  were  thus  withdrawn!  and,  if  they  could 
be  so  admitted,  they  would  not  he  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  charges  therein  contained : 

And  whertras  the  Senate  being  the  constitutional  tri- 
bunal for  the  trial  of  the  Present,  wlten  charged  by 
Ibe  House  of  Bepreaentatires  with  dTences  against  the 
laws  and  the  eonstitution,  the  adoption  of  the  said  re- 
solve, before  any  impeachment  preferred  by  the  House, 
was  •  breach  of  the  privilegea  of  the  House,  not  war- 
ranted by  the  conatitutioni  a  subveruon  of  justicei  a 
prejudication  of  a  question  which  might  legally  come  be* 
tore  the  Senate;  and  a  disqualification  of  thiat  body  (o 
perform  its  constitutional  duty  with  fairneu  and  impsr- 
lialily,  if  the  President  should  thereafter  be  regularly 
impeiiched  by  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  same 
offence  1 

And  whercu  the  tempente,  respectful*  and  ai^- 
mcDtotiTC  defence  end  proteit  of  the  Freaident  aguut 


the  aforesaid  proceeding  of  the  Senate  was  rejected  snd 
repulsed  by  that  body,  and  was  voted  to  be  a  breach  of 
its  privileges,  and  was  not  permitted  to  be  entered  on  its 
journal  or  printed  among  its  documents)  while  all  memo- 
rials, petitions,  resolve^  and  remonstrances  against  the 
Prement,  however  violent  or  unfounded,  and  calculated 
to  inflame  the  people  aj^ainat  him,  were  duly  and  lionor- 
ably  received,  encomiaatieally  commented  upon  in 
speeches,  read  at  the  tabic,  ordered  to  be  printed  with 
the  long  list  of  namea  attached,  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee  for  consideration,  filed  away  among  the  pub- 
lic archives,  and  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  public  doc- 
uments of  the  Senate,  to  be  banded  down  to  the  latest 
posterity: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  waa  introduced,  deba- 
ted, and  adopted,  at  a  time  and  under  circumstsnces 
which  had  the  effect  of  co-operating  with  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  in  the  parricidal  attempt  »hich  that 
institution  waa  then  making  to  produce  a  panic  and 
pressure  in  the  country^  to  destroy  tbe  confidence  of  the 
people  in  President  Jackwn;  to  paralyxe  his  a<Iminiatra- 
tioDi  to  govern  tbe  electionsi  to  bankrupt  the  State 
banks;  ruin  Uwir  current';  fill  the  whole  Union  with  ter- 
ror and  distressj  and  thereby  to  extort  from  the  suffer- 
ings and  the  alarms  of  the  people  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites  and  the  renewal  of  its  charter: 

And  whereas  the  aaid  resolve  is  of  evil  example  and 
dangerous  precedent,  and  should  never  have  been  re- 
ceived, debated,  or  adopted,  by  the  Senate,  or  admitltd 
to  entry  upon  its  journal:  Wherefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged  from  the 
journal;  and,  fur  that  purpose,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Senste  may  appoint,  ihall 
bring  the  msnuacript  journal  of  the  session  183j-'34  into 
the  Senate,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate,  draw 
black  lines  round  tbe  said  icsolrr,  and  write  across  the 
fsce  thereof,  in  strung  letters,  the  following  words: 

**  Expunged  by  order  of  tbe  Senate,  Uiia  day  of 

 ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1837." 

The  resolution  and  preamble  having  been  read,  Mr. 
IIBNTON  rose  and  taid:  Mr.  President,  it  is  now  near, 
three  years  since  the  resolve  wu  adopted  by  tbe  Senate, 
which  it  is  my  present  motion  to  expunge  from  the 
journal.  At  the  moment  that  thia  reaolve  waa  adopted, 
i  gave  notice  of  my  intention  to  move  to  expunge  itt 
and  then  expressed  my  confident  belief  that  tbe  motion 
would  eventually  prevail.  That  expression  of  confidetlce 
was  not  an  ebullition  of  vanity,  or  a  presumptuous  calcu- 
lation, intended  to  accelerate  the  event  it  affected  to 
foretell.  It  was  not  a  vain  boast,  or  an  idle  asaumption, 
but  was  the  result  of  a  deep  conviction  of  the  injustice 
done  President  Jackson,  and  a  tliorough  reliance  upon 
the  juatice  r>f  the  American  people.  I  felt  that  the 
President  had  been  wrongest  and  my  heart  told  me  that 
this  wrong  would  be  redressed.  The  event  proves  that 
I  was  not  mistaken.  Tbe  question  of  expunging  this 
resolution  has  been  carried  to  tbe  people,  and  tiieir  de- 
cision has  been  had  upon  it.  They  decide  in  favor  of 
the  expurgation!  and  their  decision  has  been  both  made 
and  manifefcted,  and  communicated  to  us  in  a  great  vari- 
ety of  wa}a.  A  great  number  of  Sutis  have  expressly 
instructed  their  Senators  to  vote  for  this  expuii^ation. 
A  very  great  majority  of  the  States  have  elected  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  to  Congress,  upon  the  express 
ground  of  favoring  this  expurgation.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  State*,  which  took  the  iniUative  in  the  accusa- 
tion against  the  Prevdenl,  and  furnished  the  material 
and  worked  the  mHcbinery  which  was  used  against  him, 
and  which  waa  then  so  powerful  on  this  flour,  has  be- 
come more  and  more  odious  to  tbe  public  mind,  and 
musters  now  but  a  slender  phalanx  of  friends  in  the  two 
Houses  of  Congreaa.  I'he  late  presidential  election  fur- 
lusbci  addtUonu  erklcnce  of  public  Mbtiment.  The 
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candidate  who  wu  the  friend  of  President  Jackson,  the 
supporter  of  hisadminis1ration,and  the  ivowed  advocate 
for  the  expurgation,  has  received  a  large  majority  of  tli* 
sufTngea  of  the  whole  Union,  and  that  after  an  express 
dechniiion  of  hia  sentiments  on  this  precise  point.  The 
evidence  of  the  public  will,  exhibited  in  a»  these  forma, 
b  too  manifest  to  be  mistaken,  too  explicit  to  require  il- 
lustration, and  too  imperative  to  be  disregarded.  Omit- 
ting details  and  specific  enumeraiiun  of  proofs,  I  refer  lo 
our  own  files  for  the  instructions  to  expunge — to  the 
complexion  of  the  two  Mouaes  for  (he  tempt  r  of  the 
people — to  the  denationalized  condition  of  (he  Bank  of 
the  United  States  for  the  fate  of  (he  imperioua  accuaer — 
and  to  the  issue  of  the  presidential  election  for  the  an- 
swer of  the  Union.  All  tlieae  are  pregnant  proofs  of  the 
public  wUI|  and  the  last  pre-eminenlly  ao— because  both 
the  question  of  the  expurgation  and  the  form  ufthe  pro- 
cens  were  directly  put  in  issue  upon  it.  A  representative 
of  the  people  from  the  State  of  Kentucky  formally  in- 
terrogated a  prominent  candidate  for  the  presidency  on 
these  points,  and  required  from  bim  a  public  anawer,  for 
the  information  of  the  public  mind.  The  anawer  was 
given,  and  published,  and  read  by  all  the  roten  before 
the  election;  and  I  deem  it  right  lo  refer  to  that  answer 
in  this  place,  not  only  as  evidence  of  the  points  put  in 
issue,  but  alio  for  the  purpose  of  doing  more  ample  Jua- 
lice  to  President  Jackson,  by  incorporating  into  the  legis- 
laiive  history  of  lliia  case  (lie  high  and  honorable  (eati- 
mony  in  his  favor  of  the  eminent  citizen  who  has  just 
been  exalted  (o  the  lofty  honors  of  the  American  preai* 
dency: 

■*  Tour  last  question  seeks  to  know  *  my'  opinion  as  to 
the  Constitutional  power  of  the  Senate  or  Mouse  of  Rep- 
resentativea  to  expunge  or  obliterate  from  the  Journals 
(he  proceedings  of  a  previous  session. 

"You  wilt,  1  amsurr,  be  satisfied,  upon  further  consid- 
eration, that  there  are  but  few  queations  of  a  political 
character  leas  connected  with  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
president  of  the  United  States,  of  that  might  not  with 
equal  propriety  be  put  by  an  elector  to  a  candidate  for 
that  station,  than  this.  With  the  journals  of  neither 
House  of  Congress  can  he  properly  have  any  thing  to  do. 
But  as  your  question  has  doubtless  been  induced  by  the 
pendency  of  Colonel  Benton's  resolutions  to  expunge 
from  the  journals  of  the  Senate  certain  other  resolutions 
touching  the  ofKaal  conduct  of  Preaident  Jackson,  I  pre- 
fer lo  say  that  1  regard  the  paasage  of  Colonel  Benton's 
preamble  and  rcsmutions  to  be  an  act  of  justice  to  s 
faithful  aitd  greatly  injured  public  servant,  not  only  con- 
atMulional  in  itself,  but  imperiously  demanded  by  a 
proper  reapect  for  the  well-known  will  of  the  people." 

I  do  not  propose,  s'r,  to  draw  violent,  unwarranted, 
or  atrained  inferences.  I  do  not  asaume  (o  aay  that  the 
<}ueBtIoR  of  this  expu^tion  was  a  leading  or  a  control* 
ling  point  in  the  inue  of  (his  election.  I  do  not  assume 
to  say,  or  insinuate,  tliat  every  Individual,  and  every 
voter,  delivered  hia  suflTrage  with  reference  to  this  ques- 
tion. Doubtless  there  were  many  exceptions.  Still, 
the  triumphant  election  of  the  candidate  who  had  ex- 
pressed himself  in  the  terms  just  quoted,  and  who  was, 
beaides,  the  personal  and  political  friend  of  President 
Jackson,  and  the  avowed  approver  of  his  adminiatration, 
must  be  admitted  to  a  place  among  the  proofs  in  this 
case,  and  ranked  among  the  high  concurring  evidences 
of  the  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  motion  which  I 
make. 

-  Asauming,  then,  that  we  have  ascertained  the  will  of 
the  people  on  this  great  question,  the  inquiry  presents 
itself,  how  Ur  the  expression  of  that  will  ought  to  be 
conclusive  of  our  action  here.  I  hold  that  it  ought  to  be 
binding  and  obligatory  upon  usi  and  (hat,  not  only  upon 
the  pnnciplca  of  representative  government,  which  in- 
quire obedience  to  the  known  will  of  the  pet^lci  but 


also  in  conformity  to  the  principles  upon  which  the  pro* 
ceeding  against  Preridcnt  Jackson  was  conducted,  when 
the  sentence  against  him  was  adopted.  Then,  every 
thing  was  done  with  especial  reference  to  the  will  of  the 
people.  1'heir  impulsion  was  aaiumed  to  be  the  aole 
motive  to  action,  and  to  them  the  ultimate  venlict  was 
eipressly  referred.  The  whole  machinery  of  alarm  and 
pressure,  every  engine  of  pofitical  and  moneyed  pow- 
er, was  put  in  motion,  and  worked  for  many  months  to 
excite  the  people  against  the  President,  and  to  stir  up 
meetings,  memorials,  petitions,  travelling  comimttees, 
and  distress  deputations,  againat  bimi  and  each  aymptora 
of  popular  discontent  waa  bailed  as  an  evidence  of  pub- 
lic will,  and  quoted  here  as  proof  that  the  people  demanded 
the  condemnation  of  the  Prerident.  Not  only  legislativo 
aaaembries,  and  memorials  firom  large  assemblies,  were 
then  produced  here  as  evidence  of  public  opinion,  but 
the  petitions  of  boys  under  age,  the  remonstrances  of  a 
few  signers,  and  the  results  of  the  meat  inconaiderable 
elections,  were  ostentatiously  paraded  and  magnified  as 
(he  evidence  of  the  sovereign  will  of  our  constituents. 
Thus,  sir.  tlie  public  voice  was  every  tUng,  while  that 
voice,  partially  obtained  through  political  and  pecuniary 
machinations,  was  adverse  to  the  President.  Then,  the 
popular  will  was  the  shrine  at  which  all  worabipped. 
Now,  when  (hat  will  is  regularly,  soberfy,  repeatedly, 
and  almost  universally,  expressed  through  the  ballot-box- 
es, at  the  varioua  elections,  and  turns  out  to  be  in  favor 
of  the  President,  certainly  no  one  can  disregard  it,  nor 
otherwise  look  at  it  than  as  the  solemn  verdict  of  the 
competent  and  ultimate  tribunal,  upon  an  issue  birly 
made  up,  fully  argued,  and  duly  aubmitted  for  deciaion. 
Aa  aacb  verdict,  I  receive  it.  Aa  ibe  deliberate  verdict 
of  the  aovereign  people,  I  bow  to  it.  I  am  content.  I 
do  not  mean  to  reopen  the  case,  nor  to  recommence  the 
argument.  I  leave  that  work  to  others,  if  any  olhera 
choose  to  perform  it.  For  myself,  I  am  contentt  and, 
dispensing  with  further  argument,  I  shall  call  for  judg- 
ment, and  ask  to  have  execution  done  upon  (bat  unhap- 
py journal,  which  the  verdict  of  millions  of  freemen 
finds  guilty  of  bearing  on  ita  face  an  untrue,  illegal,  and 
UDconsiitutionat  sentence  of  condemnation  againat  the 
approved  President  of  the  republic. 

But,  while  declining  to  reopen  the  argument  of  this 

auestion,  and  refuaing  to  tread  over  agaui  the  ground 
Iready  traversed,  there  is  another  and  a  different  tuk 
to  performi  one  which  the  ^proacliing  termination  of 
President  Jackson's  administration  makea  peculiarly 
proper  at  this  time,  and  which  it  is  my  privilege,  and 
pertiaps  my  duty,  to  execute,  as  being  the  suitable  con- 
clusion to  the  arduous  contest  in  wliich  we  have  been  so 
long  engaged :  1  allude  to  the  general  tenor  of  liis  ad- 
ministration, and  to  its  effect,  for  good  or  for  evil,  u|iod 
(he  condition  of  his  country.  This  is  the  proper  tinm 
for  such  a  view  to  be  Uken.  The  political  ezistenee  of 
(his  great  man  now  draws  to  a  close.  In  little  more  than 
forty  days  he  ceaaea  to  be  a  public  character.  In  a  few 
brief  weeks  he  ceases  to  be  an  object  of  political  hope 
to  any,  and  ahould  cease  to  be  an  object  of  political  hate, 
or  envy,  to  all.  Whate»er  of  motive  the  aervile  and 
time-serving  might  have  found  in  his  exalted  atation  for 
raising  the  altar  of  adulation,  and  burning  the  incense  of 
praise  before  him,  (hat  motive  can  no  longer  exiat.  ^  The 
dispenser  of  the  patronage  of  an  empire — the  chief  of 
this  great  confederacy  of  States— is  soon  to  be  a  private 
individual,  stripped  of  all  power  to  reward  or  to  punish. 
His  own  thoughtp,  as  be  has  shown  us  in  the  concluding 
paragraph  of  that  message  which  is  to  be  the  last  of  its 
kind  that  we  shall  ever  receive  from  b(n>,  are  directed 
to  that  beloved  retirement  from  which  lie  waa  drawn  by 
the  vdce  of  millions  of  freemen,  and  (o  which  he  now 
looki  for  that  interval  of  repose  which  age  and  infirmi- 
Ucs  require.  Voder  these  circuiutuce^  he  ccuei  to 
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be  %  lubjrct  for  the  ebullitraa  of  the  pasrions  and  ptfaea 
into  a  character  fur  the  contemplation  of  history.  Hii- 
torieally,  then,  shafl  1  view  him;  and,  limiting  thii  view  to 
bia  civil  adminiatration,  I  demand  where  ia  there  a  cbieF 
magistrate  of  whom  ao  much  evil  has  been  predicted,  and 
fmta  whom  to  much  good  haa  come?  Never  has  any  man 
entered  upon  the  chief  magistracy  of  •  country  utMler 
Mich  appalling  predietiani  of  ruin  and  wel  never  bw 
any  one  been  10  pursued  with  direful  pri^iKMtieatiofis! 
Never  has  any  one  been  aobeset  and  impeded  by  a  power- 
ful combination  of  political  and  moneyed  conrederatei! 
Nerer  has  anyone  in  any  country,  where  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  has  risen  above  the  knire  or  the  bow-string, 
been  ao  lawlesily»nd  shimelestly  tried  and  condemned 
by  rivah  and  enemtei,  without  bearing,  without  defence, 
without  the  fnrmf  of  law  or  joatice!  Hlatoryhaa  been 
ransacked  to  find  eximples  of  tyrants  luflfieienlly  odious 
to  illustrate  htm  by  eompariaon.  Language  has  been 
tortured  to  find  epithets  auffieiently  strong  to  paint  him 
in  description.  Imagination  has  been  exhausted  in  her 
eRbrts  to  deck  him  wtUi  revolting  and  inhunaan  attributes. 
Tyrant,  despot,  usurper{  destroyer  of  the  liberties  of 
hiscountryi  rash,  ignorant,  imbccilet  endangering  the 
public  peace  with  all  foreign  nationst  destroying  domes- 
tic prosperity  at  homei  ruining  all  industry,  all  com- 
merce, all  manufactories;  annihilating  confidence  be- 
tween man  And  nun;  delivering  up  the  streets  or  populous 
cities  to  grass  and  weeds,  and  the  wharves  of  commercial 
towns  to  the  encumbrance  of  decaying  vetsels,  depriving 
labor  of  all  reward  i  depriving  industry  of  all  employ- 
menti  deitroying  the  currencyt  plunging  an  innocent 
and  happy  people  from  the  summit  of  felicity  to  the 
depths  of  maery,  want,  and  despair.  Bucb  is  the  faint 
outline,  followed  up  by  actual  condemnation,  of  ttie 
appalling  denunciations  daily  uttered  against  this  one 
BWR,  from  the  moment  he  became  an  object  of  political 
eempetitiun,  down  to  the  concluding  moment  of  bis  po- 
Hlical  existence. 

The  sacred  voice  of  inspiration  has  lold  us  that  there 
is  a  lime  for  all  things.  There  certainly  has  been  a 
tine  for  every  evil  ti<at  human  nature  admits  of  to  be 
vaticinated  of  President  Jackson**  administrationf  equal* 
ly  certain,  the  lime  bis  now  come  for  all  rational  and 
well-disposed  people  to  compare  the  predictions  with 
the  fiicls,  and  to  ask  themselves  if  these  calamitous  prog- 
nosticationa  have  been  verified  by  events?  Have  we 
peace,  or  war,  with  foreign  nations?  Certainly,  we  have 
peace!  peace  with  all  tbe  world!  peace  with  all  its  be- 
nign, and  felicitous,  and  beneficent  influences!  Are  we 
respected  or  despised  abroad?  Certainly  the  American 
name  never  was  more  honored  thrwghout  the  four  quar- 
ters of  the  globe,  than  in  this  very  moment.  Do  we  hear 
of  indignity  or  outrage  in  any  quarter?  of  merchants 
robbed  in  foreign  ports?  of  vessels  searched  on  the  high 
seas?  of  American  citizens  impressed  into  foreign  ser- 
vice? of  the  national  Aug  insulted  any  where?  On  tbe 
contrary,  we  see  former  wrongs  repaired)  no  new  ones 
infl-cted.  France  pays  twenty-five  millions  of  francs  fbr 
sporiatiom  committed  thirty  years  agot  Naplea  pays  two 
millions  one  hundred  thonnnd  ducats  for  wrongs  of  tbe 
same  datei  Denmark  pays  six  hundred  and  fifly  thousand 
rixdollars  fur  wrongs  done  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago; 
8^n  eoKaees  to  pay  twelve  millions  of  reals  velon  for 
injuries  of  fifteen  yeara'  datet  and  Portugal  the  last  in  . 
the  liat  of  former  aggressors  admits  her  liability,  and  i 
only  waits  the  adjustment  of  dctula  to  close  her  account  ' 
by  adequate  indemnity.  So  tfr  from  war,  iniuU,  con- 
tempt, and  spoliation,  from  abroad,  this  denounced  ad- 
ministration has  been  the  season  uf  peace  and  good  will, 
and  tbe  auspicious  era  of  universal  reparation.  So  far 
from  sufTering  injury  at  the  hands  of  foreign  Powers,  our 
merchants  have  received  indemnities  fur  all  former  in- 
jurin.  It  has  been  the  day  of  accounting,  of  settleraeot, 
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and  of  retribution.  The  long  list  of  arrearages,  ex- 
tending through  four  successive  previous  administrations, 
has  been  cinsed  and  settled  up.  The  wrongs  done  to 
commerce  for  thirty  years  back,  and  under  so  many 
different  Presidents,  and  indemnities  withheld  from  all, 
have  been  repaired  and  paid  over  under  the  beneficent 
and  glorious  administration  of  President  Jackson.  But 
one  single  imtanee  of  outrage  has  occurred,  and  that  at 
the  extremities  of  the  world,  and  by  a  piratical  horde, ' 
amenable  to  no  law  but  (he  law  of  force.  The  Malays 
of  Summatra  committed  a  robbery  and  massacre  upon 
an  American  vessel.  Wretches!  they  did  not  then  know 
that  Jackson  was  President  of  the  United  States!  and 
that  no  distance,  no  time,  no  idle  ceremonial  of  treating 
with  robbers  and  assassins,  was  to  hold  back  tbe  arm  of 
justice.  Commodore  Downes  went  out.  His  cannon 
and  his  bayonets  struck  tbe  outlaws  in  thrir  den.  They 
paid  in  terror  and  in  blood  for  the  outrage  which  was 
commitledt  and  the  great  lesson  was  taught  tn  these 
distant  pirates — to  our  antipodes  themselves — that  not 
even  the  entire  diameter  of  this  glube  could  protect 
thero!  and  that  the  name  of  American  citizen,  like  that 
of  Roman  citizen  in  the  great  days  of  the  republic  and 
of  the  empire,  was  to  be  the  inviolable  paispnrt  of  aH 
that  wore  it  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  habit- 
able  world. 

At  home  the  moat  gratifying  picture  presents  itself  to 
the  view:  the  public  debt  paid  off;  taxes  reduced  onq 
half;  the  completion  of  the  public  defences  systematical- 
ly commencedi  the  compact  with  Georgia,  uncomplied 
with  aince  1803,  now  curried  into  effect,  and  her  soil 
ready  to  be  freed,  as  ber  jurisdiction  has  been  delivered 
from  the  presence  and  encumbrance  of  an  Indian  popu- 
lation. -MisaiMippi  and  Alabama,  Georgia,  Tenneasee 
and  North  Carolina,  Oliio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri, 
and  Arkansas,  in  a  word,  all  the  States  encumbered  with 
an  Indian  population,  have  been  relieved  from  that  en- 
cumbrance; and  the  Indians  themselves  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  new  and  permanent  homes,  every  way  better 
adapted  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  exiatence,  the  preaer- 
vatioa  of  their  rights,  and  the  improvement  of  their  con- 
dition. 

The  eurrency  ii  not  mined!  On  the  contrary,  fercn- 
ty<five  milliona  of  specie  in  the  country  is  a  spectacle 
never  seen  before,  and  is  the  barrier  of  the  people 
against  the  designs  of  any  hanks  which  may  attempt 
Buspend  payments,  and  to  force  a  dishonored  paper  cur- 
rency upon  tbe  community.  These  seventy-five  mil- 
lions are  the  security  of  the  people  against  the  dangers 
of  a  depreciated  and  inconvertible  paper  money.  Gold, 
after  a  disappearance  of  thirty  years,  ia  restored  to  our 
country.  All  Kurope  beholds  wllb  admintion  the  suc- 
cess nf  our  eflTorts,  in  three  years,  to  supply  ourselves 
with  tbe  currency  which  our  constitution  guaranties,  and 
which  the  example  of  France  and  Holland  showa  to  be 
so  easily  attainable,  and  of  such  incalculable  value  to  in- 
dustry, morals,  economy,  and  solid  wealth.  The  suc- 
cess of  these  efforts  ia  styled,  ia  the  best  London  pipcni, 
not  merely  a  reformation,  but  a  revolution  in  the  eurren- 
cy! a  revolution  by  which  our  America  is  now  regaining 
from  Europe  the  gold  and  silver  which  shb  has  been 
sending  to  them  for  thirty  years  past. 

Domestic  industry  is  not  paralyzed,  confidence  is  not 
destroyed,  factories  are  not  stopped,  workmen  are  not 
mendicants  for  bread  and  employment,  credit  is  not  ex- 
tinguialied,  pricea  have  not  sunk,  grass  ia  not  growing 
in  the  atreett  of  populous  cities,  the  wharves  are  not 
lumbered  with  decaying  vessels,  columns  of  curses,  rising 
from  the  bosoms  of  a  ruined  and  agonized  people,  are 
not  ascending  to  heaven  against  the  destroyer  of  a  na- 
tion's felicity  and  prosperity.  On  the  contrary,  the  re- 
verae  of  all  this  is  true!  tad  true  to  a  degree  that  aston- 
ishes and  bewilders  tbe  senses.   I  kqpw  that  all  is  not 
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gold  Ihat  glitters;  th«t  there  is  a  difference  between  i 
tpecious  Mid  ft  Rolid  prospprity.  I  know  tlikt  a  part  of 
tbe'preaeni  prosperity  ia  apparent  only,  the  effect  of  an 
increase  of  fifly  millions  of  paper  money  forced  into  cir- 
culation by  one  thousand  banks;  but  after  making  due 
aliowance  for  this  fictitious  and  delusive  excess,  ilie  real 
prosperity  of  the  country  is  still  unprecedently  and  tran- 
scendently  great.  I  know  that  every  flow  must  be  foU 
lowed  by  its  ebb,  that  every  etpansion  must  be  follow- 
ed by  its  contraction.  I  know  that  a  revulsion  in  the 
paper  Bystem  is  inevitable;  but  I  know,  also,  that  these 
seventy-five  millions  of  gold  and  silver  is  the  bulwark  of 
the  country,  and  will  enable  every  honest  bank  to  meet 
ita  liabilities,  and  every  prudent  citizen  to  take  care  of 
himself. 

Turning  to  some  poinli  in  the  cii^l  adminiilralion  of 
President  Jaokaon,  and  how  much  do  we  not  find  to  ad- 
mire! The  great  cause  of  the  constitution  has  been  vin- 
dicated from  an  imputation  of  more  than  forty  years'  du- 
ration. He  has  demonstrated,  by  the  fact  itself,  that  a 
national  bank  is  not  "  necessary"  to  the  fiscal  operations 
of  the  Federal  Government,  and  in  Ihat  demonslration 
he  has  upset  the  argument  of  General  Hamilton,  and  Ibe 
decision  of  the  Sapremc  Court  of  the  United  States,  and 
all  that  ever  has  been  aud  in  fiivor  of  Ibe  constitutionality 
of  a  national  bank.  All  this  argument  and  decision  rest- 
ed upon  the  single  assumption  of  the  "necessity^  of 
that  institution  lo  the  Pedeml  Government.  He  has 
shown  it  is  not  "necessary;"  that  tbe  currency  of  the 
constitution,  and  especially  a  gold  currency,  ii  all  that 
the  Federal  Government  wants,  snd  that  she  can  get 
that  whenever  she  pleases.  In  this  stifle  act  he  has 
vindicated  the  constitution  from  an  unjust  imputation, 
nnd  knocked  from  under  the  deoiion  of  tbe  Supreme 
Court  the  asnined  fact  on  which  it  rested.  He  has  pre- 
pared the  way  for  Ihe  reversal  of  that  decision;  afid  it  isa 
question  for  lawyers  to  answer,  whether  the  case  is  not 
ripe  for  the  application  of  that  writ  ot  most  remedial  na- 
ture, as  Lord  Coke  calls  it,  and  which  was  invented  kst 
in  any  case  there  should  be  an  oppreaiive  defect  of  jus> 
tke— the  venerable  writ  of  audita  querela  defendenti»—lo 
Mcertain  the  Irifth  of  a  fact  hsppenin|r  since  the  judg- 
ment, and  upon  the  due  finding  of  which  the  judgment 
will  be  vacated.  Let  the  lawyers  bring  their  books, 
and  answer  tis  if  there  ii  not  a  case  here  presented  for 
tWappIication  of  that  ancient  and  most  remedial  writ. 

T/om  President  Jackson  the  countrv  has  first  learned 
the  true  theory  and  practical  intent  ot  the  constitution, 
in  giving  to  the  ^ecutive  a  qualified  negative  on  the 
legnlalive  power  of  Ccmgrew.  F^r  from  being  an  odi- 
ous, dangerous,  or  king!y  prerogative,  this  power,  as 
vested  in  the  Present,  is  nothing  but  a  qualified  copy 
of  the  famous  veto  power  vested  in  the  tribunes  of  the 
people  among  the  Romans,  and  intended  to  suspend  the 
passage  of  a  law  until  the  people  themselves  should  have 
lime  to  consider  it.  Tbe  qualified  veto  of  the  President 
destroys  notbingt  it  only  delays  the  pasasge  of  a  law, 
and  refers  it  to  the  people  for  their  conndcratltin  and 
deciuon.  It  is  the  reference  of  Ihe  law,  not  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House,  or  of  the  whole  House,  but  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  Uniuo.  It  isa  reeonmitmrnt  of 
the  bill  to  Ihe  people,  for  them  to  examine  and  consid- 
er) and  if,  upon  this  examination,  they  are  content  to 
pass  it,  it  will  pass  at  the  next  srssion.  The  delay  of  a 
few  months  is  the  only  effect  of  a  veto  in  a  case  where 
the  people  shall  ultimately  approve  a  lawi  where  they 
do  not  apprfwc  it,  the  interpoaitioD  of  the  veto  ia  the 
barrier  which  mvei  them  the  infliction  of  a  law,  tbe  re- 
peal  of  which  might  afterwards  be  almoat  imposrible. 
The  qualified  nrgative  is,  ihrrefore,  a  beneficent  power, 
intended,  as  General  Hamilton  expressly  declares  in  the 
Federalist,  to  protect,  first,  (he  executive  department 
from  the  encroachments  of  tbe  legislative  department  i 
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and.  secondly,  to  preserve  the  people  from  hasty,  dan- 
gerous, or  criminal  legialation  on  the  part  of  iheir  repre- 
sentatives. Tilts  is  the  design  and  intention  of  the  veto 
power;  and  the  fear  expressed  by  General  Hamilton  wai, 
that  Presidents,  so  far  from  exercising  it  too  of^en,  would 
not  exercise  it  as  of^en  as  the  safety  of  the  people  re- 
quired; thai  they  might  lack  the  moral  courage  to  stake 
tliemselves  in  opposition  to  a  favorite  measure  of  the 
majority  of  Uie  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  thus  de- 
prive the  people,  in  many  inatances,  of  their  right  to 
pass  upon  a  bill  before  it  becomes  a  final  law.  The 
eases  in  which  President  Jackson  has  exerciaed  the  veto 
power  haa  shown  the  soundness  of  tiiese  obarrvations. 
No  ordinary  Pre^dent  would  have  staked  himself  against 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  two  Houtea  of 
Congreas,  In  1S33.  It  rcquirad  Frcudent  Jackson  to 
confront  that  power— lo  stem  that  torrent— to  stay  Ibe 
progress  of  that  charter,  and  to  refer  it  to  the  people 
for  their  decision.  His  moral  courage  was  equal  to  the 
crisis.  He  arrested  the  charter  until  it  could  go  to  the 
people,  and  they  have  arrested  it  forever.  Had  he  not 
done  so,  the  charter  would  have  become  law,  and  its 
repeal  almost  imposrible.  The  people  of  the  whole 
Union  would  now  have  been  in  tbe  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania,  bestrode  by  Ihe  monster,  in  dailf 
conflict  with  him,  and  maintaininl;  a  doubtful  contest  for 
supremacy  between  Ihe  Government  of  ■  Slate  and  the 
directory  of  a  moneyed  corporation. 

To  detail  specific  acts  which  adorn  the«dministration 
of  President  Jsekaon,  and  illustrate  the  intuitive  sagacity 
of  his  intellect,  the  firmnem  of  hb  mind,  hia  disregard 
of  personal  popularity,  and  hia  entire  devoUon  to  Ibe 
public  good,  would  be  inconsistent  with  thia  rapid 
sketch,  intended  merely  to  present  general  views,  and 
not  to  detail  aingle  actions,  howsoever  worthy  they  may 
be  of  a  aplendid  page  in  the  volume  of  history.   But  bow 
can  we  pass  over  the  great  measure  of  the  removal  of  the 
public  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  Ihe  linited  States  in  the 
autumn  of  1833?  that  wise,  heroic,  and  masterly  meas- 
ure of  prevention,  which  has  rescued  an  empire  from 
the  fanga  of  a  merctless,  revengeful,  greedy,  insatiate, 
implac»let  moneyed  power!  It  is  a  remarkfor  which  I 
am  indebttd  to  the  philosophic  observation  of  my  moat 
esteemed  colleague  and  friend,  (pointing  lo  Dr.  Lisir,) 
that,  while  it  requires  fur  greater  talent  to  foresee 
evil  before  it  happens,  and  to  arrest  'Aj>y  piecautionary 
measures,  than  it  requires  to  apply  an  adequate  remedy 
lo  the  same  evil  after  it  has  happened,  yet  Ihe  applause 
bestowed  by  Ihe  world  ii  ilwaya  greatest  in  the  latter 
case.   Of  tnu  the  removal  of  tne  public  moneys  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  ia  an  eminent  instance. 
Tbe  vetfi  of  1833,  which  arrested  the  charter  which 
Congress  had  granted,  immediiitely  received  the  ap- 
plause and  spprobation  of  a  majority  of  the  Union(  the 
removal  of  Ihe  deposites,  which  prevented  the  bank  from 
forcing  a  reeharter,  was  disapproved  by  a  large  majority 
of  the  country,  and  even  of  his  own  friendsi  yet  the  veto 
would  have  been  unavuling,  and  tbe  bank  would  Inevi- 
tably hnvebeen  rechartered,  if  the  depoMtet  bad  not 
been  removed.    The  immense  sums  of  public  money 
since  accumulated  would  have  enabled  the  bank,  if  she 
had  retained  the  posseasion  of  it,  to  have  coerced  a  re- 
charter.  Nothing  but  the  removal  could  have  prevented 
her  from  extorting  a  reeharter  from  the  auffrringa  and 
terrors  of  the  perple.    If  it  had  not  been  for  that  meas- 
ure, Ihe  previous  veto  would  have  been  unavailing^  the 
bank  wouM  liAve  been  ag^n  inalalird  in  power,  am  this 
entire  Frdeni  Qovemment  would  have  been  held  aa  an 
appendage  to  that  bank,  and  administered  according  to 
her  direction*,  and  by  her  nominees,    lliat  great  meas- 
ure of  prevention,  the  removal  of  Ibe  depositesy  though 
feebly  and  faintly  supported  by  friends  at  firat,  haa  ex- 
I  pcllcd  tbe  bank  from  the  field,  and  dqTcn  her  into  nbcy  • 
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uwe  under  a  State  charter.  She  it  not  dead*  but,  hold- 
in;  ber  capital  and  atockholders  toffetber  unider  a  Slate 
charter,  ac  hai  taken  a  position  to  watch  erenta,  and  to 
prdit  bjr  them.  The  royal  tiger  bu  ^one  into  the 
jungle!  and,  crouched  on  bia  belly,  he  awaita  the  firnr* 
able  moment.  Tor  emerging  from  bis  cover,  and  qiringing 
on  the  body  of  the  unnitpicioua  traveller! 

The  Treasury  order  for  excludinff  p*per  money  from 
the  land  ofBce*  ii  another  wise  measure,  originating  in  an 
enlightened  forecait,  and  preventing  ^reat  mischieh. 
The  Preiideat  Toretaw  the  evib  of  auncrtng  a  thouiand 
■treama  of  p>per  money,  inuing  from  a  thoonnd  diffisr- 
ent  banfc^  to  diacbarge  themaeirei  on  the  national  do- 
main. He  foresaw  that  if  theae  currents  were  allowed 
to  run  their  courae,  that  the  public  lands  would  be  swept 
away,  the  Treasury  would  be  filled  with  irredeemable 
paper,  a  vast  number  of  banks  must  be  broken  by  their 
folly,  and  ihe  cry  set  up  that  nothing  but  a  national  bank 
could  regulate  the  currency.  He  slopped  the  course  of 
these  alreama  of  papeff  and,  .in  ao  doing,  baa  saved  the 
country  frooi  a  great  calamity,  and  excited  anew  the 
machinatlooB  of  tnoae  whoae  aebemea  of  gain  and  mla- 
chief  have  been  disappointed,  and  who  had  counted  on 
a  new  edition  of  panic  and  pressure,  and  again  asluting 
Ccmgress  wilb  the  old  story  of  confidence  destroyed,  cur- 
rency ruined,  prosperity  annihilated,  and  distress  pro- 
duced,  by  the  tyranny  of  one  man.  They  began  their 
lugubrious  smigi  but  ridicule  and  contempt  have  proved 
ttK>  strong  for  money  and  inaolencei  and  the  panic  letter 
of  the  ex-president  of  the  deoationaltxed  bank,  after 
limping  ab>*ut  for  a  few  days,  has  abrunk  from  the  lash 
of  public  <corn,  and  disappeared  from  the  forum  of  pub- 
lic debate. 

The  difficulty  with  France :  wfaat  an  instance  it  preaents 
of  the  superior  sagacity  of  President  Jackson  over  all 
Ihe  common-place  politicians  who  beset  and  impede  his 
administration  at  home!  That  difficulty,  inflamed  and 
aggravated  by  domestic  faction,  wore,  at  one  time,  a 
portentous  aspecit  the  skill,  firmness,  elevation  of  pur- 
poa?,  wid  manty  frankness,  of  the  President,  avoided  the 
danger,  accomplished  the  object,  commanded  the  admi- 
ration of  Europe,  and  retained  the  friendship  of  France. 
He  conducted  tlie  delicate  aifair  to  a  successful  and 
mutually  honorable  issue.  All  is  amicably  and  happily 
terminated,  ICiving  not  a  wound,  nor  even  a  scar,  be- 
h-nd— leaving  the  Frenchman  and  American  on  tbe 
ground  on  which  they  have  stood  for  finy  years,  and 
should  forever  stand;  the  ground  of  fricndahip,  respect, 
good  will,  and  mutual  wishes  for  the  honor,  luppinesi^ 
and  prosperity,  of  each  oUier.  ^ 

But  why  this  specification?  So  beneficent  and  so  glo- 
rious has  been  the  administration  of  this  President,  that 
where  to  begin,  and  where  to  end,  in  the  enumeration 
of  great  measures,  would  be  Ibe  embarraasment  ofhim 
who  baa  taia  eulwy  to  make.  He  eanM  into  ofBee  the 
firat  of  generals;  be  goes  out  the  first  of  statesmen.  His 
civil  competitors  have  shared  Ihe  fate  of  bis  military  op- 
ponents; and  Washington  city  has  been  to  the  American 
politicians  who  have  assailed  him,  what  New  Orleans  was 
to  tlie  British  generals  who  attacked  his  lines.  Re- 
pulsed! driven  back!  discomfited!  crushed!  has  been 
the  fate  of  all  assailants,  foreign  and  domestic,  civil  and 
militanr.  At  bonne  and  abroad,  the  impress  of  his  genius 
and  uf^his  character  is  felt.  He  has  impressed  upon  the 
■ge  in  vbioh  he  lives  the  stamp  of  his  arm^  of  his  diplo- 
mat^, and  of  bis  domestic  policy.  In  a  word,  so  tran- 
sceiklentliave  been  the  merit*  of  his  ailministraliun,  that 
the/  have  operated  a  miracle  upon  the  minds  of  his  most 
inveterate  opponents.  He  baa  expunged  their  objcctiaos 
to  military  chieftains.'  He  baa  shown  them  that  they 
w-re  mistaken;  that  military  men  were  not  the  danger- 
nui  rulers  they  had  imagined,  but  safe  and  prospernus 
conductors  of  Ibe  vessel  of  state.   He  bu  changed  their 


fear  into  luve.  With  visible  signs  Ibey  admit  tlieir  error, 
and,  instead  of  deprecating,  Ibey  now  invoke  the  reign 
ofeMefUins.  Tbey  labored  bard  to  procure  a  military 
successor  to  Ibe  present  incumbent;  and  if  their  love  goes 
on  increasing  at  tbe  aame  rate,  the  republic  may  be 
put  to  the  expense  of  periodical  wars,  to  breed  a  per- 
petual succession  of  these  chieftains  to  rule  over  them 
and  their  posterity  forever. 

To  drop  thia  irony,  which  the  inconsistency  of  mad  op- 
ponents has  provoked,  and  to  return  to  the  plain  de- 
lineatiima  of  historical  painting,  tbe  mind  instinctively 
dwell*  on  the  vast  and  unprecedented  popularity  of  tbia 
President.  Great  is  the  influence,  great  the  power, 
greater  than  any  man  ever  before  possessed  in  our  Amer- 
ica, which  he  hiu  acquired  over  the  public  mind.  And 
how  has  he  acquired  itf  Not  by  the  arts  ofintrgue,  or 
the  juggling  tricks  of  diplomacy!  not  by  under- 
mining rivals,  or  sacrificing  public  intereala  for  the 
gratification  of  classes  or  iudividuala.  But  be  has  ac- 
quired it,  firat,  by  ibe  exercise  of  an  intuitive  lagadijr 
which,  leaving  all  book  learning  at  an  immeasunbla 
distance  behind,  baa  always  enabled  him  to  adopt  the 
right  remedy,  at  the  right  time,  and  to  conquer  soonest 
when  the  men  of  forms  and  office  thought  bim  most  near 
to  ruin  and  despair.  Next,  by  a  moral  courage  which 
knew  noTear  when  the  public  good  beckoned  him  to  go 
on.  Last,  and  chiefeat,  be  bas  acquired  it  by  an  open 
honesty  of  purpose,  which  knew  no  coneealmentaf  by  a 
straigbt-forwarduesa  of  action,  which  disdained  the 
forms  of  office  and  the  arts  of  intriguei  by  a  disinter- 
estedness of  motive,  which  knew  no  selfisli  or  sordid 
calculation;  a  devotednesa  of  patriotism,  which  staked 
every  thing  personal  on  the  issue  of  every  measure 
which  Ihe  public  welfare  required  him  to  adopt.  By 
these  qualities,  and  these  mean^  he  baa  acquired  bii 
prodigious  popularity  and  his  transcendent  mfluence 
over  the  public  mind;  and  if  there  are  any  who  envy 
that  influence  and  popularity,  let  them  envy,  also,  and 
emulate,  if  thejf  can,  the  qualities  and  means  by  which 
they  were  acquired. 

Great  has  been  the  oppusition  to  President  Jackson  a 
administration;  greater,  perhaps,  than  ever  has  been 
exhibited  against  snv  Government,  short  of  actual  insur- 
rection and  forcible  resistance.  Revolution  has  been 
procblmed!  and  every  thing  has  been  done  that  could 
be  expeefed  to  produce  revolution.  Tbe  coiintry*aa 
been  alarmed,  agitated,  convulsed.  From  the  Senate 
chamber  to  the  village  bar-room,  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other,  denunciation,  agitation,  excite- 
ment, has  been  the  order  of  the  day.  For  eight  years 
the  Preaident  of  this  republic  has  stood  upon  a  volcano, 
vomiting  fire  and  flames  upon  him,  and  threatening  the 
country  itself  with  ruin  and  desolation,  if  the  people  did 
not  expel  Ibe  usurper,  despot,  and  tyrant,  as  be  was 
called,  from  tbe  high  place  to  which  the  sufTragea  of 
millions  of  freemen  had  elevated  him.  , 

Great  is  the  confidence  which  he  has  always  repoaed  in 
the  discernment  and  equity  of  the  American  people.  I 
have  been  accustomed  to  see  liim  for  many  years,  and  un- 
der many  discouraging  trials;  but  never  saw  him  doubt, 
for  an  inatant,  the  liliimate  support  of  the  people.  It  was 
my  privilege  to  see  him  often,  and  during  the  moat 
gloomy  period  of  the  panic  conspiracy,  when  tbe  wbole 
earth  seemed  to  be  in  commotion  against  him,  and  when 
many  friends  were  faltering,  and  stout  hearts  were 
quailing,  before  the  raging  storm  which  bank  macfaina- 
3on,  and  senatorial  denunciation,  had  conjured  up  to 
overwhelm  him.  I  saw  him  in  tbe  darkest  monmits  of 
this  fjloomy  period;  and  never  did  I  see  his  confident 
in  the  ultimate  support  of  his  fellow-citizens  forsake  bim 
for  an  insUnl.  He  always  said  the  people  would  rtand 
by  those  who  stand  by  them;  and  nobly  have  Uiey  justi- 
titA  that  confidrnee!  Tliat  verdiotril«  v«'«pf  ""'"'On^ 
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which  now  dMnandt  the  eipurgilion  of  that  ■enience 
which  the  Scmta  and  lh«  b»Dlc  then  pronounced  upon 
bim,  i«  the  mi^iftctnt  revpoiwe  or  the  people*!  hearti 
-to  the  Implicit  confidence  which  he.  then  reposed  in 
them.  But  it  wm  oot  In  the  people  only  that  he  had 
conGdenoet  there  w»a  another,  and  a  fkr  higher  Power, 
to  which  he  cwulantly  looked  to  nre  the  country,  and 
It!  derendeni,  from  every  dan^rt  and  aignal  eventi 
prove  that  he  did  not  look  to  that  high  Power  in  rain. 

Sir,  I  ihink  it  right,  in  approaching  the  termination  of 
thii  great  queation,  to  present  thia  faint  and  rapid  aketch 
of  the  brilliant,  brneficcnt,  and  glorious  administration 
of  President  Jackson.  It  is  not  for  me  lo  attempt  to  do 
it  justieet  it  ia  not  for  ordinary  men  to  attempt  its  histo- 
ry. Hii  military  lif^  resplendent  with  dsstlmg  events, 
will  dcmuid  the  pen  t  nervom  writert  bis  civil  id< 
ministration,  replete  wUli  scenes  which  have  called  Into 
action  so  nany  and  such  various  passions  of  the  human 
hesri,  and  which  has  given  to  native  sagacity  so  many 
victories  over  practised  pnlittcians,  will  require  the  pro- 
found,  luminous,  and  philosophical  conceptions  of  a 
Livy,  a  Plutarch,  or  a  Sallust.  This  history  is  not  to  be 
written  in  our  day.  The  cotemporaries  of  such  events 
■re  not  tb«  bands  to  describe  them.  Time  must  first  do 
its  office — must  niencc  the  paswoni^  remove  the  sctm-a, 
develop  eonsequences,  and  canonize  all  that  is  sacred 
to  honor,  patriotism,  and  glory.  In  after  ages  the  his- 
toric genius  of  our  America  shall  pfoduee  the  writers 
which  the  subject  demands— men  far  removed  from  the 
eontesta  of  this  dsy,  who  wilt  know  buw  to  estimate  this 
great  epoch,  and  how  to  acquire  an  immortafity  for  Ihrir 
own  nsmcs  by  painting,  with  a  master's  band,  the  im- 
inortal  events  of  the  patriot  President's  life. 

And  now,  wr,  1  finish  the  task  which,  three  years  ago, 
I  imposed  on  myself.  Solitary  atid  alone,  and  amidst 
the  jeers  and  thunts  of  my  opponents,  I  put  this  ball  in 
motion.  The  people  have  taken  it  up,  and  rolled  it  for- 
ward, and  1  am  no  longer  any  thing  but  a  unit  in  ihe 
vast  mass  which  now  propels  it.  In  the  name  of  that 
mass  1  speak.  I  demand  the  execution  of  the  edict  of 
the  people)  I  demand  the  expui^llon  of  that  sentence 
which  the  voice  of  a  few  Senators,  and  the  power  of 
tbeir  eonfederale,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  has 
caused  to  be  placed  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate,  and 
which  the  voice  of  millions  or  freemen  has  nrdered  to  be 
eininged  from  it. 

When  Mr.  Bsvtob  had  concluded, 

Mr.  DANA  commenced  a  speech  in  support  of  the 
resotution,  but,  af^  spesking  for  about  fifteen  minute^ 
without  concluding,  yielded  the  floor  to 

Mr.  GRUNDY,  on  whose  motion 

IIm  Senate  adjourned. 

FaiDAT,  JiMVAKX  U. 

The  CIIAIR  presented  ibe  eredenttala  of  TaowAa 
CuiTOv.  elected  a  Senator  from  Delaware,  in  the 
place  of  the  Hon.  Joav  M.  Clattov,  resigned. 

EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 
The  Semte  proceeded  to  the  further  considerstion  of 
tbe  qiecial  order,  the  expungirg  resolution  of  Mr.  Bin- 
vow. 

Mr.  DANA,  who  was  entitled  to  Ibe  floor,  addressed 
tbe  Chair  as  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  Having  ao  recently  tsken  a  seat  in  this 
chamber,  and  having  neither  inclination  nor  skill  for 
public  debate,  I  should  moat  gladly  have  given  a  «lent 
vote  on  this  subject^  but,  sir,  the  citizens  of  the  State 
wbieh  I,  in  connexion  with  my  colieagiie,  Itave  the 
honor  to  represent,  take  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in 
this  queation,  and  I  should  be  thought  remiss  In  my  du- 
ly, and  regardlest  of  ihetr  feelings^  were  I  lo  remain 


silent  upon  it.  Maine,  sir,  is  at  one  extremity  of  tbe 
Union,  in  a  high  latitude  and  cold  eliraalei  but,  air,  she 
has  a  fertile  soil,  immenae  forests  of  timber,  with  her 
thousand  stresms  to  bear  it  to  the  ocean  t  she  is  a  border 
Stale,  sorted  by  tbe  dominion  of  bis  Britannic  Majeatyt 
she  has  a  targe  territory  (if  she  was  permitted  to  enjoy 
it)  and  a  boundless  seaboard,  indented  with  numberlesa 
baya  and  harbors,  filled  with  ship  yards,  ship^  and 
commereei  these  lead  her  citizens  to  an  intercourse  with 
the  subjects  of  their  royal  neighbor,  and  by  them  we 
are  told  that  we  have  no  Govemmenti  that  our  King  ia 
d^posedt"  that  our  President  haa  been  tried  and  coo- 
demned  by  our  Senate,  and  that  soon  we  shall  come 
under  the  dom'mton  of  their  Kii^.  However  gratifying 
this  thought  may  be  to  aome  in  our  Union,  it  haa  but 
few  advocates  with  u*.  This  leada  the  hardy,  (nduMrt- 
ous,  inquisitive  citisens  of  the  East  to  inquire,  what  baa 
our  beloved  President  done^  Is  it  true  that  the  Senate 
have  condemcd  htm^  Can  it  be  that  he,  whobaatri< 
umphantly  carried  us  through  so  many  perils,  and  always 
been  the  people's  friend,  baa  betrayed  ua  at  Ustf  Let 
aa  look  into  itt  let  ua  examine  the  subject!  WKh  this 
inquiring  spirit,  so  peculiar  to  the  people  of  the  North, 
my  eonitliuenU  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  a 
bir  and  full  invest^tion  of  this  suhjeel,  and  a  just  and 
impartial  decision  of  the  same.  And  that  I  may  the 
more  readily  come  to  the  investigation  of  it,  and  not 
wander  from  it,  1  ask  permission  to  have  the  resolution 
of  March  98,  1834,  read  from  the  desk. 

This  resolution,  (in  these  words:  *'  Raobedt  That  the 
President,  in  the  late  proceeding  tn  rehtion  to  the  reve- 
nue, has  assumed  on  himself  authority  snd  |iower  not 
conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  deroga* 
lion  of  both,")  holds  up  the  President  to  the  people  as  a 
usurper)  w«  violator  of  that  conatitutitHi  which  he  baa 
•worn  to  support. 

My  Brat  inauiry,  Mr.  President,  is,  how  was  this  reso- 
lution passed'  In  what  capacity  did  this  honorable  Sen- 
ate act  wjien  they  passed  it.'  This  body  has  a  legislative 
and  executive  character,  and,  in  ona  instance,  and^  in 
one  alone,  a  judicial  character,  viz:  the  trying  of  im- 
peachments. Although  the  Senate  has  a  legislative 
character,  yet  it  is  prcaumeil  that  this  body  would  not 
act  in  that  capacity  only  on  subjects  of  legislation.  And 
this  surely  could  not  be  such  i  there  ii  no  matter  on  which 
legislative  action  could  be  hsd.  If  the  President  was 
guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and  laws,  if  be 
had  committed  high  crimes  and  miadcmeanors,  no  legis- 
lation would  reach  himi  be  must  be  tried  by  Uie  conati- 
tution  and  tbe  laws,  as  they  existed  at  the  lime  of  hia 
supposed  offence.  To  me  it  is  clear  that  this  honorable 
body  had  no  legislative  juris>liction  on  this  subject.  Did 
thry  then  act  in  their  executive  capacity^  No,  siri  for 
their  records  show  no  such  proceeding  in  the  execu- 
tive business.  He  must  have  been  tried,  then,  by  thia 
honorable  Senate  in  their  judicial  capacity  t  and  tliis  body 
haa  the  sole  power  to  try  all  indictments  given  it  by  the 
constitution,  and  when  sitting  lor  that  pui^ote,  in  their 
judicial  character.  The  rules  of  procedorr,  aa  adopted 
December  31,  1804,  In  this  honorable  Senste,  to  be  ob- 
served in  esses  of  impeachment,  require  "that  at  IS 
o'clock  of  the  dsy  appointed  for  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment, the  legislative  and  executive  business  shall  be 
suspended,"  and  the  Secretary  shall  then  administer  the 
fxllowing  oath  to  the  President  of  tbe  Senatei,**Tou 
solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  in  all  things  appertain- 
ing to  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  — ■  , 
you  will  do  impartial  justice,  according  to  the  cnnatitu- 
tion  and  laws  of  the  United  States^  and  the  President 
shall  administer  the  said  oath  to  each  Senator  present." 
This  clearly  shows,  Mr.  President,  the  views  which  this 
honorable  body  had  heretofore  entertainrd  of  their  own 
powers  and  at  a  time,  too,  when  tlicy  were  cotd  and 
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dispuMooate,  >ih1  about  to  exercise  their  high  judicial 
funclioDi.  Here*  atr,  you  And  an  iDporlant  fact,  that 
the  Senate  never  did  exerciae  their  kgiiUtire  and  judi- 
cial funetioni  at  the  lame  timet  lhe7  distinct  ia  their 
oalarea,  and  have  erer  been  to  considered  by  this  honor- 
able body,  and  so  exercised  by  them  until  the  28th  of 
March,  IftJ^  when,  for  some  purpose,  of  which  I  will 
not  now  speak,  fur  the  first  time,  (snd  God  grint  that  it 
may  be  foe  the  last,)  the  legislative  and  Judicial  fune- 
tiona  of  thta  bodf*  contrary  to  their  own  rules  of  pro- 
f»dure,  and  in  t wlation  of^tbe  constitution,  were  exer- 
cised at  one  and  the  same  time,  and  a  judicial  sentence 
ia  clothed  in  legislative  language.  If  the  object  wa^ 
air,  to  bring  a  bold  offender  to  justice,  w|iy  not  pursue 
the  legal  and  constitutional  course.^  Why  violate  both.' 
But  if  the  object  was  to  exhibit  the  President  as  a  d^irtng 
usurper,  and  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
this  scheme,  this  project,  would  seem  to  bare  been  the 
most  probable  to  aceomptidi  it.  But  it  has  fiiilcdi  to- 
tally hiled. 

Again,  sir,  another  rule  of  this  body  adopted  at  the 
same  time  as  the  former,  requires  that  a  summons  shall 
be  issued  to  the  person  accused,  which  summons  shall 
be  signed  by  their  Secretary,  sealed  with  their  seal,  and 
ae^v(^d  by  the  Sergpant-«t-arms.  litis  rule  also  shows 
clearly  that  this  honorable  body  never  contemplated  the 
cxerctte  of  their  l^slative  and  judicial  functions  at  the 
aame  time.  Then,  sir*  if  this  position  is  correct,  the 
aentenee  of  eondenmalion  contained  in  thw  resolution 
was  a  Judicial  act,  and  could  only  have  been  done  by  a 
judicial  tribunal. 

Again,  sir,  it  is  the  right  of  the  accused  to  have  the 
offence  with  which  he  ia  charged  clearly  and  substan- 
tially set  forth,  and  to  be  duly  notified  of  the  time  and 
place  of  trialt  to  have  an  opportunity  to  appear  before 
this  august  tribunal,  hear  the  allegations  and  proofs 
agunst  him,  and  confront  his  accnsers,  face  to  bee,  and 
then  to  make  bia  defence.  Now,  Ur.  Preudent,  let  me 
ask,  when  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  nation  was  con- 
demned, in  the  resolution  propnspd  to  be  expunged,  did 
this  honorable  body  suspend  legislative  and  executive 
buiincM^  Did  they  organize  themselves  as  a  judicial 
tribunal?  Did  the  President  of  the  Senate  take  the 
aboft  oath,  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  this  honorable 
body?  D!d  he  administer  the  same  to  each  Senator  prea- 
entr  VTu  the  accused  furnished  with  a  full  and  clear 
deaeription  of  the  charges  brcmghfagainst  hmi  Was 
(te  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  triaH  And  was  he 
permitted  to  face  his  accusers?  If  not,  then,  sir,  per- 
mit me  to  ask,  has  he  been  tried  by  the  rules  presented 
by  this  honorable  bodyf  No,  sir)  he  has  been  tried  and 
condemned  for  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  hts  country,  which  he  had  sworn  to  support,  contrary 
to  our  own  rules — rules  which  this  body  bad  adopted 
for  the  trial  of  such  ofTenderaas  he  is  accnaed  of  being. 

Mr.  President,  having  shown  that  the  President  was 
tried  and  condemned  without  form,  I  will  now  inquire 
if  he  has  been  tried  according  to  the  provisions  ol  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  our  country.  In  what  case*,  let 
me  ask,  can  this  honorable  Senate  act  in  their  Judicial 
capacity?  Let  the  constitution  answer:  ''The  Senate 
•hall  have  the  sole  power  to  lay  all  impeachments;'*  and 
that  instranMnt  conveys  to  this  body  no  authority  to  try 
only  in  cases  of  impeachment.  Here  is  the  extent  of  our 
power,  and  here  is  our  authority  limited.  Tes,  nr,  we 
can  (ry  impeachments,  and  impeachments  onlyi  but,  sir, 
can  the  Senate  originate  impeaehmenta?  No,  sir,  they 
cannot.  The  eonslitution  has  declared,,  in  so  many 
words,  that  "the  House  of  Representatives  shall  have 
the  sole  power  of  impeachment."  Have  they  exercised 
that  power?  Have  they  accused  the  President  of  "as- 
suming on  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  law,  and  in  derogation  of  botbr* 


Have  they  impeached  him  ftff  so  doing?  Where  ta  the 
evidence  of  it?  Have  they  notified  the  Senate  of  such 
impeachment?  No,  sir,  they  hive  not  done  it.  The 
impeadiing  power  has  never  acted  in  this  eaae.  They 
have  not  accused  the  President  of  any  offence  whatever. 
Where,  then,  sir,  I  ask,  is  our  jurisdiction?  We  have  no 
power  to  try,  until  the  Houae— the  accusing  power- 
have  impcacbedi  none  at  all,  not  the  shadow  of  any  juris- 
diction. Can  it  be,  sir,  that  without  even  the  forms  pre- 
scribed hy  this  honorable  body,  without  an  intpeach* 
ment,  without  an  accusation  of  any  kind,  we  have  as- 
sumed jurisdiction,  tried,  and  condemned  the  Present 
of  the  United  States  fur  a  violation  of  the  constitution 
and  taws  of  his  country?  And  shall  this  resolution  re- 
main on  our  Journals,  or  ^11  it  be  expunged?  Can  this 
be  done'  Has  this  Senate  a  right  to  do  itr  There  is  no 
rule  of  mure  general  application  than  this.  The  power 
which  creates  can  destroy— the  power  which  can  make, 
can  unmake— the  power  which  puts  up,  can  put  down— 
and  why  should  nut  this  rule  apply  as  well  to  records  aa 
to  all  other  cases?  unless,  sir,  it  should  be  a  record  of 
vested  rights,  about  which  we  have  recently  been  so 
highly  entertainedi  and  I  cannot  perceive  that  there  are 
any  vested  rights  contained  in  this  resolution.  I  think 
the  accused  will  claim  none  in  this  case. 

I  apprehend,  sir,  that  every  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  body  have  a  right  to  alter,  strike  out,  inaert, 
erase,  correct,  snd  amend,  their  records.  It  is  ao  inhe- 
rent, co-ordinate  power,  without  whicli  such  bodies  eouU 
not  exist,  and  transact  their  businesa.  Is  there  a  time 
limited,  within  which  such  alterationa  and  amendments 
should  be  made?  if  so,  what  is  the  time?  A  day?  a 
month'  a  year?  In  the  history,  of  records,  no  such  limit 
is  fixed.  I  trust,  then,  sir,  such  alleralions  may  be  made 
at  the  time  deemed  moat  proper  by  the  body  to  which 
they  belong.  If,  then,  air,  such  bodiea  have  their  records 
under  their  own  control  why  may  they  not  erase,  blot 
out,  expunge,  at  pleasure?  is  there  any  particular  form 
or  manner  in  which  this  shall  be  done?  None.  Then, 
sir,  if  there  is  no  particular  lime  limited  for  doing  this, 
nor  any  manner  prescribed  in  which  it  must  be  done, 
the  time  when,  and  the  manner  of  doing  it,  are  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  bodies  to  whom  the  records  belwig.  If, 
then,  sir,  we  have  the  power  to  expunge  this  resolution, 
is  it  expedient  so  to  do? 

JavvAiT  13.— Mr.  Presidenf,  in  the  remarks  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  submit  yesterday,  on  this  subject,  I 
endeavored  to  show  that  the  resolution  now  proposed  to 
be  expunged  was  unconstitutional  and  informal,  and 
tliat  the  honorable  Senate  had  a  right  to  amend,  alter,  cor- 
rect, or  expunge  it,  at  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as 
they  should  think  proper.  If,  Mr.  President,  1  have  suc- 
ceeded in  this,  one  question  only  remains  to  be  discus- 
sed, viz:  is  it  expedient  to  expunge  the  resolutinnf  In 
reply  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
CaiTTKXDBV,]  1  would  say,  1  would  not  expunge  it 
merely  because  the  Senste  have  the  power  so  to  d<^  nor 
from  party  motives,  nor  for  the  triumphs  of  party,  but 
from  a  solemn  sense  of  duty  I  owe  to  the  country,  to  the 
President,  and  to  the  honorable  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  I  would  expunge  it,  air,  because  the  resolution 
bears  on  its  face  a  contradidion,  a  judicial  sentence 
found  on  a  legislative  Journal,  and  no  evidence  that  it 
came  from  any  judicial  tribunal.  It  is  a  sai^teruriB  ease- 
it  isa  burlesque  on  judicial  trials— it  has  no  paralleli  the 
like  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  our  Country.  No, 
sir,  not  even  the  trials  among  our  pilgrim  fiilhers  at  Sa- 
lem can  compare  with  this  case;  their  finatictsm  triumph- 
ed ovf^r  right,  and  the  innocent  fell  victims  to  the  pre- 
vailing delusioai  but  even  there  tlie  accused  eiyoyed 
privileges  of  which  the  Preddent  was  denied.  The 
accusations  were  'made  known  to  themt  a  time  and 
place  of  bearing  wh  asngned,  i^^^^^^^  bad  an 
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opportunity  f>f  eonrrontinr  the  accuser  and  hia  witneisea 
ncie  to  race,  and  tUe  trial  waa  had  before  a  competent 
Iribundl. 

Tbeae  (rials  «bleh  cast  ao  much  reproadi  on  our  pu> 
ritan  fathen,  bear  no  compariton  to  tlie  one  under  eon- 
wderation.  Nordoea  this  lenience  in  the  resolution  bear 
any  comparison  with  (he  summary  judgment  and  execu- 
tion or  that  relentless  tyrant  who  stalks  through  our 
streets,  carrjring  in  his  train  terror  and  dnmsy.  There, 
air,  publio  indignatioD  bursli  forth  with  fury,  (ever 
to  be  dreaded,)  but  soon  subsiding.  Here,  sir,  the 
worm,  the  canker-worm,  it  at  the  heart  of  the  conatiiu- 
lion.  Yes,  sir,  in  (his  hati,  Ihta  citadel  of  constitutional 
rights;  in  this  temple,  within  the  veil,  the  judicial  cratine 
bas  been  stained,  the  eonslilulion  violated,  and  a  btol 
cast  upon  our  national  escutcheon;  a  blot  which  many 
waters  cannot  wash  out,  nor  many  years  effitce.  What, 
then,  shall  be  done^  Let  ua  expunge  the  resolution. 
Not,  nr,  beoause  it  detracts  from  the  character  of  the 
President,  or  will  In  any  way  afTeet  it.  His  reputation, 
tiia  fame,  are  imperishable.  He  lives  in  the  hearts  and 
afTections  of  the  present  generationi  and  history  will 
place  him  beside  (he  founder  of  fuir  republic,  and  after 
agea  will  hail  him  as  the  saviour  of  it.  Andrew  Jackson 
has  no  equalt  his  whole  life  is  a  miracle.  See  him  in 
youth,  a  fatherless,  friendless,  penniless  boy,  the  son  of 
■  foreigne--,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land.  Examine  him 
in  every  atage  of  his  cziatenee,  and  we  are  impelled  to 
exclaim,  wonderful  man!  reared  by  Providence  to  guide 
the  dealiniea  of  his  country,  and  to  exhibit  the  perfection 
and  moral  ^ndeur  of  human  nature.  1  am  not  clear, 
air,  but  it  was  neeeisary  to  the  perfection  of  hit  ^arae- 
ter  that  he  was  that  violently  usailed  and  condemned  by 
this  resolution. 

If  this  resolution  had  not  been  passed,  his  masterly 
answer,  one  of  the  prmideat  mooumenis  of  bis  fame, 
would  never  have  beenacen.  Like  the  oak,  which  has 
wilhalood  the  blasts  for  year^,  it  mutt  endure  the  fury  of 
the  whirlwind  and  (he  tempest,  before  it  can  become  the 
king  of  the  furest.  That  answer,  sir,  like  its  author, 
was  doomed  to  undergo  the  most  violent  attacks,  the 
fouleii  aspersions.  It  was  even  denied  a  place  on  the 
(ilea  or  the  Senate;  snd,  like  its  author,  too,  it  gained  ad- 
miration wherever  it  was  known.  I  said,  sir,  that  An- 
drew Jackson  a'ood  alone.  Where  can  you  find  his  fel- 
low I  Look  among  the  sovereigns  of  the  earib.  Look 
where  you  w''il1,  and  you  look  in  vain.  Go  to  the  recorda 
of  the  mighty  dead,  and  where  will  you  find  his  equal? 
Shall  such  a  man  stand  condemned  on  the  records  ot  this 
honorable  Senate,  unaccused  and  unheard?  "Tell  it 
not  in  Gath." 

Again,  sir,  I  would  expunge  this  resolution,  lest  it 
should  be  considered  aa  a  precedent,  ir,  sir,  it  is  per- 
mitted to  remain,  at  some  future  period  of  great  excite- 
ment, when  paasion  and  prejudice  shall  triumph  over 
retwm,  and  the  eonsUtuOon  dull  be  made  to  tubserve 
the  purposes  of  disappointed  ambitiont  when  a  Presi- 
dent, len  powerful  than  General  Jickson,  shall  be  in 
the  way  ol^ presidential  aspirants,  we  may  see  the  same 
aeenes  of  March,  1834,  acted-over  again;  and  the  power 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate  broken,  and  that  branch  uf  the 
Government  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  this.  Then,  sir, 
will  our  GovernmenLbe  ended,  and  the  last  hope  of 
civil  liberty  be  exiinguiabed.  Far,  far  distant  be  that 
evil  day. 

Another  reason,  tir,  why  I  would  expunge  this  resolu- 
tion is,  because  it  violalea  a  vital  principle  in  our  consti- 
tution and  destroys  one  of  (he  dearekt  and  most  im- 
pfMlant  rights  we  poiaess,  viz:  a  full,  fair,  and  impartial 
trial;  and  because,  sir,  the  Chief  Mugistrate  of  this  na- 
tion—one who  has  dene  more  for  it  than  any  man  liv- 
ing^yet^  the  very  man  **  who  hat  filled  the  measure  of 
bitoountry't  gloi7*'-^u  unjuitlyand  uncontiitutioDtHy 


been  deprived  of  this  privilege,  one  to  which  Uie  mean- 
est citizen  ia  entitled,  and  baa  been  condemned  without 
a  hearmg.  And  again,  ur,  1  would  blot  out  this  resolu- 
tion fhim  our  rec»rda,  because  the  American  people 
have  pronounced  judgment  against  it;  and  not  only  Ihejr, 
hut  the  people  of  both  continents  have  done  it.  Nur  ii 
this  all,  air.  The  resolution  is  derogatory  to  the  char- 
acter and  dignity  of  our  Government,  and  violates  the 
great  principles  of  our  national  compact.  A  duty  wa 
owe  ourselves,  aa  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Govero- 
menl,  requires  (hat  we  should  not  tufTer  tbit  resolution 
to  remain  on  our  recorda.  It  is  an  open,  bold,  and  un> 
precedented  attack,  made  by  thia  branch  of  our  Govern* 
ment  upon  the  Chief  Executive)  an  act  which,  had  it 
been  suceessrul,  mutt  have  prostrated  our  constitution, 
destroyed  our  Government,  and  laid  our  institutions  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty  in  the  dust.  Then,  sir,  let  me 
siy  to  this  honorable  body,  aa  we  value  these  rights  and 
rivilegei^  u  we  respect  our  own  characters  and  the 
■gh  repuiation  of  the  Senate,  let  ui  tt  once  blot  out 
this  stain. 

Mr.  President,  one  word  in  reply  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  last  up,  [Mr.  Ciittixsib,]  and  I  will  weary 
your  patience  no  langer.  Sir,  we  were  yesterday  ad- 
monished of  our  duties,  snd  the  s-tcredness  of  our  osths, 
and  cautioned  not  to  violate  them  in  expunging  this  res- 
olution. 1  trust,  sir,  (hat  we  are  not  unmindful  of  the 
oblipitiona  resting  upon  ui,  nor  Indifferent  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  we  perform  them.  And,  in  turn,  let  me, 
sir,  remind  (liat  honorable  Senator,  and  those  who  act 
with  him,  that  thia  aame  conslitution,  which  he  would 
so  carefully  guard,  expressly  provides  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  "  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  tmpearh- 
ment."  And  let  me  farther  remind  him  and  hia  friends, 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  never  have  impeached 
President  Jackson,  and  yet  he  stands  condemned  by  thia 
resolution.  Where,  then,  ia  the  constitution,  and  where 
the  Bsnctiiyof  oatlit  by  which  it  is  guarded^  Again, 
sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  more  than  intimated  that 
the  vindicMtors  of  the  President's  character  were  his 
worshippers.  Sir,  it  ia  too  Ute  to  begin  now  to 
worship  himi  it  is  more  natural  to  worship  (he  rinng 
sun;  and  appearances  indicate  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman and  his  friends  have  already  selected  their  ob- 
ject of  adoration.  As  to  myself,  sir,  I  have  no  inclina- 
tion to  worship  General  Jackson.  I  have  no  peraonal 
acquaintance  with  him;  have  seen  liim  once,  and  once 
only,  and  fur  fire  minutes.  I  have  never  received  any 
appointment  or  fiivor  from  him,  and  never  expect  so  to 
do;  yet  I  esteem  him  one  of  the  greatest  of  men,  and 
purest  of  patriots;  and  rely  upon  it  that  the  page  of  hit- 
tory  which  shall  record  his  deeds,  will  be  read  with 
enthusiasm  through  all  coming  time.  His  cotemporariee 
will  go  down  to  poaterily  with  him.  Hia  coadjutors 
will  gather  lustre  from  hit  fame,  and  hit  revilera,  though 
they  may  not  baak  in  the  effulgence  of  thia  great  luiai- 
narr,  yet  they  may  continue  to  be  seen  aa  spou  upon  it, 
like  the  spots  *  hicb  bedim  the  great  orb  ol  day. 

Mr.  President,  1  am  thankful  that  1  have  had  an  op. 
portunily  of  expressing  the  views  and  feelings  of  my 
constituents,  together  with  my  own,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  awful  consequences  predicted  by  the  gentle- 
men opposed  (o  expunging  (hit  roralution;  yet,  tir,  I 
have  none  of  tliote  lesr^  none  at  all;  but  ^11  esteem  it 
the  best  act,  and  one  of  the  happiest  daya  of  ray  life, 
should  I  be  permitted  to  record  my  name  in  favor  of 
expunging  this  resolution. 

If,  Mr.  President,  in  my  remarks  submitted,  1  have 
deviated  in  any  thing  from  the  ordinary  course  of  dia- 
cuBslon,  1  trust  some  apology  will  be  found  in  the  nov- 
elty my  nitiBlion,  never  having  been  •  member  of 
any  Legislature  unt'ri  I  had  the  honor  of  a  teat  in  this 
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Jas.  is,  1837-]  Expunging  BuohUion.  [Sihatb. 


Mr.  PRESTON  neit  rose  tnd  addresMd  the  Senate 
M  follows; 

Nothing,  Mr.  President,  (aaid  he,^  wu  farther  from 
my  intention,  than  to  have  aaid  a  single  word  on  this 
■ubject.  Nor  do  1  now  propose  to  discuss  it.  That 
has  been  done  so  fully  ind  cUbontely  on  both  sides, 
(hat  I  shall  not  enter  upon  tbe  ailment.  I  Uiou^ht  I 
should  not  have  said  a  word,  but  I  feel  a  sort  of  impos- 
sibility of  withholding  the  expression  of  my  utter  re- 
pu|fnance  to  this  proceeding.  If  we  bad  not  arrived  at 
the  rery  iasuci  if  the  question  were  not  ready  to  be 
taken,  I  should  have  retained  my  seat,  for  I  hare  long 
been  endeavoring  to  school  and  to  subdue  my  heart 
down  to  this  submission.  During  the  entire  course  of 
events  which  has  gradually  brought  my  mind  to  tbe 
conclusion  that  thie  resolution  would  at  some  time  pasi, 
1  hare  endeavored  to  discipline  my  feelings,  to  curb  and 
restrain  them,  and  bring  down  my  mind  to  the  event,  so 
that  when  at  last  tbe  sad  moment  should  arrive,  I  might 
meet  it  with  a  becoming  rewgnationt  and  I  did  suppose 
that  I  had  succeeded.  1  had  long  seen  the  growing 
popularity  of  this  measure.  1  was  no  stranger  to  the 
arts  and  tbe  Industry  by  which  the  progress  oif  that  pop- 
ularity had  been  stimulated  and  urged  on  from  d^  to 
day.  I  well  knew  the  power  and  the  popularity  orthe 
Chief  Hspstrate.  1  had  beard  of  his  own  personal  ex- 
ertions to  promote  this  object.  I  saw  that  il  was  re- 
solved  upon  as  a  psrty  measure,  and  I  aaw  the  parly 
which  had  resolved  upon  it  rapidly  and  triumphantly 
auceceding  throughout  a  large  pari  of  the  Union.  I'hese 
things  certainly  are  sufficient  to  have  forewarned  tne, 
and  I  had  hoped,  and  till  this  moment  believed,  that 
they  bad  forearmed  me  also.  But  there  waa  added  to 
all  theae  the  still  less  equivocal  evidence  arising  from 
the  proceedings  or  several  of  the  Stste  Legislatures. 
Sir,  when  first  I  heard  that  a  State  Legislature  had  in- 
structed her  Senators  on  this  floor  to  vole  in  favor  ol 
this  tbii^,  it  struck  me  with  inexpressible  sorrow  and 
dismay.  But  when  I  from  time  to  time  beheld  various 
other  State  Legislalures,  acting  under  the  mroe  dicta* 
tion,  or  at  least  misled  into  the  same  mistake,  sorrow  as- 
sumed In  my  bosom  the  complexion  of  despair.  But 
there  wu  still  one  ingredient  to  be  added  to  this  cup, 
to  render  the  odious  draught  more  intolerably  bitter. 
I  couM,  I  will  confess  it,  with  some  comparative  degree 
of  philosophy,  have  seen  certain  Stales  of  th^s  confeder- 
acy one  after  another  giving  way,  and  bringing  their  suc- 
cessive aaerificet  to  this  ^tar  of  executive  power.  1 
could  have  bomo  to  tee  tbia  and  that  and  the  other 
Slate  prostrating  herself  and  aiding  in  the  general  con- 
wpincy  to  prostrate  the  Senate.  But  when  at  length  it 
came  to  pass  that  the  ancient  and  powerful  Cummon- 
wealth  of  Virginia  was  brought  to  bow  her  venerable 
locks  before  tbe  footstool  of  power,  foif  ot  her  past  his- 
tory, forgot  who  and  what  she  is  and  what  she  has  been, 
and  associated  herself  in  a  combination  like  this,  how 
ahall  I  describe  to  you  my  feelings!  As  a  politician,  I 
nright  have  been  mortified  at  sneh  a  ipectaelei  as  a 
statesman,  belonging  to  tbe  United  Rtates,  I  turned 
from  it  with  sbsmet  but  as  a  native  of  Virginia,  I  de> 
plore,  1  lament,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  that  she 
too  haa  joined  tbe  funeral  procession  of  the  constitu- 
tion. Sir,  I  Was  proud  to  remember  her  in  her  proud 
dayt  to  consider  her  as  she  once  was,  and  perhaps  still 
i»~tbe  mother  of  great  menj  to  look  back  to  that  bright, 
that  immortal  period  in  our  history  when  she  recalled 
ber  children  from  these  balls  of  national  legislation  into 
her  owB  Legislature,  there  to  Vindicate  the  rights  and 
independence  of  tbe  State,  and  to  reaasert  the  violated 
oonslitation  against  the  usurpations  of  this  Government. 
Then,  indeed,  Virginia  preserved  that  illustrious  charac- 
ter which  had  deacended  with  her  from  the  Revolution. 
Then  the  put  beraelf  on  ber  Stale  rights  and  on  the 


popular  doctrines  of  a  free  Government  {  and  all  who 
witnessed  the  animating  tight  must  have  concluded  that, 
throughout  her  existence,  she  would  ever  continue  to 
vindiciite  and  to  perpetuate  the  doctrine  and  the  spirit 
of  liberty.  Sir,  1  could  have  wished  that  tbe  honorable 
gentleman  who  now  represents  that  distinguished  Slate 
could  have  found  in  his  own  mind  reasons  for  taking  a 
different  course  from  that  which  be  lias  pursued  in  niis 
matter.  With  the  powers  which  he  unquestionably  pos- 
sesses, with  his  liberal  education  and  large  experience, 
and  especially  with  the  good  fortune  of  growing  up 
amidst  the  very  men  who  laid  the  foundations  of  our  re- 
public, 1  had  hoped  that  he  would  have  invoked  the 
ancient  q»irit  of  his  State,  and  would  have  added  the 
suffrage  of  his  vi^e  tomve  the  trembling  constitution, 
about  to  be  immolated  at  the  fbolstool  of  executive 
power.  But  it  was  my  lot  to  be  disappointed  i  and  I 
mourn,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  the  instruction  un- 
der which  he  feels  himself  constrained  to  vote  for  tbia 
extraordinary  resolution.  Where  are  the  sedateness, 
the  gravity,  the  calm  and  cautious  wisdom  of  Madieonf 
Where  the  philosophic  spirit,  the  enlarged  views,  and 
popular  predilections  of  "iefierson?  Where  the  sturdy 
republicanism  of  John  I'aylor?  Where  those  bright 
names  wbicb  make  her  history?  Tliey  arc  gone— gone 
and  others  control  ber  destiny.  Sir,  I  lament,  I  mourn, 
tliitt  my  native  Slate  should  have  lent  herself  and  the 
remnant  of  her  i(\oty  to  promote  and  gloss  over  tbis  pro- 
ceeding. I  lake  consolation,  however,  Mr.  President, 
that  there  is  one  State,  one  free  and  fearless  State, 
which  hu  kept  herself  aloof  from  this  eombinationi 
whose  unbroken  spirit,  whose  pride  and  honor,  demand 
of  me,  her  representative,  to  nuke,  as  1  now  do,  on  be- 
half of  South  Cardina,  her  public  and  solemn  protest 
against  this  open  and  flagrant  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

But,  sir,  I  have  done.  The  argument  is  cxhaualedf 
the  verdict  has  been  rendered;  the  Judgment  given;  ex- 
ecution is  demanded — ay,  sir,  and  let  me  add,  the  exe- 
cutioners are  here  with-  ready  handi.  Exerciae  your 
function,  gentlemen.  Too  Imvc-  been  called  on  to  do 
execution — do  it.  The  axe  is  in  your  handt  perform 
that  which  is  so  loudly  called  for.  Execution,  sir.'  Of 
wliatf  Of  whom?  Is  the  axe  aimed  at  me,  and  at  those 
of  us  who  voted  for  tbe  resolution  you  aie  about  to  ex- 
punge? Is  it  us  you  strike  at?  If  so,  I  would  say,  and 
with  comparative  satisfaction,  in  God's  name,  let  the 
blow  come,  and  while  tbe  fatal  edfce  fell  upon  my  neck, 
I  would  declare,  with  honeat  rineerity,  that  I  had  rather 
be  tbe  crinUnal  of  1834  than  tbe  executioner  of  1836. 
Proceed,  gentlemen,  do  your  holy  work.  Gnni  judg- 
ment. Du  execution— execution  upon  your  own  rec- 
ords—eieculion  upon  the  constitution  of  your  country. 
I  do  not  envy  you  your  office.  Personally,  however, 
it  does  not  touch  us.  No,  sir;  I  am  glad,  I  rejoice,  that 
on  that  record  my  name  is  found  as  one  sgairnt  whom 
this  act  is  aimed.  1  would  appeal  from  the  present'time 
to  poaterity,  and  lak  whether  the  tiames  of  myself  and 
my  associates  or  the  ntmea  of  oor  executfamert  are  then 
most  likely  to  be  venerated  as  guardians  of  tbe  constitu- 
tion. Bui  ctn  you  suppose  that  your  work  is  to  be  dor>e 
on  that  body  of  representatives  of  the  States  who  vuted 
for  the  obnoxious  record?  That  you  will  execute  us.' 
Our  reputation,  our  character,  and  standing?  So,  sir; 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  your  bhick  lines  to  touch  us.  I, 
indeed,  was  but  a  common  soldier,  and  served  in  the 
ranks  under  greater  mAi.  But  would  gentlemen  strike 
out  of  the  record  of  this  Government  the  names  of  those 
who  offered  that  resolution?  No,  no.  They  are  far 
beyond  your  reach,  and  the  only  result  of  your  impotent 
Bttsck  will  be  the  more  firmly  to  establish  their  fame. 
Wrong  they  may  have  been,  but  their  business  and  (heir 
aim  was  to  SMlaio  the  confetiiution,^  An  act  Jiad  been 
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done  of  eguivooal  import,  tnd  attended  with  tremendous 
consequences.  Those  conKquences  swept  over  the 
Union  like  tn  inundsiion,  and  in  tlist  dark  liour,  and  in 
the  t*Ci  of  a  popularity  before  which  nothing  could 
stand,  they  dared  to  raise  their  roice  in  this  halt,  and,  so 
far  as  an  expression  of  opinion  oould  go,  to  record  their 
censure  of  that  act.  And  will  ^ntlemen  pretend  to  tell 
me  that  these  men  witl  not  receive  the  gratitude  of  pos- 
terity?  Hits  expunging  process  may,  for  a  season,  pro- 
mote the  rrpulation  of  those  who  perform  ilt  but  this 
deed  will  bring  fresh  into  remembrance  the  names  of 
(hose  who  passed  that  resolution  which  they  cannot  suf- 
fer to  stand  on  the  records  of  the  Senate.  Some  of 
these  individuals  are  present,  and  I  must  forbear.  But 
long  after  we  ^all  have  passed  away,  wlien  the  hiatory 
our  country  ts  written,  and  fondly  and  proudly  dwelt 
upon  by  our  posterity,  their  names  will  be  mentioned. 
They  will  be  familiar  as  household  words,  and  will  be 
taught  to  children  as  the  names  of  Wsahington,  and 
Adams,  and  Htncock,  snd  Lee,  and  L«fityette,  are  now 
taught  tn  our  children.  If  the  hope,  if  ttie  design,  is  to 
efface  those  names  from  the  leaves  of  our  natioaal  me- 
morials, it  will  fail.  Every  effort  to  extinguish  will  but 
increase  the  splendor  which  aurrounds  them.  An  at- 
tack upon  the  constitution  may,  Indeed,  confer  on  those 
who  perpetrate  it  a  sort  of  immortality,  but  it  is  not  such 
as  will  belong  to  its  defenders.  We  remember,  indeed, 
but  we  execrate,  the  nsme  of  the  misorrant  who,  for  a 
sort  of  fame,  destroyed  a  venerable  temple  of  antiquity. 
And  whom,  1  again  ask,  will  you  do  execution  uponf 
Upon  the  record?  la  it  tiie  object  of  offence?  Will 
you  make  your  war  on  the  paper'  Will  you  wreak 
your  spite  upon  so  much  rags  and  cotton?  Who  or 
what  is  it  that  is  to  be  prostrated  and  broken  down? 
It  is  the  Senate  of  the  Unitrd  States.  It  Is  one  of  the 
co-'>rd1nate  branches  oPlhe  General  Government.  Pro- 
ceed, then,  to  the  sacrifice.  l>o  execution  on  the  Sen- 
ate. Consummate  your  solemn  farce,  and  then  rise  and 
congratulate  yourselves  that  you  are  yourselves  mem- 
bers of  the  very  body  thnt  ynu  have  bowed  to  the  foot- 
^XqoI  of  power.  Offer  your  glad  hosannu— -ay,  triumph 
and  boast  tliat  you  liave  brought  that  Senate,  of  which 
you  form  a  part,  to  this  pass.  But  while  you  are  ma- 
lting the  welkin  ring,  1  will  mourn  at  your  jubilee.  I 
shall  be  present  at  the  scene,  but  not  of  it,  and  my  only 
con8ol»'ion  will  be  that  I  can  reply  to  my  counlr)', 
"Thou  canst  notssy  1  did  it."  The  people,  it  seems, 
have  decided  against  the  Senate.  The  people  order 
the  Senate  to  take  the  consiitution  in  their  hand — to 
brinr  it  Into  the  presence  of  the  **  ntiracuknia  man,"  as 
an  honorable  Senator  [Mr.  Daha]  has  just  termed  him, 
and,  ai  *n  offering  for  his  great  services,  for  his  uneqaU 
led  popuUtrity,  for  the  unsurpassed  confidence  which  he 
enjoys,  sing  hosannas  in  his  ears,  and  while  the  sky  re- 
echotstojour  diontsof  exultation,  burn  the  cnnstilu- 
lion  as  incense  under  hia  nostrils.  This,  and  nothing 
less  than  this,  will  satisfy  (he  idolatrous  devotion  of  h's 
admirers.  Do  execution  on  the  records  of  your  land. 
Obliterate  your  own  journal?  Do  not  introduce  the  re- 
port of  a  committee.  Do  not  revoke  your  former  act 
Er  recording  a  resolution;  but  perform  a  physical  act  of 
execution.  Why,  air,  dors  the  Senate  of  to-diy  diflVr 
from  the  Senate  of  yesterday?  Hal  the  Senate  of  1837 
different  views  from  the  Sctiate  of  1834?  Dues  tlic  Sen- 
ate now  think  that  the  Senate  then  grnsBlv  transcended 
its  power?  And  is  not  language  capable  fif  expressing 
this?  Are  there  no  words  to  express  a  difference  of 
opinion?  Cannot  yoit  the  strength  of  your  convic- 
tion In  all  the  compass  of  your  mother  tongue?  No. 
You  must  do  a  physical  act.  You  must  put  nothing  on 
record.  You  must  perform  a  deed.  Yon  must  do  tome- 
tiling  that  has  no  precfdeni.  Your  Clerk  ia  to  be  *x- 
bibited,  not  reading,  not  writing,  not  enunciating  your 
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decisions,  but  performing  mechanical  execution  on  a  bit 
of  paper.  He  is  not  to  be  occupied  in  his  ordinary  and 
legal  functions.  No,  sir.  He  is  to  perform  the  duly  of 
a  common  hangman.  Might  it  not  be  as  well  to  onler 
in  a  file  of  soldiers  with  their  bayonets?  Or  would  it  not 
be  better  atill  to  purify  the  journal  by  firef  Fire  is  the 
ancient  ordeal.  Give  the  victim  to  Im  flames;  and  then, 
like  a  company  of  the  native  Sagamores,  sit  round  and  in- 
hale the  agree^le  fragrance  as  the  smoke  of  the  guilty 
lines  shall  darkly  ascend  tohearen.  When  iheact  isper- 
formed,  you  will  bsve  seta  memorable  precedent.  And 
do  you  think  there  will  be  no  improvement  on  this  pat- 
ent mode  of  conciliating  the  Executive?  May  it  not  be 
profitably  apphed  to  some  other  purposes?  Why  not 
expunge  those  who  made  the  record?  If  the  proeeed- 
ing  had  a  guilt  so  monstrous  as  to  render  necessary  this 
novel  and  extraordinary  course,  the  men  themselves  »ho 
perpetrated  the  deed — it  is  they  who  should  be  expung- 
ed. Hen  who  entered  so  foul  a  page  upon  your  journals 
cannot  be  worthy  of  a  seat  here.  Remove  us.  Turn  us 
out.  Expel  us  from  the  Senate.  Would  to  God  you 
could.  Call  in  the  prietorian  guard.  Take  ut— appre- 
hend us— march  us  off. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  who  has  Just  reanmed  hii 
sent  takes  the  ground  that  this  expunging  reaolntioo  ta 
merely  a  strong  mode  of  expressing  an  opinion.  I  put  it  to 
the  candor  of  that  honorable  gentleman  whether  this  is  a 
mere  expression  of  opinion?  Tlie  resolution  which  is  to 
beelponged  asserteo,  on  behalf  of  the  Senate,  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
ft  expressed  that  difference  fairly  and  openly.  The 
whole  extent  of  its  offence  is,  the  expression  of  a  dif- 
ferenee  of  opinion  from  the  Prerident  on  a  conatilulional 
question.  It  never  once  entered  the  minds  of  (he  au- 
thors of  that  resolution  to  stain  your  record  by  an  official 
act  of  hatred.  1  admit,  indeed,  that  the  boaoms  of  some 
of  them  msy  not  have  been  wholly  free  from  some  feel- 
ings of  that  description,  and  that  some  of  the  speecha 
on  this  floor  manifested  at  times  a  strong  sentiment  of 
hostility  towards  the  President.  But  did  it  ever  enter 
their  thoughts  to  make  the  journal  of  this  body  a  record 
of  personal  spite?  They  expressed  a  difference  of  ienli* 
ment,  and  this  surely  may  be  done  in  the  very  kindest 
spirit.  But  sir,  is  that  the  temper  of  the  present  pro- 
ceeding? Is  it  to  express  a  difference  of  opinion  that  we 
are  now  invited?  Is  it  to  express  an  opinion  at  all?  What 
is  it  the  expression  of?  Vengeance.  That  is  what  is  to 
be  expressed.  I'he  compass  of  the  English  Ungtiage  is 
not  able  to  bring  forth  a  tone  sufficient  for  the  purpoae. 
Vengeance!  vengeance!  must  be  taken  on  the  records. 
They  are  to  be  put  in  moumit^.  "Hiey  are  to  be 
hung  with  black.  In  this  there  may  be  a  double  pur- 
pose. The  Senate  may  intend  that  their  journals  shall 
bear  imperishable  evidence  of  their  deep  mourning  that 
the  feelings  of  the  President  should  have  been  wound- 
ed. The  record  is  to  be  carried  into  his  presence,  that 
we  may  show  the  Chief  Magtstrsle  that  we  have  put  our- 
selves permanently  into  mourning  fur  the  offence  we 
have  committed,  and  to  express  our  bumble  hope  that 
this  may  go  some  little  way  towards  healing  the  wounds 
which  have  been  inflicted  on  his  sensibility.  Possibly 
ttie  President  msy  deign  to  listen  to  uit  nay, be  may  even 
give  a  gracious  smite  of  approbation,  a  glance  of  compla* 
cency,  on  those  who  humbly  present'  to  him  this  most 
grateful  oblation.  Yen,  sir,  the  proceeding  is  intended 
to  inscribe  upon  our  records  more  than  Ungiiage  can  im- 
part, more  than  we  are  willing  or  able  to  put  into  words; 
a  deed,  an  overt  aC,  «i  I,  It  is  humbfy  hoped,  prove  more 
grateful  than  any  words  could  have  been  rendered  to  the 
august,  the  "  miraculous"  being  who  is  to  be  propiti- 
ated. Atiend,  sir,  to  the  palinode  which  has  juat  t^en 
lunijf  to  the  hiinor  and  glory  of  the  President  of  Ihtt 
United  States.  The  attenuated  period^otb  of  political  end 
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phjtio*)  »)tlencei  of  tbe  Preiideni»  mkket  me  vtiy  re. 
luetftnt  tnd«ed  to  ofTer  any  remarks  on  the  very  extrava. 
ffant  langfuage  in  which  he  has  been  praiaedf  nor  abould 
I  advert  to  the  gentleman'i  ipecch  at  all,  but  to  notice 
the  irmand  on  which  this  nmiure  is  advocated.  *■  Ez< 
pnnce!  ezpunjt*!"  cries  the  gentlamant  ** expunge  a 
Msolation  whiob  it  an  attack  on  the  good)  the  ^ori- 
ous,  the  popular,  the  powerful,  the  '  miraculous,*  Pren- 
dent  of  the  United  States!"  This,  sir,  was  the  lone,  and 
this  the  argument,  in  three  fourthi,  nay,  in  four  fifths 
of  the  venerable  gentleman's  discourse.  He  puts  this 
reaolutioo  on  the  ground  of  his  eulogy  of  the  President. 
That  k  the  tole  argument.  Because  Prettdent  Jaekwn 
■I  praneworthjr  and  glorious,  expunge!  expunge!  Why, 
air,  what  is  the  connexion'  The  Senator  has  certainly 
Mt  ^iven  ns  a  rery  lexical  conoluiloo.  General  Jack- 
ton  IS  to  be  praiaedt  that  forms  ihe  premises  of  bis  an 
gumcnt.  This  record  is  to  be  expungedt  (hat  is  (lie  con- 
clusion. We  are  to  obliterate  our  records,  and  bring 
them,  in  the  habiliments  of  mourning,  to  his  feet,  be> 
cauae  Premdent  Jacksmi  is  gracious,  glorious^  popular, 
powerful,  mirsea'oust  And  all  thew  propnties,  and 
all  this  glory,  is  to  be  transferred  bodily  to  another  gen* 
tieman  who  ia  ju^  like  himself.  Mer  tt  idem.  We  are 
to  abolidi  our  journal,  beciuse  General  Jickson  is  thus 
and  thus,  and  his  succeaaor  will  be  thus  and  thus.  That 
is  the  argument.  1  say  nothing  now  of  the  truth  of  the 
premises,  because  this  is  not  a  convenient  opportunity 
for  the  investigation  of  that  subject.  Those  who  are  in 
eeatasies^  who  are  in  exultationa  of  admiration,  who  are 
•boatii^,  clapping  htndi^  and  ringing  hallckljriis,  are 
twt  exactly  in  a  condiilon  of  mind  to  Ibton  or  tw  argued 
wKh.  They  may  be  within  the  exireme  pale  of  reason, 
but  they  are,  to  say  the  least,  on  tbe  confines  of  enthu- 
siasm.. But,  ad(nit(ing  that  the  President  is  that  exalted, 
that  hnmaculate,  that  unequalled,  that  miraculuus  person 
which  he  is  represented)  allowing  that  he  leaves  out  of 
right  all  that  history  has  left  us  of  ancient  Rome,  and  all 
that  we  bavtt  read  of  modern  worth  and  virtue^  and  ad- 
mitting that  all  this  ii  transferable,  and  has  been  trans. 
fcrrcd,  for  the  iflorf  and  blemednesi  of  our  country,  to 
one  worthy  to  be  his  suooeasor,  let  me  aak,  bow  does 
th'ia  bring  us  to  the  conclurion  that  tiie  record  of  our 
proceedings  la  to  be  expunged! 

Let  the  gentleman  introduce  a  resolution  lmbody< 
ing  the  substance  of  his  speech,  to  wit:  that  Genet«l 
Jackson  is  the  greatest  and  best  man  that  now  lives,  haa 
Kved,  or  will  ever  hve  againt  that  he  is  worthy  of  all 
bcmorand  glory,  that  the  conatitutioo  ia  to  ba  aaerifieed, 
and  the  records  of  one  branch  of  (he  Government  de- 
fiuied  and  nutilattd,  for  hia  gratification.  Let  him  lay 
that  rcaohilioQ  before  the  people,  to  whose  verdict  he 
has  appealed,  and  see  bow  it  will  be  receivni. 

The  honorable  gemleman,  however,  stated  one  bet  in 
reference  to  the  Presideiit,  which  is  more  novel,  at  least, 
than  nany  of  the  remarks  with  which  be  ftvorcd  tbe 
Senate.  It  m,  if  I  mistake  not,  aomething  entirely  novel 
on  this  floor.  He  told  us  (bat  the  Prerident  was  miracu- 
lous. But  tbe  miracle,  it  seems,  lies  in  tbe  fact  that  he 
was  bora  a  foreigner,  and  is  President  of  the  United 
States.  Sir,  General  Jackson,  I  admit,  has  overcome 
great  diflicuKies.  lie  baa  fought  tbe  battle  of  lifet  he 
has  fought  it  every  where  for  success,  and  with  success. 
But  I  never  knew,  until  I  was  now  offidally  informed,  that 
he  was  bom  In  Ireland.  [A  laugh.]  To  prevent  hii  fu- 
ture historiaH from  fiilling  into  a  dimculty  like  that  which 
happened  in  the  case  of  a  more  obscure  indindual  in 
Greece,  for  whoae  birthplace  seven  cities  are  said  to 
have  contended,  the  gentleman  from  Maine  has  kind- 
ly fixed  the  spot;  and  when  that  cloud  uf  future  his- 
torians of  whom  we  have  been  told,  and  who  are 
themselves  to  become  immorul  by  writing  General 
Jackson's  life,  be  aearcbiog  for  panrgyric  tuadoro 
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their  rival  pages  on  (bat  dealhleai  theme,  the jr  will  at  leaak 
be  relieved  from  (he  pains  of  uncertain  oonjectnrc  ai  to 
the  nativity  of  the  hero  of  their  story. 

It  is  said,  from  high  authority,  (hat  men  make  to  them- 
selves idols  and  wonhip  (hem,  and  I  shall  not  now  pause 
to  censure  thii  propenrity  of  our  naturei  and  I  know 
when  the  idol  is  ftshioned  it  is  difficult  to  restrict  itt 
worshippers  as  to  the  mode  of  worship,  or  the  extent 
of  the  sacrifice.  To  the  idols  in  the  East  men  sacrifice 
themselves,  and  sometimes  their  wives  and  children. 
But  theae  gentlemen  are  far  wiser.  They  do  not  sacri< 
fioe  themselves — nothing  i«  farther  from  their  thoughts. 
Such  a  thing  does  not  enter  into  their  purposes.  But 
still  the  sacrifice  must  be  eotupicuous,  impresnve,  such 
as  will  produce  eflfect.  They  look  round  for  a  viotim. 
But  will  they,  like  Eastern  devotees,  east  themielvet  be. 
neath  the  onward  crushing  car  of  executive  power.  Oh, 
no,  sir.  Nothing  like  it.  They  stand  cautiously  out  of 
the  way  of  its  career,  and  cast  down  (he  constitution  of 
their  country.  TPiat  is  the  victim— crush  it.  There  is 
the  offidal  record  of  the  Senate—crush  it.  There  is  tbe 
very  body  itself,  the  collected  Senate  of  the  United 
States— crash  it.  And  do  you  erurii  it,  gentlemen?  Do 
you  expunge  tbe  Senate  for  dating  to  apeak  a  word  in 
It!  last  expiring  hoiin^  to  indicate  that  it  is  still  a  coor- 
dinate branch  of  tbe  Government,  and  in  favor  of  the 
dying  liberty  of  the  Und?  I  ask,  again,  whom  it  is  that 
you  (bus  offer  to  stigmatize?  On  whom  is  thia  reaohi< 
lion  to  a<rt'  Against  what  body  is  your  blow  d'ireetedf 
What  body  will  you  brand  with  infamy,  as  ihearistMrat- 
io branch  of  the  Government'  His  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Statesi  your  own  Senate.  That  is  the  rietim 
dragged  out  fur  immolation  to  the  powers  that  be. 

But  this  expunging  process  it  defended  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  a  greatengine 
to  maintain  the  cause  of  human  liberty.  And  how  doea 
he  attempt  to  mainUin  his  porition?  Why,  truly,  be- 
cause il  was  resoriwl  to  in  Kngland  in  support  of  the 
right  of  popular  election.  Ay?  And  wilt  gentlemoi 
seek  to  wrest  out  of  tbe  hands  of  the  British  whigs  a 
weapon  so  powerfully  wielded  by  them,  but  in  a  cause 
to  different?  For  whom  did  they  employ  A*  andsgainat 
whom?  Was  it  not  used  to  protect  popular  rights.'  to 
guard  the  HghU  of  popular  bodies?  (he  rights  of  the 
people  and  the  rights  of  Parliament  against  tbe  arbitrary 
power  of  (he  King  and  of  (he  royal  party  in  the  House  of 
Commons?  Was  it  wielded  for  theirhiga  against  the  to* 
ries'  or  for  the  torieasgainst  the  whigs?  Let  tbe  gentle- 
msn  answer.  Tea;  when  the  beams  of  liberty  atruggle  out 
to  day  and  gild  the  British  history  once  in  two  hundred 
years,  you  find  thia  process  of  expunging  resorted  to  by 
our  sturdy  aneestwt  in  their  struggles  with  the  Crown, 
and  as  an  extreme  meuure,  to  resist  the  encroachments 
of  lawless  powert  not,  as  here,  to  wipe  out  and  obliterate 
forever  the  last  effort  for  freedom.  If  tbe  res<4utioo  of 
Parliament  in  tbe  great  Weatminster  election  bad  been 
in  fovor  of  Wilkes,  and  against  Mr.  Luttrel,  would  It 
have  been  expunged?  No,  rir-  ft  waa  becauw  It  «w 
entered  at  the  ihattnce  of  Luttrel  against  John  Wilke^ 
the  Patroclus  over  whose  body  this  fight  for  fhecdom 
waa  maintainedt  that  was  the  reason  oT  its  expunction 
from  the  journals.  And  it  forms  one  6f  the  roost  MDi< 
nous  rigns  of  the  timet  we  live  in,  that  here,  the  moet 
powerful  engines  wielded  in  the  land  of  our  aneeitora  m 
fiivor  of  popular  righti,areall  seized  upon  and  dmplcqred 
for  tbe  increase  and  aidvaneement  of  executive  power. 
Alt  that  belongs  to  the  people  it  invoked  only  to  betray 
them.  Tbe  people,  the  people,  ihe  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple, gentlemen  claim  atthetr  own.  They  eiteevery  pt^- 
ular  argumentt  and  all  for  what?  To  hold  up  tbe  cauee 
of  the  many  agrintt  the  few;  of  the  millions  agrinM  the 
grasping  power  of  Uie  one?  No,  rir;  no^  no.  All  thcee 
mighty  motive  powen  are  called  up  to  exalt  tbe  excee- 
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ti»e,  »nd  to  put  down  the  legirialive  poweri  to  incre«e 
the  power  oF  the  one  Hgaiiiat  the  riphti)  of  the  many. 
They  arebruii}[ht  Torward  to  sitence,  for  all  future  time, 
the  voice  i>f  the  Senate,  whenever  it  ahall  be  raised 
agunst  the  encroachments  of  pnwer.  Tes  sir,  they 
■eek  to  hang  up  in  terrorem  over  your  he«d»  and  in  full 
view  of  every  Senator,  a  acMirge,  to  be  applied  without 
mercy  to  any  who  ahall  dare  to  uie  auglit  but  the  lan- 
guige  of  eulogy. 

"  HorriOlU  wdere  lUgello," 
thai  it  the  fate  which  awaits  him.  It  is  to  be  aet  up  by 
way  of  memento,  to  muzzle  this  body  for  all  future  lime. 
No,  air,  our  voice  must  never  be  heard  save  In  strains  of 
adulation*  and  in  chanting  palinodes  like  that  which  has 
recently  been  furnished  as  a  pattern  to  thia  body. 

A  gentleman,  whose  ulents  and  intelligence  1  highly 
honor,  has  asked  us  to  strip  this  matter  of  all  the  hum- 
buggery  which  has  been  thrown  around  it.  Well,  sir, 
let  us  do  10.  And  what  is  it,  when  thus  denuded,  but  a 
bit  in  the  mouth  of  this  Senate,  to  bring  it  down  when 
it  becomes  loo  restive  for  the  taste  or  safety  «f  tliose  in 
power;  so  tRat  the  Chief  Magistrate  may,  undisturbed  by 
its  curvetting^,  proceed  to  seize  upon  the  national  treas- 
ure*  and  repeal  the  decisions  of  (he  Supreme  Courl;  and 
if  any  adventurous  mouth  shall  dare  to  whisper  he  Is  act- 
ing against  the  constitution,  such  rashness  may  instantly 
be  checlced  by  the  warning  "hush!  take  care!  re- 
member the  expunging  resolution! — do  you  wish  to 
bring  us  again  under  the  discipline  of  the  black  lines?" 
I  suppose  the  fac  simile  of  that  blotted  and  defaced  page 
of  our  records  will  be  fixed  up  in  some  conspicuous  po- 
ution  above  the  seat  of  our  presiding  officer,  so  that 
when  we  would  dare  to  think,  to  feel,  and  lo  apeak,  as 
freemen  and  Aipkferican  legislators,  we  may  look  up,  and, 
beholding  the  awful  monitor,  may  put  our  bands  on  our 
mouths,  and  our  mouths  in  the  dust,  and  repent,  while 
it  ii  yet  time,  all  such  presiimpluous  aspirations. 

In  other  dayi  it  has  ofien  happened  that  successive 
Senates  have  differed  from  each  other  in  opinions  and 
policy,  and  have  in  like  manner  differed  from  the  Rxec- 
utive,  and  each  Senate  has  freely  ezpreased  its  own  senti- 
ments, in  regard  to  the  United  States  Bank,  for  exam- 
ple, the  opinions  of  thia  body  have  varied  at  different 
periods.  The  Senate,  at  one  time,  thought  that  bank 
conntitulionali  at  another  time,  they  tbought  it  uncnnsti 
lutionali  a  majority  now  consider  it  as  a  monster.  Why 
nut,  then,  expunge?  Why  not  draw  your  black  tines 
round  that  part  of  your  journal  which  records  the  act 
by  which  4hat  bank  was  chartered?  The  resolution 
against  which  your  msgnanimous  wrath  is  now  directed 
has  done  no  barm.  It  has  led  to  no  sction.  It  bas 
brought  no  lung  train  of  evils  on  ihe  country.  But  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — what  did  not 
that  effect?  That  was  no  empty  declaration  of  opinion. 
It  was  a  substantial  set.  And  lo  what  a  long  black  cata- 
logue of  national  calamities  did  it  not  in  your  opinion 
lead?  If  any  thing  is  lo  be  espunged,  why  not  expunge 
ttutf  It  aeenw  not  to  have  enterM  Uv^  ima^nationi  of 
gentlemen  on  Ihe  other  aide  to  draw  their  lines  round 
that  re<>olut!on.  Yet  the  honorable  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia believes  most  sincerely  that  the  act  was  unconstitu- 
tional. He  holds  that  it  led  lo  consequences  greatly 
detrimental  to  the  national  good,  and  tells  us  tliat  Ihe 
Preudent  deserves  Ihe  everlasting  gratitude  of  the  coun- 
try for  having  abolished  and  destroyed  the  hank.  Well, 
sir,  if  it  it  not  fit  in  that  ease,  how  and  why  is  it  fit  in 
this'  Because  this  violates  the  rights  of  the  people? 
So  did  that.  Is  this  Uncotistilutional ?  So  was  the  other. 
Is  this  derogatory  to  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the 
President?  So  was  that.  Is  the  Seiwie  bound  in  duty 
to  express  its  disapprobation  of  this  act?  Why  not  of 
the  other?  But  is  it  really  so  great  an  offence  to  differ 
from  Uw  Prc«id«Dt  on  a  constitutional  quution,  iDKnauch 


that  all  traces  of  such  a  thin^  must  be  obliterated  from 
our  records?  that  it  must  be  tff.ced— expunged — purged 
off?  Why,  sir,  the  President  differs  from  us  constantly 
on  constitutional  points;  and'  both  he  and  thia  Sesate  dif- 
fer widely  from  President  Washington  on  a  eonsliUitton- 
tl  ptrint,  viz:  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  Why  is  not  ihe  opininn  of  Waahii^ton 
to  be  expunged '  Why  not  go  b>ck,  and  hold  him  up 
as  a  sacriiice?  It  ha«,  indeed,  in  some  aort,  been  already 
done.  You  have  have  not  broken  into  Ihe  sepulchre  of 
Mount  Vernon,  and  dug  up  his  bones  and  burnt  tbem, 
like  Wickliffe's,  but  you  have  immolated  bis  namei 
his  virtues^  his  glory,  have  been  taken  from  him  and 
transferred  to  another.  Why  ti'ol  make  your  sacrifice 
complete?  If  the  principle  on  which  you  act  is  jealouay 
for  the  honor  and  power  of  the  Executive,  why  not, 
when  former  Presidents  have  sent  us  messages  containing 
unconstitutional  notions,  expunge  their  messages  from 
your  archives?  The  President  sent  us  a  message  in  the 
panic  session  of  1834.  How  would  gentlemen  have 
taken  i),  had  those  who  constituted  Ihe  majority  at  that 
day  proposed  to  expunge  it  from  the  reconu? 

Bulh  Houses  of  Congreis  have  differed  from  other 
Presidents.    Does  any  gentleman  here  dream  of  a  lead- 
ing member  in  either  House  under  the  JefTeraou  admimf 
tration  proposing  lo  expunge  any  presidential  opinion 
which  did  not  correspond  with  his  own?   Or  would  any 
supporter  of  the  wise,  the  grave,  the  sedste,  the  tena- 
perate,  the  forbearing  Uadison,  ever  conceive  the  nii- 
lion  that  he  wasto  be  propitiated  by  effacing  the  records' 
Did  he  ever  require  his  friends  to  depart  from  their  pub- 
lic duties,  neglect  the  exigencies  of  the  public  busines*, 
and  address  thetnteh-e« to  this  most  exiraurdinar}'  method 
of  ailencing  the  indignation  of  a  President?    There  was> 
great  struggle  in  '98,  and  after  a  long  course  of  moat 
bitter  and  acrimonious  party  warfare,  the  republican 
party  eventually  triumphed,  and  came  into  powert  but 
in  the  very  heat  of  conquest,  and  stilt  covered,  uH  was, 
with  Ihe  sweat  and  the  dust  of  battle,  did  it  once  enter 
into  their  heads  to  expunge  from  the  public  journals  the 
acta  of  their  predecessors?    Or  could  it  now  occur  lo 
the  minds  of  intelligent  and  honorable  men  that  they  are 
called  upon  to  vindicate  the  ashes  of  Ihe  illustrious  dead  by 
removing  from  the  national  archives  alltracesofdi0erenc« 
of  opinion  on  the  part  of  titlier  lIoui>e  of  Congress  from 
the  departed  saviours  of  our  country  ?  Dare  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  rise  in  his  place,  and,  with  a 
reverend  regard  to  yonder  image  of  Washington,  intro- 
duce a  rtsulution  to  expunge  whatever  on  our  journal 
intimates  a  difference  of  opinion  from  that  great  m^n* 
Will  he  venture  tu  look  into  that  venerable  and  vener- 
ated countenance,  *  and  make  such  amotion  in  this  cham- 
ber?  No,  sir.    His  own  heart  tells  liim  that  the  image 
would  frown  upon  him  from  its  frame,  and,  could  it  spMk, 
would  cry.  Forbear.  Destroy  not  your  conitilutlon.  Dis- 
honor not  your  own  archives.    Draw  no  black  lines 
upon  your  journal  on  my  account.    Write  no  history  for 
me.    My  history  is  written  in  a  nation's  eyes.    1  deswe 
you  to  play  off  no  mountebank  farce  for  my  gloryt  it  is 
safe  in  the  keeping  of  my  countrymen.    Yes,  sir]  such 
would  be  the  languuge  of  Washington}  and  I  welt  know 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has  its  re- 
sponse in  his  heart.  And,  air,  if  we  are  not  called  to  do 
this  for  the  illustrious,  great,  and  good,  who  have  de- 
parted, ahall  we  do  it  fur  the  living,  because  he  is  power- 
fvit   Pecause  he  is  the  diapenseruf  office,  who  is  lo 
propagate  his  own  system  of.  policy  through  another 
generation,,  and  to  transfuse  his  own  vital  spirit  into  a 
living  branch  of  the  same  alem?   If  thia  sacrifice  wa*  la 
be  offered  to  the  illustrious  dead,  whom  history  has  al- 
ready fixed  in  niches  of  imperishable  honor,  we  might 


*  Hr.  BtKhsnan  M  onnrite  w  ihs         of  WashiacM 
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eadure  it  with  greater  paticMie.  Bat  to  a  liviogr  nan, 
and  a  man  who  can  reward  the  deed,  air,  I  oannot  look 
the  thing  ateadily  in  the  (ace.  I  proteit  to  you  that  my 
inmoat  heart  ia  bowed  down  at  the  thought  with  lorrow 
and  ibame. 

But  the  deed  ia  to  be  done.  States  have  apoken. 
Whether  the  people  of  ibe  United  SUtes  have  spoken 
tB%ht  bear  s  question.  Cerlatnly  many  States  have  uttered 
their  voice,  whose  right  to  speak  I  ahould  be  the  last  to 
queition.  That  they  have  acted  under  mistaken  views, 
1  have  not  a  doubt.    The  act  is  fraught  with  most  dan- 

SeroosetHWfquences.  It  inflicts  deep  wounds  on  the 
ignity  and  the  potency  of  this  bodyt  for  I  see  in  the 
eountenancei  of  many  honorable  gentlemen  that  they 
would  gladly  avoid  this  thing,  and  would,  if  (hey  could, 
avoid  the  deed.  I  do  believe  that,  in  the  very  mo- 
•mentof  inflicting  the  blow*  their  hearts  will  be  haunted 
by  the  same  emotiona  which  fill  and  oppreas.  my  own. 
And  while,  under  the  pressure  of  dire  necessity,  they 
raise  the  aze,  they  feel  prepared,  like  other  execution- 
ers, first  to  ask  pardon  of  the  victim.  Ay,  sir,  I  believe 
that  when  it  comes  to  the  actual  performance  of  the 
tragedy,  there  will  be  a  secret  whisper  in  Iheir  ear  that 
will  say  to  them,  perhaps  in  this  case  our  party  feelings 
have  pressed  us  a  little  too  far.  And  when,  alter  a  sol- 
emn and  mournful  pause,  the  Secretary  hu  performed 
hif  detested  office,  and  has  mangled  the  record  of  the 
Senate,  will  any  here  rise  in  his  place  and  cry  aloud, 
thus  perish  all  traitors?  Or  will  they  not  rather  hang 
their  heada,  and,  smiling  on  their  breasts,  heave  mourn- 
ful ^ha  over  so  hard  a  neceisity^  I  shall  witness  it| 
and  wbalerer  I  may  feci,  1  shall  fee)  nothing  personally. 
So  ftr  aa  I  am  personally  concerned,  I  can  fold  my  arms 
in  perfect  coolness,  and  witness  the  deed  witliout  Airink- 
ing.  All  1  feel  now  is  for  the  Senate— is  for  the  eonati* 
tution— is  for  the  country.  I  may  cry  wo,  wo,  to  Eng- 
land, but  not  to  me.  In  a  moment  I  shall  recover  my 
aelf-possesuon,  shall  rise,  shall  rejoice,  that  it  was  my  good 
fortune  to  have  my  name  entered  on  the  same  page  where 
the  rights  of  this  body  were  recorded,  and  that  there,  in 
company  with  the  Senate's  honor,  it  shall  safely  abide 
forever,  in  spile  of  your  black  lines. 

Hr,  RIVBS  followed,  and  addressed  the  Senate  at 
great  length  in  support  of  the  resolution.  [It  appesrs 
that,  from  some  cause  unknown  to  the  pubflabera,  this 
apeech  was  never  reported.] 

When  Mr-  Rivas  had  taken  his  seat, 
Mr.  MOORE  rose  and  said:  AUusiims  had  been  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Hr.  Rites]  to  instructions 
by  the  Lcffislstures,  in  order  to  influence  the  voles  of 
Seuetors  relative  to  this  very  extraordinary  procedure. 
And  as  the  gentleman  may  have  Intended  a  eompliment 
to  Alabama  by  including  her  in  his  alluaion^  he  felt  if  lo 
be  his  duty  to  expbiin  the  character  of  her  legialative  ac- 
tion on  this  subject. 

[Here  Ur,  Rivis  rose  and  said  he  intended  nothing 
special  as  regarded  Alabamat  his  remark  was  intended 
to  be  general.] 

Mr.  H.  rcaumed  and  said,  although  the  explanation 
was  satisfactory,  yet,  as  he  wm  up,  he  hoped  he  would 
be  indulged  in  making  a  few  cominenta  only.  He  did 
not  entert«n  the  vain  hope  that  he  could  add  any  thing 
to  the  interesting  debate  that  had  already  occurred  upon 
tbe  resolutions  now  before  the  Senate)  and,  as  one  who  in- 
tended to  vole  against  them,  he  felt  that  he  might  well 
content  himself  with  the  argument  and  viewaihat  had 
been  urged  by  others,  not  only  on  a  former  occasion, 
but  the  very  able  expnsition  with  which  the  Senate  was 
Avored  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Hr.  Cbittxv- 
oair]  on  yesterday,  and  also  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  PasaTOx]  tonlay. 

But  the  Senator  from  Virxlnta  [Ur.  Rivxs]  has  not 
been  able  to  see  tbe  foroe  of  any  argument  from  tbat 


Starter.  This  is  not  unlikely.  Tlie  peeuliar  rituation  of 
at  gentleman,  as  connected  with  the  question,  was  not 
well  calculated  to  carry  conviction  lo  his  mind.  Yet 
others  may  welt  imigine,  to  ssy  their  argument  was  lueid 
and  forcible  would  not  do  justice  to  those  gentlemen. 
Sir,  they  were  withering  in  sarcasm,  eloquent  and  con- 
vincing in  argument. 

Mr.  M.  could  not  say  how  certain  Senators,  advocates 
for  the  black-line  process,  fel^  but  asmiredtlie  Freaident 
he  himself  was  delighted,  and  ewild  fain  have  wUied 
that  crowds  of  those  who  had  dispensed  with  the  trouble 
of  thinking  and  judging  for  themselves  upon  great  polit- 
ical questions,  contenting  themselves  with  transferring 
this  important  political  privilege  inlothehandsof  others,  to 
be  exercised  for  them,  hsil  been  present  upon  the  occaaion. 

Mr.  M.  reminded  his  colleague  that  when  these  reso- 
lutions were  first  discussed  at  a  former  seasion,  he  and 
himself  were  found  side  by  side,  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
exercising  their  united  influence  in  opposition  to  Ihem, 
although  at  that  time  they  had  received  the  initructiona 
of  the  General  Assembly,  commanding  their  vote  in  their 
favort  that  his  colleagtie  and  himself  then  followed  the 
lead  of  that  stern  and  inflexible,  but  much  abused  and 
slandered  patriot  and  statesman,  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Wsits,]  wbo  proposed  an  amend- 
ment,  having  fur  its  object  the  repeal  and  reaoindiag 
the  obnoxious  reaolution  of  the  Senate,  which  censured 
the  Freaident,  (and  which  they  had  not  voted  for,)  there- 
by atamplng  it  with  the  disapprobation  of  this  body,  and 
at  the  same  time  preserving  the  constitution  inviolate. 

We  then  thought  this  was  all  that  could  have  been 
reasonably  expected,  and  that  this  would  do  ample  jus- 
tice to  General  Jackson.  We  thought  then,  as  be  (Hr. 
H.)  thought  now,  that  this  was  not  a  legitimate  subject 
upon  wbioh  the  General  Assesbly  possessed  tbe  right  to 
give  inatrttctions.  To  render  instructions  binding,  the 
subject-matter  must  be  conilitutional  and  proper)  they 
must  not  require  the  public  servant  to  perform  an  un* 
worthy  or  an  immnrsl  act)  they  cannot  require  biro  to 
violate  the  constitution  of  the  land.  That  aaored  inatp u* 
ment,  which  we  tiave  pledged  ourselves  to  support  by 
taking  a  aolemn  oath  at  your  desk,  requires  the  Senate 
to  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  for  tbe  most  impor> 
tant  and  va1uiU>le  purposes.  Among  these  were  the 
following,  vixt  that  our  conAituents  and  posterity  may 
read  and  know  our  act*,  in  order  that,  if  they  be  evil,  we 
may  receive  merited  censure,  and  if  virtnous,  (hat  the 
journals  may  be  resorted  to  as  the  means  of  defence  and 
justificalion.  To  expunge,  Ihcrefore,  any  portion  of 
the  journals  of  tbe  Senate,  to  his  mind,  would  be  a  roost 
flagrant  and  nalpable  violation  of  thataaered  inatrumetit. 

The  appeal  which  his  colleague  and  himself  had  made 
from  the  judgment  of  the  General  Assembly  had  been 
responded  to  by  (he  peoplei  a  more  mature  deliberation 
had  taken  place  as  to  the  propriety  of  expunging  the 
journals  of  the  Senate,  and  at  the  two  last  sesnons  of  the 
Legislature  tbe  effort  was  again  renewed  to  repass  tbe 
resolutions  of  lastruclions.  Id  order  to  comnnd  our 
votes.  They  biledt  Ihey  could  not  be  foreed  through  tbe 
Senate.  Here  waa  a  triumph  of  principle  over  party 
apirit  and  party  drill  and  discipline,  in  favor  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  Und.  And  now  he  was  called 
upon  again  to  vote  upon  the  expunging  resolution;  hia 
opinion  remained  unchanged)  heshould  again  vote  against 
them,  and  he  hoped  again  in  company  with  his  colleague, 
which  he  could  not  doubt.  The  initructiooa  beii^ 
withdrawn,  he  had  great  pleasure  in  voting  under  cir- 
cumstanoes  so  strongly  indicating  the  approval  of  the 
citisens  of  the  State,  aa  it  was  in  accordance  with  tbe 
dictates  of  hia  own  judgment  and  conscience . 

Hr.  M.  said  his  colleague  would  recollect  that  when 
they  returned  lo  the  bosom  of  their  constituents,  the 
same  mewure  of  justice  bed  not  bwij  meted  out  to  him 
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Uwt  hit  ooUngue  had  been  fitTored  witht  flwt  U  hul 
been  hit  mitfortane  to  hare  the  vote  referred  to  in  op- 
potition  to  the  expunginff  mulution*  nude  the  ubject 
of  ceDture  tnd  denuncialiun,  by  a  contrmplible  public 
meeting,  called  in  the  vicinity  of,  and  doubtleia  at  the 
iiwtaneeor,a  public  functionary  high  in  officein  Alabama* 
«  slave  to  ihe  kitchen  cabinett  and  thia  meeting,  com- 
poied  of  his  slavish  partisans,  hsd  the  indecency  and 
gross  injuitiee  to  denounce  and  censure  bim  for  not 
obeying  the  instructions  of  Uie  General  Aeiemblyt  while 
bis  cotteagae,  who  frave  (he  tame  vote,  and  made  a  longer 
ipeech  against  the  right  and  prnprtely  of  the  Initrue- 
tlona  of  the  Legislature,  received  laudatory  resolutions. 
He  (Ur.  M.)  would  not  say  this  was  done  on  account  of 
bis  colleague's  vote  on  the  ezpungng  resolution*,  but 
mainly,  he  presumed,  for  his  support  of  tliose  meanirea 
calculated  to  promote  (he  success  of  the  individual  se* 
leeted  by  General  Jackson  to  succeed  bim.  It  was  upon 
thb  nbjeet  that  bta  diffcrenoe  in  his  ofllcfal  conduct 
from  hii  eblletgue  va*  to  eriminal.  It  matters  not  In 
these  modern  times  of  democratic  republicaninn  how 
eoBSiatent  and  faithfiil  a  public  servant  may  be,  as  re> 
garda  principles  and  measuresi  thia  availeth  nothing!  he 
must  advocate  Ihe  caucus  nom'neei  thia  wsa  the  only 
tme  test  of  meriti  and  although  he  had  known  the  time 
when  a  great  majority,  perbapi  nine  tenths  of  his  con. 
fltitoenta  were  with  him  on  this  very  qaestion»  yet,  by 
nwans  ofa  borrowed  capital,  this  nbiequhma  nominee  of 
the  President  and  his  offiee-htMerthsd  luececded  in  ob* 
taining  the  vole  of  (he  State. 

He  (Mr.  H.)  would  bow  with  due  submission  to  the 
will  of  hii  constituents,  but  he  hoped  his  enemies  would 
not  succeed,  by  miking  up  false  issues,  in  their  efliirta  to 
4ee«Te  the  people.  All  he  wished  was  sheer  juaticr. 
While  he  was  proud  to  be  in  company  with  those  with 
whom  be  was  asaociated  on  thia  question,  he  yet  daimed 
to  be  a  true  republiosn,  a  Jefferaonian  repnbliean,  a  re- 

eubliean  of  the  old  school  i  and  if  be  waa  not  claimed  as 
elonging  to  the  democratic  republican  party,  according 
to  the  modern  acceptation  of  the  term,  which  he  belirved 
meant  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  tame  and  srrvile 
•ubmisnon  to  the  will  of  one  man,  as  regarded  his  favor* 
tta  aeleeted  to  succeed  him,  yet  he  claimed  to  have  been 
K  MnsiMcnt  advocate  of  all  the  great  prineiplea  and 
meswres  which  were  proclaimed  by  the  Chief  Uagis- 
trate  and  bia  friends.  In  that  mrmnrable  contest  which  re* 
^Ited  in  his  triumph,  in  whJch  many  of  those  who  now 
•eek  to  diatinguish  themselves  as  his  (Mr.  M*s)  political 
enemies  and  persecutors,  wercMCtive  and  bitter  in  the  ranks 
of  General  Jackson's  opponent!)  and  among  these  wms 
tbe  very  individual  who  is  new  at  the  bead  of  the  party, 
vhOk  as  soon  as  victory  had  crowned  our  rffurts,  de. 
aerted  his  friends  and  his  party,  and  proposed  to  enter 
Id  the  service  of  ttie  old  hero,  provided  he  could  receive 
pardon  for  the  past,  and  rewards  for  his  future  service. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  staled  that  he  had. given  a  liberal 
■opportto  all  the  leading  measures  avowed  by  General 
Jackson  and  hiafriends  in  tbeir  contest  for  power.  Among 
these  were  reform  and  retrenchment,  as  regsrded  tbe 
npenditttrea  of  this  Govemmentt  opporition  to  that  sys> 
lem  of  inteijul  improvement  whrcli  sought  to  tax  one 
portion  of  the  ciliaeni  of  this  country  for  tlie  benefit  of 
another,  including  the  tsriflTi  the  policy  relative  to  tbe 
Indians)  tbe  reservation  of  the  elective  franchise  in  its 
puritjT)  opposition  to  the  p-actice,  so  corrupting,  of  ap- 
pointing members  of  Congress  to  office,  &c.t  and  he 
ohallenged  bit  political  enemies  to  point  their  finger  to 
any  instance  in  which  he  had  not  faithfully  sustained  all 
these  great  prineipleat  and  although  be  and  bia  friends 
had  been  proscribed,  he  could  view  bis  course  without 
reg^l,  and  with  an  appr<(ving  conscience,  which  he 
would  not  ezchanfre  for  all  the  satisfaction  his  enemies 
fli^t  enj<7  for  tbeir  riadictire  peraecutioo.   H«  hoped. 


at  some  future  day,  that  jusfiee  would  be  awarded  to  bim 
which  it  now  withheld. 

If  he  had  come  here  to  get  office  for  himself  or  bis 
friends,  and,  looking  to  that  object  atone,  had  forgotten 
the  interest  of  his  eonatituents,  he  might  easily  have  sup- 
ported, as  otben  did,  every  measure  of  the  administra- 
tion, right  or  wrong.  Ue  might  have  sustained  the 
Chief  Hai^atrate  in  the  extraordinary  pren^tive  of 
nominating  bia  successor,  and  in  that  equally  dangerous, 
but  more  unworthy  aitd  contemptible  object  of  mutib^ 
ting  the  journals  ofthe  Senate. 

But  the  blaek-Tine  process  waa  not  original  with  the 
mover,  tbe  Senator  frtm  Missouri,  [Mr.  Ubmtov-]  The 
resolution,  as  originally  introduced,  proceeded  boldly  to 
the  object.  He  was  sorry  to  say  this  metaphorical  mode 
of  expunging  emanated  from  Virginir.  He  deeply  re- 
gretted it.  He  had  been  taught  to  entertain  for  that  re- 
nowned Slate  tbe  highest  resprcl)  bat  this  was  a  project 
which  sought  to  do  that  by  imlireetion  whleb  the  fl-iends 
of  the  measure  did  not  dare  do  by  direct  means.  The 
modificstion,  therefore,  was  far  from  recommending  tbe 
meaaure  to  his  favor. 

Mr.  NILE9  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  resolution, 
omitting  the  preamblei  which  having  been  read  by  the 
Secretary,  Mr.  N.  aaid  that  he  bad  some  thoughts  of 
moving  to  strike  out  thst  part  of  the  resolution  whidi 
rehiied  to  tbe  black  lines,  whleb  aeemed  to  disturb  tbe 
feelinsa  of  honorable  Senators  so  much.  He  had  no 
partiality  to  that  part  ofthe  resolution,  and  should  pre- 
fer that  tbe  process  or  mode  of  expunging  should  be 
smitied.  But  the  resolution  was  so  drawn  that  be 
couid  not  Well  move  to  amend  it|  and  ss  he  was  not 
very  solicitous  shout  that  psrt  which  relates  to  the  black 
lines,  one  way  or  the  other,  he  ahould  not  make  the  mo- 
tion. What  he  esleeiMd  as  tbe  csaential  and  substan- 
tive part  of  the  resolution,  or  what  the  lawyers  call  the 
gist  and  gravamen,  the  pith  and  subilsnee  of  the  whole, 
would  stand  as  well,  and  answer  the  purpose  intended 
quite  sa  rfTcctualty,  without  tbe  part  relating  to  the  black 
lines.  He  considered  that  the  sum  and  substance  of  the 
-  whole  consisted  in  that  espretsive  and  appropriate  word, 
"ezpunge" — that  he  could  by  no  mean*  consent  to  part 
with)  it  waa  the  word  which  he  liked,  and  which  the 
people  aeemed  to  like.  It  bad  become  a  very  popular 
woril  of  bte,  and  it  expressed  fully  and  completely  what 
Was  intended  to  be  done)  but  the  form  of  doing  it  vaa 
of  little  consequence  with  bim,  Whefher  it  was  done 
typically  or  physically,  or  by  drawing  black  lines  around 
the  obnoxious  resolution,  or  by  the  li-gal  import,  eflicacy, 
and  effect,  of  the  word  "expunge,"  waa  with  bim  a 
matter  of  indifference.  He  looked  at  the  substance, 
and  not  the  form)  and  the  object  aimed  at  waa  to  purify 
our  journal,  by  removing  from  it  the  obnutioos  and  un- 
constitutional resolution  of  Msrch,  1834^  or  to  place 
upon  its  face  the  mark  and  stamp  of  reprobation.  - 

I  am,  however,  sorry,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  those  black 
lines  have  had  so  serious  an  effect  on  the  imaginations 
of  honorable  Senators.  They  serm  to  have  filled  their 
imaginaiions  with  all  aorta  of  dark  and  sombre  imacpea, 
and  to  have  cast  so  dark  a  Shade,  so  thick  a  gloom,  ov«r 
Ihe  subject,  thst  they  cannot  Illustrate  their  ideas  in  anjr 
other  way  than  by  reference  to  those  solemn  ceremonies^ 
those  mournful  and  sacred  rites,  which  comprise  the  last 
duties  that  man,  in  this  roortsl  world,  performs  for  hie 
fellow-man.    This  expunging  business,  it  ceem*,  has  at 
last  become  a  siirt  of  funeral  ceremony.    Well,  sir,  if 
thia  is  »n,  if  this  matter  has  t>ecomc  so  solemn  and  f>or- 
rowful,  he  hoped  it  might  be  a  monitory  and  usefcl 
lesson  to  us  all,  individually  and  collectively,  as  a  MrU 
king  and  impressive  example  of  Ihe  instability  and  muta- 
tions of  all  things  in  this  world,  whether  publiiB  or  pri- 
vate.   Sir,  this  aolemn  scene,  which  is  now  compared 
to  a  funeral  ceremony,  is  ooly  tbe^^rquet  of  a  scene  of 
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qoile  u  epporiie  ebmeter.  The  prooeedingi,  f!r,  un- 
der the  reiolutlon  which  it  b  now  propowd  to  expun^, 
iMlwJ  of  Fiembling  the  moat  ■olemn  «nd  KHTowful  of 
ill  cttthlj  ritM,  wu  of  the  m<Mt  Joyoui  cbancteri  It  wii 
K  Cre»t  mitional  jubiler,  which  continued  from  day  to 
day,  and  veek  to  week,  for  more  than  ibree  months. 

The  trial  uid  eomlemnation  of  the  Presidentt  the  de- 
nunciatory apeeebea,  and  the  whole  proeeu  of  panic- 
making',  waa  a  vm  aninutin;  and  ig^nobte  batinent 
there  were  no  blaek  linee  then  to  diaturb  fentlemcn'a 
iraaginttiona,  or  fill  theiB  with  gloomy  riaionsi  the 
aoeoe  was  Tiirdy  and  animated,  full  of  faiKh  hotwa,  and 
diaraeterised  by  fleree  eonflieti  of  party  alrife  and  con- 
tention. But  now  cornea  the  end.  How  ^rrat  the 
chanife/  Thoae  black  expunging  linea  have  caM  ao 
gloomy  a  ahade  orer  the  whole  lubject,  that  Ihey  can  be 
c«aiparcd  only  to  the  aolemn  pall.  Well,  sir,  if  this 
last  act  in  ibis  loi^  drama  muai  be  compared  to  a  fu- 
neral ceremonial,  he  thought  there  was  no  diflleully  in 
««Mgninie  to  eadi  actor  hia  part.  The  reaolntion  of 
March,  1S34«  which  is  to  be  expunged,  iatheeorptei 
the  black  lines  to  be  drawn  around  it  are  the  pall)  and 
his  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CBirraasair,]  it  is  evi- 
dent from  bis  speech  yetterdsy,  was  prepared  to  act  as 
officiating  priest,  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Csroti- 
M  who  has  just  sddreaied  us  [Mr.  Pkistoit]  will  be 
■asDCtated  with  himt  if  we  look  around  this  ball.  U  will 
not  be  difficult  to  discover  the  relativea  and  the  mourn* 
era.  The  prieats  have  already  performed  their  part, 
they  hare  praised  the  dead,  and  admonished  the  livingt 
we  have  beard  their  fervid  invoeatiou,  and  their  re- 
bcnnat  of  the  solemn  dirge. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  been  tnid,  in  the  eloquent 
speech  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Psis- 
Tov,}  that  the  reaolulion  before  us,  and  the  whole  ex* 
pun|^ng  proeeedinfC,  >*  intended  4o  operate  sgainst  the  ' 
Scnaiora  who  voted  for  the  resolution  of  March,  I8S4t 
that  it  is  they  who  are  to  be  expunged  from  the  Senate} 
that  they  are  arraigned,  put  upon  tlieir  tri«I,  and  are  to 
be  contlemned  and  offered  up  as  victims  to  ex>lt  and 
honor  the  President.  He  asserts  that  he  is  one  of  the 
number,  and  is  prepared  for  the  ncrifice,  and  calls  on 
the  executioners  to  come  forward  and  atrike  the  deadly 
blow.  Having  pheed  the  qoeation  in  this  light,  eon> 
riderrd  bimaen'and  hia  friends  as  the  aeeiiaed,  and  vol- 
untarily taken  the  criminal's  seat,  it  waa  to  have  been 
expected  that  we  ahmtid  have  heard  aomelhing  partaking 
of  tlie  chsraoier  of  a  defence.  Tlist  gentleman  appears  to 
have  been  aelected  as  the  counsel  of  the  aeeuied,  and, 
conndering  his  acknowledged  ability,  he  (Mr.  N.  )  had 
expected  an  able  defeneei  for  oni>,  he  had  indulged  the 
hi^  that  if  be  had  not  been  able  to  make  out  a  com- 
plete Jostlfiestion*  be  would  at  least  have  shown  auch 
circumatanoes  of  extenuation,  which,  if  they  did  not 
produoe  a  verdict  of  acquittal,  would  at  least  have  In- 
claeed  the  tfien  tn  have  recommended  the  accused  to 
mercy,  or  to  some  mitif^ation  of  the  severity  of  the  pun- 
ishment. But  in  thfse  reasonable  expectationa  he  had 
been  diaappolnted.  What  aort  of  a  defence  have  we  wit- 
nesaed?  Why,  sir,  the  gentleman,  after  havinK  volun. 
tartly  assumed  the  criminal's  seat,  immediately  changed 
the  character  of  an  accused  to  an  accuseri  be  at  once 
becomes  the  prosecutor,  and  attempts  to  defend  hia  own 
acta,  by  boldly  denouncing  the  ennduct  of  others.  In 
the  first  pisce,  he  arraigns  and  bringi  before  the  bar  of 
the  Senate,  for  condemnation,  a  large  number  of  the 
aovereign  Sutes  of  this  Union;  all  the  Slates,  and  there 
waa  not  leas  than  eleven,  and  he  believed  more,  which 
have  instructed  their  Bcnatora  lo  vote  to  expunge  the 
obooxioua  resolution  of  Msrch,  1834,  are  boWTy  de- 
nounced. Bia  own  State  waa  one  of  the  number)  a 
very  amall  and  unimportant  member  of  the  confederacy, 
yet  jcakna  of  Ua  righta  and  honori  one  of  the  good  old 
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"thirteen**  which  earrted  the  country  safely  through 
the  Revf^utiont  **Ood  bless  tbem,"  if  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  repeat  a  declaration,  often  uted,  of  a  distinguished 
gentleman  of  Virginia,  now  nomore.  The  Legislature  of 
his  State,  by  a  very  large  majorily,  about  two  thirds,  he 
believed,  had  paated  reaolulions  condemning  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  March,  1834,  as  ftlse  In  point  of  fact, 
unconstitutional,  an  unwarrantable  aawmption  of  power, 
and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country.  For  thia 
act.  his  State,  with  others,  waa  arraigned,  ridiculed,  and 
condemned.  And  what  ia  it  that  these  States  have  done, 
that  they  are  denounced,  and  their  Legishturea  treated 
as  no  better  than  so  many  eaueusea.'  They  hate  had  the 
independence,  and  felt  it  to  be  a  duty,  lo  cxprcas  an 
opinion  concerning  an  act  of  one  branch  of  thia  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  pronounce  it  unconstitutional  and  dan- 
gerous. It  a  proceed'ng  of  this  deacription  to  be  de- 
nounced as  factious,  a  mere  caucus  movement,  and  that, 
too,  by  the  great  champion  of  State  righUf  la  there  no 
example  for  this  measure  on  the  part  of  the  ftlateal  Haa 
the  Senator  forgot  that  memorable  criaia  in  our  political 
history,  when  many  of  the  Sutes,  following  the  lead  of  the 
*•  Ancient  Dominion,"  which  the  Senator  bos  attempted, 
in  an  eapecial  meaaore,  to  httld  up  to  acorn  and  con- 
tempi,  deehred  an  act  of  Congreaa  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional, and  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  the  Slates  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people'  In  their  bold  and  patriotie 
course  then  they  were  lustoined  by  the  people,  a*  they 
have  been  and  will  be  now. 

The  next  point  in  the  defence  ennalila  In  a  general 
denunciation  of  the  people.  Mr.  N.  said  he  hoped  ho 
miftht  be  excused  for  alluding  to  the  people  of  the 
Statet)  for  nolwithitanding,  on  another  occasion,  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  PaasToa] 
seemed  to  doubt  their  enslence,  still  he  thought  that  as 
yet  they  were  not  entirely  excluded  from  our  political 
aystem.  They  allll  form  an  element  of  political  power. 
He  WBS  not  surprised  at  the  sneers  and  the  contemptu- 
ous manner  in  which  the  people  and  papular  opinion  had 
been  apoken  of*  but  he  w>a  somewhat  astonished  at  the 
effort  to  hold  up  the  Legislatures  of  the  Slates  to  con- 
tempt, coming  from  the  quarter  that  it  didt  from  a  pro. 
fessed  sdvoe«te  of  Sute  rights,  who  seemed  to  regard 
all  political  power  as  rightfully  belonging  to  the  eonrtl- 
tuted  authorities  of  the  States. 

The  able  and  eloquent  advocate  of  the  accused,  still 
acting  HB  public  pmseculor,  next  arralgna  the  majority 
of  the  Senate.  This  seems  to  be  an  Important  point  in 
hia  defence.  We  are  charged  with  a  bold  and  daring 
violation  of  the  constitution,  and  of  being  ready  to  im- 
molate, on  the  shrine  of  parly,  the  liberties  of  our  coun- 
try) of  humbling  and  degrading  the  American  Senate  at 
the  feet  of  the  Bxeeutive^  and  to  bestow  the  homi^  of 
our  adoration  on  the  President.  Sir,  we  deny  the 
chargei  we  repel  and  throw  it  back  on  those  from  whom 
it  comes.  II  is  not  our  purpose  to  extit  (he  President 
St  the  expense  of  the  Semitet  it  ia  not  our  purpose  to 
humble  or  disgrace  the  Senatet  far  from  it.  Our  object 
is  directly  the  reverse:  we  seek  to  remove  the  disgrace 
which  was  cast  upon  it  by  a  former  factioui  majnrityt 
we  wish  to  restore  its  tarnished  honor,  to  purify  its  ^our^ 
naK  to  rti|t*in  that  oonftdence  in  tiie  publie  opinion 
which  It  had  lost. 

It  ia  aim  said,  we  are  thirstily  for  the  blood  of  the 
'Victimsi  that  we  are  now  demanding  Judgment  and  exe- 
ciilion  against  them.  But  from  whom  does  this  demand 
come'  who  it  it  that  is  praying  for  execution^  Is  it  the 
majority  here,  or  is  it  the  States  and  the  peopled  Do 
we  not  faithfully  represent  their  wilP  Sir,  it  is  the 
States  and  the  people  who  have  come  up  here,  and  are 
demanding  Judgment  and  execution)  they  have  decided 
this  question)  they  have  given  in  their  verdict,  and  they 
now  demand  «xeeation{  they  demand  it  in  aiirmee  that 
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e&nnot  be  miMndentood,  nor  uMy  d'wrrnrded.  But 
w«  are  told  tlwt  tho  expremoni  of  public  opinion  in 
■upport  of  the  expunging  procesa,  whether  by  the  Le^s- 
Itluret  or  the  people,  hive  all  reaulted  from  pirtyi  that 
it  i«  ftll  the  miserible  and  dirty  work  of  caucutei  *nd  par- 
ty machiaery,  which  hare  been  brought  to  bear  on  the 
qnestion.  Thta  is  th^  common  aUng  of  those  who  defy 
public  opinion,  or  vlio  hivft  become  obnoxinua  to  its 
eemum.  But  if  there  haa  been  any  thing  of  parly  in 
thia  matter,  and  he  was  not  diapoaed  to  deny  that  there 
bad,  firom  whence  did  it  originate'  Did  it  commence 
with  the  expunging  resolution?  or  with  the  reaolulioo  of 
March,  1834?  Sir,  what  was  the  obnoxious  resolution, 
and  the  whole  proceeding  under  it,  but  the  work  uf  par- 
ty i  It  was  a  parly  measure,  and  so  regarded  by  all  par> 
ticB  and  all  dasaea  at  tbe  timet  it  was  the  work  of  party 
at  a  time  of  great  ex^tement)  it  was  something  more 
than  party — it  wai  raction,  the  very  madness  of  parly. 
And  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  opposilion  to  a 
violent  party  mraaure  should  partake,  in  some  degree, 
of  a  party  character?  How  could  it  be  otherwise? 
The  original  measure  was  designed  to  effect  political 
purposeat  it  was  intended  to  overthrow  tlie  adminiatra- 
tion;  to  aid  the  bank  in  the  work  of  agitftiion  and  panic- 
making.  I'he  cbarite  of  parly  comes  with  an  ill  grace 
frtHD  the  authors  of  the  proceedii^  of  1834. 

What  further  bare  we  heard  in  defence  of  the  extra> 
ordinary  measure  of  tbe  Senate  in  1834|  a  proceeding 
considered  by  a  lat^  majority  nf  the  people  aa  uncon- 
btttutionai,  irregular,  and  highly  dangeroua,  and  which 
agitated  the  country  from  one  extreme  to  the  otheri 
aroused  the  moat  violent  passions,  destroyed  credit,  and 
oceanoned  a  general  panic?  What  have  we  heard  in 
relation  to  the  mertia  of  the  resobition  of  1S34,  and  in 
jiiatiftoation  of  the  prooeediiwa  of  tbe  Senate^  He  allu< 
ded  ratlier  tp  the  debate  of  the  last  aetaion  than  tbe 
present,  aa  nothing  having  even  tlie  appearance  of  a  Jus* 
tification  of  Uiose  proceedings  had  been  wilnesaed  in  this 
debate.  Sir,  aince  the  commencemeot  of  the  discussion 
of  the  resolution  before  ut,  the  principal  if  not  the  only 
ground  of  defence  which  had  been  relied  upon,  and 
which  bad  been  pressed  upon  the  Senate  with  ao  much 
zeal  and  such  an  array  of  talent,  waa  nothing  more  tlisn 
a  poor,  miterable,  eontemptible  plea  in  abatement,  found- 
ed upon  a  pitiable  quibble  updn  the  little  word  "keep." 
Surely  gentlemen  were  under,  great  obligationa  to  that 
liule  word,  aa  it  appeared  to  be  the  only  thing  there 
was  to  keep  them  in  countenance.  He  did  not  propose 
an  argument  in  the  case,  and  certainly  should  not  go  in- 
to one  on  this  quealion  of  abatement.  It  was  not  suited 
to  the  digni^  and  gravity  of  the  subject,  but  much  more 
fitting  some  petly  cause  before  a  justice's  court.  It 
would  compare  with  a  question  he  had  brard  before  a 
Justice'a  court  in  his  own  Stale,  which  waf,  whether  the 
Wife  of  the  defendant  could  be  admitted  aa  a  witnesst 
the  point  was  learnedly  argued,  and  the  magistrate  took 
time  for  consideration,  and  finally  decided  that  she  could 
not  be  admitted  aa  a  witneaa,  yel  he  would  permit  her  to 
testify  ai  a  circumstance.  Pleaa  in  abatement  were  not 
favotvd  in  courta^  and  tliey  had  much  less  claima  to  fa- 
vor in  a  delibentire  assembly.  The  Senate  bss  no  ju- 
risdiction! Thia  is  the  defence.  But  if  we  have  no  ju- 
risdiction of  this  mailer^  there  must  be  jurisdiction  some- 
where. There  can  be  no  great  political  question  in  thia 
country  in  which  there  ia  not  a  tribunal  competent  to 
decide  it.  If  there  is  no  other,  there  is  the  tribunal  of 
public  opinion)  and  it  ia  there  thia  question  haa  been 
considered  and  decided-  The  Senator  [Ur.  Paxsroa] 
aeemt  to  admit  that  the  queaiion  has  been  decide,  and 
that  all  which  rcroaim  is  to  enter  up  judgment  and  do 
execution. 

But  be  was  sorry  to  see  gentlemen  take  shelter  under 
this  plea  in  abatement.   Why  do  they  not  come  up  to 


the  merits  of  the  case,  and  put  themselves  im  their  coun- 
try? Guilty,  or  not  guiltyi  that  lathe  iasue.  Do  they 
deny  the  facta  chared,  or  do  they  justify  them?  And 
what  is  the  justification'  It  was  one  of  the  moat  extra- 
ordinary juattficationa  he  had  ever  witnessed.  We  have 
heard  little  of  it  nowi  but  the  two  distinguished  gentle- 
men who  addressed  the  Senate  last  session,  with  all  their 
lesl,  industry,  iind  ability,  had  not  been  able  to  amume 
any  other  ground  of  juatiflcation  (ban  tlie  very  extraor- 
dinary one,  that  the  reaolution  of  1834,  and  the  proceed- 
ings under  it,  meant  just  nothing  at  all)  that  they  were 
totally  without  meaning,  object,  or  purpose.  The  reao- 
lution, we  are  told,  charges  no  crime  or  offence  what- 
ever upon  the  President.  It  waa  a  mere  expreasion  of 
our  opinion,  but  imparted  no  censure,  and  no  condem- 
nation  of  the  acta  of  the  Preaident.  It  was  nothing  more 
than  a  deolaration  that  the  president  had  made  a  mia- 
takei  that  the  honest  old  nidier  was  not  ao  good  a  con- 
ititulional  lawyer  as  some  of  the  great  expounders  of 
the  oonatitution  in  the  Senate  i  he  meant  well,  his  mo- 
lives  were  good  and  patriotic,  but,  with  the  most  hoTMst 
purposes,  he  had  fallen  into  error)  or,  as  Ihey  say  of  tbe 
King  in  England,  he  had  been  badly  advised)  hi*  advisers 
or  cabinet  had  misjudged  as  to  the  constitution  and  the 
laws.  To  Ih'w  very  extraordinary  juatiScaiitm  he  would 
only  say,  that  if  the  m^ority  of  the  Senate  in  1834  wera 
not  in  earnest,  if  they  meant  nothing  by  ibeir  proceed- 
ings, they  very  much  deceived  their  friends  and  partisana 
throughout  the  country,  who  really  look  them  to  be  in 
earnest.  They  realty  thought  that  the  trial  of  the  Pres- 
ident, which  waa  going  on  here  for  more  than  three 
months,  meant  sotnethingi  and  they  were  cwUunly  in  ear- 
nest) no  men  ever  labored  with  more  teal,  indiitffya 
and  perseverance,  than  did  the  bank  partisans  througli- 
uut  the  country,  in  the  burincsa  of  agitation  and  panic- 
making.  With  their  feara  aroused,  their  passions  in- 
flamed, their  hopes  excited,  impelled  and  hurried  on  by 
a  general  excitement,  they  brcame  almost  frantte,  and 
actually  worked  like  men  putting  out  fire.  He  thought 
it  a  pity  that  the  majority  of  the  Senate  had  not  at  the 
time  let  their  friends  know  that  they  were  not  in  eamestt 
that  they  did  not  intend  to  chaise  thePresident  withai^ 
thing  wrong.  Had  theydonethis,  they  might  have  saved 
to  their  own  partiitana,  and  those  of  the  bank,  much  tiin<>» 
money,  and  trouble. 

But  is  thia  account  of  the  proceedings  of  1834  con- 
sistent with  the  conduct  of  the  majority  of  tbe  Senate  at 
that  time?  U  it  eonaiatent  with  the  speechea  made  on 
that  occasion,  or  any  part  of  the  proceedinga?  Was  the 
Senate  then  told  that  tbe  Preaident  bad  only  fallen  into 
a  mistake  as  to  his  constitutional  powers?  Far,  vet^  far 
from  it.  Sir,  the  whole  debate,  the  entire  proceeding** 
which  occupied  tbe  Senate  for  nearly  four  montha,  all 
reated  on  the  ground  that  the  President  waa  a  tyrant,  « 
uaurpert  that  he  had  Iramplr-d  under  foot  the  conalilution 
and  laws,  invaded  the  rights  of  Congresa,  and  endangered 
the  liberties  of  the  country.  These  were  the  topics 
which  served  to  exasperate  and  inflame  tbe  public  mind 
to  a  atatc  bordering  on  madness.  Here  it  was  that  the  ■ 
spirit  of  violence  was  wrought  up  to  ita  highest  pitch* 
from  whence  It  waa  disaeminatcd  throughout  tbe  coun- 
try. Here  it  waa  that  tbe  people  were  taught  to  de- 
nounce the  President  as  a  military  despot,  a  tyrant,  and 
usurper,  who,  possessing  the  aword,  or  the  command  of 
the  military  force,  had,  by  a  moat  lawleaa  and  daring  act, 
aeised  upon  tbe  national  purse)  and,  by  uniting  the  two 
elements  of  power,  waa  setting  the  laws  at  defiance,  and 
trampling  in  the  dust  the  liberties  of  the  country.  This 
hall  was  then  the  great  laboratory  of  agitation  and  panic- 
mjking.  Here  tne  country  was  told,  by  the  very  author 
of  the  resolution  which,  it  is  now  said,  charged  no  crime 
on  the  President,  and  really  meant  nothing  at  all,  "that 
we  arc  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution,  hiUierto  biapdless» 
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but  rapidljr  ten(Iin(;  towards  ■  lotil  change  of  the  pure 
republicati  character  of  the  Goterntneni',  and  the  con- 
centration of  all  power  in  the  hands  of  one  man.  The 
eyes  of  the  Atnerican  people  are  anzioualy  turned  to- 
wards Con^esai  Ihey  feel  that  Ibey  have  been  deceired 
and  insulted,  their  conftdence  abuser*,  their  interests  be- 
trayed, and  their  liberties  in  dangeri  they  see  a  rapid 
Knd  alarming  conceotration  of  paver  in  one  man's  han^; 
th»  see  that,  by  the  exercise  of  the  positive  authority, 
and  his  nefi^tive  power  exerted  over  ConttreM^  the  will 
of  one  man  alone  prevails  «nd  governs  the  republic. 
The  question  is  no  longer  what  laws  will  Conf^'ess  pass, 
but  what  will  the  Bzecutive  not  veto*  We  already  be- 
hold the  usual  incidents  of  .approaching  tyrannyi  the  land 
is  filled  with  spies  and  impostors,  and  detraction  and 
denunMations  are  iheordersof  tbeday.  People,  e^ect- 
ally  oAeial  Ineumbents  in  this  place,  no  longer  dare  to 
ipeak  in  the  Fearleas  tones  of  manly  freedom,  but  in  the 
cautious  whispers  *A  trembling  alaTes.  The  premonitory 
symptoms  of  despotism  are  upon  us;  and  if  Congress  do 
not  apply  an  instantaneous' and  eflective  remedy,  the  fa- 
tal collapse  will  soon  come  on,  and  we  shall  die— ig- 
nobly die — base,  mean,  and  abject  slaves^  the  scurn 
and  contempt  of  mankind,  unpitietl,  unwept,  and  un- 
mourned." 

Such  were  the  dreadful  eonsequencea  which  were  to 
follow  fmm  .the  act  of  the  President  which  we  are  now 
told  was  nothing  more  than  an  error  or  mistake  as  to 
bis  constitutional  powers.  Sir,  the  speech  I  have  re- 
ferred to,  and  all  the  speeches  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  March,  1834,  treated  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
as  a  hwless  outrsge,  a  daring  invasion  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  u(  the  people.  Tlien  the  impeachment  resolu- 
tion was  not  spt^n  of  as  a  mere  expressi<m  of  opin- 
ton,  hut  gentlemen  boasted  that  the  President  had  been 
arraigned,  tried,  and  found  gitilly.  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Hr.  Pbestok]  need  not  be  reminded  of 
his  having  publicly  declared,  in  the  city  of  the  bank,  that 
"  Jackson  had  been  arraignrd,  found  guilty,  and  con- 
demned. He,  like  the  Legislature,  has  appealed  to  the 
country;  and,  fetlow-cifzens,  you  are  the  country.  In 
you  be  the  verdict,  whether  the  issue  of  the  contest  be 
despotism  or  a  free  Government."  How  does  this  lan- 
guage Cfnnpare  with  what  we  now  hear.  The  Senator 
now  aays  that  the  feaalution  of  1834  did  no  barm;  that 
it  amounted  to  nothing,  and  was  a  mere  expression  of 
an  opinioni  and  asks  for  the  reasons  why  it  shall  be  ex- 
punged. Sir,  that  resolution  is  a  sentence  of  comlem'. 
nation  against  the  President,  fsl^e  in  point  of  fact,  irreg- 
ular in  pmnt  of  form,  and  in  open  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution. Does  if  not  charge  the  Premdent  with  criminal 
conducts  It  Mierts  that  his  aels  were  in  violation  of 
the  constitution  and  luws,  er  in  derogation  of  them, 
wh'idi  is  the  same  thing. '  And  is  it  not  a  high  misde- 
meanor, and  a  crime,  for  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate 
to  violate  the  constitution  and  laws  of  his  cnuntryl  Is  it 
not  a  gross  abuse  of  his  official  trust?  And  are  we  to 
be  told  that  no  bad  motive  is  charged  in  the  resolution? 
This  cannotalter  the  esse.  We  are  to  look  at  the  sub- 
stance of  the  charge,  and  not  the  form.  Does  not  the 
charge  against  any  person,  and  especially  the  Chief  Ex- 
ecutive, of  violating  (he  constitution  and  laws,  import  a 
criminal  purpose?  What  was  it  but  an  alleged  violation 
of  the  constitution  and  laws  on  the  part  of  the  F.xecutive 
of  that  country,  which  led  to  a  civil  war  in  England? 
What  was  it  but  a  viulstion  of  the  constitution  and  laws 
which  led  our  patriotic  ancestors  to  resist  the  inroads  of 
power  in  *761  Sir,  there  can  be  no  higher  crime 
chatted  upon  the  Executive  of  any  country,  than  the 
vUrfation  of  the  conatiiution  and  la«s. 

But  it  it  aaid,  that  if  this  resolution  can  be  expunged, 
ai^  part  er  the  whole  of  the  journal  may  be  expunged, 
and  that  the  «fp«ngiDg  prseesi  may  be  extended  to  the 


records  uf  the  Supreme  Court.  There  may  be  otiier 
reasons  to  justify  the  expunction  of  this  resolution,  but  t 
place  it  on  the  ground  that  the  proceeding  was  not  only 
irregular  and  unconstitutional,  but  sltogether  beyond 
(he  jurisdiction  of  the  Senate,  and  totally  voidt  and  the 
record  no  better  than  an  interpolution  upon  our  journals. 

It  i>,  however,  asked,  where  is  the  necessity  and  what 
is  the  object  of  expunging  the  resolution  of  1834?  I 
can  answer  this  for  myself,  and  for  myself  onlyi  other 
gentlemen  may  have  different  reasons,  but  there  are  two 
which  are  f^ufBcient  for  me.  The  first  is,  (hat  it  is  due  as 
an  act  of  s'mple  justice  to  the  party  iojured,  who  has 
been  srratgned,  tried,  and  condemned,  unheard,  and  in 
viobtion  of  all  the  forma  of  the  constitution,  and  the  es- 
tablished rules  of  judicial  proceedings.  I  know  it  is  as- 
serted that  the  whole  purpose  is  to  exalt  still  higher  the 
name  and  fiime  of  the  Pre^dent,  to  enable  him  to  tri- 
umph over  a  humbled  and  def^aded  Senate,  and  to 
make  him  an  object  of  almost  divine  adoration.  Sir, 
this  is  not  my  purpose)  I  believe  it  is  not  the  purpose  of 
any  one;  so  far  as  the  President  was  regarded  at  all  in 
this  matter,  we  seek  only  (o  do  liim  justice,  the  same 
ju^tice,  and  no  more,  which  the  humblest  individual  in 
the  country  would  be  entitled  to  at  our  hands.  If  a  sen- 
tence of  condemiwtion  has  been  recorded  sgaiost  htm, 
false  in  point  of  fwia,  and  illegal  and  unconstitutional  in 

Eoint  of  principle,  does  not  justice  require  that  it  should 
B  removed?  Are  not  the  rights  of  the  Chief  Magn- 
trate  as  dear  to  us,  and  as  much  entitled  to  protection, 
as  those  of  a  private  citizen^  Sir,  if  the  President  was 
•a  bad  as  be  has  been  represented  to  be,  by  imbitlered 
partisans — whirh  we  all  know  is  bad  enough — if  lie  was 
as  great  a  tyrant  as  he  baa  been  charged  « ith  being,  if 
he  was  anollier  Ciesar,  or  Cromwell,  a  military  chieftain, 
hostile  to  the  principki  of  free  government,  and  pre- 
pared to  trample  into  the  dust  (he  liberties  of  his  country, 
still  he  would  be  entitled  to  justicet  and  if  a  sentence 
bad  been  falsely  and  illegally  recorded  againat  him,  it 
ouglit  not  to  be  permitted  to  stand.  Sir,  gentlemen  are 
alto|^lher  mistaken  when  they  assert  that  this  proceed- 
ing »  designed  to  honor  the  President)  it  is  only  intend- 
etfto  do  hun  justice. 

But  titere  is  anotiier,  and,  in  my  mind,  a  very  strong 
and  cogent  reason,  why  (he  obnoxious  resolution  of 
1834  ought  to  be  expunged.  It  is  a  dangerous  example, 
and,  if  suffered  to  to  acquire  the  charscter  of  r  prece- 
dent, might  unsettle  and  derange  our  whole  political 
system.  It  has  a  direct  stid  unavoidable  tendency  to 
array  and  bring  into  conflict  oite  independent  and  co-or- 
dinsle  branch  of  the  Government  with  another  independ- 
ent and  co-ordinate  department.  If  one  independent 
branch  of  the  Government  can,  in  a  way  not  known  to 
ihe  constitution,  accuse,  try,  and  condemn,  another  in- 
dependent branch,  does  it  not  tend  to  bring  on  a  conflict 
between  (hem'  Each  will  have  his  friends  and  partisans, 
the  people  will  t«ke  sides,  and  (he  whole  population  be- 
come involved  in  the  contruversy.  If  the  Senate  can, 
by  its  direct  action,  examine  into  and  condemn  (he  con- 
duct of  (he  Executive,  and  promulgate  sentence  against 
him,  it  can  do  the  same  in  regard  to  the  Himse  of  Rep- 
resentatives, or  the  Supreme  Court.  The  President  is 
aa  independent,  and  as  distinctly  a  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  Government,  as  is  (he  Judiciary.  If  the  Senate  can 
by  resuluiion  try  and  condemn  the  President  fur  any  ex- 
ecutive act  or  measure,  the  President  may,  by  proclsma. 
tion  or  otherwise,  pass  sentence  of  condemnation  against 
the  Senate,  or  House  of  Representatives,  orthe  Supreme 
Court.  Sir,  this  doctrine  will  not  doj  it  is  not  the  doctrine 
of  the  constUutioni  one  independent  department  of  the 
Government  cannot  inquire  info  and  pass  sentence  of 
condenination  against  the  acta  of  another  independent 
department,  except  so  far  as  the  constitution  has  allowed 
it  to  be  done,  and  tcceiding  to  itifernt.  TUaexampfe. 
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ir  permitted  to  ttond,  will  be  b  dangerous  breach  in  th« 
coiiatilution.  A  distinffuiahed  poltticil  writer  in  Kn^- 
Und,  (Lord  Bolinpbrokef)  in  apetking  of  the  eonatitu- 
tion  of  that  country,  aaya:  "  We  undenlftnd  our  eonati> 
tation  to  be  id  danffer,  not  only  vhen  it  ia  attftcked,  but 
la  toon  ta  a  breach  ia  made  by  which  it  may  be  at- 
tackedt  and  we  understand  this  danger  to  be  greater  or 
less,  in  proportion  to  the  breach  that  is  made,  without 
refrard  to  the  probability  or  improbitbility  of  an  attack." 

But  to  show  the  danf^er  of  Iheiie  conflicts  between  the 
different  departments  of  the  Government,  he  would  re> 
fer  to  the  history  of  that  country  from  whence  our  an- 
eeatora  eamr,  and  brotif^ht  with  them  the  preat  princi- 
ples nf  our  free  inttitutinn!!.  If  we  look  into  the  long 
controversy  which  preceded  the  civil  war,  it  will  be 
found  to  have  sprung  from  the  very  principle  contained 
in  the  resolution  of  1834;  the  right  of  one  independent 
branch  of  the  Government  to  try  and  condemn  the  acts 
of  another.  He  would  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Senate  to 
Whitlocke«  who  wax  an  actor  in  those  acenei,  a  member 
of  Parliament,  he  believed  an  officer  of  the  army,  and  a 
chronicler  of  the  events  of  his  own  timu.  He  says,  **  it 
ii  strange  to  note  how  we  have  inseiuibly  slid  into  the 
beginning  of  this  civil  w»t,  by  one  unexpected  incident 
after  another,  as  wavea.or  the  ira,  which  have  brought  us 
this  far,  we  hardly  know  how|  but  from  paper  combatst 
by  decorations,  remonstrances,  prolesti,  yoies,  messages, 
answers,  and  replies,  we  are  now  come  to  the  question  of 
raising  force*,  and  naming  a  general  snd  officers  of  an 
army."  We  are  here  told,  by  an  actor  in  those  bloody 
wenes,  that  it  was  a  paper  warfare,  carried  on  between 
the  Parliament  and  the  Executive,  which  involved  that 
country  in  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  wari  which  armed 
father  against  son,  and  brother  against  brothert  which 
depopulated  ita  towns  desolated  its  fair  fields,  and  stain- 
ed their  soil  with  the  blood  of  Englishmen.  These  Ira- 
sons  of  history,  written  in  charjiclera  of  blood,  should 
not  be  lost  oo  a  free  and  intelligent  people.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  not  more  on  the  acoount  of  the  injustice, 
flagrant  as  that  was  considered,  than  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  the  proceedings  of  1834,  whldi  has  roused  up 
the  spirit  of  the  country  against  them.  It  is  the  danger 
of  such  a  precedent,  rather  than  its  unconstitutional 
character,  which  has  brought  upon  the  resolution  in 
qiiestion  so  marked  a  reprobation.  On  a  recent  occa- 
aion  he  attempted  to  assign  the  rcasona  which  bad  at- 
tached, for  nearly  half  a  century,  a  high  degree  of  op- 
probrium to  the  sedilton  lavf  and  asserted  that  the  repro- 
bation of  that  act  did  not  arise  so  much  from  its  being 
regarded  as  unconstitutional,  as  from  ita  dangeroai  char- 
acter, and  its  being  considered  as  a  deadly  bUiw  aimed  at 
public  opinion,  the  essential  element  of  our  Government, 
it  is  the  same  with  respect  to  the  resolution  of  March, 
.1834.  The  people  have  regarde<1  it  as  dangerous  and 
perniciousi  tliey  have  rrganled  the  whole  proceeding 
»f  the  Senate  as  factions  and  violent,  fraught  with  mis- 
chief and  danger  to  our  inatitntion^  calculated  tolewlto 
commotion  and  recrinunalion  between  the  d'fferent  de- 
partments of  the  Government,  which  may  result,  as  was 
the  CAse  in  England,  tn  rancorous  dissension§,  and  even 
in  civil  war.  Under  the  influence  of  sentiments  like 
these,  they  were  not  content  that  tbe  dangerous  prece- 
dent should  remain  upon  your  records,  and  now  demand 
at  our  hands  that  it  sliall  be  removed  or  expunged. 
I  Sir,  the  bonor«ble  SeDslia-  from  Kentucky  {Ulr.  Cut- 
TBintBv]  has  informed  ua  that  those  of  as  who  may  vote 
for  this  resolution  will  have  a  fair  chance  for  immortality  i 
that  our  names  would  be  as  imperiahsble  as  the  black 
lines,  and  seems  to  insinuate  that  both  are  destined  to  be 
damned  to  everlasting  fame.  But  if  there  is  any  immor. 
taliiy  connected  with  this  matter,  I  am  sure  the  gentle- 
man and  bis  friends  will  come  in  for  a  full  share,  and 
aomethiiig  mor*.  Thty  will,  iodeed,  be  double  ibarera 


in  the  harvest  of  immortal  fame,  for  the  proceedings  on 
the  resolution  of  1834  are  destined  to  the  aame  immor- 
tality as  those  on  the  resolution  now  before  the  Senate. 
In  those  proceedings^  too^  the  field  was  vastly  more  em- 
pie,  and  all  will  be  entitled  to  corm  in  for  SMne  share  ia 
the  glory  and  fkmt  which  is  to  be  borne  down  th^  tide 
of  time  to  the  latest  posterity.  Even  the  vast  host  of 
witnesses  who  came  up  here  in  the  form  of  petilionere, 
to  testify  against  the  President  and  for  the  bank,  will 
share  in  the  immortality,  ast  believe  their  testimony  was 
all  published  with  their  name%  miking  five  large  vol- 
umes. Here,  sir,  is  a  golden  harvest  of  fame  for  the 
part iaa  ni  of  t  he  bank,  who  eil  her  volnnteercd  as  witneasei^ 
or  promptly  came  forward  at  tbe  request  of  thrir  honor- 
able friends  in  the  Senate. 

And  in  regard  to  this  proceeding,  he  did  nnt  see  but 
that  those  who  oppose  the  resolution  would  have  the 
same  chance  for  immortality  as  those  who  support  it| 
the  nays  will  be  recorded  on  the  same  page  with  the 
yeas,  and  both  go  down  along  with  the  black  lines  to 
posterity.  All  will  have  an  equal  chanre  of  tmmortalitj 
from  this  day's  workt  but  whether  it  will  be  of  honor  or 
dishonor,  and  to  which  of  us  one  or  tbe  other,  remains  to 
be  known.  As  was  said  by  a  popular  writer,  Judas  is  as 
well  known  as  Paul,  but  history  ascribes  his  fante  to  very 
different  actions.  Hsving  discharged  what  we  believs 
to  be  our  duty,  the  whole  subject,  the  black  lines  and 
all,  will  be  haniled  over  to  those  who  are  to  succeed  ua, 
and  it  will  remain  for  poiLterity  to  decide  who  )a  right  and 
who  is  wrong,  and  to  award  to  each  apd  all  their  aharv 
of  the  honor  or  infomy  which  belongs  to  tbe  transaction. 
He  was  content  with  thist  he  rejoiced  that  it  should  be 
so(  he  rejoiced  that  the  deeds  of  this  day,  that  tbe  merits 
of  this  long  and  painful  controversy,  will  have  to  be  de- 
cided upon  by  posterity,  when  all  the  angry  pasMone 
which  it  has  engendered  will  have  subsided,  when  it  can 
be  viewed  calmly  and  dispassionately,  when  tbe  judf  • 
ment  will  be  free  from  personal  prejudice  or  |wrty  ran- 
cor, and  when  the  transaction  can  be  mwed  with  •  sin- 
gle eye  to  the  great  principles  involved.  The  decnion 
thus  made  will  be  final;  from  it  fbere  will  be  no  appemi, 
and  all  must  acquiesce. 

Although  he  could  not  view  the  present  proceeding  in 
to  solemn  a  light  as  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  regard 
rt,  he  tbougiit  he  vw  fully  sensible  of  its  Importance,  aikd 
of  the  responsibility  which  belongs  to  it.  lit  had  com 
sidered  the  matter  long  and  well,  and,  so  far  as  ooneem- 
ed  himself,  he  was  prepared  to  assume  tbe  responsibili- 
ty. He  could  not  doubt  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  pu- 
rify its  journal,  by  removing  from  its  pages  a  resolution 
which  ought  never  to  have  been  entered  therei  and,  be- 
lieving that  we  have  the  power,  he  considered  it  our  du- 
ty to  exercise  it.  Not  being  willing  (said  Mr.  N.)  to  de- 
tain the  Senate  longer,  I  will  say,  in  conclusiun^  that, 
with  these  views  of  the  whole  subject,  I  am  prepared  to 
■take  what  little  of  repuution  I  have,  either  here  or  else- 
where, on  the  final  issue  of  the  question  before  us.  [ 
am  prepared  to  record  my  vote  in  favor  of  this  resolu- 
tion, and  to  permit  it  to  go  down  along  with  the  black 
lines  to  posterity,  and  abide  their  impartial  judgment. 
I  am  prepared  to  vote  to  purify  our  journal,  to  erase, 
obliterate,  blot  out,  or  expunge,  the  obnoxious  reso- 
lution— any  way,  to  remove  it  from  our  records.  Nay, 
moret  tiad  I,  like  the  prophet  of  old,  tbe  gift  of  divina- 
tion, I  would  ruse  my  voice  on  hi|^,  and  devoatiy  in- 
voke that  Being  in  whose  bands  are  the  destinies  of  na- 
tions, who  is  the  searcher  of  all  hearts,  and  in  wfaoas 
presence  we  all  stand,  to  send  fire  from  beaven  and 
consume  the  desecrated  page. 

Mr.  HOORB  raid  that  the  appropriate  suj^estion 
with  wbieh  tbe  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Nikis] 
had  closed  his  speech,  brought  to  his  mind  a  very  impor- 
tant and  useful  ameodmeDt,  the  propriety  of  which  he 
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btd  no  doubt  would  be  ev'tdent  and  obyioiia  to  tbtt  Sen- 
ator, and  he  would  bfg  leave  to  recommend  its  adoption 
to  the  friends  of  ihia  black-line  rraoKition,  viz:  that  thia 
record  of  the  Senate*!  proceedmgt,  made  and  preserved 
by  the  reqiiirements  of  the  eonstilulion,  ihall  be  de- 
airoyed  by  fire  to  be  extracted  from  heaven  by  meani 
of  a«in-^l«sa.  For  thia  he  believed  they  might  plead 
oomething  like  a  precedent  fronn  the  General  Assembly 
of  Georgia.    He  thought  thia  would  complete  the  farce. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  having  ezpreaaed  a  wish  to  speak 
on  this  subject  at  a  proper  time,  and  when  the  minds  of 
Senators  were  not  exhausted,  moved  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn.  Negatived,  by  yeaa  30,  naya  31*  the  yns 
and  nays  having  beeo  ordered  on  the  caU  of  Mr.  Bis- 
TDir. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  then  declined  speaking  at  M  htean 

hour. 

Hr.  HOORB  moved  and  urged  an  adjournment,  thai 
proper  opportunity  might  be  given  for  further  debate. 
Negatived:  Yeaa  20,  nays  S2. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  Iheo  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
nearfy  as  follows: 

The  genlleman  from  Vit^inia  [Hr.  Rives]  says  that 
the  ai^ument  in  favor  of  this  expunging  resolution  has 
not  been  answered.    Sir,  there  are  tnme  questions  ao 
plain  that  they  cannot  be  argued.    Nothing  can  make 
ttiem  more  plaint  and  this  is  one.    No  one,  not  blinded 
by  party  sea>,  can  possibly  be  insensible  that  the  meas- 
ure proposed  is  a  violation  of  the  constitution.  The 
eonslitution  requires  the  Senate  to  keep  a  journalt  this 
resolution  goes  to  expunge  the  joanwL    If  you  m»  ex- 
punge a  part,  you  may  expunge  the  wholet  and  if  it  is 
expunged,  how  is  it  kept?   The  constitution  says  the 
journal  shall  be  kept;  this  resolution  says  it  shall  be  de- 
alfoyed.     It  does  the  very  thing  which  the  constitution 
decUres  shall  not  be  dune.    That  is  the  argument,  the 
whole  argument.    There  is  none  other.    Talk  of  prece- 
dents? and  precedents  drawn  from  a  forcirn  cou'nltyf 
Tbey  don't  apply.    No,  sir.    This  is  to  be  done,  not  in 
consequence  of  argument,  but  in  spite  of  argument.  1 
imderstatHl  the  case.    I  know  perfectly  well  the  gentle* 
men  h>ve  no  liberty  tu  vole  otherwise.   Tbey  are  co> 
erced  by  an  exterior  power.    They  try,  indeed,  to  com- 
fort their  conscience  by  laying  that  it  is  the  will  of  the 
people,  and  the  voice  of  the  people.    It  is  no  such 
thing.    We  all  know  how  these  legislative  returns  have 
been  obtained.  It  is  by  dictation  from  the  White  House. 
The  President  himselr,  with  that  vast  mass  of  patronage 
which  he  wields,  and  -  the  thousand  expectations  he  is 
able  to  hold  up,  has  obtained  theie  votes  of  the  Slate 
Legiilataresf  and  this,  forsooth,  is  said  to  be  ihe  voice  of 
Ihe  people.    The  voice  of  the  people!    Sir,  can  we 
foi^t  the  scene  which  was  exhibited  in  this  chamber 
vhicn  thft  expunging  resolution  was  first  introduced 
here?   Have  we  forgotten  the  universal  giving  way  of 
con^cienee,  so  that  the  Senator  from  Mtssouri  was  left 
alune.'   [  aee  before  me  Senatora  who  could  not  swallow 
that  resolutiont  and  has  its  nature  changed  since  then? 
Is  'it  any  more  constitutional  now  than  it  was  then?  Not 
at  all.    B'tt  executive  power  has  interposed.    Talk  to 
me  of  the  voice  of  the  people!    No,  sir.    It  is  the  com- 
bination of  patronage  and  po.wer  to  coerce  ihis  body  in- 
to a  gross  and  palpable  violation  of  the  constitution. 
Some  individual^  I  perceive,  think  to  escape  through 
tfie  particular  form  in  which  ihia  act  is  to  be  perpetrated. 
They  tell  us  that  the  resolution  on  your  records  is  not  to 
be  expunged,  but  is  only  to  be  endorsed  '*  Expunged." 
Really,  air,  I  do  not  know  how  to  argue  against  such 
Contemptible  sophistry.    The  occasion  is  too  solemn  for 
an  ar|^umcnt  of  this  sort.    You  are  going  lo  violate  the 
conititutton,  and  you  gel  rid  of  the  in^my  by  a  falae- 
hood.    You  ymirselves  say  that  the  resolutio'n  is  expung. 
ed  by  your  order.    Tet  you  say  it  is  not  expunged.  You 
Vol.  Xlll.— 3r 


put  your  act  in  express  words.  You  record  it,  and  then 
turn  round  and  deny  it. 

But  what  is  the  motive?  What  isttfe  pretext  for  this 
enormity  ?  Why,  gentlemen  tell  us  the  Senate  has  two 
distinct  consciences — a  legislative  conscience,  and  a  ju^ 
dicial  conscience.  As  a  legislative  body  we  have  deci- 
ded that  the  President  has  violated  the  constitution.  But 
gentlemen  telluatliat  thia  is  sn  impeachable  ofrence;and, 
as  we  may  be  called  to  try  it  in  our  judicial  capacity,  we 
have  no  right  to  expresa  the  opinion.  I  need  not  show 
how  inconsistent  such  a  poution  is  with  the  eternal,  im- 

Rrescriptible  right  of  freedom  of  speech,  and  how  utter- 
j  ineonnstent  it  is  with  precedents  drawn  from  the  his* 
tory  of  our  British 'ancestor!^  where  Ihe  same  liberty  of 
speech  hsa  for  centuries  been  enjoyed.  There  b  a 
shorter  and  more  direct  argument  in  reply.  Gentlemen 
who  take  that  position  cannot,  according  to  their  own 
showing,  vote  for  this  resolution;  for  if  it  is  unconstitU; 
tional  for  ua  to  record  a  resolution  of  condemnation,  be- 
cause we  may  afterwards  be  called  to  try  the  ease  in  a 
judicral  capacity,  then  it  is  equally  unconatitutional  foe 
us  lo  recoH  a  resolution  of  acquittal,  if  it  is  unconati. 
tutional  for  Ihe  Senate  to  declare  before  a  trial  that  the 
President  has  violated  the  constitution,  it  is  equally  un- 
constitutional to  declare  before  a  trial  that  he  has  not  vi- 
otaled  the  eonslitution.  The  same  principle  is  involved 
in  both.  Yet,  in  the  very  face  of  this  principle,  gentle- 
men are  here  going  to  condemn  their  own  act. 

But  why  do  I  waste  my  breath'  I  know  it  is  all  utter- 
ly vain.  The  day  is  gone;  night  approaches,  and  night 
ii  suitable  lo  the  dark  deed  we  meditate.  There  is  a 
sort  of  destiny  in  this  thing.  The  act  must  be  perform^ 
ed}  and  it  is  an  set  which  will  tell  on  the  political  histo- 
ry of  this  country  forever.  Other  preceding  violations 
of  the  constilutiori  (and  they  have  been  many  and  great) 
filled  my  bosom  with  indignation,  but  this  fills  it  only 
with  grief.  Others  were  done  in  the  heat  of  psrty. 
Power  was,  as  it  were,  compelled  to  support  itself  by 
seizing  upon  new  instruments  of  influence  and  patron- 
age; and  there  were  ambitious  and  able  men  to  direct 
the  process.  Such  was  the  removal  of  the  depositee 
which  the  President  seized  upon  by  a  new  and  unprece- 
dented act  of  arbitrary  power;  an  act  which  gave  him. 
ample  means  of  lewarding  friends  and  punishing  ene- 
mies. Something  may,  perhaps,  be  pardoned  to  him  in 
Ihis  matter,  on  the  old  apoli^  of  tyrantt— the  plea  of 
necesMiy.  But  here  there  can  be  no  such  apoh^. 
Here  no  necessity  can  so  much  as  be  pretended.  Thia 
act  originates  in  pure,  unmixed,  personal  idolatry.  It 
is  the  melancholy  evidence  of  a  broken  spirit,  ready  to 
bow  at  the  feet  of  power.  The  former  act  was  such  a 
one  as  might  have  been  perpetrated  in  Ihe  days  of  Pom- 
pey  or  Cxaart  but  an  act  like  this  could  never  have  been 
consummated  by  a  Roman  Senate  until  the  times  of  Cal- 
igula and  Nero. 

Mr.  CLAY  inquired  whether  the  question  involved 
both  the  presmbleand  the  resolution. 
The  CHAIRsaidit  embraced  the  whole  subject-matter. 
Mr.  CLAY  having  enumerated  some  of  the  topics  on 
which  he  had  designed  lo  speak,  relating  to  this  resolu. 
tion,  gave  way  to 

Mr.  MOORE,  who  again  novedan  adjournment:  Ayet 
32,  noes  not  counted. 
So  the  Senate  adjourned. 


SAToanAT,  JinuABT  14. 
NATIONAL  BANK  IN  NEW  YORK. 
Mr.  TALLMADGE  presenlcd  a  memorial  from  the 
board  of  trade  in  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the 
creation  of  a  national  bank,  to  be  located  in  that  city. 

Mr.  1'.  said  he  presented  this  meoior'nl  at  the  request 
oftiie  commUtee  deputed  by  the  board  of  trade  to  eon- 
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Tcy  it  to  Wubington.  The  nKmorial'Mti  itited  that  in 
GORMquence  of  the  derati^tnent  eziitinfr  in  the  ciirreri' 
cy  Md  exch*ngea  of  the  country,  it  wu  important  that* 
nttioul  bank  should  be  created  by  Con^eia.  Tbey  enter- 
tained the  opinion  that  that  was  the  only  remedy  for  the 
cvilfl  growing  out  of  that  state  of  things.  They  prayed 
|h«t  Congress  would  create  bucIi  an  institution,  according 
to  the  plan  set  forth  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  bis  message  of  1833.  Whilst  he  (Hr.  T.)  bore  testi- 
mony to  th«  high  character  of  the  gentlemen  composing 
(he  board  of  trade,  and  who  had  sent  the  memorial  here, 
he  felt  it  due  to  himself  to  say  that  he  did  not  concur  in 
the  views  of  the  memorialiats  on  the  subject.  His  views 
liad  been  often  expressed,  here  and  fisewhere,  so  that  it 
«u  unnecessary  that  he  sttould  say  any  thing  on  llie  sub- 
ject. 

The  memorial  wu  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
wwe. 

TEXJkS. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Datis,  call- 
ing OD  the  President  of  the  United  States  fw  copies  of 
any  eorrespcHtdence  which  may  hate  passed  between  him 
and  Genera]  Santa  Anna,  or  any  other  of  the  auihoritiea 
of  Mexico,  in  relation  to  the  independence  of  Texas, 
being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  GRUNDY  suggested  the  propriety,  under  existing 
rireumstance^  of  letting  it  lie  K>r  a  few  day^  unless  the 
honorable  mover  had  some  special  reason  fur  urging  its 
inmedi^e  adoption. 

Mr.  DAVIS  remarked,  that  as  General  Santa  Anna 
vas  said  to  be  now  on  his  way  to  this  city,  with  some 
purpose  relating  to  the  independence  of  Texas,  it  was 
to  be  presumed  that  some  communications  on  the  subject 
had  passed  between  him,  or  other  authorities  of  Mexico, 
aod  the  President.  It  wu  desirable  that  nich  corre- 
spondence, if  any  had  taken  place,  should  be  seasonably 
in  the  posaeiMon  of  the  Senate,  but  be  was  willing  to  let 
the  reaolution  lie  till  Mcmdayi  and  it  was  accordingly  laid 
on  thetable< 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RING,  of  Alabama,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  tbe  eonnderatton  of  the  bill  prohibiting  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  except  to  actual  settlers  and  In  limit- 
ed quantities,  as  amended  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  WALKER  said,  the  great  principle  contained  in 
the  billnowunder  consideration  was  to  arrest  monopolies 
of  the  pablic  lands,  and  limit  the  sales  to  settlers  or  cul- 
firators.  The  adaption  of  this  measure  would  have  a 
material  influence  opon  the  revenue  of  the  Government 
Mid  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Before  investigating 
ttbe  detaih  of  the  bill,  it  would  be  proper  to  examine  tbe 
preliminary  question,  whether  the  great  principle  upon 
irbicb  the  bill  reposes  is  such  as  to  recommend  it  to  the 
fitvorable  consideration  of  the  American  Senate.  So  long 
•I  Congreu  offers  for  sale  hundreds  of  millions  of  acres 
of  land(  with  no  limitation  upon  the  extent  of  the  pur- 
dbaae,  vast  quanlilies  of  these  lands  must  past  into  the 
bands  of  a  few  capitalists,  thus  auUiorizcd  and  invited  by 
the  Govemment  to  make  tbe  purcbaset  and  when  these 
eapitaliati  wifincd  their  operations  to  the  acquisition  of 
lands  unoccupied  by  any  settler,  it  wsa  clearly  erroneous  to 
denounce  such  speculations  during  the  continuance  of  the- 
existing  system.  It  was  tbe  system  that  was  wrong;  and 
■0  long  as  it  was  continued,  any  denunciation  cf  those 
who  purchased  large  bodies  of  the  unoccupied  public 
lands  wsa  worse  tlutn  ridiculous.  Such  purchases  had 
been  made,  and  would  continue  to  be  made,  by  many 
req>eotable  citizrna,  in  accordance  with  the  invitation  of 
*ie  Government;  and  any  denunciation  of  such  pur- 
obaaera  would  only  react  upon  the  Congress  wbkh 
•doptad  the  exiatii^  ayatcm,  u  well  as  every  wccccding 


Congress  whieb  refuses  ita  repeal  or  modification.  But 
the  question  rectfrs,  does  this  system  best  promote  the 
prosperity  of  the  American  people?  and  Aall  we  contin- 
ue to  invite  and  encourage  tbe  monopoly  of  the  public 
lands  by  a  few  tndiviituBls,  or  ao  amend  the  existing  aya. 
tern  as  to  sell  the  public  lands  only  in  limited  quantities 
sufficient  for  farms  or  plsntaliuns,  and  thus  reserve  for 
these  great  and  useful  purposes  this  noble  public  dom^n? 
Whether  Ibcae  lands  iball  thus  be  reserved  for  sale  only 
for  settlement  or  cultivation,  or  whether  they  shall  be 
permitted  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  few  individuals,  by 
townships,  counties,  and  even  entire  States,  in  a  «ngle 
year,  is  the  true  question  which  we  must  determine. 

The  evils  of  tbe  existing  system  were  only  fully  devel- 
oped during  tbe  past  year  aod  that  which  preceded  it. 
By  the  returns  from  the  Ljuid  Office,  the  sales,  exelu- 
nve  of  those  at  Pontotoc,  Missiswppi,  during  the  first 
three  quarters  ofthe  past  year,  amounted  to  #20,063,430, 
and  the  number  of  seres  sold  to  15,934,430.  Thus, 
upon  the  same  ratio,  the  satrsof  the  year  1836amounted 
to  twenty  millions  of  acres,  and  upwards  of  twenty-fi^e 
millions  of  dolltrsj  and,  including  the  sales  at  Pontotoc,  to 
more  than  twenty^tne  millions  of  acres,  and  more  than 
twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars.  In  a  single  year,  thus,  a 
portion  of  tlie  public  domain  baa  been  sold,  nearly  equal 
in  superficial  extent  to  the  great  Slate  of  Ohi<^  and  ex> 
ceeding  the  superficies  of  five  New  England  Slates,  con- 
taining more  tlian  two  miUioni  of  people.  In  this  man- 
ner, entire  States  are  swept  in  a  single  year  into  the  hands 
of  speculators,  who  mny  thus  cxerciae  a  greater  control 
over  the  dertiny  of  these  States,  for  half  a  century  to 
come,  than  the  national  and  State  Lf  gialaturea  combined. 
Can  any  system  be  devised  more  uestruclive  of  equal 
rights  and  republican  principleaf  In  vain  shall  we  bave 
itruck  down  the  feudal  system,  with  itt  aceompanying 
reUtion  of  lord  and'vassal,  if  we  create  and  continue 
here  this  worse  than  feudal  vassalage,  ihia  aystem  of 
American  lam^birdv,  engrossing  millions  of  acres,  and  reg- 
ulating the  terms  of  sale  or  settlement.  In  vstn  shall  we 
have  abolidied  tbe  system  of  primogeniture  and  entail- 
ments, as  calculated  to  create  landed  monopolies,  if  we 
suslsin  the  existing  policy,  by  which  a  few  eapilaliUa 
may  engross  in  a  single  year  the  ownership  of  States, 
and  control  the  destiny  of  millions.  An  extent  of  terri- 
tory equal  to  five  Slates  passing  in  a  single  year  into  the 
hsn'ds  of  speculators!  must  not  this  create  here  a  landed 
aristocracy,  without  the  title,  but  more  wealthy  and  pow- 
erful than  the  linking  nubility  of  England.'  It  will  eatab- 
lisli  a  fourth  eHtsie,  more  controlling  than  the  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  power.  It  will  control  agricul- 
ture and  its  products,  by  regulating  the  price  of  wnded 
property.  It  will  certainly  introduce  into  the  new  States 
the  system  of  landlord  and  tenant,  by  which  the  orau- 
pant  will  not  be  the  owner  of  the  soil  he  cultirates,  but 
the  tributary  of  some  absentee  landlord,  who  will,  in  the 
shape  of  an  anntisl  rent,  reap  nearly  all  the  profits  of 
the  labor  of  the  cultivator.  It  will  establish  a  relation  of 
abject  dependence  en  the  one  hand,  and  tj  rannical  pow- 
er on  the  other.  It  will  impoverish  the  many,  and  en- 
rich the  few.  It  will  create  a  war  of  capital  against  la- 
bor, of  the  producer  against  the  nt>n-producer,  of  the 
cultivator  against  the  speculator;  a  war  in  which  tbi*  Gov- 
ernment will  be  arrayed  on  the  side  of  the  speculator, 
enlarging  his  dominion,  increasing  his  power,  until,  ins 
few  years  more,  he  wilt  acquire  a  complete  monopoly, 
and  maintain  an  undisputed  empire,  throu^iout  the  val- 
ley ofthe  West. 

There  can  be  no  greater  injury  to  any  country  than 
the  monopoly  of  its  lands  by  a  few  individuabt  thus 
keeping  those  lands  out  of  the  hands  of  settlers  and  cul- 
tivator*, and  condemning  vast  regions  of  fertile  lands  to 
rem^n  for  years  waste  and  uncultivated.  The  West,  for 
many  yearly  has  been  endeanoing  to  obtain  from  Coo- 
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grtm  ft  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  hndt;  but 
the  eontinuatioa  of  tbe  existing  nrBtem  ii  worae  thin  a 
refinl  to  reduce  the  prioet  it  la  eqainlent  to  a  hw 
ratiinff  the  price  to  Mttfcn  and  cultiniton  fyom  one  dol< 
lar  and  twenty-five  Mnts  per  acre,  to  a  price  varying 
from  fire  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre.  It  ia  well  known 
that,  witbin  tbe  last  few  years,  vast  bodies  of  public  lands 
have  been  purchased  by  speculators  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty-fire  cents  per  acre,  and  resold  to  settlers  or  eiil- 
tivalers  at  prices  varying  from  five  to  thirty  dollars  per 
acre.  And  what  must  soon  be  tbe  inevitabk  result  of 
ctmlinuing  the  eziatinf  qratcm^  At  the  rate  of  twenty- 
one  millkHH  of  acres  per  annum,  ipeculators  in  a  very 
few  years  must  own  nearly  every  acre  of  good  land  in  the 
pr«ent  new  States  and  ot|^nized  Territories  of  the 
Union.  When  this  monopoly  shall  be  complete,  and  no 
good  land  remains  the  property  of  tbe  Government,  will 
not  a  slill  higher  price  be  denuinded  fur  those  lands  by 
Ibose  who  hold  them?  If  we  abolish  the  syctem  of  sales 
to  ipecalators,  these  millions  of  saes  of  good  land,  now 
owned  by  the  Government,  will  pisa,  from  time  to  time, 
at  the  minimum  price,  into  the  hands  of  settlers  or  culti- 
vators, which  otherwise  would  be  purchased  by  specu- 
lators,  and  resold  by  them  at  from  five  to  thirty  dollars 
per  acre.  Every  Senator  who  votes  against  this  bill 
votes  for  continuing  a  svslem  by  which  this  vast  enhance- 
ment to  aelllera  snd  cultivators,  of  the  price  of  (he  pub- 
lic laiidi,  must  soon  take  place*  There  can  be  no  great- 
er curse  to  any  country,  no  more  serious  impediment  to 
its  prosperity,  than  the  high  price  of  its  unoccupied 
lands.  It  prevents  or  postpones  the  settlement  of  those 
lands,  and  decreases  the  wealth,  products,  and  popula- 
tion, of  a  State.  It  is  equivalent  to  a  decree  of  man,  con- 
demning to  remain  waste  and  uncultivated  vait  regions 
created  by  nature  inexbsuslibly  fertile,  and  Inviting  the 
bend  of  impiovement.  What  Senator  from  any  new 
State  has  not  iceo  whole  townships  of  land  remaining 
in  the  hands  of  tpeculaton^  waste  and  unoccupied,  where 
otherwise  purchases  by  settlers  or  cultivators  would  have 
been  made  at  the  minimum  price  of  the  Government, 
and  where  would  now  be  smiling  farms  and  prosperous 
villages. 

.The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  tella  us 
that,  under  the  present  system,  tbe  new  Sutcs  have 
grown  and  prospered.  No,  tkn  it  was  before  the  pres- 
ent aysiein  of  speculation  had  seized  the  public  mind, 
and  when  settlers  and  cultivators  purchased  the  public 
lands  at  the  mininium  price  per  acre.  But  will  it  be 
contended  that  a  State  will  fleurish  more  by  enabling 
specutalors  to  sell  to  settlers  and  cultivators,  at  from 
five  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre,  those  very  lands  which 
otherwise  ttiey  would  obtain  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter 
per  tent  The  &ets  in  our  past  history  are  agdnst  the 
argamcnt  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  The  average 
sales  of  the  public  lands  from  1!?6  to  1830  amounted 
to  less  than  one  million  of  acres  per  annum.  Sales  must, 
therefore,  then  have  been  made  almost  exclusively  to 
settlers  aiid  cultivators  by  the  Government,  at  (he  mini- 
mum price,  when  the  West  increased  so  rapidly.  But 
what  ia  tbe  ease  nowi  Why,  more  tlian  four  fifths  of  tbe 
■ales  are  made  to  specubtora.  Thus  we  have  seen  the 
■ales  of  the  year  1836,  including  those  at  Pontotoc, 
■mounting  to  more  than  -   21,00(^000  acres. 

And  tbe  lales  of  1835   -         •  13,000,000 
Do,        1834    -         -  4,658,000 


Total  of  sales  of  1834.  1835,  and 

1836  .         -         .         ■  38,658,000 

Total  of  aalei  from  1796  to 

1824  ...         -  32,843,019 

Tbus  it  ia  proved  that  the  sales  of  the  last  three  years 

exceed,  by  nearly  six  millions  of  acres  the  entire  sales 

for  nearly  forty  years  preceding.   Tbe  system  of  aalest 


then,  at  the  minimum  price,  by  tbe  Government,  to 
settlers  or  cultivators,  was,  in  bet,  tbe  system  under 
which  the  new  States  grew  and  proiperedi  but  let  amp 
new  State  reilixe  what  will  soon  tw  the  situation  of  aU 
of  them  under  the  existing  eales,  when  every  acre  of 
unoccupied  good  land  withm  their  limits  will  be  in  tbo 
hands  of  speculators,  and  not  an  acre  to  be  obtained  at 
the  Government  pricet  and  can  they  continue,  as  hereto- 
fore, to  increase  and  prosperf  He  who  thinks  so  must 
believe  that  a  State  will  flourish  more  rapidly  by  en* 
bancing  to  settlers  and  cultivators  tbe  price  of  its  unoccu- 
pied Isndsi  and  he  who  thinka  so  should  oppose  the 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  tends.  The  redoo. 
tion  to  settlers  of  the  price  of  the  public  landi  is  cer- 
tainly an  important  measure  to  tbe  new  States,  and  one 
which  (Hr.  W.  said)  he  yet  hoped  to  see  adopted.  But 
this  reduction  of  tbe  price  of  refuse  land,  on  an  average, 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  is  by  no  means  so  impor. 
tant  to  tbe  new  States  as  the  passage  of  this  bill.  If  tha 
maximum  required  for  settlement  and  cultivation  an- 
nually be  five  millions  of  acres,  which  under  this  bill 
would  be  sold  for  these  purposes  al  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  but,  by  tbe  conlimiance  of  tba 
existing  qrstem,  sold  by  speculators  to  settlers  at  an 
average  profit  of  five  dollars  per  acre,  there  would,  by 
this  bill,  be  saved  annually  to  the  settlers  and  cultivatora 
of  the  new  States  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars  in  tba 
price  of  their  lands.  But  admitting  that  of  these  refiuiB 
Isnds,  long  in  market,  proposed  to  be  reduced,  on  m 
average,  twenty-five  centa  per  acre,  a  million  of  acrci 
were  purchased  annually  for  settlement  and  cultivation^ 
there  would  be  saved  annually  to  (he  settlers  of  tbe  new 
States,  in  the  price  of  their  lands,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollarst  being  less,  by  upwards  of  twenty^four 
millions  annually,  than  is  saved  to  the  settlers  of  the  new 
Slates  by  (he  adoption  of  this  measure.  If  it  werepropoaed 
at  once,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  to  transfer  tbe  whole  pub- 
lic domain  to  speculators,  at  tbe  minimum  price  peraere» 
what  Senator  from  any  new  State  would  nut  at  once  oh* 
ject  toil?  Would  we  not  all  ssy  it  would  be  equivalentto 
raising  to  settlers  the  price  of  these  lands,  on  an  average, 
five  dollars  per  scre^  And  yet,  can  we  close  our  eyes 
to  tbe  fact  that,  by  continuing  the  present  system  for  a 
few  years,  the  same  consequences  must  follow,  when, 
could  we  even  obtain  from  Congress  a  reduction  of  tbe 
price  of  the  public  lands,  then  will  remain  none  worth 
purchasing  upon  wbicli  the  reduction  could  operate? 
Continue  iliis  system  a  few  years,  and  tbe  land  offices  of 
tbe  United  States  will  be  abolished  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses, and  offices  opened  in  their  place  by  speculating 
companies.  Already  baa  this  been  done  in  at  least  one 
of  the  new  States,  and  half  a  million  of  acres  advertised 
for  sale  by  a  single  company,  at  prices  varying  fhim  two 
to  thirty  dollars  per  acre.  Another  company  is  pro* 
gressing  with  its  entries,  with  a  capital  of  six  millions  of 
dollars;  and  this,  with  other  similar  associations  now 
formed  and  forming,  and  individual  capitalists  embarked 
in  these  operations,  will  monopolize  the  public  domain, 
leaving,  in  a  very  short  time,  not  an  acre  wwth  culti- 
vating, to  be  purchased  at  the  Government  price  per 
acre.  We  do  not  yet  feel  fully  all  the  evili  of  tbe  sys- 
tem, beeaiue  in  most  of  the  new  Slates  the  Government 
still  has  considerable  bodies  of  good  land  for  sale  at  the 
minimum  price,  and  competes  with  the  speculator  in  tbe 
market}  but  when  this  ceases,  as  it  soon  will  under  tbe 
present  system,  and  every  acre  of  good  unoccupied  land 
is  in  the  hands  of  speculators,  snd  the  monopoly  com. 
plete,  who  can  foretell  (be  high  price  that  will  be  de- 
msnded  i  The  propoeilioo  seemi  almost  too  clear  tot 
argument,  that  the  monopoly  of  the  lands  of  a  Stale  by  a 
few  individuals  must  deeply  injure  its  prosperity.  Tbe 
Territories  of  the  Union  will  suffer  most  oy  continuing 
tbls  aystemf  and  Florida,  loiUr.  and  Wisconsin,  ra 
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Iwiwd  noefa  longer  in  territorial  pupili^.  The  spirit 
uf  ■pewktiod  will  iw«ep  orer  then,  like  the  hurricane 
of  Uie  tro|deit  fubrerting  all  within  the  range  of  its  wild 
uid  deaolatingr  career.  These  TerritorieB  will,  in  fact, 
■0  far  a*  regards  the  public  dotnatn,  ceaae  to  be  the 
TerritorieB  of  the  United  SUtei,  and  become  the  Terri- 
lorica  of  BpeculatorB,  owning  their  aoil,  controlling  their 
^aliny  for  half  a  cmtury,  and  pottponing  Ibdr  admis- 
■ion  as  SUtea  of  the  Union.  To  the  truly  wise  and 
patriotic  American,  there  can  be  no  spectacle  more  truly 
sublime  ^an  the  admission  of  new  Sutes  of  the  Union — 
to  behold  another  region  reclaimed  from  solitude,  and 
added  to  liberty  and  ciTilizationt  another  country  emer- 
ging from  territorial  pupilage,  and  assuming  the  attitude 
of  one  of  the  Stales  of  the  American  Union.  Pass  this 
fill,  and  in  a  few  years  more  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  con- 
taining the  mountain  streanu  and  fnunlaina  of  the  great 
Mississippi,  will,  together  with  Florifia,  send  tbeir  Sen- 
itora  here  to  co-operate  with  us  in  adrancing  the  pros- 
perity of  our  common  country.  These  Territories  are 
unrrpreaented  on  tliis  floor)  and  should  we  not  all  feel 
disposed  to  legislate  for  them  in  a  spirit  of  psrental 
kindness,  and,  above  all,  aave  tliem  from  the  grasp  of 
speculating  monopolists?  This  bill  embracea.  within  ita 
munificent  proviwon  the  whole  Union  and  all  its  parts. 
It  reserves  our  noble  public  domidn  as  a  prcckHis  tn- 
bcritanee  for  the  whole  American  people,  to  be  pur- 
chased fmly  by  aetllers  or  cultivators,  from  the  Rovern- 
ment,  nt  the  o^nimum  price.  It  encourages  sgriculture, 
that  mother  of  (reemf  n,  that  nurse  of  virtue,  liberty, 
and  independence — that  truly  useful  and  virtuous  voca- 
tion, heretofore  depressed  by  exorbitant  tariffs.  It  will 
enable  every  American  oitixen  to  obtain  a  farm  at  a  rea- 
Bonable  price  from  a  paternal  Goremment,  for  more  than 
luilf  a  century  to  come,  it  reserves  for  the  noblest  pur- 
poses, as  the  inheritance  of  the  whole  people  of  this 
Union,  what,  under  the  existing  system,  will  soon  be  the 
properly  of  a  few  speculating  monopolists. 

There  is  another  method  in  which  the  ex-sting  system 
retards  the  prosperity  of  the  new  States.  Of  tlie  twen- 
ty-seven milliona  of  dolhirs  paid  this  past  year  fur  pub- 
lic hndi,  ftt  least  fifteen  millioni  are  paid  by  (he  people 
of  the  new  States,  and  at  least  ten  millions  of  thb  for 
porchaaes  for  speculalicm.  Thus  is  (en  millions  taken  in 
■  single  year  from  the  people  of  the  new  Sutea,  for  in- 
vestment in  wild  lands,  remaining  a  dead  capital,  and 
withdrawn  from  investment  in  farms,  or  buildings,  or 
railroads,  or  some  of  the  useful  branches  of  productive 
induBtryi  and  thua  injuriously  affecting  the  business  and 
prosperity  of  the  new  States.  Nor  is  it  only  the  new 
Slates  in  which  this  evil  ia  experteoced.  Not  (he  ok! 
States  are  perhaps  the  greatest  sufferers.  Exclusive  of 
the  entries  made  for  cultivation  or  settlement  upon  the 
ratio  i»f  the  present  year,  we  have  aeen  that  upwards  of 
ten  millions  annually  from  the  oM  States  will  be  with- 
drawn for  the  purchase  of  wild  lan^s  for  speculation. 
This  is  a  process  equally  injurious  to  the  old  and  to  the 
new  States.  To  the  new  Suies,  we  have  seen  that  it  is 
equivalent  to  a  law  advandng  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  to  setllers  and  cuttivaior^  for  the  benefit  of  specu- 
latm,  at  least  five  dollars  per  acre.  To  the  old  Slates, 
it  is  a  withdrawal  of  ten  millions  annually  from  the  chan- 
nels of  productive  indusiry,  for  investmtnt  in  wild  iandu, 
thus  doomed  to  remain  for  years  wvste  and  uncultivated. 
Who  can  deny  that  ten  nnlltons  taken  annually  from  com- 
merce, agriculture,  manufacturea,  and  public  improre- 
focnta,  in  the  old  Bteteiv  muat  prave  deeply  injiiriuus  (o 
tboie  coMiunities?  Under  the  existii^  system,  capital- 
ists, great  and  small,  and  borrowers  from  banks,  will 
send  from  tlie  old  States  millions  of  money  annually  for 
land  apeculaliona,  which  they  would  otherwise  invest  in 
some  useful  buwness,  or  in  aiime  public  improvemenlsht 
bomet  but  these  investments  will  be  not  made,  j  ielding 


only  an  annual  profit  of  five  or  ten  per  cent.,  when  five 
hundred  per  cent,  can  be  made  in  a  series  of  years,  at  a 
single  operstion,  by  purchases  of  wild  lamia.  Many  of 
these  capiialiats  purchased  these  lands  as  a  permanent 
Investment,  intending  to  withhold  them  from  sate  for  pe- 
riods ranging  from  five  to  twenty  years,  calculsiing  that 
the  continued  advance  would  be  more  than  equivalent  to 
the  ordinary  interest  of  mnney  or  profits  of  burinesa. 
In  the  mean  time,  during  this  long  interval,  this  ten  mil- 
lions annually  might  as  well  he  sunk  in  the  ocean. 
There  is  thus  opened  a  golden  stream  from  the  East  to 
the  West,  which,  whilst  it  drains  the  East  of  millions  of 
capital,  condemns  to  a  period  of  long  sterility  vast  por- 
tion of  the  beautifal  valley  of  the  Weat,  containing  a  aoil 
inexhaustibly  fertile,  but  remaining  in  the  hands  of  spec- 
ulators barren  and  unproductive.  Prom  the  old  and  the 
new  States  combined,  we  bare  seen  that  there  was  (bis 
year  witbdta'wn  more  than  twenty  milfionsof  dollars,  for 
investment  In  lands  for  specuUtion.  For  the  present, 
this  twenty  millions  might  as  well  be  atmihilaledi  and  if 
the  system  is  continued,  great  indeed  will  be  the  dislrefs 
and  embsrrassment  of  the  whole  country.  Indeed,  to  this 
csuse,  more  than  all  others  combined,  muat  be  attributed 
any  existing  difficulties  in  the  money  market.  No  one 
at  all  versed  in  the  principlea  of  political  economy  can 
for  a  miHneni  doubt  that  twenty  millions  lakcn  annual- 
ly from  commerce,  i^ioullure,  and  manufiuiturei,  must 
embarrass  the  business  of  any  nation.  These  results  of 
this  system  (Mr.  W.  said)  he  cleaHy  foresaw  and  pre- 
dicted at  the  laat  aeasion  of  Congress.  Mr.  W.  here 
read  the  following  extract  from  the  report  made  by  him 
at  the  last  session,  from  the  select  committee  in  favor  of 
the  bill  confining  the  aalei  of  public  bind*  to  settlers  or 
cultivators: 

"  Until  within  a  few  years  past  the  sales  were  mde 
almost  exclusively  for  settlement,  but  now  the  reverse 
is  the  fsct.  The  sales  within  the  last  year  have  amount- 
ed to  nearly  thirteen  milliona  of  acrea,  being  almnat 
three  limes  the  amount  sold  in  any  preceding  year. 
Eight  milliooB  of  acres  of  these  sales  have  probably  been 
made  for  spccu'ation,  and  not  for  settlement.  This 
spirit  of  Bpeculation  in  the  public  lands  is  inereMmg  with 
aUrming  rapidity.  Companies  are  forming  in  all  direc- 
tions to  mdoopnllxe  the  ownership  of  the  public  domain, 
and  thus  be  enabled  to  arreat  the  settlement  and  regu- 
Ute  the  prosperity  of  the  new  States  and  Territories  of 
the  Union.  A  total  and  complete  monopoly  of  the  pub- 
l-c  lands  by  speculators  is  now  contemplated,  and  the 
consequent  withdrswal  from  the  Government  of  all  its 
power  over  this  subject.  This  system  will  be  deeply 
usurious  to  the  interest  of  the  old  as  well  as  of  the  new 
States.  Vast  sums  will  be  taken  from  investment  in  the 
oliannels  of  productive  industry  in  the  old  Stales^  and 
invested  in  purchaaes  of  uncultivated  landa.  It  is  a  boun- 
ty offered  by  Government  fur  the  annual  withdrawal  of 
capital  from  the  useful  pursuits  of  productive  industr]-, 
for  investment  in  waste  lamis,  producing  nothing,  and, 
eonaequently,  adding  nothing  to  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  country.  Agriculliire,  commerce,  and  maniibe- 
ttires,  are  all  injuriously  affected  by  this  procesa.  Fur  a 
great  period  of  time,  the  moneys  thui  invested  might  as 
well  be  aunk  in  the  ocean.  Agriculture  ia  not  benefited, 
for  settlement  is  retarded,  and  not  adnnced,  by  this  ajs- 
tem.  Commerce  and  msnnfactures  are  injured  by  the 
annual  sinking  of  so  much  of  the  active  capital  of  the 
country.  I'he  vast  sums  thus  invested  during  the  pres* 
e;it  year  hsve  certainly  greatly  contributed  to  create  the 
existing  embarrassmenta^  and,  as  tlie  evil  progreasrs, 
the  embarrassments  will  be  increased  and  aggravated. 
It  i%  then,  the  interest  of  the  «ld  sa  well  as  tl>e  new 
States  to  arrest  this  snnual  investment  of  millions  in  nn- 
productive  pursuits.  Were  it  arrested,  these  millions 
of  dead  capital  would  be  sliding  yMcj)*  to  the  commerce, 
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sfrricullurr,  and  nuuiuraclures,  of  the  whole  counlr^. 
yVUta  muDey  i»  inruted,  even  from  the  old  SUtct,  m 
lands  for  letllenient  and  cultivation  only,  in  the  new 
States^  the  annual  produeta  of  the  aoil  increue  the 
wetltb  and  pru^Krity  of  the  whole  country,  and  soon 
give  back  to  the  oM  States,  through  the  channeU  of 
trade  and  buaineas,  more  than  the  amount  of  the  pur- 
chaae-miMiey  of  the  Und.  But  if  the  cttizena  of  a  nation 
appropriate  milliona  annually  in  the  purchase  of  proper- 
ty yielding  no  iticomr,  the  reault  ia  a  ^at  national  Ion. 
It  '»t  then,  the  tntereit  of  the  whole  Union  that  tboae  mo- 
nopoliea  of  the  public  landa  ihould  be  arreMed,  and  that 
capital  ahould  continually  flow  in  the  nrivus  cbaonels  of 
productive  industry.  If,  among  other  causes,  the  exiat- 
mg  eoibarrasamenla  are  now  greatly  atlributabte  to  the 
speculating  inTCstnient  of  millions,  during  the  past  year, 
in  wild  lands,  what  will  be  the  retult  if  (he  syitem  is 
permitled  to  continue  for  a  series  of  yesrs  unabated?  It 
n  easy  to  foresee  that  the  necessary  consequence  will  be, 
increasing  distrese  and  embarrassBwnt,  or  at  least  a  dim- 
inution ot  Ibe  naiioiial  prosperity." 

Mr.  W.  asked,  had  not  the  predictions  contained  in 
this  report  been  fully  realized,  and  would  it  not  have 
been  well  for  the  community  if  the  bill  then  proposed 
by  this  committee  for  arresting  these  speculations  liad 
been  adopted  by  Congress?  And  if  we  continue  the  ex- 
isting system,  will  not  these  e«ils  conUnue  to  augment 
from  year  to  year,  till  the  whole  public  domain,  which  is 
•Tany  value,  shall  be  swept  withm  the  vortex  of  apccu- 
hling  monopoly?  Continue  the  existing  system  but  a 
few  years  more,  and  the  nation  will  awake,  as  it  were, 
from  a  trance,  snd  find  itself  despoiled,  by  speculaturs, 
of  every  acre  of  good  land  east  of  the  river  Miswssippi. 
Nor  will  it  stop  there.  Nu{  it  will  toil  on,  it  is  rollmg 
on,  over  the  regions  of  the  far  West,  reaching  from  the 
Ohio  lo  the  UisBour),  and  from  near  the  aourcea  of  the 
great  UisBUsippi  to  iu  outlet  in  the  Gulf.  In  a  few 
years  more,  and  speculators  will  command  an  empire, 
and  parcel  it  out  at  their  pleasure)  and  yet  we  refuse  to 
interpose,  nay,  we  sustain  andencuursge  thissyslem,  by 
which  whole  States  and  Territories  will  be  placed  be- 
neath the  degradi"g  control  of  a  few  ipeculatuig  monop- 
olists. National  interest  and  nationsi  honor  alike  prompt 
ua  to  interpose.  And  *hat  restrains  usf  Sir,  it  is  the 
surplus,  the  fatal  surplus  spirit,  tlist  pushes  onward 
this  Government  to  the  very  verge  of  the  precipice.  It 
is  this  spirit  which  dares  to  demand  from  tde  people 
more  revenue  than  is  required  for  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernroentf  it  is  this  spirit  which  must  be  gratified,  and 
would  soon  sell,  if  it  could,  not  only  the  htnd,  but  the 
people  of  the  new  Slates,  fur  unnecessary  revenue.  Bui, 
God  be  thanked,  this  spirit  hss  been  rebuked  by  the 
people,  and  their  decree  haa  been  proclaimed,  that  no 
more  money  dull  be  collected  from  them  than  is  re- 
quired for  the  wants  of  the  Government,  administered  in 
a  ^irit  of  republican  economy,  and  within  the  strict  lim- 
its of  the  constitution.  Tliis  principle  is  becoming  fun- 
damental, and  must  be  carried  into  full  and  practical 
effect. 

If  you  will  not  bring  dawn  the  revenue  to  the  wantsof 
the  Government,  by  confining  lo  settlers  or  cultivators 
the  aahs  itf  the  public  bnds,  reduce!  reduce!  repeal!  re- 
peal Ibe  tariff!  will  be  the  voice  that  will  be  echoed  by 
the  people  through  these  walls.  Already  this  vwce  is 
breaking  upnn  as,  and  within  the  hall  uf  the  House  of 
Rtf|Jresentative^  demanding  that  the  revenue  from  the 
tariff  be  reduced  more  than  six  millions  of  dollars.  Has 
the  manufacturing  interest  no  eyes  to  see  the  difficulties 
which  turround  itf  has  it  no  ears  to  hear  ihe  voice  of  the 
people,  demanding  more  and  more  loudly  the  reduction 
Iff  the  reveime  to  the  wantsof  Ibe  Government*  If  the 
manufaeturing  interest  now  uniies  itself  with  the  surplus 
party,  it  will  be  swept  beftHv  the  torrent  of  public  aenti* 


men(.  A  surplus  tariff  coslition  can  never  resist  the 
mandate  of  the  people's  will.  The  tariff  and  surplus  co- 
alition will  be  more  odiooi  than  any  whidi  hare  prece- 
ded it|  it  will  be  the  union  of  ain  and  death;  and  both, 
both  will  be  driven  out  together  from  the  lialla  of  Con- 
gress. Let  me  tell  the  manu^turing  interest,  in  the 
spirit  of  truth  and  candor,,  that  to  them  a  union  witti  the 
surplus  party  will  be  the  embrace  of  death.  By  the  sur- 
plus psriy  I  mean  not  those  who  voied  to  deposite  with 
the  States  an  already  accumulated  surplus,  but  I  mean 
the  party  that  wishes  to  legislate,  or  refiise  to  legishtte, 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  k  smplua.  Last  year  that 
party  had  perhaps  an  uneertidn  majority,  or  nearly  a 
majority,  in  this  chamber.  Where  is  that  majority  now'  . 
Gone,  swept  away  by  the  majesty  of  the  people's  willf 
and  the  anti-surplus,  anti-distribution  party  now  consti- 
tute a  great  majority  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and 
have  carried  the  President  elect.  If,  then,  the  manu- 
facturing interest  leans  for  support  upon  the  surplus  psI^- 
ly,  it  will  lean  upon  a  stnall  and  decreasing  minority. 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  1  do  not  wish  to  renew  the  seeneaof 
1833)  1  never  sg»n  wish  to  behold  the  very  fabric  of 
this  Government  rocking  upon  its  foundatim,  when 
every  pairiat  heart  throbbed  with  apprehension,  and 
each  tyrant's  bosom  hounded  with  the  exulting  hope  that 
this  Union — freedom's,  the  world's  tut  hope — was  blot- 
ted from  the  scroll  of  nations.  Never,  therefore,  with- 
out neeeasity,  never  in  a  wanton,  reeklen  apiril,  would 
I  disturb  the  main  proviaiona  of  the  compromise  act  of 
March,  1833.  But  therelsane  great  constitutional  prin- 
ciple too  sacred  to  be  yielded  to  any  compromise,  and 
that  is  this:  the  revenue  must  be  reduced  to  the  wants 
of  the  Governmentt  for,  if  not  so  reduced,  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  subverted  or  changed  into  a  central  despo- 
tism, collecting  millions  upon  millions  of  unnecessary 
revenue,  for  a  distribution  unknown  to  the  framers  of 
lite  eOnstitution.  If,  then,  the  revenue  can  be  reduced 
to  the  wanta  of  the  Govemment  by  this  bill,  blind  in- 
deed must  he  the  manu&cturing  interest  to  its  true  pol- 
icy if  it  oppose  this  salutary  raeawre.  The  necessary 
reduction  cannot  be  accomplished  except  by  such  a 
measure  as  this.  The  revenue  this  year  from  customs  is 
$19,391,310.  Estimating  the  revenue  from  this  source 
hereafter,  by  the  decreasing  scsle  of  the  act  of  March, 
1833,  as  it  now  stands,  and  the  increased  importatifms, 
augmenting  with  our  increaiing  wealth  and  pi^ulatiun, 
and  the  maximum  would  be  as  follows: 


183r,  •  -  -  918,000,000 

1838,  -  -  -  17,500,000 

1839,  -  -  -  17,O00,0C0 

1840,  -  -  -  16,500,000 

1841,  .  -  -  16.000,000 

1842,  -  -  -  15,000,000 


Now,  add  to  this  the  twenty-five  millions  received  an- 
nually for  lands,  upon  the  basis  of  the  receipU  uf  this 
year,  and  the  maximum  result  of  the  sggregate  revenue 
from  lands  and  cuatoms  wimld  be  as  fullows: 


1837,  -  .  .  »43,000,000 

1838,  -  -  •  43,500,000 
.1839.  -  •  -  43,000,000 

1840,  -  .  -  41,500,000 

1841,  -  ■  -  41,000,000 
1843,  -  .  .  40,0t>0,000 


The  above  calculation  would  present  an  excess,  in  six 
years,  often  millions  above  an  annual  revenue  of  forty 
millions,  and,  including  our  bank  stock,  a  total  excess  of 
eighteen  millions  over  an  annual  revenue  of  forty  mil- 
lions, exclusive  of  the  amount  accruing  from  inoidentol 
sources  not  embraced  in  this-  estimate.  Ttie  above  esti- 
mates,  though  maximums,  and  tlierefore  beyond  ibe  ac- 
tual amount*,  would  seem  lo  demonstrate  that  no  change 
of  the  tarifr  ever  proposed  wwrid  brine  down  our  re- 
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eeiptt  tothewinta  of  iheOoternment.  The  twenty^re 
mlllioH  of  dolhrt  done  reedTed  annutlly  froni  the  nleg 
of  tbe  public  landa  to  speeuUtorii  under  the  rxisting 
•jritem,  woold  be  loo  ^rett  for  the  proper*  reguUr,  tn- 
nual,  expenditurea  of  (he  Government.  Any  Senxtor, 
then*  who  ia  for  tbe  prrMnt  aystem,  is  either  for  an  an- 
nual revenue  of  nearly  forty  millioni  of  dollar*,  for  wild 
and  extravagant  expenditures,  or  for  an  annual  distribu- 
tion. Any  Senator  who  votes  to  continue  the  present 
■Tstem,  Tcrtei  to  create  a  turpliia.  Any  Senator  who  votes 
againat  limiting  to  aetllers  or  cultivators  the  mles  of  the 
public  bnd^  votes  to  accumulate  a  surplua.  This  hex 
cannot  be  di^utsed  from  tbe  people,  and  will  constitute 
the  true  criterion  between  the  surplus  and  anti-surplus 
party*  unless,  indeed,  we  almost  entirely  repeal  the  tar'tfT. 
Under  the  system  we  propose,  the  public  domain,  ex- 
cluslveof  sales  for  settlement,  will  remain  the  property  or 
tbe  Government,  and  in  esse  of  war  or  any  great  emer- 
gency we  may  sell  H[a'm  for  revenue. 

There  it  no  aubject  in  regard  to  which  to  many  erro- 
neous estimi^es  have  been  made,  ai  the  number  of  acres 
of  public  land  required  annually  for  settlement  or  culti- 
vstion.  It  is  demonstrable  that  five  millions  of  acres  is 
the  maximum  required  fur  these  purposes.  This  is  as- 
certained by  the  augmentation  of  population  in  the  new 
States  and  TerritorieB  in  a  given  term  of  yean,  and  the 
correspondent  amount  of  Isnds  entered  during  the  same 
period.  The  increase  or  population  in  the  new  Stales 
and  Territories,  from  1830  to  1830,  was  1,070,998.  The 
total  amount  ofentries  and  purchases  of  the  public  lands, 
for  all  purposes,  during  the  ssme  period,  was  8,316,858 
acres.  Thus,  an  annual  increase  of  one  million  of  popu- 
lation, in  the  new  States  and  Territories,  would  require 
less  than  eufbt  millions  of  acres  for  the  purposea  of  settle- 
ment orcuHivation.  Now,  the  mosteatravagantMtimate 
of  the  annual  innrase  of  population  in  the  new  States 
and  Territories  does  not  exceed  two  hundred  Ihouftamlt 
at  this  rate,  feqtiiring  annually  only  one  million  six 
hundred  ihouasnd  acres.  But  suppose  the  quantity 
trebled,  and  the  amount  will  not  reach  five  millions  of 
acres;  thus  miking  a  difference  in  the  revenue  of  nearly 
nineteen  milHoni  of  dollars  per  annum,  according  to  the 
receipts  of  the  present  year.  As,  then,  a  mere  Rnancial 
measure— as  a  measure  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the 
wants  of  the  Govemnwnt — there  is  nothing  proposed  so 
important  as  this  bill. 

Assuming  these  five  millions  of  acres  as  the  largest 
amount  that  would  be  sold  annually  under  the  sysiem 
now  proposed,  and  tbe  maximum  of  revenue  hereafter 
accruing  annually  from  lands  and  customs  would  be  as 


follows: 

1837,  -  -  -  »28,O00,0O0 

1838,  -  •  -  33,500,000 

1839,  -  -  -  33,000,000 

1840,  -  •  -  33,500,000 

1841,  -  -  -  33,000.000 

1842,  •  -  -  21,000,000 


The  great  difference  between  the  years  1837  and  1838, 
in  the  above  estimates,  arises  from  the  fact  that,  in  any 
event,  for  a  Urge  portion  of  the  year  1837,  the  sales 
moat  take  place  under  the  existing  system.  If  we  make 
a  stilt  further  reduction,  by  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on 
nil  articles  now  paying  a  less  duty  than  twenty  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  as  authorized  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  com- 
promise act  of  1833,  we  would  probably  strike  off  one 
million  and  a  half  annually  from  the  taxes  of  the  people, 
and  the  maximum  of  our  annual  revenue  would  be— 


1837,  -  -  -  «36.500,000 

1838,  -  •  -  3^00(^000 

1839,  -  -  •  31,500,000 

1840,  -  -  -  31,000,000 

1841,  -  -  -  30,500,000 
1843.  -  -  -  19,500,000 


[Jav.  16, 1837> 


But  it  b  tolie  hoped  that  there  are  some  articles,  par- 
ticularly those  of  utitversd  use  or  consumption  by  alt 
classes,  and  espeetalty  by  the  poor,  upon  which  we  may 
be  enabled  to  reduce  the  duties,  though  not  embraced 
within  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  com- 
promise act,  without  reviving  the  strife  and  difficulties  of 
1833,  so  as  not  only  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  tbe  wanla 
of  the  Government,  but  to  graduate  our  expenditures 
by  a  standard  of  republican  economy  in  all  our  appropri- 
ations. 

Such  are  the  great  principles  of  the  bill,  and  the  de- 
tails are  designed  to  promote  the  great  object.  Sates  of 
the  public  lands  at  public  auction,  though  not  entirely 
abolished,  are  confined  to  those  who  purchase  for  settle- 
ment or  cultivation.  The  speculator  is  excluded  from 
the  public  ules,  as  he  is  from  private  entries.  This  is 
indispensable t  for  when  the  ipecutator  is  excluded  only 
from  private  entries,  but.  permitted  to-purchsse  at  pub- 
lic auction,  he  would  engross  nearly  all  tbe  lands  imer- 
ed  at  any  future  land  sales.  And  what  has  the  Govern- 
ment gained  by  sales  of  its  lands  at  public  auction? 
Nothing  deserving  an  estimate.  Upon  comparing  the 
official  records,  the  total  number  of  acres  sold,  and  the 
total  price  received,  the  following  have  been  ihe  results 
of  the  auction  system:  From  the  1st  of  July,  1830,  to 
the  present  period,  we  have  received,  from  ssles  of  the 
public  lands,  an  average  of  three  cents  per  acre  over  the 
minimum  pricei  from  1796  to  1st  Julyi  nearly 
three  cents  per  acre  over  the  minimum  price;  from 
1796  to  the  present  period,  three  cents  per  acre  over 
the  minimum  price;  for  the  year  1835,  one  cent  and  a 
half  per  acre  over  the  minimum  pricei  for  tbe  year  1836, 
less  thtin  one  cent  per  acre  over  the  minimum  price. 
Hence  it  is  obvious  that  nothing  is  gained  by  tbe  Gov- 
ernment by  continuing  the  auction  system. 

Mr.  W.  here  proceeded  to  explsin  to  the  Senate  the 
details  of  the  b  ft  the  clause  confining  the  sales  tosettlers 
or  cultivaiorst  the  limitation  to  two  sections)  the  authori- 
ty to  parents  to  purchase  for  their  children,  with  a  view 
to  the  establishment  of  farms;  the  pre-emption  section; 
the  privilege  of  purchasing  in  forty-seres  lots;  and, 
finally,  the  taxing  pow«r  conceded  to  the  Sutes,  by 
which  (hey  might  raise  a  revenue  from  unoccupied  landi^ 
whether  held  by  their  own  or  non-resident  speculator^ 
and  thus,  to  a  certain  extent,  repress  speculatidn.  .And 
Mr.  W.  concluded  by  returning  his  thanks  to  the  Senate 
for  the  very  general  and  indulgent  attention  with  which 
they  had  received  his  remarka. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  was  gratified  to  hear  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  the  assu- 
rance that  the  Treasury  order  of  July,  1836,  would,  in 
some  way,  be  dispensed  with.  He  wished  to  ask  fif  the 
chairman  when  the  eomn^ttee  would  probably  report 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WALKER  could  not  cerUinly  telit  but  probably 
by  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MORRIS,  the  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, was  postponed  till  Monday. 

The  expunging  resolution  of  Mr.  Bbhtox  now  com- 
ing up  for  further  consideration,  end  Mr.  Okst  having 
the  floor- 
On  motion  of  Mr.  KENT, 
The  Senate  sdjfiumtd:  Yeas  S3,  nays  18. 

MovniT,  JaKUABT 16. 
EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 
After  disposing  of  the  usual  morning  business,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  oflbe  speeiiU  or- 
der, which  was  Mr.  BurToir*s  resolution  to  expunge 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  resolution  of  tbe  38ih 
March,  1834,  censuring  the  President  for  having  re- 
morcd  tbe  depontcs  from  the  Bsnk  pf4be  United  SUtes. 
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Mr.  CLAY  rose  and  Mid  that,  considering  that  be 
wu  the  mover  of  the  resolution  of  Harchf  liB34,  and  the 
consequent  reUtion  in  wbicb  he  itood  to  the  majority 
of  the  Senate  by  whose  vote  it  waa  adopted,  he  had  Telt 
it  to  be  hii  duty  to  aay  tometbinif  on  thia  expun^ngp 
reaohitioni  and  be  bad  alwaya  intended  to  do  so  when 
be  abouM  be  persuaded  that  there  exiiled  a  settled  pur- 
pose.of  prening  it  to  a  (inil  decision.  But  it  had  been 
■o  taken  up  and  put  down  at  the  last  sesaion — taken  up 
one  day,  when  a  speech  was  prepared  fur  delivery,  and 

Sut  down  when  it  was  pronounced — (hat  he  had  really 
oabted  whether  there  existed  any  serious  intention  of 
over  putting  it  to  the  vote.  At  the  very  close  of  tbe 
last  Beanon>  it  will  be  recollected  that  ibe  resolutioD 
came  up,  and  in  several  quartera  of  the  Senate  a  dispo- 
iition  was  manifested  to  come  to  a  de6ni(ive  decision. 
On  that  occasion  he  had  offered  to  waive  his  right  to  ad- 
dress the  Senate,  and  silently  (o  vote  upon  the  resolu- 
tion; but  it  was  again  laid  upon  the  table,  and  laid 
there  Torever,  as  the-counlry  supposed,  and  as  he 
believed.  It  is,  however,  now  revivedi  and,  sundry 
efaanges  heving  taken  place  in  tbe  members  of  thia  body, 
It  would  aeem  that  the  preieat  dengn  is  to  bring  the 
resolution  to  an  absolute  conclusion. 

I  have  not  risen  (continued  Hr.  C.)  to  repeat,  at 
full  length,  the  argument  by  which  the  friends  of  Ihe 
resolution  of  March,  1834,  sustained  it.  That  argument 
is  before  (be  world,  waa  unanswered  at  the  tnoe,  and 
is  unanswerable.  And  I  here,  in  my  place,  in  tbe  prea* 
enceof  my  country  and  of  my  God,  after  tbe  fulleat 
eonsideration  and  deliberation  of  which  my  mind  iscapa* 
ble,  reassert  my  solemn  conviction  of  the  truth  of  every 
proposition  contained  in  that  resolution.  But,  whilst  it 
IS  not  my  intention  to  commit  such  an  infliction  upon 
the  Senate  as  that  would  he  of  retracing  the  whole 
ground  of  argument  formerly  occupied,  I  desire  to  lay 
before  it,  at  thia  time,  a  brief  and  true  state  of  ibe  case. 
Before  the  fctal  atep  m  taken  of  giving  to  the  expung- 
iag  resdution  the  sanction  of  the  American  Senate,  I 
wnh,  by  presenting  a  faithful  outline  of  (be  real  que»- 
tions  involved  in  the  resolution  of  1834,  to  make  a  last, 
enn  if  it  ia  to  be  an  ineffectual,  appeal  to  tite  sober 
judgments  of  Senators.  I  begin  by  reasKfting  Uie 
truth  of  (hat  resolution. 

Our  British  ancestors  understood  perfectly  well  the 
immense  importance  of  the  money  power  in  a  rrpre- 
•ratalive  Government.  It  ii  the  great  lever  by  wbicb 
Ibe  Crown  ia  touched,  and  made  to  conform  itsadmin{a> 
Iration  to  the  interests  of  the  kingdom  and  tbe  will  of 
the  people.  Dsprive  Parliament  of  tbe  power  of  freely 
granting  or  withholding  supplies,  and  surrender  to  the 
King  (he  purse  of  the  na(iun,  he  instantly  becomes  sn 
absolute  monarch.  Whatever  may  be  the  form  of  gov- 
ernment, elective  or  hereditary,  demucratic  or  despotic, 
that  person  wbo  commands  the  force  of  tlie  nation,  and 
ti  the  aame  timetna  uncontrolled  poaiession  of  the 
purse  of  the  nation,  has  absolute  power,  whatever  may 
be  the  official  name  by  which  he  is  called. 

Our  immediate  ancestors,  profiting  by  the  lessons  on 
civil  liberty  which  had  been  taught  iti  (he  country  from 
which  we  sprung,  endeavored  to  encircle  around  the 
public  purse,  in  the  hands  of  Congrtrss,  every  possible 
security  against  the  intrusion  of  the  Executive.  With 
this  view,  Congreas  alone  is  invited,  by  the  constitution, 
Vitb  tbe  power  to  by  and  collect  tbe  taxes.  Wiien  col- 
lected, not  a  rant  is  to  be  drawn  from  the  public  Treas- 
ury but  in  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress.  And  among 
tbe  first  acts  of  this  Government  was  the  passage  of  a 
law  establi^ing  the  Treasury  Pepartment,  fur  the  safe 
keeping  and  the  legal  and  regular  disbursement  of  the 
money  so  collected.  By  that  aot  a  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  ia  placed  atttie  head  of  tba  Departmentf  and, 
▼vying  in  this  reject  from  all  the  otber  Departments, 


he  is  to  report,  not  to  the  President,  but  directly  to 
Congreas,  and  is  liable  to  be  called  to  give  information 
■n  person  before  Congresa.  It  is  impossible  to  examine 
diapassionately  that  act,  without  coming  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  be  is  emphatically  the  agent  of  Congress,  in 
performing  the  duties  aswgned  by  the  constitution  to 
Congress.  The  act  further  provides  that  a  Treasurer 
i^all  be  appointed,  to  receive  and  keep  the  public  money; 
and  none  can  be  drawn  from  his  custody  but  under  the 
authority  of  a  law,  and  in  virtue  of  a  warrant  drawn  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  countermgned  by  the 
Comptroller,  and  recorded  by  (he  Register.  Only  when 
such  a  warrant  ia  presented  can  the  Treasurer  lawfully 
pay  one  dollar  from  tbe  public  purse.  Why  was  the 
concurrence  of  these  four  officers  required  in  disburse* 
ments  of  the  public  money?  Was  it  nut  for  greater  se- 
curity? Was  it  not  intended  that  each,  exercising  a 
separate  and  independent  will,  should  be  a  check  upon 
every  other?  Was  it  not  the  purpose  of  the  law  to  con- 
sider each  of  these  four  officera,  acting  in  his  proper 
sphere,  not  as  a  mere  automaton,  but  aa  an  intellectusl, 
intelligent,  and  responaible  person,  bound  to  obaerve 
Ibe  taw,  and  to  stop  the  warrant,  or  stop  tbe  money,  if 
the  authority  of  (lie  law  were  wanting? 

Thus  stood  the  Treasury  from  1789  to  1816.  Du- 
ring that  long  time  no  Preudent  had  ever  attempted  to 
interfere  with  the  custody  of  the  public  purse,  ft  re- 
mained where  the  law  placed  it,  undiaturbed,  and  every 
Chief  Msgistrate,  including  the  Father  of  his  Country, 
respected  the  law. 

In  1816  an  act  paswd  to  establish  tbe  late  Bank  of 
tbe  United  Statea  for  tbe  term  of  twenty  years,  and,  by 
the  16th  section  of  the  act,  it  is  enacted  "that  the  de- 
posites  of  the  money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in 
which  the  said  bank  and  the  branches  thereof  may  be  es- 
tablished, shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or  branches  there- 
of, unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ^1)  at  any 
time  otlierwiw  order  and  direct)  in  which  case,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before 
Congress,  if  in  seiaion,  attd,  if  not,  immediately  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of 
such  order  or  direction." 

Thus  it  is  perfectly  manifest,  from  the  express  words 
of  the  law,  that  (he  power  to  make  any  order  or  direc 
lion  for  tbe  removal  of  the  public  depositea  is  confided 
to  the  Secretary  atone,  to  the  absolute  exclusion  of  the 
Presldenti  and  all  the  world  besides.  Apd  the  law, 
proceeding. upon  the  establidied  principle  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  in  all  that  concerns  the  public 
purse,  acts  as  the  direct  agent  of  Congreas,  requires,  in 
the  event  of  bis  ordering  or  directing  a  removal  of  the 
depnsites,  that  he  shall  immediately  lay  his  reasons  there* 
for  before  whom?  The  President?  No;  before  Congress. 

So  stood  the  public  Treasury  and  the  public  depositea 
from  the  year  1816  to  September,  1833.  In  all  that  pe- 
riod of  seventeen  vears,  running  through  or  into  four 
several  adraioiatrations  of  the  Government,  the  law  had 
its  uninterrupted  operation,  no  Chief  Magistrate  liaving 
assumed  upon  himself  (he  power  of  diverting  the  public 
purse  from  its  lawfiil  cuatody,  or  of  aubslituling  his  will 
to  that  of  the  officer  to  whose  care  it  waa  exclusively 
intrusted. 

In  the  session  of  Congress  of  1833-'3  an  inquiry  had 
been  instituted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  into  the 
condition  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  resulted 
in  a  conviction  of  its  entire  safety,  and  a  declaration 
by  tlte  House,  made  only  a  short  time  before  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress,  on  tlie  4th  of  March,  1833,  that  the 
public  depDsites  were  perfectly  secure.  This  declara. 
tion  waa  probably  made  in  consequence  of  suspicions 
then  afioat  of  a  design  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  re- 
move the  depositea.  These  suspicions  were  dented  by 
the  press  friendly  to  the  administration.  NererttielcB^ 
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the  members  had  Ktrcely  readied  their  respective 
homea  before  measures  were  commenced  by  the  Execu- 
tive lo  effect  a  removal  of  the  depoaitea  from  thai  very 
place  of  safely  which  it  was  amon|p  the  Ust  acu  of  the 
House-  to  declare  eziated  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea. 

In  prosecution  of  tfiis  dcMgn,  Mr.  McLane^  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treaaury»  who  waa  decidedly  opposed  to  such 
a  meaaurei  au  prmDoted  to  the  Dcpartmcot  of  StatP^  and 
llr>  Duane  waa  appointed  to  succeed  him.  But  Mr. 
Duane  vas  equally  convinced  with  hit  predecessor  that 
ha  waa  forbidden  by  every  consideration  of  duty  to  exe- 
cute  the  power  with  which  the  law  had  intrusted  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  refused  to  remove  the 
depositesj  whereupon  he  was  dismissed  from  office,  a 
new  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  appointed,  and,  in 
September,  1833,  by  the  command  of  the  Freaident,  the 
measure  waa  finally  accomplished.  That  it  waa  the 
Preudent**  act  waa  never  denied*  but  proclaimed,  boaat- 
ed,  defended.  It  fell  upon  the  country  like  a  thunder 
bvUtt  sg-itatinp  (be  Union  from  one  extremity  to  the 
other.  The  slouteat  adherents  of  the  administration 
were  alarmed i  and  all  thinktnff  men,  not  blinded  by 
parly  prejudice,  beheld  in  the  act  a  bold  and  dangerous 
exercise  of  power;  and  no  human  sagacity  can  now 
foresee  the  tremendous  conseqtiencea  whidi  will  ensue. 
The  measure  waa  adopted  not  long  before  the  approacli* 
ing  seasion  of  Coneressi  and,  as  the  concurrence  of 
both  branches  mif^bt  be  necessary  to  compel  a  restora- 
tion of  the  depOBites,  (he  object  was  lo  take  the  chance 
of  a  possible  division  between  them,  and  thereby  defeat 
the  restoration. 

And  where  did  the  President  find  the  power  for  this 
most  extraordinary  act?  It  haa  been  aecn  that  the  con- 
stitution, jealous  of  all  executive  interference  with  the 
Treasury  of  the  nation,  haa  confided  it  to  the  exclusive 
care  of  Congress,  by  every  precautionary  guard,  from 
the  first  imposition  of  the  taxes  to  the  final  di^ursement 
of  the  public  money. 

It  has  been  aeen  that  (he  language  of  the  16lh  section 
of  the  Uw  of  1616  is  express  and  free  from  all  ambigui- 
ty, and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  is  the  sole 
and  ezduaive  depositary  of  the  aiitbority  which  it  confers. 

I'hose  who  mainUin  tlie  power  of  the  President  have 
to  support  it  againiit  the  positive  language  of  the  eonstitu* 
tion,  against  the  explicit  words  of  the  statulr,  and  against 
the  genius  and  theory  of  all  our  insiitutions. 

And  how  do  they  surmount  these  insuperable  obsta- 
cles? By  a  series  of  far-fetched  implications,  which,  if 
every  une  of  them  were  as  true  as  they  ure  believed 
to  be  incorrect  or  perverted,  would  atop  far  abort  of 
maintaining  the  power  which  was  exercised. 

The  firm  of  these  impfied  |iowera  ia,  that  of  diamissal, 
which  ia  claimed  fur  (he  President.  Of  all  the  qiicbtion- 
ed  powera  ever  exercitied  by  ibis  Government,  this  is  the 
most  queiilionsbtr.  Prom  the  fiist  Congress  down  to 
the  present  fedmiiiiKtratiun,  it  had  never  been  examined. 
It  was  carried  then,  in  the  Senate,  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  Vice  President.  And  those  who,  at  that  daj',  ar- 
g>ir-d  in  behalf  of  the  power,  contended  for  it  lipon  con- 
ditions which  have  been  utterly  diart^rded  by 'the 
present  Chief  Magistrate.  The  power  ul  dtsmisail  is  no- 
where in  the  constitution  granted,  in  express  terms,  to 
the  Freudent.  It  is  not  a  necesssry  incident  to  any 
granted  power;  and  the  friends  of  tlie  power  have  never 
been  able  to  agree  smung  themselves  as  to  the  precise 
part  of  the  constilulion  from  which  it  springs. 

But  if  the  power  of  dismissal  waa  as  incuntestable  aa 
it  ia  juBlly  controvertible,  we  utterly  deny  the  conse- 
quences deduced  fiom  it.  The  argument  ia,  that  the 
Prerident  has,  by  implication,  (he  power  of  dismiftsal. 
Prom  this  first  implication  another  la  drawn;  and  that  is, 
that  llie  Prcaidcnl  has  the  power  tu  cuiitrol  Ihi  i-lSccr, 


whom  he  may  dismisi,  in  the  discbarge  of  his  duties,  in 
all  cases  whatever)  and  that  this  power  of  control  ia  so 
comprehensive  as  to  include  even  the  case  of  a  specific 
duly  expressly  assigned  by  Uw  tu  the  designated  officer. 

Now,  we  deny  these  results  from  the  dismissing  pow- 
er. That  power,  if  it  exists,  can  dsaw  after  it  only  a 
right  of  general  superintendence.  It  cannot  authurize 
the  President  to  substitute  his  will  to  the  will  of  the 
officer  charged  with  the  performance  of  official  dtitiea. 
Above  all.  It  cannot  justify  such  a  substitution  in  a  case 
where  the  law,  as  in  the  present  inslance,  assigns  to  « 
designated  officer  exclusively  the  performance  of  a  par- 
ticular duty,  and  commands  him  to  report,  not  to  the 
President,  but  lo  Congress,  in  a  case  regarding  the  pub- 
lic purse  of  the  nation,  committed  to  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  Congress. 

Such  a  consequence  as  (hat  which  I  am  contesting 
would  concentrate  in  the  bands  of  one  man  Ibe  entire 
executive  power  of  the  nation,  uncoDtroIled  and  un- 
checked. 

It  would  be  utterly  destructive  of  all  official  responsi- 
bitity.  [fistesd  of  each  officer  being  reaponaible,  m  hia 
own  separate  sphere,  for  bis  official  acts,  be  would  shel- 
ter himself  behind  the  orders  of  the  Preudenl.  And 
wbst  tribunal,  in  heaven  above  or  on  earth  below,  could 
render  judgment  against  any  officer  for  an  act,  however 
atrocious,  performed  by  the  express  command  of  the 
President,  which,  according  to  the  argument,  he  wu 
absolutely  bound  to  obey? 

Whilst  all  official  responsibility  would  be  utterly  anni- 
hilated in  Mibordinate  officers,  (here  would  be  no  prsc- 
tical  or  available  responsibiliiy  in  the  President  himself. 

But  the  case  has  been  supposed,  uf  a  ueceasity  for  the 
removal  of  tbe  deposilei^  and  a  refusal  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  remove  themt  and  it  is  tiiumpbantly 
asked  if,  in  such  a  case,  the  President  may  nut  remove 
him,  and  command  the  deed  to  be  done.  That  ia  an  ex- 
treme case,  which  may  be  met  by  another.  Suppose 
the  President,  without  any  necessity,  orders  the  removal 
from  a  place  of  saftiy  to  a  place  of  hazard?  If  there  be 
danger  tbst  a  Secretary  may  neglect  his  duty,  (here  is 
equal  danger  thai  a  President  may  abuse  hia  authority. 
Infallibility  is  not  a  human  attribute.  And  there  is  mure 
aecurily  for  the  public  in  holding  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury  to  the  strict  performance  of  an  official  duly, 
specially  assigned  to  him,  under  all  his  official  responsi- 
bility, than  tu  allow  the  President  to  wrest  the  work  from 
his  bands  snnihrlale  his  responsibility,  and  stand  himaelf 
practically  iiresponsible.  It  is  fur  better  that  milliona 
should  be  loil  by  the  neglect  of  a  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, than  to  establish  the  monstrous  principle  that  all  the 
checks  and  balaneea  of  the  Executive  Government  ahall 
be  broken  down,  tlie  whole  power  absorbed  by  one  man, 
and  hia  will  become  tbe  supreme  rule.  The  argument 
which  I  am  combating  places  the  whole  Treasury  of  the 
nation  at  the  mercy  of  the  Executive.  It  is  in  vam  to 
t;dk  of  sppropriaiiiMW  by  law,  and  the  formalities  of  war- 
rants upon  the  I'reasury.  Aasutning  the  argument  to  be 
currect,  what  is  to  prevent  the  execution  of  an  order 
from  the  President  to  Ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
issue  a  warrant,  without  the  sanction  of  a  previous  le- 
gs! appropriation,  to  the  Comptroller  to  countersign  it, 
to  the  Ilegisler  to  register  it,  and  to  the  Treasurer  to  pay 
it?  What  brcitmes  of  that  quadruple  security  which  (he 
precaution  uf  the  law  provided?  Instead  of  four  sub- 
•-tantive  and  independent  wills,  acting  under  Irgvl  ohli. 
Rations,  all  are  merged  in  (he  executive  vortex. 

But  there  was,  in  point  of  fact,  no  cause,  none  what- 
ever, for  the  n-easure.  Every  fiscal  consideration  (and 
no  other  had  the  Secretary  or  the  President  a  right  to 
entertain)  n  quired  the  depusites  to  be  left  undialurbed 
in  the  place  of  perfect  safety  where  by  law  tliey  were. 
We  luld  you  lo  at  the  time.  We  uHcrltd  that  tbe  cbargci 
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oT  iBMOurity  «ad  iiuolveney  of  ibe  l»nk  wera  with- 
out the  ilicMeft  ruundalion.  And  time,  tiiat  mat  arbi- 
ter of  buoiaB  controTersici,  bu  eoD&rmed  all  ibat  «e 
Mud.  Tbe  bank*  from  doeomeBta  aubntled  to  Confrem 
by  Ibe  SeereUry  of  Ibe  Treasury  at  the  prcaent  Knivn, 
•f^eara  lo  be  able  not  only  to  retam  every  AfiAu  of  the 
atodt  bcid  in  its  capital  by  the  public^  bul  an  addiitoD  of 
deren  per  cent  b«yund  it. 

Tbote  who  defend  the  executive  act  bare  to  maintain 
not  only  (liat  Ibe  President  may  auume  upon  himself  tbe 
dikcfaar^e  of  a  duty  tpcdally  aasiipicd  to  tbe  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  but  tliat  he  may  remove  that  oSeer,  ar- 
bitrarily, and  wiihout  any  causr,  because  be  refused  to 
remove  tbe  public  deposites  wiihout  cause. 

My  mind  conducts  me  to  a  totally  diflferent  conclusion. 
1  tbiuk,  1  sol<rmnly  btrlieve,  that  the  Preaident  *'  assumed 
upon  himself  auttiorily  and  power  not  conferred  by  tbe 
constitution  and  hwS|  but  in  dert^Ucm  of  both,'*  in 
tbe'lancui^e  of  tbe  resiriution.  1  believed  Uien  in  tbe 
truth  of  tbe  rM<riutte«i  and  1  now,  in  my  pbwe,  and  under 
all  oiy  respoMii^iy,  reavow  my  unshaken  eoimction 
of  it. 

But  it  lias  been  contended  on  this  occasion,  as  it  was 
in  tbe  debate  which  preceded  the  adoption  of  tbe  reso- 
iutioB  of  1834k  Ibat  Ibe  Senate  has  no  ri^t  to  express 
IIm  troth  on  any  miestion  vbtcb*  by  possibility,  may  be- 
come a  subject  M  impeachment.  It  is  mssifett  that  If 
it  may,  there  is  no  more  usiud  or  appropriate  form  in 
which  it  may  be  done  than  that  of  resolutions,  joint  or 
neparate,  orders,  or  bills.  In  no  other  mode  can  the  col- 
lective sense  of  the  body  be  expressed.  But  Senators 
mmntaia  that  no  matter  what  may  be  the  executive  en- 
croachment upon  the  joint  powers  of  tbe  two  Houses,  or 
the  separate  authmity  of  the  Senale,  it  is  bound  to  ataod 
mule,  and  not  breathe  one  word  of  complaint  or  rcmon- 
atrance.  According  to  the  argument,  the  greater  the 
vk^ation  of  the  constitution  or  tbe  Uw,  the  greater  the 
incompetency  of  tbe  Senate  to  exprem  any  opinion  upon 
it!  Further,  that  this  incompetency  is  not  confined  to 
the  acts  of  the  President  only,  but  extends  to  those  of 
every  officer  who  is  liable  lo  imprachraeni  under  the  eon- 
•tituitoo.  b  this  possible?  Can  it  be  tnief  Contrary 
to  all  tbe  faim  of  nsUire,  la  the  Seaate  tbe  only  being- 
which  has  no  power  of  aetf-preservation— no  right  to 
complain  or  lo  remonstrate  againht  attacks  upon  its  very 
existence  f 

Tbe  argument  is,  that  ihe  Senate,  being  tbe  cooatitu- 
tional  tribunal  to  try  all  impeachments,  is  thereby  pre- 
cluded from  tbe  exercise  of  the  right  to  exprem  any 
opinion  any  official  malfeamnoe,  except  when  act* 
tug  in  ita  judicial  character. 

If  this  disqualification  exist,  it  applies  to  all  impeacha- 
ble officer*,  and  ought  to  have  protected  tbe  Ute  Post- 
Biaater  General  against  the  resolution,  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  declaring  that  he  had  borrowed 
money  contrary  to  Uw.  And  it  would  dimble  Ihe  Sen- 
ate from  conudcrtng  that  Treasury  order  wbich  has 
formed  such  a  prominent  subject  of  its  deliberatioos 
during  the  pieacnt  aearion. 

And  how  do  SeoBtora  maintain  this  obligation  of  the 
Senate  to  remain  silent  and  heboid  itself  stript,  one  by 
cme,  of  all  ito  coastitulional  powers,  without  resistance, 
and  without  murmur?  Is  it  imposed  by  tbe  language  of 
tbo  constitution/  Has  any  part  of  that  instrument  been 
pointed  to  which  expreaily  enjoins  it?  No,  do,  not  a 
•yliable.  But  it  is  attempted  to  he  deduced  by  another 
far-fetched  in^Keation.  Because  the  Senate  is  tbe  body 
whieb  is  to  try  impcaehroenls,  therefore  it  b  inferred 
the  Seoato  can  expms  no  a|Hnion  on  any  matter  which 
may  form  the  auhject  of  impeaohmcnL  Tbe  constitu- 
tion does  not  say  so.  I^ai  ia  undeo'nblci  but  Senators 
Olink  ao. 

Tht  Senate  actsin  three  ctaracltti  —legislative,  ei«c- 
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utive,  and  Judicial— and  their  imporlanoe  is  in  tbe  order 
enumerated.  By  far  tbe  most  important  ofuielh're*  la 
its  legislaUve.  In  that,  aloaost  every  day  that  it  has 
been  in  session  from  1789  to  Ihe  present  ttmr,  some  le- 

Sislative  bunnesa  has  been  transactedt  whilst,  in  its  jo- 
icial  character,  it  has  not  sat  more  than  three  or  four 
timet  in  that  whole  period. 

Why  should  the  Judidal  lunction  limit  and  restrain 
the  legislative  function  of  the  Senate,  more  than  tbe  Ic- 
^lative  should  the  judicial?  If  the  degree  of  impoN 
tance  of  the  two  ^ouU  deoide  whieh  oi^bt  to  Impose 
the  restraint,  in  eaae  of  oonflict  between  tbem,  none 
can  doubt  wbieh  it  should  be. 

But  if  the  argument  ia  sound,  how  is  it  poaibte  for  tbe 
Senate  to  perform  its  legislative  duties?  An  act  in  vIch 
tation  of  tbe  constitution  or  laws  is  comnutted  by  tbe 
President,  or  a  subordinate  executive  officer,  and  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  correct  it  by  tbe  passage  of  a  law. 
The  very  ad  of  Ibe  Preiident  in  <iuestiim  was  under  a 
law  lo  which  Ihe  Senate  had  ^ven  its  concurrencr.  Ao. 
cording  to  the  argument,  the  correcting  law  cannot 
originate  in  the  Senate,  because  it  would  have  to  pass  in 
judgment  upon  that  act.  Nay,  moret  it  cannot  originate 
in  the  House  and  be  sent  to  tlie  Senale,  for  tbe  same  rea- 
son of  incompetency  in  the  Senate  to  pass  upon  it.  Sup- 
pose the  bill  contained  a  preamble  reciting  the  uncon- 
atitulional  or  illegal  act,  to  which  the  legislative  correc- 
tive is  applied:  according  to  the  argument,  the  Senate 
must  not  think  of  paaung  it.  Pu^d  to  ita  legitimsle  con- 
sequence, the  aliment  requires  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives itself  cautiously  to  abstain  from  tbe  exprenion 
of  any  (pinion  upon  an  execulive  act,  except  when  it  ia 
acting  as  tbe  grand  inquest  of  tbe  nation,  and  coosider- 
iiy  articles  of  impeachment. 

Assuming  that  the  argument  ia  well  founded,  tbe  Sen- 
ate is  equally  restrained  from  expressing  any  opinioo 
whieh  would  imply  the  innocence  or  the  guilt  of  an  im- 
peaehabte  officer,  unlem  it  be  maintuned  that  it  ia  law- 
ful lo  express  praise  and  approbation,  but  not  censure 
or  diflTerence  of  opinion.  Instsnces  have  occurred  in 
our  past  history,  (the  case  of  the  BriUsh  miniatcr.  Jack- 
son,  was  a  memorable  one,)  and  nmny  others  may  arise 
in  our  future  progress,  when,  in  reference  to  foreign 
Powers^  it  may  he  important  for  Congress  to  approve 
what  has  been  done  by  tbe  Executive,  to  present  a  firm 
and  united  front,  and  to  pledge  the  coontiy  to  stand  by 
and  support  him.  May  it  not  do  tbal?  If  the  Senate 
dare  not  enterlain  and  express  sny  opinion  upon  an  ex- 
eculive measure,  bow  do  those  who  support  this  ex- 
pui^inf  resolution  justify  Um  acquittal  of  tbe  Prerident 
which  it  proelaims? 

No  Senator  believed,  in  163i,  that,  whether  tbe  Presi- 
dent merited  impeachment  or  not,  he  ever  wt  uld  be  im- 
peached. In  point  of  fact  he  has  not  been,  and  we  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  he  never  will  b«»  impeached. 
Was  the  nujoriiy  of  the  Senale,  in  a  case  where  it  be- 
lieved the  constitution  and  laws  to  have  been  violated, 
and  tbe  liberties  of  the  people  to  be  endangered,  to  re- 
main silev,  and  to  refrain  from  proclaiming  tbe  truth, 
beoause,  against  all  human  probability,  the  Prcndent 
might  be  impeached  by  a  majority  of  his  political  friends 
in  the  Houae  of  Rcpresentstivea? 

If  en  impeachment  had  been  actually  voted  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  there  ia  nothing  in  the  consti- 
tution-wbich  ci^olns  nlence  on  Uie  pvtof  tbe  Senate. 
In  anch  a  eaae,  it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  prapriety, 
for  tbe  eonstderatloD  of  each  Senator,  to  avoid  the  ex- 
pression of  any  opinion  on  a  matter  upon  whicb,  as  a 
sworn  judge,  he  would  be  called  to  act. 

Hitherto,  I  have  considered  Ihe  qiiea'ion  on  Ihe  sup- 
poHtton  that  the  resolution  of  March,  1834,  implied  such 
guilt  in  the  Prendcnt  that  he  would  have  been  liable  to 
murietioD  oo  a  trial  by  impeacbmeet  befotc  the  Seoate 
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of  the  United  States.  But  the. resolution,  in  ftci,  import- 
ed no  lueh  guilt.  It  nmpty  afBrmed  that  be  had  "  a*, 
turned  upon  himteir  authorily  and  power  not  conferred 
by  the  eoniittutton  tnd  hwi^  but  inderogation  of  boib.** 
It  imputed  no  crimtiwl  motivei.  It  did  not  profeH  to 
penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the  Prcaident.  Aeconlinf  to 
the  phraseology  of  the  resoltilion,  tha  exceptionable  act 
might  have  been-  performed  with  the  purest  and  most 
patriotic  intention.  The  reanlution  neither  affirmed  hit 
innocence,  nor  pronoanced  bis  guilt.  It  amounts,  then, 
■ay  his  friends  on  this  floor,  to  nothing.  Not  so.  if  the 
constitution  be  trampled  upon,  and  the  laws  be  Tiolated, 
the  ii^jury  nay  be  equally  ^reat,  whether  it  baa  been 
done  with  good  or  bad  intenttona.  Hiere  msy  be  a  dif- 
ference to  the  officer,  none  to  the  country.  The  coon* 
try,  at  all  experience  demonslrales,  has  most  reason  to 
apprehend  tnoae  encroachments  which  take  place  on 
plausibte  pretexts,  and  with  good  intenliont. 

I  put  it,  Ur.  Preaident,  to  the  calm  and  detberale 
consideration  of  the  majority  of  the  Senate,  are  you 
readjr  to  pronounce,  in  the  face  oTlhii  enlightened  com- 
inunily,  tor  all  lime  lo  come,  and  whoever  may  happen 
to  be  the  Preadeot,  that  the  Senatedare  not,  in  language 
the  most  inoficMiTe  and  retpectful,  remomtrate  against 
any  executive  UHirpaHon,  whaterer  may  be  ill  degree 
or  danger f 

For  one,  I  will  not,  I  cannot.  I  believe  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mard),  1834,  lo  have  been  Iruei  and  that  it  waa 
competent  lo  the  Senate  to  proclaim  the  tmtfa.  And 
I  solemnly  believe  that  the  Senate  would  hare  been  cul- 
pably neglectful  of  its  duly  to  itself,  to  the  eonafitution, 
and  to  the  country,  if  it  had  not  announced  the  truth. 

But  let  me  suppose  that  in  all  this  I  am  tnistakent  that 
the  act  of  the  President,  to  which  exception  was  made, 
waa  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions 
and  the  language  of  our  eenstttntion  and  Uwii  and  that, 
whether  it  was  or  not,  the  Senate  of  1834  had  no  au- 
thority to  pats  judgment  upon  it:  what  right  has  the 
Senate  of  1837,  a  component  part  of  another  Corgreas^ 
to  pronounce  judgment  upon  its  predecessor'  How  can 
you,  who  venture  to  impute  to  those  who  have  gone  be- 
fore  you  an  uneonstitutional  proceeding,  escape  a  similar 
imputation^  What  part  of  the  constitution  communi* 
catet  to  you  any  aulhoriiy  to  arralfrn  and  try  ynur  pied- 
ecettorsr  In  what  antelc  it  contained  your  power  to 
expunge  what  they  have  done?  And  mty  not  the  pre- 
cedent lead  to  a  perpetual  eode  of  dcfaeement  and  retto- 
ration  of  the  trantacliou  of  Uie  Scmte,  at  eonaigned  to 
^e  public  records? 

Are  y«u  notonly  destitute  of  all  authority,  hut  poriiively 
forbidden,  to  do  what  the  expunging  rcacdution  proposes? 
The  injunction  of  the  constitution  to  keep  a  journal  of 
our  proceedinga  it  clear,  express,  and  emphatic.  It  is 
free  from  all  ambiguity:  no  sophistry  can  pervert  the 
explicit  language  of  (he  inMrument,  noarlful  device  can 
elude  the  force  of  the  obligation  which  it  impoaes.  if  it 
were  possible  to  make  more  manifest  the  duly  which  it 
requires  lo  be  performed,  that  waa  done  by  the  able  and 
eloquent  speecbe^  at  the  laat  aeiiion,  of  the  SenaAors 
from  Vir«nia  tnd  Louiaiana,  [Heasra.  Lhh  and  Fob- 
TXK,]  and  at  ibis  of  my  ecrflesgtie.  I  shall  not  repeat  the 
argument.  But,  i  would  ask,  if  there  were  no  constitu- 
tional requirement  to  keep  a  jnurnai,  what  constitutional 
right  has  the  Senate  of  this  Congress  to  pasa  in  judg- 
ment upon  the  Senate  of  another  Congrew,  and  to.  ex- 
punge  from  iu  journal  a  defiberate  act  there  recorded? 
Can  an  uneonatitutional  act  of  that  Senate,  supposing  it  to 
be  to,  justify  you  in  perTomtng  another  unconititutional 
act? 

But  in  lieu  of  any  argument  upon  the  point  from^me, 
I  beg  leave  to  cite  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
two  preocdenlsi  one  drawn  from  the  reign  of  the  noit 
detpotic  monardi  In  modem  Europe,  under  the  mott 


despotic  minister  thet  ever  bore  t»  ay  over  any  people, 
and  the  other  from  the  pureat  fountain  of  democracy  in 
tbii  ccNinlry.  I  quote  from  the  interesting  life  of  the 
Cardinal  Rieheliea,  vTitten  by  that  moat  adOMrable  and 
popular  author,  Mr.  James.  The  Duke  of  Orleans^  the 
brother  of  Loult  XIII,  had  been  goaded  into  rebelfion 
by  the  wary  Kichelieu.  1  he  King  isatied  a  decree  de- 
claring all  the  tupporlert  of  the  Duke  guilty  of  high 
treason,  and  a  copy  of  it  was  despatched  to  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris,  with  an  order  to  register  it  at  once.  The 
Parliament  demurred,  and  proceeded  to  what  wai  called 
un  arrit  de  portage.  •*  Richelieu,  however,  eootd  bear 
no  contradiction  In  the  course  which  he  had  laid  down 
for  himtelft**  [How  alrong  «  resemblance  doea  that  fea- 
ture of  hit  character  bear  to  one  of  an  illustrious  indi- 
vidual whom  I  will  not  further  describe!]  ''and  hurry, 
ing  back  to  Paris  with  the  King,  be  aent,  in  the 
monarch't  name,  a  command  for  the  members  of  the 
Parliament  to  present  themselves  at  the  Louvre,  in  n 
body  and  on  foot.  He  wat  obeyed  immediately;  and 
the  King  receiving  them  with  great  haeghtineM^  the 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  made  them  a  speech,  in  which  he 
declared  that  ihey  had  no  authority  to  deliberate  upon 
afTurs  of  slalei  that  the  buMnest  of  private  individuate 
they  n^ght  discuss,  but  that  the  will  of  the  monarch  in 
other  matters  they  were  alone  called  upon  to  r^iater. 
The  King  then  tore  with  hie  own  hands  the  psfe  of  the 
register  on  which  the  arrit  de  portage  had  been  in* 
aeribed,  and  puniriied  with  suspension  from  their  func- 
tions several  of  the  members  of  the  various  courts  com- 
poung  the  Parlramerit  af  Paria."  How  rrpeatcd  acts  of 
the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power  are  likely  to  subdue 
the  spirit  of  liberty,  end  to  render  callous  the  poblie 
seasihilily  and  the  fale  which  awaits  us,  if  we  had 
not  been  recently  unhappily  taught  in  this  country, 
we  m»  learn  from  the  same  author.  "The  finan- 
cca  or  the  State  were  exhauated,  new  impositiona 
were  deviaed,  and  a  number  of  new  officea  created  and 
sold.  Against  the  htt-ntmed  abuse  the  Parliament  ven- 
tured to  remonstrate;  but  the  Government  of  (be  Car- 
dinal had  for  its  first  principle  despotism,  ^  and  the 
refractory  members  were  punished,  aome  with  exile, 
aome  with  (uspenwon  of  thetr  funetient.  All  were  forced 
to  comply  with  bit  will{  snd  the  Parliament,  unable  to 
resist,  yielded,  step  by  step,  to  his  exactions  " 

The  other  precedent  is  supplied  by  the  archives  of  tbe 
democracy  of  Pennsylvania  in  1816,  when  it  was  gen- 
uine, and  unnuxed  with  any  other  ingredient. 

The  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slatea 
and  of  Pennsylvania,  in  regard  to  the  obligation  to  keep 
a  journal,  are  subslantially  tbe  same.  That  of  the  United 
States  requires  that  *'  each  Houae  aball  keep  a  iaiumal 
of  its  proceedings,  and  firom  time  to  time  pnbliih  the 
same,  txcept  mch  parte  at  may  in  their  judgment  re- 
quire secrecyi  and  the  yeas  and  nays  cf  the  membera  of 
either  House  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one 
fifth  of  the  members  present,  be  entered  on  the  joumnl." 
And  that  uf  Pennsylvania  ir,  **  each  House  hhall  keep  a 
jourmd  of  its  prticeedingt,  and  publish  (hem  weekly, 
except  tucb  parts  as  require  aecrecyi  and  the  yeat  and 
nays  of  the  membera  on  any  question  shall,  at  tbe  de- 
sire of  any  (wo  of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals." 
Whatever  inv-olability,  therefore,  ia  attached  to  a  jour- 
nal, kept  in  conformity  with  the  one  cunatitulion,  must 
be  equally  stamped  on  that  kept  under  the  other.  Oa 
tbe  lOlh  February.  1816,  in  the  House  of  Represrnta- 
tivesof  Pennsylvania,  **the  Speaker  informed  the  House 
that  «  constitutional  quettion  bein^  lnv<rivetl  In  a  de- 
cision by  him  yesterday,  on  4  notion  to  expui^  cer- 
tain  proceedings  fron  the  jnumal,  be -waa  deairoutof 
having  the  opinion  of  tbe  House  on  that  deciaioB,  vis; 
that  a  majority  can  expunge  from  the  journal  any  pro* 
cecdingi  in  which  the  ycai  aod  nay*  ban  oot  been 
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etlled."  Whersnpon  Mr.  HelBtte  tnd  Mr.  Smith  tp* 
peftled  from  tkid  deciiiont  and  on  the  quMtion,  !■  the 
Speaker  ri^t  in  hii  decision^  the  memben  prcMnt 
Totetl  19  rollows:  yeas  three,  ntjrt  sere nty 'eight.  Among 
the  latter  are  to  be  found  the  two  Senaion  now  repre- 
•enting  in  thia  body  the  Stata  of  Penn^lnnia.  On  the 
tame  daj  a  motion  waa  made  by  one  oF  them  {Vlr,  Bir- 
cbarah]  and  Mr.  Kellvt  and  readi  as  follows:  "Betohed, 
That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  no  part  of  the  journals 
of  the  House,  ean  be  expunged,  eren  by  unanimout  con- 
aent." 

The  Senate  obserres  that  the  question  srote  in  a  case 
where  the  yeas  and  nays  had  not  been  called.  Eren  in 
Mcb  a  case  there  were  but  four  members  out  of  eighty- 
two  that  thooght  it  was  competent  to  the  House  to  ex- 
piu^.  Had  tneyeaa  and  nays  been  called  and  recorded, 
astbey  were  on  the  resolution  of  March,  1834,  there 
would  not  hare  been  a  solitary  Tot«  in  the  House  of 
Rrpreaentatires  of  PennayTrania  in  support  of  the  power 
of  expunging.  And  if  you  can  expunge  the  resolution, 
why  may  you  not  ezpui^  also  the  recorded  yeas  and 
nays  attached  to  it  f 

But  if  the  matter  of  expunelton  be  contrary  to  the 
truth  of  the  case,  rcprmchful  for  its  base  subserviency, 
derogatory  from  the  just  and  necessary  powers  of  the 
Senate,  and  repugnant  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  tbe  manner  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  accomplish 
thia  dark  deed  is  also  highly  exceptionable-  Tlie  ex* 
panging  resohilion,  which  \i  to  blot  out  or  enshroud  the 
four  or  five  lines  in  whicb  the  resolution  of  1834  stands 
recorded,  or  rather  Ihr  recitals  by  which  it  is  preceded, 
are  spun  out  into  a  thread  <^  enormous  length,  it  runs, 
whereas,  and  whereas,  and  whereas,  and  whereas,  and 
whereas,  &c.,  into  a  formidable  array  of  nine  aeveral 
whereases.  One  wbo  should  have  the  courage  to  begin 
to  read  them,  unaware  of  what  waa  to  be  their  termina- 
tion,  would  think  that  at  the  end  of  such  a  tremendous 
display  he  must  find  the  very  devil.  It  is  Kke  a  kite  or 
a  comet,  except  that  the  order  of  nature  ii  inverted,  and 
the  tail,  instead  of  Mag  behind,  is  before  the  body  to 
which  it  is  appended. 

I  shall  not  trespass  on  the  Senate  by  inquiring  into  the 
truth  of  all  the  aasertions  of  fact  and  of  principle  con- 
tained in  theae  rcciula.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  ez> 
poae  them  all,  and  to  show  that  not  one  of  them  has 
more  than  a  e«dorable  foundation.  II  is  asserted  by  one 
ofthemttttt  the  ^sident  was  put  upon  hia  trial,  and 
condemned,  unheard,  by  the  Senate,  in  1834.  Was  that 
Iruef  Was  it  a  trial?  Can  the  majority  now  assert,  upon 
their  oaths  and  in  their  consciences,  that  there  was  any 
trial  or  eondemnalion?  During  the  warmth  of  debate, 
Senatora  might  endeavor  to  persuade  themaelvrs  and  the 
public  that  tbe  proceeding  of  1834  was^  in  ita  effects  and 
ooiMeqiieneea,  a  trial,  ana  would  be  a  condemnation  of 
the  Presidenit  but  now,  after  the  iapae  of  >ear  three 
years,  when  the  excitement  aririn|p  from  an  animated 
discussion  has  passed  away,  itia  manrelloaa  that  any  one 
should  be  prepared  to  assert  thst  an  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  ihe  Senate  upon  the  character  of  an  executive 
act  waa  an  arraignment,  trial,  and  conviction,  of  tbe 
Prendent  of  the  United  States) 

Another  f«ct,  asserted  in  one  of  these  recitals  that 
the  resoKition  of  1834,  in  either  of  the  forma  in  which  it 
was  originally  presented  or  subsequently  modified,  prinr 
to  the  final  abape  which  it  assumed  when  adopted,  would 
have  been  rejected  by  a  msjority  of  the  Senate.  What 
evidence  is  thrre  in  stipport  of  ihis  assertion?  None.  It 
Is,  I  verily  believe,  directly  contrary  to  the  fact.  In 
either  of  the  modifications  of  the  resolution,  I  have  irat 
m  d<mbt  that  it  would  have  pHSsed!  They  were  all  made 
in  that  mint  of  accommodation  by  which  the  mover  of 
the  resolution  has  ever  regulated  his  cfmduet  at  a  mem- 
bcr  of  s  deliberative  body.   la  not  ope  single  instance 


did  he  understand  from  any  Senator  at  whose  reqoeat  he 
made  the  modification,  thiat,  without  it,  he  would  vote 
against  the  resolution.  How,  then,  ean  even  the  Sena- 
tors who  were  of  the  minority  of  1834  undertake  to 
make  the  assertion  in  question?  How  can  the  new  Sen- 
ators, who  hare  come  here  since,  pledge  themselves  to 
the  fact  asserted  in  the  recital  of  which  they  could  not 
hsve  had  any  conusance?  But  all  the  members  of  the 
majority — the  veterans  and  the  raw  reoroita— the  six 
years  men  and  the  six  weeks  men — are  required  to  con* 
cur  in  this  most  unfounded  assertion,  as  I  believe  it  to  be. 
I  submit  it  to  one  of  the  latter  (looking  towards  Mr. 
Diiri,  from  Maine,  here  by  a  temporary  appointment 
from  the  Executive}  whether,  instead  of  inund)tti<||  the 
Senate  with  a  torrent  of  fulsome  and  revolting  adulation 
poured  on  the  President,  it  would  not  be  wiser  and  more 
patriotic  to  itlustrate  the  brief  period  of  his  senatorial 
existence  by  some  great  measure  fraught  with  general 
benefit  to  the  whole  Union  f  Or,  if  he  will  not  or  cannot 
derate  himself  to  a  view  of  the  interests  of  the  entire 
country,  whether  he  had  not  belter  dedicate  his  time  to 
an  investigation  into  tbe  causes  of  an  alien  jurisdiction 
being  still  exercised  over  a  large  pirt  of  the  territory  of 
the  State  which  he  represents?  And  why  the  American 
carrying  trade  to  the  British  colonies,  in  which  his  State 
waa  so  deeply  interested,  has  been  lost  by  a  most  im- 
provident  and  bungling  arrangement? 

Mr.  President,  what  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  ac- 
complished by  this  expunging  resolution?  What  new 
honor  or  fresh  laurels  will  it  wm  for  our  common  coon- 
try?  la  the  power  of  the  Sonate  ao  vast  that  it  ought  to 
be  cireumsenbed,  and  that  of  the  President  ao  restricted 
that  'It  ought  to  be  extended?  What  power  has  tbe 
Senate?  Nojie,  separately.  Ii  can  only  act  jointly  with 
tbe  other  House,  or  jointly  with  the  Executive.  And 
although  the  theory  of  the  constitution  supposes,  when 
consulted  by  him,  it  may  freely  give  an  affirmative  or 
negative  response,  according  to  the  practice,  as  it  now 
exists  it  has  lost  tbe  faculty  of  pronouncing  the  nega* 
tive  mpnosytlsble.  When  Ihe  Senate  expresses  its  de- 
liberate judgment,  in  the  form  of  resolution,  that  reso- 
lution has  no  compulsory  force,  but  appeals  only  to  the 
dispassionate  intellisence,  the  calm  reason,  and  thesober 
judgment,  of  the  community.  Tbe  Senste  has  no  army, 
no  navy,  no  patronage,  no  lucrative  officM,  nor  glitler. 
honors  to  bestow.  Around  us  there  ii  no  swarm  of 
graedy  expectants  rendering  us  homage,  anticipating 
our  wishes  *oA  ready  to  execute  our  commands. 

How  is  it  with  the  President?  Is  he  powerless?  He 
is  felt  from  one  extremity  to  the  other  of  this  vast  re- 
public. By  means  of  principles  which  he  has  introduced 
and  innovations  which  he  has  made  in  our  institutions 
alaaJ  but  too  much  countenanced  by  Congress  and  a 
confiding  people,  he  exercises  uncontrolled  the  power 
of  the  State.  In  one  hand  he  holds  the  purse,  and  in  the 
other  brandishes  the  sword  of  the  country.  Myriads  of 
dependanlB  and  partisans,  scattered  over  the  land,  are 
ever  ready  toting  hoaannas  to  him,  and  to  laud  to  the  skiea 
whatever  he  dues.  He  has  swept  over  theOovernment, 
during  the  last  eight  years  bke  a  tropical  tornado. 
Every  depaKment  exhibits  traces  of  the  ravages  of  the 
storm.  Take  as  one  example  the  Bsnk  of  the  United 
States.  No  institution  could  have  been  more  popular 
with  the  people,  with  Congress  and  with  State  Legisla- 
tures. None  ever  better  fulfilled  the  great  purposes  of 
ita  establishment.  But  it  unfortunately  incurred  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  Presidenli  be  spoke,  and  the  bank  lies 
prostrate.  And  those  who  were  loidest  in  its  praise  are 
now  loudest  in  its  condemnation.  What  object  of  hit 
ambition  is  unsatisfied'  When  disabled  from  age  any 
longer  to  hold  the  toeptre  of  power,  he  de-cjrnates  his 
successor,  and  irantmlts  it  to  his  favorite!  What  more 
does  he  want?   Moit  we  blot,  debe^  and  mutilate,  tbe 
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reeordi  oFtbc  countrjr*  to  punitli  the  prcfumptuouflncfli 
of  exprMMOf  »n  opiniun  conlnry  to  bit  ownf 

IVkkt  patriotic  purpoie  it  to  be  kcoontplwbed  by  tliU 
expunging  retdutinnf  Can  you  make  tbat  not  to  bt 
which  baa  been?  Can  you  eradicate  from  memory  and 
fromhiatory  ibe  hel  that  in  Marehi  1834,  a  m^onty  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  paved  the  rraolution 
which  ezcitea  your  enmity?  !•  it  your  rain  and  wicked 
object  to  arrogate  to  yourtelTei  that  power  of  ■nnihilatinjc 
the  past  which  hu  been  denied  to  Omnipotence  itMlf? 
Do  you  intend  to  thrust  your  handf  into  our  hearti,  and 
to  pluck  out  the  deeply  rooted  conTictlma  which  are 
iheref  Or  ii  it  your  deiign  merely  to  itirnialise  uif 
Yoti  cwinol  itigmatise  ut. 

Note  TMdldbMBdiihoMrUaroar  iwiiM. 

Standing  aeeurely  upon  our  eomdoai  reeUtude,  and 
bearing  aloft  the  ihield  of  the  constitution  of  our  coun* 
try,  your  puny  efibrli  are  impotent)  and  we  defy  all  your 

Eower.  Put  the  majority  of  1834  in  nne  sealr,  and  that 
y  which  thif  expunging  reaolution  i«  to  be  carrird  in  the 
other,  and  let  truth  and  justice,  io  hmren  abore  and 
on  earth  beknr,  nnd  Ubertj  and  patriotism,  decide  the 
prnwnderanee. 

What  patriotic  purpoie  is  to  be  accompftshed  by  this 
expunging  resolution^  Is  it  to  appease  the  wrath  and 
to  heat  the  wounded  pride  of  the  Chief  Hsgislrate'  If 
he  be  really  the  hero  that  his  friends  represent  him,  he 
must  despite  all  mean  condescension,  all  grovelling 
iyoophaney,  all  self-degradation  and  oelf-abaaement.  He 
would  reject,  with  scorn  and  contempt,  as  unwwthy  of 
his  fame,  your  black  scratches  and  your  baby  linei  in 
the  fair  records  of  his  country.  Mack  Knea!  Blaek 
lines!  Sir,  1  hope  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  will  pre- 
serre  the  pen  with  whieh  he  msy  inscribe  them,  and 
present  it  to  that  Senator  of  the  majority  chom  he  may 
select,  as  a  proud  trophy,  to  he  transmitted  to  his  de- 
seendanls.  And  hereafter,  when  we  shall  loafe  the  formi 
of  our  frc«  iMtiiuiioni^  all  that  now  remain  to  a%  eome 
future  Ameriean  monarch,  in  grathode  to  those  by  whose 
means  be  has  been  enabled,  npon  the  ruins  of  civil  lib- 
erty, to  erect  a  throne,  and  to  commemorate  especially 
this  expunging  resolution,  msy  institute  a  new  order  of 
knighthood,  and  confer  on  it  the  appropriate  name  of 
the  Knight  of  the  Black  Lines. 

But  why  ibouM  I  detain  the  Senate,  or  needleatly 
waste  my  breath  in  fruitless  exertions.  The  decree  has 
gone  forth.  It  is  one  of  urgency,  too.  The  deed  is  to 
be  done— that  foul  deed  wliich,  like  the  blood-stained 
hands  of  the  guilty  Macbeth,  all  ocean's  waters  will 
never  wash  out.  Proceed,  then,  to  the  noble  wnrk 
which  lies  before  you,  and,  like  other  skilful  execution- 
ers, do  H  quickly.  And  when  you  have  perpetrated  it, 
go  home  to  the  people,  and  tell  them  what  glorious  hon- 
ore  you  have  achieved  for  our  common  eonntry.  Tell 
them  that  you  have  extinguished  one  of  the  brightest 
and  purest  lights  that  ever  burnt  at  the  allar  of  civil  lib. 
erty.  Tell  tliem  Ihst  you  have  silenced  one  of  the 
noblest  bstleries  Ibst  ever  thundered  in  defence  of  the 
constitution,  and  bravely  spiked  the  cannon.  Tell  them 
that,  henceforward,  no  matter  whsldsringoroutiageous 
act  any  Prerident  may  perform,  you  have  Ibrever  her- 
metieally  sealed  the  mouth  of  the  Senate.  TeH  them 
that  be  may  fearlessly  assume  what  powers  he  pleases, 
■natch  from  its  lawful  custody  the  public  purse,  com- 
mand  a  militsry  detschment  to  enter  the  halb  of  the 
Cspitol,  overawe  Congrt-a^,  trample  down  the  constitu- 
tion, and  raxe  every  bulvark  of  freedom)  but  that  the 
Senate  must  stand  mute.  In  silent  submisiion,  and  not 
dare  to  raise  its  opposing  voice.  That  it  must  wait  until 
a  House  of  RepresenUtires,  humbled  snd  subdued  like 
itself,  and  a  majority  of  it  composed  of  the  partisans  of 
the-President,shaH  prefer  articles  of  impeachment.  Tell 
them,  Bmdly,  Umt  jroa  ban  rcitored  the  ghnfoua  doe> 


trine  of  passive  obedience  And  non-resistance.  And,  if 
the  people  do  not  pour  o«t  their  indignation  and  impre. 
cations,  1  have  yet  to  learn  the  character  of  American 
freemen. 

When  Mr.  Clit  had  cnncloded, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  and  spoke  as  follows; 

Mr.  Pre^dent:  after  the  able  and  eloquent  display  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat]  who  has  just  re- 
sumed hn  seat,  after  having  so  long  enchained  the  alien* 
tion  of  his  audience,  it  m'ght  be  tlw  dictate  of  prudence 
for  me  to  remain  silent.  But  1  feel  too  deeply  my  re- 
sponsibility as  sn  American  Senator,  not  to  make  the  at> 
tempt  to  place  before  the  Senate  and  the  country  the 
reasons  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  justify  the  vole  wbldi 
I  intend  to  give  this  day. 

A  more  grave  and  solemn  question  haa  rarely,  if  ever, 
been  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  Ststci,  than 
the  one  now  under  diseunton.  This  Senate  is  now  call- 
ed upon  to  review  its  own  decision,  to  rejudge  its  own 
justice,  and  to  annihilate  its  own  sentence,  delibcrvtely 
pronounced  sgainst  the  coordinate  executive  branch  of 
this  Government.  On  the  38lh  of  March,  1834»  the 
Ameriean  Senate,  in  the  bee  of  Ibe  American  people,  in 
the  ftee  of  the  whole  world,  by  a  solemn  reiolution, 
pronounced  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  be  a 
violator  of  the  eonalitution  of  his  country — of  that  const]* 
tulion whieh  hehadsolcmnlyswOTn  *'topreierre,  protect, 
and  defend."  Whetherwe  eoniider  the  exalted  character 
of  the  tribunal  which  pronounced  this  eondemnation,  or 
the  illustrious  object  i^nst  which  it  was  directed,  we 
ooglit  to  feel  deeply  impressed  with  the  hi^  and  laslii^ 
importance  of  the  present  proceeding,  it  is  m  fact,  if  not 
in  ibrm,  the  trial  of  the  Senate  for  having  unjustly  and 
unconstitutionally  tried  and  condemned  the  Preddenti 
and  their  accusers  arc  the  American  people,  in  this 
cause  1  am  one  of  the  judges.  In  some  respects.  It  is  a 
painful  porillon  fisr  me  to  occupy.  It  is  vsm,  however, 
to  express  unavailing  regrets.  I  must,  and  aball,  firmly 
and  stmly,  do  my  duty,  although  in  the  performance  m 
it  r  may  wound  the  feelinga  of  gentlemen  whom  I  respect 
and  esteem.  I  shall  proceed  no  fuKher  than  the  ooea> 
sion  demsnds,  and  will,  therefore.  Justify. 

Who  wss  the  Preiident  of  the  United  States  against 
whom  this  sentence  has  been  pronounced'  Andrew 
Jackson — a  name  which  every  Ameriean  mother,  aftn 
the  party  strife  which  a^tatea  tts  for  the  present  fno> 
ment  sbsll  hsve  passed  swsy,  will,  dnrii^all  tlie  genera- 
ttona  which  this  repubKe  la  destined  to  endure,  teadi 
her  infant  to  lisp  with  thst  of  the  venerated  name  at 
Waihington.  The  one  was  the  founder,  the  other  the 
preserver,  of  the  liberties  of  his  country. 

ir  President  Jackson  hss  been  guilty  of  violating  the 
constitution  of  the  United  Sutes,  let  impartial  justice 
take  tia  eoerae.  I  adorit  that  it  is  no  justification  for 
such  a  crime  that  hia  long  lifiB  has  been  more  distinguish- 
ed by  sets  of  -disinterested  patriotism  thsn  that  of  any 
American  oitisen  now  living.  It  is  no  justification  that 
the  honesty  of  his  heart  and  the  purity  of  his  intentions 
have  become  proverbial,  even  amongst  his  political  ene- 
mies. It  is  no  justifiestion  tbat  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
and  in  the  day  of  battle,  he  has  been  hii  oouotry^  shield. 
If  he  has  been  guilty,  lA  hia  name  be  "damned  to  ever- 
lasting fame,"  with  those  of  Cwwr  and  of  Nspoleon. 

IF,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  pure  and  immsculaie  from 
the  charge,  let  us  be  swift  to  do  him  justice,  and  to  blot 
out  the  toul  stigma  which  the  Senate  have  placed  upon 
his  chsracter.  If  we  are  not,  he  msy  go  aowo  to  the 
grave  in  doubt  as  to  what  may  be  tlie  final  judgment  of 
his  country.  In  any  event,  he  must  soon  retire  to  the 
shades  of  private  lifie.  Shall  we,  then,  suffer  his  official 
term  to  expire  without  first  doing  him  justice?  it  msy  ^ 
be  said  of  me,  aa  it  has  already  beea  aaii)  of  other  Sena- 
tors, that  1  am  one  of  the  gross  aduhton  of  the  Prcal 
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dent.  B«t,  rir*  I  kave  mtn  Mid  thui  maofa  of  bim 
whilM  be  WM  In  Um  meridiaD  of  hw  power.  Now,  tlut 
his  political  Min  ia  nearly  let,  I  feel  myielf  it  liberty  to 
poor  forth  By  grateful  feelings^  aa  an  American  citixen, 
to  a  man  wbo  liaa  done  «o  mucb  for  hit  country.  I  have 
never,  for  aiyielf»  either  directly  or  indirectly,  aoliMted 
office  tt  hia  hudif  and  my  character  muil  greatly 
change.  If  i  abould  ever  do  to  from  any  of  hia  aucceaaora. 
If  I  ^ould  b<>qtowupon  bim  the  meed  of  mypoorpraiae, 
it  springa  from  an  impulae  far  different  from  that  which 
has  been  attributed  to  the  majority  on  thit  floor.  I 
apeak  aa  an  independent  freeman  and  American  Senatori 
and  1  feel  proud  now  to  have  the  opportunity  of  ralaing 
my  voice  in  hia  defence. 

On  the  38th  day  of  Uarcb,  1834|  the  Senate  of  the 
United  StateaTeaolved  "that  the  Pr««den^  in  the  late  ex> 
ecutiveproeeedingain relation  to  the  public  revenue,  baa 
amumed  upon  himaelf  authority  and  power  not  conferred 
by  the  conaliluiion  and  lawa,  but  in  derogation  of  both." 

In  diacuaaing  this  aubjecl,  I  aball  undertake  to  prove, 
first,  that  this  resolution  ia  unjuslt  aeewidly,  that  it  ia  un* 
constitutional!  and  in  the  Isat  place^  that  it  ought  to  be 
expunged  from  our  journals,  m  the  manner  propoted  by 
the  Senator  from  Hiasouri,  [Hr.  BssTOff.] 

First,  then,  it  ta  unjust.  On  this  branch  of  the  lubject, 
I  had  intended  to  confine  myself  to  a  bare  expresnon  of 
my  own  decided  opinion.  Tbia  point  has  been  so  often 
and  so  ably  discussed,  that  it  is  imposuble  for  me  to  csst 
any  new  light  upon  it.  But  sa  it  ti  my  intention  to  fol- 
low the  footsteps  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Cur,]  wherever  lbeya»y  lead,  I  imiit  again  tread  the 
ipvuiid  which  has  been  ao  often  trodden.  As  the  Sena- 
tor,  however,  has  confined  himielf  to  s  mere  pisaing  ref* 
erence  to  the  topics  which  this  head  preaent^  I  shall, 
in  thia  particular,  follow  his  example. 

Althoogh  (he  resolution  condemning  the  Preaident  ia 
vague  and  general  in  iu  terma,  yet  we  all  know  that  it 
was  founded  upon  his  removal  of  the  public  depoaitea 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  Senator  from 
Kentaeky  hit  contended  that  thia  act  waa  a  violation  of 
law.  And  why?  Because,  sayi  be,  it  ia  well  known 
that  the  public  money  waa  secure  in  that  inatituttoni  and 
by  its  charter  the  public  deposilea  could  not  be  removed 
from  it,  unless  under  a  just  apprehension  that  they  were 
in  danger.  Now,  sir,  I  admit  that  if  the  President  had 
no  right  to  remove  these  deposiles,  except  fur  the  sole 
reason  that  their  safety  was  in  danger,  the  Senator  hu 
eatabliahcd  his  ponlion.  But  what  is  the  Aetf  Was 
the  Government  thua  restricted  by  the  terms  of  the 
iMnk  charter?  I  answer,  no.  Such  a  limitation  is  no- 
where to  be  found  in  it.  Let  me  read  the  sixteenth  aeo- 
tion,  which  it  the  only  one  relatii^  to  the  aubject.  It 
enactt,  -'that  the  deponlea  of  the  money  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea,  in  placea  in  which  the  said  bank  and  brsnchea 
thereof  may  be  established,  sliall  be  made  in  said  bank 
or  branehea  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury shall  St  any  lime  otherwise  order  and  direct;  in 
which  ease,  the  Secretary  of  the  Tressury  ahall  immrdi- 
Btelj  lay  before  Con  Kress,  if  in  session,  and  if  ntrt. 
Immediately  after  the  commeneement  of  the  next  session, 
Ibe  reasons  of  such  order  or  direction. " 

U  not  the  authority  thus  conferred  upon  the  SecreUry 
of  the  Treasury  as  broad  ami  aa  ample  as  the  Bngliab 
language  will  admits  Where  is  the  limitation,  where 
the  restriction  f  One  mMit  have  supposed,  from  the  sr- 
gument  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  the  charter 
had  restricted  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  re- 
moving the  depoaitea,  unless  he  believed  them  to  be  in- 
secure in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  but  the  lan- 
of  the  law  itselfcompleiely  refates  hia  argument. 
They  were  to  remain  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slste^ 
"  unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rtiall  at  any  time 
othcrwiM  order  and  dirccL" 


The  aole  limitation  upon  the  diacretion  of  that  office 
waa  hia  immediate  and  direct  responMbility  to  Congress. 
To  us  he  was  beund  to  render  bis  reasons  for  removing 
the  depontes.  We,  and  we  alone,  are  constituted  the 
judgea  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  theae  reasons. 

It  would  be  an  easy  task  to  prove  that  the  anthon  of 
the  bank  charter  acted  wisely  in  not  limiting  the  disere* 
tion  of  the  Seeretary  of  the  Trcasuiv  over  the  depontes 
to  the  sin^e  case  of  their  apprehentied  insecurity.  We 
may  imagine  many  other  reaaona  which  would  have  ren- 
dered their  removal  both  wise  and  expedient.  But  I 
forbear,  especially  as  the  esse  now  before  the  Senate 
presents  aa  striking  an  illualrstion  of  this  proposition  aa 
I  could  poaubty  imagine.  Upon  what  principle,  then, 
do  I  jusUfy  the  removal  of  the  depcsMesf 

The  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  had  determined  to  ap- 
ply fora  recharter  at  the  session  (tf  CongreHimmcdiateqr 
preceding  the  last  preaidenlial  election.  Preptratorjr 
to  this  spplication,  and  whilst  it  wss  pending,  in  the 
short  apace  of  sixteen  months,  it  had  increaaedita  loans 
more  than  $38,000,000.  They  rose  from  forty4wo 
milliorfa  to  seventy  milliona  between  the  last  of  December, 
1830,  and  the  lat  of  Hay,  1833.  Whibt  this  boasted 
regulator  of  the  currency  was  thus  expanding  ita  dis- 
counts, all  the  local  banks  followed  the  exaaqile.  Tlie 
impulse  of  self-interest  uiged  them  to  pursue  thiscourae. 
A  dielusive  proaperily  was  thus  apread  over  tbe  land. 
Honey,  every  where,  became  plenty.  The  bank  was 
regarded  aa  the  beneficent  parent,  who  wss  pouring 
her  money  out  into  Ibe  laps  of  her  children.  Slie 
thought  herself  wise  and  provideat  in  thua  rendering 
herself  populsr.  Tlie  recharter  passed  both  Houses  of 
Congress  by  triumphant  majorities.  But  then  came 
•*the  frost,  the  killing  frost."  It  was  not  so  easy  to 
propitiate  "the  Old  Roman."  Although  he  well  knew 
the  power  and  influence  which  the  bank  could  exert 
against  him  at  the  then  approaching  prendential  elec- 
tion, he  cast  auch  considerations  to  tbe  winds.  He 
vetoed  the  bill,  snd,  in  the  mmt  solemn  manner,  placed 
lumself  fur  trial  upon  thia  question  before  the  American 
people. 

From  that  moment  tbe  faith  of  many  of  hia  former 
frienda  began  to  grow  cold.  The  bank  openly  tooklbe 
field  against  his  re-election.  It  expended  laige  sums  in 
subsidising  editors,  and  in  circulating  pamphlets,  and 
papera,  and  apeecltea,  throughout  the  Union,  ealculsted 
to  inflame  the  public  mind  against  the  President.  1 
merely  gisnce  at  these  things. 

Let  ua  pause,  for  a  single  moment,  to  consider  the 
eonMquencea  of  such  conduct.  Whst  right  had  tbe 
bank,  aa  a  corporation,  to  enter  the  arena  of  politics,  for 
the  purpose  of  defending  itself,  and  attacking  the  PresU 
dent?  Whilst  1  freely  admit  that  each  individual  stock- 
holder  posseaaed  the  same  righta,  in  thia  respeet,  as 
every,  ether  American  citizen,  I  pray  yon  to  consider 
what  a  dangerous  preeedrnt  the  bank  has  thua  eatabli^. 
ed.  Our  t»nka  now  number  nearly  s  ihouaand,  anduur 
other  chartered  institutions  are  almost  innumerable. 
If  all  tlieae  corporations  are  to  be  jusiiiinl  In  using  their 
corporate  funds  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  elections, 
of  elevsting  their  political  friends,  and  crushing  their 
political  foes,  our  condition  ia  truly  deplorable.  We 
ahall  thua  introduce  into  tbe  State  a  new,  a  dangmua, 
and  an  alarming  power,  the  effects  of  which  no  msn 
ean  anticipate.  Watehfiil  jealouay  is  the  price  which  a 
free  people  must  ever  pay  for  their  libertiea;  and  thia 
jealousy  should  be  argua-e)-ed  in  watching  the  political 
movements  of  corporations. 

After  the  bank  had  been  defeated  in  the  preaidential 
election,  it  sdopted  a  new  course  of  policy.  What  it 
had  been  unable  to  aecompliab  by  making  money  plenty, 
it  determined  it  would  wrest  from  the  aufierings  of  the 
people  by  making  mmey  scarce.   Pressure  and  panic 
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then  beeame  it*  weapomi  tiM)  with  time  it  wu  deter* 
mined,  if  poiiible,  to  extort  •  recbtrter  from  the  Ameri- 
can people.  It  commenced  this  warfare  upon  the  inter- 
eati  of  Ihe  country  about  the  lat  of  Au^it,  183.1.  In 
two  short  months  it  decreased  its  loans  more  than  four 
roilltons  of  dollars,  whilst  the  deposites  of  the  GoTern- 
ment  with  it  bsd  i»ereased*  during  the  same  period, 
two  milliona  and  a  quarter.  I  speak  in  round  numbers. 
Itvaathen  in  the  act  of  reducing  its  discounts  at  the 
rate  of  two  millioni  of  dollars  per  month. 

The  State  banks  had  expanded  tlieirloam  with  the 
furmer  expansion  of  the  Bank  of  (he  United  States.  It 
now  became  necessary  to  contract  (hem.  The  severest 
pressure  befpan  to  be  felt  every  where.  Had  tlie  Bank 
of  the  United  States  been  permitted  a  short  time  lunger 
toproeeed  inihia  eourar,  fbnified  as  ttwas  with  the 
milKons  of  the  Government  which  it  held  on  deposits,  a 
Rcene  of  almoat  universal  bankruptcy  and  insolvency 
must  have  been  presented  in  our  commereral  cities.  It 
thus  became  absolutely  necessary  for  the  President 
either  to  deprive  the  bank  of  ibe  public  depoaitea,  as 
the  only  means  of  protecting  the  State  banks,  and, 
through  tliem,  the  people,  from  these  impending  evils, 
or  cilinir  to  look  on  and  see  it  spreading  ruin  through' 
out  the  land.  It  was  neceawry  for  him  to  adopt  (his 
policy  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  universal  derai^ 
ment  of  the  currency,  a  general  lacrifiee  of  property, 
and,  as  an  inevitable  conaequence,  the  reebarter  of  Ihia 
institution. 

By  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  he  struck  a  blow 
against  the  bank  from  which  it  has  never  since  recover- 
ed. This  wss  (he  dob  of  Hereulea  with  which  he  slew 
the  Hydra.  This  was  the  muter-stroke  by  which  be 
prostrated  what  a  large  majority  of  the  American  peo- 
ple believe  to  have  been  a  corrupt  and  a  corrupting  in- 
stitution. For  this  he  is  not  only  justified,  but  deserves 
the  eternal  gratitude  of  his  country.  For  this  the  Sen- 
ate have  condemned  him;  but  the  people  of  the  United 
StAiea  have  hailed  him  as  a  deliverer. 

It  has  been  aaid  by  the  Senator  from  Rentaeky,  that 
the  Present,  by  removing  the  depo«tea  from  ihe  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  united  in  his  own  person  the  pow- 
er of  the  purse  of  the  nation  with  that  of  the  sword.  I 
think  it  is  not  difficult  to  answer  Ihia  argument.  What 
waa  to  become  of  Ihe  public  money,  in  case  it  had  been 
removed  frum  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  under  ita 
charter,  for  the  cause  which  the  Senator  himself  deems 
justifiablef  Why,  sir,  it  wotild  then  have  been  Imme- 
diatcly  remitted  to  the  guardianship  of  tlioi*  lawa  un. 
der  which  it  had  been  protected  before  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  called  into  existence.  Such  waa  Ihe 
preaent  ease.  In  regard  to  this  point,  no  matter  wheth- 
er the  cause  of  removal  were  sufficient  or  not,  the  mo- 
ment (be  depositea  were  actually  removed,  they  became 
fubieet  to  the  pre-existing  law^  and  not  to  the  M-bitrarr 
will  of  tiie  Prendeot. 

Tbo  Senator  from  Kentucky  hu  contended  that  the 
Prendent  violated  the  constitution  and  the  laws  by  dia- 
missing  Mr.  Duane  from  office  because  he  would  not  re. 
move  the  deposites,  and  by  appointing  Mr,  Taney  to  ac- 
complish this  purpose.  1  shall  not  discuss  at  any  Irnglh  ' 
the  power  of  removal.  It  is  now  too  late  in  the  day  to 
question  it.  That  the  Executive  possesses  this  powrr 
was  decided  by  the  first  Congresi.  It  baa  often  aince 
been  dncusaed  and  decided  in  the  flame  msnner,  and  it 
has  been  exercised  by  every  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  Preaidrnt  is  bound  by  the  conctitiitinn  to 
*'lake  care  that  iheluws  be  failliluHy  executed."  If 
he  cannot  remove  hia  execinive  officem,  it  is  imp(M*ible 
that  he  can  perform  titis  diiiy.  Every  inferior  officer 
might  set  up  for  himselfi  mieht  vioia>e  the  taws  of  the 
country,  and  put  him  at  deRanee,whilst  lie  would  re- 
main p«feeliy  powerlesa.   He  could  not  trrest  Uidr 


career.  A  foreign  mtniater  miglit  be  betraying  and  dis- 
gracing the  nation  abrmid,  without  any  power  to  recall 
him  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Senate.  This  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  involves  so  many  danger^ 
and  so  many  absurdities,  that  it  could  not  be  maintained 
for  a  moment,  even  if  there  had  not  been  a  eonstaat 
practice  againat  it  of  almoet  half  a  century. 

But  it  is  contended  by  the  Senator  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  a  aort  of  independent  power  in  ttie 
Slate,  and  is  released  from  the  control  of  the  Rxecutive. 
And  why*  Simply  because  he  is  directed  bylaw  to 
make  his  annual  report  to  Congresi,  and  not  to  the 
President.  IF  this  position  be  correct,  then  it  necessari- 
ly follows  (hat  the  Executive  is  released  from  the  obliga- 
tion of  taking  care  that  the  numeroua  and  important  uta 
of  Congress  reguhling  the  fiscal  concema  of  the  country 
shall  be  faithfully  executed.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  '»  thus  made  independent  of  liis  contru).  What 
would  be  the  position  of  this  officer  under  such  a  ctm* 
strucllon  of  the  constitution  and  lavs,  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  decide.  And  this  wonderful  iransfortDatioB 
of  his  character  haa  arisen  from  the  mere  circumstance 
that  Congress  have  by  law  directed  him  to  make  an  annu- 
al report  to  them!  Nn,  sirt  the  Executive  is  respon«- 
blc  to  Congress  for  the  futhful  execution  of  the  bwa^ 
and  if  the  preaent  or  any  other  Prendent  should  prove 
faithless  to  his  high  trust,  the  present  Senate,  noiwith- 
s'anding  all  which  bas  been  said,  would  be  as  ready  as 
their  predecesaort  to  inflict  condign  punishment  upon 
him,  in  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  constitution. 

I  have  now  arrived  at  the  great  questioa  of  the  eonatU 
tutional  power  of  the  Senate  to  adopt  the  resolution  of 
Usrch,  1S34.  It  ia  my  firm  conviction  that  the  Senate 
posaesaea  no  aueh  power;  and  it  is  now  iny  purpose  to 
establish  this  position.  The  decision  on  this  point  must 
depend  upon  a  (rue  answer  to  (he  question,  docs  this 
resolution  contain  any  impeachable  chaise  against  the 
President'  If  it  does,  I  trust  I  shall  demoitatrate  that 
the  Senate  violated  its  constitutional  duty  in  proceeding 
to  condemn  him  in  this  manner.  I  shall  again  reed  the 
reaolutioni 

**  AesoAtetf,  That  the  Pretideat,  in  the  late  exrcutiv* 
proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  haa  as- 
sumed upon  himaelf  authority  and  power  not  conferred 
by  the  constitution  and  lawa,  but  in  derogation  of  boUi." 

This  language  is  brief  and  comprehensive.  It  come* 
at  once  to  the  point.  It  beara  aatriking  impreaa  of  tfw 
character  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  Doea  it  chugw 
an  impeachable  offence  against  the  President? 

The  fourth  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  consti- 
tution declares  that  "the  President,  Vice  President,  and 
all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  removed 
from  office  on  impeachment  for,  and  conviction  of,  trea- 
son, bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanora." 

It  haa  been  contended  (hat  ihia  condemnatory  reaolu- 
tien  contains  no  impeachable  oRenee,  because  it  charge* 
no  criminal  intention  against  the  Preaidenti  and  1  admK 
that  it  doea  not  aKribuie  (o  him  any  corrupt  motive  in  ex- 
press words,  h  this  sufficient  to  convince  the  judgment 
of  any  impartial  msn  that  none  such  was  intended.'  L.et 
us,  for  a  few  moments,  examine  this  proposition.  If  it 
be  well  founiled,  the  Senate  msy  forever  ttereafter  usurp 
the  piiwer  of  trying,  condemning,  and  deatroying,  any 
officer  of  the  Govt-nimenl,  without  affording  him  the 
slightest  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  his  drfence> 
They  may  itius  ubuse  their  power,  and  proMlmte  any  ob- 
ject of  tlieir  vengeance.  It  seems  we  liave  now  made 
Ihe  ilisc'ivery  that  Ihe  Senate  are  nuthoriied  (»  exert 
this  tremendous  pnwen  that  they  may  ihim  assume  to 
tiiem^elves  the  office  boili  uf  accuber  and  of  juilge,  pro* 
v-ded  the  indictment  cnntains  no  express  a)leg.aiun  »f  a 
criminal  intention.  The  President,  or  any  officer  of  tlie 
Oovemment,  may  be  dcaounced  by  tbe  SciMe  u  e  rio- 
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htor  of  the  eonatitutioii  of  bb  eountty,  ai  derenet  in  the 
perronnance  of  his  publte  duties*  provided  there  be  no 
czpreM  impatation  of  an  improper  motive.  The  ehar- 
aeters  of  men  whose  reputation  ia  dearer  to  them  than 
their  Uvea  may  tbua  be  destroyed.  They  may  be  held 
op  to  public  execration  by  the  omiaaion  of  a  few  formal 
vordi.  The  eondemnation  of  the  Senate  earrie*  with  it 
Buch  a  moral  power,  that  perbapa  there  ia  no  man  in  Uie 
United  Slates,  except  Andrew  jaekion»  who  could  have 
resisted  its  force.  Vo,  nr\  such  an  argoment  can  never 
comonand  conviction.  That  which  we  hare  no  power  to 
do  directly,  we  can  never  accomplish  by  indirect  means. 
We  cannot  by  resolution  convict  a  man  of  an  impeacha- 
ble offence,  merely  becauae  we  may  omit  the  formal 
word*  of  an  impeachment.  «•  mutt  regard  the  aub- 
ftance  of  things,  and  not  the  mere  fbrm. 

But  again:  Although  a  criminal  intention  be  not 
charged  in  so  many  word^  by  this  resolution,  yet  its  Ian- 

!;usge,  even  without  the  attendant  circumstances,  clear- 
y  conveys  ibis  meaning.  The  Preudenl  ia  charged 
with  having  *<  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power 
not  coDfemd  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  hut  in  dero- 
gation of  both."  **  Assumed  upon  himself!"  What  ia 
the  plain,  palpable  meaitiog  of  this  phraae,connccted  with 
what  preeedea  and  follows^  Is  it  not  **to  arrc^le," 
■*lo  claim  or  seize  unjustly?"  These  are  two  of  the 
first  mcaninga  of  the  word  ouume,  acoording  to  the  lexi- 
oograpbers.  To  assume  upon  one's  self,  is  a  mode  of  ez- 
presaion  which  is  rarely  taken  in  a  good  tense.  As  it  is 
used  here,  1  ask  ifany  man  of  plain,  common  understand- 
ing, after  reading  thia  resolution,  would  ever  arrive  at 
the  conchision  that  any  Senator  voted  for  it  under  the 
impreasioD  that  the  PrrsMent  waa  Innocent  of  any  im* 
proper  intention,  and  that  ha  violated  the  conatitution 
from  mere  mistake,  and  from  pure  motives?  The  com- 
mon sense  of  mankind  revolts  at  tlie  idea.  How  can  it 
be  contended,  for  a  single  moment,  that  you  can  de- 
nounce tile  Prerident  as  a  man  who  had  *■  assumed  upon 
hlmaelf**  the  power  of  viofailing  the  laws  and  the  cunati. 
tution  of  bia  country,  and  In  the  same  breath  declare 
that  you  had  not  the  least  Iniention  to  criminate  him,  and 
that  your  language  was  sltogether  inoffensive?  The 
two  propositions  are  manifestly  inconsistent. 

But  1  go  one  step  further.  If  we  were  silting  as  a 
court  of  impeachment,  and  the  bare  proposition  were 
eatablished  to  our  satishction,  that  the  President  hsd,  in 
violatioa  of  the  eoostitution  and  laws,  withdrawn  the 
pubKc  revenue  of  the  country  ftvm  the  depository  to 
whme  charge  Congress  had  committed  it,  and  assumed 
the  conirol  over  it  himself,  we  would  be  bound  to  con- 
vict him  of  a  high  official  mindeiQeanor.  Under  such 
circurastaneea,  we  should  be  bound  to  infer  a  criminal 
inteiaion  from  this  illegal  and  unconatitutioniil  act. 
Crinrioal  justice  could  never  be  adminisiered,  society 
could  not  exist,  if  the  tribunala  of  the  countiy  ahuuld  not 
altribute  evil  motivea  to  illegal  and  unconstitutional  eon- 
duet.  Omniscience  alone  can  examine  the  heart.  When 
poor,  frail  man  is  placed  in  the  judgment  seat,  he  must 
infer  the  intentions  of  the  accused  from  bis  actions. 
That  "  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fniits,"  Is  an  axiom 
which  we  have  derived  from  the  fountain  of  all  trutli. 
Doea  a  poor,  naked,  huiigiy  wretch,  at  this  inclement 
season  of  the  year,  take  from  my  pocket  a  single  dollar, 
the  law  inftra  a  erioiinal  intent,  and  he  must  be  convict- 
ed and  punished  as  a  thief,  though  he  may  have  been  sc- 
tuated  by  no  other  motive  than  that  of  saving  his  wife 
and  children  from  starvatinn.  And  shall  a  iliffereni  rule 
be  applied  to  the  President  uf  the  United  States?  Shall 
it  be  said  of  a  man  elevated  to  the  highest  station  on 
earth,  for  his  wisdom,  his  integrity,  and  his  virtue?,  with 
all  his  eonatiluttonal  adviaera  around  him,  when  he  vio- 
lates the  eoDntitutioDofhiicoontry,andusurpsthe  control 
over  its  entire  revenue,  that  be  msy  sncocasfully  defend 


himself  by  deeUring  that  he  had  done  this  deed  without 
any  criminal  intention?  No,  sin  in  such  a  case,  above 
all  others,  the  criminal  intention  must  be  inferred  from 
the  unconstitutional  exercise  of  high  and  dingerous  pow- 
ers. The  safely  of  the  republic  demands  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statea  should  never  shield  himself  be* 
hind  such  flimsy  pretexts.  Tbia  resolution,  therefore, 
although  it  may  not  have  aaaumed  the  form  of  an  article 
of  impeaebraent,  possesses  dl  the  substance. 

It  was  my  fate  some  years  sgo  to  have  aasisted  as  a 
manager,  in  behalf  of  the  House  of  RepresentativeB,  in 
the  trial  of  an  impeachotent  before  this  body.  It  then 
became  my  duty  to  examine  sU  the  precedents  in  such 
cases  which  had  occurred  under  our  Governownt  since 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  conatitution.  On  that  occa- 
sion I  found  one  which  has  a  strong  bearing  upon  this 
qaeation.  I  refer  to  the  case  of  Judge  Pickering.  He 
waa  tried  and  condemned  by  the  Senate  upon  all  the 
four  articles  exhibited  sgalnst  him,  atthousb  the  three 
firtt  contained  no  other  chai  ge  than  that  of  making  de> 
cisions  contrary  to  law,  in  a  cause  involving  «  mere 
question  of  property,  and  then  revising  to  grant  the 
parly  injured  an  appeal  from  hia  deeiaion,  to  which  he 
was  entitled.  From  the  clear  violation  of  the  law,  in 
this  caae,  the  Senate  must  have  inferred  an  impure  and 
improper  motive. 

If  aoy  thing  further  were  wanting  to  prove  that  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  contained  a  criminal  and  im- 
peachable charge  against  the  President,  it  might  be  de- 
moiistriiied  from  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
transaction.  Whilst  thia  rcsoluilcm  was  in  progreM 
through  the  Senate,  tlie  Batifc  of  the  United  Statea  was 
employed  in  producing  panic  and  pressure  Ihroughcut 
the  land.  Much  actual  suffering  u-as  experienced  by 
tlie  people;  and  where  that  did  not  exist,  they  dreaded 
unknown  and  awful  calamities.  Confidence  between 
man  and  man  waa  at  an  end.  There  waa  a  fearful  pause 
in  the  buainess  of  the  country.  We  were  then  engaged 
in  the  moat  violent  party  conflict  recorded  in  our  annala. 
To  use  the  IsnRUsge  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  we 
were  in  the  midbt  <^f  a  revolution.  On  the  one  aide  it 
was  contended  that  the  power  over  the  purse  of  the  iia* 
tion  had  been  usurped  liy  the  Presidentf  that  in  his  own 
person  he  had  united  this  power  with  lliat  of  the  sword, 
and  that  the  liberties  of  the  people  were  gone,  unless  he 
could  be  arrested  in  his  mad  career.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  he  friends  of  the  President  mainiaiticd  that  the  removal 
of  the  depoaites  from  the  Bank  uf  tlie  United  Statea  was 
an  act  of  stern  justice  to  the  people;  that  It  waa  strictly 
legal  and  constiiulionatt  that  he  was  impelled  to  it  by  the 
highest  and  purtrst  principles  of  patriotismt  and  lhat  it 
was  the  only  meana  of  prostrating  an  institution  which 
threatened  the  destruction  of  our  dearest  rights  and  lib- 
erties. During  thia  terrific  conflict,  public  indignation 
was  aroused  to  sucli  a  degree,  that  the  President  re- 
ceived a  great  number  of  anonymoua  ktlen,  threaten- 
ing him  with  assaiainatlon,  unless  he  should  restore  the 
deposites. 

It  was  during  the  pendency  of  this  conflict  throughout 
the  country,  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  thought 
proper,  on  the  26ih  of  December,  1833,  to  present  his 
condemnatory  reanlulion  to  the  Senate.  And  here,  sir» 
permit  me  to  ssy,  that  I  do  not  believe  there  waa  any 
corrupt  connexion  between  any  Senator  upon  thia  floor 
and  toe  Dank  of  the  United  States.  But  it  was  at  ibis 
inauspicious  moment  that  the  resolution  was  introduced. 
How  was  it  supported  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky? 
H'e  told  us  that  a  revolution  had  already  commenced. 
He  told  us  tha  by  the  Sd  of  March,  1837.  if  the  progress 
of  innovation  aliould  continue,  there  would  be  scarcely  a 
vestige  remaining  of  the  Government  snd  policy, ,aa  they 
hadrxistedpriortotheSdof  March,  1839.  Hiatinaterm 
of  years,  •  little  more  than  that  which  waa  required  to 
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eHkblish  our  libertiet,  the  Govemmenl  would  be  tnni- 
formed  into  »n  eleetive  monarchy — the  wont  of  all  forms 
ofpnrernnwnt.  He  compared  the  measure  adopted  by 
General  Jaeknn  witt  the  condoct  of  tbe  usurping:  Cnar, 
who*  after  he  had  overrun  Italy  in  slity  days,  and  con- 
quered the  liberties  of  his  nstire  country,  terrified  the 
tribune  Metellus,  who  gusnled  the  Treasury  of  the 
Roman  people^  and  seized  it  by  open  force.  He  de- 
clared that  the  President  had  perpetrated  an  open,  pal- 
pable, and  daring  usurpation.  He  concluded  by  assert- 
llut  the  premonitory  aymptoms  of  despotism  were  upon 
ost  and  if  Congress  did  not  apply  an  instantaneous  snd  ef- 
fective remedy,  the  falsi  collapse  woiUd  soon  come  on, 
and  we  should  die— irnobly  die— base,  mean,  and  tbject 
slavet,  the  scum  ana  contempt  of  mankind,  unpitied, 
unwept,  and  unmourned.  What  a  spectacle  was  then 
presented  in  this  chamber!  We  are  told,  in  the  reports 
of  the  day,  that,  whrn  he  took  his  seat,  titere  waa  re- 

Eeatcd  and  loud  applause  in  the  galleries.  This,  it  will 
B  remembered,  was  the  tntroduetory  speech  of  the  Sen- 
ator. In  my  opinion,  it  was  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
eloquent  of  all  bis  able  and  eloquent  speeches.  He  was 
then  riding  upon  the  whirlwind  and  directing  the  storm. 
At  the  time  I  read  it,  for  I  was  not  then  in  the  Senate, 
it  reminded  me  of  ihe  able,  the  vindictive,  and  the  elo- 
quent appeal  of  Hr.  Burke  befbre  the  House  of  Lords, 
on  the  impeachment  of  Wtrren  Hastings,  in  which  he 
denounced  that  Governor  General  as  the  ravsgirand 
oppressor  of  India,  and  the  scourge  of  the  millions  who 
had  been  placed  under  his  authority. 

And  yet,  we  are  now  told  that  this  resolution  did  not 
intend  to  impute  any  criminal  motive  to  the  President; 
that  he  waa  a  good  old  man,  though  not  a  good  conititu* 
tional  lawyert  and  that  he  knew  better  bow  to  wkM  the 
sword  than  lo  construe  the  constitution. 

[Mr.  Cut  here  ruse  to  explain.  He  said,  '*  I  nerer 
have  sard,  and  never  will  say,  that  peraonalty  I  acquitted 
the  President  of  any  improper  intention.  I  lament  that 
I  cannot  say  it.  But  what  I  d'd  say  Was,  that  the  act  of 
the  Senate  of  1834  is  free  from  the  imputation  of  any 
criminal  motiTcs."] 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,]  this  avowal  is  in  character  with  the 
frank  and  manly  nature  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
It  is  no  more  than  what  I  expected  from  him.  The  im- 
putation of  any  imnroper  motive  to  the  President  has 
been  spin  and  again  disclsimed  by  other  Senators  upon 
this  floor.  Ttte  Senator  from  Kentucky  baa  now  boldly 
come  out  in  hii  true  colors,  and  avows  the  principles 
which  he  held  at  the  time.  He  acknowledges  that  be 
did  not  acquit  the  President  from  improper  intentioni, 
when  eliarging  him  with  a  violation  of  the  constitution  of 
bis  eounlry. 

This  trial  of  the  President  before  the  Senate  continued 
for  three  months.  During  this  whole  petiod,  instead  of 
the  evidence  which  a  judicial  tribunal  ought  to  receive, 
exciting  memorials,  signed  by  vast  numbers  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  well  calculated  to  inflame  the  passions  of  his 
judges,  were  poured  in  upon  the  Senate.  He  was  de- 
nounced upon  this  floor  by  every  odious  epithet  which 
beloni^  to  tyrants.  Finally,  the  obnoxious  resolution 
WH  adopted  by  the  vote  of  Uie  Senate,  on  the  38th  day 
of  March,  1834. 

After  the  exposition  which  I  have  made,  can  any  im- 
partial  mind  doubt  but  that  this  resolution  intended  to 
charge  againit  the  President  a  wilful  and  daring  violation 
of  the  conalitution  and  the  Uwsf   I  think  not. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  hss  argued,  with  his  usu- 
al power,  that  the  functions  of  the  Senate,  acting  in  a 
Icgtblative  capacity,  are  not  to  be  restricted,  becauae  it 
ia  poiMble  that  tlie  tame  qucatlont  in  another  fornn,  may 
come  before  us  judioially.  I  concur  in  the  tnith  and 
Jurtice  of  this  poiition.  We  must  perform  otir  Icgisla- 
Litre  duli»i  and  if,  in  tbe  investigitioQ  uf  Acts,  liaving 


legislation  distinctly  in  view,  we  shoaM  Incidentally  ha 
led  to  the  investigation  of  criminal  charge  it  is  a  neceB> 
sily  imposed  upon  us  by  oor  condition,  from  which  w* 
cannot  escape.  It  resnlta  from  the  varying  nature  of  onr 
duties,  and  not  fyon  oar  own  will.  I  admit  tint  k 
would  be  difficult  to  mark  the  precise  line  which  aepa- 
rates  our  legislative  from  our  judicial  functioiw.  I  diall 
not  attempt  it.  In  many  eases,  from  neceuity,  they  are 
in  some  degree  intermingled.  The  present  resolution, 
however,  stands  far  in  advance  of  this  line.  II  ia  placed 
in  bold  relief,  and  is  dear  ot  all  such  diffieultiei.  It  ii 
a  mere  naked  resolutim  of  censure.  It  refers  solely  to 
the  past  conduct  of  the  President,  and  condemns  it  in 
the  strongest  terms,  without  even  proposing  any  act  of 
Irgislstinn  by  which  tbe  evil  may  be  remedied  hereafter. 
It  was  judgment  upon  the  past  alonet  not  prevention  foe 
the  future.  Nay,  more:  the  resolution  is  so  vague  and 
general  in  its  terms,  that  it  is  imposaible  to  ascertain 
From  its  bee  the  cause  of  the  President's  condemnation. 
The  Senate  have  reiolved  that  the  Executive  ■<  haa  aa- 
sumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred 
by  the  cunsttlulion  snd  laws,  hut  in  dert^tion  of  both.** 
What  is  the  specification  under  this  charged  Why,  that 
he  has  acted  thus,  **in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in 
reUtion  to  Ihe  public  revenue."  What  executive  pro- 
ceeclings>  The  resolution  leavea  ua  entirely  in  thedark 
upon  this  subject.  How  could  any  legislaltop  sprinrfrott 
such  a  resolution  f  It  is  impasnble.  None  Mieh  waa 
ever  attempted. 

If  the  rcaohition  had  preserved  its  original  phraseole- 
^yt  if  it  had  condemned  tbe  President  fur  dismissing  one 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  because  he  would  not  remove 
Ihe  depositee,  and  for  appointing  his  successor  to  cITeet 
this  purpose,  the  Senator  might  then  have  contended 
that  the  evil  waa  distinctly  planted  out)  and,  alihuugh  no 
legtabtion  was  proposed,  the  remedy  might  be  amlted 
hereafter.  But  he  hat  deprived  himaelf  even  of  this 
feeble  argument.  He  has  left  ua  upon  an  ocean  of  un- 
certsinty,  without  ehart  or  compass.  *<  Ttte  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue"  is  a  phrase  of 
the  mofet  general  and  indefinite  character.  Every  Sena- 
tor who  voted  in  favor  of  this  resolution  may  have  acted 
upon  different  principles.  To  procure  iu  paassge,  noth- 
ing more  was  necessary  than  that  a  majority  ahould 
untie  in  the  conehinon  that  Ihe  Prewknt  had  viidaied 
tbe  constitution  and  the  laws  in  aome  one  or  other  of  bte 
numeroua  acts  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue.  TIte 
views  of  Senators  conttituting  the  majority  may  have 
varied  from  each  other  to  any  conceivable  exientt  and 
yet  they  may  have  united  in  the  final  vote.  That  tiria 
was  the  fact  to  a  coiudderabie  extent,  I  have  always  un^ 
derstood.  It  is  utterly  impossible  cither  that  such  •  pro- 
ceeding could  ever  liave  been  intended  lo  become  the 
basis  of  legialalion,  or  that  legislative  action  couM  have 
ever  sprung  from  such  a  source. 

I  flatter  myseir,  then,  I  have  succeeded  In  proving 
thai  this  resolution  ciiarged  the  President  with  a  high 
official  nviedemcaiwr,  wholly  disconnected  from  l^sb- 
lion,  which,  if  true,  ought  to  have  snhjeeted  him  to  im- 
peachment. 

This  brings  me  directly  to  the  quotion,  had  the  Sen- 
ate any  power,  under  the  constitution,  lo  adopt  auch  a 
resolution?  In  other  words,  can  the  Senate  condemn  a 
public  officer,  by  a  simple  resolution,  for  an  offence 
which  would  subject  him  to  an  impeachment?  To  state 
the  proposition,  is  to  answer  this  question  in  the  negative. 
Dreadful  would  be  the  conseqoei»eef,  if  we  possess  ami 
should  exercise  such  a  power. 

I'his  body  is  invested  with  high  and  responsible  pow< 
ers,  of  a  legiblative,  an  executive,  and  a  judicial  charac- 
ter. No  person  can  enter  it  until  he  haa  attained  a  ma- 
ture age.  Our  term  of  service  is  longer  than  that  of  any 
other  ckctire  functionarf .  If  Senatora  will  baTC  ft  so. 
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it »  the  iTMl  «riitoeratic  brmnch  of  our  GoTernment. 
For  what  purpose  did  ihe  rramrn  of  ibe  conrtitution 
confer  upon  it  these  varied  knd  important  powers,  snd 
this  long  tenure  of  ofBcef  The  arnver  la  plain.  Ii 
was  placfd  in  this  aeeure  and  elevated  position  ibat  it 
night  be  above  the  storms  of  Miction  which  so  of\en  in- 
flame the  passions  of  men.  It  never  was  intended  to  be 
an  arena  for  political  gladiators.  Dntil  (he  second  ses- 
sion of  the  third  Congress,  the  Srnale  always  sat  with 
closed  dnors,  except  in  ihe  single  instance  when  the  eli- 
gibility of  Mr.  Gallalin  to  a  seat  in  the  body  was  the  sub- 
jrct  under  discussion.  Of  ifais  particular  practice,  bow< 
ever,  I  cannot  approve.  I  merely  state  it  to  show  the 
intentinn  of  those  who  formed  the  constitution.  I  was 
informed  by  one  of  the  most  eminent  statesmen  and  Sen- 
ators which  this  country  has  ever  produced,  now  no 
more,  (the  late  Mr.  King,)  that  for  some  yrars  after  the 
Federal  Government  commenced  its  operation,  the  de- 
bstes  of  the  Senate  resembled  con versii  lions  rather  than 
speeches,  and  that  it  originated  but  few  legislative 
measures.  Senaton  were  then  ertties  rather  ihan  au- 
thors in  legislation.  Whether  iu  gain  in  eloquence, 
nnce  it  has  become  a  popular  assembly,  snd  since  the 
sound  of  thundering  appUuse  has  been  heard  in  our  gal- 
leries  at  the  denunciation  of  the  PreiidenS  has  been 
an  equivalent  fur  its  loss  in  true  dignity,  may  well  be 
doubted.  To  give  this  body  iU  just  influence  with  the 
pet^le,  it  ougttt  to  preserve  itself  as  free  as  possible 
from  angry  political  discussions.  In  the  performance  of 
our  executive  duties— in  the  ratification  of  treaties  and 
In  the  confirmation  of  nominations—the  constitution  has 
connected  tis  with  the  Executive.  The  efficient  and 
successful  administration  of  the  Government,  therefure, 
requires  that  we  should  move  on  together  in  as  much 
harmony  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  independent  ex- 
crciae  of  our  respective  functions; 

But,  above  all,  we  riiould  be  the  most  cautions  in 
guarding  our  judicial  character  from  anspieion.  We 
constitute  the  high  court  of  impeachment  of  this  nation, 
before  which  every  officer  of  the  Government  may  be 
trraigned.  To  this  tribunal  is  committed  the  character 
of  men,  whose  character  is  far  dearer  to  them  than  their 
tivet.  We  should  be  Ihe  rock,  standing  in  the  midst  of 
the  ocean,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  a  shelter  to  the 
hithrul  officer  from  unjust  persecution,  against  which 
the  billows  might  dash  themaelvei  in  vain.  Whilst  we 
are  a  terror  to  eviMoen,  we  should  be  a  praite  to  those 
who  do  well.  We  should  never  voluntarily  perform  any 
act  whidi  might  prejudice  our  judgment,  or  render  us 
suspected  as  a  judicial  tribunal.  More  especially,  when 
tlie  President  of  the  United  States  ii  arraigned  at  ihe  bar 
of  pubtic  opinion,  for  offences  which  mif^t  subject  him 
to  an  impeachment,  we  should  remain,  not  only  chaste, 
but  unsuspected.  Better,  infinitely  better,  would  it  be 
for  OS  not  to  matufeat  our  feeling,  even  in  a  esse  in  which 
we  were  morally  certain  the  House  of  Kepreaentatlvei 
would  not  prefer  before  us  articles  of  impeachment, 
than  to  reach  the  object  of  our  disapprobation  by  a  usur- 
pation of  tlieir  rights,  it  is  true  that,  when  the  Senate 
passed  the  resolution  condemning  the  President,  a  ma- 
jorityin  the  House  were  of  a  different  opinion.  But  Ihe 
oext  elections  might  have  changed  thai  msjority  into  a 
minority.  The  House  might  then  have  voted  articles  of 
impeachment  igainBt  the  Preudent.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, 1  pray  you  to  eoniider  in  what  a  condition 
the  Senate  would  have  been  placed.  They  had  already 
prejudged  the  case.  They  h^  already  convicted  the 
President,  and  denounced  him  to  the  world  as  a  violator 
of  the  constitution.  In  criminal  prosecutions,  even 
against  the  greateat  malefactor,  ifa  juror  has  prejudged 
the  cause,  he  cannot  enter  Ihe  jury-box.  The  Senate  had 
rendered  iitelf  wholly  incompetent,  in  this  ease,  to  per* 
form  ita  highest  judicial  function!.  The  trial  of  the 
Vol.  ZUI.— 39 


I  President,  had  articles  of  impeachment  been  preferred 
against  him,  would  have  been  but  a  olemn  mockery  of 
justice* 

The  constitution  of  the  Untied  Slatealtas  carefully  pro- 
vided against  such  an  enormous  evil,  by  declaring  that 
*'  the  IloiiM  of  Rtfpresentatirea  shall  bav^  the  sole  poW* 
er  of  impeacbment,"  and  "  the  Senate  shall  have  (he 
sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments."  Until  the  accused 
is  brought  before  us  by  the  House,  it  is  a  manifest  vio- 
lation of  our  solemn  duty  to  condemn  him  by  a  resolu- 
tion. 

Ifa  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  without  any  indi^< 
ment  having  been  found  by  a  grand  jury,  without  having 
given  the  defendant  notice  to  appear,  without  having 
afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  cross-examining  the  wit- 
nesses against  him,  and  making  his  defence,  should  re- 
solve that  he  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime,  and  place  this 
conviction  upon  their  records,  all  mankind  would  ex- 
claim against  the  injustice  and  unconitilutionality  of  the 
act.  Wherein  consists  the  difference  between  this  case  and 
the  eondemnationof the  President?  In  nothing,  except  that 
such  a  conviction  by  the  Senate,  on  account  of  its  exalted 
eharaeler,  would  fall  with  tenfold  force  upon  ita  object. 
I  have  often  been  aston'slied,  notwithstanding  the  extend- 
ed and  well-deserved  popularity  of  General  Jackson, 
that  the  moral  influence  of  this  condemnation  by  the 
Senate  had  not  crushed  him.  With  what  trenwndoua 
efTret  might  this  assumed  power  of  the  Senate  be  used 
to  blast  the  reputation  ^ any  man  who  might  fall  under 
its  dtapteaiure.  The  precedent  is  extremely  daiwerous, 
and  the  American  people  have  wisely  determined  to  blot 
it  out  forever. 

It  is  painful  to  reflect  what  might  hsve  been  the  con- 
dition of  the  country^  if,  at  (he  inauspicious  moment  of 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  against  the  President,  its 
interests  snd  its  honor  had  rendered  it  necessary  to  en- 
gage in  a  r»reign  war.  The  fearful  conseijuences  of 
such  a  condition,  at  such  a  moment,  must  strike  every 
mind.  Would  the  Senate  then  hsve  confided  to  the 
President  the  necessary  power  to  defend  the  country  F 
Where  cotild  the  sinews  of  wsr  hsve  been  found?  In 
whst  condition  was  this  body  at  that  moment  to  act  upon 
an  important  treaty  negotiated  by  thePrendent,orapon 
any  of  his  nominations*  But  I  forbear  to  enhii:Ke  upon 
this  tc^tc. 

I  have  now  arrived  at  the  last  pofait  in  this  diseusakm. 
Do  the  Senate  posaem  the  power,  under  the  constitution, 
of  expunging  (he  resolution  of  March,  1834,  from  their 
journals,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri'  [Mr.  Bsxtox.]  I  chlerfully  admit  that  we 
must  show  that  this  is  not  contrary  to  the  constituttoni 
for  we  can  never  redreu  one  violation  of  that  instrument 
by  committing  another.  Before  I  proceed  to  this  branch 
of  the  subject,  I  shall  put  myself  right  by  a  brief  histori- 
cal reminiscence.  1  entered  the  Senate  in  December, 
1834,  fresh  from  the  ranks  of  the  people,  without  the 
slightest  feeling  of  hostility  sgainat  any  Senator  on  this 
floor.  I  then  thought  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  was  too  severe  in  proposing  to  expunge. 
Although  I  was  anxious  to  record,  in  strong  ternu,  my 
entire  disapprobation  of  the  resolution  uf  March,  1834, 
yet  I  was  willing  to  aeeomplisb  this  object  without  ddn|[  ■ 
more  violence  to  Ihe  feelings  of  my  assoeiatea  on  ttlis' 
flour  than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  justtly  the  Presi- 
dent. Actuated  by  these  friendly  motives,  1  exerted  alt 
my  little  influence  with  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  to  in- 
duce hih)  to  abandon  the  word  expunge^  and  aubstitut* 
some  others  in  its  place.  I  knew  that  this  word  was  ex- 
ceedingly obnoxious  to  the  Senators  who  had  voted  for 
the  former  resolution.  Other  friends  of  his  also  exert- 
ed their  influencet  and  at  length  bis  kindly  feeling  pre- 
vailed, and  he  conKnted  to  abandon  thst  word,  slthough 
it  WBS  peculiarly  dear  .to  bim.  I  tpesk  from  my  own 
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knowledge.    "  Ail  which  1  nw,  and  part  of  which  I 

WW." 

The  resohition  of  ihe  Senatnr  frnm  Missouri  csme 
before  the  Senate  on  the  Sd  of  March,  1835.  Under  it 
the  res'iliitlon  of  March,  1834,  waa  **  ordered  to  be  ex- 

Jmnged  from  the  journal,"  fur  reaiona  appeann^  on  ila 
acr,  which  I  need  not  enumerate.  The  Senator  from 
Tennetaee  [Mr.  Whitb]  moTcd  to  amend  the  retulutinn 
of  the  Senator  from  Miasuuri,  by  BirikinK  out  the  order 
to  expunf^e,  with  the  reasons  for  it,  and  inserting  in  their 
itead  the  words  "  rescinded,  reversed,  repealed,  and 
declared  to  be*null  and  void.'*  Sutne  difference  of 
opinion  then  arose  among  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion as  to  the  words  which  should  be  substituted  in  place 
of  the  order  to  expunge.  For  the  purpose  of  leaving 
thia  question  perfectly  open*  you,  sir,  (Mr.  Kiro,  of 
Alabamii  wa>  In  the  chair,)  then  moved  to  amend  the 
original  motion  of  Hr.  Bentov,  by  itrikiiig  out  Ihe 
words  "ordered  to  be  expunged  from  the  journal  of  the 
Senate."  This  motion  prevailed,  on  the  ayes  and  noes, 
by  a  vote  S9  to  7;  and  among^st  the  ayes  the  name  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  is  recorded.  The  resolution  was 
thui  left  a  blank,  in  ita  most  essential  feature,  ready  to 
be  fltled  up  as  the  Senate  might  direct.  The  em  of 
good  Feeling  in  re^rd  to  this  subject  had  commenced. 
It  was  nipped  in  ihe  bud,  however,  by  the  Senator  from 
Hassachuseit",  [Mr.  WsasTKn.]  Whilkt  the  resolution 
was  still  in  blank,  he  rose  in  his  place,  and  proclaimed 
the  triumph  of  the  constitution  by  the  vote  to  strike  out 
the  word  expunge,  and  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolu> 
tion  on  the  (able,  declaring  that  he  would  neither  with> 
draw  his  motion  for  friend  nor  foe.  This  motion  pre* 
eluded  all  amendment  and  all  debate.    It  prevailed  by  a 

J arty  volet  knd  thuf  we  were  left  with  our  resolution  a 
lank.  Sucb  was  the  msnner  in  which  Uie  Senators  in 
Oppotition  received  our  advancea  of  courieay  and  kind- 
aeii,  in  the  moment  of  their  strength  and  niir  weakitei^t. 
Had  the  Senator  from  Hassachuietls  suffered  ua  to  pro- 
ceed but  for  five  minutes,  we  dioukl  have  filled  up  the 
blank  in  the  resolution.  It  would  then  have  assumed  a 
distinct  form,  and  they  would  never  afterwards  have 
beard  of  the  word  expunge.  We  should  have  been  eoii' 
tent  with  the  words  *■  rescinded,  revened,  repealed,  and 
declared  to  he  null  and  void.'*  But  the  conduct  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  on  that  occaaion,  and  that  of 
the  party  with  which  he  acted,  roused  the  indignation  of 
every  friend  of  the  administration  on  this  floor.  We 
tben  determined  that  Ibc  word  expunge  should  never 
■gain  be  aurrendered. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  haa  introduced  a  prcce> 
dent  from  the  procecdinga  of  the  House  of  Representa* 
tlret  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  we 
have  no  right  to  adopt  this  reiuluiion.  To  tliis  I  can 
have  no  possible  objection.  Out  I  can  tell  the  Senator, 
if  I  were  convinced  that  1  had  voted  wrong  when  compara- 
tively a  boy,  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  the  fear  of 
being  termed  inconaistent  would  nut  now  deter  roe  from 
voting  rittht  upon  the  tame  question.  I  do  not,  however, 
repeat  of  ny  vute  upon  that  uecasldn.  I  would  now 
vote  in  the  same  manner,  under  similar  circumstances. 
]  ■ItouM  not  vote  to  expunge,  under  any  circumiiance^ 
any  proceeding  from  the  journals,  by  obliterating  the  rec- 
ord. If  1  do  not  prove,  before  I  take  toy  seat,  that  the 
ease  io  the  Les  islature  of  Penn»iylvania  was  essentially 
different  from  uiat  now  before  the  Senate,  1  bhall  agree 
to  be  proclaimed  iitconaistent  and  time-serving. 

It  wu  my  settled  conviction,  at  the  eOrnmeneemeiit  of 
the  last  session  of  Congrcsi,  that  the  Senate  had  no  poW. 
er  to  obliterate  iheir  journal.  This  was  shaken,  but  not 
removed,  by  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Louisi- 
ana, [Mr.  PoaTSR,]  who  confessedly  made  the  ablest 
speech  on  the  other  side  uf  the  question.  The  constitu- 
tion dcoUres  that  "each  Ilotiae  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its 


proceedings,  and  from  time  to  lime  publish  the  aame, 
exceplinic  such  parta  as  tray  in  their  judgment  require 
secrecy."  What  waa  the  position  which  that  Senator 
then  attempted  to  maintain?  In  order  to  prove  that  we 
had  no  power  to  obliterate  or  destroy  our  journals,  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  contend  that  the  word  "  keep,"u 
used  in  the  constitution,  means  both  to  record  and  to  pre* 
serve.  This  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  mere  begging  of 
the  question. 

I  ahsll  attempt  no  definition  of  the  word  "  keep."  At 
least  since  the  days  of  Plato,  we  know  that  definitions 
have  been  dangeioua.  Tet  I  think  thst  the  meaning  of 
this  word,  as  applied  to  Ihe  subject-matter,  is  so  plain, 
that  he  who  riins  may  read.  If  I  direct  my  agent  to 
keep  a  journal  of  his  proceedings,  and  publish  the  same, 
my  palpable  meaning  i?,  that  he  shall  write  iheae  pro- 
ceedings down  from  day  to  day,  and  publish  what  he  has 
written,  fur  general  Information.  After  he  has  obeyed 
my  commsnda,  after  he  has  kept  his  journal  and  publish- 
ed it  to  the  world,  he  hu  executed  the  essential  part  of 
the  trust  confided  to  him.  What  may  become  of  this 
original  maijuscript  journal  afterwarde,  iaa  matter  of  toljil 
indifference.  So  in  regard  to  the  manuscript  journals 
of  either  House  of  Congressi  sfter  more  than  a  thousand 
copies  have  been  printed  and  published,  and  diaiributed 
over  the  Union,  it  is  matter  of  not  the  least  importance 
what  disposition  may  be  made  of  them.  Tbey  have  an- 
swered thtir  purpose,  and,  in  any  practical  view,  become 
useless.  If  they  were  burnt,  or  otherwise  destroyed,  it 
would  not  be  an  event  of  the  slighieat  public  conse- 
quence. Such  indiffVrence  has  preva-led  upon  this  aub- 
ject,  that  these  journals  have  been  considered,  in  the 
House  of  Representative^  as  so  much  waste  paper,  and, 
during  a  period  of  thirty-four  years  sfter  the  orgaol* 
zationofthe  Government  they  were  actually  destroyed. 
(Vide  the  Appendix.)  From  this  circumstance,  no 
public  or  private  inconvenience  has  been  or  ever  can 
be  snstainedf  because  our  printed  journals  are  received 
in  evidence  in  all  courts  of  justice,  in  the  same  roanoer  aa 
if  (be  originals  were  produced. 

The  Senator  from  Louisiana  has  discovered  that  ta 
••keep"  means  both  "to  record"  and  « to  preserve." 
But  can  you  give  thi^  or  any  other  word  Id  the  English 
language,  two  distinct  and  independent  meanings  at  the 
aame  time,  as  applied  to  the  same  subject?   I  thii<k  not. 
From  Ihe  imperfection  of  human  language,  from  the  im- 
possibility  of  having  appropriate  words  to  express  every 
idea,  Ihe  aame  word,  as  applied  to  d'fiereitt  subjects, 
has  a  variety  of  significations.    As  applied  to  atty  one 
Bubject,  it  cannot,  at  the  aame  time,  convey  two  distinct 
meanings.    In  the  conititution  it  muat  mean  either  **  to 
writedown,"  or  '* to  preserve."   It  ciinnoi  have  both 
significations.    Let  Senators,  then,  take  their  choice. 
H  it  signifies  "to  write down,"as  it  unquestionably  does, 
what  becnnies  of  the  constitutional  injunction  to  pre* 
seive'   The  truth  is,  that  the  constitution  has  not  pro- 
vided what  shall  be  done  with  the  manuscript  Journal, 
after  it  has  served  Uie  purposes  for  which  it  waa  emllcd 
into  existence.    When  it  has  been  published  to  the  peo> 
pie  of  the  United  States,  fur  whose  use  it  was  ordered 
to  be  kept,  sfter  it  has  thus  been  perpetuated,  and  (hey 
have  been  furaiahed  with  the  means  of  judging  of  the 
public  conduct  of  their  public  servants.  It  ceases  to  be 
an  object  of  the  least  importance.     Whether  it  be 
thrown  into  the  garret  of  the  Capitol,  with  other  useless 
lumber,  or  be  dealroyed,  is  a  matter  of  no  public  inter- 
est.   It  haa  probably  never  once  been  refSerred  to  in  the 
history  oFour  Government.    If  it  should  ever  be  deter- 
mined to  be  a  vioUtion  of  the  constitution  to  obliterate 
or  destroy  this  manuscript  journal,  it  must  be  upon  dif- 
ferent principles  from  those  which  have  been  urged 
in  this  debate.    My  own  impression  is,  that,  as  the 
franwrs  of  tiie  eonsiilutioti  bave  directed  ua  to  keep  a 
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jourtik',  ft  eonstruetive  dutf  may  be  implied  from  thU 
eoamwnd,  vhteh  would  Ftn-bid  ut  to  oblitertte  or  dectroj 
H.  Under  tbb  impreMion,  I  ihoold  role,  u  I  did  twen- 
tj  jcm  ago,  in  the  Leipaktare  of  Penraylnnis,  iff^iiMt 
any  proposition  actuftlly  to  expunge  any  part  of  the  jour- 
mI.  But,  waiving  ibia  unprofitable  diaciurion,  let  ui 
proceed  to  the  real  point  in  controversy. 

I«  any  aueb  proceeding  at  that  of  setuaHjr  ezptiiif  ing 
the  journal  proposed  by  the  retalution  of  the  Senator 
from  Missnurif  I  answer,  no  siich  thing.  If  the  cunsii* 
lution  had,  in  expresi  term.«,  directed  ua  to  record  and 
to  preserve  a  journal  of  our  proceedings,  there  itnothing 
■n  the  resolution  now  before  us,  which  would  be  incon' 
aistent  wiih  such  a  provision. 

Is  the  drawing  of  a  black  line  around  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  March,  1834,  to  obliterate  or  to  deface  it' 
On  the  oitDlniry,  is  it  not  to  render  it  more  eonapiruou^- 
Co  place  it  in  bold  relief— to  give  it  a  promint-nce  in  the 
public  view  beyond  any  oiher  proceeding  of  this  body  in 
past,  and,  I  trust,  in  all  Tutura  time?  If  the  argnment  of 
Senators  were,  not  that  we  have  no  power  to  ubiiterale, 
but  that  the  Senate  possessed  no  power  to  render  one 
portion  trf"  the  journal  more  conapicuoui  than  another,  it 
would  have  had  much  greater  fnrce.  Why,  sir.  by 
means  of  tbia  very  proceedinff,  that  portion  of  our  jour- 
nal upon  which  it  operates  will  be  rescued  from  a  slum- 
ber which  would  otherwise  have  been  etenul,  and  fac 
similes  of  the  original  resolution,  without  a  word  or  a  let. 
tcr  defaced,  will  be  circulated  over  the  whole  Union. 

But,  air,  this  resolution  aho  directs  that  across  the 
face  of  the  condemnatory  resolution  there  shall  be  writ- 
ten by  the  Secretary,  *'  Kxpunged  by  order  of  the  Sen- 
ate, thia  day  uT         ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

IBJr." 

Will  this  obliterate  any  part  of  the  original  resolution^ 
If  it  does,  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  will  be  performed 
in  a  very  bungling  manner.  No  such  thing  is  intend- 
ed- It  would  be  easy  to  remove  every  scruple  from 
every  mind  upon  thia  subject,  by  amending  the  resulu. 
tion  of  the  Scnrtor  from  Missi'uri,  so  a^  t>i  direct  the 
Secretary  to  perform  his  duty  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to 
obliterate  any  part  of  the  condemnstory  resolution. 
Such  a  direction,  taowerer,  appears  to  me  to  be  wlinlty 
unnecessary.  The  nature  of  the  whole  proceeding  is 
very  plain.  We  now  adopt  a  resolution  expressing  our 
atrong  reprobation  of  the  original  resolutioni  and  for 
this  purpose  we  use  the  word  *' expiingeiJ,"  as  the 
strongeat  term  which  we  c»n  apply.  We  then  direct 
our  Secretary  to  draw  black  lines  around  it,  and  place 
auch  a  reference  to  our  proceedings  of  this  day  upon  its 
bee,  that  in  all  time  to  come,  whoever  may  inapeet  this 
p-iriion  of  our  jnurnal,  will  be  pointed  at  once  to  the 
record  of  its  condemnntion.  What  lawyer  has  not  ob- 
served upon  the  margin  of  the  judgment  docket,  if  the 
original  judgment  lias  been  removed  to  a  superior  court, 
and  ihere  reversed,  a  minute  of  audi  reversal  F  In  our 
editions  of  the  atalutes,  have  we  not  all  noted  the  repeal 
of  any  of  ihem  which  may  have  taken  place  at  a  subse- 
quent period?  Who  ever  heard,  in  the  one  case  or  in 
the  other,  that  this  was  obliterating  or  deslroytng  tlie 
record  or  the  book?  So,  In  this  case,  we  m»ke  a  mere 
reference  to  our  future  proceeding  upon  the  face  of  the 
resolution,  instead  of  (lie  margin.  Suppose  we  sliould 
only  repeal  the  obnoxious  resolution,  and  direct  such  a 
reference  to  be  made  upon  its  facei  would  any  Senator 
contend  that  this  woukl  be  an  obliteration  of  the  journal? 

But  it  baa  been  contended  that  the  word  expimge  is 
not  the  appropriate  wordi  and  we  hare  wrested  it  irom 
its  true  signification,  in  applying  it  to  the  present  case. 
Even  if  this  allegation  were  correC,  the  answer  would 
be  at  hand.  You  might  tlTen  convict  uf  of  bad  taste,  but 
n'lt  of  a  violation  nf  thecon<<titution.  On  the  face  of  the 
resolution  we  have  sUted  distinctly  what  we  mean.  We 


have  directed  the  Secretary  in  what  manner  he  shall 
understand  it,  and  we  have  excluded  the  idea  that  it  Is 
our  intention  to  obliterate  or  to  destroy  the  journal. 

But  I  shsll  contend  that  the  word  expunge  is  the 
appropriate  word,  and  that  there  is  not  anutber  in  the 
English  hnguage  so  precisely  adapted  to  convey  our 
mf  aning.  I  shsll  show  from  the  highest  literary  and 
parliamentary  authorities,  that  this  word  has  acquired  a 
signification  entirely  distinct  from  that  of  actual  oblitera* 
tion.  Let  me  proceed  immediately  (o  this  task.  After 
citing  my  suthorities,  I  shall  proceed  with  the  argument. 
First,  then,  for  those  of  a  literary  character.  f  read 
from  Grabbed  Synonymes,  page  140;  and  every  Senator 
will  admit  that  this  is  a  work  of  eatablished  reputation* 
In  spr-ak<ng  'tf  the  use  of  the  word  ''expunge,**  the  au* 
thor  saysi  "  When  the  contents  of  a  book  sre  in  part  re- 
jected, they  are  aptly  deacribed  as  being  expunged)  in 
this  manner  the  free-ihinking  sects  expun<e  every  ibinf 
from  the  Bible  which  dues  not  suit  their  purpose,  or 
they  expunge  from  their  creed  what  does  not  humor 
their  pi»inns."  The  idea  that  an  actual  obliteration  was 
intended  in  these  cases  would  be  manifestly  absurd.  In 
the  same  page  there  is  a  quotation  from  Mr.  Burke,  to  il* 
Iiiitrate  the  meaning  of  this  word.  "I  believe,*' stya 
he,  <*  that  any  person  who  was  of  age  to  lake  a  part  la 
public  concerns  forty  yeara  ago  (if  the  intermediate 
space  were  expungfd  from  his  memory)  could  hardly 
credit  his  senses  when  he  should  hear  that  an  army  of 
two  hundred  thousand  men  was  kept  up  in  this  island.** 
1  shall  now  cite  Mr.  Jtrfferson  as  a  literary  authority.  H« 
has  often  been  referred  to  on  this  floor  as  a  standard  ia 
politics.  For  thia  high  sutliorily,  I  am  indebted  to  mjr 
friend  from  LnuiMM,  [Mr.  Nicholas.]  In  the  original 
draught  of  the  deelaralion  of  indepemtence  he  uses  tha 
word  "  expunge"  in  following  n  annerj  "  Such  has  been 
the  patient  sufferance  of  "heae  coUmien  and  such  is  now 
the  necessity  which  constrains  ihem  to  expunge  their 
/iirmer  systems  of  government."  Although  the  word 
alter"  was  afterwards  substitu'ed  fur  expunge,  I  pre- 
sume upon  the  gi  ound  that  th'-s  was  too  strong  a  term, 
yet  the  change  does  not  detract  from  the  literary  author- 
ity of  the  precedent.— /r^eram's  Cvrrapondence,  &c  l«f 
m/.  pagt  17. 

I  presume  that  I  have  shown  that  the  word  "  ex- 
punge" has  acqutrc'I  a  distinct  metaphorical  meaning  in 
our  literature,  which  cxctuJea  the  idea  of  actual  obliter- 
ation. If  I  should  proceed  one  atep  further,  and  prove 
that,  in  lepslative  p^oceed^^g^  it  has  acquired  the  very 
same  signification,  I  shall  then  have  fully  es  ablished  my 
position.  For  this  purpose  I  cite,  Brat,  "the  Secret 
proceedings  and  Debates  of  the  Federal  Convention.** 
In  page  118  we  find  the  fiillowing  entries:  *'  On  motion 
to  expunge  the  clause  of  the  qnalificatinn  as  to  age,  it 
was  carried — ten  Slates  against  one."  Again;  "  On  the 
cUuse  resptcttng  the  inehisibility  to  any  other  offire,  it 
was  muted  that  the  worda  '  hy  any  particular  Stated 
be  expunged— four  Siatra  for,  five  i>gain»t,  and  two 
divided."  So,  page  119:  "The  last  blank  was  filled  up 
with  one  year,  and  carried— eight  ajea,  two  ooc%  one 
divided." 

*'  Mr.  Pincknev  moved  to  expunge  the  clause- 
agreed  to,  nem.  eon."  Again:  "  Mr.  Butler  moved  to  ex- 
punpe  the  clause  of  the  stipends— loslj  seven  against, 
three  far,  one  divided."  Again,  in  page  157:  "  Mr. 
Pinckney  moved  that  that  part  of  the  ehiuse  which  di»> 
qualifies  a  person  from  holding  an  office  in  the  Slate  be 
expunged,  because  Ihe  flr»t  and  best  characters  In  a 
State  may  thereby  be  deprived  of  a  seat  in  the  nationd 
council."  ,  r  M 

"  Question  put  to  strike  nut  the  words  moved  fur,  and 
carried— eight  ayes,  three  noes." 

Uwill  thus  be  perceived  that  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  very  conventiun. which  formed  the  cvnstitutioD  ua 
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der  wh'ch  we  ipe  now  governed^  the  word  "  fxpunge" 
V*>  often  uwd  in  itt  figurative  lenie.  It  will  cerUinly 
not  be  RMcrted*  or  even  intimated,  by  any  Senktor  here, 
tbxt  when  these  moliont  to  expunge  prevaile<I,  the  wordi 
of  the  ariginel  draught  of  the  constitution  were  actually 
eblilertted  or  deraCM.  The  meaning  is  palpable.  These 
proT'wiont  were  merely  rejecledi  not  actually  blotted  out. 

But  I  ahall  now  produce  a  precedent  precisely  in  point. 
It  presents  itself  in  tlie  proceedings  of  the  Senate  of 
MauachusetiB,  snd  refers  to  the  famous  resolution  of  that 
body  adopted  on  the  15th  day  of  June,  1813,  in  relation 
Id  the  capture  of  the  British  vesstl  Peacock)  denouncing 
Ibe  lata  war*  knd  declaring  that  it  was  not  becoming 
In  •  moral  and  religious  people  to  express  any  appro- 
bation *iX  military  or  naval  exploits  wnich  were  not  im- 
nediately  eonneeied  with  the  defence  of  our  tcacoast. 
gome  ten  years  afterwards,  a  succeed'tn^  Senate  of  Mas* 
Mchusetts  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

"Jtttohtd,  That  the  aforesaid  resolve  of  the  ftfteenth 
4»y  of  June,  A.  D.  1813,  and  (he  preamble  (hereof,  be,  ; 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  expunged  from  the  journals  of 
the  Senate." 

It  is  Be)f<«vident  thi^  in  thlt  ease,  not  the  least  inten- 
tion c»Bted  of  defacing  the  old  manuiertpt  journal. 
The  word  "expunge"  was  used  in  its  ftgurative  aignifi- 
nation,  just  as  it  is  m  the  case  before  un,  to  express  the 
strongest  reprobation  of  the  former  proceeding.  That 
proceeding  wu  to  be  expunged  solely  by  force  of  the 
mbaequnit  rcaclution,  and  not  by  any  actual  abliteralicn. 
There  nerer  vaa  any  actual  obliteration  of  the  journal. 

Judging,  then,  from  the  highest  English  aulhuriltcs 
from  the  works  of  celthrited  authors  and  statesmen,  and 
from  the  proceedings  of  legislntive  bodies,  is  it  not  evi- 
dent lliit  the  word  "expunge"  hsaacqutred  a  dtniiict 
meaning,  altogetherifnconsistent  wiib  any  actual  oblitera- 
tion? 

AH  that  we  have  beard  about  defacing  and  d»tio>iiig 
Ihn  Journal  are  mere  phantoms  which  have  been  c-njnr- 
cd  up  to  terrify  the  timid.  We  intend  no  such  ihmg. 
We  only  mean,  most  strongly,  to  express  our  conviction 
that  the  condemnatory  resolution  ought  never  to  have 
found  a  place  on  the  journal.  If  more  authorities  were 
wanted,  I  might  refer  to  the  Legislature  of  VirKinia. 
The  present  expunging  resolutiun  is  in  exact  conformity 
with  their  Instructions  to  their  Srnatura.  As  a  matter  of 
taste,  I  cannot  say  that  I  much  admire  their  plan,  though 
I  entertain  no  doubt  that  it  is  perfectly  constitutional. 
Ttiat  State  is  highly  literaryi  and  I  think  I  have  cMablnh* 
ed  that  their  Legislature,  when  they  used  ilie  word  **ex> 
punge,"  without  intending  thereby  to  effect  an  actual  ob< 
liieraiion  of  (he  journal,  justly  appreciated  the  meanii'g 
of  the  language  which  they  employed. 

The  word  "vxpunge**  is,  in  my  opinion,  llie  only  one 
«  hicb  we  could  have  used,  clearly  and  forcibly  to  accom. 
pliih  our  purpose.  Even  if  it  hail  not  been  samtioncd 
Sty  practice  aa  a  parliamentary  word,  we  ought  ourselves 
to  have  first  established  the  precedent.  It  suits  the  case 
precisely.  If  you  rescind,  reverse,  or  repeal,  a  resolu- 
lion,  you  thereby  admit  that  it  once  had  some  constitu- 
tional or  legal  authority,  if  you  declare  it  to  have  been 
null  andVtoid  from  the  beginning,  this  is  but  the  expres- 
sion of  ybur  own  opinion  thst  such  was  the  fact.  This 
word  *'expung«*'actsuponthe resolution  itself.  It  at  once 
goes  to  it*  origin,  and  destroys  its  legal  existence,  as  if  it 
had  never  been.  It  does  not  merely  kill,  but  it  anni- 
hilstcs. 

Parliamentary  practice  has  changed  the  meaning  of 
aeveral  other  words  from  their  primitive  signification,  in 
a  similar  manner  with  that  of  ihe  word  ■•••xpunge."  The 
origmal  Mgnilicalioo  of  the  word  "re>cind"  is  '*(ocut  off." 
Usage  has  made  it  mean,  in  reference  to  a  bw  or  reso- 
lution, to  abrt^tc  or  repeal  it.  We  every  day  hear  mo* 
tiODS  "to  strikeout."  What  it  the  literal  meaning  of  this 


expresuon?  The  question  may  be  best  answered  by 
aatcing  another.  If  I  were  to  request  ^ou  to  strike  out  a 
line  from  your  letter,  and  you  were  willing  to  comply  witb 
my  request,  what  would  be  your  conduct^  You  would 
run  your  pen  throughit  immediately.  You  would  liter- 
ally strike  it  out.  Yet,  what  use  do  we  mske  of  thia 
plirase  every  dsy  in  our  legislative  proceedingtf  If  I 
make  a  motion  to  strike  out  a  section  from  a  bill,  and  it 
prevails,  the  Secretary  encloses  the  printed  copy  of  it  in 
black  lines,  and  makes  a  note  on  the  msrgin  that  it  baa 
been  stricken  out.  Tlie  original  he  never  touches.  Why, 
then,  should  not  (be  word  "expun^,"  without  oblitera- 
ting Ihe  proceeding  to  which  it  is  dvccted,  signify  to 
destroy,  as  if  it  never  had  existed? 

After  all  that  has  been  said,  I  think  I  need  scarcely 
again  recur  to  the  Pennsylvania  precedent.  It  is  erideat, 
from  the  whole  of  that  proceeding,  that  an  actual  ex- 
punging of  the  journal  was  intended,  if  it  bad  not  already 
been  executed.  1  have  nn  recollection  whatever  of  tba 
circumstances,  but  1  am  under  a  perfect  conviction,  from 
the  face  of  the  journal,  that  such  was  the  nature  of  (1m 
case.  I  ^oold  vote  now  as  I  did  then,  after  a  period  of 
more  than  twenty  years.  Dntb  my  vote,  and  the  motion 
which  I  subsequently  made  upon  that  occauon,  evidently 
proceeded  upon  thia  principle.  The  question  arose  in 
this  manner,  as  It  appears  from  the  journsli  On  the  10th 
of  February,  1816,  "The  Speaker  informed  the  House 
that  a  eonatiiutional  queiiiiun  being  involved  in  a  decision 
by  him  yesterday,  on  a  motion  to  expunge  certain  pro- 
ceedings fr<im  the  Journal,  he  was  desirous  of  having  the 
opinion  of  ibe  House  on  that  decision."  vixi  **that  a 
majority  can  expunge  from  the  journal  proceedings  in 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  not  been  called."  Now,  as 
no  (race  whatever  appears  upon  the  journal  of  (he  pre- 
ceding day  of  the  motion  to  which  the  Speaker  refers,  it 
is  highly  probable,  nay,  it  is  almost  certsin,  that  (he 
proceedings  ha'l  been  actually  expunged  before  he  asked 
the  Mdvice  of  the  House. 

No  man  feels  with  more  seoubilily  the  neeeswty  whi<^ 
compels  him  to  perform  an  unkind  act  towards  bil 
brother  Senators  than  myselfi  but  vc  have  now  arrived 
at  that  point  when  imperious  duty  demands  that  we 
sliould  either  adopt  this  expunging  resolution  or  abandon 
it  forever.  Already  much  precious  time  has  been  em- 
ployed in  its  diacusbion.  The  moment  has  arrived  when 
we  must  act.  Senators  in  the  opposition  console  them- 
selves with  the  belief  that  posterity  will  do  them  justice, 
should  it'be  denied  to  them  by  the  present  generation. 
They  plsce  their  own  names  in  the  one  scale,  and  fiuia 
in  the  other,  and  flatter  themaelvea  with  the  hope  that, 
before  that  tribunal  at  least,  their  weight  will  prepon- 
derate. Fur  my  own  pari,  I  am  willing  to  abide  the 
issue.  I  am  willing  to  be  judged  for  the  vote  which  I 
sliall  give  to-day,  not  only  by  the  present,  but  by  future 
generationa,  should  my  obscure  name  ever  be  mentioned 
in  aftcMimcs.  After  the  paasiom  and  prejudieea  of  the 
present  moment  riiall  have  subsided,  and  the  impartial 
historian  riisll  record  (he  proceeding  of  this  dsy,  he  will 
aay  tlwt  (be  distinguished  men  who  pas-ed  the  resoluiion 
condemning  the  President  were  urged  on  to  the  act  by 
a  desire  to  occupy  the  high  places  in  the  Governmenti 
that  an  ambition,  noble  in  itself,  but  not  wisely  regu- 
lated, had  obscured  their  judgment,  and  impelled  them 
to  the  adoption  of  a  measure  uniust,  illegal,  and  uncon- 
stitutional} that,  in  order  to  vindicate  both  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  President,  we  were  JustiBed  in  passing  thia 
expunging  resoluticm,  and  thus  stsmping  the  former 
proceeding  with  our  strongest  disapprobation. 

I  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  thin  promises  to  be  one  of 
the  laat  highly  exciting  questions  of  the  present  day. 
During  the  period  of  General  Jackson'ii  civil  admtnistra- 
ti<m,  what  has  he  not  done  for  the  American  people? 
During  thia  period,  ha  has  bad  mora  difficult  and  dan* 

Digitized  by  Google 


45T 


or  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


458 


J4».  16,  1B37.] 


genua  quettioni  to  Mttte,  both  *t  borne  and  kbrotd — 
^uettioni  whicb  irouMd  more  intciwely  the  pRMioos  of 
men— Uua  mnr  of  his  predecciwra.  Tlwy  am  now  all 
happily  ended,  except  Uw  one  which  we  riudl  tbh  dsy 
bruiif  to  »  eloM— 

Ami    the  ck^  ilHt  lowmd  inoB  «v  feoMt 
la  th»dMpbanmofUw«wutwriiML» 

1^  eoontry  now  enjoyt  abundant  pro^rity  at  honw, 
Whilal  it  if  reepeetcd  and  edmipcd  by  foreign  nationi. 
AtUiotigfa  the  wavei  mty  yet  be  in  wme  agitation  from 
the  effect  of  the  ttoriDa  through  whicb  we  hate  patted, 
jet  I  think  I  can  pereeire  the  rainbow  of  peace  extend- 
tog  itieir  acron  the  firmiment  of  heiven. 

Should  the  nextadminiilration  pureue  tbenme  course 
of  poli^  w'rth  the  prcaenli  iliourd  it  divpenM  equal  jot* 
tiee  to  all  portiona  and  all  intereite  of  the  Union,  without 
anerteeing  any)  should  it  be  eondueted  with  prudence 
and  with  firranesi,  in  J  i  doubt  not  but  that  Ihii  will  be  the 
ease,  we  ahkll  hereafter  enjny  comparative  T)eice  and 
quiet  in  our  day.  Thia  will  be  the  precious  fruit  of  the 
energy,  the  toil*^  and  the  wisdom  of  the  pilot  who  haa 
«oadueted  u«  in  taftty  through  Ibe  Morma  of  bit  teni' 
pcatnous  adniniat  ration. 

I  am  BOW  prepared  for  the  qttesiion.  I  ihall  TOte  for 
tlib  reaiJntion,  but  not  cheerfully.  1  regret  the  ncoet- 
aity  which  exist*  for  passings  it*  but  I  believe  that  impe- 
ruNif  duty  demands  its  adoption.  If  I  know  my  own 
heart,  I  ean  truly  say  Ih^t  I  am  not  actuated  by  any  de- 
ewe  to  obtain  a  miserable,  petty,  personal  triumph, 
either  for  myself,  or  for  the  President  of  Ihe  United 
States,  over  my  asweiatea  upon  this  floor. 

I  am  miw  ready  to  record  my  rote,  and  thus,  in  the 
opprobrioua  language  of  Senators  in  the  opposition,  to 
become  one  of  the  executioners  of  the  condemnatory 
KMiluiitm. 

Jppendix  to  ifr.  Suehanan*i  tpueh. 
Ornci  Hoosi  or  RBraassirTATiTis  U.  S., 

^pril  6,  1836. 

I  entered  thisolHcea  youlh,  under  John  Beckley,  who 
was  the  first  Clerk  of  tlie  House  of  Representat'rvrs  un- 
der the  present  constitution  of  the  United  Slatea,  and 
who  died  in  the  year  1807. 

DurinjiC  the  recess  of  Congress,  he  put  me  at  what  was 
termetl  *■  recording  the  joumal"  of  the  precedirf  aes- 
Hon,  which  was  to  write  it  off  from  Ihe  printed  copy 
into  a  large  bound  vilume.  I  inquired  of  him  why  it 
Was  that  it  waa  copied,  when  there  were  so  many  printed 
copies'  He  answered,  that  the  printed  copies  would 
probably,  in  time,  diaappear  from  use,  fce.*  the  large 
manuscript  volume  would  not. 

The  "rough  journal,"  a*  it  was  then  termed,  and  is 
atill  termed,  being  the  original  rough  draught  read  in 
the  House  on  the  morning  after  the  day  of  which  it  nar* 
rates  the  proceedings  was  not,  end  had  not  from  the 
bei^nning,  been  preserved.  I  inquired  the  reason,  and 
waa  answered,  that  the  prinied  copy  was  the  official 
copy,  as  it  wis  printed  under  the  official  order  of  Ihe 
House)  and  as  errors,  which  were  sometimes  diwovered 
in  the  rough  Journal,  were  corrected  in  the  proof*  uf  ihe 
printed  copy,  Ihe  printed  copy  was  the  most  correcif 
ftnd  that,  therefore,  there  was  no  use  in  lumbering  the 
office  with  the  "rough  journal,'* after  it  bad  been 
printed. 

Two  of  Mr.  Beckley's  immediate  suecessnrs  in  office, 
Mr.  Hagruder  and  Hr.  DuiiRhcrty,  viewed  the  mailer 
as  Mr.  Beckley  viewed  it.  I  know  the  fact  from  having 
called  their  attention  to  the  subject.  I  often  reflected 
upon  the  aubject,  and  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  proper  that 
tJie  "  rough  journat"  ahould  be  preserved,  altliough  1 
could  oot  see  eoy  purpose  whatever  to  be  answered  by 


dung  ao.  I  often  conversed  with  the  clerks  oftbe  office 
upon  tbe  subject)  but,  as  we  were  only  subordinates,  the 
praetiee  was  not  cbsnged  till  the  1st  session  of  the  18th 
Congress,  (1833-'3i,Twhen  I  determined,  without  oon- 
tulting  my  superior,  Ibat  tbe  "  rough  Journal**  ^ould  no 
longer  be  ihrown  away,  but  be  preserved  and  bound  In 
Tolumesi  and  it  haa  been  rqpiUny  preserved  end  bound 
since. 

With  great  respect,  I  an^  sir,  your  obedient  servsnt, 

S.  BUBCfl. 

Colonef  WALTia  8.  FaawxLiv, 

CUrk  Eoim  of&^ratnmivu  U.  8. 

When  Mr.  Bdcxaxait  had  taken  his  seat, 
M%  BATARD  rose  and  said  that,  notwithstanding  he 
had  not  beflore  had  an  opportunity  of  expreaaing  his 
opinion  on  the  subject  now  under  diacutaion,  yet  be 
should  have  been  unwilling  at  ibis  laie  hour  to  have 
trespassed  on  tbe  time  and  attention  of  the  Senate,  had 
he  not  felt  it  to  be  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  himself  and 
to  hia  immediate  constituents  to  contend  and  protest 
against  a  measure  which  be  believed  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  constitution.  I  say,  air,  constituents  for,  in  my  the- 
ory of  this  Ooremment,  we  are  all  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  though  chosen  after  a  different  manner. 
Every  infraction  of  the  constitution,  however  unimpor- 
tant it  may  appear  in  its  immediate  consequences  tends 
to  diminish  the  general  confidence  in  the  stabtlty  of  our 
Government,  and  the  general  attachnent  to  it)  and  as  the 
people  of  the  Stale  1  have  the  honor  in  pirt  to  represent 
ire  devotedly  attaohed  to  that  inatrument,  and  feel  that 
their  political  ex'atenee  is  incorporated  with  it,  th  tt  in  it 
they  live,  and  move,  and  have  their  being  as  a  political 
cnmmanity,  [  say,  wr,  it  ts  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  them 
to  contend  to  the  uttermost  of  my  ability  against  what- 
ever thus  incidentally  sffccta  them.  It  is  a  dut]',  too, 
which  I  owe  to  myaelf,  as  1  have  a  personal  interest  in 
whatever  affects  the  cliaracter  and  honor  of  this  body,  of 
which  I  am  a  humble  member. 

I  have  no  intention,  Mr.  Prendent,  to  inquire  info  the 
motives  which  may  lead  gentlemen  to  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution.  The  motivea  or  every  man  are  his  indi> 
vidual  property)  and  aa  his  action  here,  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  is  under  the  sanction  of  an  oath,  they  involve  a 
responsibility  only  to  his  conscience  and  bis  God.  I  can- 
not aay,  sir,  that  Ihe  act  which  is  now  required  to  be 
done  is  a  aaerifiee  to  the  Moloch  of  parly  qtirit.  1  can- 
not say  that  it  ia  a  homage  to  an  idol  resembling  that 
which  the  Chinese  pays  to  his  household  god  when  he 
burns  before  it  a  little  piece  of  gill  paper  as  the  bumble 
offering  of  his  piety  and  adoration.  Nur  can  I  aay,  sir, 
that  it  ia  intended  to  smooth  the  mane  and  calm  the  roar 
of  the  lion.  All  tlieae  viewa  belong  to  the  class  of  mo- 
tives with'  which  I  have  nothing  to  do.  But,  sir,  I  have 
something  to  say  and  something  to  do  with  the  doctrines 
advanced  and  the  acta  done  here*  which  become  part  of 
the  common  Block.  If  it  seems  from  the  nature  of  the 
act  done,  and  fn>m  the  iosuffideney  of  the  reasons  given 
for  it,  to  lie  an  act  of  homage  at  the  foolslool  of  exeeu* 
live  power,  1  have,  then,  a  personal  inierest  in  the  mat- 
ter, which  not  Qnly  justifies  my  doing  so,  but  makes  it 
a  matter  of  duly  to  express  my  opinions  aa  well  as  to  re- 
cord my  vote.  And,  sir,  ii  becomes  the  more  necessary 
and  prnper  to  expreas  those  opinions  •inee  if  this  prin- 
ciple of  expunction  be  adopted,  I  have  no  security  that 
the  record  of  that  vote  msy  not  be  destroyed,  if  hereafter 
it  should  become  expedient  to  give  to  the  resolution  the 
sppearance  of  unatumous  approbation. 

What  is  it,  sir,  we  are  called  upon  to  do.'  A  man  may 
do  wrong  unwittingly,  and  we  must  take  care  to  have  a 
clear  and  precise  idea  of  the  act  to  be  done.  In  words, 
air,  we  arc  called  upon  to  expunge  from  tbe  journal  a 
certsin  resolution,  but  m  bet  and  in  troib  la  fldsify  a  rcc* 

Digitized  by  Google 


459 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


460 


SUATI.] 


[Jav.  16,  iKir. 


ord.  The  nm*  nind  which  might  contemplate  th«  one 
propontion  with  IndifTerence,  would  regard  the  other 
with  hnrror.  To  a  mind  recklen  of  coniequencea, 
which  has  no  future,  wtiieh  looki  only  to  the  preKnt, 
and  riewa  erery  act  a<  an  intuUted  erent,  having  no  re* 
lation  to  what  haa  preceded,  and  no  influence  on  what  ia 
to  follow*  to  expunge  from  a  journal  may  aeem  a  very 
harmlen  act.  But,  air^  evi>n  such  a  mind  might  be 
brought  to  revolt  with  diiguat  from  the  nme  measure, 
when  it  impnrietl  the  auppresaion  of  the  truth,  or  the 
aasertion  uf  a  falaehnnd.  The  approaches  of  crime  are 
ileallhy  und  myslerious;  (he  asuasin  wears  his  maik;  vice 
pays  t(i  virtue  the  hom^^e  of  assuming  her  furm;  the 
knave  puts  on  the  cloak  of  religion)  the  demagogue  be- 
eomea  (lie  friend  nf  the  people.  It  becomes,  tlien,  my 
purpose  to  show  that  to  expunge  from  the  journal  is  to 
falsify  a  record. 

L^t  me  now  draw  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
terms  of  the  reaolution.  It  professes  to  set  forth  the  act 
to  be  done,  an  l  the  reasona  for  doing  it.  And  first,  sir, 
as  to  the  act  itself.    It  ia  described  in  these  terms: 

'*  Haohtd,  That  the  said  resolve  be  cxpun};ed  from 
the  jotirnul,  ami  for  that  purpose  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  at  such  limeaa  the  Senate  may  appoint,  ahall 
bring  the  manuscript  journal  of  the  aeasion  of  l833-'4 
into  the  Senate,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  draw 
blaok  lines  ri)und  (he  said  resolve,  and  write  across  the 
face  thereof,  in  strong  lettera,  the  following  word^i  Gx< 
punged  by  order  of  the  Senatr,  thia  ■  ■  -  day  of 
■■ii— ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1836." 

Nothing  can  be  more  explicit  in  its  terms.  The  act 
lo  be  done  is  to  expunge.  The  Brst  member  of  the 
aenience  conveys  the  whole  idcai  snd  if  the  reaolutinn 
had  alopped  (here,  with  (he  simple  aswrtion  that  an  ex- 
punction  ihould  lake  pUce,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt 
tliat  the  Secretary  would  have  been  atillinr  zed  (o  hlot 
out  or  erase  from  the  jcmmal  the  objectionable  passage. 
The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dccba^tait]  has 
gone  into  a  critical  ezsimination  of  the  meaning  ufihe 
tern:t  u/fun^,  and  ha<t  given  us  various  instances  of  its 
UM  in  a  metaphorical  sensp,  and  concludes  (hat,  because 
the  word  may  be  used  metaphorically,  it  is  in  th-s  in* 
stance  a  harmless  metaphor.  In  all  its  uses,  wlie(her 
literal  or  metaphorical,  it  imp'nrls  destruclioni  and  the 
beauty  and  force  nf  the  melaphnr  in  every  in4lance  de- 
pends on  the  precise  meaning  of  its  li'eral  acceptation. 
The  term  expunge  means  literally  to  wipe  out,  which 
imports  de&tructiont  or,  in  dher  words,  it  imports  that 
lomething  which  hsa  an  eX'Stence  shall  cea^e  tj  exist. 
Whether  the  term  is  at  any  lime  used  literally  or  meta- 
phorically, will  depend  on  the  subject-matter  to  wh'ch 
It  ia  applied.  Thu%  in  some  of  the  instances  given  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  as  in  the  one  "to  ex- 
punge our  Bins,"  n  i  doubt  the  word  is  used  metaphori- 
callyt  but  dof  a  not  ihe  whole  force  and  value  of  the  ex- 
pression dtpend  on  its  literal  meaning,  and  import  that 
those  sins  shall  cease  lo  have  a  moral  existence  as  rea* 
tons  for  the  Divine  vengeance^  And  when  used  as  ap- 
plicable to  a  seclion  of  a  bill,  which  is  another  instance 
given  by  the  Senator,  does  it  not  mean  (hat  such  section 
shall  cease  to  have  existence* 

The  Senator  asks  whether,  if  a  reaolulton  passed  that 
a  section  of  a  bill  ahnnid  be  expunged,  the  Secretary 
would  proceed  to  obliterate  it?  I  answer,  that  from  the 
method  of  our  procetrdinga  it  is  not  necessary  for  htm  lo 
erase  every  word,  because  the  purpose  is  effectually  an- 
swered by  drawing  his  black  lines  across  it,  or  simply 
wrilinguponitsfaee  the  word  "expunged,"  for  in  t-fTeet  it 
becomes  so,  by  ceasing  to  have  any  legal  existencei  and 
if  such  bill  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  the  section  thus  expunged  would  be  omitted  in 
the  engrossment,  as  if  it  had  never  eziated.  But  theau- 
thority  conferred  upon  him  by  such  a  resolution  is  liter* 


ally  to  erase  every  word  of  the  section.  Such,  also.  Is 
the  cane  when  the  word  is  uied  in  relation  to  a  part  of 
the  journal,  and  becomea  his  duty  to  blot  out  orobliter* 
ate  from  its  face  the  passagn  ordered  to  be  expunged. 
But  it  is  aaid  that  the  present  resolution  does  not  con- 
template an  actual  expunction  or  ubliteration  of  the  pas- 
sage, but  merely  a  typical  one.  And  Senators  seek  to 
reconcile  Ihemaelves  tu  thisnwature  by  snehaplsyupon 
words.  A  typical  expunetioni  To  get  rid  of  tlie  soph- 
istry at  once,  let  me  ask  whether  a  journal  is  not  th* 
evidence  of  a  fact,  as,  for  instance,  the  passage  of  ft 
particular  resolution,  and  whether  to  expunge  from  tbe 
journal  that  resnlulion  is  not  to  destroy  the  evidence  of 
the  fact  that  such  a  resolution  had  been  adopted?  If, 
then,  you  have  the  right  to  expunge,  and  doicluallyde- 
dare  that  a  passage  ahall  be  expunged,  does  it  not  for 
all  legal  purpnses  suppress  the  evidence  of  the  fact,'  no 
mstter  whst  the  maniter  of  expunction  may  be,  whether 
by  erasing,  by  blotting  out,  or  by  writing  theword  '•ex- 
punged" over  its  face?  Coutd  the  Secretarjr  certify* 
after  Ihe  adoption  uf  the  expunging  resolution,  that 
Biich  a  passage  exiated  on  the  jnurna)'  If  he  were  call- 
ed upon  to  publish  a  new  edition  of  the  journal,  would 
he  have  a  right  to  insert  the  passage  expunged?  It  it 
in  vain  that  the  asaertion  ia  mule  that  the  printed  toU 
umes  would  be  evidence  of  the  fsct.  1'he  printed  toW 
umes  are  onlyj>riiita/!fe(C  evidence,  and  admitted  for 
Cflnveniencf,  but  could  never  stand  against  a  sworn 
copy  of  the  jimrnal.  Thet'C  is,  then,  for  all  the  pur- 
poses for  which  a  journal  ia  kept,  namely,  as  evidence 
of  a  particular  transaction,  no  difference  between  an  ac- 
tual and  a  typical  expunction.  That  in  (he  present  in- 
stance no  grave  and  immediate  consequence  affeciio; 
indivi<l(ial  rights  is  to  follow,  does  not  alter  (he  ca.<iF. 
The  principle  asserted  in  the  lesolution  is,  (hat  the  right 
to  expiinjre  exists,  the  mode  of  doing  it  is  of  no  conse- 
qnencc)  and  I  will  show  presently  ihat  the  exercise  of 
.inch  a  power  is  not  only  iinconMitutional,  but  may  be 
attended  with  the  most  important  and  direct  influence 
on  Ihe  perKunal  lights  of  individuals.  The  natural  im- 
port and  the  necrnury  Ir^al  cfft-ct  of  the  phrase  **  ex- 
punge from  the  journal,"  ia  to  destroy  the  evidence  of 
the  fact  expunged,  whtther  it  be  used  literally  or  roeta- 
phoricnMy. 

llavinj;  lh««  ascertained  the  meaning  of  theword  "ex- 
punfi^"  and  Ihe  effect  of  any  mode  of  expunctiun,  the 
question  arises  whether  the  Senate  pouesses  any  such 
power  over  iis  journal.  Has  it  the  right  to  destroy  the 
evidence  of  a  particular  tranaaetinn,  fur  the  journal  is 
not  only  the  highest  evidence,  but  the  only  evidence  of 
the  f:ict?  A  journal  is  a  daily  record,  as  contradistin- 
guished from  a  temporary  memorandum.  But  it  is  con- 
tended that,  though  a  record,  it  is  not  a  permanent  one, 
being  of  value  only  until  it  is  published;  after  which,  it 
becomes  mere  waste  p'>per.  Is  this  proposition  true? 
For  if  it  be,  then,  so  far  as  this  particular  case  ia  con- 
cerned, there  is  %n  end  of  the  (jut-stinn.  The  language 
of  the  constitution  is,  "Ihat  earh  House  shall  keep  a 
jourmtl  of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  pub- 
lish the  same."  Ilesort  Iihs  been  had  lo  the  meaning  of 
the  word  "  keep,"asimpnrt:ng  preservation,  to  thow  that 
the  conslitutiim  contemplated  a  permanent,  and  not  a 
temporary  record.  Ilul  1  admit  tliat  (he  word  "keep" 
does  not  necessarily  imply  permanent  preservation;  it 
may  mean  preservation  for  a  temporary  purpose.  The 
word  "keep,"  like  every  olher  word  in  the  language, 
muat  depend  for  ita  meaning  on  (he  manner  in  which  it 
ia  used,  nn  the  subject-matter  to  which  it  is  applied. 
Words  are  but  aigns  of  ideas,  and  it  is  one  of  the  imper- 
ftctiona  of  language,  that  it  often  expresses  too  much  or 
too  little,  while  felicity  in  its  use  consists  in  tbe  choice 
of  those  terms  which  convey  either  the  simple  or  com- 
plex idea  with  precision.    A  word,  too,  may  stand  for 
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%  whole  tenteaee*  Tor  »  etnw  of  ideUi  ti  in  the  rftmilwr 
BM  of  this  very  one.  Thus  to  keep  a  horse  may  not 
taerely  nie»n  tliat  he  is  fed,  and  curried,  and  stabled, 
bat  that  he  is  rodei  as,  wtiere  the  conversation  beinf 
■bout  the  personal  habit  of  any  one  in  relation  to  exer< 
cise,  it  should  be  remarked  of  him  he  keeps  a  hone,  the 
term  imports  both  prcsemtion  and  use.  So  in  the 
phrase  "keep  aeow,"  the  use  for  which  she  is  kept  is  im- 
plied, m.1  if  ■  housekeeper  were  asked,  '*  Do  you  iiuy 
your  milk?"  and  should  reply,  "No,I  keep  a  cow,"  it 
imports  not  only  that  she  is  led  and  taken  care  of,  but 
-that  she  is  milked,  and  her  milk  consumed  by  the  fami- 
ly. So.  "  keep  a  carriage"  does  not  merely  mean  (hat  a 
carriaffe  is  locked  up  in  the  house,  but  that  it  is  used. 
'>Keephouiie"importsthe  burden  of  household  duties)  as 
**keep  tavern"  imports  the  duty  of  receivinif  and  atlendinff 
lo  guests.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the  phrase 
keep  a  journal"  means  to  make  and  preserve  one. 
But  still  llie  question  arises  as  to  the  length  of  that  pret- 
ervationt  and  it  is  contended  that  the  subsequent  in- 
junction to  publish  indicates  st  once  the  purpose  and 
length  of  prciervilion.  Is  this  true?  The  worfls  are 
"keep  and  pubtisli,"  not  "keep  in  order  topubliah."  But 
waiving  all  verbal  criticism.  let  me  remsrk  that  a  con- 
Ktitutlonis  merely  a  collection  of  principles)  and  in  or- 
der to  ascertain  the  force  and  meaning  of  any  term,  it 
is  necessary  to  attend  to  the  object  of  the  proviwHltand 
the  principle  connected  with  it.  What,  then,  sir.  are 
the  purposes  for  which  a  journal  is  to  be  kept?  I  do 
not  pretend  to  give  them  all,  but  some  of  them,  as 
drawn  from  the  constitution  itselff  and  it  will  then  be 
■ecn  whether  such  purposes  are  of  a  temporary  or  per- 
manent character,  and,  by  consequence,  whether  the 
Journal  is  intended  to  be  a  permanent  or  temporary  rec> 
ord.  In  the  first  place,  it  ia  intended  to  record  the 
day  on  which  a  bill  has  been  preaented  to  the  President 
for  his  approbation,  and  the  day  on  which  Congress  ad- 
journed) for  on  these  two  fsets  may  depend  the  validity 
of  a  law.  Thu«,  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  first  article 
of  the  constitution,  it  is  provided: 

.  *«  Every  bill  wblch  shall  have  passed  the  House  of 
Beprcseniativn  and  the  Senate  ahall,  before  it  become  a 
law.  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States) 
if  be  approve,  he  shall  sign  it]  but  if  not,  he  shall  return 
It,  with  his  objections,  to  the  House  in  which  it  origina* 
led,  &e.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Presi- 
dent within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall 
bare  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  become  a  law. 
in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress, 
by  their  adjournment,  prevent  its  return;  in  which  case, 
It  shall  not  be  a  law." 

Here  is  one  permanent  purpose,  as  enduring  as  the  law 
itself. 

In  the  second  place,  it  is  intended  to  record  the  fact 
of  membership  in  ihis  body,  the  Senate  being  the  judge, 
and  settling  the  questinn  of  membership  in  cases  of  con- 
tested election,  by  the  express  provision  of  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article  of  ihe  constitution.  And  this  was 
done  in  the  esse  of  the  venerable  and  distinguished  Sen^ 
■tor  from  Hhode  Island,  [Hr.  Robbivs.]  Has  not  he, 
•nd  has  not  hit  Slate,  a  permanent  inlerett  in  that  de< 
eision,  and  in  the  evidence  by  which  tt  is  eslabfished^ 
And  is  not  the  jcmrnal  the  hij^hest  and  ihe  only  evidence 
of  that  fict.'  Suppose,  air,  it  should  become  expedient 
at  any  time  to  expunge  such  a  decision,  what  woul.l  be- 
come of  the  rights  of  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  if 
a  competitor  were  to  present  himself  here  for  his  seat, 
whh  fresh  credentials  from  his  Slated 

fn  the  Ihird  place,  it  ia  intended  to  recnrd  the  p res* 
enee  of  a  quorum  at  the  opening  of  each  session  of  Con- 
gress, as  well  as  to  ascertain  the  fact  that  Congress  did 
■ascmble  on  the  constitutional  day  for  its  meeting.  The 
journal  alwiyt  open*  with  a  statement  of  the  name*  of 
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those  who  assembled,  when  it  is  once  ascertained  that  a 
quorum  is  preaenti  it  is  afterwarda  taken  fur  granted 
that  they  perform  their  duty,  and  are  always  present 
unless  the  contrary  is  made  to  appear.  But  if  it  so  hap- 
pened that  no  qui  rum  was  present,  or  that  Congress 
had  assembled  t>efore  it  had  a  legsl  right  to  do  so,  the 
laws  passed  under  such  circumstances  would  be  merely 
void.  Thii^  eertainly,  ii  a  matter  of  permanent  Impor- 
tance. 

In  the  fourth  place,  it  is  intended  to  recurd  the  action 
of  this  body  on  the  conduct  of  its  members,  as  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  punishment  of  any  of  them  for  disorderly 
behaviour.  Suppose  the  case  of  the  expulsion  of  a  mem- 
ber: will  not  the  right  of  the  Stale  from  which  he  comes 
to  send  a  successor  depend  on  the  fact  of  expulsion^ 
And  could  you,  by  expunging  the  resolution  of  expul- 
won,  restore  him  to  his  seat?  And  yet,  if  you  destroy 
the  evidence  of  the  expulsion,  is  there  any  thing  lo  in- 
validate his  rights  as  eatablislied  by  his  credentials  when 
he  first  took  his  seat>  Suppose  he  was  elected  for  six 
year*,  and  you  expel  him  at  the  expiration  of  the  second, 
and  then  expunge  the  resolution  of  expulsion,  how  would 
it  be  possible  to  contest  his  right  to  sseat  for  Ihe  remain- 
ing four  years' 

In  the  fifth  place,  it  is  intended  lo  ascertain  the  fHCt  of 
your  oi^nization  as  a  court  of  impeachment,  ^nd  the- 
juditment  passed  on  the  offender.  That  judgment  may 
extend  to  a  removal  from  office,  and  a  disqualification  to 
bold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit, 
which  in  its  nature  ia  perpetual,  and  is  excepted  out  of 
the  pardoning  power  which  ia  given  to  the  President  in 
all  other  casea. 

In  the  »sth  and  last  place  which  I  mean  to  advert  to, 
it  ia  intended  to  record  the  votes  of  members  on  mat- 
ters of  moment,  that  they  may  be  held  to  their  respon- 
sibility for  pernicious  measures.  And  hence  it  is  ex- 
pressly provided,  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  first  article, 
"  that  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either  House 
on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one  fif\h  of  those 
present,  be  entered  on  the  journal."  Has  not  every  In- 
dividual a  personal  and  permanent  interest  in  the  rec< 
ord,  for  good  or  for  evil^  This  last  purpose  has  refer- 
ence to  the  great  principle  on  which  republican  govern- 
ment ia  founded — the  responsibility  of  the  representa- 
tive to  his  constituents.  From  ■  consideration,  then,  of 
the  purposes  for  which  a  j<iuni>)  Is  to  be  kept,  it  is  ap- 
parent that  it  is  intended  to  be  a  permanent  and  not  a 
tt-mporary  record.  None  of  those  purposes  would  be 
efFectually  answered  by  the  mere  publiciition  of  the  jour* 
nal.  They  are  matters  of  fact,  of  which  (he  journal.  I 
mean  the  manuscript  jtturnal,  is  the  highest  evidence, 
and  the  only  evidence  where  recourse  is  had  to  It,  for 
any  leg^I  purpose.  To  expuni^e  this  recurd  is  In  de- 
stroy the  evidence  of  a  fjctj  to  faUiry  history,  and  verily 
the  remark  of  the  Ealirrcal  Frenchman,  thut  history  is 
nothing  but  conventional  fables.  Let  me  add,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  mstter,  that  the  auppratt^o  veri  d<fl!'era  noth- 
ing in  point  ofmorality  from  the  oll^atio  fahi,  and  that  it 
would  be  as  bard  to  maintain  that  yau  have  a  right  to  sup- 
preas  the  evidence  of  a  fact  which  had  oceirred  in  your 
proceedings,  as  to  maintain  that  you  have  the  right  to  M- 
sert  a  fact  upon  your  journal  which  never  had  any  exiat- 
ence.  Butithas  been  contended  by  some,  that,  because 
we  have  the  custody  of  the  journal,  we  have  the  right  to 
do  with  it  what  we  please.  And  dues  custody  import  the 
right  of  destruction?  Will  it  be  contended  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  who  has  the  custudy  of  your  laws  and 
treaties,  and  even  of  the  constitution  itself,  has,  from 
that  circumstance,  the. right  to  blot  out  aectiona  from 
your  laws,  articles  from  your  treaties,  and  paragraphs 
from  your  constitution;  that  hu  has  the  right  to  mutilate 
und  destroy  the  records  of  the  nation?  In  coniidering 
hii  right  of  cxpunction,  the  questioa  is  not  whether  the 

Digitized  byCjOOglC 


463  GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER  464 

Smati.]  Eaeptmgbig  AsnAifton.  [Jav.  16, 1637. 


substance  of  the  resolution  proposed  to  be  expunged  is 
true,  but  whether  such  »  retolulion  was  idopted;  that  is 
the  point  of  history.  The  existence  on  the  journsl  of 
the  resolution  is  no  evidence  of  the  truth  of  its  ftllegi- 
tion>  but  simply  of  its  idoptiont  tnd  the  future  historian, 
looking  to  the  whole  Iraniactions  of  the  lime,  would  de- 
cide  upon  the  truth  or  error  of  its  allegstiun,  without 
giving  to  it  any  g^ter  weight  than  is  due  to  the  mere 
ezprcation  of  an  opinion.  Krerj  Senator  who  voted 
for  the  original  resolution  baa  a  personal  interest  in  the 
record. 

iPit  is  true  that  to  pass  such  a  resolution  was  ille^l 
and  unconstitutional,  and  a  fiigrsnt  wrong  done  to  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  then  his  friends  should 
not  desire  to  have  it  expunged,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to 
preserve  it  as  a  monument  of  reproach  to  those  who  par- 
ticipated in  ibe  measure.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it 
should  be  preserved  as  a  matter  of  utisfactlon  on  the 
psrt  of  hia  friends,  and  of  disgrace  and  shame  on  the 
pait  of  hia  adreraaries.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
right  existed  to  pass  the  resolution,  and  its  allegation  was 
true  in  point  of  fact,  those  wbosustsined  it  by  their  vote 
have  sn  interest  in  the  evidence  of  their  opinion,  while 
those  who  thought  otherwise  have  the  benefit  and  satis* 
Action  of  being  able  to  establish  their  dissent.  In  neither 
Tiew  of  the  case  hare  (he  friends  of  the  President  any 
fair  reason  to  desire  that  the  evidence  of  the  proceeding 
should  be  destroyed.  The  Senator  from  Missouri  [Ur. 
BssTox]  may  glury  in  the  vote  he  gave  on  the  occasioni 
the  Senator  frum  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut]  may  do  the 
same;  neither  has  the  right  to  deprive  the  other  of 
the  evidence  of  his  course  in  relation  to  it.  Those  who 
voted  for  the  resolution  alone  hoz  jrd  any  thing  in  pre- 
serving that  evidence.  If  they  were  wrung,  then  it  is  for 
their  shamei  if  they  were  right,  it  is  tlie  mere  cxpres. 
Hon  of  an  opinion  from  which  others  might  rightfully 
and  sincerely  differ.  If  the  allegations  of  the  friends  of 
the  President  are  true,  that  the  adoption  or  that  reso- 
lution was  a  breach  of  the  constitution,  and  a  moat  fla- 
grant wrong  to  him,  would  it  not  be  more  natural  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  ahould  come  here  to 
ask  ui  to  expunge  it,  that  he  might  conceal  his  partici. 
pation  in  the  matter?  Is  it  nut  extraordinary  that  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  who  takes  great  credit  to  himself 
for  resisting  the  mrsBurrt  should  seek  tiot  only  to  con- 
ceal bis  own  glory  In  opposing  it,  but  the  shame  of  hia 
adversaries  in  supporting  it?  What  is  the  purpose  to  be 
answered  by  expunging  the  resolution?  The  fact  that 
such  a  re&ulution  was  adopted  cannot  now  be  concealed 
fiom  the  eye  of  history.  Tlie  journiil  is  only  evidence 
ofthat  fact,  and  not  of  the  truth  of  the  allegation  con- 
tained in  it.  What  valuable  end,  then,  ts  to  be  accom* 
plislied  by  the  expunetion?  I  fear,  sir,  tlwt  the  future 
historian,  looking  over  the  whole  ground  of  the  contro- 
versy, will  say,  from  the  nature  of  the  act*  that  it  was  a 
sacrifice,  a  peace-ufTering  at  the  altar  of  executive  pow- 
er. Id  this  view>  we  have  all  an  iniereat  in  the  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  fur  good  or  for  enl  re- 
port. 

But  sir,  I  come  now  to  consider  the  reasons  which  are 
offered  for  the  adoption  of  this  expunging  rcaolutioo. 
They  are  act  forth  in  ih«  preamble,  and  I  prcsuow  ibcy 
sre  the  best  that  can  be  ooered.  I'bcy  bare  been  well 
weighed  and  considered,  and  no  doubt  the  ability  of  the 
Senator  from  Miuouri  has  been  taxed  to  the  uttermost 
to  present  the  case  in  the  strongest  possible  point  of 
view.  Ilia  reasons  are  eight  in  uumber,  and  the  first  of 
them  is  in  these  words: 

<'And  whereas  the  said  resolve  wu  irregularly,  ille- 
gally, and  unconstitutionally  adopted  by  the  Senate,  in 
Tiohtion  of  the  rights  of  defence  which  belong  to  every 
citiaen,  and  in  subversion  of  the  fiind'ntental  pr'nciples 
of  law  and  justice:  because  Fresident  Jscluon  vas there- 


by adjudged  and  pronounced  to  be  guilty  of  an  impeadi- 
able  oifenee,  and  a  atigma  placed  upon  him  as  a  violator 
of  his  oath  of  office  and  of  the  laws  and  oonsiitulior, 
which  he  w^s  sworn  to  preserve,  protect,  and  defend, 
without  going  through  the  forms  o^  an  impeachment,  and 
without  allowing  to  him  the  bcaefitiof  atrial  or  the 
means  of  defence.** 

lathis  true  in  pointof  fiietF  Theproeeadli^of  whicb 
this  reason  professes  to  be  descriptive  was  thlst  On  the 
S8lb  day  of  March,  1834,  tlie  Senate,  in  its  usual  fxwrse 
of  business,  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

"Retoived,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  executive 
proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  oonati- 
lution  and  laws,  but  in  den^tion  of  both." 

Is  this  first  reason,  then,  a  true  description  of  the  sub* 
ject  to  which  it  referaf  If  the  Senate  had  oiganited  it- 
aelf  into  a  court  of  impeachment,  called  in  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice to  preside,  as  required  by  the  constitution,  and 
then  proceeded  to  try  tlie  President  without  bearing  him, 
and  to  pronounce  judgment  upon  him  of  removal  from 
office,  more  could  not  have  been  said;  no  stronger  lan- 
guage would  be  required  to  describe  so  wanton  a  viola- 
tion of  constitutional  law.  la  there  no  difference  between 
the  cases?  Can  a  stronger  caae  of  the  perveraion  and 
abuae  of  language  be  put  than  this,  which  vould  repre- 
sent a  simple  resolution  of  a  deliberative  assembly,  ex- 
pressing merely  an  opinion,  which  hss  no  legal  effect 
whatever  on  the  righu  of  the  individual,  as  the  judgment 
of  a  court  which  acta  directly  and  immediately  upon 
those  rights?  The  proceeding  referred  to  has  neither 
the  form  nor  substance  of  a  judgment.  Nor  is  the 
slightest  guilt  imputed  in  the  opinion  as  expressed  by 
the  resolution.  It  s'atea  a  fact,  "  that  the  President  has 
assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  eonfer* 
red  by  the  constitution;**  but  is  ailent  as  to  the  motives 
and  intention  with  which  that  fact  was  sceompanied,  the 
corrupt  and  wilful  character  of  which  alone  could 
give  to  the  proceeding  the  attribute  of  guilt.  But  sup- 
pose, for  a  moment,  that  the  Senate  had,  losing  sight 
of  the  principles  of  law  and  justice,  formed  itaelfinto  a 
court  of  impeachment,  and  proceeded,  without  a  hearing, 
to  pass  judgment  on  the  individual:  would  that  be  a 
rcaaon  for  expunging  the  record,  for  suprtresdng  the 
evidence  of  so  monstrous  a  proceeding?  On  the  con- 
trary, sir,  it  should  aUnd  as  a  monument  of  disgrace  and 
dishonor  to  the  men  who  participated  in  it.  Its  legal 
effect  would  be  notbingi  its  moral  influence  would  recoil 
on  their  own  heads,  and  they  should  be  held  to  that  re- 
sponsibility to  public  opinion,  to  secure  which  it  was  pro- 
vided that  the  yeaa  and  nsys  should  be  entered  on  the 
journal.  In  this  view  of  tfae  subject,  the  bollownessand- 
fallacy  of  the  reason  assigned  is  manifested  by  the  fact 
that  those  who  seek  to  suppress  the  evidence  arc  nut 
those  who  advocated,  but  those  who  opposed  the  reso- 
lution. But,  sir,  it  is  the  fite  of  a  false  position  lo  im- 
body  the  principles  of  its  own  destruction.  If  this  rea- 
son be  a  true  deacription  of  the  resolution  of  28th  March, 
1834,  and  sufficient  for  its  expunction,  is  it  not  perceived 
that  this  very  expunging  resolution  and  its  preamble  la 
open  to  the  same  objection,  as  pronouncing  judgment 
on  tboee  Senators  who  supported  the  former,  as  guilty 
of  an  Impeachable  offence,  and  violstois  of  their  oatbs  of 
office,  without  the  benefit  of  a  trial?  It  should,  then,  in 
its  turn,  be  expunged  t  and  if  I  were  called  upon  to  draw 
up  a  preamble  upon  the  strength  of  this  precedent,  I 
should  use  the  same  Unguige,  as  being  as  fair  and  legiti- 
mate a  description  of  the  present  resolution  and  its  pre- 
amble as  this  reason  is  descriptive  of  the  resdulion  of 
March  28,  1834.    It  is  absolutely  suicidal. 

The  second  reason  is  as  followsi 

'*  And  whereas  the  sidd  resolve.  In  all  its  shapes  and 
furOMi,  wu  unfounded  and  r rroneousirpoint  of  fac^  and, 
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UiereffM«,  unjuit  tnd  anrighteon^  u  well  u  irrcfpihr 
and  unconttitutiontl)  beetuw  the  Mid  Present  Jack- 
son, neither  in  (he  ict  of  dismining  Mr.  Duriip,  nor  in 
the  appointment  of  Mr  Taney,  as  specified  in  the  first 
form  of  the  resolvei  nor  in  takinr  upon  himself  the  re- 
morinp  of  the  deposites,  as  specified  in  the  second  form 
of  the  same  resolret  nor  in  any  act  which  was  then  or 
can  now  be  specified  under  the  ngue  and  ambigoous 
teriim  of  (he  general  denunciation  contained  in  the  third 
and  last  form  of  the  resoWe,  did  do  or  commit  any  act  in 
violation  or  in  derr^iion  of  the  laws  and  conatitutiofl,  or 
danf^oiis  to  the  liberties  of  the  peoplp." 

The  substance  of  tlits  reason  is,  that  the  resolution 
was  erroneous  in  point  of  fact.  Is  that  a  reason  for  ex- 
punf^ing  W  it  might  furm  a  very  good  reason  for  a 
couiiierresolution.  The  subject  is  one  on  which  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  might  fiiirly  exist,  and  that  difTerenee 
was  expressed  at  the  time,  both  in  debate  and  on  the 
journal)  but  surely  that  difference  (^opinion  ia  no  reason 
for  destroying  the  evidence  that  such  an  opinion  was  ex- 
pressed. 

The  third  reason  is,  that 

**  The  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  ia  uncertain  and  am- 
bigoous  containing  nothing'  but  a  loose  and  floating 
chai^  for  derogating  from  the  laws  and  constitution, 
and  assuming  ungranled  power  and  authority  in  the  late 
executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
without  specifying,*'  Sie. 

This  resson  conflicts  with  both  the  others,  implying 
that,  if  the  resolve  were  detailed  and  specific,  it  ought 
not  to  be  expunged.  If  all  these  are  reasons  for  the 
same  act,  they  should  not  be  anugonist  to  each  other, 
bat  should  harmoniously  tend  to  the  same  conclusion. 
Bat  want  of  detail  can  be  no  reason  for  suppresiing  the 
evidence  that  such  a  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  fourth  reason  Is  merely  an  amplifieation  of  the 
third. 

The  fifth  reason'is  i3t  follows; 

**And  whereaa  the  Senate  being  the  conatitutional 
tribunal  fur  the  trial  of  the  Prealdent,  when  charged  by 
the  House  of  Representativea  with  offencea  arainat  the 
laws  and  constitution,  (he  adoption  of  the  said  resolve 
before  any  impeachment  preferred  by  the  House  was  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House;  a  violation  of  (he 
constitution;  a  subversion  of  justice;  a  prejudicatiun  of  a 
question  which  might  legally  come  before  (he  Senate, 
and  a  disqualification  of  that  body  to  perform  its  consti- 
tutional duty  with  fairness  and  impartiality,  if  the  Presi- 
dent should  themfter  be  regularly  impeached  by  the 
Rouse  of  Representatives  for  the  same  offence.*' 

The  aame  answer  may  be  given  to  this  reason  as  ia 
given  to  the  first,  that  it  is  not  a  fair  and  tnie  descrip- 
tion of  the  case.  It  treats  (he  resolution  of  1834  as  if  it 
were  a  judgment  of  the  Senate  in  its  judicial  capacity  as 
a  court  of  impeachment,  when.  In  truth,  it  is  nothing 
more  Umn  the  expression  of  aoi^inlon  in  its  character  of 
a  deliberalire  assembly.  It  is  no  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  (he  House  of  Representatives,  since  it  neither  antici- 
pates nor  precludes  an  impeachment.  It  is  no  prejudi* 
cation  of  any  question  which  might  come  before  the  Sen- 
ate as  a  court  of  impeachment,  since  such  question  must 
be  one  of  ^ilt{  and  nothing  of  the  kind  is  imputed  in 
the  resolution.  But  again:  if  alt  thiawere  true,  it  would 
be  no  reasoo  for  expunging,  or,  in  other  words,  deatmy- 
ing  the  evidence  of  the  bet  that  such  a  resolution  was 
adopted. 

But,  sir,  we  come  now  to  the  sixth  reason,  which  is 
perhaps  tlie  true  motive,  though  not  a  juatificntian  for 
this  extraordinary  proceeding,  and  a  gleam  of  light  ia 
thrown  upon  the  subject,  which  gives  it  color  and  com- 
plrxion.  l*he  substance  of  this  reason  is,  that  the  Presi- 
(Ifnt's  protest  waa  rejected,  and  not  permitted  lo  be  en- 
tered upon  the  journal,  while  memorials  and  petitions 
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tgunat  him  were  duly  and  honorably  reeeived.  Hers 
is  another  instance  of  that  conflict  with  other  reasons, 

which  was  remarked  upon  in  adveKing  to  the  third.  It 
implies  that,  if  the  protest  had  been  received,  then  the  re- 
solve should  not  be  expunged.  But,  with  that  confusion 
of  idesa  which  seems  to  characterize  the  whole  preamble, 
it  places  the  (irotest  of  the  Prendent  on  the  same  footing 
wiUi  petitions  from  the  people.  Tlie  President  demand- 
ed that  his  protest  should  be  spread  upon  (be  journal, 
which  he  had  no  right  to  du.  But,  supposing  fur  a  mo- 
ment that  he  bad,  is  the  refusal  a  reason  fur  expunging 
the  resolution  to  which  the  protest  has  reference.  The 
people  have  an  undoubted  right  to  express  their  opin- 
ions and  wishcA,  in  the  form  of  petitions  and  memnrialst 
hut  the  Preuil'-nt,  as  such,  has  no  right  to  notice  the 
proceedings  of  any  other  branch  of  the  Government  in 
the  furm  of  a  protest.  It  is  no  part  of  the  functions  or 
privileges  of  executive  power  to  review  and  rebuke  the 
proceedings  of  the  legislative  or  judicial  branches  of  the 
Government.  The  aspect  which  the  whole  subjecl  as- 
sumes in  contemplating  (his  resson,  is  that  of  retaliation. 
It  looks  like  offering  an  indignity  to  this  body,  by  way  of 
compenaating  the  alight  of  executive  power. 

The  seventh  and  emith  reasons  may  be  claased  togeth- 
er, and  resolve  themselvea  into  the  general  all^tion  that 
the  said  resolve  was  inopportune,  of  ^vil  example,  and 
dangerous  precedentj  all  of  which,  being  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  opinion,  about  which  a  fair  diflerence  might  arise, 
could  furnish  no  reason  for  expunging  the  resolve,  how 
ever  it  might  be  urged  as  a  reason  for  passing  a  counter- 
resolution.  We  have  tbua,  sir,  gnne  through  thera  all, 
and  do  not  find  one  which  justifies  the  conclusion  that 
the  resolution  should  be  expunged.  And  if  they  do  not 
singly  support  that  conclusion,  they  cannot  do  it  collect- 
ively. A  thousand  bad  reasons  have  no  more  force  than 
one.  We  may  say,  then,  of  this  preamble,  what  waa 
said  of  Gratiano's  reasoning:  **  Graliano  speaks  an  infi- 
nite deal  of  nothing}  more  than  any  man  in  all  Venicei  his 
reasons  are  aa  two  grains  of  wheat  hid  in  two  bushels  of 
chaflTi  you  shall  seek  all  day  ere  you  find  them,  and 
when  you  hsve  them  they  are  nut  worth  the  aeareh." 

But  it  is  said  the  Senate  had  no  right  to  pass  such  a 
resolution;  (hat  it  cannot  be  jiiRiified  asthe  fair  exercise 
of  any  one  of  its  powers.  Still,  it  may  be  answered,  it  is 
a  fact  tlmt  such  a  resolution  was  adopted,  and  (he  objec< 
tion  involves  a  mere  difference  of  opiniofi,  which  cannot 
be  a  reason  for  destroying  the  evidence  of  (he  fact.  But 
Bs  to  the  right  itself,  1  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its 
existence,  when  the  subject  is  fully  understood.  The 
Senate,  under  the  constitution,  ha\varioua  powers — legis- 
lativ,  judicial,  and  executive.  I'he  error  lies  in  at- 
tempting to  discover  and  explain  the  right  to  pass  rach 
a  resolution  in  (he  exercise  of  any  of  these  powers. 

Ttie  object  of  all  these  powers  is  the  modification  of 
some  ancial  or  political  right.  But  (he  Senate  is  a  delib- 
erative body,  and,  as  such,  must  have  opinions,  and  ex- 
press tiftm.  It  is  the  inherent  right  and  property  of 
every  deliberative  assembly  to  have  and  express  opinion^ 
which  only  can  be  done  by  resolution.  A  resolution  of 
thanks  eatinut  be  (raced  to  any  one  of  these  powersi 
neither  can  a  resolution  of  condulencet  and  yet  no  one 
ever  doubted  the  right  to  pass  either  the  one  ur  (he  oth- 
er, ir  it  were  necessary  to  resort  to  the  constitution  for 
any  express  or  implied  authority,  it  might  be  found  in 
the  seventh  section  of  the  fourth  article,  which,  in  its 
last  paragrspb,  supposes  that  there  are  other  resolutions 
than  legislative  actp,  ur  such  ss  require  the  concurrence 
of  both  Houses.  But  the  very  institution  of  a  delibera- 
tive assembly,  in  the  nature  of  things,  supposes  and  in- 
volves the  existence  of  opinions  and  the  right  of  express- 
ing them.  The  powers  of  such  an  aucmbly,  or,  in  oth- 
er words,  the  control  which  it  may  <  xercise  oier  the 
social  or  political  rights  oftithtrs,isa  very  different  mat- 
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t<;r,  and  dependa  on  lite  proriiioni  of  the  eonititulion  ! 
which  it  existence.    But  ti  it  nut  aomewhwt  re- 

nurkable  that  those  who  make  the  objection  do  not  per* 
ceive  that  litis  very  expunginfp  resolution  which  thej  ad- 
Tocate  preiuppoira  the  riglit.*  If  the  Senate  liaa  no 
ri^ht  to  pasa  any  resolution  but  such  ai  can  be  traced  to 
one  of  those  powers*  what  right  hai  it  to  pass  this  ex- 

fiunfciiig  resolution?  Into  tiich  absurdilieft  sir,  will  men 
iill  when  they  seek  to  sustain,  by  reasoniiiff,  a  false  po- 
sition. The  right,  then,  to  pass  such  a  resolution  I  lake 
(o  be  unqueslionsblr,  and  the  exercise  of  it  may  be,  at 
times,  htglJy  expedient,  as  a  check  or  caution  to  the 
wantonnesi  or  heedlessness  uf  executlre  power,  and  st  a 
ineanire  short  of  imprachmrnt.  But,  sir,  what  is  im- 
peachment? A  farce,  a  nullity!  [|  is,  like  the  case  of 
the  electoral  colleges,  an  abortion.  There  is  little  dan- 
ger to  be  apprcLended  but  from  a  popular  President) 
and  the  very  fact  of  his  bf  ing  such,  under  the  party  or- 
gariization  of  thts  country,  supposes  tliefact  tliat  he  issus- 
tsined  and  supported  by  t  majority  of  the  body  in  whom 
the  impeaching  power  resides.  I  m'ght  here,  air,  con- 
clude what  I  wished  to  say  tn  relation  to  the  matter  now 
depending  before  the  Senate,  having,  as  I  think,  estab- 
lialied  two  propnsit'tons,  which  cover  the  whole  ground: 
first,  that  the  Senate,  as  a  deliberative  assembly,  had  the 
right  10  pass  the  resohilion  of  March  28,  1834;  and,  sec- 
otidly,  that,  whether  true  or  not  in  point  of  fact,  we 
have  no  right  to  expunge  it,  because  the  jmirnal  is,  by 
Uie  ornotiiuiion,  a  permanent  record.  I  wdl  further  in- 
eidehtftlly  remwk  that,  if  the  right  of  ezpunolion  cxiMs, 
and  is  to  be  established  by  this  precedent,  then  a  sub&e- 
qent  Senate  may  expunge  this  expunging  resolution) 
and  si>,  in  all  time  to  erne,  these  succt  SMve  expunctions 
mayftcrve  to  indicate  the  tritimpli  pr  defeat  of  the  re- 
apeclive  pnliiical  parlies  of  the  country.  But  an  at- 
tempt has  been  mude  to  sustain  this  measure  byi  resort 
to  precedents.  Sir,  precedents  are  of  no  anthority  when 
oppiist-d  tt>  a  clear,  a^cerlained,  Beitle<l  principle.  Thty 
are  reaoHcfl  tn  in  duubtlul  cshc,  and  oiieii  to  avoid  the  ! 
force  of  iirinciple.  it  is  easier,  at  all  timrx,  to  lolluw 
prtcrdrnis  ihaniu  reason-  But,  sir,  bbnveall  tilings  pre- 
ced(  lilt  drHwn  from  a  period  of  revoltit  on,  such  an  iliat 
rel'rried  tn  by  !lie  Senator  from  Virginta,  [Mr.  Hives,] 
■re  of  no  wt-i){ht  'D  a  lime  of  profound  tranquillity,  when 
security  ami  leisure  give  nppurluniiy  for  rt  flection.  It 
may  be  very  exf^dient,  in  a  moment  uf  utis*  ttled  govern- 
ment and  of  violence,  tuiuppreKS  the  evidence  of  a  partic- 
ular pn  ceeding;  but  ODC  CKiild  searci  Ijrrtly  upnn  such 
auihnrily  f  r  a  warrant  to  currupl  a  coiibliiuiuinal  record  ' 
in  mumrniB  nf  si  curily  anrl  regultr  government.  And 
yet  such  is  llie  cliaracicr  of  tlie  Senator's  domestic  pre* 
cedent.  As  to  his  English  precedents,  ihry  are  of  no 
value  on  a  question  like  Ihi^  which  does  not  depend  on 
general  parliamentary  practice,  but  on  the  express  pro- 
visions  of  a  written  constiluiion,  which  has  directed  the 
keeping  of  a  journal,  and  contemplates  that  journal  as  a 
permanent  record. 

I  am  warned  by  the  1alenes<i  of  the  hour  that  it  is  time 
to  lake  leave  of  die  subject;  but,  sir,  before  1  lake  my 
seat,  I  cannut  forbear  to  ofler  a  few  remarks  on  some  of 
the  opinions  and  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  [Hr.  Rivxs]  snd  others.  We  have  been 
told  by  that  Senator  that  tl;e  Senate  is  tn  arislocratical 
feature  of  the  Government)  that  it  is  the  citsdel  of  that 
aristocratic  ppirit  which  seeks  to  ride  on  the  necks  ofihe 
people.  What  purpose,  vir,  is  thts  sentiment  to  answer? 
is  it  to  break  down  the  Senate?  To  brinr  it  into  con- 
^tempt  and  odtum  with  the  people'  But,  first,  sir,  let  lu 
■  inquire  into  the  fact.  Aristocracy  in  America!  Where 
are  its  elements,  where  its  means  and  appliances?  Here, 
sir,  where  the  wheel  of  fortune  ia  perpetually  revolving! 
where  the  poor  man  of  to^ay  becomes  the  rich  man  of  tov 
niorrovt  and  no  one  cm  tell,  wbaterer  bis  present  actual 


property,  that  his  grandson  may  not  be  compelUd  to 
e<trn  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow)  where  polilical 
rights  are  equals  and  tbe  avenue*  to  wealth  and  honor 
opea  to  every  man,  where  the  laws  and  customs  of  the 
country  guara  no  man's  inheritance  in  a  settled  course 
of  descent,  but  break  up  and  distribute  in  various  rivu' 
lets  that  wealth  which  may  have  been  dammed  up  in  tbe 
course  of  temporary  accumulation;  I  say,  sir,  here,  and 
under  such  circumstances,  to  talk  uf  aristocracy  is  anin- 
iuU  to  the  common  sense  of  the  community.  1  see,  sir, 
a  practical  refutation  of  this  sentiment  in  the  persons  of 
tbe  distinguished  men  by  whom  I  am  surrounded.  To 
what  patronage  were  they  indebted  for  the  honorable 
distinction  which  they  have  attained?  To  what  do  they 
owe  their  elevation  and  the  high  consideration  in  which 
tlu'y  are  held  by  the  whole  country,  but  lu  the  unaided 
efTuriB  of  their  own  abilities?  Why,  sir,  you  find  in  the 
person  of  your  Chief  Magistrate  another  striking  proof  of 
its  error.  A  poor  boy,  for  so  I  believe  the  story  run^ 
cufTtrd  during  the  revolutitmarywsr  by  a  British  officer 
for  not  performing  some  menial  office,  wins  his  way  to 
the  highest  honors  of  the  republic,  aitd  comes  to  preude 
over  the  destinies  of  a  great  people;  '*  bids  tbe  Romans 
mark  him,  and  write  hit  speeches  in  (heir  books."  Sir, 
the  term  is  a  mere  catchword,  or,  to  use  the  metaphor 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  "a  mere  tinkling 
bell,  to  bring  together  a  rabble  of  ideas  which  overwheta 
all  reasoning." 

One  of  the  strongeat  objections  I  hare  had  to  (be 
course  of  the  present  administration  has  been,  its  con- 
stant effort  to  array  the  different  portions  of  society 
against  each  other,  and  its  habit  of  appealing  for  support 
tn  the  worst  pa»'ons  and  prejudices  of  our  nature. 
When  1  heard  the  diHlinguished  Senator  frum  Virginia 
[Hr.  HiTxs]  a  few  days  since,  in  the  debate  on  the 
Treasury  circular,  declare  that  be  did  not  belong  to 
that  class  of  poliiiciana  who  divided  aociety  horixontally, 
but  rather  perpendicularly,  into  classes  who  mutti:<lly 
Sustained  and  supported  each  other,  1  Dioughl  I  perct  ived 
the  dawn  of  a  better  state  of  things,  and  t  fell  grateful  to 
him,  sir,  for  ihe  sentiment)  but  alas!  sir,  I  fear  that  it  was 
but  a  trmporary  impulse  of  sound  feeling,  thai  must  sub* 
side  before  the  policy  of  the  parly. 

To  test  Ihe  soundne«a  of  titis  opinion,  let  us  fur  a  mo> 
ment  cctnaider  the  nature  of  this  Government,    It  is  em- 
phatically a  Goi-ernment,  as  contradislineuished  from  a 
confederacy,  Iimiied  in  its  powers,  though  suprenne 
witttin  its  sphere)  the  lefrislative  powers  being  vested  in 
a  CnngreiiSf  compofecd  of  tbe  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives.   The  people,  being  the  source  of  all  pow- 
er, elect,  either  immediately  or  medialely,  their  repre- 
sentatives; immediately  in  the  instance  or  the  Houae  of 
Representatives,  mediately  in  Ihe  instance  of  the  Senate. 
We  are  all,  sir,  the  rcprcsentaiivea  of  the  people,  though 
chosen  after  a  different  manner.    I  claim,  sir,  to  be  not 
the  immediate  but  the  general  re preaenl alive  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  as  I  hold  that  Senator  to  be  the  general  rep- 
resentative of  Delaware;  and  I,  for  one,  thank  Virginia 
for  having  sent  so  able  and  distinguished  a  representative 
of  our  common  interests.    The  more  permanent  charac- 
ter of  the  representation  in  this  body  ia  a  check  imposed 
by  the  peupletherotelveaontheirown  action.  Tbe  whole 
system  is  one  uf  checks  and  balances.    The  two  Houses 
of  Congressare  mutual  checks  on  each  other.    The  Sen- 
ale  may  fairly  be  presumed  to  be  the  more  grave  and  ae- 
date  body,  from  the  general  fact  of  possessing  less  of  youth 
and  its  attributes;  alihnugh,  sir,  to  be  sure,  there  are  some 
veterans  in  the  other  House,  as  well  as  some  youthful 
aspirants  in  this.    The  ancient  Germans,  wr,  who  car- 
ried among  the  nations  whom  they  conquered  their  no- 
tions of  civil  polity,  were  in  the  habit  uf  arguing  every 
question  twice,  oitce  at  their  carousals,  probably  drusikt 
and  once  sober,  that  there  might  be  in  their  councils  a 
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due  degiree  orvhracity  and  deliberation.  The  nme  idea 
miy  be  tuppoaed  to  be  carried  out  in  our  institmioni, 
though  the  requisite  attribute!  may  not  be  Insured  by 
the  same  mrana.  In  claiming,  air,  for  thia  body  the  at> 
tribute  of  deliberation,  I  do  not  mean  to  aay  that  we  are 
bj  eontndtatinetion  the  tober  body. 

The  constitution  wbfch  baa  eatablithed  Ibia  qratem  of 
goremment  wai  the  peaceable  and  delibeaate  work  of 
the  people.  It  wat  not,  air,  the  result  of  accident,  or  of 
«  Btru^le  Tor  pDlilical  power  between  different  ordera 
ofaociety.  To  find  fault,  then,  with  the  Senate  ia  to 
Impeach  the  wiadom  and  intelligence  of  the  people  them, 
•elvea.  It  is  Ihey  who,  in  adoptinff  the  Federal  eonsti- 
tulion,  have  said  tbat  the  Senate  shall  be  organised  as  we 
And  it,  have  preaciibed  the  mode  of  its  election,  and 
Briventoitthecharacteror greater  permanency.  Butrir,  I 
ask  again,  what  is  the  mesningof  tliiasentimenf  Are  we 
to  be  prepared  for  reducing  the  Government  to  a  unit, 
aa  we  have  been  told  that  the  cabinet  should  be  one^  Is 
it  intended  to  blot  out  (he  component  parts  of  this  sys- 
tem, and  reduce  the  Government  to  the  simple  relatiun 
of  the  Prrildent  and  the  people^  In  the  message  of  1833 
the  Supreme  Coqrt  waa  assailed,  and  iti  authority,  as  the 
interpreter  of  the  constitution,  deniedi  and  now,  sir,  we 
are  told  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Baaroa]  that 
the  President  has  corrected  and  repealed  the  decition  of 
that  court  in  relation  lo  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States)  and  tlia%  in  his  opinion,  all  thatre< 
mains  to  be  done  is  to  issue  an  audita  qtterella  lo  ascer- 
tain the  fiwt,  have  it  entered  on  the  record,  and  the  judg- 
ment rereraed.  Here  ia  at  ones  a  new  attribute  of 
power,  and  a  most  extraordinary  mode  of  proceeding. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  are  told  by  the  Senator  from 
Vir^oia  that  the  Senate  is  the  citadel  of  that  aristocratic 
•pint  which  seeks  to  ride  on  the  necks  of  the  people. 
If  the  Senator  merely  means  that  this  language  is  de- 
scriptive of  himself  and  his  friends,  be  it  so.  I  cannot 
quarrel  with  what  he  may  deem  Just  and  proper  as  lo 
them,  though  I  should  have  been  backward  myaelf  in  ao 
characterising  themi  but,  sir,  I  uitcly  ^>tif  justice 
and  propriety  as  applicable  to  myttW,  or  those  with 
whom  1  have  the  honor  and  the  happiness  to  act.  In  re- 
lation to  this  Government,  I  and  m^  immediate  constit- 
uents, and  I  believe  a  great  majority  of  the  American 
people,  are  conaen-stives.  We  go  for  the  Government 
aa  it  ia.  We  wiab  to  preserve  the  system  of  Federal  and 
Stale  Goremments  aa  it  was  established  by  the  wiadom 
of  oar  ancestors.  **  We  sak  no  change,  and,  least  of 
all,  Mcb  changes  aa  they  would  bring  us."  In  this  sys- 
tem we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  betngi  and  as  we 
were  the  first  to  adopt  the  constitution,  we  shall  be  the 
Isst  to  abandon  it.  We  have  heard  much  about  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Executive,  and  liave  even  been  advised  to  look 
to  that  source  for  the  initiative  of  certain  measures.  To 
niy  mind,  all  this  is  of  a  piece  with  that  exaggerated  and 
false  conception  of  executive  power  and  eoniequence 
which  has  characterised  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
and  his  advisers.  The  executive  power  which  repre- 
sents (he  common  force  of  society  i\  in  every  just  the- 
ory, and  in  the  nature  of  things,  inferior  to  the  legisla- 
tive poaer,  which  is  the  rrpresentative  of  the  common 
intelligence  and  the  common  will,  and  that,  too,  prrcisc* 
ly  ill  the  degree  In  which  brute  force  ii  'mmior  to  reason. 
It  n  the  buainesa  of  the  Present  to  execute  the  laws, 
not  to  mske  them.  The  policy  of  the  Ezreutive! 
Who  charged  the  President  with  the  care  of  the  gen- 
eral welfare?  What  business  hashe  with  any  policy  dis- 
tinct from  the  policy  of  the  law '  The  prosperity  of  a 
great  and  civilised  people  depends  on  the  laws,  and 
not  on  Ibe  will  of  the  Executive.  Sir,  I  regret  to  hear 
such  optntona  expressed.  1  trust  in  God  Ihey  will  not 
prevail  in  this  coantryt  for,  to  my  mind,  thry  are  in 
uireot  hoatllitj  with  thit  tooe  of  imnly  uid  independ- 


ent feeling  which  ahould  characterize  a  nation  of  free- 
men. 

In  opening  the  subject  of  this  expunging  resolution, 
the  Senator  fmm  Missouri  [Mr.  Bemtos]  has  seen  lit  to 
entertain  us  with  •  magnificent  eulogy  on  the  merits  of 
the  President.  This,  no  doubt,  was  a  very  fit  intreduc 
ttun  to  the  measure  which  ia  proposed,  and  may  perhapa 
serve  to  indicate  its  uhimate  aim  and  purpoae.  He  has 
been  described  at  one  time  as  teaching  the  aaucy  Britons 
a  lesson  of  humility  from  behind  the  cotton  bags  of  New 
Orleans,  and  at  another  rebuking  with  the  thunder  of 
American  cannon  the  savages  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  "  be* 
striding  the  narrow  world  like  a  Colossus."  Not  con- 
tent with  this  plenitude  of  militsrj  fame,  he  has  been 
endued  with  all  civic  virtues  snd  superhuman  a^acily. 
While  listening  to  this  strain  of  aduiatiun,  every  sober- 
minded  individual  must  have  involuntarily  exclaimed,  with 
Casnuf,  **  Now,  in  the  namea  of  all  the  gods  at  once, 
upon  what  meat  doih  thia  our  Csesar  feed,  that  he  is 
grown  BO  greats  "  Si',  I  am  not  disposed  to  deny  his 
real  merits,  or  lo  withhold  my  gratitude  for  his  real  ser- 
vices. He  has,  sir,  rendered  good  service  to  hia  coun- 
try, and  well  has  that  country  repaid  him  for  it.  But 
(hat  service  was  in  a  military,  not  in  a  civil  capacity. 

Much  hns,  as  usual,  been  said  about  the  people,  and 
the  people's  friends,  and  an  impression  is  attempted  to 
be  given  that  those  who  support  thia  administration  are 
alone  the  friends  of  the  people.  Who  sre  they  that 
thus  arrogantly  talk  about  the  people,  as  If  (bey  belonged 
to  some  superior  order?  The  people's  friends,  indeedl 
The  people,  air,  aUnd  in  need  of  no  friendst  they  are 
the  Bovercignsi  it  is  Ihey  who  dispense  their  smiles  and 
their  favors)  and  it  would  be  much  more  becoming  and 
seemly  to  apeak  of  the  people  as  being  one's  friend  than 
of  one's  self  as  being  the  friend  of  ttie  people.  There  is, 
to  be  sure,  one  point  of  view  In  which  ihe  supporters  of 
this  administration,  I  mean  (hoae  in  office,  may  be  con- 
sidered the  friends  of  the  people.  It  is  the  same  in 
which  the  licentiate,  tn  Gil  Bbi^  ia  termed  and  consid- 
ered himself  the  friend  of  the  poor,  and  who  proved  his 
friendship  by  eonauming  their  revenues. 

The  aid  of  public  opinion  haa  been  invoked  in  relation 
to  this  measure,  and  we  are  told  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  that  the  people  have  rendered  their  verdicr, 
and  he  demands  judgment  and  execution.  When  and 
how,  wr,  was  the  issue  made  upF  The  res«^ution  of 
March,  1834,  was  adopted  after  Ibe  hst  presidential 
electiontbut  this  notion  of  s  verdict  is  gathered  from  the 
fact  of  the  continued  ascendency  of  the  party  and  the 
reaolves  of  some  State  Legislatutea.  Can  any  tiling  be 
more  preposterous  than  the  assumption  (hat  a  majority 
of  the  people,  liking  the  man,  in  yielding  to  him  their 
support,  are  to  be  understood  as  approving  o'f  every 
thing  tbat  be  saya  and  doea,  and  disapproving  ai  evei  y 
thing  that  is  said  or  done  against  himt  As  well  might  it 
be  contended,  on  (he  same  ground,  that  because  General 
Jackfion  amokes  a  pipe,  the  verdict  of  the  people  bs* 
established  that  it  is  right  and  proper  to  use  tobacco, 
and  that  the  legitimate  mode  of  doing  so  ia  by  smoking 
it  in  an  earthen  pipe. 

But  all  thif,  sir,  is  apart  from  Ihe  main  question.  We 
are  called  upon  to  expunge  a  resolution  from  our  jour- 
nal, to  suppress  the  evidence  of  s  fact,  to  faWfy  a  rec- 
ord! If  the  right  to  do  so  were  a  matter  of  doubt 
merely,  it  would  be  the  part  of  a  prudent  and  conscien- 
tious man  to  pause.  Let  not,  I  pray,  sir,  the  excite- 
ment of  parly  spirit  hurry  thia  body  (o  enact  which  iaa 
clear  infraction  of  the  constitution  i  be  satisfied  with  a 
counter-resolution,  expreaaiiig  in  aa  atrong  terms  aa  you 
please  your  approbation  of  Ihe  Preaident^  conduct,  and 
your  repugnance  to  (he  resolution  of  the  38th  of  March, 
1834,  but  do  not  let  us  inflict  another  wound  upon  the 
grett  eharter  of  our  Union.  Beljr  upon  H,  rii;  tbat  If 
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the  frenzy  of  party  spirit,  or  any  olher  molivr,  shall  lead 
you  to  do  this  deed,  you  will  find  yourselves  in  the  con- 
dition of  a  homicide,  wtio,  having  exhausted  his  malice 
in  a  deed  of  violence,  recoils  with  horror  and  remorse 
from  the  victim  of  h<9  passion. 

When  Mr.  Batahd  had  concluded, 

Mr.  HKNDRICKS  rose  and  said  that,  at  this  late  hour 
of  itie  day,  it  would  be  out  of  place  to  attempt  an  arni- 
ment  or  a  speech  to  the  Senate;  and  sucli  was  not  his 
purpose,  in  Ihe  few  words  he  liad  at  present  to  say.  It 
had  been  his  intention,  some  time  ago,  to  have  troubled 
the  Senate  with  his  views  somewhat  at  large  on  the  sub- 
j  eel ;  but  he  would  content  himself  now  with  saying  a 
very  few  words;  and  this  was  perhaps  necessary,  owing 
to  the  peculiar  position  he  occupied  in  relation  to  the 
proposition  before  the  Senate.  It  would  be  recollected 
that  he  had  voted  against  the  resolution  of  1834,  so  much 
complained  of,  the  resolution  which  it  wai  now  proposed 
to  expunge  from  the  journals  of  the  Seiute.  He  did  so 
for  many  of  the  reasons  contained  in  Ihe  preamble  to  the 
resolution  now  on  our  tables.  In  some  of  the  reasons 
however,  contained  in  that  preamble,  he  did  not  concur, 
and  of  course  could  not  vote  fur  it.  For  some  of  Ihe 
reasons  contained  in  it  he  could  most  cheerfully  vote. 
Mo  member  of  the  Senate  more  than  himself  (said  Hr. 
H.)  regretted  the  passage  of  that  resoluUon.  No  one 
could  nave  been  more  opposed  to  it.  He  viewed  it  as 
•Q  apple  of  discord  set  in  motion;  a  firebrand  thrown  into 
the  community,  calculated  to  do  more  harm  than  any  other 
measure  proposed  at  that  eventful  session}  and  he  now 
believed  that  it  had  done  more  harm  in  exciting  party 
spirit  to  its  present  dangerous  height  than  any  other 
measure  which  could  have  been  propcwed*  The  dan^r 
apprehended  to  the  conalitution  by  this  wit  of  expunging 
(aaid  Mr.  H.)  is  a  natural  consequence  of  the  measure  of 
1834t  as  much  so  as  that  one  act  of  violence  should  suc- 
ceed another.  A  party  in  power  to-day,  and  who  shall 
use  that  power  indiscreetly,  will  be  sure  to  irieet  with  re- 
taliation, as  soon  as  the  opposite  party  shall  triumph. 
Hence  violent  mtasurea  of  this  kina  are  as  sure  to  suc- 
ceed each  other^  in  the  mutalioni  of  party  power,  as  ef- 
fect la  to  follow  cause. 

Much,  however,  ■■  he  was  opposed  to  the  resululion 
of  1834^  he  could  not  vote  to  expunge  it  from  the 
journals.  That  was  a  question,  in  his  opiitiun,  having 
nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  or  deiperits  of  the  original 
proposition.  The  question  before  the  Senate  was  one 
of  power  to  expunge  the  journal,  no  matter  what  iournal 
It  might  be.  Be  thought  no  such  power  existed  in  the 
Senate,  nor  any  where  elae;  and  bia  oath  to  support  the 
conalitution  of  the  United  Statea  was  imperative,  and  pro- 
hibited him  from  giving  any  such  vote,  whatever  msy 
have  been  bis  opinion  of  the  resolution  proposed  to  be 
expunged.  It  was,  in  ^is  view  of  the  constitution,  as 
much  a  duly  to  keep  and  preserve  the  journala  of  un- 
constitutional proceedings,  if  such  there  be,  as  uf  any 
other.  Our  constituents  have  as  mucli  riglit  to  know  our 
bad  acta  aa  our  good  ones;  becauae  it  u  for  these  they 
will  call  UB  to  account;  and  it  would  be  strange  doctrine, 
that  we  could  shield  ourselves  from  responsibility  by 
expunging  the  journals.  The  argument,  then,  of  llie 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  thai  the  resolution  of  1834 
was  unconstitulional,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  expunged, 
did  not  in  the  least  relieve  his  mind.  He  understood, 
to<^  that  this  was  the  baaia  of  the  voleaof  olher  membera 
of  the  Senate  in  ftvor  of  cxpunpnr.  Much  ai  he  dis- 
approved of  the  resolution  of  183^  he  believed  that  it 
WM  constitutitmal,  and  that  it  was  such  a  proposition  as 
the  Senate  might  entertain  and  adopt.  He  saw  nothing 
uneonstitutionitl  about  it.  It  might,  or  it  mi^ht  nut,  be 
considered  an  abstract  proposition.  It  had,  indeed,  re- 
mained as  a  mere  declaratory  expression  of  the  Senate, 
but  it  might  have  been  the  basis  of  legislation.  Whether 


it  be  true  or  false  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  Thofe  wiio 
voted  fuF  it  unqueationably  believed  ita  affirmatuma 
to  tje  true.  They  believed  that  the  President  had,  in 
relation  to  the  revenue,  exercised  authority  and  power 
not  conferred  by  the  conalitution  and  lawp,  but  in  dero- 
gation  of  both.  He,  who  voted  against  it,  believed  lhat 
Ihe  authority  and  power  exercised  by  Ihe  President  was 
not  in  derogation  of  the  oonslitutiun  and  laws;  and,  bow- 
ever  much  he  dissented  on  the  ground  of  expediency 
from  that  which  had  been  done,  he  never  dotibted  the 
conatitutional  and  legal  power  of  the  President  to  do 
what  he  did. 

It  had  been  said  (continued  Mr.  H.)  that  the  reaulu. 
lion  of  1834  contains  impeachable  matter  againat  the 
President,  and  that,  on  tins  account,  it  is  not  entitled  to 
a  place  on  the  journals,  lie  did  nut  think,  however, 
lhat  it  contained  iay  impeachable  matter.  It  charged  no 
evil  or  corrupt  intention,  which  waa  the  essential  ii^rc- 
dient  of  impeachable  mailer.  He  referred  to  the  caae  of 
Peck's  trial  before  the  Senate,  and  slated  that  the  ab- 
sence of  proof  of  corrupt  intention  was  the  basia  of  his 
acquittal  by  the  Senate.  This  hsd  been  the  reason  of  his 
own  vote  of  acquittal;  and  this,  he  had  good  reaaon,lo  be* 
lieve,  was  the  basis  of  voles  of  acquitlal  generally. 

In  voting  against  expunging,  be  did  not  vote  to  affirm 
the  truth  of  the  resolution  of  1834.  He  had  already 
stated  the  revene.  He  believed  lhat  the  President  bad 
the  power,  whatever  he  might  think  of  iu  exercise,  un- 
der the  circumslaaces  of  that  case.  But  bis  opinion  that 
the  resolution  proposed  to  be  expunged  was  and  is  un- 
true, had  nothing  to  do  with  his  duty  in  the  present  caae, 
and  could  not,  in  any  degree,  influence  his  vole.  The 
Senate  had  no  power  to  expunge  the  journals.  He 
couM,  without  the  least  difficulty,  vote  upon  the  journals 
of  the  preaent  Kision  a  resolution  to  rescind  Uiat  of 
1834,  or  to  affirm  a  contrar)^  proposition.  This,  while 
it  would  clearly  aasert  the  opinion  uf  the  Senate  in  rela- 
tion to  the  prcceedinga  of  1834,  would  not  obliterate  the 
journals  of  that  day,  and  would  have  all  the  efieot  of  the 
mode  proposed. 

Hr.  H.  here  referred  to  Ihe  constitution,  wliich  aayi 
that  •*  each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  ita  proceed- 
ings^ and  from  time  to  time  publish  the  same,  excepiioK 
auch  parts  aa  may  in  their  opinion  require  secrecy,"  ana 
said  that  the  obligations  of  his  oath  to  aupport  tlie  con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates  made,  in  his  conscience 
and  judgment,  his  duty  on  the  present  occasion  clear  and 
imperative.    The  constitution  required  the  journal  to  be 
kept.    He  could  not  vote  to  deslruy*  or  expunge,  or  ob- 
literate it.   But  it  ia  contended  (said  Mr.  U.^  that  the 
bUck  lines  proposed  to  be  drawn  around  the  journal  of 
1834  will  not  expunge  it  in  realitv;  that  tbey  will  take 
nothing  away  from  it    It  will  not,  however,  be  contend- 
ed that  writing  the  words  required  to  be  written  acroaa 
the  face  of  it  will  not  deface,  and,  lo  a  certain  extent, 
obliterate  it.    But  suppose  these  black  lines  and  this 
writing  upon  the  jvurnal  of  1834  takes  nothing  away 
from  that  journal,  it  will  surely  not  be  denied  Uiat  m  nw^ 
terial  add'ition  will  be  made  to  it.    The  eonatilution  re- 
quires tlie  journal  lo  be  published,  but  how  waa  Ibis  to 
be  published?   Could  it  be  published  as  Hie  journal  of 
1834^   No.    That  hsd  been  published  three  yeara  ago. 
There  were  in  thit  publication  no  black  lines;  no  writing 
across  Ihe  bee  of  the  record.    If  you  publish  it  sub  i  be 
journal  of  183^  you  falsify  Ihe  former  publication.  You 
cannot  publish  it  aa  the  Journal  of  1837,  because  it  is  tbe 
journal  of  1834.   There,  and  there  only,  are  tbe  bbck 
linea  and  labelluus  writing  to  be  found.    No  page  of  the 
journal  of  1837  conti^ns  any  thing  like  it.    In  what 
shape,  or  furm,  or  manner,  then,  will  you  obey  the  in- 
junction of  the  constitution,  in  publishing  Ihe  journal  of 
these  proceedings'  The  truth  ia,  (said  Mr.  II.,)  the  more 
we  hwk  at  tbta  Qiing,  the  more  difficulty  we  must  ace  ia 
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iti  the  more  certainly  will  it  appear  to  be  a  proceeding 
not  contemplated  by  tTie  constitution,  bub  incompatible 
with  it.  It  makei  a  oaie  which,  in  the  rimpl*  publica- 
tion of  the  journala*  the  conatitulioa  will  not  wamnt  or 
defend. 

Mr.  STRANGE  said:  I  am  not  unconKiout  of  the  dis- 
ftdnuitaces  under  which  I  labor,  in  addrenii^  the  Senate 
«t  tbii  Uta  periodi  but  it  hag  been  properly  remarked, 
in  the  coune  of  thia  debate  that  we  ere  engaged  in  no 
ephemeral  transaction;  that  ihia  night's  work  is  not  to 
pass  away  with  the  occaaion;  it  is  not  to  he  oonMgned  at 
once  "  lo  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets,"  with  things  unwor- 
thy of  remembrance.  All  connected  with  the  matter 
under  coniidention  are  doomed  to  immortality,  for  good 
or  for  evilf  and  aa  it  Is  my  destiny  and  my  parpoee  to  ap- 
propriate a  bumble  leaf  from  this  bdeless  wrealb,  to 
rescue  from  oblivion  a  name  which  would  otherwise  be 
forgotten  when  the  individual  who  bears  it  shall  cease  to 
breathe,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation  uf  my 
course,  not  with  the  vain  hope  of  their  being  as  itnmor- 
tal  as  the  act  ihey  accompany,  but  merely  for  the  tempo- 
rary satisfaction  of  my  personal  acquaintances.  I  am 
»ware  that  this  aubject  has  been  treated  with  singular 
afaintj  on  both  jridee  of  this  hall,  and  may,  perhaps  be 
Iboi^t  exhausted;  but  as,  in  some  respect^  my  views  dif- 
fer considerably  from  any  I  have  heretofore  heard  ad- 
vanced, I  Uke  the  liberty  of  offering  them.  It  is  the 
more  proper  I  ^ould  do  so,  as,  in  a  motion  I  ahall  take 
occawon  to  make  before  I  sit  down,  I  might  otherwise 
subject  myself  lo  the  misapprehension  both  of  friends  and 
tota,  (without  meaning,  however,  to  use  the  latter  tern 
Id  its  most  offensive  sense.) 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  who  discoursed  so 
eloquently  upon  this  subject  the  other  day,  was  pleased 
to  say,  facetiously,  that  those  who  vote  for  this  expunging 
resolution  wiH  be  placed  on  •*abad  eminence,"  dam- 
ned to  a  fame  like  that  of  Eratoitratui,  who  destroyed 
iiy  &re  one  of  the  seven  wonders  of  the  world,  the  Ephe- 
«an  temple  of  Diana;  and  doubtless  the  same  wild  fancy 
whiofa  led  htm  to  thia  condurion  has  pictured  for  hink- 
•elf  and  lua  assocbtea  a  etassic  reputation  like  that  of  the 
celebrated  Roman  conspirators,  who  slew  a  Cesar  in  the 
Capitol.  Happily,  however,  the  latter  parallel  fails  in 
most  important  particulars;  for  the  ancients  actually 
wrought  the  physical  death  of  a  usurper,  while  the  reod- 
ema  uve  only  attempted  the  mml  death  oi  a  patriot. 

1  regret  that  thoie  who  framed  the  preamble  affixed 
to  this  retohition  have  thought  proper  to  make  it  bo 
long,  not  on  account  of  its  having  furni^ed  a  subject  of 
wit  to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  hut  because  it  his 
already  thrown  difficulties  in  the  way  of  some,  and  is  still 
likely  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of  myself,  and 
others  friendly  to  the  resolution  itself.  That  delicate 
madiine,  the  human  mind,  formed  by  an  invisible  hand, 
is  exceedingly  subtile  in  ita  operations,  and  like  tlie 
.watches  which  occupied  the  attcation  oTtbat  great  mon- 
ueb,  Charles  V,  of  Germany,  after  his  retiiement  from 
the  cares  of  empire,  no  two  will  operate  precisely  alike. 
Many  minds  may  come  to  a  similar  conclusion;  but  in 
the  processes  by  which  they  arrive  at  it  will  probably  all 
vary  in  a  greater  or  less  d^ree.  This  ia  foun^  to  be 
the  case  in  the  meet  simple  and  familiar  matters,  and  still 
.Dwre  BO  in  those  of  complication  and  rare  occurrence. 
I  wish  aeme  reference  could  have  been  had,  in  framing 
thia  preamble,  to  the  advice  of  a  celebrated  statesman,  to 
•  judge  then  recently  appointed  to  one  of  the  Britidi 
provinces.  "Decide,"  said  he,  "according  to  your 
judgment  of  what  is  right,  but  give  no  reasons  for  your 
decinoo.  Thousands  may  approve  the  one,  who  will  not 
concur  with  you  in  the  other."  Regardless  of  this  pru- 
dent counsel,  many  reasons  are  offered  in  this  preamble 
for  the  olttmate  cmelusioD  that  it  is  r%ht  to  expunge 
from  the  journal     the  Senate  the  lAooxious  rciolutioo 


of  Hardi,  1834 ;  and  among  them  it  is  sUted  that  the 
said  resolution  was  unconstitutional.  In  this  reason  I 
cannot  concur,  because  I  do  not  unite  in  the  opinion  that 
tt  is  founded  in  fact.  I  cannot,  therefore,  conscientiousty 
put  it  forth  in  this  fornul  manner,  as  constituting  a  portion 
of  the  basil  of  an  important  action  in  which  1  am  desirous 
to  unite.  An  act,  according  to  my  understanding,  ia  un- 
constitutional, which  i>  prohibited,  in  express  terms,  by 
the  constitution,  or  which  ia  done  in  tubatantial  omismon 
of  something^  commanded  b;^  it.  Now,  I  do  not  find  in 
the  constitution  any  prohibition  upon  the  Senate  from 
uttering  an  opinion,  collectively  or  individually,  upon 
any  subject  whatsoever.  I  agree  that  the  constitution 
only  expresdijr  authorises  them  to  perform  certain  legis< 
lative,  executive  and  judicial  runetions,  and  prescribea 
the  mode,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  which  they  riiall  per- 
form them,  and  that  a  performance  of  these  acts  in  any 
substantial  disregard  of  this  prescription  would  be  un- 
constitutional, while  all  acts  done,  not  mentioned  or 
distinctly  referred  to  in  the  constitution,  are  done  with- 
out its  warrant.  But,  then,  tlie  constitution  has  not  taken 
away,  so  far  as  the  matter  under  consideration  is  con- 
cerned, that  right  which,  in  a  atate  of  nature,  all  men 
derived  from  the  God  who  made  them,  to  utter  their 
thoughts,  as  individuals  or  collectively,  however  aaMm- 
bled,  upon  things  in  general.  Restrictions  upon  ibh 
privilege  are  certainly  to  he  found  in  the  Divine  law  it- 
self, and  in  the  many  maxims  of  propriety  which  society 
lias,  from  time  to  time,  and  in  various  ways,  laid  down 
for  the  government  of  its  members.  But  I  deny  that  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  has  laid  down  any  re- 
striction applicable  to  the  present  case,  and  would  in 
vain  ask  fur  its  production.  I  know  that,  in  disputing  the 
soundness  of  this  reason  set  forth  in  the  preamble,  I  en- 
counter the  opinions  of  many  wise  men,  for  whom  1  have 
the  profoundest  respect.  But,  while  this  furnishes  me 
with  a  strong  and  only  reason  for  doubi  ing  the  soundness 
of  my  own  view,  it  will  not  juftify  me  in  asserting  that  as 
a  truth  of  which  I  am  not  convinced;  and  still  less  that 
to  whleh  my  own  faeolUes  altogether  refuse  their  assent. 
When  a  man  undertakes  to  assert  any  thing  deliberately, 
he  must  do  so  upon  bis  own  conviction,  ana  not  upon  the 
mere  opinions  or  others.  Those  who  insist  upon  the  un- 
constitutionality of  the  resolution  of  1834,  treat  it  as  an 
actual  impeachment  of  the  President,  without  having 
waited  for  the  accusation  constitutionally  preferred  by 
the  House  of  Reprcaentatives.  If  I  could  admit  or  per- 
ceive the  fact  that  the  resolution  of  1634  wat  an  impnch- 
nr.ent  of  the  President,  in  the  technical  sense  of  that 
word,  I  should  have  no  difficulty  in  uniting  in  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  a  palpable  violation  of  the  constitution. 
But  impeachment,  as  used  in  the  constitution,  is  a  tech- 
nical term,  and  all  that  enters  into  the  technical  idea  em- 
braced in  the  term  must  exist  to  make  it  applicable.  A 
number  of  unauthorized  persons  may  pronounce  a  man 
guilty  of  an  offence,  but  no  one  for  that  reason  would 
say  tliat  he  had  been  tried.  If  a  judge  goes  into  court, 
and,  without  the  finding  of  an  indictment,  or  any  other 
formal  accusation  against  a  person,  directs  an  entry  to  be 
made  upon  the  record  that  he  is  guilty  of  a  certain  of- 
fence, it  could  not  be  said  that  be  bad  been  tried.  The 
substantial  part  of  an  impeachment  or  trial  is  the  punish- 
ment consequent  upon  being  found  guilty;  and  no  matter 
by  what  name  a  proceeding  may  be  called,  it  does  not 
meet  the  idea  embraced  in  these  expressions,  either  in 
laws  or  constitutions,  if  conviction  upon  it  does  not  in- 
volve punishment  as  a  regular  consequence,  lo  the  pro- 
ceeding referred  to  in  the  Senate  there  was  condemna- 
tion, but  it  was  not  a  condemnation  which  drew  after  it 
punishment^  or  in  pursuance  of  which  punisltment  could 
have  been  inflicted.  In  matters  of  this  sort  names  are 
things;  and  whenever  we  suffer  ourselves  to  be  drawn 
away  from  their  accepted  significations,  we  cast  our- 
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kItm  upon  a  wide  ocean  of  ancertainty,  and  our  mindit 
like  a  vesael,  however  riebly  fretf[;hted,  withoat  compau 
or  polar  star,  can  never  calculate  on  ultimately  reaching 
any  place  of  aecurity.  To  say  that  the  Senate  impeached 
the  Preiident  in  the  resolmion  of  1834  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, a  pure  assumption;  and  if  the  resolution  was  not 
an  impeacbntent,  no  one  contends,  I  believe,  that  it  was 
a  literal  violallon  of  the  constitation.  But  it  is  indsted 
that,  if  not  a  literal  violation  of  (he  oonatitulion,  the  reso- 
lution of  1834  was  a  violation  of  its  spirit.  I  belong,  Mr. 
President,  to  a  class  of  politicians,  and  I  am  proud  to  ssy 
so,  who  deny  that  the  constitution  has  any  spirit.  Like 
Shylock'i  bond,  ve  hold  that  whatever  ia  not  found  in  it 
cannot  be  claimed  under  itt  its  grants  and  its  prohibi* 
tions  are  sucb,  as  that  he  who  reads  may  perceive  them, 
and  no  aKfuI  constructionist  is  at  liberty  to  stretch  it  to 
his  purposes,  or  to  hammer  It  out,  like  gold'leaf,  until  it 
coven  the  aniverae.  Believing,  Uien,  that  the  Senate  was 
exercising  no  constitutional  function  in  their  vote  of  cen- 
sure upon  the  Presidentt  and  that  in  til  other  matters  the 
constitution  leaves  to  them,  unimpaired,  all  their  natural 
rights  of  expressing  their  opinions,  in  whatever  way  as- 
sembled, and  upon  any  subject,  I  cannot  concur  in  the 
reason  aMigned  for  expunging  the  resolution  of  1834, 
that  it  was  an  unconstitutional  act.  But  in  thus  differing 
with  my  friends,  and  making  this  concession  to  the  op- 
position, I  think  I  am  very  far  from  weakening  the  cause 
of  the  former,  and  am  presenting  the  latter  with  a  Tro- 
jan borset  in  admitting  that  their  act  waa  not  unconstitu- 
tional, 1  sweep  away  at  a  breath  the  whole  superstruc- 
ture behind  which  (he  opposera  of  expunction  bave,  as 
they  seem  to  conceive,  securely  ensconced  themselves. 
But  of  thu  by  and  by. 

Although  the  retohilion  of  1834  be  not  ttncoutitu- 
tiooal,  nor  in  viotation  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
it  may  yet  invade  a  spirit  and  violate  an  authority  even 
auperior  to  the  constitution,  and  abundant  reasons  may 
remain  for  its  expunction  {  and  it  is  my  purpose  to  show 
that  it  ought  to  be  expunged  for  its  impropriety,  its 
dangerous  tendency,  its  Injustice,  and  its  falsehood. 
And  here  allow  me  to  apolwize  for  the  strong  language 
I  must  oecaaionally  use,  durmg  the  progress  of  these  re- 
marks, ahhough  feeling,  as  1  do,  great  deference  for  those 
whose  acts  I  am  condemning,  and  conscious  that  1  am 
myself  as  prone  to  infirmity  as  any  man.  But  I  must 
speak  plainly,  and  therefore  I  say,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  resolution  of  1834  was,  in  my  judgment,  the  most 
flagrant  violation  of  propriety  ever  perpetrated  by  a 
high*  honorable,  and  dignified  body.  To  recur  to  an 
Illustration  already  uae<^  suppose  a  judge  arrives  at  a 
certain  place,  where  be  is  to  hold  a  court  of  criminal 
jurisdiction,  and,  among  other  things,  be  learns  that  a 
particular  individual  is  charged  with  some  capital  ofTencet 
be  hears  the  ex  parte  statements  of  rumor,  and  makes  up 
bis  i^inion  that  the  person  is  guilty.  Not  aatisfied  with 
this,  when  he  enters  the  courtJiouse,  he  ealla  upon  the 
ekrk  solemnly  to  declare  upon  the  record  that  such 
•  person  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  presiding  judge,  cer- 
tainly guilty  of  such  a  specific  offence.  It  is  true  the 
grand  jury  have  found  no  bill,  the  alleged  offender  has 
not  even  been  apprehended,  no  voice  has  been  heard 
in  his  defence,  and  no  punishment  could  follow  the 
prejudication.  Yet  would  it  not  be  an  act  of  the  gross- 
est and  moat  flagrant  violation  of  judicial  propriety? 
Would  not  public  execration  overwheln  the  wretch 
who  had  perpetrated  it,  and  hurl  Him  from  the  station 
he  had  degraded? 

In  the  case  of  the  single  judf  e,  every  one  ia  struck  at 
once  with  the  glaring  impropnely  of  hia  conduct.  And 
is  that  impropriety  at  all  diminished  because  perpetrated 
by  numbers?  Are  there  not,  in  fad,  features  in  the 
principal  eaae  even  more  oppresaive  than  in  the  one  by 
whit^  I  hare  uttempted  to  ilhistrate  it?  in  the  case  of 


the  judge,  he  triei  the  eulprit  by  a  rigid,  well-defined 
law,  and  can  make  nothing  a  subject  of  punishment 
which  the  law  has  not  expressly  declared  so  i  and,  in  the 
application  of  &ets  to  the  law,  is  dependent  on  a  jury 
for  the  finding  of  those  facts,  and  ctn  assume  nothing 
which  the  jury  do  not  expressly  find.    Mental  biw, 
therefore,  or  prejudication  on  bis  part,  it  would  seem, 
could  not  be  attended  with  any  great  degree  of  mis- 
chief.   And  yet  the  common  sense,  and,  I  may  add,  the 
common  principles  of  mankind,  revolt  at  the  slightest 
indication  of  such  bias  or  prejudication.    But  the  Sen* 
ate  of  the  United  States  ftre  judges  both  of  law  and  fact  t 
nay,  to  a  great  extent,  they  make  the  law  by  which  thti 
person  charged  is  to  be  tried.    What  volume  contains  a 
recital  of  the  acts  for  which  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  other  public  officer,  is  subject  to  im> 
peaehment?  There  is  no  such  volume.   Any  misde- 
meanor in  ofliee  will  warrant  impeachment  sna  convic- 
tion )  and  what  is  such  misdemeanor  is  left  to  the  mere 
discretion  of  the  Senate,  and  they  promulge  the  law  at 
the  very  moment  that  they  pronounce  the  guilt  of  its 
infraction?   It  is  only  necea»ry  fur  the  HouaeofRep< 
resentativea  to  charge  (be  offence,  and  the  Senile  bave 
then  the  uneontrolM  right  to  decide  the  two  questioQi, 
whether  the  facts  exist;  and  if  so,  whether  they  are 
the  subjects  of  punishment.    Surely,  a  tribunal  so  con- 
stituted ought,  of  sll  others,  lo  keep  its  faculties  unin- 
fluenced by  rashly  expressed  opinions.    But  the  worst 
feature  of  impropriety  yet  remains  to  be  considered.  It 
is  a  general  principle,  that  no  man  can  be  a  judge  in  a 
cause  where  he  has  an  Interest  i  but  some  tribunals  are  so 
constituted  that  this  wholesome  principle  cannot  always 
be  applied.   In  such  a  ease,  it  would  seem  that  a  judge 
so  situated  would,  above  all  others,  feel  moat  powerfiiT- 
ly  restrained  from  allowing  himself  any  indulgence  in 
previous  expressions  of  opinions  which  might  prejudice 
the  person  charged,  or  from  prematurely  evincing  the 
strength  of  his  own  bias.    And  yet  the  Sentte  of  th« 
United  States,  the  constitutional  tribunal  for  the  trial  of 
the  President  for  unconstitutional  acta,  prejudges  him 
in  a  matter  in  which  individual  Senators  have  •  person- 
al interest.    I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  their  personal 
interest  waa  enlisted  by  golden  bribes,  received  in  the 
shape  of  feea,  or  otherwise,  from  the  United  States 
Bank  i  although  such  things  have  been  ssid,  I,  for  one, 
do  not  believe  them.    I  do  not  think  that  suc^  waa  tb* 
interest  they  felt  in  the  question.    No  i  a  nobler  paasion 
blinded  them  to  the  impropriety  of  the  act  tttey  were 
committing  i  a  passion  which  has  been  called  the  vice  of 

S>eat  miiKM  i  a  passion  planted  in  the  human  breast  Tor 
e  wisest  purposes  t  but  one  of  the  most  dangerous  nnd 
deflating  where  it  gains  unhallowed  mastery.  A  preat 
political  strife  had  been  waging  for  years,  and  talent 
and  wealth,  and  ever^  other  engine  of  human  power, 
had  been  employed  in  its  progress.  No  machine  had 
been  so  powerful  as  the  United  States  Bank  In  con- 
ducing to  the  spread  of  opinions  upon  whose  success  the 
party  to  which  these  Senators  belonged  believed  its 
'own  triumph,  and  (he  welfare  of  the  nation,  to  depend. 
To  these  opinions  Senators  had  subscribed  in  the  moat 
decided  and  public  manner,  and  upon  them  had  staked 
their  hopes  of  renown  and  worldly  distinction.  They 
were  opposed  by  the  administration,  and  a  stern,  unj'ield- 
ing  (Vont  presented  by  It  to  their  advance.  For  this  the 
President  bad  been  strongly  denounced,  and  Senntori 
themselves  had  not  been  backward  in  breathing  upon 
the  waves  of  opposition,  and  stirring  them  into  rage  ( 
and,  finally,  in  the  tumult  of  thia  excitement,  forgetrul 
of  the  high,  honorable  and  delicate  propriety  which, 
as  men  and  individuals,  has  ever  characterized  them, 
and  their  elevated  standing  as  the  constitutional  triers  of 
the  President,  they  commanded  hia  guilt  to  be  recorded 
before  any  legal  accuser  bad  cone  fonrsi^  and  indt^- 
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ninlly  refuwd  to  bemr  his  d«rence.  Am  I  not  wurant* 
cd,  under  th«M  circumitanecfl,  in  profioiiiieing  the  act 
on*  of|^oss  and  flagrant  impropriety? 

But  I  hiTc  laid  it  is  an  act  dangeroua  in  Its  tendency 
M  •  precedent,  and  for  that  reason  ought  to  be  expun- 
ged. The  constitution  baa  pointed  out  the  mode  in 
wluoh  the  different  branches  of  the  Government  are  mu- 
tually to  check  and  balance  each  other,  and  no  where  it 
this  informal  mode  of  ezpresiing  disapprobation  advert- 
ed to  as  one  of  them.  Crimination  invariably  leads  to 
recrimination.  The  beginning  of  strife  has  been  aptly 
compared  in  the  scriptures  to  the  letting  out  of  waters  ; 
the  natunl  result  is,  that  every  thing  valuable  within 
ht  reach  ia  carried  away  in  its  desohting  sweep.  <•  One 
word,"  in  homely  adage,  *' bring*  on  another  j"  snd 
whether  the  strife  of  tongues  begins  between  two  old 
wives  at  the  fish  market,  or  the  President  and  Senate, 
anger  quickly  subdues  all  the  nobler  fsculiies  of  the 
ntind,  and  unnatural  and  cruel  warfare  is  the  probable 
result.  A  practical  illustration  of  this  idea  is  lurniMhed 
in  the  civiT  wars  of  England,  already  alludtrd  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut.  A  Urife  in  which  all  the 
tiea  of  family  and  kindred  were  dissolved,  and  the  near- 
est and  the  dearest  brought  to  quench  a  savage  thirst  in 
each  other's  blood,  originated  in  an  undignified  war  of 
words  between  the  Kinff  and  the  Parruiment.  If  the 
principle  be  established  that  it  is  proper  for  one  branch 
of  the  Government,  assembled  as  such,  (but  in  a  man- 
ner so  informal  as  to  leave  it  a  matter  of  contest  wheth- 
er it  is  an  official  act  or  not,)  to  condemn  the  acts 
of  another,  the  most  fearful  consequences  mutt  be  ap- 
prehended. If  the  Senate  may  informally  condemn  the 
President,  so  it  may  the  House  of  Representatifea,  and 
the  House  of  Reprrsentiitives  the  Senate.  Scenes  must 
Ihvn  originate  which,  if  carried  out  far  into  practice. 
Would  degrade  the  nation  in  the  eyes  of  strangers,  and 
add  much  to  the  uncertainly  of  the  tenure  b^  which  do- 
mestic quiet  ia  retained.  The  principle  is  therefore 
dangerous  in  the  extreme^  and  ought  to  be  most  prompt- 
ly discountenanced. 

I  urge,  as  a  third  reason  for  expunging  the  resolution 
of  1834,  that  it  ia  unjust.  It  is  true  the  then  President 
of  the  United  States  alill  retains  his  office,  and  no  remo- 
val can  take  place  in  consequence  of  the  condemnation 
therein  expreawdi  yet  its  obvious  and  designed  tenden- 
cy must  have  been  to  degrade  the  Chief  Magistrate  in 
the  eyea  of  the  country.  Want  of  principle,  or  want  of 
capacity,  is  the  alternative  left  to  him  in  the  estimation  of 
all  who  believe  this  accusation  to  be  true.  Tliey  mu&t 
either  pronounce  him  a  sacrilegious  violator  of  the  con- 
atitution  of  his  country,  or  a  very  incompetent  judge  of 
its  provisions.  "  Surely,  "  it  would  be  said  by  all  whose 
knowledge  of  affairs  did  not  induce  them  to  look  beyond 
the  mere  aurface  of  thia  tnnsaction,  "  the  Senate  would 
not  have  thus  harshly  condemned  the  President  for  some 
slight  oversight,  for  some  small  misapprehensiot^of  du- 
ty, into  which  any  man  might  have  fallen.  No!  no!  it  is 
some  grave  matter,  in  which  the  constitution  has  been  so 
grossly  violated  that  none  but  a  rash,  headstrong,  unprin- 
cipled man,  who  heeded  not,  or  an  ignoramus,  too  dull  to 
perceive,  could  have  been  the  actor."  This  is  the  natu- 
ral conelunoni  and  what  a  dilemma  for  one  to  be  re- 
duced to  in  this  land,  where  popular  opinion  is  to  a  pub- 
lic mai^  the  breith  of  his  nostrils!  That  the  Senate, 
availing  itself  of  its  usually  just  title  (o  public  confidence, 
should  denounce  a  man,  unciled  and  unheard,  as  a  viola- 
tor of  the  constitution  of  his  country,  whom  the  popular 
Tdiee  had  pronounced  most  worthy  among  the  millions  of 
American  citizens  to  fill  the  mitat  dignified  and  responsi- 
ble trust.  Is  to  mv  apprehension  the  grosaeat  insult  to  the 
public  aensc  of  Justice  I  have  ever  witnetaed.  Very 
few,  but  the  very  individual  against  whom  it  wai  direct* 
ci^  who  would  not  have  ttuk  beneaib  it. 


tSlWATI, 


But  this  objection  to  the  resolution  of  1834  depends 
altogether  for  support  upon  another,  whicli  1  come  now 
to  consider,  embracing,  in  fact,  the  pith  of  this  contro- 
versy) snd  tbst  is,  as  I  have  said,  its  fal^hood.  And 
here,  again,  I  must  apologise  for  the  harshneaa  of  the 
term  used,  from  the  necemity  I  am  under  to  speak  plain- 
ly, not  meaning  for  a  moment  to  apply  it  to  ^e  individ- 
ual veracity  of  those  who  voted  for  that  resolution. 
There  may  be  falsehood  in  a  legal  conclusion,  however 
sincere  the  man  who  arrives  at  it;  and  whenever  one 
comes  to  the  conclusion  that  certain  acts  are  unconstitu- 
tional, all  who  differ  with  him  must  believe  his  conclu- 
sion false,  whatever  terms  Ibev  may  adopt  to  eipresa 
their  dissent.  About  the  acta  done  by  the  President,  in 
reference  to  which  this  resotiition  was  adopted,  thrre  is 
no  eontroversyi  but  that  those  acts  were  unconstitutional 
v,  in  my  judgment,  most  falsely  asserted  by  the  resolu- 
tion; the  position  is  so  f:ilsp,  so  gross  a  perversion  of  the 
constitution,  that  it  ought  never  to  have  been  taken) 
such  a  dangerous  misrepresentation  of  that  sacred  instru- 
ment, that  it  ought,  as  far  aa  possible,  to  be  annihilated, 
and  treated  as  though  it  had  never  been,  ft  is  so  palpa- 
bly erroneous,  that  I  euinot  penuade  myself  that  any 
man  of  common  sense  or  common  honesty,  whose  mind 
was  perfectly  free  from  previous  bias,  could  for  a  mo- 
ment countenance  it.  But  when,  as  [  believe,  under 
the  impulse  of  excited  feelings,  and  in  the  blindness  uf 
partv  strife,  it  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  I 
am  unwilling  it  should  remain,  to  shed  its  deceptive  light 
upon  future  sges,  and  mislead  others  to  their  ruin.  At 
the  time  this  resolution  was  adopted  I  had  not  the  honor 
oF  a  seat  in  this  body;  but  I  was  a  lover  of  my  eounlry, 
and  felt  a  deep  solicitude  for  every  thing  connected  with 
its  interests.  I  then  believed,  and  do  still  believe,  its 
Senate  a  body  surpassed  by  none  on  earth  indigikity,  and 
my  eye  was  turned  anxiously  upun  its  movements.  Ru- 
mor had  given  out  that  this  resolution  was  to  be  brought 
forward;  I  was  not  ignorant  of  the  obscuring  effect! 
of  passion  upon  the  clearest  intellecti  and  yet  I  did 
think  the  constitutionality  of  the  President's  action  so 
obvious  that  it  was  impossible  to  blink  it.  I  confess, 
when  1  first  heard  the  removal  of  the  deposites  announc- 
ed, I  wis  sUrtled  by  the  boldness  of  the  messure,  but  I 
did  not  for  a  moment  doubt  the  constitutionality  of  the 
act.  1  was  apprehensive  that  riie  President  had  so  far 
outrun  public  opinion,  it  would  never  overtake  bimt  and 
his  administration,  deprived  of  that  essential  support, 
would  no  longer  be  useful  to  the  country.  This  was  the 
extent  of  my  alarm.  Contrary  to  my  expecUtion,  how- 
ever, the  Senate  has  pronounced  the  act  unconstitutional, 
and  it  is  not  sufficient  for  ur  to  make  a  mere  negation, 
without  reasoning  the  matter  a  little.  I  am  well  aware, 
sir,  that  the  idea  of  the  unity  of  the  Executive  has  not 
been  opposed  only,  but  has  been  actually  turned  Into 
ridicule.  But  the  day  has  gone  by  when  ridicule  was 
the  acknowledged  test  of  truth;  it  has  been  found  to 
level  its  shafts  with  equal  success  sgatnst  subjects  the 
lightest  and  the  gravest — against  the  phantoms  of  false- 
hood, and  the  most  solemn  realities.  Of  the  unity  of  the 
executive  branch  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  we  need  look  no  farther  for  evidence  than  the 
constitution  itself,  which  declares  *•  the  executive  power 
shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America."  He  is  in  fact  the  only  executive  officer  crea- 
ted by  the  constitution,  all  others  owing  their  existence 
to  the  legislative  power  of  Congress. 

In  1800,  but  s  few  years  after  this  constitution  was 
formed,  and  its  original  plan  and  design  was  fresh  in  the 
memory  of'  all,  the  unity  of  the  Executive  is  distinctly 
recognised,  in  e  paper  drawn  up  with  great  care  and  de- 
liberation, for  the  rxprcsi  purpoee  of  stsying  the  waves 
of  federal  power.  I  mean  Hr.  Madison's  celebrated  re- 
port, in  whwi  it  la  lUted,  "  According  to  the  particular 
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organintion  of  the  eonalilution,  ita  lefptlitWe  povera 
■re  TcMcd  In  the  ConifreMt  tto  exeeuHK  powtn  tn  the 
Pmidml,  and  itaju<licial  poweraina  tupreme  and  in- 
ferior tribunals.  The  onion  of  any  two  of  ihew  power*," 
it  proceeda,  and  atill  more,  of  all  three,  in  any  one  of 
theae  departiRent»f  must  consequently  subvert  the  con* 
alUutional  organization  of  them."  The  otbrr  oflicera 
provided  by  nw  are  mere  agenla,  through  whom  he  ia 
to  fulfil  the  irreat  trust  confided  to  hint  by  the  consfitu- 
tiOHi  and  whenever  the  duties  prescribed  for  them  from 
time  to  time  are  not,  according  to  his  judgment,  so  per- 
fnrmed  as  best  to  promote  the  public  good,  it  is  not  only 
his  right  but  his  duly  to  change  them.  His  right  of 
removal  being  thus  unqueaiionable,  no  charge  of  uncon- 
atitulionalily  can  rest  upon  him  fnr  the  mere  nerciie  of 
a  di<>cretion  confided  to  him  by  the  constitution.  But  it 
ia  not  denied  by  the  President  or  bia  friends,  that  the 
removal  of  the  depoaitea  wan,  in  fact,  hia  own  act;  and 
fur  whatever  of  unconsttlutionality  or  illegality  may  be 
in  it  he  is  responsible.  It  is  true  the  charter  of  the  United 
Stales  Hank  declares  that  bank  tn  bethe  place  ordepoMle 
fnr  the  public  moneys,  and  that  they  ahall  only  be  removed 
from  tlience  at  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  the  1'rrasury. 
Whenever,  therefore,  that  will  is  npreased,  the  con- 
dition is  performed,  and  the  right  vX  the  bank  to  retain 
the  moneys  under  their  charter,  riewing  it  as  a  contract, 
expires,  and  the  law  of  the  land  regulating  the  disposal 
of  the  public  treasure  is  fulfilled.  It  is  not  denied  that 
Mr.  Diwne,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  did  not 
choose  ao  to  exercise  his  will,  and  refused  to  order  (he 
removal  of  the  depositesi  but  he  waa  himself  rc/nom^ 
and  another,  quite  aa  wise  and  aa  honest,  appointed  in 
his  stead,  who,  without  hesitation,  dissolved  the  spell  by 
which  the  bank  retained  the  public  moneyn,  and  ordered 
them  to  be  removed.  It  ia  contended  that  this  condition 
was  imposed  upon  the  bank  in  the  retention  of  the  pub- 
lic depositea,  altogether  in  reference  to  their  securiiy, 
and  it  was  a  violation  of  the  compact  to  remove  them  for 
any  other  reason  than  insecurity.  But  are  those  the 
terma  of  the  condition?  Ia  any  reference  made  in  that 
condition  to  the  motives  upon  which  the  Secretary  ahinild 
exerclae  the  power  intrusted  to  him  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  depository  character  of  the  bank  ^  No  such  re  Arence, 
no  such  intimation,  is  to  be  found.  Had  the  bank  applied 
to  him  for  his  reasons,  he  might  and  ought  to  have  treated 
the  application  aa  an  impertinent  demand.  But  rcasona 
he  waa  bound  to  pve  to  Congress,  and  he  did  give  them. 
Theae  reasons  could  not  have  been  asked  for  In  reference 
to  the  rigbta  of  the  bank,  for,  so  far  as  she  is  concerned, 
a  naked  trust  has  been  exercised,  and  there  is  an  end  of 
the  matter;  but  simply  to  enable  Congress,  as  the  guardian 
of  the  public  treasure,  to  exercise  that  aupervision  over 
what  had  been  done,  its  management  during  the  recess, 
which  ii  ought  of  right  to  do.  A  diungenuous  clamor 
has  been  raised  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  the  true 
questions  in  this  investigation  into  obscurity,  that  the  act 
m  removal  produced  a  union  of  the  purae  and  thesword; 
but  did  Congress  believe  that  such  would  be  the  conae- 
quence,  when  it  expressly  authorized  the  Secretary  of 
the  Trcitsury  to  mske  the  removal  whenever,  tn  bis  judg- 
ment, it  ahould  be  expedient^  And  the  matter  has  been 
treated  as  if  the  President  had  with  his  own  haml  made 
the  removal  of  the  deponles.  If  such  were  the  fact,  where 
waa  the  neceasity  of  removing  one  Secretary,  and  putting 
in  another  F  If  the  President's  purpoae  was,  by  actual  and 
lawlesa  force,  to  aeize  the  money  in  the  Treaaury,  he 
might  as  well  have  pasaed  by  one  Secretary  as  another. 
But  the  truth  is,  as  is  well  known  to  every  intelligent 
and  candid  man,  the  money  in  the  Treaaury  was  juat  as 
inaeeesrible  to  the  personal  contact  of  the  President 
after  the  removal  aa  it  waa  beforei  all  the  fiwal  maehin- 
cnr  provided  by  law  for  preaen^ng  the  peraonal  honeaty 
of  all  having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  pobHe  money 


operated  in  the  same  way,  and  preciaely  the  aame  pro- 
cess was  necemry  to  place  a  single  dollar  In  the  acloal 

^sp  of  any  person  whslaoever.  But  it  haa  been  urged, 
in  reference  to  the  public  as  well  as  the  bank,  that  the 
only  ground  upon  which  removal  waa  proper  was  the  se- 
curity of  the  public  money.  To  this  I  reply,  aa  before, 
nothing  of  the  kind  is  mentioned  tn  the  condition  of  the 
elauw  which  forms  the  only  restriction  in  connexion 
with  this  subject  upon  the  general  executive  power  and 
duty  to  act  in  all  thinga  fur  the  promotion  of  the  great 
purposes  of  (he  Federal  Government.  If,  then,  the  Presi- 
dent perceived  that  for  any  reason  the  public  good  re- 
quired that  the  public  money  ahould  no  longer  remain  in 
the  vaults  of  the  United  States  Bank,  it  was  not  only  his 
privilege  hot  hia  dtity  to  direct  the  proper  officer  to  re- 
move it.  Should  he  turn  out  to  be  mistaken  in  hia  no- 
tions of  expediency,  however  reprehensible  for  want  of 
ability  in  the  discharge  of  his  high  function*,  there  could 
be  no  pretence  for  the  chaise  of  unconalitutionaliiy. 
And  here,  perhaps,  I  have  said  all  that  is  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  my  position,  that  the  resolution  of 
1834  waa  hlse  in  asserting  the  act  of  the  President  to  be 
unconstiiutional.  But  1  assume  for  the  President  still 
higher  ground,  and  inriat  that  his  act  was  not  only  legal 
and  eons(i(u(ional,  but  that  it  waa  tn  the  higheat  degree 
expedient;  (hat  it  was  a  stroke  of  generalship  which 
causes  the  laure  Is  of  New  rieana  to  look  pale  and  with- 
ered. We  have  already  had  occasion  to  glance  slightly 
at  the  history  of  the  times  connected  with  the  transaction 
under  consideration.  At  the  close  of  the  war  of  1813 — 
'15,  the  nation  waa  deeply  involved  in  debt,  and  the  na- 
tional cofTers  were  empty;  ingenuity  and  patriotism  were 
taxed  to  contrive  expedienta  for  meeting  the  difficult 
exigency)  our  recent  foes  abro»l,  and  mjlecontenta  at 
home,  were  mocking  at  oar  distress,  and  the  pohlical 
parly  whose  firmness  and  genius,  aided  by  the  valor  of 
uur  army  and  navy,  had  brought  to  a  glorious  term-na- 
tion a  most  unequal  war,  saw  bankruptcy  and  dis- 
grace ready  to  overwhelm  lliem.  Under  theae  circum- 
stances, as  the  plank  in  tlte  ahtpwreck,  the  expedient  of 
a  United  States  Bank  was  seized  upon,  and  some,  aa  I 
am  informed,  who  doubted  its  constitutionafity,  and  aonw 
even  who  believed  it  unconstitutional,  were  driven  by 
the  apparent  necessity  of  the  case  to  give  the  measure 
their  support.  The  bank  was  chartered,  performed  ita 
functions,  and  the  term  of  ita  existence  aras  drawing  to  m 
close.  Application  was  made  for  a  renewal  of  its  id»r- 
ter,  and  having  made  many  frienda  with  ■*  the  mamraon 
of  unrighteousnes*,"  a  willing  ear  wss  lent  to  Its  applica- 
tion. Some  bt-lieved  the  question  of  unconstitutionalily 
put  to  rest  by  precedent  and  adjudication,  and  no  longer 
open  aa  an  available  cause  of  opposition.  For  vuwiit 
reasona,  however,  its  prayrr  for  a  continuance  of  ita  ex- 
istence was  granted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. But  the  concurrence  of  another  branch  of 
the  Government  waa  necessary  to  the  completion  of  iu 
hopes,  and  Its  appfication  there  waa  anawcKd  by  a  veta 
which  waked  up,  aa  by  a  trumpet-call  aound,  republican 
doctrines  long  since  supposed  to  have  sunk  into  a  slum- 
ber from  whence  they  would  never  awake.  With  a 
force  and  cleariieaa  which  astounded  the  legions  of  feder- 
alism, and  infused  new  vigor  into  the  republican  rank*, 
the  unconatitutionarity  and  inexpediency  of  recbarterin|f 
the  United  Statea  Bank  waa  demonstmlcd.  Prom  that 
hour,  every  pufitical  engine  was  set  to  work  to  prostrate 
the  only  man  who  could  withstand  the  might  of  thia 
mammoth  institution,  and  all  who  entertainrd  like  opin- 
ions. Presses  were  subsidized — in  various  ways  the  tal- 
ents of  the  nation  were  enlisted  in  its  behalf — and  by  violent 
and  sudden  expansions  and  contractiona,  now  the  hopea 
and  now  the  fears  of  the  populace  were  appealed  to. 
Here  waia  new  feature  of  inexpediency  for  the  reebar- 
ter  of  the  United  Statea  Bank,  pKMated  to  the  ttartled 
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consideration  of  e?ery  lover  of  hia  country,     In  our 
land,  where  \\\t  popular  voice  controls  and  directs  every 
thinir,  nothinff  ii  so  imporiuit  as  th«t  that  voice  should 
ilKtf  be  directed  by  the  heana  of  the  pure  and  the  free. 
The  power  and  the  villinffneia  of  this  institution  to  eor- 
nipt  was  alariningly  demonstrated;  and  it  was  seen  that, 
under  whatever  pretrnceff.  it  would,  if  rechartered,  get 
possession  of  the  politic  mind,  and  wield  it  to  its  own  pur- 
poses, either  for  g(tod  op  for  evil.  From  the  comimnding 
elevation  lieltl  by  the  President,  he  surveyed  .Ihe  field  of 
combat — be  beheld  the  nature  of  the  strife  going  on — he 
perceived  that  it  was  a  vital  one  to  hia  beloved  country — 
he  found  that  the  monster's  power  of  mihcliief  lay  in  the 
depoHtea,  and  he  determined  to  remove  them.    Like  a 
ekilful  surgeon,  he  saw  that  the  bank,  like  a  vast  cin- 
cer,  was  striking  its  fibres  in  every  direction,  until 
it  would  finally  become  ao  incorporated  with  the  syaiem, 
that  it  could  only  he  removed  at  the  expense  of  the 
patient's  life.    Aniicipatinr  this  horrible  event,  he  de- 
termined wilfa  a  bold  band  to  cut  it  ofT,  while  tite  by- 
ctandera  looked  on  in  amatement.    Tea,  nr,  it  was  a 
muter-stroke,  snd  the  bank  and  its  parlisana  felt  that  It 
was  mortal  to  her,  that  her  vitals  were  wounded  beyond 
recovery.    Among  the  msny  caricatures  to  which  a 
apirit  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to  commend  hss 
given  rise  in  modem  times,  one  illustrative  of  this 
idea  struck  me  as  being  the  beat.    The  bank  is  rep- 
resented u  a  huge  old  woman,  extended  upon  a 
bed,  in  the  throes  of  an  emetic  operationt  beside 
the  bed  are  various  vessels,  labelled  with  the  names 
of  the  several  deposite  banks,  into  which  are  falling 
(he  ejected  contents  of  her  stomach,  consisting  of  va- 
rious gold  and  silver  coins.    At  her  head,  in  a  kindly 
effort  to  austain  it,  is  seated  the  president  of  Ihut  instilu- 
tion,  to  whom  in  her  agony  she  exclaim*,  "OhI  desr 
Kick,  1  am  vei^  sick."    He  promptly  replies,  "It  is  alt 
the  elTect  of  that  last  prescription  of  Dr.  Jackson."  Tei^ 
sir,  that  last  prescription  wu  falal  to  the  bank,  or  at  least 
as  neerly  ao  aa  any  thing  has  yet  been^  and  for  that  cause 
mainly  bat  he  who  framed  it  been  ao  strongly  denounced 
in  the  resolution  of  1834.    But  it  wast  measure  adopt- 
ed in  strict  accordance  with  all  the  forms  of  law  and 
constitution,  and  not  in  derogation  of  either.    A  meu- 
ure  for  which,  through  all  time,  the  patriot  who  reviews 
bis  country's  history,  wilt  revere  the  memory  of  him  who^ 
Mved.  bytl  the  perishing  constitutiont  while,  with  the 
men  of  the  present  generation,  he  can  hardly  determine 
which  most  challenges  his  admiration,  the  wisdom  that 
plannedtvthefirmness  that  executed  it.  Having  thus,  as 
I  think,  shown  that  this  resolution  was  grossly  improp- 
rr,  dangerous  in  its  tendency,  unjust  In  its  operation,  and 
untrue  in  its  assertion,  I  come  next  to  consider  the  mo- 
tii  es  upon  which  «e  are  called  upon  to  expunge  it.  The 
fancy  of  gentlemen  has  represented  us  aa  ignobly  bend- 
ing at  the  footstool  of  power,  and  licking  the  dust  be- 
neath the  monarch's  tread.    As  smoothing  the  rough 
mane  of  the  lion,  and  endeavoring  to  quiet  his  frightful 
roar.    Even  the  car  of  Juggernaut  has  been  made  to 
roll  through  this  hall,  and  our  garments  have  been 
sprinkled  with  the  blood,  and  our  ears  stunned  with 
the  cries  of  the  viclims  crushing  beneath  its  wheels. 
Bat  these  are  mere  pictures  of  the  fiiney,  and  fiiney 
may  paint  what  she  pleasesi  she  does  not  confine  her 
■ketches  to  llie  copies  of  even  things  that  might  be, 
and  still  less  to  things  that  are.    Sober  reason  must  per- 
ceive that  we  have  nothing  to  expect  from  the  throne, 
as  it  has  been  called,  or  from  him  who  fills  itt  that  if  the 
rasne  of  the  lion  is  rough,  or  hia  roar  is  angry,  it  ia  not 
against  as  that  his  fury  isdirected.    That  reasons  enouKh 
•re  found  fur  the  expunction  of  (he  resolution  of  1834, 
in  the  opinions  we  have  expressed  concerning  it.  But 
some  of  us  have  a  strong  and  urgent  reason  to  perforn 
Ibis  act,  in-  %  desire  to  obey  those  whom  we  terre.  Tbe 

VoK.  xin.-^i 


voice  of  the  people  has  commanded  it  to  be  done,  and 
that  is  a  voice  which  public  men  in  our  country  dare  not 
disregard.  Even  those  who  least  regard  it  in  practice  dare 
notopenly  proclaim  their  contempt.  They  may  speak  of 
it  slightingly  in  the  private  circle,  and  in  their  hearts  de> 
spise  it,  and  endeavor  to  explain  away  its  unpleasant  re> 
quirementsi  but  when  forced  (o  encounter  its  unequivo- 
■ .  cat  decljrations,  they  must  tremble  and  obeyi  they  dare 
not  disregard  it.     That  voice  has  spoken  in  general 
terms  throughout  the  nattuni  but  it  has  spoken  to  some 
of  ui  as  it  were  by  name,  and  through  the  appropriate 
medium,  and  commanded  us  to  act.    It  has  not  spoken 
to  me  personally,  but  it  has  spoken  to  my  predecesaori 
and,  standing  in  the  position  I  now  occupy,  I  hear  th* 
sound  still  ringing  in  my  years.    It  is  a  command  which 
but  seconds  my  own  wishes.    I  came  here  anticipating 
the  moat  cheerful  comptiancei  and  I  yet  hope  to  yield  it, 
if  my  own  friends  do  not  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
my  obedience.    Yet  I  will  not  deny  that  there  is  some 
personal  reference  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  him< 
self  in  the  aot  we  dewre  to  perform.    The  period  ii  at 
hand  when  he  who  rescued  your  daughters  from  the 
ruffian  pollution  of  a  foreign  soldiery,  and  your  aoil 
from  the  foot  of  the  invader,  will  be  deaf  to  the  strains 
of  gratitude,  pressed  by  the  earth  he  once  defended. 
That  be  whose  voice  was  loudest  in  the  battles  of  his 
country  shall  be  hushed  into  silencet  that  he  who  now 
holds  the  sceptre  of  command  will  have  passed  away  not 
only  from  office,  hut  from  fife  itself,  and  have  joined  the 
spirits  of  men  that  have  been.    Is  not  ttie  fame  of  her 
sons  dear  to  a  nation?    Haa  she  no  pleasure  in  the  glorj 
ofher  best  and  her  bravest?    Has  she  no  interest  in  pre. 
venting  the  mantle  of  infamy  from  wrapping  the  remains 
of  him  «bo  should  sleep  in  the  robe  of^  honor?    In  this 
view  of  Ihe  subject,  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  the  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition  would  have  united  with  us  in  this  act 
of  retribution.    That  in  contemplation  of  this  interesting 
crisis,  the  party  crust  which  haa  heretofore  encircled  their 
hearts  would  have  given  way,  and  a  fluod  of  tenderness 
spontaneously  gushed  forth.  Tiiat  with  one  generousim- 
pulse  they  would  have  been  the  first  to  rush  forward, 
and  pluck  off  the  disgraceful  s  igma  their  own  hands  had 
affixed,  in  an  hour  of  pasi'onate  excitement.    But  in 
thia  we  have  been  disappointed,  and  are  left  alone,  ia 
behalf  of  our  country,  to  make  this  tardy  retribution,  to 
wipe  out  this  new  argiiment  for  tbe  ingratitude  of  n> 
publics. 

But  we  are  not  even  so  fortunate  as  to  be  simply  left 
alone  in  the  performance  of  our  melancholy  task]  difB> 
cutties  are  thrown  in  the  way  of  its  execution.  Tou  can* 
not,  it  is  said,  expunge  any  thing  from  the  j  urnals  of  the 
Senate..  Yoi)  may  reacind.  repeal,  but  you  cannot  ex- 
punge,-. The  constitution  requires  that  you  shall  keep  a 
journal.  .  A  journal  of  what  f  I  ask.  Surely  the  coniti* 
tution  does  not  require  us  to  keep  a  Journal  of  things  re* 
specting  which  it  lias  given  us  no  authority  to  act.  It  has 
commanded  us  to  keep  a  journal  of  our  legislative,  exeo- 
utive,  and  judicial  proceedings,  and  to  publii^  such  parts 
of  it  aa  may  nut,  in  our  judgment,  require  secrecy.  But 
it  hss  not  commanded  us,  in  matters  of  mere  voluntary 
action,  unauthorised  by  the  constitution,  to  make  a  rec« 
ord-  A  few  daya  ago,  on  the  melancholy  annunciation 
of  the  deceaae  of  one  of  iu  members,  (his  body  resolved 
to  adopt  an  appropriate  badge  of  aorrow.  Does  any 
body  contend  that  such  a  resolve  must  necessarily  have 
been  committed  to  the  journal,  or,  being  there,  that 
there  is  no  power  to  take  it  off.  Tbe  consequences  to 
which  such  a  position  would  lead  are  of  tbemaelres 
sufficient  to  show  its  unsoundness.  Let  u  suppose, 
what  I  admit  ia  very  Itnprobable,  that  this  body,  in  soma 
very  inauspicious  moment,  were  to  consist  exclustveljr 
of  atheists,  and  should  record,  as  a  resolution,  upon  Ita 
Journal,  "There  Is  no  God)"  wbeiLiense  and  rmon  re- 
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nmed  tbeir  empire  liere,  can  it  be  pretended  that  the 
blupheinous  reiolution  could  not  by  rote  be  expun^d? 
bat  that  it  must  remua  forever,  disf^rscerul  to  man, 
and  ofTeniire  to  the  Being  whoie  existence  wu  denied  F 
SuppoM  it  ahnuld  turn  out  that  the  lamented  gentleman, 
in  commemoration  of  whoie  virtues  you  reaolved  to 
mourn,  (a  thing  that  1  suppose  merely  lor  illustration, 
knowing  that  it  is  altogether  impossihie  in  that  instsnc**,) 
should,  by  some  posthumous  discovery,  prove  to  have 
been  ^together  unworthy  or  your  regrets,  bu',  on  the 
contrary,  the  perpetrator,  while  alive,  of  every  act  dis- 
graceful to  bis  speeieit  must  your  vote  of  approbation 
■till  renuun^  Hare  you  no  power  to  efface  Mf  And  in 
the  case  uoder  consiaeration,  suppose  the  whole  Senate, 
to  a  man,  as  well  convinced  u  1  am  of  the  patriotism, 
wisdom,  and  benevolence,  of  the  present  Chief  Hagis* 
trate,  and  the  resolution  or  1834  had  added  to  the  ^ne- 
nl  charge  of  unconstitutionality,  epithets  of  opprobrium, 
implying  that  he  was  a  thief  and  a  perjured  knsvet 
would  it  not  be  a  very  insufficient  atonement  to  any  to  him, 
we  are  fully  convinced  that  the  chargei  we  have  made 
against  you  are  unjust,  and  calculated  to  hsve  a  very 
prejudidal  effect  upon  your  character,  but  what  we  have 
written  we  have  wriltrn,  and  we  cannot  blot  it  out?  The 
truth  is,  these  are  all  voluntary  expressions  of  opinion, 
not  commsnded  or  authoriaed  by  the  constitution;  and 
as  they  were  placed  there  by  the  unenforced  and  unau- 
thorised will  of  a  majority  of  the  body,  the  will  of  the 
majority  of  tfaii  body  may  remove  themi  and  thus  doei 
the  conccs^  made  at  the  beginning  of  tny  remarks,  if 
founded  in  truth,  destroy  all  connexion  between  tbe 
constitution  and  the  reaolulion  of  1834.  It  was  an  act 
done  without  the  authority  of  the  constitution,  and  con- 
sequently is  entitled  to  no  protection  from  it. 

But  gentlemen  aay  thatwe  ought  to  be  contented  ftitli 
repealing  or  rescinding  the  obnoxious  resolution,  and 
not  insist  upon  the  woi^  *<  expunge.*'  In  reply,  we  say 
that  no  other  will  answer  our  purpoae.  If  an  injurious 
law  is  passed,  every  useful  purpose  is  answered  by  re- 
pealing it.  If  the  Senate,  in  its  executive  character, 
gives  bad  (Munsel,  a  simple  correction  of  its  error  in 
general  will  repair  the  injury;  if  in  its  judicial  character 
ft  should  give  an  improvident  judgment,  the  most  effec- 
tual remedy  is  its  reversal.  But  if  it  assumes  the  f  xpres- 
rion  of  abstract  opinions  upon  matters  in  which  it  is  ex- 
wdsii^  no  official  action,  and  those  opinions  injuriously 
hffect  individuals,  or  are  likely  to  propaeate  a  false  state 
of  public  sentiment,  the  only  eflrectual  remedy  is  ex- 
punction.  Recision  or  repeal  implies  little  mure  than 
mere  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  what  hss  been  before 
done,  but  expunction  implies  that  it  was  cltarly  wrung, 
and  ought  never  to  have  been  executed.  This  is  pre. 
cisely  whst  we  want  on  tbe  present  occasion)  the  very 
•troi^st  exprcsHon  of  our  sense  of  the  impropriety  of 
what  has  been  dune,  and  a  putting  it  as  far  as  pouible 
out  of  existence)  nay,  as  much  as  may  be,  placing  it  as 
though  it  bad  never  been.  Even  if  the  ri  solution  of 
1834  was  more  immediattly  than  it  is  under  the  constitu- 
tional protection  claimed  for  it,  I  should  insist  that  tbe 
Wfwd  ^'expunge,**  even  unexplained  by  that  portion  of 
the  proposed  reairiution  which  declares  how  the  expunc. 
tion  IS  to  be  effeoted,  was  the  appropriate  expression  for 
our  purpose.  It  has  acquired  in  parliamentary  usage  a 
figurative  significali*^,  and  conveys  to  the  mind  s  speci- 
fic idea  which  no  other  word  will,  and  is  not  taken  in  its 
original  literal  meaning. 

Indeed,  almost  every  word  we  use  in  common  parlance 
has  lost  its  original  literal  signification,  and  Is  understood 
in  a  sense  altogether  figurative.  The  expression  '*  blot 
wt,**  being  very  nearly  aynonymmis  with  "  expunge,"  is 
used  in  tbe  sacred  scriptures  themselves,  in  a  pasasge 
where  no  mau  In  his  senses  would,  fbr  a  moment,  think 
of  lakinf  it  ntmlly.  Spcsking  to  tbe  Israeliteih  the 


Almighty  is  represented  as  sayii'^,  "  I  will  blot  out  as  /• 
thick  cloud  your  transgressions."   Now,  no  one  supposes 
that  a  literM  blotting  out  or  annihilation  of  the  ains  of  the 
people  was  here  intended,  but  only  that  they  woold  be 
so  completely  excluded  from  the  notice  of  that  mereiful 
Being,  as  to  become  as  though  Ihey  had  never  been. 
The  same  figurative  use  of  the  word  "  expuoRe"  is  in. 
tended  by  the  resolution  proposed,  and  we  are  nut  left 
to  guess  at  this  intention,  for  it  goes  on  to  explain  how 
the  expunction  is  to  be  performed,  and  so  describes  it 
as  to  show  that  it  will  atill  leave  the  original  resolution 
unmutihted  anil  legible.    But  I  do  not  surrender  the 
ground  heretofore  Uken  by  others^  that  no  act,  however 
solemn,  would  be  protected  by  the  constitution  from 
actual  expunction,  if  suBicient  reason  should  arise  for 
subjecting  it  to  that  process,  under  any  peculiar  force  of 
the  words  <*  keep"  and  **  publish."  I  am  not  ignorant  of 
the  wit  expended  in  attempts  to  ridicule  attaching  to  the 
word  "keep"  any  utber  significations  ihan  such  as  suited 
the  purposes  of  those  who,  having  passed  the  resolutioi^ 
are  desirous  to  preserve  it.    I  know  full  well  that  the 
most  I  idiculous  results  msy  be  produced  by  applying  a 
word  varying  in  its  slgnifiestions,  according  to  the  sub- 
ject-matter, to  one  subject-matter  instead  of  another; 
and,  perhaps,  there  is  no  word  in  the  English  language 
whose  significHtions  are  so  numerous,  and  vary  so  con< 
siderably,  according  to  the  subjecta  to  which  it  is  applied, 
as  the  word  **  keep."  A  reference^  then,  to  the  subject- 
mstter  will  lesdus  at  once,  I  conceire,  to  the  inie  signi- 
fication of  tbe  word  *■  keep,"  as  fixed  in  that  claoseof  the 
constitution.    It  Is  evidently  used  in  reference  to  a  sub* 
Ject-malter  in  its  nature  similar  to  a  diary  made  by  an 
individual,  to  books  in  which  merchants  make  entries  of 
transactions  in  trade,  to  memoranda  made  at  an  auction 
of  the  articles  sold,  their  prices,  and  purchasers.  How, 
then,  is  tbe  word  "keep"  understood,  as  applied  to  these 
subjects.    Ifitissaid  a  gentleman  keepsadiaiy,  nothing 
more  is  intended  than  that  he  makes  memoranda  ol 
what  transpires,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  pleas, 
ure,  without  any  reference  to  the  term  of  their  preser- 
vation.   If  a  clerk  is  employed  to  keep  booics,  hia  task 
is  to  make  the  entries,  and  he  has  kept  the  txioks,  al- 
though he  may  be  dismissed  as  soon  as  the  entries  are 
made.    If  one  is  employed  to  keep  the  account  of  salea 
at  an  auction,  he  baa  done  all  implied  in  the  term,  if  be 
makes  the  necessary  memoranda.    And  the  ofHcer  who 
makes  the  entries  in  (he  journal  of  the  Senate  keeps  that 
journal,  althougii  he  may  never  see  it,  except  when  en- 
gaged in  making  the  entiiea.  4ut  if  preservation  be 
conceded  as  the  signification  of  *'keepinfr,"a8  used  in  tbe 
conitiluliun,  we  answer,  the  journals  will  still  be  kept  in 
the  thousands  of  printed  volumes  every  where  extan%  al- 
though this  particular  volume  should  be  committed  to 
the  flames,  or  desteoyed  in  the  ingenions  manner  aug- 
rested  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama.    And,  at  any  rate, 
mat  preservation,  coupled  as  it  is  with  publication,  must 
be  taken  as  limited  to  the  purpose  of  publication,  which 
having  been  fulfilled,  the  object  for  which  preservation 
is  enjoined  has  been  resched,  and  the  force  of  the  com- 
mund  expended.    Believing,  then,  as  1  do,  that  the  act 
of  the  Senate,  in  adopting  the  resolution  of  1834^  was  »f>l 
unconstitutional,  I  see  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  Ua  ex- 
punction, and  only  ask  that  the  following  amendments  to 
the  preamble  may  be  adopted,  to  enable  me  heartily  to 
vote  for  both  it  and  the  resolution  which  follows  it. 

Mr.  STaAHoe  then  moved  to  amend  the  preamble  to 
(he  resolution,  by  striking  out  of  the  last  parsgraph  of  the 
hrst  page  the  words  "  irregularly,  illegally,  and  uncon- 
stitutionally," and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  *'  »*a8  not 
warranted  by  the  conatitution,  and  was  irregular  and 
illrgally."  In  tbe  second  page,  strike  out  tbe  word 
**  unconstitutional,"  and  insert  tbe  words  **  unauthmued 
by  the  coMtituUon."  And  in  the  third  psge,  strike  out 
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**  TiolMion  oT the  coniUtutloah''  ud  iniert  *■  not  wtmnt- 
ed  by  the  coiwtitation.** 

Mr.  BENTON  obscnred  thit  he  nw  •nme  diffetvnee 
between  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  and  those 
already  in  the  preamble)  however,  he  wu  not*  he  Mtd, 
at  all  tenacious  on  the  subject  t  and  he  ezprewed  bu  wil- 
fmgacM  to  accf  pt  the  amendmenti. 

Mr.  BWING  then  roM  and  addrcMed  the  Senate  as 
follows: 

Ur.  President:  Since  the  first  presentation  of  this  res* 
olution,  it  has  always  been  my  purpose  to  aay  soRiethinf; 
upon  it,  before  it  should  be  hrou^t  to  a  final  dectsiont 
but  I  was  aware,  from  indications  not  In  be  tnistskeni 
both  at  the  time  it  was  first  presented,  and  at  each  sub- 
sequent session  when  it  was  brought  forward,  that  the 
mover  did  not  design  to  bring  it  then  to  the  issue.  In- 
deed, I  well  knew  that  it  was  deeiDcd  neensary,  as  a 
pending  measure,  to  agitate  and  excite  the  country. 
Erery  moTement  with  reference  to  it  showed  that  such 
was  its  purposci  and  hence,  afier  aeverat  months'  discus- 
sion last  year,  when  there  was  a  clear  sdminisi  ration 
majority  in  the  Senate,  and  when  the  long  session  gave 
ample  time  for  deliberation  and  decision,  it  was  permit- 
ted to  expire  on  the  table,  (hough  a  vote  upon  it  was 
challenged  by  ila  opponents.  But  now,  now  at  this  mo- 
ment, iti  power  being  expended— 4very  thing  beii^ 
effected  by  it  which  can  be  expected  or  hoped  from  it— 
now  it  must  come,  and  at  once,  to  a  final  vote.  And 
gentlemen  upon  this  aide  of  the  House,  who  have  been 
f»lled  upon  to  discuss  it— who,  because  they  would  not, 
heretofore,  when  they  saw  that  it  was  but  a  farce,  dis- 
cufs  it — are  denied  a  single  day— nay,  they  are  not  al- 
lowed one  hoar,  of  which  it  is  in  (he  power  of  a  fixed 
and  determined  majority  to  deprive  them.  No  courtesy 
to  individuals,  which  has  been  usual  with  this  body,  or, 
rather,  a  part  of  its  very  eonatltutim  and  nalare,  can 
procure  the  sligtitrst  relaxation  of  the  iron  rule  which 
seems  to  be  laid  down  for  ub(  the  imall  favor  of  a  dsy  to 
deliberate  or  a  night  to  rest  is  denied;  if  we  ask  fur  an 
adjournment,  even  at  this  late  hour,  when  all  occupation 
should  be  suspended,  and  all  labor  cease,  we  hear  the 
cry  of  '*  No,  no,"  and  *■  the  yeas  and  nays,  the  yeas  and 
nays,"  coming  from  a  quarter  which,  however  it  may  be 
reipccted,  is  never  disobeyed.  Gentlemen  have  their 
reasons,  doubtless.  1  leave  them  to  weigh  the  impor'ance 
of  those  reasons,  and  to  estimate  the  propriety  of  their 
course.  And,  subject  to  all  the  diaadvantsges  under 
which  I  labor— the  extreme  lateness  of  the  hour,  great 
bodily  fatigue,  and  a  want  of  time  to  arrange  my  thoughts 
and  east  them  into  form,  and  give  them  coherence,  I 
proceed,  rather  than  sit  by  in  silence — I  proceed  to  the 
discussion  of  this  deeply  exciting  question. 

I  will  not  enter  again  fully  into  a  conrideratlon  of  the 
reasons  that  sustain  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
38lh  day  of  March,  1834,  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
expunge  from  (he  journals  of  the  Senate.  At  the  time 
when  those  resolutions  were  under  discussion,  I  gave 
reasons,  to  far  as  my  action  wai  conoemed,  fully,  and 
in  detail.  I  have  re-examined  those  reasons  since,  when 
any  excitement  to  which  (he  occasion  may  be  supposed 
to  have  given  rise  had  subsided,  and  I  find  nothing  to  re- 
tract, nothing  to  alter;  time  has  made  no  change  in  my 
convictions,  unless  it  be  to  strengthen  and  confirm  them. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  touch 
•gain  that  branch  of  the  subject,  were  it  not  that  tlie 
ailments  upon  the  other  side  have,  year  after  year, 
been  reiterated  and  re-enfbreed|  the  subject  which  had 
been  thua  cooMdered,  discussed,  decided,  and  laid  aside, 
is  (bos  revived  from  tinie  lo  time,  and  (he  arguments 
upon  the  one  vde,  with  a  perseverance  worthy  of  a  bet- 
ter cause,  are  again  and  again  shown  up  before  the  pub- 
lir,  white  those  which  sustained  that  resolution,  having 
once  been  triumphant,  are  since  permitted  to  sleep.  1 


feel  the  impolicy  of  oar  course  in  Ihi^  for  hence  im> 
preasiont  have  taken  root,  and  opinions  have  grown  up 
m  society,  which  constant  vigilance  and  constant  eflbrt, 
and  constantly  uniting  at  all  times,  and  pressing  the  eon- 
test,  would  hare  kept  down;  but  it  was  a  natural  courset 
it  arose  from  the  repugnance  which  we  all  feel  to  turn  to 
a  subject  on  which  the  mind  haa  exerted  its  powers,  and 
retrace  the  path  whioh  we  have  already  trodden,  after 
it  is  divested  of  the  obarm  of  novelty  and  the  freshneaa 
of  original  thought.  But  let  gentlemen  be  assured,  once 
for  alC  and  let  the  country  be  assured,  that  we  abandon 
'no  ground  which  we  have  assumed  and  heretofore  tus* 
tained.  Tet,  though  1  will  not  go  fully  into  the  subject 
now,  I  will  attempt  a  brief  analysis  of  the  argumenta 
which,  on  a  former  oceaslon,  1  presented  at  large  to  the 
Senate. 

It  is  perhaps  neceaiary,  in  the  first  place,  to  say  totne- 
fbing  of  the  charactor  of  the  resolution  of  1834,  and  to 
define  as  nearly  as  possible  what  we  understo'id  it  to  im- 
parl. Gentlemen  say  that,  in  its  terms,  it  conveyed  cen- 
sure of  the  act  uf  (he  President,  and  pains  are  taken  to 
show  that  its  words  imported  censure.  Now,  wr,  this 
argument  was  wholly  unnecessary;  this  declaration  use- 
less; a  simple  inquiry  would  have  settled  the  fact;  for, 
so  far  as  I  was  concerned  in  this  matter,  and  in  tbia  I  be- 
lifn  I  difi*ered  but  little  from  those  with  whom  1  acted, 
I  intended  no  praise — no  laudation  of  the  Prendent  or 
his  executive  act;  that  was  not  my  object  in  voting  for 
the  resolution.  I  thought  the  President,  in  that  act, 
had  broken  the  laws  and  violated  the  constitution  of 
our  eounlryi  and  I  intended  lo  say  so;  I  meant  to  speak 
(he  language  of  an  American  Senator,  and  a  free  Ameri- 
can citizen;  and  the  same  lai^age  which  I  uttered  then 
I  now  reiterate,  and  would  on  a  like  occasion  again  Im- 
body  it  in  the  form  of  a  resolution.  It  has  also  been 
said  that  this  resolution  attributes  evil  motives  to  the 
President,  in  the  performance  of  this  act;  and  that  the 
act  charged,  as  against  the  constitution,  joined  with  the 
motive  imputed,  forms  the  subject  of  impeachment- 
This  is  wholly  unfounded  in  fact.  The  resolution  attrib- 
utes no  motive  whatever.  It  speaks  in  the  decorous, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  dignified  language  in  which  one 
of  the  legislative  branchea  of  our  Government  may  prop- 
erly speak  of  the  Executive,  or  of  the  co-ordinate  branch. 
We  believed  that  the  legislative  rights  and  powers  of 
the  Senate  had  been  encroached  upon  by  the  Presidenti 
and  that  we,  who  exercised  those  powers  for  the  time 
being,  as  trustees  of  the  people,  were  called  upon  to  de- 
fend, or  at  least  to  assert  them.  Hiu  b^dy  could  apeak 
in  that  matter  only  by  resolution;  and  by  that  means, 
and  in  that  way,  we  did  assert  iu  righU  under  the  con-^ 
stituiion,  and  we  declared  thai  those  righta  bad  becM 
violated;  but  we  charged  no  motive.  GentleiDen  in^t 
that  there  is  impeachable  matter  chained  in  the  fitce  of 
this  resolution;  and,  when  we  deny  it,  because  no  motive 
is  charged,  they  turn,  and  say  we  have  abandoned  our 
ground;  that  we  soften  down  and  palliate,  to  avoid  the 
effect  of  our  own  act.  This,  also,  is  putting  a  false  face 
upon  the  whole  matter.  1,  for  one,  personally,  never 
said  and  never  believed  that  the  President  was  actuated 
in  this  matter  by  those  high  motives  of  public  interest 
which  ought  to  govern  the  Executive  of  a  great  nation. 
I  never  thought  so;  I  never  said  so;  and  I  have  not  waver- 
ed in  my  opinion;  but  that  opinion,  which  was  my  own, 
was  never  incorporated  into  the  resolution,  neither  in 
language  nor  in  subsunce.  Then,  let  the  resolution 
sund  for  itself,  and  speak  its  own  languagei  snd  let  (be 
opinions  of  each  of  those  who  supported  it  be  their  own, 
be  they  strong  or  weak,  firm  or  wavering;  but  let  thoee 
private  and  individual  opinions  be  kept  distinct  from 
the  resolution,  and  lei  us  be  met  in  the  argument  fiiirly, 
not  miu-epresented . 
1  presume  it  will  be  admitled  that  it  is  in  the  power  o 
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CnngKU  and  the  Preiident,  conjointly,  by  ft  Uw,  to  i 
piece  the  public  treasure  in  such  %  sitiiallon  thftt  it  will  | 
not  be  in  the  direct  ftnd  immediate  poiaeaiion  and  con- 
trol of  the  Prciidcnt.  Perhaps  I  aak  too  much,  by  way  \ 
of  conceMion,  conitdering  the  temper  and  character  or 
the  present  tioteat  but  ttie  time  hai  been,  and,  I  truat, 
will  be  again,  when  it  would  atrike  any  American  states- 
mnataaeir>eTideni  proposition.  The  constitution  dt?- 
ctarea  that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  public 
Treaxiry  except  upon  appropriations  ntftde  by  Uwt  and  iT 
the  Ezecutire  be  ft  unit,  »  haa  been  lometimet  contend- 
ed t  and  if  the  keeping  of  the  treasure  be  necesaarily  an 
executive  ofRcet  and  if  the  drawing  of  money  from  ibe 
Treasury  be  also  ftn  execiilire  office,  the  keeping  of  the 
treasure  and  the  drawing  from  the  Treasury  be  both 
done  by  the  aame  hand,  then  hue  the  framers  of  our 
eonititution  failed,  miserably  failed,  in  their  attempt  to 
adjust  its  checkn  and  balances — in  their  attempt  to  place 
the  sword  and  the  purse  of  Ihe  nation  in  separate  and 
dhtinct  bands.  To  siy  that  money  shall  not  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  except  by  approprialiont  made  by 
law,  and  yet  place  the  whole  treasure  of  the  nation  in 
the  hands  of  the  Executive,  who  is  (according  to  (he 
political  creed  of  gentlemen)  the  disbursing  officer,  also 
would  be  an  exccn  of  weakneat  almoat  approadiing  to 
idiocy. 

If,  then,  it  were  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  place  tifc 
public  treasure  out  of  the  immediate  eontrol  of  the  Presi- 
dent, it  was  done  in  the  law  chartering  the  late  Bank  nf 
the  United  States.  The  public  moneys  were  placed  in 
deposite  in  that  bank  by  taw;  the  bank,  therefore,  be- 
came the  Treasury*  for  that  is  ihe  Treasury  where  the 
public  treasure  is  deposited  and  kept.  The  coiislitution 
declares  that  money  shall  not  be  drawn  from  this  Treas- 
ury except  by  appropriations  made  pursuant  to  law,  and 
Ihe  law  provides  (hat  the  drposltei  (or,  in  other  word*, 
the  treasure)  shall  remain  in  that  bank,  uolesii  removed 
,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (not  by  the  President,) 
and  for  reasons  which  he  (the  Secretary)  shall  make 
known  to  Congresfl.  So  stand,  or  rather  so  stood,  the 
constitution  and  the  law— as  the  saffgiiardt  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure.  Could  the  President  touch,  could  lie  pos- 
sess bimarir  of  that  treasure,  without  an  infraction  of 
the  law  and  a  violation  of  the  constitution  f  Could  he, 
by  a  slrainht-forward,  direct  act,  in  bis  own  name,  and 
by  his  own  power,  unaided  by  any  instrument  which  he 
might  f^sliion  for  himself,  or  which  the  eonstitijtion  had 
placed  in  his  hands  for  other  purpo<ies?  If  he  could  not, 
IS  the  act  (he  less  illegal  or  iinconstitulioniil  when  done 
by  indirection  F  All  admit  that  a  direct  order  from  the 
President  wuuld  not  have  touched  public  funds,  and  (hat 
the  immediate  keepers  of  those  funds  would  not  have 
been  bound  to  obey,  or  even  have  been  justified  in  obey- 
ing, such  order.  Bur  the  law  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  President  an  instrument  with  which  It  could  be  done, 
and  with  which  it  was  done;  and  1  shall  now  show  (bat 
it  was  done  by  putting  a  lawful  instrument  to  an  unlaw- 
ful use. 

The  cnnttilution  places  the  collection  of  the  revenues 
of  (he  United  States  in  Congreut  and  the  spirit  of  (hat 
provinon,  coupled  with  the  oiber  proviwon  »hich  re- 
quires a  law  of  Congress  to  draw  money  from  the  Treas- 
ury, riearly  fixes  the  custody  of  those  revenues,  when 
collected,  in  the  aame  handst  and  the  several  laws  passetl 
shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  separating 
our  Government  into  Departments,  and  appointing  Itietr 
bead»,  recognise  and  keep  up  this  nrinctple.  In  those 
tela  the  Department  of  Stale  iscajledan  ''executive  Oe> 
partment."  So  with  (be  Department  of  War{  and  both 
eommuninate  directly  with  the  Preaident,  and  not  with 
Cnngrrni  while  the  Treanury  Department  ia  not  st>led 
executive,  and  is  made  to  communicate  directly  with 
Coi'greti.   Tbutiiczplajned  the  intent  of  the  framcra  of 


the  constitution,  and  the  understanding  «bich  a  content* 
poraneous  Congress  had  of  its  provisions. 

But  gentlemen  here  seize  upon  general  terms  used  In 
that  instrument,  and  would  make  Ibem  overturn  itimost 
particular  and  express  provtaions.    The  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  STXAxax]  sa)3  (hat,  by  the  expreaa 
lanKUSge  of  the  constitution,  "all  executive  power  is 
vested  in  the  President."    The  Senator  has  interpolated 
a  word,  and  an  important  one.    The  constitution  doea 
not  say  <'a1l|"  its  letter  dues  not,  its  spirit  does  not. 
The  language  of  the  cnnstitudon  iR,  **  the  executive  pow- 
er," &c.;  but  gentlemen,  assuming  tiiat  all  executive 
power  is  granted,  then  exercise  their  ingenuity  to  find 
how  many  of  the  powers  of  our  Government  ma^  be  call- 
ed executivei  and  all  that  can  be  included  within  that 
sweeping  and  undi-finable  term  they  attribute  to  the 
President.    But  the  constitution  does  not  say  "aU|"  and 
if  it  did,  the  term,  as  it  is  elsewhere  limited,  would  not 
justify  their  conclusions.    Another  clause  in  the  consti- 
tution does  grant  "all  the  legislative  powers'*  to  Con- 
gress) and  yet  the  same  instrument.  In  another  of  its  ar- 
ticlets  Confera  a  large  and  important  portion  of  those 
,  powers  upon  the  President.    The  judicial  power  is  vest- 
ed  in  s  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  such 
inferior  courts  as  Congress  shall  from  (ime  to  time  ap- 
point; and  yet  the  aame  instrument  vests  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  an  important  portion  of  those  judictal 
pnwerc— (he  trial  of  impeachments.    It  vests  in  tlia 
Presi<1ent  "  Ihe  executive  power,"  and  in  another  article 
gives  to  the  Senate  of  Ibe  United  8(atesamost  impor. 
tant  share  in  (hal  executive  power.       Gentlemen  who 
contend  that  all  power  executive  in  i(s  nature  must  fol- 
low this  general  grant,  and  who  go  for  the  exact  separa- 
tion,  by  distinct  lines,  of  the  three  great  powers—legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  judicial — and  their  investment  in 
three  separate,  uncontrolled,  irresponsible,  branches, 
aeem  (o  me,  with  all  deference,  (oundersUnd  liKleof  the 
nature  of  government.    If  those  powers  were  exactly 
separa(ed,  so  that  each  stood  entirely  unchecked  and 
slone,  the  executive  power,  being  the  stronger— indeed, 
the  only  power  capable  of  action — having  drawn  to  it- 
self, and,  according  to  gentlemen,  Ijeing  entitled  to,  the 
custody  of  the  treasure  of  thenarion,w€nild  be  independ- 
ent of  all  others,  and  above  them  all,  and  all  must  be 
absorbed  and  swallowed  up  in  its  vortex. 

I  have  said  that  the  executive  act  which  the  resolution 
«f  M«ich,  1834,  eondt  mns,  was,  in  the  language  of  that 
resolution,  in  derogation  of  both  the  constitution  and 
law.    This  I  shall  attempt  to  estahlish. 

It  was  against  law.  Tfie  act  of  Coogreu  incorporating 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  a  Uw  containing  in  iu 
self  a  contract  as  soon  as  accepted  by  the  bank,  and  it 
was  a  contract  for  a  good  and  valuable  conslderatinni 
this  contract  was  violsted  in  iis  spirit  and  intent,  (and  tba 
gendeman  from  Norlh  Carofina  [Sir.  STaanos]  will  not, 
I  presume,  deny  (hat  this  contract  had  a  spirit  as  well  aa 
letter,  if  the  constitution  have  none.)  It  was  violated  in 
its  spirit,  and  so  vii-Uted  that,  as  between  individuals  in 
a  parallel  caae,  an  action  of  law  could  have  been  auatain- 
ed,  and  damages  recovered.  This  contract  was,  that  the 
public  money  ahould  be  deposited  in  (he  bank,  and 
shnuld  be  continued  there  in  deposite,  until  removed  by 
(he  Secretary  of  (he  I'reasury,  for  reasons  which  he  was 
required  to  lay  before  CongrcFS.  Fur  this,  among  other 
things,  the  bank  agreed  to  transmit  the  public  fundi^ 
wheresoever  wanted,  free  of  chirget  and  it  paid,  in  cash, 
a  large  bonus  to  the  Government.  Under  this  contract, 
it  seems  to  me  perfectly  ubvioua,  and  even  self-evident, 
that  the  public  denosites  could  not  be  removed,  unless 
there  were  some  just  financial  cause  fur  removal.  It 
could  not  be  done  to  try  experiments,  nor  to  lest  its  e^ 
feet  upon  the  pubfic  mind,  but  fur  some  fiscal  reason,  of 
ftbich  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  official  cogni. 
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lancr,  ind  wliicb  he,  u  the  fiscal  agent,  could  make 
known  to  Congresa.  The  remoTal,  too,  muat,  in  order  to 
conrorm  to  thia  taw,  be  an  act  of  the  Secretary  or  the 
Treaniryhimaelf— hiaownofficlal  act— bii  ownreaaon  ap- 

(irovinir,  and  hia  own  will  monng  him  to  iu  execution, 
t  muat  have  been,  likewise,  a  Secretary,  the  regular  offi- 
cer of  the  Government  appointed  to  perform  the  general 
duties  of  that  office,  and  io  whose  dutiea  tliia  was  but  in- 
cidental and  additional;  not  an  officer  appointed  Tor  the 
■ole  and  only  purpose  of  doing  this  act,  and  pledged  or 
committed  to  the  act  befure  bis  appoudment.  If  Ihia 
were  not  the  case,  the  reference  to  the  SecreUr;  of  the 
Treuiiry,  and  the  requi.-ement  of  hi*  reatonn,  were  but 
a  mockei7,  a  criminal  enaion  of  right  and  juatlce,  which 
would  atamp  fraud  upon  any  private  contract.  I  have 
thus  shown  what  ought  to  have  been  done  according  to  a 
fair  and  just  consliuction  of  thia  Uw  and  contract!  1 
will  now  bhow  tthat  was  in  fact  done. 

Just  afier  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  and  but  a  few 
veekl  after  an  inquiry  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  a  deciaion  Ihat  the  public  depoaitea  were  safe  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  the  President  act  on  foot  ne- 
gnt:ations  with  tlie  State  banks,  with  a  view  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites;  thia  without  the  consent  or  con- 
currence of  llie  then  Se'cretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
removal,  but  with  his  known  and  avowed  opinion  against 
the  propriety  as  well  as  the  legality  of  the  act.  I  speak 
now  uf  Secretary  McLane,  who  waa  consulted  by  the 
President,  and  required  to  do  the  deed.  He  would 
not  lend  himself  to  be  the  inslrament  fur  any  such  pur- 
pose} be  refused,  and  waa  removed  from  that  oflice,  to 
•  higher,  it  it  Inir,  but  removed  ao  that  he  went  out  of 
the  way,  and  could  not  prevent  the  measure.  He  waa 
of  opinion  that  tlie  deposites  could  not  legally  be  re- 
moved without  a  reason,  and  that  the  reasons  alleged  as 
eiiiting  were  unfounded  or  insufficient.  N"W,  I  contend 
thai,  accordinfc  to  any  fair  construction  of  the  law,  the 
bank  had  a  right  to  Die  judgment  of  Mr.  UcLanr,  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  that  subject,  and  was  enti- 
tled to  all  the  benefit  of'^ hia  judgment  and  hia  volition; 
and  it  waa  a  breach,  or,  worse,  a  dishoneat  evasion  of  that 
contract,  to  put  (hat  Secretary  nut  of  the  way,  his  opinion 
having  been  taken,  and  because  his  opinion  was  taken, 
and  put  another  in  hia  place  in  order  Io  try  the  experi- 
ment upon  and  by  that  oihrr,  cspeciHlly  as  the  then  Sec- 
retary was  not  even  accused  of  the  slightest  impropriety 
in  hia  jiidgment  or  hi  hia  acts.  Hia  promotion  to  a  aiipe- 
rior  oflice  ahowa  that  he  had  not  loat  the  confidence  of 
the  Ezeculive.  Hr.  McLane  waa  removed,  and  Mr. 
Duane  appointed  speeially  to  perform  the  act.  He  waa 
approached  on  the  subject,  immediately  after  his  appo'nt- 
ment,  in  m  manner  which  touched  hia  spirit  and  wounded 
his  pride,  and  by  an  indtviduul  from  whose  Communion 
be  shiunk  with  disgust.  He  waa  prevsed  by  tlie  Presi< 
ident  himself,  but  at  last  refused,  because  the  reasons  for 
the  act  were  Insufficient,  and  he  waa  removed)  and  so 
far  aa  executive  disappointment  and  parly  slander  could 
do  it,  he  was  disgraced.  The  President  then  called  in  a 
third  Secrttaay,  who  had  pronounced  an  opinion  before 
b'S  appoinimenli  and  by  the  President,  through  him,  the 
act  Wds  done.  Now,  I  say  tha>,  if  in  a  paiallcl  case  be- 
tween individuals  thra  course  had  been  pursued  by  one 
party  towarda  the  other,  any  court  or  jury  would  decide, 
any  honest  community  would  declare,  that  the  contract 
was  violated — shamefully  vioUted. 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ddchaitaii,]  in 
his  zeal  to  vindicate  the  acts  uf  the  President,  and  testify 
bis  gratitude  to  him,  has  done  injustice  to  some  of  bis 
own  constituents — to  men,  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  sc 
cia)  and  official,  as  correct  and  honorable  as  himself. 
The  gentleman  aaid  that  the  directors  cf  the  Bank  of  the 
Unitetl  Stale*,  for  political  effect,  fur  the  purpose  of  op. 
crating  upon  the  election^  and  compelling  a  rechartrf 
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of  the  bank,  first  threw  out  a  large  amount  of  bank  pa- 
per, and  created  a  delusive  prosperityt  then  suddenly 
contracted  their  issues,  in  order  to  distress  the  commu* 
nity,  and  make  them  cry  out  for  a  rrcharter.  Thi^  sir, 
is  not  true  in  the  connexion  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  Btatcdt  it  is  not  true  in  fact,  to  aay  nothing  about  mo- 
tive. The  bank  did  not  contract  ita  iaiuea  until  it  had 
received  notice — unofficial,  it  is  true,  but  not  until  it  bad 
received  notice — that  the  deposites  would  be  withdrawn, 
and  (hat  the  executive  power  and  influence  would  be  di- 
reeled  against  the  inatitution,  to  discredit  and  deatroy  it. 
The  documents  laid  upon  our  table  during  that  agitating 
aeasion  conclusively  show  thli  fact.  The  public  printa  <n 
the  day,  on  tbe  aide  of  the  administration,  show  it.  Tbtt 
speeches  of  Senators  in  this  body  at  that  time  show  it. 
By  all  theae  the  bank  waa  declared  to  be  insolvent,  and 
unworthy  of  credit.  The  public  deposites  were  said  to 
be  unufe  in  ita  vaults,  in  consequence  of  that  insolvency; 
and  the  agent  appointed  by  the  President  to  aetlle  the 
preliminaries  of  a  contract  with  aome  of  the  State  banka 
declares  that  be  will  bring  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes, 
as  a  repiilr,  to  tbe  feet  of  the  Executive.  Then,  with 
all  thia  executive  power  and  executive  influence  directed 
against  it;  with  this  large  amount  of  public  deposites  to 
be  suddenly  and  capriciously  withdrawn,  while  at  tha 
same  time  the  party  preos  resounded  through  the  Union 
the  approaching  prostration  and  destruction  of  the  bank; 
while  the  institution  waa  assailed  on  all  sides,  and  unad* 
vised  of  the  point  at  which  the  next  attack  was  to  ba 
made;  I  ask  you,  sir,  and  I  ask  every  candid  man,  wheth- 
er the  men  who  managed  the  sffaira  of  that  intlilution, 
whose  public  and  whme  private  characters  also  were  in  a 
high  degree  involved  in  making  good  its  defence,  I  ask 
whether  they  can  be  censured,  with  any  ahow  or  color  of 
justice,  for  using  all  the  lawful  means  which  were  placed 
in  their  hands  to  sustain  and  aupport  the  credit  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

Sir,  not  only  their  duty  to  themselTri^  but  their  dutjr 
to  the  public  at  large,  required  it.  if  that  bank  had 
fallen  beneath  the  weight  of  the  executive  arm,  it  would 
have  dragged  down  with  it  moat  of  the  banks  in  the 
Union,  anil  it  would  have  ciused  much  individual  dis- 
tres<i,  bankruptcy,  and  ruin.  Hence  every  principle  of 
■elf-preservation,  every  motive  of  patriotism  and  of  duty, 
united  to  impel  those  men  to  use  every  means  ao  to 
guard  and  fortily  and  defend  their  institution  aa  Ihat  it 
would  atand  the  ahock.  And  they  did  guard  it  and  de- 
fend it  so  that  it  withstood  a  power  before  which  the 
Bank  of  England  would  have  fallen,  even  in  its  moat 
palmy  daya.  Perlisps  they  fortified  their  fortresa  mora 
strongly  than  actual  necessity  required;  perhaps  Ihey 
overrated  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  and  were  nut  fully 
conscious  of  their  ownj  perhaps  ihey  remained  in  their 
intrenchmenli  after  the  siege  was  raised,  or  the  power 
of  the  aasailants  had  become  exliaiiated;  but  if  they  erred, 
it  was  on  ibe  s>de  nut  of  danger  but  of  duty,  and  Iheir 
success  has  conferred  a  Isating  benefit  on  tbe  country. 
This  much  I  hare  thought  proper  to  say  in  behalf  of 
those  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  snme  acquaintance, 
but  no  connexion  uf  any  kind;  and  I  say  it  as  an  act  of 
common  justice  towards  them,  who  have  been  attacked, 
and  whose  acts  have  been  misrepresented  on  this  floor. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  STaAWox,]  in 
the  abundance  of  his  charily,  deeUrea  that  he  dues  not 
accuse  Senators  of  taking  bribes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  He  acquits  them  of  the  foul  charge,  as 
he  really  believes  they  were  not  bribed.  Ti.e  Senate  are 
much  indebted  to  the  honorable  member  for  his  decree 
of  acquittal,  especially  as  they  never  constituted  him 
their  judge.  But  what  right  liaa  he,  or  what  right  has 
any  man  who  is  not  himsell  shameless,  in  the  presence  of 
lliia  body  or  elsewhere,  to  enterlain^he  infamous  prupo- 
•itioD  fur  a  momenti  to  speak  of  it  in  terms  of  either  de- 
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nial  or  beliefi  to  refer  to  it  at  all,  except  to  coiuig'n  the 
base  lUnderert  who  inrented  and  vho  uttered  it,  to  the 
depth  of  inramy  which  their  atrocious  falaehoodi  have 
merited?  But  there  are  bounds  to  the  liberality  of  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina.    He  thinka,  if  I  have  com- 

{irehended  him,  that  gentlemen  here  who  were  counsel 
or  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  may  hare  been  warped 
in  their  feelings  and  judgment  from  that  cause,  to  fwn 
opinions  which  no  unbiased  and  intelligent  man  could 
form,  and  to  do  acta  which  no  honeat  man  haring  an  in- 
tellect much  above  idiocy  could  do.  The  Senator  haa 
not  told  us  where,  or  how,  or  among  whom,  be  haa  form- 
ed his  opinion  of  the  bar,  especially  of  those  who  are  ad- 
mitted to  be  among  its  best  and  most  honorable  and  most 
enlightened  members. 

[Mr.  STBAirai  explained:  did  not  say  that  gentlemen 
who  were  counsel  for  the  bank  were  biased  from  that 
cause,  but  that  they  were  warped  by  political  excite- 
ment.] 

I  am  happy  (aid  Mr.  E.)  to  receive  the  explanation 
of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  and  yet  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  comprehend  how  he  used  the  fact  of  the  empluy- 
ment  of  some  gentlemen  as  legal  counsel  for  the  bank, 
and  the  ataiement  of  that  faet  following,  with  a  "but," 
the  |enen^  acquittal  of  direct  and  naked  bribery.  But 
however  these  engagements  may  hare  been  supposed  by 
him  or  others  to  operate  on  the  minds  of  gentlemen  with 
whom  they  were  made,  they  certainly  never  sfFectcd 
mine,  aa  I  never  was  in  any  case  ibe  counsel  of  that  in- 
stitution. Still  I  know  not  but  the  aame  influence  may  be 
brought  equally  home  to  me,  for  I  in  several  cases  pronted 
by  the  litigation  of  the  bank,  by  engaKcmenta  on  the  oppo- 
site aide,  which  engagements  I  should  never  have  had, 
if  there  had  been  no  bank  to  bring  suits  aninst  those 
who  employed  me  to  defend  them.  So  thai,  on  the 
whole,  1  believe  I  must  even  share  with  my  friends  here, 
whom  1  have  aometimes  met  in  the  hall  below,  where 
justice  is  atill  administered,  and  where  truth  and  reason 
and  law  are  not  yet  outraged  or  ipurned.  I  must  even 
content  myself  to  share  with  them  in  the  impulalion  of 
that  bias  which  eounsellora  at  law  are  supposed  to  feel 
in  behalf  of  those  through  whose  means  they  obtain  a 
cause  in  a  court  of  justice. 
But  I  do  not  admit  that  the  Senator's  chirge,  aa  eT- 

flained,  approaches  nearer  to  the  truth  than  lliat  which 
had  mistaken  for  it,  and  which  he  has  just  corrected. 
1,  for  one,  was  not  moved  in  this  matter  b^  political  inter- 
est or  pdlitical  excitement.  It  was  a  subject  forcool  de- 
liberation and  flcAer  judgment,  and  1  brought  the  pow- 
ers of  my  mind  calmly  and  patiently  to  act  upon  it{  and 
when  full  conviction  fultowed  investigation,  and  my 
opinion  was  fixed,  I  acted  in  obedience  to  the  dictatea  or 
that  judgment,  not  under  exciiemeni — unleaa,  indeed,  a 
strong  feeling  of  attachment  to  those  abitractions  called 
law  and  right,  which  at  some  time^  and  in  some  minds, 
wann^  ana  kindles^  and  glows  to  entliusiaam,  la  to  be 
called  by  that  name. 

I  hare  said,  ami  have  attempted  to  show,  that  tbe  act 
of  the  President  in  the  removal  of  the  depositea,  was 
illegal.  The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  eannnt  con- 
ceive it  postible«that  any  man  can  hold  such  an  opinion) 
but  he  tells  us  that  he  was  himself  alartled  at  the  bold- 
ness of  the  act:  he  feared  the  people  would  not  sustain  it. 
And  permit  me,  with  all  deference,  to  aay  to  that  gen- 
tleman, that  if  the  people  bad  not  sustained  it,  he  would 
then  hare  been  startled  at  its  illegality.  1  thought  it 
lllegalf  so  thought  twenty -eight  out  of  forty-eight  Senators 
in  tnis  body  t  so  thought  UcLane,  Secretary  of  tbe  Treas. 
ury:  so  thought  Duane,  who  was  made  Secretary  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  doing  the  act.  And  when  ihey  thought 
so,  tbeir  political  fiQ^hngs  and  their  personal  predilec- 
tions were  all  on  the  wde  of  those  dmng  the  act  which 
their  judgments  condemned.   Tbia  ■ame  act,  sir,  which 


startled  the  Senator  from  North  Carorma  in  bis  private 
retreat,  startled  also  the  nation;  and  the  sensation  did  not 
subside  until  Ihey  and  he  had  become  used  and  recon- 
ciled to  new  and  extravagant  acts  of  executive  power. 
There  are  other  gentlemen  now  on  ibia  floor  who  con- 
demned this  act  fti  tbe  atrongeat  term^  until  they  knew 
that  the  popular  rotce  would  sustain  it.  The  Senator 
from  Virginia  near  me,  [Mr.  Rives,]  at  tl|f  close  of  the 
last  sesnon,  in  a  speech  which,  I  am  forry  to  say,  haa 
never  found  its  way  into  the  public  papers,  declared 
that  in  this  act4le  thought  the  Executive  had  gone  to 
the  very  verffe  of  the  constitution,  but  that  he  had  not 
overstepped  it.  I  differed  from  the  Seifator  from  Vir- 
ginia in  this  only:  I  thought  he  had  not  only  gone  to  the 
rerve  of  the  constitutional  boundary,  that  he  bad 
broken  over  it.  That  gentleimn  and  myself  were  sep- 
arated in  opinion  by  a  mere  mathematical  line — length, 
without  breadth  or  thickness — for  he  thouglil,  and  ao 
aaid  on  the  occasion  1  have  referred  to,  that  the  custo- 
dy of  the  public  treasure  belonged,  by  the  constitution, 
to  the  repreaentatives  of  the  States  and  of  the  proplei 
and  that  almost  any  sacrifice  ought  to  be  made,  in  ord«r 
lo  restore  it  to  their  hands.  But  the  Senator  from 
North  Cardina— whose  opinion,  since  be  has  recorered 
from  the  Rrst  surprise  that  the  executive  act  oceuioned, 
is,  on  this  subject  especially,  entitled  to  a  very  great 
weight— thinks  lhai  no  man,  possessing  both  honesty  and 
sense,  could  vole  for  the  resolution  which  passed  the 
Senate. 

[Mr.  STaiRox.  I  did  not  say  so.  1  said  they  could 
not,  unless  under  strong  previous  bias.] 

Mr.  Rwtae.  The  explanation  amounts  to  but  little. 
A  bias  wbioh  destroyed  (be  honealy  or  obscured  the 
sense  is  now  introduced  and  attribuied,  to  lighten  the 
odium  of  the  charge  which  his  unqualified  language,  aa 
I  undt-rstood  it,  caaf  upon  the  former  majority  of  thia 
body.  And  now,  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  who  be- 
lieved the  President  had  gone  to  the  very  verge  of  the 
consliiution,  and  had  then  possessed  himselT  of  the 
treasure  which,  by  that  constitution,  belonged  to  the 
repre&entalirea  of  the  people,  and  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  who  was,  in  private,  •■startled"  by  tbe 
boldness  of  the  act,  until  he  found  that  the  people  si» 
tainrdit,  are  ready  to  vole  censure  and  obloquy  upon  ihnae 
Senators  who  ventured  to  express  an  opinion,  before  tbey 
knew  whether  ihst  opinion  would  be  sustained  b^  the  pop- 
ular voice  or  not.  For  one,  I  rt  spect  not  their  opiniona,  so 
elicited  and  so  expressedi  and  [  scorn  their  censure  and 
their  reproach.  When  men  use  language  harsh  or  vin- 
dictive, or  utter  degrading  charges  against  others  at 
least  as  honorable  as  ihemselrea,  they  seize  a  two-edged 
sword,  which  often  wounds  the  hand  that  wields  it.  I 
am  willing  to  stand  in  the  ranks  In  which  I  then  stood, 
and  now  atand,  and  receive  their  onset,  no  matter  how 
fierce  and  how  furious.  I  am  willing  to  risk  tbe  char- 
acter of  the  majority  which  passed  that  resolution,  for 
integrity  and  intelligence,  and  independence  irf*  thought 
and  of  action,  against  this  majority,  which  is  now  Ibe  in- 
strument of  its  repudiation.  And  if,  in  connexion  with 
the  pregnant  tnctdrntaof  the  limes,  the  names  of  those 
who  hare  taken  part  in  the  moving  scenes  should  de- 
scend, and  pass  in  review  before  posterity,  I  feel  that  I 
have  well  chnaen  Ibe  rank  in  which  my  humble  name 
shall  fctaiid  lo  receive  the  judgment  of  that  auguat 
tribunal. 

I  find  that  I  am  deaullory  and  diffuse  in  my  coarse  of 
discussion,  but  time  waa  not  allowed  me  to  prepare  to 
be  connected  and  brief.  I  have  shown  that  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  waa  in  violation  of  a  contract,  and 
■gainst  law.  I  khall  now  endeavor  to  make  g-iod  the 
position  that  it  was  in  violation  of  the  conatilulion.  For 
this  a  few  words  will  sufBcct  for  it  flows  as  a  conse- 
quence from  the  illegality  of  tbe  aa  of  removal,  and 
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tlw  oooeedrd  pcNnt  tlut  Ihe  I^giibttuKi  ind  not  the 
Exceutive,  ii  tbe.eonititutional  keeper  and  gutrdian  of 
the  public  treuure.  The  President,  if  be  Dwl  Kized 
thitt  treaaure  by  an  act  of  open  and  direct  riolenee,  and 
become  binuelf  the  keeper,  in  defiance  of  legialatire 
authority,  would,  by  the  concurrent  opinion  of  all  here, 
have  riolated  that  constitution  which  made  the  Lef^isla- 
ture  its  keeper.  But  if,  through  the  exercise  of  a  power 
which  the  mo  (not  the  constitution)  placed  in  hit  hands 
for  other  parpoeea,  he  did  by  liiwful  means  eflfiect  tiru 
uncoMtituiioMi  object,  does  it  vary  the  case,  or  make 
the  violation  of  the  constitution  leas  certain?  The  Presi- 
dent tiad  by  law  a  right  to  remove  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  though  he  had  no  right  to  seize  the  public 
treasuret  but,  through  (be  exercise  of  that  power  of 
removal,  exerted  for  that  distinct  and  avowed  purpose, 
and  that  purpose  onljr,  he  did  seiie  upon  the  public  treas- 
ure, and  dispose  of  it  according  to  bis  will.  He  used  a 
lawful  weapon  to  do  an  illegal  and  unconstitutional  act. 
This  is  not  ilifRcult  to  be  comprehended.  A  man  bss  a 
legal  right  to  use  bis  own  walking<4tickt  yet  it  ia  easy  to 
conceive  bow  he  may  use  it  illegally.  The  Senator 
from  Virginia  admits  tliat  (he  Prendent  almost  violated 
the  constitution.  **Bc  mrcbed  to  iti  verge."  I  lay 
he  overstepped  it. 

Tbeae  are  my  reasons  for  thinking  and  for  voting  that 
the  executive  act  of  the  Preudent  in  the  case  referred 
to  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  constitution  anil'Iaw, 
but  in  violation  of  both;  and  I  care  not  how  lighlty  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  may  speak  of  either  the 
sense  or  honesty  which  dictated  that  opinion  and  that 
vote.  Language  such  ss  bis  on  this  occasion  fslls  harm- 
less to  the  ground,  or  recoils  on  him  who  utters  it. 

Having  proved  (he  statement  in  the  resolution  (rue» 
the  next  inquiry  ii  as  to  our  right  to  spread  it  on  the 
record.  Gentlemen  on  the  si<te  of  the  adminbtratton 
heap  upon  the  act,  in  this  aspect  of  it,  the  terms 
."shameful,**  "di^rscefiil,"  " flagrant  impropriety"— 
all  the  epithets  of  deteststion  and  abhorrence  witich 
those  diligent  gentlemen  have  been  able  to  collect  and 
amass  from  our  whole  vocabulary.  But  let  this  pass{  it 
amounts  to  liilte.  Reproach  and  violence  from  those 
who  profess  to  psss  judgment  leaves  an  intelligent  pub- 
Kc  (to  whom  ta  the  ftnal  appeal)  impressed  with  the 
conviction  that  the  discretion  of  the  judge  was  lost  in 
his  own  passion.  They  probably  will  not  stop  to  inquire 
what  has  become  of  bis  propriety.  On  the  one  hand, 
towards  the  former  majority  of  the  Senate  we  have 
vituperation  and  reproach  fit  to  be  cast  only  un  a  tenant 
of  Newgate,  by  a  felon  like  himself]  and  tuwsrds  the 
Prudent  tirade  upon  tirade  of  fulsome  flattery,  which 
would  make  even  a  coquette  turn  sick.  Let  all  this  go 
to  the  eountryi  a  discerning  public  will  see  what  I  see — 
motives  not  to  be  named  or  avowed,  lying  deep  in  the 
breasts  of  those  who  say  and  do  these  things— deep,  but 
not  hidden,  and  prompting  lliem,  or  rather  goading 
them  on  to  the  act.  As  the  deed  is  to  be  dune,  I  am 
glad  it  comes  in  the  form  and  is  pressed  in  the  spirit  and 
temper  which  here  discloses  itself)  for,  being  so  done, 
it  will  be  repudiated  u  authority,  either  aa  to  opinion  or 
fiiet,  by  every  honest  and  candio  mind. 

Why  was  it  improper  or  indelicate  to  pais  this  resohi. 
.lion,  if  the  facts  and  opinions  set  forth  in  it  be  true  and 
correct?  Gentlemen  aay  we  may  not  express  our  opin- 
ion of  the  act,  because  we  may  possibly  be  the  triers  of 
the  actor.  The  President  might,  by  possibility,  be  im- 
peached, and  we,  as  a  Senate,  would  he  called  upon  to 
try  him;  therefore,  it  waa  indelicate  and  improper  to 
sive  an  opinion  beforehand  which  night  influence  our 
dceisiOD  hereafter.  Now,  my  answer  to  this  is,  that  the 
tioeation  of  delicacy  and  propriet  y  here  put  is  merely  of 
a  personal  nature,  and  addresses  ilaeir  to  each  Individual 
.  member  rather  thuiL  to  the  whole  bodyj  for  the  Sentte, 


ss  a  body,  waa  not  committed  to  any  thing  by  that  reso- 
hition.  Suppose,  then,  at  the  time  these  resolutions 
paswd,  with  the  fiill  knowledge  that  all  of  us  had  of  the 
power  of  the  Executive  and  the  state  of  parties  in  the 
other  Houset  suppose  sny  one  here,  being  asked  pri- 
vately his  opinion  on  the  subject,  had  declined,  as  a 
matter  of  delicacy,  to  give  it,  lest  he  should  be  com- 
mitted in  case  of  an  impeachment  preferred  against  the 
President,  which  would  you  have  considered  it,  a  seri- 
ous scruple,  or  rather  an  idle  jestf  The  truth  is,  there 
is  nothing  in  the  point,  nor  am  I  able  to  convince  my- 
self that  any  man  (**  except  under  strong  political  bias'*) 
can  believe  there  is  any  thing  in  it.  As  fur  myself,  I 
knew  there  was  to  he  no  impeachment,  and  no  trial;  and 
my  own  opinion  of  propriety  and  right  was  then,  as  it  is 
now,  the  guide  of  my  own  actions.  The  President  bad 
done  an  act  violatory  of  the  constitution,  and  especially 
afl^cting  the  powers  and  rights  of  this  body  as  one  of 
the  legislalive  branches  of  the  Government.  What  was 
to  he  done?  Reassert  the  constitution  and  the  rights  of 
(he  Senate  by  law?  The  executive  veto  was  ready  to 
give  a  quietus  to  evtry  law  which  you  might  have  at- 
tempted to  pass.  He  had  possessed  himself  of  the  pub- 
lie  treasure,  and  you  could  pa>s  no  law  to  wrest  it  from 
his  hands.  What  waa  to  be  done?  Be  calm,  say  ge'n- 
tlemen;  be  quiet;  make  no  disturbance;  it  ti  quite 
slartling;  but  say  nothing;  tlie  country  can  stand  it;  and 
perhaps,  if  you  are  silent  and  patient  under  this,  the 
President  may  commit  no  more  acts  of  violence;  but,  if 
>ou  irritate,  he  may  do  still  worse  things.  Thej'  there- 
fore would  have  recommended  silence  and  submission. 

The  Senate,  as  a  legislative  bo<1y,  has  the  right  to  as- 
sert its  own  powers  by  virtue  of  that  first  of  nature's 
laws,  self-preservation.  A  body  composed  of  numerous 
members  can  apeak  only  by  some  prescribed  form,  such 
as  so  order  or  resolution;  and  as,  m  this  case,  their  con. 
stitutioaal  powera  were  assailed,  it  was  their  duty,  their 
solemn  duty,  to  reassert  them,  that  Ihe  invasion  miKbt 
not  stand  without  objection  or  contradiction,  and  thus 
become  a  binding  precedent  in  future  times. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  is  also  objected  toss  one 
couched  in  terms  of  censure  against  the  President;  it  is 
said  to  be  reproachful  in  its  langusge  and  its  import.  Be- 
lieving that  I  have  established  the  position  (hat  the  reso. 
Itition  is  true  In  point  of  fact  and  opinion,  and  (Iiat  it 
waa  due  to  (he  rights  of  this  body,  which  we  were  delr. 
giited  by  the  Sutes,  fur  the  time  being,  to  guard  and 
protect,  that  we  ahould,  in  a  resolution  couched  in 
some  language,  assert  those  rights;  I  now  ask  any  can- 
d^l  man,  whether  a  partisan  of  the  President  or  not,  if 
he  can  devise  any  langusge,  conveying  the  substance 
and  sense  of  th^  resolution,  which  ^all  be  more  deco- 
rous  and  more  courteous  than  that?  Can  jou,  sir,  con- 
vey the  idea  in  milder,  more  dignified,  and  more  appro- 
priate language?  It  is  true  it  containa  no  compliment, 
no  adulation.  This  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has 
discovered,  and  therefcire  condemns  it.  That  gentle- 
man, in  reference  to  the  President,  uses  the  word  '*  >m- 
macuUte,"  which  I  never  before  heard  applied  to  but 
one  omted  being,  and  that  in  worship.  This  resolution 
contains  no  such  term,  aa  applied  to  the  Prrttdent;  and  I 
thiidc  1  would  not  now,  if  it  were  again  before  the  Sen- 
ale,  move  to  insert  (he  word,  even  if  that  would  gain  for 
it  the  vote  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

In  England,  from  which  we  derive  our  free  institu- 
tions, and  to  which  we  still  refer  for  precedent  of  parlia- 
mentary independence,  (God  knows  bow  long  those  ex- 
amples may  be  endured,)  in  England  it  is  not  deemed  the 
duly  of  Parliaraent  to  address  the  Ktng^  or  to  answer  his 
address^  in  terms  only  of  acquiescence  and  praise.  The 
British  Parliament  represents  a  free  people,  and  they 
have  not  forgotten  to  speak  the  language  of  freemen; 
sod  did  any  one  erer  bear  of  au  attempt  m  that  body  to 

Digitized  by  LjOOg  IC 


495 


GALES      SEATON'S  REGISTER 


496 


Sbvatb.]  Eajnmging  ReiehUion.  [Jib.  16,  1837. 


cut  reproach  upon  itKlfor  «ny  of  its  members,  because 
they  ventured  in  such  atldresa  to  move  or  to  express  dis- 
approbation of  (he  acta  of  tlieir  monarch,  or  to  assert 
their  own  rights  or  the  rights  of  the  people?  It  certain- 
ly has  not  been  deemed  a  cause  for  expunging  their  jour- 
nals that  they  contain  something  disagreeable  tu  majesty. 
There  was  a  time,  it  is  true,  as  late  aa  the  re'>gn  of 
Charles  the  First,  when  the  King  sent  into  the  House  of 
Commons  his  warrant  to  arrest  and  imprison  members 
for  words  uttered  on  the  floor  of  Parliamentt  but  that 
lime  baa  gone  by.  Great  Britain,  moving  in  the  direc- 
tion towards  freedom  and  the  perfecting  of  freeinstilu- 
tions,  has  long  since  paswd  that  point,  and  wr,  tending 
as  rapidly  towards  despotic  power,  have  not  yet  quite 
reached  it.  When  we  loolc  at  British  precedents  and  re- 
fer to  British  history,  we  ought  not  to  forget  that  they 
«nd  we  have  started  at  different  point*,  and  are  moving 
in  different  directions.  They,  beginning  w.lh  an  irregu- 
lar and  almoat  despotic  monarchy,  with  unde&ned  pow- 
ers, ehecfced  only  by  the  strength  of  the  feudal  aristoc 
racy,  have  marclied  onward" slowly  but  steadily,  step  by 
step,  towards  the  perfection  of  a  free  and  representa- 
live  Gnvernment;  and  perhaps  they  are  still  moving  on- 
Wkrd.  We,  commencing  with  a  pure  constitutional  rep. 
reaentative  Government,  with  justly  balanced  powers, 
have  rushed  onward  with  a  velocity  almost  inconceivable 
towards  despotism,  if  it  be  decorous  to  call  that  despo- 
tism which  concentrates  all  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  single  man,  and  makes  his  will  the  law.  If,  in 
our  different  course,  we  should  meet  our  great  arche- 
type, and  find,  at  some  one  moment  of  our  history,  our 
Government  tu  be  what  hers  is  or  was,  we  are  not  to  sup- 
pose that  our  career  is  iheoeeforward  to  be  the  same. 
If  we  meet,  we  pass  with  the  swiftness  of  moving  en- 
gines, to  tliat  we  can  scarcely  catch  a  glance  of  that 
which  we  liave  met,  and  from  which  we  are  passinfi;. 

Mr.  President,  every  thing  intrinsic  and  extrinsic,  all 
thkt  can  calch  the  popular  ear  or  enlist  one  vulgar  pss- 
aion,  no  matter  how  low  and  base,  is  resorted  to  by  gen- 
tlemen  who  ought  to  be,  and  who  are,  honorable,  to  sus. 
tain  them  in  the  commission  of  this  act.  The  Senator, 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  IIitu,]  could  you  credit  it,  air,  siys 
that  this  Senate,  which  is  one  of  the  constitutional  de- 
parlmcnu  of  our  Government,  and  without  which  the 
form  as  well  aa  the  essence  of  our  Government  could 
not  exist;  ihsl  this  Senate,  of  which  he  himself  is  a  mem- 
ber, and  which  a  common  but  very  homely  proverb  might 
tescli  him  he  cuuld  not  dl^llOno^  without  self-degrada- 
tiont  tiiis  Senate,  he  aays,  is  essentially  an  aristocratic 
body,  riding  upon  the  backs  of  (he  people.  Do  we 
bear  that  here,  and  from  sudi  a  source,  or  wss  I  deceiv- 
ed ^  Who  are  they  that  compose  the  aristocrscy  of  this 
body^  Men  elected  by  the  States  to  discharge,  for  a 
time,  an  importunt  trust]  and  who,  when  that  trust  is 
discharged,  and  the  peried  of  their  service  ended,  re- 
turn again  to  the  common  mass  from  which  they  wtre 
tsken.  Aribtocracj !  Where  is  the  danger,  where  ia 
the  possibility,  of  an  aristocratic  order  rising  up  in  this 
Union.*  Look  about  you  every  wherci  men  who  hold 
the  bigbcat  stations,  and  wield  the  greatebt  influence, 
and  even  wealth,  spring  from  the  common  ranks  of  the 
people.  Their  power  and  their  influence  they  cannot 
transmit}  and,  aa  to  their  wealth,  when  the  hand  that 
gathered  and  the  hand  which  holds  it  shall  moulder  in 
the  dust,  it  is  scattered  to  the  fuur  winds  of  heaven;  it 
goes  to  build  up  and  enrich  the  aon  of  the  hard-handed 
yeomant  and  the  children'a  children  of  him  who  counted 
his  gold  by  millions  become,  not  beggars,  but  common 
laborers  in  our  streets.  Where,  then,  is  the  danger  of 
aristocracy  in  Amertcaf  There  is  one  source  from 
which  it  may  flow  in  upon  ui,  and  one  only.  When 
our  public  oflices  become  transmissible  by  the  will  of 
the  incumbent  to  his  sueceasor^  when  Ibc  men  who  bold 


station  can  direct  the  line  through  which  (he  succeuion 
to  that  station  shall  descend,  whether  by  birth  to  the 
son,  or  by  appointment  to  the  favorite,  we  have,  in  sub* 
slancf,  a  monarchy,  and  we  have  an  aristocracy,  in  the 
classic  langiisge  of  the  Senator,  "  riding  on  the  Incks  of 
the  people;"  nay,  we  have  worse,  a  stiameful,  comipt, 
and  corrupting  oligarchy. 

Tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dccbabiii] 
■ays  that  the  Senate  is  merely  called  upon  to  rejudge  its 
own  justicet  in  other  words,  to  determine  whether  the 
opinion  it  expressed  wss  correct  or  not.  But  is  this 
true?  Is  that  the  act  to  which  the  msjnrily  of  the  Sen* 
ate  is  now  proceeding?  If  so,  it  were  but  an  expression 
of  opinion  adverse  to  opinions  heretofore  expressed  by  a 
former  miijority,  and  entirely  consistent  with  gentleman- 
ly intercourse  and  feeling.  But  no  such  thing.  No;  it 
is  placed,  and  it  ts  pressed,  as  a  vote  of  censure  and  op- 
probrium upon  the  former  majority.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  it  seems,  once  intended  it  should  as. 
sume  a  form  consistent  with  the  courtesy  and  propriety 
of  legislative  bodies.  He  promised  the  striking  out  of 
the  obnoxious  word  "  expunge,"  snd  so  the  resolution 
wsa  to  have  passed;  and  what  strong  motive,  or  strong 
offence,  could  have  ini!uced  the  Senator  to  abandon  bis 
conciliatory  course,  and  again  poison  the  resolution  with 
insult  and  reproach?  What,  think  you,  could  have  so 
driven  him  from  his  propriety?  Why,  truly  a  Senator 
from  Massachuaetts,  some  two  years  since,  moved  to  Isjr 
the  expunging  resolution,  when  so  amended,  on  the  ta- 
ble; t))at  was  the  insult:  a  motion  to  lay  a  resolution  on 
the  table  is  (he  mighty  insult  which  swells  the  hearts  of 
gentlemen  almost  to  bursting  with  patriotic  indignation, 
and  which  justifies  all  this  harsh  and  ruthless  violence. 
Hence  the  word  "expunge"  tn  llie  body  of  (he  resolu- 
tion. Hence  a  recital  charged  with  as  harsh  and  inju* 
rious  imputation  as  gentlemen  can  use  tuwsrds  esch  oth- 
er, if  not  more  harsh  nnd  more  injurioua.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  says  he  wished  to  be  saved  the  neces- 
sity of  compelling  (he  Senate  to  vote^this  stigma  upon 
themselves.  Who,  1  ask,  gave  him,  and  (hose  with 
whom  he  acts,  power,  and  who  gave  them  impunity,  to  6z 
stigmas  or  compel  siigmas,  upon  men,  in  all  things  hon- 
orable, their  equals  at  least?  Who  cares  for  their  stig- 
ma or  their  censure?  f,  fur  one,  cast  them  to  (he  winds. 
I  despise,  I  trample  upon  them.  Sir,  since  it  has  been 
determined  thata  resolution  in  any  form  inconsistent  with 
the  resolution  of  March,  1834,  should  paaii  and  since 
there  is  at  last  a  majority  in  the  Senate  resdy  to  obey 
the  mandate,  I  am  glad  once  again  that  it  contains  sub- 
stance, and  has  assumed  a  form,  which  will  forever  de- 
stroy it  aa  autliority  for  tbe  future^  and  when  it  comes  to 
an  issue  such  as  this,  veracity,  and  honor,  and  character 
brought  into  collision,  I  fear  not  the  issue  of  the  contest', 
and  I  care  nut  with  what  weapons  tt  is  waged.  All  at 
last  results  in  an  appeal  to  the  country  and  to  future 
times.  And  if  tins  resolution  had  been  couched  in  lan- 
guage of  decent  lobricly;  if  it  had  been  in  its  terms 
calm,  dispassionate,  and  s-rong,  it  would,  by  virtue  of 
the  names  which  support  it,  have  carried  with  it  much 
weight  and  authority;  but  now  there  is  no  danger  of  thic; 
the  resoludun  i(self,  and  the  speeches  with  which  It  it 
ushered  in,  show  the  spirit  by  which  it  is  moved.  Sir 
Edward  Coke,  at  a  time  when  he  was  himself  a  syeo- 
phan),  called  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  "a  fpider  cfheD,"  be- 
cause Raleigh  was  unhappily  out  of  f«Tor  with  his  sover- 
eign} yet,  no  one  at  this  day  esteems  Coke  the  more  or 
Raleigh  the  less  for  this  outpouring  of  malignity.  Ed- 
mund Saunders,  in  the  report  of  one  of  his  cases  at  law, 
aays  that  Twjaden  (Jua(ice)  gave  judgment  in y^tforv; 
and  he  adds,  in  his  quiet  manner,  ■<  note,  reader,  this 
judgment  was  clearly  wrong;"  and  such  -has  been  the 
universal  opinion  of  the  profeuion  since;  and  such  vtU 
be  the  opinion,  o  priori,  of  mnnkiiMl.     to  every  jtidicial 
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deciiion,  and  every  ict  of  a  delibeniive  body,  which  is 
the  result  of  passion  raiher  tli«n  reaaon  «nd  juilgneiit. 

The  msjiirity  of  ihe  Senate,  who  tre  moving  on,  or, 
perhaps  more  properly  speakin;,  mored  on,  to  the  de- 
struclioa  of  the  journali,  ought  to  consider  well  tlie  act 
which  they  are  about  to  perrorm.    The  conttitution, 
which  we  and  they  are  sworn  to  support,  Kquirea  that 
the  Senate  shall  "keep"  ajournal  of  llieir  proceedingst 
much  uaereu  learning  was  expended  upon  this  word  at 
the  last  session.    We  know  its  meaning  without  conault- 
ing  our  dictionariest  its  popular  sense  it  its  true  sense, 
ne  frameri  of  Uie  constiiulion  did  not  search  hooka  for 
the  definition  of  the  word»  but  understood  it  and  used  it 
in  iu  plain  and  obvious  sensei  ind  they  would  have  been 
astoniibed  if  it  had  been  told  them  that  that  word  could 
ever  become  the  subject  of  cavil.    That  it  has  so,  and 
that  it  is  now  the  doctrine  of  ilie  msjority  that  the  de- 
struction of  the  record  is  no  infraction  of  the  consiitution,  1 
which  requires  that  it  shall  be  kept,  is  a  touchstone  by  { 
which  the  value  of  their  judgment  ajtatnst  the  former  < 
majoriij  of  the  Senate  may  be  letied.    It  is  a  matter  that  1 
every  man^of  plain  common  aente  can  understand  and  I 
decide  as  well  as  the  most  learned  and  most  wiae;  and  ' 
Ihey  can,  from  this  ipecimen,  determine  how  much  I 
weight  is  due  to  the  opinions  of  men  who  hold  that  to  | 
erase,  to  blot  out,  to  expungf,  is  not  inconsistent  with  ' 
the  command  "to  keep,'*  to  which  command  we  all  have 
•worn  obedience.    I  will  not  touch  the  miserable  sophis- 
"bwh  gentlemen  attempt  to  evade  the  meaning 
and  wrest  Ihe  tense  of  this  provision  of  the  constitu'ion; 
It  does  not  merit  a  reply.  "  ■. 

Theconstilulianorpennsiylvanlalasubttantially  copied, 
in  this  particular,  from  the  constiiulion  of  the  United 
Stalest  like  that,  it  contains  a  provision  that  both  Houses  [ 
■hall  keep  ajournal.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
many  years  ago,  while  a  member  of  one  branch  of  that  ' 
Legislature,  moved  a  rasolution  declaring  that  it  waa  a 
violation  of  the  constitution  to  expunge  any  thing  from 
the  joamd  once  entered  there.  He  is  of  the  asme  opin- 
ion atillt  and  he  proposes  to  be  eonmtent,  and  yet  vote 
for  expunging  what  is  entered  on  the  journsla  of  this 
budy,  under  a  precisely  similar  consiitulional  proviaion. 
Cmild  any  man  who  bad  not  heard  him  conjecture  bow 
this  could  be  done?  The  word  expunge  baa,  he  aay%  a 
literal,  and  it  has  also  a  metaphorical  meaning*  and  the 
records  of  the  Senate  are  to  be  expunged  metaphorical- 
ly. What  a  hroe,  if  iti  atroaly  would  pcrn^t  us  to  look 
upon  it  aa a  subject  of  ridicule!  But  who  could  avoid 
smiling,  even  in  the  midst  of  bitterness,  to  see  the  array 
of  authorities  which  the  erudite  Senator  adduced  to  show 
that  the  word  "  expunge"  is  used  melaphurically  in  cases 
where  it  cann»t  have  a  literal  application?  He  has 
shown  us  examples  in  which  good  writers  speak  of  ex- 
punging forms  of  govemtnem,  syatems  of  religion,  and 
the  vices  of  men— all  clrarly  meUphorical,  and  known 
at  once  to  be  ao,  because  they  are  not  auaceptible  of  the 
literal  and  physical  application  of  the  term.  Tou  cannot 
draw  a  black  line  over,  nor  ean  you  draw  black  lines 
round,  a  "  form  of  gnvemment,"  for  you  cannot  touch 
it  or  handle  it,  though  you  may  mar  its  symmetry  and 
destroy  its  strength;  nor  can  you  take  physical,  tangible 
hold  of  systems  of  religion  or  of  human  ytcesi  hence  the 
tema  you  apply  to  them  are  nrceaaarily  metaphorical, 
wbetiier  you  expun^  uproot,  or  denuriish  Ibem.  But 
if  you  expunge  a  writing  which  is  on  paper,  or  uproot  a 
tree  or  shrub,  or  demorish  a  building,  the  words  Iben 
hare  their  literal  meaning,  capable  only  of  literal,  physi- 
cal application;  and  he  who  pretends  to  use  it  under 
those circumatancea  metaphoricklly,  wrcstsihe  word  from 
iu  true  use,  and  gives  it  a  false  application.  Expunge 
meuphorically !  The  disquisition  of  the  learned  gentle- 
man reainds  me  of  the  death  of  two  doughty  heroes  in  a 
fetal  battle,  commemorated  in  the  "  Uspe  of  ibe  Lock"— 
Vol.  XIII,— 33 


"  One  died  In  tiutt^Aor,  and  one  tn  song." 
rt  will  be  seen  at  once  that  Ihe  thought  is  much  better  in 
a  burlesque  poem  than  in  grave  debate  on  the  floor  of 
the  Senate. 

But  the  Senator  from  Penns}lvania  has  spread  cheer- 
ing prospects  before  usi  a  bright  vista,  opening  amid  the 
surrounding  gloom,  to  delight  our  vision.  This,  be  says, 
is  the  last  exciting  subject  that  is  to  agitate  our  eouncilat 
we  are  to  have  a  halcyon  seasont  nil  la  to  be,  henceforth, 
quiet,  and  kindness,  and  peace.  But  lie  lias  not  told  us 
how  these  thing*  are  to  be  brought  to  passt  whether  this 
is  the  last  act  of  violence  that  ia  to  be  perpetrated  by  the 
majority  against  the  constitution  of  their  country  ami 
the  right!  of  this  body;  or  whether  he  supposes  that,  by 
this,  the  spirit  of  liberty  is  to  be  crushed,  and  we  are  to 
be  awed  to  silence  and  submission.  1  will  suppose  the 
firbr,  as  it  belter  accords  with  the  kindness  which  he 
still  entertains  for  those  whose  rights  and  feelings  he  has 
most  outrsgedt  and  if  so,  his  langusge  may  be  rendered 
into  brief,  plain  English,  thus:  Gentlemen,  be  quietand 
be  calmt  meet  ui  with  no  arguments,  and  cast  on  us  no 
repmaches)  the  President  must  be  gratified^  because  he 
is  immaculatet  and  ymi  must  be  stigmatiied,  because  you 
have  offended  him.  We  msy  be  somewhat  harsh  and 
unscrupulou*,  but  excuse  us,  fi>r  wc  are  very  much  etc* 
cited(  but  this  is  the  list  time  we  will  do  an  act  of  law< 
less  violence  against  you;  all  shall  be,  licneefbrth,  jui- 
lice  and  peace. 

1  should  he  gratiBid  to  know  that  Ibe  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  lias  that  power  over  the  political  elements 
which  he  leemi  to  clsiin  in  giving  us  Ibis  strong  aisu- 
rance  of  their  future  quiet.  Would  that  we  could  rely 
upon  hit  promise  or  his  prediciiont  but  no,  lie  is  de- 
ceived. Those  who  have  abandoned  the  tiandard  of 
the  constitution  and  the  law  cannot,  when  they  choose, 
rear  it  again,  and  rally  the  hosts  around  it,  and  cakn 
their  fears,  and  reanimate  tlieir  confidence.  They  can- 
not lay  their  hands  upon  the  institutioat  of  their  country, 
and  pull  down  and  destroy,  until  tbry  tbemtelves  aball 
be  Mtiflfied,  and  then  bid  the  work  of  mischief  ceaae. 
When  the  ocean  it  bihcd  into  a  rage,  no  matter  who 
are  the  spirits  of  the  atorm,  they  cannot  say  to  it,  "  thua 
far  shsU  thou  go,  and  no  farihert  and  liere  shall  thy  proud 
waves  be  stayed."  No,  he  ia  deceived}  there  are  other 
powers  in  motion  below  and  around  him  which  he  wistt 
not  of,  and  whose  might  he  can  neiilier  direct  nor  re. 
MSt.  I  have  atood  upon  the  bordera  of  thia  mighty  ocean, 
and  noted  the  precursors  of  the  coming  ttorm.  I  ban 
heard  the  moan  of  the  waves  in  the  caverns  of  the  deep, 
and  seen  the  upheaving  of  the  billuws,  which  will  rise, 
and  rage,  and  toss,  aa  foam  from  their  crest,  him  and 
those  who  are  now  liis  trust  and  his  strength. 

Mr.  President,  I  envy  not  llie  triumph  of  him  who 
has  pressed  forward  these  resolutions,  against  the  optn- 
iona,  and  the  feelinj^  and  ttie  consciences,  of  those 
whom  he  has  found  meant  to  compel  to  their  support— 
resolutions  which  he  has  urged  on  with  paanons — fieroe* 
vindictive  furious.  Still  less  do  1  envy  the  condition  of 
those  who  are  compelled  to  go  onward,  against  all  ihota 
feelings  and  motives  which  should  direct  the  actions  of 
the  legislator  and  the  man.  Why  do  I  see  around  me  so 
many  pale  features  and  downcast  ryes,  unless  tt  be  that 
repentance  and  remorse  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  pei^tn> 
tion  oftlie  deed?  I  had  raiher  aland  with  the  minorilyi 
ret,  1  would  rather  a  thouaand  times  stand  alone,  powerlM 
but  conscience  free,  than  to  wield  the  strength  of  an  em- 
pire, on  the  liard  conditioos  on  which  it  is  placed  in  their 
hands. 

But  this  scene  it  pawing,  and  will  toon  hare  passed. 
Dot  to  be  recalled — the  deed  is  to  be  done,  aT>d  you  and 
we  must  submit  our  acts  to  an  enlightened  public,  whoae 
judgment  wilt  be  a  foretaste  of  the  judgment  of  posterity. 
To  these  I  bow  with  submission  ai  d  hope,  but  not  with 
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unwaverinfr  confidence  (iftlie  future.  The  fame  of  those 
who  have  Joined  in  this  struggle  for  the  constitution  de- 
pends upon  the  fittal  success  of  constitutional  govern- 
ment. If  thai  prevail  and  endure,  if  the  clouds  that 
oversltadow  its  prospects  pass  away,  and  it  be  restored 
to  what  it  once  was,  in  all  its  fri  shness  and  beauty,  every 
thing  that  we  cnuld  denre  for  ourselves  and  our  country 
ii  attained.  But  if  we  still  move  on  in  the  downwai-d 
course,  if  the  cataract  only  be  passct),  and  we  are  to 
glide  on  in  the  smooth  but  rapid  current  into  the  gulf  to 
which  we  huve  been  tending,  and  arc  never  to  return, 
these  struggles  will  be  referred  to  hereafttr  as  scenes  in 
which  the  country  was  disturbed  by  violent  and  factiuut 
spirits,  and  the  names  uf  those  who  stood  for  the  constU 
tullon  amid  these  stormy  scenes  will  bementioiitd  only 
with  eensure  and  reproach.  So  it  has  been  in  times  past. 
When  the  last  spark  df  Roman  liberty  was  extinguished, 
and  a  monarcli's  court  and  council  occupied  tlie  lorum 
and  the  Senate  chamber,  when  no  voice  but  that  of 
Augustus  was  heard,  and  no  power  but  his  was  known, 
the  venal  flatterers  of  his  court  vied  with  each  other  in 
hi^aping  praise  on  htm,  and  censure  and  reproach  on 
those  firm  spirits  who  Mood  for  their  country  to  the  last, 
and  were  at  last  buried  rn  its  ruins.  Cw-ar,  by  his  pow- 
'eraiid  clemency,  had  subjugated  a  world;  all  but  the 
dark  and  unbending  soul  of  Cato.  In  an  event  such  as 
this,  (uhicli  Heaven  aveit,)  let  the  little  hand  to  which 
it  is  m^'  pride  to  bclnng  share  in  ihe  reproach  as  they 
share  in  ti  e  spirit  of  the  last  of  the  Komans— that  spirit 
which  scorns  to  bow  before  any  earthly  power,  save  that 
of  their  country  and  its  laws. 

When  Mr.  Ewikb  had  concluded. 

The  qtiestion  Was  taken  on  the  amendments  of  Mr. 
SmAHGE,  and  they  were  agreed  to. 

The  deb.ite  having  closed,  and  the  queition  being 
about  to  be  takefi,  Mr.  WCBSTEK  rose  and  addieised 
the  Senate  as  followf  i 

Mr.  President:  Upon  the  truth  and  Justice  of  the  ori- 
ginal resolution  of  the  Senate,  and  upon  the  authority  of 
the  Senile  to  pass  that  resolution,  I  had  an  opportunity 
to  express  my  opinions  at  a  subsequent  period,  when 
the  President's  protest  was  before  us.  Those  opinions 
remain  altogetl  er  unchanged. 

,  And  now,  had  the  constitution  secured  the  privilege 
of  entering  a  PsoTE^tT  on  the  journal,  I  bhunid  not  say 
one  word  on  this  occasiont  although,  it  what  is  now  pro- 

Coaed  ^all  be  acscomplished,  I  know  not  what  would 
ive  been  the  value  of  such  >  provision,  however  for> 
malty  or  carefully  it  might  have  been  insetted  in  the 
bo<ly  of  that  instrument. 

But,  as  there  is  no  such  constitutional  privilege,  I  can 
only  effect  my  purpose  by  thus  addressing  the  Senate; 
and  I  rise,  therefore,  to  make  that  PROTEST  in  this 
manner,  in  the  face  of  the  Senate,  and  in  the  face  of  the 
country,  which  I  cannot  present  in  any  other  form. 

I  spetik  in  my  own  behalf,  and  in  behalf  my  colleaguei 
we  both  speak  as  Senators  from  the  Slate  of  Massechu- 
Ktta,  and,  as  such,  »-e  solemnly  Pbotest  sgainkt  this 
whole  proceeding. 

We  deny  that  Senatora  from  other  Ststes  have  any 
power  or  authority  to  expunge  any  vote  or  vo'ts  which 
we  have  given  here,  and  which  we  have  recorded, 
agreeably  to  the  expre.-'j  provision  of  Ihe  constitution. 

We  have  a  high  personal  interest,  and  ihe  State  wlio«e 
represenialivrs  we  are,  has  also  a  high  intereat  in  the  en- 
tire preservation  of  every  part  and  parcel  of  the  reeoid 
of  ')ur  conduct,  as  members  of  the  Senate. 

This  rtcord  the  constitution  solemnly  declares  shall  be 
hepi{  but  the  resolution  before  the  Senate  declares  that 
thia  record  shall  be  txpungetf. 

Whether  subterfuge  and  evasion,  and,  as  it  appears 
to  us,  tlie  degrading  mockery  of  drawing  black  lines 
upoQ  the  journal,  slutU  or  bIikII  not  Icftve  our  natnes  und 


our  votes  legible,  when  this  violation  of  the  record  sliall 
have  been  completed,  still  the  terms  '*  to  expunge"  and 
the  terms  "  to  keep,"  when  applied  to  a  record,  import 
ideas  exactly  contradictory i  at  much  so  as  the  ttrma 
•<  to  preserve"  and  the  urms  "  to  destroy.'* 

A  record  which  is  f^^uaged,  it  not  a  record  u  hid)  it 
k^t,  any  more  than  a  record  which  is  destroyed  csn  bo 
a  record  which  is  preurved.  The  part  expuoged  is  no 
longer  part  of  the  recordt  it  has  no  longer  a  legal  exist- 
ence. It  cannot  be  certified  as  a  part  of  the  proceeding 
of  the  Sei  ate  for  any  purpose  of  proof  or  evidence. 

The  objtct  of  the  provision  in  the  constitution,  as  we 
think,  most  obviously  is,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Sen- 
ate shall  be  preserved,  in  writing,  not  for  the  presettt 
only,  not  until  published  only,  hecsuse  a  copy  of  the 
printed  journal  is  not  regular  legal  evidence;  but  pre- 
served indefinifelyi  preserved,  as  other  records  are  pie- 
served,  till  destroyed  by  time  or  accident. 

Every  one  must  see  that  matters  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance depend  on  the  permanent  preservation  of  the  jour- 
I  nals  of  the  two  Uouses.  Wliat  but  the  ioumals  show 
I  that  bills  have  been  regularly  passed  into  laws,  through 
I  the  several  stages;  wlial  but  the  journal  shows  -who  are 
I  mimbers,  or  who  is  President,  or  Speaker,  orStcreia* 
i  ry,  or  Clerk,  of  the  bod)  What  but  the  journal  con- 
I  taina  the  proof,  necefcsary  for  the  justification  of  those 
!  who  act  under  our  authority,  and  who,  without  the  pow- 
j  er  of  producing  such  proof,  must  stand  as  trespassers? 
i  What  but  the  journals  show  who  is  appointed,  and  who 
rejected,  by  us,  on  the  President's  nomination;  or  who 
I  isacquittedi  or  whoconvicted,  in  trials  on  impeachment? 
;  (n  short,  ii  there,  at  any  time,  any  other  regular  and  1e- 
•  gal  proof  of  any  act  done  by  the  Senate  than  the  journal 
i  itself? 

The  idea,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  is  bound  to  pre- 
I  serve  its  journal  only  until  it  is  published,  and  then  may 
1  alter,  mutilate,  or  destroy  it  at  pleasure,  appears  to  us 
I  oneof  the  most  extraordinary  sentiments  ever  advanced. 
I     We  are  deeply  grateful  to  those  friends  who  hare 
I  shown,  with  so  much  cle&rnett,  that  all  the  precedents 
!  relied  on  to  justify  or  to  excuse  this  proceeding,  are 
I  either  not  tu  the  purpose,  or,  from  ihc  tirr.es  and  cir- 
cumstancea  at  and  under  which  they  happened,  are  no 
!  way  entitled  to  respect  in  a  frte  Government,  existing 
i  under  a  written  constitution.    But,  for  ourselvef,  we 
;  stand  on  the  plain  words  of  that  constitution  itself.  A 
j  thousand  precedents  elsewhere  jnade,  whether  ancient 
or  modern,  can  neither  rescind,  nor  coulrul,  nor  explvn 
away,  these  vorda. 
'     The  words  are,  that  "each  Bouse  shall  kxsf  a  juur- 
'  nal  of  its  proceeding?."    No  glow,  no  ingenuity,  no 
j  specious  interpretation,  and  much  less  can  any  fair  or 
I  just  reasoning  recoi<cile  the  process  of  expunging  with 
I  the  plain  meaning  of  these  words,  to  the  satisntction  of 
!  tlie  common  sense  and  honest  understanding  of  mankind. 
I     if  the  Senate  may  now  expunge  one  part  of  the  jour- 
,  nal  of  a  former  session,  it  may,  with  equal  authority,  ex- 
i  punge  another  pari,  or  the  «  hide.    It  may  expunge  ti.e 
I  entire  record  of  any  one  session,  or  of  all  sewions. 
I     It  seems  to  us  inconceivable  hnw  any  men  can  r«gaid 
I  such  a  power,  and  its  exercise  at  pleasure,  as  consistent 
,  with  the  injunction  of  the  consliiutton.    It  can  make  no 
difference  « hat  is  the  completeness  or  incoroplctenesa 
,  uf  the  act  of  expunging,  or  by  what  means  done,  whether 
I  by  erasure,  oblUeratton,  or  defacement)  if  by  deface- 
;  meni,  as  here  proposed,  whether  one  word  or  many 
'  words  are  written  on  the  face  of  the  record;  whether 
'  little  ii<k  or  much  ink  is  shed  on  the  paper;  or  whether 
{  some  part,  or  the  whole,  of  Ihe  oiiginal  written  journal 
may  yet  by  possibility  be  traced.    If  the  act  done  be  an 
act  to  expunge,  to  blot  out,  obliterate,  to  erase  the  rec- 
or<<,  then  tite  record-is  expunged,  blotted  out,  oblitcr- 
«tcd|  and  eraied.   And  mutiktlon  tad  attention  violate 
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the  KCord  as  much  M  obliteration  or  eras>ire.  A  rrc' 
ord,  aubtequentty  tllrred,  in  not  the  original  record.  It 
no  longer  givef  a  juat  account  of  the  proceeding!  of  the 
Senate.  It  it  no  fongvr  true.  It  ia.  In  short,  no  journal 
of  the  real  and  tctuaf  proceedings  oF  the  Senttr,  such  as 
the  constitution  says  each  House  ahall  keep. 

The  constitution,  therefore,  is,  in  our  deliberate  judg- 
ment, TioUted  by  thb  proceeding  in  the  moit  plain  and 
open  manner. 

The  constitution,  moreover,  provides  that  the  yeta  and 
mijft,  on  any  qnesiion,  shall,  at  the  request  of  one  fifth 
of  the  members  prcaenr,  ^  enlertdon  the  journaL  Thia 
proririon,  most  manirestly,  gives  a  personal  right  to . 
those  members  who  may  demand  it,  to  .the  entry  and 
preservation  of  their  votes  on  the  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedinga  of  the  body,  not  fop  one  day  or  one  year  only, 
but  for  all  time.  Tiiere  the  yeas  and  naya  are  to  stand, 
forever,  as  permanent  and  lasting  proof  af  the  manner 
in  whidi  memben  hare  voted  on  great  and  important 
question*  before  them. 

But  it  la  now  insisled  that  the  fotei  of  members,  taken 
by  yeot  omf  Riry*,  and  thus  entered  on  the  journal,  as 
matter  of  right,  may  still  be  expunged;  so  (hat  that, 
wh'eh  it  requires  more  than  four  fifiha  of  the  Senators  to 
prevent  from  being  put  on  the  jotimal,  may,  neverthe. 
less,  be  struck  off,  and  erased,  the  next  moment,  or  at 
any  period  after^ard^  by  the  will  of  a  mere  majoriiy;  or, 
if  this  be  not  admitted,  then  the  absurdity  is  adopted  of 
maintaining,  (hat  (his  provision  of  the  constitution  ii  fal> 
filled  by  merely  preserving  the  yeaa  and  nayt  on  the 
Journal,  after  havmg  expunged  and  obliterated  the  very 
resolution,  or  the  very  question,  on  which  they  were 
given,  and  to  which  alone  they  refer;  leaving  the  yeas 
and  ntiya  ttixu  a  mere  list  of  names,  connected  with  no 
subject,  no  question,  no  vote.  We  put  it  (o  the  impar- 
tial judgment  of  mankind,  if  this  proceeding  be  no(,  in 
this  respect  also,  drreeily  and  palpably  inconsistent  with 
the  constitution. 

We  proteatj'tn  the  most  solemn  manner,  (hat  olher 
Senators  have  no  authority  (o  deprive  us  of  our  personal 
riglit!),  secured  to  us  by  the  constitution,  either  by  ex- 
punging, or  obliterating,  or  mutilating,  or  defacing, 
the  record  of  cnir  votes,  duly  entered  by  yeat  and 
nat/Mf  or  by  expunging  and  obliterating  the  resolutions 
or  questions  on  which  those  votes  were  given  and  re- 
corded. 

We  have  seen,  with  deep  and  sincere  pair,  the  Legis- 
latures of  respectable  States  instructing  the  Senators  of 
those  Slates  to  vote  for  and  support  this  violation  of  the 
journal  of  the  Senate;  and  this  pain  is  infinitely  increased 
by  our  full  belief,  and  entire  conviction,  (hat  most,  if 
not  all  these  proceedings  of  States  had  their  origin  in 
promptings  from  Washington;  that  they  ha\-e  been  ur- 
gently requested  and  insisted  on  as  being  necessary  to 
the  accompliahment  of  (he  intended  purpose;  and  that  it 
is  nothing  else  but  the  influence  and  power  of  the  ex- 
ecutive branch  of  this  Government  wliich  has  brnuglit 
the  Legislatures  of  so  many  of  the  free  Sta'es  of  thia 
Union  to  quit  the  sphere  of  their  ordinary  duties,  for  the 
parpose  of  co-operating  to  accomplish  a  measure,  in  our 
J^dgme^^  so  unconstitutional,  so  derogatory  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  Senate,  and  marked  with  so  broad  an  im- 
presMon  of  compliance  with  power. 

But  this  resolution  is  to  pass.  We  exprct  it.  That 
cause,  which  has  been  powerful  enough  to  influence  so 
many  State  Legislature*,  will  show  itself  powerfulenou^h, 
especially  with  such  aids,  to  secure  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  here. 

We  make  up  our  minds  to  behold  the  speettele  which 
it  to  ensue. 

We  collect  ourtelve*  to  look  on,  in  silence,  while  a 
scene  is  exhibited  which,  if  we  did  not  regard  it  as  ruth- 
Ivts  vioUtiuTi  of  a  sacred  instrument,  would  appear  tu  us 


to  be  little  dented  diove  the  character  of  t  contemptible 
farce. 

This  scene  we  shall  behold,  and  hundreds  of  Ameri- 
can citixens,  as  many  as  may  crowd  into  these  lobbies 
and  galleries,  will  behold  it  also:  with  what  feelings  I  do 
not  undertake  to  say. 

Out  we  pBOTEST,  we  most  solemnly  Pbotcst,  aguinst 
the  substance  and  against  the  manner  nf  thia  proceeding, 
against  its  object,  against  its  form,  and  against  its  effect. 
We  tell  you  that  you  hkve  no  right  to  mar  or  mutilate 
the  record  of  our  votes  ^ven  here,  and  recorded  ac- 
cording lo  the  constitution;  we  tell  ycju  that  you  may  as 
well  erase  the  yeasandnaya  on  any  other  question  or 
resolution,  ,ar  on  all  questionsand  resolutions,  as  on  this; 
we  tel)  you  that  you  have  jubt  as  much  right  to  fakify 
the  record,  by  so  altering  it  as  to  muke  us  appear  to 
have  voted,  on  any  question,  as  we  did  not  vole,  as  yoii 
have  to  er^se  a  record,  and  make  that  page  a  blank,  in 
which  our  TOtes,  as  they  were  actually  given  and  record- 
ed, now  itand.  The  one  proceeding,  as  il  appears  to  us, 
is  as  much  a  faIn6cRt1on  of  the  record  as  the  other. 

Having  made  this  PROTEST,  our  duty  is  performed. 
We  rescue  our  own  names,  chsracte%  and  honor,  from 
all  participation  in  this  maiter;  S'ld  whatever  the  way* 
ward  character  of  (he  times,  the  headlong  and  plunging 
spirit  iif  party  devotion,  or  the  fear  or  the  love  of  power, 
may  have  been  ab!e  to  bring  about  elsewhere,  we  desire 
(o  lhank  God  that  they  have  not,  as  yet,  overcome  the 
love  of  liberty,  fidelity  to  true  republican  principles,  and 
a  sscred  regard  for  the  constitution,  in  that  S(a(e  whose 
soil  was  drenched,  (o  a  mire,  by  the  first  and  best  blood 
of  the  Revolution.  Massachusetts,  ss  yet,  has  not  been 
conquered;  and  while  we  have  the  honor  to  hold  seats 
here  as  her  Senators,  we  shall  never  consent  lo  a  sacri> 
fice  either  of  her  rights,  or  our  own;  we  shall  never  fail 
to  oppose  what  we  regard  as  a  pl:iin  and  open  viobtion 
of  the  constitution  uf  the  country;  and  we  should  bare 
thought  I'ursrives  w  holly  unworthy  of  her  if  we  had  not, 
with  all  the  solemnity  and  earnestness  in  our  power, 
pBOTiSTcn  against  ibe  adoption  of  the  resolution  now 
before  the  Senate. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
as  amended, 

Mr.  BENTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

He  then  moved  that  the  blanks  In  the  resolution  be 
filled  by  inserting  the  16th  day  of  January.  It  wai 
agreed  to;  and,  having  been  done, 

I'he  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  in  the  following  form: 

Beaduiien  fo  expunge  from  the  journal  the  reiolution  of  the 
Senate  of  March  38,  1 834,  in  relation  to  President  Jack' 
ton  and  the  removal  of  the  depoaitet. 

Whereas,  on  the  S6tli  day  of  December,  In  the  year 
1833,  the  following  resolve  was  moved  by  the  Senate: 

*•  Resolvtd,  That  by  dismissing  the  late  Secretrry  of 
the  Treasury,  because  he  would  not,  contrary  to  his  own 
sense  of  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the  United  Slates  in 
dt'poKite  with  the  Bank  nf  the  United  States  and  iu 
branche!),  in  conformity  with  ihe  President's  opinion, 
and  by  appointing  his  successor  to  effect  such  removal, 
which  lias  been  done,  (he  President  has  assumed  the 
exercise  of  a  power  over  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  not  granted  him  by  the  constitiiiion  and  Uw^  and 
dangernuB  tu  the  liberties  of  the  people;" 

Which  proposed  resolve  was  altered  and  changed  by 
ilie  mover  iht  reuf,  on  the  SSth  day  of  Uareht  in  the 
}ear  1834,  so  an  to  read  as  fultowst 

"  Reiolvtd,  That,  in  taking  upon  himself  the  responti-  . 
hiltty  of  removing  the  deposile  of  the  public  money  from 
the  H»nk  of  liie  "Uii  led  Stales,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  assumed  the  excicite-4tf  a  power  urer  tb« 
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TrcMury  oftbe  United  Slitei  not  granted  to  him  by  the 
conttitulion  and  law^  Aiid  dtngeroui  to  the  libcrtiei  of 
the  people;" 

Which  resolve,  so  changed  and  modified  by  the  mover 
thereof,  onlheaame  day  and  year  last  menlionedi  was 
further  ahered,  so  as  to  read  in  these  words: 

**  Betahtdt  That  the  President,  in  the  late  execulWe 
proceedings  In  relation  to  the  reTenue»  haa  assuined  up- 
on himaeir  aufhorily  and  power  not  conferred  by  the 
consiiiulion  and  Uus,  but  in  derogation  of  both  i" 

In  which  last-nifntioned  furm  the  said  resolve,  on  the 
same  day  and  year  last  mentioned,  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  and  became  tlie  act  and  judgment  of  that  body, 
and,  as  such,  now  remains  upon  the  journal  thereof: 
^-  And  whereu  the  said  resolve  was  not  warranted  by 
the  constitution,  and  waf  irregularly  and  itlegally  bdopt- 
ed  by  the  Senate,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  defence 
which  belong  to  every  citizen,  and  in  subversion  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  law  and  justicet  because  Presi- 
dent  Jackson  was  tnereby  adjudged  and  pronounced  to 
be  guilty  of  an  impeachable  offence,  and  a  ttigma  placed 
upon  him,  as  a  violator  of  his  oath  of  office,  and  of  the 
laws  and  conatitution  which  he  was  sworn  to  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend,  without  going  through  the  forms  of 
impeachment,  and  without  allowing  to  him  the  bene- 
fits of  a  trial,  or  the  means  of  defence: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  in  all  its  vsrious  shapes 
and  forms,  was  unfounded  and  erroneous  in  point  of  fuct, 
and  therefore  unjust  and  unriglueuuz,  as  wellai  irregular 
and  unauthorised  by  the  constttutiont  because  the  sard 
Prendent  Jackson,  neither  in  the  act  of  dismissing  Mr. 
Duane,  nor  in  the  appointment  of  Hr.  Taney,  at  specifi- 
ed in  the  6rtt  form  of  the  resolvet  nor  in  taking  upon 
himself  the  responsibility  of  removing  the  depositet,  as 
Specified  in  the  second  form  of  the  same  resolve;  nor  in 
any  act  which  was  tlien  or  can  now  be  sDccified  under 
the  vague  and  ambiguous  terms  of  the  general  denunci- 
ation contained  in  the  third  and  last  furm  of  the  resolve, 
did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  violation  or  in  derogation  of 
the  laws  and  constitution,  or  darsgerous  to  tiie  liberties 
of  the  people: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  was  uncer- 
tain and  ambiguous,  containing  nothing  but  a  loose  and 
floating  charge  for  derogating  from  the  laws  and  consti- 
tution, and  assuming  ungranted  power  and  authority  in 
the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  tn  the  public 
revenuct  without  apecifying  what  part  of  the  executive 
proceedings,  or  what  part  of  the  public  revenue,  was  in* 
tended  to  be  referred  to)  or  what  parts  of  the  hws  and 
constitution  were  supposed  to  hiTe  "been  infringedt  or 
in  what  part  of  the  Union,  or  at  what  period  of  his  ad- 
ministration, these  late  proceedings  were  supposed  to 
have  taken  placej  therrby  putting  each  Senator  at  liber- 
ty to  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolve  upon  a  separate  and 
Mcret  reason  of  bis  own,  and  leaving  the  ground  of  the 
Senate'a  judgment  to  be  guessed  at  by  the  public,  and 
to  be  differently  and  diversely  interpreted  by  individual 
Senators,  according  tn  the  private  and  particular  undcr- 
atanding  of  each:  contrary  to  all  the  ends  of  justice,  and 
to  all  the  forms  of  legal  or  judicial  proceedings  lu  the 
great  prejudice  of  the  accused,  who  could  not  know 
against  what  to  defend  himself;  and  to  the  loss  of  sena- 
torial responsibility,  by  shielding  Senators  from  public 
accountability  for  making  up  a  judgment  upon  gronnds 
which  the  public  cannot  know,  and  wliieh,  if  known, 
might  prove  to  be  insuflScient  in  lav,  or  unfounded  in 
net: 

And  whereas  the  specification  contained  in  the  first 
and  second  forms  of  the  resolve  having  been  objrcird 
to  in  debate,  and  shown  to  be  insufficient  tn  suMain  the 
charges  ibey  were  adduced  to  support,  and  it  being  well 
■■•lieTed  that  no  majority  could  be  obtained  to  vote  for 
<iA  qwoiftcation^  and  the  same  having  been  actually 


withdrawn  by  the  mover,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  Sen- 
ate, in  consequence  of  such  objection  and  belief,  and 
before  any  vote  taken  thereupon;  the  said  specifieationa 
could  not  afterwards  be  admitted  by  any  rule  of  parlia- 
mentary practice,  or  by  any  principle  of  legal  implica- 
tion, secret  intendment,  or  menial  reaervalion,  to  remain 
and  continae  a  part  of  the  written  and  pubfie  rvaDtre 
from  which  they  were  thus  witbdrawni  and,  if  ihey 
could  be  so  admitted,  they  would  not  be  sufficient  to  ana- 
tain  the  charges  therein  contained: 

And  whereas  the  Senate  being  the  constitutional  tri- 
bunal for  the  .trial  of  the  President,  when  charged  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  with  offences  s^inst  Ibe  laws 
and  the  constitution,  the  adoption  of  the  said  resolve,  be- 
fore  any  impeachment  preferred  by  the  House,  waa  « 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House;  not  warranted  by 
the  constitution;  a  subversion  of  justice;  a  prejudication 
of  a  question  which  might  legally  come  before  the  Sen- 
ate; and  a  disqualification  of  that  body  to  perform  its  con- 
stitutional duly  with  fairness  and  impartiality,  if  the 
President  should  thereafter  be  regularly  impeached  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  same  onencei 

And  wheress  the  temperate,  respectful,  and  argumen- 
tative defence  and  protest  of  the  President  againat  the 
aforessid  proceeding  of  the  Senate  waa  rejected  and  re- 
pulaed  by  that  body,  and  waa  voted  to  be  a  breach  of  its 
privilege^  and  waa  not  permitted  to  be  entered  on  its 
journal  or  printed  among  its  documents;  while  all 
memorials,  petitions,  resolves,  and  remonstrances,  againat 
the  President,  however  violent  or  unfounded,  and  cstcu- 
lated  to  inflame  the  people  against  bin,  were  duly  and 
honorably  received,  encomiaatically  commented  upon  in 
Gpeeches,  read  at  the  table,  ordered  to  be  printed  with 
the  long  list  of  names  attached,  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee  for  consideration,  filed  away  among  the  publio 
archives,  srid  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  public  dt>cii- 
menis  of  the  Senate,  to  be  hsnded  down  to  the  latest 
posterity : 

And  wheress  the  said  resolve  was  introduced,  debated, 
and  adopted,  at  a  time  and  under  eircumslanees  which 
had  the  effccl  of  co-operating  with  the  Bank  of  tha 
United  States  in  the  parricidal  attempt  which  that  inetitu* 
tion  Was  then  making  to  produce  a  panic  and  pressure  in 
the  country;  to  destroy  the  confidence  of  the  people  in 
President  Jackson;  to  paralyze  his  administration;  to 
govern  the  elections;  to  bankrupt  the  State  bankst  ruin 
their  currency;  fill  tlie  whole  Union  with  terror  and  dis- 
trcta;  and  thereby  to  extort  from  the  tufferings  and  the 
alarms  of  the  people  the  restoration  of  the  depoiitea  and 
the  renewal  of  its  charter: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  is  of  evil  example  nnd 
dangerous  precedent,  and  should  never  have  been  re- 
ceived, debated,  or  adopted  by  the  Senate,  or  admitted 
to  entry  upon  its  journal:  Wherefore, 

Heuikta,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged  from  the 
journal;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Senate  may  appoint,  abaU 
bring  the  manuscript  journal  of  the  sessioo  18S3-*S4  into 
tlie  Senate,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate,  draw 
black  lines  round  the  said  resolve,  ami  write  aerooB  the 
face  thereof,  in  strong  letters,  the  following  words:  Ex- 
punged by  order  nf  the  Senate,  this  16lh  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  i»f  our  Lord  1837." 

On  agreeing  to  this  resolution,  the  vote  wv  as  foHowa: 

Yijis — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Pulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Rinfp  of 
Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Nilea,  Page,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Huggles,  Sevier,  Stranf  r,  Tallmadge,  Tintona 
Walker,  Wall,  Wright-S*. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Illack,  Calhoun,  Clsy,  Crit- 
tenden, llsvis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knifrht, 
Mnnre,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Itubbins,  Southard,  Swift, 
I'anlinson,  Webster,  White— 19. 
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Bo  the  reiolutioa  waa  ^reed  to. 

Hr.  BENTON,  otwervinf  that  nothing  now  remained 
but  for  tb«  Secretary  to  carry  into  effect  the  order  of 
tbe  Senate,  moved  that  that  be  forthwith  done. 

Tbe  Secretary  thereupon  produced  the  record  of 
the  Senate,  and,-  opening  it  at  tbe  page  which  contain- 
ed tbe  molution  to  be  expunged,  aii,  in  the  preienee 
of  such  of  tbe  membert  of  the  Senate  aa  remained, 
(many  having  retired,)  proeeed  to  draw  black  lioei  en- 
tirety round  ibe  reaolution,  and  to  endorse  acroai  the 
linea  tbe  worda  <*  Expunged  by  order  of  tbe  Senate,  thia 
16th  day  of  January,  1837.'* 

No  aooner  had  this  been  done,  than  hiuei,  loud  and 
repeated,  were  heard  from  raiioua  parts  of  the  gallery. 

The  CHAIR,  (Mr.  Kira,  of  AUbana.)  Clear  the 
galleriea. 

Mr.  BP.NTON.  I  hope  the  galleriea  will  not  be 
cleared,  aa  many  innocent  persons  will  be  excluded,  who 
have  been  guilty  of  no  violation  of  order.  Let  tbe  ruf- 
fians who  have  trade  the  disturbance  alone  be  appre- 
hended. I  hopethe  Sergeant-at-armtwilt  be  directed  to 
enter  the  gallery,  and  seize  the  ruffians,  ascertaining  who 
they  are  in  the  best  way  he  can.  Let  him  apprehend 
Ihem*  and  bring  thera  to  tbe  bar  of  the  Senate.  Let  him 
seise  tbe  bank  ruffiaas.  I  hope  that  they  will  not  now 
be  suffered  to  lOialt  the  Senate,  aa  the^  did  wlien  It  was 
under  the  power  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  when 
nifiiana^  with  arms  upon  them,  insulted  us  with  impunity. 
Let  them  be  taken  and  brought  to  the  bar  of  tbe  Senate. 
Here  ia  one  just  above  me,  that  may  easily  be  iden- 
liHed— the  bank  ruffians! 

The  order  to  clear  tbe  galleries  waa  revoked,  and  the 
Sergeant-at-arma  directed  to  proceed  Into  the  galleries 
and  apprehendtbepersona  wbohad  created  the  disorder. 
In  a  very  few  minutes  the  Sergeant-at-armi  returned, 
and  reported  lo  the  Chair  that  he  had  apprehended  an 
individual,  and  had  him  in  custody. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  that  be  be  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  Smate. 

Mr.  MOBRIS  oppoaed  the  motion,  and  demanded  the 
yeaaend  nayst  which  being  ordered  and  taken,  stood: 
Yeaa  17,  nays  8.   So  the  motion  was  carried. 

It  wss  suggested  by  Mr.  MOORB  (hat  there  waa  not  a 
quorum  present,  and  the  Chair  at  first  so  decided.  But, 
on  being  reminded  that  one  of  the  Senators  from  Louisi- 
ane  had  resigned,  25  was  a  majority  of  the  49  remaining, 
he  declared  that  a  quorum  waa  preaeiit. 

Mr.  MOOKE  now  moved  an  adjournment  i  but  the 
nuiCion  wu  loat. 

The  Seiveant<at4nnB  now  produced  and  presented  an 
iodividaal  at  the  bar  of  tbe  Senate. 

(He  was  a  tall,  welMreaaed  man,  wrapped  in  a  black 
overcoat.] 

Mr.  BENTOV  said  that,  aa  the  individual  had  been 
taken  From  among  llie  respectable  audience  in  the  gal- 
lery, and  bad  been  presented  in  thia  public  manner,  with 
all  eyes  fixed  upon  him,  he  had  pertwps  been  sufficient- 
ly punished  in  his  feelings.  Mr.  B.  was  not  diq»osed  to 
push  the  proceedings  any  further,  and  therefore  moved 
that  he  be  discharged  from  custody. 

Mr.  MORRIS  considered  the  whole  proceeding  as 
very  extraordinary.  If  the  individual  had  bren  wortliy 
of  arrest,  he  ought  (o  have  an  opportunity  of  defence.  A 
citizen  had  been  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and 
not  informed  for  what  reason^  nor  of  what  offence  be 
atood  charged)  and  now  it  waa  moved  that,  without  a 
hearing,  he  be  discharged  from  coatody.  Call  you  thia 
(said  Mr.  M.)  tbe  justice  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States?  Is  it  in  this  manner  that  oittsens  are  to  be  treat- 
ed?   It  appears  to  me  a  most  extraordinary  proceeding. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  an  adjournmenli  but  the  motion 
did  not  prevail. 

Mr*  ROBINSON,  nesr  whose  seat  the  person  appre- 


hended then  stood,  propoaed  that  tbe  individual  have  an 
opportunity  to  put^  himself  by  oath  from  the  contempt. 
T^ie  Senate  were  not  to  presume  him  guUty;  and  if  be 
was  willing  to  swear  that  he  intended  no  contempt,  be 
ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MORRIS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion for  bis  discbargef  and  they  were  ordnred  aecord- 
Ingly. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  if  the  Individual  waa 
ready  to  go  to  the  Clerk's  table,  and  tbcte.  by  oath,  to 
purge  himself  of  the  contempt,  he  had  do  obje^on. 
Let  him  do  so. 

Hr.  ROBINSON  now  stated,  on  behalf  of  the  person 
spprehended,  that  he  was  wilting  and  ready  to  answer 
interrt^atories. 

Hr.  BENTON  thereupon  withdrew  his  motion  for  his 
dischaige. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  him  that  be  could  not  do  this, 
inasmuch  as  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it  had  been  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  MORRIS  was  strongly  opposed  to  having  the  In- 
dividual suddenly,  without  warning,  and  without  oppor- 
tunity to  commit  counsel^  brought  forward  to  take  hia 
oath,  and  undewo  interrogatories.  It  would  be  better 
to  give  him  until  to-roorrow,  that  be  might  have  some 
leisure  for  refieetion.  He  had  been  brought  up  here 
before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  before  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  to  require  bim  thus 
suddenly  to  be  put  upon  oath  in  hia  defence  was  wrong. 

He  concluded  by  moving  an  adjoumoaent. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  demuidcd  and  ordered  on 
the  molioil  to  adjourn. 

Hr.  STRANGE  thot^t  that  if  the  individual  was  wil- 
ling now  to  be  aworn,  and  to  undergo  interrogatories^ 
he  wu  certainly  the  best  judge  of  bis  own  rights.  H« 
best  knew  what  he  could  undergo,  and  there  was  no 
need  that  Senatora  should  become  his  advucstes. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  if  the  man  wiatied  to  purge 
himself  on  oath,  now,  here,  in  presence  of  the  Senate, 
it  was  very  well.  Let  him  do  so.  But  if  he  wanted  to 
go  away  and  consult  a  lawyer.  If  he  must  ask  a  lawyer 
to-morrow  before  he  could  tell  whether  he  meant  to  in- 
sult the  Senate  to-night,  he  waa  opposed  to  it.  If  he  was 
ready  to  swear,  let  him  do  it,  but  no  consulting  with 
lawyers. 

The  CHAIR  aUted  to  Hr.  Hosbib  that  the  individual 
in  custody  was  not  brought  up  without  a  charge,  as  that 
Senator  seemed  to  Intimate.  He  was  charged  with  disor- 
derly conduct  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
law  gave  the  Senate,  as  it  gave  a  court  of  justice,  power 
to  protect  itself  in  all  such  cases,  by  a  summary  proceed- 
injr,  and  on  the  evidence  of  its  own  senses. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  again  sud  that  the  individual  in  cus- 
tody wished  for  an  opportunity  of  purging  himself  from 
the  contempt. 

Some  confusion  prevailed.  But  the  motion  for  his 
discharge  being  pressed,  the  question  waa  put,  and  de- 
eded as  follows: 

Yxas— .Messra.  Benton,  Brown,   Buchanan,   Dana, . 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendrick%  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Rugbies,  Sevier,  Tallmadge,  Ttpton,  Walker, 
White,  Wright— 23. 

Nat— Mr.  Wall— 1. 

The  in^vidual  was  accordingly  discharged  from  cus- 
tody. 

The  Individual  referred  to  thereupon  advanced,  and, 
addressing  the  Chair,  said; 

*'  Hr.  President,  am  I  not  to  be  permitted  to  speak  in 
my  own  defence?" 

The  CHAIR,  to  the  Sergeant^at-annst  "Take  bim 
out!" 

The  Senate  then  a^oumcd. 
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ABOLITION  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  KBNT,  baring  preunted  a  memorial  from  the 
j(Tand  jiirj  of  Waahington  coanty,  proteating  agvinat 
the  interference  of  citizens  from  diatant  Statea  in  respect 
to  (he  abolition  of  aUv'ery  in  the  Diatrict  of  CDlumbit, 
mafT^  that  It  be  laid  on  tbe  table  mod  printed. 

Mr.  MORRIS  roae  and  aald  that  he  bad  hundreda  of 
petitioni  to  preaent  for  the  abolition  of  atavery;  and, 
therefore,  he  would  ask  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  the 
queation  of  printing  the  memorial  which  had  just  been 
preaented.    Not  ordered. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  tuggesled  to  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  KaxT,]  whether  it  would  not  be  as  well  to 
print  an  extra  number  uf  copiea  of  thia  important  docu- 
ment* for  the  purpoM  of  diitribution,  aa  it  might  be  pro- 
ductive of  good. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  he  would  make  that  motion. 
It  was  a  most  important  pxper,  and  there  was  one  part 
of  it  at  whidi  he  most  heartily  rejoiced,  it  took  the 
true  position — that  abolition  petitions  hhould  not  be  re- 
edred.  Ttiere  was  a  dangerous  and  mischtevious  spint 
at  work  in  varioui  parla  of  the  country,  connected  with 
Ibis  question.  Itwu  only  at  the  laat  session  that  he  had 
eontcnded  for  what  the  memorialista  suggest  (o  Con- 
greit.  Ho  had  urged  that  very  point,  and  he  found  hinw 
self  in  a  very  considerable  minority.  He  hoped  that 
auch  would  not  be  the  case  now  he  was  supporting  this 
motion.  He  would  second  tbe  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  trusting  that  he  would  renew  it^  and  be  in- 
dulged with  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  renurked  that  he  had  Nggesled  to 
the  Senator  the  printing  of  an  extra  number,  not  on  ac- 
count of  his  own  feelings  particularly,  but  because  he  be- 
lieved the  proceedings  of  individuala  in  difTerent  parts  of 
the  country  on  this  subject  were  predicated  upon  the 
supposed  fact  that  the  people  living  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  were  in  favor  of  ibe  abolition  of  slavery  from 
among  them. 

Mr.  WALL  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  printing  the 
usual  number.  He  confessed  that  it  did  appear  to  him 
a  most  singular  thing,  that  gentlemen  who  claimed  the 
right  to  petition  should  protest  againat  othera  having 
XYa  right  to  do  the  same  thing.  And,  although  the  gen- 
tleman from  Sout*)  Carolina  had  expressed  his  congmtu- 
lalion  at  the  sentiments  avowed  by  the  memorialista, 
ihey  aeemed  to  him  (Mr.  W.)  totally  at  war  with  the 
fundamental  principles  of  our  constitution.  Hswassor- 
ry  to  see  any  body  of  men — respectable  aa  he  had  no 
doobt  the  petitioners  were — act  upon  the  high  ground 
that  they  had  a  right  to  petition,  and  that  others,  taking 
a  different  view  of  the  question,  were  not  entitled  to 
have  their  petitions  received  by  Cangress.  He  wss  per- 
fectly willing  that  they  should  enjoy  their  own  ri^htat 
for  he  acknowledged,  in  the  utmost  extent,  the  right  of 
petition,  as  one  of  the  must  sacred  rights  of  (he  people 
of  this  country.  It  wss  a  right  which  Congreia  did  not 
give,  it  was  a  ri^ht  which  they  could  not  take  away. 
And  he  was  not  disposed,  for  one,  to  countenance  the 
idea  that  the  Senate  coMd  take  away  the  right  of  peti. 
tion  from  any  part  of  tbiii  great  community,  or  favor  the 
claims  made  by  one  p'lrtion  of  the  public,  and  at  the 
name  time  deny  the  right  of  the  other  tn  present  (heir 
petitions.  He  declared  that  he  would  give  no  counte- 
nance whatever  to  the  sentiments  of  the  memorialists,  so 
far  as  to  vote  for  publishing  an  additimal  number  of 
copies.  He  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  printing  of  (he 
memorial,  because  it  was  couched  in  respeeifiii  language. 
And  fit  the  reason  that  gentlemen  were  interested  in  (be 
aiihjeot,  he  was  for  giving  every  opportunity  for  a  fair, 
calm,  and  dispassionate  investigation  into  what  they  «8k- 
ed.   But  be  would  not,  he  repeated,  honor  the  memo- 


rial by  having  an  additional  number  of  it  printed  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  Suies,  becaoae  it  contained,  aa 
he  conceived,  a  principle  altt^ther  subversive  of  the 
rights  of  >he  whole  eommunitv. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  there  wasa  very  nurk- 
ed  difTerence  between  receiving  petitions,  the  efTeet  of 
which  was  to  deprive  men  of  what  belonged  to  them, 
and  doing  so  for  the  purpose  of  defending  their  rights 
and  their  properly.  Slaves  were  u  mueh  tbe  property 
of  the  latter,  as  stocks,  houses,  or  lands,  were  of  those 
who  would  deprive  them  of  their  rights  and  property. 
These  petitioners  prayed  that  all  good  citizens  would 
cease  to  project  acts  of  robbery  upon  them.  The  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey  put  both  classes  of  pelitionrrs 
upon  the  same  footing.  Those  (concluded  Mr.  C.)  who 
claim  to  disturb  a  man  of  bis  propei^y  shull  not  be  beard. 
If  one  petition  is  to  be  rqected,  tbe  other  is  to  be  re- 
jected. The  memorialists  have  a  right  to  be  heard,  and 
they  have  a  right  to  inaiat  that  those  who  come  here  to 
disturb  their  property  shall  not  be  lieard. 

Mr.  NILRS  said  (hat  the  question  was  not  whether 
petitioners  in  general  atood  upon  a  somewhat  different 
ground  from  the  present  residents  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumb'a,  butwhelner  the  eubjeoi  •matter  was  proper  fur 
Congress  to  entertain,  even  so  far  aa  to  print  a  getition 
which  might  operate  on  public  sentiment.  For  hia  own 
part,  he  wished  that  Congress  would  set  decidedly  on 
this  agitating  topic.  He  had  no  doubt  that  these  peti- 
tioners had  a  deep  interest  in  what  (bey  requested.  But, 
nevertheless,  the  queation  was  the  same  as  refpecled 
both  clasaes  of  petitioners,  and  was  one  which  Congress 
could  not  go  into  at  alt.  When  the  subject  was  not  at 
present  discussed  by  the  public,  and  when  it  was  desira* 
ble  that  tranquillity  should  be  preserved,  why,  hessked, 
RhouM  the  Srnate  of  the  United  States  agitate  the  quea- 
tion now>  lie  recollected  perfectly  well,  that  at  the  last 
session  t lie  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  went  ao  far 
as  to  protest  against  th«  reception  of  a  single  petition, 
though,  to  be  sure,  coming  from  those  not  having  the 
same  interest  as  (he  gendemen  whose  memorial  was  now 
before  the  Senate,  but  still  such  an  interest  as  gave  them 
a  right  to  come  here.  The  rule  in  regard  to  (be  right 
of  petition  must  apply  equally  and  fsirly,  and  )pve  no 
preference  to  one  portion  of  the  community  over  an- 
other. He  was,  then,  he  must  say,  altogether  opposed 
to  printing  the  memorial,  and  should  vote  against  the 
adoption  of  that  course.  The  printing  of  an  extra  num- 
ber of  copies  would  produce  no  good  effect,  but,  on  (he 
contrary,  would  cause  (he  subject  to  be  again  agrtafed 
in  varioua  parts  of  the  Union.  Hia  honorable  friend 
[Mr.  Hdibabd]  seemed  to  think  that  by  (he  distribution 
of  the  mpmorial  a  good  effect  might  be  produced  on  the 
public  mind.  He  could  not  agree  with  him  on  that 
point,  and  must  repeat  that  the  subject  was  one  which 
Congress  might  not  to  entertain,  inasmuch  aa  it  was  not 
proper  that  tbey  should  act  on  one  nde  of  tbe  queation 
and  not  on  the  other- 
Mr.  BROWN  said  he  intended  to  vote  against  then- 
(ra  number.  If  be  were  to  vote  to  print  an  extnmrdi- 
nary  number  of  the  memorial  sent  here  by  tbe  gnmd 
jury,  it  would  imply  that  there  was  some  danger  of  Con- 
gress being  about  to  legislate  on  the  subject.  He  re- 
pealed, that  shouM  an  extra  number  be  ordered,  the 
idea  would  be  spread  abroad,  and  reasons  given  to  sus- 
pect, that  Congress  intended  to  act  in  the  matter.  Now, 
aa  be  did  nut  believe  that  there  was  the  slightest  ground 
for  any  such  apprehension,  as  no  such  action  was  enter- 
tained by  eidter  branch  of  tbe  National  Legislature,  he 
was  utterly  averse  to  do  any  act  which  had  a  tendency 
to  create  that  idea.  But,  besides  that,  it  did  appear  to 
him  somewhat  novel  to  ask  for  the  printing  of  an  ex- 
traordinary number  of  a  document  coming  mim  private 
individuals. 
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Undoubtediy  the  proper  course  of  gentlemen  wu,  not 
todoany  act  here  «bicb  would  promote •gitatkm.  Now, 
he  contended  that  the  printing  of  the  document  in  quei> 
tinn,  and  the  dUseminttion  of  it  throughout  the  country, 
did,  in  Bome  degree,  tend  to  increaae  uie  a^tatioo  in  ref- 
erence to  thit  question. 

Why,  then,  he  would  ask,  •houM  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  lend  iti  sanction  to  a  course  which  would 
induce  the  country  to  believe  that  it  purposed  acting  on 
the  subject  of  starery^  There  being  no  ground  to  ap- 
prehend any  such  movement  on  the  part  of  Congress,  be 
would  do  nothing  to  lend  his  sanction  to  the  supposition 
that  Congress  intended  to  interfere  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  thought  it  most  extraordina^  that 
Senators  should  pat  on  a  level  pctitioncra  who  bad  notb. 
ing  to  lose,  with  the  petitioners  whose  memorial  had 
just  been  read.  Did  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
mean  to  say  that  when  men  all  over  the  country  were 
agitating  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  slavery,  (hat 
these  petitioners,  and  others  situated  like  them,  who  had 
a  great  interest  in  this  matter,  on  account  of  their  prop- 
erty, were  to  close  their  mouthsf  Had  they  not  a  ngiit 
to  express  their  assent  or  dissent?  And  liad  notoneside 
a  right  to  express  tbcir  opinion  with  regard  to  theotber? 
Was  this  the  language  of^  the  Senator?  Was  the  Senate 
to  understand  the  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut 
that  alavebolders  had  no  more  claim  to  be  heard  than 
those  who  were  disturbing  their  interests?  This  was  in- 
deed roost  extraonlinary.  He  looked  upon  this  as  a 
very  calm  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  this  respectable 

!;rand  juryt  and  he  was  very  bappy  that  the  Senator 
rom  New  Hampshire  had  thought  it  proper  that  the 
memorial  aheun  be  distributed  among  the  pcoplei  for  it 
would  show  that  what  wai  about  to  m  done  was  an  act 
of  robbery. 

Mr.  RING,  of  Alabama,  observed  that  he  should  rote 
for  the  printing  of  the  memoriil  with  great  pleasure,  but 
he  would  not  do  so  if  aware  that  it  came  from  a  set  of 
fanatics  who  were  disturbing  tbe  quiet  of  the  country, 
and  endeavoring  to  bring  about  a  dissension.  Congress 
were  the  sole  legiriaion  of  the  District,  as  he  had  been 
reminded,  and  they  were  bound  to  receive  the  memori- 
als whb  proper  attention  and  respect.  He  hoped  that  a 
proper  spirit  would  be  manifealed  with  respect  to  other 
memorials,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Moania] 
had  said  he  liad  some  hundreds.  He  maintained  that 
Congress  were  bound  to  protect  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  in  tbcir  rights,  lie  did  not  know, 
however,  that  the  Senate  were  bound  tu  order  an  extra 
nomber  of  eopiei  of  the  memorial  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MOR1US,  after  stating  what  was  the  language  of 
the  memorialist^  remarked  that  be  entirely  approved  of 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey, for  tbey  were  precisely  his  own.  The  question 
then  was,  "shall  this  paper  be  printed'"  He  was  dis* 
jwied  to  Vote  for  tbe  printing  of  it,  because  he  believed 
It  of  the  highest  importance,  and  one  that  abmtid  be  giv- 
en to  the  community]  for  it  was  desirable  that  tbey  ^ould 
be  in  posseauon  of  every  thing  that  was  calculated  to 
throw  light  on  the  subject.  If  the  memorialists  were 
correct  in  principle,  and  if,  by  their  arguments,  they 
ahould  be  able  to  convince  the  country  that  the  question 
of  slavery  ought  not  to  be  touched  by  Congress,  a  de- 
sirable object  might  be  attained)  or  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  their  reaaons  should  be  considered  unsound,  and 
not  founded  in  justice  and  truth,  they  would  at  Iraat 
h.ive  been  presented  to  tbe  people  of  the  United  States 
as  those  of  a  renpectuble  body  of  men,  speaking  accord- 
to  the  dictates  of  their  consciences.  He  was  ready  and 
willing  to  vote  fur  printing  the  usual  .number  of  copies, 
lie  wished  that  this  paper  was  in  tbe  bands  of  every  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States)  and  ifbia  vote  and  voice  could 
effect  that  object,  he  would  do  it  instantly.  Why? 


[SaiTATx* 


That  each  might  read  and  judge  for  hinuelf.  It  was 
not  now  necessary  to  presume  upon  what  would  be  the 
action  of  Congress  on  the  subject,  when  other  petitions 
ahould  hereafter  be  presented.  Whether  they  would 
be  ordered  to  be  printed,  or  received,  he  would  not 
pretend  to  anticipate.  Bat  with,  respect  to  this  memo- 
rial, It  did  appear  to  him  that  it  was  desirable  it  ahould 
be  printed  t  even  out  of  courtesy  to  the  mover,  if  fur  no 
other  reason,  who  was  tbe  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  tbe  representalive  of  an 
adjoining  State,  which  felt  great  interest  in  tbe  subject. 

Mr.  BHOWN  understood  the  honorable  Senator  Trom 
S»uth  Carolina  to  ask  the  question,  whether  he  (Mr.  B.) 
denred  to  array  the  interests  of  one  great  section  of  tbe 
country  against  the  other? 

Mr.  CALHOUNexplained,  that  he  had  asked  the  Sen- 
ator  from  North  Carolina  whether  he  would  put  in  the 
same  scale  those  petitioners  *  hose  rights  were  nut  sfTect- 
ed,  with  those  whose  rights  were  disturbed  aiul  threa'- 
ened  with  annihilation? 

Mr.  IIROWN  replied,  certainly  not.  Those  whose 
property  was  involved  had  every  right  lo  petition  and 
protest  in  every  way.  He  had  made  no  objcoiion  to 
the  printing  of  (he  usual  number  of  ci^iea  of  ihe  rae- 
monal.  But  what  rights  were  ctimpromiaed,  what 
rights  were  violated,  by  not  printing  an  extraordinary 
number  of  the  document  proposed  to  be  printed? 

This  was  indeed  a  novel  doctrine,  and  a  mode  of  vio- 
lating rights  he  did  not  underaiand.  He  bad  resisted  at 
tbe  last  session  tbe  printing  of  petitions  on  this  subject, 
in  whatever  riiape  they  might  be  presented.  Hut  in 
this  case,  as  the  rights  of  the  petitioners  were  involved, 
he  would  consent  to  depart  fruni  the  rule  then  acted  on 
by  bim.  He  would  lake  this  occasion  to  say  that  be 
believed  now,  as  he  ha'l  ever  believed,  that  the  diacut'don 
of  this  question  here,  so  far  from  being  beneficial  to 
those  whose  rights  were  invuKed,  was  imminently  detri- 
mental to  them. 

Tbe  Senate  were  told  that-tbe  subject  was  sgilating  in 
tlifferent  parti  of  tbe  country  at  this  time.  He  tliouglit 
that  it  was  but  the  other  day  that  the  Le^slalure  of  New 
York,  when  some  petitions  were  presented  on  a  subject 
having  relation  to  this  question,  met  them  with  tbe  most 
decided  rebuke. .  In  conclusion,  be  would  again  aaseit 
that  there  was  no  agitation  in  the  halls  of  Congress  on  the 
subject,  and  be  could  not  see  the  slightest  necessity  fur 
takmg  the  course  proposed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that  it  was  of  very  great 
importance  that  the  pelitionera  should  be  protected  in 
their  rights;  should  be  heard  here.  He  did  not  man  to 
sgitate  (as  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  seemed 
to  suppoae  he  did)  the  question  of  abolition.  But  wbat 
he  intended  to  say  wu,  that  ih«se  nhose  interests  were 
deeply  aff'icted  by  the  agitaiion  df  ibis  question  had  a 
right  to  drmaiid  lo  be  heard,  at  least  as  much  so  as  those 
who  sent  (heir  petitions  here,  and  who  had  nothing  to 
lote.  He,  (Mr.  C-,}  in  speaking  of  the  respectable 
gentlemen  wbo  compared  tbe  grand  juty,  had  sud  nolh- 
ing  more  concerning  them  tun  was  due  to  them  and 
their  rights. 

Mr.  BKOWN  said  he  had  made  no  reference  to  llie 
grand  juryi  but  merely  alluded  to  those  who  were  dis- 
cussing the  subject  here. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  repelled  the  invnuation  thrown  out 
by  the  Senators  from  New  Jersey  and  North  Carolina,  in 
regard  lo  bis  creating  an  cxcitcmt  nt  on  the  subject.  Ho 
denied  that  he  had  said  any  thing  to  produce  excitement. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  any  agilation,  nor  would  lie  be 
the  means  of  causing  it.  But  with  resptct  to  the  people 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  when  their  rights  were  af- 
fected, they  were  compelled  to  look  to  Congress  for 
protection.  And  when  tbey  deemed  it  proper  to  send  a 
petition  here,  be  would  aay,  that  if  no  one  else  present 
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choie  to  liear  it,  he  vould.  As  to  the  people  of  the 
Stfttet,  they  could  be  beard  by  their  own  Lej;»latureit 
ftnd  ir  they  were  not  able  to  protect  themselves,  they 
wmild  not  receive  protection  from  any  quarter. 

Mr.  KENT  made  a  Few  remarks,  bearing  teitimony  to 
the  rnpeetrul  lanruage  of  the  memorialifta. 

Mr.  LINN  said  be  would  be  pleawd  to  know  whether 
any  practical  benpfits  were  likely  to  grow  out  of  circu- 
lating, by  order  of  the  Senate,  copiei  of  the  document 
now  proposed  to  be  printed.  What,  he  aiked,  was  (he 
proper  remedy  for  the  evil  of  which  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  complained,  and  concerning  which 
they  had  directed  the  atteatlon  of  Congress?  Was  their 
property  in  danger^  Were  the  lews  mtufReient  to  pro> 
tect  their  ataresT  If  lo,  let  ui  then  nurd)  directly  up  to 
(he  subject,  and  enact  luch  as  will  afford  ample  security. 
For  measurrs  of  a  practical  nature,  he  would  give  his 
vote  with  great  pleasure.  He  said  he  was  well  aware 
that  questions  of  lliis  kind  came  up  here,  and  incident- 
ally impressed  persons  at  a  distance  with  the  idea  (hat 
Congress  wished  to  deprive  them  of  the  right  to  be  heard 
here,  and  of  the  rif^n  to  petition.  Nothing,  io  his  opin- 
ion, was  more  erroneous.  Refuse  to  receive  and  hear  an 
abolition  petition,  andyou  reader  the  abolitionists  i  thou- 
sand times  more  ac(ive  and  indiutrious  in  propagating 
their  doctrines,  and  more  successful  in  enlisting  the  sym- 
pathies in  their  favor  nf  ihose  who  believed  in  (he  inbC' 
rent  right  of  ihe  people  to  assemble  and  petition  for  a 
redress  of  grievances.  He  never  had  voted,  nor  never 
would  vote,  for  the  printing  and  dii«eminating  an  at^oli- 
tion  memorialf  so  likewise  he  would  not  lend  his  aid  for 
the  printing  of  this  document  in  favor  of  slavery. 

On  the  great  question  of  slavery,  the  constitution  and 
laws  would  find  ample  support  in  Uie  good  sense  of  the 
great  body  of  the  American  people.  He  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  tt)at  to  insure  tranquillity  was  to  let  this  exciting 
topic  alone. 

Mr.  WALL  would  sty  a  few  words,  by  way  of  expla* 
nation.  He  was  for  treating  all  petitioners  with  proper 
respect,  and  regarding  their  petitions  in  accordance 
with  the  motives  and  intentions  which  seemed  to  have 
or'ginated  them.  But  he  did  not  rate  all  petitioners  on 
the  same  footing  with  these,  as  the  Senator  from  Souih 
Curolina  seentcd  to  suppose.  I  conceive  (said  Hr.  W.) 
we  stand  here  in  relation  to  (be  people  of  the  United 
States  as  having  duties  on  our  part  to  perform,  and  they 
having  rigtits  which  ihey  may  insist  upon.  And  one  of 
their  right.*,  unquestionably,  is  (he  right  to  pctilioni  and 
when  their  petition  is  received,  our  duty  commences. 
We  arc  to  exercise  our  judgment,  to  examine  and  de- 
liberate as  to  the  manner  in  which  we  shall  dispose  of 
that  petition.  Now,  whenever  those  persons  who  are 
called  abolitionists  seek  to  interfere  with  the  subject,  1 
would  receive  their  petition;  and  then  their  rights  end, 
and  my  duties  begin.  I  would  examine  that  petition, 
and  if,  in  my  judgment*  in  the  exercise  of  my  legislative 
duty,  itbeoame  necessary  that  I  should  not  further  act 
en  that  petition,  and  that  it  should  be  laid  on  the  table, 
I  would  naTC  no  hesitation  in  dung  so.  And  I  maintain 
that,  in  doing  so,  they  would  have  no  right  to  complain. 

When  1  stated  that  I  was  in  favor  of  printing  this  pe- 
tition, I  drew  the  broad  line  of  distinction  between  what 
I  would  concede  to  (huse  who  consider  their  rights  are 
attacketi,  and  tlioie  who  conceive  they  are  acting  under 
the  impulse  of  high  and  genenl  feelings  of  philanthropy, 
1  would  «»onl  to  both  aomething,  on  account  of  the 
motives  actuating  them.  I  would  give  them  equal  ciedit 
for  good  and  honest  purposes.  But  when  I  am  asked  (o 
vote  fur  printing  an  extra  number  of  the  petition,  al- 
though connected,  as  it  is,  with  men  of  respectability,  I 
am  called  to  look  at  my  duty,  and  at  the  consequences 
that  will  result  from  printing  these  copies.  Wliriher  or 
provoke  controversy,  (o  produce  agitation, 
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and  put  in  danger  the  property  they  would  take  care  of, 
I  believe  it  is  not  (o  the  interest  of  the  petitioners  that 
there  should  be  any  more  copies  printed  than  the  usual 
number. 

I  nm  perfectly  willing  that  the  ordinary  number  should 
be  orderedi  and  I  hope  that  the  gentleman  will  not  in. 
sist  on  bis  motion.  I  trust  that  no  improper  nwUeee 
will  be  attributed  to  these  petitioners,  nor  to  any  other 
persons  who  may  petition  Congress.  But,  in  my  bum- 
ble judgment,  the  priming  of  an  extra  number  can  pro> 
duce  no  salutary  effect  to  the  petitioners  ihemaelves^ 
and  no  good  to  the  community.  It  will  not  promote  tbe 
petce  and  happiness  of  the  Union.  It  will  produee 
controvsrsy  and  disputation  on  this  floor  and  in  tbe 
other  House.  And  if  we  are  to  give  circulation  to  sen< 
timents  expressed  by  these  petitioners,  oan  we,  with  a 
proper  sense  of  justice,  withhold  from  those  who  choose 
to  utter  their  sentiments  on  the  other  aide  of  (he  question 
the  same  privilege'  I  would,  then,  ask  gentlemen  to 
look  St  the  consequences  which  may  result  from  bci^ng 
gratified  in  the  application  to  print  an  extra  number  of 
copies.  It  is  my  deliberate  opinion  tbey  ought  not  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  MORRIS  renewed  his  motion  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  <m  printing  the 
usual  number  of  copies:  Yeas  34,  nays  5. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  Uien  proceeded  to  the  order  of  tbe  day; 
which  was  the  consideration  of  Mr.  WALxam's  land  bill. 

Mr.  MORRIS  made  an  elTort  to  have  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  postponed,  but  without  success.  He  then 
went  at  length  into  a  atatement  of  his  objection  to  tbe 
bill  ss  reported  by  (he  Committee  on  Public  Land*,  and 
his  reasons  for  preferring  it  in  the  form  in  which  he  had 
himsflf  introduced  it  into  the  Senate.  He  compared 
the  two,  section  by  seetiont  and  having  concluded, 

Mr.  EWING  moved  the  postponement  of  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  Friday  next. 

Hr.  WALKER  opposed  this,  lest  the  passage  of  the 
bill  might  be  endangered,  and  demanded  tbe  yeas  and 
nays;  which  being  taken,  were:  Yeas  14,  nays  18. 

So  Ibe  Senate  refused  to  postpone  the  bill. 

Mr.  MORRIS  then  ofTerea  an  amendment,  embracing 
the  principle  of  graduation  in  the  price  of  land  in  pro- 
portion to  tbe  time  it  had  been  offered  for  aalet  which, 
after  some  brief  dtscussion,  was  agreed  10:  Teas  19, 
nsys  18. 

Mr.  MOKRIS  proposed  a  further  amendment,  on  which 
much  desullory  debate  took  place,  and  several  modifies, 
tions  were  suggested,  and  in  part  agreed  to;  but  before 
any  thing  was  decided  respecting  them. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Hr.  BUCHANAN,  wcut 
into  executive  business. 

And  afterwards  adjourned. 

WtDSESDAT,  JaXVABT  18. 

Mr.  CuTHBEaT,  of  Georgia,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  to  limit  the  sales  of  Ihe  public  lands  except 
to  actual  settlers,  and  in  limited  quantities,  came  up  as 
the  special  order. 

Mr.  WALKER  proposed,  as  no  gentleman  seemed 
ready  to  go  on  with  the  discussion,  to  postpone  tbe  fur- 
ther  consideration  of  the  hilt  until  to-morrow. 

Hr.  CLAY  expressed  a  wish  for  a  postponement  to  a 
hter  period.  He  expressed  his  opposition  to  the  bill 
|hroughout,  and  said  that  he  would  be  able  to  demon- 
sirale  conclusively,  that  instead  of  preventing  specula- 
tions in  the  public  lands,  and  limitiogtbe 8ale% it  vouU 
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InercMe  the  niei  to  a  gntt  degree.  Mid  operate  u  an 
encouraKemrnt  to  tpeeulation. 
Mr.  EWING.  of  Ohio,  niter  ■  few  remarfci^  moved  to 

po^pone  the  bill  until  Monday. 

Mr.  WALKER  objected  to  the  pottponement  to  §o 
kte  a  day  m  Monday,  on  the  ground  that,  this  beinr  a 
short  ■emon,  it  would  endanger  the  passage  of  tbe  bill. 
Ue  wished  the  bill  to  be  Isken  up  to-morrow,  »nd  for 
tba  discasMon  to  go  on  while  gentlemen  were  preparing 
Ibeir  amendments.  He  knew  that  it  could  not  be 
passed  withoot  connderable  diseusrioni  and»  therefore, 
the  sooner  that  discussion  commenced,  the  better  the 
chance  the  bill  would  have  of  being  brouglit  tu  a  final 
deeiMOii  before  tbe  close  of  the  session.  If  atiostpone* 
ment  should  be  ordered,  he  hoped  that  it  would  not  be 
10  a  later  day  than  Friday  next. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  did  not  wish  to  prevent  any 

Sentleman  from  having  a  fair  opportunity  or  expressing 
is  opinions  on  tbe  subject,  and  was  willing  to  allow  a 
reawnable  time  to  make  the  bill  as  perfect  in  its  detsils 
as  possible.  With  regsrd  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Hr.  Ci-at,]  he  presumed  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  throw  any  unnecessary  im- 
pediment in  the  way  of  passing  this  bill.  It  was  not  to 
tU  details,  but  to  tbe  great  principle  of  it,  that  tbe  Sen- 
ator objeetedi  and  be  would  take  the  occasion  to  aay 
that  it  would  piuxle  that  geBileiiiao*s  ingenuity  to  show 
(as  he  had  ssid  he  could  do]  thst  there  were  provisions 
in  the  bill  that  would  lead  to  more  speculation  than  waa 
practiaed  nnder  the  present  ^tem  of  conducting  land 
sales.  No  matter  .what  measure  should  be  deviied,  it 
wss  more  than  any  man  could  do  to  prevent  speculation 
altogether.  But  the  friends  of  the  bill  believed  that  much 
could  be  done  towards-Ilmiting  its  extent,  and  therefore 
vere  aniioai  to  give  their  plan  a  fair  irLil. 

Now,  IS  to  disposing  of  the  bill,  he  would  prefer  that 
the  Senate  ^ould  go  on  with  it  to-morrow,  and  gentle* 
men  could,  in  the  mean  time,  prepare  such  amendments 
MS  they  might  wiah  to  offer.  He  would  now  repeat, 
what  he  had  said  when  he  srose,  that  he  was  willing  to 
give  a  reasonable  time  for  the  discussionj  but  beyond 
the  time  he  had  mentioned  he  was  not  disposed  to  go. 
He  hoped  the  Senator  from  KlTssisaippr  [Hr.  WaLKsa] 
would  eonrider  it  his  duty  to  (he  Senate  and  to  the 
cuuntry  to  take  up  the  Ull  as  early  as  possible,  and  then 
^ntlemen  would  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
■ubjeet. 

The  question  waa  ibea  taken,  and  the  further  consid- 
eration of  th«  bill  was  poatponed  tilt  Friday  next. 

FRENCH  AND  NSAPOUTAN  tNDEMNiriES. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nanoe,  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  consider  the 
bill  to  anticipate  the  iiaymentor  tbe  indemnities  stipu- 
lated in  tbe  treaties  with  France  and  the  Two  Sicilies. 

After  some  opposition,  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  taken  up. 

Hr.  WRIGHT  proceeded  to  explain  the  gnjund*  of 
the  hill.  Under  our  trea'y  with  Prance,  there  remtined 
due  to  tbia  Government  two  of  tbe  instalments  of  the  in- 
demnities stipulated  by  that  treaty  to  be  paid  to  our  eiti- 
sens  for  sptritations  on  their  commerce  during  the  reign 
of  Napoleon.  One  of  these  would  fall  due  on  the  3 1  of 
February,  1837.  and  would  be  realized  in  (be  May  fol- 
lowing. A  second  would  fall  due  on  tbe  3il  of  Februa- 
ry, 1^8,  and  would  be  realized  in  May  of  that  year. 
Aiauming  ihe  whole  indemnity  at  five  millions,  the 
amount  of  these  two  instalments  would  be  one  million 
and  two  thirds.  The  indemnity  stipulated  in  our  treaiy 
with  the  Two  Sicilies  was  payable  in  nine  instalmentS( 
three  of  which  have  been  already  paid,  and  six  remain 
still  due.  Tbey  were  payable  annually  on  the  8th  of 
June,  and  would,  io  regular  courae,  be  realized  by  this 
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Government  some  nMntha  after.  The  amount  of  these 
six  inslalmenU  was  #1,123,000.  All  these  indemnities, 
both  the  French  and  the  Neapolitan,  stood  at  four  per 
cent.  The  reanlr,  therefo^,  of  the  present  bill  would 
be  the  payment  to  our  own  citizens  of  about  |3,800,00(^ 
and  placing  that  sum  at  an  interest  of  four  per  cent,  un- 
til, by  the  gradual  payment  of  tbe  instalments,  the  whole 
should  return  into  the  Tressury-  One  half  of  that  paid 
under  the  French  treaty  would  be  reimbursed  in  May 
nexlt  and  one  sixth  of  that  payable  under  the  Neapolitan 
treaty  would  come  back  into  the  Treasury  in  the  fall  of 
the  present  year.  Tbe  provisions  o'f  the  bill  were  sim< 
pie,  and  needed,  u  he  presumed,  no  fsrtber  exptana. 
tion. 

Ur.  CLAY.  I  am  opposed  to  this  bill,  and  I  should 
be  glad  if  1  could  engage  the  attention  of  tbe  Senate  to 
the  reasons  on  which  thst  upposition  is  founded.  1  am 
against  ihe  bill  partly  on  financial  and  partly  on  consti- 
tutional grounds.  As  a  measure  of  finance,  what  is  it.* 
It  proposes  to  take  the  public  money,  and  lend  It  to  the 
claimants  under  the  French  and  Nespolitan  treaties  at 
an  interest  of  four  per  cent.,  and  to  guaranty  tbe  ulti- 
mate payment  of  the  whole  amount  stipulated  by  both 
treaties.  Now,  aaa  question  of  finance,  ia  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  justifiable  in  loaning  out  the 
public  money  to  individuals  at  four  per  cent,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  the  Leg^laturea  of  several  of  tbe  SUrfea  have 
augmented  the  rate  of  interest  to  six  snd  seven  percent., 
and  tbe  rate  of  money  in  the  market  is,  in  fact,  not  less 
than  from  (en  to  twenty  per  cent.?  Such  an  arrange* 
ment  seems  to  me  extremely  injudicious.  When  we 
look  at  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  1  aik,  can  we  do  M 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  aays  that  there  will  be  a 
deficit  on  the  la(  of  next  January,  so  great  as  to  render 
it  necessary  to  recall  a  part  of  tbe  sums  deposited  with 
the  respective  Stslei  under  the  ael  of  tbe  last  session. 
Suppose  that  necessity  should  arise,  and,  tn  consequence 
of  the  expenditures  uf  the  Government,  and  of  this  ad- 
vance of  nearly  two  millions  of  dullars,  it  should  become 
indispensable  to  recall  a  part  of  the  money  deposited 
with  the  Siatei,  in  what  condition  should  we  find  our- 
selves? These  States  are  now  using  the  money  at  an 
advantage  of  from  six  to  ten  per  cent.,  and  you  will  re- 
call it  out  of  their  hands,  to  lend  it  to  private  citizens  at 
an  interest  of  four  per  cent.    Would  this  be  wise? 

But  I  have  other  and  higher  objections  to  this  measure. 
What  is  it,  in  point  of  fact?  Is  it  not  a  loso  by  tbe  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  to  certain  claimsots,  or 
their  assigns,  of  the  amount  of  two  instalments  under  the 
tresty  with  France,  and  of  six  instalments  under  the 
treaty  with  the  Neapolitan  Government?  Is  not  that  the 
substance  of  the  bill?  Now,  I  ask,  have  we  a  right  to 
make  such  i  loanf  If  we  have,  I  should  like  lo,see  that 
part  of  the  constitution  under  which  the  right  Is  claimed. 
I  understand  that  the  action  of  this  Government  in  re- 
gard to  claims  of  her  citizens  on  a  foreign  Government  is 
a  mere  agency.  We  gel  for  A,  B,  and  C,  tbe  amount  of 
their  individual  claims  on  a  foreign  Government,  ao  far 
as  we  can  do  it  consistently  with  the  general  interest  of 
the  whole  country,  first  to  be  secured  m  our  negotiationa 
with  that  Government.  But  here,  in  order  to  secure 
these  private  claims,  we  are  to  guaranty  the  fulfilment 
of  treaties  by  two  independent  foreign  Governments.  I 
say  that  we  have  no  right  (o  advance  the  public  money 
on  the  face  of  these  treaties,  more  than  we  bare  to  loan 
it  in  %ny  othercase.  Suppose  the  Barings  or  the  Roths- 
childs had  created  a  debt  to  our  citizens  to  the  amount 
of  these  two  millions,  might  you  advance  (he  money? 
On  what  principle  are  you  to  guaranty  theae  treaimf 
What  security  is  there  provided  in  this  bill  for  the  re- 
payment of  this  money  by  the  claimsnts  who  receive  It, 
in  the  event  of  revolutions  subverting  the  Governments 
of  Fraoee  or  Naples,  and  tbcrebjMVusing  the  treaties 
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to  remain  unfulfilled?  What  right  have  we  to  grant  to 
mdiriduskls  this  large  firemium?  la  it  not  «  positive 
grant  of  the  whole  difference  between  Tuur  per  cent,  and 
the  value  of  that  money  in  their  haiidB,  be  that  ten  or  be 
it  twenty  per  cent.  ?  Some  part  of  these  indemnitiea  are 
not  to 'be  paid  for  five  years  to  comei  even  that  from 
France  ia  not  to  be  receircd  till  two  years  hence.  Do 
you  not  then,  in  substancei  {frant  to  particular  individuala 
ibr  fire  yean  to  come  thi«i  difference  belveen  four  per 
eent.  and  the  intereat  the  money  may  command  in 
nMrket,  or  for  purposes  of  speculation,  on  the  whole 
amount  of  their  respective  clitima'  On  what  ground, 
either  of  the  constitution  or  of  expediency,  will  you 
make  ttiese  jrratuituus  donations?  I  hope  that  when  the 
Senate  shall  consider  the  bearings  of  this  bill,  either  as  a 
financial  measure,  or  in  its  aspect  toward  the  conati(u< 
tion,  or  even  at  a  mere  queation  of  expediency,  they 
will  not  concur  with  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee in  the  measure  he  has  proposed.  True,  it  will 
bring  some  relief  to  the  claimauto,  and,  through  them,  to 
the  commercial  community.  But  we  have  no  right  to 
pass  any  such  law.  A  grant,  out  and  out,  of  Are  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  the  mercbanta  of  New  Torki  or  of 
Philadelphia,  would  no  doubt  be  of  great  asBistance  to 
them,  and  to  the  whole  communitiea  of  those  eittci.  But 
what  right  have  we  to  make  such  a  grant?  The  princi- 
ple is  now  to  be  established  thut  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  being  an  agent  for  claimants  who  have 
demands  on  foreign  GovemmentP,  aa  soon  as  a  treaty 
shall  be  established,  is  to  advance  the  amount  of  the 
claims  therein  provided  for  out  of  the  public  Treasury, 
and  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  to  lose  the  dif- 
ference of  intereat  which  may  accrue,  and  thia  Govern- 
ment is  to  endorse  the  engagements  entered  into  by  all 
those  with  whom  we  make  treaties.  I  hope  no  such 
precedent  will  be  established.  These  claimants  had  all 
justice  done  them  in  the  efforts  of  this  Government  for 
thirty  yearn  to  get  these  treaties  ratified.  All  justice 
was  done  them  in  the  treaties  themselves,  as  well  in  that 
with  France  as  in  that  with  Naples.  Their  claims  have 
been  secured,  and  now  they  should  be  content  to  wait, 
and  receive  their  money  as  other  creditors  do.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  ahould  not  be  required 
to  interpose  in  advance  the  public  money  at  four  per 
eent.  to  a  few  favored  individuals,  to  whom  it  it  worth 
aix,  ten,  and  fifteen  per  cent. 

Mr.  WRIGH  r.  This  bill  has  been  placed  before  the 
Senate  for  consideration,  and  I  am  entirely  unaware  of 
any  thing  like  personal  or  party  feeling  on  Hit-  purtofany 
of  those  who  have  had  an  agency  in  preparing  it.  The 
committee  believed  that  this  money  was  in  the  Treasury, 
and  that  it  wniild  remain  there  at  least  during  all  the 
time  which  would  be  requisite  to  complete  l)ie  indemni- 
ties under  the  French  tr<-aTy,(which  constitute  the  heav- 
iest amount,)  and  it  certainly  never  did  occur  to  me  that 
any  constitutional  questinn  was  involved  touching  the 

Sower  of  Congress  to  make  thisadvance  to  our  own  cit« 
fins.  It  did  and  it  does  now  appear  to  me  a  simple, 
proper,  and  advantageous  mode  of  investing  the  mom  y, 
if  it  ia  in  the  Treasury.  The  investment  will  be  made 
on  the  credit  of  the^e  two  Governments.  If  it  is  not 
made,  the  money  wilt  rema  n  in  those  banks  where  it  ia 
placed  by  law.  If  you  invest  it  as  proposed  by  this  bill, 
U  will  draw  an  intereat  of  four  per  cent  ;  if  it  remains  in 
tlie  depoaile  banks,  it  will  produce  but  two  per  cent. 
So  much'for  the  fiiancial  view  of  the  matter.  And  I 
would,  very  respectfully,  sufin^cst  whether  it  will  not 
come  to  precisely  the  same  thing,  as  to  the  constitution, 
whether  the  money  i^  disposed  of  in  the  one  way  or  in 
the  other.  If  it  is  not  constitutional  to  place  it  in  the 
bands  of  claimants  at  four  per  cent,  it  is  not  constitution- 
al to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  banks  at  two  per  cent, 
■f  the  one  ia  a  loan,  to  is  the  otberi  and,  financially,  four 


per  cent,  is  better  than  two.  It  remains  for  the  body  to 
say  whether  this  will  not  be  a  discreet  use  of  the  money 
which  is  in  our  hands,  and  which  is  not  so  much  wanted 
for  any  public  use  as  that  this  application  of  it  will  dis- 
turb the  community.  On  the  first  day  of  this  month 
there  were  five  millions  in  the  Treasury.  I  had  suppo- 
sed that  there  could  be  no  question,  whatever  our  legis- 
lation might  ordinarily  be,  that  there  would  be  money 
enoogh  to  answer  the  appropriations  we  shall  make,  and 
to  enable  us  to  make  this  advance  aim.  Half  the  amount 
of  the  French  balance  comet  back  in  May,  and  one  sixth 
of  that  under  the  Neapolitan  treaty  will  be  reimbursed 
in  the  fall.  We  have  often  been  told  that  this  is  a  time 
of  peculiar  pressure  in  our  commercial  cities;  and  to 
whom  is  this  money  due?  To  merchants;  every  dollar 
of  it,  so  far  as  it  goes,  will  tend  directly  to  relieve  the 
embarrassments  of  themoney  market.  If,  then,  the  ef- 
fect of  thla  bill  will  be  thus  beneficial,  and  if  it  conflict*, 
with  no  principle,  and  if  relief  at  those  points  most  pres- 
sed is  relief  to  the  whole  country,  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  the  bill  ought  to  pas*,  and  it  shall  have  tny  support. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  have  been  forcibly  struck  w^ith 
the  remarkable  contrasts  daily  exhibited  before  us,  in  the 
language  of  gentlemen  of  the  majority.  How  long  is  it 
since  a  member  [Mr.  Bxhtoit]  rose,  and,  after  doling 
out  to  us  a  long  list  about  standing  appropriations,  in* 
formed  the  Senate  that  by  the  distribution  bill  of  Isst 
session  the  Treasury  harl  been  deprived  of  the  means  of 
providing  for  them;  and  that  hit  brain  was  laboring  daily 
and  nightly  to  discover  other  means  to  meet  these  neces- 
sary expenditures  of  the  Government.  Now,  the  chair- 
man of  that  very  committee  (both  Senators  being  with 
the  administration)  riaea  in  his  place  and  tells  ui  there 
will  be  a  surplus  of  means.  lam  glad  to  hear  it.  If  the 
one  opinion  had  any  weight  with  us,  I  hope  the  other 
will  have  at  least  as  much.  But  how  are  we  to  explain 
theie  things?  One  day  we  are  told  we  have  an  over- 
flowing Treasury,  and  something  must  be  done  to  reduce 
the  surplus;  the  aeeond  day  we  hear  from  a  member  of  tlie 
sime  Finance  Commiltee  that  there  is  no  money  to  meet 
the  public  appropriations!  a  third  day  arrives,  and  behold 
the  Treasury  is  full  again.  The  honorable  member  aayt 
he  never  heard  there  was  any  constitutional  difficulty  in 
a  measure  like  that  now  proposed.  I  certainty  have 
heard  constitununal  objections  to  loans,  again  and  again. 
The  question  involves  a  right  to  give  away  the  public 
money.  Tlrt  very  loan  would  be  a  positive  gratuity,  in 
the  existing  sla'e  of  the  money  market.  Money  it  worth 
two  and  three  per  cent,  a  month,  and  here  you  are  going 
lo  pas*  a  bill  loaning  it  to  certain  individualsat  four  per 
cent,  a  year.  The  difference  is  a  pure  gift.  Have  we  a 
right  lo  make  luch  a  gift?  if  we  have,  let  the  Senator 
ahow  it.  But,  tie  says,  if  we  do  not  make  this  dispontioe 
of  the  money,  we  shall  place  it  in  bank,  and  get  but  two 
per  cent,  for  it;  but  then,  I  ask,  what  right  have  we  to 
put  it  in  bank?  AVe  have  none  to  put  it  there  as  a  loan, 
but  fur  safe  keeping  only.  I  object  to  this  bill  in  toto* 
It  is  a  new  extension  of  power,  and  Heaven  knowa  pow- 
er has  been  carried  far  enough  already.  We  are  now  to 
commence  the  loaning  of  money  at  low  interest.*  Estab- 
lish the  practice,  and  will  not  Government  have  the  pow- 
er of  selecting  A  and  B,  to  whom  these  loans  are  to  be 
made*  Canamore iremendouspower be thoughtof?  lun- 
ders'.and  the  motive  of  the  Senator  from  New  York  very 
well.  He  is  opposed  to  the  distribution  bill,  and  he  ia 
ready  to  resort  (o  every  shift  to  avoid  returning  the  sur- 
plus in  the  Treasury  to  the  pockets  of  the  people.  That 
ia  his  object;  but  1  appeal  to  that  overwhelming  majority 
who  last  year  voted  for  the  diatribtitioti  bill,  whether 
they  will  sustain  liim  tn  it.  The  Senator  ia  unwilling 
that  the  money  shall  go  back  to  the  people,  and  he  re- 
sorts to  this  as  a  means  of  effecting  his  object.  I  am 
glad  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  onide  a  coMtitutional 
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point,  and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  ptiiae  berure  it  give* 
its  sanction  to  a  measure  of  this  character. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  rote  to  give  the  Senate  some 
inlormatioD;  and  it  ahuuM  be  drawn  from  a  source  to 
which  Senatoia  in  the  opposition  would  not  (^jeet.  Mr. 
B.  then  proceeded  to  quote  at  lenjEtli  the  official  returnt 
of  loans  made  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  8lstea»  antount- 
ing  tof30i337,336,  in  one  year,  distributed  into  elaues 
•Mording  to  the  length  of  time  for  which  the  money  was 
loaned,  and  then  observed  that  Ihe  four  per  cent,  which 
would  be  paid  by  these  claimants  to  the  Government  was 
as  much  aa  itie  Bank  of  the  United  States  charged  ta  ita 
great  borrowers,  whilst  small  borrowers  were  left  lo  deal 
with  middle  men,  to  whom  they  bad  to  pay  two  aod 
three  per  cent,  a  month. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  concur  with  the  Senator  from  New 
York  in  believing  that  there  are  no  party  considerations 
involved  in  this  measure,  but  that  it  will  be  examined 
upon  ita  own  merits  alone.  11  cannot  be  furgoden  that, 
at  the  last  sessiun,  the  measure  contained  in  this  bill  form- 
ed a  part  of  Ibe  scheme  of  the  Senator  from  New  York. 
All  aurpluses,  instead  of  being  placed  in  the  deposiie 
banks,  were  to  be  invested  in  stocks  and  domestic  secu- 
rities, but  the  plan  was  put  down  by  a  large  and  decmve 
votei  now  it  is  revivedi  and  under  what  circumatsneca? 
Has  the  gentleman  shown  that  (he  revenue  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  meet  Ihe  wanta  of  the  year,  ar.d  to  cover  this 
advance  also?  I'fae  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tells  us 
the  very  reverse.  He  telta  us  that  there  is  a  high  proba- 
bility that  it  will  be  neceaaary  to  recalls  portion  of  the 
depontes  made  with  the  respective  States.  Under  these 
cireumatsncea,  so  entirely  dilTerent  from  those  of  last  ses- 
sion, he  proposes  to  us  to  make  this  gratuitous  advance 
of  two  millions  of  dollars.  1  have  said  that  it  is  in  sub* 
stance  s  loanj  and  how  did  the  Senator  from  New  York 
answer  me'  By  ssying,  that  if  you  |oan  now,  you  have 
done  the  same  heretofore.  I  call  for  the  conatilutiunal 
provision  which  auihorizes  such  an  act.  But,  even  in  a 
financial  view,  I  deny  bis  position.  He  sayi  that  you 
now  loan  at  two  per  cent.,  and  tl<at  this  loan  will  bring 
you  four.  Bui,  in  tbe  first  place,  it  is  no  losn  to  the  de- 
poaite  banks.  We  place  the  public  money  in  those 
bulks  for  ssfe  keeping  only — they  get  the  benefit  of 
the  use  of  the  money — and  you  sBk  of  them  an  allow- 
ance of  two  per  cent.  But  granting  it  lo  be  a  loan,  still 
it  is  better  than  that  now  proposed.  Is  it  not  belter  to 
loan  your  money  at  two  per  cent.,  when  you  have  pow- 
er to  recall  it  at  pleasure,  than  to  make  an  investment  of 
it  at  four  per  cent,  for  five  and  six  years,  where  it  is 
beyond  your  Control'  While  it  is  in  the  deposite  banks 
it  ia  ours — we  can  employ  it  instantaneously  t  but  if  we 
paas  this  bill*  the  money  is  tied  up — we  shall  not  get  it 
for  five  or  six  years — and,  in  the  mean  time,  we  lie  under 
a  guarantee  for  the  whole  amount.  If  the  honorable 
chairman — I  beg  his  pardon,  I  had  almost  called  him  the 
Chancellor  of  Ihe  Exchequer — I  mean  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  knows  that  he  has  got  a  sur- 
plus in  the  Treuury,  1  can  iunest  to  htm  other  modes 
of  emplojring  it,  nmch  better  than  in  anticipating  the  in- 
drmoities  under  these  treaties.  There  are  stocks  in  the 
Stately  and  bonds  bearing  five  per  cent.,  which  are  to 
be  purchased  at  par.  If  his  object  is  financial,  why  not 
invest  in  these.'  These  are  objecis  which  lie  within  our 
own  country  1  and  should  the  Government  lose  the  money, 
it  would  not  be  lost  to  the  country.  But  here,  if  a  fur- 
e'gn  Government  aball  fait  tu  reimburse  the  amount  we 
advanced  to  our  own  citizens,  the  loss  talis  on  (he  coun- 
try at  large.  But  it  is  impossible  to  get  over  the  objec- 
tion that  it  is  a  loan  w  purchase  of  seeuritiei,  and  in 
either  view  there  is  nothing  in  the  constitution  whieb 
will  justify  it. 

As  to  the  relief  of  the  community,  if  they  want  to  re- 
Ure  tbe  community,  let  tbem  repeal  Ibf  Treaaury  or- 


der. I  am  glad  to  l^arn  that  there  ts  a  bill  reported  bjr 
I  Ihe  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  aOiicb  bss  that  object 
in  view.  Let  the  administration  ceaae  to  make  these 
ruthless  attacks  upon  Ihe  currency,  and  (he  country  will 
get  a  lillle  quiet.  But  aa  to  Ihe  relief  by  this  bill,  what  is 
i!'  There  are  two  or  three  hundred  claimants  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  Boston,  and  our  other  commercial  cities 
and  your  relief  is  to  advance  them  what  tuey  claim,  and 
take  an  assignment  of  these  two  treaties  to  secure  the 
reimbursement  of  your  money.  Bui,  1  repeat  it,  if  you 
want  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  (he  community,  witb<uit 
any  regard  to  the  constitution,  open  your  Treasury,  give 
to  Philadelptiia,  New  York,  Boston,  and  Baltimore,  (wo 
millions  apiece.  That  would  relieve  (hem.  Supposing 
we  had  certain  elaimanta^  A,  B,  and  C,  haying  demancM 
upon  a  foreign  Government,  and  they  should  prefer  e 
memoriil  here,  asking  for  a  loan  of  Ihe  public  money 
equal  to  (be  amount  of  (heir  claim,  would  you  grant  itf 
Would  you  lend  the  money  on  any  secarity,  even  the 
best  ascurity  of  a  domestic  kind?  If  not,  then  I  ask, 
h'>w  are  you  going  to  anticipate  these  payments?  1  think 
the  bill  involves  a  most  important  principle.  If  the  pre- 
cedent aball  once  lie  eatablished  of  thus  loaning  the  pub* 
lie  money  to  individuals,  no  human  being  ean  foresra 
where  it  will  go  to.  I  hope  this  bill  will  meet  the  fate 
now  which  it  did  at  the  list  session. 

Hr.  WRIGHT.  1  will  explain  as  far  as  I  am  able  the 
grounds  oft  his  bill,  and  then,  having  discharged  my  duty, 
I  shall  be  content  to  wait  the  result.  But  now  let  me 
correct  a  few  of  what  I  conceive  to  be  erroneous  impres- 
sions on  the  i^art  of  both  the  Senators  who  have  opposed 
tlie  bill.  1  understood  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Cut]  lo  throw  out  in  the  haste  of  debate  an  argament 
which  implied  that  this  bill  proposed  an  advance  of  two 
millions  of'dollars  to  two  foreign  Governments,  and  that 
if  tlie  money  should  be  tost,  the  benefit  would  accrue  to 
those  Governments  alone.  1  had  no  such  purpose,  nor 
does  the  bill  contain  any  such  provision.  It  proposes  to 
advance  this  money,  not  to  foreign  Governments,  but  to 
our  own  citixenst  and  If  Ihe  money  should  be  eventually 
lost,  it  is  our  own  citizens  who  will  get  iit  w>,  if  the  pub* 
lie  monef  should  be  Invested  in  State  stocks,  and  through 
any  contmgeney  ahould  be  lost  to  the  Government,  alill 
the  money  would  not  go  out  of  the  country,  but  would 
remain  in  llie  handa  of  our  own  citizens.  1  cannot  con- 
sent for  one  moment  that  an  impressii  n  should  go 
abroad  that  tliis  bill  proposes  to  advance  tnoney  to  a  for- 
eign Government.  The  advance  is  to  be  made  to  our 
own  merchants;  to  American  citizens;  to  aa  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the'  community  as  are  any  where  to  be  foundt 
and  to  men  »liose  enterprises  are  as  beneficial  to  the 
Treasury  aa  those  of  any  other  class  in  Ihe  country.  I 
know  of  no  description  of  citizens  who  are  to  be  prefer- 
red to  ttiem. 

As  to  the  constitutional  question,  I  only  repeat  what  I 
before  said,  that  if  any  consliiutional  objection  lit-s  against 
advancing  this  money  to  the  claimants,  it  lie*  equal^f 
against  putting  it  in  the  hands  of  tbe  deposite  banks.  It 
is  as  much  a  Inn  in  the  one  case  as  in  jtne  otbert  and  un> 
leas  gentlemen  shall  attempt  to  distinguish  the  cases,  I 
rest  content  in  that  position,  and  think  that  Iheconsider* 
ations  of  expediency  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  ihe  Uw. 
The  Senator  says  ihut  the  public  money  is  placed  in  the 
deposite  hanks  only  fur  Ihe  purpose  of  safe  keeping. 
Admit  it)  snd  will  any  gentlemsn  gel  up  in  his  pisce  snd 
say  that  the  credit  of  the  Vrench  Government  is  not  as 
good  a  seciirily  as  the  credit  of  tbe  deposite  bankaF  ^ 
he  thinks  so,  I  do  not.  1  believe  that  the  security  is  as 
perftct  as  any  that  we  can  have.  But  it  is  said  that  the 
operation  of  this  measure  will  be  bad.  Sir,  with  eerlun 
gentlemen  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  but  in  one  war 
to  devise  any  measures  wi.ose  operation  will  be  good. 
iMl  lesMon  I  proposed  to  invest  tbe  public  money  in 
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theie  Tcry  Kcuritiei  which  have  been  reTerred  to  by  the 
Senfttor  mim  Kentucky,  and  he  strenuously  opposed  it. 

[Mr.  Clat  here  rose  to  explain.  He  had  said  that  it 
would  be  a  better  investment  of  this  money  to  place  it 
in  State  securities,  than  to  loan  it  to  these  claimante,  but 
be  bad  not  nid  that  either  disposition  of  it  would  be  • 
good  one.] 

1  understood  the  Senttort  be  vu  only  atnuaing  himself 
by  proposing  another  measure  which  he  did  not  approve, 
that  he  might  with  the  more  severity  denounce  titat  pro- 
ps sed  in  the  bill.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Calbouh]  says  that  I  am  consiKtent  at  least.  I 
certainly  have  endeavored  to  be  ao  at  all  timeai  in  this 
particular  case  i  return  the  compliment.  The  object  of 
that  Senator  ia  clear  and  manifest,  and  he  is  eomistent  in 

fiursutng  it  by  every  means  in  bis  power.  Bu^  surety, 
fit  had  been  my  objrct  to  accumulate  a  surplus  in  the 
deposite  banks,  I  should  have  endeavoied  to  keep  the 
monejr  there,  and  not  let  it  go  out  fur  any  purpose;  but 
such  IS  nut  my  denre.  Hy  course  in  respect  to  the  de- 
posite  bill  of  la&t  aeasiim-hss  been  repeatedly  stated  on 
this  floor,  and  let  me  aay  that  on  that  subject  1  acted  as 
I  tboueltt  rinbt.  I  have  compliiined  of  no  one  who  dif- 
fered from  me  in  opinim,  and  moit  of  my  friends^  as 
well  as  those  who  are  usually  in  opposition  to  me,  did 
think  difTerently  on  that  point.  I  regretted  it  then,  and 
BtitI  do  regret  it.  Yet,  far  be  it  from  me  to  say  that  the 
wisest  course  has  not  been  adopted.  Sure,  however,  1 
am,  that  many  then  voted  for  the  distribution  of  the  sur- 
plus, who  would  never  desire  to  see  such  a  measure  re- 
peated, and  who  would  gludly  avoid  accumulating  a  sur- 
p'ufl  for  the  gratification  of' diatributing  it  among  the 
Statea.  Such  are  decidedly  my  own  fecUngo,  and  such 
will  be  my  course  on  that  subject. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  thought  proper  to 
remark,  on  a  8t.ttement  made  here  in  reference  lo  out- 
standing appropriations,  in  a  manner  which  would  lead 
a  stronger  to  suppose  that  the  statement  had  been  mine. 
It  was  not  mine,  but  was  made  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
■ourii  [Mr.  BasTov.]  I  did  not  understand  tbrt  Senator 
to  contend  that  if  no  further  appropriations  should  now 
be  made,  there  would  be  a  deficit  in  the  Treasury.  His 
argument  wsslhia:  that  in  reducing  the  revenue  we  must 
reier  to  appropriations  already  outstantling,  and  which, 
on  the  Itt  of  January  of  the  present  year,  the  Treasury 
had  not  the  means  to  meett  and  that,  therefore,  we  could 
not  reduce  the  revenue  so  far  nor  so  rapidly  as  might 
otherwise  be  done,  and  as  it  was  proposed  hy  some  to  do. 

I  am  told  that  I  have  made  a  choice  admission,  and  tiie 
Senator  hopes  that  it  may  have  great  weight  with  the 
Senate.  Let  us  see  what  this  important  admission 
amounts  to,  and  what  it  is  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  said.  He  said  that,  as  far  as  he  had  the  means 
to  calculate,  if  the  appropriations  should  be  made  in  the 
manner  he  expected,  the  revenue  of  the  current  year 
would  be  consumed,  and,  in  addition  to  it,  two  millions 
out  of  the  five  which  ought  to  be  left  in  the  Treasury  i 
and  that,  consequently,  there  would  be  left  there  but 
three  millions.  1  have  not  undertaken  lo  impeach  this 
statement,  nor  have  I  pronounced  any  opinion  in  con- 
firmation of  i^  These  are  the  opinions  of  the  fiscal  offi- 
cers of  the  Governmentt  and  if  they  are  correct  they 
show  that  there  would  be  more  money  in  the  banks  than 
it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  advancej  then  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  near  half  the  money  will  return  into  the 
Treasury  this  year,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  ytar  you 
will  have  but  half  this  advance  outstanding.  If  that  be 
the  admission  of  a  dangerous  surplus,  the  Senator  is  wel- 
come to  the  entire  benefit  of  it.  T  knew  that  gentlemen 
would  differ  about  this  bill,  and  that  some  might  ditftr 
about  its  principles,  btii  I  have  heard  nothing  to  create 
any  difficulty  with  me.  1  nay  that  thia  advance  could  be 
made  witbot^t  any  injury  or  iuterruptioo  to  the  fiscal  af- 


fairs of  the  Govemmenti  that  the  money  will  be  as  satie 
on  the  security  of  these  treaties,  aa  if  in  the  hands  uf 
the  deposite  bankat  that  it  will  bring  us  double  the  in- 
terest, and  that  it  will  go  so  far  toward  relieving  the 
country  from  the  existing  pecuniary  pressure,  and  that 
the  relief  will  be  applied  pmiaely  at  the  p«ntB  where 
tt  is  moat  needed. 

Mr.  CA,LHOUN  addressed  the  Senate  in  reply.  The 
Senator  aays  that  this  advance  of  money  will  be  no  more 
a  loan  than  if  the  money  is  reUined  in  the  deposite 
bankst  and  that,  if  there  is  any  constitutional  objection 
against  the  one,  it  applies  equally  to  the  other.  If  that 
argument  is  good,  it  only  ^ows  that  the  entire  scheme 
of  keeping  the  public  money  io  the  deposite  banks  is  it- 
self unconstitutional.  The  Senator  professes  1  believe, 
to  be  a  strict  eoostruetionist,  snd  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  8-niAMei]  has  told  us  that  there  ts  no 
spirit  tn  the  constitution,  but  that  its  words  themselver, 
and  they  alone,  must  decUre  its  meaning.  Now,  I  call 
upon  the  Senator  from  New  York  to  show,  in  the  words 
of  the  constitution,  any  authority  for  making  such  an  ap- 
plication of  the  public  moneyt  and  I  again  submit  wheth- 
er it  is  a  fair  argument  in  favor  of  such  a  mewure  lo 
plead  the  remote  analogy  of  the  depoHte  banks.  No, 
sir.  The  constitutional  argument  remains  unanswered; 
it  is  hot,  and  it  cannot  be,  answered. 

The  Senator  from  New  York  ssys  that,  as  I  hare  com- 
plimented him  on  being  consistent,  he  will  return  the 
camplimentt  and  admit  that,  in  this  case,  I  am  eq^ual- 
ly  SO;  and  I  understood  him  logo  farther,  and  to  inti- 
mate that  I  am  in  favor  of  accumulating  a  aurplua  in  the 
Treasury.  Sir.  the  Senator  dare  not  assert  such  a  poai* 
tion.  I  have  Indeed  seen  an  asaertion  of  that  character 
in  a  dirty  lAieet  published  In  the  city  from  which  the 
Senator  comes;  but  I  never  yet  heard  such  a  palpable 
falsehood  uttered  on  this  floor.  If  the  Senator  attributes 
that  design  to  me,  he  asserts  that  which  is  not,  and  nev- 
er wa^,  true.  From  the  very  beginning  1  have  been 
opposed  to  the  policy,  'llie  Chief  Magistrate*  who  is 
the  object  of  adoration  to  that  Senator,  in  the  draught 
of  an  inaugural  address,  had  a  paragraph  recomnnendii^ 
the  permanent  investment  of  surpluses  as  they  might  ac* 
cumulate  in  the  Treasury;  but  the  paragraph  was  (in 
part,  through  my  eieritons)  substquenily  stricken  out. 
The  Senator  kno«  a,  and  the  Senate  will  all  recollect,  that, 
in  introducing  the  deposite  bill  at  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  I  distinctly  staled  that  I  proposed  it  only  ss 
an  alternative  meaauret  that  i  greatly  preferred  a  reduC' 
tion  of  the  revenuei  but  was  very  apprehensive  that  oo 
such  reduction  could  be  eflected.  Such  has  beeq  my 
constant  course.  I  hope  lo  have  an  occasion  before 
long  of  entering  on  this  whole  subject,  when  1  shall 
have  an  opportunity  to  show  who  have,  and  who  have 
not,  been  cgnsittent.  1  shall  then  show  the  part  which 
has  been  played  by  some  prominent  tncliriduals^  and 
shall  be  able  to  demonstrate  my  own  consistency  as  clear- 
ly as  the  noonday  sun.  1  claim  to  be  consistent  through 
my  «  hole  political  course. 

But  the  Senator  firom  New  York  undertakes  to  expla<a 
for  the  Senator  from  Misaouri.  I  rather  think,  bower- 
er,  that  the  latter  will  not  accept,  or  thank  bim  for,  the 
explanation.  Who  doea  oot  remember  his  declaratimi, 
that  there  were  fourteen  millions  of  appropriations  still 
unprovided,  and  that  bis  head  waa  occupied  day  and 
night  in  trying  lo  find  out  the  means  of  meeting  thea^ 
Sir,  I  again  call  upon  Senators  on  all  sides  of  the  Bouse 
to  atop  and  pause;  to  remember  that  this  is  pr«-eminrnt> 
ly  a  country  of  precedents;  that  our  legislation  utoa 
great  extent  influenced  and  guided  by  the  legisUtion  of 
those  who  have  preceded  us.  We  are  now  lo  commence 
the  practice  of  loaning  the  public  money  to  Individu^ 
There  will  be  a  large  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  snd  am- 
ple neaoa  will  be  affordid  to  carrj^out  such  a  i^stem  to 
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M17  extent.  Who  does  not  lee  the  immenae  power 
which  thit  will  pkee  in  the  hunda  of  the  admtniatpition ' 
Who  doce  not  percare  the  control  which  may  thus  he 
exerted  over  eleetiou^  when  the  favoriterof  the  Oov- 
enrnent  can  obtain,  at  the  rate  of  four  per  eent.  a  jrear, 
hrge  WON  of  money  which  they  can  inMantiy  loan  at 
two  per  cent,  a  month?  It  will  enable  the  Government 
thus  to  bestow  a  perfect  grstuily  on  those  who  serve  tt| 
and  this,  forsooth,  is  a  measure  sdvocated  and  brouRht 
forward  by  gentlemen  who  profess  to  he  strict  eonstruc- 
tionisis,  and  who  tell  us  that  there  Is  no  spirit  in  the  con* 
ititation. 

Mr.  WRIOHT  rejoined.  I  bad  no  idea*  in  the  few  re- 
Bsrfci  1  made,  of  ezcitiiv  the  feeling  wbieh  hu  now 
been  laanifestedt  nor  hsd  I  sny  conception  how  mjr  own 
befii^s  could  posiibty  be  disturbed  in  a  discuision  on 
tbis  bill.  As  to  what  I  said  in  rererence  to  the  fcentle- 
man  from  South  Carolina,  I  am  not  answersble  for  sny 
supposed  case  which  thsl  nntleman  msy  be  pleased  to 
put.  And  I  here  ssy  to  him,  in  the  best  temper,  that, 
when  standing  in  my  place,  and  performing  my  public 
duty  on  this  floor,  I  do  not  think  of  what  1  •*dare,"  or 
what  I  "dare  not,"  assert)  it  is  not  nqr  hsbit  to  indulge 
m  feelingi  of  that  kind.  I  endeavor  to  treat  all  aubjec's 
of  legfslalion  eooly,  fsirly,  and  dispassionately  1  such  tuu 
been  my  eonrie,  and  auch  I  intend  it  shall  be. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  explained.  He  had  understood  the 
Senator,  when  complimentin);  his  conaistency,  aa  laying 
emphasis  on  the  words  **  in  Ibis  pariieular  caaet"  and  he 
had  understood  the  Senator  as  almost  asserting,  in  term*, 
that  Mr.  C>  was  in  favor  of  aecnmulating  s  surpKiB  for 
distributimi,  for  which  assertion  there  was  not  the  slight- 
est shadow  nf  ground. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN-  said  he  had  presented  a  petition 
from  several  of  his  conatituents  in  favor  of  thia  mraaure, 
and,  approving  the  object  of  it,  he  should  make  some 
rcntarks  in  its  support.  He  found  it  the  easiest  thing  in 
the  world  to  ratie  a  storm  in  thia  body.  I^e  had  sup- 
posed when  this  hill  was  taken  up  it  would  be  almost 
imposvble  that  it  4tould  excite  firefings  in  any  quarter. 

He  thought  the  leas  they  talked  about  consisiency  here 
the  better.  He  did  not  think  it  any  credit  to  a  man  to 
prove  himseir  eontiatent  in  the  manner  which  aeema  to 
be  required)  fur  then,  if  he  bad  brgun  wrong,  he  must 
remain  so  all  his  lifr,  in  order  to  reacb  the  proper  aland< 
ard.  If  gentlemen  would  recur  to  past  mrssurea,  they 
could  perhaps  all  prove  each  other  to  be  inconsistent; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  dissgrecable  to  notice  it, 
and  of  no  benefit  whatever  to  the  argamenl.  We  ought 
to  grow  wise  by  expei  ieneei  and  if  our  opiniona  ahould 
differ  now  upon  any  tubject  from  what  they  were  twen< 
ty  years  ago,  no  one  had  a  right  therefore  to  charge  us 
injurtoualy  with  inconaislency. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  should  not  vote  for  thia  bill,  if  he 
thought  it  would  interfere  in  the  least  with  the  deposite 
bill  of  the  last  session.  He  had  voted  fur  that  bill  as  a 
choice  of  evilai  he  was  entirely  aatiified  with  ifaal  votr, 
thoi^  bis  ease  had  been  very  singular,  for  he  had  been 
dcnoanced  at  homeaaan  enemy  of  the  deposite  bill,  and 
eenenred  as  its  friend  on  the  other  side.  He  had  under- 
taken to  support  it  ss  a  choice  of  evilit  and  he  had  ever 
continued  to  support  it,  both  on  this  floor  and  elsewhere. 

He  would  never  rote  for  this  bill,  if  he  felt  any  doubt 

its  being  constitutional {  and  if  the  contrary  should  be 
proved  to  him,  he  would  vote  against  it.  The  conalitu- 
tion  antborixed  Congress  to  impoae  snd  collect  taxes. 
If,  from  any  cause,  there  should  be  ten  or  fifteen  mil- 
lions in  the  Treaiory  beyond  the  demand  for  purp(«es 
of  the  Government,  what  would  you  do  with  Itf  Must 
it  remain  locked  up  there  useless,  or  rather  destructive 
to  the  community?  Could  there  be  a  doubt  of  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  the  Governn'.ent  to  act  like  any  oth- 
er prc^rieiur,  and  make  this  money  productive?  Mr, 


B>  was  opposed  at  the  last  seuion  to  (he  investment  of 
the  surplus  in  the  State  stocks.  If  be  could  see  no  dis> 
tiaotion  between  that  ease  and  this,  he  would  vote 
against  this  bill.  But  he  thought  there  was  a  distinc- 
tion, in  this  eaaethe  Govempient  was  originally  bound  to 
auert  the  cUims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the 
Governments  of  Prance  and  Naples.  These  claims  the 
Government  had  asserted,  and  had  aecured  their  pay- 
ment by  treaties)  and  now,  on  every  principle  of  public 
law  and  faith,  we  had  become  a  aelf-constituted  guaran- 
tee for  the  full  execution  of  these  treaties.  We  were 
bound  to  see  ibem  osberved)  oiir  fiaith  was  pledged  for 
that  purpose)  and  it  would  be  our  duty  to  compel  the 
payment  of  the  money  by  force,  if  no  other  means  should 
be  found  adequate.  Tlie  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
had  now  a  perfect  right  agiinst  these  foreign  Govern- 
ments, and  this  Govemmenl  is  bound  to  see  it  carried 
into  effect.  Whilst  he  made  this  observa'ion,  he  enter- 
tained no  doubt  but  what  the  instalments  would  be  punc- 
tually paid  by  these  nations.  Whst  was  now  to  be  dont-' 
The  money  was  in  the  Tressury,  and  great  benefit 
would  be  derind  from  iu  circulation,  both  to  our  com- 
mercial cities  and  to  the  people  generally. 

As  to  the  danger  of  such  a  precedcnr,  it  amounted 
only  to  this:  that  if  ever  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  ahould  again  be  in  auch  a  situation  aa  not  to  know 
wliat  to  do  with  iia  mean^  and  such  treaties  should 
again  exist  as  the  present  between  us  and  other  Govern- 
ments, we  m^ght  again  advance  such  amounts  to  the 
claimants.  This  was  the  whole  force  of  the  precedent) 
and  be  did  not  believe  that  a  similar  case  would  be  like- 
ly to  occur  in  our  day.  On  Ibe  question  of  our  ability 
to  make  this  investment,  ailhout  touching  the  deposite 
act,  Mr.  B.  had  no  doubt  whatever. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  This  bill  wss  up  in  aubstarce  last  year. 
I  do  not  know  by  whiit  argument  gentlemen  will  juhtify 
their  vote  in  its  favor,  for,  I  believe,  they  voted  la^t  yesr 
the  other  way.  I  do  not,  however,  bring  thisas  any  re- 
proach I  fur  provided  a  man  votra  right,  it  is  better  to  be 
inconsistent  thsn  still  to  remain  in  tbe  wrong.  I  only  in- 
tend to  justify  the  vote  I  shall  give  now.  I  am  at  a  losa 
to  see  how  the  question  as  to  the  surplus  in  the  Treasu- 
ry has  much  to  do  wtlli  the  matter.  Tbe  Government 
of  Prance  confiscates  American  propci  ty — the  property, 
not  of  ihis  Govemmenl,  but  of  private  citizens.  Tbe 
Government-of  the  United  States  (because  there  is  no 
other  mode  of  culling  a  foreign  nation  to  account  for  its 
actions)  made  a  demand  on  France  for  indemnity.  The 
Government,  in  such  s  ease,  makes  the  application 
merely  because  private  citlxena  cannot  make  it—it  ac  a 
for  them.  Well,  we  made  a  treaty,  and  by  that  treaty 
France  sgrerd  to  pay  the  indemnily  we  demanded)  and 
it  has  in  part  been  pt'd.  Whose  is  this  money'  It  has 
been  spoken  of  in  this  debate  as  if  it  was  money  of  tbe 
United  Statesi  but  it  is  no  such  thing;  it  is  received  in- 
deed at  the  United  States  Treasury,  bi,t  not  a  dollar  of 
it  belonga  to  the  Govemmei.t.  The  Government  holds 
it  only  as  an  agent,  as  a  tnistee  for  tiie  claimanti^  who 
are  very  many.  Tlie  saroo  remarks  apply  to  the  claim- 
ants against  ihe  Neapolitan  Government.  That  Govern- 
ment nas  in  like  manner  admitted  our  demand,  and  en- 
tered into  a  treaty  to  pay  it  by  instalmenta.  The  Gov. 
ernmeni  receives  the  money,  and  it  is  their  business  to 
see  that  it  is  duly  paid  to  ihe  claimanta.  That  is  the 
whole  bibtory  of  the  matter;  and  what  does  it  prove?  It 
proves  that  the  United  States  hai-e  no  interest  in  this 
money  or  control  over  it,  and  have  no  right  to  dispose  of 
it.  We  are  not  acting  on  this  mqney,  for  we  hsve  no 
right  to  touch  it]  but  ihe  question  is  whether  jou  will, 
before  these  instalments  fall  due,  advance  tlie  amount  of 
them,  distribute  it  among  the  claimants,  and  trust  to  the 
Guvernments  of  France  snd  Naples  to  reimburse  the  mo- 
ney.   NoWf  1  takf  what  difi<;rcnce  is  there  in  assuming 

Digitized  by.  Google 


523 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


524 


SxiTATi.}  Thtai.  [Jait.  19.  1837. 


the  pas^ment  of  these  Indemnrtiei  and  any  other  debts  in 
the  communily?  Why  not  go  to  the  btnk  and  buy  up 
their  paper,  or  go  any  where  else  you  plesee  and  pur- 
chase up  whatyou  believe  to  be  good  debtaF  What  is 
the  difference^  But  that  ii  not  the  only  difBcully. 
When  you  have  paid  out  (his  mon«y  Troni  tb«  Treuuryi 
what  security  have  you  that  it  will  ever  come  back  affain  * 
Tou  have  the  promise  or  France  and  Naples.  Trort  but 
suppose  they  refuse  to  pay  the  money,  where  do  you 
stand'  Have  you  any  indemnity  from  these  claimanls? 
Are  they  bound  to  rtimburae  the  moneyf  Not  at  til. 
,  You  must  get  the  amount  from  France  and  Naples,  or 
you  do  not  ftti  it  at^ll.  How  oftcK  have  Governments 
sunk*  and  all  their  engagements  utterly  ftiled' 

But  now  let  me  put  this  matter  in  a  little  diflTerent 
shape.  Suppose  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee bad  introduced  a  bill  proposing  to  guaranty  the  ful- 
filment of  these  two  treaties,  would  not  every  Senator 
have  asked,  why  shall  we  endorse  the  promises  of  the 
Governments  of  France  and  of  Naplt-i?  And  I  sllll  ask, 
vhyf  Have  we  any  interest  in  these  payments^  Did 
we  act  for  ourselves  in  obtaining  these  promises^  Not 
at  all.  We  only  negotiated  for  others;  and  we  hold  the 
money  merely  as  trustees.  Why  sliall  we  guaranty' 
We  hare  fulfilled  all  our  duty  in  obtaining  the  treaty. 
Why  are  we,  Ip  addition  to  this,  to  guaranty  its  stipula- 
tion? I  ask  whether  any  one  vote  cuuld  have  been  ob- 
tained for  the  rmkrd  proposition  of  guarantying  these 
payments?    [  think  not  one. 

This  seems  to  be  the  whole  case.  1  thought  so  last 
year,  and  1  think  so  now.  Pcrhapa  my  own  constituents 
are  as  largely  interested  in  this  matter  a«  those  of  any 
other  gentleman.  And  I  should  certainly  be  most  hap- 
py to  see  them  realize  their  money  and  get  their  debts 
paid.  Dut  I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  vote  for  this  bill. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  an  act  wholly  uncalled  for.  It  has 
no  connexion  whatever  with  tlie  money  in  the  Treasury) 
it  is  not  the  money  of  the  United  States,  and  there  is  no 
need  that  this  Government  should  assume  the  risk. 

Without  discussing  the  constitutional  question,  I  shall 
be  satisfied  to  vote  against  the  bill. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  demanded  the  yeas snd  nsys|and  they 
were  ordered  by  ttie  Senate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  ssy  but  one  word  in  reply. 
He  observed  ihiit  the  Senator  from  Mustchusttts  [Mr. 
Uatis]  had  been  looking  »vi.r  the  j<  ur  nal;  and  ftlr.  B. 
would  now  say  that  he  did  not  vole  against  this  bill  at 
the  last  session,  though,  if  it  had  come  up,  he  should 
have  done  so,  because  he  would  have  been  unwilling 
thus  to  diminish  the  dividends  of  the  surplus  among  the 
Slates.  His  vote  then  was  only  against  considering  the 
bill.  Had  he  then  voted  against  the  bill  itself,  gentle- 
men might  now  produce  the  journal,  and  show  his  in- 
consistent votes  upon  its  f;icet  and  yet  it  is  manifest  that 
this  would  prove  any  thing  but  inconustency.  It  would 
prove  nothing  more  than  that  he  had  preferred  depositing 
the  amount  covered,  by  thia  bill  with  the  several  Slatei^ 
to  advancing  it  to  the  Preneh  and  Neapolitan  claimants. 
Cireumslances  had  since  entirely  ehangedi  and  thus 
many  other  apparent  inconsistencies  might  be  rtconeiled 
in  the  same  msnner. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  did  not  consider  the  vole  of  the 
Senator  from  Penn.BylTRnia  then,  aa  of  any  importance  at 
all  at  the  present  timf>.    ile  had  laid  no  stress  upon  it. 

Mr.  BAYAKD  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  bill. 

Ur.  WRIGHT,  if  the  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr. 
Batibd]  understood  me  as  intimating  that  this  was 'a 
mere  financial  expedient  to  get  rid  of  the  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  he  was  wholly  mistsken.  As  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  I>4Tis,] 
his  difiiculty  is,  ihst  we  shall  guaranty  the  Govi  rnments 
of  France  and  Naples.   And  he  wks^  wiUi  bis  tuuitl 


clearness  and  force,  whether,  if  this  were  a  mere  propo- 
sition to  guaranty  the  engagements  of  those  two  Govern- 
ments, any  Senator  would -vote  for  it.  He  thinks  not, 
and  thence  infers  that  they  ought  not  to  vole  for  this 
bill.  I  will  put  a  case  lotbe  honorable  Senator.  Suppose 
he  held  a  claim  for  two  millions  of  dollars  against  tba 
Government  of  the  United  Stateei  be  wanta  the  moneyi 
he  brings  me  the  evidence  of  his  claim,  and  asks  me  to 
endorse  the  promise  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States;  I  decline  to  do  so;  he  then  says,  if  you  will  en- 
dorse you  shall  have  the  money  at  two  per  cent.,  and  the 
Government  will  allow  you  four.  Now,  tbou^  I  might 
refuse  to  guaranty  without  a  remuneration,  yet,  if  I  gain 
two  per  cent,  by  the  transaction,  I  might  then  be  willing . 
to  endorse. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  That  is  {>reciaely  my  objection  to  tliia 
bill.  It  is  a  mere  mercantile  business  transaction,  and  I 
think  it  does  not  become  this  Goremment  to  be  n  pur- 
chaser and  dealer  in  stocks. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  its 
third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nay*,  as  followst 

YxAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Fulton, 
Grundy.  Hubbard,  Linn.  Nicholas  Nilea^  Page.  Rives^ 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker, 
Wall,  Wright— 19. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  OUio, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Moore, 
Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Strange,  Swifl, 
Tumlinson,  White— 23, 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

After  the  consideration  of  cxeoutive  burinets. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

TnuuBAr,  Jakvaix  19. 
Hon.  Tedxas  Cuitos,  Senator  elect  from  the  Stote 
of  Delaware,  appeared,  was  qasllflcd,  and  took  bis  seal. 

TEXAS. 

The  following  mess!>ge  was  received  from  the  Pren* 
dent  of  the  United  Slates,  through  Asnntur  Jacxsoh,  jr., 
his  pritate  secretary: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slatetr 

In  cnmpltance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  dated 
the  16lh  instant,  I  transmit  a  copy  and  a  translation  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  by  tiie 
President  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  a  copy  of  my 
reply  to  the  same  on  the  4th  of  September.  No  other 
commonicalion  on  the  subject  of  Ine  resolution  refer* 
red  to  hsa  been  made  to  the  Executive  by  any  other 
foreign  GnTeriiroent,  or  by  any  person  claiming  to  act  in 
behalf  of  Mexico.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

W^ASBixs-tov,  January  18, 1837. 

[TttAVSLATJOS.  ] 

7Ke  PwMent  of  the  Maeiean  RcpubUc  to  the  Prttident  •f 
the  United  Statu. 
CoiuxBiA,  (iv  TazAs,)  July  4,  1836. 
MncB  isiBtxED  Sisi  In  fulfilment  of  the  duties 
which  patriotism  and  honor  impose  upon  a  public  man* 
I  came  to  this  country  at  the  head  of  tlx  thousand  Mcxi* 
Cans.  The  clutnces  of  war,  made  inevitable  by  circum- 
stances, reduced  me  to  the  condition  of  a  prisoner,  in 
which  1  still  remain,  as  you  may  have  already  learned. 
The  disposition  evinced  by  General  Samuel  Houston,  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  Texian  army,  and  by  his  suc- 
cessor. General  Thomas  J.  Hu^k,  fur  the  termination  of 
tile  war,  the  decision  of  the  President  and  cabinet  of 
Texas  in  favor  of  a  proper  compromise  between  the  con- 
tending parties,  and  my  own  conviction,  produced  the 
coDTCDiiuos  of  vt  hick  1  scud  you  copies  enclosed,  and  the 
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order*  pven  hy  me  to  General  FiUiolm  mjr  Kcond  In 
eomnand,  to  retire  from  the  river  Dr»Nos  where  he  vai 
poated,  to  the  other  side  of  iheriver  Brtvo  del  Norte. 

As  there  wst  no  doubt  llwt  General  Fili«ola  would  re- 
ligiously complyt  u  far  at  concerned  himaelf,  the  Preii- 
deni  and  cabinet  agreed  that  I  ahould  tet  off*  for  Mex-cn, 
ID  order  to  fulfil  the  other  engageoientai  and,  with  that 
iotCDt,  I  embarked  on  board  the  achooner  invincible, 
which  was  to  carry  me  to  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz.  Uo* 
fartunftlely,  however,  some  iodisoreet  peraons  r^aed  a 
mob,  wUeb  obliged  the  authoritiea  to  have  me  landed  by 
force,  and  brought  back  into  atriet  captivity.  Thia  in* 
cident  has  prevented  me  from  going  to  Mexico,  where  I 
ahould  otherwiae  have  arrived  early  in  last  monthi  and, 
In  conarquenee  of  it,  the  Ouvernment  of  that  country, 
doubtless  ignorant  of  what  has  occurred,  has  withdrawn 
the  command  of  the  array  from  General  Filisola,  and  has 
wdered  bia  siiceeasor.  General  Urrea,  to  continue  its 
operations.  In  obedience  to  which  oider,  tbat  general 
b,  according  to  the  hteat  account*,  already  at  the 
river  Nueces.  In  vain  have  tome  reflecting  and 
wortby  men  endeavored  to  demonstrate  the  necenaity  of 
moderation,  and  of  my  going  to  Mexico,  according  to 
Ihe  convention^  but  the  excitement  of  the  public  mind 
baa  increased  with  (be  return  of  the  Mexican  army  to 
Texas.  Such  is  the  aUte  of  things  here  at  present.  The 
continuation  of  the  war,  and  of  ita  dlsaatera,  is  therefore 
inevitable,  onlcia  the  voice  of  reaaun  be  heard,  in  proper 
time,  from  the  mouth  of  some  powerful  individual.  It 
appears  to  me  that  you,  sir,  have  it  in  your  power  to 
perform  this  good  office,  by  interfering  in  favor  of  the 
execution  of  the  aald  convention,  which  ahall  be  strictly 
fulfilled  on  my  part.  When  I  offered  to  treat  with  thia 
Government,  I  was  convinced  that  it  was  useles*  for 
Mexico  to  continue  the  war.  I  have  acquired  exact  in- 
formation rrspecting  this  country,  which  I  did  not  poa* 
■ess  four  months  ago.  i  have  too  much  zeal  for  the  in- 
lereata  of  my  country  to  wish  for  any  thing  which  is  not 
compatible  with  ihem.  Being  always  ready  to  aaerifice 
myself  for  its  glory  and  advantage,  I  never  would  have 
hesitated  to  subject  myself  to  torments  or  death,  rather 
than  consent  to  any  compromise,  if  Mexico  could  there- 
by have  olftained  the  slightest  benefit.  I  am  firmly  con- 
vinced that  it  is  proper  to  terminate  this  question  by  po- 
litical negotiation:  that  conviction  alone  determined  me 
sincerely  to  agree  to  what  has  been  stipulatedf  and,  in 
the  same  ipirit,  I  malce  to  you  this  frank  declaration. 
Be  pIeaBe<l,  sir,  to  favor  me  by  a  like  confidence  on 
your  part)  afford  me  the  siitiiifaction  of  avoiding  ap- 
proaching evils,  and  of  contributing  to  that  good  which 
my  heart  advisra.  Let  us  enter  into  negotiations  by 
which  the  friendahip  between  yuur  nation  and  the  Mex- 
ican may  be  atrengthened,  both  being  amicably  engaj^ed 
in  giving  being  and  stability  to  a  pei^pk  who  are  desimus 
of  appearing  in  the  political  world)  and  wht^  under  the 
protection  of  the  two  nationi^  will  attain  ita  object  witb- 
m  a  few  years. 

The  Mexicans  are  magnanimous,  when  treated  with 
comideration.  1  will  clearly  tet  before  them  the  proper 
and  humane  reasons  which  require  noble  and  frank  con- 
duct on  their  part,  and  I  doubt  not  that  they  will  act  thus 
ai  soon  aa  they  have  been  convinced. 

By  what  1  have  here  submitted,  ynn  will  see  the  sen- 
timents which  animate  me;  and  with  which  I  remain 
your  moat  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

To  Ml  Excellency  Gene^a^  AFnnaw  Jacx^oit, 

Pre$idaii  of  Ibe  Untied  Statu  ofJmeriea, 

7U  PntUent  of  the  UhiUd  Statet  lo  the  Prtnient  af 
ihtMeieiean  H^ubtit. 

HxWTui,  Slumber  4, 1836. 
SxB:  I  btre  tbc  boaor  to  acknowled^  the  receipt  of 
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your  letter  of  the  4lh  of  July  last,  which  has  been  for- 
warded to  me  by  General  Samuel  Houston,  under  cover 
of  one  from  him,  transmitted  t>y  sn  express  from  General 
Gaines,  who  is  in  command  of^  the  United  States  fimies 
OR  the  Texian  frontier.  The  great  object  of  these  com- 
muniestiona  appears  to  be  to  put  an  end  to  the  diiastera 
which  neceasarily  attend  the  civil  war  now  raging  in 
Texas,  and  asking  the  Interpoaition  of  the  United  Sutea 
in  furthering  ao  humane  and  deairable  a  purpose.  Tbat 
any  well-intended  effort  of  yoars  In  aid  of  thii  object 
should  have  been  defeated.  Is  ealeuUted  to  excite  tba 
regret  of  all  who  jusl'y  appreciate  the  blessings  of  peace, 
and  who  take  an  interest  in  the  causes  which  contribute 
to  the  prosperity  of  Mexico,  in  her  domestic  aa  well  aa 
her  foreign  relations. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  ever  anxioua 
to  cultivate  peace  and  friendship  with  all  nations.  But 
it  proceeds  on  the  principle  that  all  nationa  have  tbo 
right  to  alter,  amend,  or  change,  their  own  Government, 
as  the  sovereign  power,  the  people,  may  direct.  In  thte 
reopect,  it  never  interferes  with  the  policy  of  other  Pow- 
ers, nor  can  it  permit  any  on  the  part  of  ottiera  with  ita 
internal  policy.  Consistently  with  this  principle,  what- 
ever we  can  du  to  restore  peace  between  contending  na- 
tions, or  remove  the  causes  of  misunderstanding,  ia 
cheerfully  at  the  service  of  those  who  are  willing  to  rely 
upon  our  good  officei  aa  a  friend  or  mediator. 

In  reference,  however,  to  the  agrcemeent  which  yoti, 
at  the  repreaenlative  of  Mexico,  Iwve  made  with  Texas, 
and  which  invites  the  interposition  of  the  United  States^ 
you  will  at  once  see  that  we  are  forbidden,  by  the  char- 
acter of  the  communications  made  to  us  through  tho 
Mexican  minister,  From  considering  it.  That  Govern- 
ment has  notified  us  that,  as  long  as  you  are  a  prisoner, 
no  act  of  yours  will  be  regarded  as  binding  by  the  Mex- 
ican authorities.  Under  these  cireumstsnces,  it  will  be 
manifest  to  you  that  good  hilh  to  Mexico,  as  well  aa  the 
general  principle  to  which  I  have  adverted,  aa  forming 
the  basis  of  our  intercourse  with  all  foreign  Powers, 
mAe  it  impossible  fur  me  to  tske  any  step  like  that  you 
hftve  anticipated.  If,  however,  Mexico  ahould  signify 
her  willingness  to  avail  herself  of  our  good  offices  in 
bringing  about  the  desirable  result  you  have  described, 
nothing  could  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  devote  my 
best  services  to  it.  To  be  inalrumental  in  tenninalin|> 
Ibe  evils  of  civil  war,  and  in  substituting  in  their  stead 
the  blessings  of  peace,  is  a  divine  privilege.  Every 
Government,  and  the  people  of  all  countries,  should  feel 
it  their  highest  happiness  to  enjoy  an  opportunity  of 
thus  manifesting  their  love  of  each  other,  and  their  inter- 
terest  in  the  general  principles  which  apply  to  them  alt 
as  membera  of  the  common  family  of  man. 

Tour  letter,  and  that  of  General  Houston,  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Texian  army,  will  be  made  the  basis  of 
an  early  interview  with  the  Mexican  minister  at  Wash- 
ington. They  will  hasten  my  return  to  Washington,  to 
which  pbce  I  will  set  out  in  s  few  day^  expecting  to 
'  reach  it  by  the  1st  of  Octuber.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
hope  Mexico  and  Texas,  feeling  that  wsr  is  the  greatest 
nf  calamities,  wit)  pause  before  another  compaign  is  un- 
dertaken, and  can  add  to  the  number  of  those  scenes  of 
bloodshed  which  have  already  markrd  Ihe  progress  ^ 
their  contest,  and  have  given  so  much  pain  to  their 
Christian  friends  throughout  tlie  world. 

This  is  sent  under  cover  to  General  Houston,  who 
wilt  give  it  a  safe  conveyance  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

To  Gen.  AxTOKio  Lofxi  dx  Saxti  Anr*. 

The  message  and  docamenti  having  been  read, 
Mr.  PRESTON  rose  and  said  it  would  strike  the  Sen- 
ate at  oneo  that  aiaoe  the  date^  tha  htior  written  hf 
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Santi  Anna,  hit  BitUktion  tikd  bren  v«ry  much  chAnffed. 
On  the  4th  of  July  iut  he  was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of 
the  Texiana,  but  had  been  subsequently  released,  and 
was  aow  in  the  city  of  Washington.  According  to  the 
terms  and  purport  of  the  correspondence,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  it  was  carried  on  whilst  Santa  Anna  was  a  pris- 
oner. The  President  of  the  United  States,  awtre  of 
that  fact,  had  expreased  hinuelf  as  being  unable,  in  con- 
•eqaenee,  to  enter  into  any  negotiation  with  him  while 
•o  situated.  But  now,  as  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  just  staled, 
Santa  Anna  was  in  this  city,  and  coutd  negotiate  on  the 
fubjecl  up  to  April  nexli  but  whether  he  would  or  would 
not,  he  (Mr.  P.)  could  not  aiy;  nor  was  it  very  material 
to  the  purpose  Mr.  P.  had  in  hand.  There  was  a  res- 
olution in  relation  to  Texns  ofTered  a  few  days  ago  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Hissinippi,  and  which  had 
been  made  the  order  of  the  duy  for  tonlayt  what  dispori- 
tion  be  wiriied  to  make  of  it  he  was  not  aware.  It  was 
a  matter  for  the  gentleman's  discretion.  The  corre- 
spondence which  had  been  laid  before  the  Senate,  how- 
ever, would  not,  in  his  (Mr.  P'«)  opinion,  render  it  ne- 
cessary to  change  tlie  language  of  the  resolution.  Con- 
curring, ai  he  did,  with  that  resohition,  be  would  now 
■ay  that  he  was  prepared  to  establiah  the  fact,  that  upon 
the  recognised  principles  of  national  law,  the  practice 
of  this  Goremment,  and  the  policy  of  the  country,  she 
ought,  as  was  her  duty,  to  make  a  prompt,  speedy,  and 
absolute  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas.  He 
hoped,  at  the  proper  time,  to  be  able  to  prove  this.  He 
insisted  that  her  independence  should  be  immediately 
acknowledged,  and  that,  too,  without  any  regard  to 
what  might  be  said  or  done  by  Santa  Anna,  fur  his  au- 
thority had  oeaaed  in  Tezai  forever.  After  having 
heard  read  the  present  and  the  other  measage  of  the 
President  in  relation  to  this  subject,  it  was  not  his  de- 
sire that  any  thing  ahould  be  done  here  in  reference  to 
it,  that  would  have  the  effect  of  contravenine,  running 
counter  to,  or  obstructing,  any  purpose  of  the  Execu* 
tive  of  the  United  States- 
He  (Mr.  P.)  had  understond  that  the  President, 
when  he  sent  his  former  messij^e,  had  submitted  this 
natter  to  Congress  for  their  consideration,  being  willing 
to  earry  into  effect  what  they  m'^ght  deem  nght  and 
propen  but  there  were,  at  that  time,  some  difficulties  in 
the  way,  which  prevenlefl  his  recommending  the  adop- 
tion or  any  legislation  on  the  subject.  It  seemed  to  him 
(said  Mr.  p.)  that  had  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
not  been  aware  of  the  fact  that  another  expedition  un- 
der General  Bravo  was  about  tu  invade  Texas,  he  would 
not  have  hesitated  to  recommend  to  Congress  to  do 
something  in  reference  to  settling  the  war  between  I'ex- 
as  and  Mexico. 

Hr.  P.  adverted  to  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  failure  of  the  expedition  under  General  Bravo,  and 
then  concluded  with  saying  that  all  he  desired  was  that 
Congreaa  should  proceed  as  early  as  possible  to  discuss 
the  question  of  immediately  acknowledging  the  independ- 
ence of  Tex  ts.  She  was  entitled  to  it|  she  had  a  right 
to  demand  it  of  the  United  States,  and  the  sooner  it  was 
granted  the  belter.  He  would  await  the  action  ofthe 
honorable  Senator  from  Miasachusetta,  [Mr.  Divis,]  as 
well  as  the  considerai ion  uf  the  resolution  of  the  Seni> 
lor  from  Mississippi,  when  he  would  faive  something 
further  t»  ssy  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WALKBR,  without  intending  to  enter  in<o  any 
discussion  at  this  time,  wished  to  stale  some  information 
he  poaaessed  previous  to  the  Senate  acting  on  it,  because 
he  considered  the  question  of  the  recognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas  as  having  no  connexion  with  any 
thing  that  General  Santa  Anna  might  now  do.  He  con- 
-^dered  the  claim  of  Texas  to  be  lounded  as  well  on  the 
d  policy  of  this  Government,  as  on  the  laws  uf  na- 
uid  that  it  ought  to  be  decided  on  iu  own  merits. 


It  would  be  recollected  that  the  President,  in  his  mes> 
Bige,  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
placed  (he  condition  of  the  recognition  of  the  independ- 
ence  of  Texas  on  the  success  or  hilure  of  the  expedi- 
tion then  set  on  foot  by  Mexico,  and  which  was  about 
entering  the  Texian  territory.  One  of  the  ahematireB 
contemplated  by  the  President  had  taken  placei  ao  that, 
acMrding  in  the  views  dearly  expressed  in  Ms  nnssage, 
there  waa  now  no  longer  cause  for  delayhig  to  aekaowl- 
edge  the  Independence  of  Texas. 

Mr.  W.  here  read  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  a  high- 
ly  respectable  individual  lately  arrived  from  Vera  Cruz, 
whose  name  he  said  it  would  be  improper  to  make  pub- 
lic, though  the  letter  was  at  the  service  of  any  of  the 
members  of  the  Seiute  who  desired  to  see  it,  making 
inquiries  respecting  the  eontempUted  invaaion  of  Texaay 
with  the  gentleman's  reply.  Prom  this  letter  it  ap. 
peared  that  the  idea  of  subjugating  Texas  was  not  en- 
tertained by  any  intelligent  man  in  Mexico;  that  the  in- 
vading army  was  broken  up,  the  small  remnant  of  it  bV- 
ing  without  provisiims  or  supplies  of  any  kind,  and  that 
the  Mexican  General  Bravo  had  resigned  his  command 
in  consequence  of  not  having  been  furnished  by  his  Gov- 
ernment with  the  means  of  opening  the  csmpsign.  The 
gentleman  further  gives  it  ss  his  opinion  that  the  cam- 
paign never  will  open,  as  it  is  as  much  as  Mexico  can  do 
to  keep  the  discontented  portion  of  her  own  citiiens 
qtiiet,  several  insurrections  having  broken  out  which 
were  suppressed  not  without  difficulty. 

Hr.  W.  continued,  that  the  President,  in  the  message 
alluded  to,  distinctly  asserted  that  he  considered  that  the 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas  depended  on 
the  success  or  fitilureof  the  threatened  inva<rion.  Now, 
said  Mr.  W.,  the  invading  army  being  broken  up  and 
dispersed,  and  its  commander  having  resigned,  it  would 
be  perfectly  obviousihat  the  recognition  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas  would  he  in  accordance  with  the  views 
of  the  President,  thus  clearly  expressed.  He  would  asy 
nothing  further  now,  than  to  repeal  the  hope,  that 
whatever  was  done  by  this  Government  might  be  done 
unconnected  with  General  Santa  Anna  in  any  way  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  had  always  entertained  the 
opinion  that  the  people  of  Texas  cou'd  never  live  under 
the  Mr-xican  Government  in  peace  and  happiness.  He 
had  thought,  ton,  that  it  was  our  duly,  at  the  earliest 
period  practicable,  to  recognise  the  independence  of 
Texas.  He  felt  certain,  from  the  events  which  had  oc- 
curred in  that  country,  that  unless  a  speedy  stop  wu 
put  to  what  w»s  going  on  there,  the  Rio  del  Norte 
would  not  be  made  the  boundary  of  Texas.  She  would 
ahake  the  Mexican  etnptre  to  its  very  centre,  if  the  con- 
troversy existing  between  ber  and  Mexico  should  not 
inifantly  cease.  He  was  reitdy  to  acknowledge  her  in- 
dependence) and  the  sooner  that  was  done  the  better. 

The  message  and  documents  were  Uien  bud  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  several  private  bills,  which 
were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  tbe  whole,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  readingt  when 

The  Senate  adjoumra. 

FbISAT,  JAKU1.BI  20. 

The  bills  which  were  yesterday  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee uf  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
were  lo-day  read-  a  third  time,  and  passed.  Among 
them,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  relinquiahment  of  the  l6lb 
Rcctions  for  the  use  of  scboolsk  and  the  entry  of  other 
lands  in  lieu  thereof,  in  quarter  seclion8,and  in  any  part 
of  the  respective  States,  was  passed  by  the  following 
vote — tlie  yeas  and  nays  havlngbeen  ordered  on  tbe  call 
of  Mr.  EwMo,  of  Ohio: 
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TiAS — Me«n.  Bentuiif  Bbwk,  Buehaaan,  Cathbcrti 
Dana,  Swing  or  lUiaoii,  Pulton,  Grundy.  Hendnck** 
Hubb«n)»  King  of  AlAbami,  linn,  Moore,  llorrit,  Niclio- 
Ua,  Niles,  Rivet,  Robinson,  ScTieri  TatlniMlgr,  Tipton, 
Walker,  White,  Wright— 24. 

Nati — lleMrs.  Brown,  Catboun,  Ctiy,  Clayton,  Ew- 
iDgofOliio,  Knigbt,  PrentUs,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Rug- 
glei.  Sinngc,  Swift— 13. 

Mr.  EWING  moved  to  take  up  tbe  bill  designating 
and  limiting  the  funds  recetnble  by  the  United  Statcst 
whtcb  motion,  after  a  brief  ditcoision,  was  decided  in 
tbe  negntive. 

THE  PDBLIC  LANDS. 

Od  motion  of  Hr.  WALKER,  the  previous  orders 
were  poat^ned,  and  tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further 
convderatioo  of  tbe  bill  probibitiDg  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  except  to  actual  settlers,  and  in  limited  quanti- 
ties. The  question  being  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Clat  to 
reconsider  Mr.  Moaiia'a  amendment,  requiring  that 
land  which  bad  been  ten  years  in  tbe  market  should  be 
sold  at  75  cenlsf  lets  than  ten,  and  more  than  five  yearr, 
at  $1  \  and  all  othci-  lands  at  $1  25  per  acre— 

Nr.  CLAY  said  he  bad  two  reasons  for  moving  this 
reconrideration.  One  wh  tbe  avowed  embarrassment 
under  wbicb  it  had  placed  levcral  gentlemen.  The  other 
related  to  himseir,  being  under  a  mistake  sa  to  tbe  im- 
port of  tlie  amendment. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive: Ayes  19,  noes  14. 

Hr.^llomBia's  amendment  being  now  before  the  Senate, 

Hr.  CLAY  called  for  tbe  yeaa  and  nays  on  tlie  ques- 
iraof  which  were  ordered. 

Hr.  HOKBIS,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  BENTON, 
added  to  his  amendment  the  provian,  that  no  perkon 
should  enter  more  than  a  quarter  section  at  a  reduced 
price. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Hr. 
Monais,  and  decided  as  fallows: 

Tk&s — Ucasri.  Beoton,  Black,  Clayton,  Ewing  of  Il- 
linois, Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama, 
Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas  River,  Hybinson,  Bevier, 
Tipton,  Walker,  White— 18. 

Nats — MrKrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Oliio,  Hubbard,  Kent, 
Nilet,  Page,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbina,  Strange,  Swifi, 
Tallmadge,  TomUnson,  Wright— 19. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  or  substitute, 
was  lost, 

Hr.  WALKER  observed  that  a  very  important  prin- 
ciple bad  been  stricken  from  tbe  bill,  and  moved  that  it 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr,  GRUNDY  said  he  did  not  see  why  this  should  be 
done.  The  bill,  by  the  failure  of  the  aoiendment,  was 
left  in  the  same  form  as  when  it  came  from  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr,  WALKER  said  he  foresaw  that  llie  bill,  in  its 
present  form,  would  faili  and  he  thought  it  of  the  utmoat 
importance  Uiat  some  such  measure  should  be  carried, 
for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  public  revenuei  and  he 
regarded  such  a  meaaure  as  the  only  one  irtiicli  could 
be  adopted  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  a  dangerous 
surplus. 

Hr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  opposed  the  recommitment. 
If  the  graduating  principle  should  not  be  introduced,  he 
hoped  hia  friends  would  not  reject  the  bill  on  that  ac- 
count.   He  hoped  the  Senate  would  goon  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  EWING  was  in  favor  of  the  recommitmenU  Tbe 
bill  in  ha  present  form  would  not  only  not  stop  fleas,  but 
camela  would  go  through  it.  Mr.  E.  had  thought  of  a 
project  wbidilie  believed  would  cfTect  the  objectain 
view.  He  would  endeavor  to  prepare  it  by  Monday,  and 
hoped  fur  the  opportunity  of  preaenling  it. 
Vol.  XUI.— 34 


Mr.  MOORE  spoke  in  favor  of  recommitting,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  some  such  measure  would  be 
adopted  as  was  proposed  by  the  original  bill,  (of  Mr. 

MORBIi.) 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  Mr.  Ewiso  to  point  out  the 
places  in  the  bill  where  a  camel  could  go  through.'  He 
intimated  that  the  design  was  to  delay  the  bill.  For  him- 
self, he  wiriied  to  proceed  with  the  bill,  and  obtain  all  he 
could  get. 

Hr.  RWINO,  of  Ohio,  said  it  would  give  him  much 
pleasure  to  point  out  those  places  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Walkib's  motion  having  been  withdrawn,  or 
suspended,  he  moved  to  alter  the  amount  of  land  culti- 
vated by  a  settler,  by  making  it  one  tenth,  instead  of 
one  eighth,  of  tbe  wholet  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  CLAY  madeaome  inquirteaas  to  tbe  bearing  of 
the  bill  un  auch  lands  as  might  be  used  fur  grazing,  and 
not  for  euhivatlon. 

Mr.  WALKER  replied  that  a  provision  in  the  bill 
which  BUlhorized  an  entry  of  the  land,  after  a  residence 
of  three  years,  was  designed  to  supply  this  spparent  de- 
ficiency. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  requiring 
one  year's  reiidence  instead  of  three. 

Mr  GRUNOYobjected  tothismotion.  Itwouldserve 
to  defeat  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  bilh  for  if  one 
year  only  should  be  required,  it  would  become  a  budneaa 
to  procure  portions  of  tbe  public  land  suocessivcly,  by 
means  of  one  year's  residence  on  each.  He  wa^  bov- 
ever,  willing  to  vote  for  two  years. 

Mr.  TIPTON  declared  himself  opposed  to  Uie  form  of 
this  bill,  and  in  bvor  of  the  original  one  by  Mr.  Moaaia, 
If  tlie  graduating  principle  which  bad  been  lost  should 
not  be  embracei^  several  Statea  would  derive  no  benefit 
from  the  bill.  If  be  could  not  get  that  principle,  be 
should  go  to  defeat  tbe  bill. 

Messrs.  MOORE  and  SEVIER  also  declared  their  de- 
termination to  do  so;  the  latter  urging,  at  some  length, 
the  patssge  of  a  proper  bill  on  this  subject. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  WALKER, 
MLES,  BLACK,  and  MORRIS,  the  action  on  the  bill 
waa  suspended  by  consent,  and  several  bllla  from  tbe 
House  were  read  twice  and  referred. 

Hie  Senate  then  adjourned. 


SATCnCAT,  jAKeABl  31. 

WILLIAM  B,  LLOTD. 
After  reading  the  journal, 

Mr.  MORRIS  rose  and  said  that  he  begged  tbe  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate  to  make  a  abort  statement  re- 
specting an  article  which  had  appeared  In  one  of  the  city 
papers  this  morning.  It  might  be  considered  by  gen- 
tlemen as  partaking  more  of  a  private  than  a  public  na. 
ture,  and  one  with  which  he  ought  not  to  trouble  the 
Senate;  and  could  he  conuder  the  paragraph  aa  intended, 
or  even  bearing  on  its  face  a  mere  private  individual  al> 
lusion  to  himself,  he  would  not  thus  publicly  notice  it| 
but  It  went  further^  it  waa  a  comment,  in  severe  terms 
to  say  the  least,  on  hia  conduct  as  a  Senator,  and  that, 
too,  by  a  citizen  of  lua  own  Statej  and,  as  such,  it  re- 
quired of  him  an  explanation.  The  charge  is  (said  Hr. 
U.)  that  he  had  neglected  tbe  just  rights  of  one  of  hia 
fellow-citizens,  and  refused,  as  his  representative,  to 
present  his  memorial  to  the  Senate,  and  thus  bad  treated 
him  with  disrespect.  It  is  due,  then,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  to 
the  citizens  of  tbe  State,  it  ia  due  to  n^lf,  that  thii 
publication  should  not  pan  without  notice.  It  will  be 
found  in  the  Intelligencer  of  thii  morning.  In  the  follow- 
ing words.  [Here  Mr.  M.  read  the  communication  re- 
ferred to.] 

It  ii  true,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  that,  on  yesterday  morn, 
ing,  after  tbe  time  for  tbe  prescnUtipn  of  petitions  and 
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memorials  luul  eUpied*  and  ibe  Ch«r  had  oiled  for  re- 
ports or  stATidrngr  commiMeeat  one  of  the  youtifr  grnlle- 
men  who  attend  the  Senate  came  to  h'la  aeat  and  handed 
him  a  paper,  which  be  round  to  be  a  memorial,  and 
which  he  believed  was  correctly  publuhed  in  the  Intel- 
li^ncer  of  tbia  morning;  and  with  the  memorial  he  alio 
received  a  note,  of  which  tbe  Tullowing  ia  a  copy : 

"Dkar  Sia:  As  a  friend,  I  uk  you  to  present  the 
accompanying  memorial  to  the  Senate.  Aa  one  of  your 
constiluentflt  I  demand  it. 

"Yours,  with  the  highest  respect, 

'*W».  U.  LLOYD. 

*'If  yoi]  do  not  present  it,  please  return  it  imme- 
dislely  to  me  in  the  Sergeant's  room.        W.  B.  L." 

Mr.  H.  sitid  that,  on  reading  the  note,  he  wrote  at  the 
bottom  tbe  following  words: 

"SSNATI  CUANBEB. 

"  Sib:  Your  memorial  was  handed  me  after  the  time 
tn  which  memoriaU  can  be  received  on  this  day  had 
elapsed.  I  return  it:  am  willing  to  see  and  converse 
with  you  on  the  subject.  What  your  rights  are  I  am 
not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  determine. 

"TIIOS.  MORRIS." 

ife  aaid  that  after  he  lud  endorsed  the  ntme  on  the 
note,  it  occurred  to  him  as  proper  to  keep  the  paper 
and  send  back  the  memorial  only.    He  immediately 
aooghl  an  interview  with  the  person  who  sent  the  me- 
morial, with  an  intention  of  handing  it  back  himself;  and 
for  this  purpose  he  went  to  both  doors  of  the  Senate 
chamber,  but  was  unable  to  meet  with  him  at  either. 
He  retorned  to  his  seatt  and  soon  after  one  of  tbe  young 
men  came  to  him  and  informed  him  the  gentleman  was 
in  the  antechamber.    He  then  handed  the  young  man 
the  paper,  to  return  it  to  the  author.   He  said,  had  time 
been  afforded  him  for  examination  of  the  memorial,  he 
might  or  might  not  have  presented  ir,  as  jusiice  and  pro- 
priety should  seem  to  require.   He  acknowledged  that  it 
was  not  only  his  duly,  but  a  pleasure,  when  requested  so 
to  do»  to  present  memorials  or  petitions  on  alt  or  any  sub- 
jects within  tbepoweror  control  of  the  Senate,  and  which 
were  in  proper  language,  not  only  for  the  citizens  of 
Ohii>,  but  also  from  dtizens  residing  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States.    Whether  the  memurial  in  question  was 
or  was  not  of  that  character,  the  has'y  manner  with 
which  he  perused  it  did  net  enable  him  to  determine, 
nor  did  he  wish  to  be  understood  aa  expressing  any 
opinion  on  that  point;  and  while  he  considered  the  note 
of  the  gentleman  as  conttinin^  somo  biting  sarcasms,  of 
which  he  did  not  complain,  it  also  eontamed  a  kind  of 
left-handed  compliment  for  the  humble  part  which  he 
look  in  the  transaction  to  which  the  memorial  referred. 
What  transpired  then  is  well  known,  and  need  not  be 
repeated.    As  to  the  part  he  tnok,  and  the  observations 
he  made,  they  had  been  correctly,  or  at  least  substan- 
tially, reported  In  tiie  N:itional  Intelligencer.  The  im- 
pression made  mi  hit  mind  at  the  time  the  proceedings 
respecting  tbe  memorialist  took  place,  he  probably 
could  not,  nor  did  he  wish  to  make  an  attempt  to  de- 
scribe. 

He  said  be  was  hastily  led  to  make  the  remarks  he 
did,  because  he  thought  the  proceedings  of  the  Si-iiate, 
with  regard  to  the  Individuals  who  created  the  disturb- 
ance in  the  gallery,  were  wrong;  but  whether  right  or 
wrung,  not  bimself,  but  ahertime,  must  determine;  fur 
bimaelf,  be  said  b«  had  as  yet  seen  no  cause  to  change 
hia  opinions  as  expressed  at  the  timet  end  be  would  fur- 
ther state  that,  while  the  proceedings  in  tbe  Senate 
were  going  on,  after  the  person  vas  arrested,  be  was 
entirely  ignorant  who  he  was,  or  of  what  State  be  was  a 
citizen.  Near  tlie  clofe,  and  but  a  minute  or  two  tefore 
tlie  Senate,  adjourned,  he      informed  by  some  gentle- 


men that  the  penoo  was  from  Ohio;  he  inquired  his 
name,  and  was  told  it  was  Lloyd;  he  then  had  a  recol- 
lection of  having  seen  him  some  days  before,  and  had 
understood  from  Mr.  Lloyd  that  his  business  in  the  city 
was  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Con- 
greas  making  an  appropriation  to  impn-re  the  harbor  at 
CleveUnd,  by  the  erection  of  a  tea  wall.   He  said  hn 
rffbrts,  be  they  what  they  may,  were  not  made  in  de- 
fence of  a  friend,  or  in  opposition  toan  enemy;  he  should 
have  made  the  same  efforla  had  he  known  the  mdividual 
to  have  been  both  a  personal  and  political  opponent;  he 
merely  intended  to  discharge  his  duty  aa  a  Senator,  »i 
sustaining  what  he  believed  to  be  the  rights  of  an 
American  citiaen.    Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  I  thmk  I  under- 
stand  this  publicationt  it  is  intended  to  go  to  the  State 
in  which  I  live,  and  1  have  troubled  the  Senate  with  thia 
explanation,  Uiat  it  may  immediately  follow,  and  tttat 
my  conduct,  in  thii  particular,  may  be  correctly  under- 
stood. He  said,  so  tar  as  in  him  lay,  no  citizen  of  Ohio, 
or  of  any  other  State,  should  have  it  in  his  power  to 
misrepresent  bis  course  in  the  Senate.    He  said  the 
peremptory  language  contained  in  the  gentleman's  note 
he  considered  as  the  mere  itfect  of  exc.tement,  and,  as 
such,  could  readily  be  excused;  he  said  it  was  but  hu- 
man nsture  to  do  and  say  things  in  excited  momenii* 
which  we  would  gladly  alter  or  amend  on  fuiure  rt  flec- 
tiont  he  aahl  be  had  no  idea  that  the  language  used  was 
intended  as  any  personal  disrespect  to  himself;  when  he 
read  the  note,  he  thought  il  would  be  better  to  see  and 
converse  with  the  person  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
course  to  be  pursued;  but  he  denied  that  he  bad,  m  this 
case,  been  either  negligent  or  unmindful  of  bis  duty;  at 
least,  be  had  the  approval  of  his  own  judgment,  and 
should  under  like  drcumttancea  pursue  a  like  course.  It 
was  very  strange,  indeed,  that  Mr.  Lloyd  should  com- 
plain, when  his  instruction  was  to  return  him  tbe  memo- 
rial immediately,  if  it  was  not  presented;  and  it  is  stdl  more 
strange  when,  in  his  publ!c»tion,  he  saya  that  he  might 
procure  the  presentation  of  il  through  other  menbers  of 
the  body  who  were  his  (riends)  and  the  very  resKD  be 
auigns  for  not  applying  to  some  one  of  them,  is  a  reason 
why  he  ought  so  to  have  applied.    There  is  no  doubt 
he  can  obtSn  the  presentation  of  his  memorial  through 
some  member  of  the  S.  nale,  if  he  yet  desires  it,  or  if  he 
ever  did  desire  it.    Should  he  fail  to  make  a  further  re- 
quest, the  cltizena  of  our  own  State  will  be  able  to  draw 
correct  conclusions. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  Mr.  M.  was  correct  in  r^ard  to 
every  thing  on  «  hich  he  had  oflTered  an  explanation. 
That  Senator  had  said  it  was  not  his  fault  that  the  arrest 
was  made,  and  that  the  person  arrested  was  brought  to 
the  bar  of  the  Senate.  Mr.  B.  now  wished  to  show  thai 
it  was  not  hia  own  fault  that  the  memorial  was  not  pre. 
sented,  refened,  and  considered.  He  had  been  aware 
that  a  consultation  was  going  on,  and  that  aome  move- 
ment was  intended;  and,  without  the. least  reference  to 
the  terms  of  the  memurial  which  be  suppuaed  would  be 
presented,  be  resolved  that,  so  far  aa  he  was  coacemed, 
it  should  have  its  full  fbree.  He  had  therefore  drawn 
up  a  motion,  which  he  intended  to  make  whenever  the 
memorial  slioukl' be  presented,  that  the  memorial  should 
be  sent  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  power  to  send 
for  witneBse%  and  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  proper 
course  of  proceeding;  and  that  the  expenses  shouM  be 
paid  from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate.  This  motion 
he  had  shown  to  varioua  Senators;  and  his  friends  had 
been  kind  enough  to  say  that  it  should  be  done.  If  any 
gentleman  would  do  him  the  favor  to  present  the  memo- 
rial, lie  would  vote  for  ita  reference.  He  hoped  there 
would  thus  be  an  occasion  of  giving  to  the  public,  in  an 
authentic  form,  the  details  of  the  outrsge.  He  asked  for 
the  presentation  of  the  memorial. 
[Here  the  subject  ended.] 
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VORBION  EyrGRANTS. 

Mr.  CLW  pretentnl  the  petition  of  tundry  inh»b1- 
f  ftnts  oi  Wtrtiboroughf  Sulimn  county,  New.  Tork,  and, 
•I  h  VM  not  Ion;,  he  uk«d  that  it  might  be  retd. 

The  document  wu  aceordrngly  read,  and  proved  to 
be  «  kind  of  remonitranec,  on  the  subject  of  RoiTUtn 
Oathalie  em'tgnnti  to  (he  country,  broufirht  in  under  the 
ftiiqpices  of  Popes,  Cardmsls,  Bithopii,  &e.  It  inailted 
on  the  impropriety  md  inexpediency  of  iHowingrai  many 
penms  to  enter  tlie  cnuntry  whose  practice  and  tenet* 
were  avowedly  and  directly  hostile  to  our  repobliean  in- 
stitutions, and  especially  prayed  Confrrest  to  institute 
commiaaions,  in  various  parta  of  the  country,  to  procure 
informalion  and  report  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  snme  of  the  objects  prayed  for  (liii 
Gnvernment  hs'l  no  power  to  grant,  however  algrminff 
to  these  good  and  religious  people  the  evik  complBined 
of  and  the  progress  of  pipacy  might  be.  But  there 
was  one  object  which  Hr.  C.  thought  might  be  a  prop, 
er  subjrct  of  inquiry,  being  vithin  the  power  of  Con- 
f!:ress{  and  that  was  a  change  in  our  lawa  of  naturaliza- 
tion. He  therefore  mored  that  the  memorial  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Cummitteei  and  it  was  ao  refer- 
red. 

THE  TRRASURT  CIRCDLAR. 

Hr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  PubTtc 
I^^nda,  to  whom  the  motion  of  Hr.  Bcstoit  for  an  inqui- 
ry into  the  conduct  of  the  deposite  banks,  fcc.  was  re- 
ferred, moved  that  the  above  committee  b«  diacliarged 
from  the  further  con^deration  of  said  motion,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Hr.  BENTON  said  he  thought  it  a  grand  jnke  that 
thr-  e  OF  foar  daya  after  a  bill  had  been  brought  in  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  on  the  Mbject  with 
which  his  motion  was  connected,  after  the  oeeaaion  for 
which  that  motion  was  presented  had  entirely  gone  by, 
the  gentleman  shfHild  now  propose  to  have  the  examina- 
Itnn  proposed  by  the  motion,  and  by  another  committee. 
He  thonglit  the  L^nd  Committee  ought  to  have  acted  on 
the  motion,  or  turned  over  the  whole  subject  to  another 
committee. 

Hr.  WALKER  said  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Committee 
nn  the  Public  Lands  had  been  arraigned  before  the  Sen- 
ate by  the  mover  of  that  resolution,  [*'  motion,"]  he 
hoped  be  would  be  pirdoaed  for  giving  the  reasons  for 
diacbarging  the  Committee  on  the  Public  I^nds.  That 
resol'ition  was  not  transmitted  to  the  committee  till  some 
time  after  the  committee  had  commenced  considering 
the  Bfibject  of  the  Treasury  order)  or,  at  leaat,  It'had  not 
come  simullaneoualy  with  the  Treasury  order  to.  the 
committee.  II  was,  taoreover,  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mitiee,  tlut  if  they  proceeded  to  act  on  the  matter  of 
the  molution,  [Mr.  Bawrox's,]  there  could  be  no  ac- 
tion by  Coi^frets  this  session,  on  the  aubject  of  the 
Treasury  ordert  and  it  was  the  deinre  of  every  member 
of  the  committee  that  such  action  should  be  had.  It 
would  hav»  consumed  the^ime  of  the  committee  for 
mfMithi^  and  it  would  even  have  been  necessary  to  carry 
the  required  examination  into  the  recess  of  Congress. 

Mr.  W.  said  that,  although  he  bad  assented  to  the  ref- 
erance  of  the  mbject  of  the  Trcawrv  order  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Publie  Lands,  he  had  done  so  with  the  ut- 
most reluctance. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  aiibject  of  tlie  Treasury  order 
WIS  referred  to  the  Land  Committee  late  on  the  evening 
nf  the  lltli  inst.,  and  bia  resolution  was  sent  to  tliat  com- 
mittee KB  early  as  it  could  be  on  the  morning  of  the  ISlh. 
That  reaolution  had  also  been  laid  on  the  table  at  the 
very  commencement  of  the  proceedings  on  the  Treasu- 
ry order,  so  that  every  one  might  see  it.  But  if  there 
was  not  then  time  to  carry  that  resolution  into  efTrct, 
w  hy,  at  this  hie  day,  vu  it  prt^MMcd  to  refer  it  to 


another  committee,  and  to  a  committee,  too,  of  which 
Hr.  B.  was  a  member^  How  would  this  thing  tell  In 
the  newspapers,  that  the  gentleman  who  movedio  make 
these  inquiries  should  proceed  to  make  them  himself? 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said  this  reaolution  passed 
witbnut  attracting  his  attention,  or  else  he  would  have 
opposed  its  passage.  If  it  was  intended  to  impede  the 
action  of  the  committee,  it  would  have  done  so  effectual- 
ly. And  if  there  was  a  real  intention  of  obtaining  the 
information  called  for,  it  could  not  be  obtained  duriiw 
the  sesMon.  He  could  see  no  practical  good  to  reauU 
from  its  reference  now  to  the  Finance  Committee.  He 
therefore  called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  and  that 
(he  motion  for  a  simple  discbart;e  should  first  be  tried. 
The  gentleman  might  then  malce  such  disposition  as  ho 
thou',rht  proper  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  B>VI*4G  said  the  subject  of  the  resolution  proper- 
ly and  exclusively  belonged  to  the  Finance  Committee. 
He  alio  had  known  nothing  of  the  resolution  since  it  was 
first  laid  on  the  t&ble  till  this  morning.  He  thought 
it  belter  to  divide  the  questtoit;  and  leave  the  resolution 
in  the  handi  of  the  mover. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  discharg'ng  the  com- 
mi'tee,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  be  would  here  state  to  the  whole 
Senate  that  he  denred  his  resolution  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  which  be  was  a  member.  It  wan  ac- 
cordingly referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  dpecial  orJer  of  the 
day,  which  was  the  lund  bill,  ai  amended  by  (he  Commit- 
tee on  the  Puhlic  Lands. 

The  question  being  on  so  amending  the  bill  as  to  re- 
qriire  a  residencv^  by  the  settler  of  but  one  year  to  gel  a 
tule  to  his  land,  it  was  negatived;  Yeas  13,  nays  33. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  then  proposed  to  subatifiite  a  rendence 
of  two  years.  The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
WALKER,  KING  of  Alabama,  LINN,  and  TIPTON, 
and  opposed  by  Hr.  EWINfJ,  as  being  wholly  inefficient 
to  the  object  proposed.  Mr.  F.  stated  that  he  had  a  dif- 
fcl^nt  proposition  to  offer,  which,  as  he  supposed,  would 
secure  the  object  of  confining  the  sale  of  public  lands  to 
actual  settlera,  and  wh''ch  he  sent  to  the  table  to  be  print- 
ed.  The  printing  was  orderedj  but  the  question  being, 
in  the  mean  white,  taktn  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  GacMDT,  it  was  carried:  Yeas  27,  nays  11. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  tte  should 
hereafter  ofTert  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Land  Committee,  proposed 
sundry  minnr  amendments,  not  touching  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill.  The  whole  of  the  various  amendments 
were  directed  to  be  imbodied,  and  printed  all  tocether, 
in  thrlr  order;  when  the  firlher  cnnddrration  of  uie  bill 
was  made  the  order  of  the  diy  for  Monday  next. 

After  transacting  some  other  business. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


MOSDAT,  jAVCAnx  S3. 
PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Afler  going  through  the  usual  morning  business, 
The  Senate  proceede.I  to  the  special  order  of  the 
day,  which  was  the  hill  to  confine  the  sale  of  the  public 
land  to  actual  settlers  only. 

Mr.  WALKER,  chairman  of  (he  Committee  on  the 
Publie  Lands,  who  has  charge  of  the  bill,  expressed  his 
approbation  of  an  amendment  offered  on  Saturday  by 
Mr.  Bwiirs,  and  which  provides  that  land  entered,  and 
forfeited,  by  non-residence,  under  the  bill,  might  be  en- 
tered by  others  who  shall  prove  the  fact  of  such  non-res- 
idence by  the  first  ocrupanl,  and  proposed  to  modify  it 
by  a  proviuun  that,  «hf  u  tvo  orjnore  per»ona  should  so 
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eUim  tlie  foiTeiled  Itnd,  who  inhabit  the  uni«  quarter 
KCtion,  the  preference  ahall  be  given  to  the  first  occu- 
pinl  I  and  that  none  of  the  others  ibould  get  **  floiu," 
(I.e.  pre-emption  rights,  to  be  loe&ted  on  any  land  not 
entered  elsewhere.) 

In  consequence  of  iomeobjectiona  to  the  term  ••float," 
M  unknown  to  tUe  law  and  undefined,  he  agreed  to  waive 
the  hltcr  clause  entirely,  as  being,  In  substance,  pro- 
vided for  in  other  parts  of  (he  bill.  The  residue  of  bis 
amendment  to  tlie  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Ewir* 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  atao  proposed  leveral  other  verbil  amend- 
inenli|  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TIPTON  then  moved  an  amendment,  introducing 
the  principle  of  graduation,  and  providinf^  tiiat  land  re- 
iDsining  unsold  fur  ten  years  ahould  be  sold  for  one  dol* 
hr  an  acrei  and  if  remaining  for  hfteen  years,  at  seventy-  , 
five  cents  the  acre,  with  a  proviso  that  not  more  than 
160  acres  be  sold  to  any  one  mant  on  wliich  he  asked 
the  yeas  and  naya,  and  they  were  ol^dered  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SWING,  thinking  nils  a  fit  opportunity  to  go  in- 
fo the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  and  the  subject  of 
the  public  lands  generally,  addressed  the  Senate  in  a 
speech  which,  with  hia  consent,  was  interrupted  by  a 
motion  for  adjournment.  The  motion,  having  been  sus- 
pended for  sotne  prevloui  moiioni  Tor  the  printing  of 
documents,  prevailed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Tdismt,  jARiraBT  34. 
MARINE  CORPS. 

Mr.  PRESTON  ofTered  the  following  reiolutiont 
which  was  by  consent,  adopted: 

Boohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  intu  the  construction  of  the  act  of  the 
30(h  June,  1834,  reguliiting  (be  pay  of  the  marine  cnrpn, 
by  the  Founh  Auditor,  and  into  the  propriety  of  any 
further  legislation  thereon. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  when  offering  this  resolution,  re- 
marked that  ba  understood  the  des^n  of  the  above-na- 
med act  was  to  put  the  pay  of  the  marine  corps  on  (he 
same  footing  willi  that  of  the  infantry  of  the  army.  The 
eonitruction  of  (he  Fourth  Auditor  bad  made  it  lower, 
contrary,  he  thought,  to  the  design  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Mr.  Pbkstox  having  referred  to 
him)  aaid  he  had  already  given  notice  that  he  wished  to 
Introduce  a  bill  to  remedy  the  construction  of  the  Fourth 
Auditor,  and  he  was  prevented  from  intriiducing  it  only 
by  information  that  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  other 
House  had  reported  a  bill  on  the  subject.  He  was,  how- 
ever, gratified  that  Ur.  P.  had  turned  hia  attention  to 
the  subject. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  except  to  sctui  setllen^  and  in  lim- 
ited quantities. 

Tlie  question  pending  was  on  Mr.  TiPTox'a  amend- 
ment, offered  jeaterday,  to  (he  first  section  of  the  bill, 
■*  that  all  lands  that  have  been  in  the  market  ten  years, 
and  remain  unsold,  shall  be  sold  for  seveniy-ftve  cents 
an  acrei  and  all  that  have  five  years,  shall  be  disposed  of 
at  one  dollart  provided  that  not  more  than  one  hundred 
and  aizly  acres  be  sold  to  one  purchaser. 

Mr.  EWING  concluded  his  remarks,  ai  ^ven  entire 
In  succeeding  pages. 

Mr.  E.  sddrecsed  (he  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  As  it  is  my  purpoie  to  examine  this 
subject  with  tome  care  and  exactness  and,  as  Ar  as  in  my 
power,  dtow  it  to  the  Senate  in  its  true  colors  and  pro- 
portion!, I  find  it  nece8»ry,  in  the  outset,  to  spend  a  few 
moments  in  clearing  it  of  some  of  the  rubbish  with  which 
It  it  overiakl  and  lurrounded. 


The  bUl  now  under  considmtion  it  the  sueeesaor,  not 
exactly  legitimate,  of  one  introduced  by  my  colleague  at 
the  commencement  of  the  sesnon,  for  linutin^  the  salea 
nf  the  public  hind  to  actual  settlers.  That  plain,  unpre- 
tending proposition  was  what  it  professed  to  be,  and 
nothing  else)  the  title  declared  the  object  of  the  bill,  and 
though  I  thought  (he  measure  impracticable,  I  could  not 
but  feel  Ibe  Juatneaa  of  the  motkin,  and  the  stnuglit-far- 
ward  means  propoaed  toeffeettbeobjeet.  That  Bill  wai 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa,  and  we  have 
here,  reported  back,  in  its  name  and  in  its  place,  what  !a 
now  before  us)  and  the  title  is  sll  that  is  left,  eitheroftbe 
letter  or  spirit  of  the  original  bill.  But,  even  this  small 
relic  of  what  the  bill  once  was,  if  I  divine  aright,  is  des- 
tined to  be  obliterated  and  destroyed.  The  title  it  not 
descriptive  of  the  contents  of  the  bill,  nor  is  it  sufficient- 
ly magnib>quent.  When  the  bill  arriTca  at  such  stags 
thai  it  will  be  in  order,  we  shall  have  a  motion  to  amend 
it,  and,  if  the  motion  prevail,  it  will  become  "A  bill  to 
arrest  monopoliea  of  (he  public  landa,"  &c.  &c.  &c.; 
the  title  ia  long  and  high  sounding,  and  is  to  be  found  at 
large  in  the  journal  of  last  year,  and  I  will  not  now  de- 
tain the  Senate  by  reading  it.  -I  wilt,  however,  endeavor 
to  show,  before  [  stt  down,  what  name  it  really  meritai 
for  i  intend  to  discuss  iu  provisions,  not  its  title. 

This  debate  haa  been  freely  interlarded  with  high  de- 
nunciation against  a  cUm  of  our  fisllow-citisina  called 
*•  speculatoiV*-— men  who  purchase  public  land  either 
for  subsequent  sale,  or  that  it  msy  lie  by,  at  an  invest- 
ment of  money  to  raise  in  value,  and  become  a  reaourm 
In  after  life,  or  an  outfit  for  their  children.  And  I  have 
obwnred,  also,  what  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  those 
who  denounce  tbeae  *'  speeulaton"  the-  most  loudly  and 
the  most  frequently,  on  this  floor  and  elsewhere,  ara 
thoie  who  unclerstand  them  beat,  and  who  are  themselvea 
the  most  deeply  engaged  In  the  vocation  which  they 
thus  Condemn.  This  ia  generally,  perhaps  universally, 
the  case.  This  disinterestedness  of  gentlemen  who  eon- 
demn  thus  openly  (heir  own  calling,  and  deriie  law^ 
intended,  as  they  say,  to  chi^ck  and  put  it  down,  remiodi 
me  of  an  incident  in  modern  history  worthy  to  be  re- 
membered. 

When  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon  was  connoted  before 
Parliament  for  receiving  presents  from  suitors,  which 
bore  a  very  strong  resemblance  to  bribes,  and  was  re- 
moved from  office,  he  wss  the  foremott  in  proposing  and 
concocting  measures  which  should  therealier  rfTcctually 
keep  off  such  temptation  and  sin  in  future,  and  most  cer- 
tainly protect  the  purity  of  (he  bench.  It  reminds  me, 
also,  uf  a  late  occasion  on  which  the  gentleauin  from 
Vircinta  [Mr.  Riras]  near  me  was  to  deeply  iamrMsed 
with  the  aristocracy  of  the  Senate— himaelf  cerbinly  not 
the  least  sristocratic  of  its  members — that  he  felt  constrain- 
ed to  (urn  "  States'  ei^ence,**  or,  perhaps,  rather,  **  pe^ 
ple'sevidenee,"againat  the  whole  body,  himself,  of  course, 
inclusive,  though  I  believe  be  did  not  suggest  any  remedy 
for  the  enormity  which  he  exposed.  Now,  this  ia  all 
rightiand  it  is  honorable]  and  it  la  unquestionably  sin- 
cere. I  take  no  exceptions  to  it,  but  merely  notice  it 
among  the  pas^ng  fneidenta  of  the  tlmea. 

Now,  air,  I  will  say  a  few  wordt  at  to  this  clasa  of  in- 
dividuals who  are  ao  much  the  thane  of  discussion  and 
of  attack)  and,  that  my  opinion  may  have  the  more 
weight,  I  can  assure  the  Senate  that  1  am  neither  an 
aristocrat  nor  a  speculator  in  public  landa.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  been  accuaed  here  of  the  one  or  the 
other,  but  1  have  heard  gentlemen  on  the  other  aide  of 
the  House  talk  loudly  and  harshly  of  speculator^  and 
those  whn  fiivor  speoulationa^  while,  at  the  aame  time, 
they  made  strong  gestures  towards  tbe  benehei  her& 
As  it  referred  to  no  one  in  particular,  I  could  only  ap- 
propriate to  myself  my  just  distributive  share  of  the  re- 
proach which,  leascoed  by  diriaion,  would  be  byt  mhII. 
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Tet  Unit  fnodieon^  inripiifiGuit  u  it  mtf  1  tm  pre- 
pand  to  ditpoit  of.-  1  thetdbre  Mjr,  onee  for  Mt  that 
I  ooi  «lK>Ny  free  from  the  offence  of  bwiny  erer  pur* 
^lawd  poblie  hnd  or  toy  tWng  die  fhinii  the  Genenl 
Gorernment.  And  I  hive  no  sympethy,  nve  that  or 
genenl  gwid-will  to  M  mankind,  with  any  who  I  know 
hare  to  parchaaed.  I  never  entered  an  acre  of  public 
land  in  my  lifi^,  and  do  not  know  that  J  erer  iball)  nor 
do  I  know  that  any  friend,  or  even  acquaintance  of  minei 
ie  eiiMged  in  tbeaa  purehaiei.  My  neighbon,  it  li 
true,  m  wboaewelbre  Ttake  great  intereat,  do  lorae- 
timet  ratae  a  little  spare  money  and  go  to  the  Writ  and 
pnrehaK  a  quarter  or  a  lialf  section  of  Und,  to  icttle  a 
■on  who  ii  about  to  arrive  at  the  yean  of  manhood,  for 
which  they  pay  the  caah  into  llie  Treasury  of  the  United 
Statcit  and  until  gentlemen  latUfy  me,  more  fully  than 
tberhare  yet  done,  of  tbo  imprc^riety  of  the  tmnfc,  I 
^ball  eateem  them  none  the  ten  for  it,  nor  bhatl  I  the  lem 
Miidaoady  advocate  their  intereats  and  their  righti. 

But,  in  declaring  my  utter  exemption  from  all  partiei- 
palion,  direct  or  indirect,  in  ihat  kind  of  inveitment 
which  11  here  condemned  in  such  unmeatured  terms,  1 
do  nut  at  all  admit  the  truth  or  justice  of  the  judgment 
wbtcfa  condemns  it.  It  ia  a  use  of  money  that  is  suppn> 
■cd  to  be  unpopular,  and  it  b  no  new  artifice  lo  kzcUim 
against  it,  aa  if  tt  were  a  crime,  until,  by  force  voice 
Mid  repetition,  it  may  come  to  be  eiteened  fO|  and  whit 
iamore  to  ihe  purpoae,  thoie  who  are  moit  deeply  en- 
gaged in  it,  by  being  loud  and  voeiferoui  in  ita  condem- 
nation,  throw  off  all  suspicion  from  themselvei,  and 
•tand  the  pure  advocates  of  the  people's  rights,  and  the 
very  antagonist  principle  of  all  speculation  and  roonopo* 
ly.  But,  ur,  I  lee  no  objection  to  this  mode  of  invest- 
ing money  when  you  have  it  to  spare,  and  can  make  no 
better  die  ofit.  if  it  be  fairly  done,  it  isa  faiMndjuil, 
and.  boneat  mode  of  acquiring  property.  The  United 
Statei,  by  a  public  law,  and  a  public  proclamation,  of- 
fers its  land  for  tale  at  a  stipulated  pricei  an  individual, 
who  ia  desirous  of  possessing  the  hnd,  goes  and  purcha- 
nei%  and  pays  his  money.  Now,  why,  I  ask,  does  any 
one  here  apply  to  this  act,  or  the  man  who  does  it,  op- 
prebriouarpithets?  Why  accuse  himi  Why  denounce 
himf  If  he  had  bought  fifty  htwaheads  of  sugar,  or  a 
hundred  balci  of  eoltoiH  be  would  be  just  aa  criminal, 
■nd  deierve  just  the  aamc  opprobrium  and  reproach 
from  the  members  of  our  National  Legiilalure.  Gen- 
tlemen are  mialakeni  these  purchaaes  and  speculations^ 
in  which  they  and  their  friends  are  so  deeply  engaged, 
are  not  criminal,  nor  even  improper  in  ihemselves. 
Tliey  are  liable.  Indeed,  and  especially  liable,  to  be 
contaminated,  by  fraud  or  force,  or  combinations  among 
porchaaers,  and  collusion  wHh  public  officers^  but  from 
theae  they  and  all  honorable  men,  aa  a  matter  of  coune, 
■re  free.  They  therefore  pronounce  a  banh  and  un> 
just  judgment  on  their  own  acta,  and  I  am  prepared  to 
defend  them  ^init  themselves  before  the  Senate  and 
the  nation. 

[Ilr.  Waikeb  here  rose  to  explain.  If  the  gentle- 
man'a  allusion  was  to  any  thing  he  had  «aid,  so  far  from 
criminating  purchasers  of  this  description,  he  bad,  in 
the  report  accompanying  this  bill,  expressed  many  of  the 
aaBK  Kntiments  juit  uttered  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 
He  had  denounced,  and  ever  ihnuld  denounce,  in  the 
■trongesi  terms,  those  speculators  who  attended  public 
aales  after  having  taken  down  the  numbers  of  tuts  im- 
proved by  actual  settlers,  and  bid  them  off  over  their 
head,  thus  depriving  them  of  their  homei  and  the  fruit  of 
all  their  toil.] 

Mr.  Ewiaa.  I  referred  to  Ihe  Senator  from  Miisii- 
lippi  who  has  juit  taken  his  seat,  and  also  to  othen  who, 
in  both  branehei  of  Congress,  habitually  use  the  same 
course  of  remark.  But  1  accept  the  explanation  with 
pleaiure,  and  regret  that  absence  from  the  Senate  pre- 


vented my  hearing  the  Senator's  prindpal  ipeeeh  on  thb 
subject,  and  that  a  pressure  buaineis  ainee  my  return 
has  not  allowed  me  time  to  read  his  report  accompany- 
ing this  bill.  My  remarks,  so  far  ai  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  is  concerned,  applied  to  several  short  speeches 
of  bis  on  incidental  questions  touching  the  bill,  which 
have  arisen  within  a  few  days  past.  But  I  cannot  concur 
with  him  in  the  d'atinction  which  he  driwa  between 
those  who  purchaae  occupied  and  unoccupied  landi  of 
the  United  States.  When  all  are  ofTered  in  open  mar- 
ket fairly  for  salei  when  all  who  desire  to  bid  are  in< 
vited  by  law  to  become  bidders^  I  cannot  recognise  the 
right  of  any  individual  to  press  forward  upon  a  choice 
piece  of  the  public  land,  before  the  lalr,  against  law. 
Nor  can  I  admit  that,  by  lo  doing,  he  makes  the  lawful 
purchaser  amenable  to  censure,  any  where,  for  purcha- 
sing according  to  law.  The  proposition  ii  monitrous  in 
itaelf,  and  it  must'  be  a  diseased  itate  of  public  morab 
that  oan  hold  it  for  a  moment  either  reaaonable  or  just. 
My  guide  on  this  subject  is  the  law — those  who  purchase 
according  to  its  letter  and  its  spirit,  and  who  neither 
break  through  nor  evade  its  provisions,  no  matter  how 
much  or  how  little  they  may  buy,  and  no  matter  who 
may  have  intruded  upon  the  land  before  the  purchase,  ( 
hold  them  in  that  matter  blameleasi  and,  ai  far  as  my  in. 
formation  goes,  in  nearly  all  the  cases  in  which  oeeupied 
land  ii  purehaied  the  squatter  is  paid  many  timea  over 
the  value  of  hii  improvements)  and  often  permitted  to 
remain  and  enjoy  them. 

The  salea  of  land  in  large  quantities  to  Urge  capital- 
ist*, as  a  matter  of  public  policy,  is  liable  to  some  objec- 
tions, though  it  produces  good  aa  well  as  evil  conse- 
quences. The  evil  is  sufficiently  obvious,  and  being  a 
very  happy  subject  for  popular  declamation.  It  bai  been 
reiterated,  I  know  not  ha^  of^en,  alrnidy  in  this  debate. 
That  which  occurs  to  me  ai  nibstantiBf,  and  which  we 
can  obviate  by  legia'ation,  without  producing  other  and 
worse  mischief,  are,  the  entries,  hy  an  individual  or  com- 
pany, of  jnany  small  tracts,  aa  of  forty  or  eighty  acres 
in  commanding  points,  all  over  the  country,  or  what  is 
called  dotting,  thereby  compelling  purchasers  of  the 
neighboring  tracts  to  pay  enormous  prices  for  such  choice 
Bpotai  but  it  will  be  seen  that  this  bill,  lo  far  from  rem- 
edying  that  evil,  makei  it  infinitely  wone.  N»  man  can 
now  enter  more  than  two  forty-acre  tncti^  ud  one  of 
those  subject  to  certain  conditions — proximity  to  his 
farmt  but  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law  in  its  present  shape, 
he  may  enter  no  less  than  thirty-two  of  those  small 
tracts,  and  he  may  select  them  any  where  on  the  public 
lands  between  the  northern  eitremity  of  Wisconsin  and 
the  southern  cape  of  Florida.  The  entries  of  large 
tracts  by  great  capitalists,  with  a  view  toenhanee  their 
value  by  great  and  important  improreawnta,  luch  as 
railroads,  canals^  harbors,  jiities,  have  pradueed,  and 
are  producing,  the  most  important  advantage!  to  the 
districts  of  country  in  which  they  are  situated.  Look  at 
(he  southern  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  whole  coast 
of  Lake  Michigan,  and  see  the  towns  and  cities  which 
arc  rising  up  on  their  borders,  under  Ihe  fostering  care 
of  capital  and  intelligence,  and  you  will  see  at  once  the 
full  strength  of  this  position.  The  icatterred  resources 
of  a  thousand  individuals,  who  ahould  have  purchased 
each  hia  quarter  aection  of  land  in  the  neighborhood, 
could  not  have  produced  such  mighty  results  in  half  a 
century  aa  hare  been  brought  about  in  a  few  years  by 
the  investment  of  accumulated  capital.  It  has  facilita- 
ted migratioD  by  the  establishment  of  lines  of  steam- 
boats  between  the  cities  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the 
lake  and  those  remote  western  points  which  a  few  yean 
ago  were  a  wildernesi.  It  bii  opened  harbors,  drained 
awamps,  built  wharves,  and  erected  wareliouaei,  trana- 
ferring  the  business  and  bustle  and  comfort  and  lotelli- 
gcnee  of  an  old  and  cultivated  Mmmunity  into  the  very 
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Iieart  of  our  remote  We&lern  Xoi^b'*-  Purtunes,  per* 
lupi,  are  made  or  augmented  by  it,  but  U  is  we)).  The 
value  or  land  ia  enhanced  f^really  all  around  theae  select, 
etl  epola,  but  (his  also  is  well;  it  ia  a  just  reward  of  enter- 
priae  and  public  spirit,  and  it  injurea  no  one,  for  the 
bnud  prariea  of  the  interior  are  attU  open  to  tlie  grazier, 
and  (lie  plains  and  woodlanda  to  ibe  fanner^  at  the  Gov- 
ernment price,  and  a  nearer  and  more  extensive  market  ia 
open  to  him  in  the  new  and  flourWhing  ciiiet  which  arise 
on  these  choice  selected  spots.  I  aTi  not,  therefore,  pre- 
pared  to  condemn,  even  as  a  matter  of  public  policy, 
the  countenance  which  our  present  laws  give  to  this 
kiiKi  of  investment  by  the  capitalist.  Much  less  am  [ 
disposed  (o  join  in  the  denunciation  of  those  who,  under 
and  pursuant  to  our  laws,  adopt  this  moile  uf  investing 
their  surphis  capital.  Gentlemen  even  here  are  perhaps 
loo  much  in  the  habit  of  addressing;  tbemaclves  to  the 
lowest  paasions  of  the  lowest  portion  of  aociety,  and, 
while  they- themselves  are  ipisatiale  in  their  thirst  for 
ricSes,  speak  of  poverty  as  if  it  were  a  merit,  a  good 
thing  in  itself — and  weahh,  or  even  competency,  as  if 
it  were  a  crime.  I,  fur  one,  unite  in  nothing  of  ihis 
feeling  or  cxpressiont  if  a  young  man  shows  himself 
industrious,  enterpriaing,  and  intelli^nt,  and  bids  fitir 
to  rise  in  ihe  world  by  these  q-iatitiea,  I  am  not  pre. 
pared,  as  a  statesman,  to  tell  him  that  the  moment 
he  has  risen  he  will  have  lost  his  claim  to  the  sfTec. 
tions  of  his  country  and  the  respect  and  regjird  of 
its  rulers.  And  in  our  country,  where  industry,  so- 
briety, and  pru.lenee,  will  in  almost  all  cases  raise  a  man 
t<»  competence,  I  do  not  think  that  mere  poverty,  too 
often  the  reautt  of  indolence  and  intemperancr,  is  of  it> 
self  sufficient  to  entitle  the  tndtvtduiil  to  our  special  Hf- 
fecttons  and  regard.  In  my  opinion,  poverty  and  wealih 
are,  or  ought  to  be,  out  of  the  question.  I  esteem  a 
man  none  the  more  and  none  the  less  for  being  pour  or 
rich)  and  In  legislation  I  know  not  how  we  can  discrim- 
inate between  American  citizens  according  to  their  prop- 
erty. And  I  contend,  and  am  prepared  to  defend  the 
prnposilion,  that  the  m«n  whom  industry,  tempi^rance, 
and  intellect,  have  enabird  to  acquire  a  competence,  is 
as  meritorious  as  one  whom  indolence,  intemperance,  and 
imprudence,  have  kept  poor. 

I  therefore  put  out  of  the  question  all  that  has  been 
said  about  and  against  capitalists  and  speculators.  I  join' 
in  the  demmcitiiion  of  no  class  of  our  fellow-citixci^s  who 
pursue  a  business  which  Ihe  law  authorizest  and  I  do 
not  make,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  make,  any  efforts  to  put 
them  down.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  will  not  consent 
to  pass  any  law  which  shall  operate  against  the  mass  of 
Ihe  community— <igunat  the  imall  capilaliit,  the  ftrmer, 
the  mechanic,  the  laborer — for  the  special  beoeiit  of  any 
class  of  Bppcuhtors,  however  great  their  power  or  dem- 
ocratic their  professions!  »>d  I  believe  it,  that  many  of 
the  executive  officera,  aome  of  the  very  highest,  next  to 
the  President  himself,  are  deeply  concerned  in  these 
l;tnd  speculations.  It  is  also  said,  and  1  belk-ve  it,  that 
some  in  thia  ciiamber  and  in  the  other  House  are  also 
members  of  iheae  large  joint  atock  cnmpanies,  which 
have  purchased  to  an  immense  amount.  1  charge  no 
one  in  particular,  nor  do  I  present  it  u  a  matter  of 
chargei  but  I  name  it  to  caution  gentlemen  who  are  so 
engaged  anil  so  interested,  that  they  do  not  permit  their 
private  interest,  unawarea  to  themselves,  to  glide  in  and 
.  mingle  with  the  performance  of  a  public  trust.  How 
can  those  who  are  so  engaged,  and  who  have  so  pur* 
chased  to  the  full  extent  of  all  their  available  meana, 
how  can  thejr  now,  as  lawgivers,  say  to  the  rest  of  the 
cnmnHinily,  you  shall  not  purchaae — the  public  sates 
riiall  be  closed  against  you— and  if  you  wish  to  buy,  come 
to  US;  we  have  land  to  sell  in  abundance,  and  we  will 
sell  it  to  all  who  will  pay  for  it,  without  discrimination, 
attd  wh  acll  it  embarraased  by  no  troublesome  conditions? 


Gentlemen,  It  is  true,  could  not  be  operated  upon  by 
motives  of  thia  kind,  but  it  were  well  -to  avmd  tbe 
sppearance  of  evil;  and  as  this  bill  will,  if  it  become  a 
law,  have  the  direct  effect  of  driving  purchasers  from 
the  Government  to  the  speculator,  and  as  it  ii  to  contin- 
dc  in  force  about  long  enough  to  enable  these  large 
companies  to  make  sale  of  tlie  twenty  millions  of  acrea 
which  they  have  now  on  band,  the  public  will  attribute 
to  them  this,  aa  one  of  the  motives  which  induced  the 
passage  of  the  act.  They  will  be  the  more  inclined  to 
think  BO,  as  this  act  is  not,  and  they  will  see  that  it  is 
not,  what  it  is  pretended  to  be.  It  is  not  a  bill  to  con- 
firm the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers;  and 
an  amendment  which  would  produce  thai  eff'ect,  laid  on 
the  table  by  myself,  (not  offered,  for  I  could  not  sup- 
port  any  propiisitSon  which  would  deny  to  my  fellow- 
citizt;ns  the  right  of  purchasing  lands  to  settle  their 
children)— an  amendment  which  would  have-  produced 
that  tllect,  met  with  the  univerBsI  disapprobation  of  tbe 
friends  of  thia  bill.  I'his  bill,  therefore,  is  not,  and  ihe 
penple  willjiee  that  it  is  not,  what  it  purports  to  be; 
and  its  effect,  which  is  the  important  matter,  will  be  to 
raise  at  once  some  fifty  or  a  hundred  per  cent,  the  pnce 
of  Ihe  landa  already  in  the  hands  of  tbe  large  specula- 
tors, of  whom  the  lawgivers,  who  arc  about  to  pass  this 
bill,  form  a  very  respectable  part,  and  whose  friends  in 
the  executive  Departments  form  anotber  p<»lion  nut 
less  large  and  respectable.  If  this  law  *  member 
of  one  of  those  companies,  whose  pron's  would  have 
been  confined  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  will 
pocket  his  two  hundred  thousand.  For  this  it  will  be 
said  he  may  very  well  break  out  in  terms  of  patriotic  in- 
dignation against  speculators  and  capitalists,  and  he  may 
overflow  with  sympathy  for  the  poor  man.  But  tbe 
churlish  and  ill-natured  will  aver  that  the  members  of 
the  legislative  and  of  tbe  executive  Depsrtments,  who 
hold  the  key  in  their  hands,  have  fed  until  they  were  full 
gorged  with  these  dainties,  and  then  locked  the  closet, 
that  no  one  else  might  break  in  until  they  w«re  ready 
themselves  to  reiurn  and  renew  the  feast. 

I  hsve  said  that  the  amount  of  land  in  the  hands  of 
speculators  is  about  twenty  millions  of  acres;  this,  in 
round  numbers,  is  very  near  Ihe  quantity.  In  a  report 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  present  last  year,  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Ijmds,  1  eatimated  the  quantity 
wanted  for  actual  occupation  at  eight  millions  i.f  acrea 
yearly.  This  was  then  thought  too  high,  but  time  will 
verily  its  accuracy.  Year  before  last  Ihe  sales  amount- 
ed to  about  thirteen  millions  of  acrea.  Thia  year  they 
amounted  to  more  than  twenty  millionst  which,  taking 
my  estimate  of  what  is  wanted  for  aettlement  as  coirect, 
(and  every  one  admits  it  is  high  enough,)  it  will  leave 
in  the  hands  of  speculatora  from  sixteen  to  twenty  mil- 
linns  of  the  purdiasea  of  those  two  years.  The  whole  ag- 
gregate is  low  enough  at  twenty  millions.  This  immense 
investment,  amounting  in  cash  (if  we  include  all  expen- 
ses) to  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  hu  more  than  exhaust- 
ed all  the  capital  that  can  be  turned  from  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  country  to  this  object.  I'hose  wlio  hold 
public  stations  and  command  political  influence,  or  whose 
friends  command  it,  have  become  borrowers  to  an  im- 
mense amount  of  the  public  money  from  the  deposite 
banks;  and  the  depovite  bill  of  the  last  year  cut  off  the 
sources  of  their  supply,  and  compels  them  to  pour  back 
into  the  fountain  from  which  it  was  drawn  a  portion  of 
their  borrowed  treasure.  This  state  of  things  lends  to 
make  this  business,  pushed  aait  has  been  to  an  unrea- 
Sf>nable  extent,  a  precarious  if  not  a  losing  businesi^  un- 
less the  Legislature  come  to  the  relief  of  these  borrow- 
ers of  the  public  money.  Gentlemen  may  say  what  they 
please  about  these  persons,  if  they  will  only  aid  them  by 
a  law  such  as  this.  If  they  will  but  encumber  the  con- 
ditions of  the  sales  of  public  land  to  bontst  and  lair  pur- 
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ehtitr*)  wo  thit  ihtj  nnnot  buy  of  Govtvnment,  but 
iDBjr  be  compelled  to  buy  of  the  specuhtor,  Uiom  who 
h»Te  ^ne  farthest  in  proportion  to  iheir  r*«ourc«,  and 
■re  compelied  to  sell,  wHI  ibank  you  Tor  your  hard  names 
ftnd  good  giflt.  And  they  have  no  reason  to  complain 
of  unkindneaa;  the  Treaaury  order  did  much  Tor  them, 
bat  that  cannot  endure  longj  the  public  exclaim  with  one 
voice  aiphut  it,  and  it  must  go  down.  But  this  bill, 
vriiieh  better  effects  the  same  object,  b  to  be  first  substi- 
tuted in  its  stead.  I  see,  however,  by  indications  here, 
that  «e  shall  not  touch  the  bill  rescinding  (he  Treasury 
circular  in  time  for  it  to  be  taken  up  in  the  other  House 
and  passed  into  a  law.  It  will  not  do  to  keep  up  that 
wderto  oppress  the  country,  for  the  people  will  not 
mdnre  it  long.  It  is  to  be  resoinded,  but  not  by  an  act 
of  Congress.  We  shall  pais  such  act  through  this 
branch  near  the  close  of  the  sessiont  it  will  be  lost  in  the 
other  House  for  want  of  time;  and  thus  it  will  be  reserved 
until  after  the  4th  of  March,  that  its  Bnalrecision  may  be 
m  feaUier  in  the  cap  of  the  new  administration.  I  Infer 
this  from  the  fact  that  this  bill,  for  which  the  people  do 
not  call,  is  pressed  In  advance  of  the  bill  to  rescind  the 
Treasury  order.  And  when  I  moved  the  olhtr  day  to 
take  op  that  bill,  I  received  a  most  Kgni6cant  intimation, 
from  a  gentleman  whose  word  ts  law  here,  that  I  might 
■pare  my  efforti,  forlhey  were  useless;  and  it  proved  so — 
tbe  party  refused  to  lake  up  the  bill. 

Having  considered  some  nutters  which  touch  this  bill 
collaterally,  and  which,  if  it  pass,  will  really  have  mure 
influence  on  its  passage  than  any  intrinsic  merit  which  it 
possesses,  I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  some  of  the 
provinons  of  the  bill  itself,  and  show  how  far  forth  it  is 
likely  to  effect  its  professed  objects.  It  proposes  to  lim- 
it the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers,  and  that 
in  small  quantities.  The  requirements  of  the  bill  in  that 
respect  are,  Ist,  no  man  may  enter  under  one  of  the  sec- 
tions of  this  bill  more  than  1,380  acres  of  land;  but  in  an- 
other part  of  the  bill  he  is  vtry  generously  allowed  640 
«cres  more  if  he  want  it,  to  eke  out  his  farm)  so  he  may 
purchase  1,930  acres;  and  this  is  what  is  called  **sm>tl 
quantities."  Tbe  settlement  provision  requires  that  the 
purchaser  should  reside  on  the  land  or  some  part  of  it 
one  year,  «r— not  and — or  clrar  and  cultivate  one  lentb 
part  of  it  within  five  years.  Now,  the  clearing,  where 
one  tenth  part  of  the  tract  is  open  prairie  land,  is  not  a 
matter  of  much  difHculty  or  hardship,  it  requires  only 
the  burning  off  the  grass  in  November,  and  that  work  is 
done.  Then  the  cultivation;  what  is  that,  and  how  is  it 
defined^  Is  it  the  passing  a  harrow  over  the  ground, 
and  lowing  tame  grass  seed  on  it?  Is  it  running  a  few 
furrows  aeroaa  a  tract  of  one  or  two  hundred  acres,  and 
planting  com.rows  upon  it,  with  the  hills  a  Iiutidred 
yards  apartf  It  is  not  to  be  cultivated  wet),  but  merely 
Gultivaied,  and  the  fact  of  coitlration  to  be  settled  by 
those  who  make  the  affidavit  before  the  register  and  re- 
i^iver,  in  order  to  perfect  the  title,  'fhose,  then,  who 
live  upon  the  spot,  and  who  understand  itj  would  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  put  up  a  log  cabin,  which  would 
eott  five  or  ten  dollars,  bum  the  grass  off  of  21/0  acres 
of  prairie,  and  run  a  plough  or  harrow  a  few  times  across, 
end  low  or  plant  a  little  grass  seed  or  a  few  hills  of  corn, 
and  tbe  condition  of  the  Uw  requiring  "actual  settle- 
ment" is  complied  with.  The  affidavit  is  made,  and  tlie 
patent  obtained.  This  bill  leaves  the  fact  of  clearing 
and  cultivation  to  the  sound  discretion  and  clear  con- 
science of  tbe  affidavit  man,  who  is  to  swear  to  it;  and  if 
there  be  any  other  regulation  or  restriction,  I  am  not  ad- 
vised of  it.  We  have  a  Committee  on  Agriculture,  it  is 
true,  of  which  my  honoiable  friend  from  Kentucky  near 
me  is  a  member,  though  not  of  high  rank,  last  1  believe. 
[Mr.  Clat:  last,  but  not  least."  A  laugh.]  Tbid  com- 
mittee, however,  has  not  yet  repotted  whatshall  amount 
to  cultivation,  f  nd  I  presume  it  is  not  tbe  purpose  of  the 


chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa  to  refer  this 
bill  to  them  for  Uieir  opinion.  Now,  my  constituents 
who  reside  at  a  distance  from  the  public  land«,  and  who 
do  nnt  understand  this  mode  of  becoming  *' actual  set- 
tlers" and  of  "  clearing  and  cultivating  land,"  would  be 
unable  (o  purchase  of  the  Qovernment  at  all,  and  would 
be  driven  to  buy  second  hand  of  those  who  understood 
the  matter  belter,  or  of  the  apecuUtort  who  bare  already 
on  hand  large  quantities  for  tale.  Gentlemen  who  ad- 
vocate this  bill  see  in  it  a  remedy  for  many  great  pofiti- 
cal  and  moral  evils;  among  others,  it  is  to  destroy  or  pre- 
vent that  dreadful  scourge,  "  a  surplus  and  diBfribution," 
for  which  they  evince  such  a  holy  horror.  This  surplus 
was  a  very  good  thing  so  long  as  it  remained  in  (be  de- 
poiite  banks,  and  was  by  them  lent  out  to  those  who 
wiriifd  to  purchase  public  land  *'in  limited  quantitiea" — 
such,  for  example,  as  half  a  million  of  acres  to  a  single 
company;  but  when  you  come  to  distribute,  or  rather 
deposite  in  the  State  treasuries,  then  it  carries  with  it  all 
sorts  of  political  iniquity  and  corruption;  it  is  every  thing 
(hat  is  monstrous,  no  republican  can  bear  it,  and  thta  bill 
is  to  put  an  end  to  the  mifichief;  and  this  money,  which, 
if  distributed,  would  corrupt  (he  whole  nation,  can  he 
safely  trusted  with  the  gen(lemen  and  their  constituents, 
without  any  danger  of  corrupting  (hem.  Let  us,  tay  they, 
be  the  exclusive  purcbaicra  of  the  public  land;  we  wdl 
not  take  much  of  it,  but  we  want  it  cheap;  but  save  us 
from  competition!  l>o  not  permit  (he  Ohio  and  Penn- 
sylvania farmers,  rough,  rude  fellows  as  (hey  are,  to 
come  to  (he  sales  with  their  little  walleti  of  ca»h,  and  bid 
against  us — us,  anti-monopolists — or  enter  (he  land  that 
we  want,  while  we  are  wailing  (o  raise  funds  to  secure 
itt  withdraw  all  this  provoking  competition,  pass  this  bill, 
and  make  it  unlawful  for  any  man  living  in  one  of  tbe  old 
States  to  come  (o  the  new  to  purchase  Government  lands, 
and  we  will  let  the  tariff  alone,  we  will  adhere  to  the 
compromise  and  hold  it  sacred,  and  we  will  also  save 
you  from  (he  inconvenience  of  a  surplus  and  the  perils  of 
distribution.  Some  of  these  gentlemen  reason  with  us 
mildly,  others  declaim  with  oratorical  vchemencf .  Why, 
say  they,  should  you  collect  money  from  tbe  people, 
which  you  do  not  wuit,  merely  to  distribute  it  among ' 
(hemuain?  And  when  weanswer  that  it  ariaea  out  of  the 
sale  oflbe  national  domain,  that  we  must  receive  or  slop 
these  sales,  and  when  received  we  must  preserve  it  in 
such  manner  as  to  render  the  most  service  to  the  whole 
country,  they  offer  to  relieve  us  of  all  this  inconveni- 
ence by  keeping  the  public  land  snd  the  profits  on  it 
themselves;  thus  lightening  the  public  burdens  by  [hh- 
sess'ng  themselves  of  the  public  property.  You  have, 
say  they,  a  great  quantity  of  excellent  land,  which  is  a 
very  great  trouble  to  yout  we  atwl  our  constituents  will 
relieve  you  of  it  at  once;  but  do  not  let  the  people  of 
(he  old  States  have  it,  or  any  part  or  lot  in  it;  Ihey  are 
speculators,  and  they  will  fill  your  Treasury  with  money, 
which  you  know  is  a  very  troublesome  thing.  We  who 
are  not  speculators,  hut  who  know  how  to  make  money 
by  dealing  in  bnd,  will  take  it  without  embarrassing  you 
with  any  thing  that  will  burden  your  Treasury. 

These  land»,  which  gentlemen  ask,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  their  constituents,  the  exclusive  privilege 
of  purchasing  at  the  minimum  price  of  $1  35  per 
acre,  ace  worth,  by  their  own  showing,  from  $5  tu 
$40  per  acre.  There  are  yet  undisposed  of  about 
one  thousand  millions  of  acres — nut  all  of  such  great 
value,  but  worth,  nevertheless,  more  than  one  thousand 
niitliona  of  dollars.  Pass  this  bill,  and  follow  it  up,  as 
you  are  certain  to  do  if  you  once  make  (he  commence- 
ment, and  there  will  be  fortunea  made  under  it,  such  as 
no  crowned  head  in  Europe  can  boast;  Croesus  was  a 
beggar  compared  wii'n  the  industrious  and  unscrupulous 
speculator  under  this  bill.  Gentlemen  before  whose  ej  es 
these  golden  visions  flit  bate  evcfy  thing  they  ought  to 
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hktr,  to  induce  other  nntlemen  to  support  their  Tarorite 
nieisure:  they  hate  the  tu'iff,  but  they  will  vndure  itt 
they  do  not  like  ifae  compromitet  but  they  will  tdhere 
to  it,  if  this  bill  can  be  paiBed  .to  ease  the  Treaaury  of  ita 
cash,  and  relieve  the  people  of  their  burdens.  The 

fiublic  lands — an  unconstitutional  surrender  of  the  pub- 
ic lands — IB  the  only  thing  that  can  reconcile  or  pacify 
them. 

Pacific  at  I  am  inclined  to  be,  and  much  as  gentlemen 
hare  operated  on  the  easiness  of  my  disposition,  and 
greatly  as  they  have  alarmed  my  fears,  I  am  not  yet 
aisposed  to  make  them  thta  large  peace-offering,  until 
lam  assure^  that  ve  have  the  constitutional  power  to 
do  it|  I  want  to  see  our  authority,  and  I  would  like,  fur- 
ther, to  know  that  we  can  do  it  and  be  Just.  This  public 
domain  is  a  fund  placed  under  the  guardianship  of  Con- 
greaa  by  a  compact  prior  to  the  constitution,  and  which 
ii  recogniaed  and  made  obligatory  by  that  sacred  instru- 
ment. And  Congress  is  bound,  by  that  compact,  to 
dispose  of  it  bonafide  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States, 
members  of  this  conredertcy,  according  to  their  pro- 

gortioas  of  representative  population.  And  it  ought  to 
e  ao,  for  it  was  bought  with  the  common  blood  and 
common  treasure  of  the  people  of  all  the  States,  old  as 
well  as  newt  for  1  acknowledge  no  pre-eminence  in  fa- 
vor of  the  old  States.  Our  common  ancestors  fought  on 
their  soil  for  our  freedomj  and  they  (the  small  remnant 
of  them)  and  their  descendants  (now  a  mighty  people) 
are  spread  over  our  whole  vaat  territory)  and  wbereso* 
ever  they  are,  they  inherit  the  glory  as  well  as  the 
rights  of  their  fathers.. 

These  public  landji,  then,  are  tn  be  disposed  of  bona* 
fide  for  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  States.  The  fund, 
of  which  we  are  thus  made  the  trustee,  ia  immense — 
worth  not  less  than  one  thousand  millions  of  dollars: 
this  is  now  admittedf  though  a  few  years  ago,  when  the 
estimate  uf  ita  value  waa  made  by  my  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Cur,]  it  was  scouted  by  gentlemen  who 
then  wanted  to  get  the  land,  not  because  it  waa  over- 
flowing our  Treasury  with  money,  btlt  because  this  land 
waa  not  worth  surveying  and  selling.  Gentlemen,  it  is 
true,  do  not  now  ask  it  as  a  giO,  but  they  admit  tbe 
choice  tracts  to  be  Worth  from  $\5  to  |40  per  acre.  And 
they  aak  us  to  withdraw  from  them  all  competition  at 
public  and  at  private  sales,  to  give  pre  emptiona  to 
thoae  who  shall  intrude  on  the  land,  and  thus  secure  it 
to  them  at  $1  35  per  acre.  They  only  ask  us  to  give 
them  from  about  f  U  lo  $59  an  acre  on  all  the  choice 
land  of  tbe  United  States  that  remains  lo  be  sold.  These 
demands,  it  must  be  admitted,  are  moderate,  especially 
when  addressed  to  a  trustee  who  is  bouad  to  administer 
the  fund  bonafide  for  the  equal  benefit  of  all  who  have 
an  interest  in  it.  The  privilege,  therefore,  which  these 
gentlemen  ask  for  their  constituents,  or  those  who  shall 
become  so,  is  a  donation,  and  a  very  large  one.  It  is 
•gainst  common  right,  and  it  promotes  no  meritorious 
object  whatever.  Suppose  it  to  induce  emigration:  is 
that  desirable  to  a  greater  extent  tl»n  is  now  going  an! 
Should  it  be  tbe  object  or  is  it  the  interest  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  a  whole,  to  induce  by  bounties  the  citizens 
of  the  old  States,  on  or  near  the  seacoast,  to  abandon 
their  farms  and  their  homes,  and  migrate  to  the  West? 

The  hat  census  shows  that  the  older  portions  of  the 
old  Stttes  are  in  fact  depopulating*  From  the  year 
1830  fo  1830,  Virginia,  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  lost  about 
100,000  of  its  population.  The  aame  waa  the  case, 
though  in  a  less  degree,  with  several  extensive  districts 
in  others  of  the  old  States.  Now,  1  make  no  objection 
to  this;  bHt  I  do  not  think  it  a  desirable  state  of  things. 
It  is  enough  for  u»,  in  the  West,  if  we  receive  the  nat- 
ural increase  of  the  population  of  the  old  Stalest  and  it 
is  enough  for  them  if  ilieir  increased  population  fields  an 
easy  access  to  oar  freih  bnd^  and  a  cheap  home  wheo 


ihey  come  among  us.  Tt  is  not  wise,  nor  is  it  necessary, 
to  give  new  bounties  for  emigraliont  nor  have  we  a 
right  to  do  it.  Suppose  the  bounty  to  emigrants  pro- 
posed in  this  bill  were  to  be  paid  in  money  out  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  btnds  were  sold  in  fair  and  open 
market  to  raise  the  mtmey,  would  any  gentleman  from 
the  old  States,  having  the  leaat  regard  for  the  rights 
and  interests  of  his  own  constituents,  consent  to  it,  or 
even  entertain  tbe  proposition  for  a  moment?  1  think 
not.  And  where  is  the  difference?  It  is  the  same  thing 
in  substance  and  effect:  tbe  mode  of  bringing  it  about 
gives  it  a  different  upect. 

Having  considered  the  general  objects  of  tbe  bill, 
both  as  expressed  and  as  professed  by  its  advocates,  I 
will  now  examine  some  of  its  provisions,  and  endeavor 
to  show  how  those  objects  are  lo  be  carried  into  effect. 
The  bill  is  entitled  and  professes  to  be  "A  bill  to  limit 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlerst"  but  I 
have  said  it  is  in  fact  no  such  thing.  I  call  tlie  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  its  provisions.  Who  may  enter  land 
under  it'  Any  one-man  or  vomtn,  buaband  or  wife, 
or  both,  without  any  evidence  of  residence,  or  of  any 
declaration  of  intent  to  reside  upon  it.  All  they  have 
to  do  is  to  swear  that  they  enter  it  for  their  own  use, 
and  not  for  the  purpose  of  speculation.  Here  is  the  in- 
itiation of  the  title.  And  how  much  land  may  be  entered 
by  making  this  oath,  and  under  this  particular  section  of 
the  bill?  The  husband  may  enter  1,240  acres,  the  wife 
1,340,  the  son  and  daughter,  over  eighteen  years  of 
age,  1,240  acres  each— nnaking  in  all,  for  an  ordinanr 
family  of  four  persons,  4^960  acresi  and  this  may  be  alt 
entered  in  tracts  of  40  acres  each,  making  138  traeU 
that  a  aingle  family,  such  as  I  have  described,  may  enter, 
on  this  "actual  settlement"  principlet  snd  these  128 
tracts  may  be  dotted  over  all  the  public  lands  in  the 
United  States,  occupying  all  the  must  commanding  po- 
sitions in  the  country.  They  may  take  your  woodland 
in  a  prairie  region,  your  springs  and  brooks  in  a  country 
wbetv  water  ia  scarce,  and  your  coal  banka  and  quirries 
where  fuel  and  stone  are  vahiablr.  Having  thus  swoni 
and  made  the  entry,  and  obtained  the  certificate,  tbe 
next  step  to  procure  a  title  is  to  reside  on  some  part  of 
the  land  one  year  within  the  first  fivei  it  must  not  be  a 
continuous  residence,  but  one  year  in  all;  or,  erect  a 
dwelling-house,  clear  and  cultivate,  within  the  five 
years,  one  tenth  part  of  the  wholet  that  is  to  say,  select 
m  the  entry  somewhere  one  tenth  part  of  your  purchaaes 
in  a,  dry  prairie,  which  will  burn  over  in  October  or 
November.  This  burning  ii  a  compliance  with  the  first 
requisition,  tlut  "lo  clear."  The  next  is  •*  tocuUivatei" 
and  that  can  be  done,  as  I  have  already  shown,  in  a  most 
compendious  manner.  A  few  bushels  of  grass  seed,  and 
one  man,  two  horses  and  a  harrow,  for  a  month  or  two, 
are  sufficient  to  make  the  "cullivationt"  for  it  baa  only 
to  be  sworn  to  ^nerally  as  "cultivation*' — tbe  mode  and 
manner  of  it  bemg  in  no  wise  designated. 

The  next  step  to  be  taken  to  procure  a  title  is  to 
<■  swear"  again,  or  to  produce  the  affidaviu  of  those  who 
will  swear — swear  to  residence,  or  swear  lo  the  erection 
of  a  dwelling-house,  and  swear  to  the  clearing  and  cul- 
tivation of  the  one  tenth  part  in  five  years.  "  Our  army 
swore  terribly  in  Flanders,"  said  Corporal  Trim. 

But  the  person  making  an  entnr  of  the  public  lands 
must  swear  that  he  enters  it,  not  m  trust  fur  any  other 
person,  but  for  himself  or  herself  only.  This  provision 
prevents  the  father  from  entering  in  behalf  of  his  child, 
the  guardian  for  his  ward,  or  the  trustee  of  a  will  in  be- 
half of  the  widow  or  orphan  deviseeSf  it  prevents,  also, 
an  entry  in  execution  of  a  charily.  All  open,  honest 
trusts,  those  that  deserve  the  countenance  of  mankind 
and  the  favor  of  Government,  are  excluded  by  this  bill, 
while  every  species  of  fraudulent  and  secret  trust  will 
come  in  and  trade  its  proyiiions. 
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it  klloved  to  make  the  entry,  rauit  iwegr  that  be  enters 
for  himwlf,  and  not  in  Iruit  for  another.    Now,  luppoae 
the  afiklavit  to  be  wholly  hbe,  how  ii  it  ever  to  be 
proTcd  that  U  itao'   It  b  swearing  to  intent  merely, 
and  the  intent  at  the  time  the  oath  b  takent  and  ifaome 
«lhcr  penon,  who  fumidied  the  raon^  to  make  the 
entry,  go  oo  in  one  sHinth  after,  ami  clear  and  eultinte 
the  one  tenth  part  of  it,  and  the  patent  i«ue  at  the  end 
or  one  year,  and  the  land  is  transferred  aeeordingly,  the 
capitaTut  has  got  the  land,  and  he  insy  go  through  the 
same  process  with  hundreds,  as  far  as  his  friends  will  got 
and  where  is  your  endence  to  convict  of  perjury  or  sub- 
ornation  of  perju'yf    Tou  clearly  hare  none— the 
proof  most  eome  aome  to  the  time  or  making  the  affida- 
vitt  and  doing  of  an  act  inconsistent  with  it  afterwards 
would  ewrict  the  party  of  a  change  of  purpose,  but  not 
of  perjury.    And  alt  who  know  the  facility  with  which 
thete  ex  parte  affidavits  are  made,  where  much  money 
is  to  be  got  by  ihem,  will  agree  with  me  that  the  fear 
of  the  law  is  the  only  restraint  upon  perjury  in  cases 
like  this— conscience  is  nothing,  public  opinion  is  noth- 
ing, for  all  society  ia  placed  under  like  Icroplation,  and 
public  mofals  would,  by  reason  of  that  temptation,  be- 
come generally  vitiated.  The  man  who  would  holdout 
against  suchastate  of  thii^  would  be  considered  anenemy 
to  his  country  and  the  interests  of  it,  and  he  could  reclaim 
his  character  in  no  way  but  by  joining  iu  the  general 
plunder.   If  there  should  be  a  case  of  prosecution,  and 
•trong  proof  of  perjury,  there  could  seldom  be  a  eon- 
Tietion,  for  the  fuuntains  of  Justice  are  pnsoned  when 
the  public  morals  are  ibaa  vitiatedt  and  there  would  be 
great  danger  that  the  re^^sters  and  receivers  in  the  sev- 
eral knd  offices  would  ^oin  in  the  fraud  and  sbsre  the 
apoilri.    We  should  hesitate  long  before  we  place  be* 
fore  any  portion  of  our  community  tucli  a  temptation  lo 
rice— such  a  nst  amount  of  plunder  to  be  obtained  by 
fraud  and  crime.   There  is  a  dituse  Kveral  timea  re- 
peated in  the  bill,  and  ofeourae  Intended  to  beefficaciou^ 
which  provides^  in  substance,  that  no  legal  encumbrance 
whatever,  and  no  sale,  or  lease,  or  contract,  as  to  such 
land,  diall  be,  in  any  wise,  binding,  if  made  before  a 
patent  issues,  but  all  such  slisll  be  absolutely  null  and 
void.    Now,  whatever  might  be  the  effect  of  this  pro- 
vision in  tbe  Territories,  where  we  have  a  right  to  in- 
terfere as  a  local  Legislature,  1  hold  that  it  is  wholly  nu- 
gatory in  the  States.    If  an  individual,  have  title  cither 
crapiete  or  inchoate,  that  title  is  property,  and,  assuch, 
h  at  once  amenable  to  the  local  law,  and  mutt  be  gov- 
erned and  controlled  by  its  principles.    A  judgment 
would  bind  the  interest  when  the  local  law  should  de- 
clare judgments  binding  on  imperfect  titles.    A.  contract 
would  attach  to  it,  ami  equity  would  enforce  its  obliga- 
tions.  A  conveyance  wiib  covenants  made  prior  to  the 
isiaing  of  the  patent  would  draw  to  it  the  perfect  title 
after  the  patent  had  Issued,  upon  the  principle  either  of 
estoppel,  enurement,  or  relstion.    Gentlemen  cannot,  if 
Ibey  would,  destroy  the  application  of  these  principles  to 
effect,  or  serve  to  effect,  this  or  any  other  such  objecti 
and  it  is  well  tbst  they  cannot.    Thqr  may  provide  that 
no  patent  sbail  issue  to  an  assignee,  for,  as  the  vendors 
of  property,  we  have  a  right  to  make  what  condition  we 
please  with  the  purchaaer.    But  when  the  land  lies  in 
the  Slates,  and  we  sell  it,  we  are  vendors  only,  and  we 
cannot  accompany  our  side  with  legal  encumbrance^  or 
inununilies  inconnstent  with  the  general  principles  of 
law. 

1  would  next  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
4tli  lection  of  the  bill,  which  grants  pre-emptions  to  act- 
ual  aettlers  on  tbn  public  landsf  that  is,  it  permits  any 
one  who  shall  have  gone  in  advance  ni  the  surveys  and 
•alea^  or  even  of  the  purchase  from  tiie  Indiana^  and  in- 
truded upon  eboiee  parts  of  the  public  land,  to  prove 
that  they  have  done  so,  and  iheo  enter  the  hnd,  no  mat- 
Vol.  XIII.— 35 


54$ 


ter  how  great  may  be  its  value,  st  the  minimum  price  of 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  sere.  I  object  to 
the  principle  of  this  sectioot  and  if  the  principle  be 
adopted,  1  object  to  the  language  and  tbe  det^lj,  ae 
open  to  the  practice  of  the  most  stupendous  frauds. 

We  hsve  upon  our  statute  book,  yet  unrepealed,  an 
early  law,  punishing  intmdera  upon  tbe  public  laadih 
That  law  directs  that  the  marshal  of  the  district  shall  re- 
move those  who  intrude  against  law  on  the  public  land, 
and  that  a  fine  shall  be  assessed  upon  them,  on  convtctioa 
in  the  district  courts  of  the  United  Ststes.  Nor  has  this 
law  become  obwiete.  It  was  recognised  and  its  provis- 
ions extended  in  1833i  and  it  is  now  in  full  force,  and  as 
familiarly  known  as  any  other  of  the  laws  flf  the  land.  I 
ob^ct,  therefore,  in  principle,  to  giving  an  important 
privilege,  a  great  pecuniary  advantage,  to  a  clasa  ofin- 
dividuals,  merely  because  they  have  violated  tbe  laws. 
That  statute,  if  it  be  unwise  or  unjust,  should  be  repealed 
before  any  rights  are  permitted  to  accrue  by  IntruMOn 
on  or  over  portions  of  the  public  lands. 

But,  sir,  that  law  is  a  necesssry  and  proper  law— 
ought  lo  remain,  and  Its  provisions  ou^t  to  be  regarded 
and  enforced.   It  was  enacted  to  prevent  the  intrurioai 
of  the  whiles  upon  the  Indian  land^  and  to  avoid  tbn 
fraud,  imposition,  and  oppression  which  is  tbe  conse- 
quence of  such  inirusiont  and,  further,  to  prevent  a  poa> 
session  in  advance  of  the  sales,  which  would  encumber 
the  lands,  and  operate  lb  tbe  injury  of  the  purchaser. 
We  hare  recently  seen  enough.  In  our  own  times^  to 
■stisfyusofthe  wisdom  and  foresight  €>f  our  predccesaora. 
Whence  arose  your  Black  Hawk  war  in  tbe  Northwcfr, 
which  cost  some  livet  and  icveinl  milliom  of  money,  but 
from  the  baste  of  a  horde  of  greedy  speculatws  to  poa- 
sees  themselves  of  the  fine  lands  belonging  to  the  Sao 
and  Fox  Indians  at  the  Prairie  du  Ch'tenr  Whence  yoiir 
threatened  Creek  war?   Whence  your  actual  war  in 
Florida,  now  raging,  and  which  has  cost  already  so  many 
valoable  lives,  and  which  has  cost  and  will  cost  more 
than  twenty  millions  of  treasure  before  it  is  qudlcd,  ex- 
cept from  the  avarice,  and  pride,  and  oppresuon,  of  tbeso 
intruders  upon  the  public  land  and  the  Indian  propertyf 
If  the  laws  of  the  United  States  bad  been  enf  orced,  if 
this  breach  had  been  punislied  instead  of  beii^  rewarded, 
we  should  bare  esraped  all  this,  with  its  attendant  train 
of  misery  to  individuals  and  mortiflcation  to  a  people. 
.  But  if  no  evils  arose  from  this  contemplated  law  except 
those  which  fallontheindividualsthemselveswhoseekto 
tske  advantage  of  it,  it  would  be  enough  to  decide  us  at 
once  against  its  policy.  ThMC  who  framed  it  must  have 
been  aware  of  its  tendency,  and  aware  also  that  that 
tendency  would  be  obvious,  if  tbe  bill  bad,  in  form,  the 
provisions  which  It  is  intended  to  have,  and' which.  If  it 
pass,  it  must  have,  in  effect.    The  right  of  pre-emption 
is  by  the  bill  limited  to  tboie  who  have  oecnpied,  and 
does  not  extend  in  terms  to  those  who  riiall  herMher 
occupy,  the  public  lands.   This  is  the  form  of  the  billi 
but  the  effect  is  to  )pve  the  right  to  all  future  occupants. 
For  this  messure  is  even  now  urged,  on  the  ground  tt»t 
we  hare  held  out  encouragement  to  settlers  by  former 
pre-emption  Iswsi  that,  under  the  provisions  of  those  laws^ 
past  settlers  had  been  protected,  and  that  those  whoenter- 
ed  on  the  public  lands  too  late  lo  claim  protection  under 
thoae  laws  had  a  right  to  expeot  that  the  same  favor  would 
be  extended  to  ibem  which  was  extended  to  their  prede- 
cessors. This  ia  the  argument,  and  will  it  be  lessstroMF 
when  urged  next  winter  in  behalfof  thoae  who  ahul 
have  occupied  and  cultivkted  the  public  land  during  tba 
summer  of  1837,  than  it  is  now  in  favor  of  those  who 
occupied  during  the  |MSt  yearf   I  can  see  no  distinction. 
And  ifwe  passtbb  law  now,  wemaat  paisinother  lhcn« 
and  so  on  in  all  future  time.   I  would  ratber»  theraiibrr, 
pass  at  once  a  pre-enplion  law,  to  operata  in  all  fiitura 
time,  and  h>rly,  by  law,  bold  out  this  rewud  to  settled 
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on  ihe  public  Und,  than  to  continue  in  forcr,  *■  ve  do, 
Ihe  Uw  aptinit  aiieti  tetttement,  with  the  aHunnce  in 
Advance  that  all  those  who  breatc  it  ahall  hereafter  re- 
ceive the  reward.  A'l  the  evil  comeqiiencea  which 
would  flow  from  a  proapeetive  pre-eiAption  lav,  and 
lliey  ire  many,  flow  rrom  thia  atate  of  Ihingai  and  in  ad- 
dition thereto  we  hold  out  the  aaaurance  to  the  people 
that,  whatever  our  laws  may  be,  if  reeisted*  they  will 
not  be  enforaed. 

If  it  become  a  fixed  principle  that  the  actual  aeltler  or 
occupant  yeta  the  land  which  he  may  arlect,  at  $1  25 
per  acre,  then  will  arise  conteata  and  confiicta  between 
IndiTicluals  about  the  posaesnon  of  bvorite  and  valuable 
tracti.  Firat,  it  will  be  a  race  who  aliall  get  on  firat  to 
take  poaaeMlont  then  a  conflict  to  keep  it.  The  first 
who  geta  on.  if  the  tract  be  very  valuable,  ia  likely  to 
be  driven  off  by  a  atronger  hand,  « ith  the  loss,  perhspa, 
of  limb,  and  kometimea  of  l.fe.  Another  yet  atronger 
detachment  drivea  off*  the  second  "actual  settler,"  and 
they  in  turn  have  to  defend  their  poiaeasions  against  a 
fourth)  and  all  apply  in  their  order  to  the  rrgUler  and 
reccivefp  Bnd  make  the  neceiaaty  affidavits  to  obtain 
their  titles.  Cases  of  this  kind  are  eoiinanlly  occurtinfr* 
even  tww.  A  friend  of  mine,  \n  the  other  Hou^,  who 
recently  travelled  through  Wiaoonsin  and  part  of  IHinoif, 
Informed  ne  that  when  at  Mineral  Point  he  heard  a 
•snflict  for  the  possession  of  a  lead  mine  spoken  of,  not 
•a  an  extraordinary  but  as  a  recent  incident.  Two  par- 
tics  who  contended  for  the  mine  drove  aach  other 
awajr.  Mid  alternately  took  poisesiion  four  or  five  timet, 
with  the  loss  of  several  lives.  One  of  the  party  who  sue* 
ceedcd  in  keeping  poaseanon,  anil  who  had  killed  a 
young  man  in  one  of  their  engagements,  was  quietly 
smuaing  himself  in  a  store  or  tavern  a  abort  time  after. 
When  a  young  woman  addreaaed  him,  and  inquired  hia 
nsme.  Ho  told  it|  and  she  at  once  drew  a  pistol  from 
under  her  cloak,  and  ahot  him  through.  Private  revenge 
In  these  caaes  seems  to  be  the  only  redress  for  murder, 
aa  the  law  takes  no  notice  of  incidents  so  common  snd  so 
unimportant. 

I  am  told  that  in  travelling  through  the  fine  lands  in 
the  Northwest,  you  will  see  theae  "  actual  settlements 
•nd  improvemenls"  constantly  forming.  If  it  is  prairie, 
Ibey  merely  run  a  furrow  round  it.  If  it  is  a  elioice  piece 
of  woodland  tbatia  to  tie  held  by  improvement,  they  will 
fell  trees  all  around  it  »ao  that  the  top  of  one  wil.l  bp  on  to 
the  stump  of  another;  then  the  woodland  is  enclosed, 
snd  the  part^  is  entitled  to  it,  as  an  actual  settle^. 
And  perhapa  it  is  the  only  spot  of  woods  within  many 
miles  in  the  midst  of  a  broad  prairie,  and  therefore  of  im- 
inenje  value)  if  the  woody  island  be  very  large,  it  be- 
comes the  subject  of  a  kind  of  Joint  stock  company,  or 
■ssoriatioo,  who  all  unite  to  **  improve  it,"  and  to  aeeure 
each  other  in  the  possession  of  it.  1  find  the  following 
adrertiaement  in  ■  Chicago  paper  i 

Snrums,  ATTtmnoK.— Notice  it  hereby  given,  that 
the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Big  Woods  Claim  Asso. 
elation  will  meet  at  the  nouse  of  Thomas  Paxion,  on  the 
eaat  side  of  the  Woods,  on  Saturday,  the  4th  (Uy  of 
February  next,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  H.,  when  a  general  at. 
tendance  ia  requested. 

JmiTAaT  3.  JOHN  WARSE. 

The  particular  character  and  purpose  of  theae  aasocia. 
tions  I  will  ahow'by  and  by  more  fully.  There  is  a  false 
face  constantly  put  upon  thia  subject,  not  intentionally, 
but  from  a  mistaken  notion  of  the  thing,  by  gentlemen 
who  urge,  with  ao  much  seal  and  perseverance,  the  claims 
of  the  squatters  to  the  lands  on  which  they  intrude. 
Gentlemen  represent  the  squatters  generally  as  poor  men, 
seeking  a  freehold  and  a  home,  willing  to  pay  for  the 
land  on  which  th^  settle,  but  unable  to  do  so,  beeayse 
the  lands  ue  not  in  market,  and  cannot  be  purchased. 


But  how  is  the  faelf  You  have  mire  than  one  hundred 
millions  of  acres  of  land,  a  large  portion  of  it  excellent 
Und,  constantly  in  market,  and  open  to  entry  at  f  l_S5 
per  acre  ( but  there  is  not  much  speculation  in  purchasing 
thia,  and  therefore  theae  "poor  men"  that  gentlemen 
speak  of,  seeking  a  home,  paas  it  by,  and  go  habitually 
to  the  lands  that  are  not  in  market)  and  they  will  contin- 
ue to  do  to,  let  you  push  your  surveys  and  sales  to  what- 
ever point  you  may. 

Then  the  improvements  by  which,  under  thia  bill,  the 
squatters  are  permitted  to  gain  a  right  to  tbe  land.  W« 
had  that  subject  under  conaideralion  last  year,  and  tbe 
proof  waa  ample  that,  in  a  vaat  number  of  casr^  I  ahoold 
think  a  majority  of  cases,  the  improvement  was  merely 
colorable,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  individual  to 
get  Ihe  Und,  but  having  nothing  actual  or  suhatsnlial 
about  itt  and  this  bill  requires  no  substantial  occupation 
or  cultivation.  The  individual,  to  give  him  a  title  to  hia 
pre-emption,  must  have  *•  actually  occupied  snd  cultiva- 
ted the  tract  for  six  months  before  the  lat  of  December, 
1836."  *'  Actually  occupied  and  cultivated."  How  oo- 
eupiedf  Not  by  reaiding  on  it)  for  that  ia  not  necessary 
to  make  an  occupation  in  law,  much  less  in  tbe  opinion 
of  the  two  witnesses  who  are  to  make  affidavit  lo  the  oc- 
cupation". He  may  go  on  the  ground,  mark  the  trees  if 
there  be  any,  and  burn  a  brush-heap,  and  continue  to 
go  upon  it  once  a  month  for  the  aix  montha,  claiming  to 
occupy,  and  he  will  make  out  his  occupancy.  He  mutt 
also  *<  cultivate.*'  This,  [  am  told,  is  done  by  buildii^f 
a  little  pen  of  rails,  and  sowing  oats  or  turnips  or  radishca 
upon  ten  or  twelve  square  feet  of  groundt  ind  thus  the 
■■actual  aetiler"  '•  occnpieaand  cultivatet," and  becomea 
the  meritnrtout  recipient  of  your  large  bounty.  My  col- 
league informt  me  that  lie  travelled  through  a  part  of 
these  publichinda  not  long  since,  last  summer,  1  believe, 
and  he  aaw  great  numbers  of  these  little  f>ens,  with  some- 
thing growing  in  them.  I  did  not  tlitnk  lo  ask  him 
whether  they  were  square  or  triangular,  built  with  three 
rails  or  four. 

[Mr.  Hoanii.  They  were  triangular,  built  with  tliree 
raila] 

Mr.  Bwixo.  1  should  have  guessed  ao,  for  the  econo. 
my  of  labor  is  important,  and  the  "  actual  tettler*'  could 
thus  save  one  rail  for  the  whole  height  of  hit  pen — no 
small  matter.  But,  after  proving  this  occopsney  aad 
ctiltVvation,  these  setual  settlers  sell  their  claim,  at  an  ad- 
vance of  tnme  two  or  three  hundred  dollars,  to  large 
capitaliuts,  who  have  their  aRenti  always  at  hand,  ready 
to  purchaae,  and  they  go  again  beyond  the  survey,  and 
"actually  cultivate"  another  pen  full  of  tomeihing  that 
will  grow  in  a  shade,  and  sell  again.  Thus  squatting  be- 
comes a  regular  profeiaion.  A  gentleman  lately  from 
Chicago  informs  me  that  he  knew  a  great  number  ofihe 
pre-emption  claimants  about  that  ptaee  some  years  agc^ 
who  got  their  claims  allowed  and  sltorily  after  disippcaiw 
ed,  he  knew  not  wherei  but  last  summer,  as  he  was  going 
■across  the  country  to  the  Prairie  du  Chien,  he  found  and 
recognised  them  at  old  acquaintances.  Thry  were  on 
the  fine  lands  upon  Rock  river,  waiting  to  take  advan- 
Uge  of  the  next  pre-emption  law.  I  do  not  say  that  this 
is  tbe  habit  of  all  who  squat  upon  the  public  land  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  pre-emption)  I  am  aware  that  it  is 
not)  but  it  is  the  business  of  many,  and  most  of  the  pre- 
emptions All  into  and  paas  through  the  handa  of  those 
who  are  employed  fur  the  purpose  by  the  Urge  capital- 
ist, or  who  go  in  advance  of  him,  and  eater  for  him. 

The  pre-emption  laws  (for  we  have  tried  them  for  a 
few  yeara  past)  have  already  produced  a  most  fniitfiti 
crop  of  fraud  and  perjury.  From  papers  sent  each  year 
to  the  Committeo  on  Public  Lands,  it  appears  that  in 
many  cases  eren  the  pretence  of  possession  or  cultiva- 
tion was  not  resorted  to  in  order  to  get  a  pre-emption  or 
a  float,  whidi  could  be  laid  on  the  finest  Und  in  the 
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United  SUIet,  thecTioteeit  and  most  cnfnmindlnripolFi 
and  Uke  them  at  $1  35  per  acre.  There  wu  aettially 
Bet  np  somewhere  in  I/iuiuana  a  mtnufactory  of  affida. 
TitSi  io  which  the  whole  proof,  with  the  jiislice*i  cerlifl* 
cate,  and  every  tbtng  else  neceaiary  Tor  the  commence- 
ment of  the  title,  were  forged,  lav'tng  a  blanic  for  the 
name  of  the  occupant  and  the  tract  of  land.  There  ia 
now  pending  a  ease  of  a  French  setller  by  the  name  of 
Banbicn,  who,  iboat  the  year  1804,  got  permission  to 
put  up  bis  hut  under  the  guns  of  the  United  Slates  fort 
at  Chicago.  When  the  pre-emption  law  waa  psased,  as 
the  United  States  had  not  sold  this  fort,  he  claimed  it  as 
m  pre-emption.  He  was  sereral  timet  refufed,  but  at 
last  his  claim  wu  admitted  by  the  register  and  receiver, 
and  he  got  his  certificate)  his  application  for  a  patent  is 
now  pending.  I  understand  that  the  land  he  claims  on 
this  stale  of  his  case  is  worth  more  thaa  a  mtirion  of  doU 
lars.  That  in  order  to  obtain  an  hifluene*'*  and  a  power 
by  wbtch  it  should  be  secured,  be  has  diopoaed  of  parts 
of  it,  on  very  cheap  terms,  (o  men  of  liigh  political  sland- 
ingt  wherever  he  could  find  them.  A  valuable  part  of 
it,  1  am  told,  ia  now  owned  by  members  of  Congrras, 
and  God  knows  to  what  point  this  interest  and  influence 
vamy  at  bst  extendi  far  enough,  I  presunne,  to  aeeure  the 
emanation  of  a  patent.  It  is  a  subject  worthy  th^  in- 
quiry of  a  committee  of  Congress. 

These  pre-emption  laws  have  not  only  produced  vio- 
lenee  and  bloodiiied  among  those  who  strove  as  rivals  for 
n  choice  apotf  they  have  not  only  produced  fraud,  and 
perjury,  and  corruption,  but  they  have  tau^t  your  citi- 
aena  to  despise  your  laws,  to  resist  by  violence  their 
due  operation,  and  form  great  and  extenwve  combina- 
frana  to  oppose  tbero.  It  la  well  koown  by  Uioae  who 
have  attended  the  sales  of  pubfio  landa  In  tfie  Northwesl, 
that  violence  and  tntimldstlon  are  used  at  those  sales, 
nnd  in  the  preaence  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States, 
to  put  down  competition.  Men  who  are  occupants,  or 
pretend  to  be  so,  or  who  buy  the  privilege  of  coming  in 
■a  an  occupant,  (and  I  am  told  tliat  any  ore  may  buy  that 
prinlege  of  the  aaaoeiation  for  ftva  or  ten  dDllari^)  gath- 
er together  in  a  group  by  the  itand  irt  the  phee  ^  aale, 
and  when  a  tract  which  they  have  selected  nproelaimed, 
aune  one  who  has  a  good  strong  voice  criea  out,  ■*  pre- 
cnpliont"  and  then,  wo  to  the  man  who  venlurea  to  bid 
for  ft.  It  i^  as  a  matter  of  course,  struck  off  at  (1  35  per 
acre.  Associations  are  now  forming  over  the  whole 
Northwestern  country,  the  object  of  whicb  appears  to  be, 
cither  to  bind  the  Uw  to  the  purpose  of  the  eombina* 
tion,  or  to  put  doam  law  by  numben  and  organisation, 
if  nut  hy  force.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  eonatitution  and 
by'Jaws  of  one  of  these  societies,  which  was  forwarded 
me  by  a  prominent  member,  accompanted  by  a  letter, 
in  which  he  teems  to  claim  my  tpprc^alion  ofitt  object. 
1  hope  it  may  be  read. 

[The  Seeretery  here  read  the  paper  alluded  to,  of 
which  the  following  are  two  of  the  pnnclpal  articles; 

**  Aa*.  11th.  Remlvtd,  That  before  the  land  Ii  offer, 
ed  Ua  salp,  each  diatriet  ahall  select  a  bidder  to  stand 
and  bid  off  idl  claims  in  the  elalmant'l  name,  and  that, 
if  neceatsry,  each- settler  will  constantly  kttend  tite  sale, 
prepared  to  aid  each  other  (o  the  full  extent  qfour  abil- 
ity in  obtaining  every  claimant's  land  at  Government 
price," 

**  Aet.  13th.  Retolced,  That  we  will  each  uae  our  en- 
<teavora  to  advance  the  rapid  aeitlement  of  the  country, 
by  Inviting  our  friends  and  acquaintances  to  Join  va,  un. 
der  the  fiill  assurance  that  we  shall  obtain  ourrighta,  and 
that  it  is  now  perfectly  aa  safe  to  go  on  improving  the 
public  lands  at  though  we  already  had  our  titles  from 
Government."] 

_  Thta  requirca  no  commenti  it  is  a  Government  ealab* 
lished  in  a  Oovenunent— tn^wiuns  in  unjMrto-  It  does 
not  profeiB  to  be  Mbord'maie  to  the  bws  of  the  Uniop^ 


but  in  oppodtlon  to  them,  and  its  objeet  is  to  embariwi 
their  operations  and  deatroy  their  force. 

I  had  hoped,  at  the  lait  session,  that  we  had  got  clear 
of  this  pre-emption  syotem,  with  all  its  mischiefs,  and  all 
its  dfmorallcaiiont  but  a  deaperate  effort  is  near  made 
to  revive  it,  and,  if  once  more  rerived,  it  ia  Aitencd 
upnn  us,  and  forever. 

When  Mr.  Ewiiro  had  taken  hit  test, 

Mr.  TiprON  said  that,  aa  the  subject  of  the  gradua 
tion  of  the  public  landthad  been  frequently  discussed,  bo 
should  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  any  remarks  in  tup- 
port  of  the  amendment,  but  would  content  himself  by  re- 
qiieating  that  the  vote  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeat  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  and  tbequea* 
tion  being  about  to  be  taken, 

Mr.  CLAY  aaid  hc.ahould  be  glad  to  bear  aome  rea< 
Km  advanced  in  behalf  of  a  propoaitinn  whidi  went  to 
reduce  the  price  of  all  tiie  public  tandt,  after  haviiwbeen 
in  the  market  at  the  low  price  of  #1  35,  down  to  f  1,  and 
then  to  75  cents.  What  was  the  complaint  which  had 
been  so  strenuously  urged  in  behalf  of  .the  present  bill? 
It  was,  that  the  pulilic  dmnaln  waa  telling  too  fastf  and 
at  prieea  so  Inw  that  persona  who  did  not  want  the  hod 
to  settle  upon'_  were  buying  it  up,  in  vast  quantitlei^  for 
purposes  of  speculation.  What  arould  present  iteelf  as 
the  natural  remedy  for  loch  a  atale  of  thingsf  Surety  it 
would  be  either  to  take  the  land  out  of  the  market,  or  fk 
increase  its  price;  for  the  Senate  were  told,  by  the  ad< 
voeales  of  the  bill,  tUat  the  land  thus  bought  up  waa 
worth,  at  once,  from  $S  \o  $30  an  acre.  In  the  name  of 
Heaven,  then,  wby  reduce  the  price?  Had  any  reaaen 
been  given  for  \ti  Were  our  new  States  settling  loo 
slowH }  On  that  question,  -be  would  call  the  attentitni 
of  the  Senate  to  a  table  he  had  had  oecauon  to  compile 
some  years  ago,  exbibiting  the  ratio  of  settlement  in  the 
different  Stales.  The  table  was  bated  on  authentic  re- 
turns,  and  it  showed  that,  at  that  time,  the  lands  In  the 
i  State  of  lllinoia  were  settling  at  the  rate  of  IS^  per  cent, 
perannami  so  that  her  population,  proceeding  at  that 
rate,  would  double  itself  m  a  little  nora  than  ftvc  years. 
At  the  same  time,  the  Sia'e  of  Delaware  was  ioereaaing 
itt  population  at  the  rate  of  one  half  of  one  per  eent.| 
having  the  cheering  prospect  of  doubling  her  population 
in  a  period  of  two  hundred  years.  Illinois  wss  popuIa< 
ting  more  rapidly,  at  that  time,  than  others  of  thb  new 
Stalest  yet  Uw  table  would  show  that  the  others  a|>< 
proaohed  to  nearly  the  same  ratiot  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  safe  to  say  that  Uissouri,  ATkansB%  and  Michi- 
gan, were  settling  at  a  rate  quite  equal  to  it.  What 
•earthly  motive,  then,  could  there  be  to  reduce  the  prioo 
of  the  lands?  Was  it  to  bring  in  more  settlers?  No; 
for  these  Sialet  were  settling  loo  fast  already.  There 
was  great  truth  in  what  had  been  said  on  that  subject  by 
his  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewiao,]  who  had  remarked 
that,  when  vaat  numbers  of  people  were  suddenly  eoU 
lected  from  different  quarters,  and  thrown  into  closo 
netgbborbood,  having  nu  previous  etmnexioo  with  Mob 
other,  no  common  sympathiea,  noatnuhirity  of  education^ 
nothing  homogeneous  to  form  a  natural  bond  of  union, 
the  natural  and  necessary  result  must  be  struggles  in  le- 
gislation, and  a  loose,  unsettled  slate  of  society,  Tor  a  long 
period,  it  muit  turely  be  admitted  by  every  reflecting 
man,  that  the  public  lands  were  selling  quite  nat  enough. 
Yet,  here  was  a  proposition  made,  and  Jwom  that  ride  of 
the  House  which  complained  that  toe  public  domwn 
wat  telling  too  fast,  and  who  wanted  this  bill  to  pass  in 
order  to  check  the  aales  of  it,  whose  effect  would  be.to 
accelerate  tliote  tales  at  a  rate  that  none  could  estimatei 
for,  even  at  the  present  rate  of  |1  35,  twenty*five  mil- 
lions of  acres  had  been  sold  within  the  last  yt«r\  and 
now,  should  the  price  be  r^uoed  still  lower,  what  must 
the  efiact  be,  hut  still  further  to  cnbame  the  tcaptetloa 
tomoBopoly? 
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Mr.  C>  nid  that  he  had  not  riaen  to  speak  to  the  geii' 
era!  merita  of  the  bil),  but  merely  to  inquire  on  what 
reasons  the  amendment  wss  founded. 

Mr.  DANA  said:  Ur.  President^  I  do  not  arise  to  at- 
tack or  derend  (he  specuUtort  on  the  pnblic  domain, 
whether  they  be  priTate  individuals  or  belong  to  some 
of  the  Departments,    t  leave  the  gladiatorial  part  of  this 
warfare  to  tboae  who  have  weapons  for  it,  end  have  incli* 
nation  and  skill  to  use  them;  nor  do  i  intendto  go  at  length 
into  the  roerila  of  this  bill,  but  only  express  my  views 
on  the  objects  of  it,  ai  d  on  tome  of  its  provisions.  Its 
objects  are  threefold!  first,  to  check  the  inordinate  thirst 
of  speculation,  which  has  ao  generally  prevailed  through 
the  country,  and  which  fir^t  arose  from  the  extravagant 
issuea  of  Uie  United  States  Bank,  (furnishing  ready 
ineaas,)  end  afterwards  practiaed  in  prejing  upon  the 
public  domain.    The  second  object  of  the  bill  is  to  pre- 
•erve  tbe  public  lahdst  and  the  third,  to  reduce  the  rev- 
cnoe  to  the  legitimate  wants  of  the  Government.  By 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  its  first  and  second  objects  will 
be  accomplished,  and  the  revenue  will  be  greatly  dimin- 
ished.  But,  sir,  the  sales  of  the  publtelandsoriate  have 
been  very  great,  and  the  revenue  ari^ng  from  ihem 
equally  soi  and  to  stop  them  all  at  onee  would  be  neither 
judietoos  nor  juit.    Many  of  (he  new  Statea  have  vast 
tracts  of  uncultivated  lands,  with  a  sparse  population, 
fiieyi  doubtless,  are  anxious  to  see  their  territory  set- 
tled and  cultivated.    The  support  of  their  Governments, 
As  well  as  tbeir  strength  and  defence,  depend  upon  it. 
Ve  eannot,  therefore,  expect  that  tliey  will  be  willing 
to  put  a  sadden  and  total  check  to  the  settlement  of  their 
Conntryt  nor  eu{[bt  we  to  wish  it.    They  are  willing  lo 
itop  all  apeculations  upon  (he  public  domain,  and  to  re- 
tfaee  the  revenue,  but  require  that  smsll  tracts  of  land 
nay  still  be  grsnted  to  actual  settlers  on  easy  terms. 
Tben,  ^r,  the  new  Statea  will  continue  to  aettle  gradual- 
ly, and  with  e  good  population,  from  their  own  increase, 
or  Anm  (be  mrphw  population  of  the  older  States.  I 
know,  ilr,  that  many  are  aTerse  to  having  their  sons  and 
dau^ten  go  into  (he  new  world.    They  seem  to  think 
them  lost  to  society  and  (o  (heir  friends)  but  nothing  is 
further  firain  the  truth.   They  may  be  as  osTfu)  and  hap. 
py  in  the  Sew  aa  in  tbe  old  States.    Population  is  rapid- 
Yf  (lurching  from  (he  East  to  the  West,  and  power  is  fol- 
lowing in  its  traint  (hese  are  facta  which  cannot  be  dis' 
guiseu  or  prevented.    The  great  valley  has  heretofore, 
Mndoubtcoly,  been  the  teat  of  empire,  and  is  dealined  to 
become  ao  again.   The  Atlantic  S'ate*  will  conatitutc 
but  a  atnall  part  of  this  Uniont  and  New  Englantl  willbe 
but  a  speck  upon  our  nation's  map.    What,  then,  ahall  be 
donef    Shall  we  war  against  nature.^   Or  pursue  a  wiaer 
eourae-  grant  our  land*,  on  reasonable  (ermx,  to  actual 
acitlers,  who  will  enter  upon  and  cultivate  them,  and  not 
debar  the  surplus  population  of  the  old  Statea  from  cross, 
ing  the  Alleghany,  and  seeking  in  the  vast  regions  of  (he 
Weat  h  more  fertile  soil  and  a  warmer  sun?   They  will 
carrjr  with  them  the  enterprise,  the  activity,  and  perse- 
verance,  as  well  as  the  intelligence,  the  patriotism,  and 
sound  morality,  of  their  fatbera.  And  what  have  tbe  Bast 
torearfromsucharesolt?   And  better,  far  better,  would 
It  be  for  the  West  to  have  such  a  population,  than  to  have 
their  country  flooded  wllb  the  aeum  of  the  F.umpeao 
population.    Yes,  sir,  let  (he  surplus  population  of  (be 
Rast  flow  to  th^West,  and  the  aons  of  tli«  Putltana  and 
of  Penn  settle  and  inhabit  that  goodly  land,  and  rear  up 
a  virtuotts,  enterpri«nr,  and  Intelligent  race,  to  s  horn 
our  liberties  and  the  destiny  of  our  republic  may  safely 
be  committed.    In  this  way,  sir,  the  objects  of  (his  bill 
win  be  accomplished,  wild  speculation  checke'l,  (he 
public  domain  aecured,  the  revenue  reduced,  and  the  ac- 
tual eettleri  and  eultivatora  of  the  soil,  the  nerve  and 
linew  of  the  country,  its  auppnrt  in  peace  and  its  defence 
in  m^,  beMcornmodated  witb  settling  landi  only,  and 


upon  reasonable  terms.    But  suppose,  sir,  after  this  re- 
duction of  the  revenue,  (here  should  still  be  a  surplus  in 
the  Treasury,  what  further  is  to  be  done?    Hy  answer 
ia  reaily.    Modify  the  tarifft  reduce  the  duties.  But, 
sir,  we  are  told  of  the  compromise.   Dare  you  touch 
the  eompromiee?  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  eom- 
promiae.   I  ban  no  bith  in  it.   It  ia  not  en  article  in 
my  creed.    I  do  not  aubseribe  to  the  doctrine,  tlut  one 
Legialature  can,  by  their  acts,  bind  subsequent  Legisla- 
tures.   IF  so,  tbe  one  of  1834  could  not  only  bind  ifssuc- 
ceasora  for  five  or  ten  years,  but  for  all  timet  and  if  they 
could  bind  them  in  regard  to  the  tariff,  they  might  npon 
every  other  subject — a  doctrine  too  absurd  to  be  ^ken 
of.    But,  sir,  if  the  modification  of  tbe  Uriffin  1834 wan 
a  jiidicioDa  one  ^  that  time,  and  ao  continnea  to  this,  I 
would  make  but  few  alterations  in  it,  unless  it  sboukl  be- 
come necessary,  in  order  to  reduce  tbe  revenue  lo  the 
wants  wf  tbe  G»vernmentt  because  sudden  and  extreme 
legislation  is  always  injurious,  and  often  dangeroua.  in 
the  conaideration  of  this  subject,  I  would  pay  no  regard 
to  the  metivet  or  intentions  which  induced  the  compro- 
miaet  whether  Uiey  were  Ibi-  good  or  fbr  evili  whether 
the  object  tben  «-«s  to  mve  tbe  nation  from  ruii^  or 
indivHlwB  from  n  dilemma  into  which  their  rasb  am] 
headlong  course  had  plunged  themt  but  tHke  up  the  sub- 
ject, as  we  now  find  it,  and.  reduce  the  duties  on  such 
and  so  many  articles  as  we  shall  think  best,  in  order  to 
bring  down  the  revenue  to  our  wsnts.    Prudenee  would 
seem  to  dictate  that  we  should  always  be  able  to  meet 
unexpected  and  unavmdable  occurrence^  like  the  Iq* 
dian  war  which  has  drawn  milltona  from  our  Treasury. 
Thcie  and  nmilar  wants  we  shdl  always  be  subject  to. 
And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  would  remind  this  honoraMo 
body,  that  while  we  are  legislating  upon  this  atrangr, 
this  unique  subject,  vit::  the  disposition  of  a  surplus  rev* 
enue,  a  subject  which  before  never  occupied  the  atten-* 
tion  of  any  other  Legialature,  from  the  days  of  Adam  to 
the  present,  wc  diould  not  forget  that  tbe  Northcasteiii 
boundary  Kne  of  this  nrtion  hat  not  been  aettkd.  While, 
sfr,  our  Treasury  iaoverflowing,  wi'Uiout  a  national  debt, 
at  peace  with  tbe  whole  world,  and  our  foreign  relations 
established  on  the  most  firm  and  favorable  basis,  our  terri- 
toiT  has  been  invaded,  our  citixens  despoiled  of  their 
rights,  dragged  from  (heir  homes.  Immured  in  foreign 
jails.   Nor  it  this  all  i  a  large  part  of  the  territory  of  one  of 
the  Statea  of  this  Union  haa  been  aevercd  from  Uie  rca*, 
and  that  constitutional  protection  which  sbe  haa  naked 
has  been  withheld.   A  foreign  Power  has  net  only  taken 
poawsaion  of  it,  bat  is  making  a  thorotighfare  frona  one 
of  her  provincea  to  ano  her.    Provincial  charters  for  a 
railroad  have  been  granted,  and  these  have  been  con- 
firmed by  their  King — and  no  doubt,  sir,  before  one  year 
passes,  (unless  force  is  interposed,^  we  sb«ll  see  iliniadei 
and  thus  •permanentpoaaesaion  will  be  had  by  that  Pow- 
er of  an  extensve  and  trahiabte  portion  of  Maine,  cover- 
ed with  forests  of  pines  towerinfr*  as  it  were,  to  heaven, 
and  not  equalled  by  any  ia  the  Uniont  millions  of  which 
are  annually  iwept  off  by  the  aubjeets  of  his  Britannic 
Hsjeaty.   Thus,  sir,  we  see  our  Union  dismembered- 
one  of  her  States  stripped  of  its  sovereignty,  despoiled 
of  its  possessions  and  wealth,  and  the  dearest  righta  and 
privilegea  of  its  eitixcna  trampled  under  foot,    la  not 
this  wgrearion,  imult,  eaoae  of  warf   Shall  it  be  tamely 
stibmitled  to?  Shall  Maine,  sir,  be  twntingly  ren^nded 
of  her  wroi^by  tboae  who  were  the  eatise  of  them,  and 
whose  duty  it  waa  long  aince  to  have  redrened  them? 
Sir,  the  Governor  of  (hat  Slate  has,  in  his  annual  mes* 
tsg^,  called  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  that  sub- 
ject, in  a  tone  and  with  a  spirit  which  cannot  be  mis- 
taken, and  soon  there  will  be  a  legislative  respooset  and 
then,  sir,  you  may  bear  again  from  that  bonier  State, 
wltoae  dearest  intereata  have  been  too  long  negteeled  by 
this  GoremmcBt.   Thia  aobjcet  it  direoi^  conneetcd 

Digitized  by  Google 


553 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


554 


PuhtitLmiA.  ,  [Si»n. 


jAWi  34,  1837.] 


with  the  revenuet  and  reference  ihoutd  be  btd  to  it  m 
repihting  the  nmei  »nd  ell  our  niralus  mmy  yet  be  re* 
quired  to  preaerre  the  integrity  of  the  Union.  The 
time  bM  been  when  million*  were  ready  For  defence  end 
pralcettoni  end  I  trust  tbtt  it  hu  not  pauedj  bul  th%i 
these  wrongs  wili  soon  be  redressed. 

Mr.  TIPTON  said  that  it  had  not  been  his  porpose  to 
trouble  the  Semrte  with  a  single  word  on  the  subject  of 
the  amendment  he  bad  offered,  nor  dwuld  he  now  bare 
done  BO  but  fur  the  call  which  bad  been  made  upon  him 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  state  Uie  rrasoni  on 
which  the  amendment  was  grounded. 

He  should  present  these  reasons  as  briefly  as  he  was 
able*  and,  liaving  done  so,  riiould  trouble  the  Senate  no 
Airther.  No  man  (said  Mr.  T.)  Icnows  better  than  the 
SoHtDr  from  KeMucky  that,  when  the  populatioa  first 
b^n  to  cross  over  the  Ohio  from  bis  own  State  into 
what  was  then  tlie  Northwestern  Territory,  they  had  to 
encounter  privations  and  diiBcullies  in  every  form.  They 
entered  Into  a  wilderness  which  had  neither  roads  nor 
paths  but  lay  entirely  in  a  slate  of  nature.  For  this 
land  they  had  to  pay  two  dollars  an  acre.  Those  who 
■ettled  the  country  bad  to  conitnict  roads  and  bridgea 
and  other  improvements,  which  greatly  tnereased  the 
nine  of  the  land,  and  which  they  sccompliabed  by  their 
own  tabor,  unaided  by  tbe  General  Oovemment,  except 
■o  hr  as  the  two  per  cent,  fund  might  go  toward  the 
CMWtruction  of  highways,  and  also  with  the  exception  of 
certain  sections  of  land  given  to  (he  new  States  for  the 
promotion  of  education.  Tbe  first  acttlers  in  what  is 
now  tbe  State  of  Ohio  purehaaed  all  tbe  land  in  that 
State  which  was  worth  two  dollars^  and  that  which  was  of 
poorer  quality  remained,  much  of  it,  unsold.  The 
aowadmcnt  which  is  now  offered  does  not  propose  to 
reduce  the  price  of  all  the  public  lands,  but  it  provides 
that  such  as  has  remained  in  market  fur  ten  years  with- 
out a  purchaser  shsll  be  subject  to  entry  at  one  dollar 
the  aere,  and  soch  as  baa  remained  unsold  for  fifteen 
years  at  seventy-five  cents.  Should  this  amendment 
prevail,  it  will  enable  die  old  setfleri  of  tbe  country  to 
add  to  their  farms  tncts  of  inferior  land  for  purposes  of 
timber  or  atone,  which  will  not  sell  at  the  present  pt^ce 
of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  eenls.  The  people  of  the 
Vest  have  frequenlly  urged  the  justice  and  expediency 
of  a  law  of  this  kint))  and  so  manifeitly  proper  baa  it 
been  admiUed  on  all  hands  to  be,  that  a  bill  for  the  pur< 
poae  baa  once  or  twice  pafsed  the  Senate,  but  baa  been 
lust  in  Ibe  other  Houae  for  want  of  time.  1  now  again 
Introduce  (he  principle,  and  uk  its  adoption,  as  a  meas- 
ure both  of  jiutice  and  of  sound  poK^.  Frequent  com- 
plaints have  been  urged  respecting  trespassers  on  the 
public  lands,  who  plunder  them  of  limber  and  stone, 
if  the'  lands  could  be  obttiined  at  a  reduced  price,  the 
temptation'to  such  trespasses  would  be  diminished.  We 
do  not  ask,  I  certainly  do  not,  (hat  tlie  fresh  lands  should 
be  reduce^)  in  prleet  nor  have  I  heard  such  an  idea  so 
aneh  as  once  advanced  by  any  body  within  tbe  last  two 
years.  The  amendment  refers  only  to  that  which  baa 
been  in  market  for  a  course  of  years,  and  will  not  aell. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Hr.  Ewiss,]  In  speaking  of 
the  purchasers  of  tbe  public  land,  defended  them  against 
what  he  considered  unmerited  and  slanderous  imputa- 
tions. His  remarks  on  that  subject,  however  Just,  do 
not  affect  me.  1  neither  am  myself  a  speeubtor,  nor  do 
I  denounce  those  who  are.  I  eonnder  the  public  land 
as  fiUr  an  object  of  purchaae  and  aale  as  any  thing  else. 
I  consider  it  perfectly  fair  and  honorable  for  any  man 
wlio-bas  cspital  to  purchase  those  lands  M  Government 
price,  and  to  sell  them  out  for  as  much  as  be  can  get. 
But  the  Senator,  while  defending  Ibis  class  of  persona, 
bore  very  hardly  on  those  who  make  an  improvement  on 
the  land  with  a  view  to  pre-emptive  rights^  and,  m  his 
•tetementa  on  that  subject,  he  certuoly  went  far  beyond 


any  thing  that  I  have  ever  known  in  the  Western  coun- 
try. I  have  myself  lived  in  tbe  midst  of  (he  public 
btnda  for  thirty  year*,  and  I  am  persuaded  the  Senator 
has  been  misinformed.  1  accuse  him  of  no  intention  (o 
do  injuiliee,  for  be  did  not  pre(end  to  speak  from  his 
own  knowledge.  He  made  a  strong  argument,  as  he  al- 
ways dees,  but  it  was  based  upon  supposed  facts,  which 
do  not  aelually  exist.  While  I  waa  for  a  short  time  ab- 
aent  from  tbe  Senate  chamber,  he  Introduced,  as  I 
have  since  been  informed,  certsin  articlea  of  mutual  com- 
pact among  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands  which  it 
seems  he  received  from  a  citizen  of  Indiana.  Now,  if, 
as  I  hope,  he  intends  to  publish  those  articles  as  an  ap- 
pendix to  hia  speech,  it  is  all  I  deaire  on  that  point.  Let 
ilioae  articlea  be  read  by  any  unprejudiced  persons  and 
tbey  will  be  able  to  judge  for  themselves  whether  per* 
sens  bidding  against  tbe  members  of  this  sssociation  at 
the  public  Uiid  sales  are,  as  he  represented,  to  be 
knocked  down  or  shot  down.  There  is  nothing  I'ke  it 
in  tbe  agreement,  nor  in  fact.  I  have  myKtf  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  Solon  Robinson,  tbe  individual  whose 
name  is  signed  to  a  circular  read  by  (he  Senator,  and  who 
is  also  tbe  secretary  of  the  association  referred  to^  and  I 
believe  him  to  be  an  ufunght,  honest,  and  honorable 
man.  I  also  know  many  of  tbe  settlen  in  Lake  eounty, 
and  I  know  them  to  be  an  orderly,  peaceable,  and 
respectable  body  of  men.  Tbey  have  gone  into  that 
country  with  a  view  to  better  their  condition!  and 
who  will  blame  them  for  it?  Theyengige  to  employ 
at  tbe  public  aales.  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  ob- 
tain their  rights  by  which  1  understsnd  them  of  oourae 
to  Dteanall  lawful  meani.  Dy  jrour  hw  of  1830  you 
gave,  on  certain  conditions  to  every  settler  a  pre-emp- 
tion right  to  a  quarter  section  of  land)  and  you  thus 
held  out  an  inducement  to  individuals  to  enter  on  your 
domain,  with  a  prospect  of  getting  a  permanent  home. 
Tbey  went  there,  believing  that  the  same  opportunity 
would  be  extended  to  them.  Tbey  are  in  possession  of 
the  land.  They  have  by  their  hibor  enhanced  its  value, 
and  they  are  ready  to  pay  for  it  the  price  you  ask.  Can 
you  expect  tliat  these  people  shall  stand  still,  and  let 
speculators  eoiv  and  turn  their  wives  and  children  out 
of  doorsf  It  is  most  unreasonablet  but  as  to  the  guna 
and  dirkk  that  the  gentleman  apprehends  so  much,  they 
never  have  been  used,  nor  will  they  be.  Congress  has 
nothing  to  fear  on  that  score.  Tbey  ask  that  you  shall 
allow  them  a  preemptive  right,  and  thua  do  no  more 
than  what  is  just.  The  land,  it  is  true,  it  settling  faiti 
and  why  ^ould  it  not?  And  why  should  not  tite  United 
Slates  Treasury  get  tbe  money  for  it,  and  then  diatributo 
that  money  among  (he  Stateif  I  see  in  (hia  no  aneh 
great  evii(  bul,  on  the  other  hand,  it  will  be  a  great  pub- 
lic evil  to  check  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  laments  that,  in  some  of  the 
older  States  of  the  Union,  especially  in  some  parts  of 
Virginia,  tha  population  is  actually  deereaiing.  The 
fact  la  new  to  me.  I  certainly  never  beard  sneb  a  eom- 
plaint  before.  But  if  it  is  the  in(erea(  of  the  young  peo< 
pie  of  Virginia  to  out  into  the  vast  West,  and  there 
to  aeek  for  fortune  and  for  fame,  why  should  you  try  (o 
prevent  (hem  from  doing  that  very  thing  which  you  your* 
selves  have  done?  Many  of  the  Senators  whom  I  see 
around  me  are  those  who,  in  their  youth,  left  the  older 
States  and  went  out  to  aeek  their  fogunes  in  the  newi 
and  sball  these  grnllemen  seek  to  cut  ^  others  from  the 
fame  advanlageaF  Surely  not.  Their  constituents  I 
MQ  peratMded,  do  not  require  such  a  thing  at  ihrir  hands. 
It  would,  indeed,  be  a  atrange  phenomenon  in  poliiieal 
economy,  that,  when  (he  country  has  become  rich  and 
strong  by  thia  very  process  her  stateamen  should  turn 
round  and  say,  we  have  too  muoh,publio  land  in  mar* 
ket;  we  must  take  memurea  to  att^  the  sale  of  it.  I  am 
.  willing  to  modify  the  tariff  la  neb  a  maanar  as  to  re- 
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ducr,  in  wme  degne,  the  MDoiint  of  revenue  from  that 
•ource.  but  1  tm  not  willing  to  cripple  the  ules  or  land* 
in  the  Wett,  or  to  take  them  out  of  market. 

Having  ihui  briefly  given  thereuona  in  behairof  the 
amendment  I  have  offered,  I  will  conclude  byexpreaaing 
my  hope  that  Senatora  vtll  do  what  I  conceive  to  be  their 
duty  in  the  ease. 

Mr.  CLA,Y  would  add  one  or  Iwn  words  on  thia  amend- 
ment. The  propoailion  is  to  reduce  the  price  of  Und  , 
which  hai  remained  Tor  ten  and  fifteen  yeara  unaold  to 
91  and  to  75  centa.  Now,  we  hold  the  publio  landt  aa 
tnuteea  for  the  entire  people  of  the  United  SUtesi  we 
t,rt  bound,  therefore,  to  adminlater  the  truit  for  the 
beneflt  of  the  whole  people,  and  not  for  a  part  only. 
Hm  the  gentleman  ahown  that  the  price  oF  theie  lands  ia 
now  too  high?  la  it  pretended  by  any  bodyf  Does  any 
one  doubt  that  the  Qovernment  will'  get  the  price  now 
asked  at  some  day'  What  ia  the  progreas  of  tbinga 
which  brings  these  lands  into  market  r  The  Indian  title 
to  «  certain  tract  'of  country  ia  extinguished  by  treetyi 
immediately, .people  in  the  vicinity  are  urgent  with 
Congreis  to  have  the  lands  imnnediately  surveyed.  Well, 
the  lands  are  surveyed;  forthwilh  they  bewege  the  Presi- 
dent to  issue  his  proclamation,  and  set  them  up  for  aalet 
the  President  compile^  and  a  fresh  body  of  land  ia  thua 
added  to  the  stock  already  in  market.  And  what  has 
been  the  result  of  thia  eternal  pressure  on  the  Govern' 
ment  for  more  land?  Why,  that  we  have  now  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  milUoni  of  aerei  at  preaeni  in  tba  nuus 
ket  unsoMf  lite  inference  of  tbe  bonoimble  Senator, 
that  b'ecauae  land  hai  remained  ten  yeara  in  market  un- 
aold it  is  IhAeforcnot  worth  the  price  asked  by  Govern- 
ment, is  most  unfair.  The  true  reason  why  any  remains 
unsold  is,  that  the  supply  ia  so  immensely  beyond  the  de- 
mand. Tbe  demand  may  average  from  eight  to  ten  mil- 
lions of  acres;  and  you  have  one  hundred  and  sixty 
millions  In  tbe  market,  tnd  atill  have  one  hundred  and 
twenty  railliom  left  on  band.  Wftit,  dicni  there  is  no 
such  urgent  baitei  wait  a  little,  but  do  not  adopt  ao 
wild  a  plan  aa  to  reduce  yogr  price  in  order  to  force  a 
sile.  Take  the  experience  of  Ohio  as  an  exampl«i  her 
total  amount  of  public  land  ia  reduced  to  about  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  acres,  and  the  whole  has  been  disposed 
of  at  the  Government  price.  And  ao,  as  popnUtion  goes 
on  increasing,  will  It  bo  in  other  States.  There  is  no 
UT^ney  in  the  execution  of  our  trust;  tbe  whole  may 
not  be  sold  during  this  feneralion,  and  pertiapaihe  nrxtt 
and  what  thenf  IF,  in  the  faithful  administration  of  our 
trust,  it  should  be  iges  and  ages  before  the  whole  ts  sold, 
is  that  a  reason  for  reducing  the  price?  Some  years 
ago,  indeed,  when  our  sales  were  two  or  three  millions 
of  acres  in  a  year,  there  m'ght  have  been  more  force  in 
the  ailment  for  a  reduction;  but  when  the  sales  have 
risen  from  five  lo  twenty-five  millions  in  a  year,  will 
you  reduce  your  price  that  you  may  atill  funher  augment 
the  aalea,  and  tempt  speculation  mora  and  more?  It 
aeems  to  me  tbat  in  such  a  plan  there  it  neither  wisdom 
nor  foresight. 

On  the  general  subject  of  the  bill  1  hope  to  be  heard, 
but  now  I  limit  what  1  have  to  say  to  the  amendment  be- 
fore the  Senate.  As  to  the  hard^ipa  of  those  who 
erosicd  the  Ohio*  and  went  into  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tory, does  the  Senator  forget  all  tba  favora  whiob  have 
been  conferred  on  that  part  of  the  country  by  Govern- 
ment^ Has  he  forgotten  the  construction,  at  vast  ex- 
pense, of  the  moat  magnificent  road  in  existence,  now 
extending  itself  to  tbe  banks  of  the  Hisaissippi,  and  be- 
>  ond  \i*  He  talks  of  the  exemption  from  taxition:  why, 
does  he  not  know  that  almost  evety  part  of  that  system 
has  been,  piece  by  piece,  ondernuned,  till  there  ia  al- 
moat  nothing  of  it  left?  What  Iwa  been  dene  with  the 
section  granted  in  each  township  for  the  use  of  public 
■cbooUr  It  to  bat  the  other  day  tbtf  we  ■llowed  a 


township,  to  exchange  it  for  good  land  wherever  thejr 
could  find  any.  What  was  done  at  the  last  session?  Did 
we  not  pass  a  bill  giving  them  an  exemption  for  five 
yeara?  The  whole  system  is  almost  utterly  destroyed. 
And  when  the  Senator  speaks  of  the  hard^ips.eadnred 
by  tbe  first  settlers  north  of  the  Ohio,  he  forgiets  to  eom* 
pare  their  condition  with  those  on  the  south  of  it.  Was 
it  not  they  who  conquered  Ohio  by  their  valor  and  their 
blood,  rescuing  it  oat  of  the  hands  of  a  savage  foe?  And 
what  have  we  in  Kentucky  got  from  the  General  Gov. 
emment?  No  magnificent  roada  made  tbroagh  our  terrt* 
tory  at  the  publio  expenset  no  reaervations  for  iheed- 
ucatitm  of  our  poori  no  princely  donations  of  land  and 
money  for  the  eoaatruction  of  our  eanalai  no,  sr,  noth- 
ing of  the  kind.  Does  the  gentleman  auppose  we  ars 
incapable  of  feeling  and  of  comparia|;?  Yet  what  do 
we  hear  but  one  eternal  demand  for  morel  more!  at  th« 
sacrifice  of  a  compact  made  for  tbe  general  benefit  of  tba 
whole  confederacy?  I  hope  this  amendment  will  not 
prevail.  I  hope  that  while  our  lands  are  already  aold  at 
a  price  the  -gentlemen  themselvea  say  is  too  low,  we 
shall  not,  at  their  request,  reduce  the  price  atill  lower. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  aroendonent 
proposed  by  Mr.  Tiptov,  when  it  wsa  rejected  by  the 
following  vole: 

Tus — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Dans,  Ewingof  Illi- 
nois, Fulton,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alibsma,  Linn,  Moorr, 
Morris,  Nicholas,  Rivea,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange* 
Tipton,  Walker,  White— lU. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Gri^ 
tenden,  Cuthbert,  Davi%  Kwing  of  Ohi^  Hubbard* 
Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Niles,  Page,  PKntisB^ 
Rubbins,  Ruggles,  Swift,  1'alloadge— 19. 

Mr.  BBNTON  then  offend  the  fbHowing  anend- 
ment: 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfiil  for  any  head  of  a 
family,  young  man  over  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  or 
widow,  not  raving  received  a  donation  of  lead  from  the 
United  8ute«i  and  being  or  wishing  to  become  an  actual 
settler  on  any  parcel  of  publio  land  which  shall  have  re. 
mainrd  five  ynrs  unsold  after  having  been  ofTered  at 
private  sale  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  centa  peracre, 
and  not  exceeding  in  quantity  the  amount  of  one  quarter 
aection,  todemandand  receive,  from  the  proper  register 
andreceiver,  a  written  permiimonlo  settle  on  the  same, 
upon  payment,  to  be  made  to  the  proper  receiver,  of  the 
sum  of  seveifty-five  cents  per  acre;  and  if  such  person,  ao 
applying  fur  and  receiving  such  permission,  shall  forth* 
with  settle  on  the  said  land,  and  he  or  she,  or  hia  or  her 
heirs  or  legal  representatives,  shall  cuUivsle  the  same  for 
fire  successive  years,  and  shall  be  a  cit'xen  or  citixens  of 
the  United  Stales  at  the  end  of  that  time,  then,  on  proper 
proof  being  made,  before  the  register  and  receiver,  of 
such  settlement,  cultivation,  and  citiienship,  a  pa'ent 
.  diall  issue  for  the  said  land  to  the  person  who  received 
such  permission,  or  his  or  her  heirs  or  legal  representa- 
tives. And  the  faith  of  tbe  United  States  ia  hcrebj 
pledged  to  all  persons  who  may  settle  on  the  pubttc 
land*,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  aection,  that  no 
dispensation  ahaM,  at  any  time,  be  granted  to  any  indi- 
vidual from  complying  with  Uie  substantial  condiiiom 
herein  prescribed.  And  If  due  proof  of  ■ettlement, 
cultivation,  and  citizenship,  aa  herein  required,  be  not 
made  within  one  year  next  after  the  expiration  of  said 
five  years,  the  said  land  shall  again  be  subject  to  entry 
at  private  sale,  as  land  belonging  to  the  United  Staiea. 
And  if  two  or  more  persons,  entitled  under  this  act 
to  the  privileges  of  actual  settlers,  altall  apply  for  tba 
aame  parcel  of  land,  then  ttie  register  and  receiver 
shall  immediately  decide  the  right  of  preference  between 
^era,  aeeording  to  priority  6f  aeiUeinent  and  other 
equitable  eireumstaneest  and  where  these  are  equal  the 
decMon  shall  be  nadt  by  lot. 
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The  qoettion  wu  Uken  on  iti  adoption  b;  yeu  and 
a*  follows  I 

Yiia — Heart.  Benton.  Bttck,  Dam,  Bwingp  of  llli- 
noia.  Pulton,  Hrndrieka,  Kin^  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Hoore, 
Morris,  Nicholaa,  Rivea,  Roblnton,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Tipton,  Walker,  White— 18. 

NATi—Meaara.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calfaoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, CKttcBden,  Davis  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Habbara,  Kent, 
Kin;  of  Geoi^,  Knight,  N<le%  Page,  Prentlaa.  Robbina, 
Bugglea,  Swift.  Tallmadge,  Wright— 30. 

So  the  anaendmrnt  waa  loM. 

Mr.  SEVIER  offered  an  amendment,  which  granted 
the  actual  aettler  a  pre-emption  right,  on  liii  showing 
that  he  had  occupied  a  qiurter  aectioo  aix  months  imme- 
dbtely  prenoua  to  a  land  lale.    Thia  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORHfS  now  obaerred  that  the  bit),  ainee  Its 
firat  being  reported  by  the  committee,  had  undei^one 
ao  many  modification*,  and  the  pre-emptive  feature  in  it 
had  been  ao  mueh  changed  for  Ihs  worse,  that,  by  way 
of  testing  the  opinion  oi  the  Senate  whethrr  that  princi- 
ple ahould  be  retained,  he  would  more  to  strike  out  the 
entire  section  (the  4th)  on  that  subject. 

The  motion  was  uipported  by  Mr.  CL  AT,  and  opposed 
by  Meam.  LINN.  BRYIER,  and  BENTON,  and  with 

Great  wbemenec  by  Mr.  WALKEI^  who  cAaerved  that 
'the  two  featurea  of  graduation  and  pre-emption  were 
stricken  oat  of  the  biH,  be  should  abandon  it  at  onect 
when 

Mr.  MORRIS  expressed  a  with  to  address  the  Senate 
inbebalfof  his  motion,  and  mored,  thereupon,  an  ad- 
journment! which  prevailed. 

And  tbe  Senate  adjourned. 

WtDirnDiT,  JaaviBx  35. 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  connideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  oftheexecutrix  of  Richard  W.  Meade. 

The  aubjeet  of  the  bill  having  been  debated  at  great 
length  by  Messrs.  CLAT,  HUBBARD,  WALKER, 
CALHOUN,  WRIGHT,  and  BUCHANAN, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  lay  tlie  bill  on  the  table,  for 
funtier  ex«minalion.    Nrgntived:  Teas  19,  nays  32. 

After  further  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BUBBARD, 
the  bill  was  amended  so  as  to  limit  the  amount  to  be  al- 
lowed by  the  eommiisioners  named  by  the  bill  to  the  pro- 
portion allowed  to  othpr  claimantSa  from  the  #5,000,000, 
under  the  treaty  with  Spain. 

Also,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  wag  substituted  on 
the  commission  for  the  Secretary  of  State,  who,  Mr.  H. 
staled,  had  already  given  a  favorable  judgment  on  the 
claim  I  Teas  25. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroaied  for  a  third 
reading. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order,  which  was  the  bill  to  restrict  tbe  sale  of  the  pub- 
Tie  lands  to  actoA]  aettlcra. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  MoHia  to 
strike  from  the  bill  the  4ih  aection,  which  refers  to  th« 
subject  of  pre-emption  rights  to  be  conferred  on  the  set- 
tlers who  shall  fulfil  certain  conditions- 
Mr.  MORRIS  declined  making,  at  this  time,  his 
speech  in  support  of  the  motion,  and  suggested  to  Mr. 
"Waixw*  the  expediency  of  postpohtng  tbe  further  eon- 
iddention  of  llie  bid  to  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WALKER  wished,  firat,  to  offer  an  amendment, 
which  had  been  agreed  on  in  the  Land  Committee,  with 
a  view  to  exclude  all  lots  or  tracta  of  land  reaerved  by 
order  of  the  United  Slates  Government  for  town  lots  or 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  BWING  suggested  that  such  an  amendment 
would  not  cover  the  eaie  of  th«  fort  at  Chicagir,  to 
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which  he  had  referred  in  hia  general  speech  on  the  biU, 
because  that  lot  had  not  been  reserved  by  any  law,  but, 
as  he  understood,  had  been  erected  on  a  eert^n  site  by 
direction  of  the  Executive.  The  amendment,  to  effect 
that  object,  ought  to  except  from  pre.emption  all  lands 
in  the  occupation  of  the  United  Statei  Goversment  for 
public  purposes. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  proposed  that  the  amendment  aboukl 
exclude  all  lands  **  Inhibited  from  aale  by  an  order  made 
pursuant  to  law.**  He  then  adverted  to  the  Chicago 
case,  and,  while  expreasing  hia  diaspprobation  of  the 
claim  there  ui^ed  fur  a  pre-emption  right,  reminded  the 
Senate  that  a  court  of  his  own  State  had  decided  in  favor 
of  the  claim.  He  then  repelled,  wttli  much  warmth,  the 
chai^  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Ewiira,  that  oflicera  high  in 
tbe  QovemnMnt,  and  members  of  Congress,  were  re- 
ported to  be  interested  in  that  claim.  He  was,  himself, 
wholly  free  from  all  connexion  whatever  with  that  af- 
fiiir.  He  had  particularly  inquired,  and  he  knew  of  no 
officers  of  his  own  State,  or  members  of  JCongreas,  who 
were  concerned  in  it.  He  demanded  tnrat  tbe  charge 
should  be  made  more  definite,  called  strenuously  for  (he 
namea  of  individuals  charged,  and  pledged  himaelf  to 
visit  them.  If  proved  guilty  of  improper  wmduet,  with 
the  heavieat  punishment  the  law  could  inflict.  He  passed 
very  high  encomiums  on  the  cliaracter  of  Hr.  Whitlock, 
nf  whom  be  aaid  that  "  the  Almighty  had  never  niade  an 
honester  msn,  nor  conid  he,  should  he  try  it  over  again." 

Mr.  EWIKO  expUined,  disclaiming  the  most  distant 
suspicion  of  the  Senator  himself,  and  dfclartng  that  he 
had  not  chatted,  nor  did  he  now  charge,  any  individual 
whatever,  but  bad  spoken  of  what  was  public  rumor  on 
the  spoti  and  declared  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  subject 
was  of  sufficient  Importance  to  deserve  the  institution  of 
a  formal  inqu*ry.  No  name  had  been  mentioned  (o  him 
but  that  of  Baubien,  the  origins!  cUimanli  nor  would 
he  have  willingly  received  the  namea  of  individuals,  had 
they  been  ofi'ered  to  be  communicated.  He  apoke  In 
general  ternw  ainne. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  rejoined,  and  reiterated  with  in- 
creased warmth  his  call  for  a  more  specific  charge.  Ho 
then  proceeded  to  reply  to  the  reflections  which  bad 
been  cast  during  ihe  dt;bate  of  yesterday  on  the  charac- 
ter of  tliose  wlio  went  upon  the  public  lands  and  impro- 
ved them,  and  then  demanded  pre-emption  rights.  What 
were  they?  Thieves?  Pirates?  Robbers?  Where  did 
they  come  from?  From  the  Slatea  where  the  public 
lands  lay  ?  Noi  but  from  all  parts  of  the  Union.  He 
should  be  proud,  could  he  compare  characters  with  many 
of  the  settlers  thus  denounced.  He  eulogized  their  pa> 
triotism,  bravery,  and  integrity,  and  compliiined  of  the 
reiteration  of  the  terms  <* trespassers,"  and  "squatters," 
which  had  been  repeatedly  applied  to  them.  He  hoped 
the  Government  would  entertain  and  act  on  better  viewsi 
but  (added  Mr.  R.)  if  you  do  not,  we  will  learn  you — yes, 
we  will  learn  you  a  lesson — that  the  free  people  of  these 
United  States  are  not  going  to  be  deprived  of  their  rights. 
He  (hen  upbraided  the  Government  with  a  mercenary 
spirit  in  its  conduct  toward  these  hanty  and  industrious 
men,  very  inconsistent  with  its  high  claim  of  being  the 
only  free  Government  on  earth,  ihf  refuge  of  the  op- 
pressed. &e.,  and  cried,  shame,  shame  upon  it. 

Mr.  TIPTON  moved  an  adjottrnment,  but  walyed  the 
mdticm  at  the  request  of  Hr.  Bshtoit)  when  the  Senate 
went  into  Executive  business. 

After  which,  snd  some  explsnalory  remarks  having 
been  made  on  Ihe  land  question  by  Ur.  WALKER— 
The  Semile  ac|Joumed. 

*    TavaSDAT,  Janvabt  36. 

PUBLIC  LANUS. 
Tbe  bill  to  prohibit  tbe  tales  of^the  public  lands  ex- 
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eept  to  nctual  lelllers,  und  in  limited  qutntities,  wis 
tAkcD  up  u  the  BpecUl  order  of  the  d«y. 

Hr.  WALKBR  moved  kn  amendment,  toezcept  from 
the  operktioiis  of  the  bill,  and  from  pre-emptiona,  all 
landf  occupied  under  tbe  authority  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  have  be«n  or  may  be  reaerved  by  lav  for  any 
apecial  purpose,  or  Tor  town  loU)  which  amcndOMnt 
was  agreed  to. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  RUGGLE3, 

Oi)  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  amendment  wu 
further  amended,  by  inserting  a  proviso  that  no  written 
or  verbal  contract,  mortgage,  or  other  encumbrance, 
made  with  a  view  to  evade  the  proviiiont  of  tbii  actt 
^all  be  binding. 

Mr.  WIIITB  moved  an  amendment,  striking  out  the 
provision  permitting  a  purchaser  of  the  public  lands  at 
any  lime  within  fire  years  to  relinquish  the  land  pur- 
chased and  receive  back  the  purchtse  money. 

After  some  remarks  in  support  of  this  amendment,  by 
Messrs.  WHITB,  LINN,  GRUNDT,  and  CLAT,  it  wu 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDT,  tbe  bill  was  here  laid  on 
Iht  table,  to  allow  him  lo  make  ■  motion  with  Ttfpid  to : 
tbe  qiialiBealion  of  the 

MICHIGAN  SENATORS. 

A  messapre  was  then  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  by  Hr.  Avdb>w  Jicssoir,  Jr.,  his 
aecmtary,  alating  that  the  Preaident  bad  signed  tbe  bill 
for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Unioo 
on  an  eqiitl  footing  with  the  original  Statea. 

The  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Joair  Noarsu  and  tbe 
lion.  Lucius  Ltoit,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Michigan,  on  Ihe  10th  November,  1833,  to  rep- 
reient  that  Slate  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
were  read  by  the  Secretary)  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDT,  the  usual  oath  to  sfipport 
the  constitution  of  the  United  State*  was  administered  to 
Messrs.  NonritL  »nd  Ltoh  by  the  Vice  Pretideat,  and 
thej  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  nf  Hr.  GRUNDT,  the  land  bill  wu  again 
taken  upt  when 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  submitted  an  amendment,  lo  allow  to 
fahers,  in  each  of  Ihe  States,  having  children  between 
the  ages  of  twelve  and  twenty-one  years,  or  to  mothers 
of  such  children,  whose  fathers  are  dead,  to  enter  a 
section  of  lan<l  in  the  name  of  each  child,  the  patent  not 
to  issue  until  the  child,  in  wfaoM  name  the  enti^  is  made, 
becomes  of  age. 

Hr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  he  had  expected  that  the 
Cummitlee  on  Public  Lands  would  have  submitted  an 
amendment  of  the  characterortheonehe  hadjuitofferedi 
but  inasmuch  as  they  had  not  done  to,  he  felt  it  his  duty  lo 
ofTerit,  and  to  a'ate  conciaely  the  reason  why,  in  hia 
opinion,  it  should  be  adopted.  In  the  old  States  of  this 
Union  it  was  well  knuwn  that,  when  a  father  of  a  ftimily 
getii  a  little  forward  in  the  worki,  there  was  nothing 
more  common  than  t'ur  him  to  go  into  the  new  Statesfor 
ttte  purpose  of  purchasing  lanti,  o  a  provision  for  his 
chiLlrrn  when  they  became  of  age.  These  people  (Hr. 
B.  said)  seldom  purchased  more  than  a  half  section  of 
land;  and  if  gentlemen  wished  to  restrict  the  opemllon 
of  hisamendnientlo  this  quantity,  he  should  have  no  great 
objection  to  it.  The  land  is  thus  purchased,  (oontinued 
Mr.  B.,]  and  ss  sure  as  the  child  for  whom  it  is  intended 
becomes  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  goes  out  lo  the 
West  with  his  wagon  and  horses,  and  farming  imple- 
ments^ and  becomes  the  very  best  aetlle^hat  the  new 
Slates  can  have.  No  speculation  wai  intmded  by  this 
mode  of  purchase,  and  none  Cfwld  potHbly  take  place 
under  it.   It  would  be  n  great  adveatage  lo  the  eitiaeni 


of  the  old  States  to  permit  them  in  this  way  to  provide 
for  their  children,  and  he  apprehended  that  the  new 
States  wmild  be  equally^  benefited  by  b«nr  thus  pro- 
vided with  such  a  meritorious  clasa  of  settlers  as  the 
sons  of  llie  industrious  and  rentectable  larmera  of  ibe 
old  States.  Mr.  B.  laid  be  had  hoped  thet  tbe  Com- 
raittf  e  on  Public  Lands  vouM  bave  offered  tbii  sfli'nd- 
raent;  but,  as  they  had  not  done  so,  be  had  felt  k 
bis  duly  to  submit  it  to  the  oonsideratron  of  the  Benttc^ 
trusting  that  no  objection  would  be  mide  to  it. 

Hr.  CLAT  said  he  was  very  glad  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  offerol  the  amendment,  for  it  coutd 
not  have  come  from  a  more  appropriate  quarter.  But 
be  would  ask  why  there  was  to  be  any  greater  privilege 
in  the  case  of  a  child  of  a  provident  and  attentive  father 
than  in  that  of  a  ton  or  daughter  who  night  be  left  or- 
phans^ Di.l  not  every  consideration  of  humanity  carry  out 
the  principle  to  the  grandchild  as  well  astothechildf  Hs 
would  suggest,  then,  to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvaiin 
so  to  modify  bis  amendment  as  to  embrace  that  relatiaa 
as  well  as  the  others. 

Hr.  WALKER  aaid  that  it  would  be  reeolleeted  by 
the  Senate,  that  among  the  greatest  objeelions  to  the 
bill  was  that  raised  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Ewise,]  that  it  would  increase  instead  of  diminishing 
the  land  sales,  by  facilitating  the  entry  of  landt  that  in- 
dividaais  would  not  only  enter  lands  in  tbeirown  names, 
but  in  the  namea  of  all  their  children.  Now,  if  these  ob- 
jeetiontof  the  Senator  from  Ohio  would  apply  to  the  bill 
itself,  tliey  would  undoubtedly  apply  whh  stall  greater 
force  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 
He  did  not  himself,  however,  agree  with  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  and  would  have  no  objection  to  the  amend* 
ment  of  hia  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  with  a  slight  modi- 
ficBlion.  The  bill  itself  (Mr.  W.  said)  provided  for  the 
entry  of  lands  by  minors,  after  arriving  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  .years.  Therefore,  if  the  gentleman  would  con- 
fine his  amendment  to  minora  iKtween  the  ages  of 
twelve  and  eighteen  yeirs,  be  would  agree-to  it. 

Mr.  BWINO,  of  Ohio,  said  htt  objcctioa  to  the  bill  of 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi  wss  not  to  any  of  the  psr- 
ticulars  to  which  Ibe  gentleman  bad  just  referred,  but  it 
was  that  a  father  could  enter  in  the  name  of  his  wife  or 
child  a  tract  uf  land,  provided  he  lived  near  it,  but  that 
fathers  living  in  the  old  States  had  not  that  privilege. 
Now,  he  (Mr.  E.)  conceived  thia  to  be  a  great  ob- 
jection to  the  bill,  for  it  was  giving  a  great  preference  in 
nvor  of  actual  settlers,  over  those  living  at  a  diatancei  it 
was,  In  fuet,  placing  tt  in  the  pover  of  those  resident  on 
the  spot  to  monopoliae  to  the  amount  of  threefold  or 
fivefold  more  of  the  public  lands  than  those  living  at  a 
remote  diatanee  from  them.  He  thought,  then,  that  the 
bill  should  be  modified,  rather  than  the  amendment,  and 
so  as  to  confine  the  entry  of  lands  to  parents  in  behalf  of 
their  ditldren  wlw  may  be  between  the  age  of  twelve 
and  twenty-one  years. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
embarrass  the  bill  by  offering  any  provision  lo  it  which 
he  did  not  deem  abadutely  necessary,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent a  publio  good  from  being  converted  into  a  public 
evil;  but  he  could  not,  representing  as  hr  did  an  agri* 
eullural  community,  (many  members  of  which  were 
frequently  going  West  with  their  children,  whose  wel- 
fiire  was  of  some  Importance,)  ttirtgo  this  opportunity  of 
proposing  this  amendment.  He  should  like  to  know 
what  course  to  pursue  which  would  render  his  amend- 
ment successful.  If  so,  he  would  move  to  amend  the 
bill  as  reported  by  tbe  committee,  by  aaying  that  the  in- 
dividual should  enter  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  instead 
of  eighteen.  He  thought  it  was  but  proper  that  s  youth, 
before  arriving  at  the  are  of  twenty-one,  ought  not  lo 
have  any  inducement  omrcd  him  to  quit  tlie  patemat 
roof.   He  entertained  the  opinion  that  policy  and  pni- 
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denee  required  tliu  eourtet  uid  if  he  did  not  think  thtt 
their  wmt  •ome  danger  to  be  apprehended  in  rrgard  lo 
the  lots  of  the  smendmentt  he  sboutd  certainly  make  Ihe 
oiodificalion  which  had  been  luj^gested  to  him)  and  if 
any  gentleman  would  move  to  strike  out  *' eighteen," 
and  insert  *•  twen^-one,*'  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  then  Tota 
t*  earrjr  h'u  propoaition  inlo  execution. 

Ur.  LINN  iuggeated  to  the  Senator  from  Fennsylrania 
that  hi*  amendment,  as  it  stood  now.  would  be  more 
Kkely  to  receive  the  ¥ote  of  the  majority  than  if  modified. 
Mr.  L.  aaid  that  it  the  amendment  should  prevail,  it 
would  be  at  Tariance  with  the  whole  objector  the  bill. 

Mr.  MORRIS  contended,  that  iFthe  amendment  should 
prevul,  the  title  of  the  bill  Aould  be  changed.  It  ought 
to  be  entitled  ■<  A  bill  to  encourage  the  settlement  of 
the  public  lands  by  law."  He  repeated  that  if  the 
■oieadment  sliould  be  adopted,  it  would  entirely  destroy 
the  great  object  intended  to  be  aeeomplishedby  the  bill, 
and  open  wide  the  flood-gates  uf  speeulaiion. 

Mr.  BAYARD  remarked  that  the  tfTectofthe  bill, 
as  it  at  present  stood,  was  to  confine  its  benefits  entirely  ; 
to  the  iith^itsnts  of  the  neighborhood,  to  the  exclusion. 
In  £act,  of  ibuse  living  at  a  distance.  He  maintained  that 
the  ri^  of  entering  lands  riiould  be  given  to  the  uncles 
of  ehUdren,  and  also  to  guardian*,  at  well  as  fmliers  and 
Kfand&lhers,  in  behalf  of  the  child  or  children  whose 
parent  may  be  dead. 

Mr.  UOKRIS  hoped  the  amendment,  or  substitute,  for 
the  original  bill,  ss  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
be  Lands  and  amrndcd,  logetber  with  Ihe  amendment 
of  the  aen:itw  from  Pennsylvania,  mi^ht  be  printed,  and 
the  fiirther  consideration  of  the  subject  postponed  till  to. 
iBorrow. 

Mr.  WALKER  hoped  not.  If  the  proposition  of  the 
gen'leman  from  Fennsylrania  prevailed,  be  would  have 
no  objection  to  postpone  the  furtlicr  consideration  of  the 
bill  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LINN  wanted  the  bill  to  be  what  it  purported,  to 
isonfine  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers. 
Tliat  was  all  lie  desired. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed,  that  with  all  the  favor, 
able  feelings  he  had  fur  the  interests  of  the  West,  be 
did  not  know  that  he  could  vote  for  this  bill,  unless  it 
oolained  some  auch  pfoviwon  as  the  one  he  had  submit- 
ted. Was  this  amendment  to  open  wide  the  flood-gales 
of  speculation?  What  was  there  in  it  to  authorize  such 
a  prediction?  How  could  speculation  possibly  be  prac- 
tised under  it?  If  genllemen  thought  the  quantity  oi  lard 
too  great,  he  cared  not  ifthey  reduced  it  below  a  section) 
for  so  far  as  his  conatituents  were  concerned,  be  did  not 
beHeve  thst  one  in  a  hundred  of  them  ever  purchased 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  section. 

How  (Mr.  B.  aiked)could  speculation  everbe attempt- 
ed under  this  provision  f  No  patent  was  to  issue  until 
the  child  for  whom  tbe  land  was  purchased  arrived  at 
the  age  of  lwenly.one  yearsf  and  was  it  likely  Uiat  any 
faiber  would  travel  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  extreme 
Wetl  to  buy  land  fur  hia  child,  for  which  he  is  to  receive 
no  patent  fur  eight  or  ten  yeara,  encountering  all  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  the  journey  .with  a  view  uf 
making  a  speculation?  The  very  cireumslance  tliitt  no 
patent  is  lo  issue  until  the  child  becomes  twenty-one 
years  of  age  would  of  itself  prevent  the  ponibility  of  a 
opeculatifHi.  It  was  asking  a  little  too  much,  said  Mr. 
D.,  lo  expect  uiofthe  old  Sutes  to  vote  fi>r  a  bill  of  this 
kind,  without  some  such  provinon.  He  did  notaay  that 
he  would  not  vote  for  tha  bill  without  the  adoption  of 
the  principle  he  contended  for,  but  he  did  ssy  that  after 
the  bill  was  sufficiently  matured,  and  was  out  of  com- 
mittee, he  would  weigh  well  all  its  advantages  and 
disadvantages,  and  that  the  absence  of  this  provision 
might  turn  the  scale  against  it.  Mr.  B.  suggested  that 
H  would  be  better  to  postpone  the  bill  for  the  present, 
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until  all  the  amendments  were  printed.  '  He  did  not 
know  at  preaent  whether  he  would  or  would  not  make  a 
modification  of  hit  amendment,  but  he  certainly  would 
contend  for  tlw  principle  it  contained  with  all  the  ability 
be  poaseased. 

Mr.  RING,  of  Alabama,  made  tome  observations  in 
fiiTor  of  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
HoBBis.]  He  wished  to  see  tbe  bill  in  print  in  tb« 
shape  in  which  it  now  stood,  in  order  to  thoroughly  un* 
derstanding  it  before  voting,  or  agrreeing  to  it  as 
amended  in  committee.  It  was  not  now  the  bill  It  was 
as  it  came  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  for  it 
had  undergone  many  amendmentst  and  though  a  number 
of  them  were  said  lo  be  verbal,  yet  he  apprehended 
that  they  had  materially  changed  the  character  of  the 
(H^ginal  bill.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  said  theamcnd- 
raenl  of  the  Senator  from  Pennaylvania  [Mr.  BtrcaairAX] 
would  change  the  whole  character  of  the  bill)  and  if  so, 
he  could  not  vote  for  it)  for  the  principal  object  they 
all  had  in  view  was  to  check  speculation,  lessen  the 
gieat  amount  of  the  land  sales,  and  thus  diminish  a  too 
redundant  revenue.  These  were  the  objects  for  which 
the  bill  waa  introduced,  and  he  wished,  by  having  tbe 
bill  printed  as  it  then  stood,  to  see  how  fvt  it  retained 
its  original  character.  He  was  not  disposed  10  enter  in- 
to an  examination  of  all  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  do  so,  in  consequence  of  the 
changes  that  had  been  made  in  it  by  the  many  amend* 
mcnta  which  were  called  verbal,  and  which  no  Senator 
had  been  able  to  keep  an  exact  account  of.  It  was, 
therefure,  necesnry  that  the  wbda  sBfajJeet  should  b« 
distinctly  presented  to  the  Senatp  before  taking  any 
further  question  on  it,  as  nothing  could  be  gained  br 
hurrying  the  question  before  the 'details  were  arrangedi 
He  wished,  further,  to  see  what  modification  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  would  give  to  his  amendment. 

After  some  remarks  from  Ur.  WALKER  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  postponement. 

The  question  waa  taken  on  Mr.  Hoaais's  motion,  and 
Ihe  bill  was  postponed  till  to-morrow,  and  the  amend> 
ments  of  the  committee,  with  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  BuonairAir,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  postpone  the  previous  or- 
derx,  and  lake  up  the  bill  designating  and  limiting  the 
fund)  receivable  for  dues  by  the  United  States. 

Hr.  BWING  expressed  an  opinion  in  favor  of  th« 
motion,  and 

Hr.  RUGGLE8  against  it,  inasmuch  as  it  waa  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  land  bill,  whose  fate  ought 
first  lu  be  sKcrlained. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  thought  gentlemen  did  not  duly 
sympathize  with  those  who  were  suffering  embarrass- 
ment under  the  operation  of  the  Treasury  order.  Every 
hour  that  order  eontinued,  it  inflicted  injury  and  degra^ 
dation  on  the  West.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  be  taken 
up,  and  called  fur  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Ibe  motioDi 
which  were  ordered. 

Ur.  Kl  NG,  of  Alabama,  said  he  should  vole  for  taking 
up  the  bill,  because  lie  believed  it  right  and  proper  lo 
Irgislate  on  the  subject,  and  not  because  he  considered 
the  continuance  of  Ihe  Treasury  order  as  in  any  way 
degniding.  He  could  see  no  special  connexion  between 
this  measure  and  the  Lnd  bill,  to  require  a  delay  of 
this  bill.  The  action  on  the  land  bill  ahould  terminate. 
This  meastire  ahould  be  carried  independently  of  that. 

Mr.  MORRIS  s>id,  if  the  object  wms  lo  take  an  imme- 
diate vote  on  Ihe  bill,  he  was  opposed  lo  taking  it  up. 
He  was  not  now  disposed  to  vote  either  for  this  bill  or 
the  amendment.  He  was  opposed  to  the  Governntent'i 
interfering  in  any  way  with  the  State  institutions  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  and  banks  were  SUta  lnBtitutif.nf. 
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Sbkatx.] 

■a  ■  — 

The  queition  beinR  then  put,  on  taking  up  the  bill, 
WM  decideil  by  yens  tnd  na>t,  u  follows: 

YiAB— Meism.  Bayard,  BUek,  Buch«iun»  Citlhoun, 
Clay,  Clivton,  Cnttriulen,  Culhhrrt,  Davi%  Ewtnfjf  bf 
lllinuis  Kwinf{  of  Oliiu*  Ilemlrick*,  Hubbard,  Kenr, 
KinK  of  AbbaiM,  King  of  Geoi^ist  Kniglit,  Moore, 
Nicholai^  Nonrell,  Prenlit",  Pmtun,  Rivet*  Rnbbin*, 
Itobinton,  Sevier,  SmitlMrd,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Tomliiiion.  Walker,  While— 33. 

Nat>— Mcwr^  Benion,  Browni  Dana,  Fulton,  Orun* 
dv.  Linn.  Morrif,  Nilcs,  Page,  Ruffle*,  Strange, 
WHght— 13. 

8u  the  Senate  decided  Ibat  tfa*  bill  riwuM  be  taken 
Dp. 

Hr.  BIVES  tliercupon  offVred  an  amendment,  to  ex- 
tend the  prohibiiion  respecting  the  notes  of  banks 
laming  notra  of  small  deiiuminNlions  to  as  to  embrace, 
aher  the  30(h  of  December,  1841,  notes  of  (30.  [The 
bill  only  extended  lo  those  of  five  and  of  ten  dollars.] 

He  supported  the  amendment  in  a  short  speech, 
tirging  (lie  moral  efTrct  of  the  measure,  and  its  neerasity, 
as  the  only  means  of  effecting  the  enlaigeiaent  of  ibe 
•pecie  basM  of  our  circulation. 

Mr.  RWING  referred  tn  a  proviaion  in  the  bill  which 
requires  the  dep'witc  banks  to  receive  and  pass  lo  the 
crnlil  of  Oi>Ternment  all  such  bank  notes  asthey  receive 
in  general  depmiite.  This  look  away  their  power  to 
oppress,  and  reconciletl  him  to  the  bill,  which  should 
HW  have  hia  vote.  I'he  effect  of  Mr.  Rires's  amend* 
picnt  would  foe  to  conliDe  the  circutatiun  of  ihe  larxe 
IMitrs  in  the  West  to  the  banks  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  tlie  depoatte  banks,  while  all  the  small  mites  circula- 
ting there  would  be'  thine  of  banks  at  a  distance,  to 
whom  it  was  of  Iru  consequence  ihxl  their  nnles  Bhoutd 
be  rereived  at  (he  lant)  offieea  than  that  tlicir  small  notes 
shuiild  have  a  wide  C'rculatiun. 

AHer  some  remarks,  of  Mr.  NILE!!,  anj^  a  brief 
speech  from  Mr.  WALKBHt  (he  question  on  Mr. 
Rivis'i  •mendnent  was  decided  by  yeas  wid  nays,  as 
follows  I 

Tbas— Menrs.  Benion,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cilthhert, 
Dtiia,  Bwing  of  Illinois  Pultnn,  Hrundy,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  I.yoo,  Nilea,  Niirvell,  Page, 
Preston,  Hives,  R-.binson,  Sevier,  Strange,  THltm>.di;e, 
Tipton,  Walker,  While,  Wrghi— 25. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayanl,  ItLck,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks  Krnt,  Kmg  of  Ala* 
baoia,  Kntght,  Muore,  Morris,  Nicholai^  Prentiss,  Rub* 
bins  Southard,  Swift,  Tumlinsun— 18. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  its  engnnsilMnt. 

Tbe  Senate  then  adjourned. 

FaiDiT,  Jakvavt  ST. 
MICHIGAN  SENATORS. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  o'vaerved  thut  yesterday  the  Senators 
from  the  Slate  of  Michigan  were  admilled  to  their  aeals) 
and  as  the  constitution  required  lliat  they  Bhould  he 
placed  in  tlieir  appmpriute  classes  he  supp'sed  that 
thh  had  better  be  done  al  once.  He  wnultl  ttiercfoie 
submit  a  reaolution,  and  ask  for  iit  immediate  aditpiion. 
Mr.  G.  then  siibmilied  lite  following  resolulion,  which 
was  considered  and  adopted: 

Retohed,  Titat  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascrrlain  the 
clashes  i»  which  Ihe  Senators  from  the  Stale  of  Michigan 
shall  he  insrried.  in  conformity  witb  tlie  reaululioii  of 
Ihe  14th  Muy,  17h9. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  lAserved,  that  before  submitiinff  the 
motion  lucairy  the  re»olui1oo  intoeB'eci,  a  wiird  of  ex- 
pUnafion  would  perlmps  be  neceswiry.  Tht-re  were, 
according  to  the  c>M<Biiiotir.n,  three  classes  «f  S»  natiir-j 
•nd  there  wasanequ.l  number  of  each,  until  Itie  Coming 
in  of  Ibe  Sciwtors  from  Arkaniasi  but  one  of  tbeoi 


drawing  number  one,  and  the  other  number  three,  of 
courae  there  were  more  of  tliese  numbers  than  of  number 
two.  This  he  had  in  view  in  drawing  up  the  motion, 
and  by  providing  that  numbers  two  and  three  only  riiaU 
be  drawn,  Ihe  inequality  would  be  leisencd. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRVNUY.  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  put  Into  the  btllpt  bos 
two  papers  of  equal  siie,  one  of  which  shall  be  number- 
ed two,  and  tbe  other  aball  be  a  blank,  and  each  Sens* 
tor  shall  draw  out  one  papert  that  the  Senator  who 
shall  draw  the  paper  numbertwo  shall  be  inserted  in  tlie 
class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  service  will  expire  on 
the  Sd  day  of  March,  18S9|  that  the  Secretary  then  put 
into  the  ballot  box  two  papers  of  equal  s<xr,  one  of 
which  ahsit  be  numbered  one,  and  the  other  ihall  be 
numbered  three,  and  the  other  Senator  ahati  draw  out 
one  papert  that  if  the  paper  drawn  be  number  one,  the 
Senator  shall  be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Sena'ora  whose 
terms  nf  service  will  exipre  the  3d  day  of  March,  18J7i 
and  if  the  paper  drawn  be  number  three,  the  Senator 
shitll  be  inserted  in  the  cIms  of  Senators  whose  terms  of 
service  will  expire  the  3cl  day  of  Hardi,  IStl. 

in  pursuance  of  the  above  order,  Heaars.  Nobvxlk 
and  Ltox  proceeded  to  draw  ballots  for  their  respective 
claa!>e8(  when  Mr.  Lxov,  drawing  number  two,  was 
clasaed  with  Ihe  Senators  whose  terms  of  service  expire 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1839t  and  Hr.  NoarxLt,  drawing 
number  ihree,  was  clasaed  with  the  Stnalora  whose 
tei  ms  of  service  expire  on  the  Sd  of  March,  184L 

AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number  of 
citizens  of  the  District  of  Columhia,  aUiing  tliat  thejr 
had,  a  number  of  years  paat,  formed  an  assoeiaiion  lor 
ciilonizing  free  negroes,  with  their  own  consent,  on  lh« 
coast  of  Africa^  that  many  ilonalions  had  been  made  to 
them  in  money  snd  in  tandp,  ,w  hicli  last  species  of  prop* 
erty  they  could  not  render  available,  in  coneequence  of 
their  not  having  a  charter,  and  praying  for  an  act  of  In* 
corporation  lo  enable  them  to  hold  and  convey  real  e» 
late.  Mr.  C-  mnvt-d  to  refer  this  memorial  lo  the  CoiB> 
mitlee  on  the  Dialrict  of  Columbia. 

Ml-.  CALHOUN  regretted  that  the  Senator  from  Ken> 
tucky  had  ihouKlit  fit  to  present  this  memorial,  and  dep* 
recited  atty  discusaion  or  agitation  of  the  suhjfcl,  which 
he  thought  would  rather  tend  to  increase  ihan  loallxjr 
Ihe  excitement  which  had  been  produced  by  an  injufli- 
cious  interference  with  «  question  of  much  delicacy. 
He  did  not  intend  to  oppoae  the  reference  of  the  memo* 
rial,  hut  he  indulged  the  hope  lhat  Ibe  comm  ttee  wunld 
aee  Ihe  propriety  of  nut  acting  un  it  during  this  session. 

Mr.  CLAY  regretted  extremely  that  there  ahould  have 
been  any  expreaaion,  even  in  a  modified  form,  in  cippo> 
hilion  to  ihe  object  which  the  memorialiats  dcbirc  to  at* 
iftin.  1'he  ilay  would  come,  he  would  venture  to  pre* 
diet,  when  the  people  living  iu  all  portions  of  this  vast 
continent  would  become  eooveris  to  the  American  colo- 
nization scheme,  and  become  convinced  of  iis  utdily,  and 
the  humane  priuciplt-a  by  which  il  is  characierixol  in 
Btrivtog  lo  ameliorate  the  present  coiidiUoti  of  the  Afri- 
csn  race. 

Toe  object,  then,  of  the  memorialisli:,  was  to  send 
free  negrui-s,  with  their  own  vtiluntary  consent,  to  Li- 
beria. They  do  nut  deaire  in  intieh  any  interest  nor  any 
properly— to  afFect  no  right  of  any  citixen  here,  or  in 
ilie  Slate!!.  The  memorialists  come  here  and  It-ll  ihe 
Senate  lhat  many  donations  have  been  made  lo  ihem, 
fiom  lime  to  time,  buih  in  land  and  money,  aiul  it  wu 
of  Ihe  highfsl  importance  that  aoch  an  act  an  ility  ap* 
plied  fbrahiKiliI  be  granted.  He  m'ght  remind  the  Sen- 
ate of  a  donation  that  was  given  the  Colnnisalioii  Socie- 
ty by  one  nf  the  best  ami  greatest  men  this  country  had 
ever  pro  luccd-4«  meant  ibe  Ute  TCHomble  ca^PrCM- 
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dent  Hulison.  He  bequeithed  the  dunition  (on  ie> 
count  of  there  not  be'mff  in  exittence  luch  wa  act  u 
these  memorisliaU  pray  fur)  to  Mr.  Gurley,  for  the  ben- 
efit or  tlie  soetely.  AlthoiiRh,  in  the  preteitt  easp,  (he 
Iniat  was  Taiihrully  executed,  in  other  case*  it  might  not 
bet  hcncpa  tberciore,  llie  mepiurialiata  aak  for  an  act  oi 
iMorporation,  in  order  that  tht-y  can  reeehre  what  may 
be  given  tbem.  Now,  the  object  »aadear,  waa  inter- 
eating,  was  ju«t,  waa  nalurat;  and  he  could  not  bnt  ( x- 
preaa  hit  hope  that  an  act  of  incorporation  would  be 
granted  (kem. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  after  aome  rrtnarka  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Cut,  aud  that  froni  the  firat  to  the  last  he  had  been  un- 
der the  imprMaion  that  any  iBterferenee  with  the  objecta 
of  thit  tociety  by  the  Genenl  Government  would  not 
only  be  uneonttiiational,  but  would  have  the  noat  ml^ 
chrevDut  effeoia.  He  would  rrmind  the  Srnator  from 
Kentucky,  who  had  mentioned  the  Ute  Hr.  Matliaon  aa 
one  or  the  friends  of  the  Colon-zition  Society,  that  that 
great  atalesman  was  so  airici  in  his  notions  st  to  the 
fCrsnlinf  of  charters  by  the  General  Uovemment,  that 
be  bad  vetoed  the  act  of  Confreaa  tneorporstlng  a  church 
In  Alexandria.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  muat 
know  that  great  diversily  of  opinion  existed  among  the 
wisest  and  best  men  of  ihe  cmintry  aa  to  the  ultimate 
good  to  be  eff;?c<ed  by  this  socielyi  and  that  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  of  the  great  body  of  ihe  people  of  the 
South  waa  against  it.  Nine  tenths  of  the  S'lulhern  peo- 
ple at  Iratt,  aaiil  Hr.  C.,  were  opposed  to  any  interfer- 
enee  with  the  objecta  of  ihia  soetely  by  the  General  Guv- 
cmment. 

Hr.  WALKER  did  not  intend  to  diaenu  ur  agitate  the 
qneation  at  tliia  time.  He  would  only  ttate  thst,  among 
the  unfortunate  consequences  which  bad  been  produced 
in  Nisaiwppi,  owing  to  the  movements  of  the  abolition* 
lets,  was  tlie  unpopularity  iif  the  Colan'Mtion  Society, 
which  previously,  on  the  onntrsry,  bad  been  extremely 
po^hr.  There  were  many  inrlividuali  in  that  Slate 
who  had  been  very  beneficent  liontributora  to  it,  but 
who  now  were  opposed  to  it.  He  thought,  thrrcforr, 
that  the  present  waa  a  most  unfortunate  period  fur  the 
•gitalion  uf  this  question, , not  only  SB  regarded  Ihe  coun- 
try, but  for  the  ultimate  succeas  of  the  Colonixation  Sn- 
ciely.  He  hoped  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  not, 
ander  these  circumstances,  press  the  subject  for  the  con- 
wderation  of  Congress.  At  aome  more  auapieious  time, 
when  the  agitation  of  the  abditiontita  shall  have  subsi- 
ded, and  when,  too,  the  country  couU  look  unbiased  at 
the  request  of  the  memorialtata,  then  would  be  the  more 
appropriate  period  to  ui^e  the  matter. 

Mr.  CLAY  replied  that  he  should  be  extremely  bsp. 
py  if  he  could  reconcile  it  lo  his  sense  cf  duly  to  con- 
ftnrm  to  the  wiahea  of  the  Senator  from  UisaiaBippi,  [Mr. 
'WaUEtBi]  but,  after  much  reflection,  he  waassliifiedthat 
it  was  hia  duty  lo  preaent  the  memorial,  and  to  advocate 
the  reference  be  bad  propoKd.  Be  apved  witb  the 
Smiator  in  tlunkii^  that  irtiatever  of  unpopabriiy 
bad  been  given  to  thia  Colonisation  Society  resulted  ex* 
chiKvely  the  acts  of  the  abolitionistsi  and  be  wcnild 
take  this  occasion  to  sa^  that,  aa  faf  as  he  understood 
their  ottjects,  they  were  just  as  much  opposed  to  the  Col. 
onixation  Society  as  to  the  alaveholdera  of  the  South* 
deoMneii^  it  and  Imputing  motivei  to  It  which  did  not 
rxiit,  and  In  bet  assailing  it  in  every  pesaible  form. 
With  r^rd  to  the  veto  of  Mr.  Madison,  alluded  to  by 
the  Senator  fnm  South  Carolina,  it  would  be  recollected 
that  K  waa  made  on  the  grounds  that  the  act  was  to  in- 
corporate a  religious  aasocialion,  which  Hr.  Madison 
supposed  would  come  in  conflict  wtih  that  provision  of 
the  constitution  which  declsrea  that  Congress  aball  make 
no  law  respecting  the  establiahment  of  religion,  or  pro* 
hibithig  tbe  ftM  extrciae  thereof. 

Mr.  C.  doubted  Iht  Mcuracy  of  the  opiniow  of  the 


Senator  teota  South  Carotins,  as  to  the  oppmition  of  the 
South  lo  the  Colonisation  Society.  Of  the  alavehokling 
States,  he  was  well  aaaurrd  that  a  majority  uf  the  people 
of  Virginia,  Hsrylsriil,  Kentucky,  and  Tenneasee,  and 
North  Carolina,  were  in  favor  uf  its  obj^la.  He  did  not 
know  but  that  the  people  ofSnuih  Carolina  and  Georgia 
were  opposed  to  it,  and  he  could  not  speak  as  to  Ala- 
bamat  but  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  liad  just  aaaured 
them  that  thia  society  was  highly  popular  in  hia  Slate, 
until  the  excitement  produced  by  Ihe  abolitionists  had 
brought  it  into  discredit. 

HA  BUCHANAN  rose  to  make  a  auggestion  to  the 
Senator  from  Kentuckyt  and  that  was.  that,  if  an  act  of 
incorporalion  be  granted  at  all,  it  muat  not  be  confined 
in  ita  <q>eratian  to  the  District  of  Columbia)  it  must  go 
to  tbe  extent  of  the  whole  Union.  It  sppeared  tu  bin 
(Mr.  B-]  that  thia  was  not  a  proper  subject  lo  be  refer* 
red  to  tlie  Committee  on  the  Dislnct  of  Columbia,  which 
was  a  committee  having  a  great  deal  of  business  to  at- 
tend to,  though  not  of  a  chamcttiy  of  such  general  tm. 
puriance  aa  was  connected  with  this  menioriat.  Ho 
shduldi  therefore,  think  it  would  be  belter  to  have  a  spo. 
cisi  committee  on  this  qneation.  Tlie  gentleman  from 
Krnlncky  understood  this  matter  perfeolly  veil,  and 
.  should  be  placed  at  the  head  of  it,  and  could  bring  for* 
ward  such  »  proposition  as  would  meet  general  appro* 
bation.-  He  (Mr.  U.)  therefore  moved  that  tiie  nemo- 
rial  be  rerened  to  a  sett-ct  committee. 

Mr.  CLAY  obstrrved  that  he  understood  the  subject, 
and  had  determined  to  make  his  proposition  u  free  from 
objceiioM  aa  poasiblet  and,  therefore,  he  limited  tli* 
powers  of  Ihe  aet  of  ineorpontion  to  tbia  District  only. 
He  waa  perfectly  aware  that  in  an  attempt  to  givo 
it  a  general  character,  so  that  the  aociety  might  ealab- 
liab  brandies  here  and  there,  a  conititutioDal  queaiion 
would  aiise.  He  hoped  the  Senator  from  Penna)Ivania 
would  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  tt  lect  commitlee.  Ho 
(Mr.  C.)  did  himself  doubt  whether  Congreaa  had  th« 
power  to  pass  an  act  of  incorporalion  whidi  ahuuld  havo 
powers  beyond  the  Diatrict  uf  Columbia*  But  aa  to  iho 
memorial,  he  would  suy  thai,  aa  it  came  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  the  proper  reference  was  to  the  com* 
miltce  having  charge  uf  its  affiurs,  to  which  it  might  bo 
senlf  and  he  hoped  that  it  would  report  a  bill  «a  aiMedil/ 
as  possible.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would  not  postpOM 
tl>e  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  conceived  that  the  Senator  froa 
Pennsylvania  had  taken  the  proper  view  of  this  queatioo. 
lie  thought,  too,  that  it  should  be  referred  to  a  seleee 
committee.  Tho  Senator  from  Kentucky  and  himself 
view  the  subject  in  a  very  HifiVrent  point  of  view.  A 
mysterious  I'rovidence  had  broiiglit  the  black  and  tho 
white  people  together  from  different  parts  of  the  globe, 
snd  no  humsn  power  could  tuiw  Fcparate  them.  Tho 
whiles  are  an  European  race,  being  mastersi  and  tbe  Af- 
ricans sre  the  inferior  race,  and  alavra.  He  believed 
that  they  could  exist  among  us  peaceably  cwHifb,  if  un- 
disturbed, for  all  timet  anil  it  wu  hia  opinion  titat  tiMl 
Colon-zation  Society,  and  alt  the  other  schemes  which 
had  been  gotten  up  through  mistaken  notions  of  phitu* 
thropy,  in  order  to  bring  about  an  alteration  in  the  Qon- 
dttion  uf  the  African,  ItMl  a  wrong  foundation,  and  wera 
calculated  to  ^sturb  ibe  exiaiing  relations  between  iha 
two  racesi  and  the  relations  between  the  North  and  thfl 
South.  He  knew  the  Sen»tor  from  Kentucky  viewed 
the  subject  in  s  very  different  light,  for  he  had  stated  oft 
many  occasions  the  opinions  he  held.  He  (Mr.  C>)  be» 
lieved  that  tbe  very  existence  of  the  South  depended 
upon  the  existing  relationa  being  kept  up,  and  that  vtttf 
scheme  which  might  be  introduecd,  having  for  its  o|^ 
Ject  an  alteration  in  the  condition  of  the  negro,  wu 
pregnant  witb  danger  and  ruin.  It  wu  ■  benevolcaC 
object,  ud  bigbly  dcalnbk  that  th»  btoariogi  of  eivill- 
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salion  ftnd  ChriMianily  should  be  introduced  inlo  be> 
flighted  Arric&t  but  this  was  *  Government  of  limited 
powers,  snd  hkd  no  more  lo  do  wilh  free  nej^roea  than 
with  slmii  and  if  Africa  was  lo  be  Clinslianized  and 
civilised,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  done  hy  Ihia  Govern- 
ment  tetiil|f  beyond  its  constitutional  powers.  It  «u  a 
matter  of  lillle  impoHanee  to  him,  whether  the  memori. 
al  shoutd  be  referred  lo  a  select  commiltee,  or  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr,  PRESTON  expressed  his  hope  (hat  the  memorial 
might  be  sent  to  the  Commiiiee  on  the  District. 

Mr.  STHANG&  said  that  he  should  be  compelled  to 
vote  against  the  reference  or  the  memoriat  to  any  com- 
mittee whatsoever.  He  cmncided  in  opinion  with  both 
the  Senalora  from  South  Carolina,  that,  were  an  act  of  in- 
corporation paated,  iUeffeetswouM  be  coextensive  wilh 
the  Union  itself.  And  he  ahould  deprecate  more  the 
location  or  a  society  at  this  point  than  al  any  other,  be- 
cause of  its  commandinfr  position,  and  on  account  of  its 
indicating  the  right  orCongress  to  interfere  with  so  deli- 
cate and  important  a  subject.  It  was  imposiible  to  be  so 
obluM  as  ncft  to  aee  that  ihis  society,  with  its  Briareus 
anna,  would  exercise  a  great  influence  over  the  io- 
teresla  of  the  Southern  country.  M'hat  wou'd  be  its  ef- 
fccia,  but  to  hold  out  to  the  ►lave  population  a  desire  to 
Iweome  free*  He  meant,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  in  which  they  live.  They  did  not  generally  de- 
nre  freedom,  in  their  degraded  condition,  and  most  of  the 
■laves  preferred  living  in  that  condition.  But  wlien  an  in- 
daeement  waa  held  out  to  them,  it  was  done  to  make  them 
discontented  with  the  situation  in  which  God  bad  placed 
them.  He  bad  been  oppoaed  to  the  Bank  oftlie  United 
States,  because  be  believed  Confess  had  no  power  to 
grant  a  charter  out  of  the  District  of  Columbia  t  and  for  the 
same  reason,  nearly,  be  waa  now  siso  opposed  to  granting 
an  set  of  incorporation  lo  the  Colonization  Snctety  in  this 
District,  because,  in  Its  very  nature,  its  operations  could 
not  be  confined  to  it  solely. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  after  a  few  remarks,  said  that  no 
gentleman  could  look  upon  this  question  without  pcr> 
ceiving  that  it  involved  one  of  ibe  greatest  constitution- 
al qaestions  that  could  possibly  be  raised.  What  waa  it' 
Simply  to  charter  the  Colonization  Society  of  the  District 
of  Columbia^  Why,  said  Mr.  B.,  are  not  the  members 
•f  tbia  society  scattered  all  over  the  Union,  and  is  it  not 
its  object  lo  esublish  an  empire  in  Africa?  Did  not  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  aay  that,  through  its  meann, 
etvtliiation  and  Christianity  were  to  be  extended  over 
Afriea>  These  were  most  benevolent  and  praiseworthy 
objects,  Mr.  B.  said,  and  he  hoped  Ihcy  might  succeed; 
but  he  would  ask,  were  these  grand  objects  to  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  con- 
Miliitcd,  aa  it  wao,  to  take  charpe  of  the  local  interests 
of  this  ten  miles  square'  He  could  not  think  that  this 
was  a  proper  question  for  the  consideration  of  the  Dis- 
trict Commitleet  but  it  would  be  an  appropriate  subject 
of  consideration  fur  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
which  was  constituted  In  take  cognizance  of  questions 
involving  constilutionsl  law.  Deairou)>,  however,  to 
bare  as  much  light  as  poswble  on  this  subject,  and 
knowing  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  it,  he  would  greatly  prefer  refer- 
ring the  memorial  to  •  aelcct  committee,  of  which  that 
gentleman  ahould  be  the  head,  in  order  that  the  public 
night  be  enlightened  by  the  able  report  that  lie  would 
nuket  bat  if  this  could  not  be  done,  he  thouj;ht  it  ought 
to  be  sent  to  the  standing  committee  which  had  a  pe- 
culiar charge  over  conbtilutional  questions. 

M^.  CLAT  said  the  argument  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania  was  founded  upon  the  liypotheais 
that  the  operations  of  this  society  were  not  lo  be  confi- 
ned to  the  Distinct  of  Columbifl,  but  were  to  be  coexten- 
with  tb«  Uiiioh.   It  should  be  recolleeted,  however, 


that  the  memorialists  did  not  come  here  to  ask  for  any 
legalization  of  tlieir  operations,  for  they  could  go  on,  aa 
they  had  already  gone  on  for  twenty  years  past.  They 
could  fit  out  their  vessels  from  Norfolk,  New  Orleans, 
an<l  elsewhere,  without  coming  to  ask  Congress  for  per- 
mianon.  Having,  then,  got  that  power  now,  tbey  did 
not  ask  the  aid  of  Congresa  to  carry  on  their  operatlont 
ia  that  respect  at  all.  The  error  into  which  the  gentle- 
man had  fallen  was,  in  not  limiting  his  views  to  this  sin- 
gle fact— that  the  memorialists  asked  Congress  to  grant 
them  simply  the  power  to  receive  and  to  hold  property 
bestowed  upon  them  by  vohintary  benevolence. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  ask  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  one  queation.  If  a  charter  waa  granted  by 
Congresa  to  this  society  in  the  District  of  Colunbia, 
would  not  the  whi^e  iodety  be  thereby  organised^ 
Would  not  the  presidents  and  ofRcera  of  the  auxiliary 
societies  act  in  obedience  to  this  society  here }  He  could 
not  (Mr.  B.  said)  conceive  of  two  distinct  societ'es. 

Mr.  CLAY  cmild  not  say  as  lo  iheofficera  of  the  aux- 
iliary sncictiesi  but  Ihe  actual  corporaton  would  be  re»> 
idents  of  the  District  of  Cohimbia. 

Mr.  STRANGE  would  aay  one  word  in  reply  to  th« 
last  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  If  the 
society  waa  efficient,  without  legislation,  why  dU  they 
desire  something  else?  And  that  brought  to  his  mind 
all  the  consequences  grow  ing  out  of  a  society  of  (hat 
character.  If  it  required  to  be  legalized,  be  would  dtp. 
recale  the  consrqnences  of  that  legalisation.  It  was  ap* 
parent  that  they  could  not  get  along  ao  well  without 
legislation  as  with  it.  He  was  opposed  tn  lending 
them  any  aasiatance  at  allf  for,  if  Congreas  granted  them 
simply  the  powen  they  asked,  it  would  be  doing  noth- 
ing 1c«a  than  to  lend  Iheir  countensnce  to  the  first  step 
of  a  great  systtm  pregnant  with  evil  to  Southern  inter- 
ests. He  did  not  doubt  that  the  gentlemen  who  brotigl.t 
forward  this  proposition  were  sincere,  and  that  the  CoU 
onisation  Society  wer«  actuated  by  benevolent  motives; 
but,  nevertheless,  he  was  unwilling  to  aid  them  by  legis- 
lation, ftn*  the  reaaona  which  he  had  already  stated. 

Mr.  RIVK9  remarked  that,  as  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  vote  for  the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  the 
Commiltee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  did  not  wish 
to  be  considered  as  expressing  any  opinion  thai  the  objects 
of  thia  society  could  be  accomplished  by  the  aid  of  Con- 
gress. While  he  did  not  believe  that  it  waa  eoinpetent 
fior  Congress  to  ineorponte  any  eneiely  « hoae  ohjecta 
extended  beyond  Ihe  limitaorihe  Distriirt,  and  were  co- 
extt  naive  with  the  Union,  he  was  yet  disposed  to  vote  ft  r 
the  reference,  on  the  assumption  (bat  the  acts  of  thia  so- 
ciety were  to  be  confined  lo  llie  District  of  Columb'S. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  felt  very  unwilling  that  the 
memorial  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  for  it  was  general  in  its  character, 
as  many  gentlemen  aeemed  to  Ihinkt  and  that  was  to  his 
miitd  the  very  reason  why  it  ibould  not  be  sent  to  this 
committee,  whose  duty  waa  toaltend  to  burineas  eonnect- 
ed  only  wilh  the  ten  milea  square,  and  to  guard  the 
rigliis  of  the  people  living  within  thst  space.  It  was 
quite  palpable  that  no  corporate  body  of  this  character 
could  be  eaiablished  here,  without  affecting  the  whole 
Union.  Why  did  nOt  (he  aocicty,  instead  of  coming  to 
Congresa  for  an  aet  of  ineorpontwn,  apply  to  sane  of 
the  Slates  of  the  Union.  Theh-  <Aject  was  elrnri  and 
he  could  not  but  regsrd  Ihia  aa  an  entering  wedge  lo 
more  extended  operations,  and  it  ahould  be  Iroalratcd  at 
once.  He  had  never  thrown  any  obstscle  in  the  wsy  of 
what  he  considered  praiseworthy  and  meritorious  on  the 
part  cf  Ihe  Colonization  Society)  but  it  waa  not  the  duty 
of  Congreas  to  lend  them  any  aaaiatance.  Mr.  K.  CSO' 
eluded  by  moving  that  the  mrnorial  be  laid  on  llie  table. 

The  iremorial  wai  then  laid  on  the  tablet  Ayca  34, 
no;.!  13. 
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REDUCTION  OP  THE  REVENUE. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  Mid  the  Committee  on  Fintncr*  to 
whM^  had  been  referred,  by  a  rewIulioD  of  (he  Senate 
of  the  19th  day  of  December  Uit,  ao  much  of  the  annual 
meaaiffe  of  the  Prea-dent  aa  relatea  to  the  reduction  of 
the  rcTcnue  to  tbe  wants  of  the  Goremment,  bad  direct- 
ed him  to  report  a  bill;  Rtidj  aa  ibe  bill  waa  not  accom- 
panied by  any  written  report,  he  hoped  he  ^ould  be  in- 
dulged  by  the  Senate  in  a  very  eoneiae  atatement  of 
.tome  of  the  principles  and  *ie»a  which  had  governed  the 
action  of  the  committee.  It  waa  not  hit  purpose  to  de* 
bate  tbe  bill  at  th(a  period,  but  merely  to  slate  iti  eon* 
lenta.  and  the  foundation!  upon  which  it  rested. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  was  his  duty  here  to  say  that.  In  oon. 
■rquence  partly  of  ill  health,  and  partly  of  other  and 
paramount  enpairements,  the  committee  had  been  t]e- 
prired,  durinff  all  its  deliberationa  upon  this  bill,  of  the 
valuable  advice  and  aid  of  one  of  its  members)  and  (hat, 
therefore,  nothinfjf  eontuned  in  the  bill,  and  nothing 
which  he  ^ould  asy,  waa  to  be  considered  aa  commit- 
ting ibat  member  of  the  committee,  or  as  ezpresNng  his 
views  upon  the  impoflantand  intereating  qtwationain- 
Tolved.  Tlie  werj  hte  trrival  In  the  city  of  anotber 
member  of  ihe  committee  had  prevented  bim  from  par- 
takii^Iully  in  their  deliberations.  Tbe  bill,  therefore, 
la  to  be  received  rather  as  the  conclusions  snd  recom- 
mendations of  a  bare  msjorily  of  the  committee,  than  of 
the  whole  committeri  and  it  was  his  duty  further  to  add, 
that  what  he  should  now  ssy  would  be  more  the  ezprea- 
iton  of  his  private  views,  and  the  motives  and  opinions 
which  had  governed  hia  Mtion,  than  any  thing  he  had 
been  either  luthorised  or  directed  by  the  conuDittee  ui 
■ay. 

The  reference  was  general,  and  applied  to  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  country.  This  revenue,  or,  more  prop- 
erly speaking,  (he  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  consists 
of  (wo  parts:  the  money  derived  from  the  duties  imposed 
upon  Importation',  which  la  revenue  proper,  and  the  re. 
criptsfrom  the  aalea  ot  the  pubUc  lands,  which  is,  in  fiut 
capital,  and  not  revenue.  The  committee,  upon  their 
first  view  of  the  reference,  eonwdcred  this  last  branch 
of  the  subject,  the  receipts  from  hindv,  more  properly 
to  l>elong  to  another  standing  eommitlee  of  tbe  Senate — 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Indeed,  at  the  very 
time  of  the  reference,  they  knew  that  tbe  atibject  of  the 
reduction  of  the  amount  of  money  flowing  into  the  pub- 
lic Treasury  from  (he  sales  of  the  public  landa  waa  un- 
der consideration  befinv  that  commrtteri  and  very  soon 
aAer  this  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Fintncr.  and 
before  that  committee  bad  made  it  a  subject  ofdelibera- 
lion,  the  Committee  nn  Public  Lands  reported  to  the 
Senate  a  hill,  having  for  its  object  the  reduction  of  this 
branch  of  the  receipts  into  the  public  I'reasury.  That 
bill  was,  long  since,  taken  up  for  action  in  (he  Senate; 
and  haay  for  many  days  now  laat  past,  occupied  tbe  prin- 
eipol  time  and  attention  of  the  body. 

The  Committee  oo  Finance,  therefore,  have  not,  at 
any  Hme,  considered  that  bran^  of  the  reference  be- 
fore them  for  their  Mtion,  or  that  (hey  have  been,  at 
any  period  rinee  the  refetcnoe,  at  liberty  to  consider 
and  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  W.  said,  another  conclusion  of  b'a  own  mind,  and 
one  be  believed  eaiXtng  alao  in  the  minds  of  his  cot- 
leagues  upon  the  committee  who  were  present  and  act- 
ing,  was,  that  if  Congress,  by  any  legislative  tetion.  at  i(s 
present  aesrion,  could  reduce  tbe  receipts  into  the  Treas- 
ury to  tbe  wantaof  the  Government,  the  most  impor- 
tant measures  to  reach  that,  object  must  relate  (o  the 
lands,  and  go  to  reduce  the  receipts  from  that  source. 
This  conclusion  was  founded  upon  the  amount  of  receipts 
from  Uiat  aource  for  tbe  last  (wo  years.  These  receipts 
for  tbe  years  1835  »nd  1836,  counted  together,  btd 


amounted  to  between  thirty.eight  and  ttiirty-ninc  miU 
liona  of  dollars,  he  did  not  know  but  full  thirty-nine  mil* 
lionat  a  aum  which  exceeded  the  usual-  estimate  of  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury  fur  the  (wo  years  mentioned.  -  If. 
then,  every  dollar  of  the  revenue  from  customs  were  in- 
stantly repealed,  and  ihe  receipts  from  the  Unds  were  to 
continue  at  the  rales  of  the  last  year,  (here  would  still  be 
a  surplus  in  tbe  Treasury,  or  tbe  expenses  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment must  be  swollen  beyond  the  amount  wbich  is  con- 
sidered economical  and  desirable.  It  was.  therefore, 
impouible  to  apply  an  cfRcient  and  adequate  remedy 
for  the  existing  evil  of  a  redundant  revroue  by  any. re- 
duction of  the  revenue  from  cmtoma.  The  receipts 
from  the  lands  was  the  teat  of  tbe  evil,  and  to  that  quar- 
ter (he  great  and  commanding  remedies  must  be  direcied. 
The  eommi(tee  hoped  and  believed,  during  the  whole 
of  (heir  deliberations,  that  Congress  would  pacs  tlie  ne- 
cessary laws,  during  its  pieacnt  session,  to  lop  ibis  branch 
of  our  public  receipts,  and  to  relieve  the  national  Treas- 
ury from  tlie  dangerous  plethora'now  weighing  upon  it 
from  thHt  source.  Mr.  W.  said  he  yet  entertained  that 
hope,  and  his  action  upon  the  interesting  and  important 
subject  of  a  reduction  of  our  ravenue  from  the  cu&toms 
bad  been  influenced  by  that  bope  snd  belier. 

Thus  conflned.  as  the  committee  believed  fliey  were, 
to  a  consideration  of  the  reduction  uf  the  duties  upon' 
customs,  another  principle  which  actuated  Itimsel^  and 
which  he  believed  actuated  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee who  participated  in  their  deliberations,  was  to 
move  cautiously  and  safely;  not  to  shock  the  public  sense 
by  any  haaiy  and  rash  movement  t  not,  if  that  could  possi- 
bly be  prevented,  to  disturb  any  permanent  and  impor- 
tant domestic  inierest  of  the  country,  which  had  grown 
up.  or  was  now  growing  up,  under  tbe  protection  of  our 
revenue  lawsi  but  to  go  an  far  as  the  existing  laws  would 
permit,  to  reduce  this  branch  of  the  revenue  without  in- 
curring any  of  Xhzae  evils.  Acting  upon  thia  principle, 
the  committee  had,  in  (he  bill  which  lie  was  directed  to 
report,  and  which  he  was  about  to  send  (o  the  Secre- 
tary's table,  added  to  the  list  of  free  articles  every  thing 
which  had  appeared  to  them  to  admit  of  being  made 
free,  without  injury  to  (he  interests  to  which  he  had  re 
ferrcd.  Every  article  proposed  (o  be. made  free  was 
distinctly  named  in  the  bill,  and  the  committee  had 
caused  a  statement  to  be  prepared,  from  the  tables  vf 
commerce  and  navigation  for  tbe  year  ending  on  the 
.SOtti  of  September,  1Bj5,  (the  last  table  ordut  descrip- 
tion which  is  yet  completed,)  showing  the  name  or 
designation  of  Uie  article,  the  present  rate  of  duty,  the 
amount  of  importations  for  the  year  1835,  the  amount 
otduly  paid  upon  theariieleas  calculated  upon  (hose 
imporl^ttiona,  and  the  amount  of  duly  proposed  to  be  re* 
diiced,  aa  estimated  upon  the  imporiations  of  that  year. 
Many  of  the  articles  named  in  the  bill  are  not  enumera- 
ted aeparately  the  titbles  ofcommerce  and  navigation, 
but  are  given  as  non-enumerated  articlrv,  and  so  group- 
ed aa  not  (o  ahow,  with  precision-,  the  importance  of 
eacbt  but  the  committee  believe  that  the  statement  will 
present,  with  aatiafactory  clearness,  (o  the  mind  of  every 
Senator,  the  effect  of  the  action  they  recommend  by  ihia 
part  of  their  bill.  This  statement  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  committee  to  ask  the  Senate  to  order  to  be  print- 
ed, to  accompany  the  bilit  and  they  felt  confident  it 
would  afford  greater  aid  to  the  action  of  (he  body  upon 
the  bill  thsn  any  oilier  form  of  written  report  they  could 
have  presented. 

Among  the  articles  proposed  to  be  made  free  would 
be  found '*  common  bj1I("  and  Mr.  W.  ssid,  while  it 
was  nut  bis  object,  at  thiii  time,  to  discuu  any  of  tbs 
merits  or  provisions  of  the  bill,  he  hoped  he  should  be 
pardoned  for  tbe  remark,  (hut  he  knew  (his  was,  by  far, 
the  most  important  article  inserted  in  the  free  list,  and 
tin  ariiole  much  more  fikely  than  any  other  to  excite  a 
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deep  frelinfr  in  the  emintry,  «nd  to  mret  with  firm  ftnd 
■pirited  opposition.  He  alio  knew  that  thia  vaa,  in  eer. 
tain  portions  or  the  Union,  a  prgteeted  anlcle»  and 
wouMt  in  that  sente,  be  coniidered  aa  iniertcd  In  viola* 
tion  of  the  yenfr«l  principle  by  which  the  committee  had 
priipo^d  to  govern  their  action.  Under  theae  convie* 
tion*,  tie  was  cnntoled  by  the  reflection  that  no  State  in 
the  Union  tield  bo  deep  a  stake  in  this  article,  aa  a  do- 
meitie  articlr,  and  one  of  donnestie  manu'aeiure,  ai  ihe 
State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  reprctent  here.  It 
was  an  irnportant  article  to  a  larg^  and  most  respectable 
data  of  the  dlizeni  oF  hia  State,  a«  one  of  production 
'  tnd  manufaetnrei  and  it  was  important  to  the  State  H> 
leif,  as  a  aouree  of  revenue  to  tlie  State  treaaury.  In 
these  aspects,  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  delicacy  of  his 
pmit'ion  in  having  conwated,  at  a  member  of  the  com- 
mitter, to  the  insertion  of  aalt  as  a  free  article,  and  in 
standing  here  to  ur^e  the  Senate  to  repeal  the  duly  upon 
it.  He  did,  however,  believe  that  the  universal  wish  of 
Ilia  eo|iatiinenta  was  that  the  revenues  of  this  Govern- 
tnent  ahould  be  reduced  to  the  economical  wants  of  ita 
Treasury,  and  that  they  did  qot  expeitt  to  reach  that  de> 
airable  result  without  themselvea  makinir  their  full  share 
of  sacrificea  to  the  common  otiject.  He  therefore  re- 
lied upon  their  liberality  and  patriotism  to  justify  him  in 
the  course  he  had  pnrsuedi  and  he  did  not  doubt  that 
they  would  justify  iheii*  represenlaiive*  upon  thia  floor, 
and  in  the  other  Hmise  of  Conjfreas,  in  consenting  to 
thia  reduction  of  mors  than  half  a  millioR  of  tax  upon 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  univeraal  neecesaaries  of 
life,  when  the  money  raised  upon  It  was  not  only  not 
wanted  for  public  expenditure,  but  was  producing  dan* 
gers  to  otir  institutions  greater  than  any  which  those  in* 
atitutiona  have  heretofore  encountered — the  dangers  of 
an  over-filled  Treasury  and  a  surplus  revenue.  He 
could  not  be  miiitaken  in  the  npinton  that  if  the  country 
could  be  effectually  discharged  from  ihrse  startling  dan* 
gers,  hit  eonstituenta,  patriotic  and  intell-gent  sa  they 
ever  had  been,  and  ttilt  are,  woald  not  only  jua'ify,  but 
applaud,  their  representstivea  here,  for  coming  forward 
and  offering  this  sacrifice  on  their  behalf,  to  reach  wo  im- 
portant a  national  good. 

Mr.  W.  sa-d  Ihe  article  of  *' wines"  was  another  im- 
portant article  which  had  presented  itrelf  to  the  notice 
iif  the  committee,  and  which  they  would  have  been  in- 
elinedatn  make  free,  had  it  not  been  their  duty  also  to  no- 
tice and  regard  the  slipulsiions  in  relation  lo  winealn  our 
hte  treaty  with  France.  Tho>e  stipulations  must  be  pre* 
served  with  all  the  national  faith  which  has  throughout 
the  whole  history  of  our  beloved  country  so  signally  dis- 
tinguished her  policy  towards  other  nations)  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  they  put  it  rut  of  Ihe  power  of 
Congress  to  make  any  wines  free  until  afler  the  ezpira* 
(Ion  of  the  term  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  during  which 
the  wines  of  Frsnce  were  to  have  extended  to  them  cer- 
tain advantages.  In  our  revenue  laws  over  the  winet  of 
other  countries.  Under  this  impression  the  committee 
have  recommended  a  further  reduction,  to  the  eztentof 
one  half,  of  the  existing  duties  upnn  all  wines,  from 
whatever  country  importedt  thus  preserving  the  propor- 
tions between  French  and  other  wine*,  slipu'ated  by 
the  treaty  to  be  preserved  in  our  future  legislation  upon 
thia  subject,  and  pursuing  the  asme  course  of  legislation 
which  Congress  has,  upon  two  former  oceUions,  since 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  pursued  in  regulating  the 
duliea  upon  wines. 

As  intimately  connected  with  this  branch  of  the  rrve-  ! 
hue  from  customs,  the  article  of  "spirits  made  from 
vinous  materials"  attracted  the  attention  of  the  commit-  j 
tee.    They  found  (he  existing  duties  upon  thia  dcMirip-  ^ 
tion  of  apirits  very  high,  ranging  from  fiHy-three  to 
cighiy-five  ecntt  per  gallon,  according  to  tho  ratea  cf 
proof  at  wbieb  the  spitrit*  maybe  Impwtcd;  nd  thai,  by 


applying  Ihe  aame  reduction  to  thia  clasa  of  duties  which 
the  committee  pn>pnse  to  apply  to  wines  themselves, 
they  would  be  able  tn  reduce  Ihe  current  revenue  by  a 
■urn  not  lr«i  than  from  fSTd^OOO  to  tSOO,000  per  annum. 
It  was  not  without  much  hentaney  and  doubt  tluit  the 
committee  adopted  thia  recommendation.  I'hcy  were, 
and  are,  fully  aenaible  that  a  proposition  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  Ihe  duties  upon  any  description  of  ardent  spirit! 
will  not  meet  with  favor  in  i>ic  minds  of  a  very  brge  por- 
tion of  our  citizens.  They  fefkno  certainly  lhal  it  will 
receive  the  ipprobalinn  of  the  Senate)  but  so  deep  wae 
the  conviction  inthenindaof  amajfirity  of  thecommittea 
of  the  neceatiiy  of  a  reduction  of  every  duty  net  protec- 
tive in  itt  dierecter^  to  aeciire  the  pretervatim  of  ihcea 
which  are  s<>,  that  they  felt  bound  to  make  the  propoaU 
tion,  and  present  it  to  Congreu.  The  reduetkm  in  tba 
revenue  which  will  be  effected  by  its  adoption  it  ao  im- 
portant in  amount,  that  the  coirmiltee  hope  it  will  re- 
ceive the  calm  and  caitdid  eonaideration  of  Senatora  be- 
fore a  determimtion  shall  be  made  in  diiriniah  ao  cxten« 
sively  the  beneficial  action  of  Ihe  bill  they  present.  To 
relieve  the  country  from  the  Incalculable  cvila  growing 
out  of  a  Mirploa  revenue  b  the  object  of  the  bil>t  to  do 
that  without  a  reduction  of  the  protecting  dutiea  has 
been  the  intentiun  of  the  committee.  Tliey  have, 
therefore,  not  touchfd  the  duty  upon  *■  spirits  front 
grain;'*  and  they  cannot  suppnae  that  the  reduction  Ihejr 
propose  upon  one  aingle  other  description  of  apirits 
will  bring  Ihem  at  all  into  injurioui  eompctitk»  with  d»* 
mcslie  spirits  of  any  kind. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  was  extending  hit  remaiks  furiher 
than  he  had  designed,  as  discussion  now  waa  not  Mt  ob- 
ject. He  would  not,  iher*  fore,  refer  to  any  other  arti* 
cles  sflVcted  by  the  iwn  first  aectiona  of  the  bill.  Tbo 
two  great  articles  of  salt  and  apirits  were  ihe  only  ones 
which  he  stlfipoaed  eraild  excite  much  interest,  or  lead 
lo  much  diacosMon  or<opposilion.  Hence  he  had  des'red 
to  bring  them  more  particularly  to  the  notice  of  ibe  Sen* 
ate.  It  might  be  found  that  other  articles  bad  been  un- 
wisely inserted.  It  would  be  strange  if,  in  so  exleosivo 
a  list,  it  slioulH  not  be  so)  but  they  would  not  be  tirpor- 
tani,  and  might  be  stricken  out.  It  would  also,  podoubta 
be  found  that  aome  articles  had  been  omitted  which 
ought  to  be  made  freei  and  it  might  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  Senate,  when  acting  upon  the  bill,  to  extend  rrduo- 
tlon  to  articles  not  now  included.  The  examiaaliona  of 
the  committee  luid  been  careful  and  ddigent,  but  tl>ey 
had  not  been  as  extentitre  and  perfect  as  they  ihem« 
s^Ives  could  have  wished,  though  aa  perfect  as  the  timo 
allowed  them  had  permitted. 

He  would  now,  Mr.  W.  said,  offer,  very  briefly,  tin 
apology  nhich  the  committee  hsd  to  offer  for  present, 
irg  the  bill  unsccompamed  by  any  written  report.  If 
he  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  make  himaelf  undcr- 
Btood  by  the  Senate,  In  the  remarkt  he  had  ahvady  made, 
it  would  be  teen  that  no  report  could  nuke  Ibe  preiri- 
sions  ot  the  bill  more  clear,  or  Aow  more  accurately  Ha 
influence  upon  the  revenue,  and  upon  the  artielet  em- 
braced in  it,  than  the  atatrment  prepared  by  ihe  com* 
miitee  to  accompany  the  bill  would  accomplith  thota 
purposes.  The  only  object,  therefore,  of  a  report  fro« 
the  committee  would  be  lo  give  lo  tbe  8n>al«  their 
views,  he  would  tay  their  coajeetnrea,  u  to  ibc  mwiptt 
and  expenditures  of  the  Government  for  the  preaent 
and  future  years.  After  Ihe  most  mature  exsminalioa 
and  reflection,  it  waa  the  unanlrooua  opinion  of  thota 
members  of  the  committee  who  were  present,  and  act- 
ing in  the  matter,  that  they  could  make  no  report  upoa 
these  points  which  would  communicate  to  the  Benat* 
any  new  information,  not  already  in  Ihe  posaestion  of 
every  member  of  the  body,  or  which  would  fumiah  aiqr 
vahiabte  or  oaeful  gtildet  to  the  action  of  Coagrcai  upon 
tbe  bill.  Were  It  not  prf^»aaed,  by  kf^lallnBctiwn  do- 
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ring  the  prcMnt  •eHion  of  Conjtreui  to  make  grrit  and 
important  ehan|[ea,  affecting  all  branches  of  the  revenue, 
■nd  all  the  soureea  from  which  money  comes  into  the 
public  Tmiury,  calculations  ettimaieat  conjecturetf 
m'^t  be  made  as  to  tbc  rerenues  of  the  present  yeart 
but  all  such  calculationf,  even  in  that  eaart  would  be 
OKMt  vague  and  uncertain  at  best.  The  experienee  of 
the  last  two  yean  tisa  demonstrated  the  impoeribility, 
with  all  the  information  which  can  be  rrached  by  those 
officers  of  the  Guvernment  whose  snle  business  and  du- 
ty  it  is  to  manage  our  fiscal  affiiir%  of  so  prrfeciing  eati- 
auteaupon  this  point  that  they  may  not  diuppmnt  us 
many  millions.  Diatinguiriied  and  experienced  Itviah. 
tors,  too,  have  frequently  attempted  eatimatea  with  no 
better  success,  and  no  member  of  the  Conimitt>-e  on  Fi- 
nance can  pretend  to  information,  or  judgment,  auprri- 
or  to  those  who  have  thus  erred  in  their  conjectures  m 
to  the  receipts  toto  our  public  Trcaauiy  for  a  pTen  fii- 
ture  period. 

Add,  then,  the  consideration  that  both  branches  of 
Congress  are,  at  this  moment,  considering  bills  destgnrd 
to  dimiaisti,  Gir  the  future,  the  Rccipla  into  the  Treas- 
ury from  the  sales  of  public  hnd^  the  impo<tsibtlily  that 
the  eommiltpe  should  know  whether  any  bill  upon  that 
subject  will  finally  pass,  and  beenmea  bW|  what  maybe 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  wliieh  shall  pssr,  in  ease  any 
bill  do  passt  and  what  may  be  the  effect,  in  practice, 
upon  the  receipts  of  money  for  land  sales,  dF  any  given  ' 
provisiona  which  may  be  ineorpimtrd  in  any  bill,  and 
Mr.  W.  said  he  eou<d  not  suppose  it  would  be  expected 
by  the  Senate  that  the  Committee  on  l>Snsncc  woiik)  have 
•ttemptsd  any  estimate  of  the  amount  to  be  reduced  from 
the  revenue  from  cuitom^  in  order  to  reduce  ihe  whole 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  lo  the  standard  of  the  eeo> 
nomical  wants  of  the  Gorernment.  Against  a  bndy  of 
contingencies  and  uncertainties  of  the  mairnitude  and 
etwr«cter  spee'.fie<l,  added  to  those  which  must  always 
attend  estimatcaoffulttre  revenue  from  uncertain  sources, 
eatimatea  in  name  would  be  more  lotMe  than  ordinary 
conjecturcsi  and  so  loose  as  lo  be  of  no  other  value  than 
the  mere  conjectures  of  so  many  members  of  tite  body 
to  which  their  report  would  be  lubm  tted.  So  much  Tor 
Ihe  reasons  which  have  led  the  ccimmittee  to  come  to  the 
conehHion  nut  to  attempt  esiimalea,  or  enlcuUtions,  or 
etmjrciures,  as  tu  the  amount  of  munry  to  eome  into  the 
national  Treasury  during  the  present  or  any  future  year. 
They  have  saltsfied  themsekes  that  the  reiluetittns  from 
the  revenue  from  eusloma  priipoaed  by  (he  bill  they  rec- 
ommend can  be  spared  by  the  national  Treasury,  and 
leave  it  able  lo  mett  the  ntrcessary  calls  upon  it.  They 
do  not  pretend  lo  say  that  further  rednciions  will  not  be 
required  lo  bring  Ihe  revenue  to  the  point  so  much  de- 
sired, thai  of  the  economical  wania  of  llie  Oovemment. 
The  receipts  into  the  public  Treasury  are  ni>w  freailjr 
above  that  point.  The  committee  have  already  said  their 
examtnaiions  have  convinced  them  that  the  great  meas- 
ures of  reduclion  must  be  directr<l  lo  that  branch  of  tlie 
receipts  ari^iing  from  ihe  asles  of  lands.  1'hey  ftt\ 
airtmitly  the  auundnessof  the  principle,  that  reduclitin 
sliotdd  be  proceeded  in  ciutiouily  snd  earefiiHyt  nml,  so 
far  as  that  can  be  dnne,  wiih  a  cerlainty  that,  while  we 
are  rcmedjilig  one  evil,  we  do  not  fiill  inio  another;  llut 
vhile  we  omit  iiolhing  wlitcli  can  be  properly  done  lo  re- 
duce the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  ihe  G"vernment,  we 
do  noiliing  calculated  to  carry  us  so  far  below  that  point 
«■«  immediately  in  profliice  lh«  necrssiiy  of  again  raising 
revenue  by  an  increatwd  rale  of  duties  upon  imports. 
Tnese  constant  fIiiciuaiii>nii,siid(leiiamlexcrSBive  ohangri 
in  our  revenue  taws,  and  eunspqu'r  nt  agitaiions  nf  ihe 
public  mind,  and  uncenainties  in  the  operations  of  mer- 
aniile  and  enmmeroial  men,  Mr.  W.  mid,  be  thought  ii 
most  important,  in  any  legislation,  lo  avoid.  Henee,  he, 
ms  a  nciDber  of  the  committee,  bad  determined  to  pur> 
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sue  what  he  considered  a  safe  course,  neither  endanger- 
ing nor  disturbing  any  important  protected  interest  of  the 
country,  or  the  public  Treasury  in  meeting  the  necessary 
calls  upon  it.  He  had  not  attempted  to  determine  that 
the  bill  would  do  all  that  a  full  remedy  fur  the  existing 
evil  demanded,  but  merely  that,  in  the  present  stale  of 
uncertainty  as  to  ttie  other  important  brandi  of  the  pub- 
lic receipts,  and  the  influences  upon  it  of  the  insunt 
le^lation  of  Congress  it  wss  all  the  committee  had  con< 
eluded,  at  present,  to  recommend,  and  that  so  much 
might  be  done  safely. 

Mr.  W.  said  there  was  no  lest  difficulty  in  making 
calculations  and  estitnatei  upon  ihe  otlicx  tide  of  th^ 
great  account,  the  public  expenditures-  The  ordinary 
expenditures  of  the  Government,  thst  portion  nf  Ihe  ex- 
pense* required  to  keep  all  the  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment iu  organisation  snd  operation,  were  laid  before 
us  by  the  proper  fiscal  officer  of  the  Government,  and 
appropriations  to  that  extent  might  be  very  aafrly  caU 
culated  upon.  All  the  information  within  tite  power  of 
the  eommitiee  upon  this  claas  of  appropriations  had  been 
equally  fully  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of  Congress, 
from  the  commeneement  of  the  session.  No  benefit 
here,  ihen,  could  be  derived  from  any  repoK  the  com- 
mittee could  have  made.  All  beyond  this  was  within 
the  pleasure  of  ihe  two  Houses  of  CongreM  and  the 
Present.  What  extraordinary  appropriations  Ihey 
might  see  fit  to  make  for  fortifications,  for  the  navy,  for 
public  defence  generally,  or  for  any  other  of  the  great 
objects  calling  for  expenditures  of  money,  it  was  not 
only  out  of  the  power  of  the  committee  to  say,  but 
would  be  in  vain  for  them  to  attempt  to  conjecture. 
They  could  not,  therefore,  with  any  ceriainty,  estimate 
the  expenses  of  the  year.  Mr.  W.  said  he  felt  con> 
scions  ihst  the  appropriations  of  Congress  wduM,  as  he 
thought  those  appropriations  should,  be  graduated  by  a 
due  regard  to  tlie  ability  of  tlic  Treasury  to  pay,  and 
the  public  and  naHonal  wants  to  be  supplied;  but  lie  also 
further  believed  that  a  redundant  Treasury  always  pro- 
moted, not  larf^  merely,  but  t-xiravsgant  appropriations! 
and  one  of  his  greatest  anxidies  to  reduce  (he  national 
revenues  to  the  national  wants  arnse  from  llie  convtclion 
that  in  that  way  only  can  we  preserve  a  system  of  eco- 
nomical expenditures.  He  would  add  no  more  upon 
thia  branch  of  Ibe  subject,  hoping  the  Senate  would  find 
in  these  suggestions  sufficient  spol<^  fur  Ihe  action  nf 
the  committee  in  submitting  the  hill  without  any  attempt 
at  a  report  upon  these  vague  uncertainties. 

A  single  other  remark,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  and  he  would 
relieve  the  Senaie  from  listening  to  him  further.  He 
had  not  furgottrn  that  another  bill  had  been  introduced 
elsewhere  upon  ttiis  same  subject,  and  pnipusing  to  ac- 
complish the  same  great  purpose.  He  hoped  he  should 
not  be  ennsidered  an  infringhig,  tmpsrdnnably.  upon  the 
rules  4if  order,  in  making  this  reference  lo  that  measure. 
It  might  be  supposed  by  some  member  of  this  bo<ly,  it 
might  be  hupposrd  by  some  member  of  the  other  House 
nf  Congress,  or  it  might  be  *(ipposed  by  snme  portion 
of  our  common  constituents,  that  this  bill,  cffining  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  was  designed  to  conflict  with 
the  measure  referred  to.  Fi)r  himsel'*,  ("aid  Mr.  W.,) 
he  could  say,  with  perfect  truth,  that  no  such  motive  or 
fcrling  had  entered  into  his  action.  He  was  sure  he 
could  say  the  same  for  his  eolleagurt  upon  the  com- 
mittee. They  had  ctms'-derrd  the  reference  of  the  Sen- 
ale,  in  the  special  manner  in  which  it  had  been  made, 
pnailive  and  mundatory  upon  lliem.  A  report  of  some 
S4irt  WttS  their  duty,  and  the  rrpnrt  which  they  believed 
most  conformable  totheirduly,  under  the  reference,  was 
the  bill  he  wa4  about  to  present.  The  time  for  making 
their  report  was  not  a  matter  of  their  pleasure.  V  made 
in  the  si  tape  of  a  bill,  they  were  bmind  to  m>ke  it  in  time 
to  permit  the  possibility  of  action  upon  il|  and  ibeybad 
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not  been  unfrrquentljr  reminded  of  tbe  impitience  oF 
some  members  of  the  body  for  the  concluiioni  to  which 
they  ihould  came.    Their  delay  bad  been  unintentional 

,and  compulsory,  and  the  advancement  of  the  leiaion  had 
urgently  admonithcd  them  that  furtlwr  deUy  would  be 
cquti  to  ft  fiiilura  to  dliehtrge  the  important  and  deli- 
cate duty  intruded  to  them.  He  (Ur.  W-J  (hmight 
that  an  eximiQitioa  of  the  two  bilU  would  sainfy  every 
one  thftt  tb^  could,  in  no  tenae,  be  anta^nist  1o  each 
other.  The  one  proposes  to  add  largely  to  the  Itit  of 
free  articles,  and  to  make  material  reductions  upon  two 
clanei  of  articles  not  considered  aa  belonging  to  the 
protected  pruductsormanufacluresof  thecountry.  The 
other  proposes  to  batten,  with  very  great  rapidity,  tbe 
r^uetiona  proposed  to  be  made  by  tbe  conpromiie  act. 
It  eannot,  then,  escape  attention  that  there  »  no  contra- 
diction, in  principle  nr  action,  between  the  two  meaa- 
area.  Both  may  make  too  large  or  too  rapid  a  rrduc- 
ttont  but  ahnuld  the  bill  now  presented  Ml  short  of  its 
object,  a  sufficient  reduction  of  tbe  revenue  from  eui- 
toms,  it  was  his  duty  to  aay  that  no  other  mode  of  fur- 
ther  material  reductions  had  uggeited  itself  to  his  mind, 
in  the  course  of  bia  exaoiinationt  and  refleclions  upon 
the  subject,  than  to  adopt  the  principle  of  that  bill, 
moderated  as  to  time  so  as  to  suit  the  exigency.  He 
Vootd  further  say,  that  he  wished  those  moat  intereated 
in  the  great  and  Important  proviaions  of  the  compro- 
miiie  act  could  aee,  as  he  thought  he  could  see,  that  it 
was  their  peculiar  Interest  to  cnnsent  to  a  modifiealion 
of  that  act,  which  should  make  its  reductions  of  tbe 
revenue  gradual  and  uniform  from  tbe  preaent  period  to 
tbe  year  1843i  a  little  more  rapid  from  this  time  to 
1841,  and  much  les^  precipitous  and  shocking  tn  those 
interests  from  1841  to  1842.  Ak,  hnwever,  the  com- 
mittee had  no  evidence  before  them  of  the  feeling  of  tbe 
citizens  most  deeply  interested  in  this  policy,  and  aa 
they  bad  determined,  if  possible,  to  digest  a  bill  which 
would  meet  with  favor,  and  be  passed  into  a  law,  they 
refrained  from  affixing  any  such  condition  to  the  bill 
they  now  report. 

As  to  the  instant  eff«ct  of  the  two  measures,  (said  Mr. 
W.,)  he  believed  there  would  be  little  difTerence.  The 
bill  he  held  in  his  hand  propnsed  to  reduce  a  fraction 
over  ^2,400,000,  from  and  after  the  30th  June  next. 
The  oilier  measure  to  which  he  had  referred,  as  he  un- 
derstood it,  proposed  to  reduce  about  (7,000,000  at 
three  periodfl  atatedt  the  first  of  which  was  the  30ih  of 
September  next,  and  the  only  one  of  tbe  three  periods 
fiiliing  within  the  present  year.  That  measure,  however, 
was  prospective,  and  this  was  notj  but  Congress  would 
be  sgain  in  session  before  that  bill  would  have  cFected 
but  one  reduction,  and  the  accounts  of  the  Treasury  for 
another  year  wouM  have  been  laid  before-  u^  as  our 
guide  to  future  and  further  action.  He  would  detain 
tbe  Senate  no  longer. 

Nr.  WaiOBT  having  concluded  his  introductory  re- 
marka  explanatory  of  the  objects  of  tbe  bill, 

Hr.  CLAT  said  that  he  wanted,  at  this  early  stage  of 
the  bill,  to  say  only  a  word  or  two.  I  wilt  begin,  said 
he,  with  expressing  the  regret  I  feel  that  no  written  re- 
port accompanies  this  bill,  and  that  the  luhslitute  with 
which  we  have  been  presented,  in  the  verbal  remarks  of 
the  Senator  from  New  York,  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  I 
think  It  migiit  have  been.  In  considering  tbe  amount 
of  revenue  which  the  wants  of  any  Government  may  re- 
quire, two  questions  should  be  taken  into  view.  First, 
the  proboble  amount  of  the  revenue  to  be  received 

*from  the  taxes;  and,  in  the  second  place,  the  probable 
amount  of  (be  public  expenditure.  If  Congress  have  no 
knowledge  of  these,  how  ean  they  know  what  revenue 
is  to  be  raised,  or  what  rciluction  m^y  be  provided  for? 
In  both  of  these  points,  the  Senator  from  New  York  has 
utterly  failed  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  any  information. 


By  way  of  getting  rid  of  presenting  to  us  the  proba. 
hie  amount  of  revenue,  the  Senator  states  that  the  Pi- 
nance  Committee  are  not  able  toiolFer  any  thing  but  un- 
certain conjectures.  But  every  man  who  has  hitherto 
been  charged  with  the  finances  of  the  country,  wlietber 
a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the  chairman  of  a  Finance 
Committee,  has  supposed  it  important  to  go  into  conjec- 
tures Or  estimates  on  theae  subjects,  and  to  approximate 
as  far  as  possible  to  the  truth,  that  the  Government  may 
be  enabled  to  form  aome  practical  estimate  of  the 
amount  to  which  they  mtty  with  propriety  tax  the  people. 
But  if  tbe  Senator  thinks  he  can  Justify  himself  for  this 
omission,  how  will  he  justify  it  to  the  country,  and  to 
those  great  interests  which  are  asaaited  by  this  bill,  that 
we  have  been  furnished  with  no  information  touching 
the  amount  of  public  expenditure)  and  without  Informa- 
tion on  either  point,  how  has  be  cofne  to  tbe  eoaeluslan 
that  there  can  exist  a  redundant  revenue,  and  that  it  is 
an  evil  so  great  aa  to  call  for  the  legislation  of  Congress? 

But  I  have  not  risen  simply  to  express  my  regret  at 
the  want  of  information  under  which  we  are  invited  to 
act.  I  have  riaen,  at  once,  promptly  to  declare  that  I 
shall  oppnse,  so  far  aa  my  voice  and  my  vote  ean  go, 
this  disturbance  of  the  compromise  arrangement  made 
in  March,  1833,  under  vhieli  the  country  haa  Bourished 
in  an  unparalleled  degree,  and  on  which  all  parties  have 
reposed  as  being  durable  and  permanent. 

In  regard  to  the  articles  of  salt  and  spirituous  liqttnrr, 
both  of  which,  but  salt  especially,  are  articlea  which  can- 
not be  touclied  without  a  violation  of  that  com|irom<se, 
the  former  is  one  in  which  my  State  has  little  interest, 
as  oonneeted  with  a  tax  for  protection.  It  is  the  great 
States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Ohio, 
which  are  principally  concerned  in  this  question.  In  my 
own  State,  some  of  the  article  is  manufactured,  but  we 
are  BO  situated  that  tbe  manufacture,  as  existing  among 
us,  derives  no  advantage  From  any  protective  duty.  So 
far,  therefore,  as  my  constituents  are  concerned,  I  care 
not  a  particle  if  the  duty  shall  be  repealed  tn  tolo.  But 
I  oppose  the  measure  because  I-viewit  as  what  has  often 
and  expressively  been  denominated  an  entering  wedge; 
and  because  it  is  well  known  that  all  eneroaehments  on 
the  system  may  be  expected  to  commence  under  plausi- 
ble pretexts.  The  article  of  coal  is  an  instance  of  this. 
In  the  depth  of  winter,  when,  during  a  season  of  intense 
cold,  all  are  shivering  for  the  want  of  a  more  abundant 
supply  of  fuel,  the  cry  is  raised  to  repeal  the  duty  on 
foreign  coal.  So  salt  is. known  by  every  body  to  be  an 
essential  article  of  human  subsistence,  and  it  is  seised 
upon  as  furnishing  a  plausible  article  on  which  the  duly 
may  be  reduced,  or  dispensed  with  altogether. 

But  if  these  are  all  articles  covered  by  the  compromise, 
what  security,  what  guarantee,  can  (he  country  possess 
that  the  work  of  reduction  is  to  sto[At  that  point?  Will 
not  the  process,  ere  long,  reach  to  cotton  and  to  wool- 
lens? Nay,  are  we  not  already  notiRed,  while,  as  I  ad- 
mit, the  Senator  baa  brought  ua  a  biH  less  exceptionable 
than  a  correapiHiding  one  which  has  been  introduced 
elsewhere,  that  is  not  **  anlagontstieal"  (1  believe  the 
term  in)  to  that  measiirei  that  there  is  no  hostility  be- 
tween the  twoi  and,  if  the  purpose  shall  not  be  efi'ccted 
by  this  bill,  for  reducing  tbe  revenue  to  a  sum  not  speei* 
fied,  that  bill  itself,  nr  some  kindred  measure,  must  be 
resorted  to?  I  want  the  country  to  know  what  Is  its  ac- 
tual condition.  1  want  it  to  knnw  whether  that  odious, 
(hat  ahncking  list  of  articles,  which  has  just  been  read 
by  the  Secretary,  is  to  be  brought  up,  session  afier  ses- 
sion, for  discussion  and  gradual  action,  till  the  «-hoIe  pro- 
tective system  is  destroyed.  1'he  country  haa  a  right  to 
know  whether  the  peace  effected  by  the  compromise  of 
1833  is  to  be  respecledf  or  whether  it  is  to  be  asu'led, 
fir>t,  in  respect  to  articlea  calculated  to  excite  publie 
sympathy  in  tbeir  fiiTor,  and  then  tbot*  more  taportaat 
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onn  ire  at  tenglti  to  be  rnched  wliieh  Are  eneatUI  to 
the  prosperity  orUie  nationil  industry. 

I  nave  now  dischirged  whtt  I  believed  to  be  «  duty. 
You  hare  the  power,  both  in  this  House  and  the  other; 
yoo  cui  do  in  this  nutter  u  you  think  proper.  Go  on, 
then.  Disturb,  distract  the  countryi  rcaxitatc  the  com- 
■nunityt  reopen  its  wound%  j<isl  closedt  do  thi»,  if  it 
■eena  (o  you  goodi  take  upon  younelTca  tba  awful  rv- 
■poMibilityi  but  you  shall  never  do  it  with  my  consent, 
nor  without  my  solemn  protest. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  in  reply,  observed  that  lie  should  nut 
argue  the  bill  at  this  time.  He  bad  at  present  but  one 
duty  to  perform,  which  was  to  report  the  bill.  He 
would  aay  again  ibat  tbe  Finance  Committee  considered 
the  uiKMint  both  of  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the 
coming  year  so  entirely  dependent  on  tbe  action  ofCon- 
grevt  (bat,  beyond  the  documents  already  on  the  tables 
of  membersf  the  committee  could  state  no  valuable  fact 
for  their  consideration.  He  would  move  that  the  bill  be 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next, 
»nd  that.  In  tbe  mean  time,  the  statement  which  had 
been  preaented  in  company  with  tbe  biU  might  be 
printed. 

The  prinlbig  having  been  ordered, 

Mr.  DAVIS  observed  that  this  measuM  was  one  of 
great  importance,  and  worthy  of  great  consideration, 
lie  considered  it  desirable  to  keep  tbe  country  out  of 
agitation!  >ta  prosperity  depended  more  on  that  than  this 
body  seemed  to  be  fully  aware  of;  prosperity  was  impos- 
sible, under  any  policy,  unless  the  nation  bad  the  assu* 
ranee  of  something  steady  in  that  policy.    Tlie  nation 
wanted  reat;  the  people  need  repose,  that  Ihey  may  know 
what  to  do.    He  bad  almost  said  that  even  a  bad  policy, 
if  steady,  was  better  than  a  comparatively  good  one,  if 
unsteady  and  perpetually  fluctuating.    This  waa  pecu- 
lisriy  true  in  relation  to  the  manufactures  of  tbe  country, 
because  those  who  conducted  tbese  establishmentii,  if 
they  wtre  able  to  look  a  few  years  ahead,  could  shape 
their  mode  of  conducting  business  so  as  to  meet  the 
p<rfiey  of  the  Governmennt.   The  bill  proposed  serious- 
ly la  affect,  among  other  articlei^  that  of  salt,  in  which 
Mr.  D'a  Stale  waa  largely  interested,  Inaamueli  as  rery 
largn  enpitala  were  vested  in  eatablislimenti  for  iu 
nanufacture  upon  tbe  seashore.   Inasmuch,  therefore, 
that  tbe  countty  might  understand  what  was  doing  here, 
and  what  wu  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  this  bill,  he 
would  ask  that  one  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  state- 
KKnt  which  had  accompanied  the  bill  be  printed. 
This  waa  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  rend  a  aeoond  time*  and  made  the 
order  of  tbe  day  for  Thuraday  nest. 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 
Tbe  following  bill,  whidi  was  yesterday  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  readily,  waa  accordingly  read  a 
third  time: 


A  bill  dewgnating  and  limiting  the  fundi  receivable 
for  the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 
Ae  ff  enatUd,  Oe.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry be,  and  hereby  is,  required  to  adopt  sucb  measures 
sa  he  may  deem  necessary  to  effect  a  collection  of  the 
public  revenue  of  the  United  States,  whether  arising 
from  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sales  of  lands,  in  the  man- 
ner and  on  the  principles  herein  provided ;  Ibat  is,  that  no 
such  duties,  taxea,  debts,  or  sums  of  money  payable  Fur 
lands,  shall  be  et^leeted  or  received  otherwise  than  in 
the  legal  currency  of  tlw  United  States^  or  ni  notes  of 
banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  Mid 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  under  the  following 
restrictions  and  conditions  in  renrd  to  such  notes,  to 
wit:  from  and  after  tbe  passage  of  this  act,  the  notes  of 
no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  circulate  bilb  or  notes  of 
a  less  denomination  than  fire  dollars  shall  be  received 
Von.  XIIL^r. 


on  account  of  the  public  duest  and  from  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  circulate 
bills  or  notes  uf  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars  shall 
be  so  receivable;  and  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one, 
tbe  like  prohibition  sbal)  be  extended  to  the  notes  of 
all  banks  issuing  bills  ornotes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars. 

Skc.  3.  jtnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  notes  shall 
be  received  by  the  eullectors  or  receivers  of  the  public 
money  which  the  banks  in  which  they  are  to  be  deposit- 
ed thai]  not,  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  (he 
Secetary  of  the  Treasury,  agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  of 
the  United  Slates  as  cash:  Promded,  Thai  if  any  depoa. 
ite  bank  shall  refuae  to  receive  and  pass  to  (he  credit  of 
the  United  8ta(es,  as  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under 
(he  provisions  of  this  act,  which  aaid  bank,  in  tbe  ordi- 
nary course  of  business,  receives  on  general  depoaite. 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Is  hereby  authorized  to 
withdraw  the  public  deposttea  from  aaid  bank. 
The  (jnestion  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  BRNTON  rose  and  commenced  his  speech  against 
lis  passage  wi  h  stating  the  reason  why  lie  had  not  spo- 
ken the  evening  before,  when  the  question  waa  on  the 
engrossment  of  the  hill,  lie  said  that  he  could  not  have 
foreseen  that  the  subject  depending  before  tbe  Senate, 
the  bill  for  limiting  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  actu* 
al  settlers,  woulJ  be  laid  down  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up  this  subject  out  of  its  order;  snd,  therefure,  had  not 
brought  with  him  some  memorandums  which  he  intend- 
ed to  use  when  this  subject  came  up.  lie  did  not  choose 
to  sak  for  delay,  beeauae  bis  habit  was  to  sjKak  to  sub- 
jects when  they  were  ealledi  and  in  thb  particular  cause 
he  did  not  think  it  material  when  he  spoke;  fur  be  waa 
very  well  aware  that  hia  speaking  would  not  afieet  tbe 
fate  of  (he  bill.    It  would  pass;  and  that  was  known  to 
all  in  the  chamber.    It  waa  known  (o  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Ewivb]  who  indulged  himself  in  saying  be 
thought  otherwise  a  few  days  ago;  but  that  was  only  a 
good-natured  way  of  stimuUting  hia  friends,  and  bitng- 
ing  them  up  to  tbe  aerateh.   The  bill  would  pais,  and 
that  by  a  good  vote,  for  it  would  have  the  vote  of  the 
opposition,  and  a  division  of  the  administration  vote. 
Why,  then,  did  bespeak?    Because  it  wasdue  to  his  po- 
sition, and  the  part  he  had  acted  on  the  currency  ques- 
liona,  to  express  his  sentiments  more  fully  on  this  bill, 
so  vital  to  the  general  currency,  than  could  be  done  by 
a  mere  negaiive  vote.    He  abould,  therefore,  speak 
against  it,  and  aliouM  direct  hia  attention  to  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  Tublic  Land  Committee,  which  had  so  to. 
tally  changed  the  character  of  the  proceeding  on  this 
subject.    The  recision  of  the  Treasury  order  was  intro< 
duced  a  resoluiiun— it  went  out  a  resolution — but  it 
came  back  a  bill,  and  a  bill  to  regulate,  not  the  land  of- 
fice  receipta  only,  but  all  the  receipts  of  the  Federal 
Government;  and  in  this  new  form  is  to  become  statute 
law,  and  ■  law  to  openAe  on  all  tbe  revenues,  and  to  re- 
peal all  other  laws  upon  the  subject  to  which  it  related. 
In  this  new  fiirm  it,  assumes  an  importancr,  and  acquires 
an  elft:et,  infinitely  beyond  a  resolution,  and  beeomes, 
in  fact  aa  well  as  in  name,  a  totally  new  measure.  Mr. 
B.  reminded  the  Senate  that  he  had,  in  his  first  speech 
on  this  aubjcci,  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  two  main  ob- 
jects were  proposed  to  be  accomplished  by  the  rescind- 
ing resolution:  Brst,  the  implied  condemnation  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson  for  violating  the  lava  and  constitution,  and 
destroying  the  prosperity  of  the  coantry;  and,  second-  . 
ly,  the  imposition  of  the  paper  currency  of  the  Statea 
upon  the  Federal  Government.    With  reapect  to  the 
first  of  these  objects,  he  presumed  it  wu  fully  proved 
by  tbe  speeches  of  all  the  opposition  Senators  who  had 
spoken  on  this  subject)  and,  with  reapect  to  the  seoood. 
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he  believed  it  would  find  it*  prooT  in  the  change  which 
Ihc  original  resolution  Iisd  undergone,  and  llie  (orm  it 
was  now  aisuming  of  alatute  law,  and  especially  with 
the  proviso  which  wu  added  >t  the  end  uf  the  second 
secliun. 

Mr.  B.  then  look  tip  the  bill  reported  by  tlie  commit- 
tee, and  reirarked,  nnt,  upon  its  phraseology,  not  in 
the  spirit  uf  verbal  crilieianif  but  in  the  spirit  or  cxndid 
objection  and  fuir  argument.  There  were  cases  in 
which  words  were  things,  and  this  was  one  uF  those 
cases.  Mon^y  wu  a  thing,  and  the  only  words  in  the 
conktitution  for  that  tiling  were,  "gold  and  stiver  coin." 
The  bill  of  the  committee  wsa  lystemalically  emclunve 
of  the  words  witich  meant  ihia  thing,  and  used  words 
which  included  things  which  were  not  money.  Hiese 
words  were,  then,  a  Tsir  subject  of  objection  and  argu- 
ment, because  tlipy  went  to  set  aside  the  money  of  the 
constitution,  and  to  admit  the  public  revenues  to  be  paid 
in  something  which  was  not  money. 

The  title  of  the  bill  uses  the  word  "  Tunds."  It  pro- 
fesses to  designate  the  funds  receivable  for  the  revenues 
of  the  United  Stales.  Upon  this  word  Mr.  B.  had  re- 
marked before,  aa  being  one  .of  the  most  indefinite  in 
the  English  liinguage;' and,  so  hr  from  signifying  money 
only,  even  paper  money  only,  that  it  comprehended  ev- 
ery variety  of  paper  security,  public  or  private,  individ- 
ual or  corporate,  out  uf  which  money  could  be  raised. 
The  retention  of  this  word  by  the  committee,  afier  the 
objections  made  to  it,  were  indicative  of  their  intentions 
to  lay  open  the  federal  Treasury  to  the  reception  of 
something  whicli  was  not  constitutional  moneyi  and  this 
intention,  thus  disclosed  in  the  title  to  the  bill,  was  fully 
carried  out  in  its  enactments.  The  words  "legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States"  are  twice  used  in  the  first 
section,  when  the  words  **gold  and  silver"  would  have 
been  more  appropriate  and  more  definite,  if  hud  money 
was  intrnded. 

Mr.  B.  admitted  that,  in  the  eye  of  a  regular  breil 
constitutional  lawyer,  legal  currency  might  imply  con- 
stitutional currency;  but  certain  it  was  titat  the  common 
and  popular  meaning  of  the  phrase  was  not  limited  to  ' 
constitutional  money,  but  included  every  currency  that 
the  statute  law  ma<Ie  receivable  for  debts.  Thus,  the 
notes  of  the  B^nk  of  the  United  States  were  generally 
considered  aa  legal  currency,  because  receivable  by  law 
in  payment  of  public  ducst  and  in  like  manner  the  notes 
of  all  Bpecie-payiiig  banks  would,  under  the  commit- 
tee's bin,  rise  to  the  dignity  of  legal  currency.  1'he 
second  section  of  the  bill  twice  used  tlie  word  "cuht" 
a  word  which,  however  understood  U  the  Bank  of 
England,  where  it  always  means  ready  money,  and 
where  rea'ty  money  signitiea  gold  coin  in  hand,  yet  with 
the  banks  with  which  we  have  to  deal  it  has  no  such 
meaning,  but  includes  all  sorts  of  current  paper  moiuy 
on  hand,  as  well  as  gold  and  silver  on  hand. 

Mr.  B.  verified  this  statement  by  reading  from  the 
sworn  return  of  the  Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus,  one  of 
ibe  depostte  bsnk«,  made  to  the  Legislature  of  Oliio  at 
their  present  session,  and  where  the  available  means  of 
the  bank,  among  other  items,  has  one  thus  slated;  "Cash 
on  hand,  viz:  Eastern  bank  notes,  $34.'521;  Western  do. 
f65,70O|  gold  and  silver,  (136,389."  This  return  is 
sworn  to  by  Wm.  Neil,  president,  and  J.  Delafield,  jr., 
caabier,  belure  'Squire  Jenkins,  justice  of  the  pescet 
and  it  is  certified  and  declared  by  ten  directors  uf  the 
bank  to  be  correct  and  accurate^  so  that  no  doubt  can 
be  entertained  that,  in  the  vocabulary  of  the  Clinlun 
Bank  of  Colunjbuii,  the  word  "caah"  signifies  Eastern 
and  Western  paper,  as  well  as  g<ild  and  Silver^  and  in 
this  case  the  vocabulary  of  that  bank  is  superior  to  all 
the  diotiunaries,  lor  it  is  a  drpoHte  bank,  and  will  have 
the  ezecuti'm  of  the  act,  if  it  passes,  in  iu  own  lianda, 
and  will  decide  fur  itself  what  is  »ud  what  is  not  cash. 


Having  shown  from  this  aiilheniic  statement  that  a  de- 
poEite  bank  in  the  West  construed  cash  on  hand  to  be 
bank'  notes  on  hand,  Hr.  B.  would  now  show  the  same 
construction  made  by  130  banks  in  a  lump,  and  tliat  in  ■ 
part  of  the  Union  where  correctness  of  phraseology  was 
as  much  or  more  attended  to  than  in  any  other  part.  Tie 
spoke  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  the  official  return  made 
by  all  the  banks  in  ihnl  State  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,  now  in  session  at  Boston.    In  the  consolidated  re- 
turns of  these  130  banks,  he  found  the  following  items: 
*'Cash  deposited,  not  on  interest,  (8,784,516;  cash  de- 
pouted,  on  interest,  $6,447,928;  gold,  silver,  and  other 
emn,  $1,453,230.'*   Here  (said  Mr.  H.)  is  the  highest 
evidence  that  this  word  "  cadi,"  in  the  vocabulary  of  our 
banks,  comprehends  paper  money;  and  he  had  no  doubt 
but  that  proofs  to  the  same  effect  migM  be  accumulated  to 
any  amount.    He  had  not  looked  out  for  such  proofs; 
what  be  had  used  had  fallen  into  his  hands  in  the  com- 
mon current  of  his  reading,  since  this  bill  had  been  re- 
ported.  But  why  look  abroad  for  proofs^   Let  every 
gentleman  look  tohisown  knowledge.  Docs  he  not  every 
day  hear  the  word  "cash"  used  toinclude  paper  money? 
Does  he  not  daily  see  sales  of  propei  ty  sdvertiscd,  and  the 
terms  stated  to  be  cash}  and  under  tliese  trriRs  is  it  ii  t 
understood,  by  all  parties,  that  ready  pay  in  bank  notes, 
as  well  as  in  hard  money,  are  the  terms  intended^  And 
has  the  instance  ever  been  heard  of,  that  a  bidder  going 
to  one  of  these  cash  sales  thought  it  necessary  to  supply 
himulf  with  gold  and  silver,  under  the  belief  that  cur> 
rent  bank  notes  would  not  be  received  aa  cash/  Cer- 
twnly,  said  Hr.  B.,  the  miginal  idea  of  ca^h,  as  used  at 
the  Bank  of  England,  where  it  means  British  gold  cwn 
on  hand,  in  contradistinction  to  fore'^n  gold  coin  on 
hand,  which  is  always  called  bullion,  is  now  lost  in  this 
countr)';  and  that  paper  money  is  just  as  fully  compre- 
hended now,  throughout  our  country,  under  the  term 
*<caib,"  as  hard  otoney  is.    But  why  argue,  or  look  to 
proofs,  or  even  refer  to  our  own  knowledge/   Look  to 
the  proviso  to  the  second  section  to  the  committee's 
bill,  and  it  will  be  seen  titatit  is  not  only  the  intentimt 
of  that  bill  that  paper  money  may  be,  oat  that  paper 
money  shall  be,  included  under  the  term  '<  cash."  These 
are  the  words:  "  Provide,  Tliat  if  any  deposite  bank  shall 
refuae  to  receive,  and  pus  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  as  cadi,  any  notes,  recciiable  under  the  provis. 
ions  of  this  set,  which  the  sa=d  bsuk,  in  the  ordinary 
course  uf  its  buvness,  receives  on  general  deposite,  the 
Secretsry  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorised  to  with, 
draw  the  public  depositee  from  said  hank."   lliese  are 
the  words,  and  they  are  not  only  d(  cUratory  of  the  com. 
mittce's  meaning  that  paper  money  is  to  be  considered 
as  cash,  but  is  clearly  expressive  of  their  purpose,  that 
it  shall  be  received  as  such.    The  point  to  which  such 
an  enactment  would  soon  bring  the  federal  finances,  Mr. 
B.  said,  might  be  keen  in  a  certificate  of  genertl  de- 
posite granted  by  the  Clinton  Bank  of  C^undMis,  of 
which  he  would  read  a  ei^y: 

"No.  376.  Clinton  Dank  of  Columbus,  Slst  Decem- 
ber, 1836,— B.  S.  Brown  has  deposited  twelve  hundred 
dollars,  subject  to  the  order  of  himself,  payable  in  cur- 
rency, and  return  of  this  certificate.    Signed,  kc." 

Yes,  said  Mr.  B.,  currency,  payable  in  currenc) !  such 
will  quickly  be  tlte  revenues  of  (he  Federal  Government 
under  this  enactment  to  compel  deposite  banks  to  credit 
current  psper  ss  cash. 

Mr.  Ji.  said  it  would  be  sufficient,  be  should  think,  to 
point  out  the  meaning  of  the  words  used  in  the  commit- 
tee's bill,  to  khow  thai  they  were  susceptible  of  a  con- 
sruclion  by  which  (his  hard-money  Federal  Government, 
ss  it  was  iiitriidi:d  to  be  by  its  framerf,  may  be  changed 
into  a  paper-money  Gurrinment.  It  would  be  lufficient 
to  excite  apprcliension  to  see  the  S)-atematic  use  of  these 
(crm%  cvcnafler  objection  made  to  them,  and  tbesystcm- 
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mXic  exclusion  of  the  termi  used  in  the  constitution, 
even  alter  their  inwrtion  is  solicited)  but  »ll  room  Tor 
miibke  Tsnishes  when  we  come  to  look  to  this  pruviso, 
whI  to  see  that  the  depointe  hanks  are  not  only  required 
to  credit  paper  as  cash,  hut  are  to  he  punished  by  a  loss 
of  the  public  deposites  if  they  do  not  so  credit  it! 

HaVing  remarked  upon  the  phraseolt^  of  the  bill»  and 
shown  that  a  paper  currency,  composed  of  the  notes  of  a 
thousand  local  banks,  not  only  might  become  the  curren- 
cy of  the  Federal  Government,  but  was  evidently  inlenfl- 
rd  to  be  made  its  eurreccyi  jmd  that,  m  the  face  of  all 
the  protestations  of  the  friends  of  the  administration  in 
rarer  of  re-establishing  the  national  gold  currency,  Mr. 
B.  would  now  take  up  the  bill  of  the  committee  under 
two  or  three  other  aspects,  and  show  it  to  be  as  mistaken 
HI  lu  design  as  it  would  be  impotent  in  its  effect.  In 
the  first  place,  it  transrerred  the  business  of  stipprcsstng 
the  small-note  circulation  from  the  deposite  branch  to 
the  collfcting  branch  of  the  public  revenue.  At  pres- 
ent, tliis  buwness  was  in  a  courseofprogren through  the 
deposit^  bankn,  ai  a  condition  of  holding  the  public 
moneys  and,  as  such,  had  a  place  in  the  deposlte  set  of 
the  hist  session,  and  also  had  s  place  in  the  Prendent's 
ineiitge  of  the  fast  srssion,  where  the  suppreision  ofpa- 
per  currency  under  twenty  dollars  was  expressly  refer- 
red to  the  action  of  the  depostte  bank^,  and  as  a  condition 
of  their  retaining  the  put>lic  deposites.  It  wss  through 
the  deposite  banks,  snd  not  through  the  reception  of  local 
bank  psper,  that  the  suppression  of  small  notes  should 
be  effected.  In  the  next  place,  he  objected  to  the  com- 
mittee'* bill,  because  it  proposed  to  malie  a  bargun  with 
cachoftlie  thousand  banks  now  in  the  United  Statefi, 
and  the  hundreds  more  which  will  soon  be  born,  and  to 
give  them  s  right — a  ripht  by  taw — to  hare  their  notes 
receiTed  at  the  federal  Trea-nury.  lie  was  against  such 
a  bargain,  lie  had  no  idea  of  nuking  a  contract  with 
theae  thotusnd  banks  for  the  reception  of  (heir  nntes. 
He  had  no  idea  of  contracting  with  them,  and  giving 
them  a  right  to  plead  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  against  us,  if,  at  any  time,  sfter  having  agreed  to 
receive  their  notes,  upon  condition  that  they  woul^  give 
up  their  smiill  circulation,  they  should  choose  to  say  we 
had  impaired  the  contract  by  not  continuing  to  receive 
Jhem;  and  so  either  relapse  iuto  the  issue  of  this  small , 
traah,  or  have  recourse  lu  the  judicial  process  to  compel 
the  United  States  to  abide  the  contract,  and  continue 
the  reception  of  all  their  notes.  Mr.  R,  had  no  idea  of 
letting  down  this  Federal  Government  to  Aicb  petty  and 
inconvenient  bargains  with  a  thousand  moneyed  corpora- 
tioni.  The  Government  of  the  United  Stales  ought  to 
act  as  a  Goremment,  and  not  aa.B  contractor.  It  should 
prescribe  conditions,  and  not  make  bargains.  It  should 
give  ihAaw.  He  was  against  these  bargains,  even  if 
they  were  good  onesj  but  they  were  bad  bargdns, 
wretchedly  bad,  and  ought  to  be  rejected  as  lueh,  even ' 
if  all  higher  and  nobler  considerations  were  out  of  the 
question.  What  is  the  consideration  that  the  United 
Stttca  is  to  receive?  A  mere  individusi  i^reement  with 
each  bank  by  itself,  that  in  three  yesrs  it  will  cease  to  is- 
sue notes  under  ten  dollars,  and  in  five  years  it  will  cease 
to  issue  notes  under  twenty  dollars.  What  is  the  price 
which  she  psys  fur  thisconsiderationf  In  the  Brst  place, 
it  receives  the  notes  of  such  bank  as  gold  and  silver  at. 
all  the  land  ofRees,  custom-houses,  and  post  office^  of  the 
United  States,  and,  of  course,  psys  them  out  again  as 
gold  and  silver  to  all  ber  deblors.  In  the  next  place,  it 
compels  the  deposlte  banks  to  credit  them  as  cash.  In 
the  third  place,  it  accredits  the  whole  circulation  of  the 
bank*,  and  makes  it  current  all  over  the  United  Slates, 
in  consequence  of  universal  receivability  for  all  federal 
dues.  In  other  W'irds,  it  endorses,  so  far  as  credit  is 
cmcerned,  the  whole  circulation  of  every  bank  that 
comes  into  the  bargiin  thus  proposed.    Tim  is  crrtainljr 
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a  mo^t  wretched  bargain  on  the  part  of  the  United 
St;iles — a  bargain  in  which  what  she  receives  is  ruinous 
to  her;  fur  the  more  local  paper  she  receives  in  paynwnt 
of  ber  revenues,,  the  worse  for  her,  and  tiie  sooner  will 
her  Treasury  be  tilled  with  unsTailable  funds. 

But  what  is  worse  is^  that  in  order  to  make  this  ruin- 
ous bargain— a  bargain  by  which  the  Treasury  would  be 
immediately  filled  with  many  ten  millions  of  unavailable 
funds — we  shall.have  to  reject  the  proper,  cheap,  speedy, 
snd  effectual  mode  of  suppressing  these  smalt  notes 
which  is  now  in  our  power,  and  not  only  in  our  power, 
but  offered  and  prened  upon  iis.  Mr.  B.  alluded  to  the 
propositions  of  the  deposite  banks  to  effect  this  suppres* 
sion,  not  only  for  themselves,  but  on  otlier  banks  also, 
which  were  now  in  the  Tressury  Department,  and  wait- 
ing the  sciion  of  the  Government.  He  himself  had  com- 
ma nica  led  with  a  great  number  of  these  banks,  both 
personally  and  by  letter,  and  knew  that  many  of  the  most 
respectable  deposite  banks  were  not  only  willing,  but 
ready  and  anxious  to  enter  into  arrangements  with  the 
Treasuiv  Department  for  the  effectual  snd  speedy  ac- 
complishment of  this  purpose.  Two  years  ago,  he  said, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  addressed  a  circular 
letter  to  the  deposite  banks,  to  know  if  they  were  wil- 
ling to  give  up  their  small-note  circulation,  as  a  part  of 
the  conditions  on  which  they  were  to  retain  the  public 
deposites.  lie  held  a  copy  of  that  circular  in  his  hand, 
and  knew  that  many  fiivorable  answers  had  been  re- 
ceived, and  was  certain  that  they  presented  the  ready 
and  far  preferable  mode  of  suppressing  this  small-note 
circulation. 

Mr.  B.  repealed,  it  was  not  in  Congress  only  that  he 
had  worked  at  this  object;  he  had  communicated  with 
many  banks;  and,  from  those  of  large  business  and  high 
character,  he  had  invariably  received  the  strongest 
assurances,  not  only  of  a  readiness,  but  of  a  wish  to  co- 
operate with  the  Government  in  this  good  work,  lie 
would  read  from  one  communication,  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Campbell  P.  White,  president  of  the  Manhattan  Bank, 
New  York,  and  would  show  the  resolutions  which  that 
gentleman  had  drawn  up  and  aent  to  him  (Mr.  B.)  at 
the  commencement  of  this  session,  to  accomplish  this  oh* 
jt:ct.  This  is  the  extract : . 

*■  I  submit  to  you  two  fesolutinns  that  I  think  should 
be  passed  by  a  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  Mouses  of 
CongreM.  The  large  amount  of  qiecie,  above  seventy 
millions  of  dolhrs,  now  in  the  United  SUles,  makes  it  a 
favorable  moment,  if  not  an  imperative  duly,  to  repress 
the  circulation  of  all  bank  notes  under  the  denominalion 
of  twenty  dollars.  As  some  persons  question  the  con- 
stitutional power,  and  others  the  expediency,  of  re- 
sorting to  taxation  for  this  purpose,  none  can  object  to 
making  it  a  condition  fur  retaining  the  public  deposites, 
that  the  depoaUe  buiks  shall  check  and  repress  the 
emiinon  of  paper,  so  as  to  secure  to  us  that  portion  of 
the  money  in  circulation  in  the  world  wtiich  our  ex- 
changeable products  bear  to  the  whole  t-xchangeable 
products  of  the  world,  and  which  we  should  ever  enjoy, 
were  it  not  driven  out  by  the  substitution  of  the  ^luao^ 
fur  the  substance—the  substitution  of  paper  fur  gold  and 
ailvf  r." 

This  is  the  extract  of  the  letter,  (said  Ur.  B.,)  and 
the  sentiments  in  it  are  worthy  of  the  gentleman  who, 
as  a  former  member  of  Congrea*,  was  one  of  those  most 
instrumental  in  reviving  the  gold  circulation,  by  takinea 
lead  in  correcting  the  erroneous  atsndard  of  our  gold. 
Hie  following  are  the  two  resolutions  communicated  at 
the  same  time: 

"  Raoived,  That  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of  July, 
1B37,  no  banit  shall  be  employed,  or  continued  in  the 
employment  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  SUtes  as  a 
deposite  bank,  unless  they  lAall  previously  engage,  in 
writing,  under  their  corporate.  ifiLlp^jntt^  P"^ 
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c'irciilation  no  b«nk  note  or  bank  checlc  cf  •  Ins  de* 
nominRtion  ihm  ten  dnUan;  ind,  alto,  that  they  will  not 

Kfleive  00  (lepoaitr,  or  >n  payment,  any  bank  note  or 
bank  cheekof  a  lendt-noiHinationt  nor  the  bank  notea 
or  bank  cheek*  of  any  bank,  of  any  denomination,  on 
depoaite  or  in  payment,  after  auch  period,  lhat  issuea  or 
puU  in  circulation  bank  noica  or  bank  cbccki  of  a  leas 
•mount  than  ten  dollars,  at  •foretaid." 

•<  Bu^aedt  That  from  and  after  the  4tb  day  of  July, 
1838.  no  bank  thatl  be  employed,  or  eontinued  io  the 
employment  of  the  Treaniry  of  the  United  Stales  aa  a 
depoaite  bank,  unlets  they  shall  previoualy  engage  in 
vnting,  under  their  cnrporatt  seal,  to  isdue  and  put  in 
circulation  no  bank  note  or  bank  check  of  a  lets  de- 
nomination than  twenty  doliari;  and,  also,  that  they  will 
not  receive  on  depoaite  or  in  payment  any  bank  note 
or  bank  check  of  a  lest  denomination;  nor  the  bank 
notes  or  bank  checks  of  ai»r  bank,  of  any  deoomination, 
on  depoaite  or  payment,  after  auch  period,  that  iMueaor 
puti  in  circulation  bank  notea  or  bank  checki  of  a  leas 
amount  than  twenty  dollars,  as  aforesaid." 

These  (said  Mr.  B.)  are  the  propositions  now  made  to 
Vf  by  a  bank  of  the  highett  character)  and  he  knew 
nany  others  which  were  ready  (o  agree  tn  the  same 
propositiona.  Compare  Ihcm  with  tbia  bill,  if  it  ia  pos- 
sible to  institute  a  comparison  between  two  sucli  objects, 
and  obserre  the  immeasurable  difference  between  them. 
W\nU  in  the  nature  of  the  process;  here  there  ts  no 
bargaint  noeontractrbut  Conereu  Is  requested  to  act 
as  a  Goremmenf,  not  to  deal  Tike  a  contractor,  and  to 
prescribe  the  conditions  on  which  the  depoiile  banks 
are  to  accomplish  our  purpose.  In  the  next  place,  sn 
far  from  making  a  contract  for  the  receivabUily  of  their 
notes  in  exchange  for  the  suppreuion  of  the  small  ones, 
there  is  not  even  a  wish  expressed  for  aueb  reception. 
In  the  third  place,  as  lo  the  promptness  and  efflcieney 
of  their  action  in  auppresstng  the  small  notes.  Instead 

-  of  waiting  three  years  for  putting  down  those  under  ten 
dollars,  it  is  proposed  to  be  done  in  four  monlhst  so  far 
from  wailing  five  years  for  putting  down  those  under 
twenty  dollars,  it  is  to  be  done  in  less  than  one  year  and 
a  half.  Next,  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  action  of  the 
two  modes;  the  bill  of  the  committee  acts  upon  hut  one 
bank  at  a  time,  and  upon  the  notes  only  of  (bat  one 
bank,  leaving  the  door  open  to  checks,  and  the  ute  of  ' 
the  notea  of  other  banks;  the  proposition  of  the  Man- 
hattan Bank,  and  which  may  be  considered  as  a  sample 
of  ihoae  from  all  the  banka  of  high  character,  operates 
in  ihree  different  ways,  and  upon  multitudes  of  banks 
at  the  aame  time.  1.  The  depoaite  bank  is  to  bind 
itself,  under  its  corporate  seal,  neither  to  ikiue  nor  lo 
put  in  circulation  any  bank  note  or  bank  check  under 
the  denomination  of  ten  dollars,  after  the  4th  of  July 
next,  or  of  twenty  dollars  after  the  4)h  of  July,  1833. 
9.  It  binds  ilaelf,  in  like  manner,  not  lo  receive  on  de- 

Iioaite  or  in  payment  any  bank  note  or  bank  check  of 
ess  denominations,  after  the  said  terms.  3.  It  binds 
itself,  in  like  manner,  not  to  receive  the  notes  ur  checks, 
of  any  denomination  whattver,  of  any  bank  whatever 
which  continues  after  those  dates  to.iuue  or  circulate 
notes  or  eheeka  under  the  respective  amounts  of  ten  and 
twenty  dollara.  This  (aaid  Mr.  B.)  is  what  the  re^^pecta. 
ble  banks  are  ready  to  submit  to,  if  Congress  will  only 
act  as  a  Governmenl,  and  prescribe  conditions  fur  all  the 
depoaite  banksi  whicb,  in  their  turn, are  to  operate  upon 
ali  other  banks^  instead  of  entering  into  petty  bargains 
with  each  bank  byitaelf.  One  acts  efTcctually,  and  upon 
nasaesi  the  other  actaineflTectually,  and  upon  units.  One 
dcmanda  no  pricei  the  other  is  lo  have  the  incalculable 
price  of  baring  their  paper  made  legal  currency,  and 
put  upon  a  footing,  in  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  Federal  Government,  with  the  gold  and  ailver  vf  the 
constiiation!   By  one  modef  our  work  will  be  done 


speedily  and  efiectuallyt  by  Ibe  other,  terdily  and  inef- 
fecjuall^.  Why  grant  these  three  and  fire  yetraf  The 
only  object  of  delay  ia  to  give  (he  banka  time  tontiier 
specie  from  abroad  to  supply  (he  place  of  the  amalT  bilb. 
But  lhat  is  done  to  their  hand.  The  Government  haa 
done  it.  The  specie  is  here,  and  will  go  away  if  we 
do  not  create  a  home  demand  for  it.  Instead  of  begin- 
ning to  suppress  their  notes,  the  local  banks  will  put  it 
off  to  tlte  last  moment  of  the  three  and  five  year%  and 
double  their  small  imuea  in  the  mean  time,  to  make 
profit  while  they  can.  There  is  specie  enough  now,  and 
it  is  increasing  every  day.  Arrivals  from  abroad  are 
daily  announced.  Five  hundred  thousand  dollars  arrived 
at  New  Orleans  on  two  days  only  of  this  month,  the  9ih 
and  10th  of  January.  If  our  hard-money  measures  are  con- 
tinued, specie  will  continue  to  increase  for  years  to  come 
as  it  has  for  four  years  pa&t— at  the  average  rate  of  more 
than  ten  milliona  per  annum.  The  dela^  proposed  by 
this  bill  is  not  only  unnecesaary,  but  injurtoua  to  its  own 
objrcti  the  mode  of  acting  ii  cither  ineffectual  or  ruin- 
ous. There  are  now  a  thousand  banka  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  distributions  of  the  iurplu*  are  treedinjf 
multitudes  more.  If  ati  these  bsnks  accept  the  terms, 
then  our  Treasury  is  ruined  by  becoming  the  recepta- 
cle— the  tomb — of  all  their  papert  if  half  or  a  qtiarter 
refuse,  or  even  a  hundred*  then  the  bill  will  be  ineffect- 
ual) For  these  refusing  banks  will  luni  all  their  strength 
upon  the  issue  of  small  paper.  Mr.  B.  said  here  waa  a 
terrible  dilemma.  If  the  majority  of  tbe  banks  accept 
the  terms,  then  they  ruin  the  Treaauryj  if  they  do  not, 
then  they  continue  to  injure  the  conntryi  and  he  quo- 
ted, to  sustain  his  opinion  of  the  inefficiency  of  this  mode 
of  acting,  the  following  sentiments  expressed,  when  the 
United  States  Bank  charter  was  under  consideration,  in 
1633,  by  a  Senator  from  Massachuselta,  [Mr.  WxBS*im:] 

**It  may,  perhaps,  strike  some  gentlemen  that  the 
circulation  of  amall  notes  might  be  efTectualty  discour- 
aged by  refusing  to  receive  not  only  all  such  notei^  but 
all  notes  af  such  banks  as  issued  them,  at  tbe  cu&tonv 
houses,  land  offices,  post  offices,  and  other  places  of 
public  leceipt,  and  by  causing  them  to  be  refused  aU", 
either  in  payment  or  dtposSte,  at  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  But  the  tlTect  of  auch  refusal  may  be  doubt- 
ful. It  wou'd  eertainly,  in  some  degree,  discredit  auch 
notes,  but  in  all  probability  it  would  not  drive  them  out 
altogetheri  and,  if  it  should  not  do  this,  It  might,  very 
probably,  increase  their  circulation.  If  in  some  degree 
they  become  discredited,  to  that  degree  they  would  be- 
come cheaper  than  other  notesj  and  universal  expe. 
rience  proves  that,  of  two  things  which  may.be  current, 
the  cheaper  vill  always  expel  the  other." 

Mr.  B.  had  been  at  work  fur  five  years  to  procure  the 
auppression  of  paper  money  under  twenty  da%r%  Hit 
ezertion%  on  that  point,  had  brought  him  into  com- 
munication with  the  officers  of  many  bankst  and  it  waa 
due  to  them  to  say,  that  all  the  banks  of  high  character, 
with  which  he  had  communicated,  were  in  favor  of  the 
auppretslon  of  small  nutes)  and  he  was  fully  persuaded 
that  many  of  Ihem,  and  as  a  mere  condition  of  relaininK 
the  public  depoaitrs,  if  the  depoaite  banka  were  reduced 
to  the  proper  number,  would  give  up  their  circulation 
entirely,  and  introduce  into  our  country  the  example  of 
banks  of  discount,  depoaitr,  and  exchange,  alone,  aa  Uiey 
exist  in  Europe,  and  where  they  give  all  the  real  bene- 
fits of  banks,  without  the  dangers  and  mischiefs  of  issuing 
paper  monty.  In  his  opinion,  about  thirty  deposiie 
banks  were  enough)  they  were  more  places  of  depoaite 
than  existed  during  the  time  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  had  but  twenty-four  branches;  and  if  the 
deposites  were  confined  to  about  tirirty  banka  of  good 
capital  and  high  character,  (hese  banka  would  imme- 
diately, that  is  to  ssy,  within  one  or  two  years,  and  now 
while  we  bare  tbe  specie  to  justify  ihc  opcratitM)*  en'.er 
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bnrtilr  Into  the  meuure  c^putiinff  down  the  circuUtioti 
of  notes  under  tventjr  dolUn.  With  the  tdditionti  in- 
ducement of  relinqiiisMnfr  the  interest  which  they  now 
pay  on  depositee  he  felt  certain  they  would  quickly  ac- 
compliah  this  great  work  for  the  country.  Now  is  the 
time,  aa  Mr.  C.  P.  White  says  in  hii  letter,  now  ia  the 
time  to  do  it,  when  our  apecie  ia  between  aevenly  and 
eif^ty  milliona  of  dollars.  Certainty  thra  ia  the  time, 
while  forty^ve  milliona  of  that  apeeie  ia  locked  up  in  the 
TCuIti  of  bukt—and  while  oar  paper  eireulatnn  ia  ao 
redundant  at  to  have  under^ne  a  depreciation  which  is 
beaVily  felt  in  the  price  of  every  article  of  conaumption 
by  all  peraona  who  live  upon  wagva  and  fixed  income. 
This  is  the  time  to  rflect  the  supprcaaiont  and  it  waa  af- 
flictinff  to  see  it  loal;  for  to  poalpone  it  five  yeara  was 
to  lose  the  golden  opportunity.  And  at  whose  instance 
waa  this  to  be  done  ^  At  the  instance  of  the  amall  bmka — 
the  two-and-uzpenny  concerns— to  which  it  waa  an  ob- 
jecl  to  put  out  amall  notc^  for  the  sake  of  the  gain  to  the 
Dank  upon  the  Ion  to  the  community,  in  the  wear  and  tear 
of  amall  notes.  Hr.  B.  said  it  was  the  small  banks 
which  cfing  to  the  small  notes,  and  some  of  them  since 
they  became  deposile  banks,  md  in  riolation  of  the  de- 
posite  law.  He  would  give  an  instancet  it  was  from  that 
•ame  CKnton  Bank  of  Columbus,  from  which  he  had  be- 
fore read.  In  the  statement  of  ita  condition  made  to 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio  on  the  9th  day  of  January  of 
the  preaent  year,  the  cireulation  of  the  bank  is  thus  ata- 
tcd:  One-dollar  billa,  C6,336|  two-dollar  do.  «4,916| 
three-dollar  do.  |6,669t  five  do.  160,085,  ten  do. 
910.910;  twenty  do.  tl3,140|  fifty  do.  f 13,400)  one 
hundred  do.  $300.  Now,  here  ia  a  hank  whose  total 
circulation  iaf 1 15,000,  and  of  which  the  whole,  except 
about  #35,000,  is  under  twenty  doiUrsi  and  yet  this 
bank,  on  this  question,  and  in  ihia  chamber,  it  to  out- 
weigh the  UanbttUn,  and  the  other  great  banks  of  the 
country! 

Mr.  B.  said  it  waa  curious  to  observe  that  the  small 
country  banks  in  Rngland  had  governed  the  Irgialation 
of  the  British  Parliament  in  the  suppression  of  the  small 
note^  precisely  in  the  manner  now  going  on  in  this 
country,  and  with  the  same  disastroua  remits  there  which 
nay  be  expected  to  ensue  here.  Be  would,  to  ahow 
thi%  read  an  extract  from  the  testimony  of  the  governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  Mr.  Horaley  Palmer,  before 
Lord  Allhorp'a  committee,  in  1833.    He  aaya: 

*'  By  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  1819, 
the  Bank  of  England  was  required,  within  four  yearn, 
to  pay  off  in  gold  the  amount  of  their  one-pound  notes 
then  in  circulation,  (about  £7,500,000;]  further,  to  pro- 
vide the  coin  for  paying  off  the  country  small  notes  in 
1^,  (about  £7,800.000  morei)  in  addition  to  which,  the 
neeestity  was  imposed  of  providing  tbe  requisite  surplus 
bullion  for  insuring  the  convertibility  of  all  their  liabili- 
tiea;  which  addition  of  bullion  to  their  atock  could  not 
be  estimated  at  less  than  £5,000,000t  making  in  the  ag- 
gregate £20,000,000  of  gold  aa  neceasary  to  be  procured 
from  foreign  countries  within  the  space  of  four  yeiri 
from  1S19.  The  bank  cancelled  their  own  small  notes 
in  1831,  (two  yean  before  ihe  time  limited  by  Parlia- 
ment.) In  1833,  being  three  years  prior  to  the  time 
fixed  by  Parliament,  they  were  in  B  situalion  to  furnish 
the  gold  for  paying  off  the  country  amall  notes,  (that  is. 
ihey  bad  procured  the  whole  30  millions  in  gold,  near 
100  millions  of  dullars,  from  foreign  countries  in  three 
years, )  when,  without  any  communication  with  the  bank, 
the  Government  ihotight  proper  to  authorize  a  eontinu* 
anee  of  the  circulation  of  the  country  small  notes  until 

Mr.  B.  said  it  waa  here  seen  that  the  governor  ofthe 
Bank  of  England  compluned  that,  when  the  Bank  of 
England  bad  procured  twenty  millions  sterling  in  gold 
in  three  yean,  (equal  to  near  one  hundied  millioni  of 


dollars,)  and  had  suppreaeed  its  own  small  notei,  and 
had  gold  enough  to  supply  the  place  of  all  the  country 
banks*  aawll  notes^  that  these  country  banks  got  the  time 
extended  for  the  suppression  of  theira— got  it  done  in 
Parliament,  without  coniultalion  with  tbe  Bank  of 
England — and  extended  up  to  the  year  1833.  This  is 
the  testimony  of  the  governor  of  the  bank,  and  the 
point  of  it  is  this:  that  the  Parliament  lost  the  golden  mo- 
ment of  doing  the  nvat  work,  and  lost  it  by  conforming 
to  the  intereat  ofthe  amall  country  banks,  whose  friends 
were  numerous  and  powerful  in  Parliament,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  interest  of  the  empire,  snd  agsinst  tbe  wishes 
of  the  Bank  of  England.  The  rest  is  matter  of  history. 
That  history  is,  that  these  country  banks  never  enjoyed 
the  seven  yeara  which  Parliament  granted  them. 
Having  seven  years  to  go  upon,  they  resolved  to  make 
hay  while  the  sun  was  shining.  So  to  work  they  went, 
and  put  out  more  amall  notes  than  ever.  The  conse- 
quence waa.  the  vast  and  disaatroua  explosion  of  the 
paper  system  which  took  place  in  1835,  an  explosion 
which  covered  all  England  with  the  wreoka  of  broken 
fortunes,  and  in  which  so  many  familiea  who  thought 
themielves.  affluent  were  auddenly  sunk,  without  any 
fault  of  their  own,  and,  as  if  by  magic  and  enchantment, 
from  the  enjoyment  of  wealth  and  happiness,  to  tbe  suf* 
Ferings  of  poverty,  misery,  snd  despair.  Hiatory,  said 
Mr.  B.,  tasaid  to  be  philosnphy  teaching  by  example. 
But  bow  many  of  her  leaaons  are  lost  upon  the  world! 
Here  it  a  great  lesson  given  to  na  in  our  own  tine,  and  by 
the  nation  from  whom  we  have  borrowed  our  whole  sys- 
tem of  banking.  Yet  this  leuon  ia  lost  upon  ur|  and  we 
must  go  through  her  suffering!,  and  learn  it  ourselves,  aa 
she  did,  before  we  can  know  it.  Our  circumstances  are 
the  aamet  we  have  accumulated  upwards  of  70  millions 
of  gold  and  sllveri  it  is  increaaing  eveiy  day*  we  are 
ready  for  the  operation  of  drawing  in  small  notes,  and 
putlmg  out  hard  money;  the  strong  and  respectable 
banks  wish  us  to  do  itj.  the  public  interest  requires  it  to 
be  donet  the  policy  of  President  Jackion's  adminiatralion 
prescribes  ii  {  yet  we  luie  the  golden  oppnrtuniiyt  we  put 
it  off  for  five  yesm!  and  instead  of  adopting  an  efficient 
course  to  act  upon  masses  of  banks,  and  upon  every 
variety  of  their  circulation  under  twenty  dollars,  we  take 
an  impotent,  inefilcieni  course,  and  to  act  upon  units,  and 
upon  the  notes  which  they  issue  only,  and  by  way  of  bar- 
gain, which  either  party  may  terminate  when  it  pleases, 
a  bargain  which  must  be  filial  to  our  Treasury  if  the  banks 
accept  il! 

Hr.  B.  having  gone  over  these  objections  to  the  com- 
mittee's bill,  would  now  ascend  to  a  class  of  objections  of 
a  higher  and  graver  character.  He  had  already  remark- 
ed that  the  committee  had  carried  out  a  resolution,  and 
had  brought  back  a  bill;  that  the  eommittee  proposed  a 
statutory  ensctment,  where  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [U r. 
EwiRD,]  and  the  Senator  fro-n  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rivxa,] 
hsd  only  proposed  a  joint  resolutlont  and  he  had  already 
further  remarked,  that  in  addition  to  this  total  change  in 
the  mode  of  action,  the  committee  had  added  what 
neither  of  these  Senators  had  proposed,  a  clause,  under  a 
proviso,  to  enact  paper  money  into  eaah — to  pau  paper 
money  to  the  credit  of  the  United  Slates,  aa  caah— and 
to  punish,  by  the  loss  of  the  depnrites,  any  depoaite  bank 
which  should  refuse  so  to  receive,  so  to  credit,  and  so  to 
pas*,  the  notes  *'  receivable"  under  the  provisions  of 
their  bill.  These  two  changes  make  entirely  a  new 
measure — one  of  wholly  a  dinVrent  character  from  the 
resolutions  of  the  two  Senatora — a  measu^  which  openly 
and  in  terms,  and  under  penalties,  undertakes  to  make 
local  State  paper  a  legal  tender  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment,  and  to  compel  the  reception  of  all  its  revenues  in 
the  notes  **  receivable**  under  tbe  proviinantof  the  fwm- 
miUee's  bill.  After  this  gigantic  step—this  Coloisal 
I  movement— in  ftror  of  paper  Qkw^i  there  ]ras  but  one 
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■ten  more  for  the  commUtre  to  take,  and  th»t  wai  to 
nuke  IhcM  nolei  a  legal  tender  in  all  paytnenta  from  the 
Pederul  Oovernment.  But  that  nltp  was  unnecenary  to 
b«  taken  in  words,  for  it  ii  taken  in  fact,  when  the  oiher 
great  ttep  becomes  law.  For  it  ii  incontestabte  that 
what  the  Government  receivcfl,  it  must  F>ay  out;  and 
what  It  payg  out  becomes  the  currency  of  the  country. 
So  that  when  this  bill  panes,  the  paper  money  of  the 
local  banks  will  be  a  tender  by  Uw  to  the  Federal  Gor- 
ernment,  and  a  tender  by  durcu  from  the  OoTemment 
toitscreditoriand  the  people.  Thitis  Ibeittte  to  which 
the  committee'!  bill  will  bring  usi  and  now;  let  ui  pause 
and  contemplate,  for  a  moment,  the  poMtion  we  occupy, 
and  the  vast  ocean  of  psper  on  which  we  are  proposed 
to  to  be  embarked. 

We  stand  upon  a  constitution  which  recof^niaea  nothing 
but  gold  and  silver  for  money;  we  stand  upon  a  IrgiH. 
lation  of  near  fifty  years,  whicli  recognises  nothing 
but  gold  and  silver  for  money.  Now,  for  the  first  time, 
we  have  a  tlatutory  enaelroent  pntposed  to  recognise  the 
paper  of  a  wilderness  of  local  banks  for  money,  and  in 
so  doing  to  repeal  all  prior  legislation  by  law,  and  the 
constitution  by  facr.  This  ra  an  era  in  our  Irgialation. 
Il  n  statute  Uw  to  control  all  other  law,  and  ia  not  a 
resolution  to  aid  other  laws,  and  to  express  the  opinions 
of  Congresi.  On  this  point  he  must  be  permitted  to  re- 
fer to  wha'  he  had  Mid  in  a  f'irffler  part  ttf  this  debate, 
when  he  dwelt  upon  the  difference  between  an  act  of 
Congress  and  \  resolution  of  Congress,  and  eoitgralula- 
ted  himself  that  no  act  uf  the  nailonil  LegiaUture  had 
ever  attticked  the  great  fundamental  acts  fnr  the  cullec- 
lion  of  the  revenues  in  the  gold  and  silver  money  uf  the 
constitution.    This  is  whst  he  then  aaid: 

"  The  exclusion  of  paper  money  was  as  carefully  en- 
forced by  the  contliiulion  as  Ihe  adoption  of  gold  and 
Bilver  was  sediiloiisty  guardrd.  I'he  words  of  Ihe  con- 
Btitution  and  the  history  of  the  limes,  and  especially  the 
44lh  No.  of  the  Federalist,  written  hy  Mr.  Madison^^sll 
prove  th's.  The  early  lefjislation  of  Congress  conformed 
to  the  words  and  spirit  uf  the  constitution,  and  adopted 
the  plainest  and  slronccst  language  to  guard  the  cur- 
rency which  it  bad  adopted.  The  two  acta  fundamen- 
tal fur  the  collection  of  the  two  great  branches  uf  Ihe 
reveuue— lands  and  customs.-  that  of  1789  for  the  Utter, 
and  1800  for  ibe  former— were  express  that  gokl  and 
silver  coin  only  should  be  received  for  the  custom*,  and 
ipccie  and  ev  dences  of  the  public  debt  oidy.  for  the 
public  lands.  Tliese  two  great  acts,  being  f»ilhful  in. 
terpreters  of  the  constitution,  have  never  been  openly 
attacked  in  either  House  of  Congress.  In  all  the  changes 
which  subsequent  legiblatinn  has  made  in  Ihe  laws,  of 
which  the  hard-money  rnaclmrnts  are  part,  these  cUuses 
have  beeo  retained  in  the  same,  or  equivalent,  ez- 
preflsioni;  so  that  a  hard^money  currency  sliti  remains 
the  cuiiMiluliimal  and  the  statutory  currency  of  the 
Federal  Government.  Temporary  eftactments  in  favor 
of  Treasury  notes,  and  Unite  d  States  Bank  notes,  have 
ceased  j  and  the  joint  resolution  of  1816  neither  does  nnr 
can  repeal  a  law.  Resolutions,  whether  joint  or  several, 
are  not  the  mode  of  national  legislation.  Tliey  are  only 
declaratory  of  facts  or  principles,  or  expressive  of  the 
opinions  and  purposes  of  the  House  or  Houses  from  which 
they  em:inate.  The  joint  resolution  differs  from  the 
single  in  nuihing  but  in  bring  Ihe  declaration,  the  opin- 
ion, or  the  purpose,  of  bolhHuuses,  instead  of  one.  This 
being  the  case,  and  the  two  rundamental  enactments  of 
1789  and  1800  being  still  in  force,  aa  retained  in  subse- 
quent alterations  of  the  laws  to  which  they  belong,  the 

auntion  Is,  how  comes  it  that  (hey  have  been  treated  aa 
ead  letten  on  (he  statute  book,  and  paper  money  re- 
ceived in  pUee  of  Ihe  hard  money  which  they  impera- 
'ively  required?   The  answer  to  this  question,"  &c. 
''is  is  what  was  nid  fMir  or  five  weeks  sgn,  said  Hr. 


D.|  and  strong  as  he  felt  in  the  correctnessof  what  he 
then  said,  he  would  yet  now  reinforce  it  with  authority — 
authority  drawn  from  diflTertnt  sources — but  both  en« 
tilled  to  deference  in  thU  debate.  The  first  was  from 
Mr.  Jefferson's  Manual,  and  to  ^ow  the  nature  of  a  res* 
olntion,  and  wherein  it  differed  from  a  statute.  Mr. 
Jefferson  says,  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress:  *' Facts, 
principles,  their  own  opin'ons  and  purposes,  are  expres* 
sed  in  the  form  of  resolutions."  Here,  then,  w  the  of- 
fice  and  nature  of  a  resolution:  it  is  to  declare  a  fact,  or 
a  principle,  or  to  express  an  opinion  or  purpose  of  the 
House  or  Houses.  In  these  senses  innumerable  resolu- 
tions have  been  psssed  by  Congress,  and  in  the  third  of 
these  senses,  that  of  expressing  an  opinion,  the  joint  res- 
olution for  the  better  cullcction  of  the  revenues  was 
psssed  in  1816.  It  was  a  resolution  in  aid  of  the  consti- 
tution and  the  hard-money  statutes,  and  not  in  deroga- 
tion, or  repeal,  »f  them.  On  the  next  point,  that  no 
open  Attack  had  ever  been  fasdc,  in  the  legisUtion  uf 
Congres*,  on  the  bard-money  statutes,  he  would  quote 
the  Senator  from  Mas«achusetif,  [Mr.  WsasTna,]  whose 
speeches  on  this  subject  he  had  often  read  with  satis- 
faction and  profit.  He  quoted  from  a  speech  of  1816, 
on  the  bill  to  charter  the  late  Udnk  of  the  United  Stales: 

*■  No  nation  bad  a  better  currency  than  Ibe  United 
Slates,  lliere  was  no  nation  which  had  guarded  ita 
currency  with  mure  care;  for  the  fraiiiers  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  those  who  enacted  the  early  statutes  on  this 
subject,  were  hard*money  men;  they  hsd  felt,  and  ihere- 
Ture  duly  appreciated,  the  (vits  of  a  pnper  medium;  they 
therefore  sedulously  guarded  the  currency  of  the  United 
Statea  from  debasement.  The  Ifgal  currency  of  the 
United  States  was  gold  and  silver  coin:  this  wss  a  sub- 
ject in  regard  to  which  Congress  had  run  into  no  folly." 

This  (said  Mr.  B.)  settles  the  question  up  to  1816. 
It  shows  that  up  to  that  time  Congress  had  run  into  no 
ful'y  on  this  subjectt  it  hod  passed  no  set  to  impair  the 
constitutional  currency— dune  nothingtoderogaie  from 
the  early  hard-money  statutes,  and  the  hard-money 
clftuses  of  tlie  constitutiun.  All  was  safe  on  the  slittiite 
book  up  to  1816;  and  the  joint  reaolution  of  that  ^ ear, 
as  he  had  often  said,  was  in  aid,  and  nut  in  derogation, 
of  these  early  atatutes.  The  legialation  since  1816  a 
within  our  own  knowledge.  Leaving  out  temporarjr 
enactments  in  favor  uf  scrip,  Treasury  notes,  &c.,«iid  He 
term  used  is  always  the  same,  or  the  equivalent,  of 
what  is  found  in  the  constitution.  The  act  of  1830,  for 
reducing  the  price  uf  (he  public  Undr,  directs  them  to 
be  sold  lor  "cash."  The  word  "cash"  is  there  u&ed  as 
ready  money,  and  th«t  the  hard  money  of  the  constitu- 
tion. The  framers  of  thsl  act  were  also  hard-money 
men,  for  they  had  just  got  a  tremendous  l^ason  from  the 
paper  hystem.  IThey  had  jiiat  gone  tbrouftb  the  paper 
agoniea  of  the  late  war.  iisrd  money,  then,  by  our 
constilution,  and  by  all  our,  statute  laws,  is  still  on  tlie 
statute  bouk  the  only  legal  currency  of  the  PtrdrrsI 
Government;,  and  now,  for  the  first  time  in  near  fif^y 
years,  is  a  statute  proposed  to  repeal  all  these  hard-mo- 
ney statutes,  and  to  make  the  paper  of  a  myriad  uf  banks, 
known  and  unknown,  born  and  to  be  bom,  the  legal 
currency  »f  the  Federal  Government.  And,  at  what  a 
time  b  IbUpropoaiiion  made?  At  the  time  when  the 
country  contains  more  specie  than  it  ever  taw  before; 
when  banks  of  the  highest  character  are  fur  checking 
paper  money;  and  while  that  President  ia  still  alive, 
and  in  power,  who  hu  made  it  the  pride  and  glcuy  dS 
his  administ  ration  to  revive  and  extend  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver currency. 

Mr.  B.  said,  Ihe  efrectsofthw  sUlule  would  be,  to 
make  a  paper  government — to  insure  the  exportation 
of  our  specie— to  leave  the  State  banks  without  founda- 
tions to  rest  upon — to  produce  a  certain  catastrophe  in 
the  whole  paper  system— to  rcTiveHhe  bretepsions  of 
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the  United  SUles  Bank — ftnd  to  futen*  fur  a  time,  tbe 
Adam  Smith  syitero  upon  the  Fedenl  (lovernment  »nd 
tbe  whole  Union. 

Nr.  B.  then  inquired,  «npltatical^,  what  wm  the  ivt* 
tem  of  Adam  Smith?  and  then  uk)  that  Dr.  Smith 
ahould  answer  this  quealion  bimMlf,  and  that  he  would 
resd  the  extrscts  from  his  works  whicli  would  exhibit  his 
response.  This  inquiry  was  rendered  the  more  necemry, 
because,  having  named  Dr.  Smith  as  the  founder  of 
tde  paper  system  in  Englandj  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  RiTKs]  had  thought  him  miatafcen,  and  maintained 
the  contrary.    He  then  read  the  following  extracts: 

"The  lubatitution  of  paper  in  the  room  of  gold  and 
yilrer  money  replaces  a  very  expensive  instrument  of 
commerce  wiili  one  much  lesa  costly,  and  sometimes 
equally  convenient.  Circulation  comes  to  be  carried  on 
by  a  new  wheel,  which  it  costs  less  to  erect  and  maintain 
than  the  old  one.  There  are  several  different  sorts  of 
paper  money;  but  the  circulating  note*  of  banks  and 
bankers  are  the  species  which  is  best  known,  and  which  i 
aeems  best  adapted  for  this  purpose.  When  the  people 
of  any  particular  country  have  such  confidence  in  the 
fortune,  probity,  and  prudence,  of  a  particular  banker,  as 
to  belieTe  that  he  is  always  ready  to  pay,  upon  demand, 
auch  of  his  promissory  notes  as  are  likely  to  be  presented 
to  him,  those  notes  come  to  have  the  same  currency  as 
gold  and  silver  money,  from  the  confidence  that  such 
money  can  at  any  lime  be  had  for  them.  A  particular 
banker  lends  among^hn  eoatoinen  his  own  promissory 
notes,  to  the  extent  we  shall  suppose  of  £100,000.  As 
these  notes  serve  all  tbe  purposes  of  money,  his  debtors 
pay  him  tbe  same  interest  as  if  he  had  lent  Iheto  so  much 
money.  Iliis  inlereitt  is  the  source  of  his  gain.  Though 
some  of  these  notes  are  continually  coming  back  upon 
him,  part  of  thero  continue  to  circuUte  for  months  and 
years  together.  Though  he  has  generally  in  circulation, 
therefore,  notes  to  the  extent  of  jeiOO,000,  yet  £30,000 
In  ftM  and  silver  may  frequently  be  a  sufficient  pro- 
vision for  answering  occauonal  demands.  By  this  ope- 
ration, therefore,  £30,000  in  gold  and  silver  perform  all 
the  functions  wbieh  £100,000  could  otherwise  have  per- 
formed; £80,000  of  gold  and  Kilver,  thereforie,  can,  in 
this  manner,  be  spared  from  the  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try! and  if  different  operations  of  the  same  kind  should, 
at  the  same  lime,  be  carried  on  by  different  banks  and 
bankers,  tbe  whole  circDlation  may  thus  be  conducted 
with  •  fifth  part  only  of  the  gold  and  silver  which  voold 
otherwise  hare  been  requisite.  Four  fifths,  therefore, 
of  a  fill)  circulation  of  gold  and  silver  may  be  exported. 
But  though  so  great  a  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  is  thus 
sent  abroad,  we  must  not  imagine  that  it  is  sent  abroad 
for  nothing,  or  that  its  proprietors  make  a  present  of  it 
to  foreign  nations.  They  will  exchange  it  fur  fnreif^ 
goods  m  aom^  kind  or  another,  in  order  to  supply  the 
consumption  either  of  some  other  foreign  country,  as 
Iheirown."— JW.  I,paget4!i4»  '5,  '6.  T. 

*'  A  paper  money  consisting  in  bank  notef>,  issued  by 
people  of  undoubted  credi',  payable  upon  demand  with- 
out any  condition,  and  in  fact  always  readily  paid  as  soon 
as  presented,  is,  in  every  respect,  equal  to  gold  and  silver 
money)  since  gold  and  ulver  money  can  at  anv  time  be 
bad  for  it.  Whatever  is  either  bought  or  sold  for  such 
paper  must  necessarily  be  bot^t  or  sold  as  cheap  as  it 
could  have  been  for  gold  and  silver.  Tite  increase  of 
paper  money,  it  has  been  said,  augmenting  the  quar- 
tily  and  eonaeqiiently  diminishing  the  value  of  the 
whole  currency,  necessarily  augments  the  money  price 
of  commodities.  But  as  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver 
which  is  taken  from  the  currency  is  always  equal  Lo  the 

auantity  of  paper  which  is  added  to  it,  paper  money 
oes  not  necessarily  increase  the  quantity  of  the  whole 
currency."—- p0/.  1,^).  490. 
"Tbe  Bank  of  EngUnd  ii  tbe  ffreatest  bank  of  circu' 


lation  in  Europe.  It  was  incorporated,  in  pursuance  of 
an  act  of  Parliament,  by  a  charter  under  the  great  seal, 
dated  the  S7th  of  July,  1694.  It  at  tl»t  time  advanced 
to  Oovenunent  £1,300,000  for  an  annuity  of  £100,000, 
ur  fur  an  annuity  of  £96,000  a  year  interest,  at  the  rate 
of  8  per  cent.,  and  £4,000  a  y*ar  fur  the  expenae  of 
managtment.  The  stability  of  the  Itank  of  England  is 
equil  to  that  of  the  BritiHh  Government.  All  that  it  has 
advanced  to  the  Gover:)iiient  mu»t  be  lost  btfore  iti 
creditors  can  sustkin  any  luss." — f^ol.  1,  p.  479. 

The  bank  has  lent  its  whole  capital,  now  about  four- 
teen and  a  half  millions  sterling,  to  the  Government^  so 
that  the  Government  s'ands  security  fur  the  bank  to  that 
amount,  being  near  seventy  millions  of  dollars. 

**  Joint  stock  companies  are  well  adapted  to  carry  on 
the  trade  of  banking.  The  constitution  of  joint  stock 
companies  renders  ihem  in  general  mure  tenacious  of 
established  rules  than  any  private  copartnery.  Such 
companies,  therefore,  seem  extremely  well  htied  fur  this 
trade.  Ttie  principal  banking  companies  in  Europe, 
accordingly,  are  joint  stock  companies,  many  of  which 
manage  their  trade  very  successrully,  without  any  exclu- 
sive privilege."— Poget  146,  148,  voi.  S. 

**  it  bankers  are  restrained  from  i9>u<ng  any  circula- 
ting bank  notes,  or  notes  payable  to  the  bearer,  for  lesa 
than  a  certain  sum,  (£5  sterling,)  and  if  thry  are  sub- 
jected to  the  obl'gatiun  of  an  immediate  and  unconditional 
payment  of  such  bank  notes  as  soon  as  presented,  their 
trade  may,  with  safety  to  the  public,  be  rendered,  in  all 
respects,  perfectly  free,  'i'he  late  multiplication  of 
banking  companien,  in  both  pat  ts  uf  the  United  King- 
dom, an  event  by  which  many  people  have  been  much 
alarmed,  iiulead  of  diminishing,  increases  the  security  of 
the  public.  In  general,  if  any  branch  or  any  divinon  of 
labor  be  advaiitHgeoua  to  the  public,  the  freer  and  mure 
general  the  competition,  it  will  always  be  the  more 
u}."—rvL  hpaga  498,  -9. 

This,  s^  Mr.  B.,  is  the  answer  of  Dr.  Smith;  and  if 
it  does  not  constitute  him  a  paper-system  man,  there  is 
certainly  no  virtue  in  language,  and  no  power  in  words, 
lie  is  for  tbe  Bank  of  England,  he  is  for  joint  stock 
banks,  he  is  fur  individual  bankers,  and  he  is  fur  making 
the  banking  trade,  on  condition  of  issuing  no  notes  un- 
der £5,  and  promising  to  pay  them  on  demand,  as  frte 
as  any  other  trade  in  the  country;  and  he  thinks  the 
greater  (he  number  of  banks,  the  greater  tKe  security 
of  the  public.  lie  is  for  a  currency,  four  parts  paper 
and  one  part  gold;  and  he  is  in  favor  of  exporting  every 
four  guineas  out  uf  6ve,  and  ot  supplying  the  place  of 
the  exported  gold  by  p»per  money  issued  by  the  Bank 
of  England,  by  joint  block  companies,  by  individual 
bankers,  and  by  any  person  that  chooses  to  issue  paper, 
and  promises  to  pay  it  on  demand  in  gold,  and  agrees 
not  to  issue  any  note  below  £5.    This  is  his  system;  a 

Super  a;^stem  out  and  out,  and  without  one  mitigating 
eature  in  it  except  the  £5  limit,  which  to  us  looks  like 
a  restriction,  but  was  in  reality  an  enlargement  of  the 
banking  privilege;  for  at  the  time  that  Dr.  Smith 
wrote,  above  6Ily  years  ago,  tbe  Bank  of  England  issued 
no  note  of  less  denomination  than  £10.  I'bis  is  the 
sytsem  of  Dr.  Smith;  a  system  that  has  blown  up  in 
Kngfatnd  three  times  in  twenty-five  years(  which  is  now 
upon  the  eve  of  another  catsslrophe,  and  requiring  and 
receiving  the  interpoution  of  the  British  Government  to 
save  it;  which  is  now  in  all  that  c^eerns  banks  of  ibsue, 
except  the  iitBues  of  the  Bank  of  England,  condemned 
even  by  his  own  political  school  in  Enf;lu»l}  and  which 
system,  bruught  into  our  country  by  General  Hamilton,' 
above  forty  years  ago,  maintaining  a  struggle  with  our 
institutions  ever  since,  it  is  now  proposed  to  fasten  upon 
the  Federal  Government  by  law. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  other  ohieclions  to  the  commit- 
tee's bill.   It  gave  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  in  the 
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first  seOion,  a  boundless  discretion  to  do  what  he 
thought  necesssry  to  effect  the  collection  ot  the  reve- 
nues in  the  currencies  specified  in  the  section;  and  it 
gave  hitn,  in  the  second  section,  a  auperviiory  power 
and  control  over  the  receivability  of  all  local  bank  paper; 
and  it  ^ve  him,  in  the  proviso  to  that  section,  a  power 
to  punish  any  deposite  bank  which  should  refuse  to  re- 
ceive  and  pass  aa  cash,  to  the  credit  uf  the  United  States, 
the  notes  "nceivable"  under  that  act,  and  received  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  its  business,  on  general  deposite. 
This  was  a  power  which  he  did  not  wish  to  ate  any  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  possess.  He  did  not  wish  to  see 
Any  one  vested  wUh  power  to  operate  upon  the  hopes 
and  fears  of  a  thousand  banksi  nor  did  be  wish  to  see  a 
thousand  banks  invested  with  clajm^  and  placed  in  a 
position  to  operate  upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  any  Sec- 
retary. He  did  not  wish  to  see  the  members  of  Con- 
gress, who  possessed  an  interest  or  look  an  interest  in 
local  banks,  marching  in  columns  upon  the  Treasury 
Secretary,  and  soliciting  him  to  admit  the  bianka  wbicti 
Ibey  represented  to  be  admitted  (o  the  favor  of  fumtsh- 
ing  a  national  currency  for  the  Federal  Government. 
Such  things  gave  a  Secretary  too  much  power  over 
banks  and  members,  or  Ibey  might  give  the  banks  and 
the  members  loo  much  power  over  him.  Hr.  D.  was 
the  friend  of  the  new  administration)  bad  assisted  to 
create  it,  and,  of  course,  had  confidence  in  it;  but  lie  ob- 
jected to  vesting  it  with  this  extraordinary  power.  He 
wanted  Uw^  and  not  executive  or  departmental  grace 
ur  discretion,  fur  the  tenure  of  his  rights.  Where'er 
law  could  be  applied,  he  wanted  it  applied.  I'his  was 
a  case  in  which  it  could  be  applied.  It  was  a  case  in 
which  it  was  easy  to  apply  it.  It  was  only  to  let  the  old 
statues,  and  the  constiinlion,  remain  in  force,  and  fol> 
low  out  the  policy  of  President  Jacksun,  and  gold  and 
silver  would  remain  the  sole  currency  for  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  Federal  Government.  Besidefl 
bis  objections  to  the  power  which  this  btll  would  give 
to  the  Secretary,  he  should  be  sorry  penonally  to  see 
any  friend  of  his  subjected  to  the  exercise  of  that  power. 
He  had  seen  Mr.  Crawford  subjected  to  the  exercise  of 
a  small'part  of  it;  and  he  had  seen  him  assailed,  defamed, 
vilified  and  persecuted,  on  accnunt  of  the  manner  in 
uliich  he  had  exercised  (hat  power,  when  he  was  cer- 
tain that  no  man  could  act  with  more  honesty,  impar- 
tiality, and  patriotism,  than  he  had  done. 

Ur.  U.  objected  to  the  bill,  for  want  of  certainty  in 
tlie  kind  of  money  whieli  was  to  be  received  in  the  land 
offices.  The  whule  question  was  left  afloat.  Nothing 
was  fixed;  nothin;;  was  stationary.  What  was  land-uf- 
fice  money  to-day  might  not  be  so  to-morrtiw.  The  or- 
ders for  the  reception  and  rejection  uf  difTrrent  paper, 
or  the  same  paper,  might  vary  from  day  to  day.  A  far- 
mer hears  that  the  notes  of  a  particular  bank  are  receiva- 
blci  he  supplies  himself  with  those  notes,  and  goes  to 
the  office.  When  he  gets  there,  he  may  meet  an  order 
to  exclude  them;  and  then  be  turned  over  to  a  money 
dealer  to  furnish  himself  with  other  nntea,  no  better  than 
those  he  had,  but  at  a  cost  of  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  per 
cent,  to  him  to  effect  the  exchange.  Far  better  would 
it  be  for  the  farmers  and  settlers  tu  have  the  permanen- 
cy and  uniformity  of  gold  and  silver  only  for  tand-uffice 
payments;  then  they  would  always  know  what  they  had 
to  rely  upon,  and  would  be  free  from  disappoinlmenta, 
and  impositions. 

Ur.  B.  further  objected  to  the  receivabilily  of  paper 
nnoney  at  the  land  .oAices,  on  account  nf  the  advantagrs 
which  it  gave  to  bankers  and  their  fiivoriteB  over  the 
rest  of  the  commanity.  To  a  banker,  or  his  favorite,  it 
was  pretty  immaterial  whether  he  gave  a  quire  or  a 
ream— a  handfull,  or  an  armruU— of  his  paper,  for  a 
r" — '  *"*d|  and  whether  this  p«per  wu  speckled 
1  for  five  dullari  or  titty  d(dlars,  or  five 


hundred  di^Iars.  ft  was  all  pretty  much  the  same  thing 
to  him.  To  a  farmer,  however,  who  had  to  give  labor, 
or  produce,  or  property,  for  every  dolUr  heobtained,  it 
wBs  quite  another  affairt  and  it  was  impoaatble  for  bin 
to  stand  the  competition  with  the  man  of  quires^  with 
his  machine  to  impress  letters  and  figures,  for  as  many 
dollars  as  he  pleaaed,  on  the  little  oblong  slips  of  paper 
which  constituted  bank  notes.  It  was  a  shame  m  the 
Government  to  put  the  farmer  in  competiUoa  wltb  such 
wholesale  manufacturers  of  paper  dollars. 

Mr.  B.  further  objected  to  this  bill,  because  its  ten- 
dency was  to  inundate  the  new  States  with  strange  and 
unknown  bank  paper.  In  tbe  new  States  whatever  was 
land-office  money  wu  current  money.  It  was  eurreot. 
not  only  at  the  land  office,  but  in  every  place,  and  all 
over  the  Slate.  It  was  a  Government  endorsement, 
which  gave  credit  to  the  whole  iasue  of  the  bank.  Ta- 
king advantage  of  tbi*,  it  was  quite  usual  for  enterprising 
banks  to  get  their  paper  made  receivable  in  the  land 
offieett  then  go  to  the  new  States,  and  lay  out  immense 
quantities  of  it  in  the  purchase  of  produce,  or  property; 
and  then  leave  it  to  be  shaved  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
people  when  it  ceased  to  be  land-office  money,  or  when 
specie  was  wanted  for  it. 

Finally,  Mr.  B.  objected,  totally,  to  the  idea  of  con- 
tinuing to  receive  paper  money  for  the  dues  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  This  bill  was  intended  to  be  a  per- 
manent lawf  there  was  no  limitation  of  lime  in  it-  It 
was  intended  to  continue  paper  money  forever  as  the 
currency  of  the  Feder.il  Government.  There  was  do 
longer  any  plea  of  necessity  to  justify  such  a  f^rosa  de* 
parttire  from  tbe  constitution.  It  is  not  now  as  it  was  in 
1816,  when  the  joint  resolution  of  that  year  wu  passed. 
Then  there  wu  less  specie  in  tbe  country  than  ever  wu 
known;  now  there  is  more  than  ever  wu  known.  The 
joint  resolution  of  1816  wu  a  great  advance  upon  the 
ekistiiw  state  of  tilings  at  that  time;  the  ume  resolution 
would  be  a  retrograde  movement,  anda  great  falling  back, 
at  the  present  day.  We  have  now  near  eighty  millionB 
of  specie.  The  Secretary  ot  tbe  Treasury  computed  it 
at  seventy-three  millions  two  monlhr  ago,  and  it  has 
been  increanng  ever  unce-  A  New  Orleans  paper  com- 
putes it  at  eighty  millions.  Say  the  amount  it  seventy- 
five  millions;  that  sum  is  far  beyond  any  possible  demand 
that  the  collection  of  the  revenues  in  specie  cnuhl  create. 
On  this  point,  Mr.  B.  spoke  with  data  in  his  hand,  and 
could  demonstrate  and  prove  up  what  he  said.  Ha 
had  two  different  data  to  go  upon,  either  of  which  wouhl 
be  sufficient,  and  both  of  which,  together,  would  be  con- 
clusive. First,  as  to  the  amount  of  money  which  it  re- 
quires to  effect  a  given  amnunt  of  payments  in  transact- 
ing the  business  of  -the  country.  Every  botly  knows 
that  it  does  not  reqttire  an  amount  of  money  equal  to 
the  whole  amount  of  annual  payments,  to  make  thoae 
payments.  This  ihight  be  the  case  if  every  creditor  ate 
all  the  money  which  he  received)  but  u  he  does  not  eat 
it,  but  pays  it  over  to  aomebody  else,  it  follows  that 
the  same  piece  of  money  performs  many  paymenta  in 
the  course  of  the  year;  and,  consequently,  that  a  sum 
far  below  the  amount  of  annual  payments  will  be  cufli- 
cient  to  effect  all  those  payments.  A  proportionate  sup- 
ply, then,  is  all  that  ia  wanted;  and  that  proportion  ia 
fixed  by  political  eeonomiats  at  the  one  tenth.  Thtii, 
annual  payments  to  tlie  amount  of  ten  millioni  nay  be 
effected  by  means  of  one  million;  and  so  on  in  the 
same  proportion,  for  any  amount.  Upon  thia  data  it 
would  require  but  a  small  part  of  our  seventy  odd  mil- 
lions to  effect  all  the  annual  payments  to  the  Federal 
Government.  Then,  try  another  data.  Take  the  expe- 
rience of  the  B^iik  of  the  United  States.  During  the 
time  that  that  bank  was  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment, nothing  wu  received  by  the  Federal  Qovemioent 
but  iu  owa  Qotea  and  silver,  for  there  wu  Aen  no  goU 
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in  circulation.  The  amount  ot  United  Slates  Bank  notes 
ill  circulation,  though  pushed  up  a  few  t'lmea  to  twenty 
otld  miUions,  were  generally  below  twenty)  but  take 
that  Tor  lh«  average,  and  add  the  silver,  which  was  com- 
puted in  1833,  by  the  Senator  from  MaasacbuKlta,  [Hr. 
Wumm,]  in  (he  debate  on  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter,  at  from  twcniy  to  twenty-two  miiriom;  put  these 
two  nima  torether,  and  you  have  about  Forty  milliona,  or 
little  more  than  hair  the  gold  and  ailvf  r  now  in  the  coun- 
try. Here,  again,  the  result  is  satisfactory,  and  shows 
that  we  have  more  than  enough  for  this  purpose.  But 
there  is  still  a  third  way  to  arrive  at  the  same  neault.  It 
ia  by  looking  to  the  actual  amount  that  will  be  required 
for  ihe  great  sources  of  Government  demand — lands, 
cuitoms,  and  Post  Office.  The  land^  whether  sales  are 
restricted  to  settlers,  or  limited  to  hard*money  payments, 
which  would  itself  be  a  restriction  of  salea  to  settlers,  it 
is  certain  not  more  than  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars* 
Worth  would  be  sold;  and,  as  the  Government  would  not 
eat  Ihete  five  or  six  millions,  but  pay  them  back  as  fast 
as  received,  it  would  follow  that  a  part  only  of  it  would 
be  auffident  to  make  the  whole  payment.  Then,  as  to 
Ihe  customs:  they  may  amount  to  about  twenty  millions, 
but  would,  in  reality,  require  but  little  speoiei  for  the 
payments  through  the  customs  are  seklom  made  by 
counting  money,  but  by  a  transfer  of  credit  on  (he  books 
of  a  bank.  An  order  to  pay  the  customs  in  hard  money 
would  make  very  liltle  difierence  in  the  payments  as 
now  made.  This,  every  merchant  and  business  man 
fully  onderriands.  Next,  as  to  the  PoM  Office^  here  the 
receipts  are  upwards  irf'  four  millions  per  annum;  but 
the  Poatmasler  General  does  not  eat  the  money,  but  pays 
it  out  immediately,  and  sends  it  back  Into  the  mass  of 
circulation,  in  payment  for  services  rendered  to  the  De- 
partment by  contractor)',  agents,  deputy  postmasters,^ 
tic.,  who  immediately  disburse  it  among  the  community. 

Finally,  Ur.  B.  had  positive  proof  that,  so  far  as  the 
lands  were  concerned,  and  that  was  the  main  point, 
there  was  specie  enough  to  answer  the  demand,  lie 
would  read  a  leller  from  tbo  chief  clerk  in  t  land  office 
which  is  selling  more  land  than  any  ofBoe  in  the 
Union,  and  which  would  be  conclusive  on  the  wisdom, 
justice,  snd  necessity,  of  the  Tressury  circular.  It 
came  (o  htm  yesterday,  unsolicited  by  him,  snd  was  de- 
livered through  the  hsnds  of  the  Senstor  from  Michigan 
who  sits  farthest  on  the  other  side  of  the  chamber,  [Hr. 
Lto*,]  and  who,  as  well  as  bif  colleague,  [Ur.NokTsu,] 
lie  rejoiced  to  see  in  the  teats  to  which  they  had  been  so 
long  entitled,  and  from  which  they  bad  been  lo  long  de- 
forced. He  rejoiced  that  Hicbigan  was  at  last  releaaed 
from  the  position  of  a  stranger  at  the  gate,  cooling  her 
heels  at  the  door  of  (he  Capitol,  while  she  had  a  right 
to  a  place  within  it.  As  a  Hissourian,  he  could  feel 
keenly  for  her;  fur  il  was  the  fortune  of  Hisiouri  to  have 
to  wail,  and  cool  her  heels,  in  the  same  manner,  for  a 
whole  winter,  before  she  could  be  admitted.  Mr.  B.  : 
then  read  the  following  extract  from  the  letteri 

[IXTBICT.] 

I  am  chief  clerk  in  the  land  office  at  Kalamazoo, 
where  land,  during  the  year  1836,  has  been  sold  to  the 
amoofit  of  ^,050,000,  being  one  tenth  of  the  aggregate 
sales  of  all  the  land  offices  in  the  United  8UteB— sixty- 
four,  I  believe,  in  number.  The  great  buiiness  done  at 
this  office  has  afforded  signal  opportunities  for  observa- 
tion as  to  the  expediency  and  consequences  of  (he  Treas- 
ury circulsr.  We  are  all  convinced  of  the  wisdom  of 
the  measure,  and  tt  is  but  just  that  we  should  endeavor 
to  saslain  its  propriety  by  our  testimony. 

*'  The  public  landi  were  fast  falling  into  the  hands  of 
speculating  bankers.    We  have  seen  a  presitfent  of  one 
of  the  banks  in  Massachusetts  visit  Kalamazoo  with  blank 
ootea  in  the  sbcett  and  wc  Ikave  seen  tlwt  same  prendent 
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Isy  his  monopolizing  grasp  on  miles  of  Ihe  public  do- 
main, for  which  those  blanks,  filled  up  at  his  leisure, 
were  taken  at  equivalent.  This  instance  was  merely 
e  pbtribuM.  This  wholesale  ipeculation  has  been  estop- 
ped by  the  specie  circular.  The  land  is  sought  after 
with  the  same  avidity  since  as  before  the  issue  of  that  or- 
der, but  by  a  very  different  set  of  purehaiera.  The  ac- 
tual cultivators  of  the  soil  sre  now  selecting  farms,  which, 
BO  soon  as  entered,  ihey  begin  to  clear,  fence,  and  im- 
prove. 1  sm  writing  this  on  the  10th  of  January,  1837; 
and,  al  this  very  time,  (he  office  is  thronged  with  hard- 
banded  yeomen  from  the  fur  East,  who  have  come  to  settle 
amongst  us  in  the  far  West.  Nine  tenths  of  the  lots  now 
entered  are  for  those  who  intend  to  work  them;  and  the 
'  accustomed*  facea  of  land  speculators,  which  imntinusll^ 
haunted  the  office,  have  vanislied.  it  ia  not  my  btiai- 
neas,  when  so  many  sagacious  statesmen  are  cogitating 
it,  to  offer  any  opinion  as  to  the  const ilulionality  or  un- 
constitutionality  of  the  specie  circular,  hut  I  merely  ven- 
ture to  set  forth  its  oonsequenees^  as  daily  exhibited  to 
our  eyes, 

"Risistkb's  Orricz, 

Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  Jan.  10,  1837. 

Mr.  B.  said  this  tetter  had  been  written  nearly  a  month 
after  the  order  had  gone  into  effect  for  the  totalr exclu- 
sion of  paper  money  from  the  land  offices.  It  annihila- 
ted ail  the  speeches  sgainst  that  order,  made  and  lo  be 
made  on  this  floor.  It  vindicated  the  Treuury  order  in 
all  its  practical  bearingi^  and  under  all  its  practical  aa- 
peels.  lie  wished  to  have  had  answers  from  all  the  land 
offices  on  these  points;  and  the  Senate,  at  his  motion* 
had  instructed  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  ad- 
dress to  them  the  proper  interrogatories.  The  commit- 
tee chose  to  report  a  bill  without  seeking  the  informa- 
tion. They  did  more;  they  chose  to  send  t»a  commit- 
tee, of  which  he  was  a  member,  the  same  motion  for  in- 
terrogatories^ after  ihey  had  reported.  This  miirttt  look 
like  a  good  joke.  It  was  like  saying,  **  We  will  report 
the  bill,  and  pass  it,  and  he  may  carry  on  the  examina- 
tions afterwards;"  a  tort  of  of  ex  pott  fado  or  pott  moriem 
examination  not  common  in  legislation.  Very  well,  said 
Mr.  B.  The  examinations  will  go  on;  and  although  the 
proofs  will  not  be  here  in  time  to  prevent  the  paasage 
of  this  bill,  yet  they  msy  come  in  time  lo  convince  the 
country  that  it  ought  never  to  have  been  passed!  Hr. 
B.  returned  to  the  amount  of  specie  In  the  country,  and 
its  sufficiency  to  meet  the  coneotiona  of  the  Federal 
Government.  He  said  it  was  more  than  sufficient,  far 
more.  Put  all  the  collections  together,  lands,  customs, 
and  Po%t  Office,  and  the  whole  will  not  amount  to  one 
half  of  the  specie  in  the  country.  Where,  then,  is  the 
pretext  for  saying  there  is  not  specie  enough  for  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  Federal  Government  F 
The  bcris  that  this  GovemmeDt  will  not  require  enough 
to  exercise  a  sufficient  influence  overtbe  moneyed 
tem  of  Ihe  Union.  Auxiliary  means,  as  the  supDressum 
of  notes  under  twenty  dollars  tlirough  the  deposite 
bank*,  a  supervision  over  the  amount  of  their  specie, 
and  prompt  settlements  with  all  the  hanka  whose  note* 
they  take,  will  have  to  be  resorted  to.  The  fedcnl 
collections  alone  will  not  be  sufficient!  and  in  thia  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Ciat]  was  perfectly  right, 
a  few  days  ago,  when  be  took  this  very  point  as  an  ob> 
jeclion  to  the  ability  of  the  Federal  Government  to  reg- 
ulate the  currency  through  its  collections  of  revenue. 
He  was  right  in  the  objection,  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  wlio 
made  il  before  him,  was  right  in  the  same  objection! 
Specie  collections  alone  will  not  be  sufficient;  but  tbey 
v/iWdo  a  great  deal  towards  it,  and,  with  the  aid  of  auxiu- 
ary  measures,  will  accompliiri)  it.  Let  it  not  he  forgot- 
ten that  the  whole  skill  and  the  whole  power  of  tha 
Bank  of  the  United  Slate^  in  Iter  boaated  icrvioei  of 
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regutating  the  local  banks,  were  titnilrd  to  two  simple 
•nd  obvious  mrastin ■§ ;  first,  to  receive  the  notes  of  no 
bank  in  payment  of  rederal  dues,  unlpss  it  was  situated 
in  the  same  town  or  cily  wtiich  contained  lier  bronchi 
Kcond,  to  return  the  noles  of  all  the  local  banks  which 
■he  recelted,  for  immediste  leltleinent  and  payinent. 
Thif  it  what  the  Sank  of  the  United  Stales  did.  Let  ut 
also  exclude  local  paper,  require  prompt  settlements 
between  our  deposite  banks  and  other  bankx,  enfurce 
the  provision  in  the  deposite  act,  wliich  is  t  tiupervision 
over  the  amount  of  specie  in  llie  deposite  banks*  and 
suppress  notes  under  twenty  dollars. 

Mr.  B.  said  now  was  the  time  for  the  Government  to 
act  as  the  Senator  from  MasHacliusetis  [Mr.  Webstir] 
urged  it  to  act  in  1816.  This  was  hia  language  at  that 
time: 

'*  If  Congress  were  to  pass  furty  statutes  on  the  ■ub' 
jecl,  he  said,  they  would  not  make  the  law  more  con- 
clusive than  it  now  was,  that  notliing  should  be  received 
in  payment  of  duiies  to  the  GoTcrnment  but  specie;  and 
yet  no  regard  was  paid  to  the  imperative  injuncliona  of 
the  law  in  this  respect.  The  whole  atrengtli  of  the 
Government,  he  was  of  opinion,  ought  to  be  put  forth 
to  campet  the  payment  of  the  duties  and  taxes  to  tlfe 
Oovemmetit  In  the  legal  currency  of  the  country.*' 

Mr.  B.  was  free  to  declare  that  he  concurred  fully  in 
the  sentiments  jnat  quoted,  that  forty  statutes  could  not 
make  the  law  in  favor  of  specie  payments  stronger  than 
it  was,  and  that  the  whole  power  of  the  Government 
otight  to  be  exerted,  to  compel  the  collection  of  the  rev- 
enues in  the  cunatitutional  currency.  The  commence- 
ment of  operations  by  the  three  new  branch  mints  was 
the  latest  moment,  in  his  opinion,  at  which  universal  hard- 
money  payments  to  and  from  the  Federal  Government 
ought  to  ^  delayed.  He  concurred  tn  the  aeniimrnta 
quoted,  and  would  now  quote  other  sentiments  delivered 
by  the  same  gentleman,  at  Ihe  aame  time,  and,  without 
fully  concnrring  in  them,  he  would  claim  the  advantage 
of  them  on  tbia  occasion,  when  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
bill  before  as,  and  especially  the  proviso,  goes  to  change 
thia  Federal  Government  from  a  hard-money  to  a  paper- 
noney  GovernmenS  and  to  surrender  the  federal  Treas- 
ury to  the  gt-neral  reception  of  State  and  local  bank  noten. 

"Congreascan  alone  coin  money;  Congress  can  alone 
fix  the  value  of  foreign  coins.  No  State  can  coin  mo- 
neyt  no  State  can  fix  the  value  of  foreign  coin»i  no 
State,  not  even  Congress  itself,  can  make  any  thing  a 
tender  but  gold  and  silver  in  the  payment  of  debt^t 
State  can  emit  bills  of  credit.  The  excltisive  power  of 
regulating  the  metallic  curreney  of  the  country  would 
■eem  to  implyi  or,  more  properly,  to  include,  as  part  of 
itself,  a  power  lo  decide  how  far  that  currency  should 
be  exclusive,  how  far  any  substitute  aliuuld  interfere 
with  it,  and  what  that  substitute  should  be.  The  gene- 
rality and  extent  of  the  power  granted  to  Congress,  and 
the  clear  and  well-deflned  prohibitions  on  the  States, 
leave  little  doubt  of  an  intent  to  rescue  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  currency  from  the  hands  of  local  legislation,  and 
to  confer  it  on  the  General  Government.  But,  notwith- 
atandingttiis  spparent  purpose  in  the  constitution,  the 
truth  is  that  the  currency  of  the  country  is  now,  to  a 
very  great  extent,  practically  and  effectually,  under  the 
control  of  the  several  State  Governments;  if  it  be  not 
more  correct  to  say  that  it  is  under  the  control  of  the 
banking  institutions  created  by  the  Slates)  for  the  States 
■eem  nrst  to  have  taken  possession  of  the  power,  and 
then  tp  have  delegated  it.  Whether  Ihe  Slates  can  con- 
■titutionally  exercise  this  power,  or  delegate  it  lo  others, 
is  a  point  which  I  do  not  in(en<1,  at  present,  either  to 
concede  or  to  argue.  It  is  mnch  to  be  hoped  that  no 
controversy  on  the  point  msy  ever  become  necessary." 

Mr*  B.  quoted  these  sentiments  for  the  purpose  of  in- 

>tnf  the  aid  of  their  author  in  reacuingihe  currency  of 


the  federal  constitution  from  the  control  which  this  bill, 
and  especially  the  proviso  to  the  second  section,  gives 
to  the  banking  institutions  of  (he  several  Stales  over  it| 
a  control  which  Will  enable  them  to  expel  that  currency 
fi'um  the  country,  and  lo  enthrone  their  own  in  its  place. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  bill,  though  in  its  lermaa  general 
measure,  and  professmg  to  act  only  on  coming  events, 
yel  wan,  in  reality,  a  measure  rescinding  the  Treasury 
order  of  July  laitf  and,  as  such,  was  greeted  and  aahited 
by  the  frienila  of  the  recision  on  this  floor.  They  open- 
ly celebrate  the  advent  of  the  bill  as  the  triumph  of  their 
movement,  and  announce  its  passage  asu  welcome  victo- 
ry. This  may  be.  They  may  carry  the  bill,  but  Ihey 
cannot  carry  the  argument.  They  may  rescind  the  or* 
der,  but  they  cannot  verify  Mr.  Riddle's  prediction  of 
the  distress  it  was  lo  create,  nor  invalidate  Preaident 
Jackson's  statement  of  the  good  it  had  produced.  In 
the  month  of  November,  Mr.  Brddle  predicted  a  world 
of  wo— all  to  take  pUce  by  the  lime  that  Congress  met, 
and  all  to  result  from  the  Treasui^  order,  and  the  man- 
ner of  executing  the  deposite  act — "intense  pecuniary 
distress;  derangement  of  exchange?-;  loss  of  confidence; 
destruction  of  the  public  prosperity;  scarcity  of  money; 
fall  of  prices;  ruin  of  the  curreneyi"  and  he  averred 
that  the  instant  repeal  of  the  Treaskiry  order,  under  the 
command  of  Congress,  if  the  Secretary  would  not  <3o  it 
voluntarily,  would  restore  confi'lence  in  twenly-fuur 
hour?,  and  put  en  end  to  all  this  mass  of  wo  in  twenty- 
four  days.  On  the  other  hand,  the  President  informed 
us,  in  his  annual  message,  that  the'same  Treasury  order 
had  produced  many  salutary  conaeqitences.  He  asys  it 
has  checked  the  career  of  the  Western  banks,  and  given 
them  additional  strength  to  meet  approaching  difficul- 
ties; that  it  has  cut  ofi*  the  means  of  speculation  in  the 
public  lan-'Sf  that  it  haa  saved  the  new  States  from  the 
evils  of  a  non-resident  proprietorship;  that  it  haa  kept 
open  the  public  lands  to  the  entry  of  cultivatora,  and 
saved  them  from  competition  with  those  who  are  favored 
with  bank  faciliiies;  that  it  has  caused  gold  and  silver  to 
(low  into  the  new  Slates,  and  placed  the  business  of  the 
whole  country  on  a  safer  and  more  solid  basts.  This  is 
the  representation  of  the  president;  and  which  is  tbe 
(rue  picture?  his  statement,  or  Mr.  Biddlc'a  prediction' 
Snri'ly  the  stale  of  the  country  will  answer  the  queation! 
Certainly  the  personal  knowledge  of  every  individual 
will  enuble  him  to  answer  it!  The  whole  prediction  fur 
the  panic  and  pressure  has  failed!  the  edict  for  the  dis- 
tress has  failed!  It  was  to  no  purpose  that  the  diatrcsi 
was  commenced  at  several  plaeeai  that  many  preaws 
and  several  speakers  on  this  floor,  announeed  ami  pro- 
claimed it.  The  seventy  odd  millions  of  hard  money 
which  had  been  brought  into  the  country  was  death  to 
the  operation;  and,  after  a  few  v»in  t- fforts  to  renew  the 
scenes  of  1833,  af^er  a  few  abortive  demonstrations  lo 
alarm  the  public,  the  whole  contrivance  was  abandoned, 
or,  rather,  the  performance  was  postponed!  for  it  is  nev 
er  to  be  forgotten  that  panic  and  pressure  is  part  of  the 
permanent  system  of  the  denationalized  national  bank, 
and  will  be  brought  to  bear,  whenever  opportunity  will 
permit,  until  it  shall  be  proved  lo  the  people  that  they 
cannot  live  without  a  national  bank.  Tb»-edict  for  the 
distress,  then,  has  faileil;  and  the  failure  of  that  scheme 
is  itself  Ihe  proof  of  ihe  truth  of  President  Jackson's 
statement  of  the  good  efTecIs  of  the  order.  That  order 
has  been  attended  by  every  good  effect  which  he  has 
mentioned,  and  Ihia  ia  universally  known  in  the  Wes*, 
and  is  proved  negatively  by  the  total  absence  of  all  com- 
plaint from  that  quarter.  Nobody  in  the  new  States 
complains  to  US|  no  one  in  (he  new  States  sends  here  to 
demand  the  recision  of  Ihe  order.  That  demand  comes 
from  Philadelphia,  where  there  ere  no  public  lands; 
from  Kentucky,  where  there  are  none;  from  Ohio, 
whefe  there  are  next  to  nonc]  and  from  members  on 
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thii  Boor,  who  are  backed  by  no  memorials  front  home- 
The  letter  from  tlic  clerk  in  tlie  land  office  at  Kalamia- 
zoo  euvera  tlie  whole  ground,  and  proves  the  wisdom, 
the  beneficence,  and  the  neceuity,  of  that  order.  The 
diminution  of  the  sales  aHer  tlie  issuinfr  the  order  is 
»  farther  proof  lo  the  same  t  fleet.  Before  the  sale?, 
that  i«  lo  say,  in  the  months  of  Hay  and  June,  two 
monUu  ia  which  tbe  amotint  of  salea  should  have  been 
IcMt,  tbey  ftmounted  lo  the  sum  of  six  roiUiona  and  a 
quarter;  the  months  of  Octttber  and  November,  the  two 
months  in  which  the  sales  should  have  been  greatest, 
the  amtiunt  was  three  milliona  one  hundred  thousand. 
The  month  of  December,  though  the  returns  are  not 
coiDple'e,  shows  a  still  further  decllnet  and  if  gentlemen 
bad  patience  to  wait  for  tbe  returns  of  January,  the  first 
montb  in  which  the  order  bad  full  effect,  they  would, 
no  doubi,  6nd  it  brin|pine  down  the  sales  to  a  moderate 
amount,  and  efieeting  a  diminution  of  income,  from  that 
source  of  revenue,  to  as  small  a  degree  as  could  be  de- 
sired, and  in  a  manner  the  mnat  simple,  the  most  regu- 
lar, the  most  eflTectusI,  and  the  must  Bitisfactory  that  can 
be  devised  by  the  wit  of  man. 

Cvery  gowl  consequence  stated  by  the  President  had 
resulted  from  the  operation  of  the  orderj  and  tbe  evi- 
dence of  this  was  too  public  and  notoriout  to  require 
illustration,  or  to  admit  of  enumeration.  But  there  was 
one  point  of  his  iiatement  which  was  an  exception  to 
this  remark,  and  on  which  it  would  be  profitable  to  j^o 
into  some  detaili  for  it  concerned  not  only  the  lands,  but 
tbe  far  more  important  subj<ct  of  (he  currency  itself; 
he  alluded  to  that  part  of  the  Presidenl'd  message  in 
which  he  stated  thai  this  order  hud  cliecked  the  career 
of  the  Western  banks,  and  compelled  them  lo  atrengtlien 
themselves  aninit  the  revulsions  consequent  upon  every 
rxpan«on  of  the  bank  issues.  This  was  true  to  a  degree 
of  which  no  one  had  a  conception  but  those  who  had 
access  lo  a  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  all  the  hanks, 
and  who  av«Iled  themselrea  of  that  right  of  access  to 
examine  into  the  condition  of  these  banks,  and  to  com- 
pare that  condition  «ith  the  approved  principles  of  what 
is  considered  safe  and  suund  banking. 

Mr.  B.  mid  that,  among  those  things  which  were  con- 
iidered  as  settled  in  tbe  science  and  mystery  of  bsnking, 
there  was  one  principle  which  required  the  immeiliale 
means  of  the  bank  to  bear  a  certain  proportion  to  its 
immediate  liabilitiesi  below  which  proportion  it  was  not 
bafe  for  the  bank  to  descend.  Tbe  immediate  means  of 
the  bank  are  its  specie  on  liand^  its  immediate  liabilities 
are  the  circulstion  and  (lie  depoaiteif  and  the  propor- 
tion which  these  ought  to  bear  to  each  other  hu  been 
fixed,  at  tbe  Bai>k  of  Ei-gland,  after  an  experience  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  years,  at  the  one  third.  Mr.  B. 
deemed  the  verification  of  this  principle  so  material  that 
it  dnerved  to  be  proved  as  well  as  stated.  He  would 
tl>erefore  produce  the  sworn  testimony  on  (his  point 
taken  before  Lord  Allhorp's  committee  in  1833,  and 
stiould  confine  himself  to  the  evidence  of  the  ^vernor 
of  the  bink  and  one  of  its  directors.  The  testimony  of 
Mr.  Horslry  Palmer,  the  governor  of  the  bank,  is  this: 
■*  The  average  proportion,  ai  already  observed,  of  coin 
and  bullion  which  the  bank  thinks  it  prudent  to  keep  on 
hand,  is  at  the  rate  of  a  third  of  the  total  amount  of  all 
her  liabiliiiev,  including  depositea  as  well  as  issues." 
Mr.  George  Ward  Nueman,  a  director  of  the  batik, 
stales  (he  same  thing  in  a  dtfiercnt  form  uf  words.  He 
says:  "For  a  full  state  of  ihe  circulation  and  ihede- 
poKtev,  sav  twenty-one  millions  of  note*  and  MX  miHiont 
of  depoaites,  making  in  the  whole  Iwenly-seven  millions 
of  liabiUties,  the  proper  sum  in  coin  and  bullion  for  the 
bank  to  retain  is  nine  millions."  Thus,  the  average 
proportion  of  one  third  between  (be  specie  on  hand  and 
(he  circulation  and  depositee,  must  be  considered  as  an 
estaUi^d  principle  at  that  bank,  wbicb  i>  quite  tbe 


largest,  and  amingst  the  oldest  in  the  world.  It  ndghfc 
be  well  also  to  remark  that  the  same  proportion,  very 
nearly,  prevailed  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at 
the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  depositea  in  October, 
1833;  it  van,  of  specie  on  haqd,  f 10,663,441;  of  circu- 
lation and  depoaites,  $37,103,465;  being  at  the  rate  of 
between  one  third  and  one  fuurtli  of  apecie  in  hand  for 
immediate  liabilities.  The  proportion  of  about  one  third 
being  then  established  as  the  principle  of  safety  in  bank* 
ing,  let  us  apply  that  principle  to  some  of  our  Western 
deposite  banks  in  July  last,  to  see  what  wu  their  con- 
dition at  that  time;  and  in  November,  to  see  whether 
that  condilion  was  improved,  as  stated  by  the  Freudent. 

Bratuk  of  the  ^aU  Bank  of  Jilabama,  at  Mobile. 

Specie.  Circulation  and  dspoeiies. 

July.  927S,761        -  f4,9M.2lO 

November.    -  283,915        -  4,343,680 

Commercial  Brink  of  Ntw  Orleani. 
July,  -         #207,698        -  #3,306.105 

November,    -  389, 193        •  3,770,435 

Jgrieultural  Bank  of  SBtsiaaijipi. 
July,  #107.051        -  13,476^000 

November,    -  463.896        -  3,753,000 

Oiiion  Bank  of  Thineuee  and  branehea. 
July,  -  #87.106        -  #3,530.000 

NuvemSer.    -  .121,054        -  3,106,000 

FrankHn  Bank  of  CindnntUi. 
July.  #179,558        -  #1,637,000 

November,    -  246.570        -  1,372,000 

Bank  of  Midugan,  at  Detroit. 
July,  -  #78,214        -  #3.461,000 

November.    •  336,635        .  3^6,000 

Farmen  and  Meekaniea'  Bank,  Miekigan. 
July.  -  #67,184        -  #1.954,000 

November,    -  69,954        -  713,000 

Mr.  B.  said  such  was  the  condition  of  aome  of  the 
Western  deposite  banks  in  July  Uat,  and  such  their  con> 
ditioQ  in  Novembert  very  far  below  the  Bank  of  Eng< 
land  standard  at  both  prriud.s  but  greatly  improved  by 
the  operalion  of  the  specie  order,  and  doubtless  much 
more  improved  by  its  continued  operalion  to  this  time. 
There  were  many  others  of  these  banks  also  Tailing  far 
below  the  Bank  of  England  slsndard  in  July  and  No- 
vember, and  siill  below' it,  Mr.  B.  was  ready  to  admit, 
what  every  buaincas  man  must  understand,  that  all  these 
banks  have  a  list  of  debts,  and  of  bills  of  exchange,  fall- 
ing due  from  day  to  day,  and  amounting  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  more  than  all  (heir  liabilitiest  out  be  must  be 
permitted  to  remark,  that  the  Bank  of  Gngland  also  has 
her  list  of  debtors,  and  that  nearly  the  whole  of  these 
debtors  are  in  the  city  of  London,  within  thirty  minutes' 
run  uf  the  bank;  that  she  is  situated  in  the  moneyed 
metropolis  of  ihe  universe;  that  she  ia  supported  by  the 
richest  and  most  numerous  body  of  merchants  upon  the 
earth,  and  backed  by  tbe  whole  power  of  the  British 
Government,  which  stands  her  aecurlly  for  seventy  mil- 
liona of  dollars,  and  lends  her  exchequer  bills  to  thq 
amount  of  millions,  and  increases  their  interest  to  faciU* 
late  (heir  sale  when  necessary;  and  that,  with  all  these 
reEuurces,  anch  as  no  bank  in  our  America  can  pretei\d 
to,  she  yet  deems  it  necessary  to  have  always  on  band, 
in  coin  and  bullion,  tbe  one  third  of  the  amount  of  her 
circulatiun  and  depositei.  Wha*.  then,  must  be  thought 
of  the  condition  of  some  of  the  banks  referred  to,  and 
others  which  might  be  referred  to,  in  July  but?  Inatead 
of  one  third  spcxie  in  hand  to  meet  their  immediate  lia- 
bilities,  the  actuiil  puiportion  in  hand  was  Ihe  one 
twentieth,  ihe:  one  tliirlielhi  the  one  fortieth,  and  the 
one  fifiieUi!  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  beyj^Kl  all  humao  doubt. 
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that  if  the  Treaaury  oriler  h»d  not  been  iuued,  that  llie 
Weitern  deponte  bsnks  would  have  exploded  in  ihe 
course  or  the  lut  fttll,  and  that  we  should  now  have  been 
silting  here  amidst  Ihe  wrecks  of  the  paper  aystem. 
That  order  prevented  this  catastrophe;  and  it  ia  pre- 
cisely because  it  did  prevent  it,  that  it  has  excited  the 
rafre  of  Hr.  Biddle,  and  of  the  whole  political  parly  im- 
bodied  under  the  oriJJamme  of  the  denationalized  na- 
tional bank.  It  balked  their  present  hopes  of  reascen- 
mon  to  power  throu|[h  the  ruin  of  (he  finances;  and  in 
tlieir  nge  for  this  diaappointmenl,  they  denounce  the 
Prutdentfora  violation  of  the  laws  and  constitution; 
they  charge  him  with  ruining  the  country;  they  attempt 
a  new  panic  and  pressure;  and  tbey  call  upon  Congress 
to  repeal  the  order. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  curious,  and  at  the  same  time  in- 
structive, to  observe  the  chanf^  which  had  come  over 
the  whole  United  States  Bank  party  in  apeskingr  of  the 
local  bank^  and  especially  of  the  depoiite  banks.  At 
the  veto  session  of  1833,  they  were  considered  unfit  to 
be  tmatcd  with  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys,  nr  to 
fumtdi  any  currency;  at  the  panic  session  of  1833-'34, 
they  were  stigmatized  witb  every  opprobrious  epithet, 
and  all  the  public  money  was  given  up  as  lost  that  ever 
entered  their  Taulls;  now,  at  the  expunging  session,  all 
this  ia  changed,  and  nothing  so  kind  and  coaxing  as  the 
manner  in  which  these  former  scomers  now  speak  of 
the  Ute  despised  pets.  They  absolutely  seem  to  love 
them!  and  this  great  change,  now  observable  to  all  on 
this  floor,  seems  to  have  taken  its  fctart  in  that  famous 
Philadelphia  letter,  of  which  repeated  mention  has  so 
frequently  been  made.  This  ts  the  part  of  the  letter 
which  gives  the  signal  for  this  new  change: 

"The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  not  ceased  to 
exist  moWt  than  seven  months,  and  already  the  whole 
currency  and  exchanges  are  running  into  inextricable 
confbsion,  and  the  indastry  of  the  country  is  burdened 
with  extravagant  charges  on  all  the  commercisl  inter- 
course  of  the  Union.  And  now,  when  these  banks  have 
been  created  by  (he  Executive,  and  urged  into  these 
excesses,  instead  of  gentle  and  gradual  remedies,  a 
fierce  crusade  is  raised  against  them,  the  funds  are 
harshly  and  suddenly  taken  from  them,  and  ihey  are 
forced  to  extraordinary  means  of  defence  against  the 
Tery  power  which  brought  them  into  being.  They  re- 
ceived, and  were  expected  to  receive,  in  payment  for 
the  Government,  the  notes  of  each  other  and  the-notes 
of  other  banks,  and  the  facility  with  which  they  did  so 
was  a  ground  of  special  eommendiition  by  the  Govern- 
ment) and  now  that  Government  has  let  loose  upon  them 
a  demand  for  specie  to  the  whole  amount  of  these  notes. 
1  go  fiirther.  There  is  an  outcry  abroad,  raised  by  fac- 
tion, and  echoed  by  folly,  against  the  banks  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Until  it  was  disturbed  by  the  Gorernment, 
the  banking  system  of  the  United  States  was  at  least  as 
good  as  that  of  any  other  commercial  country.  What 
was  denred  for  its  perfection  was  precisely  what  1  have 
to  long  striven  to  accomplish — ^to  Widen  the  metallic 
basis  of  the  currency  by  a  greater  infuaion  of  coin  into 
the  smaller  ehanneb  of  circulation.  I'hia  was  in  a 
gradual  and  judiciom  train  of  accomplishment.  But 
this  miaerable  foolery  about  an  exclusively  metallic 
currency  is  quite  as  absurd  as  to  discard  the  steamboats, 
and  go  back  to  poling  up  the  Hissisaippi." 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  views  and  sentiments  disclosed  in 
this  extract  were  of  great  moment,  and  ought  to  be  care- 
fully corandered  by  alt  whose  duty  it  is,  nere  or  else- 
where, to  legidate,  or  to  act,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
currency.  The  design  is  here  disclosed  to  stir  op  the 
local  banki  ^inst  the  Federal  Government,  to  make 
•IKanee  with  them,  and  to  force  the  Government  to  re- 
e^ve  tbeir  paper  in  payment  of  all  federal  rlues.  This 
ii  tbaderig^  ducloaedi  and  with  what  mo-ire^  CerUtnly 


to  ruin  the  finances  of  the  Federal  GovemmenI'  Cer- 
tainly to  compel  the  administrations  of  General  J  *ckson 
and  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  repeat  the  fatal  error  of  Mr.  Mad- 
ison's administration,  that  of  undertaking  to  make  ana- 
tional  currency  out  of  local  bank  notes.  Warned  by 
that  fatal  error  of  those  who  put  down  the  first  national 
bank,  those  who  put  down  the  second  one  determined  to 
avoid  it,  and  for  that  purpose  to  re-eatablish  for  lbe 
Federal  Government  the  currency  of  the  constitution. 
When  this  design  was  announced,  our  opponenU  treated 
it  with  derision.  They  said  it  could  not  be  done;  that  a  ^ 
gold  and  silver  ctirrency  could  not  be  revived.  They 
ridiculed  the  attempt;  but  what  ia  the  answer  which 
four  years  has  given  to  their  ridicule?  It  is  the  actual 
revival  of  the  gold  currency,  of  which  near  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  are  now  in  the  cotintrj';  it  is  in  the  actual 
increase  of  our  specie  from  twenty  or  twenty-t  wo  mil- 
lions, as  computed  by  the  prerident  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  himself  when  the  charter  for  that  malitu- 
tion  was  applied  for  in  1832,  to  near  eighty  m>1iion*, 
which  It  is  now  known  to  be.    The  experiment  of  get- 


ting  the  gold  and  silver  into  the  country  has  succeeded; 
ridicule  has  failed  of  its  office.    The  gold  and  silver  is 
here,  enough,  and  more  than  ennngh,  to  make  all  the 
payments  to  and  from  the  Federal  Government.  Ridi- 
cule will  no  longer  answer;  stronger  measures  must  be 
resorted  to,  and  legislation  has  become  indispensable  to 
the  overthrow  of  the  constitutional  currency.    To  pre- 
vent the  specie  in  the  country  fmm  being  used,  is  now 
the  design;  and,  to  accomplish  that  purpose,  tt  becomes 
necessary  to  force  the  local  paper  of  the  States  upon  the 
Federal  Government.    The  passage  of  this  bill  »  indis- 
pensable to  the  suceesa  of  Mr.  Biddle's  dengn,  diseloaed 
in  the  letter  from  which  an  extract  had  been  read.  He 
wants  the  question  made  between  a  national  currency  of 
United  States  Bank  notes,  and  a  national  currency  of 
local  bank  notes.    He  knows  that  between  these  two 
the  United  Slates  Bank  notes  will  prevail;  that  they  will 
conquer,  that  they  will  whip,  yes,  whip  like  a  dog, 
your  national  cuirency  of  local  bank  notes.    We,  on  the 
other  hand,  want  the  question  mfde  between  psper  and 
gold,  knowing  that  the  country  will  sustain  gold  against 
paper;  and  these  are  the  questions  which  are  now  to  be 
decided  fay  this  bill.    This  bill  will  make  the  question  in 
the  form  wislied  by  Ihe  friends  of  Ihe  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  will  insure  them  the  triumph  to 
which  they  look  for  the  re-eatablisliment  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales  and  restoration  of  its  political  friends 
to  power.    Mr.  B.  appealed  to  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  to  rise  above  Ihe  character  of  partisans, 
and  to  act  as  patriola  on  this  oceanon.    He  and  they 
had  always  agreed  In  condemning  local  bank  n(rtea  as  a 
national  currency;  and  why  not  agree  together  in  their 
votes  now  in  rejecting  them.    He  knew  that,  as  a  parly, 
their  interest  led  them  to  the  support  of  this  bill;  as 
patriots,  and  according  to  their  declared  principle*, 
their  duty  led  them  to  oppose  it.    He  beaeeched  them 
to  follow  up  their  principM^  to  often  dechred  on  this 
floor,  and  to  reject  the  bill  which  elevated  into*  national 
currency  the  kind  of  paper  which  they  have  so  lung, 
so  pubKcly,  and,  in  his  opinion,  so  justly  condemned. 
He  besdtight  and  obtested  them  to  join  him,  but,  he 
feared,  in  vain.    There  is  an  ominous  silence  in  their 
ranks  upon  the  condition  of  our  deposite  banks.    At  tlie 
last  session,  when  that  condition  was  so  much  better  than 
at  this,  there  was  a  pen>etual  assault  upon  them.  Then, 
when  the  average  proportion  'of  specie  to  their  circula- 
tion and  deporites  was  as  one  to  seven  or  eight*  then  this 
proportion  was  constantly  pointed  out;  now,  when  it  ia 
so  much  greater,  not  a  word  is  said;  now,  when  the 
President  has  attempted  to  improve  their  condition,  he 
is  assailed  aa  he  was  at  the  panic  session,  and  as  great 
efibrU  made  to  compel  the  rcpeaiji^  the  Treuury  order 

Digitized  by  LjOOg IC 


601 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS 


602 


JtiM.  37. 183?'.]  TVaimry  Cireubr.  [8»ji-nt. 


u  there  tbeo  w*s  to  compel  the  reitorttion  of  the  depoi- 
ilcfl.  Mr.  B.  sud  the  objection  to  the  ioiidequuy  or  the 
specie  MippHes  in  the  oeposiie  banks  wis  no  new  ob- 
jection with  him.  He  had  made  it  at  the  laat  aeuion. 
and,  with  the  leave  of  the  Senate,  would  rerer  to  some 
paataf^s  on  this  point  in  the  speech  which  he  then  made 
in  opposition  to  the  deposite  bill — that  bill  apiinst  which 
it  was  his  pride  to  speak  and  lo  vote,  though  he  spvke 
And  voted  in  a  small  minority  of  some  hair  dosen  Sena- 
tvrt.  The  following  are  the  puiaffea  referred  lo: 
**  The  other  part  of  the  deposite  bill  proper,  to  which 

I  object,  is  the  want  of  a  clause  reqitirinfr  the  deposite 
banka  to  keep  on  hand  a  certain  amount  of  apceie,  bear- 
ing tome  reasonable,  average,  fixed  proportion  lo  their 
immediate  liabilities.  The  bill  was  drawn  with  such  a 
cteusei  but  it  was  the  wilt  of  the  maiority  to  strike  it 
out,  and  lo  substitute  (he  discretion  ot  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Treatory  for  the  time  being  for  the  proposed  legal 
enacUneiit.  The  proportion  of  specie  on  hand,  in  the 
Mveral  deposite  banks,  is  now  to  be  whatever  may  be 
satisractory  to  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury. 
To  this  1  objectt  becauiie,  without  reference  to  the  opin- 
ions  of  any  Secretary,  [  hold  it  lo  be  a  case  in  which  the 
inSezible  rule  of  law,  and  not  the  variable  dictate  of  in. 
dividual  discretion,  should  prevail.  It  concerns  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  and  law  rilould  govern  the  currency. 

II  ii  a  case  in  which  discretion  n  subordinate  to  systems, 
as  well  as  to  personal  temperament.  A  hard-money 
Secretary  would  require  a  heavy  proportion  of  speciet 
a  paper«ystem  Secretary  would  be  content  with  a  very 
light  proportion.  Besides,  some  of  the  deposite  banks 
need  rrgtilalion  upon  this  point  at  present.  Some  of 
them  are  far  in  arrear  of  what  would  he  deemed  a  safe 
propwlion  of  ipecie,  and  threatening  the  Treasury  with 
another  edition  of  *  unavailable  funds.'  As  a  whole, 
Uiry  are  ftr  behind  the  point  of  specie  responsibility  at 
which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  stood  at  the  time  of 
t)ie  removal  of  the  deposites,  though  some  are  up  to  thkt 
mark,  or  above  it;  but,  as  a  whole,  (and  it  is  in  that 
point  of  view  that  the  public  is  concerned,)  Ihry  are 
far  behind  it.  On  the  lal  day  of  October,  183S,  when 
the  deposites  were  removed,  the  immediate  liabilities  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  in  public  and  private  depostin, 
and  in  Its  chwilatmn,  was  #37,105,465,  and  the  specie 
on  band  was  f  10,663,441i  being  at  the  rate  of  more  than 
fme  to  four. 

**  At  the  close  of  the  last  month,  which  is  the  date  of  the 
latest  returns  of  the  deposite  banks,  their  immediate  lia- 
bilities in  the  same  items — public  and  private  depodtes, 
and  circulation— was  184.401.880,  and  the  gold  and 
silver  on  hand  was  110,302,245;  being  at  the  rate  of  less 
than  one  to  eight.  This  certainly  is  a  progress  in  the 
wrong  direction  for  us,  who  have  undertaken  to  strength- 
en the  gdd  and  silver  fcHindatinm  of  the  currency.  It 
is  travelling  on  the  wrong  end  of  the  road,  and  that 
ralber  fast.  The  rejection  from  the  bill  of  (he  clause 
which  was  intended  lo  hold  the  deposite  banks  up  lo  the 

ftossession  of  a  certain  fixed  proportion  of  specie  looks 
ike  an  abaDdonment  of  oqr  hard-money  profeasions,  and 
a  rebpung  letidency  Into  tbe  wide  and  bottomless  ocean 
paper.  It  is  certainly  a  great  decline  from  the  doc- 
trines of  Preddent  Jackson's  message  of  December 
last— those  doctrines  which  were  then  bailed  with  ap- 
probation by  an  immense  majority  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, and  received  as  landmarks  in  the  whole  democraUc 
camp,  and  in  which  Ihe  President  expressly  treated  the 
regulation  of  the  deposites  as  the  regulation  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  looked  to  the  increased  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  the  suppression  of  all  bank  notes  under 
twentv  dollars,  as  two  of  the  great  reauhs  which  were  to 
flow  from  the  connexion  of  the  federal  Treasury  with 
the  local  banks,  and  tbe  consequent  influence  of  tbe 
Gorernment  over  the  currency.   Hear  hia  wordst 


•  • '  Connected  with  the  condition  ofthe  ff  nances  and  tbe 
flourishing  state  of  the  country  in  all  its  branches  of  in- 
dustry, it  is  pleasing  to  witness  the  advantages  which 
have  already  been  derived  frnm  tt^  recent  laws  regula- 
Isting  the  value  of  the  gold  coinage.  These  advantages 
will  be  more  apparent  in  the  course  ofthe  next  year, 
when  the  branch  mints  authorized  to  be  established  in 
North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Louisiana,  shall  have  gone 
into  operation.  Aided,  as  it  is  hoped  they  will  be,  by 
further  reforms  in  tbe  bankii^  systemsof  the  States,  and 
1^  judiciouf  regulations  on  the  part  of  Congress,  in  re> 
lation  to  the  custody  of  Ihe  public  moneys,  it  may  be 
confidently  anticipated  that  the  use  of  gold  and  silver 
as  a  circulating  medium  will  become  general  in  the 
ordinary  transactions  connected  with  the  labor  of  the 
country.  The  great  desideratum  in  modern  limes  is  an 
efBcient  check  upon  Ihe  power  of  the  bankn,  preventing 
that  excessive  issue  of  paper  whence  arise  those  fluctua- 
tions in  the  standard  of  value  which  render  uncertain  the 
rewards  of  labor.*  «  *  •  'tthaa  been  seen  that,  wilb> 
out  the  sgency  of  a  great  moneyed  monopoly,  the  reve- 
nue can  be  collected  and  conveniently  and  safely  applied 
to  all  the  purposes  of  the  public  expenditure.  It  is  also 
ascertained  that  instead  of  being  necessarily  made  to  pro- 
mote tbe  evils  of  an  unchecked  paper  system,  the  man- 
agement of  the  revenue  can  be  iiiade  auxiliary  to  the  re- 
form which  the  Legislatures  of  sevend  of  the  States  bava 
already  commenced  in  regard  to  the  suppression  of  small 
bills  and  which  has  only  to  be  fostered  by  proper  regula- 
tions on  Ihe  part  of  Congress  to  secure  apraelical  return, 
lothe  extent  required  for  the  seeurily  of  tbe  currency,  to 
the  constiiutional  medium.' 

"  '  The  collection  and  custody  being  a  source  of  credit 
to  them,  will  increase  the  security  which  the  Stales  pro- 
vide for  a  faithful  execution  of  their  trusts,  Jiy  multiply- 
ing the  scrutinies  to  which  their  operations  aiid  accounts 
will  be  subjected.  Thus  disposed,  as  well  from  interest 
.  as  the  obligations  of  their  charters,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
,  that  such  conditions  as  Congren  ma^  see  fit  to  adopt  re- 
specting the  deposites  in  these  institutions,  with  a  view 
to  the  gradual  disuse  of  the  small  bills,  will  be  cheerfully 
complied  with)  and  that  we  shall  soon  gain,  in  place  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  practical  reform  of  the 
whole  paper  sj  stem  of  the  country.  If  by  this  policy  we 
can  ultimately  witness  Ihe  suppresrion  of  all  bank  bills 
below  twenty  dollars,  it  is  spparent  that  gold  and  silver 
will  lake  their  place,  and  become  the  principal  circula* 
ting  medium  in  the  common  bunness  of  the  country. 
The  attainment  of  such  a  result  will  form  an  era  in  the 
history  of  our  country,  which  will  be  dwelt  upon  with 
delight  by  every  true  friend  of  its  liberty  sml  independ- 
ence. It  will  lighten  the  great  lax  which  our  paper  sys- 
tem bos  so  long  collected  ^om  the  earnings  of  labor* 
and  do  more  to  revive  and  perpetuate  tliMe  habits  of 
economy  and  simplicity,  which  are  so  congenial  to  Ihe 
character  of  republicans,  than  all  the  legldation  which 
has  yet  been  attempted.' 

"The  rejection  of  the  clause  referred  In,  conltnu  d 
Mr.  B.,  haa  lost  the  advantages  so  eonfidently  looked  to 
by  the  Prendent  In  this  wise  and  patriotic  message. 
Nothing  ii  done  in  this  deposite  bill  to  fulfil  bis  enlight- 
ened and  noble  viewsi  nothing  to  enlarge  and  exlertd  tbe 
specie  basisi  nothing  lo  promote  the  difiuaion  ot  goldi 
nothing  to  effect  Ihe  suppression  of  notes  under  twenty 
dollarti  nothing  to  check  the  paper  systemi  nothing  to 
regulate  the  currencyt  on  the  contrary,  we  havea  virtual 
abandonment  nf  all  control  over  the  moneyed  system,  and 
a  virtual  surrender  of  the  constiluiinnal  power  and  the 
constitutional  duty  of  Congress  over  Ihe  currency  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
private  and  interested  arrangements  of  the  deposite 
banks." 

Mr.  B.  said  these  were  bis  MBtiments  d^ivcred  eight 
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montliB  Kgo,  and  all  aubaequent  eventa  confirmed  him  in 
their  correotneaaf  Sooae  of  our  dqiotite  banks  have  got 
into  Txr  worse  condition  ainee  that  timc|  many  of  theio 
were  runninf;  a  wild  and  mad  career,  when  the  Treasury 
circular  checked  their  course.  There  are  many  whoie 
cimdition  is  good,  having  a  large  amount  of  apeciei 
severat  above  half  a  miHiun{  Eome  above  a  million;  one  a 
million  and  a  half.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  aome 
whose  specie  demonitration  makes,  indeed,  a  sorry 
figure)  there  were  above  a  doxen  of  them  wbosetpecie, 
even  in  November,  ranged  downwafda  through  a  regular 
and  gradual  descent,  from  the  amall  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  to  the  far  smaller  sum  of  two  thousand 
,  five  hundred  and  ninely<aiz  dollars  and  ninety<two  cents! 
'Itie  Treasury  order  was  intended  to  improve  this  con- 
dition of  things,  and  has  improved  them;  and  if  let  alone, 
or,  still  better,  if  specie  payments  are  made  universal  in 
all  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, they  will  go  on  to  improve,  and  may^  be  able 
to  ride  out  thie  storm  which  every  discerning  mind  moat 
see  ahead. 

Mr.  11.  thought  not  only  the  condition  of  many  of  the 
deposiie  banks  needed  improvement,  but  that  the  deposite 
act  itself  needed  amendment.  He  was  for  limiting  the 
(leposites  to  banks  of  strenf^th  and  characterj  such  as 
kept,  at  least,  average  supplies  of  a  quarter  of  a  million 
of  ipeciej  he  was  for  prescribing  the  cunclitions proposed 
by  the  President  of  the  Manhattan  Bank,  for  the  sup- 
pression of  notes  under  twenty  dollarsi  be  waa  in  favor 
of  fixing  the  proportion  between  their  specie  on  hand 
and  their  liabilities  in  circulation  and  deposites,  and 
fixing  it  at  the  proportion  required  at  the  Bank  of 
Kngland{  he  was  for  requiring  from  them  weekly  settle- 
menif<,  Bt  least,  with  all  the  banks  whose  paper  they  re- 
ceived, and  tlie  prompt  liquidatiun  of  all  balances  in 
specie,  anifa  part  payment  of  all  demands  in  gold.  In 
return  for  these  requisitions,  he  would  be  willing  to  be 
as  liberal  as  the  publio  interest  wuu'd  admit)  and  to  remit 
the  interest  whicb  w««  now  exacted  on  deposites. 

Mr.  B.  said  k  queation  bad  been  raised  on  this  fluor 
as  to  the  honor  of  originating  the  first  movements  agsinst 
the  small-note  currencyi  nnd  the  Senator  from  Kentuc- 
ky [Mr.  Clat]  who  had  moved  thiit  question  here,  had 
cUimeil  it  for  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
WEnsTZKt]  and  thia  was  in  conformity  to  Mr.  Kiddie's 
letter  of  November  last,  wlio  claimed  the  aame  honor 
fur  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  and  Its  friends.  Mr. 
U.  should  never  have  ihought  it  worth  the  time  of  the 
Senate  to  ex^iminc  into  the  paternity  of  this  little  hoiiorj 
he  had  not,  in  hia  furm^  speech,  slopped  the  current 
of  deb;iie  to  examine  into  the  justice  of  the  same  claim, 
asset  up  by  the  President  of  the  Dank  of  the  United 
States;  but  since  the  quesdou  had  been  raised  on  this 
floor,  it  might  be  as  well  to  devote  a  moment  to  the  set- 
tlement of  tlieafidlr,  according  to  the  xi^Ux  of  the  case 
and  tlic  evidence  of  the  record.  Suum  euique  IribuUo — 
\vt  every  one  have  bis  own — was  a  fair  maxim  at  all 
times,  and  might  find  a  fair  occasion  for  its  application 
at  the  present  lime.  He  remembered  the  v  hole  history 
of  the  movements  against  the  small-note  currency,  and 
■n  looking  over  the  journals  of  the  Senate  and  the  Re- 
gister of  Debates,  he  found  his  recollection  confirmed 
■n  every  particular.  The  first  speech  made  in  the  Sen- 
ate upuii  the  subject  was  made  by  himself;  it  was  on  the 
30th  of  January,  1832,  and  on  his  resolution  to  suppress 
the  iuue  of  the  branch  bank  drafts  issued  by  tlm  branches 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates.  An.ung  other  ub- 
jections  to  those  drafts  were  these :  that  they  were  mmtly 
^iitsued  fur  small  8umi<,  five  and  ten  dollars,  and  thus 
usurped  the  place  of  gold  and  silver,  which  was  carried 
nff  fHim  the  Slates  to  Philadelphia,  and  thence  exported 
countries;  and  alas  that  they  filled  the  country 
-q-feitBi  tbe  five  and  ten  dollar  drafts  being 


those  which  offered  the  greatest  inducemdnts  fur  coun- 
terfeiting. The  next  ^tech  upon  the  subject  waa  by 
the  Senator  from  Maasacbusetts,  [Mr.  Wkbstm,]  on  the 
24th  of  May  of  the  same  )ear,  (1833,)  on  the  bill  to  rechar- 
ter  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  Stales,  in  which  he  spoke  at 
large,  and  much  to  the  ftrstifi cation  of  him,  (Mr.  B.,} 
against  the  evils  of  a  smell-note  currency,  and  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  suppressing  it,  in  order  to  increase  the  amount 
of  the  specie  circulntion.  So  much  for  speeches:  now 
for  mntions. '  Giles  St  Seaton's  Begiater  for  the  session 
183t-'2  shows  that  on  Saturday,  the  26th  of  May,  of 
that  aession,  Mr.  Bxstob  (then  opposing  the  rccbarter 
of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  Statea)  read  fourteen  amend- 
ments at  one  time,  the  thirteenth  of  which  ran  in  these 
words:  *'Td  issue  no  note  of  a  less  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars,  nor  to  receive  or  pay  out  a  State  bank 
note  of  less  amount!"  11ie  same  Register  ahowa  that 
(wo  days  thereafter,  namely,  on  Monday,  the  28ih  of  the 
same  month  of  Hay,  the  Senator  from  Hassachusetta 
[Mr.  WsBaTia]  moved  two  amendmenU  to  the  bill  rc- 
charterlng  the  bank,  the  aecond  of'  which  was  in  these 
words:  •<  That  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the  bank,  after 
the  4th  of  March,  1836,  to  issue  any  notes  of  a  Icis  de- 
nomination than  — ■■■  -  dollars." 
I'be  Register  then  goes  on: 

*'  Mr.  Webster  said  a  few  words  in  defence  of  bis  second 
amendment,  which  imposed  no  restriction  until  after  the 
expiration  of  tbe  present  charter.  The  effect  of  bii 
proposition  would  be  to  introduce  more  spede  into  ar- 
oulalton,  and  to  banish  the  amall  ribteiv  with  wbieb  tbe 
country  is  inundated.  He  moved  to  fill  tbe  blank  witb 
ten  dollarsi  but  expressed  his  willingness  to  vote  for  a 
higher  restriction,  if  any  Senator  should  mo\e  it. 

"  Mr.  Benton  would  propose  twenty  dollars,  lie 
wished  tbe  baits  of  circulation  throughout  the  country  to 
be  in  hard  money.  Farmers,  laborers,  and  market  peo- 
ple, ought  to  receive  their  paymenu  in  hard  money. 
They  ought  not  to  be  put  to  tbe  risk  of  receiving  bank 
notes  In  all  their  small  dealinga.  They  are  no  judges  of 
good  or  bad  notes.  Counterfeits  are  sure  to  fall  upon 
their  hands]  and  the  whole  business  of  counterfeiting 
was  mainly  directed  to  such  notes  as  they  handle — those 
under  twenty  dollars." 

Mr.  B.  said  tbe  Rt-giiter  further  ahowed  that  Heasrs. 
Foot,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Clay,  and  Chambers,  expresr 
sed  their  sentiments  on  the  proposition,  and  against  thai 
twenty-dollar  limiti  but  that,  on  taking  the  queation,  tht 
blank  was  filled  with  twenty  dollars,  and  tlie  anveDdmeDi 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  thus 
shaped,  was  concurred  ir.  Mr.  B.  said  it  wasapparent, 
from  this  history  of  tbe  first  attempt  made  in  the  Senate 
to  introduce  the  twenty-dollar  limit  on  the  minimum  is- 
sues of  banks  that  he  himself  was  the  mover  of  it;  but 
he  was  free  to  lay  that,  without  the  aid  of  tbe  Senator 
from  Hassachukeltii,  [Mr.  WaaaTsa,]  the  limit  would 
not  have  been  introduced.  He  remembered  the  gmtlc- 
man*K  speec'i  very  well,  and  his  quotation  TrtHn  Mr. 
Canning,  and  could  repeat  the  whole  now  from  memory; 
much  more  fully  and  correctly  than  he  now  found  it  in 
the  Register.  So  far  so  good,  said  Mr.  B.  Tbe  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  and  the  Senator  from  Maa<acbusetta 
were  for  once  found  together  in  a  vote  which  concerned 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statei;  but  Ihey  did  not  long  re- 
main together!  It  was  in  quasi  committee  that  tbe 
twenty-dollar' limit  wu  proposed  and  adopted.  When 
the  amendment  came  tu  be  considered  in  the  Senate, 
tbe  Senator  from  Massachusetts  dissented!  and  the  pro- 
hibition to  issue  notes  below  twenty  dollars  waa  diluted 
into  an  authority,  reaerved  by  Congres)',  to  impose  a  re- 
striction to  that  effect,  after  the  3il  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  1836!  and  thus  it  now  sUnds  on  tlie  journal  uf  tbe 
Senate,  in  the  bill  of  reeharter  vetoed  by  tbe  Prerideoi! 
The  RStrictiiHi  voted  on  tbe  38tb  of  May  wai^  a  kw 
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d»jr*  thereaRer,  metaiPorphoMd  into  a  reMrntion  of  ku- 
thority  to  impoi e  a  future  restriction — a  change  wliich 
Mr.  B.  coniideredaa  defeat  anit  mockery — fur  he  knew 
full  well  that  wherever  a  bank  was  strong  enough  before- 
hand to  prevent  a  limitation  upon  its  issues  from  being 
prescribed  as  a  condition,  it  will  be  sure  to  be  strong 
enough,  after  It  gets  the  charter,  to  prereot  the  same 
limHation  from  b«ng  inpoted  as  %  restriction. 

Mr.  B.  had  Uiu«  corrected  the  error  of  the  Senator 
rrom  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cut,]  in  claiming  the  paternity 
ofthefirat  movement  for  lite  twenty-dollar  limit  on  the 
floor.  In  the  correction  ofthat  error,  he  had  to  exhibit 
himself  at  the  author  of  the  movemenlt  but  he  attached 
but  little  consequence  to  priority  of  movement  on  such 
B  flubjec',  or  on  any  subject.  It  was  the  gin  of  continu- 
ance which  he  valued.  It  was  the  faculty  of  holding  on 
wrliieb  he  loved.  It  was  the  Cynegirat  stick-to-it  which 
he  admiredi  that  ricking  to  it  which  lays  hold  with  the 
right  hand,  and  »hen  that  is  cut  oflT,  laya  hold  with  the 
Itrftt  and  when  that  is  cut  off,  laya  hold  with  the  teeth, 
and  hangs  on  by  the  teeth  until  the  bead  is  cut  off. 
This  is  what  he  called  the  gift  of  continuance,  and  which 
he  valued  above  alJ  gifts.  The  Senator  from  Massachu- 
•etis  [Mr.  Wib^teb]  did  not  aeem  to  have  been  endow- 
ed with  this  gift  in  reapeet  to  this  twenty-dollar  limit. 
Hia  speech,  indeed,  was  goodf  hia  first  vote  was  goodi 
but  bis  second  was  bad,  for  it  nullified  the  first;  and  hia 
speech  bad  never  been  backed  by  another.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  (Mr.  B.)  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  he 
had  himscir  ahown  a  linle  of  the  Cynegiraa  blood  in  re- 
lation to  this  limit.  He  brgan  it  five  years  ago,  and  bad 
been  sticking  to  it  ever  since.  In  Congreis  and  out  of 
Congreas,  in  season  and  out  of  leainn,  he  had  been  still 
har,:;ng  upon  these  small  notes.  Not  to  worry  the  Sen- 
ate with  trdioui  recilalg,  and  yet  to  vindicate  his  adhe- 
sion, and  to  m  ike  good,  at  leaa',  a  continued  claim  to 
this  work,  he  would  refer  to  a  few  of  the  evidences 
which  attea'ed  the  fidelity  nf  his  exertions.to  accomplish 
this  object.  Mr.  B.  then  read  from  the  Senate  Journal, 
as  follows: 

*' Wednesday,  April9, 18^4,  the  following  motion,  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Benton,  was  conaidered: 

**  Retokted,  That  a  commitlre  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Mouse  of  Represent  at ives, 
to  comider  and  report  to  the  Senate  and  to  llie  fliwse, 
respectively*  what  alterations,  if  any,  are  necea^ry  to  be 
made  I 

*•  I.  In  the  value  of  the  gold  coined  at  the  mini  of  the 
United  States,  so  as  to  check  the  exportation  of  that  coin, 
and  to  restore  It  to  circ\iIalion  in  the  United  Slates. 

**  3.  In  the  laws  relalive'to  fiireign  coins,  so  aa  to  restore 
the  gold  and  lilver  coin  of  foreign  nations  t'l  their  former 
circulation  within  the  United  States. 

**3.  In  the  joint  resolution  of  1A16,  (forthe  bettereot- 
lectton  of  the  revenues,)  ao,  as  to  exclude  all  bank  notes 
under  twenty  dollars  from  revenue  payments  after  a  giv- 
en period,  and  lo  make  the  revenue  system  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  inatrumental  in  the  gradual  suppression  of  the 
amall-note  circulation,  artd  the  introduction  of  gold  and 
lilver  for  the  common  currency  of  the  country. 

"  On  motion  of  Ur.  King  of  Alabama, 

"  Ordtredt  That  the  said  resolution  be  laid  on  the 
table  " 

Mr.  B.  also  read  Iromthe  journal  of  theaame  session 
a  resohilion  aubmiiled  by  him,  as  followai  "That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  rcquraled  to  cauae  In- 
qutriea  to  be  made  of  the  drposite  banks,  and  of  other 
hanks  of  good  credit,  to  ascertain  when  any  of  aatd 
banks,  in  consideration  of  being  made  or  continued  de- 
powtories  of  tlie  public  money,  will  agree  to  enter  into 
arrangemeiila  to  disenntinue  the  use  and  circulation  of 
all  paper  currency  of  lest  denomination  than  twenty  dol- 


larsi  and,  also,  to  promote  the  drcalatiM  of  mid,  by 
paying  all  the  currency  issued  by  it  in  gold  and  silvert 
the  proportion  of  each  at  present  according  to  the  best 
ability  of  the  bank,  and  eventually  one  half  of  each,  the 
demander  to  have  the  option  of  one  half  of  eiiher  metal, 
and  the  bank  the  other  half."  Laid  on  the  table,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Hangum. 

He  alao  read  from  Ihejoumalof  theaenion  of  1835-'6 
a  set  of  instructions  for  amending  the  charters  fur  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  which  the  fourth 
instruction  was  this:  "The  banks  to  issue  no  notes  of 
leas  denomination  than  twenty  dollarst  and  all  notes  be- 
low that  denomination,  issued  by  other  banks,  to  be  pro. 
hibited  from  circulation  within  tim  Diatricl}"  which  was 
rejected  by  the  Senate — 10  yeas,  28  naya.  He  also  re- 
ferred to  ihe  twenty-dollar  limit  on  paymenta  from  the 
Government,  which  he  moved  at  the  laat  session,  and 
which,  in  a  modified  form,  was  adoptedt  and  he  referred 
lo  a  bill  which  he  had  introduced  at  the  lust  session  of 
Congress,  "  to  re-eatablish  the  currency  of  the  constitu- 
tion for  lite  Federal  Governmeitlt"  and  alluded  to  hia 
constant  efforts  to  hmit,  reslraiii,  and  circumscribe,  the 
circle  of  paper  circulation,  and  to  extend  and  increase 
that  of  the  gold  and  silver  circulation. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  were  many  other  motiona  on  the 
Journala  to  the  same  effectt  but  he  would  not  consume 
time  in  reading  them.  Much  less  would  he  read  from 
hia  speeches,  running  through  a  period  of  fire  year!^ 
and  dwelling  so  much  on  thrs  psriicular  point.  He 
would  only  refer  to  one  of  thtse  speeches,  ihe  one  on 
the  District  bank*,  of  the  last  cession,  in  wliich  the  rea- 
sons for  suppressing  the  small-note  currency  were  large- 
ly gone  into.  Me  would  read  a  paragraph  only,  to  ^ow 
the  beads  of  the  argument  which  he  then  uiedt 

'*  Mr.  B.  said  that  the  proposed  limit  of  twenty  dullara 
for  the  minimum  aiae  uf  bank  notes  waa  not  an  arbitra- 
ry aasomption,  ur  a  fanciful  designation,  but  was  a  limit 
ascertained  hy  experience,  and  proven  by  results,  lo  be 
the  lowest  Ihitt  would  suffice  to  accompIiHh  the  ends  in- 
tended. These  ends  are:  X.  To  re-establish  Ihe  gold 
curreiicyi  3.  To  make  gold  and  silver  the  common  cur- 
rency for  all  tite  small  dealinga  of  the  country;  3,  To  ex> 
tend  and  enlarge  the  specie  basis  of  the  pt>per  circula- 
tion} 4.  To  save  the  laboring  and  amall  dealing  pari  of 
the  community  from  the  effects  of  contractions  and  ex- 
pansions from  bank  ianues;  5.  To  save  them  from  the 
impositions  of  counterfeiters,  from  losses  when  banka 
fail,  and  from  bearing  the  whul^  burden  of  the  wear  end 
tear  of  smitll  iiotest  6.  To  save  'hard  money  enough  in 
the  country  to  make  it  safe  to  have  auch  paper  currency 
aa  eomiBeree  and  large  dealinga  may  require.  These 
are  the  objecta  to  be  aceomplidied,  and  ksa  than  twenty 
dollars  will  have  no  adequate  effect;  far  better  would  be 
the  limit  of  9100,  as  it  ia  nearly  in  France,  and  where 
that  limit  insures  a  circulation  of  nine  tenths  gold  and 
silver,  and  one  tenth  papert  namely,  upwards  of  five 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  of  one,  and  fifty  millions  of 
the  other.*' 

From  this  brief  but  authentic  history  of  llie  m')ve- 
menta  in  this  chamber  against  the  smslfnote  currency, 
Mr.  B.  said  it  would  he  seen  how  fallaeioui  was  the 
claim  set  up  by  Mr.  Uiddle,  in  his  panic  letter  of  Novem- 
ber last,  to  the  honor  of  commencing  these  movements. 
So  far  from  it,  it  waa  now  established  that  it  was  iLe 
conduct  of  Ihe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  delugiitg 
the  country  with  a  amall-note  currency,  and  eviscerating 
the  Statrs  of  their  ipeeir,  and  exporting  it  to  Kurope,  thot 
caused  him  to  move  first  upon  the  aiibjictt  and  that  llikt 
movement,  afler  being  apparently  acquiesced  m  by  the 
bank,  to  aid  in  getting  the  renewed  charter,  was  defeat- 
ed and  made  ridiculous  by  being  diluted  into  a  reserved 
authority  lo  do  afterwards  what  the  bank  would  not  per- 
mit-to be  done  then.   Mr.  B.  averred  that.it  was  the 
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conduct  or  the  Bank  of  the  IFnited  Slatei  in  inundating- 
the  Statu  with  Binall  trash,  in  the  ihape  of  branch  draris, 
that  first  put  him  upon  the  idea  or  suppressing  small 
notes.  11  fhow«d  him  the  evils  of  that  circulation,  and 
aabiequent  inquiries  proved  its  extent.    Subsequent  in* 

Juirie*  showed  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  ab- 
ucted  about  forty-lwo  milliooa  of  specie  from  the  States 
and  exported  it  to  foreign  countries,  leavine  in  the  whole 
Uiuon,  at  the  time  of  the  application  for  a  rccharter, 
in  1833,  no  more  than  twenty  or  twenty-tvo  millions  of 
specie.  This  was  her  conduct;  and  what  has  been  the 
conduct  of  Prendeot  Jackson's  administration?  U  has 
been  toincreaae  that  twenty  millions,  in  about  four  years* 
to  about  eighty  millionst  and  to  do  this  against  the  con- 
stant and  strenuous  opposition  of  the  Bank  of  (he  United 
States  and  all  its  friends.  After  this,  whst  a  power  of 
face  it  requires  in  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni. 
ted  States  to  claim  for  that  institution,  and  its  friends, 
the  honor  of  fighting  down  small  note^,  and  fighting  up 
gold  and  silverf  Dut  why  go  back  to  past  events?  The 
present  are  sufficient.  Did  not  that  bank  obtain  from 
Pennqrlvanla  a  chuter  to  Issne  notea  below  twenty  dot* 
lars>  namely;  nolea  of  ten  doilarif  And  does  the  not 
daily  and  openly  violate  even  this  limitation  by  issuing 
notes  and  drafts  of  five  dollars' 

Mr.  B.  bad  felt  himself  forced  into  this  episode  upon 
the  suppresaion  of  the  small-n()le  currency.  It  wa«  the 
first  time  that  he  had  troubled  the  Senate  with  a  detail 
personal  to  himself,  and  hoped  it  would  be  the  last. 
The  suppression  of  small  nolea,  though  a  novelty  here, 
u  an  old  operation  elsewhere.  In  France*  where  paper 
money  during  the  revdution  was  reduced  to  its  small- 
est denominations,  even  to  ten  sous,  he  believed,  all 
bad  been  suppressed,  aa  hr  back  as  the  consulship  of 
Bonaparte,  under  five  hundred  francs.  In  lingland, 
where  one  and  two  pound  notes  prevailed  for  above 
twenty  years,  a  general  suppression  took  place  years 
ago.  About  (he  year  1819  was  the  commencement  of 
the  great  movement  in  B-  gland.  It  was  then  Ur.  Can- 
ning cited  the  letter  which  Mr.  Burke  had  written  to 
him  twenty  yeara  before,  and  from  bit  deathbed.  It  was 
then  also  he  delivered  that  sentiment,  which  was  among 
the  few  which  ever  produced,  in  the  British  House  of 
Commons,  an  expression  of  applause  in  (he  gsllcriei;  an 
applause  which  was  elicited,  nut  by  (he  thtalrieal  exhi- 
bition of  the  orator,  but  by  the  sentiment  of  the  statei- 
mant  and  which  was  followed  by  a  national  effect  all 
over  the  British  empire.  It  was  (hat  sentiment  In  which 
Mr.  Canning  hoped  iK^t  the  day  was  at  hand  when  ev- 
ery laborer,  returning  from  his  work  at  the  end  of  the 
week,  would  feel  the  weight  and  hear  the  jingle  of  his 
wages  in  bis  breeches  pockrt)  and  it  was  this  sentiment, 
taken  up  by  the  body  of  the  people,  and  acted  upon 
by  them,  which  led  to  the  immediate  suppression  of 
the  one  and  two  pound  notes  in  aeveral  parts  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  their  eventual  suppreawon  all  over  the 
empire. 

Mr.  B.  wished  to  point  out  to  the  Senate  the  great 
similitude  which  existed  between  the  present  state  of 
things  In  our  country,  and  (hat  which  exiated  about 
twenty  years  ago.  I'here  was  instruction  to  be  derived 
from  the  retrospect,  and  he  would  use  the  highest  au- 
thority for  (he  fidelity  of  the  picture  which  he  proposed 
to  recall.  He  would  have  recourse  t»  the  highest  offi- 
cial paper*— the  menages  of  Pre«dents  to  Congrestt 
and  would  read  the  parti  which  were  applicable  to  hit 
purpose.    He  read: 

Extract  from  Preudent  Jfinfison's  annual  meuffge  ai  the 
vueiing  of  CmgniMt  Me  Jirtt  MHub^  of  Jkeember, 
1816. 

"  It  has  been  estimated  that,  during  the  year  1816, 
the  actual  receipts  of  revenue  at  the  Treasury,  including 


the  balance  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  ex- 
cluding the  proceeds  of  loans  and  Treasury  notes,  will 
amount  to  about  the  mm  of  #47,000,000;  that  during 
the  same  year,  the  aetud  payments  at  tbe  Tnaniry,  in- 
cluding the  payment  of  the  arrearages  of  the  War  De- 
partment, as  well  as  the  payment  of  a  coosldenble  ex- 
cess beyond  the  annual  appropriations,  will  amount  to 
about  the  sum  of  $38,000,000;  and  that,  oonaequently, 
at  the  dose  of  the  year,  there  will  be  a  surplus  in  the 
Treasury  of  about  #9,000,000." 

Exlrael  from  PraidetU  ikmoe^a  annual  matage,  tkt  Jirtt 
Monday  of  December,  1817. 
*'  A  considerable  and  rapid  augmentation  in  the  value 
of  all  the  public  lands,  proceeding  from  these  and  other 
obvious  causes,  may,  benceforwaird,  be  expected.    *  * 

*  *  The  public  lands  are  a  public  stock,  which  ought 
to  be  disposed  of  to  the  best  advantve  for  the  nation. 
The  nation  ihould,  therefore,  derive  the  profit  from  the 
continual  rise  in  their  valu^." 

Extract  from  President  Monroe't  anntuA  meiaage,  the 
third  Monday  in  Noeembtr,  1818. 

"The  aale  of  the  public  lands  during  the  yeir  hss 
also  greatly  exceeded,  bott]  in  quantity  and  price,  thtt 
of  any  former  year)  and  there  is  just  reason  to  expect  a 
progressive  Improvement  in  tbst  source  of  revenue." 

This  ia  the  picture  for  1816-'17-^18;  and  a  glowing 
one  H  is.  The  Treasury  full  and  overflowings  forty- 
seven  millions  of  revenue  in  one  year;  thirty  eight  mil- 
Itons  paid  out;  nine  millions  of  lurplti*  on  hin^;  public 
lands  selling  with  unprecedented  rapidity;  the  salei  for 
1818  being  seventeen  millions  of  dullarst  which,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population,  were  Urger  sales  Uian  those 
of  the  last  year,  wtien  twenty-five  millions  were  re  ceived. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  1818,  this  gorgeous  picture  uf 
prosperity  still  augmenting,  and  (he  President  so  elated 
wiih  the  prospect  of  Income  fron  the  lands,  that  he  ad- 
vises their  price  to  be  raised  from  two  dollars  per  acre, 
which  was  then  the  minimum,  to  a  sum  nut  stated  in  his 
message,  but  undtratood  tu  be  five  dulUr$;  and  con- 
cludes with  expressing  his  opinion  that  there  was  juit 
reason  for  expecting  a  progressive  improvement  in  the 
sales  of  these  lands.  Nuw,  said  Hr.  B.,  let  ua  resume 
our  readings,  and  see  what  manner  of  picture  ia  present- 
ed by  the  same  President  in  the  ensuing  messages.  He 
read: 

Kiarad  from  Frendent  Monro^a  annual  mmoff  at  the 
mtetiag  of  Congre$$,  Deeember,  1819. 
"  Although  the  pecuniary  embarrassmenia  which  af- 
fected various  parts  of  the  Union,  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  preceding  year,  have,  during  tho  present,  been 
Considerably  augmented,  and  still  continue  to  exist,  (he 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  to  the  30th  of  September 
last  have  amounted  to  tl9,OOU,000.  •  *  The  cauKS 
which  have  tended  to  diminish  the  public  reeeipu 
oouhl  not  btl  to  have  a  corresponding  effect  upon  the 
revenue  which  has  accrued  upon  impuita  and  tonnsKc 
during  the  first  three  quarters  of  tlie  present  year.  * 

*  *  The  ffreat  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  principal 
articles  of  domestic  grow'h,  which  has  occurred  during 
the  present  year,  and  the  consequent  fall  in  the  price  of 
labor,  apparently  so  favorable  to  the  success  of  domes- 
tic manufactures;  have  not  shielded  them  against  other 
causes  adverse  to  their  prosperity.  Tbe  pecuniary  em- 
barraismenti  which  have  so  deeply  affected  the  commer- 
cial interesta  of  the  nation  have  been  no  less  adverse  to 
our  manufacturing  establishments  in  several  sections  of 
the  Union.  Tbe  great  reduction  of  the  currency,  which 
tbe  banks  have  been  constrained  to  make  in  order  to 
continue  specie  payments,  and  the,  vitiated  character  of 
it  where  such  reductions  have  not  been  attempted,  in- 
stead of  placing  within  the  reach  of  these  eatablishmcats 
the  pecuniary  aid  necessary  to  avail  tbemaelres  of  tbe 
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ftdnntage*  renlitn;  from  the  reduction  in  tbe  prieet  of 
tbe  rav  Ruteriata  Bnd  kboF.  have  compelled  tbe  banka 
to  withdraw  rFon  them  •  portion  of  tbe  capital  hereto* 
fore  advanced  to  Uiera.  That  aid  which  hai  been  re* 
fbaed  by  the  banks  bat  not  hcco  obtained  from  other 
MKircea,  owinjj  to  the  Ion  of  individual  confidence,  from 
the  frequent  fulurea  whieh  ban  reoenllj  oeeurred  in 
■DOM  or  Dur  principal  eommereial  eitiea." 
And  reoommendi  jmeouragtaent  to  mamtfaeturea. 

Bxtntd  firm  PretUent  iSamn^t  annual  mettage  at  tfte 
Mflelfnig-  of  Coagnmt  Deetmbirt  1830. 
*'  The  reeeipti  into  the  7>eaniry  froin  every  source 
(includin(f  a  loan  of  three  mllliona)  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  amount  to  fI6,794,107'i  whilst  the  public 
expenditures  to  the  tame  period  amount  to  tl€,871,534. 
The  sum  of  three  mitlions,  authorized  to  be  raised  by 
loan,  by  act  of  the  last  sesiion  of  Conffress,  hu  been  ob- 
tained on  terms  advantageous  to  the  Government,    it  is 

!» roper  to  add,  Uiat  there  ia  now  dua  to  the  Treasury, 
or  the  sale  of  the  pubFie  land*,  #33,996,545.  In  brinr- 
ing  this  subject  to  view,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  subnul 
to  CongreM  whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  to  extend  to 
the  purchssera  of  these  lands,  in  consideration  of  the 
unfavorable  change  which  has  occurred  since  the  sties, 
a  reasonable  indulgence.  It  is  known  tbtt  tbe  pur* 
chaaea  were  made  when  the  price  aS  every  article  had 
risen  to  ita  greatest  height,  and  that  tbe  inrtalmentt  are 
becoming  due  at  a  period  of  great  depression.  It  is 
presumed  that  some  plan  may  be  devised  by  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress,  compatible  with  the  public  interest, 
which  would  afford  great  relief  to  these  purchasers.** 

What  a  change  of  language,  (said  Hr.  B.)  It  looka 
like  enchantment!  and  all  to  take  place  between  the 
meeting  of  one  session  of  Congress  and  tbe  meeting  of 
the  next.  What  a  change!  No  more  forty^even  mil- 
lion* of  incomet  no  more  surplusest  no  more  seventeen 
millions  from  public  landii  no  more  proposiliona  to  raise 
tbeir  price;  no  more  of  all  this  glowing  picture!  But 
the  income  from  customs  fallen  down  to  thirteen  mil- 
lionst  tbe  income  from  lands  to  less  than  one  million;  a 
loan  of  three  milliona  authoriaed  to  carry  on  the  Gov- 
ernment; all  the  public  expenditures  cut  down  to  the 
lowest  pointt  universsl  distresai  banks  failing;  currency 
derangcdi  prices  depressed;  manufactures  sinking,  and 
calling  for  a  new  tariff;  r«lief  to  them  recommended; 
tha  parchaaera  oS  the  public  lands  twenty-three  milliona 
in  debt  to  the  Ciovemment,  unable  to  pay,  calling  for 
relier,  and  relief  recommended,  and  ^ranted{  thetwen- 
ly-lhree  millions  of  debt  for  landa  either  released,  or 
psyment  deferred  on  extended  credit;  and  the  minimum 
price,  instead  of  being  raised  to  five  dollars  per  acre, 
reduced  la  one  dollar  and  twenty-fivc  cents.  Such  was 
tha  diange  of  picture  which  it  was  ibc  late  of  die  tame 
Preaideot  to  present  in  tbe  short  Interval  which  elspsed 
between  two  sesnons  of  Congrem!  and  what  is  tbe  in- 
struction which  we  riiould  derive  from  itf  Certainly, 
that  similar  effects  follow  similar  eausesi  and  that  the 
past  should  bea  lesson  and  a  wsrningforthe  future.  We 
are  now  in  the  circumstances  of  I8l6,  '17,  '18;  over- 
flowing Treasury,  targe  surpluses,  great  sates  of  the 
public  lands  the  price  of  every  thing  high.  And  what 
made  Uut  state  ol  tbingaf  Bank  imbci^  bank  cxpan- 
aions,  bank  loans,  bank  facilities!  And  what  made  the 
cruel  reverae  which  took  place  io  1818-'l9?  Contrac- 
tion of  bank  issues,  contraction  of  expansions,  curtail- 
ment of  loans,  withdrawal  of  fucitities,  and  the  explosion 
of  innumerable  banks!    The  paper  system,  the  paper 

Srstem  was  tbe  real  and  sole  cause  of  the  illusive  and 
eceptive  prosperity  wbidi,  for  a  while,  imiled  treacher. 
ously  upon  tbe  country,  and  was  ao  widdenly  followed  by 
a  lad  and  nal  dtstressk  And  are  we  not  at  thb  moment,  : 
ud  frMB  the  lame  eauie,  Kalisiag  tbeflnt  part,  tbe  de- 1 
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ceptive,  the  illusive,  tbe  treactierous  part,  of  thia  pietnref 
and  must  not  the  other  part,  the  sad  and  real  sequel,  IneT- 
itably  follow.'  Ur.  B.  said  it  must  follow,  and  went  over 
several  reasons  to  show  it  to  be  more  certain  now  than  in 
1818-'19.    In  the  first  place,  there  were  three  times 
more  banks  now  than  then,  and  increasing  much  faster 
now  than  tbey  did  then,  and  dealing  in  milliona  now  for 
hundreds  uf  thousands  tbrn.  In  ibe  next  place,  there  ia 
now  a  great  political  party,  confederated  with  a  powerful 
moneyed  institution,  to  produce  derangements  of  tha 
currency,  and  pecuniary  distress  in  tbe  country,  and  to 
lay  it  upon  the  Government,  when  no  such  party  existed 
in  1816,  '17,  18.    In  the  third  place,  tbe  business  of 
banking  is  now  carried  on  in  a  more  complex  and  criti- 
cal form  than  formerly,  by  institutions  uaing  each  otber'a 
notes  as  ca^t  iasuing  notes  at  one  place  payidile  at  an- 
other and  a  distant  place,  and  entering  into  temporary 
and  voluntary  arrangements  for  keeping  up  the  credd 
and  circulation  of  their  notes  at  places  where  payments 
of  them  are  not  exigible  by  law.   These  are  points  in 
which  the  present  trade  of  banking  is  more  dangerously 
exposed,  and  more  critically  situated,  than  it  was  twenty 
yean  i^.    On  the  other  hand,  there  are  some  safe* 
guards  DOW  which  did  not  exist  then;  first,  the  great 
amount  of  specie,  now  near  eighty  milliona  of  doTlan* 
which  the  Wisdom  of  Prewdent  Jackson's  adminiatration 
has  accumuhted  in  tbe  country;  secondly,  the  avoid- 
ance, thus  far,  of  the  error  of  former  administrations  in 
using  local  paper  for  a  national  currencjH  thirdly,  the 
Treasuiy  order  of  11th  July,  1836,  which  saved  the 
Western  banks  last  fiill,  and  which  it  is  the  object  of  thia 
bill  to  rescind  and  luperaede.    Two  of  these  safeguards 
are  in  danger  of  being  removed  by  law-~tbe  second  and 
the  third  of  them.  The  first  will  remove  itself  whenever 
the  premium  on  foreign  exchange  rises  to  lOj,  (at 
which  point  it  is  profitable  to  export  specie,])  and  that 
premium  is  now  at  near  10,  and  rising;  and  it  will  re- 
move itself  whenever  the  Federal  Government,  rebpnng 
into  tbe  fktal  error  of  receiving  and  paying  out  paper 
money,  shall  cease  to  create  a  home  demand  for  tha 
employment  of  gold  and  silver.    Tbe  day  of  revulsicm 
(said  Ur.  B.]  may  conne  sooner  or  later,  and  its  effects 
may  be  more  or  less  disastroust  but  come  it  must,  snd 
disastrous^  to  some  degree,  it  must  be.    The  present 
bloat  in  tbe  paper  system  cannot  continue;  tbe  present 
depreciation  of  money,  exempliKed  in  the  high  price  of 
every  thii^  dependent  upon  the  home  market,  cannot 
last.   The'  rcvuWon  will  come,  as  surely  as  it  did  in 
1819-'30.   But  it  will  come  with  force  if  the  Treasury 
order  is  maintained,  and  if  psper  money  shall  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  federal  Treasury.  Bu^  let  these  things 
go  as  they  may,  and  let  rcckleu  or  mischievous  banxa 
do  what  they  please,  there  is  still  a  refuge  fot  the  wise 
and  good;  there  is  still  an  ark  of  safety  for  every  honest 
bank  and  for  every  prudent  man;  It  is  in  the  mass  of 
gold  and  silver  now  in  the  country — the  seventy  odd 
millions  which  the  wisdom  of  President  Jackson's  ad- 
ministration has  aecumulstcd— and  by  getUng  their  share 
of  which,  all  wbo  are  so  diqiosed  can  take  care  of  them- 
selves. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  B-,}  1  have  performed  a  duty  to  my- 
self,  not  pleaaant,  but  necessary.  This  bill  is  to  be  an 
era  in  our  legislation  and  in  our  political  histoty.  II  is 
to  be  a  point  upon  which  tbe  future  age  will  be  Ibrovn 
back,  and  ftom  which  future  consequences  will  be 
traced.  I  separate  myself  from  It;  I  wash  my  ba»da  of 
itf  1  oppose  it.  I  am  one  of  those  who  promised  gold, 
not  paper.  I  promised  the  currency  of  the  coastilution, 
not  the  currency  f>f  corporations.  I  did  not  jirin  in  put- 
ting down  the  Bank  of  the  Uuted  States,  to  put  up  a 
wildemesa  of  local  banks.  I  did  not  join  bi  putting 
down  the  paper  enrrcncy  of  a  natioDal  bank,  to  put 
up  a  ulbfosl  paper  currency  of  a  thousand  loeal  bauca. 
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Sksati.]  TVeoaury  Cireutar.  CJi>.  27.  1837. 


I  did  not  itrike  Ckw,  to  mtke  Antbonj  muter  of 
Rome. 


No.  1. — Extrad  fromDAaitttn  Congreai. 
But.  Mr.  Prerident,  so  important  it  this  object,  that  I 
think  that,  far  from  diminiriiing,  we  ourht  rather  to  in- 
creaae  and  multipty,  our  aecarKieai  and  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  aay  that,  even  with  the  continuance  of  the  bank 
charter,  and  under  its  wiaeit  adminiatration,  I  renrd  the 
atate  of  our  currency  as  entirely  sale.  It  ia  evident  to 
me  Uiat  the  general  paper  drcuUtion  has  been  extended 
too  far  for  the  apecte  bans  on  which  it  rests.  Our  ayt- 
tem.  u  a  system*  dispemea  too  fiv.  In  my  judnnent. 
with  the  use  of  ^Id  and  allver.  Having^  learned  the  use 
or  paper  as  a  substitute,  we  use  that  aubstilute,  I  ftar, 
too  freely.  11  is  true  that  our  circulating*  paper  is  al) 
redeemable  in  gold  or  silver.  Legally  speaking,  it  is  all 
convertible  into  specie  at  the  wilt  of  the  holder.  But  a 
mere  legal  convertibility  is  not  sufficient.  There  mmt 
be  an  actual,  practical,  never-ceasing  convertibility. 
This,  I  think,  is  not.  at  present,  sufficiently  secured) 
and  it  ia  a  matter  that  well  deserves  the  serious  consider, 
■tion  of  the  Senate.  The  psper  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try is,  at  this  time,  probably  75  or  80,000,000  of  dollars. 
Of  specie  we  tray  have  30  or  23,000,000,  and  thiay  prin- 
tipally,  in  massea  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks.  A  eir> 
culation,  conaisling  in  so  great  a  degree  of  paper,  ia 
easily  expanded,  to  furnish  temporary  capital  to  such  as 
wjsb  to  adventure  on  new  enterprises  in  trsdei  and  the 
collecUon  in  the  banks  of  most  of  what  specie  there  is  in 
the  country  afibrds  all  possible  facility  for  its  exporta- 
tation.  Hence,  ovet^trading  does  frequently  occur,  and 
IB  always  followed  by  an  inconvenient,  sometimes  by  a 
dangerous,  reduction  of  specie.  It  is  in  vain  that  we  look 
to  the  prudence  of  banks  for  an  effectual  security  against 
over-trading.  Thedirectmof  such  ioititutinia  will  gen. 
orally  go  the  length  of  their  means  in  cashing  good  notes, 
Mid  leave  the  borrower  to  Judge  for  himself  of  the  ose> 
fill  employment  of  his  money.  Nor  would  a  competent 
security  exist  against  over>trading,  if  the  banks  were  to 
confine  their  discounts  strictly  to  business  paper,  so  de- 
nominated; that  is.  to  notes  and  bills  which  represent  real 
tnuMacttona*  having  been  given  and  received  on  the  ac* 
lual  purchase  and  sale  of  merchandise,  because  these 
transactions  themselves  may  be  too  far  extended.  Hen 
luturally  have  a  good  opinion  of  their  own  sagacity.  He 
who  believes  merchandise  ia  about  to  rise  in  price  will 
purchase  merchandise  if  he  has  money  or  can  obtain 
credit.  The  fact  of  actual  purchase,  therefore,  is  not 
a  proof  of  really  subsisting  want;  and  of  course  the 
amount  of  all  purchases  does  not  correspond  always  with 
the  entiro  wanti  of  the  community.  Too  frequently  It 
very  modi  exceedstbat  measure.  If,  then,  the  discretion 
of  the  banks,  exercised  in  deciding  the  amount  of  their  dis- 
eounts.  is  not  a  proper  security  against  overtrading)  if  fa- 
eiUty  in  obtaining  bank  credits  naturally  fosters  that  spirit) 
if  the  desire  of  gain  and  love  uf  enterprise  constantly  cher- 
ish it)  and  if  it  finds  specie  collected  in  the  banks,  inciting 
exportation,  what  is  the  remedy  suited  and  adequate  to 
thecasef  Now,  Ithink.sir,  thatacloserinquirymlothe 
direct  Mtiroe  of  the  evil  will  suggest  a  remedy.  Why 
btve  we  so  small  an  amount  of  specie  in  circulation? 
Certainly  the  reason  is^  we  do  not  require  more.  We 
have  but  to  ask  its  presence,  and  it  would  return.  But 
we  voluntarily  banish  ir.  by  the  great  amount  of  small 
bank  notes.  In  most  of  the  States,  the  banks  issue  notes 
of  all  low  denominations,  down  even  to  a  tingle  dollar. 
How  Is  it  possible,  under  such  cireumsUnces,  to  retain 
■peeie  in  currency?  All  experience  sliowaitto  be  im- 
posBble.  Hie  paper  will  Uke  the  place  of  the  gold  and 
liim.   When  Mr.  Pitt,  u  the  year  IT^T,  propofed  in 


Parliament  to  auttiorue  the  Bank  of  England  to  iasue 
one-pound  notes,  Mr.  Burke  lay  sick  at  Bath,  of  an  ill- 
ness from  which  he  never  recovered;  and  he  is  said  to 
have  written  to  the  late  Mr.  Canning,  *■  Tell  Mr.  Pitt,  if 
he  consenu  to  the  issuing  of  one-pound  notes*  be  must 
never  expect  to  see  a  guinea  «gBin." 

The  one*pound  notee  were  issued,  and  the  guineaa 
disappeared.  A  similar  canie  is  now  produting  a  pre- 
cisely similar  efTeet  with  us.  Small  notes  have  expelled 
dollars  aud  half  dollars  from  eircuhtion  in  all  tbe  States 
in  which  such  notes  are  issued.  On  the  other  hand,  dol- 
lars and  half  dollars  abound  in  those  Stales  which  have 
adopted  a  wiser  policy.  Virginia,  Pennqrlvania*  Mary- 
Und,  I^uiaiana,  and  some  otberf,  1  think  seven  In  all, 
do  not  allow  their  banks  to  issue  notes  under  five  dollars. 
Every  traveller  notices  the  difTerence,  when  he  pasiea 
from  one  of  theae  Stales  into  one  where  small  nr>tes  sre 
allowed.  The  evil,  then,  is  the  issuing  of  small  notes 
by  State  banks.  Of  theae  notes,  that  is  to  say,  notes  un- 
der five  dollars,  the  amount  now  in  circulation  is  eight 
or  ten  millions  of  dollars.  Can  these  notes  b«  with- 
drawn? If  ^hey  can.  their  place  will  be  immediately 
supplied  by  a  specie  circulation  of  equal  amount.  The 
object  Is  a  great  one.  aa  it  is  connected  with  the  safety 
and  stability  of  the  currency,  and  may  well  justify  a  se- 
rious reflection  on  the  meansof  accomplishing  it.  May 
not  Congress  and  tbe  State  Governments,  acting,  not 
unitedly,  but  severally,  to  the  aame  end,  easily  and  quiet- 
ly attain  it^  I  think  they  may.  It  is  but  for  other  Statea 
to  follow  the  good  example  of  those  which  1  have  men- 
tioned, and  the  work  is  done.  As  an  inducement  to  the 
States  to  do  thii^  I  propose,  in  the  present  bi'l,  to  reserve 
to  Congress  a  power  of  withdrawing  from  circulation  a 
pretty  Urge  part  of  the  issues  of  the  Untied  States  Bank. 
I  propose  this,  so  that  the  State  banks  may  withdraw 
their  small  notes,  and  find  their  compensation  in  a  lar- 
ger circulation  oS  a  hi|^r  denomination.  My  propoti-' 
tion  will  be,  that,  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  itm 
cxiatii^  charter  of  the  bank,  that  ir.  after  1836,  Cm- 
gresa  msy,  if  it  see  fit.  restrain  the  bank  from  issuing- 
for  circulation  notes  or  bills  under  a  certain  sum— say 
ten  or  twenty  dollars.  This  will  diminish  the  drcuta- 
tion,  and  consequently  the  profits  of  the  bank)  but  it  ia 
of  less  importance  to  make  a  bank  a  highly  profitable 
institution  to  stockholders,  than  that  it  should  be  safe 
and  useful  to  the  community.  It  ought  not,  certainly, 
to  be  reatrained  from  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  fair  ad- 
vsnisges  to  be  derived  from  the  discreet  use  of  its  capi> 
tal.  in  banking  transactions)  but  tlie  leading  object,  after 
all,  in  its  continuance,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  not  privata 
emolument,  but  public  benefit. 

It  may  perhaps  strike  some  gentlemen  that  the  circu- 
lation of  small  notes  i^rht  be  elTectually  discourageda 
by  refusing  to  recrive  an  auob  small  notes,  and  all  note* 
of  8U(^  bulks  aa  issued  them,  at  the  custotn<house%  land 
offices,  post  offices,  and  other  places  of  public  receipt, 
and  by  causing  them  to  be  refused,  also,  either  in  pay- 
ment or  depoaile  at  itie  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  ciTect  of  such  refusal  may  be  doubtful.  U 
would  certainly  in  some  degree  discredit  such  notes,  but 
probably  it  would  not  drive  them  out  of  circulation  alto- 
gether) and  if  it  did  not  do  this  it  might  incresse  their 
circubtion.  If  in  some  degree  they  bceome  discredited, 
the^  would  become  ehcaper  than  oUier  notes)  and  ex- 
perience proves  that  of  two  things  which  may  be  cur- 
rent, the  cheaper  will  always  expel  the  other.  Thua 
,  silver,  because  it  is  proportionally  cheaper  with  us  than 
gold,  has  driven  the  gold  out  of  the  country.  Thus,  as  we 
can  pay  our  debts  cheaper  in  silver  than  in  gold,  we  use 
nothing  but  silver,  and  the  gold  goes  where  it  is  more 
highly  valued.  The  same  thing  always  happens  between 
two  sorts  of  pKper  which  are  found  at  the  same  time  in 
dreulation.   That  which  ia  cheapest,  orof  lew  ?ahM 
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tlMD  the  other,  almyi  drivesjta  mor*  reepeetable  aaioeU 
ate  imt  of  itt  company. 

No.  3. 

A  fourth  improvement  which  Mr.  B.  bad  propoied 
wan  ta  Ihnit  the  nolea  inued  by  the  banka  to  the  mini- 
mum  riie  of  twenty  dullan,  and  to  excrude  all  notca  un- 
der that  minimam,  Umed  by  other  banks,  lh>m  dreula- 
tion  within  the  District.  He  confcMcd  that  be  fielt  an 
extreme  decree  of  mortification  in  malting  a  motion  in 
the  Conffreas  of  the  United  Sutet  to  limit  the  size  of 
bank  notes,  when  ibis  Congreia  was  sitting  hetv,  and 
held  its  existence  by  virtue  of  a  constitution  which  rec- 
ognised DOtUing  fur  currency  but  gold  and  ailTcri^ut 
he  feared  he  might  be  sobjeet  to  a  atlll  greater  morli6- 
cation  in  witneuing  the  fiulure  of  hia  notten,  and  the 
triumph  of  the  paper  ayalem  over  this  small  attempt  to 
cheek  one  of  its  greatest  abuaes.  The  limit  of  twenty 
dotlara  waa  the  lowest  that  could  be  taken  to  accomplish, 
the  great  objects  in  view  t  and  that  limit  was  not  assumed 
arbitrarily,  but  from  a  careful  obiervstion  of  the  effect 
of  different  limiti^  in  different  countries,  upon  the  nature 
and  amount  of  the  eircuUting  medium. 

The  great  evils  of  a  small  paper  currency  aret  1.  To 
haniah  gold  and  silver)  3.  To  eneourage  eounterlntingf 
3.  To  destroy  (he  standard  of  values)  4.  To  throw  the 
burdens  and  the  evils  of  the  paper  system  upon  the 
laboring  and  imali  dealing  part  of  the  community. 

The  inattnet  of  banka  to  sink  their  circulation  to  the 
lowest  denominatioQ  of  aotea  which  can  be  forced  upon 
tlie  eommun'itj  b  a  trait  in  the  ayatem  anlvenatly  proved 
to  exist  wherever  banka  of  eircubtion  have  been  permit- 
ted to  give  a  currency  to  a  country)  and  the  effect  of 
thil  instinct  has  always  been  to  banish  gold  and  stiver. 
When  the  Bank  of  England  wu  chartered,  in  the  year 
]694>  it  could  issue  no  note  less  than  £100  sterling)  that 
amount  was  gradually  rrdiieed,  by  the  peraevering  ef- 
forta  of  the  bank,  to  £50)  then  to  £30)  then  to  £15) 
then  to£10|  St  last  to  £$\  and.  Anally,  to  £3  and  £1. 
l*be*e  last  denominatipoa  were  not  reached  until  the 
year  S797,  or  until  one  bondrcd  and  three  years  after  the 
inatitutionofthebank)  and  as  the  several  reductions  in 
the  ^ze  of  the  notes,  and  the  consequent  increaae  of 
paper  currency,  took  place,  gold  became  more  and  more 
scarce;  and  with  the  issue  of  the  one  and  two  pound 
notee,  it  totally  dimppeared  from  the  country. 

Tbia  effect  wsa  foretold  by  all  political  eoonomiats,  and 
em>ecially  by  Mr.  Burke,  then  aged  and  retired  from 
public  life,  who  wrote  fVom  bia  retreat  to  Mr.  Canning, 
to  say  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  prime  miniater,  theae  prophetic 
wordsi  **  If  this  bill  for  the  one  and  two  pound  notes  is 
permitted  to  paaa,  we  shall  never  see  another  guinea  In 
Rngland.^  I'he  bill  did  pass,  and  the  prcdxtion  was 
fulfilled)  for  not  another  guinea,  half  ^inea,  oraover. 
etgn,  waa  seen  in  England  for  circulation,  until  the  bill 
waa  repnled,  two-and-twenty  year*  afterwards!  After 
remaining  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  without  a  goM 
circulation,  England  abolished  her  one  and  two  pound 
notes,  limited  her  paper  currency  to  £5  sterling,  tc- 
quired  all  Bank  of  England  notes  to  be  paid  in  gold,  and 
allowed  four  yeara  for  the  act  to  lake  effect.  Before  the 
four  years  were  out,  the  Bank  of  England  reported  to 
Parftament  tint  it  waa  mdy  to  begin  gold  paymentai  and 
commenced  accordingly,  and  haa  continued  them  ever 
aince.  The  one  and  two  pound  notea  in  England  cor- 
respond with  the  five  and  ten  dollar  notes  in  the  United 
Slates,  and  the  five^pound  note  ii  only  four  dollars  above 
our  twenty  dollarit  ao  that  the  analogy  is  perfect,  and 
the  effect  must  be  similar  upon  our  fives,  tens,  and 
twenties,  that  it  waa  in  England  from  the  issue  ami  sup* 
presston  of  the  one  and  two  pound  notes,  and  the  limita< 
tinn  to  jE5,  with  the  compulsory  iriiligationto  pay  it 

Tbe  encouragement  of  cminttrfieiting  waa  tlie  next 


great  evil  which  Mr.  B.  pointed  out  aa  belonging  to  a 
small-note  currency)  and  of  all  the  denominations  of 
notes,  be  said,  those  of  one  and  two  pounds  in  England, 
corresponding  with  fives  snd  tens  in  the  United  Statea, 
were  thoae  (o  which  the  demoralizing  butineas  of  coun- 
terfeiting was  chiefly  directed!  They  were  the  chosen 
game  of  the  forging  depredator!  and  that,  for  tbe  obv'i* 
OUB  reaaona  that  fives  and  tena  were  amall  enough  to 
paas  currently  among  persona  not  much  aeqoalntea  with 
bank  paper,  and  Urge  enouf^  to  afford  some  profit  to 
compenaste  for  the  eapenie  and  labor  of  producing  the 
counterfeit,  and  the  risk  of  passing  it !  Below  fives,  the 
profit  is  loo  imall  for  tbe  labor  and  risk.  Too  many 
have  to  be  forged  and  paised  before  an  article  of  any 
value  can  be  purchased)  and  tbe  change  to  be  got  in 
silver,  in  passing  one  for  a  small  article,  is  too  little.  Of 
twenty  and  npirards,  though  the  profit  ia  greater  on 
pairing  them,  yet  the  danger  of  detection  is  also  greater. 
On  account  of  its  larger  size,  tbe  note  ia  not  only  more 
closely  scrutinized  before  it  is  received,  and  the  passer 
of  it  belter  remembered,  but  the  circulation  of  them  is 
more  confined  to  business  men  and  laive  dealers,  and 
rilver  change  will  not  be  given  for  them  >n  buying  amall 
artielea.  The  fivea  and  tena,  tben,  in  the  United  Statea^ 
like  tha  £1  and  £3  in  England,  are  tbe  peculiar  game  of 
counterfeiters)  and  thia  is  fully  proved  by  the  criminal 
statistics  of  tbe  fbrgery  department  in  boib  countries. 
According  to  returns  made  to  the  British  Parliament  for 
twenly-two  years— from  1797  to  1819,  the  period  in 
which  the  one  and  two  pound  notea  were  allowed  to  cir* 
ciilate — the  whole  number  of  proieeutiom  Ibr  counter- 
feiting, or  passing  eounterfnt  notea  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
lutd,  waa  998t  in  that  number  there  were  313  capital 
convictions,  530  inferior  convictionn,  and  155  acquittals) 
and  the  sum  of  £349,900,  nesr  a  million  and  a  quarter  of 
dollars,  was  expended  by  the  bank  in  attending  to  proa- 
ecutions.  Of  this  great  number  of  prosecutions,  the  re- 
turns  show  that  the  masa  of  them  were  for  offences  con- 
nected with  the  one  and  two  pound  notes.  Tbe  propor- 
tion may  be  distinctly  aeen  in  the  number  of  counterfeit 
notea  of  different  denominationa  detected  at  the  Bank  of 
England  in  a  given  period  of  time — from  the  1st  of 
Jsnuary,  1813,  to  the  10th  of  April,  1818— being  a  pe- 
riod of  lis  years  and  three  months,  out  of  tbe  tweniy-two 
yeara  that  the  one  and  two  pound  notea  continued  to  cir- 
culate. The  detections  were,  of  one-pound  notes,  tbe 
number  of  107,338|  of  two-pound  note*,  17,787)  of  five- 
pound  notea,  5,836,  of  ten-pound  notes,  419)  of  twenty- 
pound  notes,  54.  Of  all  above  twenty  pounda,  35.  Twt 
proportion  of  ones  and  twos  to  tbe  other  «zes  may  ba 
well  seen  in  the  tables  for  this  brief  period)  but  to  nave 
any  idea  of  the  maaa  of  counterfeiting  done  upon  theae 
small  nntes,  the  whole  period  of  twenty-two  yeara  otuat 
be  considered,  and  (he  entire  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
taken  in)  for  the  Mat  only  Includea  the  number  of  eoun- 
terfeita  detected  at  the  counter  of  the  bank,  a  place  to 
which  the  guilty  never  carry  their  forgeries,  and  to 
which  a  portion  only  of  those  circulating  in  and  about 
London  could  be  carried.  Tbe  proportion  of  crime  con- 
nected with  the  small  notes  is  here  shown  to  be  enor- 
mously and  frightfully  great.  The  same  resulla  are 
found  in'  the  United  Slates.  Mr.  B.  had  looked  over  tba 
statistics  of  crime  eonneeled  with  tbe  eounierfeitiag  ol 
bank  notes  in  Ibe  United  States,  and  (bund  tbe  ratw  be- 
tween the  great  and  small  notes  to  be  about  tbe  same 
that  it  was  in  England.  He  bad  recourae  to  tbe  moat 
suthentie  data — Biekneira  Counterfeit  Detectoi^and 
there  found  the  editions  of  counterfeit  notes  of  (b«  local 
or  State  banka  to  be  eight  hundred  and  eigbtaen,  of 
which  seven  hundred  and  fifty^ix  were  of  ten  dollars 
and  under;  and  aixty-two  editions  only  were  of  twenty 
dflllara  and  upwntds.  Of  tbe  Bank  of  tha  United  Statea 
and  iu  branebrs,  be  found  cigbty-two  editionB  of  ftr«si 
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feventy-oiw  edltiom  of  teiMt  twenty-aix  editions  of  twcn- 
tiei;  and  two  edition!  of  Bftiet;  Ktill  ibowtng  thftt  in  the 
United  Statef.  u  well  «■  in  BngUnd.  on  local  banki  aa 
well  as  that  of  the  United  Statea,  the  oourae  of  counterfeit- 
ing waa  ttill  the  aamet  «nd  that  the  whole  atrcaa  of  Ibe 
crime  fell  upon  ihe  fire  and  ten  dollar  note*  in  tbia  eoun' 
trft  and  tbeir  corretpondinK  claaaeii  the  one  and  two 
pound  notet  in  Englaiid.  Mr.  B.  ako  exhibited  the  pa- 
gvaoTBklcnell'B  Counterfeit  Detector,  a  pamphlet  cover' 
cd  over,  column  after  column,  with  ita  frightful  liat%  near* 
if  atl  under  twenty  dollani  and  he  called  upon  the  Sen* 
Kte,  in  the  aacred  name  of  the  morali  of  the  country,  in 
the  name  of  rirtue  and  morality,  to  endeavor  to  check 
the  fountain  of  thia  crime,  by  atopping  the  laaue  of  the 
deaeription  of  DotH  on  wliich  it  exerted  neariy  iti  whole 
force. 

Mr.  B.  could  not  qait  the  evila  of  the  crime  of  coun- 
terfeiting in  the  United  Siatea  without  remarking  that 
the  difficulty  of  legal  detection  and  punithment  waa  ao 
great,  owing  to  the  diatance  at  which  the  counterfeita 
were  eircuUted  from  the  banka  purporting  to  iaiue 
them,  and  the  atill  greater  difficulty,  in  moat  eaaet  in- 
poirible.  to  get  witneaaea  to  attend  in  peraon  in  Stales  in 
vbiob  tbey  do  not  remle,  tbe  coonterleitera  all  cbooaing 
to  praetiM  their  crime  and  circulate  tbeir  forgertea  in 
States  whieb  do  not  contain  the  l>anka  whoae  paper  they 
are  imitating.  So  difficult  is  it  to  obtain  tbe  attendance 
of  witneaaea  in  other  Siatea,  that  the  crime  of  counter- 
feiting is  almoat  praetiaed  with  impunity.  The  notea 
under  30  dollara  feed  and  aupply  tbi»  crimei  let  ibew 
bo  stopped,  end  lunety-nine  bundredlha  of  this  erliBe 
will  slop  with  tbem. 

A  tbird  objeelion  which  Mr.  D.  urged  againat  the  notea 
oader  twenty  doUara  waa,  that  nearly  the  whole  evils  of 
that  part  of  the  paper  lyatem  fell  upon  the  laboring  and 
small  dealing  part  of  the  community.  Nearly  all  the 
counterfeits  lodged  in  their  hands,  or  were  shaved  out 
of  their  bands.  When  •  bank  failed,  Uie  ohm  irf  its 
rircohtion,  bdng  in  amall  notes,  aunk  upon  Uieir  bands. 
Tbe  gain  to  the  banks  from  the  wear  and  tear  of  small 
notes  came  out  of  tbem,  the  1'  sa  from  the  same  Muse 
ftlling  upon  them.  The  10  or  13  per  cent,  annual  prof- 
it for  fumtahing  a  currency  in  place  of  gold  and  silver 
(for  which  no  intereat  would  be  paid  to  the  mint  or  the 
Oorerament)  chiefly  falls  upon  themi  for  the  paper  cur- 
ronej  ia  obieBy  under  twenty  dtrilara.  Tbeae  evila  thry 
almost  exduaiveiy  bear,  while  ihey  have,  over  and  above 
all  these,  their  full  pro|>ortion  of  all  Ibe  evils  resulting 
from  tbe  expansions  and  cootrsotiona  which  are  incea- 
aanlly  g<Nng  on,  totally  deatn^ing  tbe  standard  of  value, 
pcrioditMilly  convulsing  the  country,  and  in  every  cycle 
of  five  or  six  yeara  making  a  lottery  of  all  property,  in 
which  alt  tbe  priies  are  drawn  by  tbe  bank  managera 
and  their  friends. 

In  propoinng  the  lindtation  of  twenty  dollara  to  these 
Distriot  banka,  Mr.  B.  of  courae  coupled  with  it  tbe 
concomitant  provision  for  the  excluilon  of  all  notes  un< 
der  the  same  limit  iatued  without  the  Diatriet.  This  waa 
a  precaution  as  juat  and  natural  aa  it  waa  easy.  A  pro- 
hibitory law,  with  a  li«bility  in  every  paaser  to  pay  tbe 
amount  of  the  notes,  with  coats  and  damages,  in  specie, 
and  espe^ly  In  gold,  with  summary  procna  before  a 
juatiec  of  tbe  peace  for  the  recovery,  would  effef^oally 
expel  tbe  Interdicted  and  pealiferoua  paper. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  tbe  proposed  limit  of  twenty  dollara 
fyf  the  miniomm  Kxe  ofbank  notes  waa  wai  not  an  arbi- 
trary aaanmption  or  a  finciful  densnationt  but  waa  a 
limit  ascertained  by  experience,  ana  proven  by  results, 
to  be  the  lowest  that  would  aulBee  to  accompliah  the 
cnda  Intended.  Tbeae  ends  arei  1.  To  re-establiah  tbe 
gold  currency.  3.  To  make  gold  and  ailver  the  com- 
mon curreocy  for  aU  ibe  amall  dcalinga  of  the  country. 
S.  To  eateed  and  enlsrge  the  qwcic  bsaia  of  Ibe  paper 


circubtioo.  4.  To  aare  the  laboring  and  amall  dealing 
part  of  the  community  from  the  effects  of  eontracliona 
and  expansions  from  bank  issues.  5.  To  save  them 
from  the  impositions  of  counterfeiters,  from  losses  when 
banks  fail,  and  from  bearing  tbe  whole  burden  of  the 
wear  and  tear  of  amall  notea.  A.  To  save  bard  money 
enough  in  tbe  country  to  make  it  sale  to  have  suob  pa- 
per currency  aa  commerce  and  large  dealings  may  re. 
quire.  These  are  the  objects  to  be  accontplished,  and 
less  than  twenty  dollars  will  have  no  adequate  tfiecti 
br  better  would  be  the  limit  of  one  hundred  dollars,  aa 
it  is  neariy  in  Prance,  and  where  that  limit  insurea  a  cir- 
culation of  nine  tenths  of  gold  and  ailver,  and  one  tenth 

Ciperi  namely,  upwards  of  five  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
ra  of  one,  and  fifty  millions  of  the  other.  Wise  wouU 
it  be  in  any  single  State  to  adopt  this  limit,  and  to  ex- 
clude all  notea  under  that  amount  from  oirculaiion  witb- 
in  its  borderat  that  State  would  become  the  ricbeat  and 
the  happieat  in  tbe  Union.  It  would  be,  in  ito  moneyed 
eoneerna,  to  the  rest  of  the  Union,  what  France  is  to  the 
rest  of  Europe — the  absorbent  of  ilieir  preuous  metals, 
the  perennial  fountain  of  golden  supply  to  ita  citiaens, 
and  the  land  of  reat  from  tbe  panics  and  preaaures,  tbe 
ebbs  and  flowa,  tbe  feasU  and  famines,  the  dearths  and 
deluges,  the  expansions,  contractiona,  and  revuMoo^  and 
all  the  crimes  and  miafartunea  of  the  paper  ayatem. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  twenty^ollar  limit.  While 
England  had  notea  aa  low  as  one  and  two  pounds,  wliicb 
we  may  call  five  and  ten  dollara,  the  apecie  basis  con> 
traded  and  diouni^ied  until  silver  could  only  t>e  got  for 
small  change,  and  gold  fled  entirely  from  Ihe  CMiotiy. 
The  mint  was  forever  entiing,  but  tbe  guineas  and 
aovereigns  went  straight  to  Praneei  and  it  waa  teatified 
by  Mr.  Alexander  Baring,  before  a  oommiltee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  the  gold  coinage  of  Ihe  British 
mint,  during  thia  period,  waa  regularly  recoined  in 
Prance,  often  without  aeeiog  tbe  light  in  Englandi  being 
packed  In  boxes  and  shipped  as  it  Issued  fran  the  mint, 
defivered  in  Paris  before  it  waa  a  week  old,  and  swsi. 
lowed  up  in  the  ocesn  of  French  currency,  by  passing 
through  the  French  mint,  and  asauming  the  stamp  and 
arms  of  France.  Tbe  suppression  of  the  one  and  two 
pound  notes  in  1819,  and  the  £3  limit,  with  the  pompul- 
aory  obligation  on  Ihe  Bank  of  England  to  pay  all  ita 
notea  in  gold,  restored  the  gold  currency  in  Uiat  coun- 
try, and  ao  extended  and  enlai^^  the  specie  basis,  u 
to  make  her  currency  half  and  balF-^wf  specie  and 
half  paper— the  apecie  two  thirds  gold,  and  one  third 
ailveri  and  the  paper  ali  of  £5,  about  f  34,  and  upwards. 
This  has  made  a  paper  currency  safe  in  England,  for  it 
ia  dollar  for  doHari  it  haa  given  to  the  laboring  and  amall 
dealing  claaaes  a  hard-money  currency,  and  it  haa  taken 
from  the  counterfeitera  their  chief  and  favorite  claases  of 
notes  for  imitatiim.  Mr.  B.  took  tbe  great  ground  tba% 
where  a  paper  currency  was  tolerated  at  all,  the  aafety 
and  ardfiire  of  the  community  required  the  specie  pro- 
portion to  be  one  balft  that  it  required  a  £5  limit,  and 
gold  payments,  to  efTcct  that  object  in  Englandi  that  a 
Fimit  of  twenty  dollara  would  not  effect  it  in  the  United 
Stalest  and  he  was  only  reatrained  from  propoaing  the 
French  limit,  from  the  imposaibiliiy  of  contending  auc- 
eeasfully  with  Ihe  bank  power  at  present,  now  omnipo. 
tent  in  the  country,  engrossing  the  time  and  i^emmg 
tbe  legislation  in  whatever  related  lo  tbeir  own  iniercsis. 
A  twenty-dollar  limit  would  not  give  a  aubiiratum  of 
half  specie,  even  if  our  banka  were  compelled  to  pay 
all  gold)  but  there  ia  no  oompulirion  on  them  to  pay  any 
part)  and  the  efTorlato  bring  tbem  to  half  paymenu  in 
gold  would  be  long  and  bitterly  reaialcd.  Gold  ia  tbe 
enemy  of  papert  it  keepa  it  down  when  the  holder  of 
Ihe  paper  has  a  right  lo  demand  gold)  and  thus  a  paper 
currency  founded  upon  gold,  as  it  is  in  Baghnd,  will 
alvaya  be  kept  more  wilbin  bounds  than  a  paper  cor 
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reiwy  bunded  upon  tflrer.  Silver  it  too  eumbroui  to 
hold  ptpcr  in  check.  A  penon  would  not  wi^  tocluiDfe 
even  a  twentynlolUr  nolo  into  ■llrer  to  carry  in  b)i 
pocket,  but  would  gladly  change  it  Into  goldi  ud  m  of 
fifty  and  hundred  dollar  notea. 

When  Ur.  BmTOx  bad  concluded  bia  apeeeh, 
Mr.  6BUNDT  nored  to  Uy  the  bill  on  Ibe  table,  fur 
tht  parpcM  of  takii^  up  and  acting  on  th«  reaolutbn 
•ubahtcd  by  bin  for  the  appoiatmcnt  of  a  joint  owm^t- 
tM  to  count  the 

VOTES  POR  PRESroENT    AND   VICE  PRESI- 
DENT. 

Tbia  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  and  Hr.  GnvMDT'a 
MMlation  being  before  the  Senate, 

Mr.  ORUNDTiaidbe  bad  aoobjeetiona  to  the  inquiry 
pnspoaed  by  the  amcndiiieati  and  he  thought  that  aome 
leeh  proviaioa  as  that  propoaed  by  tbe  Senator  front  Ken< 
tueky  would  be  very  proper.  He  had  aeen  in  the  public 
papera'a  atatement  charging  that  aome  of  the  electors 
who  voted  in  the  late  presidential  election  held  offices 
under  tlie  General  Government,  and  had  made  inquiries 
f(tf  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  truth  of  the  matter. 
Hw  bifarnation  he  bad  been  able  to  etdlect  related  to 
tvooaeesonlyf  and  as  to  these,  the  report  bad  been  found- 
ed altasetber  on  a  miiapprebtnuon. 

Mr.  CLAT,  after  a  few  rcnwrka*  offered  the  following 
amendment: 

**  And,  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aacer- 
tainioy  whether  any  rotes  were  given  at  the  recent 
election,  oontrair  to  the  prohibition  contained  tn  the 
second  section  or  the  accond  article  of  the  constitution. 
And  if  any  such  votes  were  given,  what  ought  to  be  done 
with  them;  and  whether  aiw,  and'  what|  provision  ought 
to  be  made  for  security  tbe  faithful  obaervancr.  In  fuuire, 
of  that  section  of  the  constitution." 

Mr.  HUBBARD  expreased  bis  entire  concurrence  in 
the  objects  of  the  amendment  propoaed  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  He  wished  a  strict  inquiry  to  be  imti- 
tiited,  and  mnmiros  to  be  adc^cd  to  guard  ui^nat  the 
occurrence  of  such  a  vi<^tion  of  tbe  constitution  as  Ibe 
Senator  from  Kentucky  referred  to.  As  It  had  been 
stated  that  two  of  the  electors  in  his  State  (New  Ramp- 
shire)  held  offices  under  the  General  Government,  and 
were  consequently  ineligible,  he  was  happy  to  ataie  to 
the  Senate  tlial  there  was  no  foundation  whatever  for  the 
report. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Cut  was  then  adopted,  and 
the  rcaotution,  ibua  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  that  theeommKlee  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Chairi  which,  by  unanimoos  eonsentt  was 
was  agreed  tot  ud  Measn,  GaevBT,  Cut,  and  Waian, 
were  selected. 

Tbe  Senate  tten  adjourned. 

Satcbdat,  JtJKVimx  38. 

RETIREMENT  OF  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  after  tbe  reading  of  tbe 
Journal,  addressed  the  Senate  at  foltows; 

Senators:  Tbe  period  is  at  band  which  is  to  terminate 
the  official  relation  that  has  existed  between  ua,  snd  I 
leave,  probably  never  to  return  to  it,  a  body  with  which 
1  have  been  long  conncctedi  where  sMue  remain  whom  [ 
found  here  fifteen  yean  ago,  and  where,  in  tbe  progress 
1^  pubhc  dutiei^  personal  associations  have  arisen  never 
to  be  forgotten.  Ffom  such  scenes  I  cannot  retire  with- 
out emotion.  Nor  can  I  give  to  the  Senate  the  usual  op- 
portunity of  choosing  another  to  preside  for  a  time  over 
their  deliberations,  without  referring  to  tbe  manner  in 
which  1  have  endeavored  to  discbai^  a  most  gratifying 
and  honorable  trust  conncoted  the  office  to  wbicb 
my  country  called  me. 


Entering  upon  it  with  unaffSeeted  diffidence,  well 
knowing  how  Ihtle  ngr  studies  bad  been  directed  to  its 
peculiar  duties,  I  was  yet  strengthened  fay  the  determi- 
natibn,  then  expressed,  so  to  discharge  the  authority  with 
which  I  was  invested,  as  **  beat  to  protect  the  rights,  to 
respect  the  feelings,  and  to  guard  the  reputations,  of  all 
who  would  be  afieeled  by  its  exercise."  I  was  sure 
that,  if  sucecssfiil  in  this,  I  should  be  pardoned  for  errors 
which  I  could  hardly  expect  to  avoid. 

In  the  interval  that  bas  since  elapted,  it  has  been  our 
lot  in  this  assembly  to  pass  through  scenes  of  unusual 
excitement:  the  intense  interest  on  abaorbing  topics 
which  baa  pervaded  our  whole  community,  could  not  be 
unfelt  within  these  walls.  The  wanoth  of  pditical  par- 
ties, natural  in  such  times,  the  unguarded  ardor  of  sud- 
den debate,  and  the  collisions  seldom  to  be  separated 
from  the  invaluable  privilege  of  free  diKuanon,  hare 
not  been  unfrequently  mii^ied  with  tbe  more  tranqul 
tenor  of  ordinary  legisUtton.  I  cannot  hope  that,  in 
emergenciea  like  these,  I  have  always  been  so  fortunate 
as  to  satiify  every  one  around  me;  yet  I  permit  myself 
to  think  that  the  extent  to  which  my  deciaions  have  been 
approved  by  the  Senate  is  soom  evidence  that  ny  efiWU 
justly  to  adminliler  their  rules  have  not  been  vaini  and 
I  oonsc^tiously  chcri^  the  eonvietinn,  that  on  no  oc- 
casion have  I  departed  from  my  ear^  resolution,  or  been 
regardless  of  what  was  due  to  the  rights  or  tbe  feelings 
of  the  members  of  this  body. 

Though  I  may  henceforth  be  separated  from  ibe  Sea- 
ate,  I  can  never  cease  to  revert  with  peculiar  interest  to 
my  long  connexion  with  it.  in  every  situatioN  in  my 
future  life  I  ahall  remember  with  a  just  pride  tbe  evi- 
dences of  approbation  and  eonfidenee  wbioh  I  have  here 
reeehred;  and  as  an  American  eitiscn,  devotedly  attach- 
ed to  tbe  institutions  of  my  country,  I  must  alwsys  re- 
gsrd  with  becoming  and  sincere  respect  a  branch  of  our 
Government  4nvested  with  such  extensive  powers  and 
designed  by  our  Jbre&thera  to  accompltah  such  impor- 
tant remilts. 

indulging  an  ardent  wMl  that  every  luceess  may  await 
you  in  performing  the  exalted  and  honorable  duties  of 
your  public  trust,  and  ofTering  my  warmest  prayers  that 
prosperity  snd  happiness  may  be  constant  attendants  on 
each  of  yon,  along  tbe  future  paths  of  life,  I  respectfully 
bid  you  fsrewell. 

Afier  the  Vica  Pbesidbxt  had  retired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  Senate  preeeededto 
ballot  fur  a  Premdent  pro  itm. 

The  number  of  votes  east  was  37;  neccsmry  to  a 
ch<»ee  19.  Mr.  Kiee  of  Alabama  had  36,  Mr.  Sovre- 
ABO  7,  Mr.  Cut  1,  Mr.  Paanriss  1,  Mr.  Ewiits  of 
;  Ohio,  1,  Mr.  BvcRAKAH  1. 

Mr.  RiHs,  of  AUbams,  being  thus  duly  elected  Presi- 
dent pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  waa  eondueied  to  the  Chair 
by  Mr.  Butov,  and  addressed  tbe  Senate  nearly  as  fol- 
lows; 

Genilemen  of  the  Senate;  To  be  again  caUed  to 
preside  over  tbe  deliberations  of  this  august  assembly 
fills  my  heart  with  the  liveliest  emotions  of  gratitude. 
When  at  the  Isst  session  it  pleased  the  Senate  to  place 
me  in  this  exalted  aituation,  t  solemnly  pledged  myself 
to  discharge  the  duties  it  devolved  on  me,  without  nvor 
and  without  partiality.  1  felt  conaaous  that  I  had  done 
so|  but  could  any  thing  add  to  tbe  grateful  sense  I  en- 
tertain of  tbe  honor  you  have  again  eonferred  on  me.  It 
will  be  found  in  the  unequivocal  testimony  you  have 
this  day  borne,  that  T  had  faithfully  redeemed  tlutt 
pledge.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  gentlemen, 
IB,  from  its  very  organisation,  tbe  great  conservative 
body  in  this  republic.  Hera  is  the  strong  citadel  of 
liberty.  To  this  body  the  intelligent  and  the  virtuous, 
throughout  our  wide-spread  country,  look  with  confi- 
dcacc  for  an  unwavering  and  unflinching  resistance  lo 
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the  enorotehmenfi  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
rffiervefeence  of  popular  excitement  on  the  other.  Un- 
Rwed  and  unaeduced,  it  ahould  firmly  maintain  the  con- 
ititulion  in  ita  purity,  and  preaent  an  impregnable  bar- 
rter  agatnat  every  attack  on  that  aacred  instrument,  come 
it  from  what  quarter  it  may.  The  demon  of  faction 
ahould  8nd  no  abiding  place  in  tbta  chamber,  but  every 
heart  and  every  bead  ahoaM  ba  wholly  oeaopied  in  ad- 
nncing  the  general  welfare,  ud  preaening,  unim- 
paired, the  national  kmmr.  To  inaare  aiiceeai,  gentle- 
men, in  the  diacharge  of  our  high  dutiea,  we  must  com- 
mand the  confidence  and  receive  the  aupport  of  the 
people.  Calm  deliberation,  eourteay  towarda  each  other, 
order  and  decorum  in  debate,  will  go  far,  very  fkr,  to 
Inaplre  that  confidence  and  command  that  aupport.  it 
beeomea  my  du^,  gentlemen,  to  baniah  (if  practicable) 
fttm  tiiia  ball  all  pereonal  altercation  t  to  check,  at 
onee,  every  remark  of  a  character  peraonally  ofTeniivei 
to  preaerve  ordei^  and  promote  harmony.  Theiedutiea, 
as  tar  aa  my  powera  will  permit,  I  shall  unheutatingly 
perform.  I  eameatly  solicit  your  eo-operalion,  gentle- 
men, in  aiding  my  efforts  promptly  to  put  down  every 
apeciea  of  diaorder.  ¥or  your  kindness  gentlemen,  I 
tender  you  my  grateful  acknowledgments. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  GRUNDT,  it  waa 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  inform  the 
Preaident  of  the  United  Slatea  and  the  Hooae  of  Repre- 
aentativca  that  the  Senate  have  elected  the  Hon.  Wii* 
iiav  R.  Krm  their  Pre^dent  pro  feni. 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

The  bill  designiting  and  limiting  the  funds  whieh 
shall  be  receivable  In  payment  for  the  public  revenues 
WM  taken  up,  bring  on  its  third  readin'^. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  poalpone  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  until  Hunffay,  for  the  purpose  of  go- 
ing on  with  the  land  bill)  which  motion  waa  lost:  Ayes 
13,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  WALKER  then  rose  and  said:  Before  replying  to 
the  indictment  preferred  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Miaiouri,  [Hr.  BsitToir,]  against  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lie  Lands,  it  is  proper  to  recur  to  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances under  which  thia  controversy  ori^nated.  At  an 
early  period  of  the  aension,  the  Seiiatur  from  Ohio, 
[Hr.  Ewiao,]  introduced  a  reaolution  to  rescind  the 
Treaaury  order.  I'bia  reaolution  waa  very  fiilly  dis- 
cussed, and  especially  by  the  Senator  from  Misaouri, 
[Mr.  BasTOir,]  but  Hr.  W.  had  Uken  no  part  in  this 
discuarion. 

In  the  progresa  of  the  debate  upon  the  reaolution  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  a  aubstitule  was  ofr<-red,  as  an 
amendment,  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Hr.  Bivis.] 
Thia  substitute  waa  advocated  by  that  Senator,  as  in 
consonance  with  the  President's  recommendation,  to 
render  the  legtslalioD  of  Congress  in  the  colleetlon  of 
the  federal  revenue  aitxiliary  to  Ibe  aupprcaalon  of  all 
nutea  of  a  Baaaller  denomination  than  twenty  dolbra,  and 
a  conaequent  enlai^ement  of  the  circulation  of  gold  and 
allver.  The  Senator  from  Virginia  had  reganled  the 
Treasury  order  aa  a  temporary  measure,  to  meet  •  pres- 
sing emergency,  and  as  having  In  a  great  degree  per- 
formed its  office. 

Mr.  W.  had  still  refrained  from  embarking  in  the  dii- 
cusaion  upon  tbia  question.  Several  Senators,  however, 
had  expraesed  their  opiniont,  and  great  difBculties  appear- 
ed to  be  prcaentcd  agalnat  any  aatiaraetory  adjustment  of 
this  question.  Under  these  circumstances,  several  Sen- 
•tora,  now  wiihin  the  aound  of  liia  voice,  had  proposed  to 
him  (Mr,  W.)to  refer  both  resoIuUons  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands.  To  this  reference,  Hr.  W.  said,  he 
had  at  first  objected,  upon  the  grounds  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Landa  waa  engaged  in  the  Uborioue  exam- 
ination of  another  quenfon,  and  that  the  subject  of  des- 


ignating the  funds  receivable  for  the  public  dues  be- 
longed more  appropriately  to  the  Commtttce  on  Finance. 
Upon  further  eonniltation,  however,  with  aeveral  Sena- 
tors friendly  to  the  administration,  Mr.  W.  bad  at  length 
reluctantly  asaented  to  the  proposed  reference  which 
was  accordingly  made  by  the  vote  of  the  Senate,  inda* 
ding  that  of  the  Senator  Iram  Mlaaouri,  [Mr.  BsvreB.] 
No  other  report  than  that  which  waa  made,  ao  fiir  as  Hr. 
W.  was  concerned,  could  have  been  anticipated!  for  to 
every  Senator  with  whom  Hr.  W.  had  converaed,  he 
bad  expreased  bis  concurronce  in  the  provisions,  subatan- 
tially,  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  IVom  Virginia,  [Hr. 
KiviSi]  and  at  the  last  aesHon,  when  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  [Hr.  BaaToa]  introduced  a  resolution  requi- 
ring paymenta  of  the  pnblie  landa  in  gold  and  silver  only, 
the  Senate  would  well  recdiect  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  bad 
then  expressed  bia  opposition  to  that  reaolution,  and  so 
had  a  majority  of  the  Senators  now  composing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Landa.  Wtien,  then,  ihe  Senator  from 
Missouri  voted  for  this  reference,  he  could  not  justly 
have  anticipated  any  other  report  than  that  which  waa 
made  by  the  committee.  Why,  then,  did  the  Senator 
from  Hiasouri  vote  for  this  reference,  and  then  denounce 
the  committee  for  makii^  the  only  report  which  he 
eoald  bare  expected,  in  eonfomity  with  their  previoua- 
ly  avowed  opinions?  Mr.  W.  aald  it  became  his  duty, 
as  chsirman  of  this  commillee,  and  as  their  organ,  to  re- 
port a  bill  containing  substantially  the  proviaioni  of  the 
reaolution  of  the  Senator  from  Yirginia.  Again,  the 
subject  had  been  diseuased  In  the  Senate,  but  Mr.  W. 
had  not  participated  in  the  debate;  and  the  bil^  by  a 
large  majority,  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
readingt  and  now,  when,  by  the  usual  lulesof  parliament- 
ary debate,  the  contest  might  well  be  considered  aa  ter- 
minated, the  Senator  from  Miasouri,  [Hr.  Bbittoit,]  br. 
fore  the  vote  on  the  final  paaiage,  had  made  a  very  elab- 
orate arvuroeiit  against  the  measure.  To  all  this  Mr. 
W.  would  make  no  objection)  but  when  that  Senator, 
havii^  ezhanated  the  argument,  or  having  nunc  to  oflTer, 
had  indulged  in  violent  and  intemperate  denunciation 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Ijknds,  and  of  the  report 
made  by  liim  as  their  organ,  Mr.  W.  could  not  withhold 
the  expression  of  his  surprise  and  astoniihment.  Mr. 
W.  said  it  waa  his  good  fortune  to  be  upon  terms  of  the 
kindest  personal  intercourse  with  every  Senator,  and 
iheae  friendly  relations  should  nut  be  interrupted  by  any 
aggreasion  upon  his  part.  And  now,  Mr.  W.  aud,  he 
called  upon  the  whole  Senate  to  bear  witness,  as  he  was 
sure  they  all  cheerfully  would,  thai  in  thia  controversy 
he  waa  not  the  a|^fresanr,  and  that  nothing  had  been 
done  or  aaid  by  him  to  provoke  the  wrath  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  unless,  indeed,  to  differ  from  him  in  opin- 
ion upon  any  subject  constituted  an  offence  in  the  mind 
of  that  Senator.  If  auch  were  the  viewa  of  that  gentle- 
man, if  be  was  prepared  to  immolate  every  Senator  who 
would  not  wwship  the  same  imagea  of  goM  and  aiiver 
which  decorated  the  polittcat  chapel  or  the  honorable 
gentleman,  Mr.  W.  waa  fearful  that  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  would  do  execution  upon  every  member  of  the 
Senate  but  himself,  and  be  left  here  alone  in  his  glory. 
Hr.  W.  said  he  recurred  to  the  remarks  bf  tbe  Senator 
from  Miasouri  with  feelings  of  regret,  rather  than  of  an- 
ger or  excitement)  and  that  he  could  not  but  hope,  that 
when  the  Senator  from  Miasouri  hsd  calmly  reflected 
upon  this  subject,  be  would  himself  see  much  to  regret 
in  tbe  course  he  had  pursued  in-  relalioD  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Land^  and  much  to  recall  that  he  bad 
uttered  under  feelinga  of  temporary  exdtement.  Sir, 
(said  Mr.  W.,)  being  deeply  solicitous  to  preserve  un- 
broken the  ranka  of  the  democratic  party  in  this  body, 
participating  wiih  the  people  in  gr«teful  recollection  of 
the  distinguished  services  rendered  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  to  tbe  dcmocney  of  tht  Union,  he  would  paas 
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by  many  of  ihe  renwrks  made  by  tbftt  Sentior  on  thii 
tubject. 

[Mr.  B»TOK  here  row  from  hii  chftir,  And  demand- 
ed,  vUb  much  wwrmtb,  Uutt  Hr.  Walksm  should  not  . 
{MM  by  one  of  tbem.  lir.  W-  uked.  What  one?  Mr.  . 
B.  repKed,  in  tn  ancry  tear*  Not  one,  nr*  Then  Mr. 
W.  said  be  vould  examine  tbem  ell,  and  in  a  apirit  of 
perfect  freedomi  that  be  would  endeavor  to  return  blow 
for  blowi  and  that,  tf  the  Senator  from  Niaaouri  deaired, 
u  it  appeared  he  did,  an  angry  controveray  with  bim,  in 
all  ita  conaeqiwneeib  in  and  out  of  tbia  Houae,  be  oould  be 
fratiiied.] 

Sir,  (aakl  Mr.  W.,)  why  haa  the  Senator  flmn  Mtaaou- 
ri  aniled  the  Committee  on  Publie  Ijinda,  and  himself, 
as  ita  humble  organ  f  He  was  not  the  author  of  this  meaa- 
ure,  ao  much  denounced  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri^ 
nor  had  he  said  one  word  upon  the  tubject.  The  mea*. 
ure  originated  with  the  Senator  from  Vire'mia,  [Hr. 
BiTu.  ]  He  was  the  author  of  the  measure,  and  had  been, 
and  stiU  wai,  its  able,  zealous,  and  successful  advocate. 
Wby,  then,  had  the  Senator  from  Misaouri  assailed  him, 
(Mr.  W.,)andpermiltedUieauthorofthemeaauretoes- 
cape  unpunidica?  Sir,  are  the  arrows  which  appear  to 
be  aimed  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  at  the  bumble 
organ  of  the  Commiltee  on  Public  lands,  who  reported 
this  bill,  intended  to  inflict  a  wound  in  another  quarter? 
la  one  Senator  the  apparent  object  of  assault,  when 
another  is  designed  as  the  real  victim?  Sir,  when  the 
Senator  from  Miasouri,  without  any  provocation,  like  a 
thundeH>olt  from  an  unclouded  sky,  broke  upon  the 
Senate  in  a  perfect  tempeat  of  wrath  and  fury,  bursting 
uponbia  poor  head  like  a  tropical  tornado,  did  he  in- 
tend to  aweep  before  the  avenging  storm  another  indi,- 
vidual  more  obnoxious  to  his  censure? 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,}  the  Senator  from  Missouri  bu 
llirice  repeated  the  prayer,  "  Godaave  the  country  from 
the  Comnuttee  on  Public  Lands;"  but  Mr.  W.  fully  be* 
lievcd  that  if  the  prayer  of  the  country  could  be  beard 
within  these  walli^  it  would  be,  God  save  as  from  the 
wild,  vinonsry,  ruinous,  and  impracticable  schemes  of 
the  Senator  of  Missouri,  for  exclusive  gold  and  silver 
currencyi  and  such  is  not  only  the  prayer  of  the  coun- 
try, but  of  the  Senate,  with  scarcely  a  dissenting  voice. 
Sir,  if  Ihe  Senator  from  Missouri  could,  by  hia  mandate, 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  views  of  the  President,  here- 
tofore expressed,  swerp  from  existence  all  the  baoka  of 
the  Statea,  and  eatabliab  bis  exclutive  coiiatituthMial  cur- 
rency of  gold  and  nlver,  he  would  brwg  upon  thii  coun- 
try scenea  of  ruin  and  distreea  without  a  parallel— an  im- 
mediate bankruptcy  of  nearly  every  debtor,  and  of  al- 
most every  creditor  to  whom  large  amounts  were  due, 
a  prodigious  drpreciatioo  in  the  price  of  all  property 
and  all  products,  and  an  immediate  cessation  by  Statea 
and  individuals  of  nearty  every  work  of  private  enter- 
prise or  public  improvement.  The  country  would 
be  involved  in  one  universal  bankruptcy,  and  near 
the  grave  of  the  nation's  prosperity  would  perhaps 
repose  the  scattered  fragments  of  thoae  great  and 
glorious  institutions  which  give  happiness  to  millions 
herr,  and  hopes  to  millions  more  of  disentbralment  from 
despotic  power.  Sir,  in  resistance  to  the  power  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  oppoution  to  the  re-estab- 
lishmcnt  of  any  simlter  institution,  the*8enator  from  Mis* 
•onri  wouM  find  Mr.  \V.  with  himt  but  be  could  not 
eulist  as  a  recruit  in  this  new  crusade  against  the  banks 
of  his  own  and  every  other  State  in  the  Union.  These 
institutions,  whether  fur  good  or  evil,  srr  created  by  the 
States,  cherished  and  austtuned  by  them,  in  many  cases 
owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  States,  and  closely  uni- 
ted with  their  prospentyt  and  what  right  have  weto  de> 
itroy  them?  What  rigtit  had  he,  a  humble  servant  of  the 
people  of  Missisaippi,  to  say  to  bis  own,  or  any  other 
State,  ymu  State  l^IslaOon  ii  wrong^your  State  fnati* 


tutions,  ^our  State  banks,  must  be  annihilated,  and  we 
will  legialate  here  to  effect  this  object.  Are  we  the 
maaters  or  servants  of  the  sovereign  States,  that  we  dare 
speak  to  them  in  language  like  this — that  we  dare  at- 
tempt to  proatrate  here  tho^e  institutions  which  are  cre- 
ated and  oiauitained  by  thoee  very  Statea  wMob  we  ifp> 
resent  on  this  floor?  These  may  be  the  (pinions  enter- 
tained by  some  Senators  of  their  duty  to  the  States  they 
represent,  but  they  were  not  his  (Mr.  W's)  views  or  his 
opinions.  He  was  sincerely  desirous  to  co-operate  with 
his  State  in  limiting  any  dangeroua  powers  of  the  banks, 
in  enlarging  the  circulation  of  gold  and  ulver,  and  in 
aupprcssing  the  small-note  ourrency,  so  u  to  avoid  that 
explosion  which  was  to  be  apprehended  from  excessive 
issues  of  bank  piper.  Bat  a  total  annihilation  of  all  th« 
banks  of  bis  own  State,  now  possessing  a  chartered  cap- 
ital of  near  forty  milliona  of  dollar.",  would,  Hr.  W. 
knew,  produce  almoat  universal  bankruptcy,  and  was 
not,  he  believed,  anticipated  by  any  one  of  his  constit- 
ents. 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  tells  us  that  this  ncas* 
ure  of  the  committee  is  a  repeal  of  (he  eonstitulkm,  by 
authorizing  the  receipt  of  paper  money  in  revenue  pay- 
ments. If  ao,  then  the  eonatituiioo  never  baa  bad  an  ex- 
iatencet  for  the  period  cannot  be  designated  when  pa- 
per money  was  not  so  receivable  by  the  Federal  Oov- 
ernment.  This  species  of  money  waa  expressly  made 
receivable  for  the  publie  duea  by  an  act  of  Coogreas, 
passed  immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitu* 
tion,  and  which  remained  in  force  until  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eleven.  It  was  so  received,  aa  a  matter  of  prac- 
tice, from  e'^bteen  hundred  and  eleven  until  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixteen,  when,  again,  hyan  act  of  Congresa 
then  paued,  and  which  baa  just  expired,  it  waa  so  au- 
thorized to  he  received  during  all  that  period.  Now, 
although  these  acts  have  expired,  there  is  that  which  ia 
equivalent  to  a  law  atill  in  force,  exprcaaly  authwixing 
the  notes  of  the  apeue-paying  banka  of  the  Statea  to  be 
received  in  revenue  paymenta.  It  la  the  JmnI  resolution 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  adopted  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  approved  by  President  Madi- 
son.   That  joint  rrsolution  ia  in  these  words: 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  lie  here- 
by it,  required  aifd  directed  to  adopt  auch  measures  as 
be  may  deein  necessary  to  cauae,  aa  soon  as  may  be,  all 
duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  be- 
coming payable  to  the  United  States,  to  be  oolleclcd 
and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States  or 
Treasory  notei^  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea,  as  by  law  provided  and  declared,  or  In  Dotca  of 
banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  (be 
aaid  leg^al  currency  of  the  United  States)  and  that,  from 
and  afier  the  30th  day  of  February  next,  no  auch  duties, 
taxea,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming 
payable  to  the  United  States  aa  aforesaid,  ought  to  he 
collected  or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes^  or  nolea 
of  the  Bank  of  Ihe  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banka 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  In  the  said  legal 
currency  of  the  United  States. 

Commenting  upon  thia  resolution,  the  Senator  from 
Mitsourt,  in  hia  speech  of  December  last,  declared: 

"This  is  the  law,  continued  Mr.  Benton,  and  nothing 
can  be  plainer  than  the  right  of  aetcctton  whidi  it  gives 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  1'reasury." 

"  The  words  of  the  law  are  cleart  the  practice  under 
it  haa  been  uniform  and  uninterrupted  from  the  date  of 
iu  paaaage  to  the  preaent  dny.  Fur  twenty  yeart>,  and 
under  tltree  Presidents,  sll  the  Secretaries  of  the  Tress- 
ury  hare  a^ted  alike.  Each  has  made  selections,  per- 
mitting the  notes  of  some  specie-paying  hanks  to  be  re- 
ceived, and  forbiddn^  others." 

Here  this  joint  rcMlutlon  ia  admitted  by  the  Senator 
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from  liinouri  to  be  "the  law,"  tod  tbat  the  prtotice 
under  it  hu  been  unibrro  to  receire  ibe  notei  of  specie- 
paying  banks,  ir,  then,  to  authorize  the  reception  of 
the  notei  of  apecie^pajring  banks  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic dues  be  a  Tiolalion  of  the  constitution,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  eoiiititution  ncrcr  bat  badanyexiatenoe,  except 
hi  the  gfriden  irisionsof  th«  honorable  Benatw  from  Mw- 
soart.  Sir,  what  nH>re  b  dune  by  the  bill  reported  from 
the  Commiltee  on  Public  Lands,  and  now  oraered  to  be 
enitiossed  by  the  Senate,  than  had  been  already  aeeom- 
pKahed  by  the  jdnt  resolution  of  1816?  Thil  bill,  as 
thus  engrossed,  is  aa  follows: 

**An  act  designating  and  limiting  Ibe  funds  receivable 
for  the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 

**Be  it  tnaeied  l>y  tie  Senate  and  ffoute  of  Represenla- 
tiva  of  the  Unittd  Siclea  of  America  in  Congreat  attem- 
bted.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  here- 
by is,  required  to  adopt  such  measures  aa  he  may  deem 
necBMary  to  effect  a  colleotioo  of  the  public  revenue 
of  tbe  United  States  wbetber  arMng  from  duties, 
taxes.  debt%  or  sales  lands,  in  the  manner  and 
on  the  prineiplea  herein  provided:  tbal  ts^  that  no 
aucb  duties,  taxes,  debts^  or  sums  of  money,  payible  for 
lands,  shall  be  collected  or  received  otherwise  than  in 
tbe  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notea  of 
hanks  which  are  psyable  and  paid  on  demand  in  tbe  said 
legal  currency  of  the  United  Status  under  the  following 
restrietioni  and  conditions  in  regard  to  such  notes,  to 
wit:  from  and  after  tbe  passage  of  this  act,  the  iM>tca  of 
no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  circulate  bills  or  notes  of 
a  teas  denomination  than  five  dollara  ahall  be  received 
on  account  of  the  public  daesi  and  from  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  Ibe  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  circulate 
bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomioaUon  than  ten  dollars  shall 
be  so  reoelvablei  and  from  and  after  the  tlurtietb  day 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one, 
the  like  prohibition  ahall  be  extended  to  the  notes  of 
an  banks  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars. 

"  Ssc.  3.  ^ndbe  it  further  enadedy  That  no  notes  sliall 
be  received  by  the  collectors  or  receivers  of  the  public 
money  whieb  the  banks  in  which  they  are  to  be  deposit- 
ed shall  not,  under  tbe  supervision  and  control  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  of 
tbe  United  States  as  cash:  Fnmekd,  That  if  any  drpos- 
ite  bank  shall  refuse  to  receive  and  pasa  to  (he  credit  of 
tbe  United  Stales,  as  cash,  any  notea  receivable  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  which  said  bank,  in  tbe  ordi- 
lury  course  of  business,  receives  on  genersl  deposite, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to 
withdraw  the  public  denoaitea  from  said  bank." 

Now,  the  principal  d.nerenee  between  the  provisions 
of  this  bin  and  tbe  joint  resolution  of  1816  conrists  in  tbe 
exclusion  by  the  bill  of  notes  of  small  denominations  from 
revenue  psyoients.  Yet  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
would  leave  ibe  resolution  of  1816  in  full  furcc,  unre- 
pealed, unmodified,  and  yet  objects  to  tbe  measure  now 
before  us.  Tbe  Senator  from  Missouri  would  hive  re- 
main in  force  a  rcaolution  of  Congress,  by  whicb  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  may,  at  bis  discretion,  receive 
for  the  public  duea  bank  notes,  even  of  one  dollari  and 
yet  be  objecU  to  a  measure  by  which  that  discretion  is 
limited  to  the  receipt  of  notes  of  the  higher  denomina- 
tiona.  By  the  resolution,  as  it  stands,  Ibe  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  collect  the  whole  public  revenue  in 
bank  papert  by  the  bill,  as  proposed,  a  portion  of  the 
public  dues  mual  1m  collected  in  gold  and  nlvert  and  yet 
11m  Senator  from  Missouri  object^  and  denouneca  the 
-ammre  aa  a  repeal  ot  the  conatiturion,  by  uilhorixing 
the  payment  or  the  public  dues  In  bank  paper,  aa  if  it 
were  not  authorized  already  by  the  joint  refolatieii  of 


1816,  which,  as  regarda  the  customs,  is  untouched  even 
by  the  Treasury  oraer.  Strange  inconsistency!  nngu- 
lar  delusion!  But  has  it  come  to  this:  that  Congresa bae 
aurrendered  an  unlimited  discretion,  as  regards  the  fund* 
receivable  for  the  public  dues»  into  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  and  must  not  eow  Inteiftref 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Miasoutf,  it  la 
all  right  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  pos- 
sess tbe  discretionary  power  of  receiving  or  rejecting 
bank  paper  in  payment  of  the  public  dueat  of  disorimina-' 
ting  between  different  individuals  and  different  branches 
of  the  public  revcnuet  of  putting  up  and  putting  down 
bank  paper  at  hlapleaaure— but  tbat  for  Congress  to  inter- 
pose and  define  or  limit  that  diaeretJoa  is  a  violatioe  of 
the  constitution.  Thai  for  the  SeereUry  of  tbe  Treasury 
to  rnpilsts  the  currency  st  his  pleasure,  and  put  up  and 
{lutdown  State  banks  and  their  paper,  is  all  rigbttbutthat 
for  Congress  to  limit  and  define  his  power,  m  these  re- 
spects, is  unconstitutional.  Tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury,  then,  must  be  above  Congreas,  and  above  tbe  con- 
stitution, possessing  an  omnipotent,  unchangeable,  irrc- 
veruble  power  on  tbla  subject.  Is  not  the  Senate  as- 
tounded by  tbe  avowal  and  advocacy  of  such  doctrines 
upon  this  floor— doctrines  worthy  of  the  Ptdignaca  of 
France,  and  of  the  Stuarts  of  England,  but  wholly  in- 
compatible with  the  genius  of  our  inslitulions,  and  direct- 
ly contndictory,  as  shall  be  shown  herealler,  to  the 
opinions  upon  this  subject  of  our  patriotic  President' 
Are  the  American  people  prepared  to  austaip  these  doc- 
trines—doctrines  wnieh  are  essentially  monarchical^  wbkh 
take  from  Congress  all  power  over  this  aubjectt  which 
deny  their  authority,  the  authority  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people  and  of  the  States,  and  erect  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  into  a  dictator,  whose  maodales  we  may 
not  control  or  aher  i  Sir,  if  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury 
may  thus  abolish  oar  power  on  thia  aubjed,  and  render 
it  unconstitutional  for  us  to  interfere  with  faia  orders, 
why  msy  not  every  other  Secretary  of  every  other  De- 
partment claim  aimilar  power  and  the  ssmc  exemption 
from  our  control.'  Such  doctrines  are  the  very  essence 
of  despotism,  and  now  for  the  first  time  have  they  been 
openly  avowed  upon  this  floor  and  in  this  country. 
Tell  me  not,  then,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
receive  or  reject  bank  paper  at  his  pleasure!  may  re- 
ceive it,  aa  be  now  does^  for  customs,  and  reject  it  in 
payment  of  the  public  landst  and  that  it  is  uneonatttu- 
tional  for  Congreu  to  regulate,  define,  and  limit,  that 
discretion.  Standing  upon  the  broad  haws  of  tbe  con- 
stitution, he  would  resist  such  doclrinest  for  they  can 
only  be  muntained  by  a  total  overthrow  oif  free  govern- 
ment, and  tlie  esublishment  of  arbitrary  and  despotic 
power. 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  tclb  us  Ibat  he  (Ejects 
to  tbe  bill  of  the  committee  aa  an  act  of  ConncsB,  when 
it  should  have  been  a  raolution.  Sir,  does  that  Senator 
contend  that  in  directions  given  by  Congreas  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  aa  regards  the  funds  receiva- 
ble  for  tbe  public  dues,  there  is  any  distinction  between 
»beit  enaeiedf  and  «  if  rttoltedt  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States^  Tbe  constitution  prescribes  no  aucb 
form,  and  recognisea  no  such  lUstinction.  it  requires 
jwnt  resolutions,  except  for  adjournment,  as  well  as 
laws,  to  be  spproved  by  the  President;  and  when  thia 
is  done,  they  have  the  same  obligatory  energy  in  limit- 
ing and  directing  the  acts  of  our  public  agents.  Sir, 
when  the  Senator  from  Missouri  ut^d  Ibis  new  objec- 
tion, he  seemed  to  bsve  forgotten  his  speech  of  Decem- 
ber last,  in  whicb,  when  commenting  upon  the  joint 
resolution  of  181^  he  declared  "thiaia  tbe  law*"  but 
now  that  Senator  would  have  us  believe  tbat  a  joiitt 
rcaolution  ia  not  equivalent  to  a  law  of  Congress.  But 
if  there  be  this  matinction  between  a  law  and  a  jmnt 
reaohitioi^  in  support  of  this  plea  of  lAatenMnt.  upon 
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which  the  Senator  rrom  MiHouri  now  relics,  it  ihall  be 
^own,  before  tlie  dote  orthig  addrese,  that  the  Senator 
from  Misaouri  has  himaeir,  within  the  la&l  twelve  montb** 
propoaed  bw^,  and  amrndmeiitB  to  lawa,  erpressly  au- 
thorising the  receipt  of  bank  paper  in  payment  of  the 
public  duel;  and,  conaequenlly,  if  his  own  argument  be 
true,  has  proposed  a  repeal  of  the  cotiMitutlon.  Before, 
however,  proceeding  to  this  branch  of  tlie  subject,  let 
me  ask.  if  the  reception  of  bank  paper  in  payment  of 
the  public  dues  be  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  then 
not  only  have  Congress,  but  - this  administration,  and 
every  one  that  preceded  it,  unirornily  violated  the  con- 
stitution. Down  to  the  period  of  the  Treasury  order 
of  July  last,  this  admintalration  has  constantly  received 
bank  paper  in  payownt  of  tbe  federal  revenue,  and  is 
•tilt  receiving  it,  even  under  the  Treaniry  order,  in 
payment  of  customs.  The  argument,  then,  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri,  is  a  bitter  denunciation  of  the  whole 
course  of  the  President  on  this  subject  preceding  the 
Treaaury  order,  and  it  is  also  a  denunciation  of  tbe  pnn- 
ciplea  of  that  order,  so  far  as  it  does  not  exclude  bank 
{wper  io  payment  of  customs.  The  administration  is 
now  receiving  bank  paper  in  payment  of  cuatoms,  and 
no  change  on  this  subject  is  propoaed  fay  the  President  t 
and  yet  the  Senator  fraai  MIsiDuri  tells  us,  that  for  Con- 
grtm  to  authorise  the  reception  of  bank  paper  in  pay- 
ment of  tbe  public  dues  la  to  repeal  the  constitution. 
Here  ia  conclusive  evidence  that  the  Senator  from  Mrs- 
souri  mes  far  beyond  the  viewa  of  tbe  President  upon 
Uiis  subject.  But  the  Senator  trom  Missouri  objects  to 
tbe  proviso  of  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Commitiee  on 
Public  Lands,  authorising  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  withdraw  tbe  depontes  from  any  bank  whicb  refuaea 
(o  pm  to  the  credit  of  the  United  State^  as  cash,  the 
notea  of  such  specie-paying  banks,  receivable  under 
this  bill,  as  the  bank  receives  on  general  deposile.  This 
proviso  IS  a  whuteaoree  restriction  upon  the  abUM  of 
power  by  the  deposite  banks.  It  will  curtail,  and  was 
intended  to  curtail,  the  power  of  the  deposite  banks. 
It  will  arrest  an  odious  monopoly,  by  preventing  the 
deposite  banks  from  making  tbeir  notea  the  only  paper 
receivable  for  the  public  dties)  Ihua  rendering,  for  all 
practical  purposes,  the  Ptpn  of  Ibese  banks  the  only 
currency  of  the  Federal  Oovemment,  to  the  manifest 
inconvenience  of  the  people,  and  tbe  severe  oppression 
of  other  State  banks  equally  as  solvent  as  these  institu- 
tions. It  will  prevent  an  oligarchy  of  deposite  banks 
from  controlling  the  currency,  and  exercinng  a  power 
over  the  prosperity  of  the  country  quite  as  de^wtie  as 
that  poascBsed  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  we 
reject  (his  proviso,  we  shall  only  have  disenthralled  the 
American  people  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutesi 
one  matter,  to  substitute  eighty  masierst  a  combination 
of  which,  uncontrolled  by  this  proviso,  might  hold  in 
their  power  the  prosperity  of  this  nation.  This  same 
power  was  confided,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the 
depositee  to  t^e  S^retary  of  the  Treasury,  as  regards 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Siatesi  sod  the  existence,  as  well 
SI  the  exercise,  of  this  power,  by  that  officer,  was  deem- 
ed»  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  most  wise  and  saluta- 
ry. Tet  the  Senator  from  Missouri  now  objects  to  this 
power,  snd  says  he  would  not  intrust  it  even  to  the  ad. 
ministration  of  the  Preaident  or  of  bit  successor.  In- 
deed! l*he  Senator  from  Missouri  would  not  confide  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  necessary  power  to 
remove  the  public  moneys  from  any  deposite  bank,  thus 
sbusing  its  authority^  and  oppressing  tite  people,  in  the 
contingency  referred  to  in  the  proviso;  and  yet  he  would 
permit  the  joint  resolution  of  1816  to  remain  unrepealed 
and  unmodifiet),  by  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
might,  at  bis  discretion,  regulate  the  whole  currency  of 
the  country,  receive  or  reject  bank  piper  at  his  option, 
change  and  rechange  bii  orders  upon  this  subject,  in- 
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trodnee  or  exclude  the  currency  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
exerciie  over  this  whole  subject  powers  unregulated 
and  uncontrolled.  Sir,  the  Senator  from  Missouri  stopa 
at  the  molehill  of  this  proviso,  whilst  he  surmounts  tbe 
mountain  which  rises  to  our  view,  upon  a  survey  of  the 
enormous  powers  which  that  Senator  would  intrust, 
without  any  regulation,  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary 
of  theTreaaiiry. 

Mr.  W.  said  be  would  now  proceed  to  prove  that 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  had  himself*  originally  pro* 
posed  something  similar  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
which  he  now  denounces  at  a  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion; and  especially  that  be  had  directly  propoaed,  by 
resolution  as  well  as  laws,  to  authorize  tbe  receipt  of 
bank  paper  in  paynoent  of  (he  .public  dueii  and,  until 
very  recently,  limited  himself  to  the  cxcluHon  trf*  notes 
under  twenty  dollars,  as  prnpoaed  by  the  bill  of  tbe 
committee.  And,  first,  Mr.  W.  read  from  tbe  journala 
of  the  Senate,  under  dale  of  tbe  9th  April,  1834,  as 
follows: 

"  The  following  motion,  submitted  by  Mr.  Benton, 
was  considered: 

*■  Rmhtd,  That  a  committee  be  appmnted  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  jointly  with  aueh  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, lo  consider  and  report  to  the  Senate  and  to  the 
House,  respectively,  what  akerationi,  if  any,  arefleces. 
sary  to  be  made  •  •  "  •  *  •  3.  In  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816,  (for  the  belter  collection  of  the  revenue,)  so 
aa  to  exclude  all  bank  notes  under  twenty  dollars  from 
revenue  psyments  aller  a  given  period,  and  to  make  tbe 
revenue  system  of  the  United  BUles  instrumentid  in  the 
gradual  suppression  of  the  small-note  circulation,  and 
the  introduction  of  gold  and  silver  for  the  common  cur- 
rency of  tbe  country." 

Here  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  Senator  froqi  Mis- 
souri then  con«dered  the  joint  resohilion  of  1&16  as 
requiring  alterations  by  Congress,  so  as  "to  exclude  all 
bank  notes  under  twenty  dolurs  from  revenue  payroenta 
after  a  given  period."  Here,  then,  was  a  direct  propo- 
utton,  by  that  Senator,  lo  do  precisely  what  ia  dene  by 
the  bill  of  the  commitiee,  as  regards  tbe  exduinon  from 
revenue  payments  of  notea  only  **  under  twenty  dol- 
lars." Why,  then,  does  the  Senator  now  denounce 
what  was  then  hit  own  project  as  a  repeal  of  Uie  coaali- 
tutionf 

His  project  then  was,  not  as  it  now  is,  to  exclude  all 
but  gold  and  silver  from  revenue  paymenU^  and  cut  loose 
the  Federal  Government  from  tbe  pnpcr  aystem,  but  the 
very  reverse,  namely:  to  authorise  bank  notes  not  under 
twenty  dollars  to  be  received  in  revenue  payments. 
And  how  received?  Why,  by  regulations  (ben  propo. 
led  by  him,  to  be  made  by  ConRress — by  alterations  of 
the  joint  resolution  of  1816.  The  honorable  Senator 
then  also  proposed  to  make  "  the  revenue  aystem  of 
the  United  States  instrumental  in  the  gradual  suppres- 
sion of  the  small-note  circulation,  and  the  introduction 
of  gold  and  silver  for  the  common  currency  of  the  coun- 
try." The  terma  '<common  currency,"  as  distinguiahed 
from  exclusive  currency,  are  italicized  in  tbe  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  and  the  luppression  con- 
fined lo  "the  small-note  circulation."  This  suppression 
of  "tbe  small-note  circulation,"  of  notes  under  twenty 
dollars,  was  to  be  rflTcctrd  by  tbe  instrumenlalitpr  of  tbe 
revenue  system  of  the  United  States.  Now,  M  not  all 
this  precisely  what  ia  proposed  in  tbe  bill  of  the  com- 
mittee f  And  are  not  that  bill  an^  this  reaolution  of  the 
honorable  Senator  BUbatantialiy  tbe  same?  Since  ifata 
period,  a  g^reat  revolution  appears  to  have  taken  place 
in  the  opinion  of  tbe  honorable  Senator,  bolb  aa  regards 
question!  relating  to  the  currency  and  to  constitutional 
law.  Then,  that  Senator  was  aatibfied  to  encourage  the 
circulation  of  bank  notes  not  under^  twenty  dollars,  and 
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In  receive  tht-m  in  revenue  ptymenu.  Now,  nothinf^ 
will  tnsver  his  purpose  but  gold  and  silver;  ind,  to  tu- 
tborize  sny  thing  else  to  be  received  in  revenue  pay- 
menti  it  denounced  as  a  repe »l  of  the  conslilulion !  If 
thii  doctrine  be  iruri  llien  the  Senktor  frum  Uissourt 
■tandl  upon  tlie  Senate  journals  Kir*conTielid  of  an  at- 
tcnnpt  to  repeal  the  conalilution, 

Bui  the  Senator  from  Hisaouri  has  intbodied  Ihe 
twenty-dollar  principle,  as  connected  with  the  Tedrral 
revenue,  in  an  act  or  Congress,  not  a  reanlution. 

Mr.  W.  here  read  from  the  journal))  of  the  Senate,  un- 
der date  of  the  Gth  of  April,  1836,  as  follnwa: 

The  Senate  resumed^  the  connderalion  of  a  bill  en- 
titled *  An  net  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  the  revolutionary  and  other  penilonrrs,' &o*  The 
following  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Uenton,  being 
under  consideration : 

Ssc.  — .  Andbt  it  furl  her  enacted.  That  no  bank  note 
of  less  denomination  than  twenty  duDars  shall  hereafter 
be  ofTered  in  payment,  in  any  case  whatsoever,  in  which 
money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  Statea  or  the  Poet  Of- 
fice Uepartmentt  nor  diallimy  bank  note  of  any  denomi- 
ntlinn  be  so  offered,  unlets  the  tame  ritall  be  piyable 
and  paid  on  demand,  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  at  the  place 
where  iasued,  and  which  shall  not  be  equivalent  to  specie 
at  the  place  where  uffered,  and  convertible  into  gold  or 
silrer  upon  the  spot,  at  thenriU  uFtbe  hinder,  tnd  with- 
out delay  or  lots  lo  him." 

This  Mction  was,  on  the  motion  of  tlie  Senator  from 
Miaiouri,  imbodied  in  the  act  of  Congress  referred  to, 
and  it  now  the  Uw  of  the  Und,  having  puaed  both  Houtei 
of  CODgreas,  and  received  the  sanction  ol  the  Preiident 
lilts  provision,  it  is  true,  it  cbnfined  to  payments  by  the 
United  Siatea.  But  if  the  United  States,  under  this  law, 
are  to  pay  out  bank  notes  not  under  twenty  dollarx,  how 
can  this  be  done  if  they  are  not  authorized  to  receive  such 
notea/  What  ould  be  more  contradictory  than  a  bill,  the 
first  tection  of  which  ahould  authorize  nolei  notunder 
twenty  dollara  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
MCond  section  of  which  should  prohibit  the  United 
States  from  receiving  in  payment  any  thing  but  gold  and 
ailverf  How  could  the  United  States,  by  law,  in  all 
time  to  come,  pay  out  lh«t  which  by  law  they  wire  de- 
barred from  receiving?  The  Senator  from- Missouri, 
then,  has,  by  law,  connected  the  Federal  Government 
with  the  paper  system.  This  section,  adopted  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  llitMNiri,  would  come  in  very 

Eroperly  as  u  additi<Hia1  clause  in  the  bill  now  before  us; 
ut  as  an  additional  proviso  to  the  bill,  which  iIhII  be 
quoted  hereaAer,  proposed  by  thatSenator,  to  re-establish 
a  currency  of  gold  and  silver  lor  the  Federal  Governmcnl, 
it  would  be  ridiculous  and  contradictory. 

Mr.  W.  stated  that  the  Senator  from  Mii^souri  had  still 
further  committed  himsclfonlhissubject.  He  had  not  only 
directly  countenanced  llie  payment  of  the  federal  reve- 
nue in  bank  notets  but  had  himself  proposed,  at  the  lul 
aeaaion,  the  crcaliim  by  Cungrrss,  in  this  Uitlrict,  of  new 
bank*,  authorized  to  issue  notes  nut  less  than  twenty  dol- 
hrt.  Mr.  W.  here  read  from  the  journals  of  the  Senate, 
under  date  of  the  4th  June,  1836,  as  follows: 

"  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  lo 
extend  the  chartera  of  certain  banks  in  the  Ui^trict  of 
Columbia. 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton  to  recummil  the  bill,  with 
iHtnictions  to  report  separate  bills  for  the  ineorpu- 
ration  of  new  banks,  witli  tmall  cnpitaK  adapted  to  the 
capacity  of  the  District  to  sustain  specie  banks,  and 
alrietly  limited  to  the  busincM  of  the  place;  the  said  in- 
corporations to  contain,  among  other  provision*,  tht  fol- 
lowing principles:  4.  1'he  banks  to  issue  no  notes  of 
less  dcnominttinn  (lian  twenty  dollars;  and  all  notes  of 
leasdenominalionthan  twenty  dollars,  by  other  banks,  to 
be  prohibited  from  circuLiiun  wiilitn  tbe  District.  5.  All 


the  notes  and  paper  currency  issued  by  said  banks  to  be 
paid  in  gold  and  ailveri  one  hsifnf  either  at  the  option 
of  the  dcmander,  the  oilier  lulf  at  the  option  of  the 
bank." 

Now,  Mr.  W.  would  ask,  if  Congress  could  by  Uw  et- 
tablitli  even  in  this  District  a  certain  number  of  bank* 
authorized  lo  issue  notes  of  aeertain  denomination,  could 
it  not  exercise  the  smaller  power  of  authorizing  the  re- 
ception of  bank  notes  in  revenue  payments?  But  |.Ur. 
W.  said)  he  quoted  Utis  to  show  that  even  at  this  late 
period  the  Senator  from  Missouri  was  not  prepared  to  do 
eieculion  on  all  banks  and  all  bank  paper.  I'bere  were 
tome  eurioua  matttn  connected  with  these  pro|)OMtians 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri.  His  fifth  proposition  re- 
quired •*  all  notes  and  paper  currency  issued  by  satil 
banks  to  be  paid  in  guld  and  silverione  half  of  either  at 
the  option  of  the  demandcr,  the  other  half  at  the  option 
of  the  bankj"  and  this  same  provision  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator also  proposed  to  apply  lo  "  the  depoMte  banks," 
"  in  consideration  of  being  made  or  continued  depnatto- 
riea  of  the  public  monejrs."  Sir,  tbe  honorable  Sentitur 
from  Hissuuri  would  have  the  banks  pay  in  a  currency 
belter  than  that  required  by  the  constitution.  By  that 
instrument,  gold  or  silver  is  a  legal  tender  in  pa)  ment  of 
debts,  and  a  bank  note  is  only  an  evidence  of  a  debt  due 
by  tbe  bank  to  tbe  holder  of  the  note;  but  the  honorable 
Senator  would  require  the  banks  to  pay  their  notes  in 
guld  and  allver,  one  half  of  each  meul.  When  a  note 
of  a  thousand  dollars  shall  be  presented  to  a  bank  for  re- 
demption in  specie,  it  is  hoped  tbe  honorable  Senator 
will  nut  require  those  of  less  personal  prowess  than  him- 
self to  carry  away  fire  hundred  dollara  in  silver,  when 
the  bank  otherwise  might  pay  the  whole  amount  in  gold. 
Such  equal  division  of  the  precious  meUls,  however 
beautiful  in  theory,  would  be  must  incunvenienl  in 
practice;  and  if  the  honorable  Senator  is  so  equally  at- 
tached to  gold  and  ailvcr  u  to  be  resolved  on  having  a 
preetsely  equal  circulxtion  of  each,  there  it  one  way 
which,  if  it  were  not  presumptuous,  Mr.  W.  could  rec> 
ommend  lo  his  serious  consideration.  It  was  this.  That 
Senator  took  great  delight  in  exhibitinga  new  and  favor- 
ite coin  of  his,  which  he  called  billon.  Mr.  W.  hoped 
he  pronounced  the  word  correctlyt  he  was  sure  the  Sen- 
ator from  Hi'souri  did.  This  coin  was  composed  partly 
of  copper,  and  partly  of  silver,  though  not  peecisely  one 
half  of  each;  the  Senator  having  suHiered  great  injuktice 
to  be  done  to  the  silver,  by  prrmitlingagreat  preponder- 
ance of  copper,  a  very  inferior  metal,  not  recognised  by 
theeonttitutionasatender.  Now,Mr.W.  wouldauggtbt, 
that  if  the  Senator  from  Missouri  would  have  coined  a 
new  species  of  billun,  composed  of  gokl  and  silver, 
precisely  one  half  of  each  In  value,  would  it  not  answer 
his  purpose?  Mr.  W.  would  not  warrant  tbut  it  would 
answer,  but  would  only  suggest  it  to  the  conaideratiun  of 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  as  a  substitute  for  his  pro- 
posed entire  equalisation  of  the  circulation  of  gold  and 
silver,  by  compeUiiig  the  banks  to  redeem  tlieir  notes  in 
one  half  of  each  roeul,  especially  aa  these  bmiks  might 
not  find  it  very  convenient  to  comply  with  these  rcqui- 
atltons,  and  as  a  greater  quantity  of  ene  metal  ttian  of  the 
other  might  find  Its  way,  from  lime  to  time,  out  of  the 
country,  and  thus  deitroy  this  metallic  equilibriiun  of 
the  honorable  Senulor. 

Thus  far  the  Senator  from  Missouri  seemed  to  have 
eonfincd  hit  views  to  the  exclusiouof  notes  under  twenty 
dollara  in  revenue  payments*  But,  on  the  10th  of  June 
last,  he  changed  Iiis  iHuition,  and  introduced  into  iba 
Senate  the  fofiuwing  bill: 

"  A  bill  to  re-eslabli<ih  the  currency  of  the  constitution 
fur  (he  Keilcrbl  (jitvcriimtut. 
**Be  it  enacftd  h>j  the  Senate  and  Uouv-  of  Repreuntt- 
tivci  of  the  United  States  of  Jlmertca  in  Congrat  attcm- 
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bkd,  Thtt  bank  notet  ind  pmprr  currency  of  mrjr  de- 
seriptifMi  ihill  ceue  to  be  received  or  off'ered  in  pay* 
ment,  on  account  of  the  United  Slates,  or  of  the  Post 
Office,  or  in  feei  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  ai 
follows:  of  leas  denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  none 
aner  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1837)  of  U'U  denomination 
than  Rfty  dollars,  none  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1838i 
of  lew  denondnatlon  than  one  hundred  dolhra,  none  af- 
ter the  3d  day  of  March,  1839t  o(  len  denmninathin  than 
live  hondred  dollar*,  none  after  the  3d  day  of  Mareh, 
1810;  of  less  denomination  than  one  thousand  dollant, 
none  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1841;  and  none  of  any 
denomination  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1842. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  far/her  maefed.  That  any  person 
holdini^  an  appointment  under  the  lavs  of  the  United 
States,  and  any  bank  employed  to  keep  public  moneya, 
which  person  or  bank  riiall  ncKlect,  evade,  violate,  con- 
travene, or  in  any  way  elude,  or  attempt  to  elude,  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  a^inst 
the  taws;  and  the  person  so  olTending  shall  be  liable  to 
be  dismissed  from  the  service,  and  the  bank  so  offend- 
inf;  ahall,  on  satisfactory  information,  be  dtieonlinued  as 
a  depository  of  public  moneys." 

And  here  Mr.  W.  would  remark  that,  by  this  bill, 
bank  notes  were  permitted  to  be  received  in  revenue 
payments  until  the  3d  of  March,  1843.  If,  then,  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  be  correct,  (hat 
to  authorize,  by  act  of  Congress,  the  receipt  of  bank 
notes  in  revenue  payments  be  a  repeal  of  th«  conatitu- 
lion,  this  bill  of  the  honorable  Senator  should  have  been 
piitiUed  a  repeal  of  the  constitution  until  the  3il  of 
March,  1843.  The  provisions  of  tbia  bill  were  some- 
what remarkable.  Atl  bank  notes  under  twenty  dollars 
were  immediately  excluded;  the  twenty*dollar  notes, 
being  the  next  greatest  violators  of  the  constitution,  were 
f  Xfcuted  in  Mxrch,  1837i  (hose  of  fifty  dollars  in  March, 
1838t  those  of  one  thousand  dollan  were  reprieved  till 
March,  1841;  and  in  March,  1842,  execution  was  dune 
on  all  "bank  notes  and  paper  currency  of  every  de- 
scription," and  "  the  currency  of  the  constitution"  was 
re-established.  Now,  how  was  this  prodigious  revolu- 
tion to  be  eSteled'  Why,  by  dismisHng  froin  office  any 
oHIeer  of  the  Government  who  ^ould  receive  or  offer  in 
payment  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver,  by  which  all  were 
to  be  excluded  but  converts  to  the  metallic  currency  of 
the  honorable  Senator;  and  by  discontinuing,  as  a  deposi- 
tory of  the  public  meneys,  any  bank  which  should  com- 
mit a  similar  offence.  Now,  does  any  Senator  believe 
that  any  bank  wuuld  accept  tha  depoaiteion  such  terms.' 
That  it  muat  pay  out  the  public  moneya  in  nothing  but 
gold  and  itlver,  and  transfer  the  precious  metals  from 
place  to  place,  thousands  of  miles,  at  the  will  of  the 
Government.  Kecollect  that  nol  only  **bank  notes," 
but  also  '*  paper  currency  of  every  description,"  ia  ex- 
cluded by  thiabill;  and,  consec^uently,  bank  drafts  would 
be  as  effectually  refused  by  tins  bill  as  bank  notes.  In- 
deed, the  authority  to  receive  "  funds,"  Eastern  or  West- 
ern, frwB  any  bank,  conatiiutes  one  of  the  Senator's  ob- 
jections to  the  bill  of  the  committee.  Let  us  suppose, 
then,  that  the  Government  has  two  millions  in  silver  at 
Natches,  which  it  desires  at  four  different,  points,  each 
one  thousand  mtlea  distant.  Will  it  transpovt  these 
wagon  loads  of  silver  from  point  to  point,  where  the 
money  is  wanted  by  the  Government^  for,  recollect  the 
Government  must  have  the  hard  money,  for  it  is  to  pay 
out  aa  well  as  receive  nothing  but  this.  Is  this  practi- 
c^le,  or  b  there  a  bank  in  (he  Union  that  would  accept 
the  depoaitea  on  such  terms  as  these  *  The  banks  are  to 
be  continued  by  this  bill  aa  depoaitories  of  the  public 
moneys^  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government,  and  yet 
we  are  to  reject  the  paper  of  our  own  agents.  'I'he 
amount  of  the  public  revenue  of  last  year  was  forty-arven 
niiUior.9  of  dollars.    Nnw,  all  (hit  we  are  to  intrust  to 


the  custody  of  tbe  banks;  we  are  to  trust  them  to  the 
amount  of  forty-seven  millions  of  dolUn,  and  yet  refuse 
to  receive  any  portion  of  their  paper;  or,  in  other  word^ 
tmst  them  for  forty-seven  millions  of  dolbrs,  and  refuse 
them  credit  even  for  a  twenty-dolUr  nole.  We  are  first 
askFd  to  employ  the  banks  sa  fiscal  agents,  and  then  set 
about  the  work  of  their  destruction.  Sir,  the  passage  of 
this  bill  would  insure  the  abandonment  of  the  depoaite 
bank  sj-atem;  and,  aa  fiscal  agents  we  must  have,  it  would 
insure  the  re-rstabli^ment  of  a  Bank*  of  the  United 
States,  with  all  its  oppressive  powers.  And  here  let 
me  ask,  can  any  thing  be  more  inconsistent,  as  wfII  as 
impracticable,  than  to  employ  the  State  banks  u  fiscal 
agents,  as  depositories  "of  the  public  moneys,  and  yet  re- 
ject their  psper'  If  it  be  unconstitutional  to  receive  one 
dollar  of  the  public  dues  in  the  paper  of  any  bank,  ia  it 
not  equally  unconstitutional  to  make  these  unconstitu- 
tional banks,  issuing  this  unconstitutional  currency,  our 
fiscal  agents  for  the  whole  amount  of  our  revenue,  by 
bank  credits?  Under  our  depoaite  bill,  when  we  con- 
fide money  to  a  deposite  bank,  have  we  not  previously 
taken  \'»  bond  to  repay?  And  if  we  tske  its  bond,  why 
not  its  paper?  Sir,  to  carry  out  the  gentleman's  doc- 
trine, he  should  discard  the  deposite  banks  aa  fiscal 
agents,  and  employ  hundreds  of  separate  individual 
agents,  conatantly  traveraing  the  country  in  all  direc- 
tions, with  mules  or  w*gon«^oaded  with  gold  anA  silver. 
Such  a  system,  and  to  this  it  would  come,  would  requira 
an  arm^  of  agents  greater  than  our  whole  standing  army, 
to  receive,  transfer,  and  disburee,  the  forty-seven  millions 
of  gold  and  silver,  the  amount  of  thia  year's  federal  rev- 
enue. Such  a  system  would  enlarge  (he  patronage  and 
power  of  the  General  Government  to  an  almost  unlimit- 
ed extent,  and,  if  successful,  paralyse  the  State  Govern- 
ment!^ by  tbe  destruction  of  Stale  banks.  State  credit, 
and  State  inalitutiona.  But  tbe  whole  system  is  imprac- 
ticable; and  it  ia  time  that  the  country  shuuld  know  that 
such  is  the  opinion  of  the  whole  Senate,  with  the  single 
exception  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  himself.  Sir, 
that  Senator  may  rally  three  or  four  votes  against  the 
biH  of  the  committee,  but  it  will  be  from  objections  to 
the  details  of  the  measure,  and  not  because  tbey  adopt 
the  opinions  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  on  this  subject. 
If  the  conatitution  ia  repealed  by  the  reception  of  bank 
notes  in  revenue  payments,  why  did  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  never  come  to  tbe"  rescue  till  the  lOlh  of 
June,  t836{  and  why  did  he  then  permit  the  session  to 
pass  by  without  any  vote  upon  the  measure;  and  why 
has  he  not  reintroduced  it  at  (his  sesaionf  The  fact  is, 
and  the  country  ^ould  know  it,  that  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  can  get  no  vote  for  this  bill  of  hii^  except  hia 
own.  Now,  at  (hii  moment,  he  may  bring  it  fora^ard, 
or  at  any  period  of  the  aession;  we  are  anxious  he  should 
do  BO;  and  all  we  ask  is  a  vote  by  ayes  and  noes,  to  show 
the  American  people  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
stands  alone  on  thia  subject.  Now,  the  measure  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  is  not  only  impracticable,  but  de- 
feats the  great  object  of  suppressing  tbe  tmall-note  cur- 
rency, and  enlarging  the  circuhlion  of  gold  and  ailver. 
Tbe  Federal  Government,  aided  by  tis  revenue,  by  tbe 
depositories  of  its  money,  and  by  Stste  legislation,  might 
gradually  suppress  ail  bank  notes  under  twenty  dollars, 
and  gold  and  silver  would  then  necessarily  fill  the  vacu- 
um, and  constitute  tbe  common  currency  of  the  country 
in  the  ordin«ry  transactions  between  the  dealer  and  con- 
sumer. This  Would  diaarm  the  State  banks  of  nearly  all 
power  to  do  evil,  arrest  excessive  issues  of  bank  paper, 
substitute  gold  and  silver  for  all  that  great  portion  of 
the  circulation  of  banks  which  conaitts  of  notes  under 
twenty  dollam,  render  and  preserve  the  banks  sound  and 
aolvent,  our  currency  stable,  and  put  an  end  to  all  ap- 
prehension of  that  explosion  of  tlie  paper  ^atcm  with 
which  many  believe  we  are  nuw^  threatened.  Thia 

Digitized  by  Google 


631 


m2 


SmATK.]  TVeonry  Ciratfar.  38,  18C7. 


WM  a  pnteticat  refortn  of  the  currency,  iml  one  which 
(Hr.  W.  aaid)  he  wu  deeply  wlicitouB  to  aee  eflfectedi 
but  it  Can  otriy  be  effected  by  tbe  coHipcratton  with  Con- 
grcH  oFthe  Slate  Legislatures.  The  reform*  too,  must 
be  by  gradual  and  successive  steps.  Therefore,  the  bill 
only  proposed  the  refusal  of  the  five-dollar  notes  after 
tbe  30tb  December,  1839^  and  the  refnsal  of  tbe  ten-doU 
lir  notes  after  the  SOtb  December,  1841,  periods  when 
Congress  will  be  in  session;  and  if  the  States  will  not 
then  co-operate  with  us  in  (his  reform,  we  must,  as  the 
repreaenUtiTcs  of  their  wUbei^  repeal  or  oiodify  tbe 
measure. 

But  will  the  measure  of  thi  Senator  from  Hisaouri  ef- 
fect any  useful  purposed  It  holds  out  lothe.State  banks 
no  inducemenU  to  suppress  their  small-note  currrncy.  It 
is  ■  dedaration  of  war  by  this  Government  sfcainst  the 
people  of  the  States  and  the  banks  of  ihe  States.  It 
demands  tbst,  out  ufa  gold  and  silver  currency  in  circu- 
lation, of  twenty-eight  millions,  (as  estimated  by  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,)  we  should  pay  in  this  cur- 
rency a  revenue  of  forty-aeveo  millions,  according  to 
the  rsccipti  of  this  year.  It  demands,  then,  an  Impossi- 
bility, unleM  an  explosion  of  the  State  banks  is  created 
by  onuning  them  of  their  specie.  It  demands  that  this 
gold  and  ailver  be,  at  all  the  various  poinis  of  collection 
or  payment,  at  all  times,  in  auflf>cient  guantiiies  to  make 
these  revenue  payments  and  disbursements  also.  _  It 
would  withdraw  gold  and  ailver  from  general  circulation, 
and  confine  its  use  almost  wholly  to  revenue  payments 
and  disbursements.  It  is^  finally,  an  eflTurt,  on  the  part 
of  this  Government,  to  render  all  the  notes  of  all  tbe  State 
banjcs  uncurrent  within  the  limits  of  the  States,  and  is 
equivalent  to  a  demand  made  by  Congress  upon  the 
State  banks  to  surrender  their  charters,  or  upon  the 
State  Legislalurea  to  repeal  themi  and  Mr.  W.  said 
be  had  never  been  authorized  by  the  State  of  Mississippi 
to  demand,  in  their  name,  a  repeal  or  overthrow  of  any 
at  their  State  inatitutione.  To  the  extent  that  he  was  now 
willing  to  gp,  Hr.  W.  nid  he  had  distinctly  expressed 
himself  in  an  address  preceding  his  election:  in  favor  ol 
the  abandonment  of  the  small-note  currency,  in  favor  of 
receiving  the  notes  "  fur  larger  amounU"  *■  of -the  sol- 
vent State  banks,"  for  *'all  dues  to  the  National  Guv- 
ernmenli"  in  favor  of  the  enlargement  of  (he  circulation 
of  gold  and  silver,  and  against  '*an  exclusively  metallic 
currency."  Mr.  W.  said,  having  been  elecicd  with  the 
open  avowal  of  these  doctrines,  he  hoped  he  stood  not 
OR^  upon  the  basis  of  bis  own  previously  expressed 
views,  but  also  upon  those  of  his  eonriituents,  in  sup- 
porting the  present  bill,  and  opposing  llul  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri. 

It  remains  now  to  be  shown  (said  Mr.  W.)  that  this 
bill  is  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  policy  and  recom- 
mendation of  tbe  Prevdent,  and  is  nmilar  to  other  meas- 
ures which  have  received  his  lanetion.  In  the  messsge 
of  December,  1634,  the  President  declared  as  fullows: 

**  The  State  banks  are  found  fully  adequate  to  the 
performance  of  all  servicea  which  were  required  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  quite  as  promptly,  and  with 
tbe  lame  cheapness. 

<•  The  attention  of  Congress  is  earnestly  invited  to  the 
regulation  of  the  depositea  in  tbe  Sute  banks  by  law. 
Although  (be  power  now  exereiaed  by  the  executive  de* 
partment  in  Ihii  behalf  ii  only  such  aa  was  uniformly  ex- 
erted through  every  administration,  from  the  origin  of 
the  Government  up  to  the  eatablisliment  uf  the  present 
bank,  yet  it  is  one  which  is  susceptible  of  regulation  by 
law,  and  therefore  ought  so  to  be  regulated-  Those 
inatitutions  have  already  shown  themselves  competent  to 
purchase  and  furnish  domestic  exchange  for  the  conve- 
nience of  trade,  at  reasonable  rateit  atu  no  doubt  is  en- 
tertained that  in  a  short  period  all  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try in  bank  iccommodationa  iml  exchange  will  be  ittp- 


plied  as  promptly  and  as  cheaply  as  they  liave  heretofore 
been  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutcs.  If  tbe  several 
States  shall  be  induced  gradually  to  reform  their  banking 
systems,  and  prohibit  the  issue  of  all  small  notes,  w« 
shall  in  a  few  years  have  a  currency  as  sound,  and  as  lit- 
tle liable  to  fluetuattont,  as  any  other  commercial  coun- 
try." 

Here  are  several  facts  and  principles  distinctly  stated 
by  the  President.  First,  that  the  SUle  banks  could  per- 
form all  the  services  required  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  Second,  that  the  depositea  in  the  Siatc  banks 
should  be  regulated  "by  law,  and  as  tittle  discretion  as  re- 
gards the  banks  left  with  the  Executive  as  possible. 
Thirdly,  the  recommendation  to  tbe  States  of  a  gradual 
suppreuioo  of  the  issue  of  small  notes  and  the  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  that,  with  this  reform,  the  S'ate  banks 
could  furnish  a  sound  currency.  Now,  alt  this  is  In  ex- 
act concurrency  with  (he  bill  of  the  committee,  and  di- 
rectly contradictory  of  the  views  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri. So  far  from  devring  tbe  destruction  of  the  State 
banks,  tbe  PreiMent  considered  their  services  indtspen- 
aable,  as  depotitories  of  tbe  public  moneys  and  fiscal 
sgentfl.  So  far  from  opposing  regulation*  by  Congress 
on  Ibis  subject,  and  restrictions  of  executive  power,  the 
President  Kliatinctly  recommended  it.  So  far  from  dc- 
Mring  tbe  establishment  of  an  exclusive  gold  and  silver 
currency,  and  the  exclusion  of  the  notes  of  all  Slate 
banka  from  revenue  paymenli^  the  President  desired 
only  tbe  suppression  of  small  notes,  and  expressed  the 
opinion  that,  with  this  refunn,  tbe  State  banks  eould  for* 
nish  a  sound  eurrency,  and  of  course  safely  and  proper- 
ly receivable  in  revenue  payments. 

Again,  in  the  message  of  December,  1835,  the  Preat- 
dent  declared  as  follows: 

"  It  has  been  seen  (bat,  without  the  agency  of  a  great 
moneyed  monopoly,  the  revenue  can  be  collected,  and 
conveniently  and  sMely  applied  to  all  the  purposes  of 
tbe  public  expenditure.  It  is  also  ascertained  that,  in- 
stead of  being  aecesaarily  nude  to  promote  the  evils  of 
an  unchecked  paper  system,  the  management  of  tbe  rev- 
enue can  be  made  auxiliary  to  the  reform  which  the  Le- 
gislatures of  several  of  tbe  States  Itave  already  commenced 
in  regard  to  the  suppression  of  small  bills,  and  which  bsa 
only  to  be  fostered  by  proper  regulations  on  the  part  oT 
Congress  to  secure  a  practical  return,  to  the  extent  re- 
quired for  the  security  of  the  currency,  to  tbe  eonrtitu* 
tional  medium.  Severed  from  the  Government  as  pirfil- 
ical  engines,  and  not  susceptible  of  dangerous  extenaion 
and  combination,  the  State  banks  will  not  be  tempted, 
nor  will  they  have  the  power  which  we  have  seen  exer- 
cised, to  divert  the  public  funds  from  the  legitimate  pur- 
poses uf  (he  Government.  The  collection  and  custody 
^f  (he  revenue  being,  on  the  contrary,  a  source  of  credit 
to  them,  will  inereaae  the  security  wb'wb  the  StaUs  pro- 
vide for  a  faithful  execution  of^  their  trusts,  by  multi- 
plying the  scrutinies  to  which  their  operations  and  ac- 
counts will  be  subjected.  Thus  disposed,  as  well  front 
interest  as  the  obligations  of  their  charters,  it  cannot  be 
doubled  that  such  conditions  as  Congress  may  see  fit  to 
adopt  respecting  the  depositee  in  these  institutions,  with 
a  view  to  the  gradual  disuse  of  the  small  biiK  will  be 
cheerfully  complied  with)  and  that  we  shall  soon  rain* 
in  place  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United  Slates,  a  practical  re- 
form in  Ihe  whole  paper  ^rstem  nf  tbe  citanlry.  If,  by 
this  policy,  we  can  uhimattly  witness  llie  suppression 
of  all  bank  bills  below  twenty  dollsrs  it  is  apparent  that 
gold  and  silver  will  take  their  place,  and  become  the 
principal  circulating  medium  in  the  common  bivneas  of 
the  farmers  and  mechanics  of  tbe  country-" 

Here  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  exclusion  of  (he 
notes  of  tbe  State  banks  from  revenue  payment^  and 
tbe  establisbnent  of  an  exclusive  netallic  eurreocy, 
ffcre  not  contemplated  by  the  Pmidcni.   On  tbe  con- 
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trsryt  fail  viewi  were  limited  to  the  pftduil  nipprcMion 
and  dilute  "of  M  bink  bills  below  twentjr  dollsri,"  u 
the  only  true  practical  refonn  "  ultimately"  to  be  lecom- 
plbhed.  And  how  did  the  Preiident  propoac  iccom- 
plishing  this  reform }  Why,  by  tueh  regulitioiu,  by  Con- 
gren,  in  the  mintgement  of  the  revenue  and  cuttody  of 
the  depoiitei^  u  would  prove  luziliary  to  State  legisla- 
tion in  effeeting  thii  object.  Now,  ii  not  Uie  bill  m  the 
committee  prectiely  in  accordance  with  thcM  viewa  of  the 
Preiidentf  Does  not  Ihii  bUl  propoae  Mich  regulalions 
beins  made  in  the  manafrement  of  the  revenue  as  will, 
if  aided  by  State  leg'iilation,  suppress  the  circulation  of 
all  notes  below  twenty  dollarsf  And  the  bill  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Misioiiri  i«  in  direct  opposition  to  this  mesiaget 
for,  by  the  UM  only  of  gold  and  nlver  in  revenue  pay- 
ments, he  abandons  all  hope  of  lo  managing  the  revenue 
as  to  make  it  available  in  sappretsinjf  the  imalUnote  cur- 
rency. The  object  of  the  President  is  the  disuse  of 
notea  under  twenty  dollars,  tint  of  the  Senator  from' 
MiNoari  the  disuse  of  every  thing  but  gold  and  silver. 

Not  doea  the  Treasury  order  in  any  manner  contra- 
vene those  principtfs,  imbodied  in  former  mesugei. 
That  Ihia  order  was  perfectly  legal  and  constitutional, 
that  it  wai  in  aceordance  with  the  discretionary  powers 
veatcd  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcarary  by  the  joint  res- 
ohition  of  1816,  Hr.  W.  said  he  never  doubledt  that  the 
Diotires  of  the  President  in  inning  thii  order  were  pure 
and  patriotic  was  beyond  dispute.  The  meiiure  wmi 
evidently  temponry,  designed  to  repress  Inordinate 
speculations  in  the  public  tandsi  and  it  is  expressly  de- 
clared in  the  President's  memfre  to  be  of  little  impor- 
tance, **  if  the  landi  were  sold  for  immediate  leillement 
and  cultivation."  Thai,  it  never  was  duigned  to  eitab- 
liah  the  principle  of  excluding  bank  Dotes  from  reverme 
piymente  is  evident  from  (he  hct  thai  piymenti  of  eua- 
tomi  are  recrived.  u  formerly,  in  bank  paper.  There 
yet  remains  one  othrr  evidence  on  this  subject,  which  is 
eonelutive.  The  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
June  bst,  regulating  thedeposites  of  the  public  moneys, 
is  in  these  words: 

**That  no  bank  shall  be  selected  or  continued  as  a 
place  of  depotite  of  the  public  money,  which  shall  not 
redeftm  iti  notea  and  btlli,  on  demand,  in  speciet  nor 
■hall  any  bank  be  selected  or  continued,  as  aforesaid, 
which  mall,  after  the  4th  of  July,  1836,  issue  or  pay 
fHit  any  note  or  bill  of  a  lets  denomination  than  five  du)' 
larsi  nor  shall  the  notes  or  bills  of  any  bank  be  received 
in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  United  States  which 
ahall,  after  the  said  fourth  day  of  July,  1836,  issue  sny 
note  or  bill  of  a  lets  denomination  than  five  dollars." 

Now,  this  act  passed  both  Houses  with  unpreeedented 
ananifflity.  In  the  Senate  it  was  passed  with  but  six  dis* 
aeniing  votes,  namely:  Benton,  Black,  Cuthbert,  Grun- 
dy, Walker,  and  Wrighli  not  one  of  whom  opposed  it  on 
account  of  the  fifth  section,  but,  as  clearly  stated  at  the 
time,  because  of  the  diitribulinn  principle  contained  in 
the  thirteenth  section.  So  far  as  (be  fifth  scctioD  is 
concerned,  the  vote  of  Congress  may  well  be  considered 
unanimous  in  ita  favor.  The  President,  alsn,  in  hit 
laat  message,  in  stating  the  reluctance  with  which  he 
■tgned  this  bill,  gives  as  the  reason  the  distribution  prin- 
ciple of  the  thirteenth  sectinni  but  he  thus  distinctly 
eulogizes  the  provisions  of  this  5ih  section,  as  follows: 
*'  In  the  acts  of  several  of  the  States  proliibiting  the  cir- 
culation of  small  notes,  and  (he  auiilisry  enactments  of 
Congress  at  (he  last  session,  forbidding  their  reception 
In  payment  on  public  account,  (he  true  policy  of  the 
country  has  been  advanced,  and  a  lal^r  proportion  of 
the  precious  melals  infliMd  Into  our  circulation. "  Now, 
the  only  act  of  the  last  session  forbidding  the  reception 
of  small  notes  on  public  account  is  this  fif^h  section  of 
this  act,  thus  eulo^tzed  by  the  President  and  approved  by 
htm  on  the  33d  of  June  bst.   Yet  this  very  section  is  a 


repeal  of  the  constitution,  if  (he  bill  of  the  committee  be 
thus  truly  dengnaled  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri;  fnr 
both  are  laws,  not  resolutions,  and  both  forbid  (be  re- 
ception of  small  notes  only. 

Let  us  compare  their  provisions  in  this  respect : 
Tile  bill  of  the  eommittee  dedarai  *'  From  and  after  (he 
passage  of  this  act,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which  riiall  ia- 
sue  or  dreulate  bills  or  notea  of  a  Icis  denomination  than 
five  ddlars  shall  be  received  on  account  of  the  public 
duesi"  extending  the  prohibition,  in  December,  IMl,  to 
the  notes  of  all  iMnks  niuinf  bills  ur  notes  uoder  twenty 
dollars. 

The  fijlh  t^ion  of  the  deponlt  aci  deelarest  "Nor 
shall  the  notes  or  bills  of  any  bank  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  any  debt  due  to  the  United  States,  which  shall, 
after  the  said  fourth  day  of  July,  1836,  iuue  any  note 
or  bill  of  a  leas  denomination  tlum  five  dollara." 

Where  it  the  distinction.  In  prineiple,  as  rrgarda  the 
reception  of  bank  paper  on  public  account,  between  the 
two  provisions'  And  the  Senator  fVom  Hlssouri,  in  (bus 
denouncing  the  bill  of  the  committee  as  a  repeal  of  the 
constitution,  denounces  directly  the  President  of  (he 
United  Slates.  Congress,  no  more  than  a  S(ate  Lrgiila- 
ture,  can  make  any  thing  but  gold  or  tilver  a  tender  in 
payment  of  debts  by  one  titizea  to  anotberi  but  that 
Congress,  or  a  State  Legislature,  or  an  individual,  may 
waive  (heir  constittitional  rights,  and  receive  bank  paper 
or  drafts,  in  payment  of  any  debt,  ia  a  principle  of  uni* 
vercal  adoption  in  theory  and  practice,  and  never  doubt- 
ed by  any  one  until  at  the  present  seswon  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri.  The  distinction  of  (he  Senatnr  in  this 
respect  was  ss  incomprehenniblc  to  him  (Mr.  W.)  as  he 
believed  it  was  to  every  Senator,  and,  indeed,  wai  dis- 
cernible only  by  the  mngnifying  powera  of  a  idar  mi- 
eroicope.  It  was  a  point-no-point,  which,  like  the  log- 
arithmic spiral,  or  aiymptole  of  ttie  hyperbolic  curve, 
might  be  forever  approached  without  reaching;  an  infin- 
iteamal,  the  ghnst  of  an  idea,  not  only  without  length, 
breadth,  thickness,  shape,  weight,  or  dimensions,  but 
without  position — a  mere  imaginary  nothing,  which  flitted 
before  the  bewildered  vision  of  the  honorable  Senator, 
when  traversing,  in  his  fitful  aomnimbulism,  that  teuela* 
ted  pavement  of  gold,  Mlver,  and  billon,  which  that 
Senator  delighted  to  occupy.  Sir,  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  mi^ht  have  heaped  mountain  high  his  piles  of 
nietalt  he  miftht  have  swept,  in  his  Quixotic  flight,  over 
the  banks  of  the  States,  putting  to  the  iword  their  offi- 
cers, stockholder*,  directory,  and  teeislative  bodies,  by 
which  they  were  chartered;  he  might,  in  his  reveries, 
have  demolished  their  eharten,  and  consumed  their  pa- 
per by  the  fire  of  bis  eloquencei  lie  might  have  transact- 
ed, in  ftney,  w^tli  a  metallic  currency  of  twenty-eight 
millions  in  circulation,  an  actual  annual  businees  of  fif- 
teen hundred  millions,  and  Mr.  W.  would  not  have  dis- 
turbed his  beatific  visions,  norwould  any  other  Senator — 
for  they  were  viaions  only,  (hat  could  never  be  realized — 
but  when,  descending  from  his  ethereal  flights,  he  seized 
upon  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  as  criminals,  ar- 
raigned them  as  violators  of  the  eonsiitulion,  and  prayed 
Heaven  for  deliverance  from  them,  Mr.  W.  could  be  ai- 
lent  no  longer.  Tea,  even  then  he  would  have  passed 
lightly  over  the  ashes  of  the  theories  of  the  honorable 
Senator,  for,  if  he  desired  to  miike  assaults  upon  any,  it 
would  be  upon  (he  living,  and  not  the  dead;  but  that 
Senalor,  in  the  opening  of  hh  (Mr.  W's)  address,  had 
rejected  the  olive  branch  which,  upon  the  urgent  solici- 
tation of  mutusi  friendly  againit  his  own  judgment,  he 
had  extended  to  the  honorable  Senator.  The  Senator 
from  Missouri  had  thui,  in  substance,  declared  hia 
"  voice  was  still  for  war."  Be  it  5oi  but  he  hoped  the 
Senate  would  all  recollect  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  not  (he 
aggres-oort  and  that,  whiUt  he  trusted  he  never  would 
ffantonly  tsiail  (he  feelings  or  reputation  of  any  Senator. 
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he  thanked  God  that  he  wai  not  toabjeet  ordegrr^ded 
aa  to  submit,  with  impunity,  to  unprovoked  attacks  or 
unfounded  accusations  Trom  any  quarter.  Could  he  thus 
submit,  he  would  be  unfit  to  reprearnt  the  noble,  gener- 
ous, and  nllant  people,  whose  Hj^hts  and  interests  it 
was  his  pride  and  g-lnry  to  endeavor  to  protect,  whose 
honor  and  character  were  dearer  to  him  than  life  itself, 
»nd,ahoald  never  be  tarnished  by  any  act  of  his  as  one  of 
their  humble  repreaentatives  upon  this  floor. 

When  Mr.  Walkih  had  concluded, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  made  some  inquiries  of  him  In  refer- 
ence to  bis  understanding  of  the  practical  effect  of  the 
bit!  on  banks  issuing  notes  under  the  amount  uf  five  dol- 
hrn. 

Mr.  WALKER  replied  that  the  bill  hid  followed  the 
language  of  the  joint  resolution  of  I8I61  and,  as  ihere 
were  difTerent  opmioni  as  tothe  eonatniclion  of  that  res- 
olution, there  might  be  u  to  this  bill;  but  whether  it 
were  strictly  mandatory  on  the  receivers  or  not,  he  felt 
assured  that  it  spoke  a  voice  that  would  not  be  disre- 
garded. 

Mr.  RIVES  aaid  (likt  the  provisions  in  this  bill  in  ref- 
erence to  banks  issuing  small  notes  were  the  same  with 
those  in  the  deposite  bill  of  last  lesaion,  which  be  quo- 
led. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  aaid  his  oidy  difftculty  was  respect- 
ing the  reeelvability  of  the  Virginia  land  ncripi  if  the 
bill  was  not  peremptory  on  that  luhjecl,  it  ought  to  be 
made  to.  And  for  this  purpose  he  introduced  an  amend- 
ment, declaring  the  Virgiida  land  scrip  receivable  in  pay- 
ment of  all  dues  to  the  Government)  which  wa«  laid  00 
the  table. 

Mr.  BENTON,  to  ahov  how  the  depoiite  bill  waa  un- 
derstood by  those  who  exreuted  it,  quoted  some  bank 
returns  from  the  Bunk  nf  Culumbit<r,  shoeing  the  issue 
by  that  bank  of  notes  of  one,  two,  and  three  didlars. 

Mr.  RIVES  returned  his  thanks  to  Mr.  Walkbs  for 
his  sble  and  satisfactory  defence  of  the  bill.  He  should 
not  be  able  to  add  much  to  what  had  been  said  hy  the 
honorable  Senator,  but  was  denirous  of  adding  his  mile 
in  reply  to  so  much  of  what  ha*!  so  zealously  been  ur- 
ged by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  BKMTOir,}ashad 
not  been  touched  upon  by  the  chairman  of  the  Land 
C-immilteri  and.Mhe  understood  there  were  gentlemen 
on  both  sides  of  ibe  question  who  were  desirous  nf  be- 
ing heard,  he  suggested  ihe  propriety  of  deferring  fur- 
ther debate  on  the  bill  to  Moudny.  Thiswais  after  tome 
Conversation,  »greed  to. 

THANKS  TO  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  BENTON  introJuced  the  following  resolution: 

Rttotoedt  Th>t  the  Senate  cordially  reciprocate  the 
sentiments  of  personal  kindness  expressed  by  Hartiit 
Viif  RcEEF,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  to- 
ward* the  members  of  this  body,  upon  taking  leave  of 
Ihemi  and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  presented  to 
liim,  in  testimony  uf  the  impsrtislty,  dignity,  and  ability, 
with  which  he  has  presided  iiver  their  deliberations,  and 
uf  their  entire  apprubntion  of  his  conduct  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  arduous  and  Important  duties  assigned  him 
as  President  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  B.  suggested  the  propriety  of  taking  up  lite  reio- 
liitinn  and  acting  upon  it  at  this  lime. 

The  CHAIR  stating  that  this  could  only  be  dune  by 
unanimous  consent,  • 

Mr.  CALHOUN  objected. 

Mr.  BUCH.\NAN  expressed  his  hope  that  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  acted  on  at  once. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  inquired  whether  it  was  usual  lopass 
a  vote  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  BENTON  quoted  several  precedents  to  show  that 
it  wasi  whereupon 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  observing  ihiil  il  was  a  mere  furmat- 


ity,  withdrew  hia  objeetioni  and  the  question  being  put, 
the  reaolution  was  agreed  In,  nem.  con. 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr,  DAVIS, 

Tlie  Senate  ndjoumed. 

MovDiT,  Jauuarx  30. 
AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  tiike  up  the  memorial  from  the 
Culonizaiinn  Society,  presented  hy  him  on  Fridiiy  last, 
expressing  the  hope  that  there  would  be  no  further  de- 
bate upon  it,  and  calling  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  taking  up;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  waa  then  tried,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  followsi 

Vras — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  Clayton,  Djvi%  Kent, 
Knight,  Morris,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Hobbins,  Uohinaon, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge.  Tomiinson,  Wall— 16. 

N*Ti — Mesars.  Black,  Brown.  Budianan,  Citlhoun, 
Ciithbert,  Uana,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbsrd,  King  of 
AUbama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Nieholas, 
Norvell,  Page,  Preston,  Hives,  Rugglcs,  Strange,  Tip- 
Ion,  Walker,  White,  Wright— 35. 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

The  bIM  to  deiignale  and  limit  the  funds  which  ahftll  be 
receivable  for  the  public  revenue  was  taken  up  at  tfae 
ipeclil  order,  and 

Mr.  RIVES  addressed  the  House  at  length  in  It*  sup- 
port, anil  in  reply  tu  Mr.  Bicirrox, 

Mr.  MORRIS  said;  I  shall  vote  against  the  painn^  of 
this  bill  for  many  and  varioiia  reasons;  but  the  beliefthat 
it  violates  the  principles  of  the  conatitation,  and  is  in 
derogation  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  are  paramtiunt  to 
all  others,  Tliat  its  principles  are  drawn  from  a  dan- 
gerotis  and  mistaken  policy,  I  have  no  doubt;  and  that 
its  pBWgfe  will  be  productive  of  mischief,  not  benefit,  it, 
to  my  mind,  equally  clear.  After  the  long  di6CUi»ion 
which  his  lalien  place  on  all  these  lupxs,  by  the  oldest 
and  ablest  members  of  this  body,  it  may  seem  like  arm- 
gance  in  me  to  attempt  to  intrude  my  opinion  on  the 
Senate  at  this  late  hour  of  the  debate.  I  have  been  a 
patient  and,  I  trust,  not  inattentive  listener  to  this  IVliole 
discussion;  and  there  are  some  points  on  which  neither 
side  have  fully  satisfied  ray  mind;  and  I  shall  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Senate,  for  a  few  momenta,  not  in  an  argu- 
ment to  prove,  or  an  attempt  to  prove,  the  truth  or  fal- 
lacy of  any  pnsiiion  which  has  been  assumed,  but  in  an 
opinion  only  on  the  doctrines  and  principles  of  the  biH. 
That  certainty  and  uniformity  are  essentially  necessary 
to  the  existence  of  any  Government,  will,  I  presume, 
not  be  denied}  and  that  they  are  vitally  so  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  Government,  which  is  one  of  laws  and 
limtled  powers,  is,  to  my  mind,  beyond  eontroversyi  and 
in  no  part  of  uur  system  i«  the  necessity  of  that  certainty 
and  uniformity  so  apparent  and  needful  as  in  the  circula- 
ting medium  or  currency  of  the  country.  This  word 
*< currency,**  if  we  wereto  jud^of  Us  meaning  and  im- 
port from  what  we  have  beard  m  debate  on  this  bll^  ii  a 
word  of  undeflned  and  undi finable  meaning. 

We  have  been  ttdd  of  a  gold  currency,  or  rather  a 
metallic  currency,  a  paper  currency,  the  currency  of 
one  State  and  the  currency  of  another,  and  even  of  a 
currency  in  kind  in  the  collection  of  revenue.  In  tbis  war 
of  words  and  phrsscs  I  shall  not  engaget  is  a  member 
of  this  body,  acting  for  the  wh<^  people  of  the  United 
Sittes,  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  I 
shall  take  that  instrument  alone  as  my  guide,  and  recog- 
nise no  currency  as  legitimate  but  that  which  it  estib- 
Uslies)  and  1  am  nut  in  this  esse  left  tu  implication  or 
eonatruclion,  but  feel  that  I  am  standing  on  safe  and 
sure  ground.  So  important  whs  a  standard  fur  the 
value  of  property  and  labor  thought  to  i>e  by  the  fn- 
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men  of  tb«  eonititutian,  that  they  provided  in  exprets 
terms  for  «uch  standKn!*  bj  declaring  that  Congreia 
ahouKl  have  power  to  coin  money,  and  regulate  the 
value  thereof  and  of  foreign  coin;  and,  in  the  very  next 
aenlencp,  they  provided  for  the  exercise  of  power  by 
Confifren  to  punish  for  counterfeiling  llie  current  coin 
of  the  United  Stales.  Muney,  as  the  word  ia  used  in 
the  constitution  ol  the  United  Statca,  rouat  be  under. 
Mood  as  a  definite  and  technical  expreauont  It  means 
gold  and  silver  only,  as  formed  and  fadiioned  into  shape 
and  rise  by  the  order  of  that  pirt  of  our  system  of  Gov- 
ernment posscuing  the  full  attributes  of  sovereignly, 
and  having  bestowed  upon  it  arbitrary  or  positive  value, 
Congresa  is  autboMzed  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  Slates.  Without  this  special  grant,  Con- 
gress could  not  exercise  the  borrowing  power  at  all.  Can 
Congress,  then,  borrow  any  thing  but  nuiney?  I  pre- 
sume nut.  Under  this  grant  lo  borrow  money.  Congress 
cannot  borrow  goods  and  chattels,  cannot  borrow  horses, 
cattle,  or  any  other  merchaodisei  nor  can  Congresr,  as  I 
contend  and  believe,  under  this  grant  to  borrow,  obtain 
bank  notes  of  any  dt;Bcription;  ^>r  if  Congress  cannot 
borrow  gcxids  and  chattels,  wbich  contain  within  them* 
selves  an  intrinsic  vahie>  and  money  being  made  the 
standard  of  that  value,  surely  Ibey  cannot  borrow  bank 
notes,  whidi  in  themselves  contain  no  intrinsic  value, 
but  are  mere  credit,  and  the  representative  of  money, 
in  place  of  money  being  the  standard  of  their  value. 
If  Congress,  then,  have  nut  the  power  given  them  by 
the  constitution  to  borrow  bank  notes,  1  contend  they 
cannot  exercise  it;  for  the  expressive  grant  to  borrow 
money  excludes  the  exercise  of  all  power  to  borrow 
any  thing  but  raoneyt  and  if  Congress  cannot  borrow 
bank  notea^  I  contend  that  their  reception  in  any  other 
manner,  as  a  part  or  whole  of  the  revenue  necessary  for 
the  support  of  this  GovernmenI,  is  equally  forbidden. 
1  believe  that  to  allow  bank  notes  to  be  received  in  the 
collection  of  the  customs,  or  in  payment  for  the  public 
lands,  is  in  fact,  to  all  practical  purposes,  to  require  your 
olfieers  so  to  receive  them;  and  thai  each  is  tqutlly  pro- 
hibited by  the  constitution. 

No  one,  I  presume,  will  contend  that  CongrcM  can 
borrow  money  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  for  which 
they  can  collect  mnney  from  imports;  when  in  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  nation,  it  is  all  a  part  or  parcel  of  the  rev- 
enue of  the  country.  It  follows,  then,  mont  clearly  and 
conclusively  to  my  mind,  that  what  Congress  cannot  bor* 
row  they  cannot  collect  as  taxes,  duties,  imports,  or 
excises,  because,  under  Ihese  heads,  is  the  whole  power 
of  Congress  to  raise  means  for  the  support  of  this  Gov- 
ernment drcumscribed;  the  receiving  money  fur  the 
public  landi.  or  wiy  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  I  consider  as  falling  under  that  class  of 
collections  embraced  in  the  word  "  duties."  I  tlierefore 
consider  this  bill,  which  allows  bank  notes  of  any  de- 
scription, or  under  any  ciccumstancei,  to  be  received  in 
payment  of  any  debt  or  demand  on  this  Government,  to 
be  entirely  incompatible  with  the  constitution  itself. 

There  ia  another  view  ui"  this  bill  which,  to  my  mind, 
makes  it  equally  objectionable  on  constitutional  grounds: 
it  is  its  dangerous  interference  with  the  power  and 
rights  of  the  Sutes.  State  bsnks,  like  all  other  SUte 
imititutionsi  belong  exclusively  to  the  State?,  and  cannot 
rightfully  be  made  subject  to  any  nther  than  State  legis- 
lation; Congress,  therefore,  cannot  exercise  its  moneyed 
power,  a  power  wbich  is  derived  from  the  people  of  the 
Slaiea,  lo  induce  any  portion  of  that  people,  or  a  cor- 
ptintioo  created  by  themselves,  to  exercise  their  powers 
differently  from  that  which  the  laws  of  the  State  permit 
or  require,  and  thus  supersede  S<ate  laws  by  the  acts  of 
Congress  in  measures  which  are  purely  local  St«te  con- 
cerns. What  does  this  bill  provide?  1'lut  the  paper 
of  certain  State  banks  shall  be,  or,  if  you  please,  per. 


mitted  to  be,  taken  in  the  payment  of  the  revenue  of 
tbia  Government,  on  condition  that  such  binks  will 
adopt  certain  regulations  which  Congress  shall  pre- 
scribe. It  is  true  that  we  do  not  attempt  any  coercive 
power  over  the  banks,  but  we  make  use  of  moneyed 
power,  a  power  often  far  more  dangerous  and  destruc- 
tive lo  the  rights  of  the  country  than  force  itself.  That 
money  is  power,  is  an  established  maxim.  We,  tlien, 
olTer  the  State  banks  the  keeping  uf  our  money,  and  of 
course  its  use  for  the  time  being,  provided  they  wDl 
conform  lo  certain  regulations  whicli  we  prescribe.  Is 
not  this  ft  palpable  interference  with  Stale  sovereignty, 
and  of  course  a  violation  of  tbe  constitution  of  the  United 
States^  it  seems  (o  me  there  can  be  but  one  answer  lo 
tikis  qneslion.  It  is  no  removal  uf  the  objection,  at  least 
to  my  miud,  lo  say  that  the  banks  will  nuke  the  regula- 
tions required  by  this  bill  by  contract  t  this  view  of  the 
subject  rather  increases  the  objections.  Corporations 
derive  all  their  power  of  action  from  their  charters 
alone.  If  I  may  use  a  figurative  expression,  they  can 
only  live  and  move  therein;  they  cannot  contract  away 
any  of  their  powem.  nor  can  ihcy  acquire  new  power  by 
contract — I  mean  Uie  power  of  action  as  corporalions; 
yet,  if  Congress  can  contract  with  State  banks,  who,  by 
the  grants  in  their  charters,  have  power  to  issue  one. 
two,  or  three  didlar  note%  tu  forego  that  power,  and 
issue  no  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  live  dollars,  I 
cannot  see  why  Congress  oinnot  extend  the  conlracl  lo 
the  inuing  of  notes  of  any  amount  whatever,  or  even  to 
the  buying  up  the  charter  itself,  and  thus  defeat  the 
very  end  and  object  of  the  institution;  and  this  right  of 
Cungreu  can  be  extended  lo  as  to  put  an  end  lo  all 
power  of  State  legialation  over  an  institution  created  by 
the  Slate  for  wise  and  valuable  purposes.  But,  s^r,  I 
object  to  tbis  whole  policy  of  bargaining  with  State  in- 
stitutions, or  with  citizens  of  a  State,  for  any  part  or 
portion  of  the  State  sovereignty,  if  you  can  do  it  in 
one  instance,  you  can  do  it  in  all  instanccsf  and  the 
State  Governments  will  be  less  than  the  eorpor^tiuns 
which  they  hare  created,  when  you  take  those  corpo- 
raliona  into  your  keeping  for  any  purpose  wlwlever. 
Sir,  1  regret,  [  deplore,  the  constant  tendency  which  I 
witness  here  to  extend  the  action  of  tbis  Government 
into  the  orbit  of  State  poweri  you  prescribe  osths  and 
forms  fur  the  settlement  of  disputed  claims,  and  the 
riglilB  of  property,  between  citizens  of  the  same  State; 
you  RUtlmrize  your  courts  to  take  cognizance  of  and 
punish  ofTeiices  which  are  pmperly  cognizable  in  Slate 
courts,  and  punishable  by  Slate  laws;  and  you  invite  the 
citizens,  of  the  Slates  lo  come  to  you  in  their  primary 
assemblies  against  their  own  Governmcntt  thus  unceas- 
ingly, as  lime  is  bringing  all  things  lo  an  end,  are  you 
putting  an  end  lotlie  sovereignly  of  the  States.  How 
soon  we  shall  find  a  grand  central  Government  in  the 
ten  miles  square  is  not  for  me  tu  conjeclure;  but  against 
this  whole  proci  ss  1  do,  as  a  Senator  in  the  Cungrcssof 
the  United  States,  enter  my  mo5t  solemn  protest. 

Mr.  President.  1  trust  I  shall  not  be  considered  as  de- 
parting from  the  plan  which  I  bad  marked  out  for  my- 
self on  tbii  occasion,  by  a  brief  notice  of  some  of  the 
argumenta  1  have  beard  on  tbis  question,  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  the^  commenced  with  the  introduction 
or  tbe  resolution  offered  by  my  colleague  to  rescind  the 
Treasury  order  of  July  last,  requiring  money  payment  fur 
public  land.  The  argument  in  the  early  atsgea  of  the 
debate  was  directed  against  tbe  power  of  Ibe  President 
to  issue  that  order;  as  I  bare  no  doubt  that  tbe  power 
was  constitutionally  exercised,  and  as  tbat  part  of  the 
argument  seems  to  have  been  abandoned,  1  shall  not 
now  notice  it.  There  is  one  feature,  however,  of  that 
argument  deserving  a  passing  remark.  It  has  been  said 
by  gentlemen  that  they  could  not  support  the  resolution 
itf  my  eulleagoe,  as  they  consider^i^  dutng  sib  they  oast 
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censure  on  the  President;  but  the  bill  now  before  the 
Senate  is  tojccomplisli  the  same  object — t  repeal  of  the 
order — though  by  different  words]  yet  it  seems  to  hare 
their  tindiridrd  support.  For  my  single  self,  I  am  una- 
ble lo  reconcile  this  apparent  incongruityi  but  if  the 
implication  of  censure  can  in  any  case  be  a  reason  for 
our  course  here,  it  ought  to  operate  most  strongly  when 
it  is  calculated  lo  censure  the  constitution  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  policy  of  the  Slates.  The  President,  i  an 
sure*  cannot  thank  his  friends  for  their  reasons;  if  any 
part  or  parcel  of  his  official  conduct  cannot  be  supported 
on  principle,  he  wilt  never  aak  that  it  shall  be  excused 
in  pity;  he  well  knows  that  we  take  our  seats  tinder  the 
solemn  injunction  of  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution, 
but  not  the  adminivtratiunt  thai  is  matter  of  choice,  not 
of  obllgationi  and  be  has  loo  high  a  reffurd  for  the  eon* 
stilution  to  tolerate  for  a  moment  a  friend  who  would 
sacrifice  it  for  his  persons!  or  ofRcial  favor.  But,  air,  1 
return  from  this  digression.  It  was  so  thrown  in  my 
way  that  I  could  not  welt  get  round  it,  but  was  com- 
pelled lo  take  up  and  remove  it.  The  arguments  on 
the  bill  before  usare  what  I  have  nowlodo  with.  1  shall 
consider  them  as  they  occur  to  my  rccolleclion,  not 
having  taken  notes  at  the  time,  as  1  did  not  then  intend 
or  ex|>ect  to  speik  on  this  question.  In  support  of  the 
dvctrioe  of  the  bill,  it  lias  been  contended  that  Congress 
liave  Ihe  power  to  take,  in  payments  for  any  dues  of  the 
Government,  articles  in  kind  such  as  to  them  may  seem 
proper.  To  ibis  doctrine  I  can  never  assent,  except 
gentlemen  can  prove  that  Congress  have  the  power  to 
make  money  of  wool,  or  leather,  or  any  other  chattel.  I 
m»n,  to  consider  snd  receive  these  articles  as  moneyi 
for  1  bold  that,  by  the  eonstilulion,  Congress  can  collect 
the  rcTrime  of  the  Government  in  noUiing  but  money. 
If  ibey,  then,  can,  by  the  m^ic  of  their  power,  trans- 
mute a  yard  of  broadcloth  into  money  for  the  time  being, 
and  receive  it  fur  the  duty  psyable  upon  the  whole 
piece,  the  argument  is  good,  but  not  otherwise.  I  think 
this  an  Important  branch  of  the  subject,  and  ought  lo 
be  well  cunsideredt  and  although  1  may  not  be  able  lo 
add  a  new  idea,  or  advance  a  single  additional  thought, 
yet  1  consider  it  a  duty  not  to  concesl  my  opinion.  1 
hold  that  the  Government  of  ihe  United  Stalea  has  not 
the  power  to  poness  itself  of  any  propetty  whatever  by 
contract,  <r  purchase  from  individuals  or  corporate 
bodies,  but  such  only  as  is  necessary  and  proper  to  car- 
ry on  the  functions  of  the  Government.  Congress  cart- 
nut  barter  with  individuals  even  for  that:  ttiey  may  sell 
their  own  properly,  constituitonally  acquired,  and  with 
the  proceeds,  money  of  course,  purchase  what  thry 
may  need. 

Congress  cannot  receive  tlte  real  estate  of  the  0»v- 
emment  d(.btor,  or  of  a  defiiultcr,  in  the  payments  of 
such  debts  or  defau'tt  becsuse  Congrrss  cannot,  without 
tlie  consent  of  the  States,  purchase  any  land  within  their 
respective  jnrisdictionB.  The  reason  is  obvious)  for  the 
exercise  of  exclusive  auHinrity  over  the  rights  of  Individ' 
u  <1  property  within  its  jurisdiction  is  essential,  I  may  say 
V  tally  s'l,  to  State  sovereignty.  The  primary  dispo- 
sal of  the  public  domain  acquired  by  treaty  with  other 
nations,  or  by  eeasions  made  by  States,  which  is,  in  fact, 
the  same  thing,  Is  clearly  withm  the  power  of  Congress; 
but  having  once  disposed  of  the  soil,  this  Government 
can  never  resume  those  rif;hts  without  the  consent  of  the 
States  in  which  the  land  is  situate.  If,  then.  Congress 
cviinot  receive  in  payment  of  taxer,  imposts,  or  excises, 
the  real  estate  of  Ihe  penoo  whn  owes  such  duties,  and 
thus  enter  the  arena  with  the  land  speculator,  much  less 
can  we  receive,  for  tlte  dues  of  the  Government,  lists, 
filioei,  clothes,  wines,  sugars,  or  any  other  duitablie  arti- 
cle, for  the  amount  of  duty  due  by  the  importer;  if  it 
were  otherwise,  the  Government  has  the  power  to  enter 
into  competition  with  any  of  her  citizens  in  the  general 


trade  of  the  country — a  power  in  fket  to  becMw  a  deal- 
er in  slaves,  so  long  as  slaves  csn  be  considered  proper* 
ty.  I  understand  ihii  power  as  contended  for;  I  mean 
the  general  power  to  purchase  or  receive  property  fur 
ita  dues,  or  even  apply  the  revenue  of  Guvernment  for 
that  purpose.  Viewing  it  in  that  light,  it  is  a  power  at 
which  I  revolt,  and  one  to  which  I  am  sure  the  people 
of  this  country  woukl  not,  for  a  moment,  submit.  It 
was  this  glaring  abaurdity  (at  least  to  tsiy  mind)  Uiat  ia- 
duoed  roe  vote  at  the  hut  sesnon  against  the  bill  for  the 
purchase  of  stocks  with  the  surplus  revenue  of  the 
country;  and  I  confess  I  heard  the  other  day,  when  the 
bill  for  advancing  to  claimants  under  the  French  and 
Nespolitan  treaties  their  dues  was  untSer  consideration, 
not  only  with  surprise,  but  with  astonishinent,  the  prin- 
ciple advanced,  that,  as  we  had  a  surplus  of  money  on 
hand,  it  was  improper  we  should  suffer  it  to  lie  idle  in 
the  TreaBuiyi  thst  if  we  could  make  three  or  four  per 
cent  by  making  adiances  (o  these  claimants,  it  was  wise 
and  proper  to  do  so;  that  we  bad  the  power,  and  it  was 
prudent  to  to  invest  this  money  that  it  would  be  produc- 
tive; that  when  we  came  to  appropriate  by  law,  we 
should  find  its  quantity  increased.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
give  the  exact  words,  as  used  in  the  srgHroeni,  but  1  feel 
sure  that  I  remember  them  aubstanti^j;.  I  endeavored 
at  the  DKHDent  to  realise  in  my  own  mind  the  practical 
operation  of  the  rule.  1  well  remember  of  meoUlly 
asking  myself  if  this  doctrine  be  true;  if  we  can  take  the 
whole  of*^  the  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury,  send  our 
agent  into  the  New  York  market,  and  purchase  the  en- 
tire slock  of  broadcloth  or  tea  on  hand.  This  would 
no  duubt  be  a  safe  and  sure  investment,  and  one  by 
which  this  Government  could  not  only  make  four  per 
cent  per  annum,  but  probidily  from  twenty  to  fifty  per 
cent,  in  a  few  months.  I  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  in 
deciding  that  we  had  not  the  power;  and  if  we  bad, 
however  advanUgeous  to  the  Government  it  might  be, 
it  Would  be  most  grossly  unjust.  I  am  sltll  unable  to 
see  any  difference  in  principle  between  power  to  receive 
or  purchase  cloth,  and  the  power  to  receive  bank  notes. 
Bank  notes,  being  but  mere  evidences  of  debt,  are,  nr 
ought  to  be,  leas  the  object  of  our  care  iban  things  of 
more  substantial  value.  There  is  another  objeetton  to 
the  receiving  of  bank  notes,  as  contemplated  by  thia  bill: 
it  is  the  odious  doctrine  of  preference  which  it  containsi 
and  that  preference  is  not  mstter  of  law,  but  matter  of 
discretion,  given  by  law  lo  the  officers  and  agents  of 
Government.  If  this  bill  is  not  obnoxious  to  the  words 
of  the  fifth  paragraph  of  the  ninth  section,  first  article, 
of  the  constitution,  it  falls  clearly  within  Ihe  reason  of 
that  paragraph.  No  preference  shall  be  given,  bv  any 
rrgulalioh  of  commerce  or  revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one 
State  over  those  of  another.  Suppose  we  should  read, 
no  preference  tball  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  reve- 
nue to  the  banks  of  one  Stale  over  thoae  of  another. 
Would  not  such  reading  appear  to  be  founded  on  equal- 
ly reasonable  and  just  principles?  1  shuuld  think  so. 
Does  not  this  bill  claim  the  power,  if  in  fact  it  docs  not 
expressly  authorize  its  exercise,  to  make  thia  prefer- 
ence? If  you  can  make  a  discrimination  in  bank  notes 
St  all,  if  indeed  you  can  designate  what  are  apecie-pay' 
ing  bank^  as  the  phrase  is,  you  can  make  any  other  dea- 
ignation  or  discrimination  you  please;  and  thus,  in  int 
rrgulation  of  the  revenue,  give  a  preference  to  one  bank 
over  another,  or  to  the  banks  of  one  State  over  those  of 
another.  A  proposition  so  plain,  and  a  practice  so  un- 
just and  absurd,  must  strike  every  mind,  at  the  first 
view,  as  higlily  improper,  if  not  unconatitutionw- 

But  the  principle  that  the  Government  shall  undertake 
to  discriminate  between  the  bank  notes  of  d'fFcrent 
banks  has  been,  and  still  is,  productive  of  much  injury 
to  the  paper  circulation  of  the  country,  as  created  by  the 
Slates.   It  has  been  often  said,  and  I  admit  iti  tmtl^ 
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that  ibe  currency  of  our  oouDtry,  u  it  now  exiatt,  ii  r 
delicftte  nibject  to  touch,  and  thmt*(me  jtr  vibrates 
through  the  whole  nwcliinerf .  If  the  Secretiry  of  the 
Treuury,  or  even  a  collector,  acting  for  the  Govem- 
inent,'shuuld  rernir,  af^er  the  pawige  of  Ihla  bill,  to  re- 
ceive the  rotes  of  any  bank,  that  bant,  however  lolvent, 
thus  coining  in  contact  with  the  power  of  thU  Gov- 
emmetil,  would  receive  a  ahock  from  which  it  would  not 
eaaily  reeovcri  and  the  Mow  thus  inflicted  wo\tId  be  felt 
throaghout  the  aysteut  hence  the  contractionB  by  banks, 
ajid  Ibe  difficulties  In  the  country,  which,  it  is  said,  the 
kte  Tremsury  order  created.  I  would,  then,  make  no 
discrimination,  no  regulation,  as  to  the  currency  of  the 
country  created  by  the  Slate  banksj  because,  in  the  fir&l 
place,  I  believe  (^ongrew  hu  not  the  power  to  do  ao; 
and,  in  the  next,  if  the  power  was  admitted,  it  would  be 
unwbe  and  unjust  to  exercise  It.  Can  any  one  doubt 
for  a  moment,  when  lie  caMa  to  bis  mind  past  experience 
of  the  action  of  tins  Government  upon  the  paper  system 
of  the  country  as  it  now  exists,  that  if  we  wtrii  uniform* 
ity,  Bt^ility,  and  equality  in  value,  in  that  system,  we 
must  leave  its  entire  regulation  to  the  power  that  crea- 
ted it,  for  that  is  the  only  power  that  can  effectually  reg- 
ulate it. 

But,  air,  we  have  other  reaiona  urged  upon  us  in 
■uppiHt  vi  the  passage  of  this  bUI,  which,  to  my  mind, 
are  moat  extraordinary,  but  still  ieavea  the  bill  Hable  to 
all  the  constitutional  objections  to  which  I  first  uppoaed 
it.  It  is  said  that  we  must  furm  a  connexion  with  the 
State  banks)  that  they  are  absolutely  necessary  as  fiscal 
agents  of  the  Governmentt  and  that  it  follows  from  nr- 
cesrily  that,  in  that  connexion,  in  tome  decree,. we  must 
exercise  Ibe  power  of  regulition.  The  premises  here* 
laid  dowa  1  conceive  to  be  founded  in  error.  This 
Gurernmebt  baa,  within  itself,  lufEcnent  power  to  carry 
an  iu  own  ^leratlona  by  its  own  meanst  if  it  it  neeena' 
ry  to  lean  on  the  State  banks  forsuppoit,  we  must  admit 
^st  the  removal  of  that  aUpporl,  which  la  entirely  with- 
in the  power  of  the  States,  would  at  once  check,  if  not 
prostrate,  the  action  of  this  Ooveroment.  It  haa  been 
said,  with  much  emphasis,  that  we  who  are  for  cutting 
loose  this  Government  from  the  Slate  bank  sare  in  favor 
of  re-establishing  a  Bank  of  the  Uiiiied  Statec.  Tfaia 
rattletrap,  used  for  party  purpaaei^  has  lost  its  effect,  tt 
least  upon  me.  Opposed  to  ihh  whole  banking  prooesi^ 
and  unwilling  to  recognise  the  existence  of  banks,  or 
bank  note*,  by  anyactltm  of  this  Government,  as  cither 
useful  or  necessary  ioetitutions,  is  a  strong  objection  1 
enlertaia  against  the  present  bill;  but  I  contend  that,  if 
banks  are  absolutely  necessary  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  Guv- 
emnnent,  (which  I  by  no  means  admit,)  if  we  can  adopt 
a  State  bank  for  that  purpose,  we  can  create  a  bank  by 
an  act  of  Congress  fur  the  same  purpose^  for  Ibe  power 
to  adopt  and  use  most  certainly  acknowledges  the  pow- 
to  crea'ei  and  I  would  at  once  give  my  vote  to  create 
avich  ti^cal  agent  for  the  use  of  this  Government,  rather 
than  adopt  a  whole  litter  of  State  banks  for  that  purpose. 

It  has  been  said  in  the  course  of  this  debate  that  Con- 
gress have  the  power  to  revive  any  article  they  may 
think  proper  in  discbarge  of  the  duel  of  this  Govern- 
menL  I'bii  doctriae  places  Congress  above  responai- 
bilitv — a  doctrine  I  cannot  admitt  andlu  me  it  appeara  per- 
feclly  clear  that  Congress  have  no  power  to  receive  any 
thing  but  money.  If  Congress  cuulif  authorize  the  re- 
ception of  articlea  of  what  kind  they  pleased,  they 
surely  would  have  power  In  provide  for  the  payment 
of  demands  against  tlie  Government  in  the  same  man- 
ner. We  ahouM,  indeed,  preaent  to  the  eyes  of  our 
conatituenti  a  atnnge  spectacle,  if,  under  the  operation 
of  this  bill,  we  should  provide  For  the  payment  of  sala- 
ries due  thediSicrent  officers  in  bank  notes,  to  one  officer 
the  notes  of  one  bank,  to  another  the  no'.ei  of  «  differ* 
eat  bank,  and  so  on,  parccUiiv  out  our  power  to  men 
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and  banks  to  an  almost  infinite  extent.  Ko  man  will,  I 
presumr.deny  but  we  can  do  this,  if  we  have  the  power  to 
authorize  the  reception  of  bank  notes  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenue.  The  whole  achemr,  air,  is  wrong.  Nothing 
can  be  paid  but  in  coniiequenee  of  appropriatiooa  made 
by  law,  and  nothing  can  be  appropriated  but  money,  and 
bank  notes  are  not  money. 

it  is  further  said  that  this  is  an  executive  meaiurei  that 
it  is  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  President  to 
aid  the  States  in  restoring  a  metallic  currency,  by  the  sup- 
pression of  smill  notes.  However  much  I  may  respect 
the  opinion  and  views  of  the  President,  and  I  have  been 
the  constant  and  uniform  supporter  of  the  great  measure! 
of  bis  administration,  yet  I  cannot  admit  that  thesC  talis- 
manic  words,  "  the  p'rerdent  says  to,"  shall  govern  all 
my  actions  and  votes  here;  and  I  shall  take  the  liberty  on 
tilts,  as  on  all  other  occasion^  so  to  set  as  my  beat  judg* 
ment  informs  me  will  be  most  conducive  to  the  mter- 
est  of  the  country.  Andrew  Jackson,  sir,  the  friend  of 
banks!  Andrew  Jackson  the  friend  and  advocate  of  the 
paper  system — a  friend  of  paper  currrncy!  1  cannot,  t 
will  not,  believe  it;  such  an  idea  is  st  war  with  the  entire 
course  of  his  admSmstration,  and  inconsistent  witb  all  hia 
opinions  on  this  subject,  as  I  have  read  and  understood  • 
themt  Sir,  I  hold  the  presenVbill  to  be  not  only  repug- 
nant to  the  opinions  of  the  President,  but  the  whole  oooe 
of  Virginis  doctrines  on  the  subject  of  State  rightsi  and 
I  have  beett  both  surprised  and  pained  that  this  bill 
ahould  come  from  a  Senator  of  that  State.  I  mav  bo 
asked,  what  course  do  you  propose  >  My  answer  is,  that  1 
would  repeal  the  resolution  of  1816,  permitting  bank 
notes  to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue,  because 
I  view  that  as  I  did  the  provision  of  the  bank  charter 
passed  by  Congress  the  same  year,  permitting  or  allow- 
ing the  notes  of  that  institution  to  be  received,  as  both 
unconstitutional.  But  both  these  violatioos  of  the  con- 
stitution were  justified,  as  the  bill  now  is,  on  the  ground 
that  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  country  and  the  necea- 
wly  of  the  times  required  the  act  to  be  done.  Indeed,  I 
have  heard  some  gentlemen  admit  that  the  neceaaity  of 
the  case  in  1816  had  changed  their  previous  opuiioas  on 
tho  question,  that  Congress  had  not  power  to  charter  a 
bank,  and  they  now  deem  them  erroneousi  tbnt  sufferii^ 
nectisity  to  change  the  fundamental  law  of  the  country; 
a  most  ui^rous  error,  as  necessity  is  always  the  plea  of 
tyrants.  I  here  drop  my  hasty  remarks  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  measure  propoaed  by  the  bill  before  usi 
and  the  reasons  which  In  my  mind  apply  to  its  constitu- 
tionality are  equally  strong  against  the  policy  of  the 
measure.  A  discrimination  made  by  the  order  and  un- 
der the  authority  of  thia  Government,  aa  to  what  bank 
paper  shall  be  rec^vsid,  and  what  rejected,  must  neces- 
sarily produce  an  unsettled  state  of  the  currency  that  la 
created  by  the  Slates.  The  power  of  the  States  to  creatt 
this  currency  I  do  not  mean  to  question,  by  its  admission 
or  denial.  1  have  heard  various  statements,  as  to  tha 
amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation,  made  by  different 
gentlemen  on  this  fioor.  1  have  heard  it  rated  at  from 
three  hundred  to  near  a  thousand  millions  of  doUara.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  any  aeeunte  knowledge  on  the  sob* 
jcct;  take  a  medium  amount,  say  five  hundred  million*. 
It  seema  to  me  the  argument  is  fallacicui^  that  assumev 
the  idea  that  this  vast  mats  of  circuUlion  can  be  materially 
affected  by  tbe  collection  of  the  revenue  of  tbia  Goveri^ 
ment  in  money  only,  any  twenty  milliopa,  which  ought  to 
be  the  largest  sum  in  time  of  peace,  and  which  is  col- 
lected and  paid  during  the  same-year.  If  Congresa 
should  adopt  this  course,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  differ- 
ent Stale  banks  could  at  once  arrange  their  businesa  lu 
this  state  of  affairs,  and  it  would  tend  to  give  stability, 
permanency,  and  equality,  to  their  is^uea.  The  rates  of 
exchange '  between  different  portions  of  the  country 
would  become  known  and  settled^d  these  continual 
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fluclustioni  tnd  jtri  respecting  the  moneyed  cystem 
would  entirely  cetsr,  ind  Ibiu  nil  cluites  of  Bociety  be 
benefited;  for  it  seems  to  be  in  admitted  fact,  that 
nothing  is  more  injurious  to  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  country  tlian  these  continual  flnctiia<ioiis.  1  would, 
therefore,  leave  the  collection  of  the  revenue  precisely 
where  I  find  it  left  in  the  constitulion,  and  in  all  laws 
and  proceedings  of  Congress  at  an  early  day,  wherein 
provinon  ia  made  for  the  collection  of  revenue  or  the 
disbursement  thereof.  1  would  use  no  other  word  than 
*'  moneyf"  or  "  current  cmni"  without  giving  any  de- 
scription or  dcftmtion  of  the  words  used. 

As  to  the  effects  produced  by  the  Treasury  order  of 
the  1 1th  of  July  last,  or  the  popularity  of  that  measure  in 
the  Western  country,  I  have  little  to  say;  and  perhaps  1 
ought  not  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate,  Bf\er  what 
I  have  said  on  the  other  branch  of  this  question)  but  I 
cannot  entirely  agree  with  my  colleaeue  as  to  either. 
Property  is  at  a  very  high  pricet  ftnd  )f  the  measure  wm 
■omewmt  unpopular  it  first,  I  im  inclined  to  believe 
that  it  is  now  more  favorably  received.  1'hat  it  bw  pro- 
duced some  salutary  eflect  upon  the  banking  institutions 
of  the  West,  i  have  no  doubt.  It  has  cheeked  their 
overissues;  but  that,  if  bonlinned,  it  will  still  be  benefi- 
cial, I  have  great  doubts.  Hoping  and  believing  thst 
some  more  salutanr  regulation  tlian  that  contemplated 
by  this  bill  can  and  will  be  brought  forwacd,  I  shall  vote 
Bgunit  its  passage;  and*  in  doing  ao,  I  hope  to  be  under- 
stood u  neither  censuring,  applauding,  approving,  or 
disapproving,  the  course  taken  by  the  President  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  when  the  resolution  moved  by 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Ur.  Ewino,]  to  rescind  the 
Treasury  order  of  July  last,  was  under  discussion,  1  ex- 
pressed th^  sentiments  which  I  then  entertained*  and 
whteh  I  hold  now,  in  regard  to  that  measure.  My 
erest  object,  as  I  then  said,  and  now  say,  is  to  get  rid  of 
the  order.  I  was  not,  and  im  not  now,  very  solicitous 
as  to  the  particular  mode.  When  the  subject  was  sent 
to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  (though  my  own 
impression  had  been  that  it  should  have  been  referred 
rather  to  the  Commitlee  on  Finance,)  1  assented,  in  the 
hope  that  they  would  confine  what  they  should  pro- 
pose to  the  single  object  of  getting  rid  of  the  order. 
But  for  that  order,  I  presume  that  few  would  have  been 
wiUiDg  lo  touch  the  subject  at  all.  Tbe  majority  of  the 
Senate  were  content  that  matters  thould  have  remained 
as  they  were  under  the  joint  reaolution  of  1816.  But  as 
the  order  interfered  with  tbe  provisions  of  that  resolu- 
tion, it  was  deemed  necessary  that  something  should  be 
done.  1  regret  that  this  bill  is  not  such  a  one  as  was 
called  for  by  the  exigency,  and  confined  to  the  exigen- 
cy. It  goes  beyond  what  was  needed,  in  important  re- 
spects, and,  though  1  most  cordially  wish  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Treasury  order,  there  are  some  things  in  this 
bill  which  do  not  accord  at  all  with  my  own  view  of  what 
the  public  interest  retjuires.  I  feel,  therefore,  some- 
what at  a  loss  lo  know  what  is  the  true  line  of  my  duty 
on  this  occasion.  I  will  state  my  difficulties.  In  the 
first  place,  I  see  nothing  in  the  bill  that  is  fixed  and  sta- 
ble, defined  and  determinate;  nothing  peremptory  and 
decisive,  as  matter  of  law.  i  sBked  the  honurable 
chairman  who  reported  the  hilt,  whether  he  understood 
it  to  be  peremptory  in  its  character,  and  would  be  so  in 
its  practical  efl^cct,  or  nut?  And  liis  answer  was,  that  he 
did  not  doubt  that  lis  operation  would  be  to  pioduce  a 
great  reform  in  the  sUle  of  the  currency.  Now,  what  I 
mnt  to  know  is,  whether  this  bill  will  furnish  the  coun- 
try with  a  legal  statute  rule  as  to  the  payment  of  dcblst 
or  whether  the  whole  matter  will  not  be  left  very  much 
in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury  f  I 
think  it  leaves  too  much  in  that  discretion.  It  provides 
that  he  may  issue  orders  as  h«  may  deem  jieccsBary,  in 
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order  to  secure  the  collection  nf  the  rerentie  in  specie 
and  bilb  of  specie-paying  banks.  Now,  supposing  the 
Secretary  ahould  not  think  that  any  further  order  of  any 
kind  is  necessary?  Then  matte ra  will  remiin  precisely 
as  they  are  now.  Suppose  he  should  believe  one  kind 
of  order  neces-ary  for  one  part  of  the  country,  and 
another  for  another  part?  The  bill  would  allow  all  this. 
It  secures  no  uniform  or  certain  rule. 

Again:  the  particular  previsions  of  the  bill  appear  to 
me  (with  great  deference)  to  have  been  not  well  consid- 
ered. If  ita  enactments  amount  to  a  positive  staiule, 
(and  not  a  mere  permission  or  recommendation,)  then 
neither  land  scrip  nor  revolutionary  scrip  can  be  received 
for  the  public  lands;  or,  if  ihry  can  be  received  for  the 
public  lands,  they  can  equally  be  received  for  the  cus- 
toms. This,  1  presume,  was  nut  intended.  The  bill  is 
imperfect ;  it  imposes  no  duly  on  the  Secretary,  it  enacts 
no  law  to  supersede  a  Treasury  order;  the  whole  tub* 
Ject  is  left  within  the  discretion  of  the  Secrttarj-. 

While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  dues  not  directly  relieve 
the  country  from  tbe  existing  Illegal  and  unconstitutional 
Treasury  order,  on  the  other,  it  does  not  provide  a  cir- 
culating medium  which  slialt  be  uniform  and  legal  in  its 
character.  Could  we  say,  in  so  many  words,  ths.t  all 
the  debts  of  this  Government  shall  be  collected  in  such 
mode  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  iSiall  think  bcsi.^ 
Or  that  such  funds  shall  be  received  as  the  SecreUty 
shall  think  most  expedient,  with  a  view  to  increase  a 
specie  circulation?  thus  presenting  a  mere  in(!ication  of 
the  object  he  is  lo  have  in  view,  and  leaving  all  the  rest 
to  him.  Would  that  be  law,  would  that  be  constitution- 
al? What  sort  of  a  tender  might  a  debtor  of  the  United 
Slates  make,  under  this  Uw,  in  discharge  of  his  debt? 
Suppose  he  tenders  Virginia  land  scrip,  and  the  answer 
given  him  is,  "tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not  is- 
sued  any  order  that  land  scrip  shall  be  receivable  at  the 
custom-house,"  would  that  not  be  a  good  answer? 
As  thia  bill  repeals  all  other  enaelments  in  pari  maltriCt 
does  it  not  refer  the  whole  to  the  Secretary?  Hay  he 
not  issue  one  order  to-day,  and  anotherto-m'-rrow?  One 
order  in  the  Northwest,  and  another  in  the  Southwest? 
It  is  surely  most  important  that,  on  such  a  subject,  there 
should  be  a  plain,  settled,  statutory  proviaion,  declaring 
what  is  receivable  in  discharge  of  debts  due  tbe  Govern* 
ment,  so  that  men  msy  know  what  are  their  rights.  To 
me  it  appears  that,  by  this  bill,  in  its  present  form,  the 
whole  subject  is  left  in  greater  doubt  than  before.  If 
we  do  any  thing  with  a  view  lo  rescinding  the  objection- 
able order,  let  us  have  a  bill  that  shall  apply  to  tbe  rx'- 
gency,  to  that  single  object,  and  give  the  country  some 
unifurm  and  stable  rule.  If  we  reject  the  Treasury  or- 
der, let  us  re-enact  the  reaolution  of  1816|  that  will  get 
rid  of  any  thing  like  rebuke  or  reproach  in  regard  to  (he 
order,  and  will  give  us  at  least  a  law  to  guide  us.  As 
the  bill  stands,  it  leaves  every  thing  in  the  will  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  he  agreed  entirely  in  the 
view  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  This 
bill  left  that  which  should  be  tlie  most  stable  of  sll,  the 
most  unstable.  If  the  Senate  would  indulge  him  by 
postponing  the  subject  till  to-morrow,  he  would  endeav- 
or to  present  his  views  upon  it. 

Hr.  BF.NTON  suggested  thst  it  be  made  the  order  lor 
to-morrow  at  one  o'clock^  but  the  form  of  the  motion 
was,  for  some  technical  reason,  changed  into  lB>ing  the 
bill  fur  the  present  upon  the  table. 

On  this  Mr.  WALKER  demanded  the  yea*  and  nays; 
which,  being  ordered  andlsken,  stood:  Vea$S9,  nayslS. 
So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 
The  qurMion  being  on  Mr.  Bccbjlitab's  nmendmrnt 
to  this  bill,  allowing  parents  to-cnicr  un^l  tracts  for 
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their  children,  to  be  patented  when  they  ahuuld  come 
of  aye- 
After  fome  desultory  conversation,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  postpone  the  bill  to  to-morrow j  but  it  failed: 
Yeaa  18,  naya  27. 

The  question  being  then  taken*  tba  amendment  of  Ur. 
BircBAKAv  was  agreed  to,  as  fullowsi 

Tkas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Hendricks,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  Knight,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Robbina,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Southard,  Strange,  8win, 
Tallmadge,  TumlinHn,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster, 
White— S8. 

NAia— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Fulton,  Grundy,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  Geoi^ia,  Linn,  Moore,  Morris, 
Niles,  Page,  Preston,  Rug^Ls,  Tipton,  Wright — 15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  bill  wss  then  further 
•mended,  so  as  to  allow  no  one  to  enter  a  tract  in  his 
own  name  until  he  u  31  years  old. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  renewed  the  motion  formerly  made 
and  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Mobiib,  to  strike  out  the  lib 
BfCtion  or  the  bill,  including  the  whole  pre-emption 
ciMUse,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  n  hich  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  MORRIS  supported  the  motion. 
Mr.  NILES  opposed  it. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  snd  Mr.  CLAY  spoke  with  warmth 
againat  the  unlimited  pre-emptive  rifthts  conferred  by 
the  bill,  and  Mr.  SEVIER  and  Mr.  WALKER  replied 
in  defence  of  this  section,  with  which,  as  Mr.  W.  de- 
elwd,  the  bill  must  stand  or  fall. 

Mr.  MORKIS  now  moved  an  adjournment,  (It  was 
five  o'ctocki)  and  on  that  motion  Mr.  WALKER  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nayst  which  being  taken,  stood : 
YeM  33,  nays  33: 

So  the  Senate  acyouroed. 

TOBSItATt  itXVkWt  31. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE. 

Tlie  Senate  proceeded  to  the  refonBideration  of  the 
unfavorable  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
claim  of  Joseph  Nnurse. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN  briefly  advocated,  the  claim,  sta- 
ling that  it  rested  on  extra  services  of  the  claimant,  he 
.liaving,  fur  a  number  of  years,  performed  the  duties  of 
n  disburung  officer,  in  addition  to  his  regular  employ, 
tnenti  snd  that  the  claim  had  been  allowed  by  a  judicial 
tribuMd. 

Messrs.  LINN  snd  PRESTON  explained  the  grounds 
on  which  the  unfavorable  report  had  been  maoet  Mr. 
P.  slating  that  the  committee  thought  there  ought  to  be 
«  general  law  regulating  cases  of  this  kind,  and  that  the 
committee  were  embarrassed  by  the  fact  that  a  decis- 
ion unfavorable  to  the  claim  had  been  made  by  a  co-or. 
dinate  branch  of  the  Government,  in  such  a  way  as  to  be 
imperious  if  not  binding  on  Congress. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  opposed  the  claim;  and  the  report, 
on  his  call,  having  been  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

rUDLlC  LANDS. 

Tlie  bill  lo  prohibit  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  ex- 
cept to  actual  settlers,  and  in  limited  quantities,  was  ta. 
ken  up  as  the  special  order,  the  question  being  on  Mr. 
Clat's  aiotion  to  strike  out  the  4th  section,  which  con- 
tains the  pre-emption  principle. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgis,  said  that  he  perfectly  agreed, 
with  tome  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  who  had  addressed  the 
Senate,  that  this  clause  did  not  essentially  difler  in  prin- 
ciple from  the  other  provisions  of  the  bill.  If  the  clause 
were  more  objectionable,  it  was  in  the  extent  and  not  in 
the  obaracler  of  its  operation.  The  whole  bill,  he  said 


was  one  to  encourage  a  system  of  fraudulent  speculation, 
partiality,  perfidy,  and  plunder,  in  which  those  who  had 
the  least  cnnscience  would  make  the  most  money.  He 
had  waded  through  ail  the  various  amendments  made 
and  proposed,  and  thought  he  now  understood  the  char- 
acter and  objects  of  the  bill  as  amended;  and,  if  it  were 
to  pass  in  the  present,  or  any  form  likely  to  be  proposed, 
he  cared  but  little  about  the  details;  and  perhaps  the 
worse  its  provisions  the  better  it  might  ultimately  prove 
for  the  country.  Thus  being  opposed  to  the  whole  ob- 
jects of  the  bill,  Mr.  K.  said  he  would  take  the  occasion 
to  make  some  remarks  upon  the  general  subject,  before 
the  question  should  be  taaenon  the  fourth  section  of  the 
bill. 

It  was  not  likely  (at  least  he  hoped  not]  that  we  should 
have,  strictly,  a  party  vote  upon  this  question.  It  was 
one  of  those  mrasure^  of  which  we  had  had  tpo  many  in 
our  country,  which  proposes  bounties  and  advantages  to 
some  sections  of  the  country  at  the  expense  of  the  re- 
mainder. That  such  lef;tslation  should  be  popular  with 
those  who  expected  to  be  benefited  by  tt,  was  not  at  all 
surprising.  But  that  those  whose  constituents  were  to 
be  despoiled  by  the  unjust  and  unequal  operation  of  (he 
roeawre,  should  quietly  submit  to  it,  ought  not  to  be  ez> 
pected.  Yet  it  is  s  melancholy  truth,  said  he.  In  the  his- 
tory of  human  affairs,  that  such  are  the  hidden  cheat- 
erles  by  which  the  machinery  of  legiElation  is  frequent- 
ly made  to  transfer  the  labor  of  one  class  of  citizens  Into 
the  pockets  of  another,  that  it  often  happens  that  the 
most  partial,  unjust,  and  unequal  legislation  is  precisely 
that  which  obtains  the  most  positive  popularity,  and 
does  most  credit  to  those  who  may  happen  lo  propose  it. 
The  reason,  he  said,  was  obvious.  These  partial  bene- 
fits were  plain  and  palpable.  They  were  felt  by  the  ft- 
vored,  and  perceived  by  every  one,  whilst  the  injury 
and  injustice  to  the  great  mass  of  the  community  were 
more  widely  diffused;  and,  being  somewhat  uf  a  negative 
character,  are  not  so  easily  perceived  or  estimated.  But 
(said  Mr.  K.)  I  doubt  very  much  whether  either  the  Ig- 
norance or  the  apathy  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  particularly  of  the  old  Stales,  will  be 
sufficient  to  protect  this  measure  against  that  discontent 
which  the  gross  injustice  of  it  is  so  well  calculated  to 
engender. 

Mr.  K.  said  that,  as  the  basis  of  all  just  remark  upon 
this  subject,  it  ahuuld  be  constantly  recollected,  as  it 
had  been  repeated,  that  ibe  public  domain  was  a  public 
fund;  as  much  so  as  the  public  money  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  Stales.  It  should,  therefore,  be  sdministered 
and  diatribuled  among  the  people  with  as  much  equality 
as  was  consistent  with  a  fair  administration  of  the  laws. 
It  had  been  truly  said  that  a  large  portion  of  this  public 
domain  had  been  purchWd  with  the  common  blood  and 
the  common  treasure  of  the  people  of  the  old  thirteen 
Stales.  In  obedience  to  this  feeling,  and  in  answer  to 
the  petitions  of  their  fellow-citizena  of  the  other  States 
of  the  confederacy,  the  people  of  these  States,  who  had 
the  exclusive  right  and  jurisdiction  over  this  property, 
had  generously  surrendered  it  for  the  common  neneflt  of 
the  whole.  Another  large  portion  of  this  properly,  lie 
said,  and  much  the  Nrgest  undisposed  of,  had  actually 
been  purchased  with  money  from  the  common  Treasury; 
money  which  had  been  collected  by  actual  taxation  upon 
the  consumption  of  the  peoplr,  and  which,  it  must  be 
admitted,  had  borne  most  heavily  on  the  people  of  the 
old  States.  One  would  suppose,  when  we  looked  at  the 
history  of  this  property,  when  we  saw  frota  what  source 
it  had  been  derived,  and  with  whose  labor  and  money  it 
had  been  purchased,  that  it  would  be  considered  suffi- 
ciently generous  in  alt  conscience,  to  allow  to  the  new 
members  of  the  confederacy  an  equal  participation  In 
this  great  national  partnership  fund,  when  they  did  not, 
as  members,  bring  a  duller  into  thecoocern. 
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TliiB  eq^OKlltj  he  did  not  coiapliin  of,  ind  no  one  com- 
pltined  ot'  it,  but  it  htd  never  been  considered  u  nulfi' 
c'lentj  ind,  tcconlin^y,  miltioni  upon  Tniltiona  hud  been 
lavUbed  upon  them,  Trom  (ime  to  time,  in  one  form  or 
other.  When  «e  consider  the  clioice  Mieclioni  they  had 
been  permitted  lo  make;  the  tvelve  or  thirteen  millions 
or  acres  of  land  alone  that  had  been  given  to  them  were 
probably  worth  one  hamlred'tnd  fifty  millions  of  dollan* 
or  a  sum  nearly  double  what  had  ever  come  into  the 
Treasury  from  tbe  entire  sales  of  the  public  land  since 
the  commencement  of  the  Government.  IVell,  one 
would  suppose  thst  those  enormous  bounties,  at  the  ex- 
penne  of  their  fellow-citizens  of  the  old  States,  wotild 
astiify  the  most  voracious  sppetite.  But  not  so.  For 
their  advantage,  solely,  the  poblic  land  had  been  put 
down,  and  kept  down,  at  one  tenth  of  its  value,  as  com* 
pared  with  lands  of  equal  quality  in  the  obi  States  of  the 
Union.  This  ftet  had  Just  been  admitted  by  one  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill.  The  result  was  precisely  what  might 
have  been  eipecled.  The  annals  of  time  furniabrd  no 
instance,  either  parallel  or  approximate,  of  equal  rapid- 
ity in  growth,  wealth,  population,  and  prosperity,  to 
that  exhibited  by  the  junior  members  of  the  confedera- 
cy. On  the  other  hand,  history  fumiihed  few  examples, 
under  firre  ^vemmenl,  of  such  premature  old  Bj^,  de> 
erepitade*  and  decay,  as  that  which  was  exhibited  by 
•ome  of  the  old  States  of  this  Union,  Costly  dwelfinp 
were  nen  ihouldetinK  into  ruins,  and  plantations  Ibst 
iboatd  Mill  be  valuable  were  lefl  to  wash  into  ruta  and 
gullies,  and  grow  up  in  briers.  Sir,  said  he,  it  is  enough 
to  make  Uie  heart  of  any  patriot  from  one  of  the  old 
States  bleed  to  travel  through  this  favored  region,  and 
compkre  ita  condition  with  the  impoverished  home  he 
has  left.  But  how  could  it  be  otherwise,  with  this 
heavy  bounty,  fumisbed  at  the  common  charge  for  tlie 
exclusive  beneht  of  a  small  portion  of  the  Sutes' 

Mr.  K.  had  hoped,  at  least,  thst  these  manifold  bitun- 
ties,  and  this  contrast  so  melancholy,  and  the  truth  of 
which  all- must  acknowledge,  would  have  softened  the 
hearts  and  stayed  the  hands  of  those  who  seemed  deter- 
mined on  tbe  destruction  of  the  old  States:  but  not  so; 
they  were  stiH  unsatisfied.  Emboldened  by  iheir  own 
strength,  derived  from  the  munificence  of  those  they  de- 
spoil, and  by  the  weakness  of  ibe  latter,  occasioned  by 
the  same  cause,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  few  unnalursl  al- 
lies, they  now  boldly  come  forward  and  claim,  for  their 
exclusive  benefit,  the  whole  of  tliis  immense  national 
fund.  Nay,  said  he,  a  great  deal  more  than  this;  for  he 
would  infinitely  prefer  an  entire  surrender  of  the  whole 
of  the  national  domain,  and  get  rid  of  the  expense,  and 
these  eternal  torments  and  importanittrs,  than  to  see  this 
biU  puKd  upon  the  people  of  the  oM  States.  If  the 
law  should  be  honestly  enforced,  the  proceeds  of  the 
lales  would  not  psy  the  expenses  or  our  Isnd  machinery; 
certainly  not,  if  we  included  the  Indian  treaties,  lndi»n 
wars,  and  Indian  annuities,  which  were  all  fairly  charge- 
bleto  this  account.  Thus  losing  the  whole  of  this  im-^ 
mense  properly,  (he  old  Slates  would  be  farther  burden- 
ed with  the  expense  of  parcelling  it  out  to  others.  ]f 
the  law  should  be  evaded,  the  sales  would  be  aomelhing 
larger,  bat  the  profits  on  speculations  would  be  an  ex- 
elusive  bounty  to  crime,  and  a  premium  to  ingenious  and 
fraudulent  speculation. 

And  yet  we  are  told,  said  Mr.  K.,  that  we  must  go  for 
this  measure  because  it  isan  administration  measure.  In 
its  present  form  he  did  nut  believe  it  was  so.  He  knew 
the  pre-emption  clause  was  not,  aa  all  knew  that  nothing 
waa  more  abhorred  by  the  Executive  than  that  unjust 
Mid  odious  feature  in  the  bill.  But,  said  Mr.  K.,  bow< 
ever  this  may  br,  do  not  tdk  to  me  of  adminislration 
measures,  whilst  you  have  got  your  fingers  in  my  pock- 
els,  or  the  pockets  of  my  constituents.    Take  them  out, 

r,  and  then  we  can  better  reaaon  the  natter.  Iiweri 


•ome  equivocal  provision;  mantle  the  bill  in  some  ob- 
scurity; alTurd  aome  temporary  refuge  for  reason,  whilst 
f«ncy  may  be  called  in  to  promise  some  distant  hope  of 
a  possible  advantage  to  the  old  States,  to  compensate 
them,  to  some  extent,  for  ibe  enormous  sacrifices  which 
you  propose  to  force  upon  them.  Do  not,  said  br,  in- 
sult us  with  this  plain  project  of  tNkfaig  money  from  the 
pockets  of  one  elais  oi  eitixena  and  puttii^  It  into  thoae 
of  another. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  K.,  the  people  of  Georgia,  that 
grestly  wronged,  much  abused,  and  much  injured  State, 
yielding  to  Ihe  claims  of  their  fetlow-citizens  of  the  oth- 
er States,  with  whom,  in  a  common  ciiiie,  they  had 
marched  through  the  perils  of  the  Revolution,  generoua- 
ty  surrendered  lo  the  Uniied  States  (with  reservations 
too  insignificant  to  notice,  «hen  compared  lo  the  value 
of  the  whole)  two  of  the  finest  States  in  the  Union. 

This  territory,  if  disposed  of  to  the  best  advantage, 
would  have  frerd  the  State  from  taxation  to  the  end  of 
lime.  Though  millions  of  it  had  been  squandered  upon 
squatters,  refinqitished  to  speculators  by  the  refief  law, 
and  otherwise  prodigally  disposed  of,  the  past  and  future 
receipts  from  it  would  likely  be  near  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollaft.  And  yet  the  people  of  Georgia,  to 
whom  thia  immense  properly  once  exclusively  belonged, 
are  hereafter  to  be  virtually  deprived  of  all  penjdpatkm 
in  it,  as  a  common  interest  to  the  eonfederaqr.  Her  eit- 
izens  are  to  be  deprived  of  the  poor  privilege  of  buying 
It  at  the  price  fixed  by  the  Government,  lo  which  it  was 
gratuitously  given.  The  honest  plantcC,  with  a  growing 
»mily  of  sons,  with  prudent  foresight,  looking  forward 
to  Ihe  period  when  your  unnatural  combinatjona  and  le- 
gisbtive  plunder  may  render  his  impoveri^ed  State  an 
unfit  habitation  for  man,  cannot  provide  for  them  a  few 
aeetiona  of  land  In  a  more  favored  St»te,  without  aubnit- 
tlng  to  ceremonies  and  restrictions  vhieh,  to  an  honest 
man,  will  render  the>privilege  worse  than  a  mockery. 
He  must  stand  by,  said  Mr.  K.,  and  see  this  property 
lied  up  by  narrow,  contracted,  partial  legislation,  into  ■ 
bundle  of  bribes  and  bounties,  calculated  and  intended  lo 
drain  the  resources  and  consummate  the  ruin  of  the  Stale 
whose  generosity  furnished  the  mrans  of  perpetmling 
the  injustice.  Sir,  said  he,  when  tbe  people  of  Georgia 
send  me  here  lo  plunder  them,  and  not  to  protect  them, 
I  may  think  of  the  proposition,  but  not  before. 

What  were  the  reasons  urged  for  this  psrtial  aitd  op- 
pressive measure?  Interest  was  sufilcient  to  address  to 
some;  party,  peHiaps,  to  others;  but  what  were  the  rea> 
aons  addressed  to  thoae  members  from  the  old  Stales 
who  were  disposed  to  stand  up  for  the  rights  of  their 
constitucnuf  Why,  they  were  tbe  greet  and  threaten- 
ing evils  of  a  redundant  Treasury.  It  was  alrange  ibis 
measure  had  not  been  urged  with  auch  zeal,  fur  theae 
reasons,  when  there  wss  some  necrsiily  for  it.  Where 
WHS  this  surplus  now,  or  from  whence  was  it  to  be  de- 
rived during  Ihe  present  year?  Gentlemen  had  shown 
commendable  caution  in  making,  or  rather  in  not  Dtak'ng, 
calculations  on  this  subject.  No  one  had  descended  lo 
the  use  of  figures  but  the  Senator  fn>m  M.s>lssippi|  and 
he,  Mr.  K<  tliought,  contrary  to  his  wont,  upon  grave 
matters,  had  been  a  little  fl'ghiy  upon  thia  subject.  Tbe 
Senator  had  estimated  a  future  annunl  surplus  of  30  miU 
lions  of  dollars,  and  that,  wiihout  this  measure,  80  or  lOO 
millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands  would  pass  into  the 
hands  of  speculators  in  the  next  four  years.  And  what 
was  the  basis  of  his  estimate?  Why,  he  had  taken  the 
proceeds  of  the  last  year,  (about  25  millions,)  and  made 
them  the.  basis  of  his  estimate  fur  the  next  four  years. 
1'he  Senator  might  just  ai  well  have  antieipaled  is  1813, 
that  because  Napcueon  Bonaparte  Invaded  Ruasta  wHb 
an  effective  army  of  400,000  fighting  men,  be  would  be 
enabled  to  make  the  same  eflbit  annually  &r  tbe  remain- 
der of  hit  life.-  It  b  cert^ly,  sud^Mr.  K.,  a  logkel 

Digitized  by  LiOOglC 


649  OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS.  650 

Jul.  31, 1837.]  PtMie  land*.  [%tMm. 


mode  of  retsoninf,  to  m.j  tbtt  what  happeiw  one  y«ar 
RWy>  under  the  aMM.drcumstanMa,  happen  the  next) 
but  tingle  iostancet  are  not  aiwayi  followed  by  their  likei 
and  ihere  are  extraordinary  cautea  operating  in  finance 
and  speculation,  » there  are  in  war,  and  almoat  every 
thing  ebe. 

Wtaat,  tben»  Mid  Hr.  K.,  are  the  probable  cautea  to 
which  ve  are  to  attrUiute  the  extraordinary  reiults  in  the 
aatea  of  (be  fiiiblte  huida  in  the  year  1836,  and  the  year 
preceding?  If  (he  causes  are  of  a  permanent  nature, 
the  reaults  may  be  relied  upon  aa  the  baaia  of  future  ea- 
linutes;  if  they  be  only  temporary,  have  ceaaed  to  eziat, 
or  are  rapidly  pataingaway,  all  reasoning  on  web  prcffl- 
isei  is  more  delusive  than  demonslrative. 

Mr.  K.  then  proceeded  to  enumerate  some  of  these 
ouses.  la  1834  it  was  settled  that  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea  would  not  be  renewed.  The 
reoMnl  of  Ibis  inatilulion  (of  which  be  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  aa  complaining)  had  encouraged  in  the 
country  hopes  of  great  profits  by  banking,  and  we  had 
accordingly  been  inundated  with  an  uncontrolled,  unreg- 
ulated flood  of  paper  money,  issuing  from  the  sluices  of 
five  hundred  new  banks,  with  additional  supplies  from 
the  old  onesi  and  in  the  last  four  years  the  currency  of 
the  country,  including  specie,  according  to  the  most 
probable  computation,  bad  a  little  more  than  doubled. 
Was  this  a  pernuineot  stale  of  tbinga^  Did  we  expect 
that  our  currency  was  to  double  every  foullyears? 

Well,  contin^ued  Mr.  K-,  what  vat  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  this  sudden  and  extraordinary  inflation  of  the 
currency.^  It  was  a  spirit  of  speculation  and  over^trading, 
which  reached  public  lauds  as  well  as  private  lands,  and 
private  lots,  and  every  species  of  properly  that  was  a 
subject  of  bargain  and  salet  Thia  spirit  had  extended 
to  unbroken  forests,  as  well  u  town^  eitie%  and  villages. 
It  eonbraeed  the  poor  pine  Unda  of  Jfaiite,  aa  veil  aa 
"Jackson  city,"  on  the  Potomaci  a  city  which,  ui  the 
spirit  of  the  times,  after  the  lots  had  been  dispoaed  of, 
wsa  commenced  and  finished  in  a  ungle  dvy.  I'hese 
wild  speculations,  expending  to  every  thing,  were  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  this  grea(  redundancy  ol  the 
Currency:  for  money  was  unlike  most  other  commodities 
in  the  extent  of  the  demand  for  it.  There  was  no  cer- . 
tun  limitation  on  tbe  demand  except  that  which  was 
found  in  a  rimiution  of  the  supply*  So  general  was  the 
disposition  to  make  money  without  labor,  that  men  would 
always  be  found  to  adventure  in  speculation  when  they 
could  procure  money  with  facility. 

Mr.  K.  said  that  this  redundancy  of  the  currency  had, 
moreover,  been  sustained,  by  concurrent  cuises,  (some 
of  them  not  dependent  on  the  markets  of  this  country,} 
fur  an  unusual  length  of  time,  without  a  reaction.  In 
the  first  pUc^  said  he,  it  has  to  happened  titat  the  in- 
creased demand  for  our  principal  exporta  has  gradually 
increased  in  value  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  Tlie 
value  of  our  elxporta  each  year,  for  lliat  period,  has  been 
an  advance  on  that  of  the  year  preceding.  As  a  general 
rule,  with  the  advantage  of  such  progressive  increase  in 
the  value  of  exportation,  it  ia  impossible  to  create  a  de- 
mand for  the  exportation  of  specie  whiLt  such  increase 
continues.  Bu^  unfortunately,  this  haa  not  been  the 
only  means  by  which  we  have  increaaed  tbe  debits  of 
our  foreign  account.  Look  at  our  foreign  account  for 
the  year  1836 — one  hundred  and  seventy-fi>ur  millions 
of  imports,  and  one  hundred  and  twenly-two  millions  of 
exportsi  leaving  a  balance  of  fifiy-lwo  millions  against 
u%  deducting  only  our  portion  of  the  profits  of  trade. 
Tbeee  profiia  could  not  be  safely  put  down  at  more  than 
twelve  or  fifteen  millioni^  leamw  aprcrtiable  clear  bal- 
ance against  us  of  fhrty  milUons  of  dollars.  And  yet,  be 
said,  the  exchanges  had  continued  in  our  favor,  indica- 
ting a  favorable  balance.  Sir,  said  be,  what  sort  of  a 
balance  U  tbisf   It  is  ml  a  batonee  on  tbe  exchange  of 


valuable  commodities.  It  is  the  deceptive  balance  of 
tbe  borrower  to  the  lender.  If,  said  he,  you  be  a  man 
of  fortune,  and  I  be  without  fortune,  yet,  if  I  borrow  all 
your  money  1  will  have  plenty  of  money  and  you  will  be 
destitute,  though  the  richer  man  of  the  two.  And  if  it 
be  necessary  for  you  to  send  the  money  you  loan  to  me 
from  Alabama  to  Georgia,  my  note,  sent  to  you  in  ex- 
change for  it,  produoes  precisely  tbe  same  effect  upon 
the  exchanges  between  the  two  Statea  aa  if  (  bad  con- 
signed to  you  the  value  in  valuable  commodities. 

By  just  such  means  have  we  indicated  a  favorable 
balance  against  Europe.  Instesd  of  the  produce  of  in- 
dustry, we  have  sent  about  forty  millions  in  note.%  bonds, 
stocks,  and  State  securities,  and,  tbe  exchange  being  in 
our  favor,  we  have  imported  the  return  in  specie.  So 
that  we  have  not  only  burrowed  forty  millions  to  suttain 
our  currency  in  the  single  year  of  1836,  but  we  have 
borrowed  that  amount  in  specie  to  aid  in  SDstaining  • 
p^ier  issue.  What  was  tbe  result  of  all  Ibis?  Why, 
the  result  of  Ibe  extravagant  speculations  growing  out 
of  a  redundant  currency,  and  that  redundant  currency, 
austsined  and  kepi  up  by  the  means  adverted  to,  had 
been  a  large  surplus  treasure  deposited  in  the  deposite 
banks.  Tbe  interest  of  Ihfse  banks  required  that  they 
ahould  make  the  most  of  tbe  deposiiei  and,  to  do  this, 
they  would  naturally  prefer  loaning  to  speculators  in  the 
public  landa,  as  they  were  certain  of  a  return  of  Ibe  de- 
posite. Tolhirixrge  deponte,  Mr.  K.  thought,  might 
be  attributed,  perhaps,  the  whole  increase  in  the  sales 
in  1836  over  the  sales  of  1835,  which  increase  was  about 
$10,000,000. 

Now,  continued  Mr.  K.,  these  are  the  principal  causes, 
[  apprehend,  of  the  extraordinsry  results  in  the  pro- 
eeedsof  tbesalesin  1835-'6.  Are  they  permanent^  Cau 
their  eonttnuanee  be  relied  on  as  the  basis  of  future  es> 
t'rmalesr  If  not,  these  calculations  of  twenty-five  mil- 
lions a  year  fVom  this  source,  herealier,  are  mere  delu* 
sions,  and  cannot  safely  be  tsKen  as  the  bas^s  of  impor- 
Uiit  legislation.  Let  ua  look,  iben.  at  the  last  cause 
fi:st:  the  surplus  revenue  in  the  deposi  e  bank!,  amount- 
ing to  forty  or  fifty  millions  during  1836,  is  now  sinking 
under  the  operation  of  the  deposite  law,  and,  in  the 
coune  of  the  >ear,  will  entirely  disappear.  This  great 
csuae  is  Uien,  rapidly  passing  away.  Next,  as  lo  the 
condition  of  the  currency,  generally— the  primary  cause 
of  speculation,  la  it  to  be  sustained  by  causes  hereto- 
fore opersting^  Can  it  be  propped  up  any  longer  by 
borrowing  from  Europe?  On  the  contrary,  we  find  the 
resource  of  borrowing  entirely  cut  off,  and  the  moneyed 
interests  in  Europe  have  take'n  steps  to  stop  the  export- 
ation of  specie  to  this  country.  And  such  is  tbe  state 
of  the  money  market  in  Europe,  that  it  is  likely  all  stocks 
sent  there  on  pledge  will  be  returned  for  redemption, 
and  all  loans  falling  due  will  be  pressed  for  payment. 
'■  The  most  favorable  view  of  this  branch  of  the  subject  is, 
that  the  principal  of  our  European  loan  cannot  be  in- 
cressedi  and  even  if  our  whole  cf-edit  there  be  continued 
as  a  loan,  the  interest  hereaHer  must  be  added  to  the 
other  ude  of  tbe  accounti  and  the  rise  in  exchanges 
will  probably  swm  call  fur  an  exportation  of  specie. 

In  the  next  place,  have  we  arty  hope  of  assistance 
from  an  advance  in  our  exports?  On  the  contrary,  alt 
accounts  concur  in  sustaining  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  his  opinion,  thut  in  this  tttere  will  be  a  very  heavy 
decline.  We  have,  then,  none  of  the  extraordinary 
means  of  sustaining  over-issues,  which  we  have  com- 
manded heretofore.  Sir,  said  he,  1  am  no  practical 
merchant,  no  practical  banker,  and  do  not  profess  to  be 
high  authority  on  these  subjects.  He  -wished  to  create 
no  panics)  and  bad  too'little  confidence  in  his  own  judg- 
ment to  make  any  positive  prophecies.  Bui  if  he  pos- 
sessed Ibe  ordinary  bculty  of  eonnectiog  effecta  with 
tiidr  eaosei^  where  the  coDOMioa  was  ebvious  h« 
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IhougM  we  hid  the  facli  before  i»,  fiom  which  we 
might  reiaonably  iipprehrnd  one  of  the  moit  tremen- 
dous explosions  that  ever  afflicled  any  commercial  peo- 
ple. It  might  be  averted  or  postponed,  but  no  prudent 
and  experienced  financier,  he  thought,  would  tct  on  the 
presnmption  that  it  could  be  entirely  avoided,  or  even 
postponed  to  a  very  distant  day. 

I'bere  was  another  reason,  Mr.  K.  theugliti  for  a  di- 
minished estimate  in  the  aalef  of  the  public  landst  and 
tbkt  was  the  very  fact  upon  which  high  future  estimates 
had  been  made.  He  alluded  to  tlie  great  quantity  of 
land  lately  taken  up  on  speciiUtion.  These  lands,  he 
hid,  were  doubtless  the  beat- selections,  and  nearest  (o 
the  aettled  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  quintity  was 
Hiflicicnt  to  anticipate  the  demand  fur  actual  setllement 
for  twelve  or  fifteen  years.  When  the  spirit  of  specula- 
tion had  eeaied,  these  lands  most  come  extensively  into 
competition  with  the  Government,  and  diminish  (he 
Government  sales.  It  was  a  grest  mistake  to  suppose 
that  larf^e  land  companies  or  speculators  were  in  the 
habit  of  holding  up  their  lands  at  exorbitant  and  forbid- 
ding prices,  (hat  a  large  and  unproductive  properly 
might  be  sold  and  settled  by  posterity.  They  had,  gen- 
erally, neither  the  power  nor  inclinalion  to  do  so.  They 
could  not  obtain  very  large  profits  whilst  die  Govern* 
ment  was  in  free  competition  with  land  of  equal  quality 
and  at  as  low  prices.  Mr.  K.  mentioned  several  initaii- 
ces  where  investments  in  Alabam*,  tn  1820,  on  specula- 
tions, had  yielded  only  an  interest  on  the  investment, 
and  in  some  cases  not  even  that.  He  also  staled  that 
Rome  of  his  friends  had  gone  to  Mississippi  dnrin^  the 
late  land  sales,  and  had  purchased  the  choice  selection", 
from  a  large  supply  held  by  i  land  company,  at  a  mod- 
erate advance  on  the  original  cost,  and  had  preferred 
purohadng  of  these  companies  to  taking  their  chances  at 
the  sales.  Operating  upon  a  targe  scale,  a  small  ad- 
vance per  acre  alTords  a  handsome  profit,  though  gen- 
erally less  than  is  paid  (o  "  land  hunter*,"  for  selecting 
aTid  locating  in  smaller  quantities.  As  much  of  ihe  mo- 
ney with  which  lands  have  been  purchased  on  specula- 
tion bad  been  borrowed,  Mr.  K.  thought  many  pur- 
chasers would,  from  necessity,  come  into  competition 
with  the  Government,  at  Mimething  Ike  Government 
prices.  Hut,  if  we  restrict  the  competition  of  Govern- 
ment, we  g've  a  monopoly  to  previous  purchasers,  and 
prMbably  secure  to  them  very  heavy  speculations.  Such 
inconvenient  restrictions  on  the  Government  sales  must 
make  the  fortunes  of  those  who  have  already  invested 
largely  in  the  public  lands.  However  this  might  be,  he 
Slid,  the  large  quantity  in  the  hands  of  individuHls, 
which  had  rapidly  accumulated  there  from  temporary 
causes,  must  come  very  largely  into  competition  with 
the  Government  sales. 

'  Mr.  K.  aNo  briefly  alluded  to  the  probable  independ- 
ence and  settlemeni  of  Texas,  atfio  distant  period.  If 
this  should  occur,  there  would  be  a  large  body  of  the 
finest  lands  in  the  world,  opened  at  fifty  cents  per  acre. 
This  tempta'ion  would  carry  off  thousands  of  our  emi- 
grating populaliTn,  and  reduce  Ihe  demand  for  settle- 
ment and  cultivation.  Thi<,  he  said,  wasa  contingency, 
to  be  surrt  but  every  argument  at  all  bearing  upon  the 
subject  should  be  noticed,  when  Xhye  was  a  proposition 
which  'Virtually  gave  up  this  immense  property  of  the 
people,  as  a  common  property,  and  distributed  it  in 
bounties  and  benefits.  Upon  Ihe  whole,  Mr.  K.  con- 
cludedthat,  when  we  examined  thecauecsof  the  extra- 
ordinary amount  derived  from  the  public  lands  during 
Ihe  last  two  yean,  and  that  those  causes  were  passing 
awsy,  and  presenting  considerations  upon  which  we 
should  greatly  reduce  a  future  estinule,  the  estimate  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  much  more  probable 
than  any  other  by  which  it  had  been  attsckedi  it  waa  (he 
eatimate  of  sn  experirnced  and  practical  financier,  and 
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gentlemen  could  not  and  did  not  attack  it  by  reaaaned  cal- 
culations, but  flourished  over  it  without  ihe  use  of  a 

single  figure. 

Ilut,  said  Mr.  K.,  I  can  tel)  gentlemen,  fur  their 
consfdation,  (hat  they  shall  not  escape  so  easily  in  tbia 
matter.  They  shall  come  to  the  point,  and  aubmit  to  an 
examinat'ion  of  figures:  yes,  and  those,  too,  figures  of 
arithmetic^  and  not  figures  of  rhetoric.  They  shall  either 
shut  their  eyet,  refute  or  admit,  or  the  only  avowed  mo- 
tive by  which  they  justify  their  votes  for  this  flagrant 
robbery  of  the  old  Statea  shall  be  taken  from  them 
without  their  consent. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  would  now  proceed  to  show  what 
foDndalion  there  was  for  an  alarm  about  a  surplus  in 
1837,  which  was  the  only  ground  upon  which  any  mem- 
ber from  an  old  State  dare  to  place  his  vote  to  plunder 
his  constituents.  He  would  first  attempt  to  do  so  by 
that  slighted  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  gentlemen  could  run  over,  but  could  not  reason 
down.  He  would  then  look  at  the  account  as  il  would 
stand,  even  if  the  Secretary  was  as  far  mi^itaken  aa  gen- 
men  supposed. 

What,  then,  continued  he,  according  to  this  estimate, 
will  be  the  cash  resources  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
I837t  The  Secretary  estimates  them  at  twenty-nine  mil- 
lions—that is,  five  millions  retained  in  (he  Treasuryof  un- 
expended appropriR<ions,  and  twenty-four  millions  as  the 
receipts  of  the  year.  From  what  source  is  thistwenty  four 
millions  of  income  to  be  derived?  Let  us  examine  each 
item,  and  see  how  far  the  estimate  can  be  attacked  in  de- 
tvil.  The  first  item  is  for  customs,  sixleeh  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Was  that  too  low*  The  customs 
produced  more  last  year;  but  last  year  the  importations 
had  been  swelled  by  temporary  csuses,  such  as  the  great 
destruction  by  the  New  York  fire,  a  spirit  of  speculHtion, 
&c.,  and  could  not  be  relied  on  as  the  basis  of  future 
estimates.  The  estimate  made  by  the  Secretary  might 
be  a  little  too  high  or  too  low.  It  was  more  than  we  de- 
rived from  the  customs  in  1834,  when  the  duties  were 
higher  than  they  wdl  be  in  1837,  and  no  practical  finan- 
cier, at  the  head  oU  (he  Department,  would  have  con- 
sidered it  safe  10  calculate  on  a  greater  revenue  from 
this  source.  This  item,  however,  had  not  been  attack- 
ed, and  might  therefore  aland  admitted.  The  next  item 
wa<i  two  million  dollars  from  the  stock  of  the  Bank 
^fthe  United  Stales:  nobody  had  questioned  tbil  itemi 
we  might  get  more  than  this  from  the  bank  in  1837, 
but  at  the  same  time  we  might  not  get  a  cent.  At  any 
rate,  this  was  not  a  permanent  source  of  income;  it  was 
a  part  of  our  capital.  That  item  not  being  disputed, 
time  need  not  be  wa«.ted  upon  it.  The  next  item  wai 
five  hundred  thousand  doibrs  for  interest,  and  other 
small  matters,  about  which  there  could  be  little  mistake. 
The  next  item  was  that  of  the  public  lands,  five  millitm 
dollars,  which  was  the  principal  subject  of  attack.  On 
that  item,  in  addition  to  what  lie  had  said,  he  would  only 
here  remark,  that  it  was  more  than  the  public  ianda  had 
ever  brought  into  the  Treasury  in  one  j  ear,  except  in 
the  years  1835  and  1836.  And  if  the  ckuscs  of  the  ex- 
traordinary results  in  these  two  years  had  been  shown  to 
be  of  a  temporary  character,  no  higher  eslimate  could 
buve  been  safely  relied  on. 

The  account,  then,  stands  thus: 
Prom  customs,       -         -         -  -$16,500,000 
Bank  stock,         -         -         -         -  2,000,000 
Interest  on  money  from  deposite  banks,  &c.  500,000 
Sales  of  public  lands,       -         -         -  5,000,000 


t34,000.000 
Reserved  in  the  Treasury  of  unexpended 
appropriationi^  ....  5,000,000 

$29,000,000 
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Tbil  n  the  Mim*  thei^  to  anaver  the  oalb 
of  the  GDvernment  in  1837.  What  are 
tKe  charges  upon  ilt  In  the  first  place, 
m  round  numbers,  the  appropriations, 
new,  transferred,  and  permanent,  (or 
1837,  as  estimated,  are     -  $36,000,000 

Unexpended  appropriations  •  14^000,000 


Leaving  ua  indebted  to  appropriations. 


#40,000,000 


at  the  end  of  the  year  1837, 


911,000,000 


It  will  be  seen  from  this  that,  even  if  there  remain 
unexpended  appropriations  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  end 
or  1837,  to  the  amount  of  $14,000,000,  that  is,  a  sum  as 
large  as  remained  at  (he  end-of  1836,  (a  very  improbable 
event,)  then  we  shall  have  only  93,000,000  in  money  to 
answer  the  demand,  and  will  owe  still  $11,000,000  more 
than  we  have  money  in  the  Treasury  to  pay.  But  if 
there  should  remain  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  end  of  1837, 
a  much  smaller  uim,  say  only  (9,000,000,  (a  result  much 
more  probable,)  why,  then,  we  should  have  to  call  on 
the  States  fur  $2,000,000,  and  would  still  owe  $9,000,000 
to  appropriations  beside. 

The  above,  Mr.  K.  said,  would  be  the  probable  slate 
of  the  sccount,  provided  the  estimatei  of  the  Secretary 
were  correct,  as  well  in  appropriations  as  receipts. 
Should  we,  then,  appropriate  what  was  asked  by  the 
Government.^  He  wv  no  diiposition  to  vote  les»,  and 
particulariy  by  those  most  in  favor  of  this  bill;  and  on 
thia  subject  he  would  only  fuKber  remark  that,  for  many 
years  past.  Congress  had  uniformly  appropriated  from 
two  tu  four  millions  more  than  was  asked  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  last  year  we  had  approttriated  about  ten 
mitlioM  more. 

But  it  was  said  the  Secretary  was  in  error  in  hia  esti- 
mate of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  Very  well, 
let  us  view  the  matter  with  that  admission.  How  much 
was  he  wronR?  It  seemed  to  be  a  private  sentiment 
with  some,  that,  as  tho  deposites  would  not  be  removed 
entirely  till  the  end  of  1837,  and  money  might  be  made 
more  plenty  in  the  Slates  by  distribution,  the  specula- 
tidhs  might  continue  sufficiently,  during  1837,  to  bring 
into  the  Treasury  ten  millbna.  There  was  some  reason 
in  this)  and  fur  such  gentlemen  we  wauld  put  down  ten 
millions,  and  say  the  Secretary  has  erred  five  millions. 
What  tben^  Why,  we  wouid  still  owe  six  millions  at 
the  end  of  1837.  Did  any  one,  except  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  ask  more  than  this?  If  bo,  give  them  lifteen 
millions,  and  we  would  still  owe  one  million  to  appro- 
priations; and  even  carry  the  amount  to  the  twenty 
millions,  (a* sum  to  which  it  could  only  be  carried  by  a 
race  of  (he  imagination,)  and  we  should,  even  then,  only 
have  fourmillionain  the  Treasury  unappropriated.  Thia 
was  a  sum  with  which  we  should  never  be  discontented, 
and  to  get  rid  of  which  he  would  never  adopt  any  ex- 
traordinary measure.  U  waa  a  sum  we  had  often  bad  in 
our  Treasury,  and  which  was  calculated  to  do  no  ii^ury 
or  create  any  alarm. 

The  only  object,  then,  which  members  From  the  old 
State*  would  avow  to  justify  this  outrage  upon  their  con> 
■tituents,  was  entirely  swept  from  under  them  by  mathe- 
matical demonnration.  If  there  were  any  error  in  thia 
calculation,  let  gentlemen  show  it.  There  was  no  dan- 
ger, however,  (hat  gentlemen  would  even  attempt  this; 
lor,  except  by  general  assertions  and  sweeping  esti> 
mates,  it  was  a  branch  of  the  subject  they  seemed 
anxious  to  smother.  In  the  very  sweeping  glance  of  the 
only  Senator  who  had  touched  it*  be  took  scarcely  a 
notice  of  expenditures,  nor  did  he  even  noUce  that  we 
owe  finirleen  millions  to  unexpended  appropriations. 
The  truth  waa,  he  said,  (bat  the  bill  was  supported  by  a 
strange  and  unnatural  ctmbimtion.   Supposed  interest 


was  sufficient  fbr  somei  -the  influence  operating  on 
others  be  wouldname,  and  perhaps  did  not  knowi  and 
others  were  actuated  by  motivea  they  did  not  think 
proper  to  avow.  He  said  it  cotild  not  be  disguised,  and 
ought  not  to  be  denied,  that  (he  only  object  of  one  in- 
fluence exerted  in  favor  of  this  bill  was  to  draw  back 
the  money  deposited  with  the  States,  and  indirectly  de- 
feat the  depoaite  bill.  That  this  must  be  the  eflect  of 
the  measure  was  inevitable,  unless  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  could  be  greatly  reduced,  which  no  dne 
had  suggested  was  immediately  practicable.  And  why 
this  persevering  opposition  and  untiring  antipathy  to  tlie 
deposite  bili.^  No  one  regretted  the  necesuty  for  that 
bill  more  than  he  did  at  the  time,  and  no  one  who  voted 
againftt  the  bill  was  more  opposed  to  raising  money  fur 
distribution,  or  to  a  policy  of  dibtribution.  But  this  was 
an  extraordinary  meaaure,  to  meet  an  extraordinary 
emergency.  We  found  thirty  or  forty  milliona  In  tite 
Treasury  more  than  was  required  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Government.  The  question  was  not  so  much  bow 
it  was  raised,  as  what  should  be  done  with  it._  if  it  had 
been  improperly  raised,  that  was  no  reason  why  it 
ahould  be  improperly  wasted,  or  disposed  of  in  a  man- 
ner to  produce  the  greatest  evils..  To  continue  this 
amount  in  the  deposite  banks  was  acknowledged,  even 
by  tbe  opponents  of  the  bill,  to  be  altogether  intolera- 
ble; the  President  himself  bad  acknowledged  thisi  and 
yet  the  opponents  of  the  bill,  though  full  of  objections, 
had  no  plan  except  to  allow  the  money  to  remain  in  the 
deposite  banks,  where  Ibey  acknowledged  it  was  ruin- 
ing the  currency,  and  would  ruin  the  country.  The 
Senator  from  Missouri  [Hr.  Bxntok]  had  a  plan,  to  be 
sure,  and  that  was  to  raise  the  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  expend  the  surplus  in  fortifications, 
armories,  arsenals.  Etc.  The  great  objeclion  to  thia 
plan  was  that  in  expending  the  surplus,  merely  to  get 
rid  of  it,  we  should  have  laid  the  foundation  of  a  per- 
manent expenditure,  inconsistent  with  the  economical 
habits  of  our  people,  and  with  the  simplicity  of  our  re- 
publican institutions.  The  tariff  would  have  been  raised 
in  a  few  years,  instead  of  reduced,  and  the  burdens  of 
the  people  unnecessarily  increased,  to  keep  up  a  scale 
of  expendituEC  established  by  a  prodigal  expenditure  of 
(be  surplus.  For  you  might  as  well  undertake,  said  be, 
to  reduce  the  natural  stature  of  man  without  the  uae  of 
-  violence,  as  to  undertake  to  reduce  the  expenditures  of 
a  Government  after  they  are  once  fixed.  England  had 
tried  that.  In  vain  have  the  retrenching  members  of 
her  reformed  Parliament,  in  their  patriotic  effurts,  ap- 
pealed to  the  expenditures  of  179r,  (thought  then  to  be 
an  extravagant  period,)  and  showed  tl»at  the  present 
expenditure  is,  in  some  instances,  near  three  timea  as 
much  for  the  same  aervice.  Each  branch  of  the  service 
has  influence  or  tact  enough  to  preserve  itself  from  en- 
croaehmenti  and  every  expense  is  made  to  appear  ne- 
cessary, because  it  has  become  babituul-  He  was  sorry 
4o  say  that  the  increase  in  the  expenditures  of  some 
branches  of  our  own  service  taught  a  similar  lessoni 
These  (said  Mr.  K.)  were  the  objections  to  the  useless 
expenditure  of  (he  surplus,  by  the  General  jGovernment. 
The  expenditure  of  the  surplus  would  only  have  been 
the  beginning;  the  end  would  have  been  a  heavy  per- 
manent expenditure. 

Again,  this  plan  of  extravagant  expenditure  was  no 
remedy  for  the  evil.  Thclnbor  coulJ  not  have  bien 
commanded,  or  the  work  performed,  with  any  regard 
to  durability  or  economy,  with  sufficient  rapidity  to  have 
made  any  effectual  impression  on  the  sui  plus  for  st  veral 
years;  and  this  plan  would  have  been  just  equivalent  to 
giving  (He  deposite  banks  a  warrant  to  keep  it  for  three 
or  four  years:  for  the  revenue  would  have  accrued 
nearly  as  fast  as  expended.  It  would  be  perceived  that 
fourteen  millions  remained  unexpended,  though  a'e  ap- 
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propriated  iMt  yetr  tblrty^four  or  thirty<fire  miinons.  IF 
we  hud  appropriated  tixty-four  or  anciy-five  milliont,  u 
we  were  uked  to  do,  the  unexpended  appropriations 
would  have  been  probably  double. 

This  plan,  then^  was  neither  acceptable  nor  efFeotual, 
and  no  other  plan  seemed  so  effectual  and  to  just  as  the 
plan  that  was  adopted.  This  money  was  in  the  Traasu- 
ryi  it  belonged  to  the  people)  and  was  not  needed  for 
ibe  public  service,  and  coakl  not  be  permitted  to  re- 
main on  deposite  without  great  and  acknowledged  erlls. 
To  give  Ibe  people  the  use  of  it,  with  some  regard  to 
equality,  until  needed  f»r  some  really  national  purpose, 
was  certainly  the  most  just  to  the  people,  whilst  it  was 
moat  effectual  in  avoiding  the  evils  complained  of.  Not 
the  least  evil  of  leaving  this  immense  surplus  on  depos- 
ite would  have  been  to  make  it  a  subject  of  continual 
aeramble  for  partial  and  useless  appropriation^  In  which 
the  leftst  scnipuloun -would  have  succeeded  bMt. 

Mr.  K.  repeated  that  this  surplus  rightly  bettmged  to 
the  people  of  the  States,  who  should  be  pemritted  to 
retain  it  until  wanted  for  the  real  purposes  of  the  Gov- 
-  ernmentf  and  no  necessity  should  be  created,  by  a 
measure  of  injusUce,  to  call  back  this  money.  The 
money  bad  been  raised  by  the  unexpected  and  Aipre- 
eedented  aatct  of  the  public  land,  and  had  not*  properly 
speaking,  been  raised  by  laxattoo  upon  the  people. 

Even  if  tbii  surplus  money,  he  said,  had  been  raised 
by  taxation  improperly,  it  would  have  been  better  to 
have  returned  than  wuted  it  A  great  deal  of  slang  bad 
been  used  to  create  a  prejudice  against  tiit  distribution 
or  deposite  bill,  by  reprobating  the  Idea  of  taxing  the 
people  to  return  the  money  (o  them  under  a  system  of 
distribution*  It  perhaps  never  occurred  to  those  wise 
leelureri  tliat  the  customs  for  the  Ikst  three  years  bad 
not  i)aid  tbe  expenses  of  the  Government,  or  any  ibtng 
like  il(  and  this  moment,  but  for  the  extraordinary  pro* 
ceeds  of  the  land  sales,  there  would  have  beeo  no  sur- 
plus, and  the  Treasury  would  Itave  been  bankrupt  No 
human  foresight  could  have  foreseen  or  prevented  this 
surplus,  'it  could  not  have  been  done  without  an  en- 
tire repeal  of  tbe  tariff'  two  years  and  if  any  man 
had  nropoaed  an  entire  repeal  of  dutlei  two  yean  agn, 
on  the  ground  that  the  lands  would  bring  into  tbe 
Treasury  forty  millions  the  next  two  jeira,  when  Ihey 
bad  nerer  before  produced  mnre  tlun  three  or  four 
miUions  a  year,  he  would  have  been  pronounced  a  mad- 
man. 

And,  ai  to  "a  system"  of  distribution,  nobody,  he 
presumeil,  ever  thoiiglit  of  a  system.  The  (ibject  was 
to  provide  a  present  remedy  for  an  already  rxistmgevil, 
not  to  raise  or  cre»te  n  lurpiin  for  future  distribution; 
and  he  bad  voted  to  encroach  on  the  appropriations,  by 
dividing  a  part  of  the  unexpended  balance,  that  it  might 
be  unnecesavry  to  repeat  this,  or  adopt  any  other  ex- 
traordinary measure,  to  dispose  of  a  future  surplus. 

The  surplus  already  dividfd  would  do  a  great  deal  of 
good,  if  it  could  be  permitted  to  remain  with  the  States. 
In  ten  years  it  would  change  the  face  of  this  continent, 
and  gentlemen  are  very  much  deceived  if  they  believe 
the  measure  unpopular  with  tbe  people.  They  well 
understand  their  righta  in  this  nitteri  and,  as  the  money 
arose  from  the  sale  of  the  national  domain,  in  which  the 
people  of  the  States  have  an  equal  interest,  they  consider 
themselves  fmirly  entitled  to  this  money  until  the  Gov- 
ernment really  needs  tt.  Believing  the  Govf^rnment 
would  probably  never  need  it,  (hey  have  projected  im- 
provements on  the  faith  of  it,  and,  although  they  will 
return  it  cheerfully  if  actually  needed,  they  will  never 
willingly  return  it  to  answer  a  necesaity  created  by  an 
unjust  and  odious  measure  for  the  express  purpose.  It 
is  the  only  fiirthing,  said  he,  that  the  old  States  have 
ever  received  from  this  immense  property,  once  their 
own.   MillioM  opon  million^  oo  tbe  other  hand,  hare 


already  been  lavished  upon  the  new  Stated  and  we  now 
propose  to  ufce  back  this  pittance,  that  we  may  be  en- 
abled to  give  away  the  remainder. 

Though  ihis  distribution  or  deposite  bill,  he  said,  was 
the  only  measure  which  could  have  relieved  ua  from  tbe 
difficulties  of  an  overflowing  Treasury,  with  any  toler^le 
Justice  to  the  people,  yet  he  respected  the  motives  of 
those  wbg  originally  voted  against  it.  His  honorable 
colleague,  whose  integrity  and  patriotism  needed  no  en< 
camium  from  him,  had  voted  s^intt  it.  He  respected 
hit  motives,  and  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  his  own 
were  not,  in  return,  duly  appreciated.  The  measure 
was  a  novel  one,  and  those  who  had  not  fully  examined 
and  deeply  reflected  on  the  absolute  necessity  of  it 
might  well  have  doubted  the  policy  of  the  experiment. 
But  the  measure  had  passed,  the  Treasury  was  relieved, 
and  the  money  waa  gener^Iy  well  employed.  And,  as 
the  money  arose  from  the  sale  of  property,  under  ex- 
traordiniry  circumstances,  and  not  by  taxation,  there 
was  no  sort  of  danger  from  the  precedent  Some  were 
much  alarmed  for  the  morals  of  the  people,  which  they 
affected  to  think  were  much  endangered  by  tbe  use  of 
a  little  of  their  own  money.  To  these  conservators  of 
the  public  morals,  be  would  only  suggest  the  danger  of 
being  told  by  the  (People,  that  they  might  be,  perhaps, 
as  well  employed  in  takrnfr  care  of  their  own.  Thn 
mmtft  he  repeatfd,  would  generally  be  employed  to 
good  account,  and  be  thought  it  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  it  would  even  be  popular  in  (he  new  States  to  re- 
call  this  money  for  the  benefit  of  speculators  and  squat- 
ters: for  the  bill  would  be  extremely  confined  in  its  ben- 
eliis)  and  he  doubted  whether,  in  tbe  aggregate,  on/ 
new  State  would  be  materially  benefited  by  it  Itwould 
greatly  limit  the  quantity  of  land  lold,  but  much  faierease 
the  profits  of  apeculaturs,  by  confining  it  very  much  to 
those  who  would  not  scruple  at  frauds  and  false  oattaa  to 
evade  and  riulate  the  law.  Like  most  unjust  meaaure)<, 
based  on  wrong  principles,  it  would  inflict  injury  on 
some,  without  a  corresponding  advantage  to  others.  It 
was  ruin  to  the  old  States,  and  of  doubtful  benefit  to 
most  of  the  new.  Even  tbe  large  specuUtors,  an  much 
denounced,  conferred  many  hcDefitt  on  tbe  States  in 
which  they  purchased,  to  compensate  for  any  supposed 
inconvenience  they  occaaiim.  They  ore  men,  oRen,  of 
capital  and  enterprise,  and  project  and  execute  tbe 
most  important  internal  innprovements  in  the  country. 
They  carry  out  goml  industrious  settlers,  and  sell  them 
portions  uf  the  Unci  at  fkir  prices,  in  order  to  improve 
the  value  of  the  remainder;  and  not  unproductive  squat- 
ters, who  may  be  h'.red  to  sit  down  in  the  shade  to  se- 
cure a  valuable  pre-emption  to  be  sold  on  apeculation. 

&lr.  K.  said  he  had  conmimed  so  much,  more  time  on 
the  general  subject  than  he  intended  when  he  arose, 
that  he  would  be  brief  upon  the  cluuse  which  it  was  pro* 
posed  to  atrike  out.  lie  said  (hat  be  should  vote  (o 
strike  out  this  pre-emption  clause,  not  that  it  varied 
much  in  principle  from  Uie  rest  of  the  b:ll,  but  just 
upon  the  principle  that  he  would  vote  (o  strike  out  the 
whole  bill.  The  whole  bill  was  one  for  the  catobliah- 
ment  of  a  system  of  fraudulent  speculation,  and  he  wouU 
vole  to  narrow  it  down  by  striking  any  and  every  clauu 
from  it,  till  it  might  entirely  disappear. 

This  motion  hod,  he  raid,  a^in  given  rise  to  a  great 
deal  of  eloquence  on  (he  high  virtues  of^uatters.  A 
happy  talent  that,  posaeasetl  by  his  friend  from  His- 
tisslppi,  of  being  eloquent  just  as  well  on  one  aubject  as 
another.  A  real  genuine  squatter  «as  redly  one  of  the 
driest  subjecU  for  eloquence  that  ever  presented  itself 
to  the  mind  of  any  orator.  If  he  were  ^uing,  he  said, 
to  work  himself  up  into  a  paroxysm  of  eloquence,  a 
squatter  wss  about  the  lust  aubject  he  should  si-lect  to 
stir  up  this  emotion.  He  would  as  soon  go  to  tbe  pen- 
itentiary to  select  subjects  for  canonisation,  as.  to  ^ 
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imoniF  the  iqufttterf  to  inspire  him  with  eloquence.  He 
•bould  not  kttov  oa  what  point  of  a  squittei'*  character 
to  become  pathetic,  and  would,  ihereiore,  be  cunstanlly 
in  d^nifer  of  cryini;  at  the  wroDj;  pUce.  The  Senator 
from  H'lninippi  [Ur.  Wukkb]  mipht  produce  impres- 
sions on  some  onerous  hearts  by  his  imsginary  pictures 
or  the  humble  virtues  of  these  law-breakers.  But,  if  so, 
it  muit  be  upon  those  who  know  nothing  about  them. 
TTiere  akight  be  some  exceptions,  but  take  the  border 
■quattera  as  ■  class,  and  thejr  were  certainty  the  most 
worthless  set  of  men  who  liave  any  claim  to  the  honors 
orbeinfp  American  cittzrns.  They  were  mostly  an  idle, 
pruflij^ate  set  of  men,  who  hover  along  the  frontier  set- 
tlements, with  their  heads  full  of  all  sorts  of  schemes  for 
living  without  profitable  labor.  They  are,  uid  he,  men 
Treqaently  who  find  it  very  convenient  to  be  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  the  bws,  both  civil  and  criminalt 
they  therefore  generally  keep  beyond  (he  orj^anized 
limits  of  the  country.  They  produce  not  the  worth  of 
a  dollar  to  add  to  the  exports  of  the  country,  and  they 
consume  nothing  (hat  pays  a  tax  to  the  Government. 
They  perform  no  civil  duiiei^  and  discharge  none  of 
the  obngations  of  society.  They  penetrate  beyond 
jronr  bmei%  often  in  the  neighborhood  of  Indian 
tribe%  or  among  them,  and,  by  squatting  upon  the 
land  of  the  Qi>vernmeDt,  and  stealing  thetr  provisions 
from  the  Indiana,  they  literally  live  by  unlawful  depre- 
dation. They  are  (he  very  men  who  provoke  most  of 
your  Indian  wars,  which  cost  us  millioni  of  money,  and 
many  lives  better  than  their  own.  Where  'is  their  mer- 
it, to  give  them  this  heavy  claim  to  ftvor  over  (he  rest 
of  the  citizens  of  the  countryf  Yet,  they  come  here 
asking  heavy  rewards  fur  crime,  and  large  premiums  for 
a  violatiun  of  the  laws.  Yes,  and  gentlemen,  with  the 
evidences  of  outrage  in  the  very  pciilioni  they  present, 

f tress  their  claims  upun  the  sympathies  of  the  Senate  by 
ancy  pictures  of  the  humble  virtues  of  the  induatrioui 
poor.  The  honest,  laborious  cultivator  of  the  soil  appeals 
to  yoo  to  protect  him  against  the  avarice  and  rapacity  of 
the  odious  BpecuUtor.  Why,  vr,  Haid  be,  such  is  the 
influence  of  language  upon  the  thoughts  of  mtn,  that  to 
the  mere  force  of  names  and  epithets  may-perhaps  be 
attributed  three  fuuriha  of  all  the  error  and  delusion  by 
which  the  views  and  sentiments  of  men  have  ever  been 
misled.  Something  like  an  excitement  has  been  got  up 
in  the  chamber,  by  applying  epithets  to  men  entirely 
inconaifttent-with  their  character.  Men  who  violate  the 
laws,  trespass  upon  the  public  pmperty,  and  treat  the 
kuthority  of  the  Government  with  habitual  contempt, 
•re  here  christened  the  hard-handed,  honest -hearted  cul- 
tivators of  the  soil,  deserving  the  peculiar  favor  of  the 
Government,  whilst  the  orderly  citizen,  «ho  keeps  with- 
in  your  surveys,  (Complies  with  all  the  formalities  of  your 
I^ws,  and  buys  what  the  Government  has  to  sell,  at  the 
price  the  Government  fixes  on  it,  is  branded  as  an  ava- 
ricious speculator,  a  land  glutton,  an  odioua  diarecter, 
who  deserves  some  signal  mark  of  the  displeasure  of  the 
Government  and  country.  Great  merit  is  claimed  for 
these  hanly  yeomnnry  who  penetrate  the  wildernes*, 
and  select  and  settle  upon  the  choice  spots,  bernre  the 
lands  are  brought  into  marlceit  the  dangtra  they  en- 
counter and  rikks  they  run,  in  making  these  settlements, 
are  suppased  to  eniitle  them  to  these  choice  aelectionii, 
on  which  they  make  such  cnormnua  profits  aa  soon  as  the 
pre-emption  it  secured.  Why,  sir.  the  midnight  house* 
breaker  might  just  as  well  insist  tliat  he  had  an  honest 
c'atm  to  all  the  properly  in  the  house,  to  compensate 
him  for  the  risk  of  breaking  in.    I>idany  bndy  suppose  a 

S natter  ever  "  penetrated  the  wilderness,"  in  advance 
the  survej's  and  settlements,  frnm  patriotic  motives^ 
Who  told  tlu'm  to  suffer  these  dreadful  privations?  We 
forbid  (hem  by  law)  and  yet,  to  make  large  speculat'ona 
with  little  or  m  Ubor,  they  patriotically  violate  the  law. 
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and  then  claim  to  be  rewarded  for  it.  These  great  enl- 
tivaton,  he  saiil,  pioneered  for  us  without  our  consent, 
selected  all  (he  choice  spot*,  mill  seats,  water  powers, 
town  aiies,  &c.,  and  so  soon  ss  they  secure  a  pre-emp- 
tion, and  sell  out  for  enormous  profits  tltry  patriotically 
"  penetrate  (he  wilderness,"  endure  dreadful  hardships, 
and,  for  the  good  of  their  country,  squat  down  some- 
where else.  The  Senator  from  Ohio,  from  actual  di- 
servation,  had  given  us  an  idea  of  the  farms  of  thete  cul- 
tivators, and  which  was  showo  also,  to  a  great  extent, 
by  documents  from  the  Isnd  offices,  and  notoinausly 
true.  They  build  a  three-cornered  pen,  (a  square  pen 
being  too  onerous)  and  sow  it  in  grsin,  or  they  plant  % 
few  Btalks  of  red  pepper  or  tomatoes.  This  crop  ia  rec- 
ommended, by  not  requiring  a  close  enclosure,  and  be- 
cause it  will  grow  in  the  shadei  for  these  public  benefac- 
tors, who  make  such  sacrifices  fur  the  good  of  the  coun- 
try, are  often  too  lazy  to  belt  a  sapling.  By  these  pick- 
ed settlements  they  often  make  enormous  profits  for 
themselves,  or  those  capitalists  who  have  hired  them  to 
squat.  It  wav,  he  saifl,  emphatically,  not  a  system  of 
settlement  and  cultivation,  but  of  squatting  and  specula- 
tion. These  selections,  made  in  this  way  before  the 
country  is  brought  into  market,  frequently  sell  for  % 
profit  of  five  or  ten  thouwnd  didlars;  (these  prices  be 
had  known  given  in  a  few  instances  h^mselft)  and  in  one 
noted  insiance  a  million  and  a  half  it  the  estimated  value. 
Why  give  to  a  few  adventurers,  whatever  might  be  their 
character,  such  an  immense  advantage  over  the  rest  of 
their  rdlow-citizena?  By  the  way,  Mr.  K.  raid,  good 
humoredly,  he  hoped  his  friend  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
NiLzs]  would  not  be  permitted  to  votet  bit  head  bad  ev- 
idently been  turned  by  the  protpectt  of  large  proSti 
from  that  squatting  speculation.  Without  some  insensi- 
ble infliiencr,  he  could  nut  see  now  it  was  possible  for 
any  member  from  an  olil  State  to  vote  for  this  bill.  The 
Senator  had  very  candi<1ly  confessed  to  us  that  one  of 
his  friends,  "a  shrewd  fellow,"  had  been  following  the 
new  surveys,  and,  having  selected  about  fifty  valuable 
tracts  to  be  secured  by  squatting,  had  marked  the  name 
of  his  friend  upon  a  tree,  to 'secure  one  of  them  for  him. 
And  he  (Mr.  K.)  wou'd  venture  that,  if  this  bill  passed, 
his  friend  would  have  his  pen  and  his  pepper  upon  it  in 
less  than  six  months.  And  Mr.  K.  would  venture'  fur- 
ther, that  the  whole  fif^y  tracts  would  be  secured  under 
the  Uw;  for  one  regular  branch  of  these  pre-emption  apec- 
utatinns  was  carried  on  by  those  **  shrewd  fellow^"  who 
furnish  the  capital  and  enlist  regiments  to  secure  these 
valuable  selections  by  pre-emption  claims.  But  it  ws8  said 
the  object  of  this  bill  whs  "  Siifely  guarded  by  oathf,"  &c. 
Yes,  by  oatlisi  and  of  what  account  were  oaths  against 
these  immense  bounties  to  pvrjury  and  corruption?  Had 
we  not  sufficient  trial  of  the  efficacy  of  these  oatht  al- 
ready f  The  object  and  language  of  the  pre-emption 
laws  heretofore  passed,  he  said,  were  as  plain  as  nped 
be;  and  yet  we  see  how  settlements  have  been  made, 
anri  are  a!so  officialfy  inf.rmed  that  there  are  hukhelscf 
contradiclory  afRdavits  in  the  land  office,  exhibiting  a 
mast  of  ccirrnpliun  d'Sgraccful  to  the  country,  embarrass- 
ing to  the  whole  department,  and  rcqoiring  additional 
labor  to  settle  the  conflicting  claims.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected, loo,  that  we  never  hear  of  these  corrupt  evasions 
of  the  law  except  in  cases  of  conflict  among  (he  scram- 
blers ihemselves,  or  between  one  of  them  and  a  regular 
entry.  The  whole  <«ystem,  he  said,  was  wrong  in  prin- 
ciple, demoralizTng  in  practice,  and  a  gro^a  fraud  upon 
the  orderly  citizens  uf  the  United  States.  If  the  object 
was  only  to  enable  the  poor  cultivator  to  get  a  home  at 
fx  35  per  acre,  and  nut  to  favor  these  "  shrewd  fellowi^' 
and  idlers,  who  with  to  spt-culate  on  their  settlement! 
without  labdr,  where  was  the  necessity  fi>r  these  nnUir 
preferences'  There  were,  he  believed,  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  m'lli'>n>  of  acres  now  surveyed,  and  tub- 
Digitized  by  Google 


659 


GALES  Sl  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


6G0 


SxsATB.]  Public  Lands.  [Jah.  31, 18o7. 


ject  to  private  entry.  Tbrte  lands  they  on  enter  ac- 
cording to  law.  Are  th(>y  not  fcood  enough  to  Mttlef 
Wliy,  the  Senator  from  Mitsiasippt  has  just  loM  us  that 
Ihckc  lindi  ire  worth  to  much  mote  than  one  dollar  and 
iwenty-live  eent^  that,  unleu  ve  pats  this  Uw,  they 
will  be  BRcr'-fieed,  and  ga  into  the  hands  of  speculators 
in  a  r««>  years.  Yet  th«se  lands,  though  many  ot  them 
are  worth  ten  times  the  Government  price,  as  stated  by 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  are  not  a  sufficient  bargain 
to  iplisry  the  claims  of  tliese  voluntary  pioneers,  whose 
pttriotism  and  unceasing  regard  for  the  interests  of  (lielr 
country  results  in  neh  happy  speculations  for  them- 
selves. 

Ilr.  K.  said  he  was  aomcwhat  apprehensive  that  the 
Senator  from  Miaiisaippi  would  muke  a  spirited  reply  to 
him  in  defence  of  the  Bqiiatters;  and  as  he  was  very  anx- 
ious to  prevent  such  a  prodigal  waste  oflhe  eloquence  of 
his  friend  on  so  unworthy  a  subjtct,  he  would  just  ad- 
mit, fop^ll  the  ptirpnsrs  of  the  question,  that  these 
iqaatters  were  as  good  as  the  reat  of  their  fellow-citi- 
lens.  Were  they  any  thing  belter?  If  they  be  poor 
and  laboring  mtrn,  are  they  any  better  than  the  other 
poor  and  laboring  men  throughout  the  Union,  who  have 
equal  claims  to  the  national  domain'  U  there  any  thing 
so  peculiarly  praiaewurthy  in  a  violation  of  the  laws  and 
the  perpetration  unauthorized  trespasaei^  as  to  claim 
tiie  peculiar  fiivor  and  patronage  of  the  Gurernmentf 

These  pre-emptions  (Mr.  K.  said)  were  a  M»ree  of 
endlesa  confusion  as  well  as  corruption,  and  were  a 
perfect  nuisance  the  land  office.  lie  had  received  « 
letter  a  few  days  ago,  from  a  citizen  of  Missouri,  which 
he  bad  intended  to  read,  as  a  sort  of  instruction  to  hts 
.  friends  from  that  State.  He  had  mislaid  it,  and,  as  it 
bore  to  strongly  on  the  subject^  he  wai  frarful  some 
friend  of  pne-emption  had  committed  a  theft  upon  him. 
However  tint  might  he,  the  writer  ataled,  among  other 
thingK,  that  it  was  very  desirable  to  put  an  end  to  this 
odious  system.  That  it  was  unfair  and  unjust  (o  other 
citizens,  and  created  great  embarraument  in  the  regular 
entries.  This  latter  statement,  he  said,  was  only  what 
we  already  knew  from  oflicial  documents.  The  (nith 
was,  that  persons  making  entries  did  not  sometimes  see 
or  hear  of  the  pen,  and  entered  the  land,  not  knowing 
that  there  was  any  pre-emption  claim  on  It. ,  T^ia  pro- 
duced a  conflict,  which  was  aent  here  for  aettlementi  thus 
greatly  embarrassing  the  duliei  and  increasing  the  la- 
bors of  the  department. 

The  whole  ayatem,  in  any  way  it  could  be  regulated, 
was  wrong,  from  beginning  to  end.  It  was  a  bounty  to 
idleness  and  vice,  a  cheat  upon  the  honeat  citizen,  and  a 
nniaance  to  the  Gorernraent.  He  riiouldvote  to  strike 
out  the  clause;  and  he  would  vote  to  strike  out  any  and 
every  other  clause,  until  the  whole  hid  disappeared. 
He  was  against  the  whole  bill,  and  the  whole  object  of 
the  bill,  because  it  parcels  out  a  common  fund  among 
Bpeeulators  and  aquatters.  Because  it  virtually  invites  a 
scramble  for  our  great  national  domain,  in  which  those 
.  who  Itave  the  least  merit  will  make  the  bett  spcctilations. 
The  «les  on  iprculation  will  be  reduced  in  quantity,  hut 
the  profits  will  be  enormously  increased,  and  very  much 
confined  to  the  least  worthy,  who  will  not  scrup'e  at 
fraud,  perjury,  snd  evasion.  Because  it  is  a  gross  in- 
juitice  lo  the  old  Slates  to  deprive  them  of  an  equal  par- 
ticipation in  this  national  domain,  depreciate  the  proper- 
ly of  their  citizens,  and  drain  tliem  of  their  weahh  and 
population.  Because  there  is  really  no  necessity,  or 
even  apology,  for  the  measure — a  large  surplus  the 
present  year  being  next  to  tmposaible.  Because  in  no 
view  of  the  subject  can  the  pretended  emergency  be 
more  than  temporary,  and  of  very  short  duration)  and  it 
la  the  wurst  of  policy  lo  legislate  upon  grtat  abiding  na* 
tional  intcreata  upon  every  trifling  or  temporary  occuion. 
It  onaettlei  property,  cmtea  ipecnlation,  renders  Judg. 


mrnt  and  experience  of  no  value,  makes  every  thing  de* 
pend  on  the  chances  of  legMalion,  and  keeps  the  prop* 
erty  of  the  country  eontinaally  changing  hands.  For 
these  and  many  other  reasona  that  might  be  given  againal 
a  bill  that  had  not  one  tingle  recommendation  to  eaa> 
pensate  for  its  enormous  injustice  and  ihe  many  evik 
that  would  grow  out  of  it,  lie  should  vote  to  strike  out 
the  fourth  clause,  and  against  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  BATARD  said  that  he  had  listened  with  great  dc 
light  to  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  who  bad  givena  true 
exposition  of  facts,  as  connected  with  the  apcculatiom 
going  on  in  public  lands,  and  ihe  effects  which  woald 
reault  from  passing  this  bill.  Mr.  B'a  first  objection  lo 
the  section  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  was,  that  it  ehao- 
ged  the  whole  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
the  public  lands,  binding  the  Government  to  make  them 
a  aource  of  revenue.  His  second  objection  to  the  bill 
was,  that  it  was  holding  out  an  encouragement  to  the 
people  of  the  old  Slates  to  leave  their  booie^  and  go 
where  a  population  was  not  wanted. 

Mr.  B.  read  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  at  the  lasl  session,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  the  whole  amount  of  lands  surveyed  in  each  Slate 
and  Territory  was  166,970,000  acres;  that  there  had 
been  sold  44,000,000  some  odd  hundred  thousand  acreS) 
and  Ihe  conseq<ience  was  that  no  lets  than  123,000,000 
remained  subject  to  private  entry.  But  what  did  Ibia 
bill  propose  to  dof  It  proposed  to  open  all  the  iinsar^ 
veyed  lands  toemigrants.  Not  leistbin  from  170,00(^000 
to  300.000,000  acres  of  unsurveyed  lands  were  to 
be  thrown  open  to  the  people,  to  go  and  settle  upon 
where  and  when  Ihey  pleased. 

Mr.  B.  next  sdverled  to  the  price  of  the-publto  land^ 
and  aiiked  Ihe  Senator  from  Hitsiarippi  whether,  taktiv 
the  whole  of  them  together,  they  could  be  valued  at  no 
more  than  #1  35  per  acre  f  and  then  argued  that  the  ef- 
fect of  the  bill  waa  nothing  less  than  to  offer  a  tempta- 
tion to  the  people  of  the  old  States  logo  West.  The 
bill,  too,  was  unequal  in  its  provisions,  and  the  inevitable 
consequence  would  be,  should  il  pass,  that  those  living 
in  Ihe  neighborhood  of  the  public  lands  would  get  hold 
of  all  the  choice  land.  And  they  would  have  a  decided 
advantage  over  individuals  eomtny  from  the  Easier* 
Stales,  btcfuse  they  possesBed  that  local  knowledge  of 
the  best  lands  which  those  froiA  a  distance  had  not)  for 
they  had  not  had  the  opportunity  of  finding  them  out, 
not  having  tived  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  lands.  In 
fact,  he  looked  upon  the  bill  as  opening  a  door  to  fraud, 
and  offering  a  bonua  to  Ihe  population  of  ibe-old  States 
to  remove  to  Ihe  West. 

Mr.  TIPTON  vindicated  the  conduct  of  some  of  hil 
con  slit  lien's,  against  wlmm  he  considered  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Kiito]  to  have  made  charges,  as  cot- 
nected  with  their  having  settled  on  the  public  lands. 
He  had  done  great  injustice  lo  Mr.  T*«  constituent^  by 
placing  them  on  the  same  footing  as  squatters.  Mr  T. 
went  on  to  show  wherein  his  constituents  differed  front 
those  who  purchased  lands  when  the  Y.<zoo  coiintxy 
wuin  the  market  for  sale.  What!  (he  inquired,]  are 
ihcie  men  to  be  denominated  thieves  and  robbers^  The 
honorable  Senator  had  done  them  great  injuslrce;andke 
felt  certain  that,  d  d  he  know  the  true  s*ale  of  the  hOS 
he  would  not  have  made  so  serious  a  charge  as  ihii. 
With  regard  to  the  section  undi-r  conOde ration,  Ite 
would  vote  against  it.  Indiana  had  nothing  to  hope  Of 
lo  fear  from  it.  She  would  be  glad,  liowevtr,  if  the 
old  pre-emption  were  revived{  and  if  Congress  desired 
that  the  friudt  which  were  tftld  to  be  perpetrated  in  Ibe 
purchaae  of  the  public  lands  thould  cessr,  let  them  grad- 
uate the  price. 

Ur.  KINO,  of  Georgia,  made  a  few  explanatory  re- 
mark^ and  averred  thai  it  was  not  the  wiah  of  a  grnt 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  new  Stetet,  to  far  u  be 
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coaki  aseeruin,  th»t  »  pre-«mplion  bw  ibould  be 

Mr.  TIPTON  ezprfsted  himieir  tolenbly  well  satis- 
fied with  the  rxplsnation  of  the  Strnaior  from  Georgia. 
He  wM  Kware  that  a  ^at  majority  of  the  people  reiiding 
■n  the  oew  Stales  are  not  anxious  for  a  pre-emption  law. 
Tile  majority  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  well 
M  hit  own  Sta'e,  care  noiliing  about  it,  and  have  not  ask- 
ed Coogrcas  to  pan  nicb  Uw.  There  are  but  three 
couDtira  m  Indiana  where  the  people  did  care  for  and 
desire  the  passage  of  auch  a  law,  and  they  were  honest 
and  honorsble  men. 

Mr.  FULI'ON  said  (be  passsFe  of  this  bill  would  put 
an  end  to  the  enormous  speculations  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  public  Unda.  Such  had  been  the  effects  of 
the  combinations  of  speeulatora  in  (he  purchase  of  lands, 
that  they  bad  compelled  men  to  pay  fnim  five  to  twenty 
dolluv  per  acre  fur  them,  when,  in  fact,  they  would  not 
otherwise  have  had  to  have  giren  more  than  one  dollar, 
lo  the  Slate  of  Arkansas,  during  the  last  year,  whole 
countiea  were  entered  by  specuUtuni  and  honest,  indus- 
trious mcB  had  been  compelled  to  quit  Iheir  homest  and 
at  a  sale  which  took  place  at  Little  Bock  last  spring, 
acme  apeculalora  combined  sgainat  the  honest  settlers, 
and  thrj  purchiaed  the  whofe  of  the  land  offered  for 
aaie,  and  in  a  few  days  afterward*  they  lold  it  at  auction, 
and  realised  about  one  thousand  dollars  per  share.  Mil- 
liooa  of  dollars  would  have  been  expended  in  the  sanie  '. 
way,  bad  it  not  been  for  the  muclv reprobated  Treasury 
order,  which  prevented  their  bank  paper  from  being  re- 
ceived. Hr.  F.  defended  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
agmmst  what  had  been  alleged  against  ir,  and  then  spoke 
urOioae  men  who  were  denominated  "squatters."  He 
vindicated  their  ehararter  from  the  aspersions  which  had 
been  eaat  upon  ii,  and  argued  that  they  were  bold,  and 
brave,  and  hardy  adventurers,  who  went  into  the  very 
wilderneu  of  the  country,  where  they  settled  down  and 
cultivated  the  land,  thereby  rendering  the  public  landa 
the  more  valuable.  Ue  remarked  that  the  State  of  Ar- 
kanaaa  was  aettled  by  *' squatlers,*'  who  were  so  much 
denounced  herei  six  or  eigtii  hundred  of  whom  were  at 

{treaent  at  Port  Gibson,  and  who  had  wished  todefend  the 
rontier  from  the  aavsre  and  rulhlesa  Invader.  Advert- 
ing to  the  settlement  of  the  public  Unds,  he  said  that,  in< 
atead  of  its  being  criminal  to  do  so.  Congress  itself  had 
authorized  the  adoptiim  of  that  course.  And  had  not 
Congress,  from  the  year  1824  to  the  present  time,  been 
(ranting  pre-emption  rights^  Certain'y  they  had.  With 
regard  to  ftbat  bad  bllen  from  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia, in  reaped  to  the  aalea  uf  Und  in  Alabama,  lie  would 
remind  him  that  they  were  credit  salesi  and  in  eonae- 
queace  of  the  high  prioea  that  were  given  by  the  pur- 
chasers to  the  Government,  it  waa  at  Irngth  importuned 
ao  much  from  year  to  year  to  lower  the  price,  that  it 
wu  finally  reduced  almost  to  a  minimum,  and  cash  pay- 
mcnta  were  demanded.  The  ill  consequences  of  high 
pricca,  too,  had  caused  the  present  *>  stem. 

And,  with  respect  lo  the  system  about  to  be  introdu- 
ced, be  conndered  that  it  would  put  a  atop  to  specula* 
tion  entirely,  and  would  greatly  tend  to  reduce  ibe  rev- 
enue of  the  Government,  aa  derived  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands.  The  great  recommendation  of  the  bill  waa 
that  the  Government  ef  the  United  Statea  waa  lo  be  the 
landlordt  that  lands  would  be  purcbaaed  of  them,  instead 
of  unreasonable  and  graaping  speculator^  ao  that  justice 
would  be  done  to  every  man.  In  eoneluaioB,  ne  ex- 
pressed hia  hope  that  the  pmriKon  under  eonaideration 
would  be  adopted  by  the  Senate. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  BAYARD,  on  taking  the 
queation,  the  amendment  was  rejected  by  the  following 
vute: 

Yxaa— Uesara.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Cla^-ton,  Crit- 
tenden) Ciithbert,  Daiia,  Ken^  King  of  Georgia,  Knigh^ 


Hoore,  Horrid  Prentiss,  Preston,  llubbin^  RiigKles, 
SouthanI,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomrinaon,  Wall,  Wtb- 
aler— 22. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Blaek,  Brown,  Dana,  Kwing 
of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King 
of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholaa,  Nilca,  Norvel^  P«ge, 
Rtvep,  Robinaon,  Sevier,  Strange,  'npltm.  Walker, 
White,  Wrifihl— 24. 

Hr.  CLAY  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  by  providing  that 
the  ri^htof  pre-emption  ahall  not  apply  loany  bods  prior 
to  their  being  surveyed . 

After  some  remarks  in  opposition  lo  the  motion  by 
Messrs.  LINN  snd  WALKER,  it  waa  loat:  Teas  23, 
nays  23,  as  follows: 

Yiis— Messrs.  Baysrd,  Brown,  Calhoun,  CUy,  Clay- 
Ion,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davi?,  Kent,  King  of  Geoi- 
gia.  Knight,  Murria,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Buggies, 
Southard,  Strange,  8w1f(,  Tallmadge,  Tomlioaon,  Wall, 
Webster— 23. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Illi- 
nois, Pulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbsrd,  King  of 
Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvelf, 
Page.  Rivep,  Robinflon,  Sevier,  Tmton,  Walker,  White, 
Wright— 23. 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  amend  the  hill  by  providing 
that  the  privilegeaof  thia  act  aball  not  extend  to  any  oth- 
era  than  citizens  of  the  United  Stateai  which  motion  waa 
adopted:  YcaB24,  nsy8  21,  as  followa: 

Yeas — Mesara.  Bayard.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Kent,  King  of 
Alabama,  Knight,  Pagr,  Preotia«,  Preaton,  Robbina, 
Ruggles,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinaon,  Wal% 
Webster,  White— 24. 

Nats — Hessra,  Benton,  Brown,  Dana,  Rwing  of  Illi- 
nois Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kingof  Gtrorgia,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Nilei,  NorvrlT,  Rives,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wright — 31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  providing  that  no  pre-emption  shall  extend  beyond 
the  limits  »  any  Slate  or  organized  Territory  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  oflPcred  a  new  section  at  the  end 

of  the  b'll,  continuing  it  in  force  until  31st  of  June, 
1642.  He  observed  that,  aa  this  bill  had  been  urged  and 
advocated  aa  a  fiscal  measure,  lie  h.id  fixed  its  limitation 
to  the  same  p(  riod  aa  had  bren  assigned  in  compromise 
for  the  termination  of  the  reduction  of  the  tar  fT.  The 
bill,  as  it  stood,  waa  unlimited  as  to  time,  and  almost  aa 
much  ko  as  to  extent  of  territory.  Congn  as  was  entering 
on  an  untried  experiment,  and  it  waa  best  lo  reaerva 
aome  limitation  in  their  own  hands,  ao  that  it  might  be 
revoked  if  it  were  found  not  to  work  well. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  should  vo'e  for  the  amendment  now 
prnpoaeif,  rather  from  the  spirit  in  which  it  had  been 
offerf  d,  than  from  a  belief  that  it  would  have  any  practi- 
cal effect.  P.tss  this  bill,  (cried  Mr.  C.,)  and  the  national 
domain  is  gone.  By  the  >ear  1843,  it  will  Kquire  h 
aearch-warrant  and  corps  d'armee  to  find  any  part  of  it. 
A  few  men  would  aettle  on  the  wooda,  surround  a  pra- 
irie, and  would  at  once  get  command  of  the  whole  pra- 
irie. Tlie  Senator  might  then  look  In  vain  for  any  fiscal 
reaoufces  from  this  quarter.  The  public  lands  would 
be  gone.  They  were  now  going.  What  had  the  Sen- 
ate heard  from  the  Senator  from  Arkansas^  That  gen- 
tleman, it  seemed,  had  received  an  assurance  that  a^en 
bis  friends  should  come  into  power,  all  mannrr  of  good 
things  were  to  be  done  fur  him  in  regard  to  the  public 
lands.  And  the  honorable  SeDStw  had  thrown  out  some- 
thing like  a  reproach  on  thoae  who  had  made  auch 
promiaes,  that  now,  when  they  hsd  the  power  in  both 
Hou^i,  these  engagements  had  not  b'een  complied  with, 
lite  country  ought  to  know  mure  abt-ut  thia  matter. 
They  had  a  right  to  know  whaitheae  arrangements  wen 
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wliich  were  to  be  futfilkd  so  soon  u  \1ie  clomiiiBiit  party 
got  the  contrul  of  both  lltHises  of  CongreBS.  Not  only 
had  ihe  complaint  been  heard  in  that  chamber,  but  simi- 
lar language  had  been  held  on  auotber  Hoor  which  he 
would  not  name.  There,  too,  rrproachn  had  be«n  ut- 
tered as  to  the  Don-fulfilment  of  engagemi  Dta.  lie 
wished  to  undersland  what  these  engagemeiiia  wrre.  In 
the  mean  while,  he  could  assure  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Tallxadoi]  that,  in  the  year  1843, 
Congress  would  have  no  trouble  whatever  with  the  pub- 
lic lands.  Pass  this  bill,  and  the  next  effort  would  be 
to  remuve,  first,  one  restriction,  and  then  another,  until 
ftll  restrictions  were  gone.  What  had  bren  ihe  practical 
cfTecl  of  all  aetllement  laws.  In  all  countries,  from  the 
day  when  our  fureralhers  landed  at  Plymouth  until  thtf 
day^  llie  seltlemcnt  lawa  of  Franee,  of  Spain,  as  well 
as  Great  Hritain?  Those  laws  granted  land  on  condition 
that  such  and  such  a  number  of  em-grants  stiould  have 
heen  collected;  that  such  and  such  improvements  bhould 
have  been  made  t  such  and  such  houses  erected,  and  clear- 
ing andcultivaliun  accomplinhrd.  Bnt  where,  or  when, 
in  what  country,  or  at  what  lime,  huve  auch  eonditiona 
ever  been  complied  with?  lliry  had  invariably  been 
disregarded,  either  from  their  inherent  impracticabiliiy, 
or  from  a  failure  of  power  in  the  parent  State  to  enforce 
tliem.  And  Just  bo  it  would  be  in  tliis  case.  Tlie  liberal 
grant  of  his  parent  Comninnwcalth  had  been  intended  ft  r 
the  bentfit  of  the  entire  Union,  and  not  of  eight  or  nine 
States  only.  He  had  waited  in  the  hope  of  seeing  the 
representative  of  that  Commonwealth  upon  that  floor 
riae  in  his  place,  and  solemnly  enter  his  protest  againat 
thitpenreraiunuf  the  munificent  grant  of  that  ancient  and 
venerable  Commonwealth,  from  which  tbey  bad  both  de. 
rived  their  origin.  But  he  bad  been  disappointed.  The 
gentleman  from, New  York  might  ■nwe  hia  precautiontt 
there  was  an  end  of  the  public  landi^  and  of  all  revenue 
to  be  deriveil  from  that  source. 

Hr.  SBVlfiR  briefly  replied,  and  explained,  in  what 
he  had  said  with  respect  to  a»uraneea,  he  bad  referred 
to  the  Unguage  contained  in  that  best  of  all  the  papera 
which  had  ever  proceeded  from  Genera)  Jdckson,  his 
veto  on  the  land  bill,  in  which  the  President  had  said 
that  the  public  domain  ought  to  be  sold  at  a  price  barely 
sufhcient  to  cover  the  cosl  of  survey  and  the  expenses 
of  Ihe  land  sale.  And  when  the  Executive  soon  to  be 
installed  into  office  was  inquired  of  witli  respect  tu  his 
future  courae,  hia  reply  was,  that  be  thould  follow  in  the 
■tepaof  hif  illualriout  predecessor.  He  thanked  Qod 
that  he  vaa  not  a  great  man  liimself,  for  he  had  observed 
that  those  who  were  had  more  blighted  hopes  and  bitter 
diiappointcnla  than  he  should  ever  be  able  to  bear. 

Mr.  CLAY  reminded  the  Senatar  from  Arkansas  that 
he  bad  B:>id  something  about  assurances  to  be  rulfiilcd 
when  the  parties  should  obtain  a  majority  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SEVIER  explained  this  to  refer  to  assurances 
which  be  bad  himself  given  to  bis  constituents,  and  to 
nothing  else. 

Ur.  WALKER  expressed  his  determination  to  vole 
for  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  TALLMAnsx.  Hewai 
confident  that  if  Ihe  bill  did  not  paa^  the  year  ]843 
would  see  the  whole  public  land  in  tbe  handa  of  specu- 
lators. 

Ur.  RIVRS  said  that  be  war  very  sorry  that  he  had 
diiappolnled  the  wishea  and  expectations  of  ihe  Senator 
from  Kentucky — wishes  which  he  did  not  doubt  had  bf  cn 
entertained  in  all  kindness lu  himself)  but  he  was  really  at 
a  loss  to  understand  on  what  the  npectalions  of  that  gen- 
tleman had  been  founded.  If  he  knew  any  thin);  of  the 
sentiments  and  course  of  his  predecessor*!,  they  had  ever 
uttered  their  voice  against  all  pruposiiions  which  went 
to  make  the  public  domain  a  common  fund,  in  the  sense 
in  which  that  Senator  uAderatood  the  term;  that  is,  as  & 
fond  to  be  parcelled  out,  or  to  bare  its  proceeds  parcel- 


led out,  among  the  different  States  o(  the  Union.  Their 
vote,  like  hia  own,  would  ever  hive  been  given  against 
a  proposition  of  that  kind.  Whatever  opinion  that  Sen- 
ator might  hold  HI  la  the  course  which  the  repretenta- 
livea  of  Vii^nia  ought  to  pursue,  he  should  be  governed 
by  his  own  convictions  in  regard  to  liu  onn  duty.  The 
Senator  had  predicted  that  under  the  operation  of  this 
bill,  and  before  the  year  the  whole  of  the  public 

domain  would  have  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Uni> 
ted  Slates  into  the  pnaseuion  of  other  people;  but  if 
such  would  be  the  effect  of  this  bill,  what  might  be  ex- 

fiected  to  be  the  result  of  the  law  as  it  now  stood?  In 
COS  than  half  that  time  the  whole  body  of  the  public 
land  would  be  in  the  posseasion  of  tlie  speculators.  It 
was  the  scope  and  intent  of  thia  bill  (o  restrain  the  ^irit 
of  greedy  apeeulation,  ami  to  preserve  the  publ'c  doms'n 
in  the  handa  of  the  Government  for  the  hemfit  ol  the 
whole  people  of  the  Union.  It  was  this  which  had  pro- 
cured for  the  bill  his  zealous  support.  As  to  Ihe  prin* 
ciple  of  pre.emption,  Ibe  Senstor  firom  Kentucky  must 
he  aware  that  it  formed  a  feature  of  ibe  Virginia  lawK,  as 
it  did  in  fact  of  those  of  every  SUte  in  the  Union.  It 
waa  a  principle  eminently  equitable.  Without  pretend- 
ing to  as  intimate  an  acquaintance  with  the  unfortu- 
nate class  of  individuals  who  had  been  treated  with  (uch 
great  severity  in  the  present  debate,  hei^id  know  that 
many  of  Iheni  at  least  were  undeserving  of  the  vitorpcr- 
ation  which  had  been  csiit  upon  them,  lie  was  person* 
ally  acquainted  with  many  of  the  favorite  sons  of  Vir- 
ginia, (some  of  them  members  of  the  late  conventioo  for 
revising  the  eonstitulhin  of  that  State,)  who  wrre  now 
in  the  wilds  of  the  West,  occupying  land  which  belon|f. 
ed  to  the  Government,  and  w  Inch  they  were  ready  to 
pay  for,  but  which  had  not  yet  been  exposed  for  sale, 
in  this,  how  much  soever  it  might  be  against  the  theory 
of  the  law,  there  was  no  violation  of  ita  spirit  He  was 
well  aware  that,  hy  the  common  law,  to  set  one'^  foot  on 
the  land  of  their  neighbor,  without  permianon  first  ob- 
tained, was  a  trespass.  If  be  should  vi«t  Ihe  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky  at  Ashland,  it  would  be  m  tres- 
pass according  to  the  strictness  of  the  lawiyet  was  it  ao 
field  in  practice?  The  law  which  forbade  the  setlling  on 
lands  ot  the  United  States  had  been  passed  at  a  period 
very  different  from  the  present,  and  on  considerations 
which  did  nut  now  apply.  It  had  been  enacted  rather 
fur  Ihe  protection  of  the  settlers  than  out  of  a  jealous 
regard  to  the  rights  of  the  Governmenl.  Some  of  tbe 
best  blood  of  Virginia  was  now  in  tbe  West,  and  claim- 
ing protection  from  the  representatives  of  that  Stale  on 
this  fli'or.  Their  Mtuation  demanded  his  sympathies  and 
respectful  consideration ;  and  it  was  a  feeling  of  thia  kind 
toward  worthy  men,  whom  he  personally  knew,  that  had 
first  cotivinctd  him  of  the  injustice  of  some  of  the  pic- 
tures «  hlch  bad  here  been  presented  of  the  cissa  of  indt. 
viduals  opprobiouirly  denounced  as  squatters.  He  had 
risen  not  to>  discuss  the  bill.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
do  so. 

The  great  cor.sideratton  which  induced  him  to  advo- 
cate the  hill  «as,  to  arrest  the  enormous  surplus  reve- 
nue, the  mischievous  effect  of  which  was  convitlnngand 
devastating  the  country.  And  if  Ihe  honorable  Seimtor 
bad  looked  at  the  act  of  Virginia,  acceptii^  her  pon'ran 
in  the  distributHin  of  the  depositer,  ttnA  ftt  the  protest 
then  raised  sgainst  the  exercise  of  such  a  power,  he- 
would  have  been  at  no  lou  for  reasons  why  Mr.  H.  could 
not  concur  with  him.  To  the  policy  whidi  created 
such  a  surplus  he  had  invariably  been  opposird.  He  had 
never  ihoiisht  that  because  Virginia,  with  whatever  itl>- 
crality,  hfttl  bestowed  her  domain  upon  Ihe  Union,  ahe 
was  to  play  the  dog  in  the  manger,  and  be  ever  on  the 
watch  tu  prevent  others  from  obtaining  that  which  ahe 
bad  so  frecljr  given  away.  No(  Virginia  bad  never  ex- 
hiMtcd  B  ipirit  of  that  soft,  ud  be  trusted  she  vouM 
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cTcr  remain  »  stnnger  to  it.  Virginity  looking'  to  the 
future  destiniei  of  the  country,  h«<l  made  it  a  fundamen- 
tat  alipulation  in  her  deed  of  |^n,  that  thia  territory 
abould  be  erected  into  independent  Stales,  not  less  than 
three  nor  mare  than  five.  But  how  could  we  expect 
^eae  Stales  ever  to  populate  and  flourish,  unleM  the 
G«enl  Government  extended  a  paternal  nrutectioit  over 
those  hardy  aetllen  who  b*d  their  habitations  on  oar 
Weatera  frontier^  That  was  the  policy  of  this  bill,  while 
■t  the  saiae  time  its  effect  would  be  to  diminish  the  sur- 
plus rerenue.  A  conviction  or  this  bad  led  him  to  ad- 
Tocate  the  bill,  nor  could  he  have  expected  that  sach  a 
eourae  would  have  exposed  him  to  the  rebuke  of  the 
honorable  Senator  From  Kentucky. 

Hr.  CLA7  rejoined.  He  had  no  right  to  rebuke  the 
Senator  from  Virginia^  and  though  that  gentleman  mi^ht 
feel  what  he  said  as  a  rebuke,  be  bad  not  ao  offered  it. 

Mr.  C.  then  referred  to  the  terms  of  cession,  whiah 
proviiled  that  the  land  was  to  be  a  common  fund  for  the 
benefit  of  all  the  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  and  then 
went  on  tu  insist  that  the  provisions  in  the  bill  uperaled 
in  practice  to  withhold  from  the  citizens  of  Virginia  ad- 
vaotsgea  which  it  conferred  on  the  |»eople  of  the  new 
Stfttea.  -On  this  ground  it  was  that  he  had  expected  the 
protest  of  her  repreaeniaiivea.  The  bill  for  the  diatri- 
Iwtion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
States  waa  not  under  discussion  t  but  one  of  the  brightest, 
one  of  the  best  and  purest  of  that  gentleman's  predeces> 
•on,  and  whose  immediate  successor  he  believed  he  wais 
had  voted  for  that  bil)|  and  no  one  of  hia  predecessors 
ba(l  ever  advtwated  a  proapeetive  pre-emption  law,  a 
law  wbicli  inflicted  one  of  the  deepcat  atabs  on  the  righta 
of  the  Slates  which  had  ever  been  perpetrated  by  the 
Oneral  Government. 

The  Senator  advocated  ttiis  bill  as  a  measure  to  re- 
strict the  sjli  s  of  the  public  land,  and  prevent  a  surplus 
in  the  Treasury {  and  what  did  it  do  by  way  of  restriction? 
II  threw  open  to  the  occupancy  of  pre-emptioners  180 
aailltons  of  aerea  of  land^  now  beyond  their  reach*  in  ad- 
dition to  the  130  millions  now  in  the  market. 

It  was  titte  Virginia  had  a  pre-emption  law  and  a  sel- 
llement  law,  but  they  were  enacted  under  totally  differ- 
ent drcumstancea.  They  were  fur  the  benefit  of  men 
who  combated  our  then  unsubdued  Indian  tribe*,  and. 
In  making  and  maintaining  their  settlements,  risked  their 
lives;  and  Mr.  C.  now  knew  but  a  single  man  in  Ken- 
tucky who  wsB  in  the  possession  of  land  so  obtaint  d. 
The  remarka  he  bad  thrown  out  had  been  made  in  per- 
fect kindness.  He  did  regret  the  course  of  the  honorable 
SeiMtor,  for  that  i^entleman  and  himtetf  migtit  be  said  to 
have  a  cfemmon  ongtni  the  one  having  iiia  Tot  cast  in  the 
more  ancient  portion  of  the  Commonwealih,  the  other  in 
that  part  of  it  more  recently  settled,  and  since  beeome 
independeiitt  and  he  still  regretted  that  he  did  not  enjoy 
the  advantage  of  the  distinguished  talents  and  great  in- 
fluence of  inat  Senator  in  resisting  icbenei  which  be 
deemed  to  be  wild  and  delusive. 

Mr.  RIVES  made  a  brief  reply,  and  referred  to  one 
of  his  predeeeasort  who  bad  incurred  a  similar  rabuke 
from  the  same  source,  and  on  a  like  account,  four  nr 
five  yeara  ago.  He  denied  that  the  bill  excluded  Vir- 
ginia from  an  equal  participation  with  other  Slain,  in 
the  enjoyment  and  advantages  of  the  public  lands.  Her 
idtiseoB  could  obtain  portions  of  the  public  domain  by 
cuhivatieni  without  a  personal  residence.  As  to  the 
extending  of  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  180,000,000 
acres,  in  addition  to  the  130,000,000  already  in  market, 
it  waa  but  an  instance  of  that  exaggeration  which  had  too 
much  charactt  rized  the  present  debate.  Where  was  the 
honoratile  Senator  going  to  get  a  sufficient  army  or  pre- 
emplionera  to  invade  and  seize  upon  these  180,000,000 
acrea  at  a  quarter  of  a  section  apiece}  Siatements  of 
thii  kind  were  calculated  to  frightea  the  linagination, 


but  they  never  should  frighten  him  from  tite  course  uf 
bis  public  duty. 

Mr.  MORKIS  asked  leave  to  lay  an  amendment  on 
the  table,  which  he  proposed  to  offer  as  a  substilute  for 
the  bill  as  amended  by  the  commllteei  which  was  grant- 
ed, and  it  waa  ordered  to  be  printtd. 

Mr.  MORRIS  then  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn  t 
which  motion  was  rejected:  Yeas30,  najaSS,  as  fol'owsi 

Teas — Messrs.  Bayard,  CallHHin,  Clsy,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Moore, 
Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Jlobbins,  Soulhard»  Swift, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster— 20. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown, CutlibeH,  Dana, 
Ewing  unilinois,  Pulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Utibbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Ndes,  Norvell, 
PSge,  Rives,  Robinimn,  Rugelc,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tall- 
msdge,  Walker,  White,  Wrightr-26. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  as  amended,  and  decided  in  the  afBrmalive: 
Yeas  26,  itays  19,  as  follows: 

TiAs — Meurs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Pulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyun,  Moore, 
Nicholas^  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Rivea,  Kublnaon,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  While,  Wright— 26. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun.  Clsy,  Clayton,  Crit* 
tenden,  Davis,  Kent,  Knight,  Horrify  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Robbins,  Ruggles,  Southard,  SwIR,  Tipton,  Tomliuson, 
Wall,  Webster— 19. 

The  bill  waa  tlien  reported  to  tlie  Senate  as  amended  i 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr,  CLAT.  it  waa  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed as  amended. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

WxpiruBAT,  Fkbhitaht  1. 
LAND  FRAUDS. 

The  resolution,  formerly  offered  by  Mr.  Nicholas, 
catling  on  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  for  information 
obtained  by  special  sgentt  in  relation  to  alleged  frauda 
on  ihe  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  being  un- 
der consideration — 

Mr.  CLAY  proposed  to  amend  the  resoluthin  by  stri- 
king out  Louisiana,  and  extending  the  inquiry  to  all  the 
States  and  Territoriea. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  had  no  objection  to  a  general  in- 
quiry) but,  as  a  particular  chaise  of  fraud  had  been 
made  in  relation  lo  bis  own  State,  and  aa'he  waa  de- 
sirous to  protect  its  oitiaena  agatnat  all  unjust  and  in- 
jurioua  charges,  he  would  prefer  that  bia  resolution 
riiould  remain  distiset  from  any  resolution  for  a  general 
inquiry. 

Mr.  KWING.  of  Ohio,  said  he  hoped  the  Senator 
would  at  Icaat  permit  his  resolution  to  be  so  far  amend- 
ed aa  to  call  for  a  return  of  the  papers  on  which  cbai^ca 
in  relation  to  dtiaena  of  Louiriana  had  been  made  at  the 
last  sesaton,  whieb  papers  bad  been  returned  from  the 
Senate  to  the  Department. 

Hr.  NICHOLAS  intimated  hia  belief  that  those  chargea 
were,  to  a  considenAle  extent,  founded  on  anonymoua 
letters. 

Mr.  EWING  said  he  had  not  dependid  on  such  letters. 
The  principal  letter,  on  which  the  chargea  were  founded 
waa  from  the  dialriet  attorney  for  tlie  western  district 
of  Louinanat  and  he  clumed  it  aa  an  set  of  justice  to  all, 
that  the  same  papers  on  which  charges  were  made  at 
the  last  session  should  attain  be  brought  before  the  Sen- 
ale,  that  the  report  on  the  subject  might  contain  the  in- 
formation on  which  ehafges  were  founded. 

Mr.  LINN  inquired  whether  individuala  who  mi^t 
be  implicated  would  have  an  opportunity  to  rebut  me 
charges  of  fraud  which  might  be  brought  against  ibem. 
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PtMULandi. 

Mr.  SEVIER  apoke  at  Kme  len^h  igr*''"*  tendinr 
out  BpccitI  agents  at  all  to  inquire  into  caaea  which  had 
been  lung  conaidered  as  aeltled.  It  hindered  the  iaauing 
or  land  patenta,  an4  was  Uii^hly  injurioua  to  innocent 
pertcms.  He  waa  opposed  to  every  kind  of  reinveitiga< 
tlon  on  this  subject. 

■  Mr.  CLAT  oflBered  his  amendment,  which  was  adopt- 
ed, for  inititutinf;  a  general  inveatigation,  aa  an  addition 
to  Mr.  NicaoLAa'a  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
NicHOLis  was  amended  so  as  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  information  otberviso  obtained,  aa 
well  as  by  fecial  agents. 

Tb«  resolution,  aa  amended,  wh  then  adopted. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  (hp  aalra  of  the  public  lands,  except 
to  aelual  setltera,  and  in  limited  quanlitie%  waa  taken  up 
as  the  special  order,  the  •mendmenta  made  in  committee 
having  been  agreed  to  yesterday,  and  the  bill  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  NORVELL  moved  an  amendment  to  the  fourth 
section  of  the  b<ll,  providing  that  it  shall  not  be  con- 
s'rued  BO  as  to  afftct  the  seleetiona  <rf  land  whieh  have 
been  or  may  be  lude  for  tbo  aalt  springi  belonging  to 
Michigan. 

Mr.  WALKER  did  not  con^der  that  the  amendment 
waa  at  all  necessary,  for  the  provisiona  of  the  bill  cover- 
ed what  the  Senator  was  desiroui  of  aocomplidiing. 

The  amendment  waa  agrred  to. 

Mr.  BROWN  moved  an  amendment  to  the  fourth 
section,  making  it  retrospecttveM  its  cbaraeter  in  regard 
to  prc<emption  seltlemrnt.  , 

Mr.  B.  said  he  ofTered  this  amendment  with  a  view  to 
obviate  the  objection  entertained  by  some  gentlemen 
that  the  section,  as  it  stood,  would  bold  out  a  sort  of 
bounty  to  persona  reaiding  in  the  old  States  to  emigrate 
to  the  West.  Now,  should  iht  aiBendnent  prcf  ail,  no 
luch  temptation  wouM  be  htld  out  as  under  the  existing 
section. 

Mr.  nUGGLES  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  ao 
as  to  confine  the  operations  of  pre-emptions  to  settle- 
men's  prior  to  the  Ist  of  December,  1836. 

Mr.  BROWN  accepted  the  mudificationi  and 

The  ouestion  was  then'  taken  on  the  amendment  as 
amended,  and  it  was  adoptrd  by  the  following  vote; 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuihbcrt,  Daiia,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard,  Kent;  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
McKran,  Hoiris,  Nile^  fsg'i  Prentiss,  Preatoii,  Rirea, 
Itobbins,  Rugglea,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Wall, 
Webster,  While— 30. 

NAva— Messrs.  Benton,  Rlack,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon, 
MuorTf  Nichotaa,  Norvell,  i^binson,  Sevier,  Tipton, 
Walker,  Wright-17. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  subn^tted  an  amend ment  to 
compel  the  individual  entering  a  pre-emption  to  occupy 
and  cultivate  bis  land  lix  months  previous  to  sucb  pre- 
emption. 

Mr.  WALKER  disapproved  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, and  said  if  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  froM 
Ohio  ahonid  prevail,  he  would  rate  ag^nst  the  bill. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Chip,  sa'>d  that,  acoprdingto  the  bill, 
aa  it  was,  a  man  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  remain  a  day 
or  two  on  the  land  to  entiile  him  to  a  seUlemcnt. 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  almost  every  gentleman  seemed  to 
tiiiiik  that  some  bill  should  pass.  Now,  if  this  amend- 
ment prevwled,  the  bill  would  be  greatly  impaired  in  the 
rstimatiOD  of  many  Senators.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  mistaken  in  saying  that  the  bill  requi>ed  a 
mere  traiportry  rcaUeneei  it  required  not  only  oocu- 
pao^,  but  cultivation  also. 


Mr.  WALKER  hoped  that  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tieman  from  North  Carolina  would  prevail;  if  not,  a  prin- 
ciple would  be  introduced  in  the  bill  which  ought  not  to 
find  its  wsy  there.  Such  a  principle  could  not  be  found 
in  any  bill  heretofore  passed  oflhis  character.  1^  then, 
this  new  principle  should  be  inserted,  he  was  prepared 
to  abandon  the  nilli  and  he  would  aak  for  the  yeas  aad 
nays. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that,  if  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
should  vote  against  the  bill,  as  he  threatened  to  do,  it 
would  be  no  great  calamity.  As  for  himself,  he  would 
vote  against  it  if  no  one  else  did.  What!  would  it  ba 
pretended  by  any  Senator,  that  a  man,  by  remaining  a 
day  upon  the  public  landi^ahoald  be  entitled  to  pre-emp- 
tion^ Waa  Uiat  the  right  upon  whieh  gentlemen  would 
grant  the  right  of  pre-emptionf  Noi  actual  cultivation 
and  posaeisioa  wss  neceasaryt  this  was  the  practical  op- 
eration of  the  pre-emption  isws  which  had  heretofore 
been  passed.  This  requirement  should  be  insisted  upon 
by  the  present  billi  and  the  requirement  proposed  to  b« 
inserted  in  the  bill,  of  a  vx  months'  residence,  was  only, 
he  repeated,  earrybg  out  the  intention  of  the  old  pre- 
emption laws. 

Mr.  BU6GLE3  remarked  that  he  waa  desirous  that  a 
bill  should  pass  restricting  the  lands  to  actual  aeltlersh 
but  he  considered  three  months  would  be  lotw  enough. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  BUGGLES  moved  to  strike  out  "sis,*'  and  in. 
sert  *•  three;'*  which  was  lest. 

The  debate  wu  eontinued  by  Messrs.  BAYARD, 
NILES,  CRITTENDEN,  BROWN,  CALHOUN,  and 
PRESTON,  when 

Mr.  WALKER  movrd  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Mune,  to  insert 
*<  three''  instead  of  "  srz,*'snd  ssked  for  theyeasaad  nayai 
which  being  taken,  were:  Yeas      nays  13. 

So  the  vote  was  rcconsideiedf  and. 

On  takii^  the  queatifln  on  Mr.  Rtreeus*s  nsolion 
to  strike  out  '■six,'* and  insert  "tliree,"  it  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUGGLBS,  the  bill  was  amended 
so  as  to  require  an  actual  occupation  and  cultivation  of 
the  tract  three  months  prior  to  the  entry  of  a  pre-emption. 

Mr.  MORRIS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a 
clause  requiring  the  individual  purchasing  on  a  pre- 
emption to  have  erected  a  dwelling-houae  on  the  lutd, 
and  to  have  resided  therein  the  term  of  three  months. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nsysi  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  Isy  the  bill  and  amendmenla 
on  the  table,  and  aaked  for  the  yeaa  aad  nays  on  the 
question)  which  being  ordered,  the  question  vaa  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows; 

YsiB — Messrs.  Bayard,  Cnlhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing  uf  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  Moore,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins^  Se- 
vier, Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinaon,  Webrfer — 30. 

NAts— Messrs.  Benton,  Bl«cfc,  Brown,  Cutbberl, 
Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lynn,  Nicbulas,  Niter, 
Norvell,  Page,  Rver,  Rtriiiiwon,  Rugglev,  Straagc^ 
Talhnadge,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wrighl^-36. 

Mr.  HOORK  moved  that  the  Senate  a^iounii  »hich 
■KMien  wur^ectedi  Yeaa  30,  Baya35,  aamlowsi 

YsAs— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohif^  Kent,  King  of  Georgia 
Knight,  Moure,  Morris,  Prentis%  Preston,  Robbing 
Southard,  Swift,  I'omlinson,  Wall,  Webster— 30. 

Navs— Mesn-s.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Cutbbert, 
Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nichoiaih  Niles,  Norvell,  Page, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Straagei  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  White,  Wright-3:«. 
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F«».  3, 1837.]  Copy-r^hU  to  Fbrdgneri.  [Smn. 


After  tome  remarki  from  Henri.  MORRIS*  BAY- 
ARD, WALKER,  EWINGof  Oliio.  and  EWlNQomit- 
11015,  the  ftmendment  of  Mr.  Monm»  wm  rejected  t  Yeu 
31.  n«yi  35,  u  follow! ; 

Tut— Menn.  Bftfftrd,  Cklhoan,  Clay,  CUrton,  Crit* 
lenden,  Divh,  Ewing  of  Ohio.  Kent,  King  of  AUbum, 
K'tnff  of  Georgiit  Knight,  Morris,  PrentiM,  Preaton, 
Robbing  RogRlei,  SoathRrd*  Tonlinion,  Wall,  Web* 
■ter.  White— SI. 

NiTi — Meam.  Benton,  BlacV,  Brown,  Cuthbert* 
Dana,  Ewinjf  of  lllmois,  Fulton,  Gnindjr,  Hendricka, 
Hubbard,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Nichotaa,  Nile^  Norvell, 
P«g^,  Rivea,  Robinson,  9evie%  Stnnge,  Svift,  Tall- 
madge.  Walker,  Wright— 35. 

Mr.  NORTBLL  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  proriding 
that  the  reatrietlun  which  ennfinet  the  benmta  of  thia 
act  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  apply  only  to 
the  pre-emption  aystem. 

Mr.  N.  obserred  that  the  section,  as  it  now  stands, 
was  the  adoption  of  a  policy  never  before  known  in  the 
United  States  in  the  sales  of  the  public  Isndt. 

After  some  words  from  Mr.  LINN  In  fiivorof  the 
anendment, 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  that  if  he  bad  Iheaght  that  the 
motion  would  prevail,  he  would  have  moved  to  strike 
out  the  ninth  section  altogether,  as  it  ought  not  to  be  in 
the  bin  at  alt. 

Ur.  WEBSTER  asked  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Senate,  in  a  bill  giving  so  great  a  bounty  as  this  bill,  to 
extend  it  to  every  man  in  England,  France,  and  Ireland  * 
Would  they  extend  the  privilege  of  entering  lands  for 
their  children  to  ftlhers  in  fore^n  countries,  when  Ibe 
friends  of  the  bill,  with  so  much  reluctance,  consented 
that  ii  should  be  extended  to  those  in  the  old  Stales? 

Mr.  W.  moved  to  amend  the  ninth  section,  so  as  to 
restrict  the  privileges  of  pre-emption  and  settlement  for 
children,  to  citiaens  of  the  United  Ststest  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  NoaTaLi.'a  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  ninth  sectioni  which  was  rejected: 
Teas  9,  nays  32,  sa  follows: 

TiAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Hendricks^  Linn,  Ly- 
on, NorveH,  Rt^inson,  Sevier,  Walker— 9. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dans,  Davif,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Fulton,  Orundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Ring  of  Georgia,  Moore,  Morris,  Niehobui,  N'les, 
Page,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rivex,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  South* 
■rdr  Swift,  Tallmatlge,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White, 
Wright— 32. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  moved  to  strike  the  8lh  section  from 
the  bill.  [This  is  the  section  permitting  fathers  in  the 
old  Stater,  or  mothers,  in  case  the  fathers  are  dead,  to 
enter  a  section  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  minor  children.] 

Mr.  HUBBARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 

?|uestian,  which  wereordcredt  and  after  some  reraarke 
rem  Mr.  RUGGLES,  the  motion  was  rejected:  Teat  1% 
nays  36,  as  follows: 

Tiis— Messrs.  Benton,  BIscfc,  Fulton,  King  oF  Ala- 
bama, Linn,  Moore,  Morri*,  Niles,  Page,  Rugglea,  Se* 
vier,  Wright— 1?.  , 

Natb— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Dana,  E»ing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohit^  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  King  of  Georgia,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rtves,  Rabbins,  Robinson,  Soulhird, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  TomllRSOii,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster, 
White— 36. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  reducing  the 
price  of  all  lands  that  have  been  in  the  market  tev.yeara 
to  one  dollar  per  aoret  and  all  lands  that  have  been  in 
the  market  fifteen  years  to  seventy-five  cents  per  acre. 

Ur.  MORRIS  here  moved  that  the  Senate  a^oarai 
which  was  ctrricd:  Teat  SO,  nays  19;  and 

The  Senate  Kdjcumed. 


TavKanaTt  FnmvAmT  3. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  presented  the  credential*  of  the 
Hnn.  AiiXjiHDKE  HooToir,  Senator  elect  from  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  vice  Mr.  PonTin,  re4gned> 

Mr.  UOUTON  then  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  bit  seat. 

COPY-RIGBTS  TO  FOREIGNERS. 

Mr.  CLAY  taid  that  he  beMed  leav*  to  present  to  (be 
Senate  a  memoir  or  address  Irom  certain  living  authors 
of  Great  Britain.  Among  the  subscribers  to  it  would  be 
recognised  some  of  the  most  distinguished  names  in  the 
literary  world — names  (said  he)  with  which  we  hare 
been  long  familiar,  and  whose  admirable  productioni 
have  often  instructed  and  delighted  us  all.  They  repre- 
sent that,  owing  to  the  want  of  legal  protection  in  the 
United  States,  they  are  depriv^  of  the  benefit  here  of 
(heir  literary  properiyt  that  their  works  are  published 
without  any  compensation  being  made  to  them  fur  their 
eopy-rigbtst  that  they  are  frequently  altered  sod  mutila- 
ted, so  as  to  affect  injuriously  their  rcputatioost  and 
that  an  arrangement  which  they,  or  tome  of  them,  bad 
made  with  booksellers  in  the  United  States,  to  secure  a 
&ir  end. just  remuneration  for  their  labors,  had  been  de- 
feated by  the  practice  of  other  American  booksellers. 
Hiey  therefore  request  the  pasmge  of  a  law,  by  which 
their  right  of  property  msy  be  protected. 

I  am  quite  sure,  Mr.  President,  (continued  Mr.  Cut,) 
that  I  need  not  say  one  word  to  cummend  this  addreaa 
to  the  attentive  and  friendly  oonsideratioa  of  the  Senate, 
and  every  member  of  it.  Of  all  olaases  of  our  fellow- 
beinga,  there  is  none  that  bu  a  better  right  than  that  of 
authors  and  inventors,  to  the  kindness,  the  sympathy, 
and  the  protection  of  the  Government.  And  surely 
iKithing  can  be  more  reaaonable  than  that  (hey  should 
be  allowed  to  enjoy,  without  interruption,  fur  a  limited 
time,  the  property  created  by  their  own  genius.  Un* 
fortunately,  butino  often  dependent  upon  that  alone,  if 
they  are  deprived  of  it,  they  are  bereft  of  the  means  of 
subsistence.  Thc.signersof  this  address  may,  with  more 
confidence,  indulge  the  hope  of  the  passage  of  the  law 
which  they  solicit,  from  the  consideration  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  liberality  of  the  British  practice,  the  aecurilv 
of  copy-right  is  nut  restricted  to  British  subjects,  but  is 
equally  enjoyed  by  foreigneis.  And  1  understand  that 
there  are  tnsUncea  of  American  authors  who  have  avail- 
ed themselves  of  It. 

Mr.  President,  when  w«  reBeOt  what  important  parU 
of  the  great  republie  of  leltera  the  United  Slatea 
and  Great  Britain  are,  and  consider  iheir  common  ori- 
gin, common  language,  and  similarity  of  institutions, 
and  of  habits  of  reading,  there  aeems  to  me  to  be  every 
motive  for  reciprocating  between  the  two  countries  the 
aecurity  of  copy-righta.  Indeed,  1  do  not  see  any  ground 
of  just  objection,  either  in  the  constitution  or  in  sound 
poUey,  to  the  passsge  of  a  law  tendering  to  all  foreign 
nations  reciprocal  security  for  literary  property. 

Mr.  C,  in  conclusion,  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  general 
propriety  of  (he  direedon  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
memorial)  all  subjects  of  this  kind  were  prnperly 
brought  befwe  the  Library  Committee.  But  the  sub- 
ject was  one  of  some  difficulty}  there  was  a  targe  and 
meritorioua  class  of  authors  in  this  country,  who  had  a 
direct  interest  in  securing  to  the  authors  of  Great  Brit- 
ain the  copy-right  to  their  works,  because  copies  of 
these  woi  ks  were  sold  without  the  expense  of  a  copy- 
right, and  thus  came  in  free  and  injurinua  competition 
with  the  wwkittf  American authon.  But,  then,  publish- 
ers had  an  oppoaiie  interest,  to  seise  upon  foreign  worka 
without  prices  and  repnbliih  tbem.  The  consequeneo 
was»  that  the  labor  of  fbrdgn  authon  was  converted  to 

Digitized  by  Google 


671   GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER  672 

Shati.]  Public  Lands.  [Pbb.  3,  1837. 


the  UM  of  pubrnhert  herr,  who  often  lent  into  the  mir- 
ket  ■  moft  de«p'ie«ble  arliele  in  point  of  execution,  en- 
tirel)'  unworthy  of  ihe  fltste  of  the  «rti  in  ihU  country. 
Fubliihen,  tliererore,  trnyed  thenuehrea  kgatnat 
the  object  of  thii  memoriftlt  and  the  subject,  therefure, 
reaolved  itielf  into  «  complietted  question  of  free  trade 
and  protection  of  the  mechknical  irti,  with  wliicb  ii 
numbered  tbe  art  of  prmtinp.  On  this  subject  Hr.  P. 
was  not  now  prepared  to  decide.  They  Irad  two  au- 
thors to  our  one,  and  were,  ihmfore,  more  iniereited 
in  the  protection  of  mental  labori  while  we  published 
three  or  four  books  to  their  one,  and  were,  therefore, 
more  interested  in  protecting  publishers.  Mr.  P.  was 
understood  to  tuf^gest  that  the  subject  ouglit  to  go  to  the 
Judiciary  Cnmmitlce. 

Mr.  GRUNDT  remarked  that  the  Judiciary  Commil- 
lee  had  already  aa  moeh  before  them  aa  they  could  prop- 
erly perform,  and  it  waa  therefore  impottibie  for  them 
to  give  this  subject  that  attention  which  was  due  to  its 
intrinsic  merits.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  memorial 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  Bve,  ezpreasiflg  the 
desire  that  be  might  be  cxcnsf  d  from  serring  on  such 
committee. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  was  aware  that  the  interest 
of  booksellers  in  the  United  Statea  was  adverae  to  the 
object  of  this  memorial;  hut  he  did  not  anppose  that  it 
was  of  a  diaraeler  or  nature  such  as  requireid  its  rejec- 
tion. The  works  for  which  copy-rights  woaM  be  secured 
in  this  country  constituted  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
entire  literature  of  Great  Britain  or  this  eounlry )  and  of 
Ihe  works  of  the  distinguished  names  on  this  memorial, 
the  copy-right  of  s  great  portion  had  eipired,  which 
ua*,  therefore,  subject  to  free  publication;  and  perhaps 
it  would  not  be  thought  proper  to  revive  (he  right  in 
this  country.  By  aeveral  living  foreign  autliors,  an  at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  secure  their  properly  in  this 
cnuntry,  by  des'^nating  the  booksellers  in  the  United 
Slates  by  whom  alone  their  works  were  to  he  publifthrd. 
The  attempt,  however,  proved  impracticable,  Tor  other 
booksellera  also  published  their  works  without  license, 
so  as  entirely  to  deprive  them  of  (he  benefi  sof  such 
property  in  this  country.  Mr.  C.  thought  the  proper 
committee  waa  that  on  the  Judiciary,  though  he  would 
not  object  to  a  select  eommiltee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  siid  whf  n  this  question  came  to  be 
considered  it  would  be  a  vexed  and  difficult  question .  He 
would  not  discuss  it  now,  but  he  aaw  an  interest  involved 
far  beyon<l  that  of  publishers,  to  whose  interest  he  would 
pay  a  smaller  regard)  and  that  was  Ifae  interest  of  the 
reading  people  of  the  United  Statea.  Cheap  eilitions 
of  foreign  works  were  now  pnblialied  and  sent  all  over 
the  country  so  aa  to  be  within  the  resch  of  every  in- 
dividual) and  the  eflcctor  granting  copy-rights  asked  for 
by  tills  memorial  would  be,  that  the  authors  who  were 
anxious  (o  have  their  works  appear  in  a  more  expensive 
form  would  prevent  the  Issuing  of  these  cheap  editions; 
so  that  the  amount  of  republications  of  British  works  in 
this  country,  be  thought,  would  be  at  once  reduced  to 
one  half.  But  to  live  in  fame  waa  as  great  a  stimulus  to 
authors  as  pecuniary  gsini  and  ihe  question  ought  lo 
be  considered,  whether  they  would  not  lose  as  much  of 
fame  by  the  measure  asked  fur,  aa  they  would  gain  in 
money.  Ii  was  especially  well  worthy  of  the  committee 
to  go  beyond  publishers,  and  ascertain  what  would  be 
tlie  effect  on  toe  acqui«tion  of  knowledge  in  this  vast 
country. 

Mr.  Gbukst's  motion  to  refer  the  memorial  to  a  spe- 
cial committee  was  (hen  carried^  and  the  Chair  appointed 
Messrs.  Cut,  Parsrov,  Bccbasait,  Waatria,  and 
Ewixa  of  OhiiH  to  compose  the  committee. 

H  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Tbe  Prcrident  having  announced  the  special  order  of 


the  day,  being  the  bill  limiting  the  lalea  of  the  peblie 
lands,  and  having  aiated  the  quesDoo  to  be  on  the  fol- 
lowing sections,  moved  by  Hr.  Hooax,  aa  amendments 

to  the  bill: 

"  Aid  be  it  further  eaaeledf  Titat  all  lands  which  have 
been  offered  lor  sale  twenty  or  more  yearn,  and  remain 
unaold,  shall  hereafter  be  sold  at  fifty  cents  per  acrei  all 
lands  which  have  been  offered  fifteen  or  more  years,  and 
less  than  twenty  years,  ahall  be  hereafter  sold  at  aevenly- 
five  eents  per  acrei  and  all  bnds  which  have  been  offered 
ten  or  more  years  and  lets  than  fifteen  yeara,  i^iall  here- 
after be  st^d  at  one  dollar  per  acre:  Provided,  Hiai  not 
more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  shall  be  sold  to 
any  one  purchaser,  nor  to  any  oliter  (ban  actual  settlers, 
at  auch  reduced  prices. 

**AndititfwUiier«iu^td,  That  any  person  who 
make  the  nerenary  proof,  aa  required  by  tbe  fourth 
section  of  this  bill,  that  he  has  oecupicd  or  cultivated 
any  portion  uf  the  publie  lands  aubject  to  entry  at  pri- 
vate sale,  such  person  aliall  have  the  pre-emptive  right 
in  the  purchase  of  one  quarter  section,  to  include  the 
land  ao  occupied  or  cultivated,  at  one  dollar  per  acre." 

Mr.  MOOnE  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr,  President:  When  I  had  the  honor  to  present  to 
the  Senate  last  evenii^  the  ancendmenta  now  under  its 
consideration,  I  and  ^reat  iMuatice  bad  been  done  that 
class  of  our  fcl1ow.citisen8  wno  first  emigrate  and  take 
possession  of  the  public  domain,  by  that  severe  denun- 
ciation that  had  been  so  liberally  dealt  out  against  then 
from  several  quarters  upon  this  floor.  Having  been  an 
early  emigrant  myself  to  the  section  of  country  in  which 
I  reside,  and  having  some  knnwieilge  of  Ihe  character 
of  the  man^  privations  which  (hose  with  whom  I  have 
been  associated  had  to  encounter,  and  which  are  com- 
mon with  all  early  emigrants  lo  a  new  country,  it  was 
natural  Uiat  my  sympathies  and  sensibilities  should  be 
excited.  But,  sir,  I  am  well  aware  these  missiles  and 
censure  were  not  thrown  psrticuiarly  at  AUbsmai  and 
as  they  have  been  met  and  replied  tu  by  others,  I  shall 
endeavor  only  to  give  a  brier  explanation  of  the  opera- 
lion  of  former  pre-emption  )aw<>,  as  relalea  lo  tbe  State 
of  Alabama. 

Sir,  llic  only  pre-emption  law  in  that  long  catalogue 
brought  to  view  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  £Mr. 
Bbhtor]  in  which  any  portion  of  the  citizens  of  ihis 
State  have  hid  any  interot,  is  tbe  law  of  May,  1830, 
which  was  limited  in  its  operation  to  one  yrar  unlyi  and 
llie  act  of  June,  183^  which  re-enacted  the  provisions 
of  the  law  of  1830,  and  cuntinued  iu  operation  for  two 
years. 

These  laws  have  had  an  application  in  one  or  two 
countiea  only  in  the  whole  Stale  of  Ahtbamai  aad,  in 
truth,  it  may  be  said  that  (lie  citizens  in  but  one  county 
have  been  benefited  to  any  cnnaiderable  extent.  These 
citizens,  although  not  in  affluence,  are  as  honest,  as 
worthy,  and  reqiectable,  aa  the  population  in  any  other 
quarter. 

And  what,  let  me  ask,  is  the  cliaracter  of  the  boon 
presented  by  tbe  preemption  laws  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred ?  The  only  advantage  has  been  the  protection  it 
gave  the  poor  man  from  a  competition  with  the  more 
wealthy  land  speculator  in*  the  purchase  of  his  liUle-' 
home,  one  quarter  section,  which  had  been  made  valua- 
ble only  by  mean*  of  his  own  labor  bestowed  upon  it. 

Sir,  it  is  due  to  my  constituents  that  1  should  state  one 
fact,  which  ia  much  to  their  credit  and  honor,  which  ia 
(his:  I  have  never  heard  uf  any  attempt  to  perfect  tillea 
under  these  pre-emption  laws  by  a  resort  to  "corrup- 
tion, perjury,  auburnation  of  perjury,  or  otlier  imprapcr 
means,"  about  which  we  have  heard  so  much  as  bavtog 
occurred  in  other  quarters. 

There  is  another  fact  ttiiich  I  take  great  pleasure  tn 
bringing  to  the  view  of  the  Senate.  This  very  countyof 
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Jackson,  wbich  bis  enjoyed  ifretter  benefit  from  the 
pre*cinption  bwa  than  any  uihrr,  has  also  furnislied 
a  greater  number  of  Boldirra  tor  Ibe  derence  of  the  Stale 
Ibaa  any  olber  cou'rtyi  ilie  has  now  [unlcfs  they  have 
recently  returned)  about  four  hundred  of  her  brave  and 
patriotic  cU'zenis  breailinB  the  perih  of  the  Indian  war 
■n  Florida,  and,  what  I  fear  u  more  appalling  to  them 
than  Ihe  dangers  of  war,  the  unhealthy  climate  which 
is  the  scene  of  iheir  operations. 

These  are  v(dunleer§,  nut  dratiglited  men.  As  Boon 
as  the  call  for  men  was  made  known,  more  volunteered 
than  were  rcqiiiredj  and,  in  this  county,  I  hare  heard  it 
Hid  that,  "  if  any  draught  should  ever  be  resorted  to,  it 
would  be  s  draught  to  see  who  should  stay  at  home." 

Bat  it  has  been  intimated  by  tbe  boDomble  Semlor 
frfHDOeorgia[Ur.  Kiaa]  that  this  class  of  oar  fellow<citi- 
zens  have,  by  iheir  disorderly  and  criminal  deportment, 

groToked  the  Indian  wars  in  which  tbe  Gorernment  has 
een  and  yet  is  involved. 
Mr.  president,  as  regards  tbe  Black  Hawk  war,  I 
know  nbthing,  and  therefore  I  say  nothingt  but,  sir,  as 
relates  to  the  Indian  war  in  the  South,  I.  think  I  hazard 
nothing  in  saying  this  can  be  traced  to  a  d'fferent  origin] 
this  has  origisated  from  the  manner  in  which  your  In- 
dian treaties  have  been  made,  and  the  bad  fiulh,  yes,  irir, 
Ihe  bad  faith,  in  which  their  requirements  have  been  ex- 
ecuted. One  circumstance  which  lias  contributed 
greatly  in  exciting  tlut  ill-blood  wh>ch  finally  resulted  in 
open  depredations  on  the  part  of  the  Indian*,  has  been  ihe 
countenance  giten  to  tbe  most  gross  and  flagrant  frauds 
practised  upon  Uiem  by  unprincipled  land  speculstors,  in 
tbe  pretended  purchase  of  tlieir  reserraliona.  And,  air,  1 
think  I  may  SBsome  the  retponsibiliW  of  saying  that  some 
of  the  consliiuenis  of  the  Senator  froni  Georgia  partici. 
pated  largely  in  these  apeculations.  Well,  sir,  the  war 
having  been  brought  about  by  the  means  to  wbich  1 
have  referred,  who,  except  that  very  class  of  our  fellow- 
ci^isena,  so  much  abused,  to  whom  the  opprobrious 
epilliet  of  "squattcrb"  has  been  applied,  first  shouldered 
their  muskets  to  do  fiigbtin|rf  The  nlk-ind^urple 
gentry,  unless  they  can  be  so  firlumte  as  to  obtain  the 
connnuind  of  a  regiment  ur  battalion,  find  it  more  con- 
venient to  enjoy  iheir  ease  upon  their  cotton  fsn*.  If 
they  contribute  any  thing,  it  is  by  way  of  subsiitutei 
their  person  is  too  sacred  to  be  exposed  to  the  cruel 
hardships  of  a  carapaignt  they  therefore  do  all  their 
fighting  by  substitute.  Yes,  sir,  although  this  "  tra- 
duced class"  do  not,  as  has  been  cturged,  originate  tbe 
war,  they  are  truly  active  and  principal  agents  in  bringing 
it  to  a  close. 

But  it  has  been  alleged  by  the  honorable  Senator  **  that 
Ibey  pay  no  taxes  to  the  Government,"  Sec.  Now,  sir,  I 
demand  to  know  if  this  be  so?  1  desire  to  know  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  [Hr.  Kma]  whether  the  tax  im- 
posed by  the  tariff  doea  not  operate  upon  this  class  of 
our  felloW'^itiseiw  as  well  as  tny  otlicr  1  By  what  means 
are  ibey  exempted  from  ttainfluence?  Sir,  does  not  tbe 
poor  man  pay  a  tax  for  tbe  hat  upon  his  head,  tbe  cost 
(^Itbough  it  may  be  a  coarse  one)  upon  his  back,  and 
the  ^oes  upon  his  feel?  Is  he  not  rrqulred  to  pay  a  tax 
fur  the  plough  and  weeding  hoe,  the  axe,  and  other 
farming  utensila  whh  which  he  cultivates  his  little  corn- 
field^ The  sugar  with  which  be  sweetens  his  coffee, 
and  tbe  salt  that  Is  put  in  his  bread  f  Yes,  sir,  he  pays 
a  tax  almost  for  ever^  thing  be  and  his  hmily  cither 
eat  or  weari  uid  this  is  not  all,  for  he  is  taxed  for  the 
very  last  nail  that  is  driven  in  his  coffin,  or  the  cufRn 
made  fur  any  branch  of  his  family.  And  yet  we  are  to 
be  told  that  'HheypHy  no  tax!"  1  am  willing  to  ad- 
mit that  they  mny  not  pay  as  much  in  amount  as  the 
man  who  wears  a  beaver  hat,  a  broadcloth  cloak,  a  ruf- 
fle ahitt,  snd  silk  stockings,  and  who  uses  his  wines 
and  other  luxuriesi  yet  I  will  venture  the  assertioo  that 
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the  lax  paid  by  tbe  poor  man,  who  may  have  a  hrge 
family  to  support,  fills  as  heavy  and  is  as  oppreaaive  upon 
him  as  the  tax  paid  by  any  other  class  of  the  community. 

Well,  now,  a  few  words  aji  regarda  the  amendment 
Bubmilted  fur  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  Us  op- 
eration is  confined  to  lands  that  have  been  in  market  for 
ten,  firieen,  and  twenty  years,  and  which  tbe  Govern* 
ment  has  not  been  able  to-sell  at  the  mintmam  price,  and 
which,  I  hesitate  not  to  aay,  will  never  be  sold  unless 
the  price  be  reduced.  This  provision  will  enure  mainly 
to  the  benefit  of  that  cla»s  for  whom  it  is  more  imperi- 
ously our  duty  tn  legislfttei  those  in  indigent  circumstan- 
ces, who  have  heretofore  been  driven  out  of  Ibe  public 
■and  market,  by  the  wealthy,  the  capitalist,  and  land 
fpeculator;  for,  sir,  it  cannot  be  disguised  that  these  have 
heretofore  possessed  Ibcnuelves  of  all  the  most  valuable, 
rich,  and  fertile  lands,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  those 
who  have  been  unable  to  compete  with  them.  And 
now,  when  they  have  picked  and  culled  it  over  and  over 
•gain,  until  nothing  remains  but  Ihe  refuse  lands,  which 
ihey  will  nut  purcbasr,  but  which  a  poor  man  is  both 
willing  and  able  to  purchase  at  its  fair  value,  you  refuse, 
snd  unreasonably  insiat  that  this  ia  worth  as  much  as  you 
sell  the  cotton  and  sugar  bod  and  beat  HisBiaBippi  low 
grounds  for.  This  policy  is  as  inconsiitent  as  it  is  ad- 
verse to  the  inlerest  of  the  new  States. 

What,  let  me  a&k,  Vouhl  be  the  course  of  an  intelli- 
gent individual,  under  similar  circnmstancep,  who,  hav- 
ing obtained  a  large  quantity  of  public  lands,  and  having 
sold  out  the  best  at  the  highest  price  it  would  command, 
would  hoU  up  the  refuse  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the 
Btme  price  for  this'  What  has  been  the  practice  of  ev- 
ery State  in  the  Union  which  has  sold  its  public  lands? 
Have  th^  dot  reduced  the  price  according  to  its  <|ual- 
ity.'  And  what  would  be  the  course  of  any  other  indi- 
vidual who  might  put  in  market  any  other  commodity? 
Suppose  he  be  a  tobacco  planter,  or  a  flour  merchant : 
would  either  of  these,  having  m»de  aale  of  all  the  prime, 
think  of  holding  up  the  ground  leitf  tobacco,  or  the  old 
and  sour  flnur,  with  any  reasonable  hope  of  ever  obtsin- 
ing  Ihe  same  price  for  this?  Or  would  be  not  reduce 
the  price  of  this  article  to  its  ftir  market  value?  This, 
it  seems  lo  me,  would  be  the  dictate  of  prudence  snd 
common  sense. 

But,  sir,  we  claim,  and  with  great  propriety,  too,  a 
reduction,  upon  the  ground  and  principle  upon  which 
you  have  reduced  the  tariflT,  In  order  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  surplus  revenue,  and  to  bring  down  the  rate 
of  taxation  to  the  actual,  economicul  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  public  doma'n  is  the  article  in  which  the 
people  of  the  new  States  deal  mosllyt  and  while  you  have 
extended  a  scale  of  reduction  to  every  other  article  of 
consumption,  this  has  been  left,  alone,  untouched,  at  it* 
original  high  price — a  price  fixed  when  the  Govern- 
ment had  a  brge  public  debt  unliquidated,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  which  the  public  domain  was  pledged.  Hiis 
pledge  is  now  redeemed,  snd  the  citisens  of  the  new 
States  have  Ihe  right  to  demand  a  reduction  in  the  price 
of  the  public  domain  in  a  ratio  corresponding  with  that 
applied  by  tbe  tsrifl'to  other  articles. 

But  there  are  other  and  higher  con«derations  which 
should  influence  gentlemen  in  the  support  of  this  meas- 
ure. The  citizens  of  the  new  States,  ajthou^  they  pay 
their  equal  proportion  of  the  tax  collected,  have  no  in- 
terebt  in  the  large  appropriations  of  thousands  and  mil- 
lions that  are  made  annually  out  of  the  public  treasure 
for  harbors,  fortifications,  breakwaters,  forts.  Sec,  on  the 
seaboard.  This  amendment  also  proposes  to  place  the 
means  in  the  hands  of  ihousands  of  our  fellow-citizens  to 
become  freelioltlers,  and  thus  increase  their  pride  and 
independeiwe,  their  attachment  to  the  soil  and  to  the 
GoverDmeiu,  and  st  the  sime  thne  remove  that  odiotia 
relation  thut  exists  belween  landlord  and  lensnt. 
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But  Mme  ^ntlemen  hare  argued  in  opposition  to  this 
measure,  as  iF  it  were  confined  in  its  operation  atone  to 
tbe  citiiens  of  th«  new  Statea,  and  as  if  the  citizens  of  no 
other  State  had  anj  iatertit  in  the  matter  whateTCr  But 
gentlemen  should  recollect  that  the  population  of  the 
new  States  ia  oomposed  of  the  good  people  frnm  every 
other  State  in  this  Union,  and  that  emigrants  from  every 
quarter  are  to  participate  in  the  wholesome  provihions 
proposed  to  be  incorporated  in  this  bill. 

Sir,  I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Delaware  [Mr.  Bitisd]  repudiate  these  cnaet« 
ments  because  they  hold  out  extravagant  inducement  to 
emigration  from  the  old  to  the  new  BUtea.  And  I 
would  nbinit  it  to  the  honorable  Senator  whether  this 
is  not  a  very  contracted  view  of  the  subjectt  and  wheth- 
er it  IS  not  our  duty  to  legislate  here  uptm  the  broad 
principle  of  promoting  the  Interest  and  prosperity  of  all] 
and  whether  he  does  justice  to  his  constituents  in  with- 
holding ilia  support  to  the  project  on  account  of  the  ex- 
travagant advantages  it  tenders  them  for  emigration. 
And  ought  not  the  State  he  so  ably  represented  be  wil- 
ling to  part  with  that  portion  of  ber  population  who, 
■eeing  the  avenue  opened  wide  for  the  improvement  of 
their  fortunes  in  the  West  and  Soutliwes',  feel  desirous 
of  availing  themselves  of  it?  And  ought  he  not  rather 
to  be  inclined  to  lend  liis  aid  in  givintr  them  encourage- 
ment than  to  impede  their  progress^  What,  suppose 
some  rich  landlord  lose  a  tenant,  and  some  of  the  manu- 
ftotoriei  some  of  their  liands,  who  labor  for  a  mere  pit- 
tance for  support,  wlien,  by  emigration  to  the  new  States, 
they  become  indejiendeot  rreeholdera  and  hndlorda 
themselves. 

Sir,  1  will  repeat  what  I  intimated  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, tliat  the  people  of  the  new  Statea  have  a  right  to 
appeal  to  Uie  justice  of  the  majority  on  this  floor  and  in 
the  other  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  who  are 
now  dominant,  and  bold  the  powert  for  their  aid  in  sup- 
port of  thia  measure.  They  have  done  much  for  the  ad- 
■inirtration,  and  particularly  haa  Alabama  done  every 
tbin^,  and  more  than  could  have  been  expected;  ahe  has 
aacrifieed-her  feelings  and  ber  principles)  her  citlzena 
have  saeriflced  their  attachment  for  an  iAdividual  pure 
and  spotless,  whose  deportment  either  in  the  private 
walks  of  life  or  tlie  public  councila  of  his  country  no 
honorable  man  will  dire  wsail  or  Impeach.  Tet  they 
have  saeriflced  their  attachment  for  him,  their  neighbor, 
their  friend,  to  gratify  Ceneral  Jackson.  And  I  think  I 
have  the  r'^ht  now,  in  behalf  of  my  constituents,  to 
make  tlie  appeal  to  the  friends  of  the  administration  for 
aid  in  favor  of  a  measure  more  intimately  connected 
with  their  interest  than  any  other  provision  of  this  bill. 

Now,  sir,  one  word  more  ss  to  the  other  amendment 
proposed  as  an  additional  aection  to  the  bill.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  provifiona  embraced  by  ibia  are  to  obrknisly 
just  and  proper,  that  I  cannot  anticipate  opposition  from 
nny  quarter.  In  this  there  is  no  principle  the  proprie- 
ty of  which  will  be  coovdered  doubtful  by  gentkmcn 
coming  from  either  the  old  or  new  Statea. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  amendment  proposes  to  secure 
to  an  individual  the  pre-emptive  right  in  the  purchase  of 
one  quarter  section,  that  be  haa  Unproved  and  cultiva- 
ted, at  one  dolbr  per  acre,  of  the  land  subject  to  be  en- 
tered at  private  late  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre.  Thia  will  be  oT  litUe  or  no  service  to  other 
new  States,  which  will  enjoy  a  more  important  advantage 
from  that  section  in  the  bill  which  secures  to  occupants 
the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  the  best  lands 
in  the  country.  But,  as  regards  Alabama,  these  golden 
daya  have  patsedi  the  good  lands  have  long  since  been 
aofd.  I  haTS  known  many  worthy  and  respectable  citi- 
zene  who  bad  made  improvementa  upon  tbe  public 
lands,  who  were  able  to  give  from  five  to  ten,  fifteen, 
Md  twenty  dolbn  per  ncrci  jret  wen  uaabk  to  Kcore 


their  homea-^were  turned  out  and  driven  off  by  the  cap- 
italist and  land  speculator,  under  the  auction  system,  be- 
ing  unprotected  at  that  time  by  any  pre-emption  bw. 

I'hia  amendment  would  be  viewed  aa  a  tnodeat  pmpo- 
aition,  compared  with  other  featurea  in  the  IhI^  and  I 
hope  it  will  receive  the  fiivorable  consideration  of  tbe 
Senate. 

[Mr.  Kiao,  of  Georgia,  in  a  subsequent  stsge  in  the 
debate,  having  submitted  two  amendinents  to  the  bill, 
via:  one  requiring  ■*  that  the  applicant  for  a  pre-emp- 
tion shall  make  osth  before  the  register  and  receiver 
that  be  haa  not  received  the  benefit  of  any  pre-emption 
law  heretofore  paned  by  the  Congress  of  tbe  United 
States;*)  and  tbe  other  providing  "that  no  pre-en^ition 
shall  be  granted  to  tends  from  which  the  Indians  bad  not 
been  removed  at  the  eomaenecment  of  such  occupmi- 
cy»— ] 

Mr.  Moore  said  he  had  already  declared  tliat  tlic 
interest  which  the  SUlc  of  Alabama  would  have  in  this 
law,  compared  with  that  which  other  new  States  and 
Territories  would  enjt^,  was  very  inconaiderBble.  Yet 
he  had  given  the  billliis  hearty  Mipport,  from  principle. 
Re  wss  willing  to  do  .justice  to  other  citizens,  the  early 
em'^rants,  in  whatever  quarter  they  majr  be  located. 
But  now  the  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Kiao] 
proposes  so  to  modify  the  bill  as  to  destroy  even  that 
small  interest  which  the  State  from  which  he  came  might 
claim  to  have,  and  to  exclude  bis  conklituents  from  anjr 
participation  in  ita  wholeaune  proviriona  whatever. 

Mr.  M.  solemnly  proteatcd  against  the  adoption  of  any 
such  amendment)  he  hoped  the  Senate  wnutd  not  ^nX- 
ify  the  Senator  from  Georg^  in  effecting  such  nmnifest 
injustice  to  the  cHizfnsof  his  State. 

That  Senator  had  again  renewed  his  unwarranted  de- 
nunciations against  that  meritorious  claas  of  our  fellow- 
eitizens,  whom  he  again  reproaches  by  calling  then 
<*  professionni  squatters;"  and  1^  this  amendment  pro- 
poses to  break  up  and  destroy  what  be  is  pleased  to  call 
"  their  profession  and  livelihood.**  And,  rir,  he  is  desi- 
rous also  to  put  sn  end  to  tbe  improper  treatment  and 
cruelty  with  which  "the  poor  Indians'*  hsve  been  made 
to  suffer,  and  are  liable  to  be  treated,  by  these  early  em- 
igrants, many  of  whom  be  has  intimated  **  have  left  Geor- 
gia because  they  were  no  better  than  tbey  ought  to  be." 

Mr.  M.  said  be  wouht  not  vuucli  fur  the  correct  de- 
portment of  the  people  of  Georgia  in  any  manner;  but, 
lor  the  consolation  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  he  would 
inform  him  that  the  salubrious  climate  of  Alabama  bad 
a  most  happy  influence  upon  those  who  emitted  from 
that  quarter;  as  soon  aa  they  crossed  tbe  line  and  be- 
came acclimated,  they  then  cease  to  be  **  professional 
squatters,"  and  become  honest  and  respeet^le  citizens, 
and  were  worthy  the  protection  this  bill  proposes  to 
give  them. 

But  if  the  Senator  Bueceeda  in  his  proposed  amend- 
ment, bis  (Mr.  M*»)  constituent^  few  as  tbey  were, 
who  have  obtained  any  pre-emption  under  any  fwmer 
law,  are  now  to  be  excluded  from  any  benefit  or  pro- 
tection given  by  the  pre-emption  clause  in  this  bill,  and 
left  entirely  at  the  tender  mereiea     the  land  speculator. 

Now,  sir,  where  is  the  propriety  of  thia?  Where  tbe 
propriety  of  exduding  a  poor  man  from  a  pre-emption 
under  this  law,  merely  because  he  has  been  compelled 
to  make  ssle  of  bis  land  heretofore  paid  lor,  in  order  to 
improve  his  condition  and  provide  more  efiVctually  for 
the  permanent  prosperity  of  his  family?  Sir,  the  gen- 
tleman on  with  much  more  propriety  change  the  char- 
acter of  his  amendment,  by  modilyirg  it  in  such  w.n- 
ner  as  to  exclude  and  render  the  land  speculator  incom- 
petent, instesd  of  the  prei«mpt>oner,  to  purchase  in  any 
fiiture  salej  and  with  such  a  modiflcatKn  Mr.  H.  wonld 
vote  for  it. 

Agtini  aooUier  portiim  of  bii  comtitiienls  were  to  be 
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made  itcp-chndm  of  and  exdudrd  from  tb«  proTiiioni 
of  this  Uw,  beatne  they  btvc  mule  their  nttlementt  be- 
fore the  IndUne  tre  reroond  from  the  territory  they 
Imvc  told.  And  the  rentlsmtn  h&d  tttled  correctly 
when  he  Mid  bii  ■mendmenti  would  only  apply  to  that 
pc»rtion  of  country  recently  mcquired  from  the  Cberokrea, 
situated  in  the  State  of  Alabuiu.  And  be  would  in- 
form that  Senator  thit,  small  aa  *'  thia  alip"  of  country 
wast  the  General  Assembly  had  orginized  three  new 
eoanties  oat  of  it,  which  were  aettfed  by  boneat  and 
respeetiAle  dlixena,  in  erery  naaoer  worthy  the  lavo** 
able  consideration  of  Congress.  The  treaty  had  been 
ratiAedJonf;  aincei  many  bad  gone  there  since  the  pur- 
chase and  aince  the  ratification)  and  yet  the  Indians  are 
not  removed,  and  no  one  can  tell  precisely  when  they 
will  be  entirely  reflooved.  Tiie  people,  ncTertheless,  are 
subject  to  all  the  reitralnta,  responsibilitier,  payment  of 
taxe*,  fcc,  in  the  same  manner  that  others  are  in  any 
other  part  of  the  State,  and  were  entitled  to  equal  par- 
ticipation in  the  important  provisions  of  this  bill. 

But  Mr.  M.  said  he  bad  felt  the  peculiar  force  of  lhat 
ar^ment  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia  resulting  from 
his  tender  empathies  and  compassion  for  the  poor  In- 
dians, which  inspired  his  bosom  with  such  a  strong  and 
Imudable  dewre  lo  put  a  at(^  to  those  -cnieltiea  hereto- 
rare  practised  upon-then. 

Mr.  M.  thought,  bokinfr  to  the  history  of  the  times, 
and  reviewing  the  legislative  action  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  ( prompted,  doubtless,  by  none  other  than  the 
most  tender  and  humane  connderationa  for  the  poor  In- 
dians, for  whom  the  Senator  would  make  us  believe  be 
also  feela  much  sympathy,)  that  such  arguments  came 
with  very  bad  grace  from  lhat  quarter.  That  Georgia 
should  fiet:)  more  than  other  Siatea  for  the  welfare  of  the 
IndwiH  and  that  her  delegation  should  be  disposed  to 
withhold  from  honest  occupants  pre*emption  rights  in 
the  purchase  of  the  public  lands,  lest  encouragement 
slioald  he  given  to  improper  treatment  to  the  poor  In- 
dians, was  among  the  very  last  argumenta  he  had  sup- 
posed the  Senator  from  Georgia  would  have  resorted  to 
in  support  of  his  proposition. 

When  Mr.  Uoobb  concluded. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment by  yeas  and  nays,  and  it  was  r-jected:  Yeas  16, 
nays  33. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  (he 
second  clause  of  the  proposed  amendment;  which  was, 
"  that  any  person  wlio  has  resided  on  and  purchased 
land  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  ct-nta  prr  acre,  during 
the  year  1836,  and  who  shall  be  in  pussesuon  of  such 
land  at  the  paauge  of  Ihia  act,  shall  be  allowed  to  enter 
one  quarter  section  until  1838,  provided  he  shall  have 
proved  bis  right  before  July  next,  before  the  register 
and  reutver  of  tbe  proper  land  office." 

The  amendment  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  27  to  15. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  lie  was  not  utiified  with  the  bill  in 
its  present  shape,  nor  did  he  know  that  any  amendment 
coul )  be  offered  to  it  which  would  reconcile  him  to  its 

ftrovisions.  He  had  voted  with  the  friends  of  the  bill  aa 
ar  as  be  could,  in  order  that  it  might  be  ao  amended  aa 
to  meet  with  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  Senate. 
Hr.  W.  proceeded  to  examine  and  comment  on  the  pro- 
riaions  of  the  bill. 

He  went  on  to  say  the  bill  was  partial  in  its  character, 
for  it  gave  a  preference  to  one  portion  of  society  over 
another  in  the  purchase  of  the  public  lands.  He  Mt^ed 
that  tbe  bill  in  its  present  shape  went  to  change  the 
whole  land  qrstem  of  the  eoontry,  and  excluded  from 
becoming  purehaaera  tbe  great  mass  of  society,  in  order 
to  induce  more  emi^^ration  to  the  West.  According  to 
this  bill,  persons  might  obtain  land,  and  lhat,  too,  with- 
out intending  to  become  occupiers  of  it.  Now,  be 
thought  it  was  not  sound  policy  lo  do  this;  nor  could 


any  ^od  reason  be  |NVen  why  it  liioald  be  d<me.  If 
the  bill  was  to  remain  in  its  present  form,  he  could  not 
consent  to  give  his  vote  for  it.  Tet  he  must  confess 
that  he  should  regret,  sAer  the  subject  had  been  so  long 
under  consideration,  if  nothing  were  done  that  would 
.prove  beneficial  to  the  new  States,  while  at  the  same 
time  no  injustice  should  be  perpetrated  against  the  old. 
With  r^rd  to  the  targe  amount  of  revenue  which  had 
been  derived  from  tbe  sales  of  the  public  lands  during 
the  past  year,  he  would  tell  gentlemen  how  it  happened 
to  be  so  much  greater  than  at  any  former  time.  Why, 
a  short  time  befbre  the  Indian  title  bad  been  extinguin- 
ed,  a  hirge  pnrtton  of  the  fineat  landa  were  brought  into 
the  marketi  and  the  consequence  was,  that  almost  every 
man  who  wished  to  procure  some  of  them,  and  yet  not 
having  the  means,  obtained  accommodation  at  the  banks, 
and  then  purchased.  Afterwards,  they  sold  to  great 
advanUge,  and  repaid  what  they  borrowed.  And  this 
had  been  the  course  pursued  in  regard  to  the  public 
lands  which  some  gentlemen  might  call  <* speculating." 
Now,  the  moment  tbe  money  depoiited  with  the  States 
should  be  withdrawn,  an  end  would  be  put  to  this  state 
of  thing*.  In  fact,  even  at  this  time,  the  best  lands  in 
ibe  South  and  Southwest  were  gone;  and  yet  Congress 
was  id>out  to  legislate  to  prevent  speculation  and  pre- 
serve the  public  lands!  After  some  further  remarks, 
Mr.  W.  observed,  let  jtistice  be  done  to  the  new  States; 
but  let  no  radicsj  change  be  made  in  the  laws,  unless 
gentlemen  were  quite  sure  that  that  change  was  made  upon 
a  principle  which  the  people  of  the  whole  Union  would 
approve  of.  If  that  course  were  not  pursueii,  the  result 
mif;ht  be  that  two  parlies  would  be  gotten  up,  of  the 
old  States  on  one  side,  and  the  new  on  the  other,  and 
then  no  man  could  foretell  what  would  happen  to  tbe 
libertirt  and  prospeKty  of  the  confiederacy.  If  the 
amendment  be  proposed  to  offer  ahould  be  adoptedi 
our  land  system  would  be  preserved,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  it  would  prevent,  as  much  aa  any  scheme  could, 
the  frauds  known  to  be  committed,  as  regarded  the  pub- 
lic lands.  Hr.  W.  concluded  his  remarks  by  ofTering 
Ibe  following,  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  report- 
ed by  Ibe  Committee  on  the  Public  Mnds: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  the 
following: 

**  That  every  settler  or  occupant  of  the  public  landi 
prior  to  the  pasaage  of  this  act,  who  was  in  possession  on 
the  first  day  of  December  last,  and  cultivated  any  part 
thereof  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  tbirty-aix,  ahall 
be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  and  privileges  provided  by 
an  act  entitled  *  Act  lo  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlera 
oo  the  public  lands,'  approved  May  twenty-ninth,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirtyt  and  the  «id  act  is  hereby  re- 
vived, and  shall  continue  in  force  one  year:  Proeidedf 
That,  where  more  than  one  person  may  have  aettled 
upon  and  cultivated  any  one  quarter  aection  of  land, 
each  one  of  ttiem  shall  have  an  equal  share  or  interest  in 
the  same  quarter  section,  but  shall  have  no  claim  lo  any 
other  land:  Jndprouidaf,  alwayn.  That  the  provUons  of 
this  act  shall  not  extend  to  any  person  who  made  hW  mN 
tiement  or  occupancy  before  the  extinguishment  of  Ibe 
Indian  title  to  the  land  on  whieh  be  aettled,  or  to  which 
be  claims  a  right  of  occupancy. 

*'Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  cases 
where  individuals  were  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  tbe 
pre-emption  act  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
four,  and  were  drprived  of  said  ri^its  by  the  location  of 
Indian  reservationa  having  been  placed  on  their  improve 
ment^  after  such  aettlementa  were  made,  the  pertoni 
having  been  so  entitled  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  one 
quarter  section  of  any  of  the  public  Unds  (not  reserved 
from  Sale)  in  the  SUIe  in  which  such  persons  resided: 
ProBided,  That  nicb  persons  shall  produce  satisfactory 
proof  before  the  proper  land  offiQers,  and  jnake  their 
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Miectioni  uf  Mid  quarter  epctiotUt  befors  tlie  first  dSy  or 
June  next. 

'•Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tl»l  M  UnHs 
which  have  been  oHered  for  sale  twenty  or  more  years, 
ID  1  remiin  unsold*  •hal)  hereafter  be  soKl  at  fifty  crntt 
per  acre  t  all  lands  which  have  been  offered  fifteen  or 
ip'ire  year*,  and  Icis  than  twenty  years,  ahall  be  hereaf- 
ter sold  at  aeventy-fire  cents  per  acrei  and  all  lands 
which  have  been  ofTerrd  ten  or  more  yean,  and  less 
than  fifteen  y^ars,  hhall  hereafter  be  sold  at  one  dollar 
per  acre:  Prmidtd,  That  not  more  than  one  hundred 
and  itxty  acies  ahall  be  sold  to  any  one  purchaser,  nor 
to  any  other  than  actual  settlers,  at  such  reduced  prices. 

*•  Bsc.  4.  Jad  be  itfurlher  tnaeled.  That  tb<^  coiiaent  of 
the  United  Statcf  thall  be,  and  hereby  ts,  ^ven  to  Ihe 
Statei  wilhio  which  the  public  landa  are  situate,  to  im- 
pose and  levy  a  lax  on  all  Unda  which  may  hereafter  be 
■old  by  Ihe  United  States  within  their  respective  limits." 

Mr.  SEVIER  demnnded  the  yeas  and  nsys  on  this 
amendment,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WALKER  opposed  the  amendmenS  as  likely  to 
insure  the  defeat  of  the  bill,  tnacmueh  as  there  were  the 
most  decided  indications  of  a  aeltted  majority  in  the  Sen- 
Me  opposed  to  the  i^raduatlon  principle.  He  argaed  to 
■how  that  Ihe  principle  of  taxation  had  proved  iniuffieienl 
to  keep  down  specutaliont  and,  aa  to  Ihe  prennnption 
clause,  it  was  so  little  belter  ilun  the  present  system  as  to 
confer  no  valuable  boon  on  the  new  Slates. 

Mr.  SETIKRsaid:  I  am  glad  that  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  has  offered  this  amendment,  I  fchall  vote  for 
it|  Mid  I  ask  if  there  is  a  dngle  Senator  rcpretenting  one 
of  the  new  States  who  will  vote  against  \ii  Would  any 
such  Senator  vote  agsinsl  the  right  of  pre-emption*  if 
that  stood  slone  in  the  bill?  Or  if  the  principle  of  gntd- 
uition  stood  alone,  would  any  'Western  Senator  vote 
against  it?  Not  one.  Or  if  the  bill  containrd  only  the 
provision  fur  the  taxation  of  Und  as  soon  as  it  is  entered, 
is  there  one  who  would  vote  against  it'  I  am  sure  (here 
is  none.  Now,  here  are  theae  three  great  fealurra  of 
graduation,  pre<cmp(ion,  and  laxation— (he  three  chief 
objects  of  oesire  to  Weatem  men — all  united  in  this 
amendment.  We  all  know  that  one  or  the  other  of 
these  principles  must  be  in  any  land  bill  brought  forward 
here,  or  it  would  not  be  discussed  for  a  single  hour. 
There  is  not  a  Senator  from  any  one  of  the  new  States 
who  dare  vote  for  a  bill  that  did  not  contain  one  or  more 
of  them.  But  here  la  a  bill  that  contains  them  all.  As 
to  the  provinon  in  the  bill  frum  the  con.miKee  to  restrain 
the  ssles  <>f  the  public  land,  it  is  all  nonsense.  Has  not 
the  President  of  the  Vniltd  Slates  the  power  of  restrie- 
tton  in  his  own  hands?  Has  noi  the  incumbent  now  in 
office  bad  that  power  at  anytime  he  chose  to  nae  it? 
And  will  not  his  successor  have  the  same?  He  can 
withhold  the  landa  from  sale  whenever  he  pleases.  Thry 
cannot  be  brought  into  market  but  by  his  procUm«- 
tion.  But  Ihe  truth  is,  he  haa  never  offered  them  fast 
enough  for  our  prosperity  in  the  West.  We  have  had 
to  petition  him  again  and  agsin,  before  he  would 
do  It.  If  the  great  objection  is,  ihst  the  money  for 
the  new  lands  comes  too  fast  into  the  I'reasury,  the 
President  can  stop  Ihe  sales  at  pleasure.  No  proclama- 
tion, no  sale.  The  graduation  principle  has  been  atruck 
out  of  the  bill)  and,  without  that  principle,  dare  any 
Senator  from  the  new  Sta'es  (o  vote  in  hvorofit?  You 
know  they  dare  not.  But  here,  as  I  ssid,  is  a  bill  which 
Contains  the  three  principal  things  we  have  bien  endeav- 
oring to  obtain.  For  my  part,  if  I  cannot  gel  all  three, 
I  will  Uke  twoi  and  if  1  cannot  get  twr,  I  will  take  one. 
Thia  restriction  wsa  put  into  the  land  bill  to  get  it  frienda; 
but,  when  we  lost  the  graduation  principle,  I  wis  then 
against  the  bill.  Then  it  waa  proposed  to  provide  for  a 
perpetual  pre-emption.  As  long  aa  that  was  in  the  bill, 
1  went  for  it|  but  when  that  too  was  stricken  out,  I  was 


against  if.  As  Ihe  bill  stands,  the  cases  of  those  who 
have  Settled  on  landi  since  last  December  are  not  reach- 
ed. I'he  bill  gives  pre  emptinn  only  to  the  emigrants, 
between  June,  1834,  and  December,  1S36.  Is  that  the 
great  boon  that  yon  ofier  us'  But,  even  then,  the  eet- 
tler  mual  have  cultivated  the  land  for  three  montlia  next 
before  Deceaabcrt  that  is,  during  the  months  of  Septem- 
ber, October,  and  NovembCT.  Can  any  man  get  a  pre- 
emption right  i>n  such  terms?  Ketone.  He  is  required 
to  cultivate,  and  every  one  knows  there  can  be  no  eulii' 
valion.  He  must  cultivate  juat  at  the  time  when  we  are 
picking  our  crop.  Pre-emption  right,  therefore,  as  the 
bill  now  atandii,  I  reckon  as  nothingt  fur,  in  practice,  it 
will  come  lo  that.  The  restriction  upon  oatns,  too,  was 
a  bitter  pill  to  mei  but  I  did  not  mind  that  ao  much.  But 
the  setller  must  reside  upcm  his  land  two  years,  or  he 
mual  clear  up  one  tenth  part  of  ii,  before  lie  can  get  a 
title.  Now,  take  out  the  preemption  principle,  and  put 
in  this  provision,  and  how  many  will  vote  for  your  bill^ 
Is  there  a  man  here  who  will  vote  fur  this  atone?  There 
is  not  one.  But  here  is  a  bill  which  atrikes  out  all  these, 
and  givesus  just  what  we  want.  Shall  we, hesitate  to  give 
it  our  support?  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  the  matter.  I 
riisll  vote  for  it.  As  to  the  committee^  lull,  it  baa  got 
to  be  a  little  worse  since  I  determined  to  vote  ^inst  it. 
There  is  a  clatise  in  it  now  that  I  myself,  out  t>f  old 
friendship  for  the  Senator  frfHn  Pennsymnia,  helped  him 
lo  get  inaerted — al'owing  a  man  (o  purchase  for  bia  chil- 
dren at  private  sale;  but  when  1  voted  (or  that  clause,  I 
thought  that  the  whole  amount  any  man  could  enter  un- 
der  it  was  one  section.  Bat  last  night  it  wss  extended 
to  all  the  publx  lands,  and  a  citizen  of  the  old  State* 
waa  allowed  to  enter  a  aeetion  for  each  of  his  childrent 
and  one  gentleman  wanted  loexleod  it  to  all  his  nephews, 
and  neices,  and  grandchildrm (  hut  (hat  would  not  go 
down.  But  the  section,  as  it  stands,  is  bad  enough)  it 
gives  a  non-resident  thrceltild  the  advanlige  which  is  en- 
joyed by  the  actual  seitler.  He  may  enter  more  land; 
he  is  exempt  from  the  neccsnty  of  cultivation  or  rcai- 
dencr,  and  be  has  a  patent  mode  of  freeing  himself  from 
all  bis  dtbts.  He  has  only  to  inveat  the  money  that 
ought  lo  go  to  his  creditors  in  the  publ  c  land,  and  he 
has  an  estate  few  bia  children,  and  beyond  Ihe  reach 
of  any  one. 

But  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  W^tsxajwantf 
us  to  believe  that  a  power  to  tax  the  land  would  operate 
as  no  check  upon  speculation.  In  Arkansas,  we  have 
not  taxed  our  entered  lands  yel,  but  the  lista  are  farn'ish- 
ed  and  the  liW  will  speedily  go  into  effect.  The  tax 
imposed  by  our  Legislature  is  one  third  of  one  per  cent, 
upon  the  value  ol  the  land.  Assessors  sre  appointedt 
they  go  and  examine  the  land  of  Ihe  squatters,  and  ascer- 
tain H  hat  it  is  worth,  and  then  Ihe  law  taxes  it  one  third 
uf  one  per  cent.  Now,  a  speculator  will  sometimes  hold 
Isnd  enough  to  cover  a  whole  countyt  and  »hcn  thia 
tax  ia  laid  upon  the  land  (hat  he  is  liolding  up  for  better 
pricer,  he  cannot  stand  it,  but  is  compelled  to  sell  the 
land  to  pay  the  taxes.  Ami  I  say  that  thia  will  always 
operate  aa  an  effectual  afCurily  againat  the  excess  of 
specululion.  On  Ihe  whitle,  I  i>hall  vole  for  this  amend- 
ment with  plr-asure.  It  lakes  away  the  bitter  dose  that 
made  the  bill  from  Ihe  eommitiee  so  nanaeous;  and,  if 
any  danger  is  apprehended  from  excessive  sales,  ami  a 
consequent  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  Ihe  President  has 
power  to  stop  the  sale*.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  how 
specuUlors  are  going  to  get  hold  of  the  laml  under  this 
amendment.  There  ia  but  one  way  for  themitnd  ihatl^ 
to  turn  squatters  themselves.  I  shall  vote  (or  the  whole 
amendment  as  it  standsi  and,  if  it  is  amended  by  atnk'.ng 
out  any  part  uf  il,  I  ahall  still  vote  for  it,  as  long  aa  it  re- 
tains either  one  of  the  three  great  fe«lurcs  which  recom> 
mend  it  to  me.  But  I  cunclude  with  repeating  what  1 
have  already  aaid,  that  any  lai  d  bill  must  have  in  it 
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one  or  oibcr  of  tbcae  featurr^  or  it  don  not  get  wg 
vole. 

Mr.  BLACK  expreued  hii  ■pprobalkHi  irf  nnny  ptrti 
of  the  mmendment,  but  thonght^u  there  wt*  no  prospect 
of  the  moit  material  parta  or  them  being  adopted,  that 
their  dtactmion  would  delay  the  bill.  The  attempt  to 
introdMce  the  graduating  prindple  had  been  made  teverai 
tima^  aad  biled,  and  it  wh  imcIcm,  he  thooglitt  to  iry  it 
■fcain.  Aa  he  preferred  going  on  with  the  bill,  faulty  ai 
k  was,  he  muit  vote  agaiiut  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BBNTON  thought  that  one  of  the  main  nbjeclsor 
the  bill  had  been  almost  taken  away  by  the  principle  intro- 
duced by  the  amendment  of  tbeSenalorfrom  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  in  hvor  of  all  the  objects  embraced  by  the  amend- 
Ment  of  the  Senator  from  Tennesaec,  but  he  despaired  of 
seeing  them  adopted,  the  voles  on  the  graduation  prin> 
ciple  having  bern  so  often  taken  and  decided  amnat 
them  that  be  bad  no  hnpea  of  feeing  it  inlroduccd 
for  at  least  two  or  three  years  to  come.  Mr.  B.  took  a 
review  of  ihe  apeeulsilons  in  the  public  lands  severs! 
yean  agn,  which  had  resulted  in  so  much  rulii  and  dis- 
tress, and  likened  the  present  rage  for  ipeculstion  to 
that  in  Ihe  above  period.  He  did  not,  however,  de- 
spair of  seeing  the  graduation  principle  in  time  intro- 
duced, though  it  could  not  be  done  now— the  darkest 
hour  in  the  night  being  that  just  before  the  Doming. 
Tboogh  be  approved  of  the  objrcia  embraced  in  the 
aoKiidment  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  he  must  be 
eoBpelled  to  vote  af^lnst  it,  as  he  wibhed  the  bill  to 
go  on. 

Mr.  WHITB  said  he  wss  gratified  to  find  that  the 
principles  of  his  amendment  were  approved  of  by  several 
gentlemen,  and  ha  was  the  more  gratified  that  no  one 
bad  been  able  to  offer  any  argument  against  it. 

Ur.  BENTON  then  observed  that  aa  be  cons:dered  it 
of  importance  that  the  Senate  should  act  with  a  full  un- 
derstanding of  the  amendment  just  ofiVred,  so  much  of 
which  he  approved  of,  he  would  do  what  be  had  nut  be- 
fore been  willing  to  consent  to  since  the  land  bill  was  un- 
der discussion;  that  is,  he  would  move  that  the  bill  be 
laid  over  for  the  present,  in  order  that  the  amendment 
might  be  printed,  and  laid  on  their  tables  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  KWIN6,  of  Illinois,  rose  and  addressed  the  Cbs'r 
•s  fnlloant 

Mr.  Prevdent;  I  hoped  that  no  circumstance  would 
have  arisen,  pendinK  the  discussion  of  ihii  most  pertint- 
eiously  contested  subjt- ct,  which  would  make  it  necesiary 
for  me  to  solicit  ttie  attention  of  the  Senate  for  a  aingle 
moment[  lhat  hope,  however,  lias  proved  a  vain  one. 
Honorsble  Senators  (especially  the  gentleman  on  my  left, 
frtun  Ohio)  seem  to  have  taken  the  interest  of  a  portion 
of  my  constituents  into  their  especial  care  snd  kerping. 
Whenever  gentlemen  are  at  a  lots  for  a  case  of  fraud  and 
peijory  whereby  to  elucidate  their  objections  to  the  bill 
on  jrour  table,  they  conjure  up  a  creation  of  Ihe  imagi- 
nation, and  i^ive  it  a  local  habitation  in  the  northern  part 
of  Illinois;  but  more  particularly  do  we  have  reiterated 
recurrence  to  the  f^r-famed,  much-talked-or,  and  little- 
understood,  Btaubien  claim.  Sir,  if  we  were  to  take 
for  granted  all  we  have  heard  about  this  (xlebmted  cliim, 
we  would  be  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  whole 
matter,  from  its  very  inception  to  the  present  moment, 
has  been  involved  in  mystery,  fraud,  and  perjuryi  that 
the  clatmantD,  officers,  and  all  in  any  wise  concerned, 
hive  acted  dishonest  parts  in  relation  to  it.  Now,  air, 
what  does  the  honorable  Senslor  [Mr.  ftlosais]  know 
sbout  the  iiifaject.^  Nothing,  sir,  literally  nothing.  CuL 
Beaobien  has  occupied  the  place  he  claims  ibe  last  twen- 
Xf  consecutive  yearsi  lie  occupied  it  at  the  time  when 
the  Senator  would  not  have  ventured  within  a  hundred 
niBea  <^  it;  he  occupied  it  in  times  of  great  peiil,  in  limes 
of  adversity,  and  in  limes  of  prosperity;  he  occupied  it 
wben  it  was  totally  without  value,  when  not  a  Senator 


would  have  given  a  cent  an  acre  for  Ut  and  he  now  baa 
posseasioa  of  it,  wben  it  is  worth  a  million  of  nwney* 
How  was  this  tract  of  land  entered?  Why,  nr,  asl  have 
reason  to  believe,  in  the  manner  that  all  pre-emption 
claims  ^ould  be.  Scaubien's  papers  were  regularly 
and  legally  made  out,  snd  proven,  according  to  the  pre- 
scribed forms,  in  the  presence  <^  the  community;  pre- 
sented to  the  officers,  accepted,  the  money  received, 
and  the  certi6cate  issued,  llie  tract  was  advertised 
snd  proclaimed  for  sate  as  other  lands  were,  at  the  same 
time  and  place;  wu  not  marked  (as  I  am  informed)  on 
the  plats  ftirnished  by  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  of> 
ficers  at  Chicago,  ss  the  other  reserved  lands  were* 
Open  and  proclaimed  for  sale,  what  course  was  left  for 
the  officers  to  pnmue  but  lhat  which  they  did,  fearless 
of  the  clamors  and  shouts  of  collusion  and  fraud,  which 
were  raised  by  the  avaricious  and  interested  sbout  their 
.  carsF  Oflhe  officers  I  sm  prepared  to  say— and  what  I 
I  do  ssy  I  hope  will  put  aruend  to  all  reference  to  them 
'  hereafter— I  repeat,  that  1  am  prepared  to  assume  the 
rettponsibility  of  saying,  in  relation  to  the  register  snd 
receiver  at  Chicago,  that  sny  imputation  againat  their 
official  Inteitrity  would  be  foul  injustice;  and  that  such 
WIS  the  malignity  of  their  enemies — I  mean  those  seek- 
ing  their  phces — that  had  they  conceived  it  possible  to 
give  tangibility  and  substance  to  the  msny  rumors  of 
which  themselves  were  the  authors,  they  would  Imve  at 
least  made  the  attemptt  but,  having  faiM  even  to  make 
that  attempt,  1  hold  the  officer*  not  gtiilty  until  it  is  other- 
wise shown.  It  is  not  my  purpose,  Mr.  President,  to 
argue  this  case.  It  has  been,  and  is  now,  before  the 
judicial  tribunals  of  the  country.  Its  discussion  here 
miglit  in  some  respect  affect  the  ultimate  decision  of  the 
case,  and  prfjudice  tlie  just  riglits  of  the  weaker  party; 
for  all  know,  lhat  Ina  contrst  between  aninditidoMl  anil 
Ihe  United  States,  his  must  be  a  plain  esse,  and  be  of 
much  forbearance  and  long  suffering,  belore  he  can  ex- 
pect to  have  common  justice  done  him,  especially  if  it  be 
an  arithmetical  calrulalion  of  dollars  and  cents.  S'nce, 
hiiwever,  1  have  taken  the  fiour,  I  hope  I  may  be  excu- 
sed for  occupying  the  attention  of  the  SenRte  for  a  few 
minutes  lot^r,  wbieb  iliall  be  tfevoted  lo  the  subject 
now  under  conrideration,  esprelally  when  it  is  recolwot- 
ed  that  any  question  touching  (he  sale  of  the  public  lands 
is  deeply  interesting  to  the  Western  people,  and  (hat  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  Slate  of  lllinHis  at  this  time 
render  tbe  subject  particularly  imporlant  to  my  conMit- 
uenla. 

The  recent  i>:flux  of  population  into  the  Stale  has  been 
great  beyond  all  prece<lenl.  During  the  period  of  my 
own  residence  in  lllinoii^  1  have  seen  the  number  of 
people  bwell  ftom  40,000  lo  nearly  400,000|  and  those 
immense  prairies,  which  at  one  period  were  supposed  to 
be  doomed  to  lie  for  ages  aq  unproductive  wilderness,  are 
now  beginning  lo  be  covered  with  an  industrious,  hon- 
est, and  enterprising  race  of  farmers.  The  last  three 
years,  especially,  have  been  distinguished  by  the  unex- 
ampled rapidity  with  which  this  intereiting  process  hi-.a 
been  carried  forward,  and  is  still  in  progreu.  The  tide 
continues  lo  sweep  on  with  undiminished  force;  and  it 
will  swell  and  roll  on,  until  the  plains  of  lhat  ftrtde  re- 
gion shall  he  peopled  with  American  citiaens. 

The  largeit  portion  of  tliis  active  emigration  sre  far- 
mert — persons  seeking  homes  snd  a  soil  from  which  to 
earn  a  livelihood,  and,  of  course,  purchdsers  of  public 
lands.  I'heir  relations  to  the  Guvemment,  ihercfure, 
in  reference  to  the  public  lands^  are  of  tbe  must  intimate 
character.  It  is  impossible  to  legiilate  on  ibe  subject 
without  affecting  their  tnieresi;  and  Ct  ngress  cannot 
touch  the  questron,  in  the  most  unimporlsnt  particular, 
without  awakening  Ihe  liveliest  attention  on  the  part  of 
those  whom  I  have  the  honor  in  part  lo  represent. 

Sir,  there  never  has  been  a  semjon  of  the  LegisUture 
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oT  Illinois,  lince  iti  orfpanizition  as  a  8Wr»  in  which  the 
■ubject  of  the  public  landi  bu  not  been  agitated,  or  in 
which  reaolutionaand  memorials  hare  not  been  addrettn] 
to  thia  body,  indicating  the  opiniona  of  that  people  with 
regard  to  tbii  important  topic.  1  mention  this  circum- 
■ttnce*  bceaws  it  in  itaelf*  entitled  to  eontraliiag  in> 
fluenee  with 

Looking  back,  air,  at  (he  various  landmarks  which  in- 
dicate the  current  of  public  sentiment  in  reference  to 
this  question,  I  find  that  Illinois  has  uniformly  advocated 
reduction  and  the  graduation  of  the  price  oi  the  public 
landa,  and  (he  extension  of  the  right  of  pre-empiton  to 
the  actual  settler.  It  has  been  long  a  subject  of  com- 
plaint that,  whilst  there  ia  an  endleaa  variety  of  aotl  and 
ritiiation,  and  correaponding  diversity  oF  value  in  the 
lands  composing  the  public  domain,  tbe  whole  Is  offered 
for  aale  at  the  aame  price— a  price  equal  for  all  location!), 
and  invanable  at  ril  times.  The  Government  demandu 
its  one  dollar  and  (weniy>five  cents  per  acre  fur  tvery 
tract  in  ila  posaession — as  well  for  the  most  unhealthy 
awamp,  tbe  steril,  desart  prairie,  without  timber  or 
water,  as  the  moat  el^ible  and  beautiful  localiona  and  the 
most  productive  soil.  With  regard  to  everyolherape- 
eies  of  property  which  is  transferred  by  sate  from  one 
individual  to  another,  the  \'alue,  for  the  most  part,  is  reg^ 
ulated  by  natural  causes — by  the  demand,  the  quality, 
and  a  variety  of  other  circutnstancea.  But  in  ihia  single 
caae  the  Government  fixes  an  arbitrary  price,  which  is 
the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  to-morrow;  the  same 
under  every  diversity  of  place  and  every  fluctuation  in 
the  price  uf  the  arUcle  sold,  or  of  the  medium  with 
which  it  ia  purehaaed. 

It  is  true  that  the  unifurmity  of  surface  in  the  new 
States  n  great  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  and  that  the 
proportion  of  first-rale  hind  is  corresponding; ly  great. 
Tbe  inconvenience  of  the  present  system  has,  ttiererore, 
not  been  so  pressing  as  it  would  have  been  in  a  country 
less  favorably  situated;  and  the  people  have  submitted  to 
Ihia  grievance  longer  than  otherwise  might  have  been 
the  ease.  But  fortile  as  a  great  portion  or  the  Western 
lands  undoubtedly  are,  there  are  extensive  bodies  of 
land  which  are  ot  little  or  no  present  value.  Immense 
prairies  destitute  of  timber,  covered  with  lakes*  and 
ponds  of  water}  river  bottoms  subject  to  inundationt  and 
thousands  of  tracis  of  inferior  land,  which  cannot  be 
^Mwdily  brought  into  proper  cultivation. 

Much  oftliis  land  is  sosoeptible  oF  improvement,  and 
might  be  sold  at  a  fur  price,  and  settled  by  an  industri* 
ous  populationt  but  it  beeoniea  worthless  and  wholly 
unsaleable,  in  companion  with  (he  choice  landa  in  the 
same  region}  for  when  both  are  ofl%red  at  tbe  same 
price,  it  is  obvious  that  the  best  only  will  he  taken.  No 
man  will  have  the  remainder  at  Uie  price  at  which  it  is 
held,  and  it  consequently  rea|inB  unsold  in  the  handa  of 
the  Government. 

Of  the  cnrrectneai  of  these  position^  abundant  proof 
is  found,  not  only  in  the  peraoiMl  knowledge  and  expe* 
rience  of  every  Western  man,  but  in  documentary  evi- 
dence before  you.  The  reports  of  the  several  registers 
and  receivers,  made  to  the  Commissiuner  of  tbe  General 
Land  Office,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  25th  of  April,  1828,  prove,  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  cavil,  that  the  price  fixed  upon  the  public  do- 
main by  (he  Guverument  is  arbitrary,  and  beyond  i(s  in- 
trinsic value.  It  it  certainly  no  evidence  of  the  value  of 
a  thing,  that  because  an  individual  hulda  a  monopoly  in 
the  article,  he  is  able  to  sell  it,  even  on  speculation,  at  a 
fixed  price. 

Suppose,  for  instance,  air,  I  poasess  a  legalized  mo- 
nopoly in  the  bread  siuITi  of  the  country,  held  by  the 
aame  gturaalee  that  the  ti'ivemment  holds  its  monopoly 
in  tbe  publie  domi^n:  do-s  any  one  doubt  that  I  shall  be 
able  to  command  my  price,  though  it  be  an  exorbitant 


onci  or  la  there  any  more  room  for  entertaining  a  doubt 
that  in  times  of  groat  prosperity  speculation  would  be 
made  or  attemp(ed,  on  the  purchase  and  sale  of  this  in- 
diapensabte  neceasary  of  life } 

The  cooaequencca  growing  out  of  a  refusal  on  the 

Krt  of  Coogrem  to  reduce  and  gfadua(«  tbe  price  of  ite 
ids  are  oovtous.  When  a  district  of  land  ia  offered 
for  sale,  it  ia  rapidly  overrun  by  peraona  in  aeareh  of  tbe 
best  tracts,  which  are  bought  up  with  avidityi  but  when 
the  choice  aitiutions  have  been  culled,  (he  tide  of  emi- 
gration peases  on  to  a  new  region,  and  the  Government 
is  called  upon  to  extend  its  aurveyi^  to  create  new  dia* 
tricts,  to  establi^  additional  land  office^  and  to  Uirov 
Into  market  thouaanda  of  tracts,  out  irf  which  a  few  onlT 
will  be  sold.  Our  territory  ia  daily  and  hourly  expand- 
ing,  without  a  eoirespondtng  increase  of  popu1iit:on;  and 
milliona  of  acres  are  thus  left  unacltled  in  the  very  heart 
of  tbe  new  States,  which  would,  by  a  reduction  of  price, 
be  advantageously  settled,  snd  rendered  productive  to 
Government,  while  thousands  of  our  enterprising  citi- 
zens are  foDowii^  up  Uie  newly  acquired  territory,  and 
roaming  off  to  tlie  frontieni,  in  search  of  better  leads  and 
cheaper  and  unmolested  situations. 

And  here,  sir,  I  will  explain  what  might  otherwise 
seem  an  inconsistency.  1  have  said  of  my  own  State, 
that  it  is  acquiring  population  with  unexampled  rapidity; 
and  I  am  proud  to  add,  that  it  is  rapidly  advancing  from 
its  frontier  obscuriiy  to  a  high  rank  among  the  Stalea  of 
the  Union,  not  merely  by  hrr  numbers,  but  hy  the  en- 
terprise, the  intelligence,  and  even  tbe  wealth,  which  is 
now  pouring  in  a  rich  and  eontiniioiu  a'ream  into  ber 
borders.  In  that  country,  which  fifteen  years  ago  was  a 
wildcmeas  blooming  in  the  wild  beauty  of  nature,  tbe 
labors  of  agriculture  are  yielding  abundant  harveats,  an 
active  commerce  haa  been  (■ptned,  institutions  have  been 
founded,  and  extensive  projects  of  internitl  tmprovemenia 
have  been  authorized,  under  the  most  favorable  auapices- 
The  documents  from  the  Land  Office  accompanying  the 
Preudent'a  meaaage,  as  well  as  information  obtained 
from  other  aoaroe^  show  also  immrnse  recent  sales  of 
public  lands.  And  it  may  be  askeil  why  people  thus 
prosperous  should  ask  for  relief^  Why  a  change  should 
be  required  in  a  system  under  which  such  cheerful  re- 
sults have  been  produced?  I  reply,  that  the  g^wth  of 
lllinoia  has  been,  in  a  great  measure,  confined  to  psrticu- 
lar  districlai  tbe  numerous  entries  of  public  lanoa  have 
been  ohiefiy  confined  to  districts  recently  brought  into 
market)  while  the  ol<lest  cnuntiea  in  tbe  State  are  passed 
over  by  the  emigrant,  receiving  littlfe  increase  of  popo* 
lation,  and  deriving  little  advant^  from  the  wealth 
brought  by  em'gration. 

By  these  means  our  setilrments  become  detached;  and 
while  in  a  region  where  targe  bodieaof  first-rate  Isnd  lie 
contiguous,  a  denae  population  and  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation exists,  there  are  immense  tracts  of  inferior  landa 
lying  unimproved.  These  Unds  do  not  tempt  the  settler, 
when  ofTered  at  the  same  price  with  thoae  which  are 
betttrt  but  the  most  uf  these  neglected  landa  have  a 
value,  which  can  only  be  aueruinfd  by  a  reduction  of 
price.  In  some  of  ih^  oldest  counties,  comparaiively 
few  tracts  have  been  entered  fur  many  years;  tbe  beat 
having  been  already  purchased,  and  the  residue  remain- 
ing unsold.  Should  the  price  of  land  be  reduced,  hun- 
dreds of  indigent  citizena  might  be  enabled  to  purchase 
homeai  many  of  our  moat  worthy  but  poor  fellow* 
citisena  occupy  these  landa  of  inferior  quality,  with  the 
hope  of  avoiding  the  devouring  cupidity  of  tbe  heartless 
speculator.  Having  made  their  homes  there,  they 
would  purchaae  these  tracts  if  the  price  was  ressonably 
reduced,  and,  by  their  labor,  give  them  a  value  which 
baa  been  denied  them  by  nature.  The  large  tracta  of 
unimproved  land  lying  between  our  proaperoua  aettle- 
menis,  and  aeparaling  idem  from  each  olber,  impose 
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Krious  obstvlo  to  »  tyatera  of  internal  improTemrat 
vhich  fllinois  is  about  underlikin^.  We,  sir,  of  the 
Wert,  knov  that  it  ia  difficult  to  make  roada  of  consid- 
erable length,  when  a  part  of  the  line  af  communication 
leada  through  an  ezteniive  diatrict  of  unsettled  lands, 
which,  cootribulinfT  nothing  in  taxation  towards  the  first 
expense,  and  nothing  in  labor  to  keep  them  tn  repair, 
leaves  the  whole  baraen  lo  be  borne  by  the  proaperous 
but  acatlered  tettlementi  which  lie  tt  distant  pointa  on 
the  route.  I'his  objection  ia  applicable  to  any  work  of 
■nterml  improrement  which  ve  may  undertake  in  Illi- 
nois} nor  ahalt  we  be  able  to  exert  the  actual  energy  we 
possess,  until  our  population  ahati  acquire  rigor  by  its 
cnnpaetness  and  continuity  of  aettlement. 

The  only  practical  remedy  for  this  evil  which  occurs 
to  my  mind  b  the  principle  of  reduction  and  gradua- 
tion,  which  hu  been  to  often  and  so  My  urged 
upon  the  eonnderation  of  this  body.  K,  after  the  lands 
within  *  certain  district  have  been  olTered  for  sale 
for  a  named  perinfl,  (as  has  been  ao  repeatedly  pre- 
aented  in  tbe  ahape  of  amendments  to  this  bill,  and  aa 
often  defeated,)  and  the  chc^ee  tracts  have  been  sold, 
the  price  should  be  reduced  as  has  been  proposed,  tbe 
tide  of  emigration  would  roll  back,  and  other  selections 
woaH  be  made,  embracing  as  large  sales  as  bad  prcvi- 
oualj  been  made.   After  another  term  of  years  had  ex- 
ptred,  m  further  reduction  in  the  price  would  take  place, 
and  the  attftition  of  Ihe  crowd  uf  purchasers,  who  would 
be  pressing  towards  the  frontier,  would  be  called  biack 
to  the  lands  which  they  had  but  recently  paased  orer. 
At  every  reduction,  tbe  intrinsic  value  of  tbe  land  would 
be  developed,  and  new  sales  consequently  effected.  The 
United  States  would  thus  rapidly  dispose  of  ber  lands, 
instead  of  encouraging  the  eipsnnoD  of  ber  territory, 
•nd  the  diffusion  of  her  cilizensi  which  are  already 
taking'  place,  and  must  continue  to  do  so,  under  Ihe 
operation  of  a  variety  of  active  causes.    She  would  bal- 
ance, control,  and  regulate  that  tendency  which  is 
driving  our  population,  with  undue  rapidity,  beyond  the 
borders  of  our  States,  and  would  commence  a  process 
which  would  aoon  produce  a  more  compact  and  vigor- 
ous settlement  of  the  country.   The  last  period  or  re- 
duction having  arrived,  little  or  no  land  would  be  found 
m  the  market,  and  the  Senate  would  then  have  the 
proud  satiabction  of  witnessing  the  consummation  of  a 
protracted  act  of  justice  to  the  public  land  States.  It 
would  see  those  States  placed  on  an  eqoality  with  their 
elder  aisters  of  the  confederacy,  and  in  the  possession 
and  enjMrment  of  all  the  rights,  privil^es,  and  immu- 
nities, of^  the  ofigina!  Statesi  your  federal  offices  within 
their  limits  removed,  snd  tbe  anxious  care  of  the  GenerdI 
OoV<ernment  over  the  pubrHi  domain  forever  ecasr. 

It  is  to  roe  no  small  recommendation  nt  this  salutary 
measure,  that  it  has  received  the  decided  approba- 
tion of  our  venerated  and  patriotic  Chief  Magistrate. 
In  his  message  of  December,  1832,  he  remarked :  **  In 
examining  this  question,  all  local  and  sectional  feelings 
should  be  discarded,  and  tbe  whtde  United  Slates  re- 
garded aa  one  people,  interested  alike  in  the  prosperity 
of  tbeir  common  countnr.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  speedy  settlement  or  those  lands  constitetea  the  true 
intereat  of  the  republic.  Tlie  wealth  and  atrength  of  a 
country  is  its  population,  and  the  best  part  of  that  pop- 
ulation are  the  cultivators  of  the  soil."  In  his  message 
of  the  4th of  Deoember,  1833,  he  says:  *•  On  the  whole, 
1'  adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  me  in  my  annual 
message  of  1833,  that  it  is  our  true  policy  that  the  pub- 
lic hmds  riiould  eeasr,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be  a  source 
of  revenue."  And  again:  *'  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  is  the 
real  interest  of  each  and  all  tbe  States  in  the  Union, 
and  particularly  of  the  new  States,  that  the  price  of  tbeir 
lands  ahould  be  reduced  and  graduatedt  and,  after  they 
bare  been  offered  fw  a  certaio  number  of  year%  tbe 


refuse  remaining  unsold  ought  lo  be  abandoned  to  the 
Slates,  and  the  machinery  of  our  land  system  entirely 
withdrawn."  He  saya  in  his  last  annual  message,  in 
reference  lo  the  restriction  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
land  to  actual  settlers,  that  "  it  remains  for  Congress,  if 
they  approve  the  policy  which  dictated  ibis  order,  (al- 
luding to  the  Treasury  circular,)  to  follow  it  up  in  its 
various  bearings.  Much  good,  in  my  judgment,  would 
be  produced  by  prohibiting  sales  of  the  public  lands 
except  to  actual  settlers,  at  a  reasonable  reduction  of 
price,  and  to  limit  the  quantity  which  shall  be  sold  to 
them.  Although  it  is  believed  the  General  Government 
ought  not  lo  receive  any  thing  but  the  constitutional 
currency  in  exchange  for  the  public  lands,  that  point 
would  be  of  less  importance  if  the  lands  were  sold  for 
imotediate  settlement  and  cultivation.  Indeed,  there  is 
scarcely  a  mtschler  arlung  out  of  our  present  land  sys* 
tem,  including  the  accumulatiog  surplus  of  revenue, 
which  would  not  be  remedied  at  once  by  a  restriction  on 
land  sales  to  actual  setttersi  and  it  promises  other  ad- 
vsntages  to  the  country  in  general,  and  to  tbe  new 
States  in  particular,  which  cannot  fail  to  receive  tbc 
most  profound  consideration  of  Congress." 

Sir,  these  sentiments  emanated  from  a  source  entitled 
to  our  confidence — from  Ibe  Executive  of  our  country— 
from  an  enlightened  and  venerable  patriot,  whose  emi- 
nent services  and  unwavering  love  of  country,  and  purity 
of  purpose,  have  won  for  him  a  popularity  and  fame 
which  have  never  been  surpassed.  Mr.  President,  I  as- 
sume the  position  that  the  public  land  States  are  entitled  to 
more  indulgent  and  magnanimous  legislation  at  ihe  handu 
of  Congress  than  many  honorable  .Senators  seem  dis- 
posed to  extend  towards  them.  The  perils^  privationi^  and 
Bufferings,  of  those  who  preceded  us  into  tbe  wilderness 
who  have  performed  the  work  of  reclsmation  by  open- 
ing roads  and  farms,  building  houses  and  bridges,  in  the 
preparation  of  the  country  for  ^perhaps)  a  leas  meritorious 
but  more  weslthy  class  of  citizens,  and  in  the  creation  of 
tbe  necessary  facilities  of  easy  and  convenient  intercom- 
munication, constitute,  in  my  poor  opinion,  considerations 
of  great  merit,  and  should  have  a  marked  infiuence.oii 
the  action  of  Congress  ia  all  questions  touching  the  in-  , 
terest  of  the  actual  settler.  Sir,  these'  much^ibused  I 
frontier  settlers  form  a  distinctive  cissa  of  men,  little  un- 
derstood by  their  trsnsmontane  brethren.  Proud  and 
independent,  generous  and  hospitable  to  a  fault,  brave 
without  consciousness  of  danger,  they  raise  up  a  bul- 
wark between  the  denser  portions  of  our  population 
and  Ihe  incursions  of  the  savsge!  Standing  as  constant 
sentinels  on  the  outposts  of  the  country,  daily  accustom- 
ed to  scenes  of  peril  snd  privation,  they  acquire  a  char- 
acter for  daring  snd  courage  that  no  danger  can  appal, 
and  which  belong  lo  no  other  class  of  men.  Free  from 
sll  the  vices  of  populous  communities,  snd  their  conse- 
quent temptsiionr,  we  hear  of  few  or  no.  inslancea  of 
crime  amongst  them.  What  stranger,  that  ever  visited 
the  log  cabin  of  our  pioneers,  wss  not  safer  in  his  peraon 
and  property  than  in  the  sumptuous  abodes  of  Ibe  rich, 
surrounded  by  the  votaries  of  luxury  and  vice?  Where 
ia  Ihe  instance  thai  he  did  not  receive  a  hearlfeli  wel- 
come to  all  the  hospitaliiiea  of  hia  humble  bcartli,  and 
when  he  departed  went  forth  with  the  bleuings  of  its  in* 
mates^  Sir,-the  person  and  property  of  the  stranger, 
I  repeat,  are  more  aaered  m  the  It^  cabin  of  the  border- 
man,  than  in  the  marble  mansion  of  the  rich  and  mighty. 
The  public  Isnd  States  occupy  a  position  of  great  danger 
and  exposure.  An  exafperated  and  barbamns  enemy 
prowl  upon  our  frontier,  extending  over  a  distance  that 
would  cover  more  than  half  the  kingdoms  of  Europe— 
from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  is  now 
the  settled  policy  of  Government  to  establish  all  tbe  in- 
terior Indtaos  on  this  line  of  frontier.  Are  we  sure  of  ex- 
emption for  a  month  at  a  time        alaroas  of  IwUan 
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depredations,  on  this  tlmoM  inlerminable  frontier.^  No, 
sir.  The  war  cry  of  the  fierce  Sac  on  our  North  vcBtern 
frontier  had  acareelj^  been  huahed  Into  silence  by  the 
courage  of  my  conftiluenti,  tnd  the  Kallant  miners  un* 
tier  their  brave  Irkden,  when  the  uvage  yell  of  the 
marauding  Seninolci  proclaimed  war  on  the  frontiers  of 
Florida. 

Can  we  reasonably  expect  this  state  of  things  to  change 
for  the  better.^  Or  should  we  not  rather  apprehend  in- 
creased  dangers  from  the  extension  of  our  frontier  and 
the  continual  accumulation  of  the  Indians  on  our  borders? 
ftistrup,  we  of  Illinois  have  no  longer  an  Indian  fron* 
tieri  but  long,  very  lonff,  will  be  the  time  before  we 
can  forget  our  sympathKt  for  oar  brethren  of  thoM 
States  who  are  exposed.  Who,  sir,  have,  and  will  ever 
have,  to  fijtht  our  frontier  battlef,  but  the  citizens  of 
those  States  and  Territories  occupying  that  frontier^ 
Who  are  more  willing  to  interpose  the  strong  arm  of 
their  protection  than  llicy  f  None,  sirs  ihey  have  always 
fougSt  our  Indian  battles,  and  will  have  to  continue  to 
do  so.  And  who,  sir,  when  a  civilized  Power^  forgetful 
of  ita  propriety,  makfi  war  upon  us,  are  the  firat  to  rally 
under  their  country's  atandard?  Let  the  victorioua  fields 
uf  the  Tliames  and  Mew  Orleans  answer. 

Besides,  sir,  the  general  inability  of  tbe  frontier  lettler 
to  pay  a  greater  than  the  Government  minimum  price 
fur  iifc  lands,  taken  in  connexion  with  their  important 
services  in  the  primitive  settlennent  of  tbe  country,  con- 
atitiite  strong  claims  upon  the  more  generous  legiaUtion 
of  this  body. 

We  have  heard  iterated  and  reiterated  eomplainls  of 
combinations  amongst  the  actual  aettlerst  we  have  been 
favored  with  the  reading  of  their  articles  of  association 
at  the  Secretary's  desk;  gentlemen  declare  that  Iheae 
combinations  and  associations  are  formed  for  the  avowed 
object  of  setting  atdefianceyourlawsand  Treaaury  regu* 
bttions  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  If  this 
be  so,  aUow  me  to  inquire*  la  it  wise  ugiahtion  to  refuae 
to  paia  a  law,  the  enactment  of  which  would  prerent  the 
violation  of  ezialing  laws,  and  avoid  the  recurrence  of 
those  deprecated  eonstquenees>  It  it  conformable  to 
your  views  of  common  wnse  and  common  justice  to  re- 
fuse the  re-enactment  of  a  law  (the  pre-emption  principle 
uf  this  bill,  for  instance)  because  that  law  has  been  in 
some  instances  set  at  defiance  and  its  provisions  evaded 
by  the  wicked  and  vicious?  To  refuse  your  assent  to 
the  pruvisioni  of  a  bill  that  would  make  glad  the  hearts 
of  ten  thousand  meritorioua  and  good  men,  because 
some  half  dozen  unprincipled  individuals  had  made  for- 
tunes by  the  evasion  of  these  principle^  and  the  com- 
mission of  perjury^  Sir,  I  flatter  myselF,  not,  L  trust, 
with  the  vain  hope,  that  this  honorable  body  will  be  gov- 
erned by  more  elevated  views  i»  its  legislation  on  a  sub- 
ject io  vitally  interesting  to  so  large  a  portion  of  these 
Slates.  Past  this  bill,  lod  these  much<abu>ed  associations 
will  dissolve  into  their  original  deroentat  they  vfill  no 
longer  exist.  G)ve,tlte  actual  settler  but  the  poor  privi- 
lege of  pre-emption  to  a  quarter  section  of  your  bound- 
less domain,  embracing  his  domicil,  and,  as  far  as  it  will 
go,  his  improvements;  then  you  will  no  longer  bear  of 
these  unlawful  atsoeiaticms,  as  gentlemen  arc  pleased  to 
call  them.  Do  but  this  (Iwn  the  actual  Ktllera  will 
cease  to  demand  aiz  hundred  and  forty  aerea  or  more. 

In  the  absence  ofaome  law  aecurinif  to  the  actual  aet- 
tler  his  improvements,  which  he  acquired  under  circum- 
stances of  great  privation  and  haroKbip,  theae  associa- 
tions will  continue  to  exist  until  every  acre  of  the  tvto 
hundred  millions  that  you  niw  vauntingly  boast  the  poa- 
seaslun  uf  will  have  been  sold,  and  until  the  Isat  acre  of 
another  two  hundred  millions  is  boufcht  and  aoldi  nay, 
wr,  until  the  last  traction  on  the  Pacific  is  disposed  of. 
They  hare  existed' ever  since  the  national  domain  has 
been  national  propcrtyi  and  nich  ii  their  moral  power. 


that  no  force  dare  attempt  to  suppress  them  by  violence. 
But  enact  now  and  continue  in  force  a  liberal  and  juat 
system  of  law  in  relation  to  the  public  dumain  and  righta 
of  the  actual  settler,  and  Ihese  conventions  of  tbe  Sf  luera 
will  ceaae  to  exist,  and  in  a  few  yeara  be  among  the  for- 
gotten thing*. 

Who  are  theae  actual  settlers,  whom  I  boast  of  aa 
being  my  constituents?  They  are  men  respectable  in  all 
the  relations  of  life.  As  farmers,  as  mechanics,  ph)ai- 
cians,  teachers,  ministers  of  the  gospel,  Slc-,  men  en> 
gaged  in  the  honest  purauits  of  sgriculture,  building  up 
towns  and  vilUgev,  esublishing  schools  and  cliurchea, 
creating  all  tbe  various  of  machinery  of  Intelligent  and  re- 
apectabie  society,  men  having  reganl  for  the  maintenance 
<H  good  order  in  society,  of  elevated  morality— yes,  ele- 
vated morality;  that  is  the  word — and  anxious  for  the 
promotion  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  culture  of  those 
around  (hem,  and  those  that  are  to  come  aller  them. 
These,  sir,  in  brief,  are  the  men  that  constitute  my  actual- 
settler  conblituency;  and  moreover,  sir,  they  are  men  that 
know  their  rights,  and,  knowing  them,  are  determined  to 
maintain  themf  and  it  is  tlieae,  took  that  compose  tbeae  as- 
sociations, of  which  some  Senates  seem  to  entertain  auch 
a  holy  horror,  and  about  which  you  have  so  much  embel- 
lished declamation  from  every  quarter  of  this  chamber. 

Ur.  President,  it  haa  been  charged  that  those  of  my 
constituents  who  attended  the  late  sale  at  Chicago  en- 
tered into  private  and  unlawful  comblnatiow,  for  the  de- 
clared purpose  of  putting  down  competition  at  the  sales. 
Sir,  tbe  imputation  is  unfounded.  They  did,  it  is  con* 
fessed,  unite  with  one  another  for  muliul  protection  and 
the  security  of  their  property  against  the  rapacity  of  the 
land  robbers,  who  infested  every  avenue  to  the  office, 
like  the  frogs  of  Egypt.  Tims  far  they  went,  and  no 
farther,  and  this  I  have  always  considered  a  most  praise- 
worthy act]  I  stand  here  their  vindicator  for  it. 

It  ia  equally  incorrect  that,  after  having  secured  their 
pre-emption  olaina  at  these  sales,  the  same  purchaacra 
rose  up  like  htmlea  of  Tartars,  and  pitchea  their  en- 
campments upon  the  beautiful  plains  of  Rock  river.  Not 
so,  air)  I  am  happy  to  have  it  In  my  power  to  state  that 
this  incomparably  fertile  and  healthful  region  ia  now 
covered  by  a  fresh  set  of  emigrants,  compMed  of  some 
of  the  mint  useful  and  intelligent  constituents  of  Senators 
from  all  the  Northern  and  Middle  Statest  and  I  mention 
it  as  one  of  tbe  many  inaiaocea  of  the  unparalleled 
rapidity  with  which  the  Weat,  and  especially  Illinois,  la 
settlingand  improving.  Scarcely  had  thefoiMatep  ofthe 
hostile  Sac  been  obliterated,  or  the  smoke  of  the  last 
watch  fire  disappeared  from  vie»  in  tbe  distant  horizon, 
wlien  tbe  Northern  hive  poured  down  ita  best  population 
upon  u>.  It  is  these,  and  not  those  who  purchased  their 
lands  at  the  Chicago  SHlea,  that  now  inhabit  the  Rock 
river  country.  Uut  they  are  tbe  aame  in  all  that  consti- 
tutes tbe  diaraoter  of  good  citizena  and  useful  members 
of  society.  The  one,  however,  is  secure  in  the  legal  oc- 
cupancy of  his  rightful  possessions,  whilm  the  other  ia 
anxiously  awaiting  tbe  action  of  ibis  Legislature  for  the 
extension  of  ita  long-establiahed  munificeitt  policy  to 
them,  for  the  security  of  their  dearest  interests. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  provisions  in  tbe  bill  now  un- 
der consideration  which  I  think  restrictive  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  which  I  feel  certain  will  not  be  acceptable  to 
the  aettlert  on  tbe  public  lands;  but  I  am  equally  certaii^ 
from  repeated  elforta  made  pendiiijf  this  protracted  dta- 
cussion,  that  the  objectionable  portions  of  the  bill  cannot 
be  stricken  out,  wit  bout  endangering  its  passage.  It  here- 
fore  feel  disposed  to  yield  my  objections  to  the  vicious 
parti,  in  order  that  ibe  good  may  be  retained.  Let  it  go  be- 
fore the  people.  Let  it  undergo  the  ordeal  of  iheiracrtiti- 
nyt  and  if  tbey  reject  it,  then  will  it  be  the  duty  of  Con- 
greas  to  repeal  the  obnoxioua  proviaionat  and  give  ua  a 
more  equitable  and  liberal  system  of  law  on  this  subjecL 
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Hr.  President,  I  kfr*in  Kput  that  the  Irgialfttton  of 
ConereBa  is  not  of  ih^t  fair  ind  equitable  character  tO' 
virat  the  public  land  Stales  that  their  wanta  and  itiler> 
cftta  demand.  At)  the  old  Slatea  in  the  Union,  on  their 
introduction  into  the  great  rc<1enl  family,  were  invctted 
vith  the  attributes  of  sovereif^n  power  over  all  their  in- 
ternal affairs:  they  srere  imbued  with  authority  to  levy 
and  collect  taxes  upon  every  species  of  property  with- 
in their  respective  jurisdictions,  for  the  maintenance 
of  Gorernraent,  and  for  whstsoever  other  legitimate  pur- 
pose the  leg^isUtive  authority  may  devise.  But  not  so 
with  the  public  land  States.  Thry  have  heretofore 
been,  and  are  now,  admilied  into  the  national  fnttemity 
manacled  in  every  limb,  and  bound  in  fetters  of  paraly- 
»ng  restriction.  YourGeneral  Government,  the  influence 
of  which  is  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  old  States,  and  whose 
policy  IS  directed  by  them,  still  retsina  ita  property  in 
the  public  domain  within  oar  limiti^  and  ia  every  day 
exerciwng  the  power  of  making  dispoailion  of  it,  and 
laugha  at  ail  our  eflbrtsto  place  ourselves  on  an  equality 
with  thenp,  as  vain  and  impotent]  thus  leaving  the  public 
Und  States  with  a  curtailed  and  limited  sovereignty  over 
the  soil-  If  you,  in  your  boaited  bounty,  set  apart  a  sec- 
tion of  land  in  each  townahip  in  those  States,  for  tite 
moat  praiaeworthy  and  commendable  purpose  of  educa* 
lion,  the  otherwise  munificent  grant  is  made  in  consid- 
eratiau  of  smpte  equivalents.  Yoii  will  not  permit  us 
to  receive  an  accestion^f  a  ringle  emigrant,  unless  we 
yield  our  rxemptinn  of  five  years'  taxation.  This  ez- 
cmptkm  is  the  bonafide  cnndilion  upon  which  we  receive 
the  emigrant.  Your  policy  is  to  kH  )our  landi,  and 
you  compel  us  to  bestow  lliia  boon,  in  order  to  enable 
^ou  so  to  do,  and  before  he  ia  permitted  to  pass  our  lim- 
ita  and  reside  among  ui. 

If  you  grant  a  new  State  any  land  for  the  purpose  of 
constrocting  a  railroad  or  canal,  no  matter  whether  it  be 
s  national  or  local  work,  yi  u  are  right  sure  to  do  it  in 
such  manner  and  under  such  restrictions  as  to  secure 
to  yourself  the  benefit  of  the  grant.  Yuu  most  gracious- 
ly bestow  on  us  every  altf  mate  tract,  whether  it  be  of 
swamp,  barren,  prairie,  rockR,  or  mountains.  We,  your 
ntoat  grateful  duneef,  proceed  in  the  estabrnhment  of 
the  work,  and  with  milliotis  of  additinnnl  cost  complete 
•ome  stupendous  project  of  internal  improvement,  and 
thereby  render  your  barren  rocki  and  Ugoona  and  dea- 
ert  prairie  all  saleable,  and  thus  give  a  value  to  your 
property  which  no  time  or  other  circumstances  could 
pDuibly  have  f;iven  it.  Moat  gracious  munificence 
this!  If  out  of  our  own  resources  we  improve  the 
naviption  oCa  river,  if  tve  druin  a  ponri,  we  are  givinga 
po^ive  vahie  to  much  of  your  property,  wliich  other* 
wise  would  be  totally  wortli)e&5.  Every  farm  we  open, 
evtry  house  we  build,  every  town  and  village  which 
springs  up  on  your  boundless  domain,  creates  a  value  in 
tbous:ind>  of  contiguous  acres,  hitherto  without  any,  or 
olTi^ring  any  inducemrnt  to  the  purchaser.  Thus  it  is 
you  receive' for  your  vaunted  princely  gratuities  equiv- 
alents snd  benefits  absolu'ely  amounting  to  apeculationi- 
Sir,  I  repel  the  declaration  so  often  repeated  herr,  that 
the  public  land  States  have  received  **  princely  gratuttios" 
in  lands  from  Government.  We  have  received  no 
gratuities  without  corresponding  benefit',  and,  in  tome 
instances,  ten-fold  equivalents.  But,  sir,  instead  of 
gratuities,  there  has  been  doled  out  to  us  a  most  parsi- 
■nonioua  and  niggardly  legislation  on  all  questions  of  re- 
lief in  any  wise  touching  tlie  ptd)lic  lands,  or  Uioie  occu- 
p)ingtbem.  Your  policy,  hitherto,  has  been  to  cncour< 
'K^' by  all  practical  meani^  the  settlement  of  those  landst 
tnd  the  imposition  of  the  inhibition  sgainst  taxation  for  a 
limited  period  of  time  was  among  othen  held  out  as  an 
inducement  to  emigration.  Now,  the  policy  seems  to  be 
changed.  Gentlemen  complain  that  the  public  lands 
art  settling  too  fast)  the  redundant  popuUtioDof  (he 
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parent  Stales  are  moving  in  myriada  to  the  fair  valley 
of  the  MisMwppii  whole  communities  rise  up,  as  it  were 
by  common  consent,  and  quit  the  father  land,  seeking 
homes  in  the  West,  taking  with  them  much  of  our 
mechanical  skill,  useful  industry,  and  wealth.  This  state 
of  things  must  be  checked,  say  they,  and  they  act  ac- 
cordingly. 

Every  question  affecting  the  interest  of  the  public  Und 
States  aeensa  to  me  to  be  contested  here  with  an  unusual 
and  moat  extraonlinary  pertinacity.  Touch  not  the  pub- 
lic domain,  is  the  battle  cry  of  the  enemies  of  relief 
measures.  It  is  a  nation's  richest  treasure,  bestowed  by 
the  immortal  Old  Dominion,  the  father  of  the  republic, 
for  the  general  good— for  the  whole  people,  uid  not  for 
any  particular  part  or  portion  of  them. 

Sir,  are  we  doomed  forever  to  endure  this  abject  blate 
of  vassal  dependence  on  the  bountiful  legislation  of  Con- 
irreai^  for  the  rights  which  common  aense  and  rigid  jus- 
tice demand  for  m}  Who  will  undertake  to  say  that  lha 
new  States  do  now  enjoy  all  the  rights,  prtviiegea,  and  » 
immunities,  of  the  old  States?  Sir,  we  cannot  make  a 
road  from  one  county  aeat  to  another,  without  trespaas< 
ing  upon  the  public  domaint  we  cannot  pans  the  thresh- 
old of  our  humble  domici),  without  incurring  the  guilt 
of  punishable  treipaas.  We  can  go  nowhere,  build  brideea 
across  none  of  our  watercourses,  without  obstructing 
Oncle  Saro'a  highways,  or  building  an  abuiment  againit 
and  upon  some  portion  of  his  endless  domain.  We  dare 
not  levy  a  tsx  upon  nine  tenths  of  the  soil  within  our 
limits.  We  must  wait  the  tardy  and  lingering  policy  of 
the  Government,  in  making  ita  smiles  of  thoae  lands^  and 
then  wait  an  additional  five  years,  before  the  leglalative 
authority  of  the  State  can  reach  tliem. 

The  federal  authority  adopts  its  a^atem  of  laws  in  rela- 
tion to  its  lands,  and  enfureca  them  within  our  jurisdiction} 
whilst  the  State,  with  all  becoming  humility,  must  wait 
in  patient  servility  until  the  contingency  of  sale  takes 
place,  and  the  five  yesra'  probation  shall  have  passed 
away,  before  her  jurisdiction  accrues.  And  thus  this 
humiliating  prc-ceas  continues  from  year  to  year,  the  new 
States  every  day  arriving  nearrr  and  nearer  to  induction 
within  the  pate  of  the  cunititution,  until  eventually,  after 
a  lapse  of  twenty,  thirty,  and  furt^  ye*r%  perhaps,  wo 
are  safety  moored  within  the  pruteclton  of  the  guns  of  the 
constitution;  and  we  step  in,  and  take  our  place,  in  our 
old  age,  among  the  federal  family,  on  an  equal  footing, 
in  all  respects,  with  our  elder  brothera. 

When  Hr.  Ewms  had  cmcluded, 

At  the  suggestion  of  Hr.  WHITE,  Mr.  BENTON 
moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  and  that  the  atnendment 
be  printed!  which  was  agreed  tO|  and 

The  Senate  adjourneiL 

FaiBlT,  FlBBVlIT  3. 

SICK  AND  DISABLED  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  from  the  ComiDittee  on  Commerve,  fo 
whom  was  referred  the  Senate  bill  1^  79,  made  a  writ- 
ten report,  accompanied  with  a  aubatitute  for  the  bill; 
which  substitute  suspended,  for  one  year,  the  tax  of  20 
cents  each  on  American  seamen,  for  a  hospital  fund,  and 
appropriated  0150,000,  for  one  year,  in  lieu  thereof,  to 
he  paid  from  the  Treasury.  TUe  report  was  accompani* 
ed  with  the  following  reaolutions,  calling  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  for  information  on  the  subjeett 

haotved.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  he  in- 
structed to  aacertain  what  it  will  cost  to  erect  three  hoa< 
pitals,  of  suitable  dimensions,  fur  the  relief  of  aitk  and 
disabled  seamen  and  uatermen  upon  the  waters  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  at  the  moat  suitsble  places  for  (hat  pur- 
poset  also,  what  it  will  coat  to  erect  the  same  number,  if 
needed,  on  the  moat  important  points  of  the  Atlantic  and 
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Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaiirybe  fur- 
ther instructed  to  draw  up  the  project  or  a  I  tw  to  regulate 
the  disbursement  q\  fund*  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  d;s> 
tbtEd  aeamrn,  and  for  the  goTerniDent  of  hospitals  erect- 
ed for  that  purpose. 

BtioiMdt  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  in- 
atracted  to  enumerate  those  posts  and  places  in  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  where,  because  suitable  accommodations  for 
the  sick  cannot  be  obtained,  or  from  any  other  cause, 
there  is  a  strong  necessity  for  hospitals,  and  to  mske  re- 
port up'in  this  and  the  other  inatructiona  in  thcae  resolu- 
tiona  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Ur.  DAVIS*  after  the  reading  of  the  report,  asked 
for  the  immediate  consuleration  of  these  resolutionsi 
which  requirinir  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate, 

Hr.  CALHOUN,  who  had  not  heard  the  report,  ex- 
pressed the  wish  that  the  resolutions  might  lie  one  day 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS  britfly  explained  the  nature  and  objects 
«  of  the  bill  and  the  reaoluttons,  remarking  that  the  bitl 
was  designed  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  interim, 
while  Congress  might  obtain  the  requisite  information, 
and  mature  and  adopt  some  proper  system  on  (be  sub> 
jcct. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  said  he  understood  this  to  be  the 
commencement  of  a  change  in  the  system,  as  heretofore 
existing,  fay  which  the  hospital  fund  was  supplied  by  a 
tax  on  aeamen.  He  believed  that  the  great  and  prevail- 
ing disease  of  the  times  was  centralism  herei  and  he  was 
utterly  opposed  to  any  thing  which  Would  tend  to  in- 
crease it.  As  soon  as  the  system  of  affording  relief  to 
seamen  from  (he  Treasury  should  commence,  there  would 
be  no  limitation;  and  he  would,  therefore,  give  his  pro- 
test in  advance  against  the  measure  proposed  by  the  bill. 
He  was  opposed  to  opening  all  sluices  to  further  expen- 
ses of  the  Governneat,  as  tending  to  corrupt  the  public 
monUs,  and  to  endanger  our  Institutions. 

The  burden  (Hr.  C.  maintained)  of  relieving  sick  and 
disabled  seamen  did  not  fall  on  the  seamen  themsetvea, 
but  on  (he  particular  branch  of  business  in  which  Ihey 
are  employed,  by  which  it  ought  to  be  borne;  otherwise 
it  would  become,  like  harbors  on  the  lakes,  and  light- 
bouses,  an  improper  burden  upon  Congress. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  (hat  be  was  not  exactly  willing  (hat 
the  veaiure  should  go  off  under  such  an  impreswon. 
The  gf  alleman  from  South  Carolina,  ^Mr.  Calhocv,]  he 
thought,  would  withdraw  his  objection,  if  he  had  paid 
better  attention  to  the  subject.  The  hospital  tax,  Mr. 
D.  maintained,  fell  on  the  wages  of  the  siiilor;  and  the 
Senator  would  agree  with  him  that  no  class  rt  quired  a 
higher  degree  of  protection,  or  were  more  worthy  and 
iDeritorioust  and  no  class  asked  teas  of  Uie  Government. 
"When  did  the  Senator  know  a  sailor  toask  for  any  thing? 
Mr.  D.  had  not  known  an  instance  in  which  a  sailor  had 
asked  for  a  penstM  or  any  other  grant.  He  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senator  (o  a  notable  case,  the  de- 
struction of  the  Philadelphia.  While  a  lar^e  number  of 
people  engaged  that  portion  of  the  service  had  been 
for  a  number  of  years  asking  Congress  for  something,  it 
bad  ntvcr  been  done  by  a  sailort  it  bad  been  detnanded 
by  their  representatives!  and  not  by  themselves. 

But  all  this  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  matter.  It  was 
thought  that  something  oiight  to  be  done  for  (his  diss  of 
persons  on  the  Western  waters,  exposed  to  the  peculiar 
diseases  of  that  region,  far  away  from  their  friendiiand 
the  means  of  comfort.  In  order  tu  efftct  this  purpose,  a 
tax  of  twenty  centa  each  had  been  laid  upon  their  wages 
by  Coogresa.  The  Government  had  not  been  so  liberal 
as  the  Senator  supposed.  The  tax,  indeed,  proved  inad- 
equate to  the  purpose,  and  the  Government  had  every 
year  appropriated  more  or  Itss;  not  much,  but  enough 
to  cover  the  expenses.  The  fund  had  been  conducted, 
ubr  ai  Mr.  D.  wu  able  to  ueci  tain,  with  prudence 


and  economy,  and  had  been  disbursed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Government.  But  there  had  been  no  law  on 
the  aubjeel,  though  (he  committee  thoiigb(  it  was  beat 
Ibst  it  should  be  regulated  by  law. 

Now,  all  Hr.  D.  proposed  by  the  rrsohitions  before  the 
Senate  was  an  inquiry  aslolheexpenae  of  erecting  three 
hospiula  on  the  Wealem  watery  and  thrte  on  the  Atlan- 
tic coast,  and  so  many  he  was  sure  were  needed.  He 
did  not  propose  now  to  commit  the  Guvernmcnt  to  any 
course  of  policy.  In  the  bill  thrre  was  indeed  a  prop<:- 
sition  to  change  the  policy  for  a  single  yeari  tut  the  Gov- 
ernment then  retained  the  matter  in  iu  own  bands,  to 
puisue  Mch  a  course  as  miEht  be  found  expedient  antl 
proper.  The  passsge  of  tbese  resolutions  was  ss  much 
wsnted,  if  (he  bill  should  not  pas*,  as  if  it  should. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  knew  the  resolutions  did  not 
inTolve  the  principle  to  which  he  objected,  but  the  bill 
(lid;  and  it  was  hia  design  now  to  give  notice  thai  he 
should,  therefore,  oppose  it.  He  agreed  with  (he  Sena* 
tor  that  teamen  were  a  meritorious  class,  and  that  thi  y 
were  not  impM-tunate  on  Ctmgres*.  Thc^  would  not  do 
the  misehief,  but  (he  persona  interested  m  ereetinK  ^nd 
conducting  the  hospitals.  Hr.  C  again  insisle<l  that 
though  the  tuX  imposed  on  seamen  was  tuken  in  the  first 
place  from  their  wages,  it  ultimately  fell  on  the  branch 
of  buriness  in  which  they  were  engaged;  and  the  inlerc  st 
concerned  owght  to  pay  the  expense.  The  patronage  of 
(he  Government,  he  maintained,  ought  not  to  be  extend* 
ed.  He  aaw  no  reason  why  the  Government  should  (»y 
the  expense  of  sickness  in  one  branch  of  business  more 
than  in  another.  They  might  just  as  well  pay  such  ex- 
pense in  the  cultivation  of  suga'-,  or  rice,  or  cottun. 
The  tendency  of  the  Government  was  already  to  the  de- 
struction of  liberty,  and  he  waa  opposed  to  every  thing 
(hst  would  give  impulse  to  (hat  tendency.  He  Itad  ro 
objection  to  the  resolutions,  but  hoped  ibe  bill  would 
not  receive  (he  sanction  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DAVIS  (aid  he  thought  there  was  a  very  wide 
difference  between  the  cases  which  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Caluhus]  bad  made  parallel.  Le- 
gisUdon  in  regard  to  seamen  commenced  with  the  ex- 
istence of  (his  Government,  and  was  intimately  connected 
with  the  subject  of  commerce,  which  was  wholly  sub- 
ject lo  the  legislation  of  Congress;  and  one  leading  ob- 
ject in  this  connexion  had  been  to  cheiiah  the  employ- 
ment of  seamen,  as  necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  coui  - 
try;  and  on  this  same  account  a  preference  had  been  glv- 
en  to  American  seamen,  in  conlradistinclion  from  foreign- 
ers. Whs  there  no  difference  between  extending  pro- 
tection lo  these  men,  far  from  borne,  destitute  of  the 
means  of  comfort,  and  not  addicted  lo  layii^  up  their 
wsgei^  and  those  men  who  lived  on  planiatiuns,  directly 
surrounded  with  the  mesns  of  health  and  comfoit?  And 
were  the  two  classes  equally  important  in  providing  fur 
the  defence  of  (he  country? 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  moved  to  amend  the  resolutions  by 
insetting     the  Gulf,"  in  connexion  with  "  the  Atlar.lic." 

Mr.  DAVIS  thought  it  was  unimportant;  the  Gulf  vss 
a  part  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  insertion  of  it  might  lead 
to  the  enumeration  of  bays  and  inlets. 

Hr.  NICHOLAS  preferred  tliat  it  should  be  noticed 
more  distinctly  i  and  the  amerrflment  was  accordingly 
adopted. 

The  resolutions,  as  amended,  were  then  adopted. 
PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  (he  land  bill; 
and  the  question  being  on  Hr.  Nomvii>i.'s  motion  lo  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  Senate  had  refiised  (o 
strike  otit  the  8th  section  of  the  bill,  it  was  Uken  by 
yeas  and  na)  s,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

Tbas— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Kwingof  IllintHi*  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Kit'g  of  Alabama,  Lion,  Lyont  Uonvi 
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Nicholu.  Niles,  NorrelU  Robinion,  Runlep,  Ttnlon, 
W&lker,  Wright— 17. 

Nat« — Menrs.  Btyard,  Drown,  Buchantn,  Calhoun, 
CUy,  Clayton,  Crittrmlen,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Hendricka,  Hubbtrd,  Kent,  Kinfr  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  Morrta^  PrentiM,  PKaton,  Robbiniu  SouthaH, 
Swift,  Wall.  White— 33. 

Mr.  RDGGLB9  mored  to  amend  the  8tfi  aection  by 
inserting^  before  lh«  word  "child"  the  word  "male," 
ao  u  to  give  a  parent  the  privilcfre  of  purchaaing  the 
public  land  only  for  his  male  children  under  31  year*. 

H^.  BUCHANAN  aud  that  he  hoped  that  no  such 
amendownt  aa  that  woald  be  assented  to.  He  had  al- 
most rather  kwe  the  whole  section  than  vole  to  exclude 
the  ladies. 

Mr.  CLAY  demanded  the  yeas  and  najs. 

Mr.  MOORE  said,  if  any  diiitiDction  was  to  be  made,  he 
would  mher  pve  theeselusive  privilege  to  children  of 
the  other  aex. 

The  question  being  taken,  ibe  amendment  was  neg- 
atived by  nearly  the  whole  Senate,  as  ruHowa: 

Tit4s— Heiara.  Kitea,llugg)es,  Wright— 3. 

Kats— Hesara.  Bayard,  Benton,  BUck,  Brovn,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  lllinoia,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Pulton,  Grundy, 
Hendrick*,  Hubbard,  Ken*,  King  of  Alabama,  Ring  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Hoore,  Horriiii  Nichola-, 
Norveli,  Prentiss,  Preaton,  Rdbbins,  Robinann,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinton,  Walker,  Wall,  White— 3S. 

Mr.  NILES  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  8th  sec- 
tion, in  that  part  of  it  which  requires  a  parent  to  swear 
that  no  previouB  entry  has  been  m«de  in  the  name  of 
said  child  under  the  provisiona  of  this  act,  by  striking 
out  the  words  ■'  in  the  name  of  said  child,"  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof,  "by  said  parent;"  but  before  any 
queitinn  was  taken  on  this  amendment,  a  question  of 
order  waa  made,  viz;  whether  the  Slh  aeetion  eouM  be 
amended  at  all,  inaamuch  aa  the  Senate  bad  refused  a 
motion  to  strike  it  out,  and  had  thereby  determined  to 
retain  it  entire. 

The  qucation  was  argued  for  a  longtime.  The  rules 
were  appealed  to:  the  Chair  doubt«l,  and  the  Senate 
could  extricate  itself  from  the  diSicuity  only  by  deter- 
mining, with  common  consent,  to  reconaider  tbe  former 
vtrte,  by  which  a  reconsideration  had  been  refused. 
This  brought  them  back  to  the  point  at  which  they  bad 
ttarted  in  the  morning,  and  preaented  tlie  question 
whether  the  8ih  section  should  be  stricken  out  or  re- 
tained in  the  bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  no  idea  that  such  opposition 
would  have  been  made  to  this  section.  He  had  con- 
sulted with  Western  gentlemen  before  he  ofTered  his 
amendment  to  it,  and  he  had  thought  it  would  meet 
tbefr  approbation.  The  bill,  as  it  atood,  confined  the 
aalei  of  the  public  lands  to  those  who  are  in  the  West, 
He  thought  the  people  of  the  West  would  feel  the  para- 
lyzing effects  of  tbe  bill,  should  it  pass  in  its  present 
shape,  although  they  express  iheir  willingness  to  make 
a  sacrifice  to  diminish  the  surplus  revenue.  He  wsi 
willing  to  reduce  the  revenue  derived  from  the  sales  of 
tiM  public  tanda  to  effect  that  object.  But,  when  he 
was  asked  to  vote  for  a  bill  which  would  cut  off  his  own 
conatituents  from  deriving  any  advantage  from  it,  he 
could  not  agree  to  it.  He  was  willing,  at  an  early  tiage, 
to  meet  the  feelings  of  gemlemen  from  the  West;  but 
now  he  was  willing  to  let  the  section  stand  or  fall  upon 
its  own  meritst  and,  if  necessary,  he  was  willing  to  put 
his  vote  against  tbe  adoption  of  this  or  any  rimilar 
amendment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  remarked  that  bis  object  in  voting  for 
B  bill  of  thia  character  waa  to  reduce  the  revenue,  and 
lo  effect  that  end  by  confining  the  sales  of  public  lands 
to  actual  settlers.   He  did  not  see  why  luch  a  principle 


might  not  be  incorporated  in  this  bill.  Was  there  any 
one  present  who  admitted  that  the  lands  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  msrket  were  now  offered  for  sale  below  their 
intrinsic  value?  He  would  not  vote  for  a  proposition  to 
raise  the  price,  because  be  did  not  believe  (he  lands 
were  wortbHiwre  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents. 
But,  if  be  believed  in  the  opinion  re-echoed  in  thst  body, 
he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  move  to  raise  tbe  price. 
He  believed  the  minimum  price  of  the  Government  was 
high  enough,  nor  did  he  think  that  public  policy  would 
admit  of  its  being  raised.  Entertaining  this  opinion,  be 
would  not  admit  that  it  was  a  privilege  conferred  on  a 
citizen,  to  give  hinn  an  opportunity  of  purchaaing  tha 
public  land,  unless  he  wanted  to  use  it. 

He  believed  it  was  a  privilege,  when  a  man  wanted  a 
farm  to  cultivale,  that  be  should  have  land  at  tbe  lowest 
price.  Mr.  W.  argued  that  it  waa  not  to  be  supposed 
(hat  lands  could  be  sold  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  when 
tbe  country  would  of  course  be  %'ery  much  improved  in 
every  respect,  at  the  stme  price  as  ht  the  present  time, 
though,  according  to  the  argument  of  gentlemen,  it 
would  appear  that  auch  was  to  be  the  ease.  His  Judg- 
ment was  this:  that  the  interests  of  the  whole  Union,  and 
of  those  who  live  where  the  lands  are  located,  required 
that  Congress  should  put  them  into  their  hands  at  as 
low  a  rate  as  reason  would  dictate,  and  as  rspidiy  as 
the  growth  of  the  country  would  permit.  But  when  a 
sort  of  pre-emption  right  was  opened  to  a  man,  unac- 
companied with  a  aettlement,  that  was  not  the  way  to 
promote  a  settlement  of  the  lands.  Mr.  W.  concluded 
with'  saying  that  he  hoped  the  vote  might  be  recon- 
si  iered,  for  he  had  no  wish  that  it  should  be  stricken 
out,  but  only  modified  so  as  to  make  it  acceptable  to  the 
Senate. 

After  furllier  debate,  the  question  of  reconsidering 
waa  decided  in  the  negative  (so  as  to  retain  the  section 
in  tbe  bill)  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows; 

Yus— Hessra.  Benton,  Black,  Cuthbert,  Daffl,  Sw- 
ing of  lllinoiii,  Fulton,  Grundy,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Nicholas,  Nile*,  Norveli,  Page,  Rives,  Robinson, 
Rtiggles,  Sevier,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wright— 21. 

Naxs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Bobbins,  Soutrurd,  Spenee,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Wall. 
Webster,  White— 33. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  Mr-  Whitk's  amend- 
ment, it  was  modified,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nobvbll,  by 
inserting  a  clause  protecting  from  the  operation  of  the 
bill  all  lands  reserved  by  any  of  the  Stataa  for  salt  springs 
or  for  purpntes  of  education. 

Mr.  WALKER  inquired  of  the  Chnir  whether,  in 
case  Mr.  Whitx's  amendment  should  be  adopted,  it 
would  be  in  order  for  him  to  amend  it,  by  adding  there- 
to the  second  section  of  the  bill  as  it  at  present  stood? 

This  led  to  another  discussion  on  (be  question  of  or- 
der, when,  to  relieve  the  Senate, 

Mr.  WHITE  consented  to  move,  i^tead  of  his  first 
amendment,  to  strike  out  the  second  eection  of  the  bill, 
with  notice  tliat  if  that  motion  succeeded,  he  should  fol- 
low it  by  another,  to  strike  out  tbe  residue  of  the  bill, 
and  insert  his  amendment,  as  before  proposed. 

After  further  difficulty  as  to  questions  of  order, 

Mr.  WHITE  withdrew  thia  motion,  and  renewed  that 
he  had  before  made,  viz:  to  strike  out  the  wh^>le  of  tbe 
bill  excepting  the  first  section,  and  to  in*ert,  in  Heu 
thereof,  the  amendment  quoted  above. 

After  aome  remarks  ^om  Mr.  PiWING  of  Ohio  and 
Mr.  LINN. 

Mr.  DAVIS  went  into  a  speech  of  eonsiderrtle  length 
(which,  however,  he  wis,  through  indisposition,  unaole 
to  coiichide)  in  opposition  to  the  genrril  principles  of 
the  bill. 
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Ur.  WEBSTBR,  deslroui  to  g\n  him  an  opportunity 
to  conclude  hit  remarks  lomorrow,  tnorrd  «n  iHjnurn* 
mrnii  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail*  being  rejected,  by 
yeai  ind  myi,  M  loUowii 

Yu»— Me«n.  Bayird,  CaHwun.  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, DitIb,  Kwing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knifcht,  Monre  prenti»h  Preston,  Robbini,  Southard, 
Spcnce,  Swift,  Tiplon,  Tomlimon,  Wall,  Webster— 21. 

Nath— Hesira.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewinn  orill>noii,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
drickR,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicho- 
laf,  Nile*,  Norrell,  Page,  RiTea,  Robinaon,  Ruggle^  Se- 
Tier,  Walker,  White,  Wright— 25. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  now  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
•eventh  lection,  in  the  following  clause:  "That  all  the 
landa  of  the  United  Slates  shall  hereafter  be  subject  to 
purchase  at  public  auction  or  private  entry,  in  subdivis- 
ions not  tes9  than  a  quarter-quarter  section,"  by  striking 
out  that  clause,  and  inserting,  in  lieu  of  it,  a  provision 
that  every  pnrchner  under  the  provtsiom  of  the  bill 
•houtd  be  required  to  enter  hit  land  in  not  more  tbsn 
four  separate  parcels,  nor  in  lest  than  a  quarter-quarter 
sectinn. 

Mr.  WALRERoppoted  this  amendment  with  warmth. 

Mr.  EWING  advocated  it,  and  explained  that  under 
the  bill  as  it  utood  a'purchaser  might  enter  his  two  sec- 
tiona  of  hind  in  not  leas  than  33  distinct  portioiu  of  40 
seres  encht  and  provided  he  cultinted  3}  of  these,  he 
might  enter  the  remaining  38  in  any  Slate  or  Terriiery 
where  there  wai  public  land  to  sel^  and  that  without 
striking  a  ftiroke  on  cither  of  them. 

Mr.  WALKER  look  the  contrary  position,  and  argued 
to  ^ow  that  the  purchaser  would  have  to  cuUivtle  a 
smalt  part  of  each  tract. 

Mr.  EWINO  insisted  upon  his  first  position,  contending 
that  the  wnrdo  nf  the  bill  would  bear  that  interpretation. 

Mr.  WAL£ER  drclared  (hat,  shnuld'lhia  amendment 
prevail,  tt  u^uld  destroy  the  bill  altugetber,  and  he 
should  be  qMiged  (o  vote  against  it, 
-  Mr.  RUGGLF.3  supported  the  views  given  by  Mr. 
fewiRO,  and  went  on  to  show  that,  under  the  8th  sec- 
tion, a  man  who  bad  ten  children  might,  unless  this 
am^ndm^'nt  prevailed,  enter  350  separate  small  tracts  of 
land,  wherever  he  pleased. 

It  being  now  past  5  u'clocfc,  Mr.  CLAT  moved  an  ad> 
joummentt  but  the  Senate  refused  tosdjournt  Teas  33, 
nays  24. 

The  question  waa  then  put  on  the  amendment  propo- 
sed by  Hr.  Rseet-as,  and  carried,  by  yeas  and  naji^  as 
follows: 

Tais— Messrs.  Baysri!,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dana,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  Morris,  Niles,  Pagr,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Robbins,  Itiiggle^  Southard,  8wif>,  Tomlinson,  Wkll, 
Webster,  Wh<tr— 24. 

Nats — Hea>rs.  Benton,  Black,  Kwing  of  Illinois,  Ful- 
ton, Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Moore,  Nichola<)^  Norvell,  RobinsoR,  Sevier,  Tipton, 
Walker,  WrifEht— 17. 

This  vote  bring  announced  from  the  Chair, 

Mr.  WALKI^R  gave  notice  that  he  should  vote  against 
the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  the  bill  was  further  amend, 
ed  in  the  second  section,  in  that  clause  whicli  declares 
*'that  hereafier  no  ciie  person  shall  be  permitltd  to 
purchase  more  than  two  sections,"  &b.,  by  striking  out 
the  word  *■  one." 

Mr.  DAVIS  further  proposed  to  add  at  the  end  of  the 
5th  section  a  proviso,  that  if  any  land  cluimed  under 
the  pre-emption  clause  should,  at  the  ttme,  be  worth 
more  than  f5  an  acre,  no  pre-emption  should  iasnet  the 
Commisstniier  of  the  Gi-neral  Land  Office  being  empow- 
ered to  steeriain  the  fiutt. 


Mr.  SEVIER  deoianded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
motion,  when  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  fullowst 

YsAs— Messrs.  Bayard,  CalhoiiD,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
DsTiB,  Ewing  of  Ohin,  Kent.  King  of  Oeorgis,  Knigfat, 
Premiss,  Preston,  Robbtm^  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson, 
Webster— 16. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Hur- 
ria,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norrell,  Page,  Rives,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  ScTier,  Tipton,  Wslker,  Wall,  White, 
Wright— 28. 

The  question  wss  now  at  length  put  on  Mr.  White** 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

Tus— Measrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Davis,  Ewing  of  llll- 
noip,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Moore,  Norvell,  PreatOD,  Rob- 
inson, Sevier,  Walker,  Websier,  While— 14. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Ohio, 
Pulton,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabams,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Micbolas,  Ndes,  Page,  Prentiss, 
Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggtes,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Wall,  Wright— 29. 

Hr.  WALKER  observed  that,  as  the  bill  now  stood,  it 
could  not  receive  his  vote;  and  as  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  had  failed,  there  remained  but 
one  more  efibrt  to  save  the  billi  with  which  view  h« 
moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

On  this  motion  Hr.  DAVIS  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  LINN  now  inquired  whether  the  Senate,  in  eaie 
the  motion  to  recommit  aliould  prevail,  would  posses* 
any  security  that  (bey  should  not  be  led  into  the  same 
labyrinth  of  difficulties  through  which  they  had  juat  pass- 
ed, unless  the  committee  were  furnished  with  some  in- 
structions to  guide  them.  In  order  In  give  the  clwirman 
of  tlie  Land  Committee  lime  to  sleep  on  the  matter,  and 
then  to  prepare  a  drauftbt  of  such  instructions  as  would 
probably  be  scceptable  to  a  msjoriiy,  he  moved  that  the 
Senate  do  now  adjoumt  which  motion  prevailing. 

The  Senate  accordingly  adjourned. 

Satukdat,  FsaanAHT  4. 
COPT-RIGHTS  TO  FOREIGNERS. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  a  list,  on  parchment,  of  additional 
names  of  British  authors  to  the  address  which  he  had 
aubmiited  to  the  Senate  the  otlter  day,  and  which,  by 
mistake,  be  bad  not  then  received.  He  mo^ed  that  it 
be  printed  with  the  other  names  attached  to  the  address^ 
and  be  referred  to  the  select  committee  raised  on  th^ 
Bubjectt  which  wa^aecordinifly  ordered,  lie  also  moved 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  member  of  the  select 
committee)  which  waa  ordered. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  a  petition  from  sundry  Ameri- 
can authors,  praying  amcndmenis  in  the  copy-right  Uw. 
I'hry  represent  the  impurlance  of  native  literature,  and 
the  propriety  of  extending  to  it  reasonable  encourage- 
ment. They  state  ihAt,  owing  to  the  fact  that  booksel- 
lers in  this  country  caa  possess  ttiemselvrs  of  and  pubtiah 
new  works  as  they  issue,  from  time  to  lime,  from  the 
British  press,  witdout  any  charge  on  account  of  the  copy- 
ri|;ht,  American  authors  of  similar  works  are  unable  to 
obtain  (or  their  copy-rights  a  fair  compensation.  They 
therefore  pray  thiit  a  just  areurity  may  be  niven  by  law 
to  Hrilish  aulbors,  for  tlie  property  which  they  have  ia 
their  intellectual  productions. 

Mr.  C.  understood  that  the  course  of  this  business' 
WB4,  that  American  booksellers  have  their  agents  in 
Great  Britain,  who,  as  soon  as  a  new  work  makes  its 
sppearance,  Iranamil  it  to  them  by  the  first  packet. 
.  Sometimes  it  ia  received  froiB  lbs  packet  at  the  Nar- 
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row,  *nd  th«  Teowl  betn^  detained  there  a  short  tinw, 
fmiD  tome  ctuse  or  other,  by  the  time  ibe  arrivei  at  the 
whnrvet  the  work  in  published  and  ready  for  distribution. 
Thiiextraorilinary  despatch  »  effected  by  means  of  steam 
preMes,  and  the  hundreds  of  hands  employed  by  some 
of  the  boaksellrra.  The  eonseqtienee  1^  that  the  work 
is  often  slorenTy  publtabed,  on  bad  paper*  vith  bsd 
typM,  knd  omittinff  maps,  diaf^sms,  enffraTinfrst  *tiA 
other  illiistrstions.  This  the  Arst  publishers  feel  them- 
Kires  conslrsined  to  do,  lest  some  rivala  ahalt  publish  a 
cheaper  edilron  than  that  which  they  hare  Issued.  Pur- 
chased in  this  derectiTe  form,  no  one  can  get  the  i^uine 
prodaetion  of  the  British  anthor  without  sending  abratd 
for  it,  as  is  sometimes  done. 

Mr.  C.  understood  that  the  btisinest  of  republishing 
in  this  country  late  British  works  was  principally  con- 
fined to  two  hifrhly  respectable  houses  in  New  York  and 
Pliiladelphia,  of  whom  he  did  not  mean  to  siy  one  word 
in  disparagement.  They  merely  avniled  themselres  of 
the  actual  state  of  things^  and  undoubtedly  placed  the 
American  public  under  oblifistions  for  supplying  them 
•o  rapidly  and  so  cheaply  with  the  latest  effiiflkms  of  th« 
Briltdi  wi'md. 

If  the  foreign  suthor  is  justly  secured  in  his  rights  of 
property,  the  practical  consequence  will  pmbably  be, 
that  he  will  sell  his  copy-riKht  to  some  Americsn  pub* 
Tisher,  the  work  will  be  carefully  and  deliberately  print- 
ed, without  mutilation  or  abstraction,  and  will  be  in  a 
condition  worthy  of  preservation. 

The  petitioners,  besides  manifeatinf^  towards  their  fit* 
erary  brethren  abroad  a  sense  of  Justice  and  liberality, 
pray  for  some  alterations  of  the  law  adapted  to  their  own 
condition. 

Mr.  C.  moved  the  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  se- 
lect committee  heretofore  appointedt  which  was  uhi- 
malely  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr,  NILBS,  referring  tu  the  memorial  from  American 
authors,  said  they  had  gone  one  step  beyond  what  hsd 
ever  been  done.  They  were  not  satitAed  with  oblain- 
the  right  to  the  productions  of  their  own  minds*  they 
asked  Congress  to  prohibit,  for  their  benefif,  the  use  of 
the  productions  of  others.  This  he  opposed  at  consider- 
able lenelh. 

Hr.  PRESTON,  with  a  view  to  correct  sn  erroneous 
Impreemon  which  might  have  been  made  by  his  remarks 
the  other  day  on  this  subject,  said  he  was  not  adverse  to 
granting  copy-rights  to  foreign  authors.  Alt  he  meant 
to  say  waa,  that  he  saw  difBcuHiea  snd  embarrassments 
in  the  way.  He  had  formerly  expressed  himself  in  favor 
of  this  grant  to  foreign  authors,  which  might  have  been 
a  motive  for  sending  petitions  on  the  subjectt  and  all  his 
inclinations  were  siyi  decidedly  in  favnr  of  the  proposed 
measure.  He  believed,  also,  that  Congress  possessed 
the  constitutional  power  to  pau  it,  and  by  that  part  of 
the  constitution  which  provides  for  the  promotion  of 
knowledge. 

We  had  been  in  the  daily  habit  (Hr.  P.  said)  of  ap- 
pTopriating  tn  our  use  the  prodiielions  of  minds  beyond 
the  Atlantic,  without  any  recompense.  We  had  luxuri- 
ated in  the  works  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  without  any  remu* 
nersiion  to  him,  at  the  time  when  he  was  toiling  night 
and  day  to  poy  a  debti  when,  if  he  had  received  from  ua 
the  thousandth  part  of  the  value  of  his  works,  the  debt 
would  have  been  paid.  Mr.  P.  had  always  regarded  this 
as  an  instance  of  ingratitude,  which  of  itself  induced  bim 
very  strongly  to  the  support  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  CLAY,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Nii.es,  said  he  was  very 
glad  of  the  benefit  of  his  suggestions,  and  they  would 
doubtless  receive  the  special  allenlion  of  the  committee. 
Bill  he  thon|[ht  he  would  be  satisfied  that  no  such  mis- 
chief was  intended  as  he  supposed.  The  whole  object 
was  to  put  foreign  suthora  on  the  same  footing  on  wbidi 
DVT  own  aatbors  an  in  Enghind. 


[SlVlTS. 


\  Mr.  C.  thought  the  extension  of  copy-rights  would  not» 
on  the  whole,  make  any  addition  to  the  cost  of  the  hooka. 
Ttiey  were  now  made  up  in  great  baste,  consequently 
a  poor  article,  and  at  a  great  expense,  which  must  be 
paid  in  the  sale  of  the  article)  when,  without  this  haste 
and  consequent  extraordinary  expense,  the  copy-light 
might  be  paid  for,  and  a  still  better  artide  be  procured 
in  proportion  to  its  value.  But  even  if  it  were  not  sc^ 
we  ought  to  scorn  to  do  an  act  of  injustice  to  a  foreign- 
er, by  appropriating  his  works  without  oompensationf 
snd  especially  when  such  compensation  was  made  to  our 
own  authnm  in  foreign  countries. 

Ttie  reference  and  printing  were  then  ordered,  as 
above. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRESI- 
DENT. 

Mr.  GRUNDY,  from  the  selAt  committee  appointed 
to  consider  and  report  on  the  mode  of  examining  and 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
SiC',  and  whether  any  votes  have  been  given  by  persons 
not  competent  under  the  constitution,  made  a  special  re- 
port Ihereont  which  was  read. 

The  report  states  that  in  sonoe  instances  not  more  than 
four  or  five  electors  have  been  chosen  in  some  of  the 
Slates,  who  are  officers  of  the  tienersi  Government, 
(deputy  postmasters,)  and  that  such  votes  are,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  not  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  constitutioni  but  at  the  same  time  the 
few  votes  thus  given  will  not  vary  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion, as  it  was  not  contemplated  by  any  one  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  ineligible  elector  would  vitiate  the  vole 
of  his  Stale.  The  report  concludes  with  recommending 
thendnptinn  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Bmohed,  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in  the 
chamber  of  the  House  of  Hepreae ntatives,  on  Wednesday 
next,  at  13  o'clock,  and  the  PresideniM  the  Senate  shall 
be  the  presiding  offieeri  that  one  perKfn  1>e  appointed 
a  teller  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  two  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  make  a  list  of  the 
votes  as  they  shall  be  decUred;  that  the  result  shsll  be 
delivered  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  an- 
nounce the  state  of  the  vole,  and  the  persons  elected, 
to  the  two  Houses  asaembltd  as  aforesaid,  which  shall 
be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  SUtesi  and,  to- 
gether with  a  list  of  rote^  be  entered  on  the  journals  of 
the  two  Houses. 

Haofved,  That  in  relation  to  the  votes  of  Michigan,  if 
the  counting  or  omitting  to  coont  them  shall  not  essen- 
tially change  the  result  of  the  election,  they  shali  be  re- 
ported by  the  President  of  the  Senate  in  the  following 
manner:  **  Were  the  votes  of  Michigan  to  be  counted, 
the  rcaiitt  would  be,  for  A-  B.  for  President  of  the  Unl* 
ted  Slates,  —~  votes.    If  not  counted,  for  A.  B.  for 

Prerident  of  the  United  States,   i-otes.    But  in 

either  event  A.  B.  is  elected  President  of  the  United 
Stales."   And  in  the  same  manner  for  Vice  President. 

Mr.  MORVELL  arose  and  said  ihat  the  resolutions 
were  joint  resi^utions.  The  first  prescribed  the  usual 
manner  in  which  the  two  Houses  assembled  together  on 
the  second  Wednesday  in  Pebrusry,  for  the  purpose  of 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States.  To  this,  of  course,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion. The  second  resolution,  in  relation  to  the  votes  of 
Michigan,  declared,  in  substance,  that  if  they  were  not 
essential  to  the  election  of  a  President,  they  should  be 
announced,  but  need  not  be  received  as  good.  Their 
reception,  then,  as  sound  votes,  depended  upon  a  con- 
tingency which  it  was  known  would  not  happen.  He 
called  for  a  division  of  the  motion  of  the  Senator  hom 
Tennessee,  in  order  that  he  and  his  eollesgde  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  recording  their  Totcs  against  the  sec- 
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ond  rewlution.  Mich'gan,  when  the  people  oT  thai 
Stkte  |[«ve  their  voles  Tor  prewdentikl  eleeton,  was  a 
■overeipn  Sttie,  acknowledged  tobeiuch  by  in  act  of 
CongrMi  of  the  United  Statea.  She  wai  now,  before 
her  electoral  votes  v»e  to  be  counted,  a  auvereiKn 
State  of  thift  Union,  acknowledpfed  to  be  such  by  another 
act  of  the  Congre^B  of  the  United  States.  He  had, 
therefon",  risen  to  enter  his  most  solemn  protest,  in 
behalf  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  against  any  decision 
of  this  body,  or  of  Cnngreas.  which  wotild,  even  by  im- 
plication* have  the  effect  of  prevent!)^  their  electoral 
votes  from  being  counted  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statesi  and  upnn  the  motion  to  adopt 
the  second  rno'ution,  he  requested  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  might  be  taken. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  observed  that  the  committee  were 
unanimous  fur  reporting  the  second  resolution  objected 
io  by  the  gentleman  froaa  Utchigan.  The  same  coune 
had  been  pursued  with  regard  to  the  State  of  Htsaouri, 
and  under  the  like  circumstanees;  and  when  Senators 
recollected  that  this  wss  the  very  place  where  the  rock 
lies  which  may  destroy  this  Government,  tbey  would 
perceive  that  the  committee  had  good  rtawiiB  for  rec- 
ommending the  resolution  objected  to.  Suppose  (said 
Mr.  G.,)  the  two  Hoiiaes  should  differ  and  separate,  and 
suppose  the  House  should  refuse  to  send  r>ir  the  Senate 
agmin:  where  will  be  your  President  or  Vice  President? 
"niough  he  bad  been  one  of  the  most  anxious  fur  the  ad> 
mission  of  Michigan,  yet  he  (bought  it  belter,  under  the 
circumitancea,  that  her  vote  shiiutd  not  be  counted,  ex- 
cept in  the  way  provided  fur  by  the  second  resolution. 
Tu  cnunt  the  vote  could  do  no  good,  inasmuch  as  it 
woult)  not  vary  the  result }  snd  it  might  do  harm.  No  man 
was  more  anaious  than  he  was  for  tbcadmisHion  of  Mich- 
igan; yet  be  must  express  the  opinion  that  she  was  not  a 
Stale  of  ibis  Union  when  she  gave  her  vote. 

Mr.  NORVF.LL  said  that,  if  this  Union  should  ever 
receive  a  shock,  as  intimated  by  tlie  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee, it  would  arise  frum  the  prsctice  of  injustice  by 
this  Government  towards  one  or  more  of  tlie  Stales  of 
the  confederacy,  and  not  from  the  right  decision  of  such 
question!  as  the  one  now  pending.  The  reception  of 
the  votes  of  a  State  entitled  to  vote  for  llie  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  tlie  nation,  by  whom  fche,  as  well  as  the  other 
States,  was  to  be  governed,  could  never  endanger  the 
Union.  The  result  of  the  late  election,  he  knew,  could 
not  be  varied  by  the  votes  of  Michigan;  and  less  hazard 
would,  therefore,  be  encountered  at  this  time  in  proper- 
ly deciding  the  q*icstiun  upon  receivii  g  the  votes  of 
States  in  HmiUr  cinunutances  with  Michigan,  than  at  any 
other  lime.  The  case  of  Missouri,  quoted  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Tennessee  in  support  of  the  second  resolution, 
was  not,  upon  this  point,  a  case  analogous  to  that  of 
Michigan.  Missouri  was  a  State  when  her  electors  were 
chosen,  but  she  was  not  a  State  of  the  Union  when  the 
Iwu  HuuseK  of  Congress  assembled  to  count  the  electoral 
votes  for  Presideni  and  Vice  President.  She  was  not 
admitted  until  some  months  afierwards;  but  the  Stale  of 
Indiana  did  present  a  precisely  ansloguua  ease  to  that  of 
Hich  gan.  Inrliana,  wbenherelectora  werechosen,  bad 
formed  her  constitution  and  State  Government;  but  the 
was  not  admitted  into  the  Union  until  some  lime  in  the 
succeeding  December.  She  became,  however,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union  before  the  electoral  votes  were  count- 
«J.  When  the  two  Houses  assembled,  and,  in  counting 
the  voles,  csme  to  those  of  IndiaiMf  objcoiion  was  made 
to  their  reception.  'I  he  two  Houses  separated.  Some 
discussion  srose  in  both  on  the  subject^  but,  before  the 
point  was  directly  decided  by  either,  a  message  whs  sent 
by  the  House  of  Bcpresentatives  to  the  Senate,  that  they 
were  ready  to  proceed  in  the  count.  When  they  came 
hither  again,  the  votes  tif  Indiana  were  counted,  and 
recorded  among  tlw  etectml  votes  ef  tlic  other  States. 


Such  13  exactly  the  situation  of  Michigan.  But  he  had 
not  ri^en  to  provoke  debate.  Hia  object  was  aimply  to 
protest  against  (he  principle  of  the  aecoud  resolution  r^ 
ported  by  the  Senator  from  Tenneasee,  and  la  ask  for 
himself  and  bis  colleague  the  poor  privilege  of  recording 
their  names  a^inst  it.  He  did  not  know  that  thejr 
would  be  sustained  by  the  vote  of  any  other  Senator 
present. 

Mr.  CLAT  said  that  the  committee  had  followed  ex- 
actly the  course  adopted  in  ibe  case  of  Miasourii  and  tho 
Senators  from  Michigan  woukt  see  that  there  was  to  be 
no  exclusion  of  their  votes,  though  no  use  might  be  made 
of  tbem.  Whether  they  were  counted  or  nni,  the  result 
would  be  the  same.  Now,  when  gentlemen  reflected 
fur  a  moment  upon  the  operations  of  this  Government, 
the  dlfficuities  to  be  aellled,  the  important  q<ieations 
pending,  and  especially  the  one  as  to  the  election  of  a 
Chief  Uagiktrale,  they  would  seeatonee  the  neceuity  of 
avoiding  doing  any  thing  which  would  have  tlw  effect  iA 
creating  excitement,  or  throwing  any  difficulty  in  the 
way  at  this  particular  juncture,  when  they  were  about  to 
decide  on  su  very  important  a  question  as  would  have  to 
be  disposed  of  on  Wednesday  ntxt. 

Witb  regard,  then,  to  what  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan [Mr.  Nobtkll]  had  said  as  to  Michigan  being  simi- 
larly situated  to  Missouri  and  Indiana,  when  they  were 
admitted  into  the  Union,  and  ytt  they  were  permitted 
to  vote,  he  could  not  agree  with  him.  The  ease  of 
Michigan  was  not  exactly  that  of  Missouri,  nnr  that  of 
Indiana.  The  act  of  Congress  passed  admitted  her  on 
certain  condilionn,  and,  having  accepted  those  condi- 
tions, khe  became  a  State,  and  performed  all  her  func- 
tions as  a  Slate,  and  had  given  her  votes  for  President 
and  Vice  Piesidenti  and  but  for  the  formality  of  this  res- 
olution, which  was  deemed  necesssry  by  the  committee, 
she  was  put  upon  precisely  the  same  footing  as  the  State* 
which  bad  been  mentioned.  Whilst,  then,  he  admitted 
there  was  some  slight  difference  between  the  case  of 
Michigan  and  that  of  Miss(;uri  and  of  Indiana,  he  could 
not  admit  that  Michigan  should  vote,  except  in  the  man- 
tier  pointed  out  in  ti.e  resolution;  fur  he  thought,  under 
all  Ibe  circumstances  connected  wiih  this  mailer,  itttrould 
be  belter  lo  take  the  course  recommended  by  the  com- 
mit tee. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that,  notwithstanding  what 
was  said  by  geiillenrien  to  the  contrary,  during  the  de- 
bate on  the  admission  ol  Michigan,  they  would  now  see 
that  she  was  a  State,  de  faetot  at  the  time  she  f.irmed  her 
constitution.  Now,  if  Uiey  applied  the  reason  of  that 
case  to  this,  what  was  the  result/  Michigan  was  not  a 
Slate  in  this  Union  when  her  Seiwtors  were  elected,  nor 
when  she  voted  for  President  and  Vice  President.  The 
case  was  really  a  clear  one,  and  any  reason  which  would 
exclude  these  votes  ought  to  have  excluded  her  Sena- 
tors from  taking  llieir  aeats.on  tliis  floor.  He  did  not 
believe  that  doubtful  questions  of  this  kind  should  be 
waived;  and  this  question  shuuld  be  settled  at  once.  He 
should,  iherelore,  feel  tiimself  bound  to  vote  against  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  LYON  asked  what  course  the  committee  would 
have  recommended  in  case  the  vote  of  Michigan  had  va- 
ried the  result.  Would  Michigan  in  such  case  be  de- 
prived of  her  vole }  Mr.  L.  referred  to  the  vote  of  Indi- 
ana, which,  under  similar  circumstances,  bad  been  count- 
ed, and  contended  that  Michigan  was  as  much  entitled 
to  count  her  vote  as  was  the  State  of  Indiana.  He 
thought  the  Senate  would  not  make  so  unjust  a  discrimi- 
natiuo  between  the  two  Slates  as  the  resolution  coDtem- 
plated,  and  he  would  unite  with  his  colleague  [Mr.  Nob- 
vsll]  in  protesting  against  it. 

Mr.  GHUNDY,  replied  that  the  gentleman  could  not 
expect  him  to  answer  a  question  which  the  wisest  of 
their  predecessors  had  purposely  left  undetermined. 
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Piibiic  Landt. 


Wbkt  nil£ht  be  done  under  the  circumstances  tdverted 
to  by  the  Senilor  Troin  Michigan,  Bhoultl  ibey  ever  oc. 
CUT*  the  wisdom  of  the  d>y  must  decide. 

Mr.  PRBSTON  concurred  in  ftll  the  views  Uken  by 
bis  colleague  in  regard  to  this  queitiun.  He  confessed 
bis  inability  (o  perceive  any  difference  between  admits 
ting-  the  Senators  lo  take  their  seats  in  ttiat  body,  and 
admiUin^  Hictiigan  to  vote  as  the  other  States  or  the 
Union  would  role.  Looking  at  the  matter  in  erery 
point  of  view,  lie  was  willing  that  she  should  be  allowed 
to  vote. 

AAer  a  few  words  from  Mcnrs.  WRBSTER>  GRUN- 
DY, and  CLAY, 

The  queitiou  was  taken,  and  Ibe  first  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  eommtttee  was  tdopled,  without  division; 
and  the  second  was  adopted:  Yeaa  34^  nsys  9,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Da- 
vis, Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewinj;  of  Ohioj  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Gcor- 

Sia*  Knight,  Linn,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Page,  Prentiss, 
ives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Soutbatdt  Swift,  Tip* 
ton,  Tomlinson,  Wright— 34. 

Nats— Messrs.  Cilhoun,  Fulton,  Lyon,  Morris,  Niles, 
Norvell,  freston.  Walker,  Wall— 9. 

Some  struggle  took  place  a*  lo  the  order  of  business. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  expressed  bis  hope  that  the  land 
bill  would  be  IslEen  up,  and  some  Aoal  disposition  made 
of  it,  so  that  tbe  other  basioest  of  the  country  miglit 
proceed. 

Mr.  WALKER  expressed  the  same  desire,  and  baid 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  move  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  inquired  of  Mr.  Walker  whether,  in 
the  general  bill  reported  by  the  bttter  to-day,  there  was 
not  one  section  exactly  the  same  as  one  of  the  sections 
in  this  land  bill> 

Ur.  WALKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  observed  that  it  was  contrary  to 
the  rules  of  the  Senate  that  they  should  have  two  bills 
before  them  at  the  same  time  fur  the  same  thing.  He 
bad  no  objection,  as  at  present  advised,  to  the  principle 
to  which  the  section  related,  which  was  that  of  the  pow- 
er of  a  Stale  to  tax  the  public  lands  within  its  bounds  as 
soon  as  sold,  and  made  the  inquiry  only  that  the  due  or- 
der of  business  might  be  preserved. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  lake  up 

THE  LAND  DILL. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Walk- 
■a.  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
L«nd^ 

Mr.  WEBSTER  Inquired  whether  the  motion  had  not 
been  to  recommit  the  hilt,  with  all  the  amendments 
thereto,  which  had  been  agreed  upon  in  the  Senate,  to 
the  Land  Committee. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that,  by  a  rule  of  the  Senate,  when 
a  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  committee  which  had  re- 
ported it,  all  amtendments  dropped,  of  course,  and  it 
went  back  to  the  committise  in  its  original  form. 

A  diacuaaion  arose  on  tbe  point  of  order,  which  occu- 
pied the  Senate  fur  a  considerable  time,  but  which  was 
finally  arranged  by  the  adoption  of  two  distinct  motions: 
one  to  recommit  the  bill,  (which  went  back  in  its  naked 
formO  and  anoUier  to  commit  to  the  same  committee  the 
several  amendments  made  thereto,  with  the  undL>rstand- 
ing  tbit  the  committee  would  not,  in  sgain  reporting  the 
bill,  change  tite  great  and  leading  points  on  which  ihe 
Senate  had  come  to  a  deliberate  decisiunt  tliough,  on 
points  of  minor  consequence,  and  on  those  not  decided, 
they  would  be  considered  as  at  liberty  to  modiry  it  at 
pleasure. 


Before  the  question  of  recommitment  was  decided  on, 
Mr.  CALHOUN  addressed  the  Senate.  1  sincerely  hope 
(said  Mr.  C.)  that  (be  motion  lor  recommitment  will  not 
prevail.  The  seasiun  is  now  far  advaneedt  but  a  single 
month  more  remain^  and  this  bill  has  already  occupied 
more  than  its  due  share  of  the  time  and  attention  ot  the 
Senate.  The  discussion  whichithaaundergonehaishowo 
that  there  exists  in  this  body  a  great  diversity  of  opinion, 
not  on  the  details  only,  but  on  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
A  large  portion  of  the  Senate  are  under  the  impre&fiion 
that  nothing  ought  to  be  done;  and  among  the  residue 
who  are  in  favor  of  some  bill,  the  differences  of  opinion 
seem  to  be  Irreeonoileable.  If  we  recommit  the  bill,  tbe 
inevitable  consequence  will  be  that  we  ahall  have  a  new 
act  of  propositiona  to  amend  it,  and  a  vast  deal  of  lime 
will  be  wasted  in  vain  attempts  to  reconcile  things  essen- 
tially  irreconcileable.  Fur  myself,  I  believe  the  bill  to 
be  radically  wrong;  and  that  no  modifications  which  it 
is  likely  to  assume  can  ever  render  it  right.  I  bad  in- 
tended lo  say  sometliing  on  the  general  subject,  but  it 
is  now  late,  and  I  forego  much  of  what  it  was  my  pur- 
pose to  have  submitted  to  the  Senate.  1  will,  hou  ever, 
aa  briefly  as  possible,  throw  out  one  Or  two  leading 
views  in  regard  lo  it. 

The  professed  object  of  this  bill  is  to  restrict  ihe  sales 
of  the  public  land)  to  put  down  spccuUtion,  and  to  pre- 
vent (he  accumulation  of  a  surplus  revenue.  Plausible 
objects,  I  admit,  and  such  as  sound  well  to  the  ear;  but 
the  practical  operation  of  the  bill  which  promises  them 
will,  as  I  apprehend,  lead  to  resulu  very  different  in- 
deed. So  many  and  so  subtle  are  the  means  by  which 
those  in  p<>«er  are  able  to  fleece  Ihe  community  with* 
out  the  people  themselves  being  sensible  uf  it,  that  the 
contemplation  of  it  is  almost  enough  to  make  any  lover 
of  his  country  despair,  I  have  long  been  aensible  of 
this(  but  if  I  was  called  upon  to  select  an  instance  which 
more  than  others  forcibly  illustrates  tlie  truth  of  the  re* 
mark,  I  would  refer  any  one  who  doubted  lo  Ihe  pres- 
ent bill.  When  we  closely  examine  in  provisions,  we 
shall  perceive  that,  to  far  from  repressing,  its  effect 
will  be  to  secure  and  consummate  the  most  enormous 
speculation  which  has  ever  been  witnessed  on  this  con- 
tinent. Thia  speculkiion  has  been  produced  by  those  in 
power,  and  the  large  prolits  they  hope  to  realize  are  lo 
be  consummated  by  tlie  passage  of  this  bill.  The  chair- 
man of  (he  committee  himself  has  told  the  Senate  that  a 
body  of  the  public  lands,  greater  in  extent  than-  the 
largest  State  in  the  Union,  has  been  seized  upon  by 
speculatora.  The  Senator  fiom  Georgia  [Mr.  Kino] 
states  the  amount  at  Trom  thirty  to  forty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. This  may  be  an  over  estimate,  but  at  the  lowest 
calculation  the  amount  cannot  be  less  than  twcnly-Gve 
millions.  What  has  produced  thia  vast  investment? 
What  has  thus  suddenly  rendered  tbe  public  lands  an 
object  of  such  enormoui  speculation'  What  but  the 
state  of  the  currency?  Our  circulating  medium  haa 
I  nearly  doubled  within  the  space  of  three  years.  It  bas 
j  increaied  from  an  average  of  six  dollara  and  a  half  per 
I  head,  to  an  everage  of  ten  dulhirs.  And'wbat  has  been 
tbe  natural  and  the  inevitable  effect?  The  rise  in  the 
price  of  every  thing,  the  price  of  which  is  not  kept 
down  by  some  legal  proviaiont  the  price  of  provisiona 
and  of  labor  have  nearly  doubted,  while  the  price  of  land 
ha^  continued  fixed  by  force  of  law.  Is  it,  then,  any 
tiling  wonderful  that  land  under  this  restraint  sliDuld 
have  become  an  object  of  speculation?  There  lies  the 
root  of  the  evil.  This  enormous  augmentation  of  the 
circuUiing  medium  has  filled  all  the  channels  of  ordina- 
ry business  to  repletion,  and  the  overflow  finds  an  outlet 
in  speculation.  But  who  have  been  tbe  authors  of  thia 
state  of  things?  Every  Senator  can  answer  tbe  ques- 
tion. Every  body  knows  that  it  has  been  the  work 
of  those  in  power.   They  began  the  cxperioKnt  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


703 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


704 


Smitb.]  J^ublie  Lands.  [Fkb.  4, 1837. 


1833.  Thty  were  diattnetly  told  what  vouM  be  ihe 
remit.  Tbey  were  wirncd  thst  bank  capital  would  In- 
crease, and  with  it  the  circulation  of  paper  tnoneyi  but 
in  the  face  of  all  arfiument  and  all  warning,  the  experi- 
ment went  on.  The  only  existing  check  which  had 
power  to  control  the  excetaive  inue  of  bank  paper  waa 
put  down.  The  depositei  of  the  public  money  were 
transferred  from  where  the  Uwf  bad  put  them,  and 
placed  in  deposile  banki^  arbitrarily  aelected  it  the 
will  of  (he  Executive.  The  authora  of  the  present 
atale  of  things  are  the  very  men  who  cnme  here  and 
propose  to  us  this  bill  aa  a  remecfy.  These  two  facts 
should  be  put  together,  and  should  be  kept  together, 
in  (he  miod  uf  every  Senator  who  will  form  a  right 
judgment  in  this  matter.  The  removal  of  llie  dc- 
potites  was  the  Brst  siep.  We  are  now  come  to  the 
■eeond  step  in  the  process.  The  men  who  accomplished 
the  Hrat  have  already  profited  by  it  politically,  and,  if 
rumor  spraks  true,  in  other  ways  also.  Does  any  man 
here  entertain  a  doubt  that  high  officers  of  Government 
have  used  those  deposites  as  instruments  of  speculation 
in  the  public  lands^  Is  not  the  fact  notorious?  Is  not 
one  in  the  immediate  neigbborhood  of  the  Executive, 
among  those  the  Doit  deeply  concerned  F  Will  this  be 
denied  f  Is  it  not  well  known  that  leTeral  ofRcert  in  the 
Departmenta  purchased  landa  to  sell  on  speculation, 
with  Ihe  funds  officially  under  their  own  control.'  How 
the  same  combination  of  persons  profited  politically  by 
the  same  movement,  I  shall  show  hereafter. 

Assuming*  then,  what  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  ex- 
cessire  increase  of  the  circulating  medium  produced  by 
the  experiment  is  the  main  cause  of  these  speculations 
in  the  public  lanf),  and  assuming,  on  the  authority  of 
universal  rumor,  that  high  functionaries  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  availed  themselves  of  the  stale  of  things  thus 
produced,  I  come  now  to  what  is  my  main  proposition, 
namely,  that  this  bill  is  calculated  to  consummate  these 
plans  of  speculation,  and  that  williiut  this  measure,  or 
something  equivalent  to  tt,  they  must  end  in  loss. 

[Here  some  explanation  took  alace  between  Mr.  Caj,- 
Hotrx  and  Hr.  W^LKam,  as  to  tlie  alatements  made  by 
the  latter  in  reference  to  the  probable  effect  of  the  re- 
jectinn  of  the  bill.] 

Well,  sir,  be  it  as  the  honorable  chairman  states.  He 
says  now  that,  if  this  bill  shall  not  become  a  lav,  the  pur. 
chases  of  the  public  land  will  continue  to  go  on  as  Ihey 
have  done  for  the  last  year.  Admit  it,  and  what  must  be 
the  consequence  t  Cannot  all  men  perceive  that  in  this,  as 
in  M  other  cases,  over  supply  must  operate  to  reduce 
the  price?  The  honorable  chairman  tells  us  that  the 
amount  of  land  required  fur  fair  and  honest  settlement, 
by  Ihe  progress  of  the  enuntry,  Is  fi^e  m'tlliuna  of  acres 
annually;  and  that  the  amount  taken  upon  speculation 
last  year  was  thirty  milliuns.  if  sn,  then  there  is  already 
in  Ihe  hand*  of  the  speculators  a  «x  yean'  aupply. 
Should  all  the  hind  officea  be  closed  to-morrow,  the 
anrwunt  these  speculatora  hold  would  not  be  absorbed  by 
Ihe  regular  demands  of  the  country  in  less  than  six 
years.  Now,  the  greater  part  of  these  Urge  purchases 
have  been  made  upon  loansi  the  intcreat  is  running  on; 
and  unless  the  sales  shall  be  in  proportion,  do  not  all 
men  see  that  the  accumulation  of  unproductive  land  upon 
their  hands  must  iitfallibly  ruin  those  who  are  engaged 
in  such  speculations.'  Under  such  circumstancca,  the 
help  of  legislation  ia  the  only  thing  that  out  relieve 
them.  I  repeat  it.  Tins  bill,  or  somethir^  like  il,  is 
indispensable.  Il  puis  a  (iitish  to  Ihe  work.  The  land 
offices  being  left  open,  and  no  obstructions  thrown  in 
the  way  of  the  purchase  for  settlement,  we  may  suppose 
that  one  half  of  the  five  millions  annually  n  qnired  wdl 
be  purchased  from  the  Government.  There  will  then 
remain  but  two  and  a  half  millions  to  take  off  the  thirty 
millions  stock  which  the  speealMon  already  hold;  and 


at  this  rate  it  must  be  twelve  years  before  that  stock  can 
be  disposed  oft  and  if  the  atoclE  is  to  be  augmented  by 
new  and  large  purchases  during  Ihe  present  year,  the 
speculation  must  end  in  inevitable  ruin.  The  thing  is 
plain;  it  cannot  be  denied;  il  admits  of  no  demonstration. 

What,  then,  is  resorted  to  to  prevent  this  dissstroua 
catastrophe?  The  anawer  ia  found  in  the  details  of  this 
bill.  And  I  entirely  concur  wilb  the  Senator  from  Ua«- 
sachuaetls  [Mr.  Davis]  in  pronouncing  them  most  odious 
in  their  character.  No  American  citizen  is  to  be  left 
free  to  purcha^  a  portion  of  the  public  domain,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States,  without 
a  license.  Yet,  before  he  can  buy  the  land  wtiicb  his 
own  Government  has  offered  for  sale,  he  must  first  lake 
out  a  licenae.  Odious  as  I  hold  all  licenses  upon  the  presi 
or  licenses  upon  trade,  1  hold  this  to  be  fully  as  obnox- 
toua  as  either.  A  license  to  purchase  the  public  landa! 
t  cannot  buy  myself  a  farm,  though  [  hive  the  money  in 
my  pocket,  till  I  pay  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre  for 
a  license,  and  then  1  do  not  get  a  title  until  1  have  com- 
plied with  the  most  onerous  conditions;  and  if,  after  I 
have  paid  my  money,  I  see  reason  to  change  my  mind, 
I  cannot  leave  the  land  without  forfeiting  all  1  have  paid* 
if  I  find  Uie  situation  to  be  sickly.  1  cannot  remain 
there  withoat  risking  the  Uvea  of  m^  family;  I  cannot  sell 
it  to  one  more  accUKlomed  to  the  climate,  without  incur- 
ring the  pain  of  perjury  as  a  speculator;  nor  can  I  re- 
move without  forfeiting  the  purchase  money.  But  iup- 
poiing  the  settler  remains,  he  is  required  to  consummate 
his  title,  not  in  a  court  of  law  or  before  a  judicial  officer, 
but  before  the  rrgiater  and  receiver  of  Uie  district.  I 
do  not  know  how  Senators  from  the  new  States  may  feet, 
but  this  I  know,  t'-at  nothing  unt^er  heaven  shall  induce 
me  to  place  Carolinians  in  such  circumstances.  The  re- 
gisters and  receivers  of  a  land  office  to  be  judges  in  mat- 
ters of  real  estate!  Why,  air,  these  persons,  for  the 
most  part,  are  political  partisans.  They  have  obtained 
their  offices  as  a  reward  for  services  rendered  at  the 
election.  Has  not  the  doctrine  of  Ihe  spoils  been  open- 
ly avowed  on  this  floor'  llsa  it  not  been  unbluriiin^ljp 
maintained  that  the  party  which  obtains  a  political  vic- 
tory has,  as  a  thing  of  course,  a  right  to  all  the  offices 
of  the  State,  and  to  Ihe  public  money  into  the  bargain, 
so  that  they  may  control  it  entirely  fur  their  own  btrne- 
Gl?  I  have  a  right,  therefore,  to  assume  that,  as  a  gen- 
eral thing,  the&e  registers  and  rpceivers  wilt  be  po1itic:a[ 
partisans.  What,  then,  will  be  the  condition  of  a  large 
portion  of  our  citizens^  Allowing  the  consumption  of 
public  lands  to  be  two  and  a  half  mdlions  of  acres  a  year, 
you  will  have  about  a  hundred  thousand  voters,  the  title 
to  whose  earthly  all  will  be  in  the  hands  of  these  regis- 
ters and  receivers.  Can  any  thing  be  conceived  more 
odious?  Would  the  license  of  the  press  itself  be  a  meaa> 
ure  more  hateful  or  dangerous.'  Sir,  we  have  spent 
tno  much  time  in  considering  ao  monstrous  a  proposition. 
I  hope  we  shall  not  waste  upon  it  another  moment. 

But,  putting  the  political  ciTects  of  iliti  bill  out  of  veiw, 
let  us  inquire  what  will  be  its  moral  influence.  The 
Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wkisht]  told  us  that  he 
considered  the  price  of  public  land  as  already  too  high, 
and  that  be  was  averse  to  placing  it  still  higher.  Sir, 
these  were  his  words;  but  let  us  Took  at  ibe  face  of  the 
bill;  its  practical  elTect  will  be  an  enormous  increase  in 
tbe  price  to  be  paid  for  Ihe  public  domain)  I  put  to  any 
man  of  sound  eomnon  sense,  whether  he  bad  not  rather 
give  two  dollars  an  acre  at  once  for  bia  farm,  and  get  a 
good  title  for  his  land  without  further  difficnliy?  I 
would,  mokt  certainly.  Consider  Ihe  terms  on  which  he 
must  buy:  the  moment  he  enters  his  land  under  this  bill, 
it  becomes  subject  to  Slate  taxation;  but  if  he  buys  from 
the  speculators  it  will  not  be  so.  The  entire  maas  of 
land  purchaaed  last  year,  and  including  some  of  ihc  beat 
parts  of  tbe  public  domain^  if  row  beld  for  talc  free  of 

Digitized  by  Google 


705 


OF  DEliATKS  IN  CONGUKSS. 


706 


Pe«.  6.  l8Sr.]  Jbolilion  of  Slavery.  [Sshati. 


tiulion,  while  land  purehwd  from  the  Government 
must  immediately  be  Uxed.  What  chance  will  the  Uni- 
ted States  lands  have  against  inch  a  compelilton'  None 
at  aH(  the  apeculaturs  will  have  the  complete  monopoly. 
This,  then,  is  a  question  between  the  Gnvernment  and 
the  speculators.  Our  stock  ia  one  hundred  and  twenty 
millioDS^  theira  ia  thirty  millions;  our  land  is  at  a  dollar 
and  a  quarter,  theirs  is  at  not  less  than  three  dullarst  and 
here  is  a  Tair  competition.  But  (his  bill  comes  in,  and 
throws  (he  market  into  the  hands  of  the  speculators.  In 
a.ny  other  than  (heae  extraordinary  times,  one  n-oiiM  hUp- 
pose  that  thess  objections  must  be  fatal  (o  any  bill.  I(  is 
most  obvious  (hat  unless  you  throw  restrictions  round 
the  purchase  of  Und  from  the  United  tttatesi  the  object 
of  the  speculators  must  be  defeated. 

But  we  are  asked,  what  la  (o  be  done  with  all  this 
speculation?  I  answer,  let  it  atone,  and  it  wtti  run  down 
of  itsetr.  The  times  will  react — the  present  state  of 
things  is  artificial — tt  cannot  possibly  ciintinuc.  Specu> 
lation,  after  it  h»a  run  its  cDurse,  will  run  down,  and  that 
with  far  less  injury  than  will  result  from  any  attempt  to 
put  it  down  by  legislation.  If,  however,  you  du  legis- 
late, there  are  many  expedients  besides  that  proposed  in 
this  bill.  In  the  first  place,  you  may  raise  the  price  of 
the  public  lands.  This,  to  be  sure,  will  confer  a  great 
benefit  on  those  who  have  already  purchased;  but  it  will 
check  future  speculation.  1  have,  however,  no  idea 
that  any  such  measure  will  be  resorted  tu(  it  would  be 
very  unpopular;  and  the  object  which  gentlemen  havet 
in  view  must  be  secured  without  the  loss  of  personal 
popularity.  Then,  in  the  second  place,  you  may  shut 
the  land  t>fficea.  This  expedient,  however,  woulil  be 
liable  to  the  same  objections  with  the  othert  for  you  can 
bit  upon  none  which  will  not  either  be  inoperative  alto- 
gether, or  of  great  advantage  to  those  who  have  already 
purchased.  My  opinion,  in  regard  to  the  public  linds, 
has  undergone  a  great  change  during  the  course  of  this 
debate.  I  thought  there  was  a  majority  in  this  Senate 
who  would  resolutely  object  to  all  rash  changes  in  our 
land  system.  I  hoped,  most  confidently,  that  New  Rng< 
land  at  least  would  have  stood  Aot.  I  have  been  disap- 
pmntcd.  I  hoped  that  the  public  lands  would  not  be 
drawn  into  our  political  contests.  But  tn  this,  too,  i  have 
been  entirely  disappointed.  I  see  that  the  era  has  arri- 
ved when  our  large  capilalitts  are  in  a  fair  way  to  seize 
upon  the  whole  body  of  the  public  lands.  This  has  com- 
pelled a  great  change  to  take  place  in  my  mind.  I  greatly 
fear  that  we  have  reached  the  time  when  the  public  do- 
main is  lost  to  the  Government  for  all  useful  purposes. 
We  may,  indeed,  receive  some  amount  of  revenue  from  . 
it,  but  it  will  be  accompanied  with  such  agilations,and  so 
much  (rouble  and  political  corruption,  that  the  gain  will 
not  compensate  fur  the  evil  incurred.  I  have  made  up 
my  mind,  if  a  fair  concession  can  be  made,  to  concede 
the  whole  to  the  new  States,  on  some  fixed  and  well-con- 
sidered condition.  1  am  fur  transferring  the  whole,  on 
the  condition  thai  theysliall  pay  us  a  certain  per  cent, 
of  the  proceeds,  and  submit  to  the  necessary  limitations 
as  to  the  mode  of  bringing  the  lands  into  the  market. 
The  present  system  of  sale  nnl  to  be  disturbed  for  some 
years,  and  after  that  the  principle  of  graduation  to  be 
prudently  introduced.  I  hare  always  felt  the  furce  uf 
the  argument  that  the  new'  States  are  not  now  placed 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  members  of  the 
confederacy.  They  are  full  of  our  land  ofRcers  and  of 
pnbUo  ofReera  under  our  oontrolt  and  in  regard  to  the 
■oil  within  tbeir  limits,  they  sustain  to  tu  a  rehtion  which 
roust  ever  he  productive  of  discontent  and  agitation. 
Whether  a  thing  of  this  kind  can  safely  be  done,  I  do 
not  know;  but  of  this  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  such  a 
measure  would  be  infinitely  better  than  the  scheme  pro- 
posed in  this  bill.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  has  avowed  hia  own  earnest  belief  that 
Vol.  Xm.— 45 


the  evils  of  the  existing  slate  uf  things  are  such  that  even 
a  bill  like  tliis  should  be  resorted  to  as  a  preferable  al- 
ternative, lie  connders  a  surplus  in  the  Treatury  as  a 
great  evil;  (and  so  do  1,  too,  if  it  is  lo  be  permanent.) 
And  his  dread  of  a  surplus  is  so  great  that  it  has  prevent- 
ed him  from  regarding  (he  details  of  thisbillas  I  am  per- 
suaded be  would  have  done,  but  fur  the  biaa  thus  pro- 
duced. 

With  these  views,  I  conclude  by  expressing  my  hope 
that  the  bill  will  not  be  recommitted,  but  that  we  shall 
either  reject  it,  or  suffer  it  to  sleep  by  laying  it  upon  the 
table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  recommitment  of 
the  hill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  S3,  nayi 
30,  as  fulluwsi 

Yias — Messm.  Denton,  Black,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ew- 
iiig  of  lllinoia.  Pulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  HUbbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Huore,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Rives,  Robinson,  Rug- 
(ties,  Sevier,  Walltt  r,  Wrighi— 23. 

Nats— Messrs.  B^tyard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Knight^ 
Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Southard,  Swlfk,  Tipton, 
Tumlinson,  Wal^  Webster.  White— 20. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


MoiTDiT,  Febbvabt  6. 
ABOLITION  OP  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  TIPTON  said  that  he  vtfas  requested  to  present  to 
the  Senate  two  mtmurials,  signed  by  citizens  of  Car- 
roll and  White  counties,  in  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  praying 
Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
These  petitions  (said  he)  are  printed  papers,  couched  in 
language  both  decorous  and  respectful,  and  signed  by  cit- 
izensuf  great  respcctability.  lacknowledge  (said  Mr.  T.) 
the  right  uf  the  people  tu  petition  Congress  for  a  redress 
uf  their  grievances,,  and  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  as  one 
of  their  representaiivcs  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  to 
present  their  petitions,  and  to  ask  for  them  a  respectful 
considerationt  but  I  feel  it  to  be  due  to  the  petitionen^ 
to  the  Senate,  and  to  myself,  lo  state,  respectfully  but 
firmly,  that  my  re6rctions  on  Ihii  subject  have  brought 
me  to  to  a  conclusion  very  different  from  that  which 
they  seem  to  have  arrived  at. 

I  am  unable  to  perceive,  sir,  whence  it  is  that  Con- 
gress derives  the  power  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Our  forefathers,  in  framing  the 
federai constitution,  recognised  the  existence  of  slavery 
in  a  portion  of  the  8ta;tes  of  this  confederacy,  by  permit- 
ting slaves  to  be  enumerated  in  appottioning  representa- 
tives on  the  flour  of  Congress.  Every  attempt  made  by 
citizens  of  the  non-slave  holding  Slates  to  disturb  the 
riglits  of  our  neighbors  to  (his  specie!  of  proper^  dis- 
(mcts  the  peace  of  tlie  country  and  endangen  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Union. 

It  ts  contended  that  Cungress  has  exclusive  legislation 
over  the  District  of  Columbia.'  If  that  be  granted,  it  ia 
but  a  delegated  and  limited  power,  not  original,  deriva- 
tive. Slavery  existed  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  other 
Slatei,  before  the  federal  constitution  was  adoptedi  sla- 
very then  belonged  exclusively  to  the  several  States, 
and  there  it  still  remains;  their  entering  into  the  Unitra 
did  not'yield  to  the  Federal  Government  any  right  to 
interfere  with  (be  question  of  slavery  within  the  States 
or  in  (his  District.  The  SUtes  of  Virginia  and  SlaryUnd 
ceded  to  the  Federal  Government  this  ten  miles  square, 
called  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  a  seat  of  Government 
and  granted  to  Congress  exclusive  legislative  powers 
over  it  fur  that  purpose.  This  power  was  given  to  Con- 
gress by  the  States  for  special  purposes,  and  is  limited, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  grant.  Congress  cannot 
abolish  tlie  right  of  trial  hy  jury,  abridge  the  liberty  of 
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the  pntM,  nor  nubriih  a  nttiontl  church,  inthi*  Diitrictt 
any  more  Ihin  iit-iny  of  the  Stfttesi  nor  da  I  believs  that 
CongrCH  hu  r  riffbl  to  interfere  with  sitvrry  tn  the  Dis* 
trict,  while  Virginia  and  Maryland  continue  to  be  llare 
States. 

Were  it  possible  that  Ihe  petitioners  could  effect  their 
object,  and  abolish  ulaTcry  in  the  District  of  Culumbin, 
thejr  would  erect  a  receptable  in  the  midst  of  two  slave* 
holding  States  for  fanalicaj  abolitionists,  and  lunaway 
ilavee,  wbo  would,  from  their  stronghold  here,  spre^ 
dissatisfaction,  death,  and  destruction,  through  the  sur- 
rounding country.  Could  the  Stales  who  ceded  the 
District  nave  anticipated  such  a  result,  thty  never  wuntd 
have  ceded  it  to  the  United  States.  Mr.  T.  said  he  was 
happy  in  being  able  to  state  tu  the  Senate  that  there 
ircre  but  Ihirly-lhree  nanri  signed  to  these  petitions, 
■nd  llt«t  he  hoped  and  believed  that  thtre  was  hut  a 
■raall  portion  of  hU  constituents  in  favor  of  the  course 
that  the  petitioners  recommended  i  that  he  thought  it 
WH  best  to  meet  this  question  fHirlj;  sn<),  taking  the 
auggestiun  of  an  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  not 
now  here,  [Mr.  Tyler,]  he  would  move  In  refer  these 
petitions  to  the  Commiuee  for  the  Uistrict  of  Columbia. 
Let  that  committee  give  us  a  rrporftlial  will  presents 
full  and  fair  view  of  the  subject.  Thin,  he  thought, 
would  quiet  the  public  mind.  This  course  was  adopted 
lome  yetrs  ago,  when  Congress  was  overrun  with  peti- 
tions for  stopping  the  mail  on  Sunday.  The  memorials 
were  referred  lo  the  appropriate  commiilee,  and  one 
able  report  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  liad  put 
that  exciting  subject  tu  rebt,  as  he  hoped,  furevi-r. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  expressed  the  hope  that  a  question 
would  be  made  on  the  reception  of  the  petitions.  He 
inrisled  that,  if  an  objection  should  be  made  to  the  re- 
ception of  a  petition,  it  was  the  rule,  and  for  forty  years 
had  been  the  practice  of  the  Senate,  to  take  the  vole  of 
reception,  without  a  raotion  not  to  receive,  lie  read 
the  rule  on  this  point,  which  blated  that,  if  there 
was  a  cry  of  the  House  to  receive,  and  no  objection 
ihould  be  made,  or  if  the  House  were  silent,  the  recep- 
tion wuuM  lake  place  oi  course.  Otherwise,  a  role 
must  be  taken  on  its  reception.  Mr.  C.  said  lie  had  in 
vain  insisted  on  this  at  the  last  session.  Me  hoped  the 
Chair  would  now  sustain  the  rule,  before  Mr.  C.  would 
be  compelled  to  move  a  non-reception. 

Mr.  UWING,  of  Ohio,  said  be  supposed  the  question 
before  the  Senate  wss,  as  a  mstter  of  course,  whether 
thejpctition  should  be  received. 

Tne  CHAIR  was  urJerstuod  tn  ssy  that  the  practice 
which  thai  rendered  a  simple  objection  nugniory,  and 
required  a  motion  not  to  receive,  was  erroneous. 

Mr.  EWING.  Such  ia  my  opinion  as  to  the  rulet  of 
this  body.  But  I  rise  to  express  my  regret  that  any  ob- 
jection is  made  to  the  reception  of  these  petilioni.  I 
last  year  expressed  a  most  decided  opinion  sgainat  the 
passage  of  a  law  which  should  carry  into  effect  the 
prayer  of  these  petitionerst  and  my  upinion  is  still  un- 
changed. I  am  a  citizen  of  a  State  in  which  slavery  is 
not  admitted,  and  all  my  habiis,  and  feellrg-,  and  optn. 
ions,  are  averse  to  it,  both  in  principle  and  practice; 
but  I  did  not  then  think,  and  I  do  not  now  think,  iliat  our 
National  Legislature  ou([ht  to  interfere  with  (he  aubject. 
They  ought  not  to  interfere  with  it,  for  it  wotdd  exacer- 
bate  sectional  feelings,  which  ought  to  be  assuaged 
rather  than  excitcdi  and,  injustice  to  the  people  of  the 
District  itself,  U  oug^t  not,  for  they  are  in  the  midst  of 
m  slaveholding  population,  surrounded  with  it  on  all 
aides.  They  themselves  have  been  bred  up  in  the  some 
habits.  We  cannot,  therefore,  as  juut  legialaturs,  act 
for  these  people  in  a  moat  important  matter,  involving 
their  social  condition,  according  lo  the  opiiuons  ana 
wisb«  of  tbMe  who  are  entire  strangers  lo  iheyi  and 
their  condition,  and  agunu  their  own  feelings  and  will. 


We  did  not  receive  a  cess'on  of  this  territory  from  the 
Stales  to  which  they  belnngcd  for  any  such  purpose;  nor 
would  such  ■  measure  be  an  act  of  humanity  toward  the 
slave,  but  the  reverse.  It  would  not  give  liberty  to  one 
human  being.  It  such  a  law  were  about  to  pasF,  all  D-c 
alarea  In  the  District  wtiuld  be  hurried  out  of  it,  and 
sold  to  the  rice  and  sugar  planters  in  the  South;  so  that 
the  cause  of  humanity  would  not  be  tubserved  by  it.  I 
liave  therefore  been,  and  am  still,  opposed  to  the  prayer 
of  these  petitioners. 

Having  expressed  once  more  my  viewsonthissubjec', 
[  will  further  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  great  injustice  has 
been  done  to  these  peliiioners,  here  and  elsewhere. 
They  are  not  inceudlarlen,  but  an  orderly,  riuiet,  con- 
scientious part  of  the  community.  The  opinions  which 
I  expressed  last  year — the  ssme  which  I  now  briefly  re- 
peat — vent  abroad  to  ibem,  and  were  not,  as  1  ever 
heard,  objected  to;  they  alUiw  the  same  freedom  oT 
opinion  which  they  demand,  and  which  I  claim  for  themi 
and  U-t  me  add  that  the y  are  much  miatsken  who  expect 
to  put  down  opinion  by  harshness  or  proscription.  The 
refiisul  to  receive  tbe^e  petitions  is  considered  as  a  de- 
nUI  of  a  constitutional  right,  and  the  tendency  of  our 
course  here  is  to  blend  the  constitutional  right  of  pe- 
tilion  with  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District.  The 
effect  uf  this  ib  easily  foreseen. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  these  petitions  will  be  received,  ami 
referred  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  that  a  report  cnntain- 
ing  reaann  and  argument  will  be  made  by  that  commit- 
tee, and  go  abroad  to  the  people,  it  would  have  a 
better  tffect  on  the  public  mind  than  harshness  either 
of  action  or  expression  here. 

Mr.  TipTON  said,  wlien  he  presented  the  memoriah. 
he  (bought  the  uioial  course  would  be  pursued;  but  he 
was  saliEfled  with  the  decUion  of  the  Chair. 

Mr-  HORUIS,  in  order  lo  obvlale  any  possible  difft- 
cully,  moved  thai  ibe  petition  be  received. 

Mr.  SWIFF  said  he  thought  the  same  respect  oiiglit 
to  be  paid  lo  petitioners  on  this  as  on  any  other  subject. 
The  kind  of  opposition  which  these  petitions  had  met 
with  on  their  presentation  had  very  much  increased  (he 
excitement,  Int>trad  of  putting  it  downt  and  he  ihereffire 
regarded  ilasan  Improper  course,  if  such  were  the  object. 

In  Mr.  S's  S'ale,  these  pelitioners  were  among  the 
most  respectable;  and  he  therefore  felt  unwilling  to 
hare  them  branded  here  as  fitnatica  and  incendiariea. 
Tliey  might  be  mistaken;  but  they  were aa  intelligent  antl 
honeal  as  any  other  people. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  dr- 
cirion  of  the  Chair.  He  hoped  the  old  mode,  which  had 
been  uniformly  practised  till  within  fite  or  six  year::, 
uoidd  now  be  pursued. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  ray  that  an  objection 
was  alone  sufficient  to  produce  the  question  on  rccep* 
tion. 

Several  petltiunt  were  then  presented  on  Uie  nme 

subject- 
By  Mr.  MORKIS:  A  petition  from  2,365  Udies  of  Ohio| 
a  pct't'on  from  3,710  clecto>s  rf  the  State  of  Ohio;  a  pe- 
tition from  780  ele clurs  of  Cu)  ahoga  county,  Ohio;  a  pe- 
tition from  a  number  (  f  Ihe  electors  of  Laporlr,  Indiana; 
also,  two  peliliunii  from  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  one 
from  108  ladies  and  the  other  fri  m  107  men;  all  praying 
for  lite  abolition  uf  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Hr.  GRUNDY  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Moaais]  to  file  with  (he  petitions  the  letter  which  en- 
closed to  him  the  two  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  MORRIS  sa  d  that  the  Tennessee  petitions  were 
endosed  in  a  letter  from  the  Slate  of  Tennesa^  to  a 
citiaen  of  Ohio,  by  whom  ther  •  ere  encloard  lo  him. 

Mr.  WHITE  ask  ed  for  tbe  nam*  of  (he  person  in 
Tennessee  wbo  bad  encloacd  the  petiiioM  to  Obio. 
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Mr.  UORRIS  did  not  recollect  tlie  n»inr,  and  had 
not  brought  the  letter  with  him.  lie  did  not  know  the 
person  who  wrote  the  letter,  but  had  noticrd  that  it 
wrai  post-marked  in  TenncBsee.  As  to  the  citizen  uf 
Ohio  who  had  enclosed  the  petitions  to  him,  he  had  been 
assured  by  a  membpr  of  the  other  llousr,  who  knew  him, 
that  he  was  a  nun  of  the  highest  respectability,  and  that 
Iiis  word  might  be  perfectly  relied  on. 

Hr.  BUCHANAN  suid  he  had  five  memoriaU  to  pre- 
sent, from  two  hun'Jred  and  twenty-nine  ladies  of  Bucks 
county,  Pennsylvanin,  and  two  memoriaU  from  sixiy-one 
uf  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  uf  Philadelphia, 
ukinK  Congren  to  abolish  slarery  and  the  slave  trade 
wUh'm  tbc  UBiirict  of  Columbia. 

Whilst  presentinif  these  memorialx,  he  would  say  thai, 
in  tjkin;  a  retrospect  of  the  course  wh-ch  he  had  pur- 
sued at  the  last  session  in  relation  to  (hii  subjec*,  it  now 
met  his  entire  and  cordial  approbation,  lie  believed 
that  the  discufluoD  which  then  took  place  in  this  body 
had  been  of  essential  Mrrice  in  directing  the  public 
mind  to  this  question.  Its  true  nature  was,  he  thought, 
now  well  understood  in  the  State  which  he  had,  in  part, 
tbe  honor  to  represent.  He  was  convinced  that,  at  this 
lime,  true  policy  would  forbid  any  further  discussion  of 
this  question.  We  should  now  avoid  excitemen*,  and 
le^ve  the  question  to  the  sober  good  sense  of  the  people. 

He  would  vote  in  favor  of  receiving  these  memorials, 
and,  afler  they  were  received,  he  should  move  to  Uy 
ihem  on  the  table.  Tbit  molion  would  prec'ude  discus- 
sion.  and  tliat  was  what  he  dt-sired.  If,  however,  a 
in:tjority  of  the  Senate  should  prefer  again  to  reject  the 
prayer  of  tbtse  memorials,  and  any  Senator  would  make 
thai  motion,  he  should  again  cheerfully  lote  as  he  bad 
done  before.  But  such  a  motion  might  Irad  to  a  pro- 
tracted debate,  which  he  thought  ought  to  be  avoided. 
For  himself,  he'  bad  now  said  all  lie  intended  to  ny  on 
this  que^'tion  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  MORRIS  aaid  the  course  with  which  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  liad  just  eipres&ed  himself  satisfied 
had  greatly  increased  the  number  of  such  petitioners  in 
Ohio,  and  had  caused  the  organization  of  abolition  so- 
cieties in  almost  every  county  in  the  State,  all  contend- 
ing for  tbe  riglit  of  the  peiitionera  ■»  be  heard,  although 
m-tny  disagreed  as  to  the  object  of  the  [letitionert.  Mr. 
M.  urged  that  the  best  and  only  way  to  quiet  agitation 
on  the  subject,  and  prevent  the  increase  of  abolitionists, 
was  for  a  committee  to  make  a  full  report,  which  might 
be  distributed  over  the  country.  Mr.  M.  would  vole  to 
print  any  number  of  such  a  report.  Tlie  people  of  the 
West,  he  maiotained,  were  a  reflecting,  reading,  think- 
ing, judging,  prudent  people}  and  the  great  body  of 
tbeie  petitioners,  as  far  as  be  knew  them,  were  profes- 
■ors  or  religion,  who  acted  on  conicientious  principles; 
and  it  waa  impossible  to  turn  B^e  tlieir  zeal,  even  if  it 
wu  misilirecled,  by  merely  reruung  to  hear  them  and 
answer  their  requests. 

Mr.  M.  declared  his  belief  that  not  one  of  the  peti. 
tioners  wished  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  by  force  or 
violence.  On  tbe  contrary,  citizens  of  the  free  States 
would  be  really  to  aid  in  suppressing  any  such  violence 
in  their  sister  Slates.  Siill  it  was  impossible  to  stop  the 
progress  of  human  inquiry  on  this  as  on  every  other  sub- 
ject; and  the  public  mind  ought,  therefore,  a^i  lar  as  pos- 
a'ble,  to  be  enlightened. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  remarked  that  he  extremely  regret- 
ted that  this  subject  had  been  brought  before  the  Senate 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  It  must  be  recollected 
that  a  very  decisive  vote  bad  been  given  in  this  bndy,  nt 
the  hat  session,  expressive  of  Ibeir  determination  not  to 
act  upon  petitions  oT  a  character  similar  to  tliose  which 
have  just  been  presented;  and  he  could  not  but  feel  a 
deep  regret  ihst  this  subject  was  now  brought  forward — 
a  subject  calcuUted  lo  produce  great  excitement,  here 
and  elteirherr.  ' 


But  as  members  of  this  Senate  had  been  charged  with 
the  presentation  of  memorials,  he  could  not  but  regret 
that  the  lionoruble  Senator  from  South  Carolina  bad  in- 
terposed any  objection  to  the  reception  of  these^memori- 
als.  IIe*believed  that  the  course  pursued  at  the  last 
session  was  the  proper  and  correct  course;  and  that  he 
fully  C'>ncurred  in  the  views  of  the  Xjegislature  of  Netv 
Hampshire  in  relation  to  this  absorbing  subject.  Wheo 
he  rose  to  address  the  Scn  ite,  he  supposed  ibst  he  had 
in  his  drawer  a  paper  containing  a  printed  copy  of  a 
preamble  and  reaolu'ions  which  had  been  sdopted  by  a 
great  majority  of  the  Legislature  of  his  native  Slate.  He 
intended  lo  have  called  for  their  reading,  as  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  very  fully  express  bis  own  Bentimenta  and 
his  own  re<;tingi>,  but  he  had  not  been  able  to  put  his 
hand  upon  the  paper;  and  as  not  many  days  can  elapse 
before  be  can  be  fumiabed  with  an  official  copy  of  the 
document  to  which  he  had  referred,  he  would,  on  pre* 
seniiitg  Ihem  to  the  Senate,  avail  himself  of  the  opportu* 
niiy  lo  expreas  hia  concurrence  therewith.  He  bad  no 
doubt  S4  to  the  course  the  Senate  ought  to  pursue.  Hia 
own  views  upon  this  subject  he  had  very  fully  expreaed 
at  the  last  seasionof  the  Senate.  He  had  reflected  npoa 
the  opinions  he  then  advanced,  and  he  had  seen  no  cause 
for  regret  at  the  grounds  then  tvken  by  him. 

Iletlien  believed,  and  he  still  btlieves,  thst  no  beneficial 
results  would  attend  the  action  of  Congress  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  his  opin- 
ion, an  evil  rather  than  a  good,  would  be  t|ie  eiFect  of 
any  action  on  the  part  of  Congress.  He  was  so  well  ntil- 
fied  with  the  disposition  of  the  memorials  presented  at 
the  last  KCKsion,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District, 
ihatif  the  naf-mnriala  now  presented  should  be  received, 
and  his  friend  from  I'ennsylvsnia  should  not  renew  the 
molion  which  he  then  nude,  to  reject  the  prayer  of 
these  petitions,  be  would  himself  present  aueb  »  motion 
as  a  motion  to  lay  the  whole  mass  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  thought  it  very  desirable  that 
the  Senate  and  the  8('Ulh  should  know  in  what  manner 
these  petitioners  epoke  of  Southern  people.  For  this 
purpose  he  had  selected,  from  the  numercuH  petitioni 
on  the  table,  two,  indiwriminately,  which  he  wished  the 
Secretary  to  read. 

[These  two  petitions  were  read,  and  proved  to  be 
rather  more  mnlerate  in  their  language  than  usual.] 

Such  is  the  language  (said  Mr.  C.)  with  which  tbey 
characterize  ua  and  ours.  That  which  was  the  basis  of 
Southern  inntitutiona,  snd  which  could  not  be  dispensed 
without  blood  and  massacre,  was  denounced  as  sinful  and 
outrageous  on  the  rights  of  men.  And  all  iliia  Wai  pro- 
claimed,  in  tiie  Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  Statei 
that  were  united  together  Tor  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
their  institutions  in  a  more  perfect  manner.  Were 
Soutliern  members  to  sit  quietly  and  hear  themselves  de- 
nounced in  this  manner?  And  if  they  should  speak  at 
all  under  these  circumstances,  were  they  lo  be  de- 
nounced as  agitators'  I'liia  institution  existed  when 
the  cniistttution  was  formed;  and  jet  Senators  would  not 
only  sit  and  receive  them,  but  were  ready  lo  throw  blame 
on  those  who  opposed  them. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  belong  to  the  school  of  those 
who  believed  that  agitations  of  this  sort  cutild  be  quieted 
by  concesiions;  on  the  contrary,  he  maintained  all  usurp- 
ations should  be  resisted  in  the  begiifing;  and  those 
who  would  not  do  so  were  prepared  lo  be  slaves  them- 
selves. Mr.  C.  knew,  and  had  predicted,  that  if  the  pe- 
titions were  received,  it  would  not  avail  in  Utisfying  the 
petiiioiiera;  but  they  would  ihen  be  prepared  for  the 
next  btep,  to  compel  action  upon  tbe  petitions.  Mr.  C. 
would  a»k  3oui4Krn  gentlemen  if  they  did  not  see  the 
aecoiid  step  prepared  to  be  taken,  not  only  that  the  pe- 
titions alunild  be  rec»  ivrd,  but  referred. 

Mr.  C.  had  totd  Hr.  Bocbasait  and  his  friends,  lilt 
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ye»r,  th«t  Ihry  were  Uking  tn  impou^ble  pnailioti;  ind 
had  mid  that  these  men  would,  tt  this  seasinn,  press 
ft  reference.  Were  we  now  to  be  told  that  this  sf  cmd 
concession  woulil  satisry  (his  incendiary  spirit^  Such 
wa*  the  very  po^i'ion  (»  reference)  at  whicli  flie  other 
House  arrived  it  the  laat  Bpstinn.  Had  they  at  all  quieted 
(he  spirit  of  abolition?  On  the  contrary,  it  had  cautcd  it 
to  spread  wider  and  atriltc  its  roots  i-till  deeper.  The 
next  step  would  be  to  produce  discussion  and  urKument 
on  tlie  subject.  Mr.  C.  iosisteil  that  the  South  had  sur- 
rendered essentially  by  permitting  the  petitions  to  be  re- 
ceived. He  sail]  it  was  time  for  the  South  to  like  her 
itand  and  reject  the  petitioni.  He  conicientioiisly  be- 
lieved that  Congress  were  as  much  under  obti^tinn  to 
act  on  the  subject  as  they  were  to  receive  the  petitioni; 
and  that  they  had  jnst  as  pood  a  right  to  abolish  bl  ivery 
in  the  States  as  in  this  District. 

Mr.  C.  said  the  decision  ofth:'  Ctia'r  sctiled  the  ques- 
tion that  the  Senate  h:iil  a  right  tci  refuse  to  receive  the 
petitions!  fur,  if  thry  had  a  right  to  vole  at  all  on  the  sub- 
ject, thoy  had  the  ri^ht  to  vote  in  the  negative)  and 
to  yield  th'ii  point  was  to  yield  it  for  the  benefit  of 
the  abolitioniata,  at  the  expense  uf  the  Senate,  But  it 
waf  in  vain  to  argue  on  the  aubject.  Mr.  C.  would 
warn  Southern  membert  to  lake  their  atand  on  tliis  point 
without  concession.  He^had  foreseen  and  predicted  this 
state  of  ihings  three  years  ago,  as  a  legitimate  result  of 
the  force  bill.  All  Ibis  body  were  now  opposed  to  the 
object  of  these  petition?.  Mr.  C.  saw  where  all  origi- 
nated— at  the  very  bottom  of  society,  among  Ihe  lowest 
and  most  ignorant]  but  it  would  goon,  and  r'.se  higher 
and  higher,  till  it  should  ascend  the  pulpit  and  the 
schools,  where  it  had,  indeed,  arrived  already;  thence 
it  would  mount  up  to  this  and  the  other  House.  1*he 
only  w.<y  to  resist  wag  to  close  the  diiorsi  to  oprn  itif  m 
waa  virtually  to  surrender  the  question.  The  spirit  of 
the  times  (he  said)  was  one  of  dullars  and  centr,  the 
apirit  of  speculation,  which  had  diffused  itself  from  the 
North  to  the  South.  Nothing  (be  said)  could  resist  the 
spirit  oF  abolition  but  the  united  action  of  the  South. 
The  opiniona  of  most  people  in  the  North  and  South 
were  now  sound  on  this  subject;  but  the  ri&ing  genera- 
tion would  be  imbued  by  tlie  spirit  of  fanaticism,  and  the 
North  and  South  would  become  two  people,  with  feel- 
ings diametrically  opposite.  I'hc  decided  .iction  of  Ihe 
South,  within  the  limits  of  the  constitution,  was  iiidis* 
pennable. 

Mr.  TIPTON  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  remarkaof 
the  Senator.  He  thought  there  was  nothing  in  the  pe- 
titions which  had  been  read  to  produce  such  feelings. 
He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nsya  on  the  question  of  re- 
ceptioni  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BATARD  moved  to  lay  Ihe  question  of  reception 
on  the  table,  after  remarking  that  he  believed  this  was 
the  method  which  had  been  usually  pursued. 

This  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nay«,  on  the  call 
of  Mr.  MORRIS,  as  follows: 

Ye4S — Messrs.  Dayard,  Utnton,  R'ack,  Br.iwn,  Bu- 
ebanan,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Cuthberl,  Ewing  uf  ininoi!*, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  AUbams, 
King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Moulon,  Nicholas, 
NorveM,  Page,  Preston,  ilivea,  Kobinson,  Ruggles^  Se- 
vier, Strange,  Walker,  White,  Wright— 31, 

Nats— Messrs.  Davis,  Kwtng  of  Ohio,  Hendricks, 
Knight,  Morris,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Rubbins,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  WhII— 13. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  about  forty  petitions  on  (lie 
same  subject,  from  Massachusetts,  and  one  from  Phila* 
delphia,  and  moved  their  reference. 

The  CHAIR  stated  the  question  to  be  on  thtir  recep. 
tinn.  ' 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  (o  lay  the  question  on  the  table; 
vbicb  was  done  accordingly. 


Mr.  MORRIS  presented  a  petition  from  abolitionists  in 
Ohio,  which  he  said  he  hid  rtceived  during  ibe  prece- 
ding debatet  and  having  n:ovcd  that  it  be  received,  read, 
and  referred,  with  instructiona  (o  the  committee  to  re- 
port on  various  points  which  he  specified, 

Mr.  WHITB  remarked  that  Ihe  two  petitions  from 
Tennessee,  which  Mr.  Moamis  had  before  presented, 
did  not  oricinate  in  that  State.  In  one  *>(  (hem,  the  word 
"Ohio"  had  been  erased,  and  "  Tennessee"  substituted; 
and  llie  place  in  the  other  was  left  blank,  go  that  it 
might  have  come  from  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  he  barely  wished  to  coF' 
rect  an  impression  of  the  Senator  from  South  CaroltnB« 
[Mr.  CaLKovM,]  that  there  was  a  material  diflerenee  be- 
tween the  action  on  the  petit'ronsat  (his  session  and  Ihe  hut. 
A  great  proporlion  of  the  petitions  at  the  laat  session 
were  laid  on  the  table  precisely  in  the  same  manner  IS 
had  just  bei'n  done  on  motion  of  Mr.  BAT^no.  The  ques- 
tion of  reception  at  Ihe  last  session  was  not,  at  first,,  dis- 
cussed at  all.  Rut  when  the  question  on  reception  waa 
taken,  Mr.  K.  had  voted  in  fuvor  of  receiving  the  peti* 
tiona,  and  he  ahnuld  atill  do  so  if  the  queation  should  ariie* 
He  thought  Ihe  Senate  ougt.t  to  take  a  ground  on  which 
they  could  stand  with  all  parts  of  the  country.  South- 
ern Senators,  he  aaid,  had  been  accused  uf  becoming  rec- 
reant to  the  rights  of  their  constituents.  But  the  re- 
ception, he  mainlairred,  was  a  mere  matter  of  form,  to 
satisfy  the  conatitulionai  scruples  of  some  of  the  Senators. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he,  for  one,  was  extremelj 
pleaded  with  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  (that  a  mere  ob- 
jection required  a  vote  nn  the  reception  of  the  petitioni.) 
But  he  ought  to  go  further,  ami  put  the  question  of  re- 
ception, whether  the  petition  were  objected  to  or  not. 
According  to  the  rule,  he  said,  the  burden  of  making  a 
motion  to  receive  should  fail  on  those  presenting  the  peti- 
tions. Mr.  C.  had  formerly  pressed  Ihe  Chair  twice  on 
this  point,  but  was  then  overruled.  The  question  was, 
whether  we  were  bound  to  receive  the  petitions  by  the 
corstitiition.  That  question  the  Chair  had  now  yielded, 
and  had  admitted  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  (be  body  it- 
self to  say  whether  or  not  the  petitions  should  be  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  C.  agnin  argued  that,  if  Congress  were  bound  to 
receive  petitions,  they  were  equally  bound  to  refer  and 
act  upon  them. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  aEler  adverting  to  the  deep  reetin^ 
which  was  always  excited  in  his  mind  when  this  subject 
came  up  for  discussion,  observed  that  it  was  a  great  er- 
ror on  the  part  of  Southern  gentlemen  not  to  separate  in 
this  matter  things  which  should  never  have  been  united. 
Some  of  these  piflitinns  related  to  (he  abolition  of  slave- 
ry in  (he  District  of  Columbia,  while  others  prayed  for 
(he  prevention  of  what  they  denominated  the  slave  trade 
in  that  District.  The  iwo  questions  were  entirely  difTer* 
ent,  and  nught  not  to  be  blended  together.  Mr.  S.  then 
adverted  to  the  practice  of  slave-dealers  resorting  to  this 
District,  and  making  it  a  mart  for  tlieir  traffir,  in  Ihe 
conducting  of  which  great  abuses  were  perpetrated,  both 
in  the  sale  of  slaves  who  had  been  stolen  from  their 
masters,  and  of  others  who  never  had  been  enslavcfl  be- 
fore. Mr.  S.  anught  no  interference  with  that  relation 
of  master  and  servant  which  was  recognised  by  the  lawi 
of  some  of  the  States,  and  was  protected  by  (he  constitu- 
tion. Rut  into  the  latter  question  he  wss  willing  to 
look,  not  as  a  Northern  or  as  a  Southern  man,  but  in  re* 
lation  to  the  great  principles  of  government  and  of  the 
Federal  Union,  in  this  he  was  but  following  (he  lead  of 
gentlemen  from  the  South.  It  was  from  Ihem  that  the 
proposition  hadfirst  eomei  and  the  tuppreasion  of  crimes 
of  tills  kind,  ins'ead  of  aggravating  those  evils  which  the 
South  most  feared,  would  go  far  toward  allaying  the 
spirit  which  sought  to  interfere  wi<h  slavery  in  the 
Southern  Stales.     The  abuses  he  adverted  to  would 
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never  be  tolerated  at  the  Soutbi  why,  then,  thou)d  ihey 
be  BiifTered  here^ 

Mr.  PRE3  TON  replied  with  (treat  warmth,  anJ insist- 
ed that  the  distinclion  in«de  by  Mr.  Sodtiijlkd  W3R  ■  dis- 
linctmn  witliniit  a  difference.  He  objected  to  all  inter' 
ference  with  the  subject  in  any  shape.  The  proposition 
wat  (leluflive,  and  he  regretted  that  it  had  been  advanced 
by  the  Senator  rrom  New  Jeraey.  The  South  wu  aore 
nn  the  subject.  The  attacks  made  upon  them  were  vio- 
lent and  inceswtnt.  Their  nervea  were  irritated.  Prop- 
ositions to  meddle  with  the  slave  trade  in  the  District 
were  but  »n  entering*  wedge.  IT  Conf[re»s  once  tampc  r- 
ed  with  the  rii^Iits  of  slavehoiders  at  all)  if  the  subjrct 
gut  the  leait  fnothoM  in  the  Senate,  he  would  not  g:ive  a 
rush  fi>rlhe  rif^hls  of  the  South.  He  complained  of  II. e 
imputations  cast  by  implication,  in  these  petitions,  on  the 
people  of  the  South,  as  violators  of  the  laws  of  Goil,  and 
living  in  open  vice  and  wickeJnes<<,  practising  a  slandii>g 
ain,  corrupting  their  own  morals  and  those  of  their  chil- 
dren. He  considrred  himself  as  involved  in  the  general 
denunciation.  The  charge  was  individually  insulting, 
and  was  utterly  false  and  cahtmniouSf  whether  in  its  gen- 
eral or  particular  application.  He  denied  that  the  lan- 
guage of  the  petitioners  was  respectful  and  decoroua;  it 
cast  foul  and  fjise  aspersions  on  him  and  his  constituents, 
nnd  ought  not  to  be  admiited  into  the  Senate.  He  would 
not  atoop  to  argue  the  truth  of  the  charge;  he  pleade<l  to 
the  jurisdiction;  the  Senate  had  no  right  to  entertain  iti 
tbe  South  would  not  consent  to  be  arraigned  at  this  bar. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  defended  the  position  he  had  taken. 
In  the  vehemence  of  feeling,  men  were  often  unnbte  to 
lee  distinctions  that  were  sufficiently  obvious  and  palpa- 
ble in  ihyir  cooler  momenls.  He  appealed  to  tlie  whole 
history  of  his  life,  to  show  that  he  ha<l  not  advocated  the 
principles  of  the  abolitionists.  He  hAl  cast  no  imputa- 
tion whatever  on  the  people  of  the  South.  He  again  ad- 
verted to  the  course  of  distinguished  Southern  gentlemen 
In  reprobating  the  manner  in  which  the  trHfiic  in  slaves 
was  conducted  within  the  District,  and  even  to  bills 
whidi  had  been  inlroduced  by  them  into  Congress  fur 
the  purpose  of  suppressing  it.  All  he  asked  was,  that 
two  propositions,  so  entirely  distinct  as  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  and  the  suppression  of  crimes 
and  enormities  in  the  tmfRc  in  slaves,  should  be  kept 
distinct  from  each  other.  The  one  he  would  not  touch, 
and  had  always  refused  to  touch;  but  on  the  other  he 
was  prepared  to  act.  He  complained  that  his  propo- 
sition had  been  represented  as  delusive,  and  utterly  dis- 
claimed all  intention  of  a  gradual  interference  with  the 
rights  of  the  South. 

Mr.  PRESTON  admitted  that  Southern  gentlemen, 
especia'ly  Mr.  Randolph,  had  taken  the  ground  adverted 
to,  but  he  strenuously  insisted  on  the  difference  of  cir- 
cumstance!). The  country  had  not  then  been  filled  with 
abolition  pruiciplest  and  what  might  then  huve  been  done 
very  safely,  would  now  be  dangerous  in  the  extreme. 
Nothing  eouM  be  done  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
Disti'ict  that  would  not  immediately  sfTect  alt  llie  South, 
lie  knew  nothing  of  the  abuses  to  which  Mr.  Southibd 
referredt  but  he  knew  how  the  persons  who  got  up 
these  petitions  were  skilled  in  dwelling  on  themes  of 
that  kind,  and  iii  presenting  false  and  exaggerated  pic- 
tures, with  m  view  to  muse  the  reelingsortbecommunity, 
«ild  inflame  the  fanaticism  which  was  so  widely  kindled. 
Sure  he  was  that.  If  Mr.  Randolph  could  now  be  on  that 
floor,  he  would  be  the  very  last  man  to  advocate  a  tam- 
pering with  this  subject. 

Mr.  DAYARD  observed  that  it  was  very  apparent  that 
this  was  an  exciting  subject,  and  he  had  made  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  two  ques- 
tiona  of  the  rigbt  of  petitions  being  received.  The  con- 
stitution, as  at  first  draughted  and  presented  to  the  States, 
Mttl  nothing  about  tbe  right  of  petitioni  nur  need  it,  for 


that  eight  did  not  depend  on  the  constiiulioo,  but  must 
pertain,  of  course,  to  every  people  under  a  representa- 
tive Government  of  any  form.  But,  when  the  constitu- 
tion was  reviewed,  a  clause  was  inserted,  not  to  confer, 
but  to  guard,  this  right  of  petition.  It  did  not  declare 
that  the  people  had  the  right  In  petition,  but  it  prohibit- 
ed Congress  from  passing  any  Uw  to  prevent  them  from 
assembling  and  exercising  that  right.  Mr.  B.  then  made 
some  observations  on  the  rules  ol  the  Senate  in  reference 
to  the  reception  of  petilionn,  and  quoted  the  journal  to 
show  that,  under  the  rule,  the  question  of  reception 
might  be  raised,  if  any  member  chose  to  call  for  it.  The 
presentstion  of  a  petition  was  in  Itself,  virtually,  a  motion 
that  such  petition  be  received,  and,  if  no  objection  was 
made,  the  reception  followed  of  course,  and  the  petition 
might  be  referred  or  diapoaed  of  as  the  Senate  thought 
fit.  But  if  any  one  objected,  the  question  of  reception 
must  be  put,  and  that  question  was  subject  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the 
question  of  the  reception  of  the  petition  now  before  the 
Senate  upon  the  table.  Ho  withdrew  the  motion,  at  the 
req'iest  "f 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  who  wished  to  present  some  peti- 
tions with  which  he  had  been  charged  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, so  that  the  whole  might  be  included  under  one. 
Having  presented  several  petitions,  he  stated  that  the 
petitioners  were  undoubtedly  of  the  opinion  that  these 
ten  miles  square  were  the  common  property  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States;  that  they  had  a  common  inter- 
est in  its  C')ni1ition,  and  in  the  character  of  its  legislattoni 
and  he  repeated  the  sentiment  which  he  had  often  he* 
fure  expressed,  that  the  prudent  and  expedient  course 
would  have  been  to  refer  these  petitions  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  District,  and  let  that  committee  present  a  re- 
port upon  them.  As  to  the  right  of  petition,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware  was  certainly  right;  nor  did  the 
right  of  reception  rest  on  any  rules  of  the  House;  it  bad 
a  deeper  foundation  in  the  right  of  citizens  to  addreu 
their  Government  on  what  they  conceived  to  be  grievan- 
ces.  The  riglit  nf  petition,  though  more  emphatic  in  a 
republic,  belonged  to  the  people  under  all  Governments, 
unless,  indiett,  a  Government  like  thst  of  Turkeyi  for 
even  Governments  usually  denominated  despotic  wcrestip- 
posed  in  theory  to  he  formed  for  the  gof>d  of  the  people, 
and  to  proceed  from  them.  It  was  obvious  enough  that 
the  relation  of  Congress  to  tbe  people  of  the  District  was 
peculiar,  and  its  inhabitants  very  naturally  thought  that, 
m  a  matter  which  immediately  concerned  themselves,  it 
was  fit  that  they  should  t:ike  ihe  lesd.  Most  of  the  pe- 
titions referred  to  two  objects:  one  was  the  total  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  Disirtet,  the  other  was  the  regulation 
of  abuses  connected  with  It,  some  of  which  were  ex- 
tremely offensive  to  the  moral  sense  of  Ihe  community. 
As  the  subject  was  one  of  common  interest,  if  a  petition 
was  decorous  in  its  language,  it  was  the  right  of  the  pe- 
titioners to  have  it  received  and  considered,  nut  to  have 
It  hied  away,  and  a  resolve  immediately  passed  not  to 
consider  it.  Such  a  proci  ss  was  not  in  any  proper  sense 
the  receiving  of  Hie  petition.  The  receiving  virtually 
involved  some  considemlinn,  and  he  could  not  see  how 
the  Senate  fulfilled  its  duty  unless  this  was  done. 

Mr.  DAYARD  further  explained  the  grotmd  he  had 
;  before  taken.  Whilethe  people  under  every  represents- 
'  tlve  Government  had  a  right  to  petition,  the  Legislature 
had  a  right  to  judge  of  the  petition,  when  received.  Sup- 
pose a  petition  sliould  be  presented  to  Congress  praying 
them  to  pasi  a  resolution  that  there  is  no  God,  or  that 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be  beheaded,  or  any 
other  request  equally  extravagant,  would  ilie  Senate  be 
obliged  to  entertain  itf  Certainly  they  had  a  right  to 
exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  the  case,  and  that  fur  this 
reason:  these  petitions  did  not  possess  tbe  dignity  or 
authority  of  having  emanated  from  the  majesty  of  the 
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whole  people.  It  w»  tssuminf;  too  much  to  ny  tli«t 
ihey  apoke  the  voice  of  the  people.  They  were  iome- 
timcii  ligned  by  Mven>l  ihouund  pelUionervi  but  what 
wu  thiMf  in  compBruon  lo  the  people  of  the  United 
Stateif  Ifthe  whole  people  spoke.  CongrreBs  would  hive 
no  discretion  in  the  mtttcr. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  that  he  had  entertained  the 
hope  that  the  first  decision  in  reference  to  these  petilions 
would  have  been  the  Isst.  [le  had  hoped  that  lliey 
would  all  have  been  suffered  to  accuraulate,  and  that  one 
decision  would  have  settled  the  whole.  Me  regretted  lo 
ftnd  that  there  wai  a  eorpt  de  rtttnrt  that  tome  had  been 
kept  back  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  the 
same  manner  as  had  been  done  by  him  last  year. 

Ur.  WEBSTER  explained,  and  observed  that  he  hiid 
not  been  in  his  seat  when  the  petitions  had  been  present- 
ed in  the  mori.ing. 

Ur.  cur H  BERT  said  that  so  far,  then,  he  withdrew 
the  charge^  but  he  proceeded  lo  refer  lo  certain  resolu- 
tions which  had  been  adopted  in  Boston,  in  1819,  in 
which  that  gentleman  hod  been  concernedi  one  of  which 
declared  that  Congress  had  autliorily  to  act  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  other 
that  Congress  had  power  to  regulate  the  transfer  uf  slaves 
from  one  State  to  another.  He  adduced  this  to  ahow 
that  propositions  on  this  subject  did  not  stand  insulated, 
but  as  fut  as  one  waa  yielded  another  was  pressed  on. 
Was  it  surprising  that  the  indignation  of  the  South  should 
be  raised  to  the  highest  pitch  on  witnessing  ilie  com- 
mencement of  a  course  which  was  to  end  in  the  ruin  of 
the  country  F  It  was  alleged,  indeed,  that  there  were 
some  points  on  v,  hich  Congress  might  act  without  Uading 
to  that  train  of  evils  so  justly  apprehended  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  South.  But  he  appealed  lo  every  Southern 
Senator  to  say  whether  Congress  eoald  touch  the  amall- 
eat  mite  connected  with  the  entire  subject,  without  send- 
ing a  thrill  of  dread  and  horror  through  all  the  South. 
All  who  understood  tlie  human  heart  must  be  aware  that 
when  a  great  and  widely  diffused  scheme  of  sllrgf  d  im- 
provement was  on  foot,  the  smallest  acquisition  could 
n'lt  be  made  without  ezcitinga  hope  among  ila  advocates 
or  final  success.  The  very  smallest  concession  by  this 
body,  in  reference  to  slavery,  w<tuld  imraedia!ely  be 
made  to  ring  through  the  Unioni  ye%  through  the  world, 
as  giving  ground  lo  expect  that  the  abolitionists  would 
at  last  gain  all  that  they  sought.  The  cry  would  be 
raised,  we  guin  one  point  to-dity,  and  another  to-mur- 
rnw;  and  the  aUvcholdera  conet-de  one  thing  aHer  an- 
other, until  ilie  ^reat,  the  long-sougl»,  Uie  inappreciable 
benefit  of  liberalmg  the  laat  aUve  will  have  been  accom- 
pliahed.  And  were  gentlemen  prepared  to  sow  that 
seed,  the  harvest  of  «  hich  must  be  universal  blood  and 
devastation? 

.  Mr.  C.  took  another  view.  Since  the  agitation  nf  the 
abolition  doctrine,  there  had  been  established  a  medium 
of  intercourse  with  the  alaves  of  the  Soulhf  through 
which  they  were  made  to  understand  whatever  is  dune 
in  Congress.  Take  one  step  in  this  matter,  and  could 
any  one  satisfy  the  slaves  lliat  that  step  would  be  the 
laat*  It  was  impossible.  The  Uast  tampering  with  the 
subject  would  excite  apprehensions  in  tlie  South  which 
nothing  could  Hllayt  would  raise  hopes  at  the  Noith 
which  nothing  could  quench,  and  would  excite  in  the 
bo'ly  of  the  slaves  themselves  expectations  which  must 
render  them  restless  and  discontented,  fie  concluded 
by  iirghig  a  total  abstinence  from  all  interference  with 
the  subject. 

Ur.  WEBSTER,  after  referring  to  what  had  been 
SMd  aa  to  keeping  back  peiitiona,  and  ohservinj;  that  he 
presumed  Senators  were  at  liberty  In  chouse  their  own 
time  fur  attending  t-o  their  own  matters,  and  regulating 
themselves  by  their  views  of  the  convenience  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  tiM  despatch  of  pubrw  buiineas,  went  on  to  speak 


of  the  rf  solutions  lo  which  Mr.  CimiatBT  had  referred. 
He  had  no  recollection  of  the  circumstance  alluded  to» 
or  of  what  the  resolutions  contained)  but  there  wu  not 
in  his  mind  a  particle  of  doubt  that  Congress  had  an  nn- 
questionable  right  to  regulate  the  subject  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  simply  because  they  constitu> 
ted  the  exclusive  Legislature  of  the  District.  It  appear- 
ed to  him  little  short  of  an  absurdity  to  think  that  there 
were  certain  subject!  which  must  be  tied  up  from  all  le* 

f^islation.  And  as  to  the  otiier  puiiit,  the  right  of  rega- 
ating  the  Iransfer  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another, 
he  did  not  know  that  he  entertained  any  doubt,  because 
the  constitution  gave  Congress  the  right  ttrregulate  trade 
and  commerce  between  the  Stales.  Tnde  in  whaU  In 
whatever  wsg  the  subject  of  commerce  snd  ownership. 
If  slaves  were  the  subjecla  of  ownership,  then  trade  in 
(hem  between  the  Siatea  was  subject  to  the  regulation 
of  Coogresa.  Dut  while  he  held  tlits  opinion,  he  had  ex- 
pressed none  on  the  one  side  or  the  o'ner  a^  to  (he  mat- 
ter of  expediency.  He  thought  that  ought  lo  be  diseua* 
sed  by  those  »ho  were  most  concerned  in  it.  A  alron^ 
appeal  had  been  made  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Cilhouk]  on  the  moral  and  religious  aspect  of 
this  subject.  The  pet'itioners,  be  believed,  felt  fully 
sware  uf  tlie  extent  of  those  considerations;  but  while 
he  held  the  riglit  of  Congressto  act  onjlhese  petitions, 
he  thought  the  more  prudent  course  would  be  simply  to 
refer  them]  and  so  as  to  the  other  subject,  far  he  it  from 
him  to  say  that  it  waa  expedient  for  Congress  (o  inter- 
fere, and  to  attempt  to  regidaie  vhe  commerce  in  slaves 
between  the  States.  It  may  have  been  discussed  so  far 
as  related  to  the  passage  of  laws  to  prevent  sLrcs  fron 
running  away,  or  restore  them  when  they  had. 

[Ml*.  SouTBABS  was  here  understood  to  say  that  lawi 
had  repeatedly  been  passed  on'that  suiiject.] 

Mr.  W.  then  asked  whether,  instead  uf  exhibiting  fo 
much  indignation  that  he  should  in  1819  have  had  any 
thing  to  do  in  carrying  such  resoluiinns  as  hid  been  re- 
ferred to,  it  would  not  have  been  better  to  ahow  that  the 
constitution,  in  speaking  of  trade  and  commerce  be- 
tween the  States,  did  not  mean  to  include  alaveaf  While 
so  much  pains  were  exhibited  to  resist  informallon  on 
one  side,  there  should  not  be  pains  to  misrepresent  on 
the  other.  To  maintain  the  right  oT  Congress  was  one 
thing,  to  hold  the  expediency  of  exercising  it  was 
anot  her. 

Mr.  CUTIIBERT  replied,  and  said  that  (he  country 
now  knew  what  were  the  sentiments  of  the  genllemao 
from  UMuchusettSk  and  it  would  be  impossible  for  tiion 
to  give  any  other  cast  to  them  than  an  encouragement  to 
legiitlation  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  time  and  the 
circumst>inces  under  which  the  resolutions  were  adopted 
rendered  this  impossible.  They  had  been  passed  in 
I819,jusl  arter  the  issue  of  the  Missouri  questiont  taken 
in  connexion  with  the  lime  and  (he  circumstances,  the 
doctrines  in  the  resolutions  were  calculated  to  revolt  the 
whole  Southern  Slates,  nay,  lo  revolt  the  entire  Unioiu 

Ur.  WEBSTER  called  upon  the  Senator  lo  remember 
that  he  had  not  admitted  that  the  doctrines  referred  to 
were  contained  in  those  resolutions. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  made  a  few  remarks,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  show  that  the  right  of  petition  in  the 
people  was  perfectly  compatible  with  the  rules  of  Con- 
greHs  as  lothe  consideration  of  petition^  whtn  presented; 
in  illustration  of  wh'ch  position,  he  referred  to  a  peti- 
tion recently  presenttd  by  the  Bullion  of  Great  Britun, 
on  the  stibject  of  copy-right.  There  was  no  obligation 
on  the  part  of  Congress  to  receive  memorials;  it  was 
wholly  discretionary;  and  so  it  might  be  in  a  multitude 
of  -other  cases.  On  the  general  subject,  all  the  South 
were  perfectly  sgrccd,  Wlmtever  he  himstlf  possessed 
vf  earthly  good  was  connected  with  the  teoiire  of  slave 
properly,  and  be  perfectly  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
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from  Smith  Carolinft  [Mr.  Calhouit]  aa  to  my  inUrfe- 
rcoee  witn  it. 

Mr.  Rives  mid  he  had  witnetsed  the  whole  coarse  of 
this  discussion  with  great  pain  and  mortification.  He 
did  not  say  which  side  was  to  blames  but  he  could  not 
help  observing  that  gentlemen  from  non-slavebolding 
States  stood  in  avery  different  position  Trom  their  South- 
ern brethren.  They  might  sit  with  great  coolness,  and 
indulge  all  the  delicacy  of  their  feelings  with  impunity. 
They  had  no  cause  to  be  disturbed  in  relation  to  their 
own  communitiesi  but  when  they  came  on  that  flour,  and 
gratuitously  put  forth  their  notions  on  a  subject  which 
BO  deeply  concerned  others,  he  contended  that  they 
were  aggressors,  and  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
were  acting  on  the  defensive.  To  present  %  petition,  if 
respectful  m  its  language,  was  a  duty  which  Senaton 
were  bound  to  pertornt  bat  when,  not  satisfied  with 
ihif,  they  came  forward  and  volunteered  their  own  views 
on  so  hazardous  and  delicate  a  subject,  and  claimed  for 
this  Government  new  powers,  (he  calculation  must  be 
extraordinary  on  the  passiveness  of  the  South,  if  gentle- 
men suppiite  they  were  to  tit  in  ^lence.  If  a  solemn 
deeisio:!  of  the  Senate  vai  entitled  to  command  respect, 
he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from  Hasaa- 
chosetts  to  the  overwhelming  majorily  by  which  it  had 
pronounced  the  determinaton  that  the  subject  of  slavery 
in  the  District  was  not  to  be  contested  on  that  floort  a 
majority,  if  be  recollected  right,  of  34  to  6.  AFter  such 
an  expression  of  the  views  of  this  body,  could  any  gen- 
tleman persuade  himself  that  it  was  wise  and  patriotic  to 
throw  into  the  Senate  such  %  firebrand? 

The  Senator  from  Massaehusetti  held  that  thtere  was 
no  value  in  the  reception  of  petitions,  unless  it  were  done 
in  substance  as  well  as  farm,  and  the  petitions  were  duly 
considered.  But  the  Senate,  the  veiy  moment  memo- 
rials on  this  subject  had  been  received,  instantly  turned 
round  and  rejected  them.  Now,  would  gentlemen  have 
■o  little  regard  to  the  peace-of  the  whole  community  as 
not  to  abstain  from  agitating  a  subject  of  this  kunU 
The  geptleman  from  Massachusetts  had  taken  occasion 
not  only  to  read  sentiments,  from  (he  memorialu,  which 
were  obnoxious  to  the  South,  but  had  volunteered  the 
expression  of  his  own  opinion  as  lo  the  constitutional 
power  of  Congress  over  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Wherefore  introduce  that  subject 
■gain.'  Why  put  forward  the  expression  of  an  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  regulation  of  (rule  in  slaves  between 
the  State**  to  warrant  which  (be  Senator  could  find 
nothing  in  the  statute  book^  He  had  told  the  Senate 
(bat  laws  had  been  passed  on  that  subject,  and  with  the 
sanction  of  the  South.  Mr.  R  juined  issue  with  the  Sen- 
ator, and  called  on  him  to  point  to  the  law.  He  was 
very  confident  there  was  none.  As  (o  the  laws  to  which 
be  presumed  the  reference  had  been  made,  they  did  nut 
(ouch  tlie  ffiatter.  Laws  to  prevent  the  escspe  of  slaves, 
or  to  secure  their  restoration*  were  only  in  fulfilment  of 
the  constitution,  which  expressly  provided  for  the  de- 
livering up  of  ninawayst  and,  so  fur  from  being  an  unfa- 
vorable interference  with  the  tenure  of  alave  properly,  it 
was,  on  the  contrary,  a  recognition  of  the  right  in  stave*, 
and  a  guarantee  of  that  right.  Mr.  R.  had  no  objection 
that  Senators  should  present  their  petitions,  but  he  pro- 
tested against  the  gralintuus  exUibitioa  of  these  horrid 
pictures  of  misery  which  had  no  existence.  He  was  not 
in  fnvor  of  slavery  in  the  abstract.  On  that  point  he  dif- 
fered with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cxi,- 
HOVK.]  But  it  was  an  existing  institution;  it  w»s  recog- 
nised and  protected  by  the  constitution,  and  he  waa-at  a 
loss  to  conceive  why,  on  a  subject  of  this  character,  hon- 
orable Senatora  would  permit  ihemselves  to  throw  fire- 
brands into  that  chamber.  The  only  pscificating  coorae 
was  that  which  had  been  proposed;  which  was,  to  lay  (he 
questioa  of  reeeplion  on  ue  table.   And  gentlemen 


might  be  assured  that,  as  often  as  these  petitions  were 
presented,  the  preliminary  question  of  reception  would 
be  moved,  and  that  motion,  with  its  appendages,  would 
as  often,  he  hoped,  be  laid  on  the  table.  Was  the  mis- 
erable farce  of  receiving  these  petitions,  and  then  imme- 
diately rrjeethig  them,  a  Uiing  worth  contendii^  fur? 
Surely  not. 

Mr.  R.  strongly  disclaimed  all  desire  to  exoHe  jeal- 
ousy or  ill  feeling,  but  reminded  Northern  gentlemen  of 
the  very  dtiferent  circumstances  in  which  they  stood  to- 
wards this  subject.  They  might  stir  it  with  perfect 
safety  to  their  constituents,  and  possibly  with  benefit  to 
Ihemselvest  but  it  never  could  be  mooted  on  that  floor 
wilhoat  exciting  the  profoundest  feeling  throughout  the 
South.  He  begged  gentlemen  to  desist  from  such  a 
course.  He  used  the  language  of  expostulation,  not  of 
menace,  although  he  felt  that  a  proud  consciousness  of 
Southern  rights  might  well  warrant  him  in  the  use  of 
other  language.  He  appealed  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
Senator  from  Hassachusetta.  He  bad  on  other  occasions, 
and  especially  in  defence  of  that  very  Union  which  is 
now  again  threatened,  given  proofs  of  it.  Mr.  R.  did 
not  doubt  or  call  it  in  question.  But  he  appealed  (o 
that  feeling,  and  besought  that  Senator,  and  all  others, 
to  let  this  subject  alone — not  lo  invade  the  peace  of  the 
firesides  of  their  brethren,  and  not  to  persist  in  a  course 
which  Southern  men  could  view  in  no  other  light  than 
as  an  aggression  upon  their  dearest  interesla.  When 
petitions  were  brought  forward,  the  only  proper  course 
was  that  which  had  been  pursued  on  his  own  motion 
last  year,  and  which  had  now  been  renewed  in  so  hon- 
orable and  peace-loving  a  spirit  by  the  Senator  from 
Delaware . 

Mr.  CALHOUN  explained,  and  denied  having  ex- 
pressed any  opinion  in  regard  to  slavery  in  the  abstract, 
lie  had  merely  stated,  what  was  a  matter  of  fact,  that  it 
was  an  inevitable  law  of  society  that  one  portion  of  the 
community  depended  upon  the  labor  of  another  portion, 
over  wbicn  it  must  unavoidably  exercise  control.  He 
had  not  spoken  of  slavery  in  the  abstract,  but  of  alavery 
as  existing  where  two  races  of  men,  of  difTei^nt  color, 
and  striking  dissimilarity  in  cunfurmstiun,  habits,  and  a 
thousand  other  parliculara,  were  placed  in  immediate 
juxtapositiiin.  Here  (he  exiatence  of  slavery  was  a 
good  to  both.  Did  not  the  Senator  from  Vi-ginia  con- 
sider it  aa  a  good? 

Mr.  RIVES  said,  no.  He  viewed  it  as  a  misfortune 
and  an  evil  in  all  circumslances,  though,  in  some,  it 
might  be  the  lesser  evil. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  insisted  on  the  opposite  opinion,  and 
declared  it  as  his  conviction  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
Central  African  race  (he  did  not  speak  of  the  north  or 
the  east  of  Africa,  but  of  its  central  regions)  had  neVer 
existed  in  so  comfortable,  so  respectable,  or  so  civilrxcd 
a  condition,  as  that  which  it  now  enjoyed  io  the  Bouth- 
ern  States.  I'he  population  doubled  tn  the  show  ratio 
with  that  of  the  whites — a  proof  of  ease  and  plenty; 
while,  with  respect  to  civilization,'  it  nearly  kept  pace 
with  that  of  the  ownerxt  and  as  to  .the  eflect  upon  the 
whites,  wouhl  it  be  aflirmed  tliat  they  were  inferior  to 
olherc,  that  they  were  less  patriotic,  less  intelligent,  lesa 
liumanr,  less  brave,  than  where  slavery  did  not  exisl^ 
He  was  nut  aware  that  any  inferiority  was  preten'led. 
Both  racei^  therefore,  appeared  to  thrive  un<Ier  the 
practical  operation  of  this  institution.  The  exprrimrnt 
was  in  progress,  but  had  not  been  completed.  The 
wofIJ  had  not  seen  modern  society  go  through  the  en- 
lire  process,  and  he  claimed  that  ila  judgment  should  be 
postponed  for  another  ten  years.  The  social  experiment 
was  going  on  both  at  the  North  and  the  South — in  the 
one  with  almost  a  pure  and  unlimited  democracy,  and  in 
the  other  with  a  nixed  race.  That  br,  the  results  of 
the  experinent  bad  been  in  favor  of  the  South.  South- 
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ern  lociety  had  been  far  lesi  agitited,  and  he  would  ven- 
ture to  predict  thHt  Its  condition  would  prove  by  fir  the 
most  secure,  and  by  far  Ihe  most  favorable  (o  the  pres- 
ervation of  liberty.  In  fact,  the  defence  of  human  lib- 
erty against  the  agfcreaucms  of  despotic  power  had  been 
always  the  most  efficienl  in  States  where  domestic  aUve- 
ry  was  found  to  prevail.  He  did  nut  admit  it  to  be  an 
evit.  Not  It  all.  It  was  a  good — a  great  good.  On 
that  point,  tlie  Senator  from  Virginia  and  hiaiself  were 
directly  at  iuue. 

Mr.  niV£$  said  lie  bad  no  dispoailion  (o  get  up  a 
family  quarrel  on  a  theoretic  question  between  those 
who  were  practically  agreed.  It  waa  certainly  very  re- 
markable  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  should 
take  him  to  task  for  repreaenting  him  as  defending 
slavery  in  the  ibatract,  when  every  word  he  had  since 
uttered  went  directly  to  prove  that  such  was  his 
opinion.  Every  remark  lie  had  made  tended  to  tbat, 
and  to  nothing  else.  There  they  diflferrd.  Though  he 
(Mr.  H.)  came  from  »  slavebolding  Stale,  lie  did  not  be. 
lieve  shivery  to  be  a  good,  either  mora),  politicil,  or 
economical;  and  if  it  depended  on  liim*  and  there  were 
any  means  of  effecting  it,  he  would  not  tieaitate  to  ter- 
minate that  coexistence  of  the  two  races  to  which  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  alluded,  and  out  of 
which  the  present  state  uf  things  had  grown.  Yet  none 
had  therefore  reason  to  doubt  (bat  he  should  defend  the 
rigbta  growing  out  of  the  relations  of  slavery  to  tlie 
uttermost.  Ko  interference  with  that  relation  could  be 
attempted  without  great  and  abitling  mischieft  and,  if 
such  attempts  were  persisted  in,  they  must  and  would 
inevitably  lead  to  the  rupture  of  those  ties  which  row 
hound  the  States  in  happy  union.  Great  as  might  be 
the  evil,  no  remedy  for  it  had  been  found;  and  if  any 
were  to  be  devised,  it  must  proceed  from  those  only 
who  suffer  the  evil)  nor  would  the  constitution  tolerate 
the  remotest  interference  by  others.  When  such  inter- 
ference ahould  be  forcibly  attempted,  Ur.  It.  was  pre- 
pared to  throw  himself  into  the  breach,  and  to  perish  in 
the  last  ditch  in  defence  of  the  constitutional  rights  of 
the  South.  Out  he  was  not  nn  this  account  going  back 
to  the  expliKled  dogmas  of  Sir  Robert  Kilmer,  in  order 
to  vindicate  the  institution  uf  slavery  in  the  abstract. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  complained  uf  having  beeh  miarepre- 
acnled.  Again  denied  liavinj;  pronounced  sixvrry  in 
the  abstract  a  good.  All  he  had  said  of  it  refeired  to 
existing  circuniii'anceii  to  slavery  as  a  practical,  not  as 
an  abstract  thing.  It  was  a  goud  where  a  civilized  race 
and  a  race  uf  a  dillerent  drscription  were  bruuglit  to- 
gciher.  Wherevtr  civilization  existed,  death  too  was 
fuund,  and  luxuryi  but  did  he  hold  tbat  dealli  and  luxury 
were  good  in  ibemBelves?  lie  bolievtd  slavery  was 
good,  where  tlie  two  ract-s  coexisted.  Hip  gentleman 
from  Virginia  held  it  pn  evil.  Yet  he  woul  I  dcfrnd  it. 
Surely  if  it  was  an  evil,  moral,  social,  and  political,  the 
Scmttor,  as  a  wise  and  virtuous  man,  was  bound  to  exert 
himself  to  put  it  down.  This  position,  tbat  it  was  a 
moral  evil,  was  the  very  rnni  of  the  whnle  system  of 
operations  against  it.  That  was  the  spring  and  well- 
head from  which  all  Ihcsc  streams  of  abolition  proceed- 
ed — tbc  elTects  of  which  ao  deeply  agitated  the  honor- 
able Senator. 

Mr.  C.  again  adverted  tn  the  auceessful  results  of  the 
experiment  thu^  far,  and  insisted  that  tlie  slaveliulders 
of  the  South  had  nothing  in  the  case  to  lament  or  to  lay 
to  their  conscience.  He  ullerty  denied  Ibal  his  doc- 
trines had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  tenets  of  Sir  Rubert 
Kilmer,  wliich  he  abhorred.  So  far  from  hulding  the 
dogmis  of  ih^t  writer,  lie  hail  been  the  known  and  opf  n 
advocate  of  freedom  from  the  bt^inning.  Nor  was 
there  any  tUing  in  the  doctrines  he  held  in  the  slightest 
degree  iiieontistcnt  will)  llir  liigl  est  and  purist  pr'iici- 
plea  of  frteduni. 


Hr.  WEBSTER  could  not  perceive  the  cause  of  that 
warmth  which  had  been  exhibited  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  while  he  was  so  strenuously  exhorting  other 
gentlemen  to  keep  coo).  He  did  not,  bowever^  com- 
plain of  it.  But  this  he  must  observe,  that  that  honora- 
ble Senator  had  never  heard  him  say  more  in  dicappro- 
bation  of  slavery  than  had  been  uttered  by  the  Senator 
himself  this  day.  He  had  used  almost  the  very  words 
of  the  petition  wliieb  so  greatly  offended  him,  in  de- 
claring slavery  to  be  an  evil,  social,  moral,  and  political. 
Nor  couhl  that  Senator  express  more  strongly  the  want 
of  power  in  the  General  Government  to  interfere  with 
blavery  in  the  Stales  than  llr.  W.  had  oAen  and  altfaya 
done.  The  Senator  bad  said,  however,  itiat  those  only 
were  interested  in  this  subject  who  were  suffering  in  the 
immediate  presence  of  the  evil.  This  Mr.  W.  could 
not  but  consider  as  a  great  mistake.  Mr.  W.,  though 
living  in  a  Northern  Slate,  and  a  Stale  non-slaveholding, 
felt  that  evil,  too,  from  thu  train  of  consequences  which 

1  it  inevitably  drew  after  it.  He  had  as  deep  an  interest 
in  the  peace  and  the  preservation  of  the  Union  as  the 
Senator  from  Virginia.  But  what  waa  there  fur  tbat 
gentleman  to  complain  of  in  the  conduct  uf  his  fellov 
Senator?  Some  of  them  had  received  many  abulilion 
petitions.  Had  they  presented  them  from  duy  to  duy, 
and  annoyed  the  Senate  by  a  perpetual  repetition  of  the 

I  same  thing?  Was  not  tbi«  the  first  time  they  had  been 
brought  forward?  Mr.  W.  demanded  the  exercise  of 
some  candor  and  justice  towards  Senators  Klualed  as 
they  werej  and  he  should  take  care  that  such  represent- 
ations were  here  made  as  should  remove  from  them 
imputations  which  were  nut  deserved.  He  had  himself 
presented  petitions  to-diy  which  had  been  accumulating 
in  his  drawer  for  two  months.  And  he  bad  presented 
them  at  the  same  time  with  other  gentlemen.  He  had 
not  debated  the  subject  at  large,  but  had  confined  him- 
self simply  to  a  renewed  expression  of  the  opinion  that 
it  would  be  a  better  and  more  prudent  course  tu  refer 
the  petttbns  to  a  committee,  and  have  a  report  upon 
them.  This  was  not  a  novel  opinion.  It  bad  been  en- 
tertained by  others  in  that  bodyt  tnd  a  former  member 
from  Virginia  had  imbodied  it  in  a  motion.  He  had  ex- 
pressed no  opinion  in  which  Southern  gentlemen  them- 
selves had  not  heretofore  concurred.  Where,  then, 
was  the  riglit  to  complain?  But  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cothikbt]  had  gone  out  of  his  way 
to  bring  into  this  debate  a  paper  which  somebody  had 
given  him,  and  which  referred  to  opinionawid  to  have 
been  expressed  by  Mr.  W.  some  twenty  years  ago.  In 
those  opinion<>,  ss  here  staled,  Mr.  W.  saw  nothing  to 
retract.  Neither  now  nor  at  any  timr,  in  that  body  or 
out  of  it,  h-'d  any  one  heird  from  him  any  other  opinion 
touching  sUvery  iu  the  abstract,  or  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  interfere  with  it  within  the  States,  thu)  had  been 
expressed  by  tl.e  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  him- 
self. His  origin,  his  associations,  bis  tducation,  his  babita 
uf  thought — all  had  taught  him  that  blavery  was  an  evil, 
and  he  held  it  to  be  an  evil,  moral,  social,  and  political. 

Mr.  ItlVBS  thanked  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
fi>r  the  edifying  lesson  of  coolness  he  had  given  him.  He 
idmitted  the  perfect  justness  and  propriety  of  it  in  a 
general  sense.  But  lie  begged  leave  to  remind  the  hon- 
orable Senator  tlwt  the  spectator  of  a  battle,  occupjing 
a  distsnt  and  secure  position,  might  look  on  with  great 
serenity;  while  those  who  were  in  the  mid»t  of  the  con- 
flict, defending  their  lives  and  persona  from  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  would  reasonably  exhibit  a  very  difTerent 
temper  and  demeanor.  The  gentleman  himself,  if  it  to 
plirised  his  fancy,  might  disport  liimself  in  tossing  squibs 
and  firebrands  about  this  hallt  but  those  «hn  are  sitting 
upon  a  barrel  of  gunpowder,  liable  to  be  blown  up  by 
his  dangerous  missiles,  cnuld  hardly  be  expected  to  bo 
quite  so  calm  and  philosophic. 
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The  honorable  f^entleman  claims  frreat  merit  for  the 
forbearance  of  liimKlf  and  his  friends,  in  hnldlng  back 
their  memorials,  and  presenting  them  all  at  once.  Now, 
mvfor  myself,  I  had  much  rather  take  the  medicine  in 
broken  dosrs,  than  in  so  large  and  overpowering  a  po- 
tion. Genllemen  hare  gone  on,  accumulating  their 
petitions,  day  after  day,  and  now  come  forward  and 
precipitate  them  upon  us  like  an  avalanche.  If  these 
papers  were  presented  one  by  one,  as  they  are  received, 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  and  permitted  to  take 
their  quiet  course  to  that  "tomb  of  the  Capulets" 
which  the  previous  decisionc  of  the  Senate  had  prepared 
for  them,  I  could  And  in  my  philosophy  fbrtiiutle  enough 
to  bear  it  with  patience.  But  when  an  entire  day  it  set 
•part  and  consecrated  to  the  business  of  presenting 
these  memorials,  tn  a  long  drawn  and  solemn  succession, 
there  is  something  in  such  a  scenic  parade  which  is  well 
calculated  to  aggravate  the  annoyance  to  the  sensiblliiy 
of  Southern  men.  Here  we  are,  silting  day  after  day, 
mmong  our  brethren  from  the  other  States,  perfectly  un- 
eonscioua  of  danger,  while  their  desks  are  constantly  fil- 
ling with  theae  eonibustible  materials,  and  we  know  not 
the  boar  when  we  may  be  blown  up  by  some  great  ex- 
plosion. Permit  me  to  say  to  honorable  gentlemen  that 
there  is  something  of  precariousneas  and  insecurity  io 
this  situation,  which  is  far  from  being  comfortable. 

The  gentleman  from  Usssachusetts  has  taken  occasion 
also  to  say  that  he  had  expressed  no  opinion,  in  regard 
to  slavery,  which  was  not  sanctioned  by  my  own  senti- 
ments. Now,  sir,  has  the  gentleman  ever  heard  from 
me  any  thing  to  countenance  his  broad  and  dangeroua 
notions  of  interference  with  the  lubjeci  of  slavery  in  thia 
District^  As  to  the  evil,  or  otherwise,  of  slavery  in 
itaelf;  as  to  the  existence  or  non>existence  of  a  power  in 
this  Government  to  interfere  with  it  in  the  States)  these 
are  mere  abstract  quesiionn,  leading  to  no  practical  con- 
sequences. The  real  and  only  practical  question  is  aa 
to  the  interference  of  Congreaa  with  the  aubjeci  of 
■lavery  in  this  District.  Here  ia  the  fulcrum  on  which 
the  whole  lever  of  abolition  turnsi  and  if  you  give  a 
foothold  here,  it  is  virtually  a  surrender  or  the  whole 
ground.  The  surrender  of  this  "vantage  ground" 
to  the  abolitionists,  if  1  have  not  misunderstood  the  vote 
of  the  honorable  Senator  against  rejecting  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  is 
preciMly  what  he  has  already  done,  and  u  prepared 
atill  to  do. 

I  mutt  DOW  (said  Mr.  B.)  address  a  few  obseirratloni 
to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  CALaotra]  in 
regard  to  the  controveray  he  has  thought  fit  to  get  up 
with  me  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  institution  of 
slavery.  1  may  say,  sir,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  no  Senator  has  exhibited  a  more  determined  spirit 
to  resist  any  interference  with  the  subject  of  slavery 
than  I  have  done.  I  deity  wholly  the  power  of  this 
Goremment  to  act,  in  any  manner  whaterer,  on  the 
lubject,  either  here  or  in  the  States.  I  have  been  eon> 
stantly  ready  to  take  the  highest  ground  which  haa  been 

Jtroposed  by  any  Senator  here  (or  repetltng  thia  inter- 
erence,  by  voting  at  once  not  to  receive  the  petitions. 
But,  sir,  while  I  have  been  thus  prepared  and  deter- 
mined to  defend  the  constitutional  rights  and  vital  inter- 
ei!t  of  the  South  at  every  hazard,  I  have  not  felt  myself 
bound  to  epnform  my  undertlanding  and  conscience  to 
the  ttandard  of  f«th  that  has  recently  been  set  up  by 
■orae  gentlemen  in  r^rd  to  the  general  question  of 
slavery.  I  have  not  considered  it  a  part  of  my  duty,  as 
a  representative  from  the  South,  to  deny,  aa  has  been 
done  by  this  new  school,  the  natural  freedom  and  equal- 
ity of  man;  to  contend  that  slavery  is  a  positive  goud| 
thut  it  it  insejMrable  from  the  condition  of  mant  that  it 
■utt  txt^,  in  lome  form  or  other,  in  every  political 
eomnmnityt  and  that  it  is  eren  an  eimtial  ingredient  in 
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republican  government.  No,  sir^.!  have  not  thought  it 
neceEsary,  in  order  to  defend  the  rijchts  and  the  ioslitu- 
tions  of  the  South,  to  attack  the  great  principles  which 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  political  system,  and  to  re. 
vert  to  the  dogmas  of  Sir  Robert  Filmer,  exploded  a 
century  and  a  half  ago  by  tbe-immortal  works  of  Sidney 
and  Locke. 

This  ia  a  philosophy  to>  which  I  have  not  yet  become  a 
convert.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  .know  thatdomestio 
slavery,  whether  an  evil  or  not,  was  an  institution  exist- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitutiont  that 
it  it)  recognised  and  sanctified  by  that  solemn  instrumenti 
that  there  is  no  right  in  this  Government  or  in  the  other 
Slates,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  to  interfere  with  it| 
that,  in  regard  to  the  slaveholding  States  themsclvei^ 
it  was  entailed  upon  them  hy  a  foreign  and  unnatural 
J^urisdiction,  in  opposition  to  their  own  wishes  and  remon- 
strances) thit  there  is  now  no  remedy  for  it,  within  tho 
reach  of  any  human  agency,  and,  if  there  were,  it  must 
be  originated  and  applied  by  those  only  who  feel  th* 
evil)  and  that  any  interference  with  it  by  thia  Govern* 
ment,  ur  the  other  States^  would,  in  viobling  the  noit 
sacredguaranteeaof  the  constitution,  rend  the  Union  it- 
aelf  asunder.  In  purauing  this  course,  1  have  the  satit-' 
faction  of  reflecting  that  1  follow  the  example  of  the 
greatest  men  and  the  purest  patriots  who  have  illustrated 
the  annals  of  our  country — of  the  fathers  of  the  republic 
itself.  It  never  entered  into  theirminds,  while  laying  the 
foundation  of  the  great  and  glorioui  ftbric  of  free 
Government,  to  contend  that  domestic  sisvery  waa  a 
positive  good — a  great  good.  Washington,  Jefferson, 
Madison,  Marttiall,  the  brightest  names  of  my  own  State, 
are  known  to  have  lamented  the  existence  of  slavery  as 
a  misfortune  and  an  evil  to  the  country,  and  their 
thoughts  were  often  anxiously,  however  unavatlingly, 
exercised  in  devising  some  scheme  of  safe  and  practical 
relief,  proceeding  always,  however,  from  the  States 
which  suffered  the  evil.  Mr.  Jeffenpn'a  writings,  from 
the  "  Notes  on  Vii^inia"  to  the  latest  emanations  of  hit 
great  and  patriotic  mind,  are  full  of  the  testimony  he  has 
borne  on  this  question,  in  the  most  impreaaive  language. 

In  following  such  lights  as  these,  I  feel  that  I  wa 
against  no  principle  of  republicanism,  against  no  aafe- 
guard  of  Southern  rights  and  Southern  policy,  when  I 
frankly  say,  in  answer  to  the  interrogatory  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  that  I  do  reganl  aUvety  as  an 
evil— an  evil  not  uncompensated,  I  know,  by  collateral 
elTectt  of  high  value  on  the  aoeial  and  intellectual  character 
of  my  countrymen}  but  still,  in  the  eye  of  religion,  philan- 
thropy, and  reason,  an  evil.  But,  evil  m  it  may  be,  it  ia 
now  indissolubly  interwoven  with  the  whole  frame  of  our 
society)  and,  if  remedy  there  be  for  it,  that  remedy  can 
come  from  the  hand  of  Omnipotence  only.  In  the  mean 
time,  it  is  inviolably  protected  by  the  sanctuary  of  the 
constitution  itselt^  and  no  attempt  can  be  made  to  dia* 
turb  it  without  aiming  a  parricidal  blow  at  that  instru- 
ment, which  forma  alike  the  security  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  whole  nation.  In  occupying  ground  like 
this,  1  feel  that  I  rest  on  solid  and  tangible  principles,  the 
force  and  justice  of  which  every  mind  must  acknowledge. 
On  the  comrary,  by  putting  the  defence  of  Southern 
rights  on  the  abstract  merits  of  slavery,  as  a  positive 
good,  as  a  natural  and  inevitable  law  of  society,  you 
shock  the  generous  sentiments  of  human  nature,  you  go 
counter  to  the  common  sense  of  mankincf,  you  outrage 
the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  alarm  the  minds  even  of  the 
most  liberal  and  patriotic  among  our  fellow-citizens  of 
the  other  States,  for  those  great  fundamental  truths  on 
which  our  common  political  institutions  repose.  Un- 
favorable revulsions  only,  in  the  public  sentiment,  can 
be  expected  from  bold  lUistractiont  of  thtt  kindi  and 
nothing,  I  verily  believe^  bat  given  so  atrong  an  im* 
pulse  to  the  cause  of  the  abolitionists  aa  the  obsolete  aitd 
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revolting  theory  ofhumsn  rights  ind  human  lociety,  by 
which,  of  late,  the  institution  of  domestic  slavery  has 
been  sustained  snd  justified  by  someorits  advocates  in  a 
portion  of  the  South.  Sir,  the  true  line  of  principle  and 
policy  ii  tq  stand  upon  the  solemn  guarsnteei  of  the  con- 
stitution, the  impre{i;nable  position  of  our  acknowledged 
and  indisputible  rightit  and,  in  the  name  of  thoae  rights, 
and  of  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Union,  I  now  cat) 
upon  the  patriotism  of  the  Senate  to  apply  (he  only 
quietus  the  subject  admits,  by  laying  the  motion  to  re- 
ceive these  memorials  on  the  table. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  CUTH* 
BERT,  WALL,  RIVES,  CALHOUN,  and  EWINGi 
when. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  HUBBARD,  the  motion  to  receive 
the  memorial  wss  lud  upon  the  table,  by  yeu  and  nays, 
ai  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Ceot^ia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Page, 
Preston,  Rive*,  Robinson,  Kugglei%  Sevier,  Spence, 
Strange,  Walker,  White,  Wright— 31. 

Nats— Messrs.  City,  Davis,  Ewingof  Ohio,  Hen- 
dricks, Knighi,  Morris,  Nile%  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  South- 
krd.  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster— 15. 

The  Senate  then  idjoarncd. 

TuxniT,  FxisvARX  7. 

MKXICO. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  through  Mr.  Jacuov,  hi* 
private  lecretaryi 

7b  iU  Senate  of  the  United  Slates.- 

At  the  beginning  of  Ibis  session.  Congress  was  in- 
formed that  our  claims  upon  Mexico  had  not  been  ad- 
justed, but  that,  notwithstanding  the  irritating  effect  up- 
on her  eouneili  of  ibe  moreiDentf  in  Texas  1  hoped,  by 
f  rest  forbearance,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  again  bring- 
ing the  subject  of  (hem  to  your  notice.  That  hope  has 
been  disappointed.  Having  in  vain  urged  upon  that  Gov- 
ernment the  justice  of  those  claims,  and  my  indispensable 
obligation  to  insist  that  there  should  be  "  no  further  dc- 
laviDtbe  acknowledgment,  if  not  in  the  redress  of  the 
iiyariei  eompliined  ■»,"  my  duty  requires  that  the  whole 
mibject  should  be  presented,  as  it  now  is,  for  (be  action 
of  Congress,  wbose  exclusive  right  it  is  to  decide  on  the 
further  measures  of  redress  to  be  employed.  The  length 
of  tine  since  some  of  the  injuries  have  been  committed, 
the  repeated  and  unavailing  appltcations  for  redress,  (he 
wanton  character  of  some  of  the  outrages  upon  the  prop- 
erty and  persons  of  our  citizen",  upon  the  officers  and 
flag  of  the  United  Stales,  independent  of  recent  int.ults 
to  thii  Goremment  and  people  by  the  late  extraordt- 
nuj  Mexican  minister,  wf.uld  justify,  in  the  eyt  s  of  all 
nation?,  immediate  war.  That  remedy,  however,  should 
not  be  used  by  just  and  generous  nations,  confiding  in 
their  strength,  for  injuries  committed,  if  it  can  be  honor- 
ably svoidedt  ond  it  has  occurred  to  me  that,  consider- 
ing the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  that  country, 
we  ^ould  act  with  both  wisdom  and  moderation,  by 
giving  to  Mexico  one  more  opportunity  to  alone  for  the 
paat,T)efore  we  take  redress  into  our  own  banda.  To 
avoid  all  miwoncepiion  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  tawell  as 
to  protect  our  o«  n  national  character  from  reprosch, 
this  opportunity  should  be  given,  with  the  avowed  de- 
sign and  full  preparation  to  take  iqjmediale  satinfaction  if 
it  should  not  be  obtained  on  a  repetition  of  (he  demand 
fop  it.  To  thia  end,  I  recommend  that  an  act  be  passed 
authorizing  reprisals,  and  (he  use  of  the  naval  force  of 
the  United  States  by  the  ExecOTive,  sjainst  Mexico,  to 


enforce  them,  in  the  event  of  a  refusal,  by  the  Mexican 
Government,  to  come  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the 
matters  in  controversy  between  us,  upon  another  de< 
mand  thereof  made  from  on  board  one  our  ventis  of^ar 
on  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

The  documents  herewith  transmitted,  with  (hose  ac- 
companying my  message  in  answer  (o  a  call  of  (he  House 
of  KepreBen(ativeB  of  the  17th  ultimo,  will  enable  Con- 
gress to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  course  heretofore 
pursued,  snd  to  decide  upon  the  necessity  of  thai  now 
recommended. 

If  these  views  should  fail  to  meet  the  concurrence  of 
Congress^  and  Ibtt  body  be  able  to  find  in  the  condition 
of  the  affairs  between  the  two  countries,  as  disclosed  by 
the  accompanying  document^  with  those  referred  to, 
any  well-grounded  reasons  to  hope  that  an  adjustment  of 
(he  controversy  between  them  csn  betffected  without  a 
resort  to  the  measures  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  recom- 
mend, they  may  be  assured  of  my  co-operation  in  any 
other  counc  that  shall  be  deemed  honorable  and  proper. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washisgtor,  February  6,  1837. 

The  message  was  read[  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  together  with  (he  tccorapanying  documents, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fortign  Relatione- 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  an  abolition  pelltion  from 
Ohiot  which  was  read,  at  his  request. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  that  it  be  not  received. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  lay  Ibis  motion  on  (ke  ta* 
blci  which  was  done  accordingly,  (by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
the  call  of  Mr.  Mokbib,)  as  follows: 

YsAB — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Bluck,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Clayton,  Dana,  Ening  of  illinois,  Fulton,  Grun> 
dy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  ot  Alabama,  King  of  Geor- 
gia, Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholax,  Norvell,  Parker, 
Preston,  Robinson,  Rugglcs,  Strange,  Walker,  White, 
Wright— 27. 

Nats — Metsn.  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Knight, 
McKean,  Morris,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Bubbioa,  Swift,  Tip* 
ton,  Tomlinsoi^— 11. 

EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  the  preamble  and  rcsoluiior.s 
of  the  Legislature  of  Delaware,  instructing  llieir  Sena- 
tors to  introduce  and  support  a  resolution  to  rescind  the 
expunging  resolution  of  Mr.  BiHTuir,  and  to  reitore  the 
journal  of  the  Senate  to  the  state  in  which  it  was  before 
this  act  of  violence  wa^  committed  upon  it. 

Mr.  B.  suid  it  would  be  impracticuhle,  or  at  least 
improper,  to  obey  these  instructions  at  this  session 
of  Congrets,  as  Mr.  Bentok's  rcsoiution  must  be  regard- 
ed as  expressing  the  sense  of  the  Senate  as  at  present 
composed.  But  lie  gave  notice  that,  in  compliar.ce  vitb 
these  instructions,  lie  would  introduce  such  a  resolution 
at  the  next  ses&ion,  and  would  do  so  at  every  succeeding 
session,  as  lone  as  he  sliould  continue  a  Senator,  till  the 
object  shou't)  be  accomplished {  which  attempt  be  hoped 
would  be  fitllowed  up  by  evtry  Senator  from  Delaware. 
Being  thus  actuitled  by  the  same  spirit  of  continuance 
which  had  been  so  much  lauded  by  (he  Senator  from 
Missouri,  and  v  bich  in  hia  case  had  proved  so  successful, 
he  hi.ped  the  day  was  not  distant  when  they  would  rc< 
store  ti  e  journal,  and  make  it  what  he  belitved  wa«,  at 
this  moment,  the  public  sentiment  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Stutcs.  He  moved  (nfler  its  readirg)  that  the 
resolution  be  litid  on  the  table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  he  did  nni  doubt  the  perseverance 
of  the  gentleman.  He  would  also  vote  for  printing  the 
document,  ss  a  matter  of  respect  to  the  Legislature  of 
Delaware;  though,  in  one  caie  ubicb  he  inbtanctd,  he 
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beKeTed  •  motion  to  priol  tuch  a  docummt  bid  not  been 
emrried. 

The  motion  to  print  and  by  on  the  table  vaa  then  car- 
ried. 

FORBIQN   AGGRESSION   UPON  AMERICAN 
SLAVE  PROPERTT. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Ur.  Cjuhodit,  cill!n(f  on  the 
Freaident  for  inforniBtion  in  reicard  to  Ihe  agnpessipn 
ofKnniitted  by  the  aothoritiea  of  Berrauda  on  a  Southern 
venel.  flighted  with  ilaTea,  which  jvai  driven  by  <]i«- 
treu  into  the  ports  of  Bermudi^  coraing  up  for  consid-' 
eration — 

Ur.  CALHOUN  observed  that  the  cases  referred  to 
in  the  resolution  presented  one  of  the  greatest  outrages 
ever  comrnitted  on  ihc  rights  of  individuals  by  a  civilized 
Power.  The  resolution  proposed  to  ask  from  the  Presi- 
dent eopiei  or  any  correspondence  that  may  have  taken 
phce  with  the  British  Government  relative  to  the  sei< 
sure,  by  the  British  authoritieii  of  the  slaves  who  were 
carried  as  passengers  in  two  Americsn  vessels.  One  of 
these  vessels  had  sailed  from  Wilmington,  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  for  New  Orleans,  having  on  board 
some  slaves,  the  property  of  a  gentleman  removing  from 
that  State  to  the  Stale  of  Uississippii  and  she  was 
wrecked  near  New  Providence,  where  the  slavei  were 
forcibly  seized  and  detained.  The  Legiriature  of  North 
Carolina  had,  in  consequence,  expressed  their  disappro^ 
bation  of  such  unwarrantable  conduct,  and  unanimously 
passed  reso'utions  calling  uponlhe  General  Government 
tu  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  matter.  The  other  case 
wa^  that  of  a  veast-l  bound  from  Alexandria,  in  the  Dis* 
trict  of  Columbia,  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  Hav- 
ing met  with  very  stormy  weather,  she  was  forced  into 
the  port  of  Bermuda,  where  the  British  authorities  took 
possession  of  the  slaves,  and  set  them  at  liberty.  He  in- 
risted  that  there  was  not  a  clearer  constitutional  question 
than  that  a  vessel  sailing  from  one  port  of  the  United 
States  to  another  was  as  free  from  search  as  the  terri' 
tory  of  the  United  States  ilaelft  and  when  a  vessel  was 
forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  a  foreign  port,  she  was 
entitled  to  commiseration  on  account  of  her  situation. 
The  claims  of  humanity,  he  held,  were,  in  such  cases,  to 
be  inperadded  to  the  laws  of  nations.  These  points  be- 
ing BO  clear,  he  was  astonished  that  outrages  or  this  kind 
hsd  been  committed  for  Ihe  last  tliree  years.  He  did 
not  doubr,  for  a  moment, -but  that  the  Executive  had 
done  his  duty,  and  exercised  his  accustomed  vigilance, 
in  reference  to  these  matters.  But  still  he  (Mr.  C.)  was 
at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  it  happened,  after  such  a  lapse 
of  time,  that  the  slaves  had  not  been  restored,  nor  any 
compensation  nude  to  the  owners.  Now,  this  reaolu- 
lution  he  had  introduced  For  the  purpose  of  gettinfjf  In- 
formation on  the  subject,  and  In  order  that  justice  night 
be  done  to  our  citizens. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  modified  his  resolution,  so  as  to  in- 
sert in  it  the  wonla  "provided  the  Presivent  does  not 
deem  it  incompatible  with  the  public  inlerebts;"  and  the 
resolution,  thus  amended,  was  adopted. 

UISTRtBUTIQN  OF  BOOKS. 

The  resolution  authorizing  Ihe  distribution,  among  the 
new  Senators,  of  nineteen  copies  of  the  American  State 
Papers,  published  by  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton,  coming 
up  for  conuderation — 

Air.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  th#  Library. 

Mr.  PRESTON  objected  to  the  motion.  It  was  a 
question,  he  said,  of  mere  distribution  t  and,  if  an  inqui- 
ry beyond  that  were  instituted,  it  did  not  properly  be- 
long to  the  Library  Committee. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  was  opposed  to  any  reference.  A 


committee  could  do  nothing  to  assist  the  Senate  on  the 

subject. 

Mr.  LTNN  suggested  (he  propriety  of  throwing  all 
such  documents  into  the  library.  He  said  he  was  per> 
fectly  willing  to  do  so  with  hlsf  and  would  make  a  mo* 
tion  to  that  effect  to-morrow,  unless  some  other  Senator 

would  do  so. 

Mr.  SEVIBR  said  that,  if  this  resolution  ahould  not  be 
carried,  he  should  vote  that  the  documents  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  older  members  lAiould  be  restored. 

Mr.  RUGGLESsald  that  those  could  not  be  recovered 
.  which  had  been  carried  away,  and  some  of  the  Senators 
would  be  unwilling  to  restore  what  they  had  received. 
He  thought  it  was  best  to  serve  all  alike.  It  had  been 
said  that  it  was  stolen  property.  If  it  were  so,  he  was 
disposed,  like'the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  [Ur.  Sztiks,] 
in  regard  to  the  public  lands,  to  take  hia  share  of  the 
spoili^  whatever  might  be  hereafter. 

Mr.  BENTON  suggested  two  amendments  to  the  res- 
olution: first,  to  strike  all  out,  and  direct  the  memben 
who  had  received  such  documents  to  restore  themt  and 
if  that  should  fall,  he  would  then  move  that  the  Secreta- 
ry should  get  the  documents  at  the  lowest  price  for 
which  they  could  be  obtained.  He  would  also  move 
hereafter  that  each  Senator  ^ould  be  furnished  with  the 
legtilative  history  of  the  time  dorin;  which  be  diould 
remain  in  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  resolution  WU  Md 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conuderatim  of  the 

LAND  BILL. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands — 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  Mr.  WALKER, 
chairmsn  of  the  Land  Committee,  explained,  Mriatim, 
the  several  points  in  which  the  bill,  as  now  reported, 
differed  from  the  shape  in  which  it  had  been  recommitted. 

The  sum  amounted  to  this;  that,  instead  of  requiring 
occupation  and  cultivation  for  two  years,  in  order  to  a  pat- 
ent, it  required  only  one  year;  that,  in  order  to  a  pre- 
emption, toe  land  must  have  been  occupied,  resided  on, 
and  cohivated,  prior  to  the  1st  of  December,  1836;  that 
a  parent  must  enter  land  for  his  children  at  private  sale, 
and  not  over  two  sections  for  them  all,  (instead  of  a  sec- 
tion for  each  ch'<ldj)  and  that  four  quarter-quarter  sec- 
tions might  be  entered. 

.  Mr.  RCGGI.ES  moved  toamend  the  bill  In  the  fourth 
section,  so  as  to  require  that  the  proof  of  cultivation,  &c., 
by  two  competent  witneases,  should  be  made  *'  to  the  lat- 
isfaction  of  the  register  snd  receiver,**  before  whom  it 
is  to  be  proved. 

The  motion  was  resisted  by  Mr.  WALKER,  as  being 
unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  if  proof  waste  be  made  to  any 
one,  it  must,  of  course,  be  proof  to  hii  ntisftction,  or 
the  thing  was  not  proved  to  him. 

A  long  discussion  enraed,  in  which  it  was  insisted  by 
the  advocates  of  the  amendment,  that,  as  the  bill  point- 
ed out  how  Ihe  fact  in  question  was  to  be  proved,  vii: 
by  the  oath  of  two  competent  and  disinterested  witness-  ' 
es,  unless  the  amendment  should  be  inserted,  all  discre- 
tion would  be  taken  away  from  the  register  and  receiver, 
and  he  must  be  obliged  to  receive  an  affidavit  of  two 
such  witnesses  as  proof  of  the  fact,  though  he  might 
personally  know  to  the  contrary,  or  though  »  hundred 
witnesses  should  testify  the  reverse. 

A  law  argument  on  this  point  took  place  between 
Messrs.  BAYARD  and  BLACK. 

Mr.  EWING  proposed  tliat  Ihe  inhabitation  or  cultiva- 
tion itself  should  be  required  by  the  bill,  and  not  the 
mere  proof  of  it  by  two  witnessesi  the  mode  in  which 
it  should  be  proved  might  be  added,  if  necessaryi  but. 
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■s  the  bill  nnw  itood,  the  fact  of  inhkbitBtion  or  cultiva- 
tion was  nowhere  requ'ireH.  An  afBdavSt  waa  all  that 
waa  requirei].  He  sufTf^estcd  a  moiUficatinn  of  the  amend- 
meni,  to  u  to  effect  this  object  by  requiring  a  "  residence 
for  three  monlha  prior  lo  the  1st  of  December,  1836, 
and  that  the  same  be  prnved  before  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver by  two  disinterested  and  competent  witneiici." 
Bui  this  was  rejected,  as  followf ; 

ViAB— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewinf;  of  Otiio,  Rent,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knifflit,  Morris,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Robbing,  Ruffffles, 
Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tiplon,  Tomlinaon,  Wall, 
Webster,  White— 23. 

Nns — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewin^  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hendrick",  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  L<nn,  Lyon, 
Moore,  Monton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Page,  Rives,  Rib- 
inson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  Wright — 25. 

The  amendment  aa  at  first  proposed,  requiring  the 
proof  to  he  made  "  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  and 
receiver,"  was  then  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Vaia— Mean.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Dana,  Dsvii,  Ewing  of  Ohit^  Kent,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  Mnore,  Mfirni^  Nilcs,  Page,  Prentifs,  Kobbins, 
RupKtes  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tumlinson, 
Wall,  White-24. 

Nits — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Drown,  Buchanan, 
Cutliberi,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks Hubbard,  Kinfr  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyun,  Hmilon, 
Nieliitla«,  Norvell,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Walker,  Wright— 33. 

Mr.  SWIFT  propoaed  to  amend  the  4(b  section,  so  at 
to  provide  ihat  no  pre-emption  be  granted  to  any  in> 
dividuHl  for  mure  than  '*one  legal  subdivision"  of  the 
public  land. 

Bui  it  waa  rejected,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knif(hl,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Rnhbins,  KtiggleR,  Soulbard, 
Sppiice,  Swifr,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  White — SO. 

NiTf — Messrs,  Hrnlon,  Black,  Ctnhbert,  Dana,  Ewing 
of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hwbbaril,  King 
of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lvon,  Monre,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Nikd,  Norvell,  Patre,  Rives,  R..binson,  Sevier,  Sirange, 
Tip>on,  Walker,  Wright— 25. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  moved  to  amend  the  rUi  section  by 
striking  uut  the  clause  about  quarter-quarter  Beclioni, 
and  inserting  a  provision  ihat  all  land  purchased  under 
the  first  five  sections  of  the  bill  should  be  taken  in  sui>r(i- 
vislonfl,  according  to'  the  public  snrveysj  that  rone 
should  be  entered  in  less  than  quarter-quarter  Beciion;", 
and  in  nut  more  than  four  subdivisions  by  one  individual. 

Mr.  R.  spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, aa  necemry  to  prevent  purchasers  from  roaming 
over  the  whole  public  domain,  and  selecting,  in  small 
parcels  of  40  aore^  all  ilie  chotqie  spots,  leaving  the  resi- 
due comparatively  valiieleu.  As  the  bill  now  stood,  a 
man  might  enter  twenty-one  different  tracts,  tn  all  the 
Stall's  and  Territories  where  the  public  lands  tie. 

After  a  discussion  of  some  length,  in  which  the  amend- 
ment wan  opposed  by  Messrs.  MOORE,  BLACK,  and 
WALKER,  and  defended  by  the  mover  and  Mr.  EWING 
of  Ohio,  it  wa*  rejected,  as  follows: 

Ybab— Messrs.'  B  yard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Ditna,  Davis,  Kwing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  K'ng  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  Morris  Frentisn,  PreM'in,  Rubbins, 
RiigKlea,  Southard,  Spence,  Swifi,  Tomlinson,  Wall, 
Wehster,  White— 2.'3. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  Illinois  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  L'nn,  L)on,  Moore,  Moulon,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pa^e,  Rivei,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strance, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wright— 35.  * 


Mr.  MOORE  moved  an  additional  clause,  introducing^ 
the  graduation  principle,  and  securing  the  pre-emption 
right  of  persons  who  had  been  deprived  of  their  land  by 
the  location  thereon  of  Indian  reaemtiona.  After  k 
brief  diacus^on,  in  which  llr.  MOORE  and  Mr.  SEVIER 
took  part,  the  amendment  was  rejected,  as  followa: 

Yaas — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Fulton,  Hen- 
dricks, King  of  Alabama,  Moore,  Horria,  Nicholas  Rob- 
inson, Kuggles,  Sevier,  Walker,  White — 14. 

NaTa^Messra.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay- 
ton, Cuthbert,  Dans,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio, 
Grundy,  Hubbsrd,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Mouton,  Niles  Norvell,  Page,  Prentiss  Preaton, 
Rives  SouUiat^,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Tomlinaon. 
Wall,  Wright— S9. 

Mr,  KING,  ofGeot^Sa,  moved,  as  an  amendment  in  tbe 
4th  section,  to  insert  a'  proviso,  "That  the  applicant 
shall  make  oath  that  he  has  not  received  the  benefit  of 
any  pre-emption  law  heretofore  passed." 

Mr.  K.  slated  that  the  object  of  thia  amendment  waa 
to  break  up  the  business  of  profeasidnal  squatters.  Tha 
object  of  Congress,  he  Mid,  was  to  encourage  aetttft- 
ment  and  cultivation.  The  restraint  on  aquatting* 
which  was  in  the  4th  section  of  the  bill  when  recom- 
mitted, bad  been  left  out  in  this  bill  by  the  committee. 
This  proposition,  he  said,  was  unanimously  accepted  by 
the  committee  st  the  last  session. 

Mr.  BLACK  opposed  the  amendment,  because  no 
iuch  restraint  on  speculalora  exiated. 

Mr.  WALKER  also  opposed  the  amendment,  bccams 
he  could  see  no  reason  why  a  pre-emption  right  ahould 
not  be  granted  in  a  subsequent  case  as  veil  aa  in  a  pre- 
ceding. 

'  Mr.  MOORE  said  all  the  new  States  were  not  treated 
with  equal  justice  by  this  bill.  He  had  endeavored,  by 
his  recent  amendment,  in  part  to  remedy  this  injustice 
in  regard  to  hia  own  Slate,  but  it  had  been  voted  down. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  this  bill  was  a  great  deal 
worse  than  when  recommilted.  It  wu  now  not  a  bill 
to  encourage  lelllement  and  cultivation,  bnt  purely  to 
encourage  squatting  and  speculation.  He  called  for  the 
yeas  and  naya  on  the  quesiiont  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MOORE  vindicated  his  constituents  from  all  op- 
probrious epithets  and  remarked  ihat  tbe  bill  had  been 
framed  by  the  political  frienda  of  the  Senator  from 
Georgia. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  as  follows;  . 
TiAs— Messrs.   Dayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clayton, 

Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Morris 
Prentiss  Rnbbins  Ruggles  Southard,  Swift,  Tooihnson, 
Wall,  Webster,  White— 22.  " 

NiTS—MpRsrs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Dans, 
Kwing  of  Illinois  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbsrd, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Moutun,  Nicholas,  Niles  Norvell, 
Page,  Kives  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  -  Walker, 
Wright— 23. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  amendment  in  lb« 
4th  section,  disallowing  the  occupancy  of  any  land  to 
which  the  Indian  title  h(td  been  not  only  extinguished, 
but  from  which  the  Indians  bad  been  removed. 

On  this  amendment  a  debate  of  some  spirit  aroae, 
chiefly  between  the  mover  and  Mr.  MOOKE,  of  Alabama, 
in  the  course  of  which  some  rather  aliarp  things  were 
said,  on  the  one  side,  respecting  the  treatment  of  the 
Indiana  by  Georgia,  and,  on  (he  other,  of  the  cbar«clcr 
of  those  who  had  left  Georgia  lo  ictlle  on  Indian  reser- 
vations in  Alabama. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  BayarrI,  Claytun,  Davis  -Ewing  of 
Ohin,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knigltl,  Nicholas  Pren- 
tiss Rt'bbins  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Web- 
ster, While- 16. 
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NATi-~Hetsrt.  Benten,  Bhck,  Brovn,  BuclmitRn, 
Cuthbert,  Dkni,  Ewtnfr  of  Illinoif,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hendrieki,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabaim^  Linn,  Lyon, 
Moore,  Mouton,  Nilei,  Norrell,  PAfc'i  RiTO,  Roblntun, 
ScTwr,  Str»n|t«,  Wtlker,  Wrigtit— S5. 
~  Mr.  BWIN6,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  ■mend  the  3d  lecUon 
•o  u  to  require  «  reiidence  of  two  yetn,  inatetd  of  one 
year.  Tbe  Senate  had  iffreed  to  this  amendment  by  a 
decided  vole  before. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  aaid  that  that  had  been  done  when  the 
bill  contained  the  frature  of  prospective  pre-emption. 

Mr.  EWING  replied  (hat  thii  had  nothing  to  do  with 
pre-emption,  but  referred  to  the  regalftr  entry  of  land 
by  actual  seitlera. 

The  imendment  wii  rejected,  u  fotlowit 

Tu»-~Meatn.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Ewin^  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Geor^,  Rnl({ht^  Morria, 
Prentisv,  Robbing,  Soutliard,  Swift,  Tonlimoi],  Wall, 
Webster,  White— 17. 

Nats— HeHrs.  Benton,  Black,  Drown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewinir  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  K\ng  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Moore,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pa|re,  Rives, 
Bobinsor^  Sevier,  8traiH{e»  Walker,  WHght— 36. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  correct  a  mistake  in  the  bill, 
as  printed,  by  inserting  v^kin  the  year  1836,  instead  of 
during  the  year  1836. 

It  was  carried,  as  followst 

7bi.s— Measru.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  Kinr  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore, 
Mouton,  Nicholaa,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Rives,  Bobin- 
•on,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  Wright— 35. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  CUyton,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Geoivia,  Knight,  Pren- 
tiss, Robbing,  Southard,  Swift,  TonlliosoD,  Wall,  Web- 
ster, While— 16. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  agreeing,  as  in  Com* 
■nittee  of  the  Whole,  to  tbe  amendment  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Landa,  as  it  had  been  amended — 

Mr.  CALHOUN  aaid  that  the  bill,  especially  since  it 
had  been  reduced  to  its  present  shape,  was  beneficial 
neither  to  the  new  nor  to  the  old  States,  and  very  op- 
pressive to  actual  settlers.  He  should  infinitely  prefer 
ceding  (he  lands  entirely  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie; 
•nd,  with  that  view,  he  h:td  prepared  an  amendment  in 
the  shape  of  a  substitute  for  the  present  bill,  and  which 
he  now  moved.  It  was  sent  to  the  Secretary's  uble,  and 
read,  aa  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  tbs  word  "that."  in  tbe  first  line, 
snd  intiert — 

All  the  public  lands  within  tbe  States  or  Alabimt,  His- 
siuippi,  LiMiiaiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  IHmois,  Indiana, 
Ohio,  and  Michigan,  with  the  exceptions  oT  the  sites  of 
fortifications,  navy  and  dock  yards,  arsenal^  msgizines, 
»nd  all  other  public  buildings,  be  ceded  to  the  States 
vrjtltin  the  limits  of  which  they  are  respectively  situated, 
on  tbe  following  conditions: 

Firat.  That  tlie  laid  Statei  thati  aeverany  pan  acts, 
to  be  irrevocable,  that  they  will  annually  pay  to  the 
United  States  thirty-tliree  and  one  third  per  cent,  on  the 
jfroM  amount  of  the  sales  of  such  linds,  on  or  before  the 
first  &*y  of  February  uf  each  succeeding  year. 

Seciindly.  Tiiat  the  minimum  prict*,  as  now  fixed  by 
law,  shall  remain  unchanged  until  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
ry, eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two;  after  which  time  the 
priee  of  all  lauds  heretofore  offered  at  public  rale,  and 
then  remaining  unsold  tenyeara  or  upwards,  preceding 
the  first  day  of  January  aforesaid,  may  be  reduced  by 
said  Siatra  to  a  price  not  less  than  one  dollar  per  acret 
and  all  lands  that  may  have  been  offered  at  public  sale, 
and  remaining  unsold  fifteen  years  or  upwards,  preceding 
tbe  firat  day  or  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-aev- 


en,  may  thereafter  be  reduced  by  said  States  to  a  price 
not  less  than  seventy-five  cents  per  acreg  and  all  lands 
that  may  have  been  offered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining 
unsnld  twenty  years  or  upwards,  preceding  the  first  day 
oF  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  may  then  be 
reduced  by  said  Btates  to  a  price  not  leas  than  fifty  cents 
per  acret  tnd  all  lands  that  may  have  been  cAered  it 
public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty  years  or  ap- 
warda,  preceding  the  firat  day  of  January,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven,  may  thereafter  be  reduced  by  said 
States  to  a  price  not  less  than  thirty-five  cents  per  acret 
and  all  lands  that  may  have  been  offered  at  publio  aale, 
and  remaining  unsold  thirty  years  orupwards,  preceding 
tbe  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two, 
may  thereafter  be  reduced  by  said  States  to  s  price  not 
less  than  twenty  cents  per  acret  and  all  lands  that  shall 
have  been  offered  at  public  aale,  and  remaining  unsold 
thirty-five  years  or  upwards,  shall  be  ceded  immediately 
to  the  States  in  which  said  lands  are  situated:  Pronded, 
That  all  landa  which  shall  remsin  unsold,  after  having 
been-  offered  at  public  sale  for  ten  years,  and  which  do 
not  come  under  the  above  provisions,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  proviuons  ofgradustioD  and  cession  aforesaid,  at  tbe 
respective  periods  of  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  twenty-fiv^ 
thirty,  and  thirty-five  years,  after  said  aale,  cwnmendng 
from  the  expiration  of  ten  years  after  the  same  bad  been 
offered  at  public  sale. 

Thirdly.  That  the  lands  shall  be  subject  to  the  lame 
legal  Subdivisions,  in  Ihe  sale  and  survey,  as  is  now  provi- 
ded by  law,  reserving  for  each  township  tbe  sixteenlh  sec- 
tion, or  the  substitute,  as  heretofore  provided  by  lawt  md 
the  land  not  yet  oihred  for  sale  shall  be  first  ofTer^  bj 
Ihe  State,  at  public  auction,  and  be  sold,  for  cash  only, 
in  the  manner  now  provided  by  lawt  and  any  land  now 
or  hereafter  remaining  unsold,  after  the  same  shall  have 
been  offered  at  public  auction,  shall  be  subject  to  entry, 
for  cash  only,  according  to  the  graduation  which  may  be 
fixed  by  the  States,  respeetlvely,  under  the  prorialons  of 
this  act. 

Fourthly.  This  cession,  together  with  tbe  portion  of 
the  sales  to  be  retained  by  the  Slates,  respectively,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  in  full  of  the  five  per 
cent,  ftind,  or  any  part  thereof,  not  already  advanced  to 
any  Statei  and  Ihe  said  States  shall  be  exclusively  liable 
for  all  charges  that  may  hereafter  accrue  from  the  sur- 
veys, sales,  and  management  of  the  public  lands  and  extin- 
guishment of  Indian  title  within  Ihe  limlta  of  said  Stite^ 
respectively. 

Fifthly.  That  on  i  liuhire  to  comply  with  any  of  tbe 
above  condition^  or  a  violation  uf  the  same  on  the  part 
of  any  of  the  said  Slates,  the  eeuion  herein  made  lo  tbe 
State  failing  to  comply  with  or  violating  said  conditiona 
shall  be  thereby  rendered  null  snd  void)  and  all  granta 
or  titles  thereafter  made  by  said  Slste,  for  any  ponifln- 
of  the  publio  landa  within  the  limits  of  Ihe  same,  ceded 
by  this  ac^  shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and 
void,  ind  of  no  effect  whatever. 

Sac.  3.  Jnd  be  it  further  enaaed.  That  whenever  tbe 
President  of  the  (Tniled  Stales  ahall  be  officially  notified 
that  any  of  the  said  States  has  passed  an  act  in  compli- 
ance with  the  above  conditions,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
adopt  such  measures  aa  he  shall  think  proper  to  close  the 
land  offices,  including  the  surveying  department,  wilhin 
the  limits  of  said  Statet  and  that  Ihe  commlisions  of  all 
officers  connected  therewith  shall  expire  on  a  day  to  be 
fixed  by  him,  but  which  day  shall  not  be  beyond  six 
months  from  the  day  he  received  the  ofRcial  ootifieition 
of  the  pasMfre  of  said  act. 

Sxc.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enaetedt  That  on  neb  notifi- 
cation being  made,  the  s«id  States  ahall  be  relieved  from 
all  compacts,  acts,  or  ordinance,  imposing  restrictiona  on 
the  right  of  said  State  to  tax  any  lands  by  her  authority, 
subsequent  to  the  sale  tbereofr.^ed  by  this  act|  ir ' 
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all  maps,  titles,  records,  bookR,  documents,  and  papers, 
in  the  General  Land  Office  it  Washington,  relative  to 
Mid  lands,  shall  be  subject  to  the  order  and  ditposilion 
of  the  Sxecutive  of  said  State. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  Jatiher  auuiedt  That  all  landa  of  the 
United  States  within  the  limits  of  the  Sute  of  Tennessee, 
with  the  ex«eptiona  enumerated  in  tlie  first  Kction  of 
thii  act,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ceded  to  said 
Slate. 

Mr.  BENTON  objected  to  any  arrangement  which  ex- 
tended so  fax  as  «as  proposed  by  the  amendment.  We 
were  near  another  census,  when  the  representation  of 
the  new  States  would  be  greatly  angmented,  and  they 
might  conric  into  Congress,  and  write  their  own  terms. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  heard  a  great  deal  said  about 
bribiniif  the  people  with  their  own  money ;  arguments  of 
that  kind  had  been  reiterated,  but  they  bad  never  had 
much  effect  on  him.  But  speaking  on  the  same  princi> 
plea  on  which  this  bid  been  said,  and  wiihout  intending 
any  thing  personal  toward  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  he  would  say  this  was  the  most  splendid 
bribe  that  bad  crer  yet  been  offered.  It  was  to  give  the 
entire  public  domain  to  the  people  of  the  new  States, 
without  fee  or  reward,  and  on  the  single  condition  that 
they  should  not  bring  all  the  land  into  market  at  once. 
!t  was  tbe  first  time  such  a  proposition  had  been  brought 
forward  for  legislationt  and  he  solemnly  protested  against 
the  principle  that  Congress  had  any  right,  in  equity  or 
justice,  to  give  what  belonged  to  the  entire  people  of 
the  Union  to  the  inhabitants  of  any  State  or  States  what- 
ever. ARer  warmly  expressing  his  diasentto  the  amend- 
ment, Mr.  B.  aaid  he  hoped  it  would  not  receive  the 
sanciion  of  any  coniiderabie  portion  of  the  Senate. 

Hr,  BLACK  was  willing  to  take  up  the  amendment  as 
a  substantive  measure,  independently  of  the  present  bill, 
but  not  as  an  amendment  to  it.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
aay  whether  it  proposed  a  good  bargain  to  Hissisaippi  or 
not;  but  however  that  might  be,  he  could  not  vote  for  it 
now.  If  the  pending  bill  was  to  fall,  it  should  be  by 
•ome  oUier  means  than  the  interpoaStion  of  ■  proposal  of 
this  character. 

Mr.  KINO,  of  Georgia,  would  vole  for  the  substitute 
now  proposed,  in  preference  to  the  bill  before  the  Senate, 
He  believed  it  would  be  a  hundred  thousand  timra  bet- 
ter fur  the  people  of  the  United  Slates.  He  recognised 
Ibe  principles  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  he  only  regretted  that  that  gentleman  had  not 
thought  of  them  a  little  sooner;  so  aa  to  apply  them  to 
(be  prear nt  bill. 

Mr.  WALKER  laid  he  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment with  pleasure:  the  object  it  proposed  was  dear  to 
every  new  State.  It  would  put  them  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  other  States  of  the  Union;  and,  much  as  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  pending  bill,  he  should  infinitely  pre* 
fer  the  substitute.  Come  from  friend  of  foe,  it  should 
have  his  most  decided  support,  and  he  returned  his 
thanks  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  for  having  in- 
troduced it. 

Mr.  LINN  said  he  should  be  torry  if  a  majority  were 
found  to  substitute  the  amendment  for  the  pending  bil>, 
for  he  was  welt  persuaded  that  then  both  would  be  lost. 
He  might  prnbiibly  vote  fur  it  as  an  independent  propo- 
sition, but  could  not  as  it  now  stood.  Me  had  set  out 
with  the  determination  to  vote  against  every  amendment 
which  should  be  proposed,  as  the  bill  had  once  been 
nearly  lost  by  the  multiplication  of  them.  Ifthisamend- 
nent  should  be  received,  ,the  residue  of  tbe  leision  would 
be  taken  up  in  discuasing  it,  and  nothing  would  be  done 
for  his  eonatiluenta.  He  wanted  them  to  know  that  be 
had  done  his  utmost,  which  was  but  little,  to  carry  into 
efTect  their  wishes,  snd  to  secure  their  best  interests  in 
the  Settlement  of  the  new  coiintry.  He  was  anxious  to 
nhtftin  the  passage  of  an  equitable  pre*cmpiion  law. 


which  should  secure  to  them  their  homes,  and  not  throw 
tbe  country  into  the  hands  of  great  capitalists,  as  hnd 
been  done  In  the  case  of  the  Holland  Land  Company, 
and  thus  retard  the  settlement  of  the  West.  Aa  to  the 
evsMonaof  previouB  pre-emption  laws,  of  which  so  much 
had  been  said,  be  believed  they  either  had  no  eidHcne* 
in  Missouri,  or  bad  been  grossly  exaggerated.  In  tbe 
course  of  his  professional  duly  [Hr.  Ll>v  is  a  phyaicitn, 
in  large  practice]  be  had  occasion  to  become  extensively 
acquainted  with  tbe  people  concerning  whom  these 
things  had  been  asserted,  (he  referred  to  the  emigranti 
who  had  settled  in  that  State  under  the  pre-emption  law 
of  1814,)  and  he  could  say  nothing  of  the  kind  had  fallea 
under  his  observation.  They  had  come  there,  in-  tbe 
most  cases,  poor,  surrcRinded  by  all  the  evils  and  dtaad- 
vantages  of  emigration  to  a  new  country;  be  had  altendcd 
many  of  them  in  sickness;  and  he  could  truly  aver  tbat 
they  were,  as  a  whole,  tlie  best  and  most  upright  bodj 
of  people  he  had  ever  known. 

Mr.  sevIBR  said  that,  like  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi, [Ur.  Walkbs,]  he  here  returned  his  thanks  to  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  for  the  proposi* 
lion  he  had  brought  forward.  It  had  been  from  the  be- 
ginning well  known  to  all  the  friends  of  the  bill  now  be* 
fore  the  Senate  that  that  bill  had  never  been  a  favorila 
of  his.  The  only  feature  in  it  concerning  which  he  felt 
any  solicitude  had  been  stricken  out;  and  though  he  had 
promised  its  friends  that  he  would  lend  them  his  help  in 
making  it  as  perfect  as  they  could,  (and  to  the  very  last 
hour  he  had  kept  that  promise,)  he  had  hones'ly  ap- 

Crixed  them  that,  when  the  bill  came  to  the  final  vote, 
e  should  vote  against  it.  He  was  prepared  to  go  fv 
the  substitute  proposed  by  tbe  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina. Nor  did  he  consider  that  substitute  as  being  at 
all  at  war  with  the  principles  of  the  bill.  He  regretted 
that  the  amendment  had  not  been  printed  in  time,  so 
that  its  provisions  might  have  been  better  underatood. 
He  was  very  sure,  from  what  had  been  said  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bvchavah,}  that  that 
genlteman  had  misapprehended  the  nature  of  tbe  bill. 
It  did  not  propose,  as  he  seemed  to  imagine,  to  give 
away  the  public  lands  to  any  body,  but  it  pointed  out  ■ 
way  in  which  the  General  Government  would  get  clear 
uf  all  Ibe  embarrassment  connected  with  those  lands, 
and  would  realize  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  of 
their  entire  value.  It  was  a  proposition  very  different 
from  those  which  had  preceded  it,  and  it  was  the  only 
measure  which  would  give  full  and  final  aatisfaclion  to 
tbe  people  of  the  West.  There  was  s  spirit  there  which 
even  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  could  never  satisfy. 
They  wanted  the  control  of  the  soil  within  their  own 
limits,  and  with  nothing  short  of  this  could  they  ever 
rest  content.  Tbey  did  not  come  here,  and  demand  it 
as  a  right,  but  they  earnestly  desired  it,  and  would  most 
heartily  rejoice  should  any  mode  be  devised  by  which 
they  could  lawfully  obtain  it.  They  were  freemen,  and 
desired  (he  exerciae  of  sovereignly  over  their  own  smi. 
This  waa  the  abject  they  set  before  Uiem,  and  for  it  Mr. 
S.  should  never  cease  to  exert  himself,  so  long  as  be  re- 
tained a  seat  on  that  floor.  What  did  the  amendment 
propose.'  To  throw  away' the  public  landsf  By  no 
means.  But  to  get  clear  of  all  the  cumbersome  machinery 
and  complicated  and  expensive  system  which  at  present 
existed,  and  which  had  been  accompsnied  with  so  much 
vexation  and  dispute  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  to 
^ive  up  the  land,  for  a  fair  equivalent,  to  the  States  with- 
in which  it  lay,  that  they  might  dispose  of  it  for  tben- 
setvea,  and  in  their  own  way.  They  would  of  course  be 
concerned  to  see  tbat  the  land  brought  a  good  price,  for 
they  were  in  themselves  to  realize  two  thirds  oitbe  pro- 
c-edt.  The  remaining  third  ihey  were  to.  pay  to  Gov- 
ernment, in  clear  money,  and  it  would  be  more  than  the 
Government  bad  ever  netted  since  they  he|^  the  domvih 
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The  uncndment  proposed  thtt  which  had  long  beAi  a 
fiiTorite  subject  with  his  constituents.  He  referred  to 
the  principle  of  gradustion.  This  system  had  first  been 
started  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  lllMOuri,  [Mr. 
Bbktos.]  To  that  gentleman  belonged  the  honor  of 
bafiDg  first  proposed  it;  and,  for  having  done  so,  Mr.  S. 
here  returned  to  him  his  most  heartfelt  acknowledg-' 
ments.  It  bad  endeared  that  Senator  to  multitudes  in 
the  West.  Tbey  called  their  counties  after  himj  they 
called  their  towns  after  btmt  they  gare  his  name  to  their 
children)  and  it  had  secured  to  him  an  influence  which 
nothing  else  could  have  obtained  for  him.  The  Western 
peopte  had  gaxed  apon  hit  propoNtion  with  admiration 
snd  delight.  They  bad  the  terma  of  it  by  heart.  But 
the  measure  now  proposed  went  eren  beyond  this.  The 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  however,  was  spprehensive 
that  it  would  endanger  the  bill.  To  Hr.  H.  this  was  no 
very  formidable  objection.  But  he  w  ould  here  say  to 
that  Senator,  that  if*  when  a  proposal  of  this  kind  was 
brought  forward,  the  men  of  the  West  refused  to  put 
their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  they  never  need  ex- 
pect to  get  the  benefit,  especially  when  it  was  brought 
forward  by  those  who  represented  the  older  States. 
They  had  sorely  a  right  to  calculate  on  the  votes  of  tlie 
new  Stales  in  its  favor.  Come  from  what  quarter  it 
might,  he,  for  one,  stood  ready  to  advocate  it.  It  was  as 
good  for  the  General  Government  as  it  was  for  the 
West.  It  got  that  Government  at  once  clear  of  all  its  dif- 
ficulties with  the  Indians,  and  it  forever  delivered  it  from 
aqoatters,  pre-emption  rights,  and  all.  If  the  terms  of 
tbia  arrangement,  when  they  ^ould  become  known  to 
the  American  people,  would  not  be  found  acceptable,  as 
well  to  the  people  of  the  old  as  the  new  Slates,  he  was 
greatly  oustaken,  indeed.  He  was  for  the  amendment. 
Let  who  would  vote  against  it,  he  would  vote  fur  it. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  some  remarks,  which  were  ▼ei'y 
imperfectly  heard  at  our  reporter's  station  in  the  cham- 
ber.  Be  was,  however,  understood  to  say  that  he  had 
brought  forwvd  a  propositiim  of  this  general  character 
■one  years  ago)  and  it  appeared,  from  what  bad  just  been 
iteled,  that  the  population  of  tbe  West  approved  of  the 
exertions  be  had  made  to  carry  it  throught  and  if  thrre 
were  any  votes  or  voices  more  decidedly  against  it  than  the 
rest,  it  was  tbe  vote  and  the  voice  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  We  were  now  within  Teas  than  three 
years  of  the  period  for  taking  the  new  census  and  af^er 
that  time  the  State  of  Arfcinsaa  would  enjoy  three  or 
fbar  times  her  present  weight  in  the  eounals  of  the  na- 
tion. By  that  time  we  should  probably  have  three  new 
States:  two  on  the  Mississippi,  and  one  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico)  while  the  representation  of  the  new  States  al- 
ready in  the  Union  would  be  greatly  enlarged.  If  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  would  but  restrain  hii  impa- 
tience until  that  period  should  arrive,  the  West  would 
settle  this  question  of  the  ptiblic  lands  just  as  it  pleased. 
They  would  settle  Ibis  matter  as  they  would  settle  the 
presidency!  and  the  older  States  must  look  to  them  for 
botb.  Ue  tiras  not  going  'to  surrender  advantages  like 
these  for  thirty  years  to  come,  for  the  sake  of  the  propo. 
sition  now  advanced.  \  he  who  had  introduced  this 
measure;  he  who  had  originated  it;  he  who  had  fought  it 
up,]wiisnot  going  tosufFer  himself  to  be  forestalled  by  any 
thirty  yeara  bargain.  In  three  years  more,  they  could 
write  their  own  terms,  and  lay  them  on  the  table  of  the 
Senate.  Tliey  would  be  bid  for,  and  bid  deeply  for,  by 
every  candidate  for  the  presidency;  and  no  gentleman, 
■^casting  reproaches  on  bim,  should  cause  him,  in  tlie 
least  degree,  to  swerve  from  his  course.  He  had  thus 
tut  been  able  to  make  himself  intelligible  to  his  own 
people,  and  he  hoped  still  to  be  able  to  do  so;  snd  he 
sboold  retain  bis  portion  in  patience,  until  Missouri,  in- 
stead of  having  two,  would  hare  fourtt-en  members  in 
ibe  oibcr  House. 


Hr.  SEVIER  said  that,  if  he  could  get  better  terms 
for  the  West  than  those  now  proposed,  he  would  gladly 
do  so.  But  he  thought  the  Senator  from  Missouri  mis- 
apprehended tbe  terma  that  bad  been  offered.  Tbe 
graduation  clause  in  the  amendment  did  indeed  speak  of 
terms  of  twenty  and  thirty  years;  but  not  of  twenty  or 
thirty  years  from  the  present  lime,  but  from  the  time  the 
land  bad  been  proclaimed  for  sale.  Now,  in  respect  to 
some  of  them,  that  period  had  already  elapsed;  and,  in 
regard  to  others,  it  was  near  at  hand.  It  might  be  very 
true  that  presidential  candidates  would  bid  deep  for  the 
favor  of  the  West,  but  that  was  no  reason  why  the  West 
should  refuse  a  good  offer  when  it  was  made.  The 
present  bill,  be  repeated  it,  would  not  aalisfy  the  Westt 
nor  would  the  West  ever  be  satisfied  until  the  lands 
within  their  limits  were,  on  terms  of  some  sort,  sctually 
ceded  to  them.  Here  was  a  proposition  to  cede  them,  ' 
and  he  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  LINN  observed  that,  while  the  process  of  forming 
new  States  was  going  on,  and  the  representation  in  Con- 
gress of  new  States  already  existing  was  rapidly  aug- 
mentingi  it  ought  not  to  be  fui^otten  that  the  number 
of  old  States  was  also  increasing,  and  tliat,  consequently, 
the  representatives  who  were  in  favor  of  the  interests  of 
the  old  States  were  becoming  more  numerous.  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  others,  would  soon  be  among  the 
list  of  old  States,  and  their  influence  would  be  exerted  ac- 
cordingly. Mr.  L>  said  he  was  a  practical  man,  though 
his  temperament  might  be  somewhat  warm.  He  looked 
to  things  which  were  attainable,  and  in  tbe  near  pros- 
pect of  being  obl»ned,  rather  than  at  those  contingent 
and  distant.  Here  was  a  bill,  ttr  advanced  in  tbe  Senate, 
and,  as  he  hoped,  on  the  eve  of  passing,  lie  believed 
it  would  secure  a  great  good  to  bis  conitiluents;  and  be 
could  not  consent  to  risk  that  bill  by  accepting  the 
amendment  proposed  by  tbe  Senator  from  South  CarO' 
lina.  If  tbe_ Senator  from  Arkanaas  would  let  this  go, 
he  might  ^osribly  find  that  it  was  a  belter  thing  thsn  he 
could  ever  get  again.  He  wanted  that  Ctti^reiis  »hould 
ao  regulate  the  pubfic  land^  and  so  arrange  the  terma 
on  which  it  was  diqiosedof,  as  to  furnish  in  the  West  an 
opportunity  for  poor  men  to  become  rich,  and  every 
worthy  and  industrious  man  prosperous  and  happy. 

Hr.  MOORE  said  that,  havine  heard  the  bill  but  im* 
perfectly  once  read,  he  did  net'  know  as  much  of  it  as 
he  wished  to  know  previous  to  acting  upon  it.  So  far 
aa  he  understood  the  amendment,  he  was  for  it.  It  seem- 
ed strange  to  him  that  the  two  Senators  from  Missouri 
should  entertain  such  diflTerent  views  as  to  the  prospects 
of  tbe  West  The  Senator  nearest  him  [Mr.  Bxktox]  had 
very  confidently  predicted  that,  in  three  yearp,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  West  would  be  able  to  make  their  own  terms; 
while  his  colleague,  on  the  contrary,  seemed  to  think 
that  the  West  would  never  again  get  as  good  a  bill  as 
that  now  before  the  Senate.  He  could  not  reconcile 
these  two  prophecies.  However,  he  was  not  much  in 
the  habit  of  being  governed  bj  prophecies  uttered  in 
Congress.  Ue  thought  the  amendment  offered  better 
terms  than  had  ever  been  presented  to  the  West  before. 
It  was  no  new  doctrine,  however,  that  tbe  new  States 
were  entitled  to  the  jurisdiction  of  their  own  soil;  and 
(he  constitution  certainly  looked  to  the  time  when  those 
Stales  would  be  free  indeed,  and  no  longer  vassals  tindi  r 
the  control  of  this  Guvcmmeni,  through  the  public  Iknds. 
This  happy  emancipation  the  amendment  proposed  im- 
mediately to  aeeomplisb.  As  to  the  payment  of  thirty- 
three  and  a  third  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds,  it  might,  s'l 
far  as  money  was  concerned,  turn  out  to  be  no  very 
good  bargain  for  the  new  States.  B<it  it  would  certainly 
be  a  very  good  one  for  the  General  Government,  in  a 
pectin'sry  as  well  as  every  other  ^ieu-.  H  would  give 
that  G-vernment  more  money  fur  the  ptiblic  lands  than 
they  would  ever  be  able  to  realise  on  any  vthcr  plan- 
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Beaides  which/ it  would  most  effectuBlIjr  put  down  the 
tyttem  of  ■peculition  to  much  compUined  of. 

Mr.  NILES  nude  a  ihort  tpeecli  in  opponlion  to  the 
■Liacndment,  which  he  considered  «•  a  grand  new  land 
■eheme,  thrown  into  the  Senate  like  the  golden  apple  of 
diacord.  It  wii  an  ezlraordinarjr  proposition  in  itselfi 
and  Bttll  more  eztraordiniry  as  proceeding  from  the 
quarter  whence  it  csne — from  a  Senator  who  had  been 
the  very  champion  of  the  rights  of  the  whole  American 
people  in  Ibe  public  domain.  Hsd  not  the  country  bad 
enough  of  land  hubbies^  He  regretted  that  it  should  be 
deemed  necestary  tu  stimulate  the  spirit  of  cupidity  and 
agrarianiam.  He  hoped  the  proposition  would  be  put 
down)  but  if  It  must  prevail,  awsy  with  your  33^  per 
cent.  Let  not  the  Govflrninent  become  a  broker,  but 
give  up  the  whole  domun,  out  and  out.  If  the  sceptre 
most  depart  from  the  old  Stales,  it  would  at  least  pass 
over  to  men  of  the  same  blood  and  of  a  common  origin- 
Mr.  -NORVELL  said  that  the  proposition  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  if  presented  under  any  other 
cireumstkflcet,  would  be  extremely  acceptable  to  him, 
as  •  representative  of  the  State  of  Miebigani  but  before 
be  could  vote  for  it  he  must  have  some  guarantee  that  it 
would  pass  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativea. 
The  prospect,  indeed,  was  beautifuli  it  was  most  fair  and 
inviting  {  and  he,  as  an  humble  representative  from  one 
of  the  new  States,  should  hsil  it  with  delight.  But  as  the 
bill  now  before  the  Senste  did  not  interfere  with  the 
principle  of  the  substitute  proposed,  let  this  first  be 
passed;  then  let  the  other  be  taken  up  as  a  distinct 
propositim,  and*  if  it  proved  acceptable,  a  clause  could 
easily  be  added  at  the  close,  repealing  the  previous  bill. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  moved  that  the  amendment  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BLACK  and  Mr.  LINS  reraonstratedi  referrred 
to  the  previous  course  of  the  debate,  and  deprecated  the 
risk  of  the  present  bill. 

The  question  on  printing  was  then  taken*  and  decided 
in  the  negative:  Ayea  16,  noes  17. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  then  said  that  he  wished  the  Senate 
tcbe  atiured  that,  in  offering  the  propontion  he  had 
presented,  he  had  no  indirect  or  concealed  purpose. 
He  wu  perfectly  sincere  in  proposing  and  advocating  it, 
and  that  on  the  highest  possible  ground.  When  the  Sen- 
ate had  entered  upon  the  present  discussion,  he  had  hsd 
little  thought  ol  offering  a  proposition  like  this.  He 
had,  indeed,  alwsysseen  that  there  was  a  period  coming 
when  this  Government  must  cede  to  the  new  States  the 
ponession  of  their  own  soili  but  he  had  never  thought 
till  now  that  period  was^  near.  What  be  bad  seen 
— fflis  session,  however,  and  especially  the  nature  and  ehar- 
acter  of  the  bill  which  wss  now  likely  to  pat%  had  UAly 
aatiified  him  that  the  time  had  arrived.  There  were  at 
present  eighteen  Senstors  from^the  new  States.  In  four 
years  there  would  be  six  more,  which  would  make  twen- 
ty-four. AH,  therefore,  must  see  that  in  a  very  short 
period  those  States  would  have  this  question  in  their  own 
hands.  And  it  had  been  openly  said  that  they  ought  not 
to  accept  of  the  present  proposition,  because  they  woiild 
soon  be  able  to  get  better  terms.  He  thought,  there- 
fore, that,  instead  of  attempting  to  resist  any  longi-.r 
wh%t  must  eveotuaUy  happen,  it  would  be  better  for  all 
concerned  that  Congress  should  yield  at  once  to  the  force 
of  circumstances,  and  cede  the  public  domain.  His  ob- 
jects in  this  movement  were  h-gh  and  solemn  objects. 
He  wished  to  break  down  the  vassalage  of  the  new 
States.  He  desired  that  this  Guvernment  should  cesse 
to  hold  the  relation  of  a  landlord.  He  wished,  further, 
to  draw  this  great  fund  out  of  the  vortex  of  the  presi- 
dential contest,  with  which  it  had  openly  been  announced 
to  the  Senate  there  wu  an  avowed  design  to  connect  it. 
He  thought  the  cotmtry  had  been  aufliciently  agitated, 
corrupted,  and  debased,  by  the  influence  of  that  contest^ 


anA  he  wished  to  take  this  great  engine  out  of  the  hands 
of  power.  If  he  were  a  candidate  for  the  presidency, 
he  would  wish  to  leave  it  there.  He  wished  to  go  fur- 
ther: be  sought  to  remove  the  immense  amount  uf  pat- 
ronage connected  with  the  management  of  this  domain-, 
a  patronage  which  bad  corrupted  both  the  old  and  the 
new  States  to  an  enormous  extent.  He  sought  to  coua> 
teract  the  centralism,  which  was  the  great  danger  of  this 
Government,  and  thereby  to  preserve  tbe  lit>erties  of 
the  people  much  longer  than  would  otherwiae  be  possi* 
hie.  As  to  what  was  to  be  received  for  these  Uudi^  be 
cared  nothii^  about  it.  He  would  have  consented  at 
once  to  yield  tbe  whole,  and  withdraw  altogether  the 
landlordship  of  the  General  Government  over  Uien,  had 
he  not  believed  that  it  would  be  most  for  the  bcndKt  oC 
tbe  new  States  tbctnselves  that  it  should  continue  aome- 
what  longer. 

These  were  the  views  which  had  induced  him  to  pre- 
sent tbe  amendnsent.  He  offered  no  gilded  pilL  He 
threw  in  no  apple  of  discord.  He  was  no  bidder  for 
popularity.  He  prescribed  to  himself  a  more  bumble 
aim,  whidi  waa  simply  tu  do  his  duty.  He  sought  to 
counteract  tbe  corrupting  tendency  of  the  existing  course 
of  things.  He  sought  to  weaken  this  Government  by 
divesting  it  of  at  least  a  part  of  the  immense  pMronage 
it  wielded.  He  held  that  every  great  landed  estate  re- 
quired a  local  administration,  conducted  by  persons  more 
intimately  acquainted  with  local  wants  and  interests  than 
the  members  of  a  central  Government  could  pouibly  be. 
if  any  body  asked  him  for  a  proof  of  tbe  truth  of  bta 
postticms,  he  might  point  then  to  the  bill  now  befwe  Ibe 
Senate.  Such  were  the  sentiments,  abortly  stated,  which 
bad  governed  bim  on  this  occanon.  He  had  done  bis 
duty,  and  he  must  leave  the  resalt  with  God  and  with 
the  new  States. 

After  a  remark  or  two  from  Mr.  LINN  and  Mr. 
BENTON, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  waa  understood  to  say  that  he  bad 
sincerely  presented  the  motives  of  bis  course,  lie  bad 
in  view  but  one  object  only,  which  wu  tbe  benefit  of  the 
new  Statesf  although  he  believed  the  old  Stetee  were  as 
much  interested  to  get  rid  of  these  lands  as  the  new 
States  to  receive  them.  He  thought  the  unendment 
contained  provisions  which  would  prevent  any  contest 
between  the  new  Slateafor  this  territory.  But,  provided 
the  great  principles  of  tbe  amendment  were  adopted,  be 
was  not  at  all  solicitous  abuut  the  details.  He  should  be 
very  willing  to  submit  them  to  a  committee  coaiposcd 
of  individtuls  in  part  from  tbe  new  and  in  part  from  tbe 
old  States. 

Tbequestion  was  now  taken  on  Mr.  Camovh's  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  followa: 

Teas — Messrs.  Calboun,  King  of  Georgia,  Moore, ' 
Morris,  Robinson,  Sevier,  White — 7. 

Na  ts— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan  Cutb- 
bert,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent, 
King  of  Alabama,  Linn.  Lyon,  Moulon,  Nicholas,  Nile^ 
Norvell,  Page,  Premii*^  River,  Bobbins,  Southard, 
Strange,  Swilt,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 38. 

The  question  was  next  putun  agreeing,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wbote,  to  the  smendment  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  as  amended,  and  carried,  with- 
out a  count. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  where  tlie 
amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  tbe  bill  ordered  to  iti 
third  reading,  as  follows: 

Ybaj— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Kve*t  BobioaoB^ 
Strange,  Walker,  Wright— 24. 

Nats — Meurs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Dsvis,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Gcorgis,  Knight,  Prentiss,  Robbing 
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Sevier,  Soutbtrd,  Swift,  Tomrnwon,  Wal^  Wcbiter, 
White— 16. 
The  Semie  then  •djourned. 

Wkhkhdat,  FnmUdLKT  8. 
NATIONAL  DANK. 

Nr.  WEBSTER  preientetl  the  petition  of  1,400  or 
]i  JOO  penonSt  or  the  merctnlile  community  of  ihe  city  ot 
New  York,  preying  for  the  eatftbruhmenl  of  *  nktionil 
bank  in  lliit  C'ly. 

In  prcMntiny  the  petition,  Ur.  WEBSTER  ui<I: 

I  riir,  Ur.  President,  for  the  purpoM  of  presenting  to 
Ihe  Senate  a  petilioa  signed  by_  fourteen  or  fifteen  bun* 
dred  mmanlile  bouaei  in  Ihe  city  of  New  York,  praying 
tbecitabliibmciit  of  a  national  bank  in  that  city.  These 
petitionen^  lir,  set  forth  that,  in  their  opinion,  a  nation- 
al bank  it  the  only  remedy,  of  a  permanent  cbiracier, 
for  tbe  correction  of  ibe  evils  now  aflecling  the  curren- 
cy of  tbe  country  and  tbe  comraercTal  exchanges.  The 
pctitMHi  is  accompanied  by  a  short  comiounication  from 
the  committee  raised  for  tbe  purpose  of  preparing 
tbe  petition,  in  which  they  state,  witat  I  believe  to  be 
true,  from  some  knowledge  of  my  own,  that  the  petition 
is  subscribed  without  reKrenee  to  political  distinctioni 
*  and  they  inform  us,  on  the  authority  of  their  own  obser- 
vation and  knowlrdgr,  that,  in  their  opinion,  on  no  sub- 
ject did  tbe  mercsntile  community  of  New  York  ever 
address  Congress  with  more  entire  unanimity  than  ibey 
■ow  approach  it,  in  Uvor  of  a  national  bank. 

Hr.  Presideut,  (wid  Hr.  W-,)  my  own  opinions  on 
this  subject  liave  long  been  knovnt  and  ihey  remain 
now  as  they  always  have  been.  The  constitutional  pow- 
er of  Congress  to  create  a  bank  is  made  more  apparent 
by  tbe  acknowledged  necesnty  which  the  Government 
ia  ender  to  use  some  sort  of  banks  as  fiscal  sgenta.  The 
argument  stated  the  other  day  by  tbe  member  from 
Ohiooppositetome,  [Mr.  Moaaia,]  and  which  1  have  sug- 
geated  efien  heretofore,  appears  to  me  unaniwerabw: 
and  that  i%  that,  if  the  GovemineBt  has  the  power  to  use 
corporations  In  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country,  it 
must  have  the  power  to  create  auch  corporations.  I 
have  always  thought  that,  when,  by  law,  both  Houses  of 
Congress  declared  the  use  of  State  banks  necessary  to 
the  administration  of  the  revenue,  every  argument 
against  the  constitutional  power  of  Congreu  to  create  a 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States  was  thereby  surrenderedi 
that  it  is  plain  thai,  if  Congress  has  the  power  to  adopt 
banks  for  the  particular  use  of  the  Government,  it  has 
the  power  to  create  such  institutions  also,  if  it  deem  that 
mode  the  best.  No  Government  creates  corporations 
for  tbe  mere  purpose  of  giving  capscity  to  an  artificial 
body.  It  is  tbe  end  designed,  tite  use  to  which  it  is  to 
be  applied,  that  decides  the  question,  in  general,  wheth- 
er the  power  exists  to  create  auch  bodies.  If  such  a 
corporation  as  a  bank  be  necessary  to  Government,  if  its 
use  be  indispensable,  and  if,  on  that  ground.  Congress 
ma^  take  into  its  service  banks  created  by  States^  over 
wbwh  it  baa  no  euntrol,  and  which  are  but  poorly  fitted 
for  its  purposes,  bow  .can  it  be  maintained  that  Congress 
ma^  not  create  a  bank,  by  its  own  authority,  responsible 
to  Itself,  and  well  suited  to  promote  tbe  ends  deaigned 
by  itf 

Mr.  PreMdent,  when  tbe  subject  wu  last  befiwe  Ihe 
Senate,  I  expressed  my  own  resolution  not  to  make  any 
movement  towards  tbe  establishment  of  a  national  bank, 
till  public  opinion  should  call  for  it.  In  that  resolution 
I  still  remain.  But  it  gives  me  plessure  to  have  the  op- 
portunity of  presenting  this  petition,  out  of  respect  to 
tbe  signers;  and  I  have  no  objection  certainly  to  tnect 
with  a  proper  opportunity  of  renewing  Ihe  expression 
of  my  Dpimons  on  the  subject,  although  1  know  that  so 
general  baa  beeoBM  the  impression  hattile  to  such  an  in- 
VuL.  XIU.— 47 


stitutiot^  that  any  movement  here  would  be  vain  till  there 
is  a  change  in  public  opinion.  That  there  will  be  such  a 
ehanj|;e  1  fully  believei  it  will  be  brought  about,  I  think, 
by  experience,  and  sober  reflection  among  the  peoplei 
and  when  it  shall  come,  then  will  be  the  proper  time  for 
a  movement  on  the  subject  in  the  public  councils.  Not 
only  in  New  York,  but  from  here  tu  Maine,  I  believe  it 
is  now  the  opinion  of  five  sixths  of  the  whole  mercantile 
community,  that  a  natitmal  bank  is  indispensable  to  the 
steady  regulation  of  the  currency,  and  the  fitsility  and 
cheapness  of  exchanges.  The  board  of  trade  at  New 
York  presented  a  memorial  in  favor  of  the  same  object 
some  time  ago.  The  Committee  on  Finance  reported 
against  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  as  wu  to  have  been 
expected  from  Ihe  known  sentiments  of  a  majorily  uf 
that  committee.  In  presenting  this  petition  now  to  the 
consideration  of  tlie  Senate,  1  have  don^  all  that  I  pur- 
pose on  this  occasion,  except  to  move  that  tbe  petition 
be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Sir,  on  the  subjects  or  currency  and  of  the  exchangea 
of  commerce  experience  is  likely  to  make  us  wiser  tun 
we  now  are.  TLese  hif^tily  interesting  subjects— inter- 
esting lo  tbe  property,  the  business^  and  the  mesns  of 
support,  of  all  classes — ought  not  to  be  connected  with 
mere  party  questions  and  temporary  politics.  In  Ihe 
huwness  and  transactions  of  life  men  need  security,  stead- 
iness, and  a  permanent  system.  This  Is  tbe  very  last 
field  for  the  exhibition  of  experiments,  and  I  fervently 
hope  that  intelligent  men,  in  and  out  of  Congress,  will 
co-operate  in  measures  which  may  be  reasonably  expect- 
ed to  accomplish  these  denrable  objects — desirable  and 
important  alike  to  all  classes  and  descriplions  of  people. 

The  petition  and  accompanying  letter  wero  Iben  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

COUNTING  VOTER  FOR  PBBSIDENT  AND  VICE 
PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, throiwh  Mr.  Faaasuir,  Ibeir  Clerk,  informing 
tbe  Senate  that  the  House  were  ready  to  proceed  to 
eount  the  Totea  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Senate  accordingly  adjourned  to  the  hall  of  tbe 
House. 

The  Senate  having  relumed  to  their  chamber,  and 
the  President  resumed  the  chair — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  to  wait  on  HUb- 
Tiv  Yak  Bobks,  and  inform  him  of  hia  election.  And 
Hr.  Gbvmdt  was  sppointcd  by  the  Chair  to  act  on  the 
part  of  the  Seaate. 

Mr.  GBUNDY,{tben,  from  the  joint  committee  on  tbe 
election,  reported  a  preamble  and  resolution,  stating 
that  no  election  of  Vice  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
had  been  made  by  the  college  of  electors)  that  Richard 
H.  Jditwon,  of  Kentucky,  and  Francis  Granger,  of  New 
York,  were  the  highest  on  the  list  ol  persona  voted  fori 
and  resolving  that  the  Senate  do  now  proceed  to  eleet 
one  of  these  gentlemen  Vice  Preaident  of  the  United 
Stalest  and  that  Senators  give  their  votes,  naatout  in 
their  places,  on  the  call  of  the  Secretary. 

Tbe  resolution  was  agreed  lo,  and  tbe  Senate  pro. 
ceeded  to  vote  accordingly,  tbe  result  of  wfaidi  waa  as 
follows: 

Fob  Ricbabd  M.  Johbsoit. 

Mr.  Benton,  of  Missouri.    Mr.  Fulton,  of  Arkansas. 

Black,  of  Mississippi.  Grundy,  ofTcnnsesee. 
Brown,  of  N>  Carolina.       Hendricks,  of  Indiana. 

Buchanan,  of  Penn.  Hubbard,  ofN.  Hamp. 

Cuthbcrl,  of  Georgia.  King,  of  Alabama. 

Dans,  of  Maine.  King,  of  Gcorg^. 

Ewing,  of  Illinoii.  Lion,  uf  Himouri. 
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Mr.  Lyon,  orHichig^in. 
HcKean,  of  Penr. 
Moore^  of  Akbamt. 
Morris,  of  Ohio. 
Uouton,  of  Louisikni. 
Nichohs,  uf  L.oiiisi«n«. 
Nilei,  of  Conneclicut. 
Noirel),  of  Uiehigan. 
P«gp,  ofN.  Hairp. 
Pukerj  of  Virginia. 


Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia. 
Hobinson,  of  Illinois. 
Ituggle^t  of  Maine. 
Sevier,  of  Arkansaf. 
Slrange,  of  N.  Carolina. 
Tallffladge,  uf  N.Tork. 
Tiplon,  of  Indiana. 
\7alker,  of  MWisaippi. 
Wright,  of  N.  York. 


Fon  FMARcra  Gbasois. 


,  Prentisa,  of  Vermont. 

Kobbinp,  of  R.  laland. 

Southard,  of  N.  Jeraey. 

Spence,  of  Maryland. 

Swift,  of  Vermont. 

Tomlinflon,  of  Conn. 

Wall,  of  N.  Jersey. 

Webster,  of  Mass. 
(Mr.  Kiss,  of  Alabama) 
result  of  the  election,  as 


Mr.  Bayart*,  of  Delaware.  Mr 

Clay,  of  Kentucky. 

Clayton,  of  Delaware. 

Crittenden,  of  Ky. 

Davis,  of  Manacliuseits. 

Ewing  uf  Ohio. 

Kent,  of  &taryland. 

Knight,  ofR.  laland. 
The  President  of  the  Senate 
then  rose  and  proclaimed  the 
follows: 

The  whole  number  of  Senators  uf  the  U.  States  is  53 
Majority  necessary  to  a  choice  -  •  -27 
Quorum  required  by  the  eoiutitutioa  -35 
Whole  number  of  Senators  prcMnt  -  49 

For  Kchard  M.  Jobniois  of  Kentucky,  -  33 
For  Fnneia  Gruiger,  ofNew  Torli^  -  -  16 
From  which  it  appears  that  Ricbabd  M.  JoniiBoir, 
baring  the  votei  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
Senators,  as  required  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  is  duly  elected)  and  I  therefore  declare  that 
RieuBB  H.  JoRHoir,  of  Kentucky,  has  been  chosen  by 
the  Seute,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  contained  in 
the  eonttitution.  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
Ibr  four  years,  commendng  with  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  a  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  inform 
RicBABD  M.  JoHvaoB  of  hia  election)  and  the  Chair  was 
authorized  to  ^tpoint  the  member  thereof  on  the  part 
'  of  the  Senate. 

OnnotioaorMr.  WEBSTER, 

The  Senate  then  adjcnimed. 


'TbpBBDAT,  FlBftUART  9. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
Mr.  SWIFT  presented  the  petition  of  inhabiUnls  of 
the  town  of  Gewgia,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  praying 
the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  8.  moved  to  refer  that  part  of  the  petition  which 
relates  to  the  slave  trade  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict  of  Columbia,  remarking  that  he  believed  the  ques- 
tion on  this  subject  had  not  been  distinctly  tried. 

Mr.  BROWN  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table; 
which  was  accordingly  ordered,  by  yeas  and  »ay^  on  the 
eall  of  Mr.  SWIFT,  aa  follows: 

Ybai— Heasn.  Bajrard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Culhberl,  Dans,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Lyon,  Moore,  Nicholaii,  Norvell,  Preston, 
Bobinson,  Rugg1e%  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
White,  Wright— 26. 

Nats— Messrs.  Hendricks,  Knight.  McKean,  Nilrs, 
Frentiis,  Bobbing  Southard,  SwifV,  Tipton,  Wall, 
Webeler— 11. 

CESSION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Ur.  CALHOUN  introduced  ai  a  substanttre  proposi- 
tion, and  in  form  ofa  bill,  the  amendment  he  had  the  day 


before  moved  to  the  land  bill;  which  proposes  a  eeasion 
of  the  pnbliclsndf,  on  certain  conditions  therein  ipeci* 
tied,  to  the  Ststes,  respectively,  in  nhich  they  lie.  It  wan 
read  once,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  received  its  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  he  wishtd  it  to  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  or  to  a  select  commit- 
ter, as  the  Senate  might  chooae. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  select 
committee.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  al- 
ready burdened  with  buiineu,  and  he  was  desirous  that 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  should  have  an  oppur. 
tunitv  of  presenting  hia  whole  views  on  the  subject  in 
the  form  of  a  report. 

Mr.  WALKER  supported  the  motion.  He  thought 
that,  on  a  minute  examination,  the  bill  would  not  be 
found  so  objectionable  to  the  old  Slates  as  liad,  on  its 
Rrst  presentation,  been  supposed.  He  believed  it  to  be 
demonstrable  that  the  new  States  woulfl  obtain  but  liltte 
more  under  this  bill  than  under  a  distribution  bill  formerly 
proposed.  He  disclaimed  any  desire  of  perpetnling  in- 
justice on  the  older  States;  and  should  his  conslituenis 
ever  desire  iiim  Nbich  he  knew  they  did  noi)  to  advo- 
cate a  measure  of  spoliation  in  their  behalf  on  the  com- 
mon properly  of  the  Union,  he  would  resign  his  teat. 

Mr.  NILES  believed  that  no  good  could  result  from  a 
special  report  in  this  case,  however  able  it  might  be,  and 
he  therefore  was  opposed  to  a  select  committee.  He 
believed  that  the  further  agitation  of  this  subject  at  this 
time  was  calculated  to  do  no  good,  and  that  the  Senate 
had  had  enough  of  it,  at  least  for  the  present.  The 
question  then  before  them  was  one  of  those  unfortunate 
questions  which  bad  disturbed  and  divided  Uie  country) 
it  was  a  sectional  question,  and  they  had  had  questions 
enough  of  this  nature  for  some  lime  past  before  them. 
They  had  been  debating  land  bills,  distribution  bills,  kc, 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  important  matters,  and  it  was 
time  to  let  the  public  mind  aettle  down,  before  they  re- 
vived them  again.  The  time  would  come,  and  it  would 
come  soon  enough,  when  it  might  be  proper  to  take  up 
this  or  a  similar  measore,  and  he  would  then  be  prepa- 
red to  meet  it  with  a  liberal  spirit,  and  would'be  willing 
to  go  much  further,  perhaps,  than  the  bill  contemplated; 
but  in  every  anpecl  in  which  he  could  view  (he  subject, 
he  w  as  convinced  that  it  would  be  better  to  let  it  sleep 
for  the  present.  This  project  struck  him  as  being  com- 
plicated and  dangerous.  It  contemplated  contracts  and 
covenants  with  the  new  States,  constituting  thc-m  agents 
and  brokers  fix  this  Government,  and  in  the  end  making 
them  debtors  to  an  amount  at  prcaent  unknown.  The 
land  bill,  which  must  come  up  on  its  third  reading  to-day, 
was  an  experiment  yet  to  he  tried.  He  admitted  that 
he  voted  fur  it  with  much  hesitation,  and  no  small  degree 
of  fear  and  trembling;  but  he  did  so  because  he  believ- 
ed it  would  tend  to  lessen  a  great  evil — an  accumulation 
of  too  much  revenue.  Hsving  made  up  hismind  to  give 
the  bill  he  had  just  mentioned  a  trial,  lie  was  not  dispo- 
sed to  add  to  it  another  experiment;  and  he  was  still  less 
disposed  to  agitate  and  disturb  tbe  public  mind  by  enter- 
taining a  question  the  discussion  of  which  could  do  no 
good,  and  which  it  was  not  probable  would  lead  to  any 
practical  result.  If  thia  matter  was  referred  at  all,  it 
ought  to  be  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  the 
standing  committee  specially  constituted  for  such  ob* 
jects,  and  the  members  of  which,  having  hid  the  subject 
before  them  the  whole  winter,  were  better  acquainted 
with  it  than  were  any  other  gentlemen  of  that  body. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  this  bill  looked  to  a  matter 
of  vast  magnitude;  and  he  hoped  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  would  not  consider  it  discourteous 
if  he  hhould  move  to  reconsider  the  consent  by  which  it 
had  been  read  a  second  time,  in  order  that  the  second 
reading  of  tbe  bill  might  take  place  to-m«iow,  when 
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Ibcjr  migbt  iMve  a  rote  upon  it  by  yru  and  iwyii  but  he 
wu  not  willing,  fsr  onrt  that  the  bill  ihould  mtkc  any 
progrtM  io  the  Senate,  which  might  create,  out  of 
doort,  the  expectation  that  auch  a  measure  cnuld  obtain 
the  leut  fftvor  in  that  body.  He  waa  himaelf  entirely 
opposed  to  the  proposition.  If  the  Senate  would  con> 
•eat  to  rceoniider,  be  tbould,  on  to-morrow,  uk  the 
ycu  and  naya  on  Iff  aecond  reading*  and  no  more. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  tUe  vote  vould  not  be  rf  con- 
aidered.  The  subject  was  obvioudy  of  great  moment; 
and*  at  a  period  very  shortly  to  come,  it  must  press  it- 
aeir  home  on  the  consideration  of  every  Senator.  It  was 
in  Tain  to  expect,  on  a  bill  of  thia  magnitude,  a  naked 
Tote  by  yea  and  nay.  He  dould  himself  desire  to  be 
fiilly  heard  in  ita  bdiair,  as  he  doubted  not  other  gentle- 
men would*  from  both  the  new  and  the  old  States.  It 
waaa  matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  him  in  what  form 
Ilia  vicwa  should  be  presented,  whether  by  a  speech  on 
the  floor,  or  through  the  report  of  the  committee.  A 
reference  and  report  was  the  usual  course,  and  he  iioped 
that  a  bill  of  this  cbirscter  would  not  be  treated  with  lets 
courtesy  than  others. 

Mr.  WALKER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BROWN  adroeated  the  motion  to  reeonaider*  and 
dcpreeatcd  the  idea  that  the  opinion  ibould  go  forth 
that  thia  Governmeni,  at  one  fril  awoop*  would  seize 
upon  the  whole  public  dooia'mi  and  traiufer  it  to  the 
new  States. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  was  desirous  of  saying  a  few  words 
on  thia  bill,  although  his  feelings  would  rather  admonish 
him  to  be  wient.  Pour  or  five  years  ago,  eonlnry  to 
hia  most  earnest  dewre,  thia  mbjeet  of  the  public  lands 
had  been  forced  up<m  him.  With  great  labor,  he  had 
devised  a  scheme,  fraught,  as  he  conceived,  with  equity 
to  all  the  States,  according  to  which  the  object  original- 
ly designed  by  the  respective  States  which  had  ceded 
this  domain  fur  the  common  benefit  of  the  Union  would 
be  accomplished,  the  proceeds  of  the  whole  divided, 
and  an  additional  allowance  made  to  the  new  States, 
such  aa  should  be  called  fur  by  their  increasing  popula- 
tion. That  scheme,  although  proceeding  from  a  source 
which  had  now  no  influence  in  the  Senate,  and  none  in 
the  country,  had  cnnciliated  the  favor  uf  both  Houses  of 
Congress.  It  had  been  rejected  by  the  President.  Yet 
»  large  portion  of  the  country,  and,  as  be  believed,  a  de- 
cided msjoriiy  of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  were, 
notwithstanding,  in  its  favor.  Mr.  C.  aud  that  he  had 
ever  thought  lh  a  public  domain  one  of  (he  most  sa- 
cred of  all  the  sacred  trusts  confided  to  the  General 
Government,  and  that  they  were  botind  to  take  the  ut- 
moat  care  of  it,  and  to  administer  it  fairly  for  the  benefit 
of  all  the  States  of  the  present  generation  and  of  pos- 
terity. This  be  bad  labored  to  do,  but  bad  labored  in 
Taini  and  now  a  project  waa  brought  forward,  which 
aimeid  to  wrest  these  lands  from  the  common  benefit  of 
the  Union,  and  appropriate  them  to  the  use  either  of  a 
amall  portion  of  the  States  or  of  speculators.  Mr.  C. 
waa  equally  opposed  to  ihe  land  bill  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate, and  to  the  project  just  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  Indeed,  he  could  see  but  tittle 
difference  between  them;  fur  though  the  land  bill  before 
the  Senate  proposed,  as  its  avowed  objects,  to  restrict 
the  tales  of  the  public  landu,  to  limit  the  amount  of  the 
revenue,  and  to  repress  speculation,  it  imbodied  princi- 
ples which,  in  spite  of  all  efTurt  to  the  contrary,  would 
continue  to  be  carried  out,  re-enacted,  and  enlarged, 
until  the  whole  of  the  public  domain  be  swept  away. 
In  view,  aa  he  supposed,  of  this  result,  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  proposed  at  once  to  divest  the  country  of 
tM  wbc^  domain.  To  auch  a  mrS'-ure  Mr.  C.  could 
not  conaent.  He  must  do  his  duty  faiibfully  and  honest- 
ly, though  it  might  be  unsuceeskfuHy.  He  was  firmly 
opposed  to  the  project  already  before  the  Senxt-,  and  to 


the  kindred  project  of  the  Senator  fVom  South  Carolinat 
and  did  he  not  fear  it  would  be  In  vain,  he  would  addrua 
himself  to  his  brother  Senators  on  all  sides  of  tba  House, 
and  would  implore  them,  by  every  consideration  of  love 
to  their  country,  and  regard  to  their  own  reputation, 
not  to  allow  a  matter  of  this  weight  and  moment  to  be 
made  an  object  of  party  politics.  He  would  conjure 
them  to  abstain  from  appeals,  by  the  new  States,  to  thia 
or  to  that  party.  He  would  not  say  that  honorable  Bcn- 
atora  were  actuated  by  any  such  eonriderations,  because 
it  would  be  unparliamentary,  and  might  not  be  true  in 
fdct;  but  be  would  ask  them  if  the  irapresnon  had  not 
been  created  that  the  party  now  dominant  in  the  coun- 
try intended  to  appeal  to  the  new  Slates,  and,  by  con- 
dliating  their  favor,  to  perpetuate  itself  in  power?  He 
would  ask  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  whether,  af- 
ter  auch  an  impression  had  gone  abroad,  any  gentlemen 
were  there  found  offering  to  Iheae  Statea  still  better  boons, 
those  who  should  do  so  would  not  expose  themselves  to 
the  suspicion  that  they  were  engaged  in  a  similar  design? 
Tu  the  Senators  from  the  new  States  be  would  say,  waa 
it  an  enviable  situation  for  them  to  occupy,  to  have  ap- 
peals of  thia  kind  not  only  made,  but  openly  avowed, 
and  to  witness  proposals  on  which  they  were  called  to 
act,  involving  vast  pecuniary  advuilages  to  the  Statea 
they  represented'  Was  it  not  inevitable,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  object  in  question,  that,  if  one  party  made  it 
an  instrument  to  reUin  political  power,  another  party 
would  be  induced  to  do  the  same  tbingf  And  the  result 
mutt  be  an  appeal,  by  both  parties,  to  the  new  States, 
by  the  saaiflce  of  that  great  interert  which  ought  Mcred- 
ly  to  be  preserved  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  C.  said,  in  conclusion,  that  he  hoped  the  members 
of  the  Senate  would  appreciate  those  motives  which  laid 
it  as  a  duty  upon  him,  out  of  a  regard  to  the  value  of  otir 
public  domain,  and  the  purposea  for  which  it  had  been 
given,  to  say  thus  much  on  the  present  occauon.  He 
must  repeat,  in  conclusion,  that  be  should  oppose  him* 
self  firmly  to  both  projects.  He  considered  Ibem equal- 
ly liable  to  exception,  and  could,  as  he  had  before  ob- 
served, perceive  but  little  difference  between  them. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed,  In  reply,  that  he  had  come 
there  with  a  fixed  resolution  to  resist  all  sttempts  at  in- 
novation upon  our  system  in  relation  to  the  public  landsi 
and,  he  might  add,  with  no  small  hope  that  he  iliootd  be 
successful. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  took  it  as  rather  unkind,  thmigb  be  wu 
sure  it  had  not  been  ao  intended,  that  the  Senator  firom 
Kentucky  should  say  that  there  wu  any  analogy  between 
this  bill  and  that  from  the  Committee  oa  the  Public 
Lands,  which  Mr.  C.  had  strenuously  opposed.  This 
measure,  reluctantly  forced  upon  him  by  the  necessity  of 
the  ca»e,  had  been  introduced  with  a  denre  to  terminate 
great  political  evils.  He  did  assure  that  honorable  Sen- 
ator, whatever  might  be  the  obligation  ofdutj  which  he 
felt  in  opposing  this  measure,  a  no  less  imperative  obli- 
gatlun  urged  Mr.  C.  to  bring  it  forward.  There  is,  laid 
Mr.  C,  tuo  much  power  here ;  the  tendency  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  centralism  is  overpowering!  and  among  the 
many  powerful  Instruments  which  can  be  and  are  brought 
to  bear  on  the  aecuring  and  extending  of  executive  pow- 
er,  this  control  of  the  public  lands  is  one  of  the  greatest 
and  mdst  effectual.  It  now  gives  to  any  administration 
disposed  ao  to  use  it  control  over  nine  States  (eight,  cer> 
tainly)  of  this  Union.  Those  States,  10  far  aa  tbis  regu* 
Ution  of  the  public  lands  is  concerned,  are  the  vassals  of 
this  Government.  We  are  in  the  place  of  a  great  land- 
lord, and  they  of  tenantst  we  have  the  ownership  and 
control  over  the  soil  they  occupy.  Can  there  be  any 
doubt  u  to  how  such  an  ascendency  will  he  used  in  the 
present  eorrupt  sute  of  the  country  f  Is  there  any 
dou>>t  as  to  hov  it  hu  been  used,  or  that  the  influence 
derived  from  it  it  a  growing  influence.'   We  must  find 
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tome  remedy  for  ludi  a  ilftte  ofthlnf^i',  or  tink  under  it. 
It  is  inriin  to  tell  us  that  the  Senators  from  (he  new 
States  are  as  capable  of  giving  an  independent  vote  on 
measures  connected  with  the  public  lands  as  (hose  from 
the  oTd  States.  It  ts  imponiblet  in  the  nature  of  ihings. 
Their  constituents  hare  that  fet-ltng  of  ownership  which 
ii  natunMly  inaepkrable  from  the  occupation  of  the  soil{ 
ind  il  must  rad  will  control  tlie  action  of  their  repre- 
■entstivei. 

And  now  I  put  it  to  the  bosom  of  every  Senator, 
whether  the  mere  moneyed  income  derived  from  the 
public  domain  Is  to  be  compared  fur  one  moment  (o  the 
great  advantatre  of  putting  these  Senators  on  the  same 
independent  footing  with  ourselves'  I  loi>k  with  sympa- 
thy upon  their  condition,  and  I  feel  very  aure  they  wilt 
be  liberated  from  ii  with  Joy.  Such,  I  am  very  sure. 
Would  be  my  feelings  in  the  like  circumstancea.  So  long 
•s  there  was  no  attempt  to  use  the  control  of  the  public 
lands  for  purposes  of  a  political  character,  their  condi- 
tion was  very  diflerentt  but  aince  this  has  been  swept  in- 
to  the  great  vortex  of  political  influence,  their  situation 
ii  wholly  changed.  I  am  for  knocVmg  oiT  their  chains. 
Sir,  said  Hr.  C,  I  have,  on  a  deliberate  view  of  the 
whole  ease,  entered  upon  this  course,  and  I  am  resolved 
to  go  for  tUa  measure  with  all  my  power.  I  seek  not  its 
popularity  or  influence.  I  had  rather  that  aome  other 
mdlivi'luaf  had  moved  in  it,  as  more  than  one  Senator 
here  can  bear  me  witness;  but  none  would  move,  and  I 
have  therefore  determined  to  proceed,  t  believe  the 
lime  hat  arrived,  and  1  am  resolved  to  go  on  in  the  face 
of  all  the  imputations  to  which  my  motives  may  be  liable. 
]  hare  oAen  done  my  duty  under  very  difficult  eireum* 
stances,  as  atl  who  hear  me  well  know.  As  to  populari- 
ty, I  despise  it.  I  would  nut  turn  oti  my  heel  to  obtain 
it.  It  is  a  fleeting  shadow,  unworthy  of  the  pursuit  of 
an  upright  man.  No,  sir,  I  move  here  on  a  conscien- 
tious conviction  of  high  and  imperious  duty;  and  I  shall 
therefore  go  forward  until  I  have  effected  my  object,  if 
it  can  be  effected.  1  believe  it  will  prove,  in  its  practi- 
cal results,  a  great  blessing  to  the  country.  I  ana  con- 
vinced  no  stronger  messure  can  be  devised  for  withdraw- 
ing the  public  lands  from  the  great  game  of  political 
scrambling  and  gambling  for  the  presidency. 

As  to  the  details  of  the  bill:  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  the  sum  demanded  from  the  new  States  for  the  ces- 
Mon  of  these  lands  should  be  moderate,  especially  conaid- 
ering  that  they  will  be  charged  with  the  wliole  trouble 
and  expense  of  their  adminhtration;  and  that,  ftom  (he 
nature  of  the  human  mind,  they  will  necenarily  have  the 
feeling  that  they  pouess  a  better  right  to  these  lands  than 
others,  from  the  fact  of  their  occupancy.  The  next  rea- 
son is,  that  we  may  prevent  sny  disturbance  from  a  feel- 
ing of  discontent,  but  ttiat  the  arrangement  we  make  may 
be  viewed  as  a  liberal  one,  even  by  the  new  States  them> 
selves.  So  denrous  am  I  to  effect  this  object,  that  1  will 
consent  to  modify  this  feature  or  the  bill,  by  inserting 
almost  any  rate  per  cent,  which  the  new  Slatea  shall,  on 
the  whole,  deem  most  prudent  and  advisable.  Another 
reason  why  I  have  aet  the  bonus  at  a  low  rate  is  a  desire 
that  the  plan  should  operate  as  a  benefit  to  the  new 
States.  I  wish  to  coun(eract  the  tendency  to  running 
down  of  the  price  of  land,  and  to  secure  its  tale  at  prices 
calculated  for  the  benefit  of  all  psrtles.  To  secure  this, 
1  have  inserted  a  provision,  that  if  (here  shall  be  any  de* 
parture  from  this  condition  of  the  ceasion,  the  grant  it- 
self shall  be  void,  so  as  to  malce  it  a  judicial  question. 

This  measure  is  not,  as  has  been  said,  a  surrendering 
of  the  public  domain  to  a  few  Statea  of  the  Union.  The 
lands  are  not  surrendered;  they  are  ceded,  on  terms  by 
which  this  Qovemment  will  make  the  most  of  them,  even 
oo  a  mere  cdculation  of  money.  But  I  hope  all  such 
eooslderatioiu  will  be  held  as  entirely  secondary  and 
Bubordinite  to  greater  and  higher  interests.   All,  I  am 


confident,  feel  that  there  must  be  some  remedy  devised 
ftir  the  existing  evils  connected  with  this  subject.  There 
is  too  much  action  beret  how  it  enures,  and  to  whose  ad- 
vantage, we  have  Tully  seen.  It  is  the  great  evil  of  pat< 
ronage,  which,  if  not  limited  and  curtailed,  will  render 
perfectly  futile  all  efftorts  to  preserve  tbe  liberties  oflbe 
country.  My  ideas  on  tbia  subject  are  well  known.  It 
is  the  law  of  onr  political  sitaation  that,  as  our  territory 
spresds,  and  our  population  is  augmented,  the  action  at 
the  centre  of  the  system  most  be  diminished  more  and 
more.  It  should  be  confined  merely  to  the  sustaining  of 
a  harmonious  intercourse  of  the  several  portionf  of  the 
confederacy;  a  harmony  of  parts  throughout  the  great 
and  wide-spread  system.  I  solemnly  believe  lliat  a  knowl- 
edge of  this  great  fundamental  law,  and  a  steadfast  ad- 
herenoe  to  it,  are  the  only  means  by  which  imr  freedom 
can  be  preserved.  We  must  watch  the  stealthy  advance 
of  power,  and  resist  it,  step  by  step.  We  must  not  suf- 
fer every  power  of  this  Government  to  be  perverted  into 
an  engine  for  President  making.  Let  us  apply,  at  once, 
the  axe  to  the  root. 

These  are  my  motives  in  bringing  forward  this  impor- 
lant  measure,  and  not  a  grovelling  desire  of  popularity, 
or  any  reserved  hope  of  personal  benefit  to  be  enjoyed 
hereafter;  1  hold  all  such  things  light  as  air.  I  seek  to 
do  my  duty,  and  to  preserve,  so  fsr  as  I  can,  the  liber- 
ties of  my  country.  • 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  it  was  because  be  had  thought 
it  more  respeciful  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  to 
move  a  reconaideration,  than  to  make  a  motion  to  lay  tha 
bill  on  the  Uble,  that  he  had  moved  the  former.  But  if 
that  gentleman  could  not  consent  to  reooniider,  he  must, 
however  reluctantly,  be  compelled  to  more  that  the  bHI 
be  laid  upon  the  taJile. 

Arter  some  conversation, 

Mr.  ROBINSON  withdrew  hit  motion  for  a  aeleet 
committee,  and 

Mr.  WEBSTER  renewed  the  motion  to  reeonaideTi 
(which  motion  brings  up  the  whole  subject  for  ditooK 

sion.) 

He  did  this,  he  said,  with  a  view  to  take  tbe  lente  of 
the  Senate,  desiring  that  the  bill  might  come  up  to-mor- 
row. But  if  tbe  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  dis- 
posed to  enter  into  the  discussion  on  (he  present  motion, 
it  could  proceed  in  that  wny. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  his  regret  that  the  bill 
should  be  c^poaed  at  this  rar!y  stagv,  and  in  to  untiBual 
a  nunner.  At  long  at  I  lit*  e  been  a  member  of  this 
and  the  other  House,  (said  Hr.  C.,)  I  cannot  recollect 
more  thsn  three  or  four  instances,  before  the  present,  in 
which  a  bill  has  been  opposed  at  its  second  reading,  and 
then  under  very  peculiar  circumstances.  And  why, 
may  I  ask,  ia  the  usual  course  departed  from  on  the 
present  occasion?  Why  not  let  this  bill  reeetre  itt  sec- 
ond reading  and  be  referred,  as  other  bills  are,  to  a 
committee,  to  be  considered  and  reported  on?  The  re- 
ply is,  to  prevent  agitation;  that  is,  as  I  understand  it, 
to  prevent  the  feelings  of  the  public  from  being  excited 
and  its  attention  directed  to  ttiis  highly  important  sub- 
ject. If  that  be  the  intention,  I  tell  gentlemen  they  will 
fail  in  their  object.  The  subject  is  already  before  tbe 
public;  and,  if  my  ITe  be  spared,  I  aball  keep  it  there- 
shall  agitate  it  till  the  public  attention  shall  be  rooted  to 
a  full  and  thorough  investigation  of  a  measure  that  I 
firmly  believe  is  not  less  essential  to  the  interest  of  the 
whole  Union  )han  it  ia  to  that  of  the  new  States.  I  tell 
them  more:  that  the  very  unusual  and  extraordinary 
course  they  hare  adopted,  in  opposition  to  this  bill,  will 
but  more  deeply  agitate  the  public  mind,  and  the  more 
intensely  attract  its  attention  to  the  subject.  It  will 
naturally  excite  the  inquiry,  why  not  let  lhi«  bill  take 
the  ordinary  course?  Why  not  let  it  go  lo  a  conuaittee, 
to  inrcali^te  its  proriidons,  and  present  t'l  the  tfRu* 
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menu  Tor  utd  »ninat  it,  folly  And  fiirljr*  to  that  ill 
mcriu  and  demerit^  laeb  u  they  uv,  may  b«  clearly 
widentoodf  Oppoaition  to  to  reaionable  a  eourae  will 
BUtke  the  impreirion  Uiat  the  object  ii  to  suppreat  in- 
Tcuigition,  whatever  may  be  the  motive  of  gentlemen, 
•ltd  will  naturally  ezute  niapicion  and  more  diligent  \a- 
qutry. 

In  making  theae  remarka,  I  am  not  ignorant  that  tbe 
inerita  of  the  bill  are  fully  open  to  diacoaaion  on  tbe 
pending  queattoni  but  it  ia  impoaaible  that  a  haaty  di»> 
cmaioiH  at  Ibia  laat  atan  of  the  aeaaion,  and  when  the  time 
of  tbe  Senate  !■  ao  fuTly  engroaaed  with  other  aub]ect% 
can  he  ao  latiahetory  aa  would  be  a  report,  in  which  the 
viewB  of  tbe  majority  and  minority  of  the  committee, 
after  a  full  consultation,  might  be  calmly  and  deliber- 
ately ipread  at  Urge  before  Ibe  public.  And  why  not 
adopt  ao  natural  a  courae?  beaidea  being  more  TaTorable 
to  inreati^tion.  It  would  consume  leaa  timet  *  point  of 
no  amall  importance  at  the  preaent  atage  of  the  aeanon. . 
If  referred,  ihe  committee  would  doubtleta  be  lo  con- 
stituted ai  lo  comprehend  both  frienda  and  oppooenta 
of  tbe  meaaure.  Among  the  latter,  if  my'  wiahei  ahould 
be  conaulted,  I  would  be  glad  to  aee  the  name  of  the 
Senator  from  MaaMchuaetts,  [Mr.  WistTaa,]  whoia  ao 
capable  of  doing  full  justice  to  whatever  aide  he  under- 
takes to  defend.  It  is  thus  that  the  whole  merits  of  tbe 
measure  would  be  fully  presented!  and  if  it  be  so  Kable 
lo  qbjeeltooa  aa  la  supposed,  the  reault  might  be  to 
aatiafy  the  new  Slatra  themsclvca  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
•doptfd.  But  if,  on  tbe  other  hand,  the  argument  should 
prove  to  be  decidedly  in  ita  favor,  ai  1  firmly  and  con- 
cientiouily  believe,  the  very  agitation  which  gentlemen 
aeem  so  much  to  dread  would  be  promptly  terminated 
by  the  adoption  of  the  meaaure.  Thua  regarding  the 
subject,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  tbia  bill  has  not  been 
permitted  to  lake  tbe  usual  courae,  and  that  1  am  com- 
pelled, in  this  haaty  manner,  without  premeditation,  lo 
reply  to  the  arguments  of  the  Senator  from  Haasachu- 
aetta,  [Hr.  Wsister,]  which,  afler  nnature  deliberation, 
be  has  urged  with  all  his  force  against  the  measure.  I 
ahall  begin  with  my  reply  to  his  constitutional  objections. 
He  holda  that  tlie  measure  ia  unconstitutional,  because 
we  have  no  authority  to  give  away  the  publio  lands. 

I  do  not  feel  myself  obliged  to  meet  this  objection.  It 
la  iH>t  true  in  fact.  The  bill  makes  no  gift.  It  cedes 
the  public  landa  to  tbe  Slates  within  which  they  are  : 
respectively  situated,  subject  to  various  conditions,  and, 
among  others,  that  they  shall  pay  over  one  third  of  the 
gross  amount  of  tbe  aalea  to  tbe  Doited  Stateai  that  they 
riiall  surrender  alt  their  claima  againat  the  Government 
under  tbe  two  and  three  per  cent.  Tunda,  and  take  tbe 
whole  trouble  and  expense  of  Uie  management  of  the 
land,  including  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  tittles. 
But  I  waive  tliia  decraive  answer.  I  meet  the  Senator  on 
h'S  own  ground,  and  with  a  conclusive  argument,  as  far 
at  least  aa  he  is  concerned.  He  admits  that  it  would 
not  be  a  violation  of  the  conatitution  fur  Congresa  lo 
make  a  donation  of  land  to  an  individual}  and  what,  1 
aak,  is  there  to  prevent  it  from  making  a  donation  to 
twO)  to  an  hundred!  or  ■  tbimsand?  And  if  to  them 
individually,  why  not  to  them  in  the  aggregate,  aa  a 
community  or  a  State?  He,  indeed,  admits  that  Con* 
gress  msy  make  a  donation  of  public  lands  to  a  Stale, 
Hir  useful  purposes.  Ifto  one  State,  why  not  to  several 
Statea — to  Ihe  new  Staica,  if  Ihe  meaaure  should  be 
thought  to  be  wise  and  properf  If  there  be  a  dtatine- 
lion,  I  acknowledge  my  intellect  ia  too  obluae  to  per- 
ceive il;  but  as  the  bill  makea  no  gift,  I  feel  under  no 
neceniiy  of  pressing  the  argument  rarlbcr. 

The  Senator's  next  position  is,  that  we  have  no  right 
to  delegate  the  trust  of  administering  the  public  domain, 
confided  to  ua  by  tbe  constitution,  to  the  States.  Here, 
•gain,  I  may  object,  that  tbe  argunent  has  do  foundation 


in  truth.  The  bill  delegatea  no  trust.  It  makea  a  eon- 
ceaaion — a  aale  of  the  public  landa  to  tbe  new  Stateai 
and  what  tbe  Senator  calls  trusts  are  but  conditions  an* 
nezed  to  tbe  aalea— oooditiona  alike  beneficial  to  them 
and  to  the  old  Statea.  The  simple  queaiion.  then,  is, 
can  Congreaaaell  public  landa  to  a  State?  Suppoae  the 
State  of  Ohio  were  lo  offer  to  pay  9L  35  an  acre  for  tbe 
remnant  of  tbe  public  lands  within  her  limits,  oould  not 
Congresa  aell  it  to  her>  And  if  it  msy  aell  for  fl  35, 
may  it  not  for  a  dollar,  for  75  cents,  or  a  leaa  sum,  if  it 
should  be  deemed  the  true  value?  Againt  if  Con^rcH 
can  make  an  absolute  nle,  may  it  not  makea  oonditiooal 
one?  And  if  SO,  why  may  it  not  make  tbe  disposition 
proposed  in  this  bill*  That  is  tbe  question,  and  1  would 
be  glad  to  have  it  answered.  If  I  ever  had  any  conatl- 
tutfonal  scruples  on  the  subject,  tbe  argumenta  of  tbe 
Senator  would  have  aalisRed  me  that  they  were  without 
the  abadow  of  foundation.  His  reaaoning  fkcultiea  are 
well  knowni  and  if  theae  are  the  strongest  constitutional 
objections  that  he  can  advance,  we  may  be  aaaured  that 
Ihe  hill  ia  perfectly  free  from  all  objections  of  that  de- 
scription. 

Having  now  deapatched  the  objectiona  against  the 
constitutionality  of  this  bill,  I  shall  next  consider  the  ar* 
guments  which  the  Senator  urged  againat iu expediency. 
He  aays  that  I  placed  the  neccasity  of  thia  bill  on  the  fact 
of  the  paaaage  of  the  land  bill  repot  ted  by  the  Conmittee 
on  Public  Landst  and,  as  it  was  Uncertain  wbcthef  it 
would  become  a  law,  tbe  ground  on  which  tbe  necearity 
of  this  bill  was  baaed  may  yet  fail.  The  Senate  will 
remember  the  remarks  I  made  on  asking  leave  to  in- 
troduce thia  bill,  and  that  I  wsa  fur  placing  it  on  the 
flimple  fact  of  the  paaaage  of  ih«t  bill.   I  took  broader 

f round,  and  reated  my  motion  on  tbe  dtaracter  of  the 
ill  and  the  circumslancea  which  attended  its  paaaage 
through  thia  body.  From  these,  I  concluded  that  the 
perira  we  all  acknowledge  muat  sometime  come  bad 
actually  arrived,  when  the  public  landa  within  the  new 
States  should  on  proper  conditions  be  ceded  to  them.  F 
do  not  deem  it  necessary  now  to  go  into  a  discussion  of 
the  chsracter  of  the  bill,  nor  the  history  of  its  passage 
through  the  Senate.  We  all  bare,  no  doubt,  formed 
our  opinion  in  relation  to  both.  From  all  I  aaw  and 
beard,  [  am  satiafled  that  the  bill  had  not  the  hearty  aa- 
aent  of  its  atipportera,  whether  from  the  new  or  old 
States;  and  I  doubt  very  much  whether  there  waa  an  in- 
dividual who  voted  for  it,  that  gave  it  his  hearty  appro- 
bation. Many  who  had  uniformly  opposed  all  meaaurea 
of  the  kind,  and  who  represented  portions  of  tbe  Union 
which  had  ever  been  vigilant  on  all  queallona  connected 
with  tbe  public  lands,  were  found  in  tbe  ranka  oF  thoae 
who  supported  the  bill.  The  explanation  is  easy.  It 
aasumed  tbe  character  of  a  party  meaaure,  lo  be  carried 
on  party  grounds,  without  reference  to  the  true  interests 
of  either  the  new  or  old  Ststes;  and,  if  we  are  to  credit 
declarations  made  elsewhere,  to  fulfil  oblifcationa  con- 
tracted anterior  to  the  late  presidential  election.  From 
all  this,  I  inferred  we  had  reached  the  period  when  it 
waa  no  longer  possible  to  prevent  the  public  domains 
from  becoming  tbe  subject  of  party  contention,  and  be- 
ing used  by  party  aa  an  engine  to  control  the  politics  of 
the  country.  It  was  this  conviction,  and  not  the  mere 
pasasge  of  Ihe  bill,  as  lite  Senator  supposes,  that  in- 
duced me  to  introduce  this  bill. 

I  ssw,  clearly,  it  waa  time  to  cut  off  this  vast  source  of 
patronage  and  power,  and  to  place  the  Senators  and 
Repreaenlativea  from  the  new  Slates  on  an  equality  with 
those  from  the  old,  by  withdrawing  our  local  control, 
and  breaking  the  vasaalage  under  which  they  are  now 
placed.  The  Senator  from  Massachuaetta  objecta  to  the 
term,  and  denies  that  Congresa  exercises  any  local  con- 
trol over  thoae  Statea.  I  used  it  to  express  the  atrong 
degree  of  dependence  of  the  new  States  oa  this  Oorern- 
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ment,  whose  power  tnd  patronam  are  ran'tfled  over 
their  wholcL-aurfaee,  and  whoae  domaiiM  coratitule  ao 
large  a  portion  uf  their  territory.  1  certtinly  did  not 
anticipate  that  the  Senator  from  Manachtuettr,  or  any 
oAer,  would  deny  the  existence  of  this  dependence,  or 
the  local  control  of  the  GoTemment  within  their  liinils. 
Can  any  thing*  be  more  local  than  the  lands  of  a  Stated 
uid  can  any  State  be  said  to  be  free  from  dependence 
on  a  OorcmiBcnt,  when  that  GoTemment  has  the  ad- 
ntiDistraUoft  of  a  laii;e  portion  of  ita  domain?  la  it  no 
bardsbip  that  the  citizens  of  the  new  States  should  be 
compelled  to  travel  nine  or  ten  hundred  mlfea  to  this 
place,  and  to  wait  our  tardy  justice  on  all  elaints  con- 
nected with  the  public  Undsi  a  subject,  in  its  own  nature, 
the  most  local  of  all,  and  which  ought,  above  all  others^ 
to  be  under  the  charge  of  the  loe$l  authority  of  the 
States?  [  ask  him  \f  ne  would  be  willing  to  aee  Mis- 
aachusetts  placed  in  the  same  relation  to  this  Qovern- 
Dtentf  and,  if  it  were,  whether  it  would  not  destroy  its 
independence  *  I  ask  him  if  it  must  not  give  a  great  and 
controlling  influence  wherever  it  exists?  I'hrough  its 
lands,  authority  and  action  of  the  Government  pervades 
the  whole  territory  of  the  new  States,  and  (heir  eititens 
become  clumants  at  your  doors,  session  after  aesston, 
either  for  fiiTor  or  Juatioe.  I  do  not  say  that  all  this  ia 
incompatible  with  the  sovereignly  of  those  Statea*  but  I 
do  aver  that  it  ia  In  derogation  oftheir  sovereignty. 

The  Senator  next  objects  to  this  measure,  that  it  would 
not  free  Congress  from  its  present  difliculiies,  in  refer* 
rnce  to  the  public  domsin.  He  says  that  we  should 
■oon  have  the  new  Stales  here,  besieging  us  with  me> 
moriah  to  alter  the  conditiims  of  ccsnun,  with  all  the  de< 
pendenee  and  difllculttea  of  which  we  now  complain. 
My  impression  is  very  different.  Make  the  terms  liberal, 
and  they  will  be  satisfied.  They  will  relieve  Congress 
from  the  whole  burden  of  busineas^  as  far  as  Uie  landa 
are  concerned,  which  now  occupies  so  much  of  its  timet 
and  the  public  councils  will  no  longer  be  under  the  dan- 
gerous influence  inseparable  from  their  management.  If 
hereafter  a  new  state  of  things  should  arise,  and  the  ar> 
rangenient  propoaed  in  the  bill  should  require  reversion, 
it  will  be  for  those  who  come  after  us  to  apply  a  remedyi 
and  I  have  no  fear  but  they  will  da  their  duty. 

Tiie  Senator  next  insists  that  the  acquiiiiion  of  these 
lands  will  prove  no  benefit  to  the  new  States,  and  pre- 
dicts that  it  would  involve  them  in  incessant  agitation 
and  trouble.  Such  might  be  the  caae,  if  the  cession 
was  absolutei  but  the  bill  contftina  proviaiona  which  will 
prove  an  effectual  check  against  these  dilTicuItiei.  To 
place  its  provisions  beyond  alteration  or  attack,  it  ia  ex- 
pressly provided  that,  if  they  should  be  violated  by  the 
States,  the  cession  itself  should  be  void,  and  all  grants 
made  subsequent  thereto  shall  be  null  and  of  no  efTect. 
They  are  thus  placed  under  the  safeguard  of  the  Judi- 
eiaryj  snd  the  courts  of  the  Union  will  determine  on  quei> 
tions  growing  out  of  their  infraction.  For  this  purpose, 
the  cession  has  assumed  the  form  of  a  oompact,  and  1 
feel  confident  that,  under  ita  proririont,  the  new  States 
would  administer  the  land  without  agitation  or  any  seri- 
ous trouble  or  difficulty.  If  this  can  be  efTected,  1  ap- 
peal to  the  Senators,  whether  the  land  within  their  lim- 
its ought  not  to  he  under  their  lucal  administration?  I, 
Ibr  one,  fed  that  we  of  the  old  States  have  not,  and  can- 
not have,  that  full  and  accurate  looal  knowledge  neces- 
iary  fur  their  proper  management.  Of  all  the  branches 
of  our  business,  it  in  that  which  1  least  understand. 
From  this  defect  of  information,  the  Land  Committee  haa 
it  almost  exclusively  under  its  sole  control,  whenever  it 
is  so  constituted  as  to  attract  in  any  degree  the  confi- 
dence of  the  House.  Tbia  baa  been  the  caae  from  the 
first.  I  well  remember,  that  when  1  first  took  my  seat 
in  the  other  House,  Jeremiah  Morrow*  a  member  from 
OhlO)  •  man  of  great  integrity  and  good  Mnir,  was  the 


ehairman  of  the  Coaunittee  on  Publie  Lands,  and  wa^ 
in  fact,  the  sole  legislator  on  all  subjects  connected  with 
tliemi  and  in  thia  oody  we  have  almoat  invariably  yield* 
ed  our  judgment  to  the  committee,  from  a  eonacioua 
want  of  information.  The  difficulty  is  groving  from 
yearto.year,  with  the  vast  increase  of  the  new  Statea 
and  Territories,  and  the  growing  complication  of  our 
land  codei  and  the  consequent  increase  of  buiineaa  ia 
aueh  that  we  already  have  aearce  time  to  deapaleh  it 
with  due  attention.  In  n  abort  time  the  inereaie  will  ba 
doubledf  and  what  shall  we  then  do'  By  pasaing  thia 
bill,  we  will  be  wholly  relieved  from  thia  burden,  and 
the  questions  we  are  now  compelled  to  determine  with- 
out a;lequate  knowledge  will  then  be  settled  by  thoae 
whose  local  knowledge  will  make  them  familiar  and  welt 
acquainted  with  the  aobject. 

But  we  are  told  by  the  Senator  that  the  public  lands 
have  been  well  administered  by  the  General  Government, 
and  that  he  cannot  surrender  his  belief  but  that  they  wiU 
continue  so  to  be.  That  they  were  well  administered  in 
the  early  stages  of  the  Government,  while  they  were 
not  an  object  of  much  pecuniary  or  political  interest,  I 
am  ready  to  admit)  but  I  hold  it  not  less  certain,  that  as 
the  number  and  population  of  the  new  States  increase* 
and,  with  them,  the  value  of  the  public  landa  and  the 
political  importance  of  those  States,  we  must  become 
year  by  year  lesa  and  lesa  competent  to  their  manage- 
ment,  till  finally  we  shall  become  wholly  so.  I  believe 
that  we  are  not  now  far  from  that  period.  Does  not  the 
Senator  see  the  great  and  growing  infiuence  of  the  new 
Slates,  and  that  it  u  in  the  power  of  any  unprincipled 
and  ambitious  man  from  one  of  them  to  wield  that  in* 
fluence  at  his  pleasure?  Should  he  propose  any  measure 
in  relation  to  the  public  land*,  be  it  ever  so  extravagant 
and  dangerous,  the  members  from  the  new  Statea  dare 
not  vote  againat  it,  however  adverse  to  the  measure.  It 
is  useless  to  disguise  the  fuct  that  our  possession  of  so 
much  land  in  the  new  States  creates  and  cheri^es  an 
antagonist  feeling  on  their  part  towards  the  Government, 
as  to  every  measure  that  relalea  to  them.  They  naturally 
consider  your  policy  as  opposed  to  their  inlereat,  and  aa 
retarding  their  growth  and  prosperity,  as  great  as  they 
are.  We  must  lake  human  nature  as  it  is,  and  accom- 
modate our  measures  to  it,  instead  of  making  the  vain 
attempt  to  bend  it  to  our  raeaiurea.  We  muat  calculate 
that  the  means  of  control,  which  this  state  of  things  puts 
into  the  hands  of  the  ambitious  and  designing,  will  not 
be  negleotedt  and,  inatead  of  idly  complaining,  let  usje- 
move  the  cause  by  wise  and  timely  legialatiuD.  The 
difficulties  and  dangers  are  daily  on  the  increase.  Four 
yeara  more  will  probably  add  three  more  new  States, 
and  six  addiiionil  Senators,  with  a  great  increase  of 
members  in  the  other  House;  and,  what  is  more  impor- 
tant, a  corresponding  increase  of  votes  and  infiuence  in 
the  electoral  college.  Can  you  doubt  the  consequences? 
The  public  land%  with  their  immense  patronage,  will  be 
brought  to  bear  more  and  more  on  the  action  of  Congrwi 
will  control  the  preaidential  eleclionst  and  the  result  wiU 
be,  that  he  who  uses  this  vast  fund  of  power  with  the 
least  scruple  will  carry  away  the  prize. 

The  Senator  hiniEelf  sees  and  acknowledges  the  ap* 
proach  of  this  dangerous  period,  and  agrees  that,  when 
it  does  come,  we  must  surrender  the  public  Isnds  with< 
in  the  new  Staleat  but  ia  for  holding  on  till  it  shall  have 
actually  arrived.  My  opinion  ia  the  reverse.  I  regard 
it  as  one  of  the  wisest  max'ms  in  human  afTairs,  that  when 
we  see  an  Inevitable  evil,  likethis,  not  to  be  resisted,  ap- 
proaching, to  make  conceuiona  in  time,  while  we  can 
do  it  with  dignity,  and  not  to  wait  until  necesaity  com- 
pels us  to  act,  and  when  concession,  instead  of  gratitude, 
will  excite  contempt.  The  maxim  is  not  new.  I  have 
denved  it  from  the  greatest  of  modern  atalesmrn,  Ed- 
mund Burke.  He  nrged  its  adeption  on  the  Brltiah  Got- 
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ennent,  in  the  eirly  sUig«i  of  our  ReTolotioni  and  if 
tbe  obitintte  and  infatuated  slatennant  Lord  North, 
then  at  the  head  or  affaria,  had  listened  to  hii  warning 
Toice,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  our  Revolution  would 
have  taken  pUce;  but  events  were  ordered  otherwise. 
The  voice  of  wisdom  was  unheeded,  and  the  Revolution 
CoUowcd,  with  all  its  consequences,  which  have  so  great- 
ly changed  the  condition  or  the  world. 

I  have  thus  hastily,  and  wiUiout  tbe  advantage  or  pre- 
vious reflection,  replied  to  the  argumenti  of  tbe  Senator 
from  Husachuselts.  1  would  have  been  much  gratified 
if  a  course  better  suited  to  the  magnitude  of  the  subject 
and  more  Ihrorable  for  full  and  deliberate  diacusnon, 
had  been  adoptedt  but,  as  it  is,  I  have  passed  over  no 
at^ment,  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  which  he  advanced, 
and,  I  trust,  have  replied  to  Aone  which  I  have  not  luc- 
ccs^lly  refuted. 

I  shall  now  conclude  with  a  fi;w  remarki  m  reply  to 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Soutbabs,]  He 
telh  us  that  he  will  not  bid  for  tbe  new  States.  (I  re- 
gret, said  Hr.  C,  that  I  do  not  see  him  in  hia  place.) 
Does  he  mean  to  intimate  that,  in  introducing  this  bill,  I 
am  bidding  for  tbcm^  If  be  does,  I  throw  back  tbe  in- 
jurious impotallon.  I  indignaatly  repel  the  charge.  No^ 
sir,  I  am  not  a  bidder.  What  I  have  done  baa  been 
from  an  honeit  conviction  of  duty,  and  not  less  for  the 
benefit  of  the  old  than  the  new  States.  The  measure  I 
eonacieotiously  believe  would  be  alike  serviceable  to 
both. 

[Hr.  Sot)THi.as,  who  had  been  absent,  here  returned 
to  the  chamber.  Hr.  C,  seeing  him,  repeated  bis  re- 
marbi  on  which,  Hr.  8.  dischtmed  having  aaid  any  thing 
like  what  Mr.  C.  undentood  him  to  ban  aaid.  On  which, 
Hr.  C.  reaumedi] 

1  am  hsppy  to  hear  it.  I  felt  confident  that  the  Sen- 
ator could  not  intend  to  cast  so  injurious  an  imputation 
on  me,  and  I  rejoice  to  hear  from  his  own  lips  the  frank 
and  honorable  disclosure  be  has  made. 

But  I  not  only  believe  the  meaaure  to  be  beneficial 
and  expedient,  but  I  firmly  believe  it  to  be  indispensable, 
in  order  to  restore  the  Government  to  a  sound  and 
healthy  condition. 

Tbe  tendency  of  our  system  to  centralism,  with  its 
ruinous  consequences,  can  be  no  longer  denied.  To 
counteract  this,  its  p&tmnage  must  be  curtailed.  There 
are  three  great  sources  to  which  its  Immense  patronage 
may  be  mainly  traced,  and  by  which  the  Government  ia 
enabled  \o  exert  such  an  immense  control  over  public 
opinion— tbe  public  lands,  the  post  office,  and  the  cur- 
rency, first  may  be  entirely  removed.  This  bill  will 
cut  it  up  root  and  branch.  By  a  single  atroke  we  would  not 
only  retrench  this  growing  and  almost  boundless  source 
of  patronage,  but  uso  free  ourselves  from  the  pressure 
of  an  immense  mass  of  buuneis,  which  encumbers  our 
legislation,  and  divides  and  distracts  our  attention^  and 
this  would  be  done  without  impairing,  in  the  long  run, 
our  pecuniary  resources.  In  addition,  the  measure  would 
place  the  Senators  from  the  new  States  on  the  same 

anal  and  independent  footing  in  this  chamber  with  our- 
vea.  In  such  results  who  would  not  rejoiced  The 
Senators  from  the  new  Stales  would  especially  have 
cause  to  rejoice  in  tbe  change.  Relieve  them  from  tbe 
dependent  condition  of  their  States,  and  they  would  be 
found  in  the  front  ranks,  auataining  the  laws  and  tbe  con- 
stitution agunst  thecncroachmenta  of  power. 

But  tbe  Senator  from  New  Jersey  tells  us  that  we  have 
no  power  to  pasa  this  bill,  as  it  would  be  in  violation  of 
tbe  ordinance  which  makes  the  public  land  a  common 
fund  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Stalest  and  that  we,  as 
trustees,  are  bound  to  administer  it  strictly  in  reference 
to  the  object  of  the  trust.  In  reply,  I  might  ask  the 
Sawtot  how  be  can  reconcile  his  eonatroction  of  the 
udinance  with  the  conatant  practice  of  the  Government, 


in  which,  if  1  mistake  not,  it  haa  been  austained  by  hia 
vote  \  How  many  grants  have  been  made  out  of  the  pub- 
lie  domain  to  colleges,  academies,  aayluma  for  tiie  deaf 
and  dumb,  and  other  inaiituiiona  of  like  character?  If 
such  coneesrions  be  consistent  with  tbe  provisions  of  the 
ordinance,  what  prevents  this  bill  from  being  so  alsof 
But  I  rest  not  my  reply  on  that  ground.  I  meettbeSena- 
tor  according  to  hia  interpretation  of  the  ordinanee.  I  aa- 
sert  bddly  that  tbe  dtaposition  tbia  bill  propoiea  to  mak« 
of  the  portion  of  the  public  domain  witbin  tbe  new  States 
is  the  very  best,  under  existing  circumstance^  that  can  be 
made,  regarding  it  in  reference  to  the  common  interest 
of  all  the  SUtes.  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that  all  sides 
agree  the  new  States  will  soon  be  able  to  command  their 
terms,  when  otbera  less  favorable  to  Uie  common  interest 
may  be  imposed.  If  we  of  the  old  States  make  it  a  point 
to  hold  on  to  the  last,  they  will,  by  a  necessary  reaotion, 
make  it  a  point  to  extort  all  they  can  when  they  get  tbe 
power.  But  if  we  yield  in  time,  a  durable  Arrangement 
may  be  made,  nntually  beneficial  and  satiafactory  to  bolb 
parties. 

The  Senator  further  objects,  that  if  this  bill  ahuuld 
pass^  its  provisions  would  be  eztendetl,  from  necessity,  to 
all  States  wbieh  may  hereafter  be  admitted  into  tbe 
Union.  I  must  say,  I  see  no  such  neoesaityt  but  my 
present  impreasion  is,  that  such  would  be  the  course  that 
wisdom  woutddictale.  Aeeordingto  my  mode  ofthink* 
ing,  all  the  revenue  we  may  derive  from  the  Bales  of 
lands  in  a  State,  after  its  admission,  is  not  to  be  com- 
pared in  importance  to  its  independence  as  a  sovereign 
member  of  the  Union*  for  there  is  no  danger  of  the  fall- 
ing of  our  institutions  fur  tbe  want  of  pecuniary  means, 
while  there  ii  no  amall  danger  of  their  overthrow  from 
the  growing  and  absorbing  attraction  of  tbia  central 
poWer.  . 

Hr.  WEBSTER  objected  to  the  delay,  and  to  having 
any  impression  made  abroad  that  a  majority  of  the  Sen- 
ate could  be  brought  to  look  favorably  on  such  a  scheme. 

Mr.  WALKER  was  opposed  to  having  iht  subject  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Land*,  bccauaa 
a  majority  of  that  committee  oonalsled  of  members  from 
the  new  Stales.  And,  however  upright  and  honorable 
might  be  their  intentions,  they  would  be  liable  to  have 
their  judgments  warped  by  their  position  and  prejudices. 
Mr.  W.  would  be  unwilling  to  trust  his  own  judgment 
on  such  a  question.  He  should  greatly  prefer  that  the 
bill  be  sent  to  a  select  commiltee,  so  organized  that  a 
majority  of  ita  members  should  consist  of  gentlemen 
from  the  older  and  larger  States  of  the  Uniont  so  that, 
ifpoasible,  a  plan  containing  the  general  principles  of 
Uits  bill  might  be  devised,  in  which  all  parties  would 
agree.  Il  was  no  new  proposition.  It  had  been  made 
long  ago.  Senators  from  the  older  Slates  had  sualained 
it  by  their  speeches,  and  it  had  been  repeatedly  recorii- 
mended  by  the  President.  It  had  been  advocated  by 
the  Vice  President  alstt,  by  Hr.  Tazewell,  and  by  the 
venemble  Maeon,  wbo  advocated  a  measure  even  more 
liberal  than  that  now  proposed.  Mr.  W.  hoped  that  the 
Senate  would  neither  be  exciled  nor  alarmed  by  appeals 
from  any  quarter.  He  bad  no  idea  of  any  definitive  ac- 
tion on  the  subject  during  the  present  session,  but  he 
wished  that  a  full  report  might  be  obtwned,  and  the 
whole  aobjeet  maturely  considered. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  opposed  to  the  motion  for  recnn- 
sideratlon,  and  in  favor  of  a  select  committee.  He  ap- 
proved of  both  the  leading  principles  of  the  bill — the 
cession  to  the  new  States  and  the  graduation  of  pricr —  ' 
but  not  of  all  ita  detalis.  Me  was  tinwilling  to  bind  his 
constituents  for  30  year^  as  the  Western  strength  would 
be  very  soon  vastly  augmented.  lie  hoped  thai  the 
Senators  from  the  old  Stales  would  take  up  the  subject, 
and  present  a  report  upon  it.  This  would  be  a  prr^r* 
I  atory  step,  and  make  some  progreas  towarda  the  ol>ject 
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in  view.  No  one  could  ibrow  hii  ej^ei  over  the  Union, 
without  pcreeivinff  that  in  k  very  short  time  tome  ad* 
juttmeot  of  thiB  matter  muat  take  place.  Some  of  the 
Senaton  from  the  new  Stales  had  repeatedly  jumped  up 
and  declared  that  if  the  graduation  principle  was  lost  at 
this  time,  it  was  gone  rorevers  Hr.  B.  was  not  to  be  so 
discouraged.  The  more  votes  they  lost  the  more  confi- 
dent he  felt  of  ultimate  success)  for  where  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  a  measure  were  good  and  sound,  he 
bad  often  observed  that  the  darkest  period  of  its  hopes 
was  just  before  day.  The  more  gloomy  its  prospects  ap- 
peared for  a  time,  the  more  sure  vcre  tbey  soon  to  break 
out  with  the  brilliancy  of  the  ridng  sun.  In  tim  great 
measure  of  extinguishing  the  federal  title  to  (be  land  in 
the  new  Sutes,  (for  he  considered  it  a  parallel  measure 
to  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title,)  he  had  nerer  doubt- 
ed of  eventual  success.  He  could  no  more  doubt  this, 
than  any  future  event  which  depended  on  natural  causes. 
This  dii  depend  on  natural  causes — on  causes  fixed  as 
nature  herself— vii:  on  the  increase  of  population  in  the 
West.  Those  States  must  in  a  very  short  time  obtain  a 
preponderance  in  the  national  councils.  If  the  West 
was  not  strong  enough  numerically  to  determine  this 

Xiestion  of  the  public  lands,  she  would  accomplish  it  by 
e  perfect  union  of  her  representatives,  and  the  conse- 
quent weight  of  their  infiuence.  He  bad  always  told 
hit  constituents  that  the  time  would  come  when  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  would  cease  to  be  the  local 
Legislature  of  the  new  States,  to  whom  tbey  must  look, 
and  on  whose  pleasure  they  most  depend,  even  for  the 
correction  of  an  erroneous  entry  in  the  pubfic  lands — a 
sort  of  business  for  which  Congress  was  eminently  unfit- 
ted. Mr.  B.  was  not  going  to  enter  into  the  question  at 
this  timet  he  would  only  repeat,  that  lie  looked  forward 
with  confidenqe  to  the  extinction  of  the  federal  title  to 
the  soil  of  the  Western  States.  Six  years  ago,  tlie  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  bad  been  strongly  directed  to  thai 
sttbjeeti  and  there  was  at  that  lime  a  pretty  general  es- 
presinon  of  the  conviction  that  the  perioa  would  soon 
arrive  when  this  thing  must  be  decioedt  and  that  who- 
ever should  be  able  to  effect  an  arrangement  of  it  on  . 
ju»t  and  equitable  terms  would  be  entitled  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  benefactor  to  his  country.  Things  were  then 
fist  verging  to  the  very  point  wliicli  titey  now  seemed  to 
apprand).  But  a  proposition  to  divide  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  among  the  States  had  oreatea  an  intereht 
antagonistical  ("y<-s,  sntagonistical")  to  that  of  the  new 
States.  From  that  day  to  this,  the  doctrine' that  Congress 
is  to  sell  the  public  lands  for  as  much  mohi.7  as  they  can 
get,  and  divide  the  proceeds  among  the  States,  had  ope- 
rated as  an  indudement,  especially  to  the  populous 
States,  to  oppose  the  original  plan,  and  had  for  a  time 
checked  the  current  of  public  opinion.  But  that  cur- 
rent was  now  recovering  its  force.  The  opposition 
which  checked  the  principle  of  graduation  and  pre-emp- 
tion and  ulliniate  cession  was  fast  running  ou*,  and  things 
were  reverting  to  their  old  channel.  He  had  always 
known  titat  the  diversion  was  but  temporary,  and  had 
looked  with  anx'etv  to  the  time  when  the  new  Senators 
from  Arkansas  and  Michigan  woiUd  lake  their  seaU  in 
that  ehaiDbcr."  Ifi  however,  ibejr  could  not  ^et  succeed, 
all  they  had  to  do  was  to  sustain  their  poMtioo*  and  not 
think  of  surrendering  because  tbey  bad  been  once  whip- 
ped. We  will  wait  till  Wiaconun  conea  into  the  Union) 
and,  if  Uceola  should  ever  be  conquered,  till  Florida  loo 
should  come  in-  Let  ihem  only  have  patience,  and  the 
question  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  new  Stales.  He 
said  this  not  in  a  boastful  spirit.  He  did  not  say  that 
they  would  take  the  public  domain  on  their  own  terms. 
He  should  be  as  hr  from  wishiM  to  do  liyustice,  wlien 
the  new  States  cane  to  have  the  upper  band,  as  any 
gentleman  on  the  other  side  could  be,  now  that  the  old 
States  had  the  upper  band.   He  hoped  that  the  whole 


subject  would  be  entered  upon,  with  the  desire  of  bring- 
ing it  to  a  conclusion  that  should  be  just  and  equitable 
as  well  to  the  old  Slates  as  to  tbe  new.  On  all  effcvia 
to  this  good  end  he  would  pray  Heaven  to  shed  its  auspi. 
cious  benedictions. 

Hr.  HUDBARn  said  that  it  was  fur  the  reason  that 
there  was  so  much  pubKe  and  private  bunneas  now  on 
the  calendar,  of  high  importance  to  the  nation,  and  of 
deep  interest  to  individuals,  requiring  the  action  of  the 
Senate,  that  he  was  opposed,  unqualifiedly  opposed, 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  presented  this  morning 
by  tbe  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He  might  ask» 
why  sraa  this  subject  brought  to  the  notica  of  tbe  Sen- 
ate at  this  pertod  of  its  session?  Why  has  not  the  Sen- 
ator from  Carolina  seen  fit  to  introduce  (his  measure  be- 
fore? Why  did  be  not  bring  It  forward  at  an  early  day, 
as  a  substitute  for  tbe  bill  which  has  received  so  much 
of  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and  which  ha*  so  recent- 
ly been  ordered  to  a  third  reading?  Certainly  there  can 
oe'no  occasion  for  paaung  that  bill,  if  this  bill,  now  of- 
fered to  the  Senate,  is  to  find  favor.  If  the  public  do- 
main is  to  be  ceded  at  once  to  the  reactive  Stated  in 
which  it  is  located,  there  can  be  no  propriety  or  fitness 
in  any  further  action  upon  the  bill  which  has  engrossed 
so  much  of  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  since  the 
commencement  of  the  sesnon.  It  is  for  the  reason  that 
the  Senate  baa  well  matured  that  measure — has  made  it 
acceptable  to  the  m^ority  of  its  members— tha^  in  all 
probabiU^,  no  further  disciurion  will  be  bad  upon  it— 
that  no  further  opposition  will  be  made  to  it— that  it 
must  soon  receive  the  favorable  and  the  final  action  of 
this  body — that  be  waa  unwilling  to  have  another,  a  dif- 
ferent, and  a  distinct  proposition,  with  reference  to  tbe 
public  lands,  presented  to  tbe  Senate,  when  only  the 
abort  period  of  three  weeks  remains  before  this  Congress 
must  close  its  labors.  He  could  assure  the  friends  ckf 
the  land  bill  now  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  that  the 
bill  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  must  and  will, 
in  bis  judgment,  embarrass  if  not  prevent  its  final  pas- 
sage. He  would  thcD  unhesitatingly  advise  the  fricnda 
of^that  measure  to  permit  this  bill  to  remain  without  any 
further  action.  In  liia  opinion,  a  proper  regard  to  the 
present  state  of  tbe  public  business  requires  that  there 
should  be  no  further  agitation  here  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic lands.  Kvery  Senator  conversant  with  the  amount 
of  bujAoess  upon  the  docket,  indispensably  requiring  the 
immediate  consideration  of  Congreas,  cannot,  he  be- 
lieved, feel  readyand  willing  now  to  enter  upon  this  bill. 
No  Senator  csn  for  a  moment  doubt,  that  whenever  this 
subject  is  presented,  it  muHt  and  it  will  be  debated,  at 
every  point.  The  very  character  of  the  measure  is  cal- 
culated to  agitate  the  country,  and  muat  elicit  a  protract- 
ed discussion  Itere. 

He  was  then  utterly  opposed  at  this  time  to  tbe  con- 
rideration  of  tbe  bill  offered  by  die  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  At  a  firiend  to  tbe  bill  reported  by  tbe  Com- 
mittee o  I  Public  Lands,  he  was  opposed  to  it.  And 
knowing,  as  be  well  did,  the  state  of  the  calendar,  be 
waa  opposed  to  any  further  notice  of  this  bilit  and,  be- 
fore he  sat  down,  he  intended  to  move  to  lay  the  motioa 
made  b^  the  Senator  from  Uassachusetta  on  tbe  t^le^ 
which,  if  adopted,  would  lay  also  upon  the  table  tbe  ImII 
offered  by  tbe  Senator  fiom  South  Carolina}  and  there 
be  was  willing  it  should  rest  until  the  commcnceaent  of 
another  session. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  bad  said  that  the  time 
would  come  when  the  Government  would  cede  the  pub- 
tic  lands  to  the  respective  Slates  in  which  the  lands  are 
aituated.  That  time  may  come;  and,  for  one,  be  bad 
lull  confidence  in  tbe  justice  of  the  eounlryt  and  when* 
ever  public  policy  required  the  cession  of  the  public 
lands  to  the  new  States,  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be 
done  by  tbe  Government  upon  nicb  just  and  cqntiable 
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terms  u  would  be  acceptable  both  to  the  old  and  to  the 
new  Statei.  But  that  time  has  not  yet  arrived.  The 
public  mind  has  not,  ks  yet,  been  directed  to  this  matter. 
There  was  no  ground  of  public  policy  or  of  E^eneral  ex- 
pediency which  at  this  particular  time  recommended  tbe 
neaiure  to  the  favorable  conndenitian  of  the  people. 
Eaoagli  has  been  donei  tbe  bill  hat  been  brought  for- 
wardi  it  has  been  received  and  read,  and  will  be  printed. 
There  let  the  matter  rest.  The  public  attention  will 
necessarily  be  drawn  to  this  subject,  and  all  has  been 
done  that  ought  to  be  done.  The  action  of  Congress 
should  follow  the  lead  of  public  sentiment. 

Upon  the  all-important  subject  of  the  public  domain — 
a  subject  in  which  the  people  of  the  whole  country  are 
interested — there  should  be  n-i  procee£n|f  here  tending 
to  control  the  course  of  public  opinion.  Let  the  peo- 
ple come  forward  and  express  their  wishes  and  their 
wants  in  relation  to  this  matter)  then,  and  not  till  then, 
ought  Congress  to  act.  He  was,  then,  on  every  view  of 
this  subject,  opposed  to  any  further  proceeding  at  tiiis 
lime  upon  the  bill  offered  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  He  was  of  opinion  that  evil,  rather  than  good, 
to  the  cause  of  the  new  Slates,  would  be  the  effect  of 
any  premature  action  upon  this  subject  on  the  part  of 
Congress.  He  would,  tnerefore,  let  it  rest)  snd,  in  or- 
der to  test  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  at  once,  he  would 
now  move  to  lay  the  motion  of  tbe  Senator  Dram  Hassa- 
chusetta  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  H.  withdrew  the  motion,  on  request  of 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  who  again  pressed  for  a  select  com- 
nittee.  The  time  for  action  had  arrived.  Tbe  measure 
had  already  been  presented  to  tbe  public,  and  could  not 
be  unpreaentedt  and  he  wished  the  country  to  hear 
and  consider  the  arguments  both  for  and  ^^inat  it. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  now  put,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  as  fotlowa: 

YaAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Cutlibert,  Dana,  Davis,  Bwing  of  Ohio, 
Hubbard,  Rent^  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Niies,  Page, 
Psrker,  Prentiss,  Hives.  Robhlns,  Ruggles,  Southard, 
Siranice,  SwifV,  Tallmadgr,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Websteri 
Wright--29. 

N^TB — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Citlhoun, '  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabams, 
Linn,  Lyon,  HcKean,  Huore,  Morris,  Moulon,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Preston,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tipton,  Walker, 
White— 22. 

So  tbe  Senate  resolved  to  reconsider  the  second 
reading  of  tbe  bill,  and  it  is  therefore  before  the  Senate 
on  itsnnt  reading. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  land  bill, 
Mr.  CALHOUN  said:  f  have  received,  within  tbe  last 
forty-eight  hours,  a  communication  from  the  Chief  Ma« 
gistrate,  connected  with  the  hill  now  before  tbe  Senate, 
of  such  a  nature  that  duty  to  myself,  as  well  as  to  this 
body,  renders  it  necessary  that  I  should  lay  it  before  the 
Senate. 

[Rere  Mr.  C.  sent  to  tbe  Secretary  the  letter,  whtob 
wu  read,  as  followsi] 

Washhtstoit,  February  7,  1837. 

Sir:  In  the  Globe  of  the  6th  instant  I  Bnd  the  report 
of  a  speech  made  by  yon  on  tbe  4tb,  upon  tbe  land  bill, 
which  contains  tbe  loliowing  passages,  viz: 

**  Was  it  not  notorious  that  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  himself  had  been  connected  with  the  purchase 
of  the  public  lands?  Tes,  the  *  experiment.'  (Mr.  Ci.l> 
RODir  delighted  in  the  word)  was  the  cause  of  specula- 
tion in  puolic  lands;  and  if  Ibis  bill  should  not  be  passed, 
peculations  could  not  go  on,  and  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  DBuat  consequently  be  reduced.  He  contended 
VoK.  XUL— 48 


that  every  man  could  not  but  see  that  it  would  be  utter 
ruin  to  those  who  had  borrowed  money  to  speculate  in 
lands,  if  the  system  was  not  to  go  on."  In  a  former 
part  of  your  speech,  as  reported,  you  say:  "  The  spec- 
ulation, which  a  particular  state  of  things  had  given  rae 
to,  had  been  produced  by  those  in  power.  They  had 
proSted  by  that  state  of  things;  and,  should  this  bill  be 
passed,  it  would  only  consummate  their  wishes."  &c. 

Knowing  the  liabilities  of  reporters  to  err,  in  taking 
down  and  writing  out  the  speeches  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, I  have  made  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  accuracy 
of  this  report,  and  have  been  furnished  with  certificates 
ofgentlemen  who  heard  you,  affirming  ibat  it  is  lubstan- 
ti&lly  correct. 

You  cannot  but  be  aware,  sir,  that  the  imputations 
which  your  language  conveys  are  calculated,  if  believed, 
to  des'roy  my  ^aracter  as  a  man,  and  that  the  charge 
is  one  which,  if  true,  ought  lo  produce  my  impeachment 
and  punishment  as  a  public  officer,  if  I  caused  the  re- 
moval of  the  depoaites  for  the  base  purpose  of  enriching 
myself  or  my  friends  by  any  of  the  results  which  might 
grow  out  of  that  measure,  there  is  no  term  of  reproach 
which  I  do  not  deserve,  and  no  puniihmcnt  known  to  the 
laws  which  ought  not  to  be  inflicted  upon  me.  On  the 
contrary,  if  the  whole  imputation,  both  as  to  motive  nod 
fact,  be  a  fabrication  and  a  calumny,  the  puni^meut 
which  belongs  to  me,  if  guilty,  is  too  mild  for  him  who 
wilfully  makes  it. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  constitutional  privile^  under 
which  this  imputation  is  east  forth,  and  the  immunity 
which  it  aecures.  That  privilege  it  is  in  no  degree  my 
purpose  to  violate,  however  gross  and  wicked  may  bare 
been  the  abuse  of  it.  'But  I  exercise  only  tbe  common 
right  of  every  citiien,  vben  I  inform  you  that  the  impu- 
tations you  have  cast  upon  me  sre  false  in  every  particu- 
lar, not  having  for  the  last  ten  years  purchased  any  pub- 
lic land,  or  had  any  interest  in  such  purchase.  The 
whole  charge,  unless  explained,  must  he  considered  the 
offspring  of  a  morbid  imagination  or  of  sleepless  malice. 

I  ask  you,  sir,  as  an  act  due  to  justice,  honor,  and 
truth,  to  retract  this  charge  on  tbe  floor  of  the  Senate  in 
as  pubKc  a  manner  as  it  has  been  uttered;  it  being  the 
most  appropriate  mode  by  which  you  can  repair  tbe  in- 
jury which  might  otherwise  flow  from  it. 

But  in  the  event  that  you  fait  to  do  so-,  I  then  demand 
that  you  place  your  cha^e  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, that  they  may  institute  the  necessary  pro- 
ceeding to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  your  impu- 
tation, with  •  view  to  such  further  measures  as  justice 
may  ivquire. 

If  you  will  neither  do  justice  yourself,  nor  place  tbe 
matter  in  a  position  where  justice  may  he  done  me  by 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  resort  to  the  on\^  remedy  lefl  me,  and,  before  1  leave 
the  city,  give  publicity  to  this  letter,  by  which  you  will 
stand  stigmatized  as  one  who,  protected  by  his  constitu- 
tional privilege,  is  ready  to  stab  the  reputation  of  others^ 
without  the  magnanimily  to  do  them  justice,  or  the  hon- 
or to  place  them  in  a  situation  to  receive  it  from  others. 
Yours,  8«!. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  Hon.  J.  C.  Cakbovr, 

U.  S.  Smatf.. 

P.  S.  I  herewith  enclose  you  the  copies  of  two  notes, 
verifying  the  correctness  of  tbe  rep-jrf  of  your  speech  in 
the  Globe  of  the  6th  instanl.  A.  J. 

No.  1. 

WASBUfexov  CiTT,  February  6,  183)'. 
At  the  request  of  the  President  of  tbe  United  Ststes, 
I  hereby  certify  thst  1  was  present  in  the  gallery  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  on  Saturday,  the  4th  instant, 
during  a  discussion  upon  tbe  land  bill,  and  heard  so^ 
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of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Ciuious  upon  that  Mibjeclt  ia 
which  the  President  wu  charged  wilh  being  t  specula- 
tor in  public  lands. 

On  coming  out  of  the  Capitol,  the  subject  wu  men- 
tioned to  me  by  a  friend  of  the  Presidenti  and  my  rec- 
ollectioo  of  ttie  words  used  accorded  with  what  he  un- 
dentood  had  been  said,  and  which  is  substantially  the 
game  as  reported  in  the  Globe  of  the  6th  instant. 

ARTHUR  CAMPBELL. 
No.  3. 

WisaixoTOir,  Fd>rWtry  7, 1837. 
Sir:  In  attswer  to  your  inquiry  of  me,  whether  Mr. 
CitHoirir,  in  his  remarks  on  lite  land  bill,  on  Saturday 
last,  used  the  words  attributed  to  him  by  me  in  the  re- 
port which  appeared  in  '*  the  Globe"  of  yesterday,  viz: 
"  Was  it  not  notorious  that  the  President  of  the  United 
SUtes  himself  had  been  connected  with  the  purchase  of 
public  landb?"  I  would  state  that  I  have  referred  to  my 
■bort'hand  nutcp,  and  find  that  such  wai  the  language  he 
uaed,  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 
Yours,  Tery  respectfully, 

W.  E.  DRAKE. 
I  certify  that  No.  1  and  Vo.  2  are  true  copies  of  the 
origliwla. 

Test:  A.  JACKSON,  Jk. 

I  do  not  intend,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  in  what  I  propose  to 
say,  to  comment  on  the  character  or  the  language  of 
this  extraordinary  letter.  It  has  excited  in  my  bosom 
the  mingled  lecli'ngs  of  pity  for  tlte  weakness  of  ita  au- 
thor, contempt  for  hia  menace,  and  humiliation  thai  one 
occupying  the  office  which  he  does  should  place  himself 
in  a  utuation  so  unworthy  of  his'extlted  station.  Nor 
Ao  I  intend  to  invoke  the  interposition  of  the  Senate  to 
protect  the  privilege  attached  to  a  Senator  frcm  one  of 
the  aovereign  Statea  of  this  confederacy,  which  has  been 
outraged  in  my  person.  1  seek  no  aid  to  defend  my  own 
privileges;  and,  so  far  from  being  intimidated,  I  shall  be 
embcdoened  to  expreas  myself  with  greater  freedom,  if 
poiaiblei  to  denounce  the  corruption  of  the  adminittra- 
tkm,  or  the  violation  of  the  bws  and  of  the  constitution, 
in  consequence  of  this  attempt  to  restrain  the  free  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  expressing  my  opinions  upon  all  sub- 
jects concerning  the  public  interests,  secured  to  me  by 
the  constitution.  1  leave  to  the  Senate  to  deletmine 
what  measures  the  preservation  of  their  own  privileges 
demands. 

Much  lest  do  I  intend  to  comply  with  the  request  or 
demand  made  of  me;  demand  haa  no  place  between 
equalst  and  1  hold  myself,  within  my  constitutional  privi- 
lege, at  least  equal  to  the  Chief  MsRistrate  himself.  I, 
as  a  legislator,  have  a  right  to  investigate  and  pronounce 
upon  his  conduct,  and  to  condemn  his  acts  freely,  when- 
ever I  consider  them  to  be  in  violation  of  the  laws  and 
of  the  constitution.  I,  as  a  Senator,  may  judge  him;  he 
can  never  judge  me. 

Hy  d>jeet  is  to  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  reiter- 
ate what  I  Bud,  as  broadly  and  fully  as  1  uttered  tbtm 
on  a  former  occasion,  here  in  my  plscei  where  alone  1 
am  respon«ble,  and  where  the  friends  of  the  President 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  correct  my  statement  if  er- 
roneous, or  to  refute  my  conclusions  if  not  fairly  drawn. 
I  spoke  without  notes,  and  it  may  be  that  1  may  omit 
lomeUiiDg  which  I  said  on  the  former  occMiun  that  may 
be  deemed  material,  or  expreas  myself  less  full  and 
strong  than  I  then  did.  If  so,  1  will  thank  any  Senatrr 
to  remind  me,  so  that  my  statement  now  may  be  ss  strong 
and  as  full  as  then. 

If  my  memory  serves  me,  I  opened  my  remarks,  when 
I  spoke  formetly,  by  slating  that  so  many  and  so  subtle 
were  the  devices  by  which  those  who  were  in  power 
could,  in  these  times,  fleece  the  people,  without  llicir 
knowing  it,  that  it  vas  almost  enough  to  make  a  luvcr  of 


bis  country  despair  of  its  liberty.    I  then  stated  that  I 
knew  of  no  measure  which  could  better  illustrate  the 
truth  of  this  remark  than  the  one  now  before  us.  Its 
professed  object  is  to  restrict  the  sales  of  public  Und,  in 
order,  ai  is  avowed,  to  prevent  speculation;  and,  b^  con- 
sequence,  tiie  accumulation  of  a  furplui  revenue  in  the 
Treasury.    The  measure  is  understuod  to  be  an  adminia* 
tration  measure.    1  then  stated  that,  so  i*t  from  prevent- 
ing speculation,  it  would,  in  fact,  but  consummate  the 
greatest  speculation  which  this  country  had  ever  witnes- 
sed— a  speculation  originating  in  a  state  of  things  of  wliicli 
those  in  power  were  (he  authors;  by  which  they  bad 
profited;  and  which  this  meuure*  should  it  become  » 
law,  would  but  complete.    I  then  aaked  what  had  caus- 
ed such  sn  extraordinary  demand  for  public  land,  that 
the  sales  should  have  mure  than  quintupled  within  the 
last  three  years.'  and  said  that,  to  answer  this  question, 
we  must  look  to  the  stale  of  the  currency.    That  it  was 
owing  to  the  extraordinary  increase  of  bank  paper* 
which  had  filled  to  repletion  all  the  channels  of  circula- 
tion.  The  Sccretu-y  had  Cktimaled  this  increase,  with- 
in lliat  period,  it  from  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  iti- 
dividuaf  to  ten  dollars.    I  believe  the  increase  to  be 
much  greater;  the  cffecta  of  which  have  been  to  double 
the  price  of  every  article  which  has  not  been  kept  down 
by  some  particuUr  cause.    In  the  mean  lime,  the  price 
of  public  land  has  remained  unaltered,  at  one  dollur  and 
twenty-five  cents  the  acre;  and  the  natural  consequence 
was,  that  this  excesaive  currency  ovei  flowed  upon  the 
public  land,  and  has  caused  those  extraordinary  specula- 
tions  which  it  is  the  prorcssed  object  of  this  bill  to  pre- 
vent. 

llhen  askid,  wliat  had  caused  this  inundation  of  paper? 
The  answer  was,  the  experiment,  (1  love  to  remind  Ihc 
gentleman  of  the  word,)  which  had  removed  the  only 
restrictions  that  existed  against  ibe  issue  of  bank  paper. 
The  consequence  was  predicted  at  the  time;  it  was  fore- 
told that  bsnka  wouki  multiply  almost  without  number, 
and  pour  forth  ibeir  issues  without  restriction  or  limita- 
tion. These  predictions  were  at  the  time  unbeeded; 
their  truth  now  begins  to  be  realized. 

The  experiment  cummenced  by  a  transfer  of  the  pub* 
lie  funds  from  where  tliey  were  placed  by  law,  and  where 
they  were  under  its  saftrguard  sod  protection,  to  banks 
which  were  under  the  sole  and  unlimited  control  of  the 
Executive.  The  eflect  was  a  vast  increase  of  executive 
patronage,  and  the  opening  a  field  of  speculation,  in  de- 
scribing which,  in  anticipation,  I  pronounced  it  to  be  so 
ample,  that  Rothschild  himself  might  envy  the  opportu- 
nity which  it  afl'urded.    Such  it  has  proved  to  be. 

The  administration  has  proRted  by  (bis  vast  patron- 
age, and  the  prejudice  which  it  has  excited  against  the 
bank,  as  the  means  uT  sustsining  themselves  in  power. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  remarks  in  illustration  of 
this.  The  truth  of  the  statement  is  known  to  all  the 
Senators  who  have  daily  witnessed  the  party  topics  whicb 
have  been  drawn  from  ibis  fruitful  source.  1  then  re- 
marked that,  if  rumor  were  to  be  trusted,  it  was  not  only 
in  a  political  point  of  view  that  those  in  power  bad  pr<»- 
ited  by  the  vast  means  put  in  the  bands  ol  the  Execu- 
tive by  the  experiment;  they  had  pnifited  in  a  pecuni- 
ary as  well  SB  in  a  political  pwnt  of  view.  It  has  been 
frequently  stated,  and  not  contradicted,  that  many  in 
high  places  are  among  the  speculatora  in  public  tandst 
and  that  even  an  Individual  cuutiected  with  the  President 
himself,  one  of  tiis  nephews,  was  an  extensive  adventur- 
er in  this  field  uf  tpecuUtion.  1  did  not  nsme  h>m,  but 
I  nuw  feel  myself  called  upon  to  do  so.  1  mean  Ur.  Uc- 
Lemore. 

Having  established  these  points,  I  next  undertook  to 
show  thiit  this  bill  would  consummalc  Ihone  speculationr, 
and  establish  the  pnlitical  ssccndet>cy  which  the  cxperi- 
mcni  had  given  to  the  admlniklratioR.    In  proof  ol  the 
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fcirmer,  I  availed  myaelfof  the  declaration  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Comnnittee  on  Public  Land^,  who  bad  slated 
that  the  apecularors  Itad  already  purchased  and  herd  a 
vaat  amount  of  public  Itndi  not  leta,  aa  I  understood  him, 
linn  twea^-fire  or  thirty  milliona  of  acreat  and  that,  if 
thb  bill  did  not  pass,  lha  leenea  of  the  Utt  two  years 
Would  be  repettea  in  thia  and  the  comlne  year.  I  then 
undertook  to  show,  fh>ni  the  shuwingf  of  the  chairnun 
hifiMcir,  that  these  speculations  would  prove  ruinous 
without  the  aid  of  this  bill.  He  had  staled  that  the  an- 
nual demand  for  public  land,  resulting  from  our  increas- 
ed population,  could  not  exceed  five  millions  of  acres. 

Now,  assuming  that  the  quantity  on  hand  is  thirty  mil- 
lions of  acres,  there  would  be  six  yeara*  supply  in  the 
Iniida  of  qieculaton^  even  if  the  land  offieea  or  the  Uni- 
ted Statei  be-elosedt  and  Uut  if  the  bill  did  not  pass,  ac- 
cording to  bis  sho«nng-,  it  would  take  double  or  treble 
the  time  n  'lispose  of  the  lands  which,  in  that  case,  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  speculators.  AH  must  see  the  certain 
ruin,  in  that  event,  of  those  who  have  borrowed  money 
to  speculate  in  land;  particularly  if  the  sales  of  public 
land  should  be  free  and  open  to  every  one,  as  it  now  is, 
to  purchase  to  the  extent  of  his  means.  I  next  showed 
that  the  eontett  wm  between  the  Government,  as  a  deal- 
er in  public  land,  and  the  specuhtorsi  that  they  held  in 
market  at  least  an  equal  quantity  in  value  to  that  which 
the  Government  now  has  offered  fur  sale,  and  that  every 
restriction  imposed  upon  the  satea  of  Government  land 
must,  of  nec«iiy,  increue  the  advaatagei  of  in  rival 
dealen. 

I  then  showed  that  very  onerous  end  oppremlTe  re- 
atriction^  of  an  odious  character,  upon  the  lalea  of  the 
public  landi^  would  be  imposed  if  the  bill  should  pan. 
No  one  thereafter  coald  purotiase  land  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  without  a  license — a  license,  in  my  opinion,  as  of- 
lensive  and  odious  as  would  be  a  license  on  the  press. 
To  obtain  this  license,  the  oath  of  the  applicant  was  re- 
quired, and  then  it  could  only  be  obtained  on  payment 
of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  for  which 
the  citizen  may  now  receive  •  grant  in  fee  Mm^le.  Af- 
ter he  had  made  his  purchase,  under  the  authority  of  hia 
license,  the  purchner  has  lo  comply  wiUi  the  condition 
of  settlement  and  cultivation,  and  must,  within  the  peri- 
oA  of  five  years,  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register 
mod  receiver,  who  are  made  high  judicial  officers,  a  cool- 
pliance  with  these  condition!!,  before  he  can  receive  hia 
title;  and  if  he  failed  to  comply,  by  accident  or  other- 
wise, he  forfieita  both  his  money  and  the  land.  I  atated 
that  this  was  a  virtual  increase  of  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  to  the  actual  settler;  so  much  so,  that  any  sober- 
minded  man  would  prefer  to  give  the  speculators  two 
dolUrs  per  acre  for  land  of  the  same  quality,  to  giving' 
the  Government  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  fur  a 
license  with  these  oppressive  conditions. 

Havii^  establiriied  this  point,  I  then  undertook  to 
■bow  that  it  would  inerase  vastly  tlie  power  of  the 
Government  in  the  new  Slates,  if  they  chose  to  exer* 
cise  this  patronage  fur  political  purposes.  That  they 
would  so  use  it,  we  have  ample  proof  in  the  past  conduct 
of  the  administration,  and  in  the  principles  which  have 
been  openly  avowed  by  its  friends.  A  former  Senator 
from  New  York,  high  in  the  coiTidence  of  the  party,  and 
now  Chief  .Magistrate  i)f  that  State,  has  openly  avowed,  in 
his  place  on  this  floor,  that  to  the  victorsbelong  the  spoils; 
for  which  he  was  reprimanded  at  the  time  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wkbsti>]  in  a  manner  wor- 
thy of  his  distinguished  talents.  Assuming,  then,  that 
the  power  would  be  exercised  with  a  view  to  political 
influence,  I  showed  that  it  would  pisce  a  vast  number  of 
the  citizens  of  the  new  States,  probably  not  leas  than 
one  hundred  thouflintl,  in  a  condition  of  complete  de- 
pendence on  the  receivers,  and  of  rtasalage  to  the  Gov 
ernment. 


These  are  the  sentiments  which  I  delivered  on  >  for^ 
mer  occasion,  and  which  I  now  reiterate  to  the  full  ex- 
tent— omitting  nothing  that  is  material,  as  fiir  as  connect* 
ed  with  the  letter  of  the  President;  and  for  the  delivery 
of  which,  my  privileges  as  a  Senator,  and  those  of  this 
body,  have  been  to  grossly  outraged. 

Hr.  GRUKDY  said  that  he  bad  risen  not  to  say  any 
thing  respecting  the  letter  and  ccrtificBtes  whieh  luid 
been  read,  nor  of  the  feelinn  of  the  Senator  from  Bouth 
Carolina  towards  the  President,  or  of  the  President  to- 
wards that  gentleman.  With  their  long  continued  and 
unhappy  differences  and  misunderstandings  he  had 
nothing  to  do.   He  ihould  rather  uy,  with  the  poet. 

Nan  DobiH  tantas  componere  Ules. 

He  regretted  greatly  that  any  such  misunderstanding 
ahould  exist;  and  whatever  the  Senate  might  think 
proper  to  say  ur  do  in  the  case,  if  bis  judgment  spproved 
of  it,  be  should  cheerfully  assent.  Something  certainly 
was  due  in  justice  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 
Mr.  O.  did  not  so  itnderstand  him  as  he  had  been  reprc* 
sented.  He  had  listened  attentively,  and  had  not  heard 
any  thing  from  Uiat  gentleman  which  induced  bim  to  be- 
lieve that  any  intimation  in  his  apeech  was  directed  iniott 
the  President,  personally  or  individually.  The  charge 
had  been  of  a  general  character,  and  much  in  the  lan- 
guage now  stated.  That  which  had  chiefly  arrested  hit 
attention  in  the  recapitulation  now  made  was  (he  connex- 
ion between  Mr.  HcLemore  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  McLemore  was  one  of  Mr.  &»  near> 
ett  neighbor!.  He  could  not  say  that  he  waa  intimately 
acqaainted  with  the  nature  of  that  gentleman'*  buaiiWH, 
but  he  had  a  general  impression  as  to  what  it  was.  And 
he  might  venture  very  sifely  to  say  that  Mr.  McLemore 
had  not  burrowed  money  to  speculate  upon  since  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites.  Though  certainly  a  man  of 
great  wealth,  he  bad  enough  to  do  to  pay  his  own  debtst 
nor  was  it  in  his  power  to  obtMn  as  much  accommoda- 
tion from  the  banks  as  many  others  of  less  property  than 
himself.  Mr  6.  did  not  believe  that  be  tiad  any  intereat 
jn  the  proceedings  referred  to.  He  tiM  been  a  loeater 
of  land  Tor  others,  and  Mr.  G.  had  beard  that  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  obtaining  $200  for  every  tract  of  one  mile 
square  which  he  located.  He  did  not,  however,  speak 
this  from  bis  own  knowledge.  From  all  he  knew  of 
Hr.  HcLemore's  afikira,  he  did  not  believe  that  the  «)• 
erations  of  this  Goveroment  were  looked  to  by  bim  for 
purposes  of  speculation.  The  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carotins,  which  he  understood  to  relate  to 
thia  gentleman,  constituted  the  only  part  of  hn  ipcech 
which  at  all  aff'ected  the  President.  To  be  sure,  it  was 
impossible  for  Mr.  G.,  at  the  time  the  Senator  was 
speaking,  not  to  think  of  certain  individuals  concerning 
whom  he  had  heard  reports  in  regard  to  speculation. 
There  were  individual  high  in  office  who  were  sud  to  be 
concerned,  but  Mr.  G.  had  not  understood  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  it  referring  individually  to  the 
President. 

Mr,  G.  said  that  Mr.  McLemore  was  no  rebtive  of 
the  President  by  consanguinity {  he  had  married  the 
daujfhtcr  of  John  Donelson. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  some  remarks.  He  wis  under- 
stood to  say  that  he  bad  not  read  the  report  of  hiaremarki 
in  the  Globe,  or  in  any  other  paper;  he  had  often  done  ic^ 
and  generally  found  them  very  incorrectly  given.  Nor 
was  this  surprising]  the  situation  of  the  reporters,  and  the 
noise  in  the  chamber,  rendered  it  almost  impoaiible  that 
they  should  distinctly  hear  all  that  was  said.  The  reporter 
wbo  had  certified  in  this  case  sat,  he  believed,  immedi- 
ately behind  him;  and  the  reportera  of  the  Globe  were 
never  in  the  habit  of  submitting  to  him  any  of  their  re> 
porta  for  revision. 

Mr.  C.  did  not  impute  any  blame  for  What  baa 
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been  reported  in  the  Globe.  Tbe  Prei'ident,  bow- 
ever,  hsd  thought  proper  to  tube  up  that  report,  and. 
in  cnmrnentinf;  upon  it,  had  uied  lanftuage  which  no 
gentleman  was  in  the  habit  oF  employing  to  another,  and 
whicbt  indeed,  waa  more  worthy  or  the  purlieus  of  Bil- 
■ingsgmte  then  of  the  manner  of  the  Cblef  Hi|fiatmte  of 
ft  ^rttX  nitlun. 

Mr.  WALKEfi  said  he  should  make  no  remarks  nn 
the  difficulty  which  had  arisen  between  the  Senator  from 
South  Carohna  and  the  President.  He  had  been  an  at- 
tentive listener  during  the  speech  referred  to,  and  had 
not  understood  the  Senator  as  makin)^  any  charge  against 
the  President  personally.  The  charges  had  been  of  a 
general  nature,  connecting  the  removiil  of  the  deposttcs 
with  the  system  of  speculation  and  with  the  introduction 
of  tbe  present  bill.  Mr.  W.  would  say  a  few  words  at 
to  the  manner  in  which  this  bill  had  been  introduced. 
An  address  had  been  delivered  by  himself  in  1830,  in 
which  the  proposition  now  imbodied  in  the  bill  was 
aubttantially  proposed)  the  address  had  been  published, 
and — 

Mr.  CALHOUN  here  interposed,  and  disclaimed  any 
imputation  whatever  on  the  motives  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  introducing  the  billt  he  had  never  doubted 
for  a  moment  that  they  were  honest  and  patriotic,  and 
that  the  hcmorable  Senitor't  whole  course  in  the  matter 
was  prompted  by  his  zeal  for  what  bc  underatood  to  be 
the  interests  of  the  new  States. 

Mr.  WALKER  went  on  to  observe  that  the  measure 
did  not  originate  with  the  administrationt  but  had  in  the 
first  place  been  auggested  in  the  address  referred  to, 
and  had  again  been  called  up  to  public  notice  during  a 
severe  canvaas  in  his  own  State  during  the  year  1834.  It 
had  no  conneiion  whatever  with  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites.  That,  on  the  contrary,  was  he  believed,  the 
only  administration  measure  which  be  had  felt  it  his  duty 
to  oppose,' not  on  grounds  of  constitutional  law,  how- 
ever, but  on  those  of  expediency  alone.  Mr.  W.  then 
went  into  a,defence  of  the  bill,  contending  that  it  would 
have  an  effect  the  very  reverse  of  that  which  had  been 
predicted  on  the  price  of  land  in  tbe  hands  of  specula- 
tors. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  would  merely  observe  that,  if  he  had 
been  led  into  error  in  supposing  that  the  funds  derived 
^om  banks  had  been  used  fur  purposes  of  Bpeculation 
in  tbe  public  lands,  he  had  been  led  into  it  by  the  Presi- 
dent himself,  who  had  said  ao  in  his  message. 

Mr.  C^AT  rose,  and  aaid  that  he  bad  waited,  under 
the  expectation  that  the  Senator  from  HIssinippi,  [Mr. 
Walkeb,]  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  or  some  other 
friend  of  tbe  administration,  would  make  some  motion 
founded  upon  the  letter  which  had  been  laid  before  the 
Senate  by  the  Senator  tram  Suuth  Carolina.  And  if 
DOW  (added  Mr.  C,  pausing,  and  lookiiTg  around  the 
Senate)  any  friend  of  the  administration  has  it  in  con* 
templation  to  aubmit  any  such  motion,  I  will,  with 
pleasure,  give  «sy  that  It  may  be  made. 

That  most  extraordinary  letter  (continued  Mr.  C.) 
haa  filled  me  with  the  deepest  regret  and  mortification: 
regret  that  the  illuslrious  citizen  at  the  head  of  the 
Ouvernment  should  haveaHowed  himself  to  address  such 
a  letter,  in  such  a  spirit,  and  in  such  languwe,  to  one  of 
therepresentatiTestrf'  a  sovereign  Sute  or tbia  tJniont 
mortification  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  shonid 
be  reduced  to  the  state  of  degradation  in  which  ve  all 
feel  and  know  it  now  to  be.  That  this  letter  is  a  palpa- 
ble breach  of  the  privileges  appertaining  to  this  body 
by  the  constitution,  is  beyond  all  controversy.  It  has 
not  been  dented,  and  cannot  be  denied.  It  is  such  a 
letter  as  no  constitutional  monarch  would  dire  address 
to  any  member  of  the  legislative  bodyt  and  if  he  could 
so  bx  forget  bimself  u  to  do  it,  it  would  make  the 
tbrone  riiake  on  wbleb  be  sitf. 


We,  Mr.  President,  who  belong  to  the  opposition, 
have  no  power  to  pcotrct  the  privileges  of  this  bodjr, 
nor  our  mdividual  privileges.  The  majority  alone  is 
now  invested  with  authority  to  accomplish  those  ob- 
jects. On  that  majority  rests  exclusively  the  responri- 
bilily  of  maintaining  the  dignity  and  the  privileges  of  the 
Senate.  And  I  have  seen,  with  great  surprise,  that  not 
one  of  that  majority  has  risen,  or  appears  disposed  to 
rise,  to  vindicate  the  privileges  which  belong  to  the 
Senate.  All  of  them,  on  the  contrary,  sit  by  in  silence, 
as  if  they  were  ready  to  acquiesce  in  this  new  invasion 
of  the  rights  of  the  Senate  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Government. 

I  heard  with  satisfaction,  from  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  that  he  intended  himaelf  to  make  no  motion 
founded  upon  the  President's  letter,  but  should  leave  it 
to  the  Senate  to  protect  its  own  rights.  Row  can  any 
member  of  the  minority  offer  any  motion,  with  that  view, 
after  the  doctrines  wlijph  were  brought  forward  by  the 
friends  of  the  administration  during  the  debate  which 
arose  on  the  removal  of  the  depositep,  and  which  have 
been  more  recently  maintained  during  that  on  the  ex- 
punging resolution,  and  supported  by  the  vote  of  the 
Senate?  Snch  ia  the  lamentable  conditif<n  to  which  the 
Senate  is  now  reduced,  how  can  the  majority  itself  bring 
up  any  such  motion?  According  to  those  doctrines,  the 
Senkte,  being  the  tribunal  to  try  the  Prendent  in  the 
event  of  an  tmpeschment,  has  no  power  or  right  to  cx> 
press  any  opinion  whatever  on  the  conatitulionality  of 
any  act  which  he  may  perform.  He  may  insult  tbe  body 
or  its  memberat  he  may  mtef  this  chamber  with  an 
armed  force,  disperse  the  members,  and  imprison  themt 
but  we  must  submit  without  murmur  or  complaint,  and 
patiently  wait  until  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Bepre* 
sentstives,  composed  of  his  friends*  shall  vote  an  im- 
peachment against  him;  which,  if  it  were  posuble  for 
them  to  do,  there  stands  here  a  msjority,  composed  also 
of  his  friends,  ready  to  acquit  him! 

Let  those  who  have  contributed  to  produce  tbe  pres- 
ent unhappy  ^te  of  things— who  have  stripped  tbe 
other  branches  of  the  Government  of  their  powers^  one 
by  onr,  and  piled  them  on  (he  Executive,  until  it  has 
become  practically  the  supreme  power — answer  for  what 
they  have  done.  Under  all  the  responsibility  with 
\vhich  they  stand  to  our  God  and  otir  country,  let  them 
respond  lor  thia  fli^rant  violation  of  tbe  constitutional 
privileges  of  the  Senate.  As  for  us,  the  poor  privilege 
only  remains  of  announcing  to  the  people  and  to  the 
States  that  the  Senate,  once  a  gieat  bulwark  of  the  pub- 
lic liberty,  by  a  succession  oif  encroachments,  is  now 
placed  at  tbe  mercy  of  the  Executive,  ezpoaed  to  every 
insult  and  outrage  which  the  unbridled  pasHOnaof  any 
President  may  prompt  him  to  offer. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  debate  the 

LAND  BILL. 

Tlie  bill  was  then  read  a  third  Ume,  and  the  qoesUon 
'  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  DAVIS  said,  in  substance,  that  he  had,  unfor- 
tunately for  himself,  been  detained  from  the  Senate  moat 
of  the  time  while  this  measure  had  been  under  dtacus- 
aion,  and  had  lost  the  btiiefit  of  the  remarks  of  gentle- 
men who  were  well  acquainted  with  the  aubjectt  but  as 
it  was  a  measure  of  great  public  importance,  involving 
great  interests  and  a  vast  amuont  of  property,  he  had 
felt  anxioua  to  express  his  sentiments  in  regard  to  it. 
He  hoped  he  might  at  this  late  period  be  indulged  in 
adverting  to  some  of  the  leading  objections  (for  he 
should  attempt  no  more)  which  had  pressed  themselves 
upon  his  mind. 

The  public  domain,  said  he,  is  almost  boundless  in 
extent,  and  its  value  can  scarcely  be  estimated.  It  ia  at 
least  several  hundred  millions  of  dolhirs— a  treasure 
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greater  tliin  vu  ever  poMcned  bj  mj  nition  u  publio 
property.  |  coiuider  it  u  common  property,  beloneinjc 
to  the  people  of  the  United  Statei*  and  to  the  whole 
people.  All  have  a  deep  interest  in  it,  and  have  a  right 
to  know  what  dispoailiun  is  made  of  it.  If  it  were  mo-  ' 
ney,  the  public  would  be  watchrully  alive  to  the  prei- 
crvation  and  appropriation  of  it  to  Ihe  common  good; 
but  it  ii  not  of  the  len  value,  nor  la  it  the  leai  uaeru), 
because  it  eonaiati  in  what  may  be  converted  into  mo* 
Dey. 

The  opinion  was  put  forth  a  few  yean  ago,  that  the 
new  Sutea  alone  had  a  right  to  the  land  within  themi 
nnd  at  fart  as  new  States  were  admitted  into  the  Union 
the  right  of  the  United  SUtei  (o  suob  lands  waa  extin- 
guished. We  now  hear  almost  daily  on  this  floor  pre-  . 
tensions  set  up  of  large  rights  in  such  Slates.  Members 
here  tallc  of  our  lands,  and  claim,  in  one  form  and  an- 
other, exclusive  privileges  and  advantages  for  their  own 
eonstiluents.  The  Senator  from  Arkansas  assert*  that 
•ny  and  all  persons  have  an  unquealiooed  right  to  occu* 
py  the  public  lands.  The  man  who  squats,  as  the 
phrase  is,  or  seiies  ihe  public  lands  without  color  of 
right,  and  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  is  not 
only  countenanced,  but  no  language  of  encomium  is 
■ufficiently  aduUlory  to  express  Itts  merits. 

Sir,  I  repeat,  the  public  lands  are  public  and  common 
property,  belonging  to  the  whole  people,  and  the 
whole  people  have  a  right  to  the  benefit  of  themt  and 
my  prmclpal  motive  tn  rising  is  (o  protest  against  partial 
Mid  unjust  legialal'ion)  to  deny  Ihe  right  of  Ihe  Senate 
to  bestow  them  upon  a  class  of  favored  individuals. 

It  ia  well  known  that  the  original  boundary  of  the 
United  States  on  lite  west  was  the  Mississippi  river. 
The  country  tying  east  of  it,  and  between  the  Atlantic 
and  the  British  provinces,  was  achieved  by  the  common 
Ireaiurri  aiciificei^  and  blood,  of  the  revolutionary  war. 
This  if  the  region  declared  by  the  treaty  of  1783  tn  be 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent.  This  was  the  great 
work  of  the  old  thirteen— the  noble  achievement  of 
three  millions  of  colonists,  without  funds,  and  almost 
without  arma  and  ammunition,  against  the  colossal 
power  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  Ihe  noble  daring  of  lufiy 
apirits,  and  will  go  down  to  all  ages  as  a  marked  proof 
that  ft  people  resolved  to  be  free  cannot  be  subdued. 

Of  ibii  territory,  all  weit  of  the  Alleghanieiand  north 
of  the  Ohio  river  was,  with  the  exception  of  some  mili- 
tary posts,  then  a  vast  wilderness.  Indeed,  the  whole 
valley  of  Ihe  Mississippi  was  substantially  so.  Each 
State  claimed  limits  coextensive  with  the  charter  granted 
to  it  as  a  culony  by  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  When 
t  hese  charters  were  granted,  the  geography  of  the  coun- 
try was  veiT  imperfectly  understoud,  and  the  granti^  for 
Che  want  of  accurate  boundaries,  interfered  with  each 
other,  covering  often  the  same  territory.  This  gave  rise 
to  conflicting  claims  in  all  parts  of  Ihe  country,  some  of 
which  sre  not  adjusted  to  this  time.  The  charier  of 
MatsachusettK,  for  example,  stretched  across  the  conti- 
nent, from  Ihe  Atlantic  to  the  Paciflc  ocean i  and  so  of 
■ome  other  Slates.  Virginia  claimed  to  Ihe  lakes.  In 
1783,  all  tbeae  eonflicling  claims  were  adjuMed  by  deeds 
of  ceasion  from  Mreral  States  to  all  the  States  of  this 
wild  terntory  north  of  the  Ohio  and  east  of  Ihe  MiHia- 
rippi,  for  the  beneflr,  as  the  deeds  express  it,  of  the 
Statni  and  it  was  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  States,  Ihe  United  Slates  not  being  named  as  such. 
This  is  the  manner  in  which  it  became  common  prop- 
erty, in  which  each  Stale  waa  thus  interested,  and  it  was 
pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt.  While 
the  deed*  of  cession  thus  make  it  the  properly  of  the 
Slates,  by  bngusge  which  admits  of  no  enrion  or  mis- 
coMtruction,  they  also  provide  for  the  division  of  it  into 
States,  and  their  admlnion  into  the  Union  when  ilie  ter- 
ritory should  be  inhabited. 


It  is  thus  rendered  entirely  clear  that  ihe  new  Slates 
were  not  to  be  the  ownera  of  these  landst  for  Ihe  pledge 
of  them  to  pay  the  public  debt,  and  the  declaration  that 
they  should  be  held  fur  the  common  beneflt,are  incon- 
sistent with  such  a  claim. 

The  lands  west  of  the  Mississippi  and  in  Florida  were 
purchased  by  the  United  States  from  France  and  Spain, 
and  we  paid  for  Ihem  twenty  millions  of  dollars  out 
the  public  Treasury.  The  title  to  this  vast  domain  is 
also  equally  clear.-  In  addition  to  this,  enormous  sums 
have  been  paid  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title. 

The  title,  therefore,  of  the  United  Statescannot  be  made 
qnestionable.  The  public  lands  are  common  treasure, 
and  must  be  dealt  with  as  such.  The  United  States  hive 
always  so  treated  them,  and  I  must  be  allowed  to  recur 
to  the  general  course  of  policy  which  has  been  pursued, 
to  show  what  has  been  public  sentiment. 

A  system  of  selling  and  settling  then  waa  at  once,  after 
the  cession,  adopted,  (he  details  of  which  I  need  not 
enter  into,  b^oin  what  is  neceisary  to  prove  that  the 
public  interest  was  guarded  with  watchful  vigilance,  and 
all  attempts  to  give  it  away  or  to  encourage  intruders 
Rrmly  resisted.  As  far  back  as  1796,  I  find  that  Ihe  sub- 
ject of  pre-emption  rights  waa  brought  before  Congress, 
and  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  reported  "  that,  in- 
asmuch as  illegal  settlements  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  be  encouraged,  and  aa  yieldin|f  to  the 
sud  claims  [for  pre-emption]  would  interfere  with  the 
general  provisions  for  the  sale  of  said  lands,  in  their 
opinion,  the  prayer  of  asid  petitions  ought  not  to  be 
granted)"  that  is,  the  petitions  of  persons  askii^  for 
pre-emption  rights,  because  they  had  entered  without 
authority  upon  the  public  lands. 

In  1801,  Ihe  Committee  on  Public  Lands  reported — 

"That  [certain  petitioners  represented  that]  with 
much  labor  and  difficulty  they  had  settled  upon,  culti- 
vsled,  and  improved,  certain  lands,  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  between  the  waters  of  the  Scioto  and 
Muskingum  rivers,  and  bad  thereby  not  only  enhanced 
the  value  of  the  lands  upon  which  they  had  respectively 
settled,  but  of  other  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  ihe  same,  to 
the  great  beneflt  of  the  United  Stater,  and  prayed  for  a 
pre-emption  right  to  those  lands,  attwodollara  Iheacrei" 
[then  the  minimum  price  of  public  lands.] 

*<  Tour  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  as  there  are 
many  others  in  Ihe  situation  of  the  petitioners,  if  the  in- 
dulgence prayed  for  be  granted,  it  ought  to  be  general; 
but,  whatever  may  he  the  hardships  sustained  by  the 
petitioners,  and  however  great  our  disposition  to  relieve 
them  therefrom,  believinfr,  as  the  committee  do,  that 
granting  the  indulgence  prayed  for  would  operate  aa  an 
encouragement  to  intrusions  on  the  public  lands,  and 
would  be  an  unjustifiable  sacrifice  oflhe  public  interest, 
report,  as  their  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitions 
ought  not  to  be  granted." 

In  1806, 1  find  another  report  on  pre'emplion  rights 
which  concludes  thus: 

"An  indulgence  in  the  present  instance  would  en- 
courage abuses  in  future,  and  might  eventually  lead  to 
an  entire  abandonment  of  the  existing  land  syatem,  in  ex- 
change for  one  wholly  incompatible  with  the  idea  of  de- 
riving revenue  from  the  sale  of  public  lands,  and,  by  en- 
couraging migration  beyond  iu  natural  and  necessary 
progress,  create  an  interest  hostile  to  the  general  welfare 
of  the  Union.  It  might  be  observed,  further,  that,  by 
an  extension  of  this  right  to  the  claimants,  we  enable  in- 
dividuals to  select  and  engross  the  most  eligible  spots,  in 
point  of  situation  and  soil,  and  thereby  destroy  ul  com- 
petition in  the  public  sales." 

How  prophetic  these  remarks  were,  will  be  seen  in 
the  sequel. 

^  In  1813,  the  eommittee,  in  regard  to  pre-emption 
rights,  bold  the  following  Ignguage: 
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"  The  committee  ire  of  opinion  thtt  proiriiiciioii*  and 
unauthorized  settlement!  on  the  public  hndi  ire,  in  miny 
respects,  injurious  to  the  public  intereits;  good  policy 
forbids  that  any  encouragement  Bitould  be  given  to 
such  intrusions.  It  was  prohibited  by  the  Congress  un- 
der the  confederalionf  and  has  been  made  penal  by  an 
act  under  the  present  form  of  government.  Congress 
cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committeei  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners,  in  its  full  extent,  without  destroying 
the  efTect  intended  to  be  produced4>7  the  law  prohibit- 
ing intruaioni  on  the  public  lands.  To  legalize  a  direct 
Tiolation  of  (he  law  must,  by  obriou*  consequence,  en- 
courBf^e  future  violations." 

This  law  is  now  in  force,  and  this  report  was  made  by 
Mr.  Morrow,  of  Ohio,  a  gentleman  well  acquainted  witb 
the  public  land  and  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 
By  a  departure  from  this  wise  policy,  all  the  pernicious 
consequences  which  he  so  distinctly  points  out  nave  been 
realized. 

In  1824,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  again  report- 
ed as  follows,  in  regard  to  pre-emption  rights: 

"  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that^an  extension  of 
these  principles  would  be  injurious  to  the  Government 
as  veil  as  to  those  who  may  hereaOer  become  the  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands,  and  probably  to  those  who  may 
venture  to  settle  upon  Gorernment  land  without  authority 
hereafter. 

"It  cannot  be  perceived  by  what  principle  persona 
having  no  color  of  title  should,  after  lands  on  which 
they  have  settled  were  known  to  belong  to  the  United 
Slates  at  the  time  of  making  such  settlement,  claim  the 
pre-emption  right  to  such  lands. 

"  Should  the  Government  sanction  applleationi  of  this 
nature,  an  inducement  would  be  offered  to  persons  of  an 
enterprising  disposition  to  anticipate,  in  every  quarter, 
the  Government  in  its  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to 
settle  upon  and  improve  the  most  valuable  tracts  of  land, 
which  they  voiild  claim  at  the  minimum  price,  whenever 
such  lands  were  broKght  into  tbe  market  t>y  the  authority 
of  the  United  Stales. 

"  Purchasers  of  land^  finding  themselves  prevrnted 
rromacquiringfofxl  lands,  would  abstain  from  purchascF, 
and  resort  to  illegal  settlements,  in  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining that  at  the  minimum  price,  which  they  could  not 
obtain  at  fair  and  open  sale. 

*<Thus,  a  competition  would  be  excited  among  a  cer- 
tain descriptinn  of  our  population  to  locate,  themselves 
upon  the  public  lands,  without  regard  lo  lines  or  bound- 
aries, and  vt  ith  very  little  respect  for  the  rights  either 
of  (he  Government  or  their  Indian  neighbors.   *   *  * 

"A  sysiem  of  indulgence  to  those  who  trespass,  by 
making  unauihorized  seUlements  upon  the  public  landx, 
after  thuse  lands  are  known  to  belong  to  the  United 
State%  woulil,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  be  pro- 
ductive of  much  perplexity  to  the  Government,  as  well 
as  of  injury  to  those  concerned  in  tbe  purchase  and 
settlement  of  the  public  domain." 

Without  troubling  the  Senste  further  by  reference  lo 
the  doings  of  ConiEreas,  I  may  here  remark  ihat  (his  was 
the  wholesome  doctrine  wh'ch  guided  and  regiiUted 
action  here  in  rrgard  lo  the  public  lands  until  1830.  A 
deaf  ear  was  invariably  turned  upon  all  entreaties  to 
grant  what  are  denominated  pre  emption  rights.  None 
Blood  more  firmly  against  ihem  than  the  members  from 
the  new  States.  Tht  injurious  consequences  were  fore- 
seen, and  our  predecessors  comprehended  how  difBcult 
i(  would  be  to  retrieve  a  false  step.  In  1820,  the  minimum 
price  of  public  landp  was  redtieed  from  two  dolUrs  to  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre,  and  all  credit  abolished; 
which  system  is  now  in  operation. 

In  1833,  (he  first  pre-emption  law,  which  extended  to 
the  public  lands  generally,  was  passed,  under  pretence 
of  quieting  (he  possessionvof  a  few  poor  people  who 


had  established  holhes  upon  the  public  land,  and  asked 
for  a  few  acres,  at  the  minimum  price,  which  they  had 
cultivated  about  their  houses.  I'he  argument  addressed 
to  the  humanity  of  Congress  prevailed.  The  specula- 
tors, in  the  guise  of  poor  men,  seduced  Congress.  It 
teemed  juat  in  itselft  and  we  will  now  see  what  have 
been  (be  results  of  that  law,  and  learn  something  from 
experience,  tf  (be  public  documents  speak  the  truth, 
it  has  been  tbe  means  of  awakening  cupidity,  and  has 
served  to  disguise  and  cover  up  the  most  disgusting 
frauds,  perjuries,  ^nd  peculations.  This  law,  in  itt 
terms,  provided  for  retrospective  cases  only,  for  caars 
where  settlements  and  cultivation  had  been  actually  made, 
and  was  designed  to  secure  to  the  poor  man  his  home, 
not  (o  invite  new  setllers,  or  to  enlarge  the  domains  of 
the  rich.  A  pre-emption  law,  as  it  is  st}  led,  gives  to 
(he  occupant  (he  exclusive  riglit  to  enter  for  himself,  to 
become  the  purchaser  of  a  given  quantiijr  of  land,  on 
which  he  has  made  bis  improvements,  be  its  quality  or 
value  what  it  may,  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  the  acre, 
which  is  (he  lowest  price  at  which  public  land  is  sold. 
Tlie  least  quantity  which  the  United  States,  in  their  sin- 
gidar  liberality,  proposed  to  let  a  pre.«mptioner  have 
was  160  acres,  or  one  quarter  of  a  section— the  public 
lands  being  surveyed  into  sections  or  squares  of  640 
acres  ench. 

This  act  of  1830,  it  was  supposed,  would  apply  onljr 
to  the  relief  of  a  few  c»sen  of  poor  people,  who  had 
penetrated  the  public  land,  and  commenced  the  pro* 
cess  of  clearing  farms.  But,  sir,  Mr.  Brown,  (he  late 
Cnrnmixaioner  of  the  Land  Office,  was  required  to  slate, 
at  tbe  last  session  of  Congress,  how  much  revenue  had 
been  diverted  from  the  public  Treasury  by  this  act. 
His  answer  was,  (hat  be  had  no  certain  data  by  which 
to  estimate  it;  but  he  adds: 

"  Considering  the  many  lens  of  (houcands  of  claims 
(hat  have  arisen  under  it,  and  the  prevailing  desire,  in 
the  mean  while,  to  invest  money  in  public  land,  the  con* 
cKisiim  seems  fair  that  the  selected  rpols  would  have 
been  sold  for  a  price  proportioned  to  iheir  excellence, 
if  no  such  law,  nor  any  improper  conspiracy,  had  ex- 
isted.  The  estimate  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  which 
1  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  on  (he  S8th  of  January 
last,  appears  to  me  now  to  underrate,  much  rather  than 
lo  magnify,  the  difference  between  ttie  receipts  for  pre- 
emption concessions  and  the  sum  the  saine  lands  would 
have  brought  into  the  Treasury." 

Under  this  law,  where  (wo  persons  had  made  improve- 
ments on  the  same  quarter  section  of  land,  it  was  deci- 
ded, as  ihey  eould  nut  both  have  it,  that  one  should  have 
what  is  familiarly  called  a  float— that  la,  a  right  to  enter 
his  quantity  upon  any  of  the  Btirreyed  and  unsold  pub- 
lic landst  thus  giving  to  him  a  vast  range,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity to  select  the  most  valuable  spot. 

The  Commissioner,  in  speaking  of  the  manner  in 
which  these  fioata  were  obtained,  says: 

"  The  virtuous  and  patriotic  citizens  of  Louisiana  have 
been  disgusted  and  alarmed  by  the  extent  to  wbkb 
fraud  and  perjury  are  asserted  to  have  been  carried  on  in 
the  manufacture  of  such  claims  within  that  intereMing 
State,  threatening  to  cover  a  large  portion  of  the  most 
valuable  lands  (hat  have  been  surveyed."         *  * 

*<  I'he  law,  as  its  title  imports,  is  in  favor  of  settlers. 
But  pretensions  have  been  set  up  by  persons  dwelling  in 
town  with  their  families,  and  there  following  mercantile 
pursuits,  while  they  caused  a  little  show  of  improvement, 
that  scarce  deserved  (he  name,  to  be  made  for  them  by 
others;  no  proof  being  produced  of  th«r  personal  super- 
intendence or  direction  on  the  spot.  Cultivation  by 
slaves  or  hirelings  in  1833,  and  one  or  the  other,  or  a 
growing  crop  on  tbe  place  on  the  followiMf  19di  oC 
June,  have  been  assumed  as  fulfilling  ths  required  coo- 
ditiona." 
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'<  ArAong  the  pretences  to  cuUirktitfn,  there  have  been 
diwlosures  u  followA,  viz:  where  the  cuttinff  and  burn- 
initaflmiU  patch  of  cuie;  where  in  enclosure,  not  en< 
titled  lo  be  culletl  a  fence,  around  a  space  only  larf^e 
eiKHig^h  for  a  small  ufarden,  and  the  planting  a  fev  culi- 
luiy  Te|;etableBt  and  where  scatterings  an  undefined 
quantity  oF  turnip  seeds  or  gran  seeds,  anil,  in  one  case, 
pisntine  a  few  turnips  or  onions,  have  been  claimed  as 
cultivation  to  meet  this  condition."  Agaia: 

"  If  the  propriety  were  conceded  of  making  (he  pre- 
emption policy  a  part  of  our  land  system,  there  would 
be  still  no  evident  fitness  in  extending  the  concession  to 
a  full  quarter  section  of  Isnd.  An  allowance  of  half 
Itiat  quantiiy  of  the  very  beat  land  is  surely  muni&cent, 
ud,  If  presumed  poverty  be  one  of  the  eonsiderationi 
for  the  grant,  it  may  be  observed  that  miny  i  good  farm 
in  (he  West  contains  no  nore  thin  an  eighth  of  a  sec- 
tion." Again: 

«  The  temptation  to  abuse  the  charity  of  the  Legisla- 
ture is  so  radically  intermixed  and  so  inextricably  inter- 
woven with  the  oi>eralion  of  the  pre-emption  laws,  that 
I  should  de«pur  of  laying  before  you  altogether  effect- 
nal  meui*  for  the  prevention  of  fraud  on  the  part  of 
clkimanlfl.  It  leems  to  me  a  hopeless  task  to  project  any 
modification  of  existing  enactments  that  shall  silence 
perjury,  and  defeat  the  devices  of  sagacious  speculators, 
so  long  as  their  ingenuity  shall  be  sharpened  and  stimu- 
lated by  the  prospect  of  immense  gain  attending  their 
success." 

Such  are  the  extraordmary  and  disgusting  develop- 
menli  nuds  by  the  officer  who  was  last  year  at  the  bead 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  whose  meini  of  intetii- 
gence  cannot  be  questioned;  and  web  ii  the  cfTect  of 
legialaling  the  public  domain  into  the  bands  of  Individ - 
Dftli.  It  offers  such  temptation  to  an  easy  acquisition  of 
wealth,  that  it  superinduces  everj'  species  of  fraud. 

I  will  now  ask  attention  to  some  parta  of  a  statement 
made  by  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  fur  the  west- 
ern district  of  Louisiana  in  regard  to  these  flMtts  and 
pre-cmpt'ioit  rights: 

*(  I  will  here  mention  a  construction  of  the  law  which 
was  adopted  by  the  officers  at  Opelousas,  and  most  ofthe 
pre-emption  floats  have  been  admitted  under  ibat  con. 
struction:  Two  persons  living  on  a  quarter  section,  or 
who  pretend  that  they  do,  on  lands  not  worth  a  cent  an 
acrei  men  who  can  neither  read  nor  write;  men  who 
have  never  seen  a  survey  mAtCi  >nd  know  nothing  about 
MCtioni  or  quarter  sections  of  landi  and  who,  in  point 
of  fact,  live  five,  ten,  and,  in  many  instances,  twenty 
miles  ipart,  go  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  as  ignorant 
as  themselves,  and  swear  to  all  the  facts  required  by 
law  to  make  their  entry;  this,  too,  in  a  section  of  coun- 
try never  surveyed  by  the  authority  of  the  Government, 
nor  any  competent  officer  thereof.  Would  it  be  believ- 
ed that  any  officer  of  the  Government  would  admit  an 
entry  under  circumstancea  like  theae,  upon  the  oaths 
alone  of  the  parties  interested  in  making  them;  and 
upon  lands  not  surveyed,  approved*  and  returned,  by 
hi^er  authority  f  Can  it  be  possible  that  an  entry  of 
that  kind  can  either  he  in  conformity  with  law,  justice, 
or  right? 

f*!  stale,  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  many  of  these 
pre-emption  floats  are  precisely  in  the  situation  above 
detailed,  lam  authorized  to  name  Colonel  Hubert  A. 
Crane,  of  Louisiana,  who  slates,  positively,  he  knows 
many  of  them  to  be  founded  upon  the  same  corrupt  per- 
jury— persons  swearing  that  they  lived  on  the  same 
quarter  section,  when,  in  truth  and  in  fuel,  Ihey  never 
Iwd  lived  so  nesr  each  other  as  five  miles.  It  is  not  be- 
lieved that  there  are  thirty  honest  pre-emption  floats  in 
the  whole  district  of  Louisiana;  and  yet,  since  the  1st  of 
Jaauaiy,  1835,  up  to  the  2rth  of  Uay,  they  have  passed 
at  the  land  ofliccKt  Opelousas  at  least  350.   And  who 


are  the  owners  of  these  floats?  Principally  one,  and  not 
more  than  three  speculators.  Since  the  l&t  of  January 
of  this  year,  up  to  the  27ih  of  May,  day  after  day,  week 
after  week,  1  might  say  months  after  months,  a  notorious 
speculator  (and  who  must  have  been  known  as  such  to 
the  oflieers  of  (he  land  office  at  Opelousas)  was  seen  oc- 
cupying that  office,  to  the  almost  total  exclusion  of  cverv 
body  else.  No  other  person  appeared  to  understand 
how  to  get  pre-emption  floats  through,  and  no  one  did 
succeed  until  an  event  which  will  be  stated  below.  He 
could  be  seen  followed  to  and  from  the  land  office  by 
crowds  of  free  negroes,  Indians,  and  Spaniards,  and.  the 
very  lowest  dregs  of  society  in  the  counties  of  Opeloosas 
and  Rapkles,  with  Ihcir  affidavits  already  prepared  by 
himself,  and  avnrn  to  by  them  before  some  justice  of  the 
peace  in  some  remote  part  of  the  county.  These  clvms, 
to  an  immense  extent,  are  presented  and  allowed.  And 
upon  what  evidence?  Simply  upon  the  evidence  of  llic 
parties  themselves  who  desire  to  make  the  entry!  And 
would  it  be  believed  that  the  Unds  where  these  quarter 
sections  purported  to  be  locAted,  from  the  affidavit  of 
the  applicants,  had  never  been  surveyed  by  the  Guverri- 
ment  nor  my  competent  officer  thereof,  nor  approved, 
nor  returned  surveyed?  1  further  state  that  there  was 
not  even  a  private  survey  made.  These  facts!  know, 
I  have  been  in  the  office  when  the  entries  were  made, 
ind  liave  examined  the  eddence,  which  was  precisely 
what  I  have  stated  above." 

Such  lias  been  the  result  ofthe  experiment  of  the  law 
of  1830,  made  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  poor  settlers.  It 
has  swept  away  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars  from 
the  public  chest,  and  introduced  a  system  which  corrupts 
and  demoralizes  the  citizens,  to  an  extent  ^rpassing  be- 
lief. It  comes  to  us  fraught  with  all  the  evils  prophe- 
aied  of  it,  and  has  already  invited  hordes  to  seize  upon 
the  public  property,  indulging  the  hope  that  new  laws 
of  this  description  will  be  passed.  Indeed,  Ihey  come 
boldly  to  our  doors  and  demand  tliem.  'Iliia  city  is  now 
filled  with  greedy  claimantst  not  your  poor  and  help- 
less individuals,  who  have  r;iised  a  lug  cabin  over  their 
beads  in  some  nook  of  public  property,  but  men  who 
enter  the  fashionable  walks  of  life  and  boast  of  their  for- 
tunes. 

And  yet  this  law  of  1830  was  gusrded  and  protected 
by  oaths  and  required  proofs.  The  settlement  and  the 
cultivation  must  he  proved  onder  oath,  and  to  have  oc- 
curred before  1829,  to  entitle  the  claimant  to  the  bene, 
fit  of  the  act.  But,  sir,  what  ia  cultivation?  Any  act 
upon  the  soilt  raising  a  handful  of  vegetables  uf  a  few 
weeks'  growth}  sowing  a  little  grass  seed,  which  is  up 
in  a  few  days.  What  is  occupancy?  Feeding  a  horse 
upon  the  soil  has  been  claimed  as  such.  And  such  mis- 
erable frauds,  aided  by  the  perjury  of  hired  and  interest- 
ed witnesses,  have  been  employed,  with  the  connivance 
of  public  officers,  under  a  benevolent  act,  (o  ateal  the 
most  valuable  parts  of  the  public  land.  Such  has  been 
our  sad  and  appalling  experience  under  the  law  of  1830. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  ti)e  character  of  the  bill  on  your  ta- 
ble? A  thousand-fold  worse  than  the  act  of  1830.  It  is 
a  pre-emption,  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  Stales  in 
which  the  public  lands  lie.  A  monopoly  in  their  hands; 
an  appropriation  of  the  public  lands  to  their  use,  to  the 
exclusion  of  ill  others;  a  gift  of  this  vast  treasure  to  the 
citizens  of  those  States.  And  can  I  vote  for  such  a  prof- 
ligate disposition  of  public  property?  How  can  1  meet 
my  constituents  and  justify  such  an  ict?  You  have  hard- 
ly the  modcEty  to  disguise  this  bill,  by  holding  i(  up  as 
a  measure  fur  the  benefit  of  the  puor;  but  gentlemen 
btand  boldly  forth,  and  contend  that  every  man's  farm 
shnuld  be  made  up  to  at  least  3,280  acres  out  of  the  pub- 
lic land.  Ay,  more:  that  he  shall  have  the  right  to  se- 
lect from  no  less  than  twenty-one  sections  of  640  acres 
each,  the  best  parts  and  portions,  to  mikc  up  his  comple- 
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ment,  it  a  dullar  and  a  qu»rter  the  acre.  And  more: 
you  do  not  eonSne  him  to  lands  surveyed,  but  permit 
him  to  range  in  regioni  never  yet  exposed  to  aale,  and 
to  select  the  richest  f^ifts  of  nature.  Nor  is  your  bill 
confined  to  refroapecttve  action,  but  whoever  will  may 
go  and  le'ixe  the  public  doiDtin>  And  what  do  you  re- 
quire of  him?  0«tbt  and  prooft  of  occupancy  and  eul- 
tiTitiont  such,  tubAtantially,  aa  were  required  by  the  act 
of  1830|  proviaiona  Just  as  easily  evaded.  And  titlea 
were  manubctured  under  that  act  in  vsit  numbers,  by 
the  oalhi  of  perjured  witncEsca  and  the  certificates  of 
false  magialrates.  if  you  were  robbed  of  three  milliona 
of  dollars  iioder  that  act,  what  may  you  not  expect  by 
thus  opeoing  the  flood-gates  lo  the  cupidity  of  the 
greedy  atid  avaricious? 

We  have,  1  know,  heard  much  fulsome  panegyric  lav- 
ished upon  the  hardy  pioneers,  as  they  are  styled; 
much  of  their  Bufferings,  and  much  of  their  perils  and 
bravery.  But,  sir,  who  invites  them  to  these  sufferings? 
Who  asks  them  to  seize  the  public  land'  For  whose 
benefit  is  it'  The  laws  of  the  United  States  forbid  their 
entry  upon  it,  they  restrain  by  heavy  penalties  all  intru- 
fiion,  they  declare  all  such  persons  to  be  trespassers  and 
liable  to  indictment.  1'hese  intruders  sre,  therefore, 
disturbers  of  the  public  pescr,  and  by  interfering  with 
the  Indians  they  provoke  hostilities,  and  create  the 
very  virt  in  which  the;^  aflirm  they  have  suffered,  and 
then  claim  our  compassion.  It  is  my  firm  belief  that  if 
these  disturbers  were  kept  within  Iswftil  bounds,  we 
should  hsve  no  hostilities  with  the  Indians. 

But,  mr,  if  fighting  ti  meritorious,  have  we  no  fight- 
ing men  to  be  provided  for'  Are  those  who  achieved 
our  independence  furRotlen?  Do  Bunker  Hill,  and 
Lexington,  and  S&rotags,  sink  into  forgetfulness  before 
the  exploits  with  Black  Hawk  and  Oceota?  We  hsve 
heard  much,  too,  of  the  poor  settler^  and  that  there  are 
some  of  this  class  on  the  public  land  is  doubtless  true. 
If  they,  and  they  alone,  can  be  provided  for  by  being  qui- 
eted in  their  possessions,  they  shall  have  my  vote.  Show 
me  a  bill  for  tbem,  which  will  bar  frauda  and  specula- 
tion, and  it  shall  have  my  most  hearty  supporl.  Out 
what  sort  of  a  bill  is  this  (or  poor  men,  which  proposes 
to  let  each  person  who  may  choose  to  take  up  fur  him- 
self or  to  annex  to  his  estate  1,380  acres  of  the  most 
choice  spots  of  the  public  land?  Cannot  sometbinj^ 
short  of  an  estate  equal  to  that  of  a  nobleman  talisfy 
the  poor?  The  poor,  sir,  are  used  as  the  atslking-horse 
to  disguise  the  mrasuret  its  features  are,  however,  too 
apparent  to  mislead  any  one.  But  if  the  poor  are  to  be 
provided  for,  then  I  claim  that  all  are  alike  entitled.  I 
regret  it,  but  we  have  many  poor,  too  poor  even  to  be 
able  to  make  the  long  journey  to  your  public  land. 
They  are  meritoriouf,  and  they  suffer  all  the  privations 
incident  to  their  unfortunate  condition,  and  I  claim  fur 
them  a  share  of  the  public  bounty,  if  the  public  proper- 
ty is  to  be  di&tributed.  There  is  a  great  class  of  widows 
and  orphans,  aged  and  infirm,  whose  condition  makes  a 
strong  appeal  to  your  humanity.  Let  your  bounty  reach 
them,  and  gladden  their  sorrowful  hearts,  instead  of  ad- 
ding to  the  boundless  acres  of  the  rich  plsnlers. 

We  have  been  told  that  great  numbers  of  respectable 
people  have  emigrated,  and  settled  upon  the  public 
lands,  in  the  expectation  that  a  pre-emption  law  would 
paas  for  their  benefit.  The  Senator  Irom  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  IIvBBAtio]  ssys  that  he  knows  of  a  great  num- 
ber, and  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Territorial  Council 
of  Wisconsin  are  squatters.  1  doubt  not  it  is  true,  and 
that  they  have  left  their  poor  neighbors  behind  tbem  in 
New  Hampshire.  They  are  doubtless  men  of  comforta- 
ble mesnsf  and  why  do  they  go  to  Wisconsin  to  settle 
upon  public  lands  which  have  neither  been  surveye<l  nor 
brought  into  the  market,  when  there  are  millions  on 
millions  of  acres  which  have  been  surveyed  this  side  of 


that  Territory,  which  are  of  superior  quality  for  agricul- 
tural purposes,  and  which  they  might  lawfully  enter  and 
own  at  a  dollar  and  a  (quarter?  This  boundless  region 
does  not  satisfy  the  ambition  of  these  poor  men  who  are 
seeking  a  bmne.  They  pass  by  all  this,  as  unworthy  of 
their  notice,  and  light  upon  regions  where  they  may 
have  the  first  choice,  and  not  w«t  to  get  rieb  by  the 
slow  process  of  ordinary  accumulation.  Tliese  are  the 
poor  men  knocking  at  our  doors  for  pre-emption  rights. 

But  this  is  not  all.  We  have  proofs  here  that  they  are 
banded  and  associated  together  to  resist  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  to^maintain  their  claiim  against  all 
opposition.  They  have  constituUon^  as  they  term  them* 
and  for  what?  To  stand  ti^ther  and  maintain  their 
poasesBions.  To  set  at  ilefianee  the  title  of  the  United 
States  to  their  own  .  property.  To  make  war  upon  all 
persons  who  shall  dare  to  bid  for  these  lands  at  the 
sales  made  by  the  United  States,  and  by  sueli  high-band- 
ed violence  to  secure  to  themselves  great  tracts  of  coun- 
try, the  most  valuable  portions  of  the  public  domain,  at 
the  paltry  sum  of  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  the  acre,  though 
it  is  well  known  that  purehaaera  Btand  ready  in  many  im- 
Btaneea  to  give  a  hundredfold  more.  Uany  of  these 
settlers,  it  ib  said,  arc  banded  with  the  speculators  by  an 
agreement  lo  divide  the  booty;  and  «ben  the  rights  are 
thus  once  secured  in  a  place,  like  birds  of  prey,  they 
rise  up  and  light  upon  tome  other  favored  region,  lo 
convert  it  to  private  property  by  the  same  process  of 
lawless  violence. 

I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman,  last  winter,  who  lived 
at  the  Grand  Kapids  Tn  Hiehigan,  among  the  Ottawa 
Indians,  that  the  south  bank  of  the  rapids  was  owned  by 
a  squatter,  who  had  obtained  a  section  of  640  acres,  at 
a  dollar  and  a  quarter  the  acre,  and  that  it  is  worth,  at 
this  moment,  without  any  important  improvements,  half 
a  million  of  dollars.  1  could  not  easily  credit  the 
aford  of  a  man  of  the  strictest  veracity,  until  I  ssw,  by 
the  treaty  made  with  these  Indians,  and  ratified  here  at 
the  last  session,  that  a  section  on  the  other  bank  was  es< 
tinAted  to  be  worth  a  much  greater  anm.  This  b  not 
an  isolated  case  ai  the  Bceumulaiion  of  vast  wealth  by 
the  erection  of  a  bark  cabin  and  the  planting  of  a  few 
peppers  or  tomatoes.  The  end,  aim,  and  purpose,  of 
the  great  body  of  pre-emptioners  is  to  mske  them- 
selves rich  out  of  the  public  property.  It  is,  in  a  word, 
to  defraud  the  United  Siatea  in  the  manner  described  in 
the  documents  from  which  I  hare  read. 

I  have  recently  conversed  with  a  diatinguislied  mem- 
ber of  the  other  House,  from  the  West,  who  paascd 
through  Wisconsin  during  the  last  summer,  and  he  in- 
forms me  that  the  path  leading  through  the  public  lands 
wss,  for  a  large  portion  of  the  way,  skirted  by  a  furrow 
or  two  of  the  plough,  which  turned  off  at  interval^  and 
entered  the  prairies  or  the  openings.  On  inquiry,  he 
found  that  this  was  the  proof  of  occupancy  and  poaie*- 
sion.  Those  who  had  done  this  considered  themselves 
as  having  established  pre-emption  rights  to  all  enclosed 
by  the  furrows.  Some  went  round  a  thousand,  bdow 
more,  and  some  less,  acres,  and  some  marked  out,  in 
this  way,  many  lots.  Almost  all  the  choice  land  had 
been  thus  seized,  in  anticipation  of  the  passage  of  this  or 
some  pre-emption  act.  He  added,  tlwt  when  ooe  enjas- 
ed  the  furrow  of  another,  this  was  called  jumphigt  and 
then  a  fight  with  deadly  weapons  ensued. 

I  have  seen  also  a  letter,  giving  sn  account  of  a  treaty 
made  in  Wisconsin  the  last  summer  with  the  lowa%  who 
lived  on  the  Iowa  river,  west  of  the  Uisnasippt.  The 
lands  upon  this  stream  arc  represented  to  be  of  extrmor* 
dinary  fertility ;  and,  after  the  general  terms  of  the  trea- 
ty were  sgrred  upon,  the  commissioners  proposed  that 
a  stipulation  for  a  speedy  removal  of  the  Indians  snd  a 
surrender  of  the  territory  should  be  inserted.  When 
this  proposition  wu  interpreted  to  the  Indians,  the  wri* 
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trr,  who  wu  present,  declarn  there  wu  imong  them 
k  general  laugh,  which  wm  viewed  as  a  itiiguUr  com- 
ment upon  a  grave  proposition,  and  an  explanation  waa 
requested.  I'hey  inslantiy  replied  that  the  propoiifion 
fur  such  an  article  was  absurd,  and  wholl;  unneeeasary, 
as  they  had  no  possession.  They  affirmed,  what  was  as- 
certained to  be  \rue,  that  before  they  assembled  to  make 
the  treaty,  the  pre-emptioners  had  begun  to  run  their 
ploughs  round  the  land)  and  no  sooner  had  their  agree- 
noent  to  oegotutte  been  made  public,  than  the  whiles  be- 
gan to  take  possesMon  of  their  cabins,  and  they  did  not 
doubt  they  were  now  occupying  every  one  of  them. 
The  author  of  this  letter  is  a  gentleman^  well  known  as 
a  respectable  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

1  have  now  said  enough  to  show  what  is  the  general 
character  of  pre-emption  rights — that  they  fill  the  minds 
or  sharpers  with  golden  dreams,  and  that  the  poor  aie 
llie  last  class  of  people  who  are  to  be  benefited  by  them. 

ir  this  hill  paaiea,  the  public  landt  are  gone,  irrecUim- 
ablygone;  for  such  will  be  the  rush  upon  them,  and 
Kuch  the  reliance  upon  future  legislation  of  this  charac- 
ter, that  this  Government  can  never  reassert  its  author- 
ity. I  have  heard  that  the  number  of  persona  wailing 
un  the  public  domain  for  this  law  may  be  estimated  at 
50,000|  whether  it  be  more  or  less  is  not  material^  for  it 
is  known  to  be  great.  When  we  bear  that  the  Govern- 
ment itself  of  Wisconsin  is  of  this  clsas,  we  can  liMve  lit- 
tle doubt  of  the  character  of  the  population.  Now,  sir,  1 
■gain  ask,  what  neceasity  ia  there  for  such  ft  partial,  un- 
juBi  measured  Why  shuuld  we  in  this  manner  waste  the 
public  treasure,  and  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  citizens? 
Why  should  we  do  injustice  to  the  whole  countrj,  by 
liiwering  the  value  of  real  estate?  Are  not  the  land- 
holders, the  farmers  of  the  old  States,  to  be  rrgsrd- 
ed?  Yuu  cannot  change  the  price  of  the  public  lands 
without  its  being  felt  by  a  correspondent  change  in  the 
value  of  real  eatate  from  Maine  tu  the  farthest  West. 
It  Kema  to  be  thought  here  that  the  farmers  of  the  old 
Slatea  have  no  right  to  open  their  mnuth%  if  you  legii- 
late  away  half  the  vttlue  of  their  estates,  which  have 
been  acquired  by  long,  patient,  and  laborious  industry. 
Tliey  may  be  left  to  take  care  of  themselves,  or  tu 
abandon  their  homes,  and  scramble  for  a  share  of  (he 
public  property;  for  they  leem  to  attract  little  of  the 
sympathy  that  ti  so  liberally  extended  to  those  who 
grasp  at  the  alluring  booty.  Are  not  the  rights  of  the 
hrmertof  the  older  portions  of  ihe  new  Slates  to  be  rc- 
gardedf  They  have  bought  and  paid  for  their  lands  to 
the  United  States.  Can  it  be  just  to  them  to  give  away 
adjoining  lots?  Vou  indirectly  acknowledge  that  it 
would  not;  for  you  bribe  such  persons,  by  allowing 
them  to  enlaige  their  farms  to  very  extraordinary  dimen- 
sions. But  why  are  we  urged  to  pasa  « law  thua  full  of 
injustice? 

The  great  and  leading  argument  is,  that  the  Treasu- 
ry is  too  full  of  money,  and  it  is  belter  to  annihilate  a 
source  of  vast  revenue,  than  to  possess  the  money.  Bet- 
ter to  throw  away  public  property  than  to  keep  it! 
Better  to  give  it  to  a  (cw,  than  timt  the  great  whole 
bhould  hare  the  benefit  of  it!  Sir,  you  may  talk  of  Ihe 
poort  of  the  neceasity  of  aettling  the  public  lands;  of  the 
gaURDlrv  of  the  pioneerst  of  their  sufTering*,  their  re- 
•peciabiltty,  and  whatever  else  the  human  mind  may  in* 
vent  in  its  proneneea  to  fiction;  but'you  can  never  recon- 
cile the  people  tu  such  an  argument.  Tou  can  never 
satisfy  them  that  it  is  better  to  waste  the  public  treasure 
than  to  apply  it  to  public  uses;  that  it  is  better  and  more 
ju&t  to  pamper  a  few  with  it,  than  to  let  the  whole  feel 
the  blessings  which  a  Government  may  aecuK  by  an  aU- 
nuniatratlon  for  the  benefit  of  all. 

If  there  abould  be  a  aurplut  of  revenue,  (which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaiury  denies^  and  which  the  com- 
mittee that  report  this  bill  deny,  for  they  have  recom- 
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mended  the  rejection  of  Ihe  bill  to  renew  the  depoaite 
tiiih  the  States,)  why  should  it  not  follow  the  surplua  of 
last  year'   Is  not  this  belter  than  to  cast  it  into  the  leaF 

But  there  is  still  a  wiser  and  a  belter  measure — one  that 
at  all  times  has  strongly  recommended  itself  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  eouniry;  I  mean  the  bill  which  has  re- 
peatedly passed  butb  Houses  by  a  large  majority,  and 
has  met  with  an  insurmountable  obstacle  in  the  veto  of 
the  Executive— the  land  bill.  This  act  provided  for  the 
distribution  of  the  avails  of  the  sales  of  the  public  landa 
among  the  States,  upon  juat  and  equitable  principles^  to 
aid  them  in  their  great  cause  of  education  and  inter- 
nal improvements.  It  waa  in  conformity  with  the  terma 
of  the  cession  of  those  lands;  for  they  were  given  to  the 
States,  and  not  to  the  United  States. 

And,  sir,  if  this  salutary  measure  had  been  adopted, 
what  signal  blessings  would  it  have  conferred  upon  the 
SUtes?  Who  does  not  see  that  it  waa  every  where  need- 
ed, and  that  the  hearts  of  the  people  would  have  been 
gladdened  in  all  the  country,  by  lucli  a  just  distribution 
of  a  treasure  acquired  by  the  common  blood  and  sacri- 
fices of  the  American  people?  A  mure  munificent,  wise, 
and  just  act,  was  never  devised  within  these  chambers. 
This  money  would  have  been  applied  by  the  Statea  to 
lighten  the  burdens  and  to  increase  the  happineaa  of  the 
people.  1  know  of  nolhicg  in  which  the  poor  are  more 
emphatically  blessed  than  in  enlaiged  means  of  educa- 
tion, or  in  which  the  whole  people  »re  more  clearly  ben- 
efited than  in  the  extension  of  internal  improvements, 
which  bring  the  products  of  labor  by  cheap  and  easy 
means  to  the  markets  of  the  couniry. 

Such  was  the  general  design  of  this  beneficent  act;  and 
while  I  lament  that  any  causes  should  have  arrested  its 
progress,  I  do  not  despair  of  ^et  seeing  a  returning  aense 
and  more  just  regard  to  public  righU  in  thia  matter. 

Can  any  one  fur  a  moment  hesitate  between  the  land 
bill  and  the  act  before  usT  They  both  relate  to  the  pub- 
lic, property:  the  one  proposes  to  dispose  of  it  for  the 
public  and  general  goodj  the  other  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  a  few  clamorous  individuals,  most  of  whom  are 
greedy  speculators;  the  one  to  enlighten  the  public  mind 
and  to  promote  the  public  convenience,  the  other  to  cre- 
ate an  odious  monopoly  in  the  bands  of  a  few,  while  tlie 
great  public  ia  excluded  from  all  participation  in  iu  own 
properly]  the  one  to  eaae  the  Treasury  of  its  burdens,  by 
returning  to  the  people  what  ia  their  own,  the  other  |o 
1  build  up  a  class  of  favortd  individuals  at  the  expenae  of 
the  people.  The  one  creates  a  sectional,  undisguised 
monopoly,  not  of  privileges  alone,  but  by  taking  what 
belongs  lo  us  of  the  old  Stales,  as  well  as  to  those  of  the 
new,  and  giving  it  to  others.  Can  there,  ought  there  tu 
be  a  moment's  hesitation  in  choosing  between  theae  meas- 
ures? If  the  Treasury  is  too  full,  (which  your  Secretary 
in  his  report  and  estimates  denies,)  shall  the  people  have 
their  own,  or  shall  a  favored  few  be  pampered  with  it? 

Have  we  reached  a  crisis  which  demands  the  absolute 
sacrifice  of  the  public  landit?  What  would  be  thought 
of  an  individual  so  profligate  as  to  commit  his  properly 
to  destruction?  It  would  be  deemed  a  ain  so  grosi  as  lo 
provoke  the  displeasure  of  Heaven.  And  we  need  not 
be  surprised  tf  we  soon  reach  a  period  when  the  people 
will  loufc  back  with  incredulity  upon  this  era,  in  which 
we  are  puzsling  ourselvea  to  devise  ways  to  get  rid  of 
the  revenue.  They  will  be  amazed  that  so  little  wiadoro 
existed  here  as  not  to  apply  any  surplus  that  possibly  can 
exist  to  great  and  useful  purposes)  but,  above  all,  they 
will  credit  no  man  with  sincerity  who  argues  that  it  is 
necessary  to  sacrifice  the  public  property;  for  you  can- 
not persuade  men  that  their  condition  is  above  amend- 
mentt  that  they  need  nothing  more)' that  public  money 
cannot  yet  be  expended  ao  as  to  promote  their  happiness. 

But  if,  from  political  prejudice  or  any  other  cause, 
the  land  bill  is  (ihj*ctio»ablr,  tXMMf  may  easily  rcduc- 
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he  revenue  wilhout  throwing  the  public  property  orer- 
boird.  Why  not  limit  or  itop  the  wl«  of  the  public 
Undtf  Why  not  offer  a  limited  porlinn  of  (tiose  which 
htve  been  aurreyed,  tniteid  of  exciting  the  cupidity  or 
the  greedy,  by  ofTeririff  ■  choice  of  the  whole  domftin? 
There  lurely  can  be  no  difficulty  in  reducinj^  the  rcve- 
nue  from  public  land,  if  ii  ia  necenary.  Small  financial 
talent  can  brinff  that  about,  and  leave  the  public  prop- 
erty to  meet  future  emergeticiea.  The  Treuury  can 
DCTcr  be  so  plethoric  aa  to  require  blood-letting. 

But  another  matter  has  been  preased  with  extraordi- 
nary zeal,  and,  1  fear,  more  for  efTect  than  any  other 
purpose. 

This  chamber  has  literally  resounded,  ever  aince  the 
opening  of  the  aesaion,  with  denunciationa  of  speculators 
in  landa.  The  pre-emption  law  of  1830,  I  have  ahown, 
diagniied  and  gave  effect  to  the  most  di^uating,  injuri- 
ous frauds  among  Bpeculators  that  have  ever  been  per- 
petrated, and  thia  bill  opens  a  pHtsage  a  thousand  timea 
wider  and  safer  for  the  workers  of  iniquity,  1  have, 
therefore,  been  greatly  stirprised  that  thnse  who  de- 
nounce  apecuUtors  should  be  found  among  tbesdvccatta 
of  this  measure.  Let  those  who  have  defrauded  the 
poor  Indiana,  and  through  them  plundered  the  United 
States,  answer  for  their  gross  misconduct.  No  denun- 
etations  for  them  can  be  too  heavy,  no  punishment  too 
severe. 

But  what  have  those  persons  done  who,  for  the  most 
part,  have  purchased  the  public  lands,  and  paid  this 
troublesome  revenue  into  the  Treasury  f  Just  what  the 
United  Biatea  have  invited  them  to  do.  We  have  a  law 
of  long  standing,  which  requires,  after  the  public  lands 
have  been  surveyed,  that  they  shall  first  be  offered  at 
public  auction,  and  those  which  will  sell  at  more  than  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter  shall  be  thuS  disposed  of.  It  fur> 
ther  provides  that,  whatever  remains  of  the  quantity 
thua  offered,  any  person  may  enter  in  any  quantity  not 
less  than  one  eighth  of  a  section,  and  become  the  owner 
by  paying  the  price  into  the  land  office  of  the  district 
where  the  land  lies.  All  perfonn  are  alike  invited,  both 
to  attend  the  sales  and  to  make  entries  of  what  remains. 
The  great  body  of  the  public  lands  have  been  sold  under 
the  provisions  of  this  law,  and  the  purchasers  have  done 
precisely  what  we  have  invited  them  by  law  to  do,  and 
precisely  what  all  honest  purchasers  before  them  have 
done.'  Tou  oflered  your  land  on  your  own  terms,  and 
they  have  paid  all  ynu  demanded.  This  is  the  extent  of 
their  offence;  and  does  it  become  ii',  white  tl>Mt  Ibw 
stands  on  the  statute  baok%  and  while  the  public  ofTicea 
are  kept  open  under  public  suthority  from  Congress  to 
itigmatise  those  who  give  us  just  what  we  ask— who 
deal  openly,  fairly,  and  honestly?  Ifyou  have  too  irany 
purchasers,  if  the  land  is  loo  rapidly  taken  up,  then  alter 
your  law;  change  your  terms,  instead  vf  denouncing  the 
puichaaers.  Too  can  make  terms  that  will  put  a  slop  to 
the  sales.  It  ill  becomes  w»  to  spend  our  breath  in  scold- 
ing about  those  who  have  done  nothing  but  comply  with 
our  tenntH  nothing  but  to  conform  to  the  hiws  made  here. 

It  is  fbrther  urged  that  tbe.publie  lands  have  excited 
a  diipoaitioD  to  speculation  and  trade  which  ought  to  be 
■uppressed,  because  it  ia  injurious  to  the  country.  Th;it 
an  extraordinary  apirit  of  trade  and  apeculaltun  ia  abrusd 
admits  of  no  doubt;  and  that  ita  ends  will  not  contribute 
to  the  general  prosperity  is  perhaps  equally  certaint  but 
I  cannot  agree  that  the  public  lands  have  been  the  exci- 
ting cause.    Nothing  seems  to  me  more  unfounded. 

Ths  origin  of  this  state  of  things  may  be  found  in  the 
attempts  m  the  Executive  to  regulate  Uie  currency  of  i  he 
country.  These  attempts,  all  agree  now,  have  been  fu- 
tile and  positively  tnjuriousi  and  so  will  si  1  attempts  to 
regulate  speculation  prove.  Every  one  thinks  he  can 
clearly  see  proofs  of  over>trading  in  olhersf  but  there 
tre  few,  I  believe,  who  do  not  entettaiii  the  opinion  that 


their  own  afiaira  are  judicioiisly  conducted.  They  need 
no  regolation  themselvesi  indeid,  they  are  willii^  to 
submit  to  nonci  for  that  is  a  matter  that  belonRS  exclu- 
sively to  their  private  judgmenti  but  their  nfighbors  may 
with  propriety  be  regulated.  The  Executive  may  put 
his  hand  upon  them,  because  they  buy  or  sell  a  little  too 
much.  It  is  a  kind  of  indcBnsble  public  injury,  which 
msy  he  corrected  by  the  interference  of  executive  pov- 
en  and  there  it  no  harm  in  applying  a  regulator  to  the 
judgment  of  others.  To  ourselvea  it  is  rot  necessary,  at 
our  opinions  are  as  good  as  the  King's.  But  I  said  apcc- 
ulation  did  not  find  its  origin  in  tlie  public  lands,  but  in 
the  removal  of  the  Jeposites.  That  extraordinary  meas- 
ure gave  the  death-blow  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stately 
and  eatablished  the  belief  that  such  «  bank  hereafter  was 
to  be  dispensed  with.  What  a  host  of  banks  have  risen 
upon  its  ruinsi  What  a  lea  of  psper  has  inundated  the 
country,  under  pretence  of  suppressing  bank  nolea!  In 
1830,  the  bank  capital  in  the  United  States  waa  eatima- 
led  at  f  U5,192,268i  and  it  ii  now  believed  to  be  little, 
if  any,  abort  of  #400,000,000.  Banks  hsve  been  every 
where  created,  with  sn  amount  of  capital  that  would 
have  startled  the  public  mind  before  this  war  began. 
Where  ia  the  boasted  hard-money  currency?  Who  sees 
it?  Who  feels  it?  It  jingles  in  the  press,  snd  nowhere 
else.  But  what  hat  been  the  eflTect  of  this  remarkable 
creation  of  banks?  Il  has  ewry  where  greatly  added  to 
the  amount  of  clrculstfon.  The  very  evil  ccmplatned  of 
exists  in  a  vastly  rroie  «fBcient  and  all-pervading  charac- 
ter. Wherever  new  banks  have  been  created,  there 
hopes  have  been  excited  that  money  could  be  reached, 
and  there  these  hopea  have  begot  the  spirit  of  specula- 
tion. A  new  batch  of  bills  was  to  be  thrown  out,  and 
those  who  would  add  to  their  mass  oF  wealth,  snd  those 
who  would  mend  broken  fortunes,  or  amass  riches  by  sud- 
den acquititions,  seised  these  opportunities  to  lay  hold 
of  the  means.  The  success  of  one  has  stimulated  anoth- 
er, until  the  contagion  has  spread,  with  the  spread  cf 
banks,  over  the  land.  This  system,  I  fear,  has  grown  to 
be  sn  alarming  evili  and  whenever  distress  and  suffering 
shall  overtake  us,  as  it  bids  fair  to  do  Speedily,  then  will 
the  eyes  of  the  public  be  turned  to  this  place  for  relief, 
and  the  just  power  of  the  States,  instead  of  being  respect- 
ed, will  be  trampled  under  foot.  Pennsylvania,  demo- 
cratic Pennsylvania,  has  already  appealeo  lo  this  power 
to  rid  her  of  her  State  banks. 

Let  not  the  pubic  liinds  be  charged  with  exciting  thia 
gambling  spirit.  T>ie  only  leason  why  you  sell  the  pub- 
lic lands  19,  because  they  are  supposed  to  be  cheap;  and 
if  you  think  them  so,  it  iaeasy  to  ask  more.  I^t  the 
currency  alonei  place  your  surplus  money  with  ths 
States,  instead  of  piling  it  up  in  your  pet  bank*,  to  that 
It  rises  shove  their  rapilal,  and  the  people  will  soon  learn 
how  to  do  buBines.%  and  you  will  find  little  cause  to  com- 
plain of  speculation;  but  so  long  as  ycu  undertake  to 
regulate  it,  and  fit  that  regulation  to  suit  the  fortunes 
and  wishes  of  favored  capitalists,  so  long  you  will  hear 
complaints,  and  just  ccmplaints,  of  tite  partial  and  op- 
preauve  action  of  thia  Government. 

But  with  what  force  can  those  who  censure  specula- 
tion advocate  this  hill?  It  proposes  to  legalize  the  most 
stupendous  speculations  that  the  country  has  ever  witnes- 
sed. If  we  cannot  extricate  ourseUes  from  the  petty 
law  of  1830,  if  that  has  enliated  an  army  of  50,000  men 
to  band  themselves  together  to  inaist  on  pre-emption 
rights  QFHinst  all  law  and  all  color  of  right,  what  number 
do  you  think  thts  bill  will  array  upon  the  frontiers?  I 
tell  you,  sir,  that  the  whole  power  of  the  United  States 
will  exei't  itself  in  vain  against  the  current.  Your  pub- 
lic domain  will  be  lost}  instead  of  three  millions,  your 
bill  will  take  from  you  three  hundred  millions.  The 
temptation  is  such  as  never  addressed  itself  to  cupidityt 
and  the  speculatora,  those  who  can  \w.  furrows  and  liire 
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tbe  itrongeit  force  to  nuke  violence  and  to  resist  vto- 
Irncet  will  be  the  chieF  parlicipitors  in  the  plunder. 
He  who  can  raise  llie  alrongeat  clan,  and  flourish  the 
moat  knives,  will  acquire  the  greatest  possessions. 

The  bill  also  invites  and  prutecls  Irauil;  for  )ou  au- 
thorize a  person  to  enter  upon  his  two  sections,  to  make 
his  caUivaiion,  and  to  hold  the  land,  but  he  is  to  have  no 
titie  for  five  years.  Whoever,  therefore,  chooses  to  de- 
ftaud  hii  creditors,  may  salt  his  money  down  in  these 
hnds,  and  it  will  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  law  i  for  the 
title  will  be  in  the  United  States,  while  tbe  actual  poti* 
session  and  full  enjoyment  will  be  in  the  p re-em ptiuner. 
This  wiit  be  one  ol'  the  most  convenient  modes  ever  de- 
vised of  abstracting  property  from  tbe  reach  of  cred- 
itors. 

But  there  is  another  reason  more  extraordinary  than 
•ny-to  which  I  have  hitherto  adverted.  I  commend  the 
frankneis  of  the  Uenator  from  MiHouri  [Mr.  Bebtoh] 
when  he  says  earnestly,  and  too  emphatically  (o  be  mis- 
underatood,  it  is  time  the  federal  title  to  the  public  lands 
was  extinguished;  the  time  is  coming  when  we  will  have 
them.  These  are  plain  declarations — we  will  have 
them,"  The  old  States,  then,  are  to  have  no  part  or  lot 
in  the  public  lands.  The  children  hold  themselves  justi* 
ficd  in  seixing  the  estate,  in  robbing  the  ancestor  while 
alivei  ftnd  those  who  propose  this  complain  of  all  who 
buj  tend  at  tbe  legal  price  aa  greedy  speculatorsi  as  men 
preying  upon  the  public  prosperity,  and  enriching  them- 
•elves  at  tbe  expense  of  the  settlers.  This  can  only 
mean  that  wliat  goes  into  the  public  Treasury  is  grudg- 
ed to  it.  It  is  time  for  the  public  to  rouse  up  and  look 
to  this  usurpation,  if  there  isauch  a  determination  abroad. 
It  ia  time  for  the  old  States  to  awake  from  their  repose* 
and  see  that  their  inheritance  is  not  sold  for  a  mess  of 
pottige.  These  public  tends  aiford  t  nost  alluring  teiDp* 
lalion  to  those  wbo  seek  for  popular  favor*  and  the  old 
States  may  rest  assured  that  they  will  conatitute  a  politi- 
cal capital  to  trade  upon,  and  he  who  will  offer  them 
upon  the  most  fHvorable  terms  will  hope  for  most  popu- 
lar favor  in  the  West.  The  halls  of  Congress  have  long 
furnished  ample  proof  of  this.  Sir,  I  hope  the  lime  has 
not  come  when  tbe  people  are  to  be  purchased  by  lar- 
gesses; when,  in  imilation  «f  the  corrupt  days  of  Rome, 
favor  is  to  be  grained  by  a  distribution  of  corn  or  money. 
Yet,  from  the  signs  here,  I  have  long  feared  the  approach 
uf  evil.  I  hope,  sir,  the  people  place  a  higher  value 
upon  public  libcriy;  that  they  will  consent  to  be  the  fol- 
lowers of  no  one  who  does  not,  by  his  conduct  as  well 
as  sentiments,  show  his  respect  and  regard  for  the  insti- 
tutions achieved  and  established  by  ibe  Revolution  of  in- 
dependence. Men  that  can  be  bougitt  and  sold  by  petty 
hopes  of  pecuniary  advantage  are  unworthy  of  the  great 
public  blessings  they  inherit. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri,  I  agree,  understands  the 
sentiments  of  bis  part  of  the  country  better  than  i  do, 
for  be  baa  long  been  a  sagacious  observer  of  public  opin- 
ion. It  is  enough  for  me  that  he  declares  the  purpose 
exisu  to  assert  title  to  the  lands  in  the  new  States.  It  is 
enough  for  all  wbo  value  their  property  to  look  to  it 
with  vigiteneei  when  one  of  hte  standing  and  influence 
declares  that  the  federal  title  shall  be  extingutebed. 
The  new  States,  I  trust,  are  more  wise,  just,  and  patri- 
otic, than  the  suggestion  would  imply. 

I  have,  sir,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  gisnced  at  some  of  the  im- 
portant matters  connected  with  this  measure,  and  I  can- 
not view  it  in  any  aspect  in  which  it  presents  itself,  that  is 
not  pref^nant  with  vicious  conaequencest  and,'thoughI 
ftar  it  will  be  unavailing,  I  earnestly  hope  the  bill  may 
be  rejected, 

Ur.  TIPTON  said  he  bad  hoped  that  tbe  bill  would 
have  been  brought  back  from  the  committee  in  some 
"bspe  in^  which  he  could  cheerfully  give  his  vote  in  its  j 
hroff  and  although  there  wu  now  only  one  feature  of ' 


it  whi<^  recommended  it  to  bim,  (that  of  pre>emption,) 
he  should  still  vote  for  it.  Though  the  bill  wouki,  on  the 
whole,  be  of  little  benefit  to  Indiana,  yet  some  there 
would  be  eminently  benefited  by  the  revival  of  the  pre- 
emption law.  Every  Senator  must  see  that  this  was  a 
great  national  object. 

Mr.  T.  regretted  extremely  that  a  bill  with  such  pro- 
visions aa  this  did  not  limit  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  at 
all.  For  five  years  past,  the  Senate  and  the  country  had 
been  much  agitated  in  reUtion  to  the  public  lands.  In 
regard  to  ibem,  three  measuies  had  been  presented. 
The  first  was  Mr.  Cur's  land  bill,  to  which,  if  it  were 
possible  to  pass  it  in  connexion  with  the  pre-emption 
principle,  he  would  give  liis  support.  The  second 
measure  was  tlie  one  proposed  by  Mr.  CiLBocir,  to  cede 
tbe  public  lands  to  the  new  States  on  certain  condtti'ins, 
which  would  relieve  those  States  from  an  undue  subjec* 
tion  to  the  Federal  Government,  give  them  the  power 
to  lax  tbe  lands,  and  enable  them  to  advance  more  rapid* 
ly  in  improvement  and  prosperity.  Mr.  T.  did  not  be- 
lieve, with  Mr.  HrsBAnn,  that  tbe  time  had  not  arrived 
for  this  measure.  1'he  proper  time,  he  thought,  had  ar- 
rived,  and  he  wished  the  bill  might  have  a  report  made 
upon  it  by  a  committee,  and  go  abroad  to  the  country. 
The  third  measure  was  this  bill,  to  which  Mr.  T.  espe- 
cially objected,  becuuse  it  was  limited  to  three  years, 
ne  hoped,  therefore,  tbst  the  new  States  would  be  put 
in  possession  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  EWiNG  spoke  in  decided  opposition  to  it,  on  con- 
slitutional  among  other  considerations. 

Mr.  CLATsaidithad  been  bis  wish  and  intention,  in  tbe 
progress  of  this  bill,  to  express  his  sentiments  at  large 
upon  it;  and  he  would  now  do  so,  but  he  did  not  wish 
to  inflict  on  the  Senate  a  long  speech.  He  would  say 
but  a  few  words. 

He  had  not  purchased,  he  said,  either  directly  or  iadi> 
rectly  one  acre  of  land  for  twenty  years  past,  with  the 
exception  of  a  quarter  section  to  complete  a  grazing 
farm  in  lllinoist  and  in  saying  this  he  did  not  imply  a  re- 
proach sgainat  purchasers  of  the  public  lands.  If  indi- 
viduals evaded  tbe  law,  or  made  use  of  official  power  in 
such  purchases,  to  these  he  objected,  but  not  to  the  gen- 
eral purchaser. 

Mr.  C.  recollected  three  different  epochs  at  which 
Bpeculatron  had  raged.  'J*he  first  was  from  1793  to 
1796,  when  it  raged  throughout  the  country.  Among 
these  speculators  were  Morris,  and  Nicholson,  and  others, 
merchants  of  Virginia.  Beautiful  maps  were  made  out, 
dry  lands  were  turned  into  meadows,  barrens  into  fruit« 
ful  fields,  and  streams  were  found  where  they  were  nev- 
er found  before.  That  speculation  was  disastrous  to  all 
concerned.  In  1816,  after  the  late  war,  it  had  raged 
again.  Land  was  bought  in  Alabama  at  from  940  to  #70 
per  acre.  This  general  speculation  was  also  most  disas- 
troufl,  and  many  of  the  speculators  hsd  got  relief  frohi 
the  Government,  by  a  reduction  of  36  per  cent,  on  their 
purchases.  Host  of  the  speuitetors  suffered,  ^gaio 
the  spirit  aroae  a  year  or  two  ago;  and  Mr.  C.  doubled 
not  that  the  crisis  of  the  disease  was  already  psst,  snd  if 
it  were  let  alone  it  would  remedy  hself.  Very  manv 
purchasers  would  be  great  sufTererp,  as  in  1796  and 
18I8-'19.  The  evil  required  no  physician  to  arrest  its 
progress,  and  it  was  best  lo  leave  it  where  it  was. 

This  bill,  Mr.  C.  said,  had  been  founded  on  two  ideasi 
first  to  reduce  the  revenue,  and  then  lo  suppreas  specu- 
lation. If  Mr.  C's  views  were  correct,  speculation 
would  go  down  of  itself,  so  low  even  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  stimutete  it,  and  the  revenue  would  fall  to 
the  ordinary  wants  of  tbe  Government.  There  would  not 
again  be  a  surplus  to  require  legislation.  But  even  if  Ibe 
public  lands  should  nett  twenty  or  twenty-five  miltioni  of 
dollars  annually,  was  this  bill  the  proper  remedy^  Some 
gentlemen  would  ssy  the  object  wouM  be  attsiiied  by  in* 
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creas'ine  the  price  or  the  land,  and  thereby  reducing  the 
sales;  another  would  keep  the  lands  out  of  the  market. 
Another  remedy  would  be  the  bill  which  Mr.  C.  had  had 
the  honor  of  proposing  so  often,  and  which  bad  met  the 
■anetion  of  this  body.  Byadopiinff  this,  Congress 
would  execute  the  great  trust  reposed  in  them,  and  the 
States  would  be  more  benefited  by  it  than  by  the  pres- 
ent bill.  Mr.  C.  could  not  see  how  gentlemen  cuuld 
give  their  assent  to  this  bill,  if  they  saw  the  constitution- 
al objections  as  he  did.  Whst  power  had  Congress 
thus  lo  dispose  of  tlie  public  lundsf  This  biU  supposed 
tbftt  Government  had  some  power  over  the  land,  beyond 
and  Brier  its  d'wpOBttioii.  It  seemed  to  Mr.  C>  that 
when  they  bad  sold  the  land  their  power  wu  exlististcd. 

Hut  again:  what  right  had  Congress  to  legiaUre  on  the 
liw  of  contracts  within  the  bosom  of  the  States?  What 
relation  did  they  bear  to  the  land  within  the  States? 
Nothing  more  nor  less  than  that  of  a  proprietor,  which 
drew  after  it  no  legislative  powers  whatever.  The 
property  was  secured  in  the  new  States  by  cumpttct,  to 
as  to  be  exempt  from  taxation  by  the  States)  but  when 
these  SutcB  were  erected,  they  had  otherwise  the  s«me 
power  over  It  as  the  ok)  States.  The  legislative  power 
of  Congreii  over  the  territory  ceased  to  exist,  «nd  they 
had  no  power  to  declare  what  contracta  should  be  valid 
or  not  valid. 

But  again:  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  de- 
clared that  the  judicial  power  created  by  this  Govern- 
ment should  be  vested  in  b  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Sittes  and  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  should  es- 
tablish. But  by  this  bill  was  not  this  power  vestetl  in 
the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  public  lands?  They 
were  to  examine  evidence  and  decide  on  the  rights 
of  property.    And,  further,  between  two  pre-emptioners 


Ihey  were  to  decide  without  appeal,  without  trial  by 
jury,  without  revisul.  Mr.  C.  would  agree  that  a  copy 
of  this  provision  was  to  be  found  in  inotber  act  of  Cun- 
greiBt  but  it  wbb  an  act  granting  military  bounliei  in  eun- 
aequence  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain.  And  tbetrscta 
granted  by  these  laws  were  all  in  the  Territuries*  over 
which  Congress  held  the  power  to  legislate. 

Again,  Mr.  C.  said,  this  law  provided  that  a  man  who 
lived  in  the  new  Slates,  and  owned  a  tract  of  land,  should 
have  privileges  which  were  denied  to  citizens  in  the 
other  States.  That  was,  they  might  hold  pre-emption  to 
other  tracts  of  land,  to  the  entire  quantity  of  two  sections 
allowed  by  the  bill.  What  right  had  Congress  to  create 
Ihii  inequality?  What  right  had  they  to  give  one  who 
owned  a  furm  in  the  new  Stales  privileges  which  were 
not  given  to  one  who  owned  a  farm  in  the  old  States? 

Again:  this  bill  professed  to  be  a  settlement  law  to 
people  in  the  new  Stales.  Where  had  Congress  the 
authority  to  act  on  this  principle.  The  States  had  the 
power,  but  hsd  Congress  any  such  power?  Mr.  C.  called 
especially  on  the  Stkle  riglitt  men  lo  vindicate  the  bill 
from  tb^  charges  which  he  brought  against  it. 

llr.  C>  saw  i'lsitperable  objections  to  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  of  affidavits.  Each  settler  might  enter  eighteen 
different  tracts,  each  of  which  would  require  three  affi- 
davits, making  fifty-four  for  each  settler.  All  these 
were  to  be  filed  by  the  registers  and  receivers,  and  ex- 
amined by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Genera)  Land  Office. 
Could  any  estimate  be  made  of  the  angregate  num> 
ber?  Here  would  be  millions  on  millions  of  amdavita,  so 
that  algebra  itself  could  hardly  reach  the  amount.  The 
bill,  also,  was  founded  on  an  inference  of  the  security  of 
affidavits.  But  who  would  examine  them?  Nothing 
would  be  more  unpopular  than  to  scrutinize  an  affidsvit; 
and  they  would  therefore  amount  to  no  security. 

And  then,  as  to  speculators,  nothing  had  surprised  Mr. 
C.  so  mud)  as  to  hear  the  chairman  of  the  Land  Commit- 
tee eontend  that  a  direct  effect  of  the  law  would  be  to 
benefit  specula'ors;  and  that  it  would  be  a  great  tecurily 


to  the  free  sales.  To  have  much  landjn  the  market,  and 
the  terms  easy,  secured  agsinHt  speculation!  How  could 
the  speculator,  then,  enter  into  competition  with  the 
United  States.^  In  proportion  lo  the  quantity  of  the 
article,  so  would  be  the  lowness  of  price.  But  if  the 
United  States  withdrew  the  lands,  or  placed  restrictions 
on  the  sales,  the  lands  which  cuuld  be  without  all  this 
would  sell  more  readily.  Security  sgainsl  speculation 
consisted  in  the  quantity  of  land  in  the  market,  and  in 
exemption  from  restriction.  Mr.  C.  declared  that  if  he 
had  speculated,  he  would  hail  the  passoge  of  this  law  as 
one  which  would  secure  to  him  a  furtune. 

Then,  as  to  the  pre-emption  clausei  it  was  not  correct 
that  pre-emption  was  the  subject  of  early  legislation. 
There  was  a  law  passed  in  1807,  which  was  in  force  till 
the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  the  14th  sec- 
lion  of  which  provided,  th«  if  any  person  should  make 
a  settlement  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  limiiB  of  Louisiana,  he  should  be  subject  lo  a  fine  not 
exceeding  tl,00O,  or  lo  impriEonment  not  exceeding 
twelve  monlhs{  and  such  persons  were  1  able  to  removal 
by  the  military  force  of  the  United  States.  Till  within 
a  few  years,  Mr.  C.  aaid,  the  laws  on  this  subject  were 
rigorous  enou(;h,  Congress  designing  to  take  care  of  the 
property  fur  tlie  bentfit  of  the  whole  Union,  II  was 
only  within  five  or  six  years  that  pre-emption  laws  were 
passed  at  all,  except  under  peculiar  circumstances.  But 
if  this  bill  should  pasir,  Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not  give  a 
pinch  of  snufl'  for  its  limitstion  to  December  3|  1SS6. 
Pass  this  nowt  and  another  and  another  would  follow, 
however  firmly  the  impres^on  might  now  be  made  that 
this  wss  the  end  of  pre>emption  forever.  It  would  still 
goon,  and  settlers  In  hordes  would  tske  possession  of 
the  public  land;  and  they  would  come  here  with  all  the 
power  they  could  exert,  to  procure  the  passage  of  pre- 
emption laws.  PaM  it,  and  such  laws  would  be  as  regu- 
lar as  the  general  approprialien  bill. 

But  it  waa  asked,  why  refuse  pre-emptions?  Only  n 
few  dollari  more,  it  was  said,  than  the  minimum  price 
was  on  the  average  obtained  at  the  free  sales.  But  Mr. 
C.  said  this  lowness  of  price  was  itsel  r  owing  lo  pre-einp> 
tion.  But  if  it  were  not  so,  was  it  not  fair  that  there 
should  be  no  other  thsn  free  sales?  No  one  had  a  just 
right  to  complain.  But  when  motives  were  offered,  as 
by  this  bill,  tu  go  and  seize  the  public  lands,  the  neces- 
sary effect  was  dissatisfaction.  Members  here  represent- 
ed tbe  whole,  pre-emptioners  and  others;  but  those  who 
esme  here  felt  that  they  must  take  care  of  pre-emption- 
ers, since  one  good  turn  deserves  another,  pre-emplion* 
ers  hsving  helped  them  to  office.  Mr.  C>  would  not 
reproach  them;  their  motives  were  such  as  were  power- 
ful in  our  nature,  and  ihey  were  not  at  liberty  to  disre- 
gard them.  But  they  should  recollect  that  not  all  their 
constituents  were  pre-enlptioners. 

Mr.  C.  believed,  therefore,  that  when  this  beginning 
should  reach  the  Rocky  Mountains,  every  security  to  the 
public  land  would  be  gone.  A  few  yearaago  such  grants 
were  only  made  in  forty-acre  tracts,  and  even  then  only 
for  the  sake  of  completing  a  farmi  but  tbis  bill  would 
sweep  off  all  restrictions. 

The  bill  thus  extended  the  power  to  purchase,  with- 
drew the  exemption  from  taxation  fur  five  yeara  after 
salei  and  by  pre-emption  it  would  sweep  over  the  whole 
coimtry.  The  Senate  were  told  to  do  thus  nowt  but  in 
a  few  years  there  would  be  more  Senator*  frtm  new 
States,  and  they  would  then  use  their  power  to  appropri- 
ate to  themselves  the  entire  public  domain  of  the  country. 

It  wss  with  tbe  deepe»t  regret  that  Mr.  C.  had  witnes- 
sed these  proceedings.  It  was  the  duly  of  Corgrcss 
to  vindicate  the  prnperty  of  the  entire  Union,  ftom  sup- 
porting a  bill  by  which,  in  a  few  years,  the  public  do- 
main would  be  unknown  to  Uie  legislation  of  Congress. 
Mr.  C.  hoped  the  bill  would  be  Brrcited  here  or  souk* 
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vhere  tl»t,  and  that  (he  Und  cystem  would  remain  un- 
cbinged  aod  unftfFeeted.  One  great  kdfMtaKe  of  tbe 
■yiteni  bad  been  tbe  security  or  titlei.  Woald  tbey  not 
K  put  in  jeopardy  by  this  bill,  and  would  it  not  renew 
thesffiictiTe  scenes  which  Mr.  C.  had  witnessed  in  his 
own  State?  And  it  would  drive  the  best  of  our  citizens 
(0  find  refuge  in  (he  new  country. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  required  to  otsrk 
those  lands  which  were  reserved)  but  supposing  he 
»houid  not  do  so,  be  incurred  no  penally.  Here,  again, 
there  was  danj^r  and  an  increase  of  risk,  instead  of  se> 
eurity.  In  these  remark^  Mr.  C.  aaidj  he  had  acted  un- 
der a  profound  sense  of  public  duly. 

liie  question  being  at  length  oblained,  llie  bill  wu 
passed,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YxAi — Messrs.  Benton,  Ulack,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabams,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Hou- 
toot  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Psge,  Parker,  Rives,  Robin- 
son, Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wright— 27. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Dsv1«,  Ewing  of  Oliio,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  HcRean,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Robbing,  Ruggles, 
Serier, Southard,  Spence,  Swil^,  Tomlinson,  Wull,  Web- 
ster, While— 23. 

The  title  was  amended  by  adding  the  words,  *■  and  for 
other  purposes." 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

FaiDi.T,  FxsavARr  10. 
SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  SWIFT  said  that  either  the  journal  of  yesterday's 
proceedings,  as  read  by  the  Secretary,  was  incorrect,  or 
several  Senators  had  voted  under  a  misapprehension  of 
the  question  on  the  petition  presented  by  him  yesterday 
in  relation  to  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  stated  that  he  bad  understood  the 
question  to  be  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Swirr  to  refer  that 
portion  of  the  petition  which  related  to  the  regulation  of 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  (over  which  subject  be 
thought  Congress  had  power)  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District;  and  he  had  therefiare  voted  in  the  affirmnUvr, 
becauae  he  regarded  that  trade  as  an  infamous  and  inhu- 
man trafSe,  which  ought  to  be  abolished. 

The  CHAIR  said  tbe  journal  waacorrectf  and  that,  ob- 
jection having  been  made  to  the  petition,  the  question 
was  simply  and  exclusively  on  its  reception. 

Mr.  CtATToir's  vote,  by  unanimous  consent,  wu  then 
altered  from  tbe  aflirmative  to  tbe  negative. 

STEAM  BOILER  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  the  bill  authorizing  the  ap. 
pointment  of  a^commUsion  of  three  persons  to  make  es- 
perfments  on  inventions  to  prevent  the  explosion  of 
stesm  boilers,  was  considered;  tbe  bhinks  filled  by  ap- 
propriating $6,000  for  the  expense  of  the  experiments, 
snd  t300  each  for  the  pay  of  the  commissioners.  Amend- 
ed, on  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  by  sppropriating 
95,000  additional  for  the  trial  of  the  double  aelf-acting 
safety  valve,"  on  the  Western  waters;  and,  together  with 
the  sroendmenls,  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT. 
Mr.  GRUNDV,  from  tbe  joint  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  Hon.  Martiit  Vaw  Btruir,  and  inform  him 
that  he  has  been  elected  President  of  the  United  States, 
Kported  that  they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  to 
tbem,  and  had  received  for  answer  that  be  desired  to  ex- 
liresa^  the  grateful  sense  that  he  entertained  of  the  dis- 
tniguisbed  honor  which  his  fellow-dtiiens  bad  conferred 
OQhimt  u>d  requested  them  to  assure  their  reapeeliTe 
Houtti  that  they  might  rely  on  hit  unceasing  endeaTon 


to  execute  the  responsible  trust  which  devolved  on  him, 
in  a  manner  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest. 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

After  morning  business  had  been  disposed  of,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  desig- 
nate and  limit  the  kinds  of  funds  receivable  fur  the  pub- 
lic revenue. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  an'amendment  to  the  bill,  re- 
quiring tbe  registers  and  receivers  to  receive  the  same 
scrip  in  payment  for  the  public  lands  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  CLAT  remarked  that  tbe  bill  in  its  present  finrm 
left  tbe  Treasury  order  unrescinrfed,  the  subject  of  that 
order  being  still  wholly  in  tbe  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  He  had  an  amendment  therefore  to 
ofTer,  which,  if  accepted  by  Mr.  Hcubaed  as  a  part  of 
his,  and  adopted  by  the  Senate,  would  reconcile  him  to 
the  bill.  This  smendment  declared  that  it  was  not  law- 
ful for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  any  dis- 
)  crimination  in  the  funds  so  receivable  as  public  revenue. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  accepted  this  addition  to  hii  amend- 
ment) which  amendment,  so  amended,  was  adopted  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  EWING  called  fur  the  yeas  snd  nays  on  the  pas. 
ssge  of  the  bill}  which  were  onlcred. 

Mr.  RENTON  gave  extracts  from  a  letter  which  lie 
had  lately  received  from  Missouri,  staling  that  all  psrtiea 
there  were  now  in  favor  of  the  Treasury  order,  which  he 
accompanied  with  some  remarks;  and  afterwards  spoke 
for  some  time  in  favor  of  specie  and  sgainat  paper  money 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  that  in  Mississippi  all  parties  were 
now  united  in  condemnation  of  tbe  I'teasury  order;  and 
he  had  just  learned,  by  a  respectable  gazette,  that  reso- 
lutions condemning  that  order  had  just  been  introduced 
into  the  Legislature  of  MisMSslMi,  and  had  received  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  House  ofRepresentatives  in  their 
favor. 

Mr.  EWING  remarked  that  tbe  bill,  as  now  amended, 
was  nearly  all  he  desired.  He  would  therefore  now  give 
it  his  hearty  concurrence. 

Messrs.  NILES.  BENTON,  and  WALKER,  partici- 
pated for  a  white  in  a  general  financial  discussion,  having 
an  especial  reference  to  banks,  paper  money,  and  the 
Treasury  order. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  Hud  he  had  been  very  anxious  to  ex- 
press his  opinions  nmewbst  at  targe  upon  this  subject. 
He  put  no  faith  in  this  measure  to  arrest  the  downward 
course  of  the  country.  He  believed  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency was  almost  incurably  bad,  so  that  it  was  vtry  doubt- 
ful whether  the  highest  skill  and  wisdom  could  restore  it 
to  soundness;  and  it  was  destined,  at  no  distant  time,  to  un- 
dergo an  entire  revolution.  An  explosion  he  considered 
inevitable,  and  so  much  tbe  greater,  tbe  longer  it  should 
be  delayed.  Ur.  C.  would  bave  been  glad  to  go  over 
the  whole  subject;  but  as  he  was  now  unprepared  to 
sign  bis  reasons  for  tbe  vote  which  he  might  give,  lie 
was  unwilling  to  vote  at  all. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buchaosn,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis,  Kwing  of  Illi- 
nois, Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hub> 
bard,  Kent,  Kii^  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
HcKean,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Nilrs,  Norvell,  Page,  Par. 
ker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Kives,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Se- 
vier, Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White— 41. 

Ni.TS — Messrs.  Benton,  Linn,  MorrisL  Ruoreleh 
Wright— 5. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  WHITE,  tbe  Senate  held  an  execu- 
tive session. 

When  the  doon  vere  opened^  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 
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JVDICIAUT  8TSTEU  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

An  ftmeiwlment  reported  from  the  committee,  altering 
the  order  of  the  Mveral  flircuits*  wtf  adopted. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  offered  lereral  amendment!,  ooe  of 
which  made  the  dlfttricli  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  lliinoit,  and 
Hiehigan,  the  icTenth  circuit,  and  othen  made  the  num- 
ber of  term*  in  the  new  Slates  and  Territoriea  one  in- 
stead of  two  in  a  yrar. 

At  the  requeat  of  Ur.  GRUNDY,  who  wUhed  for  fur. 
tber  tine  to  incorporate  his  amendments  with  the  bill, 
baring  failed  in  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
eommittee'a  amendment,  with  which  bta  were  dealgned 
lo  be  connected,  the  action  on  the  bill  waa  nupendra  by 
unanimoui  conaent. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortificatioav,  8te. 
fur  the  year  183^  coming  up  in  ila  order, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BENl'ON  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  this  mo- 
tion) which  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  negatived: 
Ayes  8,  noes  20. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  the  bill  was  precisely 
the  tame  which  had  pssied  the  Senate  at  (he  last  session. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  remarked  on  the  great  importance 
of  the  bill,  and  wiahed  that  action  upon  it  might  not  be 
hasty. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  alto  remarking  on  the  impropriety 
ofbaile  on  auch  a  meaaurei  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table  till  to-morrow. 

Hr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  moved  an  adjournmenti  which 
was  negatived:   Yeas  12,  nays  21. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  thia  bill  was  so  unexpected, 
and  tbe  hour  ao  bte,  that  he  should  decline  making  the 
(riiserratima  which  he  intended  to  make,  unless  further 
time  should  be  allowed.  He  modified  bis  motion,  so  as 
dmply  to  lay  tbe  bill  on  the  tablet  which  motion  waa  neg- 
atived, by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  BENTON, 
as  follows: 

Yau — Messrs.  Dinck,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden. Ewing  of  Ohio,  King  of  Georgia,  Moore,  Fren- 
tist,  Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  White— 13. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Denton,  Buchanan,  Dana, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  King  of  Alsbsma,  Linn,  Nicholas.  Nilei^  Norvell, 
Page,  Parker,  Sevier,  I'allmsdge,  Tipton,  Walker, 
Wall,  Wright— 23. 

The  bill  waa  then  reported  to  tite  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  without  a  diviaion. 

The  Stnale  then  adjourned. 


SATcnsAT,  FebduabtII. 

Mr.  GRUNDY,  from  the  jcnnt  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  honorable  Rickabb  U.  JoBianif,  of  Kentuc- 
ky, and  inform  him  that  be  had  been  elected  by  the 
Senate  to  the  office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Slatff,  reported  that,  on  Saturday  last,  tliej  had  perform- 
ed that  doty,  and  had  received  the  following  Utter, 
which  they  were  requested  to  present  to  the  Senate: 
7b  the  Smote  of  the  Uniitd  Stata.- 

GxirTLCKBv:  1  have  received,  with  no  ordinary  emo- 
tions, the  notice,  through  your  commitiee,  of  my  elec- 
tron to  the  office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
by  tbe  Senate.  I  accept  the  atation  assigned  me.  This 
token  of  regard  From  the  repreaentativea  of  the  Stales 
will  ever  be  held  in  grateful  recollection.  Permit  me 
tu  tender  you  my  aiiteere  thanks. 

Observing  that  your  decision  is  in  harmony  with  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Slates  snd  a  moiety  of  all  the  electors  in 
(he  primary  colleges,  my  gratificaton  is  heightened, 
from  tbe  conviction  that  tbe  Senate,  in  tbe  exercise  of 


their  constitutional  preiogatlve,  concurred  with  and 
conRrmed  the  wishes  both  of  the  Statea  and  the  people. 
Called,  in  virtue  of  this  preferment,  to  preside  in  the 
deliberations  of  your  enlif;htened  body,  from  and  after 
the  3d  of  March  next,  permit  me  to  make  use  of  thia 
opportunity  to  say  that  I  cannot  feel  insensible  to  diffi- 
culties which  I  must  anticipate,  and  the  frequent  ocea- 
.  sion  [  may  have  for  ywir  forbearance.  Though  for  thir- 
ty years  a  member  of  one  or  tbe  other  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congresa,  yet  1  have  never  been  accustomed  to  pre* 
side,  even  temporarily,  over  either,  or  in  any  delibem< 
tive  assembly.  My  attention  has  generally  been  engroa- 
sed  by  the  more  immediate  acts  of  legislation,  without 
special  regard  to  the  minuteness  of  rules  and  orders,  so 
necessary  lo  the  proKressof  business,  and  so  important 
to  the  observance  of  the  presiding  officer. 

Contemplating  the  character  or  my  distinguished  pred* 
eeesaora,  and  considering  my  deficiency  in  point  of  lal- 
ent,  and  the  want  of  experience  for  the  appropriate  du> 
lies  nf  the  station,  it  is  impossible  for  me  lo  overcome 
entirely  the  diffidence  with  which  I  meei  this  call  of  my 
fellow-citizens.  But  this  reflection  will  always  console 
me,  that  any  errors  on  my  part  will  affect  me  personally 
rather  thsn  the  publicithe  intelligence  of  tbe  Senate  will 
guard  the  country  from  any  injury  that  might  result  from 
the  imperfections  of  its  presiding  officer,  and  its  magna- 
nimity  will  cover  these  Imperfections  with  the  veil  of 
charity.  In  tiiis  conclusion,  I  find  a  warrant  in  contem- 
pUting  among  tbe  members  of  your  body  so  many 
friends  with  whom  T  have  been  associated  in  public  life. 
It  ii  only  in  the  event  of  an  equal  division  of  the  Sen- 
ate that  the  presiding  officer  is  called  upon  to  give  his 
vote.  My  hope  is,  that  there  may  be  always  sufficient 
unanimity  to  prevent  such  a  contingency.  If,  however, 
it  should  happen,  this  duty  will  be  fatniliar  to  me,  and  I 
shall  perform  it  without  embarraasment-  In  exercising 
this  power,  I  shall  expect  the  same  indulgence  that  1 
have  ever  extended  to  others  where  difTerences  of  opin- 
ion existed. 

To  the  Senate  the  most  important  trusts  are  commit- 
ted. Its  duties  are  legislative,  executive,  and.  in  cer- 
tain contingencies,  judicial.  As  citizens,  every  branch 
of  our  Government  is  dear  lo  us;  but,  from  my  more 
immediate  relation  to  this,  by  your  choice,  I  shall  re- 
gard it  with  apeeial  Interest.  It  stands  pre-eminent  in 
talent  and  character.  In  presiding  over  lU  deliberations 
it  shall  be  my  effort  to  act  with  perfect  respect  and  im- 
partiality towarda  every  member,  and  endeavor,  by  thia 
course  of  conduct,  to  merit  the  approbation  of  all. 

R.  M.  30HNS0N. 

CiTT  OF  Washirotos,  Feb.  10,  1837. 

CESSION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  IJVNBS. 

The  bill  [Mr.  CaLBora's]  to  cede  the  public  landa,  on 
certain  condilions,  to  the  new  States,  came  up  in  its  or- 
der for  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  remarked  that  he  presumed  that  all 
those  who  wished  to  be  heard  in  support  of  this  bill  had 
enjoyed  the  opportunity!  uid  he  would  at  once  make 
the  motion  lo  lay  the  bill  upon  tbe  table,  in  order  to 
test  the  opinion  of  tbe  Senate  M  to  the  policy  of  the 
measure,  if  he  did  nut  consider  himself  called  upon  to 
make  some  few  general  observations  in  relation  to  this 
subject.  He  intended,  however,  to  submit  that  motion 
before  he  resumed  his  seat.  And  he  would  now  proceed 
to  atate  the  particular  reasons  which  will  induce  him  to 
submit  the  motion.  He  certsinly  could  not,  with  any 
truth,  be  charged  with  entertaining  any  feeling  un- 
friendly to  the  new  Stales.  He  waa  their  friend.  He 
had  been  their  friendt  and  he  could  appeal  with  confi- 
dence to  the  records  of  this  and  of  tbe  other  House;  as 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  tbe  assertion.  He  had  sustain- 
ed, here  and  elsewhere,  every  measare^bich  was  cal- 
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culkird  to  aclvnnce  their  interests,  unless  it  conid  be 
inrerred  thit  he  had  given  evidence  or  his  hoitilily  by 
oppnung  k  general  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  public 
lunilat  wheresoever  they  may  be  looited-  Thia  be  bad 
done.  He  could  not  beliete  that  aucb  »  course  waa  ne- 
cesaary  to  the  intereati  or  the  StArea  northwest  of  the 
Ohio.  Certainly  stjch  a  cnurae  could  not  be  just  to  the 
intereats  of  the  old  States.  He  would  not  be  found  in 
opposition  even  to  the  application  of  the  graduation  prin- 
ciple, whenever  be  wa*  satisfieil  that  any  portion  of  the 

Siublie  domain  wu  oyer-nlued  at  $1  35  per  acrei  but, 
or  one,  he  entertained  no  doubt  (hat  a  rery  large  pur* 
tion  of  Uie  public  lands  liable  to  private  entry  waa  not  only 
worth  the  minimum  price,  but  would  command  it  at  any 
time  in  market.  In  making  the  motion  which  he  de- 
signed to  m>ke,  he  would  assure  liia  friends  from  the 
new  Stales  that  he  waa  actuated  by  no  unkind  feeling  tn 
them,  but  from  a  sense  of  public  duty.  The  course  of 
the  remarks  of  ihe  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would 
lead  any  one  to  suppose  that  he  had  brought  thia  iubjeel 
furward  out  of  pure  regard  (o  the  inieresla  of  the  new 
States;  that  he  considered  there  was  existing  a  great  ine- 
quality in  privilege  between  the  new  and  the  old  States, 
in  this  and  in  the  other  House  of  Congress)  that  there 
was  a  degree  of  subserviency  on  the  part  of  the  new 
States — a  want  of  independence;  and  that  this  bill,  if  it 
should  become  a  law,  would  give  to  the  new  States 
equal  rights — would  free  ibem  from  the  thraldom  now 
impoaed  upon  them,  arwl  place  them  on  a  fooling  equally 
independent  with  their  sitter  States.  Can  this  be  so? 
Where  is  the  evidence  of  this  inequality — of  this  em< 
barrassment  on.  the  part  of  the  new  States?  Where  is 
the  evidence  of  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  old 
States  to  hold  the  new  States  in  checks  It  is  not  (o  be 
fuund-  The  history  of  the  legislation  of  Congress,  from 
the  foundation  of  the  Governnient,  cannot  ffiU  to  furnihh 
evidence  of  an  unceasing  and  unfailing  devotedness 
among  the  representatives  of  the  old  Statea,  in  the  Sen- 
ate and  in  the  House  of  Itepresentatires,  to  the  best  in* 
terests  of  the  new  States.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
MissisMppi  farthest  from  me,  [Mr.  Buck,]  and  the  hon- 
ortibie  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Liitir,]  have,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  admitted  that  the  reprtsenta- 
tivea  from  the  old  had  not  only  been  just,  but  generous 
to  the  new  Slates.  The  fact  is  sot  and  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  is  mistaken,  if  he  supposes  that  the 
iotereataof  the  new  Statea  have  been  embarrassed  in 
the  slightest  degree  by  the  action  of  Congreu  hereto, 
fore.  The  reverse  is  the  fact.  Their  tntereals  have 
been  invariably  promoted,  even  at  the  aacrifice  of  the 
rights,  in  some  measure,  of  tbe  old  States  themselves. 

The  Senator  expresses  his  surprise  that  this  bill 
should  be  opposed  at  thiestsgei  that  it  should  be  refused 

■  second  readingi  that  the  Senate  should  object  even  to 
its  printing.  He  waa  not  aware  that  the  question  of 
printing  had  been  made.  He  certainly  had  no  objection 
to  have  the  bill  printedi  but  he  was  npp<»cd  to  its 

'  second  readingt  because,  if  read  a  second  time,  it  would 
have  to  be  referred  to  a  committee^  and  would  be  open 
to  a  full  discussion. 

He  could  not  but  regret  that  the  Senator  had  intro- 
duced this  bill}  and  might  he  not  now  ask,  as  he  had  on 

■  former  day,  why  baa  he  done  this  at  this  late  period 
of  the  session,  when  only  seventeen  working  days  could 
come  before  this  Congress  must  terminate  its  laburs? 
Why  has  Ihe  Senator  seen  fit,  at  this  time,  to  introduce 
this  subject  before  the  Senate  and  the  nation' — certainly 
a  subject  of  higher  importance  than  any  other — a  subject 
more  immediately  affecting  the  interests  of  the  whole 
people  than  any  other.  The  Senator  himself  says  that 
he  does  not  expect  that  the  bill  will  receive  any  definite 
kgislatiofl  during  the  present  session,  but  he  wishes  the 
bill  referred,  ana  a  report  made.  He  viiihei  Ihe  subject 


debated.  He  considers  it  so  important  a  subject  tliat  it 
should  be  debated  at  large,  and  for  day%  before  any  re. 
port  for  or  against  the  project  sliould  be  sent  forth  to 
the  people.  He  waa  entirely  opposed  to  any  such  pro* 
ceedingt  and  if  there  waa  a  public,  a  pressing  necestil^ 
for  the  measure,  if  it  was  founded  In  general  policy,  it 
is  somewhat  remarkable  that  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  did  not  at  the  commencement  of  the  session 
bring  thit  bill  forward,  when  there  would  have  been 
time  not  only  for  deliberation  but  for  action.  He  must 
object,  therefore,  most  strenuously,  to  any  further  pro< 
ceeding  at  thia  time  upon  this  subjeett  and  he  could  not 
but  feel  some  surprise  that  Ihe  Senators  from  the  new 
States  are  among  those  who  are  uncing  action  upon  Ibis 
measure.  As  a  friend  of  the  new  States — as  a  friend  of 
the  bill  which  has  so  recently  passed  the  Senate,  and 
been  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  would 
say  that  no  further  action  ought  to  take  place  upon  the 
measure  now  before  the  Senate.'  It  occurred  to  him, 
and  must  occur  to  every  Senator,  that  the  pendency  of 
1hi4  bill  here  would  greatly  embarrass,  if  not  entirely 
defeat,  the  final  passage  of  Ihe  bill  to  which  be  had  Just 
referred.  There  certainly  could  be  no  occasion  for 
pssaing  that  bill,  if  there  is  to  be  a  favorable  action  upon 
this. 

The  bill  presented  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina  proposes  to  cede  to  the  new  States,  on  certain 
terms,  all  the  unsold  lands  within  their  respective 
limits.  Should  this  become  a  taw,  there  would  be  much 
propriety  in  permitting  the  new  Stales,  respectively,  to 
make  their  own  pre-emption  regulations,  for  the  benefit 
of  their  own  citizens.  There  cannot  be,  in  his  judg* 
ment,  a  single  good  reason  assigned  for  the  passage  of 
the  bill  before  the  House  of  Representatives,  if  this  bill  is 
to  be  passed.  He  would  therefore  most  sincerely  advise 
Ihe  Senators  from  the  new  States,  friendly  to  that  bill, 
not  to  urge  action  at  this  time  upon  this  bill)  such  a 
course  must  be  known  to  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  muat  prevent  setton  upon  Ihe 
bill  now  before  that  body.  Tfe  was  aware  that  aome  of 
the  Senators  from  the  new  Slates  were  not  very  strongly 
in  fuvor  of  that  bllt)  but  it  was,  nevertheless,  regarded 
as  a  measure  for  the  benefit,  and,  in  his  judgment,  for 
the  exclusive  benefit,  of  the  new  Slates.  His  worthy 
friend,  Ihe  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Hr.  Lm,]  had 
frankly  admitted,  what  be  believed  to  be  truth,  that  the 
bill  which  had  been  so  recently  passed  by  the  Senate 
was  a  most  advantageous  measure  to  the  new  Slatesf 
that  they  had  no  reason  to  ask  for  or  to  expect  a  better 
bill)  and  whoever  will  carefully  examine  all  its  pro* 
visions  must  concur  in  opinion,  most  fully,  with  the 
Senator  from  Missouri.  And  yet  Senators  from  the  new 
State%  before  that  bill  could  have  left  this  hall,  are 
found  advocating,  and  with  all  their  power  and  influ* 
ence  supponing,  the  bill  offered  by  (he  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  He  mu&t  be  permitted  to  say  that  such 
a  course  is  full  of  danger  to  the  bill  now  before  the 
House.  He  had  not  a  single  doubt  that,  unless  Ihe  bill 
now  before  the  Senate  is  put  to  rest,  there  will  be  no 
further  action  upon  the  bill  now  before  the  House  of 
Representatives.  He  wai,  therefore,  as  the  friend  of 
that  bill,  which  had  been  so  fully  considered  by  the 
Senate,  and  which  had  ao  long  engaged  the  attention 
and  the  time  of  the  Senators,  and  which  had  so  recently 
passed  thia  body,  unwilling  to  take  a  siep  which  would 
embarrass  its  further  progress.  He  should  vote,  for  this 
reason,  to  lay  the  bill  offered  by  tlie  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  on  the  table,  as  he  considers  such  a  course 
would  be  more  respectful  than  to  deny  it  a  second 
reading. 

He  waa  opposed  to  any  further  proceeding  upon  tbia 
bill,  because,  as  he  had  before  stated,  the  public  and 
privite  buaineis  now  on  tbc  calendar  imperiously  de* 
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iiMnd^  lit  the  consideration  tnd  all  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
iile.  There  is  no  time  Tor  an  extended  diccuuion  upon 
thU  measure.  Such  a  course  would  be  most  unjust  to 
the  pubtie,  and  would  be  most  ruinous  to  indiridusi,  to 
private  interests.  There  are  hardly  days  enough  re- 
maining; of  this  Congress  to  give  to  the  public  buiiness 
now  on  the  docket  the  attention  and  consideration 
which  that  public  business  demands.  But,  in  addition 
to  this,  there  are  also  individual  claims  which  have  long 
been  before  the  Senate,  and  which  are  of  the  Rrcateat 
importance  to  the  persons  concerned,  and  which  it  would 
be  moat  oppressive  and  unjust  to  postpone  for  the  sake 
of  a  mere  debate  upon  this  measure.  He  was  therefore 
opposed  to  further  proceeding  on  this  ground.  But 
even  if  there  was  time,  he  would  object,  and  strenuously 
object,  to  any  interference  with  the  public  domain  in 
the  way  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 
His  own  Stale  had  a  deep  interest  in  this  property;  it 
belonged  to  the  people  of  New  Hampshire,  in  common 
with  the  people  of  (he  other  Slatea  and  Territories.  And 
who  has  asked  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  move 
in  this  afTnir.'  He  would  not  agree  that  the  properly  of 
his  people  bhoutd  be  ceded  away  without  their  consent. 
He  would  not  himself  take  such  a  step,  unasked  and  un- 
solicited, and  he  should  protest  sgiinst  any  other  per- 
son taking  such  a  course.  The  history  of  the  Revolution 
will  show  full  well  what  had  been  done  by  his  native 
Slate  in  the  acquisition  of  the  public  domain;  and  he 
never  could  or  would  lend  his  aid  in  the  disposal  of  the 
public  lunds  without  the  approval  and  without  direction 
ur  his  people.  There  are  no  memorials  before  the  Sen- 
atr,  even  from  the  new  States,  for  this  cession.  Those 
wliieh  had  been  referred  to  would  be  found  to  ask  only 
for  particular  cesaions,  and  for  special  purposes.  He 
would  not,  then,  move  further.  Enough  hu  already 
been  done.  The  Senator  bas  introduced  hia  bill)  it  has 
been  discussed.  The  bill  and  the  arguments  in  lis  favor 
will  be  printed;  they  uill  go  forlh,  and  will  have  the 
effect  of  calling  the  public  mind  to  the  consideration  of 
the  subject;  and  there  he  would  leave  it,  and  wait  for 
the  expression  of  the  will  of  the  American  people  in  re* 
lation  10  thifl  absorbing  subject. 

I'he  Senator  from  Hississtppi  says  that  the  subject 
ought  to  be  debated,that  the  bill  ouf^it  to  be  committed, 
and  that  reports  containing  arguments  for  and  against 
the  measure  ought  to  he  tent  forth  to  the  people;  snd 
he  could  not  but  consider  it  disrespectful  lo  the  feelings 
of  the  new  Slates  to  deny  this  favor.  He  certainly, 
for  one,  meant  no  disrespect  to  the  feelings  of  the  new 
Slates,  and  yet  he  could  not  yield  his  assent  to  the  prop- 
osition,  fur  the  reason  which  he  iiad  assigned.  He 
was  utterly  opposed  to  a  report  going  forth  to  ihe  peo- 
ple, under  tlie  uulAoritT  of  the  Senate,  in  favor  of  the 
meawre.  Such  would  be  inevitably  the  case  if  the  Sen* 
ate  proceeded  further.  If  it  was  committed,  a  msjority 
of  the  cummiltee  would  be  the  friends  of  the  measure; 
the  report  would  be  the  report  of  that  majority;  it  would 
go  forth  (o  the  American  people  aa  the  act  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 'i'he  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  any  such  pro- 
ceeding would  be  or  ought  lobe  justified.  The  que»- 
tion  involved  is  one  affecting  the  interests  of  the  whole 
people;  and  nothing  would  do  more  lo  prejudice  the 
very  meaatire  in  contemplation  than  to  send  forth,  at  a 
time  like  the  present,  a  report,  as  the  act  of  the  Senate, 
Caleuliited  to  forestall  public  opinion. 

He  must,  therefore,  oppose  any  further  proceeding  of 
the  Senate  upon  this  measure.  He  viewed  it  as  calcula- 
ted to  embarrass  the  bill  for  which  be  had  voted,  and 
which  had  been  so  recently  sent  to  the  other  House. 
He  considered  this  measure  uncalled  fur;  aa  calculated  to  , 
agitate  the  public  mind  in  a  way  and  manner  prejudicial 
to  the  eventual  hicgcbs  of  any  such  roeauire;  as  standing  . 
in  the  «-aj  of  all  the  public  tnd  prinite  business  now  on 


the  calendar;  and  as  proposing  to  cede  the  jiroperty  of 
the  whole  people,  and  that  without  their  consent  ar 
knowledge,  to  particular  States;  and,  in  truth,  fromererjr 
view  which  he  had  taken  of  this  subject,  his  mind  had 
been  brought  to  the  conclusion  that  this  movement  was 
premature,  replete  with  evil  rather  than  gvod  to  the 
new  States,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  at  this  time  fur- 
ther discussed.  He  would,  therefore,  move  to  lay  tbe 
bill  on  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Hr.  H.  afterwards  witltdrew  his  motion,  it  the  request 
of  Hr.  Bbstor  and  Mr.  Tirrov. 

Hr.  NORVELL  hoped  that  this  bill  would  be  per- 
mitted lotake  the  usual  course.  It  appeared  lo  him 
that  a  measure  involving  so  many  important  con^era- 
lions  was  at  least  entitled  to  a  reference  and  considera- 
tion by  one  of  the  standing  committees. 

Mr.  WERSTER  rose  and  said,  that  in  what  he  had  to 
say  on  this  subject  he  should  be  very  brief,  as  it  was  (o 
be  disposed  of  that  day.  He  liad  gone  along  with  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  in  opposition  to  the  bill 
which  had  just  passed  the  Senate,  (the  land  bill,)  and 
which  he  had  hoped  would  not  receive  Ihe  sanction  of 
this  body.  In  this,  however,  he  had  been  disappointed; 
for  sn  fur  as  the  sense  of  the  Senate  wss  concerned,  the 
bill  would  become  a  law. 

Dut  the  leading  motive,  it  would  appear,  which  had 
induced  the  honorable  Senator  lo  present  his  bill  at  Ibis 
lime,  was  that  the  land  bill  had  paned,  however  ob- 
jectionable might  be  its  provisions.  With  the  general 
features  of  that  bill,  he  (Hr.  W.)  had  very  great  fault 
to  find.  The  principal  feature  of  the  hill  was  nothing 
less  than  a  clear,  plain,  palpable  monopoly.  It  wss  a 
bill  to  confer  a  benefit  upon  the  few  at  ihe  expense  of 
the  many.  The  bill  had  nnt,  as  yet,  become  a  law. 
Considering  tbe  amill  majority  by  which  it  pasted,  eon- 
siderinK  the  reluctance  with  which  many  gentlemen 
voted  for  it,  and  considering  that  Ihe  feeling  by  which 
they  were  actuated  would  have  more  weight  elsewhere, 
it  wasprobitble  that  the  bill  would  not  become  a  law. 
And  if  it  should,  it  was  to  be  in  operation  for  a  limited 
time  only;  ami,  if  found  not  to  meet  the  public  judgment. 
Congress  would  be  called  upon  to  do  somelhing  which 
would  be  better  calculated  logive  general  satisfaction. 

With  regard  to  the  present  pmpoaition,  be  would  say 
there  were  only  one  or  two  lights  in  which  it  could  be 
viewed.  The  object  was  to  cede  the  lands  upon  certain 
terms,  and  to  divest  the  Government  of  all  control  over 
them.  Now,  he  would  ask,  where  was  the  power  to 
make  this  grant'  If  we  looked  upon  it  as  a  cesuon  for 
the  benefit  of  the  States  in  which  the  lands  lie,  ifit  was 
a  gratuitous  grant  in  any  degree,  where  was  the  power 
obtained  to  authonie  Congress  to  give  away  the  public 
domain?  Well,  the  answer  to  this  question  might  be* 
that  the  proposition  was  not  to  mske  a  gift  of  il,  as  cer- 
tain returns  were  to  be  made  to  Congress  by  the  new 
Slates-  Now,  by  the  constitution  of  the  country,  the 
trust,  the  management,  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands, 
was  conferred  on  Congress;  and  he  would  ask,  was  it 
possible  that  any  man  could  maintain  the  proposition 
ihat,  as  they  were  placed  in  their  hands,  at  belonging  to 
the  whole  people  of  the  United  States,  they  could  traoa* 
fer  the  general  disposition  of  (hem? 

It  appeared  to  him  that  they  might  Just  as  well  enter- 
lain  this  proposition  as  one  to  farm  out  the  custom-bouae 
in  New  York  on  certain  terms.  Nor  did  he  know  that 
Congress  had  any  more  authority  to  give  away  these 
lands  than  the  proceeds  of  a  custom-house  on  particular 
stipulations;  nor  could  they  surrender  the  coainri  of  it 
any  more  than  they  could  assign  to  others  the  power  of 
collecting  Ihe  revenue  of  the  custom-bouse  in  Boston,  or 
elsewhere.  He  saw,  therefore,  objections  iosarmount- 
ablr,  whether  they  assumed  tbe  shape  of  a  gratuitous 
cession  or  a  traM.  In  either  case,  jMranMcodad  the 
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power  of  GongreM.  WhatwuthemldutyofCrtngreur 
It  VM  to  nuke  the  public  lamb  r  common  fund  for  the 
bentfit  or  the  whole  people  of  the  Union.  Tbe  great  ob- 
ject wu  to  Bell  it  gndually.  And  while  it  was  in  a  state 
of  ownership,  be  had  always  held  that  Cnngress  might 
make  it  more  valuable  by  the  creation  of  roads,  canali, 
and  other  improvements  of  that  sort  He  had  felt  no 
difficulty,  therefore,  in  supporting  grants  to  accomplish 
these  objects,  because  it  was  a  very  efficient  mode  of  in- 
creuing  tbe  value  of  tbe  public  domaiB. 

Tbe  duty  of  tbe  Goveramen^  as  he  bad  just  remarked, 
via  to  dispose  oritj  but  that  must  be  done  in  tbe  simplert 
«nd  rooit  unembarrasaed  form.  And  whatsoever  em^ 
barrasaed  the  title,  whatsoever  embarrassed  the  con- 
dition^ and  whataoever  had  a  tendency  to  create  dia- 
senaion*  in  regard  to  Ibe  purchase  of  lands  lying  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  new  States,  should  be  nutioualy 
avoided.  Now,  the  Senate  had  heard  much  relative  to 
the  thraldom  under  which  (he  new  States  werei  Oi  their 
being  subjected  to  another  legisUtioni  ol  the  condition 
ofindividuals  who  could  not  get  a  little  act  passed  without 
coming  to  Congress.  He  wished  to  say  that,  so  far  as 
respects  the  equality  of  footing  upon  which  tbe  new 
Stales  stood  to  the  old,  he  saw  no  reason  to  impute  in- 
TericHity.  He  maintained  tlut  nothing  had 'been  done 
by  Congress  which  CDeroachcd  on  the  aovcre'^n  power 
of  the  new  Slates.  The  General  Government  exercised 
no  legislation  over  the  land  lying  in  a  State,  except  so 
Ux  as  that  State  bad  agreed  to  it.  No  power  was  now 
exercised  by  the  Government  over  the  new  Slates  which 
bad  not  been  exercised  over  tbe  old. 

And  as  lo  the  proposition  under  consideration,  suppo- 
aing  that  Congress  sold  tbe  public  lands  upon  a  long  list 
of  conditions^  a  long  list  of  terms,  bow  long  would  it  be 
before  ib«  new  States  wonU  come  here,  and  aak  for  a 
modification  of  those  terms?  Did  tbe  gentleman  ex- 
pect, by  any  system  of  this  kind,  to  accompli^  perfect 
unanimity  of  feeling  and  harmony  between  the  new  and 
old  Stales?  He  (Mr.  W.)  saw  no  difTerence  of  feel' 
log  on  the  subject  existing  between  themt  and  if  there 
was  any  difference,  why,  he  thought  it  would  show  it- 
self. Arguing  against  the  practicability  of  ceding  the 
lands,  he  observed  that  he  did  not  mean  to  lay  (bat  the 
time  would  not  cone  when  Congress  should  sell  some  of 
the  residuary  lands  (o  a  State]  and  when  (bat  (ime  came,  it 
must  be  a  direct  sale,  in  his  opinion,  and  not  a  convey- 
ance in  trust.  And  be  did  verily  believe  that  it  would 
by  no  means  promote  the  interests  of  the  new  States 
themselves  to  enter  upon  the  career  proposedt  and  he 
spoke  it  with  great  deference  to  honorable  Senators  who 
might  be  supposed  to  understand  their  own  interests 
better  Ifasn  he  oould  possibly  do.  He  contended  that  it 
was  the  most  exciting,  embarrassing,  and  irritating  thing 
that  could  be  conceived  for  a  new  State — a  small  State, 
for  instance,  like  Michigan — to  be  troubled  with  tbe 
management  of  a  vut  quantity  of  land. 

He  objected  to  (he  bill,  not  only  on  constitutional 
grounds,  but  those  of  expediency  also.  He  entertained 
the  opinion  that  any  system  of  selling  laodi^  and  confining 
the  sales  to  actual  settlers,  brought  on  mischief,  an  inter- 
ference between  the  legWation  of  Congress  and  tbe  States. 

With  respect  to  lands  in  tbe  bands  of  the  Government, 
there  was  no  objecliun  to  a  slow  and  reasonable  gradua- 
tion. He  did  not  mean  lo  B:>y  that  all  land  must  be  of 
the  same  value.  The  lapse  of  time  would  raise  its  value. 
The  principle  of  graduation  he  believed  of  no  impor- 
tance at  all  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  country — for 
it  mirtt  be  said  there  was  no  land  which  could  not 
sliorily  realise  the  value  fixed  by  Congress. 

As  to  the  taxing  power,  he  confessed  thnt  be  hsd  no 
objection  that  lands,  the  moment  they  should  pass  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Governmepi,  should  be  subject  to  taxa- 
tion by  the  respective  States  in  which  they  may  lie. 
Vi>i.  XIK.^O  > 


Adverting  to  the  land  bill  just  pasted,  be  remarked 
that  nothing  but  tbe  pre-emption  clause  saved  iti  and 
that  the  system  of  preemption,  to  aceftain  extent,  bad  • 
tendency  to  demoralize  a  State.  Por  his  own^rt,  he 
would  rather,  at  once,  than  grant  a  prospective  pre* 
emption,  see  a  provision  inserted  in  (he  bill,  that  whoso- 
ever shall  take  the  character  of  a  settler  of  any  surveyed 
landa  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  dona- 
tion of  eighty  acres  of  land.  Congress  had  tbe  power  of 
making  donations,  and  he  would  prefer  seeing  all  the 
pre-emption  rights  turned  into  tbem;  for  making  dona- 
tions was  far  more  reasonable,  and  had  a  greater  ten- 
dency to  produce  moral  habits  and  good  order  among  so- 
ciety, than  any  pre-emption  system  tbst  could  be  adopted. 

The  whole  foundation  of  the  present  proposition 
was,  that  there  was  not  sufficient  impartiality  and  care 
exercised,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  in  carry- 
ing on  the  land  system.  He,  however,  was  not  pre- 
pared to  surrender  it,  under  any  idea  that  it  could  not  be 
administered  as  it  had  been  hitherto.  He  concluded 
by  remarking  that  Congress  had  no  more' power  to  trans- 
fer a  trust  than  to  cede  the  public  lands.  He  hoped 
that  no  further  agitation  would  lake  place  on  the  subject, 
the  country  being  unprepared  for  it.  Indeed,  he  knew 
the  propoaitfon  would  strike  the  people  generally,  as  it 
did  him,  as  sudden,  unnecessary,  and  leading  to  a  policy 
which  neither  Congress  nor  the  constitution  woukl  au- 
Iborize  to  be  adopted. 

Hr.  SEVIBB,  in  rising,  had  no  idea  of  tayir^  any 
thing  in  regardto  tbe  merits  of  the  bill  before  them.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  discuss  Ibis  important  subject  (ben 
sa  it  ought  to  be,  and  therefore  should  not  attempt  it;  but 
he  could  not  forbear  expressing  bis  astonishment  that 
a  proposition  of  this  description,  and  one  too  in  which 
nine  of  tbe  svrereign  States  of  this  Union  had  so  deep 
an  interest,  should  not  be  deemed  worthy  of  tbe  ordinary 
reference  to  a  committee.  That  propoaition,  said  Mr.  8.* 
in  which  you,  [referring  to  Mr.  Kiae,  of  Alabams,  Presi- 
dent pro  tem.  \  and  I,  sir,  and  every  Western  man,  well 
know  is  so  interesting  lo  the  section  of  country  we  rep- 
resent, is  lo  be  summarily  and  unceremoniously  dis- 
powd  of,  without  a  hearing!  and  his  aatonishment  at  this 
want  of  courtesy  was  somewhat  bwgbtened  when  be  re- 
flected that  they  had  refused  even  to  print  the  bill. 
What  was  in  this  bill.'  Hr.  S.  asked.  Wasthere  treason 
in  it?  irso,  publish  it  and  let  us  sec  it.  Can  you  not 
give  this  bill  to  ibe  public,  to  let  them  look  si  it,  exam- 
ine it  for  themselves,  and  judge  of  its  contents.  The 
people,  said  Mr.  S.,  do  not  know  what  is  in  it,  what  we 
are  driving  at,  nor  what  the  measure  is  to  lead  lo.  Pub- 
lish it,  theni  and  if  we  are  wrong,  if  our  propositions  are 
uneonstitutional,  or  unjust,  or  inexpedient,  let  tbe  peo- 
ple see  tbe  bill  and  find  it  out.  We  are  a  rational  peo- 
ple, said  Hr.  8.,  and  eaqr  to  be  eouTtnecd  by  presenting 
the  truth  lo  us. 

He  knew  how  totally  incompetent  he  was  to  combat 
with  the  Senator  fnMn  Hassacbusetts  on  conriitutiooal 
points,  and  therefore  he  should  not  attempt  it|  but  as 
tbe  gentleman  had  contended  that  Congress  could  not 
conslilulionally  pass  this  bill,  be  would  read  a  clause  of 
the  consUtution,  to  show  that  if  Congress  possessed  any 
power  at  all,  it  was  over  the  public  lands.  Mr.  S.  then 
read  the  following: 

"Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  territory 
or  other  property  belonging  to  tbe  United  States.*' 

Could  any  thing  be  more  pfaun  than  tbia  clause?  Re 
knew  that  the  Senator  fhim  Hassacbusetts  construed 
the  constitution  very  liberally,  and  therefore  it  was  im- 
posnble  fur  him  to  imagine  bow  the  gentleman  could  see 
any  constitutional  objections  to  this  measure.  Tbe  bill 
provided  that  tbe  Sutes  should  survey  and  sell  these 
lands  precisely  as  the  United  Stales  now  docs.  There 
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wu  (o  be  no  chin^e,  either  in  the  mode  of  lurvtjinf^ 
or  selling  the  lindii  but  ConcreM  would  cetse  to  be  the 
local  Leffiiraturc  of  the  new  Stfttea,  and  ihua  save  a  ^rc»l 
deal  of  trouble,  both  to  itielf  aruj  llitm.  The  Statri 
would  liave  too  great  an  iRtcrett  in  the  proper-y  ceded 
bilhenii  not  to  manage  it  with  care  and  prudence.  They 
would  graduate  the  price  uf  the  landa  only  when  it 
ought  to  he  done,  and  kH  only  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
maiida  of  inereating  wealth  and  population.  Both  these 
inalterfl  wouki  be  rrgulated  by  the  public  intereat.^  He 
was  glad  to  hear  the  Senator  from  Mataachuaetts  repeat 
the  doelrinet  advanced  by  bim  aome  yean  agOi  on  the 
aubjects  of  graduation  tnd  encouragement  to  actual  Kt- 
tlersi  and  be  waa  to  well  pleated  with  the  gentlemin*i 
remarki  on  thoae  points,  that  he,  for  one,  would  \  ote  to 

Kluce  him  on  the  leltct  coir.mittee,  if  tuch  a  one,  as  he 
oped  it  would  be,  atioiild  be  Rppuinled  tu  euneider  this 
bill,  in  Older  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  cairy' 
ing  out  his  ductrinea.  The  genllcman  aaid  that  he  t^id 
not  entertain  any  objections  to  the  making  of  donations 
of  lands  for  school  purposes,  or  to  a  road  or  canal  com> 
pany.  Now>  where  wastbe  difleretice  between  making 
■  domlion  to  a  canal  company  and  making  it  to  a  State? 
In  boih  cases  it  was  a  donation,  and  Cnngresa possessed 
as  much  the  right  to  make  it  in  the  one  aa  the  other.  But 
be  did  not  (Mr.  8.  said)  intend  to  discuss  this  Bub}ect 
now;  he  only  rose  to  express  the  hope  tlist  this  bill  might 
be  rererred  to  a  committee,  and  reported  on.  When  it 
came  up,  on  its  merits,  he  should  be  prepared  to  diseuai 
ft)  at  present,  all  be  wanted  was  the  reference  and  print' 
ing  or  the  bill. 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked,  that  while  the  Senator  frcm 
Massachusetts  was  found  on  a  former  occasion  advocating 
the  right  to  present  abolition  petitiona,  and  desirous  of 
having  an  elaborate  report  in  relation  to  them,  he  was 
found  on  this  throwing  every  embarrassment  in  the  way, 
(o  defeat  the  important  interests,  not  only  of  eight  or 
nine  Stales,  but  of  the  whole  eonfideracy.  He  [Hr. 
WiatTBB]  aaked  Senaton  to  pursue  a  coiirar,  in  the  pres- 
ent instance,  more  diaresprcful  than  the  one  suggested 
in  regard  to  the  abolition  petitiona.  He  hsd  aaid  that  if 
the  public  mind  could  be  put  right  at  all,  it  would  be  by 
the  reports  of  committees.  Now,  he  wished  to  see  wheth- 
er a  majority  of  the  Senate  would  concur  in  the  opinion 
which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetta  had 
expressed.  He  wished  to  see  whether  tliry  were  pre- 
pared by  their  voles  lo  lay  that  Senators  fuvorable  to  the 
proposition  should  not  have  the  poor  privilege  of  a  refer- 
ence to  a  committer,  in  order  that  they  might  have  a  re- 
port thereon. 

Why  should  this  proposition  be  treated  in  a  different 
manner  from  any  other?  He  had  heard  no  reason  for 
the  adoption  of  such  a  course,  and  he  thought  that  none 
cnuld  be  given.  The  present  Chief  Magistrate  himself, 
in  1833,  Iwd  recommended  a  ceasion  of  the  public  landa 
to  the  new  States.  Were  the  people  alarmed^  Not  at 
all.  One  of  the  ablest  speeches  ever  delivered  by  the 
Preaident  elect  waa  on  this  very  subject,  and  he  waa  fa- 
vorable to  a  cesiion.  And  If  we  looked  back  to  the  de> 
bates  of  1838,  then  some  of  the  most  ditiinguiahed  aona 
of  the  South  had  warmly  and  ardently,  although  reapect- 
fully,  advocated  a  cession  of  Ibe  landa.  He  could  not 
think  that  the  public  mind  would  be  alarmed  at  Ibe 
measure.  What  was  proposed  in  this  billF  A  sale,  upon 
terms,  of  the  lands  within  the  States  in  which  ihcyareut- 
uate.  It  did  not  create  a  trusteei  it  waian  abaulute sale— 
a  sale  for  a  consideration. 

The  title  must  remain,  aRer  this  bill  passed,  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  But  the  bill  contain- 
ed a  propoaition  making  the  cession  upon  paymenlt  and 
he  could  not  refnin  from  exprening  his  surprise  and  as- 
tonishment that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Waamiif }  disiingulBbcd  for  fait  liberal  and  latitudiflarian 


construction  of  the  constitution,  should  make  objectiont 
in  reference  to  the  terms  of  the  bill.  The  Senator  ad- 
mitted that  land  might  be  sold  lo  an  individual  on  thece 
terms;  then,  why  not  sell  to  a  StsleF  He  admitted,  too, 
that  Congrt-aa  could  make  a  donation  of  eighty  acres  to 
a  few  individuaJt*  On  the  aame  principle,  they  eould 
make  a  donation  of  a  million  of  acres  to  one  or  more  per- 
sons. And  yet,  aaid  the  Senator,  "you  cannot  sell  the 
lands  lying  within  iheir  llmita  to  the  new  Statea."  He 
(Mr.  W,}  believed  that  tliat  argument  would  be  found 
to  be  untenablet  and  if  there  was  a  constitutional  objec- 
tion in  the  way,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetta 
bimaelf  wai  the  author  of  it.  But  the  Senate  had  been 
told  that  alarming  evilt  were  to  follow  this  measurrt 
that  Congress  could  dispose  of  the  public  lands  in  a 
much  better  manner. 

Could  the  constituenis  of  the  Senator  from  Matcachu* 
■etta,  or  Ihose  of  any  other  Senator  living  aa  distant  as 
he,  al  a  distance  of  3,000  miles  from  the  new  States,  be 
apprixed  of  what  wjia  best  fur  the  people  of  the  Westf 
They  couid  not.  Mr.  W.  argued  lhat  the  new  Statea 
ought  to  be  nut  on  the  ttme  footing  aa  the  (dd|  and  be 
contended,  therefore,  lhat  the  landi  ought  to  be  ceded 
to  them.  Was  there  any  reason  why,  if  it  could  be 
done,  the  new  Slates  should  not  have  the  power  of  le- 
gia'ating  In  rrgard  to,  and  of  purchasing,  the  public 
lands,  as  the  old  Stales  have^   He  eould  see  none. 

With  respect  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  the  Senator 
from  Hatsachutetta  had  tald  that  difficulties  would  arite 
between  the  new  Statet  and  Congress,  in  respect  to 
them;  that  the  new  Statea  would  prove  faitlileu,  and 
would  violate  the  condiiioni.  Mr.  W.  felt  certain  that 
they  would  do  no  such  thingi  for  there  was  a  clause  in 
the  bill  revoking  the  grant,  if  any  of  the  acts  of  cession 
should  be  violated.  And  not  only  were  they  revoked, 
but  the  title  was  rendered  utterly  noli  and  void. 

He  next  adverted  to  some  of  the  eonsequeneea  that 
would  result,  if  the  cession  should  take  place.  The 
time  now  spent  by  Congress  in  granting  rights  of  pre* 
emption  to  individuals  would  be  saved.  That  reason 
alone  was  a  powerful  one  to  induce  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  without  taking  into  conaideration  the  enormous  aa* 
ving  that  would  accrue  to  the  Government  by  aboliahing 
a  great  number  of  offices,  which,  under  the  new  state 
of  things,  would  be  unnecea^ary. 

If  the  cession  could  be  be  made,  (and  he  would  not, 
so  help  him  Heaven,  vole  for  it  unless  it  was  just,)  the 
most  happy  conn  quencet  would  follow  from  it.  The 
people  of  the  new  Stales  were  plsced,  from  year  tu  year, 
in  the  condition  of  mrdicants;  their  Senators  here  were 
exiling  upon  Congress  to  do  justice  to  their  constituents. 
Titles,  instead  of  emsnsiing  from  ihe  Ircal  authorities^ 
were  obtained  some  thousands  of  miles  off*.  Individuals 
had  to  come  all  the  way  to  Washington,  and  remain 
here  some  time,  and  were  put  to  a  very  heavy  expenae 
in  BO  doing,  in  order  merely  to  gel  their  titles  amended. 
As  the  sales  of  the  lands  increased,  so  would  the  difficul- 
ties also.  II  was,  under  every  aspect  in  u  hich  the  mat- 
ter could  be  viewed,  very  natural  that  the  people  of  the 
new  Statea  should  wish  to  be  put  on  the  same  tooting  aa 
the  old. 

Hr.  NILES,  after  a  few  rentarks,  observed  that  a 
propoaition  was  made  by  Ihe  Senator  from  Misaissippi. 
on  Ihe  passage  of  the  land  bill,  to  change  its  title,  and 
call  it  a  bill  to  arrest  the  monopolies  of  the  public  landa. 
Now,  he  thought  that  with  more  reaaon  this  bill  might  be 
called  B  bill  to  monopolixe  the  lime  uf  the  Senate  for 
the  remainder  of  the  aeaaion.  Now,  do  gentlemen  of  the 
West  (asked  Hr.  N.)  think  it  reasonable  lhat  we  thouM 
spend  the  short  time  of  the  tetsion  yet  reBiaining  (only 
seventeen  .working  days)  on  llie  buainetsof  the  public 
lands,  when  that  tame  aubjeet  hat  already  taken  op  six 
or  seren  weeks,  alowM  lo  \he  esehisipD  of  every  thine 
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elief  Gentlemen  surely  ought  to  tee  how  unrcMontble 
ftus  was  tnd  to  iiifTer  Ihit  subject  to  lie  on  the 
■nd  to  prooeed  to  somethinf^  of  more  importance.  It 
would  seem  fram  the  remarks  of  some  gentlemen  that 
there  was  a  crisis  in  our  affaim,  and  ibit  tliere  was  about 
lo  bes  secession  of  tlie  Western  States,  unless  there  was 
■oBiething  done  with  regard  to  the  public  lands  to  meet 
their  demands.  What,  then,  he  would  aik,  waa  there 
from  that  section  of  the  country,  which  caused  this  mess* 
ure  to  be  n  earnestly  pressed  on  Congress.'  Were 
there  any  petitions  or  memorials,  nr  bad  public  meetings 
been  called  on  the  subjectf  Not  ao.  TWit  meaiure  waa 
the  voluntary  act  of  an  individua]  member  of  the  Senate, 
and  one  too  who  did  not  repreavnt  any  one  of  the  new 
States)  and  (hough  it  was  loudly  hailed  b)'[the  Western 
Diemberi^  nothing  was  presented  from  the  people  ihey 
npretenled  to  lapport  It.  He  did  not  mean  to  call  in 
question  the  motives  of  the  nntleman  who  introduced 
the  bill.  His  object  was  no  doubt  liberal  and  patriotic; 
but  it  appeared  that  he  was  so  entirf  ly  opposed  lo  the  land 
bill  which  had  just  passed,  and  looked  upon  it  as  so  mis- 
chievous in  its  tendency,  ihat  he  brouf^ttt  forward  the 
present  measure,  in  order  to  divest  (he  United  Stales  at 
once  of  an  interest  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  so  lisble 
to  abuse.  The  manner  in  wbi^  this  subject  waa  now 
pressed  had  caused  him  to  look  back  lo  a  period  when 
Congress  was  c^ierated  on  by  an  extraordinary  pressure. 
He  alluded  to  the  time  when  the  act  in  regard  to  the 
funding  ayatem  was  pending,  and  vbea  tite  Eutern 
States  tliKatened  a  seeeulon  unless  it  was  adopted. 
The  Eastern  States  carried  their  point,  and  from  that 
time  to  this  Congreu  had  always  acted  under  an  Irresist- 
ible pressure. 

Mr.  N.  said  that  this  was  not  a  proper  time  to  act  on 
thia  subjectt  it  was  premature,  and  therefore  ineipe- 
dient.  If,  said  he,  public  sentiment  exists  In  the  new 
States,  as  it  is  represented  to  be,  they  will  before  long 
present  the  subject  to  t|te  consideration  of  Congress)  and 
when  they  did  come  forward  and  demand  a  hearing,  far 
be  it  from  bim  to  deny  it  to  (hem.    lie  was  willing  to 

S've  them  a  full  bearing,  when  they  came  forward  of 
emselves)  but  be  eoold  not  agree  that  it  was  proper  In 
CoiwresB  to  create  public  feeling.  This  was  tned  In 
1834^  when  the  panic  season  was  brought  on,  and  they 
had  all  seen  the  result!*.  It  was  time  for  Congress  to 
act,  when  public  sentiment  took  the  lead,  but  it  never 
could  be  right  for  Congress  to  direct  it.  One  great  ob* 
Jection  he  had  to  this  measure  was,  that  the  land  bitl  just 
passed  had  not  yet  been  tried.  It  waa  true  it  was  but 
Ml  experiment,  but,  having  voted  for  one  experiment,  it 
•ecmed  to  him  unreasonable  to  vote  for  another  till  that 
one  it  tried.  He  should  llierefore  vote  not  only  against 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  but  against  its  reference. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  did  not  see  any  direct  connexion  be* 
tween  the  bill  that  had  been  paased  and  the  one  then  be- 
fore tliem.  He  voted  fur  thia  land  bill  with  more  reluc- 
tance thai^  he  ever  voted  fur  any  measure  in  his  life, 
though  it  came  from  hit  friends.  This  bill,  however, 
he  looked  upon  In  entirely  a  different  light.  It  was  not 
■  temporary  measure,  like  the  land  bill,  but  one  in 
which  the  new  States  felt  the  deepest  interest,  and 
which  promised  then  the  most  lasting  benefits.  We 
view  it,  BMd  Hr.  R.,  as  a  struggle  in  which  money  is  the 
object  on  your  part,  and  sorereignty  and  independence 
that  on  ours.  Thus  circumstanced,  what,  said  he,  do 
we  ask?  Only  that  this  subject  may  be  laid  before  the 
people  of  tbe  United  States,  and  not  that  it  maybe  acted 
on  at  this  session,  but  that  it  may  be  maturely  conridered 
and  prepared  for  action  on'  it  at  the  next.  Now,  why 
did  gentlemen  object  tu  these  simple  and  reasonable  prop- 
ositions? Were  they  afraid  of  the  truth?  Let  (he  re- 
port on  this  meuure  go  to  the  people,  and  abide  by 
their  decision;  but  do  not, -said  Mr.  R..  muzzle  us,  and 


prevent  us  from  explaining  what  our  object  is,  and  how 
we  propose  to  accomplish  it.  Wiih.regard  to  this  bill, 
he  was  highly  gratified  that  it  should  come  from  the 
quarter  it  did.  We  of  the  new  States,  ssid  he,  ihight 
propose  such  a  measure,  and  make  speech  upon  speech 
upon  ii,  and  year  aftrr  year,  without  success;  but  coming, 
as  this  bill  did,  from  a  member  from  one  of  the  old  States 
and  therefore  from  a  disinterested  source,  he  indulged 
the  most  flattering  hopes  of  its  ultimate  success.  On 
the  part  of  the  new  Stales,  he  begged  leave  to  expresi 
his  most  beartfelt  thanka  to  the  gentleman  who  had 
brought  forward  this  measure,  promising  them  such  im- 
portant advantages.  It  was  worthy  of  the  occasion,  and 
worthy  of  the  man,  and  he  was  entitled  to  the  lasting 
gralitude  of  the  Wcat. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said  that  if  the  mindi  of  Senators 
were  made  up  on  the  subject,  tliey  were  prepared  to 
vote  now  as  well  as  at  any  future  period.  It  was  not 
a  new  question)  it  had  been  agitated  at  former  times; 
but  it  was  a  new  question,  so  far  as  the  opinions  of  Sena* 
tors  from  the  new  States  were  to  be  regarded.  He  did 
not  wish  that  the  subject  ahuuld  be  agitated  now|  and, 
in  Saying  this,  he  did  not  mean  any  disrespect  to  iho 
Senators  from  the  new  Stales.  The  Senate  had  been 
told  that  the  people  of  the  new  Statca  had  asked  a  hear- 
ing. When  did  they.'  He  was  not  aware  of  the  fact, 
not  having  seen  any  paper  in  which  they  asked  Congress 
to  cede  the  public  lands. 

[Hr.  Walirb.  We  have  several  memorials  before 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Soirrai.R».    It  may  be  soi  I  was  not  aware  of  it, 

Mr.  WiLKBa.  There  are  memorials  from  tbe  Legis- 
latures of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  asking  a  ceiuon  of 
lands  within  their  limits.] 

Hr.  EoDTBABD  said  he  was  under  tbe  impression 
that  the  prayer  of  the  memorials  would  be  found  nut  to 
go  to  the  extent  of  asking  what  the  bill  contemplated, 
but  merely  a  special  cession.  Adrerting  to  tbe  provi- 
sions of  Ihc  bill,  he  contended  that  Congress,  having  once 
ceded  tbe  lands,  would  not  have  the  power  of  compel- 
ling tbe  new  States  to  fulfil  tbe  terms  under  which  they 
received  them.  He  argued  that  Congress  did  not  pos- 
Mss  tbe  power  to  cede  the  land^  that  It  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of^  the  grant  by  which  they  were  bound  to  pre- 
serve the  public  domain  for  the  benefit  of  (be  whole 
Union.  He  concluded  by  saying  that  be  should  vote 
againat  the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  one  of  the  reuonaas- 
signed  against  reading  the  bill  a  second  time  wss,  that  it 
would  prevent  agitation.  The  subject  bad  already  been 
agitatedi  and  he,  for  one,  so  long  as  he  should  have  a 
seat  on  that  floor,  would  continue  to  agitate  it,  until 
public  attention  should  be  thouroughly  aroused.  He 
contended  that  this  attempt  to  prevent  the  bitl  from 
being  again  read  and  referred  would  only  cause  the 
subject  to  be  the  more  deeply  agitated.  The  provisions 
and  principles  of  the  bill  could  not  be  so  well  tested  as  if 
sent  to  a  committee,  where  they  would  be  deliberately 
examined.  They  would  then  make  a  report  on  the  bil^ 
which  would  go  out  to  the  country,  and  the  people 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  deliberate  judg. 
ment  respecting  it,  and  the  efTect  might  be  to  convince 
the  new  Slates  themselves  tliat  the  measure  was  wrongs 
and  if  so,  an  early  termination  would  be  put  to  it.  Then, 
why  should  this  not  be  done?  He  felt  a  profound  re- 
gret that  Senators  did  not  think  fit  to  permit  the  bill  to 
take  the  usual  eoune.  He  had  not  risen  for  tbe  purpose 
of  advancing  a  new  argument,  but  merely  to  reply  to 
the  constitutional  objections  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, ir  it  were  necessary,  be  could  at  least  present 
an  argument  ad  hominem. 

If  Congress  possessed  the  ri|;ht  to  make  donationa  to 
individuals  of  eighty  acres  of  laod«,aB  was  remarked  by 
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the  Smalor  rroR)  Hissisi'ippi,  [Ur.  Wakkki,]  had  tbey 
not  e^uiliy,  on  Uie  time  principle,  the  power  to  make 
dunationa  ot  hundreds,  or  one  hundred  thousand?  IT 
there  were  any  diatindlon,  he  (Ur.  C.)  was  not  able  to 
aee  it.  Congress  had  a  right,  as  was  aaid  by  the  Senator 
from  Hai«Bcbu5elta,  to  make  dimations  to  States  for  cer- 
tain purpose*.  Now*  if  tbey  could  make  a  donttion  for 
any  purpose — for  a  deaf  and  dumb  aaytum,  for  in  tnfini»< 
ry,  or  for  any  purpose  whatever — he  would  ask,  why  not 
make  a  gift  of  the  public  lands?  lie  repeated,  that  if 
there  were  a  distinction,  he,  for  one,  waa  incapable  of 
perceiving  it. 

The  Senator  from  Macsachuaelts  had  said  CongreM 
had  no  right  to  give  up  the  trust  delegated  to  them.  The 
object  of  the  bill  waa  to  make  a  sale,  and  not  a  trust.  It 
vai  a  ■erica  of  eondttiona  of  aale,  whicb  were  intended 
to  be  beneficial  to  the  new  Slatei  as  well  u  to  ibe  'otdt 
and  the  question  was,  "Can  you  make  a  sale  of  the  pub- 
lic landsr"  Congress  cuutd  dispose  of  lands  to  individ- 
uals: then,  why  not  to  a  Slate?  If  they  could  make  an 
absolute  sale,  could  not  they  make  a  conditional  sale? 
That  waa  the  simple  question.  If  Ihey  could  not,  then 
all  he  could  lay  was,  that  be  did  not  understand  the  ar- 
gument. Re  must  aay  that  if  be  ever  did  entertain  any 
constitutional  scruples  on  the  subject,  the  Senator**  ar- 
gument bad  aatiafied  him  that  there  were  none.  He  knew 
that  the  gentleman  was  capable  of  preaenting  (if  there 
were  any)  objections  in  tbe  strongest  posuble  Itgbti  but 
he  had  not  succeeded  in  convincing  him  (Mr.  C.)  that 
there  were  any.  But  tbe  Senator  bad  said  that  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  (Ur.  C.)  had  put  his  bill  at  this  time  waa 
the  passage  of  the  lud  bill,  objectionable  as  it  was,  and 
which  he  [Ur.  WxasTta]  said  might  not  yet  become  a 
law.  Now,  that  was  not  sot  he  did  not  place  the  bill 
upon  the  naked  fact  of  the  land  bill  havin|f  passed  this 
body.  It  was  (he  character  of  tbe  bill  which  had  satis- 
lied,  bis  mind  that  we  bad  reached  the  time  when  some- 
thing must  be  done  on  the  subject.  He  would  not  citar- 
Mteriie  Ibe  bill,  (or  he  had  already  expressed  his  opin- 
kma  on  it.  He  asked  whether  every  Senator  opposed  to 
tbe  administration  bad  not  opposed  tbe  land  bill'  Did 
gentlemen  not  see  (here  were  political  causes  in  opera- 
tion? Tlie  time  had  arrived  when  tbe  corrupt  lendency 
of  such  bills  should  cease,  which  was  controlling,  to 
a  certain  extent,  the  action  of  Senators  on  that  floor. 
These  were  the  indicalioni  which  induced  bin  to  intro- 
duce this  bill. 

But  the  Senator  from  Maasadiusetta  said  that  what  he 
(Mr.  C.)  proposed  to  effect  could  scarcely  be  effected 
by  this  measure,  or  rather  that  Ibe  evil  did  not  existi 
that  the  present  condition  of  things  did  oot  affect  the 
■overeigmy  of  the  new  States,  or  that  (hey  are  in  a  state 
of  Tassalage.  He  admitted  that  tliis  was  a  strong  term, 
and  be  had  used  it  in  the  heat  of  debate.    He  bes^ged 

Kntlenen  to  look  at  the  fact.  Could  any  thing  be  more 
a1  than  the  territory  of  a  State?  And  was  there  do 
amall  state  of  dependency  in  a  people  being  obliged  to 
come  here  from  a  distance  of  eight  hundred  or  a  tbou- 
■and  miles?. 

He  would  ask  the  Senator  from  Massacliusett!',  wheth- 
er this  was  not  giving  the  General  Government  an  unrea 
aonable  control  over  the  new  Statea?  Their  uflicerB  were 
diffused  every  where,  creating  a  state  of  dependence, 
which  did  not  exist  io  the  other  States  of  the  Uniim. 
People  were  obliged  to  come  here,  seasion  after  sesrion, 
to  1^  what  they  claimed  to  be  just.  If  the  control  at 
preaent  exercised  by  the  Gentrral  Government  was  not 
inconsistent  with  the  sovereignty  of  a  State,  it  wss  at 
least  a  derogation. 

Tbe  Senator  remarked  that  this  bill  would  not  stop  sgi- 
tatloD,  and  that  the  new  States  would  come  here  beTorc 
long,  and  ask  that  the  condi(ions  should  be  altered.  He 
(Mr.  C.)  did  not  think  it  improbable  that  they  would  do 


that,  but  it  would  probably  be  eight  or  ten  years  first; 
and  in  the  mean  time  our  councils  would  be  free  from 
the  control  under  which  they  at  present  suffered,  and 
from  pulitical  agitation,  growing  out  of  the  diacussion 
of  questions  connected  with  Ibc  public  lands. 

And  if,  at  tlie  end  of  that  time,  any  of  these  eondi- 
tioni  should  be  found  burdenaome,  it  would  remain  for 
those  who  might  be  here  to  apply  ibe  proper  remedy. 
But  the  Senator  argued  that  the  bill  would  prove  of  no 
benefit  to  (be  new  States;  that  they  were  amall  in  popu* 
Ution,  and  would  be  subject  to  agitation  themselves,  and 
might  not  fulfil  tbe  conditions  of  this  bill.  Tbe  bill, 
boweTer,  provided  certain  restrictions,  which  could  not 
be  overcome.  Should  any  one  of  tliem  be  violated,  tbe 
grant  would  be  null  and  void.  After  aMne  further  re- 
marks, ip  explanation  and  defence  uf  the  provisions  of 
tbe  bill,  be  concluded  by  an  expression  of  his  hope  that 
Senaton  would  permit  it  (o  be  read  a  second  time  and 
referred)  so  that  an  opportunity  would  he  given  ti.e 
country  to  examine  and  deliberate  on  the  report  wbidi 
would  be  spread  before  it,  in  relation  to  this  important 
measure. 

Ur.  TIPTON  said  (he  Lrgialalure  of  Indiana  liad,  in 
1S29,  sent  a  memorial  to  CongrtKf  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  a  cesdon  of  the  public  lands,  and  claiming  it  a» 
a  right.  Other  memorials  also  had  been  tent  on  tbe 
same'subject.  The  proposition,  therefore,  was  not  new. 
Alt  the  Senators  of  the  new  States  felt  a  deep  interest  in 
it,  and  were  desirous  that  it  dMuld  be  referred,  and  a 
report  made  upon  it.  Mr.  T,  had  voted  for  (he  restric- 
tive land  bill  with  great  reluctance.  Re  preferred  that 
tbe  lands  diould  be  ceded  to  the  new  State*  for  a  fur 
cons]deM(ion. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  he  was  aware  of  the  memorial 
or  resolution  of  the  Indiana  Legislature,  to  whicli  the 
Senator  had  alludcil.  But  that  resolution  was,  that  ln« 
diana  bad  a  right  to  possess  the  public  lands  within  her 
limits,  without  purchase.  That  doctrine,  he  said,  did 
onee  prevail,  but  it  was  now  set  up  by  no  one. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  for  tbe  purpose  of  supporting 
what  bad  been  ssid  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  He 
thought,  if  gentlemen  would  look  over  the  document^ 
they  would  find  a  dozen  memorials  in  which  both  the 
principles  of  this  bill  were  embraced — he  meant  gradua> 
tion  and  tbe  extinction  of  the  federal  title  to  (he  lands 
in  the  new  Slates.  Yes,  he  ssid,  **  extinction  of  the  fed- 
eral ittlet"  for  he  always  spoke  on  this  subject  io  the 
same  settse  as  speaking  of  tbe  extinction  of  an  Indian  ti- 
tle. He  bad,  be  believed,  bad  more  correspondence 
with  tbe  West  (ban  any  other  fcentleman  in  the  Senate; 
and,  when  writing  on  the  subject,  lie  always  said  that 
these  two  propositions  (graduation  and  extinction  of  tbe 
federal  title)  bad  been  thrown  by  the  proposition  to  di- 
vide the  proceeds  of  tbe  land  sajes;  and  that  they  must 
first  fight  down  and  kill  thia  distributioa  scheme  before 
tbey  could  hope  for  auccess.  He  lold  bis  correspond- 
ent^ alsob  that  the  greatest  service  that  President  Jack- 
son ever  rendered  tn  bis  countrjF  was  to  put  his  foot- 
bis  laige  foot — on  (his  proposition.  He  mi,t[ht  say,  fur* 
(her,  that  if  he  (Mr.  B  )  bad  ever  rendered  any  aervice  to 
tbe  country  at  all,  it  was  in  helping  to  kill  that  bill)  and 
it  now  lay  proatrstr,  a  corpse.  I^at  impediment  being 
now  removed,  we  can,  said  Ur.  B.,  now  beg^n  again.  I 
>hall  put  my  sbouidera  to  tbe  wheel,  and  keep  pualiing 
till  we  carry  it  through.  He  was  fur  both  the  principles 
contained  in  this  bill;  and  as  to  the  details,  when  be  was 
cordial  about  a  principle,  he  never  should  bslk  at  tbemt 
h«  would  give  and  take.  While  up,  he  would  express 
the  hope  that  the  subject  might  be  referred  to  a  sekct 
commiiice;  and,  having  said  tbi^  be  would  say,  further, 
that  be  had  no  expectation  of  accomplishing  any  thing  at 
the  present  session. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  we  were  now  lets  Iban 
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three  weeki  Trom  the  clove  of  the  session,  and  it  was 
impoaible  that  within  this  period  we  could  transact  all 
the  necessary  public  buainesst  yet  it  was  at  such  a  mo- 
ment that  this  measure  was  urged  upon  our  consideration. 
It  was  an  apple  of  discord  thrown  into  this  body*  which 
must  cause  the  waste  of  much  prectout  time,  and  give 
birth  to  protracted  and  angry  discussion,  unless  we 
should  promptly  resotve  to  reltcre  ourBetres  from  it. 
One  effieet  which  it  would  roost  probably  produce  was 
the  defeat  of  the  land  bill  in  the  other  House— a  con- 
ndcration  which  ought  to  have  its  weight,  especislly  in 
the  minds  of  Western  Senators. 

Mr.  B.  uked,  what  did  this  hill  propose?  Whj-,  sir, 
an  absolute  gift  to  the  new  States  of  two  thirds  of  alt  the 
proceeds  of  our  public  lands  within  their  limits,  whilst 
we  retained  but  one  third  for  ourselves.  Mo  stich  re- 
quest had  ever  been  made  to  Congreu  by  any  of  these 
States,  within  bia  knowledge;  certainly  not  during  the 
past  or  present  seuiona  of  Congress.  They  had  nerer 
asked  for  any  thing  so  unreasonable  and  so  unjust.  I'he 
applications  from  Mississippi  and  Arkansas,  which  had 
been  referred  to  in  this  debatr,  were  altogether  of  a 
different  character.  He  would  venture  to  say  that  tliere 
was  no  new  State  in  this  Union  which,  if  the  question 
had  been  submitted  to  its  own  intrinsic  sense  of  equity 
and  justice,  would  have  ever  thought  of  making  such  a 
propnsition  to  Congreu  as  that  contained  in  Ibis  bill. 
When  these  States  shall  come  forward  wi:h  any  reason- 
able nnd  well-digested  plan  of  their  own,  asking  for  the 
cession  of  the  public  lands  within  their  limtts,  upon  fair 
terms,  he  should  then  be  prepared  to  hear  tbem  most 
respectfully.  There  was  r.o  occasion  to  stimulate  them 
to  pursue  this  or  any  other  course  in  which  they  felt 
their  own  interests  were  involved.  We  had  abundant 
evidence  that  their  Senators  on  this  floor  were  both 
able  and  willing  to  enforce  any  juit  proposition  proceed- 
ing from  their  constituents. 

Senators  ought  to  recolleet  llwt  there  would  he  two 
parties  to  any  such  arrangement.  The  people  of  the 
old  States  had  and  felt  as  deep  an  interest  in  this  ques- 
tion as  those  of  the  new.  if  reasonable  terms  should  be 
proposed,  it  was  probable  that  the  old  States  inight  con- 
sent to  the  adjustment  of  this  difficult  and  embarrassing 
question,  in  such  a  manner  as  would  give  satis&ction  to 
thnr  brethren  in  the  West.  But,  said  Mr.  B.,  let  me 
tell  gentlemen  that  I  would  almcst  as  Hwn  think  of  put- 
ting my  hand  Into  the  pocket  of  one  of  my  constituents, 
and  taking  from  blm  two  thirds  of  the  money  it  contained, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  away  to  a  stranger,  as  I 
should  spree  to  vute  for  this  bill,  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  those  who  sent  me  here.  If  any  equitable 
•rrangement  of  this  question  could  be  made  between  the 
parties  Interested,  he  should  rejoice  at  such  a  result. 
For  his  own  part,  he  felt  disposed  to  grant  liberal  lerma 
to  the  new  States)  but  he  should  never  consent  to  aban- 
don the  rights  of  his  own  constituents,  in  order  to  pro- 
pitiate the  people  of  the  Wett,  however  much  he  might 
regard  their  good  opinion.  He  would  not,  if  he  could, 
to  use  the  language  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
RoBiSBOir,]  become  their  Magnus  Apollo  upon  any  such 
terms. 

What,  then,  did  the  Senator  from  South  C«ronna 
[Mr.  Calbouit]  ask  us  to  dof  To  send  this  bill  to  a  se- 
lect committee.  And  fur  what  purposef  Not  that  there 
shall  be  any  final  sctton  upon  it  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, because  that  was  manifestly  impossible,  but  to  ob- 
tain a  report  in  favor  of  its  provisions.  This  report, 
containing  a  long,  ingenious^  and  able  argument,  in  favor 
of  giving  all  the  public  lands  to  the  new  States,  with  the 
exception  of  one  third  of  their  gross  proceeds,  would  be 
circulated  far  and  wide  throughout  the  whole  Union. 
Whilst  it  would  excite  unfounded  hopes  in  the  minds  of 
(be  people  of  the  new  States,  it  would  prodoce  an  alarm 


equally  groundless  throughout  the  old  Slates.  It  would 
have  %  tendency  to  exasperate  the  feelings  uf  both  par> 
ties,  and  might,  and  probably  would,  greatly  retara,  if 
not  forever  prevent,  the  adoption  of  any  fair  compro- 
mise on  the  subject.  This  report,  we  had  a  right  to 
presume,  would  be  altogether  on  one  side,  whiUt  the 
other  would  not  be  heard,  it  might  prevent  the  new 
States  front  offering  such  terms  as  we  of  the  old  Slates 
could  think  of  accepting.  He  should  wait  until  (he  new 
States  themselves  thought  proper  to  move  in  this  busi- 
ness. They  were  not  slow  to  act  in  any  manner  which 
they  thought  might  promote  their  own  welftre. 

Mr.  B.  said  lie  was  now  determined  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Senate  would,  at  this  session,  spend  any 
more  of  their  precious  time  upon  this  subject.  He 
should,  therefore,  renew  the  motion  which  had  been 
made  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampsliire,  [hir.  llua- 
BABD,]to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  tablet  >tnd  he  gave  notice, 
in  advance,  that  he  would  not  withdraw  it  on  the  request 
of  any  Senator  whatsoever. 

Ur.  NORVELL  trusted  that  the  bill  would  be  allowed 
to  be  read  a  second  time,  for  reference.  Ue  believed 
that  no  bill  of  any  kind,  with  perhaps  one  exception, 
had,  for  a  long  time,  been  refused  a  second  reading  and 
reference.  That  now  before  the  Senate  was  of  such 
deep  importance,  and  involved  interests  of  such  magni- 
tude, especially  to  the  new  States,  that  be  thought  its 
rejection  at  this  stage  of  the  proceeding  would  not  only 
be  unusual,  but  very  extraordinary.  He  therefore  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  Senators  would  suffer  the  bill  to 
be  again  read,  and  referred,  either  to  the  Land  Com- 
mittee or  to  a  select  committee,  tliat  it  might  be  ma- 
turely considered  and  reported  upon. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  waa  laid  oa 
the  table:  Yeas  26,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

Yus— Messrs.  Ilayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dans,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard,  Kent, 
Knight,  Miles,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiu,  Rives.  Robbins, 
Ruggles,  Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swin,TaI)mBdge, 
Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright— 26. 

Mats— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  uf  Alabams, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton,  Nicholas  Norvell,  Pres- 
ton,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tipton,  Walker,  White — SO. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  a  bill  making 
provision  for  the  collection  of  materialsand  the  purchase 
of  sites  for  certain  fortifications  therein  designated.  [It 
appropriates  about  a  million  and  a  lialf  of  dwiirs  to  these 

objects.} 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  demanded  further  information  in 
reference  to  the  necessity  of  these  works,  the  estimates 
upon  which  the  appropriations  were  founded,  and  the 
total  expense  of  completing  the  works  for  which  this  bill, 
appropriating  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  proposed 
only  to  mske  preparation. 

Mr.  BENTON,  chairman  of  the  Military  Committer, 
who  had  reported  the  bill,  stated,  in  reply,  that  it  was 
identically  the  same  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate  at 
the  last  session.  The  Senator  wai^  therefore,  in  pos< 
session  of  full  information  in  rrgard  to  it. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  opposed  the  bill  in  most  of  itH  Tea. 
tures.  I(  was  a  carrying  out  of  the  plan  which  had  been 
laid  down  by  General  Bernard.  And  though  the  scheme 
of  defence  by  fortifications  proposed  by  that  celebrntcd 
engineer  might  have  been  wisely  adapted  to  the  state  of 
the  country  at  that  period,  its  condition  had  since  been 
so  greatly  changed,  by  the  increase  of  its  population 
and  the  augmentation  of  its  power,  that  many  of  the  fea- 
tures of  the  plan  were  no  longer  necessary,  and  might 
advantageously  be  dispensed  with.  The  improremeoU 
which  had  been  mide  in  the  means  for  transportaUon  of 
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the  munilioni  or  «ftr  rendered  it  now  »  comparttively 
easy  thinf^  to  concentrate  large  bodie>  of  the  milit'iB  Rt 
Rnjr  point  that  might  be  thre»ten(d  hy  *  foe.  And  thus 
the  neenaity  of  ititny  furti  otherwise  requiiile  wki  bu- 
peneded.  And  furls,  if  not  judiciou&ly  htcated,  were  not 
only  of  no  ratiiabk  service,  but,  owinf;  to  the  train  of 
conaeqnences  they  drew  after  thetn,  were  a  positive  evil. 

Mr.  S.  had  carefully  exitnined  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  on  tbii  subject,  made  to  Con^resa  at  a 
preceding  setaion,  and  he  bad  then  become  tatibfied  that 
many  of  the  proposed  works  were  of  this  deacriptiun. 
He  wished  tu  have  further  time  to  examine  the  billj  and 
therefore  moved  to  lay  it  upon  the  table  till  Monday  t  but 
withdrew  the  motion  tt  the  request  of 

Mr.  BENTON,  who  briefly  replied,  stating  that  the 
eitimatea  upon  wliich  the  bill  was  founded  had  all  been 
submitted  and  explained  at  the  last  session,  after  which 
the  bill  had  passed  the  Senate.  He  admitted  the  facility 
with  which  large  bodies  of  truops  might  be  thrown  into 
■ny  city  or  town  that  was  threatened  by  an  enemy.  But 
when  they  were  there,  though  there  ^oiild  be  half  a 
million  of  Ibem,  of  what  avail  would  they  be  tgain&t  « 
bombanlmentf  A  bomb  charged  with  buahela  of  pow- 
der and  balls  could  be  discharged  at  the  distance  of 
4j000  yards,  and  if  it  exploded  in  the  midat  of  a  squad* 
ron  of  borae  or  a  column  of  troops  it  would  scatter  or 
destroy  Ibem.  A  man-of-war  would  desire  no  better 
amusement,  while  ita  crew  would  remain  in  perfect  safe- 
ty from  the  force  on  ihore.  Forts  were  also  necessary 
fur  the  protection  of  merchant  vessels,  and  even  of  our 
abips  of  war,  when  punued  by  a  greatly  unequal  force. 

Mr.  80UTHABD  now  renewed  bii  motion  to  by  the 
bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  demanded  the  yea^  and  nayB{'wbicb» 
being  taken,  were:  Teas  13,  nays  36. 

Su  the  Senate  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  bill  being  at  ita  third  reading,  and  the  question 
being  on  its  pssaage, 

Mr.  BKNTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  naysf  which 
were  taken,  and  stood  as  follows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Denton,  Buchanan,  Dans,  Fulton; 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Houlon,  Nlchulas,  Nilcs,  Norvell,  Page, 
Kubbins,  Rutrgles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipion, 
Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 36. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  C«lhoui>,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Moore,  Prentiss,  Hobinson,  Southard,  Speiice,  Swift, 
Webster,  White— 13. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

MILITARV  Al'PROPIUATlON  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Senate  then  took  up 
the  military  appropriation  bill,  in  which  he  propo^d  a 
slight  smendmeni,  to  include  an  appropriation  for  the 
Tennessee  volunteers,  who  wtre  ordered  into  service, 
end  then  discharged. 

At  the  bill  was  at  its  third  reading,  this  motion  coutd 
only  be  made  by  unanimuus  coniieiit. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said  that  he  fell  favorably  dispostd 
towards  the  amendment,  but,  wiahing  a  little  further  time 
tu  look  at  it,  suggested  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table 
until  Monday;  tu  which 

Mr.  WKIGHT  assenting,  tlic  bill  was  laid  on  the  table 
accordingly. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


MOXOAT,  Fkbbuakt  13. 
PATENT  OFFICE. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  RUGGLE3,  the  Senate  prncetded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  hill  siipplementaiy  tu  the  act 
for  the  improvemt  nt  of  the  useful  arid. 

'  variety  of  amendments,  offered  by  Mr.  RUGGLE9, 


were  all  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  the  salary  of  the 
two  examining  clerks,  which  was  made  91,^00  instead 
of  $1,700,  as  Mr.  R.  proposed. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  moved  to  strike  out  the  4th  section  of 
the  bill,  which  provides  for  restoring  the  most  impor* 
unt  models,  which  were  all  deatroyea  by  the  burning  of 
the  Post  Office  building. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  remarked  thai  it  was  only  proposed 
to  restore  the  most  important  models,  and  thai  the  ex- 
pense of  doing  so  would  be  paid  from  the  contribu- 
tions of  patentees. 

Mr.  NILES  spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of  tbe  mo- 
tion. 

Hr.  WEBSTER  remarked  on  the  imposkibilUy  of  lite 
examining  clerks,  for  whose  appointment  and  support 
provision  had  Just  been  made,  performing  properly  the 
duties  auigned  them,  of  deciding  on  the  justneaa  of 
claims  to  patents,  unless  the  most  important  purtion  of 
the  models,  all  of  which  had  been  destroyed,  should  be 
restored.  He  rcgu-ded  tbe  appropriation  as  absolutely 
necessary. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  suggested  that  all  improvements  of 
much  importance  were  generally  known,  and  that  the 
fourth  section,  if  not  stricken  out,  ought  therefore  to 
be  limited  to  the  last  fourteen  years. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  Ubie,  Neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  further  explained  the  bearing  and  im. 
portance  of  this  section  of  the  bill.  It  was  designed,  he 
aaid,  to  restore  only  3,000  out  of  7,000  or  BfiW  models 
that  were  destroyed. 

Mr.  KILES  suggeslcd  $30,000  instead  of  1100,000, 
which  he  conaidered  as  altogether  too  lat^e  a  aum  for 
the  object  proposed.  He  also  insisted  that  tbe  money 
would  be  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury. 

Mr.  B.\yARD  read  portions  of  the  report  of  tbe  Com- 
missioner of  the  Patent  Office,  slating  that  the  reatura- 
tlon  of  about  3,000  of  the  modtia  was  due  botb  to  in* 
ventors  and  to  science.  A  few  minutes*  inspection  of 
them  would  often  save  years  of  reflection  to  an  inventor, 
and  would  suggest  what  would  in  many  cases  be  never 
originally  suggested.  As  an  example  of  lhi%  Fulton's 
improvement  in  steamboats,  immensely  important  at  it 
is  known  to  be,  was  based  on  inventions  which  had  been 
abandoned,  and  were  utterly  useless.  Such  models  were 
also  absolutely  necessary,  to  enable  the  examiners  prop- 
erly to  perform  the  duties  assigned  them.  Inventors 
were  cxceedinftly  tenacious  in  regard  to  the  orginality 
of  their  inventions,  and  wutitd  not  yield  without  the  must 
conclusivetettimony.  Mr.  R .  said  such  were  the  opinions 
of  the  Commissioner  at  the  head  uf  the  bureau,  which 
Mr.  B.  enforced  by  arguments,  especially  regarding  the 
Patent  Office  as  ascboul  of  science,  andaregu'ar  history 
of  the  improvements  in  the  useful  aria  in  this  country. 

Mr.  NILES  remarked  that  many  models,  practically 
ufclesii,  might  be  useful  aa  afibrdinga  history  of  the  pro- 
gress f>f  inventions.  Uul  if  an  expenditure  of  this  kind 
should  be  begun,  it  would  have  no  end. 

Mr.  N.  moved  to  strike  out  flOO,000,  and  insert 
#20,000. 

Mr.  8TR.\NGE,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  said 
tbe  committee  understood  it  to  be  the  desire  of  tbe  Sen- 
ate that  the  Patent  Office  should  be  restored,  aa  far  as 
possible,  to  its  original  state.  1'hey  had  found  on  band 
1300,000,  derived  from  the  sale  of  patents,  and  avaibble 
for  the  great  object  contemphited  by  the  establishment 
of  the  PMtent  Onice.  The  9100,000  was  not  necessarily 
all  to  be  expended,  but  was  tbe  extreme  limit  of  (he  ex- 
penditures, though  Mr.  S.  was  satisfied  that  nearly  so 
much  would  be  required;  and  920,000  be  regarded  aa 
worae  than  nothing. 

Ur.  KNIGHT  now  rose  to  withdraw  his  motion  to 
strike  out  the  4tb  tecUon,  but,  as  the  yeu  and  nays  bad 
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been  ordered,  the  Chiir  decided  that  it  could  not  be 
done. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  ttif  n  nef^tived,  u  rollows : 
Yen— Mesm.  BUck,  Buclitnan,  Ewing  uf  Illinoii, 

King  of  Abbant*,  Kniffht,  Moore,  Micholu,  Niles,  Ptge, 

Bolunion,  Sevier,  WBlker,  While— 13. 

Natb— llenn.   Bayard,   Benton,   Brown,  Clayton, 

Culhtiert,  Dana,  Bwinr  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Hendrickt, 

Hubbard)  Kent,  Kmg  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Uoulon, 

Ntn^ell,  Parker,  Prentias,  Preaton,  Robbina,  Rugirlea, 

Stranf^,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomliocon,  Wal), 

Webster.  Wright— 39. 

Ur.  PRENTISS,  after  tome  explanatory  remarkit, 

moved  to  strike  out  the  word  ■*aaat^ee*,**  in  the  7th 

lection.  Negatived. 
The  bill,  at  amended,  wis  then  ordered  to  be  en- 

iroMcd  for  a  third  reading,  without  a  division. 

RECOGNITION  OF  TEXAS. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  offer- 
ed by  him  tome  time  aince,  recognising  the  independence 
of  Texasi  on  which  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and 
Bsya. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  urged  the  taking  up  of  the  army  ap- 
propriation bill. 

Mr.  BENTON  strenuously  urged  and  claimed  as  a 
right  that  the  unfinisbed  business  should  first  be  taken 
up.  He  had  a  bill  for  the  increaaaofUie  army,  which 
would  regularly  come  up  as  the  umtnished  business. 
The  vote  to  take  it  up  now  woulJ,  if  rejected,  be  de- 
cinve  of  its  fate.  It  had  been  early  reported,  but  had 
been  kept  out  of  its  placp  ^y  the  land  bill  and  the  regu- 
lating currency  bill,  and  he  claimed  that  it  ihould  now 
be  considered. 

Mr.  WALKER  pleaded  for  his  Texas  resolution,  and 
insisted  that  the  honor  of  the  country  demanded  that  it 
abould  be  acted  upon  without  delay. 

Mr.  DENTON  objeetcd,  with  some  warmth,  to  Sena- 
ton  jumping  up  in  this  manner  and  Interrupting  the  regu- 
lar business  of  the  House,  as  reported  from  stan<1ing 
committees,  by  interpoaii^  the  eonuderation  of  rrsulu- 
lions  of  their  own.  The  army  bills  were  of  great  im- 
portance, and  if  this  resolution  should  be  taken  up  be. 
fore  them,  the  prolonged  debate  to  which  it  would  lead 
must  effectually  defeat  all  hope  of  having  them  considered 
in  lime  to  go  to  the  other  House. 

Mr.  PRESTON  admitted  the  importance  of  the  army 
bills,  and  bhould  not  object  to  their  being  considered) 
but  this  resolution  on  the  subject  of  Tezaa  had  been  of- 
fered a  month  ago,  and,  if  longer  poatponed,  must  in  all 
probability  be  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  considering  Mr. 
Wuksb's  reaolution,ukl  decided  in  (he  negative,  by  the 
following  vote: 

TuB->Metsra.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Fulton,  Hen- 
dricks, King  of  Oeorra,  Moore,  Mouton,  Parker,  Pres- 
ton, Walker,  White— 13. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bentnn,  Brown,  Buchanan* 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davia,  Ewing  of  Illinois 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Nilet,  Norvell,  Page, 
Prentias,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Strange  Swift, 
Tallmadge.  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Wright— 33. 

^  The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  a 
bill  "  to  increase  the  present  military  establishment  of 
the  United  States,  and  fur  other  purposea." 

Mr.  BENTON,  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee, 
took  up  the  bill  by  aections,  briefly  explaining  the  pur- 
pose of  each,  together  with  the  amendmenta  reported 
from  that  committer. 

No  oppotiitiun  M  aa  made  to  them,  and  they  were  all 
■greed  toi  when  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ind 
ordered  to  its  third  reading. 


The  xrmy  appropriation  bill  was  read  a  tliird  time  and 
pasted. 

ARMORY  BILL. 

The  Senate  having  taken  up  the  bill  to  eatabnsh  « 
foundry,  an  armory  in  the  Weat  or  Southwcat,  araenali 
in  the  States  in  which  none  have  yet  been  eatablidiedt 
and  depots  for  arms  in  certain  Statea  and  Territories— 

Mr.  BENTON,  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee, 
who  had  reported  the  bill,  briefly  explained  its  design, 
and  the  grounds  on  which  it  had  been  reported. 

Ur.  CRITTENDEN  suggested  doubta  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  establiahing  anenxla  in  all  the  States,  tbougb 
he  admitted  that  they  might  be  requisite  In  some.  Tha 
States,  however,  were  verv  competent  to  erect  arsenate 
for  themselves,  and  would  not  thank  the  General  Gov- 
ernment for  any  charitable  cstabliahment  of  thia  kind. 
Mr.  C.  reprobated  such  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  and  was  against  the  extension  of  federal 
power,  to  which  a  meaaure  of  tliii  kind  muat  nceeamrily 
lead. 

Mr.  BENTON  contended  that-it  was  «  part  of  the 
theory  of  our  Government  that  the  nation  should  b« 
armedi  and,  in  order  to  this  end,  it  was  necesaary  both 
JihiX  the  manufacture  of  arma  ihould  be  extended,  and 
that  depots  should  be  established  for  keeping  them  in 
all  the  States.  He  then  read  returns  from  the  ordnance 
department,  ahowing  in  what  Statea  araenala  bad  been 
erected,  and  in  what  States  there  were  nonei  on  which 
be  remarked  that  those  States  which  most  needed  arie- 
nals  were  entirely  destitute  of  them,  while  Statea  fir 
leas  exposed  were  well  supplied. 

No  amendment  being  proposed  to  the  bill,  it  wu  re- 
ported to  the  Senate;  and  the  queation-being  on  iti  en- 
grossment  for  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  he  had  looked  at  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  and  that  nothing  in  this  world 
could  be  more  useless  than  the  expenditure  it  imposed. 
The  country  had  already  on  hand  about  800,000  standi 
of  arms— an  amount  almoat  equal  to  that  provided  by 
Great  Britain  for  her  immense  military  establishment. 
The  mere  intereat  on  such  an  investment  was  itielfn 
heavy  charge  upon  the  Treasury;  besides  which,  there 
waa  the  liability  to  have  the  whole  superseded  by  the  in- 
vention ofa  better  species  of  arms.  The  Government  had 
already  two  large  armories,  capable  of  furnishing  armi 
much  faster  than  they  were  neededi  and  there  was  a 
necessity  rather  for  retrenching  than  extending  the 
means  of  supply.  These  a^uments  had  all  been  urged 
at  the  last  sessiont  but  he  supposed  it  waa  vain  to  repeat 
them.  They  had  not  been  answered,  and  could  not  be. 
But  the  money  was  to  be  expended  on  something,  and 
perhaps  it  might  as  well  be  on  this  as  on  any  thing  else. 
The  Government  must  get  clear  of  it  in  some  way)  it 
must  not  go  back  to  the  States*  and  ways  and  means 
must  be  devised  to  expend  it.  The  bill  had  no  other 
object  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Mr.  C.  appealed  to 
the  majority  of  the  Senate,  entreating  them  to  econo- 
mise the  public  expenditure.  He  reminded  them  of  the 
'btrong  denunciations  which  had  been  poured  on  a  pre- 
vious administration  for  its  alleged  extravagance,  and 
that  it  was  on  the  plea  and  promise  of  economy  that  the 
present  party  had  eome  into  power.  Tet  no  sooner  had 
they  KOt  control  of  the  Treasury,  than  they  went  on  to 
expend  beyond  all  previous  example.  The  moral  efi*ect 
of  this  Btateof  things  had  been  most  pernicious.  It  had 
led  the  nation  to  conclude  that  the  proreesions  of  no 
party  could  be  believed.  They  were  not  believed)  and 
the  result  of  this  incredulity  in  the  public  mind  would 
alwaya  tend  to  place  in  the  hands  of  an  existing  tdmin- 
istratlon  a  vaat  amcnint  of  power. 

Mr.  BBNTON,  in  reply,  read  from  the  returns  of  the 
Treasury  Department  the  sums  paid  for  the  nanufae- 
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ture  or  irms  ftt  prirate  eatabliBhmenta,  smounting  to 
nearly  a  quirler  of  »  million  of  dollmt  kikI  argued, 
rrom  the  fact' of  ihe  Government  applying  to  private 
manu&ctoriea  fur  so  large  an  amount  of  it*  armit,  the 
neeeealtjr  for  another  public  armory.  Tlieae  private 
eitabtishmentaexiated  at  six  different  poinlii  extending 
from  Ihe  Uiatrict  of  Columbia  to  the  North  and  Eaat, 
while  on  the  frontier,  to  the  South  and  Weat,  where 
armi  were  most  needed,  there  waa  not  a  single  factory. 
All  that  portion  of  the  Union  had  to  look  to  the  North- 
east for  their  suppliett  and  when  the  gant  were  made,  it 
cost  half  their  value  to  transport  them.  At  to  having  a 
full  supply,  and  all  we  needed,  it  waa  what  he  could  not 
understand.  There  waa  a  'continual  consumption,  and 
there  was  a  constant  increase  of  population,  and  there- 
fore there  was  necessity  for  constant  manufacture.  I'he 
European  Powers  were  continually  manufacturing  arms, 
nor  would  they  ever  cease  to  manufacture  them,  irthe 
United  St^a  had  iD-day  alt  tliey  needed,  and  could 
keep  every  gun  without  rubt  or  decay,  twenty- five 
years  hence  we  should  have  only  half  a  supply)  for  the 
population  then  increased  to  that  proportion.  But  in* 
stead  of  kreping  every  gun,  one  half  of  ihem  would  by 
that  lime  be  gone.  It  would  not  do  to  quote  llie  exam- 
ple of  Great  Britain,  because  her  policy  was  the  reverse 
of  ours.  She  only  wanted  enough  arma  in  the  hands  of 
her  standing  army  to  shoot  down  her  unarmed  popula- 
tion the  moment  they  resisted  any  measure  of  Govern- 
ment. She  read  the  riot  act,  and  then,  if  Ihe  people 
did  not  run,  ten  or  iwelve  thousand  of  Ihem  were  cut 
down.  But  the  theory  of  our  Government  was  that  the 
nation  was  lo  be  armed.  We  wanted  no  standiog  army 
tu  cut  down  our  unarmed  population.  The  efficiency 
of  the  Western,  militia  waa  to  be  traced  to  the  habit  of 
handling  arm*  in  their  youth.  They  did  not  run  away 
from  an  enemy,  because  they  felt  the  consciousness  that 
they  could  shoot  as  well  and  better  than  any  enemy  that 
could  be  brought  against  them.  They  had  not  been 
trained  with  cornstalk*,  snd  set  to  handle  a  gun  for  the 
6rBt  time  when  they  went  into  battle;  and  he  would  say, 
in  behalf  of  Missouri,  that  the  most  accepfabie  form  in 
which  they  could  bestow  on  that  Stale  her  portion  of 
these  accursed  frogs  which  came  up  as  from  the  river 
of  Egypt,  and  spread  themselves  every  where  and  over 
every  thing,  from  the  nuptial  couch  to  the  kneading 
trough,  (he  .referred  to  tlie  surplus  halancea  in  the 
1'reasury,)  wss  to  establish  amonf^t  them  an  ample  de- 
pot of  arms. 

Mr.  CALUOUFf  was  very  happy  to  hear  so  frank  an 
avowal  from  ihe  Senator  from  Missouri  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  hid  observed  when  last  up,  that  the  abject  of 
the  bill  WIS  (o  get  rid  of  ^  part  of  the  surplus  revenue 
in  the  Treasury.  As  to  the  argument  derived  from  Ihe 
fact  that  the  Government  obtained  a  portion  of  its  supply 
from  private  factories,  all  that  was  easily  explained. 
These  factories  were  old  establishments,  which  hid  been 
gotten  up  by  their  proprietors  expressly  on  the-failh  of 
llie  Government;  and  they  were  in  practice  as  really  . 
public  establialiments  as  the  armories  of  the  Govern-^ 
ment.  The  Government  had  been  obliged  to  take  enough 
from  these  individuals  to  keep  their  establishments  from 
ruin,  snd  that  was  the  sole  reason  fur  the  item  quoted  by 
the  Senator  from  tlie  returns.  The  two  armories  we 
already  possessed  were  capable  oF  turning  out  20,000 
stands  of  arms  a  year;  and  now  it  was  proposed  lo  erect 
a  third,  while  Ihe  actual  consumption  was  but  between 
one  and  two  thousand  stands  annually.  There  waa  one 
source  of  consumption  which  could  not  be  avoided;  but, 
instead  of  being  an  argument  fur  the  manufacture,  it 
was  I  strong  argument  against  the  unneeeaiaty  multi- 
plication of  armst  and  that  was,  their  deoay  while  lying 
in  boxes.  The  larger  the  amount  on  bud,  the 
ereiter  was  this  source  of  decay.    The  country  had 


already  between  700,000  ind  800,000,  which  hid  coat 
it  ten  millions  of  dollars,  beaidea  i  laige  amount  of  capi- 
tal invested  in  magazines;  so  that  the  total  annual  inter- 
est was  little,  if  any  thing,  short  of  a  mitlian  of  dollarSt 
As  to  the  arming  of  our  people,  this  bill  did  not  propose 
to  put  a  single  gun  into  the  hands  of  a  single  man.  But 
for  what  purpose  waa  so  brge  an  amount  needed^  It 
must  be  either  to  arm  the  Government  against  the  peo- 
ple, or  to  fight  some  foreign  enemy.  He  trusted  our 
people  did  not  want  them  to  cut  each  oiher'i  throats* 
He  repeated  that  the  expenditure  wai  useleii;  that  it 
went  to  produce  an  accumulation  of  what  wu  already 
accumulated,  and  waa  merely  i  conlrinnee  to  keep  the 
money  from  the  States. 

The  debate  waa  further  continued  by  Messrs.  BEN- 
TON and  CALHOUN,  each  of  tliem  Inaisting  on  the 
ground  already  taken,  and  endeavoring  further  to 
strengthen  their  respective  positions. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  then  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 
I  shall  vote  against  the  bill;  perhaps  it  may  be  necessary 
to  suggest  some  of  the  reasons  that  govern  me.  I  know 
the  bill  contains  a  proposition  to  build  an  arsenal  in  the 
State  from  whence  1  comet  md,  so  far  as  thnt  goes,  1  have 
no  objection  to  that  part  of  the  bill,  for  the  money  it 
will  cost  it  would  be  very  acceptable  to  have  expended 
there.  But  the  queation  is,  are  the  arsenals  and  armo- 
riea  cmiliined  in  the  bill  nccessaryf  If  more  amu  ire 
needed,  is  it  necessary  to  build  more  armoriet'  We 
can  readily  contract  for  the  msnufaeture,  without  incur- 
ring the  expense  of  all  the  outlays  necessary  for  carry- 
ing on  the  making  of  arms;  the  private  manufactarera 
will  make  them  cheaper  than  ihe  United  States  can. 
We  get  them  now,  it  is  believed,  at  a  less  price  by  con- 
tract from  the  private  armories  ilun  they  cost  at  our  ar- 
moriea.  without  taking  into  coniideraiion  the  immense 
outlays  of  the  establishroenta,  ind  the  interest  snd  coat 
of  keeping  litem  in  repair.  Sir,  who  are  we  toarmf 
The  militia  of  the  States,  your  own  citizens.  Then, 
let  Ihe  arms  be  within  their  reach  and  under  their  own 
care.  The  practice  now  is  to  deliver  to  the  seveial 
States  the  arms  when  made,  and  the  States  take  care  of 
them  without  further  cost  or  trouble  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States;  and,  whenever  needed,  Ibey  are  at  the 
command  of  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of  the  State, 
to  be  used  at  their  discretion.  But  if  we  build  aneoaU, 
we  must  have  oflicera  to  take  charge  and  care  of  them; 
and  when  the  arms  are  required  by  any  exigencies  of 
the  Slate,  the  Governor  or  commander  must  go  to  your 
corporal  or  sergeant,  who  may  have  charge  of  your  arse- 
nut,  and  beg  him  to  loan  those  arrcs  fur  the  purposes 
needed.  Now,  air,  I  am  oppoaed  to  that;  1  will  not 
place  the  Statea  tn  such  i  predicament;  1  will  give  the 
States  the  arms,  and  if  they  will  not  take  eare  of  them, 
why,  then  1  would  not  give  ihcm  any  more;  therefore,  I 
am  for  letting  ihlnga  remain  as  they  now  are,  without  fur- 
ther legislation. 

The  queation  being  at  length  taken  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  it  waa  decide,  by  yeaa  and  myi^  as  fd- 
lows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Ewitig  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabama,  Linn^  Lyon,  Morris,  Houton,  Nicliolai^  Nilc^ 
Norvell,  l^ap;e,  Kobinsun,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmedge, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  White.  Wriglit— 26. 

Nats — Messrs.  Calhoua,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Moore,  Parkir,  Prentisa, 
I'reston,  Swift—ll.^ 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrosaed  fur  n  third 
reading. 

TBADE  WITH  BELGIUM. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pmv^ 
Relation^  moved  that  Ihe  Senate  coorider  i  bill  from  the 
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Burning  of  Public  Suildinga — Cumbtrland  Road. 


House,  retpecting^  the  dutiet  on  Belgian  veratls  anO  their 
c«r|ifoc9.    The  bill  having  been  taken  up, 

Hr.  BUCHANAN  briefly  explained  its  object.  By 
the  act  of  18S4,  tliU  Government  bad  offered  (o  all  na- 
tions (o  rective  their  product!  in  their  own  veaieU  on 
the  same  termi  ai  they  ahould  receive  our  product!  in 
our  veuelt.  Holland  had  rerused  tfaese  terma,  and  im- 
poaed  a  d'lscriminatinK  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  in  favor  of 
(heir  own  veiKli.  We  might,  according  to  the  prlnci. 
plea  of  that  act,  have  done  llie  same,  as  a  countervailing 
meaiure,  in  favor  of  our  own  navigation!  but  as,  not- 
withstanding the  duly  of  ten  per  cent.,  our  own  naviga- 

Stion  continued  to  enjojr  altnoit  the  whole  of  the  trade 
tween  Holland  and  the  United  Slates,  nothine  further 
was  done,  and  the  Teaaeli  of  Holland  were  allowed  to 
enter  our  ports  on  the  »me  terms  with  our  own.  Th=s 
was  before  the  separation  of  Belgium  fnim  Holland;  but 
after  that  separation,  on  the  vessels  of  Belgium  present- 
ing Ihemselvca  for  the  first  time  in  our  ports,  a  discrimi- 
nating duty  wai  demanded  of  them,  although  none  was 
demanded  from  Dutch  ahipa.  Aa  this  seemed  a  hard- 
ship, the  present  bill  had  been  introduced,  in  order  to 
put  Belgian  vessels  on  the  same  footing  wiih  tliose  tif 
Hullaiid.  A  proviso,  however,  was  inserted  in  the  bill, 
empowering  the  President,  whenever  circumstances 
aliould,  in  his  opinion,  render  it  expedient,  to  enforce 
the  act  of  1834  against  both  Dutch  and  Belgian  vessels. 

Wr.  CLAY  further  explained  the  case,  confirming  the 
statements  made  by  Hr.  Bdchasas,  of  whom,  however, 
he  inquired  whether  inforaatton  had  been  obtained^by 
h>m  as  to  the  present  proportion  between  Dutch  and 
American  navigation  employed  in  the  trade  with  Hol- 
land, as,  in  1835,  it  appeared  that  the  Dutch  were  ruther 
gaining  upon  us.  • 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  replied  tliat  lie  had  not,  but  would 
make  the  inquiry  at  the  Department,  and  have  the  facta 
ready  by  to-morrow. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  its  third  reading. 

BURNING  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  then  look 
up  the  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  set  for  the  punishment 
of  certain  cHmesngainst  the  United  States. 

The  bill  hiving  been  read, 

Mr.  BUCtlASAH  said  it  might  be  owinr.  perhaps,  in 
part  to  his  Pennsylvania  principles,  or  prejudices,  if  gen- 
tlemen would  have  it  so,  but  he  could  not  consent  to  the 
infliction  of  the  pun'shment  of  death  fur  any  crime  but 
murder  in  the  first  degree;  in  which  case,  the  Divine 
precept  ordained  that  "  whosoever  sbeddcth  man's 
blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed."  The  insertion 
of  a  capital  punishment  of^en  operated,  practically,  to 
produce  Ihe  acquittal  of  ofTendera. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  was  aware  that  such  opinions  were  en- 
tertained by  manyt  but  he  could  nut  lubscribe  to  them. 
>Ve  pun'shed  (reason  capitally,  which  was  a  departure 
from  this  rule.  He  thought  that  the  burning  of  the  Cap- 
ital or  of  one  of  the  Departments  was  an  enormity  so 
greiU  that  nothing  short  of  death  was  a  suitable  punish- 
ment. It  was  calculated  to  strike  a  terror  which  noth- 
ing else  would.  A  mere  penitentiary  punishment  would 
have  but  liltle  effect  upon  that  clus  of  miocreants  who 
would  be  likely  to  commit  such  a  crime. 

Mr.  PRF.NTISS  suj^geattd,  as  an  amendment,  the  sub- 
stitution of  confinement  at  hard  Ubur  for  %  term  not 
more  than  twenty  nor  less  than  five  years. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  denied  that  life  infliction  of  death 
for  treason  was  a  departure  from  the  principle  he  had 
qutitcdi  on  the  CMtrary,  treason  involved  murder  on  a 
must  extensive  scale. 

Mr.  TIPTON  opposed  the  amendment.  It  was  pos- 
sible sume  juries  might  acqtiii,  from  reluctance  to  inflict 
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capital  punishmentt  but  he  thought  tlie  evil  would,  on  the 
whole,  be  greater  if  it  should  be  omitted  in  the  law.  It 
was  merited  by  the  crime,  and  would  terrify  where  les- 
ser punishment  would  have  little  impression. 

Mr.  SWIFT  suggested  to  his  colleague  [Mr.  Puv- 
Tiss]  to  modify  the  amendment,  so  as  to  extend  the  pun- 
iihment  to  confinement  for  life;  but  Hr.  P.  declined. 
When  the  question  being  put,  the  amendment  wts  re- 
jected, by  yeas  and  nayF,  as  follows: 

Tkas — Messrs.  Browii,  Bucbansn,  Crittenden,  Moore, 
NileB,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Swift,  Walker— 9. 

Nais— Measrs.  Benton,  Black,  Clayton,  Cuthbert, 
Fulton,  Grnndy,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Kmght,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Page,  Parker,  Rugglei, 
Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmidge,  Tipton,  White,  Wright— 3L 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggested  a  similar  objection  to 
punishing  with  death  an  accessary  before  the  fact. 

Mr.  GRUNDV  thought  that,  in  a  case  like  that  of 
burning  one  of  the  Departments,  the  man  who  was  the 
moat  deeply  involved  in  guilt  was  not  the  individiul  who 
for  hire  actually  set  Bre  to  the  building,  but  those  who 
employed  him;  and  If  the  punishment  of  death  should 
be  commuted  at  all,  it  ought  rather  to  be  in  favor  of  the 
actual  incendiary,  who  might  be  an  ignorant  black,  or  ft 
man  tempted  by  poverty. 

Mr.  PAKKER  had  voted  to  retain  death  in  the  bill,  aa 
a  pimiahment  to  the  incendiary;  but  he  cnuld  not  agree 
to  extend  it  to  accessaries.  The  criminal  law  in  all 
countries  made  a  distinction  in  the  gi«de  of  punishment. 
The  principle  was  laid  down  by  the  best  writers,  and 
was  founded  both  injustice  snd  policy. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  referred  to  the  common  law,  as  in 
many  cases  knowing  no  such  dittinctioni  nor  was  it  rec- 
ognised by  the  laws  of  most  of  the  States  of  this  Union. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  deprecated  all  reference  to  the 
common  law  of  England,  which  waa  literally  a  code  of 
blood.  As  many  aa  four  hundred  different  ofiencea  were 
punishable  with  d^ath  in  England.  He  hoped  never  to 
sec  such  a  system  taken  aa  a  precedent  by  this  country. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

Yaii — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Knight, 
Muore,  Niles,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Walk- 
er—11. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Clayton,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
I^inn,  Nicholas,  Ruggleti,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  White,  Wright— 17. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Scmate,  and  the  queftion 
being  on  its  engrossment,  • 

Mr.  CLAYTON  objected  to  the  insertion  of  any  lim- 
itation of  time  in  reference  to  a  crime  af  this  magnitude. 
As  murder,  and  tresson,  and  arson,  were  exempted  from 
the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  the  burning  of 
pubic  buUdings-of  the  United  States  ought  to  take  the 
same  course.  He  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
a  clause  to  that  eff*ect;  but  it  was  rejecied,  as  was  also 
a  motion  of  Hr.  RuaeiES  to  strike  out  the  second  sec- 
tion, containing  the  limitation  clauses;  and  the  bill  waa 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  as  fullows: 

Ybas— Hrssrs.  Benton,  Black,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Hubbard,  King  uf  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia^  Linn, 
Nicholas,  Page,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Whiw,  Wrigtit- 18. 

Naiit— Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Moore, 
Niles,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Kubinton,  Southard,  Walker— 10. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

TCRIIIAT,  FlBBOAKT  14. 

CUMBRItLAND  ROAD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  uf  the  bill  for  the  continuation 
of  the  Cumberland  road  in  Ohio^  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 
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Hr.  KORVEI.L  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  annexing 
a  proviiion  for  the  eonilruction  of  certain  roadi  in  Hichi- 

After  drbstf,  by  Meuri.  TIPTON.  NORVELL, 
YON,  HENDRICKS,  PRESTON,  and  EWING  of 
*>bio,  the  Bmendment  was  lust:  Yeas  9,  nays  27. 

Mr.  CLAY,  after  a  few  remarka  in  favor  of  only  gra- 
ding the  road*  and  againethaatening  ita  progreaa  by  the 
appointment  of  an  extra  number  of  agenta  and  oflteen, 
muved  to  strike  out  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the 
bill,  which  provide  for  such  appointments. 

After  debate,  by  Missrs.  HENDRICKS,  CLAY,  and 
TIPTON. 

Mr.  TIPTON  moved  to  amend  the  second  section  by 
requiring  that  the  appointment  of  agents  and  officers  by 
the  PreMdent  shruld  be  made  by  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  Senttet  which  amendment  prevailed. 
'  Mr.  EWINOt  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the  second 
aection  by  allowing  ea<di  auperintendent  only  two  assist- 
ants, at  a  fixed  compensation  of  thrre  dollars  per  day 
for  their  services,  instead  of  a  salary  in  the  discretion  of 
the  President  or  the  Department.^  The  amendments 
were  adopted. 

The  question  recurring  on  striking  out  the  aecond  and 
third  aecHona  of  the  bill,  it  was  diieusaed  by  Heasra. 
PRESTON,  HENDRICKS,  and  CLAT,  and  carried  in 
the  afRrmative,  by  yeas  and  nay*,  as  follows: 

YlAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Kent,  King  of  Alabami,  King  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  Lyon,  HcKean,  Hoore,  Norvell,  Par- 
ker, Prentiss,  Preaton,  Rives,  Southard,  Spence,  Strange, 
Swift,  Tomlinaon,  Walker,  White— 36. 

Navs— Ueaara.  Bentcm,  Eving  of  llKnc»«,  Ewing  of 
OhiOf  Pulton,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Horria,  Nich- 
olas, Niles,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton, Wall.  Wright— 17. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  requiring  that 
the  road  in  Illinois  should  not  be  stoned  or  gravelled,  un- 
less at  a  cost  not  exceeding  the  average  expense  of  do- 
ing it  in  bhio  and  Indiana}  which  amendment,  after  de- 
bate by  Hesirs.  BWINf^  of  Illinois,  and  CLAY,  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  by  reducing  the  approprmtion  for  Indiana  from 
1100,000  to  950,000,  on  the  ground  that  $80,000  remain- 
ed unexpended. 

After  debate,  by  Mesirff-  HENDRICKS,  PRESTON. 
TIPTON.  BENTON,  WALKER,  and  CLAY. 

Mr.  NORVELL  mtMft^to-lSirihe  bill  on  the  tablet 
which  motion  was  negatived,  as  follows: 

TxAB— Meiars.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon,  Norrell,  Par- 
ker, Prentiss,  Preston,  Buggies,-  Strange,  Walker, 
White— 15. 

Nats — Heasra.  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,  Clayton,  'Cutb* 
bcrt,  Bwing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicbohu^  Nilcs, 
Robblns,  Bobinaon,  Sevier,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift, 
Tallmadge, Tipton,  Wall,  Wright— 36. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Paxsroit's  amendment  was  then 
tried,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preaton.  Uivea,  Rug* 
gles.  Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Walker,  Wall, 
White— 33. 

Naxi — Messrs.  Benton,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Iltinois, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Gruntly,  Hendricks,  Hubbard, 
Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tall- 
madge, Tipton,  Wright— 17. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
reducing  the  appropriation  for  Ohio  from  |290,000  to 
990,000,  the  balaoce  on  band  being  $100,000t  which  mo- 


tion, after  debate  by  Measrs.  EWING  of  Ohio,  PRCS' 
TON  WALKER,  ROBINSON,  LINN,  and  NOKVBLL, 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows; 

YxAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden.  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Lyon,  Hoorr,  Nilea,  Norvell,  Parker,  Prentiss^ 
Preaton,  Rives,  Buggies.  Southard,  Spencr,  Strange. 
Swift.  Walker,  Waft  White— 26. 

Naia— Meurt.  Benton,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Ulincrfa, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulion,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard, 
Knight.  Linp,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Robbinl^  Rob- 
inion,  Sevier,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wright— 19. 

Mr.  PRESTON  also  moved  to  amend  the  bill  byre- 
ducing  the  appropriation  for  Illinms,  so  that  the  whole 
amount  to  be  expended  would  be  |130,000i  which  mo- 
tion prevailed,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Mesara.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon, 
Moore.  Niles.  Norvell,  Parker,  Prentia^  Preaton,  Rivc^ 
RuRRles.  Southanl,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Walker, 
Wall,  White— 25. 

Natb— Messrs.  Benton,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kni|^t, 
Linn,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Bobbins.  RobintOR,  Se- 
vier, Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wright— 18. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding,  aa 
a  proviso  to  the  first  section,  that  no  part  of  the  moncj 
appropriated  by  the  bill  should  be  paid  out  of  the  Treaa- 
ury  of  the  United  States,  but  out  of  the  fund  heretofore 
granted  to  Oh'O,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of 
the  bill. 

After  debate,  by  Mesa't-  WALKER,  NILES,  and 
CLAT,  the  amendment  waa  lost,  by  the  following  vote* 

TxAf— Measra.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Kag  of  Ala. 
bama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon,  Moore,  Norvell,  Parw 
ker,  Preston,  Rives,  Ruggleik  Strange,  Walker,  Wall, 
White— 16. 

Nits — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert.  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio^ 
Fulton,  Hendricks  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  Morriit,  Mon- 
ton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Robbins.  Robinson,  Sevier.  South- 
ard, SpMce,  Swifi,  Tallmadge,  Tipton.  Tomlinaon, 
Wright— 27. 

Mr.  NORVELL  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  atriking 
out  that  portion  of  it  which  required  the  money  to  be 
repaid  into  the  Treaaury  of  the  United  Statea,  from  tbe 
fund  granted  to  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinoif,  by  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

After  a  few  remarka  from  Ur.  CLAT,  diaapprovlng 
the  provision  proposed  to  be  stricken  oat,  as  deceptive, 
the  motion  to  strike  out  waa  carried  in  the  affirmative,  aa 
follows; 

YxAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton,  Norvell,  ^rker, 
Preaton,  Rives^  Rugglea,  Southard,  Strange,  Walker, 
White-.-23. 

NATa — Heasra.  Benton,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of 
Ohio.  Fulion,  Grundy.  Hendricka.  Linn,  Morria,  Nicho- 
laa,  Nilea,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Wright— 16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  the  pronsion  in  n 
former  act,  requiring  a  continuoua  conitruetioa  of  tlia 
road,  was  by  this  bill' repealed. 

The  bill,  with  the  amendment^  wai  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  EWING  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  aa  to  appro- 
priate 9150,000  for  Ohio,  9135,000  for  Indiana,  and 
9100,000  for  Illinois. 

On  moEinn  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  and  by  consent,  the 
messare  of  the  President  received  to-day,  in  relation  to 
the  seixure  of  slavea  by  the  authorities  of  Bermuda,  was, 
with  the  documenta,  wdcred  to  be  printed. 
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After  k  few  renurki  on  Ur.  Bvm*B  aaendment,  bv 
MeMN.  BAYARD  and  PRESTON, 
Tba  Senate  adjourned. 

WzSIXlDAT,  FiBiiri.>T  13. 
BURNING  OP  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS.. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  amrnd  the  aet  of  1790,  for  the 
punUiiiMBt  of  certain  Crimea  againat  the  United  States 
being  taken  up — 

Mr.  PRENTISS  said  he  waa  to  much  oppoKd,  in 
principle,  to  the  proviaioni  of  the  bill,  the  punishoient 
impoaed  by  it  appeared  to  him  to  he  of  ao  aanguinary  a 
character,  ao  much  behind  the  ipiril  of  the  age,  thai  he  felt 
conatrained  to  resist  it,  and  record  hia  name  against  it  in 
crery  atagf  of  its  prt^esa.  The  bill  not  only  Inflicts  the 
punwhnent  of  death  upon  any  person  who  shall  indi- 
ciously  bom,  or  procure,  command,  eouniel,  or  advise  any 
one  to  burn,  any  public  building,  but  it  eontaina  no  lim- 
itation npon  the  prosecution  of  the  offencci  so  tliat  a 
person  Duy  be  arraigned  and  tried  at  any  ditlance  of 
timr,  howerer  remote,  when  he  may  he  wholly  unable,  by 
lapae  of  time,  to  avail  himself  of  the. testimony  neeeaaary 
for  hia  defence.  It  was  to  be  furtlier  obsen-ed  that  the 
bill  wag  not  confined  to  the  burning  of  the  public  offices, 
containing  the  public  reeordii  but  extended  to  the  burn- 
ing of  any  pubrie  building,  aueh  as  an  engine-bouae,  a 
wood-house,  or  even  a  watcb*ho(ue. 

The  punishment,  under  the  existing  laws,  was  confine- 
ment to  bard  labor,  and  but  one  instance  of  the  commis- 
sion of  the  offence  had  occurred  in  half  a  century.  We 
were  now  about  to  change  the  law,  and  substitute  the 
paniabinent  of  death  for  confinement  at  hard  labor)  and 
we  were  dmng  this  at  a  tine  when  England  and  many 
other  Gorernmenta  in  Europe  were  engaged  in  reform- 
ing and  ameliorstlng  their  criminal  code.  The  bill  put 
the  offence  on  the  same  grade  with  murder  and  treason, 
the  highest  crimes  known  to  law. 

The  object  of  punishment  waa  ihe  prevention  of 
crimet  and  all  experience  showed  that  the  ceitaintyof 
puniahment  waa  much  more  effectual  than  the  severity  of 
punishment  in  the  prcventioD  of  crime.  The  burning 
of  a  public  building  was  undoubtedly  a  very  high  offence, 
but  it  waa  well  known  tiiat  the  difficulty  of  conviction  was 
•Iwaya  Increased  in  proportion  as  the 'punishment  waa 
aggravated.  If  there  wu  absolute  certainty  in  human 
teatimony,  the  objrction  to  the  bill  might  not  be  so 
strong)  but  Ihe  reverse  was  true,  for  Ihe  liistory  of  crim- 
inal trials  showed  that  many  innocent  persons  had  been 
convicted  and  executed.  Ur.  P.  waa  opposed  to  the 
bill  on  the  great  principles  of  juatice  and  humanity;  he 
was  oppmed  to  it  aa  destroying  all  juat  distinctions  be- 
tween crimes,  as  inflicting  a  punishment  vastly  dispro- 
portionate to  the  offence,  and  altogether  inconaiatent 
with  the  general  spirit  of  our  criminal  codei  and  he  fait 
compelled  to  a^k  for  the  yeas  and  nsya. 

The  bill  waa  then  passed,  by  the  following  vote:  • 

Vxia— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Pulton,  Grundy,  Hub* 
bard.  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nurvell,  Page,  Preston,  Rob- 
bins,  Buggies,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
White,  WrRht~S9. 

NATa — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  McKean,  Moore,  Niles,  Parker, 
Prenliar,  Rives,  Rubinsor,  Southard,  Swift,  Walker, 
Wall,  Webater— 17. 

TRADE  WITH  BELGIUM. 
The  bill  respecting  the  discriminating  duties  on  Dutch 
and  Belgian  reasels  and  their  cargoea  coming  up  on  its 
pusnge— 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  Mid  that,  when  this  bill  wu  before 


the  Senate  yesterday,  he  bad  ptvmlsed  to  ascertain  from 
the  Department  the  comparative  atate  of  the  Dutch  and 
American  tonnage,  as  employed  in  tlie  Holland  trade 
during  the  past  year.  He  had  done  lo;  and  it  appeared 
from  the  result  that  the  amount  of  Dutch  tonnage  was 
increasing  rapidly  on  the  American.  He  did  not  know 
whether  this  was  owing  to  the  discriminating  duty  im- 
poerd  bj  the  Dutch  Government  in  favor  of  their  own 
vessels  m  Dutch  ports,  or  noti  but  if  aucb  waa  the  fact, 
then  the  proviaioni  of  the  net  of  1834  should  be  pron^lW 
applied. by  the  Executive.  Ur.  B.  then  read  the  fol- 
lowing statement: 

In  the  year  1834,  the  amount  of  American  tonnage  in  thil 

trade  was  (in  round  numbers)         17,000  tons. 
In  1835,       .         -         -  If.OOO 
In  1836,      -         -         -  8,500 
while  the  amounts  of  Dutch  tonnage,  on  the  coitrvy, 
had  proportionably  dininiabcd. 

In  1834,  the  Dutch  tonnage  waa   1,651  tons. 
In  1835.       -         -         -  3,058 
In  1836,       -         -         -  5.401 

Mr.  CLAY  aaid  that,  when  we  saw,  for  three  auccei^ 
sive  years,  a  regular  diminution  of  American  tonnage, 
and  a  regular  increase  of  the  competing  foreign  tonnage, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  tbat  both  results  proceeded 
from  a  common  cauae.  The  act  of  1824  proceeded  <m 
the  principle  of  entire  and  perfect  reciiwoci^.  That 
principle  had  been  departed  flrom  by  the  Goreminent 
of  Holland,  while  Belgium  waa  In  union  with  Holland. 
There  was  much  rcuon  to  believe  Ibat  the  present  rel- 
ative condition  of  Ibe  navigation  of  America  and  of 
Holland  was  the  result  of  that  departure.  Under  those 
ciroumstancesh  it  seemed  that,  though  the  Senate  could 
not  well  refuse  to  pass  the  present  oill,  which  did  noth< 
ing  but  put  Holland  and  Belgium  on  the  same  footing, 
the  Executive  waa  bound  to  enforce  the  proviaiona  of 
Ihe  act  of  1824  to  both  Governments.  He  trusted  this 
would  be  done. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  who  had  not  been  present  when  the  hill 
was  introduced,  waa  desirous  that  the  bill  should  lie  over 
for  one  day,  in  order  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  look  a  little  into  the  returns  stating  the  existing  con- 
dition of  the  trade,  with  a  view  of  judging  of  the  tniB 
cause  of  the  present  stale  of  thinga.  Possibly  this  aet 
might  be  construed  as  an  evidence  thai  this  Government 
was  prepared  to  extend  the  relaxation  of  the  provisions 
ofthe  act  of  1824,  though  he*wa8  very  sure  the  Senator 
who  introduced  the  bill  h%d'iiD  inch  intention. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  «oj$wiiW.  in  the  views  expressed 
by  the  Senator  from  Keptuckf  >  and  explained  that  tb« 
proviso  in  this  bill  had  been  Introduced  with  an  expreaa 
view  to  enable  the  Preaident  to  apply  the  proriaiims  of 
the  act  of  1834  to  both  Holland  and  Belgium. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  contended  that  the  true  standard  by 
which  to  judge  of  the  existing  indulgence  to  Holland 
waa  not  the  immediate  effect  uf  it  un  the  comparative 
navigation  of  tlte  t«o  countries,  but  its  effect  aa  an  ex- 
ampiie  and  a  precedent,  which  wa«  likely  to  induce  other 
nations  to  pursue  the  same  course  which  had  been  adopt> 
ed  by  the  Dutch  Government. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  conaideration  of 
the  bill  to  continue  the  Comberlind  road  in  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indians,  and  Illinois. 

*0a  motion  uf  Mr.  CLAY,  the  sppropriationa  were  so 
amended  aa  to  allow  Ohio  tl90,000  in  addition  to  the 
unexpended  balance,  Indiana  9100,000,  and  (llint^ 
tlOO.OOOi  making  an  aggregate  of  ISSOfOOC^  beaidea  un- 
expended balances. 

The  remaining  amendments,  made  as  in  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  were  severaUy  considered,  and,  after  a  re- 
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newil  of  the  roimer  ditcuuionii  vere  adopted  in  Sen* 
»te. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  bill  w»  Turther  amend- 
ed by  Kddin|r  a  prorisu  to  the  end  of  the  first  section,  re- 
quiring that  (he  construction  of  the  road  should  be  let 
out,  in  suitable  aection^  after  due  notiee,  to  the  lowest 
bidder*. 

'  Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  sineDd  the  third  Kciton  of 
the  bill  by  inserting  a  disclaimer  of  the  5ith  of  Govern- 
ment beinfp  plrd(fed  fay  tbii  bill  to  do  any  tliinjf  further 
in  the  construction  or  tT|>iir  of  the  Cumberland  road. 

After  debate,  the  amendment  was  lost,  is  follows: 

Ysi.a — Messrs.  Bbck,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Hubbard, 
Ring  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon,'  Moore,  Nor- 
veil,  Paite,  Parker,  Preston,  Uivet*  Strange,  Walker, 
Wall,  White— J7. 

Navs— Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayion, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert.  Ewingof  Illinois,  Ewingorohio, 
Fulton,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  Morris,  Rob- 
bins,  Robinson,'  Sevier,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wright— 23. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fur  a  third 
reading,  by  yeaa  and  nays,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  NORVELL, 
u  follows: 

Yiia — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Cutbbert,  F.wing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Page,  Robbins,  Rugglea,  Sevier,  Southard,  Spcnce, 
SwifV,  Tallmadge,  Tipion,  Wright— ^5. 

NAxa — Ueasrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clayton, 
Hubbardf  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon, 
Moor^  Norvell,  Parker,  Prenlis.s  Preston,  Htves, 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White— 16. 

PAY  OF  VOLUNTEERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  tlie  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  to  make  compensation  to  the 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  volunteers,  who  were  dis- 
cbaif  ed  without  being  called  into  service. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  allowing 
the  above  volunteers  one  month's  pay. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  amend  this  amendment  by 
striking  out  one  month,  and  inserting  three  mnntlis. 

Afterdebate,  by  Messrs.  PRESTON,  CHITTENDEN, 
GRUNDY,  WHITE,  and  WRIGHT,  Mr.  Wiiitk's 
amendment  was  tried  and  lost. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Behtoit,  allowing  one  month's 
pay,  was  titen  carried,  without  a  division. 

On  motions  of  Messrs.  MOORE  and  WALKER,  the 
names  of  Alabama  and  Missisuppi  were  annexed  to  those 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill 
by  confining  the  compensation  to  those  volunteers  whose 
services  were  accepted.    Carried:  Ayes  18,  noes  10. 

The  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  fur  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Thubbbat,  Febrvakt  16. 
INCREASE  OF  THE  ARMY. 
The  bill  to  increase  the  military  eatablishment  of  the 
United  States  being  at  its  third  reading,  and  the  question 
being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  demanded  the  yeaa  and  nays^  and 
th^  were  ordered  by  the  Senate. 
'    Mr.  CALHOUN  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in  op- 

I)Osition  to  the  bill,  not,  however,  as  he  said,  with  the 
east  hope  of  preventing  its  passage;  there  was  money  in 
the  Treasury,  and  it  must  be  spentt  and  this  he  knew 
would  prove,  with  many  gentlemen,  a  reason  why  the 
bill  must  pass.  Yrt,  bearing  a  certain  relation  to  this 
bnuiob  of  our  establisbment,  he  felt  called  upon  to  say  a 


few  words,  and  they  ahould  be  vtry  few.  lie  could  not 
assent  to  the  bill.  The  object  it  proposed  wbs  useless, 
and  a  good  deal  more  than  useless.  The  bill  proposed 
to  increase  our  existing  military  efetablishmint,  as  a 
peace  establishment,  too,  by  the  addition  of  5,500  men, 
making  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  army  over  1^000 
men,  and  augmenting  the  expense  of  ita  maintenance  by 
a  million  and  a  half  or  two  millions  of  dollars.  Was  this 
necessaryf  He  contended  that  it  was  not,  and  that  (here 
never  was  a  time  when  there  was  so  little  necessity  for  a 
measure  of  this  character.  Abroad  we  were  at  peace 
with  all  the  world{  and  as  to  Mexico,  he  believed  no  gen- 
tleman seriously  contemplated  that  we  wrre  to  go  to  war 
with  her.  Never  had  there  been  a  time  when  so  little 
force  waa  neeesssry  to  put  our  Indian  relations  upon  ths 
safest  footing.  Our  Indian  frontier  bad,  within  ■  few 
years,  been  contracted  lu  one  hall  its  former  dimensions. 
It  had  formerly  reached  from  Detnntall  the  way  round  to 
the  mouth  ofthe  St.  Hary's,in  Giorgisi«  hcreas,atpreseot, 
its  utmost  extent  was  from  St.  Pettr's  to  the  Red  river. 
To  guard  (hia  frontier,  the  Guvemmeot  lad  nine  regi- 
ments of  artillery,  seven  of  infantry,  and  two  of  dragoons, 
lie  would  submit  to  every  one  to  ssy  wlKthersucb  a  line 
could  not  be  amply  defended  by  such  a  fnrce.  Suppo- 
sing one  repment  to  be  itationtd  at  St.  Ixuip,  and 
another  at  Baton  Rouge,  there  stilt  remained  seven 
regiments  to  be  cxtendtd  from  St.  Peter's  to  Red  river. 
Supposing  one  of  them  to  be  stationed  at  St.  Peter's, 
one  upon  the  Missouri,  ore  in  Arkanaas,  and  one  upon 
the  Bed  river,  tlirre  were  still  three  leli  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government.  He  contended  that  this  force  was 
not  only  sufficient,  but  ample.  He  ahould  be  told  that 
there  was  a  very  large  Indian  force  upon  this  ftontier. 
That  was  very  true.  But  the  larger  that  force  was,  the 
more  secure  did  it  reivder  our  position)  provided  the 
Government  appointed  among  them  faithful  Indisn 
agents,  who  enjoyed  their  confidence,  and  who  would  be 
sustained  by  tlie  Government  in  measures  for  their  bene- 
lit.  or  what  did  this  vast  Indian  force  consists  In  the 
first  pUee,  tliere  were  the  ChocUws,  who  bad  removed 
beyond  the  Mississippi  with  their  own  consent)  a  people 
always  Iriemlly  to  ihis  Go^crnmciil,  and  whose  brast  it 
was  that  they  had  never  shed,  in  a  hostile  nunner,  one 
drop  of  the  white  man's  blood.  Their  friendship  was 
moreover  secured  by  heavy  annuities,  «hich  must  at 
once  be  forftited  by  any  hostile  movement.  Whenever 
this  was  the  case,  the  Governmrnt  possessed  complete 
control,  by  the  strong  consideration  of  interest.  Next 
came  the  IHendly  Crreka*  who  had  all  gone  voluntarily 
to  the  west  bank  of  the  rhrer.  Then  came  the  friendqr 
Cherokees,  w  ho  had  done  the  same  thingi  and  next  the 
Chickasaws,  whom  we  also  held  by  heavy  annuities.  All 
this  vast  body  of  Indians  were  friendly  toward  the  United 
States,  save  a  little  branch  of  the  Creeks;  and  it  would 
be  easy  fur  any  prudent  administration^  by  sekcting 
proper  sgents,  and  sustaining  them  in  wise  measures,  to 
keep  the  whole  oi  tlu  se  people  peaceable  and  in  friend- 
ship will)  this  Government,  and  Ihcy  would  prove  an  ef- 
fectual barrier  against  the  incursions  of  the  wild  Indians 
in  the  prairies  beyond.  But  to  increase  largely  our  mili* 
tary  force  would  be  the  most  certain  meani  of  provoking 
a  war,  especially  iT  improper  agents  were  acnt  among 
them — political  paitisans  and  sdfish  land  speculators. 
Men  of  this  csst  would  be  the  more  bold  in  their  meas- 
ures, the  more  troops  were  ready  to  sustain  them;  every 
body  knew  that  Indian  force,  when  fairly  opposed  to 
white  in  the  field,  was  as  nothing.  Where  there  were  nu 
swamps  and  fastnessep,  but  they  had  to  contend  in  ibe 
open  field,  they  were  not  moie  formidable  than  buffalo. 

Now,  ihey  were  congregated  in  a  hi^h,  dry,  prairie 
country,  and  in  a  country  of  that  description,  opposed  to 
horhe  ur  artillery,  they  could  do  nothing. 

Mr.  C.  then  prcceedcd  tudcoounce  thebiliasaneaaure 
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of  eztrav^^nce,  deigned  cbiefljr  to  expend  the  money 
io  the  Treasury  for  objccli  not  only  unnecesnry  but  per- 
nicious. He  went  into  some  genera)  observations  on  the 
corrupting  tendency  of  the  present  course  of  policy*  and 
then  observed  that  every  ehange  that  had  been  made  in 
the  army  had  gone  to  destroy  its  mora/e.  He  had  not 
the  least  confidence  that  the  proper  materiel  would  be 
aelected  io  the  bestowment  of  the  many  prizes  which 
this  bill  proposed  to  create.  All  must  remember  what 
bad  been  the  history  of  the  regiment  of  dragoons  in  this 
respect.  Who  had  been  appointed  to  comnnand  in  that 
eorpsf  In  many  insUnceseadela  who  had  beendischargeil 
for  misconduct  in  the  Military  Academy.  Persons  of  this 
cast  bad  been  set  over  those  who  liad  gone  through 
the  whole  course  in  that  institution  in  a  manner  most 
kighly  creditable.  The  effect  had  been  demoralizing', 
«iM  he  feared  that  the  results  of  this  bill  would  prove 
■till  more  to.  Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  in  a  course  of 
general  objection  to  all  measures  calculated  to  increase 
t^e  powers  of  Ibe  General  Governmentt  dwelt  on  the 
central  tendency  oF  our  aystem;  the  necesdtty  of  dimin* 
iahing  and  generalizing  the  action  of  this  Government,  as 
our  population  increased.  He  compared  the  Government 
to  a  partnerahip.  While  there  were  but  few  partners, 
Jhe  regulations  might  be  minute  and  particulari  but 
when  tbey  were  numerous,  and  amounted  to  hundreds, 
the  system  must  be  more  general. 

Our  chief  arm  of  defence  was  the  navy.  This  was 
exterior  in  its  character,  and  less  dangerous  on  the 
ground  of  patronagei  and  it  would  be  his  policy  to  in- 
crease this  arm  of  the  nalional  force,  and  to  render  it 
respectable  in  the  eyes  of  fcM'eign  nations.  Then,-  this 
Ooremment  needed  a  soond  Judiciary  and  a  well-regu- 
lated Post  OIReei  and  beyond  this  he  would  not  advance 
one  inch.  He  concluded  by  remarks  of  a  general  char- 
acter on  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  determina- 
tion to  expend  tbe  surplus^  thai  it  might  not  be  returned 
to  the  people. 

Mr.  BENI'ON  replied  to  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Hr.  Oalroov,]  and  congratulated  himself  on 
the  easy  task  which  he  bad  to  perform  in  answering  all 
bii  objections  to  this  billi  for  he  had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  bring  the  gentleman  who  waa  Secretary  at  War  under 
Mr.  Monroe's  administration,  to  answer  the  gentleman 
who  was  now  Senator  in  Congress  from  the  State  of 
8outh  Carolina.  The  quondam  Secretary  would  answer 
the  Senator  most  completely)  and  to  enable  the  Sen- 
ate to  make  the  full  application  of  what  he  bliould  read, 
he  would  lint  remind  them  of  the  circiimslanoei  under 
which  tbe  former  Secretary  at  War  bad  made  the  re* 
p(vtf  which  was  now  to  be  produced  as  an  answer  to  tlie 
Senator's  speech. 

It  would  be  remembered,  (sard  Mr.  B.,)  Uut  at  the 
close  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  war  estab- 
lishment of  the  army  waa  reduced  to  a  peace  eslabliiih- 
menl,  and  that  this  peace  eatablishment  waa  still  further 
reduced  in  1831,  when  the  Treasury,  from  a  dream  of 
inexhaustible  surplus  revenue  tn  which  it  had  been  in- 
dulging fur  a  few  years,  was  suddenly  waked  up  to  the 
reality  of  empty  coffers,  unavailable  funds,  and  unrelia- 
ble resources.  The  aggregate  of  the  peace  establish- 
meot  of  1815  was  12,656.  In  the  yesr  1818  it  was  pro- 
poaed  in  Congress  to  reduce  that  numbert  and  to  enable 
members  to  act  with  full  information  on  the  subject,  tbe 
Secretary  of  War,  then  happening  lo  be  the  present 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  now  ohjecling  lo  this  bill, 
waa  called  upon  to  report  whether,  with  safely  to  the 
public  service,  any  reduction  could  be  made,  either  in 
tbe  rank  and  file  of  the  army,  or  in  the  general  staflT,  or 
in  the  expense  of  the  establi^ment  itself.  The  Secre- 
tary answered  upon  all  three  points;  and  it  so  happens 
that  he  has  spoken  to  the  same  three  points  this  day.  He 
has  objected  to  this  bill  because  it  iacreascs  the  rank 


and  file,  because  it  increases,  the  general  staff,  and  bc- 
cauie  it  increases  the  expense  of  the  army.  It  also  fur- 
ther su  happens  that  his  report  and  his  speech  are  not 
only  on  the  same  subject,  but  sctually  on  tlie  same 
measure!  for  the  peace  establishment  of  1815  was 
authorized  by  a  law  which  retained  a  force  of  12,656 
men;  and  lliia  bill  is  to  raise  Die  present  force  of  the 
army  to  about  13,500.  The  two  establishments,  then, 
are  practically  the  aamet  the  object  of  the  present  bill 
is  to  revive  the  establishment  of  1815,  with  some  dimi* 
nulion  in  the  general  staff,  but,  as  establishments,  they 
may  he  considered  as  the  same.  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cilhovb]  opposes  the  present  in- 
crease, and  opposes  it  in  all  its  branches — rank  and  file, 
general  staff,  and  expense;  and  he  opposes  it  upon  all 
the  grounds  which  can  be  tsbumcd  against  a  sianding 
army  in  time  of  peace — unnecessary,  unwise,  dangerous, 
contrary  to  republican  maxima,  only  teiidinfr  to  expend 
public  money  without  public  advantage,  aUrtningty  in- 
creasing the  patronage  of  the  Government,  multiplying 
tbe  sources  of  corruption,  and  endangering  all  thai  is 
dear  in  the  eyes  of  the  patriot,  tlie  sage,  and  the  states- 
man, and  preventing  a  distribution  of  the  surplus.  Very 
good,  (sud  Mr.  B.)  Fine  charges^  these,  ^aiust'lhc 
12,500  men  proposed  to  here-established  by  ibis  bill! 
Let  us  see  how  they  will  be  answered  in  a  report  in  de- 
fence of  the  same  establishment,  when  in  fiut  tbey  were 
]3,656;  and  when  the  population  of  the  country  was 
only  half  what  it  now  is,  and  its  frontier  much  less;  for 
Florida  waa  not  then  acqDired. 
Mr.  B.  then  read: 

"In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  llep: 
resentaiives,  passed  the  17th  of  April  last,  (1816,) 
diiecting  the  Secretary  of  War  to  *  report,  at  an  early 
period  of  the  next  sesiion  of  Congress,  whetlier  any* 
and,  if  any,  what  reduction  may  be  made  in  the  military 
peace  establiahment  of  the  United  States  with  safely  to 
the  fiublic  service,'  he,  1  bare  tbe  honor  to  submit  the 
fulluwing  report: 

"  Pursuing  ihe  subject  in  theor>'er  in  which  it  has  been 
stated,  the  first  qtiestiun  which  offers  itself  fur  consider- 
ation tt^  whether  our  military  ealablishment  can  be  re- 
duced witb  safety  to  the  public  service,  or  can  its  ex- 
pendiiures  he  with  propriety  reduced,  by  reducing  the 
army  itstlf.  •  •  •  •  ♦ 

*'  The  military  establishments  of  1802  and  1808  have 
been  admitted,  almost  universally,  to  be  sufficiently 
small.  The  latter,  it  is  true,  received  an  enlargement 
from  the  uncertain  state  of  our  foreign  relations  at  that 
lime;  but  (he  former  was  established  at  a  period  uf  pro* 
foOnd  quiet,  (the  commencement  of  Mr.  Jefferson*:! 
administration,)  and  was  prufessedly  reduced,  with  a 
view  lo  economy,  lo  the  smallest  number  then  supposed 
tu  be  consistent  with  the  public  safety.  Assuming  these 
as  B  standard,  and  comparing  the  present  establishment 
with  them,  and  taking  into  comparison  the  incrCBse  uf 
the  country,  a  satisfactory  opinitfn  may  be  formed  on  a 
subject  which  might  otherwiie  admit  of  a  g^eat  diversity 
of  opinion.  *  *  Our  military  pt-ace  cslablisli-  * 
ment  is  limited,  by  the  act  of  1815,  passed  at  the  ter- 
mination of  the  late  war,  at  10,000  men.  The  corps  of 
engineers  and  uf  ordnance,  by  that  and  a  subsequent  act, 
were  retained  as  tliey  then  existed;  and  the  President 
was  directed  to  cunsiiluie  the  e&lablishment  of  sucli 
portions  of  artillery,  infantry,  and  riflemen,  as  he  might 
jurige  proper.  The  general  orders  of  the  l^th  of  May, 
1815,  fix  the  artillery  at  3,300;  the  light  artillery  at 
660;  tbe  infantry  5,440;  and  the  rifle  660  privates  and 
matrosses.  Ducumeiit  A  exhibiu  a  statement  of  the 
military  eslabliahment,  including  the  general  staff,  as  at 
present  oi^nized;  and  U  fxhibilsa  similar  view  of  those 
of  1803  and  1808;  by  a  reference  to  which  it  will  ap- 
pear that  our  military  establiabmenis,  at  the  respective 
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period!,  taken  in  tbe  order  of  their  datei,  preient  in 
*KK"'K*t«  of*  3,323.  9,996,  and  12,656.  It  is  obvioua 
that  the  Cilablishment  of  1808,  compared  with  the  then 
population  and  wealth  of  the  country,  the  number  and 
extent  of  military  potta,  ia  larger  in  proportion  than  the 
preaentt  but  the  unaettird  alale  of  our  r«laUoni  with 
Fntnce  and  England  at  that  period  renden  the  com- 
pariton  not  entirely  Jurt.  Paaaing,  then,  that  of  1808« 
let  na  compare  the  eaUbliahment  of  1802  with  tbe  prei. 
entt  To  form  a  correct  compariion,  it  will  be  neceaaary 
to  compare  the  capacity  and  neceaaitiea  of  the  country 
then  with  those  of  the  present  time.  Since  that  period 
our  population  has  nearly  doubled,  and  our  veallh  more 
than  doubled.  We  have  added  Louisiana  to  our  possea* 
aiona,  and  with  it  a  Rreat  extent  of  frontier^  both  mari- 
time and  inland.  With  the  extension  of  our  frontier, 
and  the  increase  of  our  commercial  eitiea,  our  military 
poita  and  fortifications  have  been  greatly  multiplied.  • 
*  *  If,  then,  the  military  ettabliahment  of  1802  be 
aatiimed  to  be  aa  small  as  was  then  consiatent  with  the 
safety  of  the  country,  our  preaent  eatabli^bment,  when 
we  take  into  tbe  comparison  the  prodigioua  increaae  of 
wealth,  population,  extent  of  territory,  number  and 
distance  of  military  posts,  cannot  be  pronounced  exiran- 
gant)  but,  on  the  contrary,  after  a  fair  and  full  com- 
parison, that  of  the  former  period  must,  in  proportion 
to  the  necessities  and  capacity  of  the  country,  be  admit- 
ted to  he  quite  as  large  as  the  present;  and,  on  the 
assumption  that  tbe  establishment  of  1802  was  as  small 
as  (be  public  safely  would  then  admit,  a  reduction  of  the 
expense  of  our  present  establishment  cannot  be  made, 
with  safe^  to  the  public  aervice,  by  reducing  the  army. 
In  coming  to  this  conclusion,  I  have  not  overlooked  the 
maxim  lhat  a  large  standing  army  Is  dangerous  to  the 
liberty  of  tbe  country,  and  thrt  our  ultimate  reliance 
for  defence  ought  to  be  on  the  militia.  *  *  To 
conaider  the  present  army  aa  dangerous  to  our  libet-ty 
partake^  it  ii  coneeired,  more  of  timidiiy  dian  vlidom. 
***** 

*'  The  stair,  as  organized  by  the  act  of  the  last  leasion, 
combines  simplicity  with  efficiency,  and  is  eon^ered  to 
be  superior  to  that  of  the  periods  to  which  I  hare  refer* 
ence.  In  estimating  the  expenses  of  the  ermy,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  sliflT,  the  two  most  expensive 
branches  of  it  (the  engineer  and  ordnnnce  departments) 
ought  not  fairly  to  be  included.  Their  duties  are  con- 
nected with  the  permanent  preparation  and  defence  of 
the  country,  and  have  so  little  reference  to  the  existing 
military  establishment,  lhat  if  the  army  were  rednced  to 
a  single  regiment,  no  reduction  eould  safely  be  made  in 
either  of  them.  To  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  duties 
of  the  other  branches  of  the  staff*,  and  consequently  the 
number  of  officers  required,  we  muat  take  into  consid- 
eration not  only  the  number  nf  the  troops,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  number  of  officers  required,  but,  what  ia 
equally  essential,  (he  number  of  posts  and  extent  of 
country  which  they  occupy.  Were  our  militiry  estitb- 
liahnent  reduced  one  half,  it  ia  obTtout  lhat,  if  the  aame 
posts  continued  to  be  ocoapied  which  now  are,  the  tame 
number  of  officers  in  the  quartermagter'a,  comnutsary'^ 
paymaaler's,  medical,  and  adjutant  and  inspector  gen- 
eral's departments  would  be  required. 

"  To  compare,  then,  is  it  is  sometimes  done,  our  staff" 
with  those  of  European  armies  assembled  in  large  bodies, 
is  manifeatly  unfair.  The  act  of  the  last  bession,  it  is 
believed,  haa  msde  all  tbe  reduction  which  ought  to  be 
attempted.  It  has  rendered  the  stsfT  efficient,  without 
making  it  ezpennve.  Such  a  atuff'ts  not  only  indispen-- 
sable  to  the  efficiency  of  the  army,  but  is  also  necesBary 
to  a  proper  economy  of  its  disbursements)  and  should 
an  attempt  be  made  it  retrenchment,  by  reducing  tbe 
preaent  number,  it  would,  in  its  consequence^  pruba* 
bty  prore  wasteful  and  extravagant. 


**  In  fact,  DO  part  of  our  military  organixation  requlrea 
more  attention  in  peace  than  the  gcnersi  smff*.  It  is  in 
every  service  Invariably  the  last  in  attaining  perfection) 
and,  if  neglected  in  peace,  when  there  ia  leiaure,  it  will 
be  impotuble,  in  the  midal  of  tbe  hurry  and  bustle  of 
war,  to  bring  it  to  perfection.  It  b  in  peace  that  it 
should  receive  a  perfect  organixation,  and  (bat  the  ofl> 
cers  should  be  trained  to  method  and  ponctualityt  ao 
that,  at  the  commencement  of  a  war,  instead  of  creating 
anew,  nothing  more  ^ould  be  necessary  than  to  give  to 
it  the  necessary  enlargement.  In  this  country,  partioo. 
larly,  the  staff* cannot  be  neglected  with  Impunity.  Diffi- 
cult as  its  operationa  are  in  actusl  aervice  every  where, 
it  haa  here  to  encounter  great  and  peculiar  impediments, 
from  the  extent  of  the  eoantiTt  tbe  badnesa  and  fre- 
quently the  want  of  mads,  and  the  sudden  and  unex- 
pected calls  which  are  often  made  on  the  militia.  If  it 
could  be  shown  lhat  tbe  staff,  in  its  present  extent,  was 
not  necessary  in  peace,  it  would,  with  the  view  taken, 
be  unwise  to  lop  off  any  of  ita  braiMshes  which  would  be 
necessary  in  actual  service.  With  a  defective  staff*,  wa 
must  csrry  on  our  military  operations  under  great  diaad- 
vantages,  and  fee  exposed,  particularly  at  the  eonmcnce- 
ment  of  a  war,  to  great  loases,  embarrassments^  and 
disastera.  •  •  •  •  • 

«*  Tbe  next  queation  which  presents  itself  for  consid- 
eration is,  can  the  expenaes  of  our  military  eatabUsh* 
ment  be  reduced  without  injury  to  the  public  service, 
by  reducing  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  and 
soldiera*  There  is  no  class  in  the  community  whose 
compensation  baa  advanced  less,  since  Uie  termination  of 
the  war  of  the  Rerohition,  than  that  of  tbe  officers  and 
soldiers  of  our  army.  While  money  has  depreciated 
more  rapidly  than  at  any  other  period,  and  ttie  price  of 
all  the  necessaries  of  life  has  advanced  proportionably, 
their  compensation  has  remained  nearly  stationary.  The 
effects  are  aeverely  felt  by  the  subaltern  officers-  It 
requires  the  most  rigid  economy  for  them  to  subaist  on 
ihetr  pay  and  emoluments.  Uocumenta  marked  F  and 
G  exhibit  the  pay  and  subwatenne  during  tbe  Ben^ 
Hon  -and  aa  at  preaent  ealabririiedi  and  document 
marked  H  exhibila  the  allowance  of  clothing,  iuel« 
forsge,  tranaportation,  quarters,  waiter^  atationery,  and 
straw,  at  the  termination  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
in  1803,  1815,  and  1818.  By  a  reference  to  those  doc- 
uments it  «-ill  be  seen  lhat,  under  most  of  the  heads,  the 
variations  of  the  different  periods  have  been  very  amall, 
and  that,  on  a  comparison  of  the  whole,  tbe  pay  of  an 
officer  ia  not  near  equal  now  (if  allowance  ia  made  for 
the  depreciation  of  money)  to  what  it  waa  during  the 
Revolution.  I  will  abstain  from  further  remarks,  aa  it 
must  be  obvious,  from  these  atatementi,  that  the  ex* 
pense  of  our  military  establishment  cannot  be  materially 
reduced  without  injury  to  the  public  service,  by  redu- 
cing the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  oflicera  and  aol- 
diers.'* 

Having  read  theae  extracts  from  the  report  of  tiie  tbca 
Secretary  at  War,  and  now  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Calbohv,}  Mr.  B.  said  that  every  word  of  It  applied 
with  double  force  in  favor  of  the  bill  which  lhat  Senator 
was  now  opposing.  Every  reaaon  which  he  gavcagainat 
reducing  the  military  establishment  in  1818  appUea  with 
double  force  in  favor  of  raising  it  now  lo  what  it  wav 
then.  That  report  was  then  sanctioned  by  Congrean. 
It  prevented  the  redaction  of  tbe  army.  Not  a  man  waa 
reduced  at  that  lime,  nor  for  three  ycara  afterward^  nor 
'until  the  exhausted  state  of  tbe  Treasury  compelled  reduo* 
lions  of  expense  at  all  practicable  points,  and  included 
the  army  tn  tbe  objects  on  which  retrenchment  fell.  Tb« 
repoK  prevented  tbe  reduction  in  1818*  the  emplinesa 
of  the  Treasury  caused  the  reduct*ion  in  1831 1  and  now, 
when  the  Treasury  is  full  again,  and  when  tbe  wauta  of 
the  aervice  are  ao  urgent  for  an  incrcMcd  foice,  and 
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when  experienee  b«t  proved  tbe  miMhiefa  rcMlting 
from  the  reduclion,  lurely  the  lound  irgnmentt  in  the 
report  oujfht  to  hftve  their  full  weight  in  re-esUbliihing 
the  military  force  at  what  it  then  waa.  Mr.  B.  said  that 
be  hid  not  read  tbii  report  for  the  purpoae  of  ahowing 
Inconaiatency  in  the  Senator  from  South  Carolinai  that 
would  be  •  atnall  buainesa  for  him  to  eni^age  in,  and  a 
budnen  which  tie  bad  never  followed.  He  bid  read  it 
for  the  aound  ar^menta  wMch  it  contained,  and  in  an- 
•wer  to  the  unaound  arpimenta,  ai  he  conceived  them 
to  be,  which  the  author  of  the  report,  in  hit  preaent  ca- 
pacity of  Senator,  had  used  against  the  bill  now  depend- 
ing,  to  raise  the  strength  of  the  army  to  what  it  then 
waa.  He  bad  read  it  for  the  argument!  and  if  a  ahow  of 
inconaiatency  resulted,  it  was  an  incident,  and  not  an  ob- 
ject,  nf  the  reading.  He  repealed,  be  had  read  it  for  the 
argumentt  and  must  be  permitted  to  insist  that  what  waa 
a  good  argument  igainit  reducing  the  army  below  19  656 
in  1818,  waa  a  far  better  argument  in  favor  of  raising  it 
to  about  13,000  now.  The  reasons  were  far  stronger 
in  favor  of  that  number  now  than  then.  In  the  first 
place,  tbe  extent  of  our  frontier  line  is  greatly  increaard 
since  that  time.  Florida  haa  been  since  acquired,  and 
bat  given  a  great  extent  of  frontier]  for,  being  a  penin- 
itila  in  one  part,  and  stretching  along  the  Gulf  and  At- 
bntie  coast  on  two  sides,  it  is  all  frontier,  and  suscepti- 
ble only  of  a  thin  population,  and  requires  more  defence 
than  any  other  of  equal  extent,  either  in  our  own  coun- 
try or  any  country  upon  the  globe.  With  Florida  came 
the  ialanda  Key  West,  the  Dry  Torlugas,  and  othera, 
all  requiring  fort*  and  garriions.  In  the  next  place, 
the  number  of  our  fortifications  and  military  post*  haa 
ffreatly  increased  riace  1818,  and  requires  an  increased 
force  to  man  them.  In  the  third  place,  the  whole  Indi- 
an popalation  of  the  United  Statea  are  now  accumulated 
•n  the  weakest  frontier  of  the  Union— tbe  Western,  and 
Southwestern,  and  Norlhwestern  frontier— and  they  are 
not  only  sccumulated  there,  but  sent  there  smarting 
with  the  lash  of  recent  cbsstiaement,  burning  i^ith  re- 
venge for  recent  defeats,  completely  armed  by  the  Uni- 
ted Btater,  and  placed  in  communication  with  the  wild 
Indiana  of  the  West,  the  numerous  and  fierce  tribes  to- 
wards Mexico,  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  the  North- 
west, who  have  never  felt  our  arms,  and  who  will  be 
ready  to  join  in  any  inroad  upon  our  frontiers.  In  the 
fourth  place,  experience  has  shown  that  the  present 
army  is  too  small— that  the  then  Secretary  at  War  was 
right  in  1818,  in  saying  that  it  could  not  be  reduced  with 
Bafety  to  tbe  country.  The  Secretary  of  1818  was 
right  in  this  opinion.  The  country  has  suffered  vastly 
from  iti  it  has  aufiered  in  live^  property,  and  money. 
Tbe  Black  Hawk  war,  wh'ioh  cost  three  miirions  of  mo< 
ney,  many  lives,  and  the  breaking  up  of  the  Illinois  fron- 
tier, took  place  because  the  force  on  the  upper  Missis- 
sippi was  too  small  to  command  the  respect  of  tlie  Indi- 
ans. Tbe  Florida  war,  which  haa.  cost  seven  millions  of 
money,  occasioned  tbe  loss  of  so  inany  lives,  and  the  de- 
vastation of  four  countief,  would  never  have  taken  place 
if  an  adequate  force  had  been  in  that  quarter.  Tbe 
massscrs  of  faniliea,  and  the  devaalation  of  farms  and 
plinialiona^  which  look  place  in  Georgia  and  Alabama 
laat  summer,  were  the  fruit  of  our  small  military  estab- 
lishment. Mr.  B.  did  not  undertake  to  say  that  the  In- 
dians, in  all  these  instances,  did  not  believe  that  they 
had  some  grievances  lo  complain  of,  and  for  which  they 
were  entitled  lo  redress;  but  what  he  did  mean  to  say 
waa  this:  that  if  we  had  possessed  a  military  force  to' 
have  been  respected  by  tliem,  they  would  have  left  the 
redress  of  these  grievances  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stales,  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  instead  of 
taking  vengeance  into  their  own  bands,  and  executing 
It,  not  upon  tboae  of  whom  they  complained,  but  against 
jonocent  persona— against  tbe  women  and  children  even. 


who  could  do  them  no  wrong.  In  the  fifkb  place. 
Nr.  B.  1^  the  country  was  twice  aa  populoui  and 
twice  as  wcaltby  now  as  it  was  in  1818,  and  therefore  re- 
quired a  larger  military  eatabliabment  now  than  then. 
For  these  reasons,  Mr.  B.  insisted  that  the  report  frocn 
which  he  had  read  was  far  atronger  in  favor  of  raising 
the  military  establishment  to  about  12,000  now,  than  it 
was  against  reducing  it  betow  that  number  at  the  time 
\\  waa  made.  Add  to  this  the  pertinent  ranark,  so  often 
made  by  the  tben  Secretary  of  War  in  the  report 
1818,  that  13,000  men  was  leas  tbe  increaie  of  tetiito. 
ry,  wealth,  and  popolattwi,  considered— than  tbe  pcaeo 
establishment  of  Mr.  Jefferaon  wu  in  1803.  An  eitab- 
liibment  now,  in  proportion  to  that,  would  exceed 
30,000.men. 

Mr.  B.  having  shown  how  cogently  the  report  of 
1818  applied  in  favor  of  raising  the  strength  of  the  arm/ 
to  the  number  proposed  in  the  bill,  would  also  ahow  that 
it  was  equally  cogent  in  favor  of  raising  the  general 
ataff.  He  remarked  that  the  reduction  of  1831  fr  II  upon 
two  branches  of  the  establishment— «pon  tbe  rank  and 
file  and  on  the  general  stalT.  Begging  the  Senate  to 
recollect  and  well  to  consider  all  that  was  said  in  tbe  re- 
port of  1818  in  favor  of  keeping  up  a  numeroua  and  effi- 
cient ataff*,  and  tbe  opinion  so  fully  and  elsborately  given 
that  the  staff  of  that  period  waa  aa  small  in  number  as 
the  public  service  would  permit,  Mr.  B.  would  first 
state,  in  general,  and  tben  show  in  detail,  that  tbe  gen« 
eral  staff,  as  proposed  to  be  increased  in  this  bill,  was 
still  considerably  below  that  of  1818i  and,  consequently, 
that  the  objections  to  reduction,  made  at  that  time,  ap- 
plied with  infinitely  more  force  in  favor  of  augmentation 
now.  The  general  staff  was  reduced  almost  to  nothing 
in  1831|  it  was  almost  abolishedt  and  the  conseqoenee 
has  been  an  immense  injury  to  the  public  service.  It  is 
now  proposed  to  raise  it,  but  not  to  raise  it  so  high  aa  it 
was  before  the  reduction;  and  to  tliia  augmentation  tbe 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cubodr]  vehement- 
ly objects.  Without  reading  over  again  that  part  of  hia 
report  of  1818  which  applied  to  this  branch  of  tbe  re- 
duction, Mr.  B.  would  show  that  the  augmentation  now 
proposed  was  far  beluv  that  which  he  then  so  elaborate- 
ly eulogized,  so  completely  demonatraled  to  be  necessa- 
ry, ana  so  triumphantly  reacued  from  reduction  or  dimi- 
nution. 

Mr.  B.  Oten  proceeded  to  show,  in  detail,  that  the 
general  staff*  was  greater  in  1618  than  it  was  proposed 
to  be  made  by  the  pending  bill.  Beginning  with  the 
adjutant  general's  and  inspector  general's  departments, 
be  said  that  they  consislrd  of  thirteen  ofiicerB  in  1818, 
of  three  now,  and  that  this  proposed  to  add  eight,  making 
eleven.  The  quartermaster  general's  department  con- 
sisted of  nineteen  officers  in  1818,  of  five  now,  and  the 
bill  proposed  to  add  twelve,  making  in  the  whole  seven- 
teen. The  engineers  proper,  and  the  topographical 
engineers,  Mr.  B.  said,  were  nominally  increased,  but  in 
reality  not)  for  tbe  act  of  18S4,  which  allowed  the  Presi- 
dent to  employ  an  unlimited  number  of  civil  engineers, 
and  under  which  a  great  number  were  wnstantly-em- 
ployed,  waa  to  be  repealed  by  a  section  of  this  bill,  so 
that  tlw  discontinuance  of  those  now  employed  under 
that  act  would  be  equal,  or  superior,  to  the  contem- 
plated additions.  In  the  ordnance  department,  Mr.  B. 
said  there  were  forty-four  officers  in  1816,  but  fourteen 
now,  and  only  twenty-two  were  proposed  to  be  added, 
making  In  the  whole  thirty-six,  and  being  eight  less  than 
in  1818.  Mr.  B.  had  gone  over  this  comparative  state 
of  numbers,  both  in  the  line  and  in  the  general  sufiV  fw 
the  purpose  of  showing  to  the  Senator  from  South  Caro* 
lina  [Mr.  Calhocii}  that  the  aggregate  of  the  army  would 
be  no  greater  under  this  bill  than  it  waa  in  1618,  when 
he  BO  nobly  and  efficiently  defended -it,  and  that  the  gen- 
eral Staff'  wouU  atill  be  less  Iban  it,was  at  that  time,  ai>^ 
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when  he  BO  well  argueil,  u  subiequent  events  had  proved, 
that  it  could  not  be  reduced  without  inflicling  injury  tip- 
on  the  public  service.  This,  he  thouglit,  ought  to  be  i 
Bufficient  answer  to  that  Senator's  present  objeetiont.  If 
they  were  not,  and  ir  the  Secretary  at  War  under  Mr. 
Monroe's  admintatrttion  wii  not  able  to  contend  sue- 
eeaafully  vitb  the  present  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
be  would  introduce  into  this  debate  anotlier  genlleman, 
and  eUiin  the  t\%\A  of  his  opinions  in  aid  of  the  quondam 
Beoretaryt  it  was  a  gentleman  who  was  a  Representative 
in  Congress  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina  during  the 
late  war,  and  for  a  year  or  two  after  it|  and  who,  at  Ibe 
close  of  the  war,  was  in  favor  of  the  military  peace  ea- 
Ublishmcnt  of  twenty  thousand  men  recommended  by 
Mr.  Monroe,  and  of  the  fifteen  thousand  voted  by  the 
Senate,  and  who  then  repelled,  rebuked,  and  scouted  in 
terms  of  indignation,  auch  doctrines  as  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  haa  this  day  held.  This  is  an  extract 
from  one  of  the  tperches  on  this  subject  which  that  gen- 
iteiDan  then  made: 

"  As  a  proof,  said  Mr.  CAtHouif,  that  the  situation  of 
the  country  naturally  inclines  ua  to  loo  much  feebleness 
rather  than  to  too  mucb  violence,  I  refer  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  on  this  floor  men  who  are  entirely  opposed  to 
armies,  to  navies  to  every  means  of  defence.  Sir,  if 
their  politics  prevail,  the  country  will  be  disarmed,  at 
the  mercy  of  any  foreign  Power.  On  the  other  side, 
air,  there  is  no  excess  of  military  fervor,  no  party  in- 
clining to  military  despotism;  for  though  a  charge  of  such 
a  disposition  has  been  made  by  a  gentleman  in  debate,  it 
is  without  the  shadow  of  foundation.  V\'liat  is  Ihe  fact 
in  regard  to  the  army?  Does  It  bear  out  his  assertion?  la 
it  even  proportionally  larger  now  than  it  was  in  1801-'^, 
the  period  which  the  gentleman  conMders  the  standard 
of  political  perfection?  It  was  then  about  4,000  men;  it 
waa  larger  in  proportion  than  an  army  of  10,000  would 
now  be.  The  charge  of  a  disposition  to  make  this  a  mili- 
tary Gorernment  exists  only  in  the  imaginations  of  gen- 
tlement  it  cannot  be  svpported  by  fucist  it  is  contrary  to 
proof  and  to  evidence." 

To  complete  this  branch  of  his  argument,  (this  argu- 
mtntum  ad hominem,  as  the  Inglciana  called  it,)  (he  argu- 
ment to  the  man,  and  in  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  never  in- 
dulged unless  extorted  from  him,  he  would  cite  another 
passage  from  the  speech  of  ihe  Representative  from 
South  Carolina  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1816, 
in  which  that  Iteppesentative  went  for  national  defence 
generally,  and  for  fortifications  especially,  and  carried 
his  patriotic  zeal  so  far  as  to  pronounce  any  future  ad- 
minifctration,  which  should  neglect  these  defence^  en- 
titled to  the  "  execration  of  the  country!"  Hear  him: 

"  There  was  another  point  of  preparation  which  (Mr. 
Calhouk  Ea'd)  ought  not  to  be  overlooked:  the  defence 
of  ouf  coast  by  means  other  than  the  navy,  on  vbtcli  we 
ought  to  rely  mainly,  but  not  entirely.  The  coast  is 
our  weak  part,  which  ought  to  be  rendered  strong,  if  it 
be  in  our  power  to  make  it  so.  Ttiere  are  two  points 
on  oar  coast  particularly  weak — the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippt  and  the  Chesapeake  bay — which  ought  to  be 
cautiously  attended  toj  not,  however,  neglecting  others. 
The  administration  which  leaves  these  Ih  o  points  in  an- 
other war  without  fortification  ought  to  receive  Ihe  ex- 
ecration of  the  country.  Look  nt  the  facility  sffurded 
by  the  Chesapeake  bay  to  maritime  Power*  in  attacking 
iia.  If  we  estimate  with  it  the  margin  of  rivers  naviga- 
ble for  vessels  of  war,  it  adds  fourteen  hundred  miles  at 
lenst  to  the  line  of  our  seacoast,  and  that  of  the  worst 
character!  fur  when  an  enemy  is  there,  it  is  without  the 
fear  of  being  driven  from  it;  he  has,  besides,  the  power 
of  assaulting  two  shores  at  the  same  time,  and  must  be 
expected  on  both.  Under  sueh  circumstances,  no  de- 
gree of  expense  would  be  too  |[reit  for  its  defence.  Tbe 
nurgio  of  the  bay  Is,  besides,  an  extremely  ^ekly 


one,  end  fatal  to  the  militia  of  the  upper  country.  How 
it  ia  to  be  defended,  military  and  naval  men  will  best 
judge;  but  I  believe  that  steam  frigates  ought,  at  least, 
to  constitute  a  part  of  tbe  means;  the  expense  of  which, 
however  grcst»  tbe  people  ought,  and  would  diecrfully 
besr." 

Mr.  D.  commended  thia  paragraph  from  tbe  speech 
of  the  South  Carolina  Representative  in  1816,  in  favor  of 
fortifications,  even  at  the  expense  of  taxen,  to  the  favor- 
able attention  of  Ihe  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  who 
now  opposes  a  bill  for  fortifications,  even  in  the  Chesa- 
peake bay,  while  the  1'reaaury  is  Bluffed,  crammed, 
goi^d,  and  distended,  with  money,  for  which  we  can 
find  no  eomtitutional  object  of  expenditure.  It  was  a 
pity  the  present  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  not  on 
more  intimate  terms  at  present  with  the  quondam  Sec- 
retary at  War  and  Representative.  It  would  certainly 
put  him  on  better  terms  with  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson,  which  was  now  duing,  in  despite  of  Ihe 
opposition  of  the  present  Senator,  the  things  which  the 
furmer  Secretary  and  Representative  most  nobly  advoca- 
ted, and  for  the  possible  omission  of  which  the  ezecra- 
lions  of  the  country  were  imprecated  in  advance! 

Mr.  B.,  having  finished  the  argamentum  ad  komihem, 
would  next  have  recourse  to  the  argumentum  ad  judi- 
cium— the  argument  to  the  judgment — and  hoped  to 
convince  the  Senate  that  all  the  provisions  in  the  bill 
were  necessary  and  proper  in  tbeniaelves,  and  deserved 
to  be  passed  into  law.  Me  said  it  had  been  already  ob- 
served that  the  great  reduction  oF  tbe  military  est^lisb- 
ment  in  1831  fell  upon  two  branches  of  the  army,  name- 
ly, the  rank  and  file  and  the  genera]  staff.  No  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  the  regiments  or  in  tbe  number 
of  the  officers  of  the  line  had  been  made;  but,  by  strip- 
ping the  regiments  of  men,  and  nearly  abolishing  the 
general  staff,  a  slieleton  establishment -had  been  pro- 
duced, extorted  by  the  exhausted  state  of  our  finances 
in  1821,  and  ready  to  be  filled  up  uben  the  finances 
were  restored,  and  the  public  service  required.  Both 
these  coniiflgencits  have  now  happened.  The  finances 
are  restored,  and  the  public  service  imperiously  requires 
Ihe  skeleton  regiments  to  be  filled  up,  and  the  abolished 
staff  to  be  recreated.  The  present  strength  of  the 
army  was  wholly  inadequate  to  the  guarding  and  man- 
ning of  the  posts  and  furls  stretched  along  a  circumfer- 
ence of  nine  thourand  miles  of  frontier;  much  less  to  re- 
pel incursions  or  to  suppress  tbe  hostilities  of  tbe  In- 
diana.  At  every  alarm,  heavy  drafis,  at  great  expense, 
were  made  upon  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  the  Stalest 
at  every  breaking  nut  of  hostilities,  large  bodies  of  these 
troops  were  called  into  the  field.  During  the  past 
year,  not  Ices  than  twenty-six  thousand  militia  and  volun- 
teers, mostly  mounted  men,  had  been  mustered  into  ser- 
vice. A  regiment  of  Arkansas  rohinteen  are  now  doing 
garrison  duty  on  the  frontiers  of  that  State.  If  this  bill 
is  not  passed,  annual  and  perpetual  calls  must  be  made 
on  tbe  militia  and  volunteers,  to  supply  the  defect  of  the 
regular  troop't.  The  expense  of  a  full  establishment,  and 
far  more  than  that  expense,  would  be  incurred.  A  proper 
sense  of  economy  alone  would  require  the  regiments  to 
be  filled  up.  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  in  vain,  and  looked  a 
little  like  tlie  use  of  the  argumenfum  ad  ignonmUam—~ 
an  argument  founded  on  the  supposed  ignorance  of  the 
hearers — fur  the  Senator  from  Sopth  Carolina,  [Hr.  Cai- 
iiotjff,]  whu  had  once  presided  over  the  Military  Depart- 
ment, to  undertake  to  frighten  the  Senate  with  an  array 
of  12,000  men.  Every  person  slightly  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  an  simy  will  know  that  13,000  men  on 
paper  is  not  more  than  8,000  or  9,000  in  tbe  field ;  that  from 
the  rapid  Buccession  of  casualties — deaths,  desertions* 
sickness,  accidents,  expirations  of  enlistments — tbe  act- 
ual force  Is  always  one  third  or  one  fourth  less  than  ibc 
author'ifed  furcei  and  thai,  to  obtain  tbe  services  of  a 
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given  number,  a  conaiderably  Itrg;er  number  miut  al. 
vays  be  tutburiied.  Thus  it  u  iX  present.  The  iiggrt- 
gite  force  now  allowed  by  law  ia  near  8,000f  yet  (be 
nonMrieal  force,  on  paper,  at  the  lait  return,  wai  only 
6,333t  and  the  actual  aTailable  force  for  service  was  no 
more  than  4,383.  Thun,  it  is  clear  that  an  aalhorised 
establishment  ur  12,000  will  not  give  more  than  an  aolual 
force  of  8,000  or  9,000;  and  less  than  that  number  cannot 
possibly  man  and  garrison  our  extended  frontier—a  fron- 
tier of 9,000  miles  in  circuit,  without  counting  the  doub- 
lingi  and  indentations  of  the  eoaatt.  Of  this  vast  circuit, 
the  iofand  frontier,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Lake 
Superior,  akmg  the  boundary  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
Missouri,  the  Ues  Moines  settlements,  Wisconsin  Terri- 
tory, and  the  State  of  Michigan,  would  require  an  actual 
available  force  of  6,000  mem  while  the  lake,  maritime, 
and  gulf  coast  would  require  3,000  or 4,000  more)  making 
9,000  or  10,000  men  for  service,  which  an  authorized 
establiriimcnt  of  no  more  than  13,000  can  hardly  ever  give. 
Ur.  B.  repeated,  we  have  regiments  enough.  Seven  of 
infantry,  four  of  artillery,  two  of  dragoon^  making 
thirteen  in  the  whole,  are  enough.  But  these  regiments, 
c^Mcially  tb«  artillery  and  infantry,  are  skeletonat  and 
we  want  them  filled  up.  Their  co'mpaniea  are  allowed 
but  43  men  each,  which  givea  for  service  in  the  field 
the  ridiculous  exhibition  of  35  or  SO  men  for  a  captain 
1e  command !  This  bill  proposes  to  raise  the  infantry 
and  artillery  companies  to  100  men  each,  which  would 
give  for  Mrvica  the  retpeetabia  itrengtb  of  70  or  80 
nen.  Mr.  B.  dilated  on  the  ctHb  oT  the  preaent  unall 
size  of  the  eofflpaniea.  It  was  Injurioua  to  the  disci- 
pline of  the  troops  in  time  of  peace,  and  fata)  to  tbenuelvea 
and  diaaatroua  to  the  country  in  time  of  war.  To  go  no 
-further  for  examplea,  the  present  Florida  war  presented 
numerous  instances  in  which  the  war  would  probably 
have  been  terminated  if  the  officers  in  command  had  bad 
troops  equal  to  (heir  rank.  Thus,  Major  Dade,  instead 
vi  a  malor'B  command  of  four  or  fin  hondred  men,  with 
whom  the  devoted  eour^  and  diseipline  which  be  and 
fcia  brave  band  displayed  would  have  defeated  a  thou- 
•and  Indians,  had  but  a  captain's  command  of  one  bug- 
dredj  General  Clinch,  instrad  of  a  bri^de,  had  half  a 
batialiont  Major  Pierce,  instead  of  a  major's  command, 
bad  a  captain'ti  and  ao  of  other  instancea.  Hence  the 
disaster  of  Major  Dade's  devoted  corpst  hence  the  want 
of  decisive  results  from  General  Clinches  brave  combat 
on  the  Withlacoochie — from  Major  Pierce's  gallant  at- 
tack  at  Furt  Drane — and  from  numeroua  other  instances 
in  which  a  handful  of  men  fuuglit  bravely,  performed 
heroic  actions,  and  did  all  that  courage  and  diieipline 
could  do,  but  were  too  few  in  numbers  to  reap  the  ad- 
vantages of  victory,  even  when  victorious.  The  result 
of  the  whole  haa  been,  tlie  death  of  many  good  soldiers, 
without  adequate  advantage  to  their  ooantqr— -the  en- 
eouragement  of  the  enemy—the  protraction  of  the  war— 
(he  call  for  numerous  volunteers  and  militia — the  in* 
earring  of  an  enormous  expense— end  the  exposure  of 
numeroua  families  to  massacre,  with  the  devaauUon  of 
counties  and  settlenenta  entitled  to  the  proteetkm  of  Uils 
Government. 

Mr.  B.  would  conclude  what  he  had  to  say  on  the  sub- 

i'ect  of  raising  the  rank  and  file  of  the  infantry  and  arttl- 
err,  with  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  ad  mUrim,  (Mr.  Butler,)in  which  th'n  measure  is 
conclusively  shown  to  be  absolutely  neeewaryi 

"10.  Pr^tfuedmerautinrankand^etfariilkrjfmd 
infantry. — In  compliance  with  the  suftgeation  of  Gen- 
eral Macomb,  and  with  my  own  convictions  of  duty,  I  brg 
leave  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  proposal  fur  the  in- 
crease of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  artillery  and  inftntry. 

**  The  insufficiency,  in  several  respecla,  of  nir  preaent 
nUilary  eatabKahnrat  baa  already  been  noticed.   It  is 
smtett  in  the  general  ataff  uid  IM  rank  and  filet  those 
ToK.  zin.— ^3 


arms  of  the  service  being  much  less  numerous^  in  pro- 
portion, than  the  officers  retained  in  the  line  of  the  army> 
The  object  of  Congress  in  this  arrangement  evidently 
was,  on  the  one  bwod,  to  redooe  the  rank  and  file  and 
the  general  staff  to  the  loweat  allowable  pointi  and,  on 
the  other,  to  retain  in  the  line  officers  enough  to  preserve 
an  amount  of  military  knowledge  and  experience  com- 
petent to  the  direction  of  a  large  effective  force,  when- 
ever such  a  force  might  be  recjuired  by  special  emergen- 
cies, or  by  the  permanent  interests  of  the  country. 
This  policy  was  recommended  at  the  time  of  ita  adoption 
(1621)  by  the  existence  of  other  and  more  pressing 
claims  on  the  l>esaury,  and  by  the  companUvely  few 
calls  then  made  for  active  military  operations.  In  both 
these  respects  our  condition  is  now  widely  different. 
The  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  whilst  it  gives  us  the 
ability  to  attend  to  other  subjects  of  national  importance, 
lays  us  under  new  obligations  to  do  so.  We  liave  a  much 
lairger  number  of  fortifications  and  other  poatato  be  gar* 
risoned,  and  our  Indian  relations  have  now  reached  a 
point  which  demands  an  effective,  military  provision. 

' "  There  are  thirty-two  forts  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  each  of  which  ought  to  be  |^r- 
risoned  by  a  force  adequate  at  least  to  the  preservation 
of  the  public  property,  and  to  the  retaining  of  some 
knowledge  of  artillery  practice.  This  will  require,  as 
I  understand,  an  average  of  abodt  ninely^ix  men  to  each 
post,  or  about  three  tho\iaand  in  the  whole.  The  rank 
and  file  of  the  present  regular  amy,  supposing  the  neir 
regiment  of  dragoons  to  be  filled,  amounts  in  the  total 
to  seven  thousand  and  aixteent  from  whidi  number  a 
Urge  deduction  must  always  be  made  for  nekneas,  ar- 
rests, occasional  absence,  and  time  lost  in  recruiting  and 
marching.  The  effective  force,  exclusive  of  oBicer^ 
which  may  be  relied  on  under  the  present  arrangement, 
can  therefore  scarcely  ever  exceed  six  thouaand  meni 
a  force  utterly  inadequate  to  the  necessities  of  the  pub- 
tic  service,  inasmuch  as  it  afford^  after  the  scaaiy  provi' 
sion  for  the  seaboard  above  suggested,  only  about  three 
thousand  for  the  Interior. 

"  In  that  part  of  this  report  which  relates  to  Indian 
fairs,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  specify  some  of  the  weigh* 
ty  reasons  which  make  it  necessary  that  we  should  estab- 
lish, additional  posta  on  our  Weatem  bordera  and  in  the 
Indian  country,  and  that  each  abould  be  permanently 
garrisoned  by  a  respectable  force.  We  have  now  m 
that  region  sixteen  posts,  including  three  temporary  sta- 
tioni^  the  whole  of  which  are  now  occupied  by  about 
three  thousand  men,  including  a  regiment  of  Arkansas 
volunteers  recently  called  into  the  service.  All,  proba- 
bly, will  agree  tliat  the  preaent  force  at  several  of  the 
existing  poats  is  inadequate,  and  a  deliberate  survey  of 
the  immenae  field  of  operations,  and  the  varioua  interests 
involved,  will,  I  think,  lead  to  the  eoaeliMloe  that  this 
branch  of  tbe  service  cannot  safoly  he  lel^  for  the  nnt 
five  or  ten  years,  with  a  force  at  any  lime  leia  than  firoas 
five  to  seven  thousand  men. 

<'  The  seaboard  may  be  provided  for  In  the  manner 
above  suggested,  snd  sdequate  protection  may  be  given 
to  the  interior  and  to  the  Indian  country,  by  augmenting 
the  number  of  men  in  each  company  m  artillery  and  in- 
fantry to  one  hundred.  This  would  increase  Uie  legal 
fiffce,  independently  of  commisrioned  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  of  artillery  and  infantry,  to  twelve 
thousand  and  thirty,  from  which  we  might  at  all  times 
expect  to  command  an  avaiUble  force  of  not  more  than 
about  ten  thousand  effective  men.  Two  plana  for  a  simi- 
lar increase  in  the  rank  and  file  of  thearmy  were  submit* 
ted  to  Congresa  in  the  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War 
of  the  Stb  of  March,  18S6,  and  tfie  icconMnying  coni- 
municationof  General  Macomb  of  the7ihof  tHtnonth, 
both  of  which  commuideations  were  Ud  b^bre  tbe  Sen* 
ftte  of  tbe  United  Btetesk  in  eompHasce  with  e  reaohttion 
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of  that  bodf.  I  rerer  to  theae  documcDU  for  the  dettilt 
of  thoM  pUni,  and  for  in  eitimate  of  the  ezpenie, 
which,  accordinr  to  the  ttfttement  then  n»dr,  would  be, 
for  tbe  inercue  ibore  propoied,  about  |850,000  per  en- 
num.  8ueb  an  addition  to  the  heavy  expenaea  of  our 
preaeirt  establiahraeot  ahould  uodoubtedly  be  wdl  we^h- 
cd  before  it  it  incurred)  but*  if  we  way  judge  rrom  tbe 
expe^ence  of  the  laat  few  yean,  the  measure  is  at  plainly 
called  for  on  the  score  of  economy  aa  it  is  by  other  and 
more  impreiaiTe  coosiderationt.  The  expenses  o<:ca- 
rioned  by  tbe  hostile  aggresuona  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  In- 
diana in  1833,  amounted  to  more  than  |i3,0OO,O0O|  and 
the  atveral  appropriations  for  auppreastng  Indian  boatili- 
tiea,  made  by  Congress  at  the  last  fession,  and  amount- 
ing to  five  millions  of  dollars,  have  already  been  drawn 
from  the  Treasury)  and,  though  a  coniiderable  amount 
iayet  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers,  the  whole  will 
be  required  to  meet  ezpensra  already  incurred. 

**Ifit  be  one  of  the  first  objects  of  legi^tion  loguai^ 
against  the  evUa  of  war.  then  vuat  H  be  adnutted  that 
the  preventloB  of  Indian  bostilitiea*  ao  far  aa  human  fore- 
right  M  competent  to  that  end,  ahould  be  the  great 
care  of  the  Congress  of  tbe  United  Stales.  For,  whilst 
our  exposure  to  such  hostilities  is  imminent,  tbe  evils 
which  attend  them  are  so  peculiar  and  unmitigated  as  to 
bring  on  those  public  agents  who  may  neglect  to  guard 
against  them  the  most  fearful  responsibility.  The  pres- 
ence of  an  adequate  military  force  at  or  near  each  of  the 
point!  where  the  Indians  are  numennts  ia  the  most  ef- 
Kctoal,  if  no:  the  only  cITectual  means  of  aeeuriiy  and 
defence.  In  my  judgment,  aoeh  a  force  cannot  be  fur- 
nished by  our  present  establiriimenti  and,  as  neither  mi- 
litia nor  volunteera  can  be  emplwed  for  permanent  gar- 
risons, the  object  can  only  be  efi&cled  by  the  increase  of 
tbe  regular  army.  I  truat  it  will  be  Qrovided  for  with- 
out deby." 

Mr.  B.  further  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
ftt  Jfu  ad  interim,  to  show  tbe  deKienqr  of  the  gener- 
al etas',  the  injury  to  the  pubUe  aerviee  from  that  defid- 
ency,  and  the  necessity  ofincreasing  it.  He  referred  to 
tbe  following  jMssages  from  his  reporti 

**4.  General  ^lyT-— "The  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
different  staflT  departments  exhibit  a  peraplcuoua  view  of 
their  operations  during  the  psst  year. 

**I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  eommoniea- 
tion  of  the  adjutant  general,  setting  forth  the  dilRcultiea 
which  have  been,  and  are  yet,  expcrieneed  io  varioaa 
branehea  of  tbe  pubKo  aervice,  tot  the  want  of  additiooal 
aUff  officers. 

"The  fiscal  operations  of  the  qoartermasler's  and 
aubaiatence  departments  hare  been  unusually  heavy,  in 
consequence  of  the  hostilities  in  which  the  army  has  been 
empliqred.  It  is  due  to  these  two  imporUnt  srma  of  the 
ierrice  that  1  abouM  state  that,  from  tiie  time  when  ade- 
quate meana  were  placed  at  their  dispoaal  by  Congress, 
nothing  baa  been  omitted,  on  ibeir  part,  to  provide  the 
necessary  supplies  for  the  troops  In  the  field. 

"The  reporter  the  acting  quartermaster  general 
atates  the  progress  made,  or  rather  the  inability  to  make 
progress,  in  tbe  eonslraction  of  the  roads  and  other  works 
with  whicli  tbe  department  is  cbsrgetl.  It  alao  exposes, 
in  a  lucid  and  convincing  manner,  the  utter  insufficiency 
of  this  branch  of  the  service,  as  now  organised  by  law, 
to  tbe  execution  of  the  duties  ctHnmitted  to  it. 

**The  complaints  made  in  tbe  accompanying  papers, 
as  to  the  want  of  sufficient  strength  in  the  staff'  depart- 
ment%  appear  to  me  to  be  well  founded. 

*'The  present  system  seeqns  to  have  been  framed  up- 
on the  principle  of  concentrafing  the  bigness  of  those 
departmenta  at  the  aeat  <^  Governinrn^  and  uT  emplt^- 
Ing  therein  a  very  small  number  of  offioera  commimioned 
In  tbe  Btair,  tbe  deficieneiea  being  wpplied  by  selections 
from  tbe  fiace.   Tbb  arrangement  ia  very  well  adapted 


to  a  time  of  profound  peace,  when  officcrscan  be  spared 
from  the  line  without  injury  to  the  serricet  when  the 
posittona  of  the  troops  are  chiefly  pemunentt  and  when 
tbe  ebangea  wbieb  occur  are  made  with  so  much  delib- 
eration as  to  aflTwd  ample  time  for  preparing  adeqoaM 
means  of  transportation  and  supply.  But  when  large 
bodies  of  troops,  whose  numbers  and  movements  may  be 
varied  by  unforeseen  contingencies,  are  to  be  supplied 
in  the  field,  and  at  a  great  distance  from  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, the  qrstem  is  worse  than  insufficient— it  is  the 
parent  of  expenae,  confusion,  and  dehy.  During  tbe 
time  necessarily  occu|»ed  in  the  transmission  of  despatch- 
es  to  and  of  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  the 
state  of  things  may  be  so  entirely  changed  as  to  render 
the  instructions  inapplicable)  and,  even  if  it  remain  unal- 
tered, the  loBsof  timein  military  operations  is  always  a 
great  evil,  and  sometimes  a  fatal  one.  To  prevent  in. 
conveniences  of  thia  sort,  it  is  evidently  necessary  that 
stsff  officers  of  experience  and  rank  should  be  associated 
with  the  commander,  and,  to  aopply  aueb  associateak  the 
ataffdepartmentsmtutbeentargcd.  On  tbe  ether  hand, 
to  make  the  line  of  tbe  aru^  truly  elTeetive,  officers 
should  not  be  Uken  for  sUff  aervice,  or  other  detached 
duties,  in  large  numbers,  nor  for  long  periods,  from  their 
companies.  And  when,  to  relieve  the  weakness  of  the 
staff  on  a  presung  contingency,  officers  are  selected  from 
the  line,  the  difnculty,  instead  of  being  remedied,  is  on- 
ly exchanged  for  a  new  and  possibly  a  greater  one* 
The  embarraasmenta  occasioned  by  tbew  causes,  during 
the  operations  of  tbe  year,  have  bieen  <tf  constant  recur- 
rence, and  of  tbe  moat  aerious  character. 

*'  Of  the  works  authorixed  by  acta  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  belonging  to  tbe  ordnance  de- 
partment, all  have  t>een  greatly  delayed,  and  aome  eiv 
tirely  suspended,  by  the  want  of  the  necesury  officeva 
to  conduct  them.  The  interests  of  the  aerrioe,  as  well 
as  tbe  just  claims  of  contractors,  whose  payments  ara 
frequently  delayed  from  inabilit]  to  make  the  proper  in. 
speetiont,  call  loudly  for  an  increaae  of  thia  coraa." 

Mr.  B.  also  referred  to  the  reports  of  the  dinerent  of- 
ficers at  the  head  of  difFcrent  branches  of  the  staff,  and 
of  the  engineers,  topographical  engineer!,  and  ordnance^ 
to  show  tbe  necessity  of  the  augmentation  proposed. 

From  AdjuUnt  General  Jones'^  report  he  readt 

*<  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  public  aerviec  has  aoF> 
fered,  and  continues  to  suffer,  for  want  of  an  adequate 
ataflf  for  service  in  the  field,  and  habitual  duly  with  tbe 
troops.  This  haa  been  demonstrated  in  our  recent  mili- 
tary operations)  and  the  lamentable  deficiency,  both  is 
number  and  of  the  proper  description  of  staff*  offieen^  at 
every  point  where  troops,  whether  regular  or  militia, 
have  been  concentrated  or  been  put  in  motion,  ia  too 
palpable,  and  ought  not  to  be  doubted  by  any  whose  du- 
ty it  may  be  to  know  the  wants  and  understand  the  true 
condition  of  tbe  army.  The  miRtary  operationa  under 
Generals  Gsines,  Beolt,  Jcsup,  Clinch,  Euslis,  See.,  and 
varioua  official  reports,  rtiow  the  destitute  state  of  ttie 
service,  as  to  the  inadequacy  of  tbtf  adjutant  general'^ 
inspector's  and  quartermaitei^  departments  ttf  the  ataff 
in  the  field." 

From  the  report  of  Major  Croas  he  read  as  rollowti  ' 
"Charged  as  I  am  but  temporarily  with  the  direction  of 
the  quartermaster'a  department,  1  feel  rettrained  from 
making  many  aoggrations  in  rebtion  to  it  which  would 
come  with  more  propriety  from  its  chief,  now  abaent  on 
a  high  and  important  command)  but  there  are  some  that 
I  cannot  omit,  consistently  with  a  faithful  diactwrge  of 
the  tnial  confided  to  me.  I'he  necessity  for  an  improv- 
ed organization  of  the  department  is  one  of  them.  Thia 
has  been  represented  heretofore  to  your  prcdeceaaor, 
and  was,  by  him,  brought  before  Cot^rcaa  at  the  bat 
aession.  It  w  now  my  duly  to  repeat  the  suggcttion,  and 
to  urge  it  vith  etmcktnea»» 

Digitized  by  Google 


821 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS.^ 


822 


Fm.  16,  1837.]  tnereme  of  the  Army.  [Swati. 


'  *'There  is,  perhapi,  no  country,  considering  the  rela- 
tire  force,  where  the  dultei  of  the  quirtcrmtster**  de* 
partimnt  are  to  arduoui  as  they  are  in  otir  own,  espe* 
ctally  in  condocting  our  Indian  war*.  It  neeessarily  re- 
mits from  difference  of  etrcumstancea.  In  highly  im- 
proved and  thickly  settled  countries,  where  the  bcilities 
of  transportation  are  great,  and  the  means  of  supply 
abundant,  there  cannot  be  much  difficulty  in  moving  and 
supporting  armiest  and  even  in  our  own  country,  on  the 
Atlantic  border,  and  on  the  great  lines  of  communication 
In  the  West,  where  those  advantages  eiisl,  the  difficulty 
ti  eompsnttWely  «»ll.  But  these  are  not  the  scenes  of 
our  Indian  wan.  They  lie  beyond  the  ftwitier,  in  the 
•wamps  and  fastnesses  of  the  wilderneai,  far  removed 
firora  the  soureea  of  supply]  and  the  heavy  task  of  mov* 
Ing  and  sustaining  our  armies  under  these  circumstances 
belongs  to  the  quartermaster's  department. 

*<  Experience  his  shown  that  the  present  organization, 
■both  as  to  number  and  grades,  was  barely  sufficient  to 
meet  ibe  demands  of  the  service  ten  jreara  ago,  when  the 
army  was  measurably  inactive.  It  u  alti^tlicr  Inade- 
quate now  to  a  proper  diadiarge  of  Ibe  heavy  and  im- 
portant duties  which  devolve  upon  the  department  un- 
der prrsent  circumstance^  when  not  merely  the  regular 
army,  but  large  masses  of  volunteers  and  militia,  are  call- 
ed into  active  service.  During  the  present  year,  there 
have  been  four  separate  armies  in  the  field,  mustering 
from  two  to  tea  thousand  men  eseb^  and  operating  un- 
der eirenmstanees  involving  great  difficulties  in  t«gard 
to  transportation  and  suppliesi  and,  eon«dering  our  ex- 
tensive and  complicated  Indian  relations^  «  wmilar  state 
of  things  will,  in  all  probability,  too  of^en  recur.  If  it 
be  supposed  that  the  present  organization  of  the  depart- 
ment, whose  executive  officers  consist  of  but  four  ma- 
jors, six  captains,  and  fourteen  lieutenants,  drawn  from 
the  Pme,  is  equal  to  such  an  emergency,  it  is  undoubted- 
ly an  error. 

"Prior  to  the  year  1818,  there  were  division  quarlcr- 
■uster  generals,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  who  were  ex- 
ecutive officers,  and  attended  the  army  in  the  field  when 
occasions  required.  In  my  bumble  judgment,  there  haa 
not  been  a  period  since  the  war  of  1812,  when  the  ne- 
cessity (jf  such  officers  was  half  so  urgent  as  it  is  at  the 
present  time.  There  n  now  no  executive  officer  whose 
rank  is  sufficient  1o  give  him  precedence  in  his  own  de- 
partment in  a  campaigni  and  the  case  Ium  twice  occur- 
red recently,  where  the  quartermaster  general  of  a  Ter- 
ritory, by  virtue  of  hia  superior  rank  as  colonel,  heeime 
ciltilied  to  the  ehitf  direction  of  the  operationa  of  that 
department  of  the  staff*  by  whose  agency  (he  army  was 
to  be  moved  and  suppnrtrd — a  duty  second  only  in  im- 
portance to  the  chief  command.  1  submit  whether  it  is 
right  that  the  advantages  of  twenty  years*  experience  in 
tM  details  of  the  department  should  thus  be  measurably 
lost  to  the  service  for  want  of  adequste  rank  to  render  it 
available." 

From  the  report  of  General  Gratiot,  of  the  engineers, 
he  read  as  follows: 

* '  Office  of  the  Chief  Engineer.— -Thei  business  of  the  of- 
fice has  been  steadily  increasing  for  many  years,  and  is 
constantly  augmented  by  the  reference  of  new  objects 
prowded  for  at  each  succeeding  session  of  Congress.  An 
idea  of  this  increase  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that, 
in  1833,  the  whole  amount  of  funds  referred  for  applica- 
tion was  f530,150,  and  which  ha*  regularly  augmented 
up  to  the  present  time  to  $3,643,271  76.  The  duties 
of  the  clerks  have  consequently  so  incressed  that  a  prop- 
er record  of  transactions  cannot  be  kept  up,  and  the 
salary  allowed,  while  much  below  that  in  other  depart- 
nteuis  whose  business,  whether  in  magnitude  or  respon- 
libilily,  la  believed  to  be  no  grester,  ii  not  sufficient  to 
remunerate  them  for  their  Bervieea^  or  to  command  soch 
M  either  tbe  interest  or  deipatcb  of  the  public  banneia 
requires. 


"  It  will  be  seen,  by  the  foregoing  report  of  operations, 
that  in  many  instances  no  provision  could  be  made  for 
applying  certain  appropriations  to  the  objects  intended, 
while,  in  others^  the  srraagements,  though  the  best 
within  tbe  control  of  the  department,  were  not  such  as 
could  have  been  wished. 

**The  desire  to  fulfil  the  wishes  of  Congress  led  me  to 
impose  upon  the  officers  of  the  depsrtment  more  duty 
than  they  can  properly  execute,  and  more,  I  am  aware, 
than  the  interests  of  the  separate  works  would  authorise. 
However  frequently  and  earnestly  I  have  represented 
the  impolicy  of  this  course,  I  cannot  refrain  from  bring- 
ing before  you  the  propriety  of  adopting  some  measures^ 
either  to  reduce  tbe  duties  now  devolved  upon  the  de* 
partment,  or  to  enlarge  its  powers  of  action  commensu- 
rate with  the  wants  of  tbe  service.  The  reasons  for 
such  a  step,  drawn  and  substantiated  by  the  annual  his- 
tory of  operations,  have  been  so  often  given  that  tliey 
need  not  now  be  repeated;  and  I  will  only  add  that,  un- 
der the  present  orgsoisation  of  the  corps  of  engineers, 
the  wishes  of  Congreas,  so  far  as  they  depend  upon  this 
branch  of  the  aervice,  cannot  be  complied  with,  the  pub- 
lic interest  cannot  be  attended  io,  nor  the  defence  or  the 
country  keep  pace  with  the  number  of  appropriations. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  must  again  rfcommeod 
that  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  office  be  increased  to 
seven,  with  salaries  equal  to  those  in  the  civil  depart- 
ment^ and  that  tbe  corps  of  engineers  be  doubled  ta 
its  numbers." 

Acnong  the  numerous  and  important  objects  commit- 
ted to  the  engineer  department  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  and  which  could  not  be  attended  to  for  want 
of  officers,  Mr.  B.  particularized  the  appropriation  of 
$75,000  for  increasing  the  depth  of  water  in  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi,  an  object  in  which  a  great  city,  a  num- 
ber of  States,  and  an  immense  commerce,  were  concern- 
ed, and  which  had  to  be  deferred  for  want  of  offieers  to 
make  a  topographical  survey. 

From  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Abert,  of  the 
topographteal  engineer^  he  read  as  follows: 

"  In  conclusion,  allow  me  again  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  organization  and  Increase  of  the  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers. 

"The  subject  has  been  so  frequently  brought  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  Department  and  of  Congress,  and  explanations 
of  its  advantages  and  necessi^  are  stated  in  so  much  de- 
tul,  in  communications  from  this  bureau  as  well  as  in  a  re- 
port from  the  Military  Committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, that  they  leave  nothing  further  to  be  said, 
or  only  in  addition  to  refer  to  the  facts  detailed  tn  this  re- 
port, which  prove  the  utter  inability  of  the  bureau  to 
execute  the  duties  assigned  to  it,  under  the  various  laws 
of  Congress  without  nirther  aid.  It  may  also  be  well  to 
add,  that  the  aid  heretofore  received  from  the  army  Is 
now  no  longer  to  be  obtained. 

■*  Tbe  extreme  inconvenience  to  which  the  army  has 
been  exposed  from  the  system  of  military  details  for  du- 
ties out  of  the  line,  not  only  during  the  Indian  disturb- 
ances on  our  frontier,  but  for  yeara  before — a  system, 
tbe  parent  of  extravagance,  confunon,  and  discontent, 
and  which,  even  in  its  partial  action,  has  (as  events  have 
proved)  to  be  abandoned  on  everv  sUgbt  emergency- 
has  induced  the  President  to  check  it  by  a  poutive  limi- 
tation of  the  number  whidi  can  in  any  event  be  detailed 
for  detached  duty. 

Under  the  foregoing  eireumstanees,  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  no  remedy  bat  in  a  better  organization  of 
tbe  corps. 

"In  relation  to  the  organisation,  I  will  merely  submit 
a  copy  of  the  bill  which  met  the  approbation  of  Con- 
gress in  its  last  session,  having  passed  tbe  Senate  twice, 
and  havitv  been  three  times  reported  to  the  Hotiae,  and 
passed  through  a  second  reading  ibcre:  oneoiu  a  bill 
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from  its  own  Military  Committee,  and  twice  in  billi  rroa 
the  Senate." 

From  the  report  or  Culonel  Bomrord,  of  the  ordnance 
department,  he  read  at  follows: 

"  Dilif^nt  and  strenuous  effortB  have  been  made  to  ac- 
comptith  the  varioua  objecti  aet  Torih  in  the  Uwa  of  ap- 
propriationt  pused  during  the  last  aenion  of  Congrei** 
for  the  lervice  of  tbia  department.  But  fur  want  of 
fieera  to  aid  in  conducting  ita  operations,  the  works  at 
Liberty.  Misaourii  Memphis^  Tennessee)  L4ttle  Roclct 
Arinnsasi  Baton  Rouge,  Louiaianai  FajrettevillCf  North 
Carolina;  Charletton,  South  Carolina;  the  magaxtne  at 
the  arsenal  in  Washington  city;  and  the  erection  of  the 
sbol  furnaces  along  the  aeacoaat,  have  all  been  unavoid- 
ably dehjred*  and  some  of  them  suspended.  A  like  in< 
convenience  has  been  felt  at  the  principal  arsenala  at 
Watervliet,  Pittsburg,  Washington  city,  and  Waterlown, 
where  extensive  operations  are  progressing,  and  una- 
voidably impeded  by  the  want  oFthe  necessary  and  usu- 
al assistance  of  officers.  The  departmenls  (or  the  in- 
spection of  cannon  and  amall  arms  and  accoutrements 
are  subject  to  the  same  inconveniencei  the  former  being 
entirely  subtended,  and  the  Utter  progressing  with  diffi- 
eolty,  for  the  want  of  additional  force. 

■'Hiere  is  another  and  very  serious  Ineonvenience, 
which  extends  to  every  post  of  the  department  where 
there  is  but  one  officer,  and  more  especially  to  those 
commanded  by  the  chiePti  of  inspections.  Tliese  officers, 
with  other  commanders  of  posts  who  are  unaided  by  as- 
sistant officers,  are  frequently  and  unavoidably  absent  on 
business  connected  with  the  posts,  or  the  inspection  of 
cannon  or  amall  arms;  and  durii,'^  those  absencea  are 
obliged  to  leave  their  poattsMnetimea  for  many  days  with-' 
out  an  officer,  and  in  charge  of  irresponsible  persons, 
wholly  unacquainted  with  the  various  points  (many  or 
them  matters  of  military  science)  connected  with  the 
business  of  the  post,  and  which  require  daily  and  hourly 
decision.  Such  inexperienced  persons,  froni  want  of  the 
proper  authority  under  the  laws  and  regulations,  are,  in 
many  cases,  wholly  incapable  of  acting;  and  where  their 
delegated  authority  from  the  officer  is  sufficient,  they 
must  either  decide  as  the  cases  arise,  and  must  probably 
Cironeously,  or  postpone  action  to  the  arrival  of  an  offi- 
cer; and  in  this  manner  the  public  business  is  either  en- 
cumbered with  inconvenient  and  expensive  delays,  or 
perhaps  with  the  still  greater  expense  of  a  wrong  de> 
ciMon,  which  cannot  be  remedied. 

**  It  cannot  be  disguised  that,  unless  the  service  of  this 
department  be  relieved  by  the  proper  authority  From 
these  disadvantages^  its  immense  material  of  war  and  ex- 
tennve  buildings  and  machinery,  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try,  are  liable  to  sustain  the  most  serious  losses,  from 
fire,  defective  preservation,  and  other  causes,  while  its 
system  of  service  may  be  deranged  by  irregularity  in  the 
current  buuneas  of  the  arsenali^  and  by  complexity  and 
confusion  in  iu  business  transactions  with  the  chief  of 
the  department. 

"  I  bad  the  honor  to  mbmit  for  your  detision,  on  the  38ih 
ultimo,  a  commtinication  from  the  lieutenant  colonel  of 
ordnance,  inspector  of  armories  and  arsenals,  urging  the 
difficulty  of  his  proceeding  with  the  inspections  in  his 
department,  with  (lie  present  inadequate  allowance  of 
transportation,  and  requesting  to  be  relieved  from  the 
more  distant  iiupections,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
expense*  in  which  they  involve  him.  It  is  proper  here 
to  remark,  that  the  same  complaints  have  been  repeated- 
ly made  by  the  other  officers  employed  in  the  iospeeitons 
of  this  departmf  nl." 

The  condition  of  the  ordnance  department,  Mr.  B. 
■aid,  could  be  exhibited  in  a  lew  voids.   Tliere  were 
fourteen  officers  in  the  department;  and  they  had  be- 
tween eighteen  and  nineteen  millions  of  public  properly 
care  of,  dispersed  through  six-aod-twenty  Sutcfc 
-ntorie%  and  one  Diatrict. 


From  all  these  reports,  confirmed  by  his  own  reflec- 
tions and  observations,  Mr.  B.  felt  authorised  to  say  that 
the  general  staff  of  the  army,  the  engineers  proper,  the 
topographical  engineers,  and  the  ordnance,  were  all  in  a 
state  of  imposaibility.  It  was  imposs'-ble  fur  fhem  to  do 
their  duties!  No  human  exertion—no  toil  of  the  body- 
no  strain  of  the  muscles — no  tension  of  the  mind— could 
enable  them  to  do  it.  The  work  imposed  upon  them 
was  beyond  human  efTorts  to  perform.  The  consequence 
was  delay  and  neglect  in  many  branches  of  the  service— 
committal  of  objects  to  temporary  or  incompetent  hands 
in  others — overburdening  willing  officers  with  excessive 
and  incongruous  labor — and  inflicting  loss  and  damage 
upon  the  country  itself,  which  was  the  real  loser  from 
all  defective  admintstrations  of  ita  affairs. 

Mr.  B.  having  completely  vindicated  the  bill,  as  he 
believed,  in  its  two  main  features — the  increase  of  the 
rank  and  file  and  the  increase  of  the  general  staff — 
would  next  give  some  consideration  to  a  few  detached 
provisions,  and  flattered  himself  that  he  could  show  them 
to  be  eminently  eniiiled  to  the  favorable  action  of  the 
Senate.  The  first  of  these  provisions  wu  in  the  four- 
teenth section,  and  was  in  (he  following  wordsi 

"  Sic.  14.  And  U  it  further  maeUd,  That  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  ad,  the  army  ration,  when  not 
received  in  kind,  shall  be  estimated  at  twenty-five  cents 
per  ration;  and  that  every  commissioned  ufReer  of  the 
line  or  staF  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  additional 
ration  per  diem  for  every  five  years  that  lie  may  have 
served  or  shall  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  paymaster  general,  surgeon  general,  and  com- 
miasary  general  of  purehaaea,  ahall  each  be  allowed  six 
rstions  per  diem,  and  the  additional  ration  allowed  in  this 
section." 

I'lie  object  of  thia  section,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  obvious 
and  plain)  it  was  to  extend  some  little  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  officers  of  our  army.  The  first  question 
was,  did  they  need  any  additional  compensation?  And  on 
this  point  he  quoted  with  satisfaction,  not  only  the  former 
opinions  of  the  SenatOT  from  South  Carolins,  [Mr.  Cal- 
Houv,]  but  his  present  opinions  also.  In  his  report  of 
181S  he  particularly  descanted  upon  the  inadequate  of 
the  pay,  and  showed  it  to  be  less  than  it  was  the  depre- 
ciation of  money  considered,  during  the  revolutionaTy 
war.  In  his  speech  thia  day,  though  objecting  to  the  in- 
creased expenses  of  the  army,  on  account  of  increased 
numbers,  yet  he  does  not  object  to  an  increase  of  pay, 
but  ezpticily  advocates  it,  and  declares  himself  ready  to 
vole  for  it.  Turning  to  the  report  of  ibe  present  Secre- 
tary at  WarotfiR/mn,  (Mr,  Attorney  General  Butler,)and 
it  will  be  seen,  at  psgcs  116  and  117  of  his  report,  that 
he  urgently  recommends  an  increase  of  pay.  Referring 
to  his  own  knowledge,  he  (Ur.  B.)  was  certain  that 
an  increase  was  demanded  by  every  consideration  con- 
nected with  the  public  service.  A  great  many  officer^ 
and  those  of  the  age  and  acquirements  to  be  moat  useful 
to  the  country,  were  retiring  from  the  service,  from  the 
inadequacy  of  the  present  pay  and  the  Roominess  ot  tbe 
prospect  ahead.  No  less  than  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
commissioned  officers  had  resigned  during  the  year 
1836.  Seven  others,  appointed  to  commands  in  the  new 
regiment  of  dragoon*,  had  declined  to  accept  their  com- 
missions; making  124  officers,  in  our  small  establish- 
ment, refusing,  in  the  course  of  one  year,  to  remain  in 
it!  Inadequacy  of  compensation  is  the  inducing  cause  to 
tl.ese  retirings,  iu  almost  every  instance.  For  many  years 
the  officers  have  petitioned  for  an  increase  of  pay*  and 
have  petitioned  in  vain.  While  compensation  has  been  in- 
creased to  almost  all  others,  that  of  the  army  remains  sta- 
tionary, and  may  be  aasumed  to  be  inferior  now,  deprccK 
ation  of  money  considered,  to  what  it  was  upwards  of  half 
a  century  ago,  during  the  time  of  the  Kevolulion.  No 
doubt,  then,  can  remain,  but  that  MiDCreaseofcompen- 
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ntjon  oaght  to  be  giren.  The  next  inquiry  i%  whether 
the  increue  proposed  hj  ibli  eeetioo  '»  proper  unA 
edeqiULte.  Ur.  B-  believed  it  to  be  proper,  *fl  far  m  it 
weaXt  but  that  it  did  not  go  Tar  enou(^— that  it  waa  not 
adequate.  It  proposed  a  smali  increase  in  two  modeii 
first,  in  the  price  of  the  ration,  when  not  drawn  in  kind] 
secondly,  sn  additional  ration  per  diem  for  erery  five 
yetrs'  service.  The  first  of  these  inercHes  is  manifestly 
proper.  The  present  price  of  the  army  ration  is  twenty 
cents.  It  was  fixied  at  that  turn  in  1808,  when  the  price 
of  Kving  wu  little  more  than  half  what  It  now  is.  The 
tame  principle  which  fixed  it  at  twenty  cents  then  would 
carry  it  abuve  thirty  nowi  but,  as  the  navy  ration  waa 
fixed  at  twenty-five  cents^  Mr.  B.  had  not  propoied 
more  for  the  army.  The  increase  in  tbe  price  of  the 
ration  waa  the  more  necessary,  because  it  only  applied 
when  the  ration  wm  not  drawn  In  kind.  Tlili  happened 
principally  in  traveUing,  or  in  boarding  in  hotels  while 
engaged  on  duly,  and  where  the  present  subsistence 
allowance  wu  an  absolute  nullity  if  limited  to  it.  It 
would  take  two  or  three  rations  to  get  a  Lireakfast,  three 
or  four  to  get  a  dinner,  two  or  three  to  get  a  supper, 
one  to  get  a  b^d,  &c.  If  the  price  of  tbe  ration  was 
now  fixed  at  33^  cents,  it  would  only  be  in  proportion 
to  what  it  was  when  fixed  at  twenty  io  1808. 

The  additional  ration  per  diem  for  every  five  years' 
service,  Mr,  B.  apprehended,  mted  on  a  principle 
which,  though  new  in  our  service, -was  eminently  juat 
and  commendable  within  itielf.  It  discarded  the  prin- 
ciple of  rank  and  promotion,  which  was  alwaya  irregu- 
tar  and  uncertain,  and  took  that  of  time  and  lervtcr, 
which  was  always  regular  and  certain.  An  officer's  ex* 
pensei  go  on  increasing  with  timr,  whether  he  obtains 
rank  and  promotion  or  not.  He  gains  age  at  all  events^ 
and  age  brings  its  attendant  wants  and  neceisittea.  Of- 
ten he  marries,  and  his  family  ineresies  with  time, 
whether  hi*  rank  advancei  or  not.  Even  if  he  does 
not  marry,  the  caiualtiea  of  family  eonnexiona  often 
throw  upon  him  relations,  near  and  dear,  with  whom 
he  is  bound  to  divide  his  support.  His  expenses,  (hen, 
increase  with  time,  whether  rank  and  promotion  came 
or  nott  and  it  has  been  thought  right  to  meet  these  ac- 
cumulating  expenses  with  some  additional  periodically 
accruing  compensation.  This  is  rendered  more  proper, 
because  in  aome  regiments  and  corps  promotion  is  much 
more  alow  than  in  others)  and,  in  many  grader,  there  is 
no  promotion  at  all;  and  in  our  service,  pensions  and 
half  pay  to  retiring  ofiiccrs  are  unknown.  The  princi- 
ple ofa  periodical  increase  of  compensation  being  shown 
to  be  just  and  equitable,  it  is  presumed  that  no  objec- 
tion can  be  made  to  the  application  of  the  principle  in 
this  bill,  except  that  the  increase  is  almost  too  amall  to 
be  offered— only  one  additional  ration  for  each  five 
years*  service. 

Ur.  B.  said  there  were  a  few  remaining  provisions, 
the  bare  alatement  of  which  would  vindicate  themselves. 
1.  A  restoration  of  the  bounlies  and  premiums  to  re* 
cruits.  These  were  abolished  about  three  years  ago,  as 
an  experiment,  and  beoauae  the  recruit  often  received 
his  bounty,  and  then  imme^ately  deserted.  To  obviate 
this,  and  at  the  same  time  to  encourage  recruits,  the 
bounty  is  restored,  bat  one  half  of  it  deferred  until  the 
recruit  joins  a  corps,  and  is  mustered  into  service.  Mr. 
B.  repealed,  the  abolition  of  the  bounty,  about  three 
years  ago,  was  an  experiment,  which  experience  had 
oondemocd)  and  it  was  deemed  best  to  go  on  in  tbe  old 
way,  which,  botb  in  the  American  and  British  service, 
had  given  bounties  to  recruits,  ever  since  recruits  were 
enlisted.^  3.  An  increase  of  pay  to  the  privatea  and  non- 
commissioned offieera.  This  stnounted  to  one  dollar  in 
the  month  only,  and  was  too  obviously  necessary  to  need 
elucidation.  Tlie  pay  of  tbe  private  was  now  six  dollars 
ft  notitbi  the  increaae  will  make  it  seven.  The  iocrcaie 


la  aeecaaary  to  obtain  men  and  to  nvc  moneyt  for  If 
the  ranks  of  the  army  are  nut  filled  at  seven  dollAs  a 

month,  their  place  will  be  aupplied  by  volunteers  and 
militia,  that  will  cost  far  more.  3.  A  commutation  of 
the  whiskey  component  part  of  the  ration  for  sugar  and 
coffee.  This  Is  regulation  now;  the  bill  proposes  to 
make  it  law.  The  only  difference  is,  that  the  bill  sli^t- 
ly  increases  the  quantity  allowed  by  regulation.  4.  A 
proviuon  for  employing  chaplains  at  some  of  the  military 
posts.  This,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  not  the  restoration  of 
chaplains  to  the  army,  which  formerly  existed,  and  which 
have  been  abolished  for  many  yean.  It  was  not  a  prop> 
osition  to  re.establiah  chaplain^  to  be  sppointed  by  the 
President  snd  Senate,  and  to  follow  regiments  in  the 
field;  but  the  whole  object  of  it  was  to  aid  the  officers 
at  posts  in  procuring  the  services  of  clergymen,  both  for 
performing  divine  service  and  for  performing  tbe  Dsefiil 
and  respectable  ofRce  of  teaching  the  children  of  tbe 
post.  This  if  now  done,  at  their  own  expense,  at  many 
of  the  frontier  poati,  where  the  officers  snd  soldiers  are 
sufficiently  numerous  to  bear  the  burden.  The  object 
of  this  section  is  merely  to  aid  them  in  this  laudablo 
work,  and  to  leave  the  choice  of  the  chaplain  where  it 
now  is,  and  where  there  is  the  best  means  of  knowing 
who  is  fit,  and  where  there  is  tbe  greatest  interest  in  bav 
ing  fit  characters. 

With  these  explanatloM,  Mr.  B.  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  found  entitled'  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  th* 
Senate,  to  whose  decision  it  was  now  submitted. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  was  much  gratified  with  the 
opportunity  of  showing  that  there  was  not  ihe  alightest 
inconsistency  between  his  course  at  this  time  and  that 
to  which  Ihe  Senator  from  Htsaouri  had  so  triumphantly 
alluded.  Mr.  C.  then  went  on  to  recapitulate  the 
grounds  of  objection  he  bsd  before  ststed  sa  lo  the  re- 
duction of  the  Indian  frontier,  he.  And  how  bad  the 
Senator  met  these  objections^  By  reading  a  report 
made  by  him  when  Secretary  of  War,  in  opposition 
to  a  proposed  reduction  of  the  army.  Mr.  C.  alluded 
to  the  different  state  of  the  country  at  the  two  periods 
of  time.  We  had  just  emerged  from  the  exanperation 
of  a  recent  war,  in  which  numbers  of  Ihe  Indians  had 
been  engaged,  and  many  cruellies  committed.  I'liere 
still  remained  much  hostile  feeling  on  both  rides.  A 
large  furce  remained  at  Rouse's  Point,  and  another  at 
Sackett's  Harbor.  Our  fortifications  were  dilapidated. 
Ttiere  were  100,000  hosiile  Indiana  in  the  interior  of  the 
Country,  in  the  very  midst  of  us,  besides  a  vast  body 
Biill  more  hostile  on  the  frontier.  The  South  American 
Slates  had  recently  been  liberated  from  the  yoke  of 
Spain,  and  the  Holy  Alliance  were  meditating  an  armed 
Interference  in  thai  contest,  and  were  with  difficulty  dis* 
auaded  from  the  attempt.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  had  been  of  opinion  that  the  proposed  reduction  In 
our  military  establishment  should  not  lake  place.  The 
Senator  from  Missouri,  however,  had  forgotten  to  tell 
(he  Senate  one  thing:  that  he  himself  bad  been  opposed 
to  the  report,  and  had  voted  against  it. 
[Mr.  BsxTOH.  1  was  not  heie.] 
Mr.  C.  said,  perhaps  he  was  mistaken  in  tbe  date,  but 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  had  certainly  aided  in  the  re- 
duction, and  voted  for  it  in  1821 ;  and  yet  he  accuses  me 
of  inconsistency  in  now  oppuiinr  its  increase.  Mr.  C. 
said  that,  whrn  the  reduction  did  take  place,  he  had 
been  almost  the  only  man  who  was  in  favor  of  fixing  the 
number  of  the  srmy  at  10,000.  Mr.  Usshiell,  a  member 
of  the  other  House,  had  proposed  6,500,  to  which  Mr. 
C.  had  replied  that  he  would  assent  to  that  number  but 
for  the  laige  British  fwee  still  remaioii^  in  Canada.  The 
same  principles  which  actuated  him  then  governed  him 
now,  and  he  was  happy  in  being  able  to  show  that  there 
was  no  inconsistency  in  his  course.  The  man  who  was 
upright  in  his  intentions,  and  -Kko  desired  poly  lo  do  bis 
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duty,  need  not  frtr  felling  into  ineonsistrncy.  The  report 
which  the  gentlenun  had  quoted  Hr.  C.  prided  himielf 
In.  He  htd  been  urgfed  by  partiei  on  both  udea^  but 
he  had  stood  Arm  and  kept  his  frround,  objecting  to  the 
reduction  on  the  principle  that  the  eatibHihrnenl  of  the 
army  should  be  the  most  stable  thing  in  the  Govern- 
ment. Aa  to  the  charge  of  baring  been  in  favor  of 
fortifying  the  Gulf  and  the  Chesapeake,  and  now  being 
opposed  to  fortifications,  Mr.  C.  had  ur^^ed  iboae  meas- 
ures when  he  was  in  the  House  of  Representativest  and 
afterwards,  when  Secretary  of  War,  he  had  used  bis  ut* 
most  extftkms  to  have  the  (Ejects  effected .  1'he  Sena- 
tor cbai^d  him  with  opposing  tbe  defence  of  Baltimore* 
but  the  charge  was  not  fairly  stated.  The  fortification 
of  Baltimore  formed  but  one  item  in  a  bill  which  went 
to  lavish  millions,  and  his  opposition  had  been  directed 
againat  the  bill  in  general,  on  account  of  its  extrava- 
gance. He  never  had  been  in  fovor  of  fortifying  all  the 
exposed  points  in  the  Chesapeake  bay,  because  they 
were  so  numerous.  His  plan  had  been  to  fortify  tho- 
roughly below,  and  to  combine  the  ^defence  by  forts 
with  that  from  floating  batteries  and  the  navy. 

Besides,  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  in  1818 
bad  been  very  different  from  what  they  were  now.  The 
whole  expenditure  then,  exclusive  of  the  public  debt, 
had  not  exceeded  ten  millions.  It  was  now  twenty-five 
or  twenty-iix  millions,  and  yet  Mr.  C.  was  accused  of 
ineonristency  in  opposing,  under  ctrcumstancea  ao  dif- 
ferent, an  uncalled-for  extension  of  our  military  estab- 
lishment. The  Senator  bad  referred  to  our  experience 
in  (he  Black  Hawk  war,  as  demonstrating  an  increase  of 
the  army  to  be  indispensable.  Our  experience  in  that 
war  demonstrated  a  very  different  thing.  It  proved 
that  we  should  appoint  among  the  Indians  faithful 
agentn,  who  would  not  stand  by  and  suffer  the  Indians 
to  be  trampled  in  the  dust.  And;  as  to  the  Florida  war, 
he  bad  recently  convened  with  wl  gentleiDan  from  the 
ipot,  who  aswred  him  that  nothing  occasioned  that  con- 
test but  the  very  grossest  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  General  Thompson,  our  Indian  agent, 
and  formerty  a  member  of  the  other  House,  when  a  cer- 
tain order  of  the  Department  in  respect  to  the  purchase 
of  negroes  had  been  received  by  him,  bad  warmly  re- 
monstrated, and  had  even  refused  to  execute  the  order, 
warning  the  Department  that  it  would  inevitably  pro- 
voke a  war.  The  order,  however,  had  been  enforced 
by  the  authority  of  the  President  himself,  as  Mr.  C.  un- 
derstood. In  like  manner,  General  Clinch  had  again 
and  again  apprized  the  Government  that  there  would  be 
lioBtilities  on  that  frontier,  unless  additional  forces  should 
be  desptitched  to  strengthen  his  position.  And,  aa  to 
the  miserable  Creek  war,  he  believed  that  the  Senators 
from  Georgia  themselves  would  both  Rdroit  that  frauds 
•nd  oppression,  beyond  all  human  enduranee,  had  been 
tbe  real  cause  of  that  contest.  It  »ta  more  than  human 
nature  would  endure.  Tbe  reptile  itself  would  turn 
when  it  was  trampled  on. 

[Mr.  CcTHBzaT  here  interposed  with  some  warmth. 
He  was  understood  to  deny  the  charge,  as  applied  to 
Georgia,  and  to  refer  it  to  tbe  tmtment  of  Indians  in 
Alabama.] 

Mr.  C.  insisted  on  the  truth  of  the  chai^.  Tbe 
facts  were  open  snd  palpable,  and  notorious  as  our  own 
existence.  Men  had  made  fortunes  by  treating  those 
Indians  in  such  a  manner  as  fixed  a  stain  on  human  na- 
ture. Mr.  C.  again  said  that  what  was  wanted  to  pro- 
tect us  from  the  Indians  was  not  more  troops,  but  more 
faithful  agents.  Tbe  remnants  of  thrse  native  tribes 
were  now  a  disheartened  and  broken  down  people. 
They  had  once  esteemed  themselves  the  greatest  na- 
tions oD  th<!  eanb,  but  they  hid  now  become  convinced 
of  our  strength  and  their  own  weakness.  Tbe  half- 
bloods  tmony  them  were  partially  dviKzed.  They  were 


sensible  of  the  value  of  property,  and  very  deairous  to 
acquire  it.  The  bnvy  annuities  accruing  to  their  tribes^ 
by  treaties  with  the  Government  afforded  ample  eeeu- 
rity  for  their  remaining  peaceable,  unless  oppressed  be- 
yond  endurance.  Send  them  fit  agents,  and  you  will 
bear  no  more  of  Indian  wars. 

Mr.  C.  briefly  recapitulated  the  grounds  of  argument 
he  had  advanced,  and  observed,  m  conclusion,  that, 
while  the  navy  was  our  great  arm  of  defence,  all  that 
we  needed  in  the  army  was  to  keep  np  our  military 
science,  and  to  preserve  a  well-organ  ned  staff.  On  the 
latter  subject,  he  had  not  particularly  examined  thb  bill. 
It  was  very  possible  that  there  might  be  sonve  necessity 
in  increasing  tbe  staff  of  the  armyt  and  if,  on  further  in- 
vestigation, he  should  be  convinced  of  this,  and  a  sepa- 
rate bill  should  be  introduced  for  that  purpose,  he  would 
very  cheerfully  yield  it  his  supporti  but  for  the  present 
bill  he  could  not  vote. 

Mr.  BENTON  roee  to  eorreetan  auertionof  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina.  When  that  gentleman  had 
ssid  that  Mr.  B.  had  opposed  the  reduction  In  1818,  he 
had  merely  thrown  the  words  across  to  apprize  him  of 
his  mistake;  and,  had  they  been  received  in  a  friendly 
manner,  he  should  have  done  the  same  when  the  Sena- 
lor  made  his  seconil  assertion  as  to  Mr.  B's  having 
voted  against  the  reduction  bill  in  1821.  ft  was  not  the 
fact.  He  had  not  been  in  Congress  in  either  of  those 
years. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  made  some  expIatialloD,  which  was 

not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  biU. 
It  called  upon  the  country,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
to  increase  our  military  establishment  one  third,  fixing 
the  minimum  of  the  army  at  12,500  men.  Hr.  C.  dis- 
claimed any  apprehension  of  danger  from  a  source  like 
this.  He  knew  that  the  American  people  were  perfecil/ 
competent  to  their  own  protection,  even  if  it  were  pos- 
sible that  the  army  should  be  so  wanting  in  patriotism  ai 
to  be  inclined  to  turn  iis  arms  against  the  country.  But, 
while  he  entertained  no  fears  of  this  kind,  he  bad  no 
idea  of  getting  up  a  large  military  establi^ment  to  cast 
a  shade  over  the  mihtia.  The  public  liberty  might  not 
be  endangered  by  itt  but  still,  in  adopting  a  measure  of 
this  kind.  Congress  would  be  entering  on  ■  road  whidi 
led  on  to  dangerous  consequences.  Tbe  same  political 
principles  which  opposed  a  standing  army  were  equally 
opposed  to  all  unnecessary  increase  of  our  military 
establishment.  Where  whs  the  least  indication  of  the 
danger  of  a  war?  Was  it  on  the  West,  the  Northwest, 
or  the  Southwest  frontier?  From  whom  was  it  to  be 
apprehended^  From  our  Indian  neighbors?  There 
were  two  regiments  of  mounted  troops  ready  in  a  mo- 
ment to  eheck  any  sudden  movement. 

[Mr.  L»K  here  interposed,  and  asked  leave  to  cor- 
rect the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  was  mistaken  aa 
to  a  point  of  fact.  It  was  very  true  that  two  regiments 
of  cavalry  had  been  raised,  but  much  the  greater  part 
of  them  had  been  drawn  off  to  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  line  and  into  Florida.  Whenever  an  Indian  war 
should  happen,  thlt  mounted  force  would  be  required 
at  the  particular  spot  where  the  eruption  waa  made,.and 
it  would  therefore  be  necessary  to  station  same  other 
forces  along  the  line  of  the  frontier.] 

Mr.  C.  resumed.  He  did  not  pretend  to  be  as  well 
acquainted  with  the  particular  stations  where  these 
troops  were  posted  as  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  but 
he  knew  that  they  had  been  raised  for  the  very  purpose 
be  had  stated)  snd  if  any  part  of  them  had  been  called 
off  into  Florida,  he  presumed  the  arrangement  would  be 
but  temporary.  Mr.  C.  professed  to  have  some  ac- 
quaintance with  the  people  of  the  West.  He  knew  the 
qualities  of  their  hearts,  and  was  fully  convinced  of  tbcir 
courage  and  pairiotismi  but  he  knewj^  that  m  army 
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of  10,000  men  would  not  be  cuflicient  to  protect  the 
whole  of  our  Weitern  frontier  from  i  Hidden  eruption 
by  an  Indiftfl  force,  which  might  break  ouli  »nd  burn  a 
neighborhood,  and  maaaaere  the  inhabitanti.  But  it 
y  never  could  amount  to  much  more  tbaii  that.  What 
were  the  grounds  of  thii  sudden  iltrm?  What  had 
created  to  great  a  dread  of  those  70,000  Indians,  com- 
posed of  the  fragments,  the  broken  fragmenia,  of  s  poor, 
disheartened,  dispirited,  down-trodden  people?  It  was 
in  vain  to  affect  a  terror  of  this  now  fallen  race,  tram- 
pled in  the  dust,  and  broken  In  spirit,  ss  an  argument 
for  the  increase  of  the  standing  army.  He  believed 
there  had  not  been  a  single  federal  soldier  in  the  entire 
States  of  KenlQcky  and  Tennessee,  when  the  hardy  set* 
tiers  of  that  part  of  the  Union  first  established  thera- 
selves  in  the  wilderness.  It  might  have  been  that  a 
part  of  the  Illinois  regiment  was  stationed,  for  a  ahort 
time,  at  Louisville,  but  the  period  was  very  short. 
These  people,  unprotected  by  any  force  of  the  Govern- 
ment, had  made  good"  their  ground  against  the  Indian 
tribei^  when  they  were  in  a  very  different  condition  from 
that  to  which  we  had  -reduced  them.  Their  numbers 
were  great,  iheir  courage  high,  their  spirit  unbroken. 
But  since  then  they  had  felt  our  power.  They  had  be- 
come conscious  of  their  own  weakness,  had  been  borne 
down  by  injustice  and  oppression,  and  were  now  a  poor 
degraded  race,  living  on  the  charity  of  this  Government. 
And  yet  it  waa  from  these  people  that  ao  great  danger 
was  spprehended  that  it  became  indiipensable  to  aug- 
ment our  peace  establishment 

As  to  the  war  in  Florida,  it  must  now  very  soon  ter- 
minate. It  could  not  be  with  a  view  to  that  contest  that 
this  increase  wss  asked  for,  and  the  apprehension  of 
danger  in  the  West  he  believed  to  be  a  mere  pretext. 
He  was  utterly  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  should  vote 
against  all  increase,  either  of  (he  army  or  of  the  forlifi- 
cations.  They  were  but  a  useless  burden  on  the  nation. 
Tliey  fbmud  ■  part  of  a  mischievous  syitem  of  policy — 
•  qratem  founded  on  principles  altogether  repugnant  to 
tbe  genius  of  this  Government.  The  difTerent  military 
bills  were  ail  linked  together,  and  followed.in  a  train  i 
adopt  one,  and  it  led  the  way  to  another,  until,  alto- 
gether, they  incurred  a  mass  of  expenditure  injurious 
and  dangerous  to  the  country.  It  was  urged,  however, 
that  the  people  hare  a  right  to  protecion.  Yes;  but 
was  not  every  standing  army  in  Europe  advocated  and 
defended  on  the  Mme  principle?  The  most  despotic 
Govemments,  while  tbi^  eriiausted  the  wealth  of  the 
people  in  raising  and  maintaining  vast  masses  of  troops, 
professed  to  their  people  that  it  was  all  done  for  their 
protection.  It  wu  all  idle  to  talk  of  protecting  ■  na- 
tion of  fifteen  millions.  They  wanted  no  protection; 
they  ask  for  none. 

Mr.  TIPTON  said  that,  being  a  member  of  the  Hili. 
tafy  Committee,  and  having  at  a  former  aeasioD  voted  for 
an  increase  of  the  u^y,  he  felt  called  upon  to  say  a  few 
wOTds  on  thia  bill.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  at 
the  lime  which  bad  been  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  had  been  strenuously  opposed  to  the  reduction 
of  the  armyt  and  Mr.  T.  believed  (hen.  and  believed 
still,  that  his  opposition  to  it  was  right.  Tiie  army,  how- 
ever, had  been  reduced,  and  had  so  continued  until  it 
was  Qtteriy  insufReient  to  meet  the  IncreaMng  necessities 
of  tbe  country.  Mr.  T.  entirely  approved  of  the  pro- 
TiMoni  of  ihe  bill,  both  as  it  respected  tbe  rank  and  file 
of  the  army,  and  the  proposed  augmentation  of  the  staff. 
He  had  himself  at  the  last  senion  brought  this  subject 
before  the  notice  of  the  Senate.  He  had  then  presented 
B  statement  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army,  and  its  dis- 
tribution in  the  several  fortification^  both  in  the  interior 
and  along  the  seaboard.  Tbe  details  went  to  prove  that 
the  force  was  totally  inadequate  to  the  purpose  for  which 
It  was  required)  lo  much  so,  indeed,  that  fome  of  our 


military  works  had  been  abandoned  and  suffered  to  run 
into  decay,  because  we  had  not  troops  to  occupy  them. 
Some  of  our  forts  were  still  in  that  condition.  Even 
those  which  defended  our  latgeat  citiea  were  at  thia  very 
day  almost  without  garrisona.  Tbe  wwks  were  complete 
and  extensive.  They  were  supplied  with  guns  and  all 
the  munitions  of  war,  but  there  were  not  men  to  work 
the  guns  or  to  repel  thie  slightest  attack  of  an  invading  foe. 
The  country,  therefore,  had  no  alternative  but  either  lo 
augment  (he  rank  and  file  of  tbe  army,  or  suffer  all  these 
expensive  and  necessary  works  tu  fall  into  dilapidation 
and  decay.  We  had,  to  be  sure,  professedly,  nine  regi< 
ments  of  artillery,  seven  of  infantry,  and  two  of  cavalry. 
But  what  were  they?  Mere  akeletons.  All  persons  who 
were  at  all  familiar  with  military  affairs  well  knew  that 
it  wss  seldom  possible  to  bring  mto  actual  service  at  any 
time  much  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  military  force 
authoriaed  by  law.  Such  were  the  diminutions  produced 
by  aickneas,  discharges,  desertions,  the  increased  price 
of  labor,  and  the  limited  amount  of  pay,  that  not  mora 
than  this  proportion  eoutd  ever  be  aafely-calouUted  on. 

Should  this  bill  pass,  we  should  then  have  on'paper 
an  army  of  13,500  men{  but  we  should  never  be  able  to 
realize  more  than  7,000  or  8,000  effective  troops  to  gar- 
rison the  fortifications  on  our  extended  frontier;  and  it 
did  seem  to  him  that  if  gentlemen  who  so  strenuously 
opposed  this  bill  would  but  reflect  on  the  extent  of  that 
frontier,  they  must  be  satisfied  that  auch  a  force  was  Dot 
too  great. 

As  to  the  Increase  of  the  stafi^  there  could  be  but  one 
opinion  about  it.  It  was  absdulely  neeesaary,  eapecialiy 
*\n  the  quartermaster's  department.  Tbe  number  of  offi- 
cers in  that  department  of  the  army  was  disproportion- 
ately small,  ana  entirely  loadeqtute  to  the  wants  of  tbe 
service. 

Something  had  been  said  about  the  causes  of  our  In- 
dian wars.  Mr.  T.~  would  here  repeat  an  admission  he 
bad  made  on  a  former  oeoasion,  that  tbe  war  in  Florida 
had  been  oocasioned  in  (he  first  instance  by  the  impropn 
conduct  of  the  agents  of  the  Govemmenti  but,  although 
this  was  undoubtedly  the  ease,  yet,  had  the  Government 
possessed  an  efiicient-force  upon  the  spot,  we  should  in 
all  probability  have  escaped  the  war.  All  who  are  ac. 
quainted  with  tbe  Indian  character  well  knew  thai  there 
was  no  way  lo  keep  peace  with  Indians  but  by  keeping 
up  a  strong  force  in  their  neighborhood,  within  their 
view.  Nothing  but  this  would  ever  keep  tbem  quiet.  Ii 
was  the  present  poliey  of  the  Government  to  remove  the 
remnant  of  the  Indian  tribes  across  the  Mississippi.  The 
object  had  been  in  part  accomplished,  and  these  bodies 
of  Indians  had  been  spread  along  our  frontier,  from  the 
Bed  river  to  St.  Peter's.  In  each  of  oar  posts  there  was 
a  company  of  soldiers,  while  a  corpa  of  dragoons  had 
been  raised  for  the  purpoaeof  scouring  the  countrr,  and 
preserving  peace,  as  well  between  our  Indians  and  their 
wilder  neighbors  beyond,  as  between  them  and^Mir  own 
people.  But  that  force  was  inadequate  to  perform  this 
duty  abng  so  extended  a  line,  and  it  required  to  be 
increased.  On  the  whole,  Ur.  T.  could  not  see  tbe 
great  enormity  of  the  proposed  augmentation  in  the 
army.  There  was  lo  be  no  increase  of  regiments,  no  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  officers  of  the  line.  It  was  con- 
fined exclusively  to  the  staff,  and  to  the  rank  and  file  of 
tbe  army. 

Mr.  LINN  observed  that  it  was  now  tbe  settled  policy 
of  this  Government  to  remove  those  remnants  of  Indian 
tribes  who  yet  retained  some  territory  within  the  Stalea 
from  the  positions  they  ocoupird,  and  to  give  them  in 
exchange  a  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi!  thereby  at 
nnce  protecting  the  Indians  from  ihe  encroachments  and 
depredations  of  a  sorroundif^  white  population,  and  en- 
abling the  State  Ofivcmments  to  exercise  uninterrupted 
jurii'liottoo  orer  the  enUrc  extent  nf  their  own  tenitory. 
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It  WM  ■  noble  polieyt  characterised  alike  by  wiadom  and 
homanitf.  It  had  orif[iiuled  in  the  cabinet  of  which  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  heen  at  that  time  adia> 
(inguiihed  member,,  and  it  would  itand  in  the  hiatory  of 
thia  country  a  ^loriout  and  enduring  monumait  of  (he 
enlightened  views  and  enlarged  benevolence  of  ita 
authors.  1'be  procen  had  commenced,  and  the  plan 
was  in  the  course  of  execution  by  the  present  administra- 
tion, notwithstanding  many  obstselea.  The  Indians  bad 
been  remored  from  many  of  the  Slater  and  oolteeted  in 
their  respective  tribes  on  our  Weateni  frontier.  Now, 
Mr.  L.  would  ask  the  Senator  from  South  Carormt,  and 
all  those  other  Senators  who  represented  States  that  had 
formerly  been  burdened  with  an  Indian  populatioo, 
whether  they  were  not  under  the  most  aolemn  obliga- 
tions of  justice  to  the  Slates  of  Missouri,  Louisiana,  Ar- 
kansas, and  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  in  wboae  imirediate 
vicinity  this  large  body  of  Indians  had  been  assembled, 
to  protect  her  people  from  the  Indians,  and  to  protect 
Ibe  several  Indian  tribea  from  each  otherf  Now,  whftt 
course  of  policy  wa«  it  necesasry  to  pursue,  in  order  ef* 
fectually  to  accomplish  this  end  \  Having  removed  these 
people  from  their  native  haunts,  and  brought  them  to- 
gether under  new  circumstances,  the.Govemment  was 
obviously  under  obligations  to  extend  to  them,  so  far  as 
should  be  in  its  power,  the  blessings  of  government,  re- 
ligion, and  civilizaiiont  and,  for  this  purpose,  the  graat 
and  only  efficient  means  muat  be  to  break  up  the  war 
•pirit  among  Ihemselvei.  Unleai  that  spirit  could  he  put 
down,  these  warlike  tribei  would  tn  a  Ihlle  time  destri^ 
each  other,  or  cause  aj^ession  upon  us.  For  this  pur- 
pose, it  was  indispensable  that  ve  should  have  at  our  dia-i 
posal,  and  reaily  for  action,  a  rrspeciable  military  force. 
Successive  Secretaries  of  War,  and  among  them  the  late 
Secretary  Cass,  thsn  whom  no  man  waa  better  acquainted 
with  the  Indian  habits  and  character,  had  estimated  the 
foree  requisite  for  thii  object  at  7,000  men.  General 
Jesup,  in  a  communication  made  by  him  to  the  Govern- 
nent,  had  made  the  same  eatimile,  and  all  the  Indian 
^ents  who  had  been  confruhed  concurred  in  the  same 
opinion.  The  present  acting  Secretary  of  War  fully 
agreed  in  it.  Tbey  all  agreed  in  the  opinion  that  a  per- 
manent military  force  must  be  established  on  that  fron- 
tier. When  not  engaged  in  military  duly,  they  might  be 
employed  in  eonatrueting  military  roadsftiid  rortifiealioaa. 
Forts  must  be  estabrnhed  at  ahwt  dtataneea  from  each 
other,  and  garrisoned  by  a  standing  body  of  troopa, 
whilst  cavalry  should  be  emplnyed  to  move  from  point  to 
point.  To  liope  for  any  thing  like  permanent  peace 
amung  a  Urge  body  of  Indians,  under  any  other  circum- 
stances, was  idle.  The  very  nature  of  the  Indian  was  war; 
it  was  the  element  in  which  he  moved)  and  he  must  see 
a  .force  actually  present,  ai  d  auiiiciem  to  control  him,  or 
thia  warlike  propenaity  could  never  be  repreesed.  It  waa 
utterly  vain  to  represent  to  theae  people  the  power  of 
the  United  States  Govemment,  Nothing  of  the  kind 
made  any  impression  on  the  Indian  mind,  unless  accom- 
panied by  a  visible  demonstration  of  military  fiirce. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cbittbitoxw]  had 
obaerred  that  the  militia  of  the  Union  could  defend 
tfaeniaelves.  It  was  unqaestlonably  truei  but  Mr.-L. 
contended  that  thia  Government  had  no  ri^ht  to  place 
the  people  of  the  counirv  in  such  a  condiuon  that  they 
must  take  up  arms  to  defend  themselves.  It  wa«  un- 
just.  No  one  better  knew  than  that  gentleman  at  wliat 
cost  Uie  dark  and  bloody  soil  of  Kentucky  had  been  con- 
quered and  mainlained  against  a  sarsge  foe.  Its  soil  had 
been  fatiened  with  the  beat  blood  of  this  land— blood 
which  might  all  have  been  spared  if  the  GovernmeM 
had  been  in  cireumstancea  to  afford  to  thoae  hardy  set- 
tlera  the  protection  of  a  regular  military  force,  but  which 
was  denied  them,  in  conacquenoe  of  revoluiiooary  atrug- 
glct.   Mr.  L.  did  not  want  to  lee  lucb  aceoes  enacted 


in  Misaouri.  No  doubt,  the  people  of  Missouri  could 
subdue  any  Indian  force  which  should  invade  their  a(ril| 
hut  it  waa  not  their  place  to  do  it.  They  ought  not  to 
be  compelled  to  work  out  their  own  tafety.  The  Black 
Hawk  war  had  Cost  Ibis  Government  milliona  of  money, 
but  it  had  cost  the  State  of  Illinois  more.  She  Konld 
not  get  over  the  effects  of  that  war  for  years  to  come. 
The  settlers  fled  before  the  tomahawk,  and  the  country 
wa»,  for  a  time,  abandoned  to  a  savage  foej  houses  were 
left  tenantlesr,  rank  weeds  apriiiM>  up  in  the  cultivated 
fields,  and  cattle  ran  at  Urge.  Tbe  Senator  from  \ndSf 
ana  [Mr.  Tirroa]  had  charged  that  war  to  the  fiiult  of 
the  Indian  agent.  This  was  the  first  lime  Mr.  L.  had 
ever  heard  thia  charge  adduced.  He  had  been  peraon- 
ally  acquainted  with  that  agent,  and  knew  him  (the  late 
Mr.  Felix  St.  Vrain)  to  have  been  a  capable  anil  active 
man,  and  never  bad  he  known  one  of  greater  humanity. 
He  had  fallen  in  an  attempt  to  prevent  tbe  horrora  of 
war  between  the  whiles  and  the  tribe  of  Indiana  confided 
to  his  care. 

[Mr.  TipTOir  bereroie  toexplain,  and  wu uoderatood 
to  disclaim  imputing  the  least  blame  to  tlie  individual  in 
queationj  his  remarks  had  applied  to  another  person.] 

Mr.  L.  resumed,  and  observed  that  the  Black  Hawk 
war  strongly  illustrated  the  truth  of  what  he  said. 
Black  Hawk's  tribe  had  sold  to  the  United  SUtea  their 
lands  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  croaaed  over  to  the  west 
Mdeof  that  rivert  tnit  aoon  observing  that  there  wu  not 
a  military  force  tuflScient  to  bold  tbe  country,  they  re- 
crossed  the  Misrisdppi,  end,  brfore  the  face  of  General 
Gainea,  resumed  the  poseeaaion  of  their  old  territory  t  and 
so  unable  was  that  offioer  tu  resist  them,  that  be  bad  to 
sacrifice  several  thousand  bushels  of  salt  and  com  to  buy 
off  tbe  Indian  force,  and  aoothe  their  feelings.  The 
truth  was,  that  Black  Hawk  most  groaily  insulted  the 
whole  of  our  furee,  and  did  actually  threaten  to  whip 
what  he  denominated  tbe  mercenary  aoldiera  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Statea.  He  yielded,  however,  at  length,  to  the  wite 
and  temperate  admonittona  of  General  Gaines,  and  cross, 
ed  the  Mississippi  again;  but,  with  the  infidelity  which  be- 
longs  to  the  Indian  character,  returned  a  second  time 
the  next  spring,  and  imprisoned  Chotean,  the  United 
Sutes  agent,  and  committed  various  other  outrages. 
It  waa  impossible  to  conceive  a  more  indomitable  pride, 
or  a  more  warlike  spirit,  iban  poaaened  the  breaat  u  that 
diief  and  that  of  his  followers.  He  found  himself  at  tbe 
hesd  of  500  or  600  cavalry,  aa  well  drilled  aa  any  troopa 
in  the  world,  and  war  he  was  determined  to  have.  He 
had  thought  that  he  could  conquer  any  foree  which 
should  be  brought  against  him.  When  tbe  United  States 
force  under  General  Atkinson,  sided  by  the  militia  of 
Illinois  and  the  miners  under  General  Dodge,  at  length 
appeared,  he  took  refuge  in  the  awampe  between  tbe 
four  lakest  and  it  required  all  the  force  that  could  ha 
raised  in  the  State  of  lllinoia  and  Territory  of  WiicoMui 
in  addition  to  the  regular  army,  to  drive  him  from  hia 
position;  nor  could  they  ever  have  etTecled  it,  hwl  they 
not  resorted  to  starvation.  This  bad  been  the  true 
but  brief  history  of  the  Black  Hawk  war;  and  did  it  fur- 
nish to  this  Government  no  warningf  Were  there  no 
swamps,  no  dark  and  tangled  forest*,  in  that  country 
now  assigned  to  the  Indiana?  Had  tbe  Indian  ebsrscter 
or  babila  changed}  Not  at  all.  They  were  the  atiiia 
ferocious  and  blood-thirsty  people  tbry  had  ever  been. 
No  doubt,  the  people  of  Missouri,  after  a  bloody  atrug- 
glo,  from  time  to  time  reneweil,  might  subdue  then. 
Bu,t  he  repeated  the  assertion,  that  the  Government  had 
no  right  to  compel  them  into  any  such  contest.  It  was 
the  act  of  the  Government  which  bad  congregated  these 
Indian  tribes  on  the  frontiera  of  that  State,  and  it  waa 
unjuat  to  leara  the  inhabitanta  expttaed  to  have  their 
houaea  burnt,  their  fiirmslaid  waste,  and  their  wirca  and 
cbiUreD  tomahawked  before  tbeir  ey«s. 
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Ur.  CALHOUN  referred  to  an  ipparent  incoiuiiten- 
cjr  in  the  citimalea  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
Thich  Ur.  C.  wai  understood  to  say  (he  Secretary  had 
fixed  the  expense  of  5.500  men  at  about  f3,000,000t  and 
of  7,000  men  at  only  $3,800,000.  Mr.  C.  inquired  how 
both  theie  estimatea  could  be  correct. 

The  Senator  from  Hisiouri,  [Ur.  Livir,]  Mr.  C.  uid, 
ekimed  protection  for  the  people  of  that  Stale.  It  ma 
Ur.  C'a  object  to  give  them  protection;  and  If  Hr.  L. 
would  join  him  in  procuring  the  appointment  of  honest, 
aUlfulf  and  faithful  Indian  agents,  sudi  protection  might 
be  aecured,  or  at  least  rendered  unnecessary.  And  in 
an  open  country  (he  said)  a  very  small  white  force,  with 
artillery  and  cavalry,  could  overthrow  any  Indian  force 
that  might  be  brought  against  them. 

It  had  been  mentioned  aa  a  difficulty,  that  the  regi* 
mcnta  of  the  army  would  not  be  kept  full  enough.  Mr. 
C.  thought  it  a  much  better  remedy  for  tbia  difficulty  to 
increase  the  pay  of  the  troops,  rather  than  to  increase 
the  nominal  number.  The  measnrestrf  this  Gorernment^- 
he  said,  bad  disturbed  and  embarrassed  Ihe  current  of 
the  country,  raised  the  prices  of  the  means  of  living,  and 
the  wages  of  su^  as  mi^t  be  employed  in  the  armyi 
and  now,  in  order  to  obviate  all  this,  it  was  proposed  to 
increase  the  army  with  5,500  m«i.  Mr.  C.  insisted  that 
ibii  WM  no  adequate  remedy.  The  cause  of  the  evil  lay 
decpcr~-in  the  past  measures  of  the  Government,  and 
the  consequent  increue  of  banks,  which  would  still 
increase  and  swell  the  currency,  till  an  explouon  would 
be  inevitable,  without  a  timely  remedy. 

Hr.  C.  deemed  tfae  troops  already  in  the  service  at 
ample  to  defend  that  frontier.  The  Indians,  he  said, 
were  a  poor,  broken  down,  dMpated  people,  and  all 
that  was  wanted  was  Mthful  and  akiUiil  Indian  agents. 
He  thought  they  ought  to  be  left  to  themselves  in  rela- 
tion to  wars  beveen  them  and  the  Indians  further  west. 
If  not  allowed  to  go  to  war  wlien  they  thought  proper, 
they  would  all  die  of  drunkenness.  He  would  let  them 
go  to  war,  and  drive  the  wild  Indians  still  further  west. 
In  every  view  of  the  bill,  Ur.  C.  regarded  it  aa  objec- 
tionable, and  hoped  it  would  not  pass. 

Ur.  SOUTHARD  said,  in  1831  a  lav  was  paaied  to 
reduce  and  fix  the  miliury  establishment,  which  was 
then  the  same  as  at  the  termination  of  the  war  in  1815. 
After  1831,  experience  taught  us  that  the  reduced  force 
was  more  tlian  sufficient.  Now,  here  was  a  proposition 
to  enlarge  that  force  of  1821,  without  reasons,  without 
any  change  in  the  circumstances  of  the  nation,  that  could 
be  regarded  as  a  cause  for  entailing  that  force.  On  tbe 
contrary,  the  extent  of  the  frontier  exposed  had  been 
reduced,  and  the  dangers  were  otherwiaa  leia  tiian  at 
that  time. 

The  only  point  which  it  could  at  all  be  urged  to  re- 
quire an  increase  of  force  was  in  the  Southwest,  where 
tbe  Indians  had  been  removed.  But,  when  that  removal 
was  authorized,  it  was  aigued  that  the  danger  would  be 
diminished  by  that  measure.  Had  there  been  any  war 
there,  or  was  there  a  prospect  of  any  war?  Then  why, 
for  that  cause,  should  the  military  force  be  almost 
doubled?  Because  the  population  had  become  more 
numerous,  and,  consequently,  more  able  to  defend 
themselves,  were  they  therefore  to  have  a  standing  army 
to  defend  tbemT  This,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  in  opposition  to 
every  principle  supposed  to  be  republican.  From  the 
foundation  of  the  Government,  it  had  been  zealously 
maintained  that  we  ought  not  io  have  a  large  standing 
army.  In  imitation  of  tbe  old  and  corrupt  Goremmenta 
of  Europe.  The  argument  which  was  now  advanced 
was  precisely  that  which  had  sustained  standing  armies  in 
Europe,  and  trampled  down  tbe  liberties  of  the  people. 

Hr.  SEVIER  said,  when  the  first  bill  providing  for 
the  removal  of  the  Indians  from  .the  east  to  the  west  of 
tbe  Mississippi  river  was  discussed  in  Congress,  it  was 
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his  fortune  to  occupy  a  seat  in  another  quarter  of  this 
building.  On  that  occasion  he  listened,  as  was  his  du^, 
to  all  that  was  said  for  and  against  that  measure.  That 
discussion,  conducted  on  both  sides  with  great  ability^ 
was  far,  very  far,  from  overcoming  his  repugnance  to 
the  passage  of  that  bill.  In  truth,  he  «ks  heartily  op- 
posed  to  it,  not  because  he  believed  it  would  not  be  a 
great  benefit  to  the  old  SUtes,  but  because  it  would, 
in  a  corresponding  ratio,  injure  the  new.  To  quiet  bis 
fears  as  to  its  conset^iiences  to  his  section  of  the  country, 
and  to  reconcile  bim  to  this  favorite  policy  of  the  ad- 
ministration, he  was  repeatedly  assured  that,  when  tbe 
Indians  should  be  removed,  his  constituents  who  live 
in  I  heir  vicinity  should  haye  garrisons  and  troops  and 
military  roads  to  guard  and  protect  them  against  all 
poasibk  danger.  From  that  day  to  tbia,  on  every  suit- 
able occasion,  he  bad  endeavored  to  bold  tbia  Govern* 
ment  te  its  bond.  He  bad  endeavored  to  exact  its  ful- 
filment to  tbe  last  letter.  Build  your  garrisons,  give  us 
troops  for  our  defence,  open  your  military  roa^  with 
the  interior,  and  yield  to  tlie  frontiers  that  security  and 
protection  which  it  is  your  duty  to  bestow,  and  which 
they  have  a  ri^ht  to  require  at  your  hands.  If  your 
standing  army  »  now  too  small  for  those  purposes,  (and 
ofthat  I  entertain  no  doubt,)  increase  it — make  it  large 
enough  for  the  Vants  of  the  whole  countryi  andifaa 
increase  of  three  or  four  thousand  soldiers  is  insufficient, 
go  to  ten  or  twenty  thousand,  (>f  ilie  wants  of  the  coun- 
try require  so  large  an  increase,)  and  I,  for  one,  am 
ready  to  vote  for  auch  a  measure.  And  1  am  not  to  be 
driven  from  this  position,  or  to  falter  in  the  discbarge  of 
my  sacred  duty  to  my  conatituents,  by  the  stale  cry  that 
a  standing  army  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple. Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that  a  stand- 
ing arnnr  of  twelve  thousand  men  (to  which  number 
this  bill  proposes  to  increase  our  army)  can  ever  en- 
danger the  liberties  of  tbe  people.  No,  «r;  if  they 
were  aliens  and  mercenaries,  (and  not,  aa  they  are,  na* 
lire-bom  citizens,  who  are  linked  to  us  by  ties  of  kin- 
dred and  country,}  I  should  have  no  fears  of  an  army  of 
them  conusting  of  twelve  thousand  men.  There  ia  no 
need  for  such  feara.  There  is  no  class  of  our  citixens 
more  patriotie,  none  who  revere  our  institutions  with 
more  idolatry,  or  who  would  be  mere  ready  to  preserve 
them  in  their  purity,  than  those  who  constitute  the  army 
of  tbe  United  Suies.  But  if  they  should  ever  become 
mad  enough  to  attempt  it,  who  among  us  is  credulous 
enough  to  believe  they  would  ever  succeed.  1  will  not 
dwell  any  longer  upon  a  proposition  which  I  confer  bo 
wholly  untenable. 

We  are  told  that,  if  a  atanding  army  is  not  danger^ 
OUB  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  an  increase  of  it  is 
unnecenary.  It  is  said  that  our  Indian  boundaries  have 
of  late  years  become  very  much  contracted;  that  those 
boundaries  now'  extend  only  from  the  St.  Peter's  to  Red 
river;  that  to  the  territory  between  those  two  points  the 
main  body  of  the  Indians  ,have  been  removed  and  con- 
gregated together,  and  on  that  account  are  less  fanaida- 
bte  than  before;  and  that,  thus  settled,  they  sre  broken 
down,  diriteattened,  and  dispirited,  and  io  tbatcondition 
are  wholly  harmless.  To  carry  out  the  picture  to  per- 
fection, we  are  told  that  the  country  they  occupy  ia 
high,  open,  abounding  with  prairie,  so  that,  in  ease  of 
war,  they  can  be  easily  reached  and  promptly  punished 
for  any  aj^ressionsi  that  the  citizens  of  those  frontier 
States  are  competent  to  follow  their  private  pursuit^  wad 
protect  themsetves,  as  did  the  first  settlers  of  Tennesseo 
and  Kentucky,  without  the  aid  of  the  troops  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Hwse  are  tbe  argumenta  which  the  oppo- 
nents of  this  bill  have  pressed  upon  us.  I  shall  be  par- 
doned, I  hope,  in  giving  them  a  rapid  review,  for  I  am 
indisposed  to  trespam  long  upon  the  patience  of  the 
Senate. 
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The  Indians  hrreturore  were  remote  from  each  ftiheri 
they  were  Oivuled  amnnfif  themwlvei,  and  the  different 
trtbei  at  war  with  each  other.  They  were  in  the  invne* 
diaie  vieinil;  of  your  most  populoua  States,  and  generally 
furrounded  by  a  very  deme  white  population,  always  at 
your  service.  They  were  wholly  undiscipltned,  and 
armed  only  with  wvrelubl  and  bows  and  arrows,  in 
this  condiiion,  your  arms,  your  superior  numbers  of 
whites  and  Indian  allies,  and  your  discipline,  have  always 
enabled  you  lo  conquer  them  in  detail,  when  fightinr 
•gainst  you  alone,  and  unsusfained  by  the  exeriions  of 
other  aavagca.  But  in  no  itiatance  have  you  ever  tri- 
umphed orer  themt  iwtwiUutanding  your  neat  advanta- 
ge!, without  the  lots  of  much  treasure  and  hundreds  of 
valudflc  Uvea.  What  is  their  situaiion  nowf  They  are 
located  thousands  of  miles  from  thia  Capilol,  and  hun- 
dreda  of  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  points  from  which 
relief  to  the  frontier  settlements  could  be  brought  in  (he 
event  of  war.  Thry  have  been  taken  from  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  Indians,  Illinois, 
Ohio,  and  the  Carolinas,  and  located  together  upon  the 
borders  of  the  weakest  and  most  remote  States  in  the 
Union.  They  have  the  mighty  Mississippi  between  you 
and  them — a  formidable  barrier  of  itself;  and  that  being 
passed,  you  then  have  a  country  between  them  and  you 
(some  two  or  three  hundred  miles  in  extenr,  befure  you 
reach  their  settlemenis)  but  thinly  settled,  and,  on  that 
account,  without  roada  or  subsistence  for  your  troops. 
Being  thus  remote  fron  a  iuperl»  force,  and  almost  in* 
acMsnhlt,  are  they  less  formidable  now  than  they  ever 
were  before^  The  country  they  inhabit  abounda  in 
wild  horaea  and  buffalo.  Thty  may  be  aaid  to  be  inex- 
haustible. They  will  never  want  cavalry  or  subsistence) 
and,  if  you  defeat  them  upon  our  frontiers,  they  have 
but  to  retreat,  and  retreat,  throunb  the  common  desert 
in  their  rear,  where  yon  can  never  follow  them — to  the 
Rocky  Hountun%  to  California,  to  the  Pacific  ilaelf. 
From  Uieae  hmeeesaible  retreats,  ihey  can  repeat  their 
Ineursionl  whenever  your  troops  are  di^anded  or  drawn 
from  the  frontiera. 

These  Indiana,  thus  placed  upon  our  fronticm,  are 
better  armed  than  even  our  population.  In  compliance 
with  the  terms  of  our  treaties  with  them,  we  have  given 
each  warrior  his  gun,  his  powder  and  lead,  steel.  Iron, 
and  blacksmiths.  To  some  we  have  given,  in  addition, 
awords,  tomahawks,  and  scalping-knives.  These  In- 
dian^  thoi  armed,  have  learned  yuur  discipline.  They 
have  been  trained  in  your  army  as  privates  and  as  offi- 
cers. They  have  seen  much  service  with  you  in  the 
field.  At  thia  time  they  are  all  united  and  friendly  with 
each  other.  Without  calling  to  their  assistance,  what 
thpy  can  at  any  time  obtain,  Ihe  aid  of  the  Pawnees  and 
Camanches,  and  the  other  tribes  that  inhabit  that  coun- 
try, they  can  raise  an  army,  well  disciplined  and  well 
armed,  that  would  be  not  only  truly  formidable,  but  an 
over-match  to  your  preaent  army  and  ttie  diapoaablie  forces 
of  the  frontier  States  of  I^misiana,  Arkansas,  and  Mis- 
souri. At  this  time  we  have  peace  in  that  quarter  of  the 
country,  and  I  most  sincerely  pray  that  a  different  atate 
of  things  may  never  exist  there.  But  what  is  our  securi 
1y?  Does  it  exist  in  the  fact  that  Ihey  are  broken  do«n 
«nd  diapirited?  Do  Ihey  appear  to  be  more  aonow  than 
)>hen  Black  Hawk  and  his  followers  rung  the  war-whoop 
ktpon  the  frontiers  of  llliniHs*  than  when  he  burnt  their 
dwellings,  plundered  tlicir  property,  massacred  the  in- 
Snbitants,  and  produced  a  panic  throughout  that  whole 
jBtale?  Do  they  appear  to  be  more  bntken  down  now 
•than  did  the  Creeks  to  the  citizens  of  AUbama  and 
Georgiaf  more  so  than  Oceola,  with  his  five  or  six 
hundred  naked,  unarmed  followers  did  to  the  people  of 
Florida?  No,  sir]  they  are  still  the  same  cunning,  in- 
domitable people)  they  despise  your  policji  and  openly 
defy  your  power.   And  your  transportation  of  many  of 


them  to  the  frontiera  of  my  State,  in  chains  and  in  band- 
cufTf,  has  not.  in  my  judgment,  soothed  tlieir  tempera 
or  annihilated  their  apiril  of  revenge. 

It  was  the  leading  policy  of  that  diatinguished  Indian 
warrior  who  fell  in  arms  againat  you  at  the  battle  of  the 
Thamea  to  unite  all  the  Indian  tribes  in  a  general  war 
against  >ou.  He  was  then  unable  to  ueompUah  hia  ob- 
ject. Should  a  similar  spirit  appear  upon  our  frontiera 
now,  when  the  various  tribes  are  united  in  friendship, 
and  live  together,  with  the  manifold  advantagea  Uieir 
position  gives  them,  where  we  have  neither  population 
nor  military  force  to  oppoae  them  succeaafuUy,  where 
they  are  armed  and  diacipfined,  and  irriUted  to  the  high- 
est pitch,  there  is  no  me  who  can  estimate  the  eonae- 
quencea  he  might  produce,  or  calculate  the  losa  of  life, 
of  property,  of  trouble  and  expense  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Shall  we  throw  aside  Ihe  leasonsuf  ex- 
perience, and  leave  things  as  they  now  are?  Or  shall 
we  not  guard  efTectuall;^  against  them,  aa  becomca  us, 
by  building  forts,  opening  road«.  Mid  increasing  the 
army  large  enough  to  protect  our  own  eiiizena?  I,  for 
one,  answer  in  the  affirmative.  Remember.  Mr-  Preai- 
denl,  that  you  placed  those  Indiana  upon  our  frontier, 
not  only  without  our  consent,  but  against  our  ttronigeat 
remonstrances.  Uy  constituents  have  ever  maintained 
that  you  had  no  right  thus  to  expose  them  to  the  ca- 
prices of  an  Indian  population)  but  you  have  done  so. 
Tou  cannot  retrace  your  ateps,  but  it  ia  in  your  power  to 
afford  them  atHoe  compensation,  by  giving  them  your 
protection.  That  Ib^  have  asked)  that  they  now  ask. 
I  receive  communications  nearly  every  mail,  calling  my 
attention  to  the  situation  of  our  frontier.  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  not  consider  it  a  sufficient  answer  lo  the  ap> 
plication  of  my  constituents  to  tell  them  that  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  were  settled  without  the  aid  of  troops  of 
the  United  Staterj  and  that,  therefore,  like  them,  they 
must  defend  themselves  and  their  property.  When 
thoae  Slates  were  settled,  the  United  Stalea  were  un- 
able to  afTmrd  then  tlw  necessary  protection)  and  if  pro- 
tection could  have  been  afforded,  protection  they  would 
have  had)  and,  in  that  event,  those  early  settlers  would 
have  had  no  use  for  block-liousesi  they  would  have  had 
fewer  murders  to  weep  for,  and  lets  properly  to  lament 
the  losa  of. 

In  regard  to  my  constituents,  I  can  assure  the  Senate 
that  they  are  bhave,  hardy,  and  patriotic,  and  idolize  the 
institutions  of  their  country.  A  regiment  of  them  are 
now  in  your  service)  and,  whenever  their  aerriees  are 
wanted,  they  will  be  the  flrat  to  afford  you  their  assist- 
ance, and  the  last  to  withhold  it  from  you.  They  can- 
not conveniently  follow  their  private  pursuits  and  at  Ihe 
same  time  guard  the  frontier,  even  if  they  were  able  to 
do  EO|  and,  if  they  were  able  to  guard  it,  would  you  pay 
them  for  their  services?  Nn,  sir.  If  their  settlements 
are  invaded,  and  iheir  property  destroyed  in  war,  will 
you  pay  them  for  it'  No,  sir.  If  Ihey  are  overpower- 
ed snd'murdered,  will  the  State  be  satisfied  by  being 
lold  that  this  Government  is  powrrful,  and  will  redress 
the  injuries  indicted  upon  her  citizens^  No,  siri  it  will 
not  satisfy  the  State.  She  values  the  lives  of  her  citi- 
zens beyond  all  price.  I  am  aware  that  the  increaae  lo 
dur  army  will  cost  us  some  money.  What  of  that? 
Can  it  be  so  well  expended  upon  iny  thing  else?  Andi 
besi'dev,  is  money  to  be  balanced  against  the  life  and 
quiet  and  properiyof  my  constiluentaf  Iwould  not  giro 
the  life  of  the  humblcbL  among  them  for  all  the  paltry 
trash  in  your  Treasury.  I  shall  vute  fur  the  bill,  and  shall 
conclude  by  asking  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  TIP  I  ON  again  addressed  the  Senate,  and  went 
into  a  number  of  details  of  the  late  Indian  wars  in  the 
West,  all  going  to  ^ow  the  necesaity  of  having  both  an 
armed  force  and  suitable  agents,  in  order  to  ctmtrol  Ifan 
Indian  tribes. 
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The  quettion  wm  now  about  to  be  pur,  and  Mr.  8G- 
VIGR  had  demanded  the  yeu  and  nay*,  which  were  or* 
dered;  when 

Mr.  LINN  rote  to  reply  to  the  churge  wh<ch  he  under- 
stood as  having  been  nude  on  Tarious  occRsiona  against 
the  people  of  Missouri,  of  having  plundered  and  oppres- 
sed the  Indians  on  their  border.  Hr.  L.  said  he  liad 
peraonally  resided  for  twenty-wz  years  in  the  Slate  of 
Missouri,  and  knew  that  this  char|fe  was  wholly  un* 
founded  in  truth.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
fsot.  There  was  not  a  man  in  either  Miasouri  or  Wis- 
consin who  did  not  poasess  too  much  sense  to  attempt 
to  plunder  Indians.  Tliey  all  knew  that  at  that  game 
they  were  very  sure  io  come  off  losersi  For  the  Indians 
eould  beat  sll  the  while  men  on  the  face  of  the  earth  at 
stealing.  No;  the  people  of  HisKouri  had  never  robbed 
or  tranqiled  on  these  natives  of  the  Forest.  All  (he  in> 
juries  in  the  esse  had  been  perpetrated  by  Indiana  upon 
the  peaceable  white  settlers  and  their  ramilies.  The  In- 
dians had  been  represented  as  a  poor,  spiritless,  down- 
trodden race,  ignorant  oF  their  own  rights,  and  continu- 
ally imposed  upon  by  the  whites.  Nothing  could  be 
more  opposite  to  the  truth.  A  deal  of  trash  of  this  kind 
had  been  uttered  in  the  course  of  (his  debate,  by  those 
who  ongbt  to  know  better.  No  people  on  the  face  of 
tbe  earth  were  keener  sighted,  or  more  Fully  amke  to 
their  rights  and  interest^  than  the  North  American  In* 
dians,  one  and  all.  No  one  could  have  acquaintance  and 
personal  intercourse  with  them,  and  not  know  they 
were  shrewd  in  an  unusual  degree.  The  Black  Hawk 
war  was  to  be  traced  entirely  Io  the  fraud  practised  by 
that  chief  and  bis  followers  inlbe  execution  of  the  treaty. 
He  had  openly  Insulted  General  Gainei^  and  threatened  his 
loldiers)  and  Gaines,  to  comply  wiih  the  general  peace- 
ful policy  of  the  Government,  bad  been  obGged  to  buy 
him  off.  But  be  returned  again  the  next  yeari  and  this 
would  ever  be  the  course  of  Indians,  notwithstanding  any 
enf^gements  they  might  enter  into,  unless  they  saw  a 
military  force  prepared  to  enforce  ^  compliance  with 
their  promises.  Hr.  L.  claimed  from  tbis  Government 
protection  for  bis  constituents.  The  people  of  Missouri 
had  a  riglit  to  demand  it.  It  was  in  vain  For  gentlemen 
to  talk  of  there  being  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
a  body  of  150,000  Indians,  collected  on  their  immediate 
frontier,  «bo  were  in  reach  and  might  be  in  communi- 
cation with  150,000  more,  inhabiting  Ihe  vast  prairies  of 
the  Webt. 

"  On  tbete  exlenaive  plains  a  new  stale  oF  things  was 
likely  to  grow  up.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  a  great  part 
will  form  a  lawteu  interval  between  Ihe  abodes  of  civil- 
ized man,  like  tbe  wastes  of  the  ocean  and  the  deserts 
of  Anbiai  and,  like  them,  be  subject  to  the  depredations 
of  the  marauder.  Here  may  spring  up  new  and  mon- 
grel races,  like  new  formations  in  geology,  the  amalga* 
mation  of  the  *  debrrs'  and  abrasions  oF  former  races, 
civilized  and  savagei  the  remaina  of  broken  and  almost 
extinguished  tribesj  the  descendants  of  wandering  hun- 
ters and  trappersi  of  fugitives  from  the  Spanish  and 
American  fronlicrsf  of  adventurers  and  desperadoes  of 
every  class  and  coonlry,  yeurly  ejected  from  tbe  bosom 
of  sociely  into  the  wilderness.  We  are  contributing  in- 
cessantly to  swell  this  singular  and  heterogeneous  cloud 
of  wild  population  that  is  to  hang  about  our  frontier,  by 
Ihe  transfer  of  whole  tribes  of  savages  from  the  east  of 
the  Mississippi  to  the  great  wastes  of  the  far  West. 
Many  of  these  bear  with  lliem  the  smart  of  real  or  fan- 
cied injuries;  many  consider  themselves  expatriated 
beings,  wrongfully  exiled  from  tbeir  heredita^  homes 
and  ihe  sepulchres  of  their  fathers,  and  cherish  a  deep 
and  abiding  animosity  against  tbe  race  that  baa  dispos- 
aested  them.  Some  may  gradually  become  pastoral 
hwdes,  like  those  rude  and  migratory  pepple  (half  shep- 
herd, half  warrior)  vbo,  with  their  flocks  uid  berda. 


roam  the  plalnsof  Upper  Asiat  but  others,  tt  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended, w  ill  become  predatory  bands,  mounted  on  tho 
fleet  steeds  of  the  prairies,  with  the  open  plains  for  their 
marauding  grounds,  and  tbe  mountains  for  their  retreats 
and  lurking  places.  Here  ihey  may  r<?semble  those 
great  hordes  uf  Ihe  North,  <  Gog  and  Magog,  with  their 
bands,'  that  haunted  the  gloomy  imaginations  of  the 
Prophets.  *A  great  company  and  mighty  host,  all 
riding  upon  horses,  and  warring  upon  those  nations 
whicb  were  at  rest,  and  dwelt  peaceably,  and  bad  gotten 
cattle  and  goods.'" 

Hr.  L.  said  he  had  just  received  a  letter  from  an  in- 
telligent individual,  who  was  in  circumstances  to  judge, 
who  stated  that  there  were  strong  reasons  to  believe  that 
a  communication  had  been  opiened  with  the  Indians  of 
the  great  prairie  region,  and  that  efforts  were  on  fuut  to 
effect  a  union  with  ihem  against  tbe  United  Slates.  It 
was  all  trash  Io  talk  about  their  being  a  broken-down 
and  powerless  race.  Never  had  they  been  more  fierce, 
never  more  bent  on  war;  and  the  only  hold  which  tbe 
Government  bad  upon  them  wastlirough  their  annuities. 
The  great  tribes,  to  whom  large  annual  payments  in 
money  had  been  guarantied,  would  not  go  to  open  war 
with  this  Government,Jeat  Uieir  annuities  ahould  be  for- 
feited; but  there  were  some  smaller  tribes  not  so  re- 
strained! these  were  not  unlikely  to  commence  a  hostile 
movement;  and,  the  moment  they  should  do  so,  there 
were  multitudes  of  the  young  warriors  from  the  larger 
tribes  ready  and  eager  to  join  them.  It  was  in  this  wsy 
that  lilack  Hawk  bad  become  formidable.  And  this 
state  of  things  would  inevitid>ly  and  necessarily  continue 
until  those  tribes  sliould  become  civilized.  It  was  a  no* 
ble  design,  and,  properly  pursued,  would  neeced;  but 
never  until  the  warlike  habits  of  the  Indians  were  bro- 
ken, and  they  were  converted  into  sgricultuiiBts.  So 
long  as  they  should  be  left  unawed  by  a  military  force, 
and  at  liberty  to  butcher  each  other,  the  benerolent  de- 
aign  intended  In  tbeir  removal  could  never  be  accom. 
pliahed. 

Hr.  L.  Slid  he  bad  himself  travelled  through  their  set- 
tlements; be  had  observed  their  condition;  and,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Fort  Leavenworth,  he  had  Found  fields 
cultivated,  houses  built,  school-houses  erected,  work- 
shops opened,  the  loom  going,  young  Indian  boys,  from 
sixteen  to  eighteen  years  old,  learning  the  mechanic  aria, 
and  some  of  them  as  good  workmen  as  could  be  found 
any  where.  Here  the  Indians  were  perfectly  peaceable; 
and,  beholding  a  controlling  force  in  their  presence, 
and  before  tbeir  eyes,  bad  abandoned  tbeir  warlike  bab* 
its,  and  were  beginning  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace. 
Let  but  this  wfttem  be  carried  out,  and  tbe  same  results 
would  follow  throughout  the  Indian  country.  Was  it 
not  worth  an  experiment^  Did  we  not  owe  it  to  these 
people  thus  to  secure  to  Ihem  a  fiiir  start  in  the  course  of 
civilization?  This  once  secured,  their  progress  would 
afterwards  be  ceatain.  Only  keep  down  the  tomahawk  Tar 
a  Few  years,  and  interest  and  experience  would  convince 
these  people  of  ihe  advantages  of  peace  and  civilization. 
But  leave  them  to  tbeir  own  savage  nature,  refuse  to  the 
while  settlers  any  military  defence,  and  these  Indians^ 
whenever  tbeir  resentment  should  be  awakened,  could 
at  any  time  make  an  iiruption  into  our  settlements^ 
bumj  acalp,  slay,  and  butcher,  without  mercy,  and  then 
retreat  to  their  swamps  and  deserts  before  any  force 
could  be  collected  to  resist  them.  It  required  no  spirit 
of  prophecy  to  foretell,  with  great  certainly,  tbe  recur- 
rence of  scenes  of  this  character  on  our  frontiers,  if  the 
Government  ^ould  neglect  to  errct  forts,  and,  after  they 
were  erected,  ahould  be  unable  or  unwilling  to  garrison 
them.  And,  when  the  blood  of  helpless  women  and 
children  had  (bus  been  shed,  would  not  those  Senators 
Feel  bitter  remorse,  who,  by  opposing  a  measure  so  ne- 
ceuary  and  so  salutary  as  that  muy  before  Ihe  Senate, 
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b»d,  to  B  oeitain  eztcDt,  made  tbemelTci  abirertin  tlut 
blood? 

Mr.  L.  htd  repeatedly  heml  it  Mid  tto  H'wouri 
would  find  ample  compenwtiois  in  tbe  vast  eipendlture 
of  public  money  on  her  borders,  Tor  the  eviU  ihtt  might 
ffrow  out  of  tbe  congrrgalian  of  Mich  ftery  and  ditcor- 
dant  tribes  of  IndAna  on  b«r  borders.  She  wanted 
wealth  from  no  such  sources.  Tbe  God  of  nature  had 
been  inmt  bountiful  to  hert  and  all  her  populalioa  ear- 
nestly desired  wu  to  be  left  in  peace  to  cultimte  the 
bletringfl  io  lavishly  thcnreKd  on  tbem-  Washed  on 
tbe  east  by  the  "  Father  of  Waters,"  some  of  those  trib- 
tafiea  inoseulate  with  tbe  silver  fakes  of  the  ^orth;  divi. 
ded  into  nearly  equal  parts  by  the  mighty  Missouri  river, 
vbese  sources  lie  hid  in  the  recesses  and  caves  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  where  silence  loves  to  keep  her  long 
millenium  of  unbroken  reposet  a  rich  virgin  soil;  moun- 
tains pregnant  with  mineral  wealtbt  eilensive  plains  and 
noble  foreats,  much  reason  has  afae  for  rejoicing,  but  let 
her  rejoice  with  modesty. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  some  remarks  In  rejoinder.  He 
vaa  understood  as  saying  that  his  remarks  had  been  in- 
tended to  refer  only  to  the  Southern  Indians^  and  not  to 
those  on  our  Norlbwestem  border.  The  Senator  from 
Missouri  iiad  represented  the  Indians  in  his  neighbor- 
hood as  far  advanced  in  civilization,  yet  was  detnanding 
troops  to  protect  bis  constituents  against  their  ravsges. 

Mr.  LINN  explained.  What  beiisd  said  about  advan< 
ced  civilization  referred  not  to  tbe  body  of  Indians  on 
tbe  frontiers  generally,  but  to  those  only  who  were  in 
the  vicinity  of  Fort  Leavenworthi  and  hii  argument  had 
been,  that,  if  similar  forts  riiouM  be  distributed  at  short 
distances  along  our  frontier,  tbe  sane  efi^ti  might  be 
hoped  for  on  a  wider  scale. 

Mr.  PRESTON  went  into  t  course  of  general  remarks 
upon  tbe  bill,  approving  iu  provIsiMU  so  far  as  related 
to  tbe  increase  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army.  He 
dwelt  on  the  deficiency  of  troops  in  Florida,  the  defence* 
less  state  of  our  fortifications  on  the  seaboardf  the  broken 
state  of  the  regiments,  and  the  consequent  inefficiency 
of  our  rallittry  force.  He  thought  we  might  expect  an 
occasional  brush  with  some  of  the  Indian  tribes,  though 
nothing  like  a  general  or  permsnent  Indian  war  was  at 
all  nkefy  to  happen.  In  Tezai^  toOt  should  the  struggle 
be  prosecuted  by  Mezicot  it  would  be  very  desperate  in 
its  cbarscler,  and  might  be  expected  unavoidably  to  ex- 
lend  itself  more  or  less  across  the  line  into  our  own  ter- 
~  ritoryi  in  addition  to  which,  it  was  not  improbable  that 
attempts  would  be  made  on  both  sides  to  enlist  an  Indian 
force.  All  these  were  reasons  with  bim  for  believing 
that  the  Rumerioal  force  of  our  army  ought  to  be  aug- 
mented. 

As  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  related  to  an  increase 
of  the  staff,  though  he  had  been  opposed  to  it  at  the  Ust 
sesdoB,  it  had  been  only  because  be  wi^ed  the  depart- 
ment to  point  out  tbe  mode  in  which  it  should  be  Arrang- 
ed. This  bad  now  been  donei  and  as  the  service  here  was 
suffering,  by  taking  officers  from  their  duties  in  the  de- 

ffi>tmcnt  to  perform  active  duty  in  the  field,  he  was  sat- 1 
ed  that  the  staff  also  needed  to  be  augmented. 
Mr.  CULY  inquired  of 'Mr.  P.  whether  be  believed 
that  an  increase  of  the  army  on  paper  would  secure  an 
actual  increase  of  its  numbers  in  tbe  field  ^  If  the  army» 
when  nominally  containing  but  6^000  men*  cnukl  not  be 
reeiuitedf  how  was  it  likely  to  be  filled  up  when  nominal- 
ly 13,000  r 

Mr.  PRESTON  replied,  that  all  liistoty  had  shown 
that  there  waagenrrally  a  fixed  relative  proportion  be- 
tween the  number  of  an  army  on  the  rolls  and  in  actual 
service.  It  was  probable  that  the  same  proportion 
would  still  continuet  and  though  the  army,  as  augment- 
ed, might  not  be  full,  it  would  be  much  larger  than  if 
the  prc^osed  cnhrgcmeDt  by  law  did  not  take  place. 


Mr.  BENTON  vent  into  some  explanation  as  to  offi- 
cers who  hsd  been  taken  from  the  bureau  and  ordered 
into  active  servicei  and  inriated  that  thia  very  fact  np- 
plied  a  strong  argument  why  tbeir  number  should  be 
increased. 

After  some  further  explanations  and  replies  on  this 
part  of  tbe  general  subject,  the  debate  closed. 

The  bill  was  smended,  on-motion  of  Hr.  MOORE,  by 
striking  outthe  19th  section,  (requiring dismissed  cadets 
to  pay  a  sum  to  the  Govemmenti)  and  the  bill  was  then 
passed,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  followa; 

TsAa — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Cuthbert,  Rwing  of  lllinoit,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Taihnsdgr. 
Tipion,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wright— 26. 

Nats— Messrs.  Calhnun,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Moore,  Preotis% 
Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlhison— 13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE, 

The  'Senate  vent  into  tbe  condderation  of  executive 
business;  after  vbieb, 
It  adjourned. 


FaiDAT,  FZBBUABT  17. 

GENERAL  SCOTT. 

Tbe  resohilion  offered  by  Mr.  Pbestos,  calling  on 
the  President  for  a  eopy  of-the  proceedings  of  the  late 
court  of  inquiry  at  Frederick,  in  relation  to  the  Flori- 
da war,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  there  was  a  strong  impresnoo  on 
the  public  mind  that  the  result  of  the  late  court  of  In- 
quiry at  Frederick  was  not  only  exculpatory,  but  ex- 
ceedbigly  honorable  to  General  Scott.  Hr.  P,  exalted 
in  the  Donor  which  bad  accrued  to  the  country  by  thai 

general,  and  it  was  with  deep  regret  that  he  saw  the 
reaident  did  not  abare  in  these  favorable  sentiments. 
Looking  at  tbe  hte  letter  of  the  President  on  the  subject, 
Mr.  P.  believed  that  if  any  cue  had  ever  been  present- 
ed in  which  it  was  necessary  for  Congress  and  the  coun- 
try to  know  what  had  been  done,  this  esse  was  eminent- 
ly such. 

Since  June  last,  the  reputation  of  General  Scott  hsd 
undergone  a  severe  canvass.  He  was  then  superseded 
in  bis  ct^mmand  of  the  army  of  Florida,  by  means  of  the 
letter  of  a  subordinate  officer  under  his  command  to 
tbe  editor  of  a  newspaper  in  Washington  city.  The 
manner  of  his  conducting  the  war  was  made  tbe  subject 
of  investigation,  and  he  was  arraigned  before  a  court. 
The  subwdinate  officer  who  had  accused  him  wu  suc- 
cessively advanced  from  tbe  Mtuation  he  then  occupied 
till  he  was  in  the  chief  command  in  (he  very  war  from 
which  he  had  been  tbe  Instrument  of  removing  General 
Scott  by  these  extraordinary  mean*,  and  was  at  tbe  head 
of  better  and  more  numeroua  troops. 

General  Scott's  character  (Mr.  p.  aaid)  was  a  historical 
onet  and,  whatever  it  was,  it  had  been  fairly  won.  In 
j  ustice  to  bim,  in  justice  to  us  and  to  our  national  char- 
acter, be  ought  to  be  vindicated  from  any  accusations 
which  he  had  not  merited. 

Tbe  result  of  the  court  of  inquiry  (Mr.  P.  said)  had 
been  made  known  to  tbe  country)  and  it  therefore  struck 
him  as  highly  deiinble  ibat  the  proceedings  of  the 
Court  should  be  spread  not  only  on  the  journal  of  the 
court,  but  publicly  on  the  journals  of  Congresa.  The 
letter  of  accusation  bad  been  published  in  the  Globr, 
and,  as  far  as  General  Jesup's  sentiments  would  go,  pub- 
lic opinion  was  pre*occupied  seven  months  ago.  The 
opinions  of  the  Prerident  also,  in  oppo«tion  to  the  Vtrwa 
of  the  court  martial,  had  been  made  known  to  (he  world. 
Under  (hete  circumatsnoes,  Mr.  P.  thnught  it  very  de- 
sirable thai  Copgiesi  should  have  somcthirg  on  the  other 
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nde  of  the  question,  so  that  they  iidght.be  ible  properly 
to  make  up  their  opinions,  6nt,  between  Generals  Jenip 
imA  Scott,  mnd  then  between  the-court  martial  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  President  had 
thought  proper  to  pabliih  his  dissent  Trom  the  result  of 
the  court  martial,  and  thus  the  seal  of  secrecy  was  to  a 
certain  extent  broken  on  the  proceedings  of  the  court. 
The  whole-truth  ought  to  be  known  on  the  subject;  and 
if  it  should  then  appear  that  a  great  injury  had  been  done, 
Mr.  P,  would  biTO  the  Tengeuica  of  the  people  fall 
when  it  ought  to  fall. 

Mr.  CRITI'ENDEN  said  he  concurred  in  the  views  of 
the  Senator  in  relation  to  General  Scott,  and  he  felt  much 
sympathy  for  him  in  the  wrongs  which  he  bad  suffered. 
But  he  understood  that  the  official  proceedings  of  the  court 
martial  had  been  resumed,  and  that  it  was  not  thererure 
in  the  President's  power  to  send  them. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  that  the  reK>lulion  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affaire,  that  Ihey  might 
obtain  the  papers,  if  they  could  be  obtained]  but  he  wu 
eonfldent  they  were  not  in  possenlon  of  the  President. 

Mr.  PRESTON  considered  such  a  reference  unneces- 
sary, as  a  direct  call  from  the  Senate  ought  to  answer 
every  purpose.  He  suggested  that  there  might  be  copies 
of  the  proceedings  here,  though  the  original  had  been  re- 
turned. He  regretted  if  it  were  not  so,  as  in  that  case 
lliere  would  not  be  lime  for  any  action  of  Congreu  at  this 
•eision. 

Mr.  BENTON  declared  It  ■  usurpation  fbr  either 
branch  of  Congrew  to  call  for  papers  of  this  kind  till  the 
reault  bad  been  entirety  made  up  by  the  authorities  con- 
atitoted  for  ihst  purpose.  It  would  also  forestall  the 
public  judgment)  and,  if  such  a  resolution  should  pass, 
It  would  seem  as  if  the  Sentte  were  not  wide  awake;  or, 
at  best,  it  would  indicate  that  they  were  in  doubt  whether 
the  proper  authorities  had  completed  their  action  on  tb* 
nibjcet. 

Mr.  PRESTON  repelled  this  charge.  General  Jesup 
■nd  the  Prerident,  be  said,  had  already  forestalled  the 
public  jndgment{  and  the  just  order  of  Inquiry  now  de- 
manded that  the  main  facts  of  the  case  should  be  publicly 
known. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  observed  that  nothing  could  possibly 
be  mm  unfortunate  for  the  army  than  a  readiness  on 
the  part  of  Congress  to  mingle  up  questions  of  military 
discipline,  and  the  standing  and  conduct  of  mintary  men, 
with  the  strifes  of  parly  politics.  Nothing  could  be  more 
utterly  at  war  with  all  those  high  and  chivalrous  feelings 
which  oaght  ever  to  distingui^  the  soldier.  Mr.  C. 
ahould  greatly  regret  that  Congress  should  now  hastily 
rush  into  such  a  practice.  The  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject they  could  commence  whenever  they  please;  but, 
when  commenced,  it  could  not  be  terminated  with  the 
■ame  beility.  What  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  PncsToir]  chiefly  objected  to  wa",  that  the 
Prerident  should  jHiblish  a  part  of  the  finding  of  the 
court.  It  was  not  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  that 
the  error  lay.  His  friend  would  not  assert  that  the 
President  erred  there.  The  President  did  not  err.  The 
uniform  practice  on  the  part  of  courts  of  inquiry  was 
first  to  furnish  sn  abstract  of  the  evidence  submitted 
to  themi  then  their  reasoning  upon  that  evidenoei  and 
finally  their  sentence  in  the  ease.  But  here  the  court 
bad  pronounced  a  hare  acquittal.  Such  a  form  of  pro- 
CCedmg  was  not  for  the  advantage  of  Grnerat  Scott  him- 
self, in  whose  favor  the  sentence  had  been  given.  Gen- 
eral Scott,  if  he  understood  his  own  interest,  shuuld  de- 
sire an  abstract  of  the  caae,  presenting  the  fscls  as  they 
wire  proved,  so  that  he  might  fully  establish  his  inno- 
cence, or  mi^t  authorize  his  cotintry  to  pronounce  a 
different  verdict  from  the  court,  aceording  as  the  case 
night  he. 

There  vaa  another  p<rint  in  tbb  cam  vbieb  ought  not 


to  be  overlookedi  and  that  was  the  extreme  irregularity 
of  the  court  in  referring  to  the  conduct  of  General 
Jesop.  Ahhough  the  conduct  of  that  officer  was  never 
submitted  to  them  Toe  examination  and  judgment,  they 
had  pronounced  a  most  Utter  and  unmeasured  censure 
upon  him.  This  alone  formed  a  suffident  ground  for 
the  President  returning  to  them  their  report.  It  was 
most  unfortunate  for  the  army  that  a  spirit  of  faction 
seemed  to  have  taken  possession  of  even  its  officers, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest.  They  seemed  uncon- 
scious of  that  delicacy  of  hdhor,  that  reserving  pride, 
which  formed  one  of  the  highest  distinctions  of  the  true 
soldier.  An  ofBcer  poasessed  by  the  right  spirit  would 
never  choose  !o  lift  that  veil  which  covers,  with  a  sacred 
and  proper  secrecy,  whatever  belonged  to  the  conduct 
of  a  superior.  But  we  were  called  daily  to  witness  a 
spirit  the  reverse  of  this.  It  was  a  spirit  which  every 
man  who  loved  his  country,  and  felt  for  the  character  of 
the  army,  ought  promptly  to  discourage. 

Mr.  BENTON  ^d  he  had  looked  slightly  into  this 
case,  and  he  understood  the  court  of  inquiry  to  have 
been  directed  to  report  the  facts.  Sometimes  courts  of 
this  charscter  delivered  simply  their  opinion,  without  giv- 
ing the  fsctst  sometimes  (hey  reported  the  fscts  alone, 
without  expressing  any  opinion;  but  here  tbey  were  re- 
quired to  do  both — not  merely  to  express  an  opinion  on 
the  conduct  of  General  Scott,  but  to  return  Gte  f»ci»  on 
which  that  opinion  was  founded.  The  paper  put  forth 
by  the  Prendent  objected  to  the  finding  of  the  court, 
because  the  fscts  were  not  reported,  and  because  he 
wished  to  examine  them  for  himself.  The  disapproval 
is  not  of  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  court,  but  of  their 
omission  to  give  the  fiicts  of  the  case.  He  thought  it 
would  bean  act  of  usurpation,  should  the  Senate,  in 
this  stsge  of  the  bunness,  attempt  to  interfere  and  fwe- 
statl  public  opinion,  before  the  Preudent  had  expressed 
his  judgment  either  one  way  or  the  other.  The  Presi- 
dent had,  as  yet,  expressed  no  opinion  of  the  officer, 
but  only  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  court. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  that  he  agreed  entirely  wHb  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cothbxbt]  in  the 
regret  expressed  by  him  at  the  factious  spirit  which 
seemed  to  prevail  In  the  army.  The  spectacle  was 
truly  a  melancholy  one.  Our  military  delenders  seemed 
to  be  poasessed,  throughout,  with  a  apirit  of  rivalry  and 
of  mutual  hostility.  It  might  present  a  curious  question, 
should  the  causes  be  investigated  which  bad  led  to  thia 
stale  of  things.  The  whole  ortltis  alTair  in  relation  to 
General  Scott  had  originated  in  such  a  spirit .  It  had  been 
occasioned  by  a  direct  attack  of  a  subordinate  officer 
against  his  superior  in  command,  who  was  at  the  time 
acting  with  him  in  the  6eld.  It  assailed  his  military 
character,  and  disapproved  and  opposed  his  plan  of  the 
campaign.  The  c<Hnmunicstion  in  which  it  was  con- 
tained had  been  forwarded,  not  to  the  Department  of 
War,  but  to  ihe  editor  of  the  Globe  newspaper,  to  be 
by  him  presented  privately  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  Preudent,  with  bis  characteristic 
frankness  instead  of  holding  this  as  a  secret  communi- 
cation, immediately  made  it  public,  and  placed  it  on  the 
files  of  the  Department.  What  could  more  strikingly 
■exhibit  the  spirit  which  bu  been  so  well  described  by 
the  Senator  from  Geoi^F  There  seemed,  throughout 
the  army,  to  be  a  want  of  subordination  on  the  part  of 
its  officers;  and  Ur.  P.  thought  it  llie  duty  of  Congrecs 
to  assert  the  obligations  of  military  authority.  In  this 
esse,  the  causes  of  the  fniltire  of  the  campaign  in 
Florida  had  been  under  invesOgallon  by  a  court  of  in- 
quiry, and,  as  a  part  of  the  testimony  in  the  case,  the 
letter  of  General  Jesup  had  been  referred  to.  The 
court  declared  that,  in  their  judgmeotj  the  allegations 
contained  in  that  letter  against  General  Beott  are  with- 
out foundation  I  and  they  expr^^i^^fie  freedom. 
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their  opinion  of  the  accuier.  Tliis,  Mr.  F.  believed, 
waa  common  in  courta  martial.  But,  all  this  apart,  ad- 
■niltiDg  that  that  portion  of  the  report  was  supereroga- 
tory, wai  the  PrcMdent  to  cut  out  of  thii  report  so 
much  as  made  against  General  Scott,  and  yet  were  the 
Senate  to  be  told  ttiat  the  proceeding  was  stilt  private 
and  inchoated  It  was  not  private.  The  Preaident  had 
published  it  to  the  world.  Was  be  to  aclecl  just  so  much 
as  be  pleased,  and  keep  back  the  residue^  Was  what- 
ever made  against  an  oificer  to  be  published,  wliile  that 
which  was  in  bia  favor  w«t  withheld  from  publication.' 
The  President  cumpUined  of  the  court  Air  not  having  re- 
ported bctai  but  Mr.  P.  insisted  that  the  court  liid  re< 
ported  facts  of  the  utmost  importance.  He  here  quoted 
the  report,  to  show  that  the  court  had  declared  that  there 
had  been  no  improper  delay  on  tlie  part  of  General 
Scott.  This,  surely,  was  one  important  fact.  Then,  that 
the  earliest  meuurea  had  been  taken  to  provide  arms. 
Ice,  fur  the  troops.  Here  was  another  important  fact. 
l*hat,  on  hia  arrival,  he  bad  found  the  men  almost  utter- 
ly destitute  of  all  which  they  ought  to  possess.  This 
waa  another  fact.  Then,  that  arms  had  been  distributed 
to  the  volunteers.  This  was  another.  That  the  plan  of 
General  Scott  had  been  well  devisedj  and  so  on.  Here 
were  facts  detailed  as  fully  ss  in  a  special  verdict.  The 
court  bad  referred  to  the  testimony  as  fully  establishing 
them,  and  bad  thereupon  acquitted  Genera)  Scott. 
Their  report  was  a  direct  assertion  of  facts,  and  of  all 
the  leading  and  prominent  ftets  in  the  eas^.  The  Pre^- 
dent,  having  published  this  report,  and  accompanied  it 
with  bia  dissent,  he  was  utterly  precluded  from  saying 
that  the  matter  was  still  private,  incomplete,  and  before 
the  court  for  investigation.  If,  indeed,  be  had  not  given 
publicity  to  this  document,  hia  dissent  would  have  been 
in  the  nature  of  an  interlocutory  decree,  and  it  might 
have  still  been  said  that  the  sfTair  was  before  the  court) 
but,  having  choeen  the  oUicr  counrj  this  plea  could  no 
longer  be  offered. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  entered  with  reluctance  upon  thia 
subject.  He  had  wailed  tu  see  whether  some  one  more 
competent  to  do  it  justice  would  nut  lake  it  up,  until  a 
motion  was  made  to  go  into  e  xecutive  businesst  he  then 
could  no  longer  refrain,  as  well  from  a  personal  feeling 
of  friendbhip  to  General  Scott  as  from  a  regard  to  the 
public  good.  Hr.  P.  was  determined  thutomcer  should 
neither  be  cru^d  by  a  direct  blow,  nor  undermined  by 
indirection.  He  lamented  the  position  in  which  General 
Scott  was  placed,  and  he  lamented  every  moment's  de- 
lay which  stood  between  him  and  a  full  acquittal. 

Mr.  RIVES  observed  that  the  question  was  not  now 
on  the  final  adoption  of  the  resolution  which  had  t^een 
offered,  but  simply  on  the  reference.  The  only  anxiety 
he  felt  in  reference  to  the  matter  was,  that  the  course 
taken  should  be  the  moat  proper  one,  and  should  best 
insure  to  General  Scott  a  full  measure  of  justice.  As  to 
the  opinion  of  the  President  on  the  merits  of  the  decision, 
or  the  merits  of  the  proceedings  themselves,  he  should 
not  enter  into  any  discussion,  because  be  deemed  it  pre* 
mature.  The  Senate  hud  not  the  necessary  lights  on 
which  to  proceed.  The  only  question  they  had  now  to 
decide  was,  what  was  the  proper  course  to  be  taken 
with  the  resoluttun?  He  did  not  wish  the  Senate  to 
adopt  any  act  which  should  prove  nugatory.  If  it  was 
true  that  the  proceedings  had  been  remitted  to  the 
court  to  be  remodelled,  and  were  not  in  the  pouesiion 
of  the  Exrcutive,  ihc-n  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
would  be  nugatory,  and  could  lead  to  no  result.  He 
thought  that-  that  fuct  presented  a  proper  subject  for  the 
preliminary  inquiry  of  a  committee.  Mr.  K.  said  that 
he  agreed  in  opinion  with  ihe  chaiTman  of  the  Military 
Committee  \yLt,  BxiiToii]  in  thinking  that  it  wotiM  be  a 
violation  of  role,  and  a  uaurpation  of  power,  should  the 
Senate  ask  for  the  prccecdiiigs  of  the  court  of  inquiry 


before  the  final  judgment  of  the  President  thereupon 
hsd  been  given.  He  thought,  too,  that  the  language  of 
the  resolution  waa  a  Kttle  too  strong;  but  of  that  he  did 
not  pretend  to  be  so  gof>d  a  judge,  as  it  was  rather  a 
question  for  military  gentlemen.  He  asked  whether 
any  case  existed  in  which  the  opinion  of  a  court  martial 
had  ever  been  called  for  till  iis  final  conaummation  by 
the  President.  He  waa,  indeed,  aware  that  there  was  a 
peculiarity  in  this  case,  from  the  fact  that  the  opinion  of 
the  President  had  been  expressed  before  the  proceeding 
waa  finally  closed.  How  far  that  might  take  the  case  out 
of  the  general  rule,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say,  un- 
learned as  he  was  in  military  affairs.  He  hoped  be  had 
not  been  betrayed  into  too  ardent  an  expreasioD  of  the 
feelings  he  cherished  towards  General  Scott,  whose 
character  he  considered  sa  forming  a  prominent  part  in 
the  history  of  the  republic,  as  well  as  of  the  moral 
riches  of  that  Commonwealth  it  was  his  honor  to  repre- 
sent. He  could  entertain  no  doubt,  whatever  might  be 
the  personal  opinion  of  the  President,  that  public  senti- 
ment woutd  do  General  Scolt  ample  justice.  In  the 
mean  while,  Hr.  R.  had  no  wiah  to  mix  up  a  military 
question  with  the  fleeting  contests  of  party,  and  liis 
main  solicitude  was  to  prevent  this.  But  a  littte  delay 
would  be  incurred,  should  the  Senate  delsy  its  action  on 
this  subject,  as  the  proceedings  had  been  remitted  to 
the  court,  not  for  Uie  purpose  uf  having  additional  evi- 
dence taken,  but  only  that  the  evidence  now  in 
posaesnon  of  the  court  should  be  collated,  and  the  con- 
clusion deduced  from  Ihe  facta  of  the  case.  Full  and 
complete  testimony  must  have  been  already  taken,  and 
the  digesting  of  it  could  occupy  but  a  few  days.  The 
whole  would  then  be  returned  to  the  President,  and 
Mr.  R.  felt  aasured  that  no  unreasonable  delay  would 
afterwards  be  suffered  to  lake  place.  I'he  reputation  of 
General  Scott  waa  of  loo  durable  a  material  to  be  affected 
b^  this  short  delay.  While  Hr.  K.  yielded  to  none  in  pa- 
triotic and  personal  solicitude  to  vindicate  that  officer 
from  every  unjust  charge  against  hina,  be  waa  anxtoua 
that  course  should  he  pursued  which  should  most  readily 
evolve  the  unbiased  opinion  of  the  whole  nation  upon 
his  character  and  conduct.  It  seemed  to  him  most 
proper,  especially  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  PassTOK,]  who  had  moved  the  resolution,  waa 
himself  a  member  of  the  Military  Committee,  that  the 
resolution  should  b«  referred  to  that  committee.  He 
considered  this  as  the  course  which  would  best  consult 
the  permanent  fame  of  General  Scott,  and,  in  that  belief* 
should  vote  fur  the  commitment. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  observed  that  it  was  by  no  means 
an  uncommon  thing  that  mere  personal  coDsideratinns 
should  operste  to  retard  debate,  but,  in  bis  own  case, 
he  had  no  desire  that  this  should  happen.  The  Senate 
were  fully  capable  of  understanding  what  had  been  al- 
ready Slid,  and  there  ^uld  be  no  need  to  repeat  it.  He 
was  willing  iliat  tbe  resolution  Aould  take  either  of  the 
courses  which  had  been  proposed.  He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  its  being  referred,  and  he  was  willing  that  it 
should  be  laid  upon  the  table.  He  had  risen  now  to 
offer  but  a  single  observation.  The  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  had  taken  up  tbe  paper  containing  the  finding 
of  the  court,  and,  reading  one  sentence  alter  another, 
had  asked,  is  not  this  a  fact^  and  is  not  this  a  hcl.' 
Mr.  0.  replied,  no.  It  was  the  expression  of  an  opin- 
ion deduced  from  a  mass  of  facts.  It  stated  the  opinion 
uf  the  court,  and  nothing  more.  Was  this  good  ground 
for  such  a  report  as  the  Preaident  demanded.'  His 
friend  waa  of  opinion  that,  in  respect  to  General  Jesup, 
the  court  had  done  nothing  but  what  they  were  warrant- 
ed to  do.  Hr.  C.  thought  in  ibis  be  erred.  Was  it  the 
practice  of  courts  lu  deliver  strong  opinions  of  cen- 
sure on  the  cbifacter  of  witnesKs  who  testified  be- 
fore them?  He  beliend  not.  GeiKnU^G,^  *P- 
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p»red  before  tbe  court  only  si  »  witnesa.  The  court 
hati  a  right  to  say,  if  bo,  they  thought  his  allef^Ations  were 
not  flustiiined,  but  they  had  no  right  to  pronounce  a  se- 
vere censure  upon  his  conduct. 

Hr.  STRANGE  made  some  rrmarki.  He  ws3  under- 
stood to  say  that  he  apprehended  much  danger  of  the 
Senate's  getting  into  a  political  dispute  on  &  military 
question.  The  chief  complaint  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Hr.  Pkbstos]  was,  that  the  President 
had  published.  But  what  bad  be  published?  That  which 
could  injure  any  one?  Had  he  refused  to  sanction  the 
sentence  of  the  court,  and  given  no  reatona  for  the  refu* 
h1?  if  he  had  done  this,  there  might  have  been  ground 
for  compl^nt.  But  the  President  had  not  ao  much  as 
declared  that  be  did  dissent  from  tbe  sentence.  All  he 
had  said  was,  that  he  could  not  eonfinn,  for  want  of  a 
more  distinct  statement  of  the  facts.  Until  these  were 
laid  before  him,  he  could  not  form  a  judgment  whether 
the  decision  of  the  court  had  been  right  or  wrong.  The 
court  theiDselves  admitted  that  there  had  been  a  delay. 
Mr.  S.  did  not  say  by  whom  it  had  been  oceaaoined. 
The  Pre^dent,  by  sending  back  tbe  proceeding!,  bad 
occaaiobed  no  drby  that  wu  improper.  As  a  Judicial 
officer,  he  could  not  batten  to  judgment.  It  was  true 
ibat  the  President  complained  that  the  court  had  gone 
out  of  tbeir  way  to  censure  General  Jeaup,  but  it  cer- 
tainly did  not  lie  in  tbe  mouth  of  the  defenders  of  Gen* 
eral  Scott  to  complsin  that  the  President  protected  Gen* 
er.<l  Jesop.  Delieving  that  any  interference  by  the  Sen- 
ate would  (Mily  operate  to  injure  General  Scott,  I  more 
to  lay  the  resolulioa  on  the  table. 

The  question  beirig immediately  put,  it  was  negatived: 
Ayes  17,  noes  23. 

Mr.  PRESTON  asked,  when  the  PreMdent  received 
GenerAl  Jesup'a  letter,  accusing  General  Scott,  did  he 
send  that  back,  and  call  for  the  testimony?  No,  Al- 
though the  letter  necessarily  opened  the  way  for  the 
promotion  of  him  that  wrote  it,  and  wa^  therefore  liable 
to  every  possible  suspicion  which  personal  interest  cuukl 
create,  tbe  Prerident  called  for  no  testimony  in  that  case. 
General  Scott  was  instantly  superseded,  and  transferred 
to  Frederick^  while  the  informer  against  him  was  raised 
to  his  placet  but  .now,  when  the  court  found  that  the 
character  of  General  Jesup  was  involved,  and  hla  allt-ga- 
tions  unaustained.  General  Scott  was  hung  up  in  pro- 
longed suspense,  while  the  President  called  for  testimo> 
ny.  General  Scott  bad  been  acquitted,  but,  instead  of 
being  restored  to  hia  station  at  the  head  of  an  advancing 
army,  he  must  wait  for  testimony.  Mr.  P.  said  lie  was 
glad  to  see  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  eaulious 
of  the  reputation  of  officers  in  the  United  States  armyt 
but  it  wss  a  most  extraordinary  spectacle  to  see  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  an  army  thus  seized  upon,  at  the 
auggestion  of  a  private  letter}  and  then,  when  the  court 
of  inquiry  ventured  to  suggest  any  thing  against  his  sec- 
ond in  commsnd,  they  are  immediately  censured,  and 
their  sentence  sent  back  to  them.  Had  a  letter  been 
sent  to  the  editor  of  the  Globe,  secretly  assailing  the 
cbsrscter  and  conduct  of  General  Jesup,  and  tlie  court 
had  expressed  its  disapprobation  of  General  Scott  for 
■uch  a  course,  would  it  have  incurred  the  same  measure 
of  preaidential  displeasure?  Mr.  P.  could-well  compre- 
hend the  feeling  which  had  elicited  this  expression  of 
indignant  feeling  from  the  officers  wlio  composed  that 
court  of  inquiry.  Honorable  men  felt  jealous  of  the 
eharaclers  of  high  military  commanders,  and  felt  them- 
selves called  upon  by  duty  to  express  their  opinion  of  one 
who  could  secretly  assail  them.  Yet,  the  moment  they 
do  so,  the  Senate  are  reminded  of  the  sacredness  of  in- 
dividual character.  Where  was  the  sacredness  qf  mili> 
tary  character  when  General  Scott  bad  been  hurled 
from  his  command  on  the  letter  of  an  informer,  and  for 
three  months  subjected  to  all  the  rezatitwi  and  delays  of 


a  military  prosecution,  when  no  human  being,  acquaint* 
ed  with  the  facts  of  the  case,  believed  that  the  slightest 
blame  could  justly  attach  to  him?  He  had  been  accused 
of  having  too  much  military  learning,  and  of  too  much 
strategy  in  the  planning  of  hia  campaign;  but  what  bad 
the  course  of  tbe  campaign  nnce  then  demonslratedf 
History  had  vindicated  tbe  correetneaa  of  his  viewst  ev- 
ery failure  which  had  since  occurred  contributed  its 
proof  to  the  same  point.  The  course  of  those  who  liad 
superseded  him  led  to  the  same  conclusion.  The  exist- 
ing state  of  things  was  precisely  that  which  General 
Scott  had  predicted(  and  those  now  in  commsnd  were 
vslking  in  the  very  steps  which  Scott  bad  said  they 
would  be  compelled  to  pursue.  Every  movement  in 
Florida  had  but  eonftrmed  his  military  knowledge,  and 
fulAtled  that  which  bis  military  forerigbt  had  predicted. 
Ther^  remained  against  hia  conduct  not  the  ahadow  of 
a  shade. 

Mr.  CUTHBERTsaid  he  should  not  reply  to  the  Sen* 
ator  from  South  Carolina.  He  was  merely  desirous  that 
ihat  course  should  be  pursued  -which  would,  in  the  end, 
be  most  beneficial  to  the  cause  of  his  friend.  Tbe  Sen- 
ator had  apoken  of  Genetml  Scott  as  General  Scott  of 
Cliippewayt  and  waa  not  General  Jesup  Jesup  of  Chip* 
pewsy.^  He  had  spoken  of  him  as  General  Scott  of 
Bridgewater;  but  did  he  forget  that  General  Jesup  waa 
also  General  Jesup  of  Bridgewater*  A  braver  or  more 
thoroughly  honest  man  breathed  not  the  breath  of  life. 

Mr.  PRBSI'ON  aaid  he  had  not  compsred  the  men. 
He  had  compared  the  conduct  of  tbe  President  to  the 
two. 

The  question  wss  now  pat  on  referring  the  resolution 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affair^  and  decided  in  the 
affirmaiiTej  Ayes  38,  noes  not  counted. 

B.  W.  MEADE. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  KENT,  (he  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
executrix  of  R'chard  W.  Meade.  ^ 

Mr.  CLAYTON  addressed  the  Senate  at  length,  in  op- 
position to  the  bill. 

A  long  discussion  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  HUB- 
BAUD,  BLACK,  CLAT,  DAVIS,  and  WALKEI^  par* 
ticipated. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  aecond  section,  and  inserting  a  provision  that  the 
board  constituted  by  the  bill  should  exsmine  tbe  claim, 
and  report  the  result  to  the  Senate,  with  the  reasons 
therefor,  at  the  next  session  of  Congresi. 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  amend  this  amendment,  so  that 
the  award  of  the  commissioners,  if  any,  should  be  paid 
to  the  claimant  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  if 
nothing  should  be  found  due  to  the  claimant,  the  board 
shonid  then  report.  Etc. 

This  amendment  was  adopted :  Teas  35,  nays  15. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  adopted,  and  the 
Dill  was  parsed  by  the  following  vote,  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  ordered  on  the  call  of  Mr.  HUBBARD: 

Yifi.8— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Bu* 
chanan.  Clay,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Rives, 
Sevier,  Southard,  Spence,  SwifV,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Wall— 38. 

Nats— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Dans,  Davis,  HcO* 
dricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Moore,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Strange,  Tiptdo, 
Tomlinson,  Wright— 17. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES-. 
Hr.  WRIGHT  said  he  arose  to  ask  a  favor  of  the  Sen* 
ate.    It  was  late,  and  he  knew  well  the  body  was  al- 
ready wearied  with  the  labors  of  the  dayt  but  hoped  a 
compliance  with  his  request  wmridgnot  protract  the  sea* 
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ifon  ntBterially,  or  prove  «  hewy  tax  upon  the  patience 
of  the  members  preaent.  He  moved  that  Senate  bill 
No.  68,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  remit  the  duties  upon  ccr- 
tein  gooda  destroyed  by  fire  at  the  late  conflagration  in 
the  city  of  New  Yorkt"  be  now  taken  up,  and  that  the 
orders  of  the  day,  general  and  ipeciaK  (Vevioui  to  that 
bin,  be  postponed  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  W.  said  he 
would  oMce  a  tingle  remark,  as  applicable  to  hit  mo- 
tion. Tlie  bill  contained  a  single  principle:  that  of  re- 
mitting or  refunding  the  dutiea  upon  goods  burned  in  the 
original  paekagea,  as  imported.  To  the  details  of  the 
bill  he  believed  no  Senator  would  And  any  objection,  and 
he  was  now  desirous  to  make  a  few  amendments,  purely 
of  detail,  and  let  Ihe  bill  pass  informally,  if  it  ahoald  be 
the  preference  of  the  Senate,  to  its  engrassmenti  and,  up- 
on the  third  reading,  the  principle  oif  the  bill  might  be 
considered  and  diacusaed.  He  did  not  propose  to  bring 
on  that  diacussion  now,  and,  should  the  Senate  grati^ 
him  by  taking  up  the  bill,  he  would  promise  not  to  occu- 
py its  time  this  evening  by  debate. 

The  queition  was  put,  and  the  bill  taken  ep  for  con- 
aideration. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  then  moved  several  amendmenla,  all  of 
which  were  adopted,  and  all  of  which  he  said  were  offer- 
«d  in  pursuance  of  •u^eationa  made  to  him  by  the  most 
K^iectable  commttlee  now  in  attendance  in  behalf  of 
the  lufiering  merchant^  or  by  the  persona  whom  it  was 
proposed  to  conatitute  commisnonera  for  adjudication 
upon  these  claims.  These  persons  were  (he  dislrici 
attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern  distnct  of 
New  York,  the  collector  of  the  pcvt  of  New  York,  and 
the  naval  officer  of  the  aaid  port. 

The  bill,  as  originally  drawn  and  reported  by  the 
committee,  required  that  all  the  claima  should  be  ex- 
amined, and  the  testimony  and  judgment  of  the  cotnmis- 
lioners  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury,  and 
acted  upon  by  him,  before  any  claim  could  be  paid.  The 
object  of  the  first  sefcral  amendmenta  he  had  ofTered 
was  to  permit  the  commissioners  to  return  to  the  Secre- 
tary the  testimony  taken  befine  them,  and  their  deciaioni 
upon  any  one  or  more  of  the  claima  at  any  lime,  that  the 
Secretary  may. act  upon  them,  and  permit  the  certifi- 
cates to  issue,  while  otiter  clidmi  shall  be  in  (be  eourae  of 
investigation. 

In  addition  to  these  amendment!,  he  had  offered  two 
additional  aectioni  to  (he  bill.  The  firat  of  those  aectiona 
was  to  extend  to  auch  goods  aa  had  been  partially  (bu  t 
not  entirely)  deatroyed  in  the  original  packagea  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  and  a  relief  to  (he  owners  of  such 

foods  proportioned  to  the  damage  and  destruction  caused 
y  the  same  conflagration.  If  the. principle  of  the  bill 
waa  Bound,  he  could  aee  no  reaaon  why  that  principle 
should  not  be  extended  to  these  partial  sufferers,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  losaea,  as  welt  as  to  those  whose  property 
had  been  totally  deitroyed{  and  (he  section  contained  an 
express  prohibition  against  its  extension  to  goods  damaged 
or  destroyed  after  the  packages  had  been  broken  and 
the  goods  taken  therefrom. 

The  other  section.  Mr.  W.  said,  waa  an  authority  to 
the  commissioners  to  employ  a  clerk,  who  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  public  Treasury.  It -had  been  auggested  to 
him  to  provide  in  the  bill  for  payment  to  the  commi»> 
aionera  for  (heir  services.  These  persons  were  all  officers 
of  the  Government,  and  two  of  them,  (he  collector  and 
naval  oflicer,  salary  ofRcerst  and  allhuu{;h  the  district 
attorney  stood  upon  a  somewhat  different  footing,  he 
had  concluded,  aher  mature  reflection,  that  it  was  not 
best  to  incorporate  into  this  bill  any  proviwon  for  the 
compensation  of  any  of  these  offtoers.  It  was  impossible 
to  say  what  amount  of  labor  it  would  impose  upon  them, 
or  how  much  of  their  time  would  be  required  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  duty  imposed.  Knowing  those  oflScers 
personally  as  he  di<^  he  bad  (be  fullest  confidence  that 


they  would  all  cheerfully  discharge  the  dutiea  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  bill,  and  that  without  any  previous 
provision  for  compensation  beyond  that  pertaining  to 
their  existing  offices.  When  the  services  shall  have 
been  perfwroed,  and  the  labor  can  be  pcrfecily  known, 
Ctmgrcit  can  act  with  certainty  in  tnie  nutter.  TtM 
these  commiaiioners,  however,  would  require  a  cmi- 
petent  clerk,  would  he  apparent  to  every  one.  The 
claims  were  numerous,  and  the  proofs  might  be  volumi* 
nous.  The  returns  to  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
required  by  the  bill,  would  require  entire  copies  of  many, 
if  not  all,  the  papers  before  the  commissioners,  and  the 
issuing  of  the  certificates  provided  for  would  require 
great  clerical  labor.  Hence  be  bad  proposed  the  pro- 
vision for  a  clerk. 

These  amendmenla  having  been  adopted,  Mr.  CAL> 
HOUN  inquired  of  Mr.  WaietiT  if  he  coakl  state  about 
the  amount  of  the  claims  which  would  be  presented  un- 
der the  bill' 

Mr.  WRIGHT  replied  that  he  thanked  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  for  making  (he  inquiry,  it  bad  not 
been,  and  was  not  now,  hia  object  to  discuas  the  bill,  but 
the  inquiry  made  it  his  duty  to  state  that  a  Mat  of  the 
claims,  containing  the  names  of  the  clahnanta  And  tiie 
amount  of  each  chiro,  had  been  furnished  to  the  commit- 
tee,  had  been  by  the  committee  presented  to  the  Senate 
with  their  report  of  the'bill,  and  was  now  uponthe  print- 
ed files  of  every  Senator.  From  the  statement,  it  ap- 
peared that  (here  were  one  hundred  and  thirty.»x  indi- 
viduala  and  flrma  claiming  a  return  of  dutiea  upon  goods 
destroyed  in  original  packagea,  and  (hat  the  amount  of 
their  cbims,  in  the  whole,  was  $ilB,7i7  39.  The  num- 
ber and  amount  of  these  claims  had  been  thus  obtained. 
Immediately  after  the  fire,  a  large  committee  of  mer- 
chants had  been  appointed,  to  inq  lire  and  ascertain,  aa 
far  aa  that  could  be  done,  the  amount  of  losses,  and  the 
names  of  the  sufferers.  At  that  time  a  list  of  the  suffer- 
ers, supposed  to  be  nearly  perfect,  was  made.  In  De- 
cember, now  last  past,  (hat  comroKtee  had  made  a  call, 
by  a  pobliottion  in  the  newspapers  of  the  city,  upon  aH 
persons  who  had  daims  for  remission  of  duties  upon 
goods  burned,  to  come  in  and  authenticate  (heir  claims, 
with  a  view  to  their  presentation  to  Congre».  These 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  individuals  and  firms  had  ap- 
peared, and  verified  their  claima  by  the  affidavita  of  the 
respective  claimanta,  which  afllidavitB  were  now  before 
the  Senate  with  the  bill  under  conaideration.  These 
were  claims  ezclunvely  for  goods  deatroyed  in  original 
packagea  as  imported — the  only  class  of  claims  provided 
for  in  the  bill.  In  addition  to  this  liat,  (Hr.  W.  aaid,) 
he  waa  informed  (here  was  another  claim,  amounting  to 
about  170,000,  which  was  not  now  presented  to  Ccm- 

f;ress,  beeauae  the  subject  of  the  goods  destroyed  was  in 
itigation  between  the  city  of  New  York  and  the  owners. 
These  were  goods  destroyed  by  blowing  up  with 
powder  the  buildings  in  which  they  were  stored,  to  ar- 
rest the  progress  of  the  flre.  The  buildings  were  blown 
up  by  the  order  of  the  authorities  of  the  cit^,  and  Uie 
owners  of  the  goods  thus  destroyed  were  claimli^  from 
the  city  entire  compensation  for  their  losses.  Thejr 
therefore  could  not  now  come  before  Congress  to  ask  a 
remiasion  of  duties.  The  city  waa  resisting  these  claima 
against  it;  and,  until  a  decision  of  the  litigation,  it  could 
not  be  known  which  of  the  partiea  would  be  entitled  to 
the  remiasion.  Still,  he  waa  informed  that  a  claim,  to 
the  extent  he  had  named,  eziated  in  consequence  of  the 
destnietion  of  these  gondii  and  it  could  not  be  importsM 
to  the  United  States  how  the  litigation  should  terounatc!^ 
as  neither  the  amount  nor  character  of  the  claim  upon 
(his  Government  would  be  thereby  altered.  This  (Hr. 
W.  said)  would  make  Ihe  amount  of  theie  claims  about 
{500,000— between  #490,000  and  $500,000. 
There  was  another  uneertaiaty  astatbe  amount,  which 
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be  vould  here  mention.  Certain  indivkluilt  and  firms, 
who  filed  with  the  connnUtee  of  merchanta  claims  for 
remiwion  of  duties  last  year,  had  nut  yet  appeared,  in 
pursuance  of  the  call  made  in  December  last,  toauthen- 
tieate  their  claims.  He  had  already  stated  that  136  in- 
diridtuls  and  firms  had  appeared  and  testified  to  claims 
amonnOng  to  $418,000,  aa  the  duties  upon  goods  de- 
stroyed in  unbroken  package!  as  imported.  In  addition 
to  these,  97  individuals  and  firms  had  appeared  and 
testified  in  the  same  manner  to  clainu  amounting  to 
$156,394  57,  as  the  duties  paid  and  payable  upon  goods 
destroyed  after  the  packages  had  been  broken  and  tlie 
goods  distributed  in  the  shc>ps.  No  provision  vss  msde 
or  proposed  for  this  class  of  claims.  Hr.  W.  said  it  was 
matter  of  deep  regret  to  him  that  these  claimants  could 
not  be  relieved;  but  the  Committee  on  Finance  bad  not 
believed  it  safe  or  wise  toeztend  the  principle  of  the  bill 
to  any  other  than  gofMls  destroyed  in  unbroken  pack- 
ages. In  addition  to  these,  there  were  found  upon  the 
list  of  claimants,  prepared  immediately  afier  the  fire, 
the  names  of  32  individuals  and  firms  who  bad  not  ap- 
peared to  authenticate  tbeir  claims  in  any  manner.  From 
the  former  list  il  was  ascertained  that  ibe  amount  of 
claima  preferred  b^  these  33  houses  was  167,976  43^ 
but  as  it  was  impossible  to  say  what  portion  of  the  sum 
was  for  duties  on  unbroken  and  what  on  broken  pack- 
ages^ it  was  nut  iu  his  power  to  say  how  much  these 
claims  would  add  to  the  amount  to  be  drawn  from  the 
public  Treasury,  if  the  bill  under  consideration  should 
become  a  law. 

Mr.  CLA,Y  here  suggested  adding  a  proviso  to  some 
proper  section  of  the  bill,  that  no  more  than  a  giveo 
amount  of  money  should  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
under  it,  wid  proposed  to  fix  that  amount  at  $500,000, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  if  the  honorable  Senator  would 
make  the  sum  $600,000,  as  he  boped  he  would,  he 
would  accept  the  amendment  aa  proposed. 

After  some  little  conversation, 

Mr.  CLAY  adopted  Hr.  WaiosT's  suggestinn,  and 
moved  the  proviso,  limiting  the  amount  to  $600,000. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  objected  to  any  limitationt  and,  upon 
taking  the  vote,  the  amendment  was  negativedt  wlien 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

[The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  on  tbe  next  day, 
passed,  and  sent  to  tbe  H'lU'^e  for  concurrence.] 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

SaTtlBBaT,  VKBKUaBT  18. 

Mr.  BE.'fTON  presented  the  credentials  of  Hon. 
L.IWI*  F.  Liiric,  re-elected  a  Senator  of  tbe  United 
States  from  tbe  State  of  Missouri,  for  six  years  from 
•od  after  the  4th  of  March  next. 

PAPERS  OF  HR.  MADISON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOBBINS,  the  joint  resolution  au- 
thorizing  ihe  purchase  of  the  manuscripts  of  tbe  Ute 
Freaident  Uadison  was  taken  up  atid  considered. 
Mr.  BOBBINS  rose  and  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  President;  I  eonsider  this  work  of  Mr.  Madison, 
now  proposed  to  be  given  to  tbe  world  under  the  pat- 
ronage  of  this  Government,  as  the  most  valuable  one  to 
mankind  that  has  appeared  since  the  days  when  Bacon 
gave  to  the  world  his  Novum  Orgamn.  That  produced 
that  revolution  in  analytics,  which  has  prodticed  tbe 
immense  superiority  of  tbe  moderns  over  the  ancients  in 
tbe  knowledge  oF  nature,  and  in  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  oF  human  life— tbe  fruit  of  that  knowledge. 
With  Bacon  it  was  a  mere  theory;  a  theory,  however, 
which  he  fondly  cherished,  and  confidently  believed 
would  be  prolific,  as  it  has  been,  of  the  most  magnificent 
resultst  but  in  the  hands  of  Newton,  and  of  his  other 
disciples  and  followers,  it  became  a  practical  guide  to 
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those  astonishing  discorrries  which,  in  tbeir  conse- 
quences, have,  among  other  things  converted  those 
elements  of  nature  before  supposed  to  be,  only  to  be 
controlled  by  the  same  Almighty  hand  which  formed 
them,  into  the  ministers  and  agents  of  man,  obedient  to 
his  will,  and  subsenrtent  to  his  use.  It  has  enabled  man 
to  draw  the  veil  from  the  face  of  naturet  to  inspect  her 
mecbanismi  and  to  avail  himself  of  her  principlea  for  the 
augmentation  of  his  own  power.  It  has  given  him  power 
after  power;  and  is  still  going  on  to  give  him  power 
upon  power,  as  his  researches  go  on  in  exploring  her 
boundless  fields,  and  in  making  discovery  upon  dis- 
covery; and  to  this  growing  increase  of  human  power, 
no  human  being  can  now  asugn  Ihe  pouible  limits- 
True,  it  has  not  enabled  man,  as  it  was  fabled  of  bim  by 
the  poets  of  old,  to  steal  the  fire  from  the  heavensi  but 
it  has  enabled  him  to  do  more  and  better — it  has  enibled 
him  to  become  an  humble  pupil  in  the  school  of  the 
Divine  Artist)  and,  by  studying  his  models,  to  copy  bia 
agencies,  though  at  the.  immeasurible  distance  which 
separates  a  finite  from  the  Infinite  Being. 
-  Aa  this  Or^non  of  Bacon  has  been  the  beacon-light  to 
mankind  to  guide  him  to  the  true  philosophy,  and  to  the 
improvement  of  hii  physical  condition,  so  will  Ibis  work 
of  Madison,  as  I  trust  and  predict,  be  bis  beacon-light  to 
guide  him  to  the  tnre  science  of  free  government,  and  to 
Ihe  improvement  of  his  political  condition.  The  science 
of  free  government,  the  most  difficult  of  all  the  sciences, 
by  fiir  the  most  difficult,  while  it  is  tbe  most  important 
to  mankind)  of  all  tbe  slowest  in  growth,  the  latest  in 
maturity.  Not  the  science  which  has  peo^nted  tbe 
causes  and  explained  to  mankind  tbe  phenomena  of  tbu 
bcavena  is  so  dif&cult|  that  baa  been  found  of  easier  and 
more  r.>pid.  attainment.  Indeed,  tbe  difficulties  to  be 
overcome  in  evelving  this  science  are  so  great,  that  we 
are  to  wonder  less  at  its  tardy  advances,  than  at  its  final 
success.  In  the  first  place,  it  requires  the  deepest  and 
most  perrect  insight  into  the  nature  of  man:  of  man  not 
only  in  bis  general  nature,  but  as  modified  by  societyi 
whidi  every  where  has  luperinduced  and  clothed  bim 
with  a  second  nature,. denominated  habitf  and  that  as 
diversified  as  the  countries  he  inhabits.  Thenitreifuires 
that  faculty  of  comprehensive  combination,  which  is  tbe 
rarest  of  all  the  gifts  of  God  to  man,  and  which,  when* 
ever  and  wherever  it  appears,  seems  destined  to  pro- 
duce an  era  in  human  affairs;  a  faculty  of  combining  into 
a  whole,  where  the  elements  lo  be  combined  are  so  va- 
lious  BS  to  be  almost  infinitet  a  whole  perfect  in  relation 
lo  all  its  parts,  and  its  parts  perfect  in  relation  to  the 
whole.  Beudes,  the  perfect  model  of  the  free  sorem- 
ment  is  not  like  the  perfect  model  of  any  other  science, 
or  every  other  acieoce,  the  perfect  model  any  where  is 
tlie  perrect  model  every  where,  and  every  where  alike 
perfect.  The  perfect  watch  at  Washington,  for  instance, 
IS  the  perfect  watch  at  Canton,  and  so  all  over  tbe  gli^t 
but  not  BO  the  perfect  model  of  the  free  govemment:  tiwt, 
though  tbe  principlea  are  the  same  every  where,  the 
form  varies  as  the  circumstances  vary,  of  the  people  bjr 
whom  it  is  establisbedi  to  which  circumstances  it  must 
always  be  adjusted  and  made  to  conform. 

Here,  with  us,  the  difliculties  to  be  overcome  in  this 
achievement,  from  the  nature  of  the  elements  to  be  com- 
bined, were  stupendously  great.  In  looking  back  to 
those  difficulties,  that  tliey  were  overcome  at  all  ap- 
pears  lo  me  now  little  less  than  a  prodigyi  and  itatdl 
fills  me  with  astonishment.  For  here  a  eombination 
was  required  that  would  produce  a  structure,  perfectly 
anomalous  in  the  history  of  human  Governments;  and 
such  a  btructure  was  produced,  and  as  perfect  as  it  was 
novel.  Here  were  a  people,  aprcad  and  spreading  over 
a  vast  territory — that  stretching  and  to  stretch  almost 
from  the  rising  to  the  netting  sun — this  scattered  and 
countless  multitude  were  to  be  ruled  In  freedom  aa  one 
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ppople,  tnd  by  the  popultr  will-"-tluit  will  to  be  uncon- 
trolled in  itself,  ftnd  controll'mf;  '^^'7  ^^^^ 
achievfmenti  (he  most  enlightened  Irienda  of  freedom 
snd  human  rigtilg,  in  all  counlriei  and  in  all  af^ea,  had 
deemed  to  be  morally  and  phyaically  impossible.  Be- 
lideifc  bere  were  thirteen  State*,  and  all  the  other  States 
to  be  Tormed  out  of  that  vast  territory,  without  being  de* 
itroyed  as  StateS)  to  be.  bo  combined  ai  to  form,  in  the 
fcnenl  aspect,  but  one  simple  GoTernmenti  with  all  the 
unity  and  energy  of  one  simple  GoTernmeot)  powerful 
alike  to  assert  and  maintain  all  their  rights  as  a  nation, 
against  all  other  nationsj  and  the  rights  of  every  individ- 
ual, all  over  this  boundless  domain,  s|^inst  every  sggres- 
Borf  that  is,  a  Government  equally  fitted  and  efficient 
for  all  the  purposes  of  peace  and  war.  Such  an  achievr- 
menl,  often  before,  and  under  much  more  favorable 
circuntatanees,  because  upon  a  much  more  limited  scale, 
bad  been  attempted,  but  never  before  accomplished i  as 
is  but  too  well  attested  by  the  histories  and  the  destinies 
•r  all  the  eoofederaeiea  that  before  had  ever  existed  on 
the  earth. 

Those  confederacies  bad  alt  proved  signal  failures  as 
effective  Governments,  both  in  war  and  peacei  and  en- 
tirely br  the  want  of  that  form  of  atruettire  and  princi- 
ple of  oombination  that  would  reconcile  absolate  sorer' 
cignty  in  tbe  nation  with  sovereignty  in  the  States,  as 
parta  tif  one  nation — as  consistent  and  harmonioua  parts 
of  one  supreme  sovereignty.  Tliis  principle,  unexplored 
and  unknown  before,  was  developed .  and  displayed, 
most  happily  to,  in  the  structure  of  our  confederate  and 
national  republic. 

This  work  now  proposed  to  be  publiahed  will  tinfold 
to  ua  all  the  steps  of  that  diversified  analyiii  and  dia- 
eovery  which  lead  to  this  happy  and  splendid  result. 

Those  who  think  (if  any  think)  that  thereault  itself— 
Mnely,  the  constitution— of  itself  and  by  itself,  will  be 
enough  fur  the  instruction  of  mankind  on  this  subject, 
are  much  mistaken.  For  there  is  a  vast  difierence  be- 
tween the  knowledge  which  is  acquired  analytically,  and 
that  which  is  acquired  synthetically;  the  latter  is  but 
isolated  knowledge^  the  former  ia  knowledge  that  is  tlie 
consequence  of  other  knowledge.  Synlbeaif  gives  to  ua 
a  general  truth,  but  acqnited  in  a  mode  that  ia  barren  of 
other  fruit;  analysis  not  only  gives  to  us  the  same  gen- 
eral truth,  but  puts  us  on  the  track  of  invention  and  dia- 
covery,  and  ia  always  fertile  of  other  and  oflen  of  bet- 
ter fruit;  synlheais  carries  us  to  a  fountain  head,  but 
never  beyond;  but  analyws  carries  us  beyond,  and  to  the 
fouDtain  of  that  fountaini  it  places  us  upon  an  eminence 
tbat  orertopi  and  overlooks  the  general  truth  in  the 
wide  Burvey  it  commands  and  gives  to  usi  and  as  (o  that 
general  truth,  it  enables  us  not  only  to  comprehend  it 
more  perfectly,  but  to  apply  it  more  successfully.  This 
is  at  once  a  branch  and  the  great  instrumtnt  of  that 
primal  philoaophy  of  which  Bacon  speaks,  and  whose 
cultivation  he  so  highly  recommends — the  philosophy  of 

JhiloBophyi  tbejcommon  mother  of  all  the  sciences,  and 
y  wUeb  alone  their  boundsriea  can  be  extended.  He 
compareB  it  to  the  Berecynthia,  whom  tbe  poets  of  old 
bbled  to  be  the  mother  of  all  tbe  godsi 

**  Omnea  ealtcolw,  omnn  mipera  alts 
Tenenus." 

Of  such  is  the  nature,  and  «uch  will  be  the  fruits  to  man- 
kind, of  the  work  now  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
world. 

Further  to  awaken  our  seiutbilily  on  this  subject,  I 
need  not  remind  tbe  Senate  how  much  we  owe  to  a 
name  that  is  to  render  the  name  of  this  country  respect- 
able in  every  other  on  this  globe;  tbe  t^mtm  et  vmera- 
Cite  nomen.  Nations  have  lived  upon  the  earth  who 
have  become  extinct,  and  been  lost  to  the  memory  of 
mankind;  but  never  when  the  elarum  et  venerobi/e  nomen 
had  tUuBtrited  their  annals.   The  etarum  et  renerabile 


nomm  ia  the  true  elixir  of  national  immortality.  What 
has  this  country,  what  can  she  ever  have,  (hat  would  be 
an  equivalent  to  her  in  exchange  for  the  name  of  her 
Washington?  that  star  of  stars  in  the  diadems  that  sparkle 
on  the  brow  of  nations?  Not  the  diadem  that  sparkles 
on  the  brow  of  Greece,  not  tbe  diadem  that  sparkles 
oa  the  brow  of  Rome,  has  one  of  equal  brilliancy.  No; 
it  stands  peerless  on  tbe  earth,  and  alone  in  glory. 
Ttiongh  it  can  never  be  a  conteat  whose  name  is  to  do 
the  most  honor  to  our  country,  and,  more  than  all  others, 
to  carry  her  name,  associated  with  bi%  and  emblaxoned 
by  bis,  down  through  all  the  endless  generations  of  man- 
kind  to  follow,  for  all  the  endless  sges  of  time  to  come, 
yet  among  tbe  names  to  cluster  around  his,  and  to  form 
the  constellation  (may  it  multiply  to  a  galax})  of  Ameri- 
can wortbie*,  not  one  will  ever  ihine  with  a  purer,  with 
a  brighter,  or  more  inextinguishable  lustre  than  that  of 
Madison. 

If,  then,  this  appropriation  was  merely  to  express  a 
nation's  gratitude  to  a  nation's  benefactor,  it  would  be 
the  least  it  would  become  her  to  mske.  But,  besides 
(hat,  we  are  to  consider  that  it  is  to  purchase  for  this 
country,  and  ftr  mankind,  a  treasure  of  instruction, 
wbuae  value  no  money  can  measure,  no  figures  can  ex- 
preaa. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  he  had  listened  with  pleas- 
ure and  d^ight  to  the  venerable  gentUman  from  Rhode 
Island,  [Mr.  Robbius,]  and  be  coincided  In  opinion  with 
,  him,  that  we  were  indebted  to  Mr.  Madison,  at  least  as 
much  as  to  any  other  man,  for  the  form  of  government 
under  which  we  live.  Indeed,  he  might  be  said  to  bsTC 
done  more  for  our  inatitutiona  than  any  man  now  living, 
or  that  had  gone  before  him. 

A  great  and  efficient  aid  he  waa,  nndotibledly,  in  form> 
ing  the  Government.  But  there  was  another  great  act, 
which  would  immortalixe  him  in  the  eye  of  posterity— 
the  profound  and  glorious  views  which  he  took  of  our 
Government  in  his  celebrated  Virginia  report.  In  his 
opinion,  thst  was  by  far  the  ablest  document  that  issued 
from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Mudison — one  from  which  Mr.  C. 
had  derived  more  information,  and  a  profounder  insight 
inio  our  Government,  than  all  the  other  doeumenta  be 
bad  perused. 

Now,  if  he  understood  the  object  in  view,  it  was  in 
direct  opposition  to  thr  great  and  fui'-damcnlal  principles 
of  Hr.  Madison  himsflf,  an  arlherence  to  which,  he 
(Ur.  C.)  solemnly  believtri,  would  give  durability  to 
the  Government  under  which  we  were  now  living. 

He  wished  at  tome  other  time  (as  he  waa  not  piera- 
red  at  this  time)  to  be  heard  on  tbe  subject,  when  he 
would  cnde&Aor  to  satiafy  the  Senate  tlut,  in  giving  our 
assent  to  the  appropriation  asked  for,  we  should  not  hon- 
or the  name  of  Madison.  Mr.  C.  would  postpone  Wbat 
he  had  to  say  until  the  third  reading  of  the  reac^tioni 
and,  in  the  mean  lime,  Senators  would  have  an  opportu- 
niiy  of  coming  to  a  full  underslandirg  of  the  subject. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  cngroned  for 
a  third  reading. 

CHOCTAW  HESEItVATIONS. 

Tbe  Senate  pruceeded  to  the  con^eration  of  the  bill 
to  adjuat  certain  claima  to  reservationa  of  land  under  the 
14th  article  of  the  treaty  uf  1830,  with  tbe  Chcctaw  In- 
dians. 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strikirg  out 
three  of  its  sectionf,  snd  substituting  others  in  tl.cir 
place. 

Hr.  B.  explained  the  circumstsneei  of  the  cise,  wh'cli 
were  in  substance  lhese>  The  Choctaw  lards  vere  ob. 
tsined  by  the  United  Slatea  in  virtue  of  a  lreat>  held  at 
Dancing  Rabbit  crer  k.  it  wsa  not  without  great  difficul- 
ty that  that  treaty  wss  f  ffecled;  the  leading  cl.iefs  and 
the  grtattr  part  of  tbe  nation  bcirg4rer.uctish'  I'pf  csed 
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to  ceding  their  Undaand  remoTing*  weit  of  the  HisHHip' 
pt.  Tbejr  aetuiUy  reined  to  treat,  and  left  the  irrounci» 
and  the  treaty  wu  at  last  made  with  a  comparatively 
amall  namber  or  chiefi;  nor  could  >t  have  been  efiected 
at  allf  but  for  the  tniertion  of  an  article  which  prorided 
that  auch  Choctaws  ai  vere  deairoui  to  remain,  and 
ahould  notify  that  desire  within  a  g;iTen  time  to  the  Uni- 
ted Siatea  agent,  ahouM  bare  kndareaerrcd  fortbem,  in 
the  following  pToportiOBt  emy  bead  of  a  family,  one 
•eotioni  for  every  cliild  over  ten  yeara  of  agCt  half  a  aeo' 
tiont  Mid  for  every  child  under  ten  yearr,  a  quarter  tif  a 
aeetion.  The  agent  vai  a  man  of  intemperate  and  care- 
leM  babiUi  and  when  the  Cboetawa  applied  to  him,  giv- 
ing notice  of  their  intention  to  remain  on  their  landa,  he 
in  aonfte  caaea  refuted  to  receive  the  application,  and 
in  other  catei  to  record  iL  Proclamation  having  been 
made  for  the  lale  of  the  lando^  a  number  of  tbcae  Indiana, 
who  auppowd  that  tbey  were  lafe  in  the  pnatemlon  of 
their  landa,  had  the  land  aold  from  under  them.  Appli- 
cation was  immediately  made  to  the  .President  of  the 
United  States,  who,  on  being  aware  of  the  hardship  of 
the  case,  issued  an  order  reserving  from  sale  enough 
land  to  make  up  to  tbeie  Indiiins  the  loss  they  had  sui- 
tained,  and  appointed  an  agent  to  locate  these  floating 
titles,  subject  to  the  subsequent  decision  of  Congren. 
Tfaete  locationB  were  iamimrly  known  by  the  title  of 
contiageat  locationa,  and  were  laid  down  on  the  very  best 
lands  in  the  State  of  Hiaaisuppi.  As  soon  as  it  came 
to  be  known  that  this  provision  was  made  for  the  satisfy- 
ing of  the  claims  of  Choctaw  Indians  whose  landa  had 
been  improperly  sold,  those  claims  became  an  object  of 
eager  speculation.  Large  speculating  companies  and  sub- 
companies  were  formed,  to  take  advantage  of  this  state  of 
things.  Agents  were  sent  by  tbem  acroas  tbe  Mississippi, 
to  that  portion  of  tbe  nation  which  bad  removed  under 
the  treaty,  and  a  }arg9  number  of  claims  were  eollected 
from  among  tbem.  All  these  ebuma  were  located  on  the 
banka  of  the  HisMSsippi,  or  on  lieh  bottoms  and  islands 
in  the  neighborhood  of  tbe  bayous,  and  embraced  some 
thousands  of  sections  of  the  finest  land  in  Mississippi.  A 
bill  bad  been  introduced  at  the  last  session,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  the  effect  of  which 
would  be  to  confirm  all  these  locations,  and  thus  to 
aanetion  one  of  the  most  atapendoua  frauds  which  had 
been  nttempted  ^nce  tbe  days  of  tbe  hmousYatoo 
acheme.  llie  object  of  Mr.  BucK'a  amendment  was  so 
to  alter  tbe  bill  ot*  the  tut  year  (which  has  not  become  a 
law)  as  to  prevent  tlie  confirmation  of  these  claims,  and 
to  provide  for  their  ex&mination,  by  a  board  of  commis- 
Konen^  before  whom  tbe  Choctaws  were  to  prove  their 
claims  in  person,  and  which  declared  all  previous  sales 
of  their  floating  rights  null  and  vcrid. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  willing  to  modify  his  amendment, 
if  it  was  tbought  beat,  so  as  to  allow  to  tbe  Indians  who 
should  make  gof>d  their  rights  before  the  commissioners 
tbe  amount  in  money  for  which  tbeir  Unda  were  sold. 

Mr.  EWINO,  of  Ohio,  advocated  the  amendment, 
th(»igh  he  considered  it  aa  not  sufficiently  guarded. 

Mr.  BAYARD  replied  at  length,  vindicating  the  bill 
as  reported  last  year  by  tbe  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  (to  which  be  belongs.)  He  contended  that  the 
bill  did  no  more  than  fulfil  tbe  treaty  stipulation  to  which 
tbe  faith  of  the  United  States  had  been  pledged.  The 
Indians  who  wished  to  remain  were  entitled  to  the  amount 
of  land  which  that  treaty  gave  them.  By  the  gross  and 
oppressive  misconduct  of  our  own  agent,  they  had  beende- 
prived  of  these  rights,  and  turned  out  of  house  snd  home, 
when  reposing  on  tbe  good  futh  of  this  Government.  It 
was  indispeHable  that  aomebody  should  have  taken  op 
their  cause,  and  made  an  effort  to  get  tbem  justicei  and 
it  waa  rather  too  much  to  expect  that  persons  who  had 
gone  to  great  trouble  imd  expense  for  that  purpose 
should  be  M  very  dlmtereHcd  ta  not  to  require  imm 


share  in  the  land  which,  hut  for  them,  would  have  been 
tost  entirely.  He  denied,  however,  that  the  bill  of  the 
last  semion  went  unconditionally  to  confirm  the  contin- 
gent locationa.  It  appointed  a  board  of  eommiasioners^ 
before  whom  the  rights  of  the  Indians  must  be  substan- 
tiated by  competent  proof,  such  as  would  be  received  at 
common  law,  before  a  court  of  justice.  He  disclaimed 
all  deaire  to  encourage  speculation,  or  foster  speculators 
on  Indian  rightsi  and  he  therefore  introduced  several 
amendments  into  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  obviate  the 
evila  which  Mr.  Buck  had  slated)  one~of  wbieh  provi- 
ded that  the  land  to  he  given  to  tbe  Indian  in  exchange 
for  that  of  which  be  had  been  deprived  should  not  great- 
ly exceed  rt  in  value.  Another  of  them  declared  all 
compacts  made  by  the  Indians  for  the  disposal  of  these 
dainu  to  be  null  and  void,  sndYeserved  a  decision  upon 
them  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  WALKBK,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the 
Legislature  of  Mlsaisnppi,  strenuously  opposed  tbe  bill 
sa  reported  by  the  committee.  He  also  opposed  tbe 
amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Batasd,  greatly  prefer* 
ring  that  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Buck,]  on  which  he  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  after  a  course  of  general  observa- 
tions on  the  practical  difficulty  and  even  impoaribility 
of  making  any  arrangement  in  favor  of  these  Indiana 
which  would  not  immediately  be  seised  upon  by  the  su- 
perior eagacity  of  the  whiter  and  converted  to  their  own 
advantsge,  suggested  that  the  best  plan  of  getting  rid  of 
the  whole  difficulty  would  be  to  allow  the  Choctaws, 
who  had  been  unjustly  deprived  of  their  Unds,  to  enter 
the  same  quantity  in  any  lands  of  the  United  States  sub- 
ject to  private  entryt  not  that  he  had  the  least  idea  that 
they  would  hold  these  land^  for  he  had  no  doubt  that, 
beforv  a  year  wu  passed,  they  would  all  be  converted 
into  money,  which  money  woiiU  all  be  expended  in  a 
drunken  frofic.  But  this  would  satisfy  tbe  claims  of  jus- 
tice on  the  Government,  and  those  Choctaws  would  then 
be  left  to  follow  the  destiny  of  the  residue  of  their  tribe, 
who  bad  gone  west  of  the  Hisussippi  river. 

Mr.  WHITE  thought  the  most  prudent  course  would 
be  to  sppoiot  a  board  of  commisnoners  to  make  dili- 
gent inquiry  into  the  fscts  of  tbe  caset  the  inimber  of 
faeada  of  familleai  the  number  of  thehr  children  over  and 
under  ten  years  of  age  t  the  notification  of  thdr  intention 
to  remain  I  the  lands  they  had  occupied,  and  tbe  prices 
at  which  those  landa  had  sold)  and  to  make  a  full  and  ac- 
curate return  to  Congressi  and  let  Congress  decide  on 
the  whole  esse,  as  thus  presented. 

[The  sbove  presents  a  concise  view  of  the  substance 
of  a  debate  of  a  protracted  and  desultory  cbancter, 
which  occupied  the  Senate  till  a  late  hour.] 

The  bill  was  then  laid  over  till  Monday, 

THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pore^ 
Relations,  presented  the  following  report  i 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Itelalions,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  message  of  the  Prendent  of  tbe  United 
States  of  the  6th  inatant,  with  the  accompanying  dtica- 
mrnts,  on  the  subject  of  the  preaent  state  t»  our  rela- 
tions with  Mexico,  report: 

That  they  have  given  to  this  subject  that  serious  and 
deliberate  consideration  which  its  importance  demand^ 
snd  which  any  circumstances  calculated  to  interrupt  our 
friendly  relations  with  the  Mexican  republic  would  ne- 
cessarily insure.  From  the  documents  submitted  to  tbe 
committee,  it  appesra  that,  ever  since  the  revolution  of 
1833,  which  sepatmted  Mexico  f^om  Spain,  and  even  for 
some  yesrs  before,  the  United  Statca  have  had  repeated 
csusea  of  juat  complaint  against  the  Mexican  authorities. 
From  time  to  time,  aa  these  insults  and  injuries  have  oo- 
eurred,  demandi  for  Mtisfaction^wd  redress  have  been 
Digitized  byLjOOgIC 


855 


GALES  &.  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


856 


7%e  United  Statu  and  Mexico. 


[Fib.  18,  IBSr. 


mftde  by  our  mecrssive  public  miniitera  »t  the  etty  of 
Mexico;  but  tlmoit  «U  these  demindB  bive  hitherto 
proved  unavsiling . 

It  miKht  hftve  beA  expected  thit,  after  the  dile  of  the 
treaty  of  stnity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  concluded 
between  the  two  republics  on  the  BrUi  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  theae  caukcs  of 
complaint  would  have  ceaied  to  exiat.  That  treaty  so 
clearly  deftnea  the  righta  and  the  dutiea  of  the  respective 
pirtka,  that  It  seema  almmt  impossible  to  misunderstand 
or  to  mistake  tfaem.  The  committee,  notwithstanding, 
regret  to  be  compelled  to  state  that  all  the  causes  of 
complaint  against  Mexico,  which  have  been  specially  no- 
ticed In  the  correspondence  referred  to  them,  have  oc-  ' 
curred  since  the  conclusion  of  this  treaty. 

Wc  foriiear  from  entering  into  any  minute  detail  of 
our  grlevaneea.  The  enumeration  of  each  individual 
caae',  with  its  attendant  eircumstaneea,  even  if  the  eom> 
mittee  were  in  possession  of  sufficient  materiala  to  make 
auch  a  compilation,  is  rendered  unnecessary,  from  the 
view  which  they  have  taken  of  the  subject.  These  cases 
are  all  referred  to  in  the  document  No.  8t,  entitled 
"Claims  on  Mexico,"  in  the  letter  of  instructions  from 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis  of  the  30th  of  July.  1836,  and 
in  the  subsequent  correspondence  between  Mr.  Ellis  and 
Mr.  Monaitcrici,  the  acting  Meuean  Miniitcr  of  Foreign 
Affairs. 

If  the  GD\-emment  of  the  United  States  were  disposed 
to  exact  strict  and  prompt  redress  from  Mexico,  your 
committee  might,  with  justice,  recommend  an  immediate 
resort  to  war  or  reprisals.  On  this  subject,  however, 
they  give  their  hearty  assent  to  (be  following  sentiments, 
contained  in  the  message  (tf  ibe  President.  He  says: 
<*  The  length  of  time  Mnee  some  of  the  injuries  h«ve  been 
connitte^  the  repeated  and  unavailing  applications  for 
redress,  the  wanton  character  of  some  of  the  outrages 
upon  the  property  and  persons  of  our  citizens,  and  upon 
the  officers  and  flag  of  the  United  Slates,  independent 
of  recent  insults  to  this  Government  and  people  by  tlie 
late  extraordinary  Mexican  minister,  would  justify,  in 
the  eyes  of  all  tutions,  immediate  war.  That  remedy, 
however,  should  not  b«  used  by  just  and  generous  na- 
tions, confiding  in  their  strength,  for  injuriea  committed, 
ifH  can  be  honorably  avoidedt  snd  it  has  occurred  to  me 
Uiat,  coMtdering  the  present  embarrassed  condition  of 
that  country,  we  should  act  with  both  wisdom  and  mod- 
eration, by  giving  to  Mexico  one  more  opportunity  to 
atone  for  the  past,  before  we  take  redress  into  our  own 
hands." 

In  affording  this  opportunity  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, the  committee  would  suggeat  the  propriety  of  pur. 
suing  the  form  required  by  the  34lb  article  of  the  treaty 
with  Mexico,  in  all  cases  to  which  it  may  be  applicable. 
This  article  provides  that  "if  (what,  indeed,  cannot  be 
expected)  any  of  the  articles  contained  in  the  present 
treaty  shall  be  violated  or  infracted  in  any  manner  what- 
ever, it  is  stipulated  that  neither  of  the  contracting  par- 
ties will  order  or  authorize  any  acta  of  reprisal,  nor  de- 
clare war  againat  the  other,  on  complaint  of  injuries  or 
damages^  until  the  said  parly  considering  itself  offended 
shall  nrst  have  presented  to  the  other  a  statemeot  of 
such  injuries  or  damsges,  verified  by  competent  proofs, 
and  demanded  justice  and  satisfaction,  and  the  same  shall 
have  been  either  refused  or  unreasonably  delayed." 

After  such  a  demand,  should  prompt  justice  be  refused 
by  the  Mexicao  Government,  we  may  appeal  to  all  na- 
tions, not  only  for  the  equity  and  moderation  with  which 
we  shall  have  acted  towardaarister  republic,  but  fur  the 
aecesM^  which  will  then  compel  us  to  seek  redress  for 
our  wrongs,  either  by  actual  war  or  by  reprisals.  I'he 
uibject  will  then  be  presented  before  Congress  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  seaaion,  in  a  clear  and  dis- 
tinct Sam,  and  the  committee  cannot  doubt  but  that  such 


measures  wit!  be  immediately  adopted  as  may  be  neces* 
sary  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  country,  and  insure 
ample  reparation  to  our  injured  fellow-citizent.  They 
leave  the  mode  and  manner  of  making  Ihia  demand  to 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 

Before  concluding  their  report,  the  committee  deem 
it  necessary  to  submit  a  few  remarks  upon  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Goruatizs,  the  late  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  In  regard  to  that  functionary,  they  concur 
fully  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Forsyth,  that  he  was  under  the 
influence  of  prejudices  which  distorted  and  discolored 
every  object  which  he  saw  whilst  in  this  country.  On 
the  15th  of  October,  1836,  be  terminated  his  miasion  by 
demanding  his  passporta.  And  for  what  reason?  Be- 
cause the  President  refused  to  recall  the  orders  which 
he  had  issued  to  the  general  commanding  the  forces  of 
the  United  Slates  tn  the  vicinity  of  Tezap,  directing  him 
to  pau  Ihe  frontier,  should  it  be  found  a  neeeasary  oteaa- 
ure  of  aelf-defence;  but  prohibiting  him  from  pursoii^ 
this  course  unless  the  Indiana  were  actually  engaged  in 
hostilities  againat  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  he 
had  undoubted  evidence  that  such  hostilities  were  in- 
tended, and  were  actually  preparing  within  the  Mexican 
territory. 

A  civil  war  was  then  raging  in  Texas.  The  Tcxiao 
troops  occupied  poirittora  between  the  forces  of  Mexico 
and  the  warlike  and  reatlesa  tribes  of  Indians  along  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  Slates.  It  was  manifest  that  Mex- 
ico could  not  possibly  restrain  by  force  these  tribes  with- 
in her  hmita  from  hostile  incursions  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  as  she  had  engaged  to  do  by  the 
33d  article  of  the  treaty.  No  matter  how  strong  may 
have  been  her  inclination,  the  ability  was  entirely  want- 
ing. Under  such  circumstances,  what  became  the  duly 
of  the  Presidentof  the  United  SuteaF  If  he  entertained 
reasonable  apprehenaiona  that  these  savages  meditated 
an  attack  from  the  Mexican  territory  against  the  defence- 
less citizens  along  our  frontier,  was  he  obliged  to  order 
our  troops  to  stand  upon  Ibe  line,  and  wait  until  the  In- 
dians, who  know  no  rule  of  warfare  but  indiscriminate 
carnage  and  plunder,  should  actually  invade  our  territo- 
ry? Toatatetbe  proposition  is  to  answer  the  question. 
Under  such  circumstances,  our  forces  had  a  right,  both 
by  the  law  of  nations  and  the  great  and  universal  hiw  of 
self-defence,  to  take  a  position  in  advance  of  our  frontier, 
in  Ihe  country  inhabited  by  these  savagea,  for  lb«  pur- 
pose of  preventing  and  restraining  their  incuraiona. 

The  Sabine  is  so  diatant  from  Washington  that  it  be- 
came absolutely  necessary  to  intrust  this  discretionary 
power  to  the  commanding  generalr  If  thePrcridentbad 
not  issued  such  orders  in  advance,  all  the  erila  might 
have  been  inflicled  before  the  remedy  could  have  been 
applied)  and  in  lhat  event  he  would  have  been  juatly  re- 
sponsible for  the  murders  and  ^vasiatiiHi  which  night 
have  been  committed  by  the  Mexican  Indiana  on  citiicna 
of  the  United  States. 

When  these  discretionary  orders  were  nsoed  lo  Gene- 
ral OaineR,  they  were  immediately  communicated  to  Mr. 
Gorostiza,  in  the  moat  frank  and  friendly  spirit.  The 
fullest  explanations  of  the  whole  proceeding  were  made 
to  him,  and  he  was  over  and  over  again  aasured  that  this 
occupation  of  the  Mexican  territory,  should  it  become 
necessary,  would  be  of  a  limited,  temporary,  and  purely 
defenaive  character,  and  should  continue  no  lunger  than 
the  danger  existed  i  that  the  President  solemnly  diaclum- 
ed  any  intention  of  occupying  the  territory  beyond  the 
Sabine,  with  the  view  of  taking  possession  of  it  as  bel(mg- 
ing  to  the  United  Sutcai  and  that  this  military  movement 
should  produce  no  effect  whatever  upon  the  boundary 
question. 

The  committee  believe  thit  Mr.  Gorostiza  ought  to 
have  been  sattaaed  with  these  explantiou.  .But  tbey^ 
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fukd  to  produce  tny  «ir«et  upon  hit  mind.    Without  I 
iiHtructiona  from  bii  GiiremmeRt*  lie  retired  from  his  I 
iDtMion  upon  hit  own  reiponstbilitf .    This  was  not  sU<  i 
Before  he  left  the  United  States  he  published  a  pamph-  i 
let,  cuiitainiiig  a  portion  of  his  correspondence  with  our  i 
GoTernment  and  with  hit  own,  from  which  latter  it  ip- 
peart tbat«  whilst eng^ffed  upon  the  businesiof  hisapecial 
mission  hare,  he  wu  making  charges  of  fead  faitb  against 
the  United  States  to  the  Mexican  Secretarjr  of  Foreign 
Relations.    The  committee  will  not  enlarge  upon  the 
glaring  impropriely  of  such  conduct.   The  publication 
of  such  a  pamphlet  by  a  foreign  minister*  in  the  country 
to  which  he  has  been  accredited,  before  taking  his  de- 

^parture,  on  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than  as  an 
•ppul  to  Uie  people  agaiaat  the  Mtt  of  ibcir  own  Gor- 
eniment.  It  was  a  grott  violktion  of  that  diplomatic 
courtesy  which  ought  ever  to  be  observed  between  in* 
dependent  nations,  and  deserve!  tbe  severest  condemna- 
tion. Tbts  act  was  still  more  extraordinary  when  we 
conrnder  that  it  almost  immediately  followed  the  note 
Mr.  Oickins  to  him,  of  the  30th  October,  1836,  anuring 
hiin  that  the  President  would  instruct  Ur.  Ellis  to  make 
luoh  explanations  to  the  Mexican  Government,  of  the 
oonduet  of  that  of  tbe  United  States  as  be  beliered  would 
be  aatisfaetory. 

The  committee  regret  to  learn,  From  the  note  of  Mr. 
Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth  of  the  9th  of  December  last,  that  the 
Mexican  Government  has  publicly  approved  of  the  con- 
duct of  its  minister  whilst  in  the  United  States.  They 
trust  that  a  returning  sense  of  justice  may  induce  it  to  re- 
coniiider  this  determination.  They  are  willing  to  believe 
that  it  never  ouuld  have  been  made,  had  that  Govem- 
nent  previously  reeved  tbe  promised  explanation  of 
tbe  President,  contained  in  tbe  letter  of  Mr.  Fortytb  to 
Mr.  Ellis  of  the  lOtb  December,  1836,  which,  nnlortu- 
nately,  did  not  reach  Mexico  until  after  the  latter  had 
taken  his  departure.  This  letter,  with  the  President's 
message  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  cannot  fail  to  convince  tbe  Mexican  Govern- 
ment bow  much  they  have  been  misled  by  the  represent- 
attioiw  of  their  roinisier. 
After  a  full  considention  of  all  the  cireuinatanees,  the 

■  committee  reconuneod  tbe  adoption  of  Uie  following 
resolution: 

Maohed,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  opinion  with  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  that  another  demand 
ought  to  be  made  for  the  redress  of  our  grievances  Irom 
the  Mexican  Government,  the  mode  and  manner  of 
which,  under  the  34tt)  article  of  ttie  treaty,  so  far  as  it 
may  be  applicsble,  are  properly  confided  to  hit  discre- 
tion. They  cannot  doabt,  from  the  justice  of  our  olaims, 
that  t  hit  demand  will  result  in  speedy  redresst  but  should 
tbey  be  disappointed  in  this  reasonable  expectation,  a 
atate  of  things  will  then  have  occurred  which  will  make 
it  tbe  imperative  duty  of  Congren  promptly  to  consider 
what  further  measures  may  be  required  by  the  honor  of 
the  nation  and  the  rights  of  our  injured  fellow-citizent. 

Ortkrtd,  That  3,000  extra  copiet  of  the  above  report 
be  printed. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjoaroed. 

MOHOIT,  FSBRUABT  20. 

C.OPY.RIGHT  LAWS. 
Among  the  memorials  presented  to  day  was  one  by 
Mr.  CLAY,  from  a  very  large  number  of  persons,  who 
stated  themselves  to  be  American  authors  and  friends  of 
lilemture,  odling  tbe  attention-wf  Congress  to  the  sub. 
ject  of  copy-right  tav%  and  ezpresMng  an«nz!ous  wish 
that  those  Uws  might  be  so  modified  at  to  extend  tlieir 
benefits  to  foreign  authors.  Mr.  C.  further  remarked 
Itut  tbe  evidences  in  fnov  of  tbe  measure  of  grant- 
ing ct^y-rightt  to  foreign  atitbon  were  to  strong  h  not 


to  leave  a  doubt  on  any  mind  of  its  favorable  reception 
by  the  country.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  said  he 
should  call  up  the  bill  granting  such  rights  at  soon 
as  convenient.  The  memorial  was  laid  on  tbe  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PAPEOS  OF  MR.  MADISON. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  eonsideration  (on  its 
third  reading)  of  the  following  joint  resolution: 

"Raolud,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Librtry 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to 
contract  for  and  purchase,  at  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  the  manuscripts  of  the  late  Mr.  Madison,  refer- 
red to  in  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Madison  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  dated  the  fifteenth  of  Novembeiv 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  communicated  in 
his  message  of  the  sixth  of  December,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-stx,  conceding  to  Mrs.  HaditHm  tbe  right  to 
use  copies  of  the  said  manuscript  in  foreign  countries  at 
she  may  think  fit." 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  this  resolution  from  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  the  Library  proposed  to  appropriate  ^30,000  to 
accomplish  the  object  proposed.  The  facts,  he  said, 
were  these:  Mr.  Madison,  under  the  impression  that 
these  papert  would  be  favorably  received  by  the  public 
and  by  publisbera,  hsd  levied  several  legacies  upon  them, 
me  of  some  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  Colonization  So- 
ctety,  and  some  smaller  ones  to  other  public  charities^ 
in  addition  to  some  private  bequests.  But,  so  far  from 
his  anticipations  having  been  realized,  it  seemed  that 
Mrs.  Madison  was  unprepared  to  run  the  risk  of  publish- 
ing them  at  all,  and  on  this  account  had  applied  to  the 
President  in  reUiion  to  tbem.  He  bad  recommended  to 
Congress  to  purchase  themt  and  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Library  hsd  consequently  made  this  report. 

Every  one  (Mr.  C.  said)  was  ready  to  render  to  the 
memory  of  Mr.  Madison  all  possible  respect.  But  the 
questions  involved  in  this  case  were  of  a  constitutional 
character,  and  it  was  therefore  impossible  for  Mr.  C.  to 
vote  fur  the  proposition.  The  question  was,  have  Con- 
great  the  right  to  make  tbit  appropriation?  Tbe  consti- 
tution gives  Congrets  tbe  power  to  by  and  oolleet  Una^ 
to  pay  the  debit  of  tbe  Government,  and  to  provide  for 
tbe  common  defence  and  general  welfare.  It  wax  under 
this  provision  of  the  constitution  that  Mr.  0.  understood 
this  appropriation  was  to  be  nude. 

In  reference  to  this  clause  of  the  constitution  there  bad 
long  been  a  diversity  of  opinion.  From  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  Government,  the  two  great  parties  in 
the  country  were  divided  upon  it.  One  of  these  parties 
conceived  that,  by  these  words  in  the  constitution,  Con- 
gress had  tbe  right,  in  promoting  the  general  welfare,  to 
appropriate  money  to  any  and  every  object  which  they 
believed  would  be  conducive  to  the  promotion  of  the 
general  welfare.  Tbe  other  party,  at  the  head  of  which 
was  Mr.  Madison  himself,  believed  this  power  was  limit* 
ed  by  tbe  constitution,  and  that  Congress  have  no  right 
to  make  an  appropriation,  unless  authorized  to  do  to  by 
a  specific  provision  of  the  constitution.  These  two 
schools  had  existed  from  mt  early  stage  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Madison,  in  his  celebra- 
ted report  of  1799,  had  given  his  views  on  the  subject, 
in  the  most  clear  and  conclusive  langusge,  which  requi- 
red not  one  word  from  Mr.  C.  Hewould  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  read  the  passage  on  they&d,  34tb,  35tb,  36th, 
and  27ih  pages  of  the  reporij^"^^ 

[The  Secretary  then  reaa  the  psmge  indicRted  by 
Mr.  Caiboqh.] 

Here,. Mr.  C.  seid,  Mr.  Mniion,  by  a  very  able  ai^ 
gumen^  had  proved,  beyond  all  controversy,  that  Coib 
gress  has  the  power  only  to  make  specific  grants,  ana 
that  no  more  than  specific  powers  are  vested  in  them  by 
that  cbutse  of  tbe  oonttitution.  JCbe  oppoate  doctrine 

Digitized  byLjOOgIC 


859 


GALES  &,  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


860 


Sevati.]  Papen  of  Mr.  MadiiM,  [Feb.  SO,  1S37. 


inrolved  unlimited  power  in  the  pouenion  of  Congreu. 
Mr.  C.  would  not  repeat  the  irgument.  Hr.  Hadison 
had  «Uo  predicted  what  Hr.  C.  feared  he  abould  aee 
fulfilled,  that  the  oppoaite  argument  would  lead  to  con- 
Bolidalion»  or  vai  contolidalion  ittcif,  and  that  the  con- 
■equent  effect  would  be  a  monarchy.  What  waa  pre* 
dktion  in  1799,  waa  already,  Mr.  C.  aaid,  in  part  real- 
ized. We  had  notyetarriredat  (lie  atage  of  momrchy, 
but  the  executive  department  waa  in  a  hir  way  of  ab* 
aorbinf  the  whole  powen  uf  the  ayatem. 

Mr.  C.  held  it  to  be  due  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Hadi- 
■00*  and  to  the  powerful  argument  juat  read  in  bit  re- 
port, that  queationa  of  tbia  kind  ahould  be  conwdered 
with  all  poattble  caution.  He  bad  given  bia  viewa  of 
tbia  portion  of  the  conatitution  in  tlie  prime  of  bia  life 
and  vigor  of  bia  manhoodj  and  auch  viewa  elevated  Hr. 
Jefferaon  to  the  chief  magiilracy  in  the  political  revolu- 
tion of  180U,  and  afterward  elevated  Mr.  Madiaon  him- 
self. The  fame  of  this  illustrioua  man,  and  the  debt 
which  we  owed  him  for  all  he  did  fbr  our  instilutiuni', 
demanded  that  we  ahould  do  nothing  on  the  preaeni 
oceaMon  to  ahow  «  want  of  reipect  for  him  or  bia  aenti- 
aenta. 

The  quettion  now  before  the  Senate,  Hr.  C.  aaid, 
waa  whether  Congrea*  bad  the  power  to  purchaae  the 
copy-rigbt  to  Mr.  Hadiaan'i  papers,  which,  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  political  feelings,  were  regarded  of  little  or 
no  value  in  the  money  market.  Mr.  C.  regarded  it  aa 
truly  deplorable,  that  these  invaluable  papers,  which 
threw  a  light  upon  the  constitution  which  had  never 
been  shed  upon  it  before*  ahould  be  deeoked  of  no  value 
by  the  public,  absorbed  with  party  politiea  and  the  low 
love  of  gain,  so  that  such  a  work  could  not  be  publish- 
ed. But  where,  Mr.  C.  asked,  was  the  apecial  power 
in  the  constitution  for  Congress  lo  publi&h  auch  a  work^ 
Tbia  waa  a  aolemn  quesllon,  the  answer  to  which  ahould 
be  shown  not  by  precedent,  but  by  the  consiitution. 
The  practice  of  Congreaa,  Mr.  C.  aaid,  had  been  most 
loose  on  this  and  all  other  points.  But  the  real  quea- 
tion  wa^  whether  there  was  suob  a  power  in  ibe  conati- 
tution. llie  chairman  of  tbe  committee  had  not  rested 
bia  argument  on  this,  but  on  the  broad  general  principle 
that  theae  papera  would  throw  a  new  and  brilliant  light 
upon  our  institutions,  and  constitute  a  new  era  in  their 
history,  and  in  the  progress  of  the  human  mindt  thus 
promoting  the  general  welfare  by  the  diffiiaion  oF  intel- 
ligence, for  which  Congress  had  no  authority  in  the  con- 
atitution. Mr.  C.  felt  that  bia  position  in  opposition  lo 
this  resolution  was  a  painful  one;  but.the  opinions  of 
Mr.  Hadiaon,  which  were  the  text  book  of  Hr.  C,  and 
of  thoae  with  whom  he  acted,  demanded  that  he  should 
not  abandon  it.  lie  had  spoken  aa  briefly  aa  poaaible, 
and  wished  chiefly  for  the  opportunity  of  recording  bia 
vote  against  the  proposition. 

Mr.  PRESTON  aaid  he  concurred  fully  with  his  col- 
league in  all  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  celebrated 
report  of  Mr.  ^ladison,  aa  an  argument  upon  the  con- 
atitution; and  he  considered  bia  refutation  of  the  oppo- 
aite  doctrines,  under  the  constitation,  to  bave  been  un- 
answered, and  were  wholly  unswerable.  But,  acquies- 
cing fully  in  the  views  both  of  his  colleague  and  of  Mr. 
Madison,  }iTf  P.  said  he  could  still  conacientioutly  vote 
for  this  resolution.  On  the  grounds  to  which  his  col- 
league bad  alluded,  this  resolution  ought  not  to  pass. 
But  Hr.  P.  believe  j  they  had  no  application  whatever 
to  tbe  case  in  hand.  In  the  examination  of  theae  papers, 
the  committee  came  to  tnii  general  reaulti  that  these 
papera  were  part  and  ureel  of  the  constitution  and  of 
the  muniments  of  our  (iovemment,  being  not  only  con- 
nected but  in  a  manner  identified  with  them,  aa  much 
ao  as  were  the  journals  of  the  convention.  These  jour- 
nala  (be  aaid)  bad  been  published  by  authority  of  an  act 
of  Congreaa  in  1819,  under  tbe  administnaioii  of  Mr. 


Monroe,  a  man  eminently  devoted  to  the  principles 
which  his  colleague  had  commendedt  a  strict  republican 
aa  to  hia  political  character;  and  this  Hr.  p.  believed 
was  done  without  the  distent  of  any  party  or  any  iwjivid* 
ual,  and  without  the  aligbest  objectitm. 

Seeing  tiiat  tbia  waa  a  proceeding  a  republicao  Con- 
greu  and  ft  republican  President,  it  waa  a  aulyect  of 
consideration  with  the  committee,  on  what  principle  this 
whole  country  had  yielded  to  the  propriety  of  auch  a 
publication;  and  they  concluded  that  it  wu  a  necessary 
portion,  not  only  of  our  conatitutional  hiatory,  but  of  our 
constitutional  euatence.  Now,  (asked  Mr.  P.,)  are 
these  papera  of  the  same  charaeterf  They  oonpriied 
the  speechea  of  thoae  who  took  an  active  part  la  the 
formation  of  tbe  Government,  and  exhibited  tfaeir  viewa 
of  that  Government,  taken  down  with  tbe  greateat  pos- 
sible accuracy  and  fulness;  and  the  nrnt  remarkable 
speechea,  after  having  been  written  out  by  Mr.  Mad>aon, 
were  revised  and  corsected  by  the  hand  ol  Hamiltonj  so  that 
the  whole  was  a  complete  history  of  these  transactions. 

It  was  objected  to  these  reports  that  they  were  not  in 
hot  oiBcial.  But  what  right  have  Congreaa  to  publish 
the  official  proceedings  of  that  body  more  than  the  anof- 
6ciaU  The  publication  of  both  proceeds  on  the  same 
ground,  that  they  are  part  and  parcel  of  our  frame  of 
government,  being  an  espuaition  of  tbe  views  of  those 
who  formed  the  conatitution,  and,  therefore,  beat  shov- 
ing ita  true  meaning. 

In  tbe  same  way  (Hr.  P.  said)  Congress  found  it  con- 
venient to  publish  the  journals  of  the  old  Congress  un- 
der tbe  confederation,  and  no  one  hcailated,  on  any  ride. 
And  yet  these  papera  bad  no  more  than  a  biatoricM  coo- 
nezion  with  our  present  form  of  Government,  and  were 
by  no  mrans  so  free  from  ubjectiona,  founded  oa  the 
principles  of  Hr.  Madison's  report,  aa  were  tbe  papers 
of  Hr.  Hadison  now  in  question. 

There  were  still  other  precedents  which  might  be  re- 
lied on,  and  among  them  was  ihe  purchase  by  Congress 
of  the  papera  of  General  Washington,  at  #35,000,  with- 
out any  aerioua  objection.  And  there  was  anotber  still 
more  remarkable  example  in  regard  to  our  revolutiona- 
ry hiatory.  Hr.  P.  also  adduced  some  other  precedents 
of  less  importance.  He  said  tbe  Library  Committee 
would,  in  hia  view,  have  been  entirely  justified  in  pur- 
chasing, on  their  own  authority,  the  papers  of  Ur.  Had- 
iaon, to  depoMte  in  the  Library,  if  there  bad  been  no  ul- 
terior view  to  their  publication. 

Mrs.  Hadiaon  had  stated  that  tbe  (ifiera  made  ber  for 
tbe  papera  in  question  were  not  saliafactory*  It  was  to 
be  supposed  they  were  not  very  great.  But  tbe  com- 
mittee did  not  feel  themselves  authorixed  to  inquire 
what  Hi  b.  Madison  intended  to  do  with  the  money  wbich 
she  might  derive  from  the  work.  The  proposition  on 
her  part  was  to  sell  thua  much  of  ber  property  to  tbe 
Cungresa  of  the  United  States;  and  whether  tbere  were 
legacies  on  that  fund  or  out  »-aa  not  for  Congress  Ia  in- 
quire. They  might  just  as  well  ask  whether  tbe  printer 
wbom  tbey  employed  would  give  away  hhi  moacy  for 
this  or  that  object,  or  whether  be  would  spend  it  in 
gambling,  drunkenness,  or  debauchery.  For  tbeae 
tbings  Congress  were  not  responsible. 

Hr.  P.  aaid  be  deemed  the  histvry  of  theXiovemment 
as  of  very  great  value,  and  he  feJt  extremely  deurous 
that  the  greateat  possible  light  should  be  thrown  upon 
itj  so  strong  was  this  feeling,  as  to  cause  in  him  some 
aelf-distruat  aa  to  hia  estimate  of  the  very  great  value  of 
tbe  work  now  in  question-  Bat  be  was  by  no  means 
disposed  to  construe  the  constitation  merely  by  tbe 
words  it  contained,  but  be  thought  it  exceedingly  deatra- 
ble  to  know  tbe  views  and  intentions  of  its  framer% 
which  must  be  regarded  aa  tbe  only  trueapirit  of  tbe 
instrument.  Hr.  P.  made  various  other  reoiarksi  still 
further  illastmting  and  caforciDg  hiRTiewa. 

Digitized  byCjOOglC 


861 


OF  DEBATES  iN  CONGRESS. 


862 


F>B.  90^  1837.]  Pigpen  ^  Mr.  MaiUan,  [Snin. 


Mr.  WEB9TBR  Mid  he  Buppoud  tbtt  there  wii  no 
meiober  of  the  Senate  who  regtrded  the  rara  propoted 
to  be  riren  for  these  miniHcripts  as  too  larg^,  tf  the  ip- 
propnation  vaa  within  the  juat  field  of  their  constitution- 
al powers.  Now,  what  was  the  object  of  thia  appropri- 
ation? The  Senate  Ht  under  a  constitution  which  had 
now  endured  more  than  fifty  years,  and  had  been  formed 
under  rery  peculiar  circumatances,  under  a  great  ezi- 
eency,  and  in  a  manner  that  no  conatilutinn  had  ever 
been  formed  in  any  othrr  country— on  principles  of  uni- 
ted and  yet  diTided  legislation,  a1t(^ther  unexampled 
tn  the  history  of  free  Slatea.  Mr.  W.  agreed  fully  in 
the  sentiment  that  the  conitant  rule  of  interpretation  to 
be  applied  to  this  instrument  wa!t,  that  its  reatrietions 
were  contained  tn  itself  and  that  it  waa  to  be  made,  as 
far  as  possible,  its  own  interpreter.  He  atso  agreed  that 
the  practice  under  the  Government,  for  a  long  course 
of  years,  and  the  opinions  of  thoae  who  both  formed  the 
inatniment,  and  anerwarda  aided  in  carrying  it  into  ef- 
fect by  laws  passed  under  its  authority,  were  to  be  the 
next  ground  of  interpretation}  and  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  measure  now  proposed  was  of  great  importsnee, 
both  in  connexion  with  the  conatitutiun  itself,  and  with 
the  history  of  ita  interpretation.  He  should  not  now 
apeak  of  the  political  opinions  of  Mr.  Madiaon.  He 
looked  only  to  the  general  facta  of  the  case.  It  was 
well  known  that  the  convention  of  great  men  who  form- 
ed our  constitution  ait  with  closed  doorsi  that  no  report 
of  thtir  proeeeflings  was  published  at  that  limei  and  that 
their  debates  were  listened  to  by  none  but  themselves 
and  the  officers  in  attendance.  We  bad,  indeed,  the 
official  journal  kept  by  their  order.  It  wsa  an  important 
document,  but  it  informed  ua  only  of  their  official  acts. 
We  got  from  it  nothing  whatever  of  the  debates  in  that 
illustrious  body.  Besides  this,  there  were  only  a  few 
published  sketches,  more  or  less  valuable.  But  the 
connexion  of  Mr.  Madison  with  the  constitution  and  the 
Government,  and  his  profound  knowledge  of  all  that  re< 
lated  to  both,  woula  necessarily  give  to  any  reports 
which  he  should  have  taken  a  superior  claim  to  accuracy. 
It  was  his  purpoae,  when  he  entered  the  body,  to  re- 

Eort  its  whole  proceedings.  He  chose  a  position  which 
eat  enabled  him  to  do  ao;  nor  had  he  been  absent  a 
■ingle  day  during  the  whole  period  of  its  rittings.  It 
was  further  understood  tint  his  report  of  the  leading 
■peecbes  had  been  submitted  to  the  members  for  correc- 
tion. The  fact  was  well  known  to  them  all  that  he  was 
thus  collecting  materials  for  a  detailed  report  of  their 
proceedings.  Wiihout,  therefore,  hav'rng  seen  a  page 
of  these  manuscripts,  it  was  reasonable  to  conclude  that 
they  must  contain  matter  not  only  highly  interesting,  btit 
▼ery  useful}  and  it  waa  bis  impreuion  that,  among  this 
eliMof  easesi  the  Senate  could  not  better  consult  the 
wiahea  and  interests  of  the  American  people  than  to  let 
them  aee  a  document  of  this  character,  from  the  pen  of 
■uch  a  man  ss>Iadison.  That  gentleman  had  been  more 
connected  with  the  constitution  than' almost  any  other 
iiiUiridual.  He  had  been  present  in  that  little  assem- 
blage that  met  at  Annapolis  in  '86,  with  wbom  the  idea 
of  a  convention  originated.  He  was  afterwards  a  mem- 
ber  of  the  cmventionof  Virginia,  which  ratified  the  con- 
stitution. He  had  then  been  a  member  of  the  firet  Con* 
^ress,  and  bad  taken  an  important  lead  in  the  great  du- 
ties of  its  legislation,  under  that  conalitution,  in  the 
formaiion  of  which  he  hail  acted  so  contpicuous  a  part. 
He  had  afterwards  filled  the  important  ataiion  of  Secre* 
tary  of  State,  and  had  subaequenlly  been  for  eight  yrwrs 
President  of  the  United  Stales.  Thus,  his  whole  life 
had  been  intimately  connected,  first  with  the  formation, 
•nd  then  with  the  administration  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  he  saw  no  constitutional  objection  to 
the  purchase  of  these  manuscripts.  Why  did  Congress 
Plircbue  every  year  voiks  on  history,  gei^phy,  bott. 


ny»  metapbyiiep,  and  morals  f  How  was  it  that  they  had 
purchased  a  collection  of  works  of  the  most  miseellane* 
ous  character  from  Mr.  Jeffisrson'  Hie  manuscripts  in 
question  stood  In  a  different  relation.  They  related  im> 
mediately  and  intimately  to  the  nation'a  own  affairs,  and 
especially  to  the  construction  of  that  great  instrument 
under  which  the  Houses  of  Congress  were  now  sitting. 
If  the  doctrine  advanced  by  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina was  to  prevail,  Congress  ought  forthwith  to  clear 
its  library  of  every  thing  but  the  State  Papers.  Mr.  W** 
views  on  the  constitution  were  well  knowni  whether  an 
inspection  of  these  pspers  would  confirm  and  strengthen 
the  views  he  entertained  respecting  that  instrument,  he 
could  not  sayt  but  certainly,  if  they  were  now  within 
his  reach,  he  should  be  very  eager  to  read  themt  and 
their  examination  would  be  one  of  the  very  first  things 
that  he  should  engage  in.  A  report  of  such  debates, 
from  aoch  a  pen,  couM  not  but  be  of  the  highest  impor- 
tmee,  and  its  perusal  was  well  calculated  to  gratify  a 
rational  curiosity.  It  m'ght  throw  much  light  on  the 
early  interpretation  of  the  constitution,  and  on  the  na- 
ture and  structure  of  our  Government.  But,  while  it 
produced  thia  effect,  it  could  do  more  than  all  other 
things  to  show  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  through 
what  conciliation,  through  what  a  temper  of  compro- 
mise,  through  what  a  Just  yielding  of  the  Judgment  of 
one  individual  to  that  of  another,  through  what  a  apirK 
of  manly  and  brotherly  love,  that  assemAily  of  illustrious 
men  had  been  enabled  finally  to  agree  upon  the  form  of 
a  constitution  for  their  country,  and  had  aucceeded  in 
conferring  an  great  a  good  upon  the  American  people. 

Mr.  NILE9  said  he  regretted  that  the  committee  bad 
presented  this  subject  for  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  the 
precise  form  they  had,  as  he  feared  that  he  should  not 
be  able  to  give  the  resolution  his  support,  which  be 
should  have  been  happy  to  have  done  twd  the  resolution 
been  in  a  different  shape.  He  concurred  in  all  that  had 
been  said  as  to  the  meriti  of  the  work,  and  the  high 
character  of  its  titustrioas  aolhor.  He  would  yield  to  no 
man  in  the  estimation  in  which  be  held  the  character, 
aervicfs,  snd  political  opinions,  of  Mr.  Uadison.  But 
the  universally  acknowledged  merit  of  the  work  should 
induce  us  to  be  more  cautious  not  to  act  on  unsound 
principles,  and  unnecessarily  set  a  bad  example.  He  wss 
sorry  that  the  committee  had  not  gone  further,  and  let 
us  know  what  is  their  ultimate  purpose  in  the  purchase 
of  Iheae  manuscripts.  Are  they  to  be  purchased  for 
publication,  or  to  be  deposited  in  the  library  for  the  use  of 
Congress*  If  the  latter  was  the  object,  he  saw  no  con- 
stitutional difficulty  in  the  wayt  hut  there  were  olher 
serious  objections  to  that  course.  Thirty  thousand  dol. 
lara  was  an  enormoua  sum  to  pay  for  the  manuscripts,  in 
case  they  were  to  be  used  only  as  an  addition  to  the 
library  of  Congressj  besides,  if  this  is  the  only  object, 
the  purchase  of  the  manuscripts  will  be  the  meant  of 
withholding  the  work  from  the  press,  instead  of  aiding 
in  diffusing  the  sentiments  of  the  author  among  the  peo* 
pie  of  the  United  States,  which  he  supposed  was  the 
principal  object.  It  waa  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  this 
aspect  of  the  question,  because  he  was  satisfied  (bat  such 
was  not  the  object  in  view.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  real  purpose  is  the  publiestion  of  the  worki  and 
what  is  to  be  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  publlcalion? 
Are  we  to  publish  a  few  hundred  copies  only,  fur  the 
use  of  Congress  and  the  public  oflicea,  or  is  Conjtress  to 
publish  a  large  edition  for  general  distribution?  There 
might  be  leas  objection,  on  the  ground  of  principle,  to 
the  former  course,  but  it  would  certainly  be  a  very  ex* 
pensive  way  of  supplying  Congress  with  the  work.  He 
thought  the  proper  course  would  be  for  Congress  to 
purchase  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the  work  after  it 
ahouhl  be  published;  or,  if  it  waa  deemed  necessary  to 
encourage  the  pablieatton,  and  tfadd  to  ibeprewnt 
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vlTue  of  the  copjr^ight.  h«  ihoold  have  no  objection, 
and  feel  no  difficulty  in  the  adoption  of  a  reiolutlon 
authorizing  the  subscription  to  five  hundred  or  one  tbou< 
nnd  copiei  of  the  wurlr,  at  a-fkir  priee,  to  be  paid  for 
when  it  might  be  published. 

There  can  be  no  constitutiunal  difficulty  in  purchuing 
the  manoieript  for  the  library,  nor  in  purchasing  a  cer- 
tain naraber  of  copiei  of  the  publiihed  work*  nor  in  au- 
lliorizinit  a  tubtcription  for  a  number  of  copies  of  the 
work  when  it  maybe  publlshedi  but  to  purchase  the 
manuscript,  not  for  the  library,  but  far  the  purpose  of 
publication,  is  a  very  different  thing.  He  doubted  tlie 
power  of  Congress  to  do  (his,  and  he  could  see  no  ne- 
cessity whatever  fur  it.  Why  is  it  necessary  for  Con- 
gress to  interfcref  The  work  will  be  published  witltout 
our  aid.  This  manuscript  Is  valuable,  for  we  have  just 
been  informed  that  Ave  thousand  dollars  have  been  offer- 
ed for  it.  Tbe  aid  of  Congress,  (hereforei  la  not  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  publication  of  (he  work,  and  to  ena- 
ble the  people  of  the  United  Slates  to  have  the  benefil 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  illustrious  author.  What  reason, 
then,  can  be  assigned  why  Congress  should  purchase 
the  copy-right,  and  become  the  publisher  of  the  work? 
Why  has  this  application  been  made  to  us?  He  appre- 
hended that  there  could  be  no  other  reason  than  that  as- 
signed by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  [Mr.  Cal< 
HovK,]  that  the  aid  of  Congress  was  netfessaiy  to  pay  the 
legacies  charged  upon  this  manuscript.  Under  the  form 
of  purchasing  the  manuscript,  we  are  (o  pay  the  legacies 
in  the  testament  of  Hr.  Madison,  charged  upon  a  fund 
which  is  insufficient  to  satisfy  them.  Is  nut  this  the 
whole  of  tbe  case?  The  high  merit  of  the  work  is  of  no 
consequence  in  this  view  of  the  question,  because  the 
country  will  have  the  benefit  of  it  without  our  interfer- 
ence, it  it  not  on  this  ground  that  the  purchase  could 
be  justified,  and  be  could  see  no  other  object  but  to  se. 
cure  the  execution  uf  the  will  and  the  psyment  of  tbe 
legacies. 

But,  said  Ur.  N-,  Is  there  not  a  great  principle  involv- 
ed in  this  questiont  one  much  more  impnrtvnt  than  that 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  appropriation?  Is  Congress 
to  become  the  publisher  of  books  for  general  distribu- 
tion, and  with  the  view  to  enlighten  the  people?  Where 
are  we  to  find  our  authority  for  such  a  proceeding?  We 
are  told  that  these  manuscripts,  containing  the  only  au- 
thentic account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention, 
ought  justly  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  constitution 
itself;  that  they  belong  to,  and  are  part  of,  the  muniments 
of  the  Government.  This  is  astrong  claim  to  be  set  up 
for  the  private  manuscripts  of  an  individual,  however 
distinguished  or  connected  with  the  institutions  of  the 
country.  But,  admitting  it  to  be  true,  has  Congress  the 
power  to  publish  the  constitution  itself  for  general  dis- 
tribution, and  for  the  purpose  of  affording  political  intel- 
ligence to  the  people?  We  may  publish  our  journal  or 
public  records,  for  the  use  of  Congress  or  the  officers 
of  the  Government.  Dut  can  Congress  take  upon 
itself  to  d<>ciile  what  political  informatiun  is  proper 
to  be  distributed  among  the  people,  and  then  become 
the  publisher  and  distributer  of  the  works  containing  the 
same,  at  the  expense  of  the  national  Treasury'  This 
would  not  only  be  a  very  extraordinary  but  a  very  dan- 
gerous power.  It  would  not  only  be  a  new  source  of 
etpendi  uie,  but  the  assumption  of  a  power  which  might 
be  wielded  with  tremendous  efFect,  in  operating  upon 
public  opinion.  If  this  work  is  to  be  published  at  the 
public  expense  and  by  the'authorlly  of  Congress,  on  the 
ground  tliat  it  is  calculated  to  explain  and  illustrate  the 
theory  and  principles  of  the  Government,  the  same  claim 
may  be  aet  up  for  works  ota  very  different  description. 
Who  is  to  decide  what  is  the  Inie  theory  and  exposition 
of  the  constitution?  This  has  been  a  subject  of  contro- 
versy from  tite  formation  of  the  constiiutioo.   The  dif. 


ferent  opinions  which  have  existed  in  relation  to  this 
matter  have  formed  the  basis  and  foundation  of  par- 
ties.  One  work  will  contain  the  true  exposition  of 
the  constitution,  according  to  the  views  of  one  party, 
and  a  very  different  work  according  to  tbe  opinions 
of  another  party.  When  one  parly  is  in  the  atcen* 
dency,  they  may  publish  and  distribute  among  the 
people  such  works  as  may  be  calculated  to  explain  and 
illustrate  what  they  regard  as  the  true  theory  of  the  Gov- 
ernment! and  another  party,  when  in  power,  may  au- 
thorize tbe  publication  of  political  works  of  an  opponte 
character,  to  explain  and  unfold  the  true  theory  of  the 
constitution  as  they  understand  it.  This  is  a  power 
which  would  unavoidably  lead  to  abuses  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous tendency]  as  noUiing  could  be  more  mischievous 
than  for  Congress,  by  its  direct  action,  and  b^  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  publie  funds,  to  attempt  to  mfluence 
public  sentiment  oo  political  questions.  T*he  works  of 
Mr.  Madison  would  no  doubt  exert  a  highly  beneficial 
influence  on  public  opinion)  but  if  a  precedent  is  estab- 
lished. Congress  may  exercise  the  power,  by  publishing 
and  distributing  political  works  of  a  very  different  char- 
acter. He  believed  that  Congreas  had  no  authority  to 
publish  any  work  for  general  circulation,  or  for  any  oth- 
er purpose  than  the  use  of  the  Government;  and  he 
could  conceive  of  no  assumption  of  power  more  danger- 
ora,  or  of  which  the  people  ought  to  be  more  jealous. 
He  regretted  that  the  committee  had  presented  this  sub- 
ject in  the  manner  they  had,  and  was  sorry  they  had 
not  gone  further,  and  informed  the  Senate  what  was 
their  ultimate  purpose  in  purchasing  these  manuscripts. 
But  as  they  had  not  done  this,  he  felt  it  his  duly  to  look 
beyond  the  resolution,  and  to  decide  for  himself  what 
waa  intended  by  the  purchase.  He  believed  that  tbe 
object  wu  to  publish  tlie  work  under  the  authority  an4 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  Stalest  <">d  btlieving  that 
such  a  proceeding  would  be  wholly  unauthorixed.  and  a 
very  dangerous  exercise  of  power,  he  felt  constrained  lu 
vote  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  advocated  the  resoLition.  Af- 
ter pronouncing  a  merited  eulogy  on  the  ctwracter 
of  Mr.  Madison,  he  observed  that  we  mi^bt  »iili 

f;reat  reason  anticipate  the  character  of  this  work 
rom  that  of  its  authort  and  such  was  the  estimation 
in  which  he  individually  held  a  report  cumpiled  un- 
der such  circumstances,  by  such  a  man,  that  he  be- 
lieved its  value  could  scarce  be  overratt:iI.  There 
was  no  gentleman,  he  believed,  who  had  expressed  any 
hesilation  as  to  the  price  proposed  to  be  given;  but  the 
Senator  from  Soulh  Carolina  was  very  apprebensVe 
that,  in  purchasing  this  work.  Congress  would  be  ex- 
ercising an  unconstitutional  power,  and  one  which  had 
a  dangerous  tendency  toward  the  consolidation  of  the 
Go^ernmenl.  Now,  one  great  reason  why  Mr.  C. 
was  desirous  of  obtaining  this  and  all  other  productions 
of  Mr.  Madison  was  the  conviction  that  we  could  no- 
where find  more  light  as  to  the  just  interpretHtion  of  tbe 
powers  in  the  cunstituiion.  As  to  the  uuthuriiy  to  make 
this  purchase,  if  there  was  any  value  in  precedent?, 
there  were  enough  of  these  to  ptsce  it  beyond  question. 
The  Senator^  demanded  a  specific  pa»er.  A  sufficient 
reply  to  that  question  would  be  toask  anottter.  Under 
what  specific  power  in  the  constitution  had  Congress 
erected  this  ctistly  and  magnificent  palace  for  its  legis- 
lation? Surely  u  building  less  expensive  would  have  met 
and  satisfied  ttie  necessities  of  the  case.  Who  would  say 
that  these  noble  ranges  of  pillars,  and  the  splendid  dome 
they  sustained,  were  indispensable  to  the  deliberations 
i>f  ibe  Senate  ?  Nay,  where  was  the  specific  power  for 
tbe  errction  of  the  Capitol  stall?  He  would  further  de- 
mand of  the  Senator  under  what  specific  power  he  voted 
for  the  purchai^c  of  books  fur  the  library^  The  truth 
was,  that  all  Ihcsc  acts  pertaiiKd  tu  that  stibordiiutc  cUn 
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of  powen  which  rrgulnted  what  might  be  cktkd  the  do- 
mestic econnmy  oF  the  Government,  and  whicli  were 
Decenary  to  the  exercise  of  the  primary  tnd  higher 
powers  specificttlly  enumerated  in  the  conalitution.  And 
surely,  if  Congress  could  purchase  »ny  work  conGtitU' 
tronally,  was  there  any  which  il  miglit  more  leffilimately 
buy  tbsn  the  manuscript  now  in  question^  CouM  any 
work  be  more  desirable  to  an  American  statesman?  any 
more  useful  to  an  American  legislator?  Such  a  report 
formed  an  integral  and  most  important  part  of  tbe  na- 
tional history.  It  was  a  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Gov- 
ernment itveir.  The  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
NiLss]  was  willing  to  purchase  500  or  1,000  copies  of 
the  work,  when  printed.  That  would  be  quite  legili- 
matet  but  the  honorable  Senator  was  atartled  at  the  idea 
of  purchasing  a  manuscript  for  publication.  On  what 
subtle  ground  of  constitutional  construction  the  gentle- 
man came  to  Guch  a  conclusion  Mr,  C.  was  unable  to 
comprehend.  If  the  manuscript  were  purchased,  would 
it  not  afterwards  be  printed'  If  it  was  printed,  then  all 
difficulty  would  be  out  of  ihe  wav;  but  to  purchase  as  a 
preparatory  step  to  printiDg  woukl  be  a  daring  violation 
of  tbe  constitution. 

Hr.  C.  was  really  unable  to  appreciaie  the  force  of 
this  argument.  Congreas  designed  to  purchase  this  work 
fur  its  own  use;  and  did  it  constitute  an  objection  that 
thereby  the  community  would  be  enabled  to  get  it  also, 
and  to  possess  it  in  a  more  authentic  form?  Congress 
had  a  right  to  erect  a  chamber  for  its  own  deliberations. 
Did  the  act  become  unconstitutional  if  the  dimensions  of 
that  chamber  should  be  so  enlarged  as  to  admit  the  erec- 
ti<t|)  of  a  gallery  for  spectators?  No  more  did  it  become 
unconstitutional  for  Congresa  to  purchase  a  work  for 
tiiemselves  because  tbe  public  could  get  incidentally  the 
advantage  of  it.  Mr.  C.  was  desirous  that  Congres!,  by 
such  an  act,  should  commend  this  work  to  the  Amel-rcan 
people,  should  put  its  imprimatur  upon  it,  and  send  it 
forth  with  all  the  additional  weight  which  such  an  act 
could  give.  That  which  was  not  strictly  necessary  might 
nevertheless  be  highly  useful  and  becoming,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  powers  confessedly  constitutional.  Was  it  ne< 
cesesry  to  place  I'n  this  hall  that  venerable  countenance 
of  Washington,  which  seemed,  as  it  were,  to  preside  in 
lilent  dignity  over  Ibeir  legislation?  Was  there  any  spe- 
cific power  which  authorized  them  to  adorn  the  Capitol 
with  historic  paintings  and  emblematical  statuary?  He 
believed  that  in  purchasing  this  work  tbe  Senate  would 
fulfil  a  duty  near  and  dear  to  the  hearts  of  the  American 
people.  *  if  the  remains  of  Hr.  Madison  were  known  to 
exist  in  ibe  remotest  comer  of  the  world,  Mr.  C.  would 
vote  for  an  expedition  that  would  cost  far  more  than 
these  manuscript  to  bring  back  dust  so  sacred  to  this 
country  for  a  grave.  Would  not  Congress  have  power 
to  do  that?  Where  was  the  spectRc  power  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition  now  Biting  out? — an  expedition  that 
would  cover  the  nation  with  imperishable  renown. 
Should  the  gentleman's  interpretation  prevail,  the  nation 
would  be  shorn  of  the  brightest  beama  which  now  encir- 
cle its  name;  and  though  Hr.  C.  differed  from  that  gen< 
tieman  as  to  constitutional  views,  he  could  not  but  be- 
lieve that  he  was  inBuenced  at  heart  by  all  those  feelings 
which  would  induce  Mr.  C.  to  support  this  measure. 
For  himself,  he  had  never  given  a  vote  with  ft  more  entire 
conviction  of  its  perfect  propriety. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  rejoined,  and  further  insisted  upon 
tbe  ground  be  had  before  taken.  There  was  no  diversi- 
ty of  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  these  manuieripts,  nor 
with  regard  to  tbe  great  character  of  Mr.  Madison,  nor 
as  to  its  being  a  very  desirable  object  that  this  work 
abould  be  published!  but  whether  it  should  be  published 
by  the  aeency  of  Congress  was  a  different  question. 
'J'he  work,  however,  would  be  published  at  all  events. 
Mn.  Madison  bad  been  offered  #5,000  for  it.  That  was 
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sufficient  to  secure  Ihe  publieetion.  If  Congress  wished 
any  copies  for  the  library,  they  could  furnish  themselves 
with  as  many  as  might  be  necessary.  Why  must  they 
purcliaee  tbe  copy-right?  Would  thl^  application  ever 
have  come  here  if  Mrs.  Madison  had  been  offered  by  tlie 
booksellers  enough  money  to  cover  the  legacies  in  her 
husband's  will? 

[Mr.  Cbittxhbik  interposed,  and  said  he  presumed 
it  would.  The  reverence  in  which  that  distinguished 
woman  held  her  husband's  memory  would  naturally  in- 
duce her  to  desire  to  dispose  of  this  manuscript  rather 
to  tbe  Government  of  this  country  than  to  booksellers. 
As  to  purchasing  the  copy-nglit,  so  precious  did  he  hold 
the  manuscript  itseir,  that,  did  be  possess  it,  be  would  not 
take  the  $30,000  for  it,] 

Mr.  Caluouh  resumed,  and  insisted  that,  let  gentlemen 
twist  and  turn  the  question  as  tbcy  pleased,  it  amounted 
to  neither  more  nor  less  than  this:  an  appropriation  bjr 
Congress  to  pay  llie  legacies  in  Mr.  Madison's  will.  Mr. 
C.  profoundly  regretted  that  those  legacies  bad  ever 
been  charged  upon  the  avails  of  this  manuscript.  Mr> 
Madison  had  died  childleGS,  and  had  left  his  wife  in  easy 
circumstances.  How  much  better  would  it  have  been 
had  he  left  this  work,  free  of  all  cost,  as  a  legacy  to  the 
American  people?  And  be  no  less  regretted  that  Mrs. 
Madison  had  ever  matle  the  present  application  to  Con- 
gress; and  his  regret  was  yet  heightened,  because  a  com- 
pliance with  her  request  involved  a  plain  and  palpable 
violation  of  that  rule  in  the  interpretation  of  tbe  consti- 
tution which  Mr.  Madison  himself  had  laid  down.  The 
rule  was  full  of  the  profoundest  political  wisdom  and 
foresight,  and  evinced  in  the  mind  of  that  great  man  a 
just  tareboding  as  to  tbe  fate  of  this  Government.  It 
would  honor  the  memory  of  Hadlson  far  more  to  regard 
this  rule  than  to  purchase  this  nuinuscript.  And  if  the 
manuscript  itself  was  esteemed  so  valuable,  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  printer,  after  the  edijion  was  worked  ofT^ 
would  very  gladly  give  the  original  to  Congress.  Ho 
then  went  on  in  a  course  of  argument  to  show  that  the 
appropriation  involved  a  violation  of  the  principles  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Madison  with  respect  to  limited  powers, 
and  would,  if  carried  out,  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the 
Government  to  perform  any  act  whatever  which  it  might 
deem  conducive  to  the  general  welfare.  In  reply  to  the 
inquiry  of  Mr.  Cbittbrdxr  as  to  the  erection  and  dec- 
oration of  the  Capitol,  he  observed  that  the  case  was 
very  plain.  They  were  a  legislative  body,  and  must  have 
a  house  in  which  to  assemble:  and  whether  the  building 
were  small  or  large,  more  or  less  expensive,  did  not  vary 
the  constitutional  question.  As  to  its  profuse  decoration, 
there  had  been  many  politicians  of  the  old  school  who 
doubted  its  expediency,  and  thought  that  much  plainer 
buildings  would  have  been  more  consistent  with  our  re- 
publican simplicity.  Aa  to  the  exploring  expedition,  Mr. 
C.  greatly  doubted  tbe  right  of  Congress  to  sanction  any 
such  measure.  But  thus  we  proceeded,  step  bjr  step;  one 
departure  was  made  to  sanction  another,  untd  at  length 
they  came  down  to  tbe  great  qjuestron  which  had  origi- 
nally se'parated  the  two  parties  in  this  Government.  Hr. 
C.  admitted  that  when  a  young  man,  and  at  his  entrance 
upon  political  life,  he  had  inclined  to  that  interpretation 
of  the  constitution  which  favored  a  latitude  of  powers, 
but  experienced  observation  and  reflection  bad  wrought 
a  great  change  in  his  viewsi  and,  above  all,  the  trans- 
cendent argument  of  Mr.  Madison  himself^  in  bis  cele- 
brated resolutions  of  1798,  had  done  more  than  all  other 
things  to  convince  him  of  his  error.  The  opposite  course 
tended  to  a  Government  of  unlimited  powers,  and  in 
such  a  Government  the  executive  department  must  inev- 
itably swallow  lip  all  the  rest.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  CaiTTEnoEs]  had  warred  nobly  against  ex- 
ecutive encroachments,  but  that  warfare  would  be  all  in 
vain  uolesB  the  money  power  of  the  Government  should 
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be  closely  watched.  He  bad  been  strack  with  (be  n< 
gutty  and  foresight  of  Mr.  J«fferton»  in  a  renwrk  of  that 
great  ttatesman,  that  legiilatiTe  luurpalion  would  alwayi 
precede  executive,  but  that  ezrculiTe  would  always  suc- 
ceed it.  Tet  there  would  be  a  thousand  cases  which  so 
■tron^y  appealed  to  the  hearts  and  sympathies  of  legia- 
lalort,  that  these  salutary  reatraints  and  warnings  were 
ail  In  danger  of  being  swept  away;  and  be  who  shouM 
oppote  appeals  of  that  nature  would  come  to  fed  little 
ID  nil  own  eyes,  and  to  aectne  himself  of  a  want  of  the 
noblest  feelings  of  tha  heart  Re  concluded  by  once 
more  asaertiog  that  tiie  naked  question  before  the  Senate 
was,  whether  tbey  would  vote  an  appropriation  to  pay 
the  legaciea  in  Mr.  Madison's  will.  As  he  could  not  in 
conscience  TOte  in  the  aJGrmative,  he  desired  that  the 
question  should  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BIVES  said  he  little  expected  after  the  numer- 
ous appropriations  for  objecia  very  queationable  in  tbeir 
nature,  and  inTolTing  ttt  more  dobions  ooostitutional 
questions,  which  pass  here  from  leislon  to  session  and 
Rom  day  to  day  without  objection  or  obaervation,  that 
we  should  have  been  occupied  in  a  grave  constitutional 
discussion  on  such  a  resolution  as  this.  He  most  tho- 
roughljr  c<Micurred  with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
in  eve^-  fundamental  principle  he  has  now  laid  down. 
He  subscribed  roost  heartily  to  the  doctrine  that  Senator 
has  quoted  from  tbe  celebrated  repwt  ef^  Mr.  MatUaon 
in  1798.  But  what  is  that  doctrine)  Whit  was  the  oc- 
casion of  Its  being  advanced,  and  what  it  ita  just  applica- 
tion?  The  Senate  will  all  recollect  that  at  an  early  stage 
of  the  history  of  this  Government  an  attempt  was  made 
to  pervert  a  clause  in  the  first  article  of  tbe  constitution, 
which  empowera  Cof^resa  to  **lay  and  collect  duties, 
tee.,  to  pay  the  debts  and  proride  fw  tbe  common  de> 
fence  MoA  general  welfare  of  the  United  States.**  The 
Jlrst  cenMruction  attempted  to  be  put  opon  these  words 
was,  that  Congress  has  power  to  do  whatever  it  may 
deem  neceasary  and  proper  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  vel&ret  a  construction  which  goes  at  once  to 

S rostrate  all  notion  of  specific  powers,  and  which  reo- 
ers  the  subsequent  grant  of  those  powers  in  (be  consti- 
tution itself  perfectly  nugatory.  But  this  interpretation 
was  so  ^roaa,  and  ao  entirely  at  war  with  tbe  whole  aplrit 
and  gemua  of  our  Goremment,  that  it  enjoyed  but  a  brief 
reign.  It  was  followed,  however,  by  a  construction 
much  more  plausible,  and  which  was  strenaousty  advo- 
cated by  the  justly  celebrated  Alexander  Hamilton.  He 
contended  (bat  although  Congress  did  not  possess  a  gen- 
eral and  unlimited  power  to  do  any  thing  they  pleased, 
provided  they  thoi^^bt  it  for  tbe  general  welfare,  yet 
that  they  mirtt  do  any  thing  whatever  which  could  be 
Mconpliahca  tbrougfa  the  approprialioo  of  money.  It 
was  in  answer  to  Oat  doctrine  that  Mr.  Madison,  m  the 
able  report  from  which  extracts  have  been  read,  under- 
took to  show  that  the  money  power  of  Congress  was  it< 
aelf  subject  to  all  the  limitations  of  tbe  conititutioni  that 
It  was  intrusted  with  Congreu  only  as  a  means  of  carry- 
ing into  .elTect  the  specific  powers  enumerated  in  that 
inatrument]  and  this  has  ever  since  been  hetd  to  be  the 
true,  orthodox,  republican  doctrine.  To  that  doctrine 
I  give  my  full  and  unreserved  aasent. 

But,  while  I  do  this,  I  say  that  it  has  no  application 
beret  and  I  admit  that,  if  this  spproprialion  cannot  be 
•ustained  by  showing  that  it  has  a  proper  relation  to  (he 
delegated  power  of  Congress,  it  cannot  be  justified. 
Kone  can  justly  defend  it  on  tbe  ground  that  tbe  money 
power  Is  wider  in  extent  than  the  other  powers.  No. 
We  must  be  held,  in  every  ease,  to  the  specific  trusts  of 
tbe  Conititutioni  but  then  it  is  not  necessary  that  there 
ahall  In  every  case  be  a  verbal  grant  of  the  power.  I 
think  tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  CaiTTusxs] 
hi^  anawered  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He 
iBguireda  if  we  are  to  look  for  a  apeeific  power  granted 


in.  words  for  eadi  particular  appncation  of  money,  where 
was  the  authority  for  the  erection  of  these  gorgeous  and 
magnificent  columns,  and  for  decorating  (be  wslls  of  tbis 
chamber  with  that  innage  of  the  Father  of  his  Country? 
The  argument  was,  in  my  opinion,  appropriate  and  con- 
clurive.  But  it  might  be  carried  still  further.  I  think 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  whilst  he  goes  for  a 
strict  construction  of  the  conatttution,  is  in  this  esse  over- 
Btrict  If  his  notion  of  limited  powers  be  correct,  where 
ia  our  authority,  not  for  constructing  so  nu^ificent  a 
bulldiiv  as  this,  but  for  erecting  any  building  at  dl, 
even  in  tbe  plainest  style  of  Doric  simplicity^  Where  is 
our  grant  of^ ^ower  to  erect  a  mansion  for  the  Executive, 
or  public  buildings  to  contain  (he  national  archives' 
There  is  evidently  none.  We  must  resort  in  all  these 
esses  to  another  clause,  which  declares  that  Congress 
shall  have  power  "to  make  all  laws  which  ^1  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  (he  fore- 
going powers,  and  all  other  powera  vested  by  thia  con- 
stitution in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
any  department  or  officer  thereof."  Our  power  to  ap- 
propriate money  for  tbe  erection  of  Ibis  Capitol,  or  of 
the  Preiident's  house,  does  not  lie  in  the  fact  that  such 
an  appropriation  is  abaoluteljr  necessary,  for  it  is  not  ah- 
solutely  nrceassry.  The  Prendent  might  reside,  as  many 
of  the  Chief  Magistrates  of  the  SUtea  do  reatde.  in  a  pri- 
vate manrion,  provided  at  bis  own  expriuet  and  Con- 
grem  might  hire  some  apartment,  without  expending 
money  in  tbe  erection  of  a  house  for  its  own  exclusive 
oeeupaneyi  and,  according  to  tbe  doctrine  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  u  there  is  no  speciGe  grant  here, 
there  can  he  no  constitutional  authority  for  such  an  ap- 
plication of  the  public  money.  But,  though  not  indis- 
pensably neceasary,  it  may,  nevertheless  be  fit  and  prop- 
er, and  may  be  covered  by  the  limited  diacretkmary  pow- 
er to  make  laws  to  carry  into  effect  those  powera  which 
are  specificsUy  enumerated.  A  constrbclion  ao  strict  as 
that  pleaded  for  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  on 
the  present  occasion,  would  strip  (he  Congress  of  its  sal- 
utary powers  would  disarm  it,  and  render  it  utterly  uae- 
less  for  all  practical  purpoaea.  There  must  be  ajust 
discretion. 

But  let  me  can  the  attention  of  that  Senator  to  tiie  re- 
port  of  Mr.  Madison.  I  have  not  kKtked  over  it  for  two 
or  three  years,  but  my  n^nd  was  ao  carl^  and  ao  deeply 
imbued  with  its  principles,  I  looked  to  it  with  so  much 
pride  and  confidence,  as  containing  the  political  creed 
of  roy  State,  that  I  do  not  think  1  can  err  in  uying  that 
the  test  of  any  appropriaticm,  as  laid  down  by  that  great 
man,  is,  not  that  it  shall  be  absolutely  indispensable,  but 
that  it  roust  bear  •*  a  direct  and  appropriate  relation"  to 
some  of  the  powera  ipecifioally  granted.  By  that  test  I 
am  willing  to  abidet  and  1  will  vote  for  this  appropriation, 
not  on  the  broad  prindple  that  it  promotea  the  general 
welfare,  but  qn  the  ground  that,  on  a  fair  common-sense 
and  practicaMnterpretation  of  the  constitution,  it  has  a 
direct  and  appropriate  relation  to  powers  specifically 
granted.  Now,  to  apply  (his  principle:  I  ask,  ia  there 
any  Government  which  has  not  power  to  preserve,  and, 
if  it  pleases,  tu  publish  the  acts  and  records  of  its  own 
official  histoiy  F  The  other  Senator  from  South  Candina 
[Mr.  PasiTos]  put  this  matter,  as  I  think,  upim  the  true 
ground — on  ground  solid  and  impregnable.  These  de- 
bates of  the  convention  are  in  the  nature  of  public  ar- 
chives. Tbey  are  the  records  and  muniments  of  our.na- 
tional  history,  and  it  Is  only  In  that  view  that  1  am  in  fa- 
vor of  purchasing  themi  and  I  contend  that  this  appro- 
priation stands  on  far  narrower  grounds  Hian  (hoae  we 
are  continually  passing  for  the  increaae  of  our  miscella- 
neous library,  or  than  that  by  which  we  erected  thia  Cap- 
itol or  the  maiwon  of  tbe  Chief  Magialratc.  R  ia  di- 
rected to  the  pmervaiion  of  tbe  monuments  of  oar  cre- 
ation and  organised  existence  as  a  natien  and  %  Gorem- 


Digitized  by 


869 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


870 


P*B.  30^  laSr.J  PapevB  of  JIfr,  Madiion.  [Smati. 


mcDt,  and  to  their  pubUeaticm  in  order  to  thtt  pretem- 
tion.  X^t  nw  call  the  attenUon  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor to  what  has  been  repeatedly  done,  and  tui  never 
Iwen  objected  to.  When  it  was  deemed  prefer  to  re* 
publiah  the  Joarnala  of  the  old  confederation,  was  that 
measure  opposed  on  constitutional  grounds?  But  why 
were  those  journals  published  7  They  were  not  tbe  acta 
of  an  extaling  Congress,  but  of  a  pre-existing  and  differ* 
cnt  body.  But  still  tbey  were  most  precious  and  impor- 
tant, as  eonatituting  an  integral  part  of  our  national  his- 
tory and  eziaienoe.  Tbe  nme  reaaarka  will  apply  to  (he 
leeret  Joum^  of  tbe  cobTcnticm,  md  to  the  diplomatic 
correapoBdenee  of  tbe  confederation.  Where  was  our 
specifio  constitutional  authoT{(y  for  that  publication.^ 
Yet  we  authorized  all  theae  things,  by  the  necessary  ap- 
propriation of  money  fur  the  purpose.  And  I  now  ask, 
on  what  ground  the  publication  of  tbe  journal  of  tbe 
proceedings  of  the  convention  can  be  praclkallj  distin- 
guished from  the  debates  of  tiiat  nme  convention.  May 
we  pubUiii  tbe  mere  naked  detail  of  tbe  acta  of  the  con- 
vention, snd  shall  we  be  debarred  fVom  purchasing  and 

Eublishing  a  full  and  anthentic  repiHl  of  its  debates,  ta- 
en  by  a  member  so  distinguished,  who  devoied  himself 
with  soul  and  body  to  the  object,  and  who,  in  order  to 
accomplish  i^  imposed  upon  himself  self-denial,  tbe  re- 
gimen of  an  aneboritr,  while  be  was  enga|^  in  the  la- 
bor f 

Tbe  journal  is  important,  1  admit,  but  tbe  debates  are 
more  impwunt.  The  journal  is  a  mere  skeleton,  a  rec- 
ord of  yeas  and  naya^  and  of  resolutions  agreed  upon  or 
rejectedi  a  maze  without  a  plan.  It  is  Ibis  report  of  de- 
bales  which  gives  us  a  clew  to  the  labyrinth— which 
clothes  the  skeleton  with  flesh,  and  life,  and  substance. 
It  is  this  which  sheds  light  upon  the  acts  tbemselves,  and 
infonna  us  of  the  grounds  and  principles  on  which  (bey 
were  adopted,  "nien  there  u  another  point  in  which 
this  report  has  more  nearly  tbe  character  oF  (he  journal 
itself.  It  is  well  known  that  tbe  official  journal  of  the 
convention  was  a  very  imperfect  record,  and  that  there 
were  in  it  chasms  which  had  to  be  filled  up  by  a-  resort 
to  this  very  work,  parts  of  which  are  ac(uslly  incorpo- 
rated into  It,  and  have  been  printed  with  it.  Let  me 
prove  this  by  reading  to  the  Senate  a  short  paasage  from 
the  inirodoction  to  that  journal,  written  by  Mr.  Adams, 
the  Secretary  of  Slate,  under  whose  soperiniendence  the 
Journal  of  (he  Convention  wsa  prepared  for  publication. 

[tlercHr.  R.  read  several  ntraets  from  that  work.] 

In  wliatever  aspect,  then,  we  regard  these  manuscripta, 
whether  aa  general  muniments  of  our  official  and  gov- 
ernmental history,  or  as  a  detailed  account  of  the  delib- 
erations of  that  iiluttrioua  body  which  formed  our  con- 
alitution,  they  are  of  far  higher  importance  than  the  mere 
naked  journal  itself,  as  Stowing  in  a  most  interesting 
manner  tbe  successive  phases  which  the  constitution  ae- 
sumed,  and  aa  affording  us  important  light  towards  its 
practical  construction  at  the  present  time. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Ur.  Nilis] 
appears  to  me  to  have  misconceived  tbe  nature  and  scope 
of  this  resolution.  With  that  astuteness  wbicli  be  well 
knows  how  to  exhibit  wtien  there  is  occasion  for  it,  he 
has  brought  forward  ■  conslttutional  objection  on  this 
occasion  which  is  not  quite  in  harmony  wilh  that  vigor- 
ous common  sense  which  distinguiBhes  him  In  so  peculiar 
and  eminent  a  degree.  Re  argues  that,  though  it  might 
be  very  conitilutional  to  purchase  this  work,  if  it  were 
printed,  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  constitution  to 
purchase  the  manuscript  with  a  view  to  publication.  But 
my  honorable  friend  is  running  ahead  of  the  resolution 
in  point  of  fact.  It  aays  nothing  about  publication!  that 
is  altogether  a  distinct  and  subsequent  question,  in  re- 
gard to  which  there  may  be  a  diversity  of  opinion.  If 
he  Uiinks  that  this  purchase  will  be  mide  constitutional 
by  deporting  tlie  mamiscript  in  one  of  tbe  vaults  of  ttie 


Capitol,  or  by  placing  it  in  some  of  tbe  recesses  of  the 
library,  where  it  shall  be  viewed  only  by  those  who  en- 
joy a  particular  privilege  to  examine  it,  why,  it  can  so 
be  donet  but  tbe  resolution  itself  does  not  contain  a  sin- 
gle word  beyond  tbe  naked  purchase  of  the  manuscript. 
1  have  indeed  no  doubt  ttutt  a  majority  of  the  body 
would  be  in  favor  of  the  publication-  But  there  is 
nothing  of  that  in  tbe  resolution.  There  may  be  impor- 
tant reasons  why  Congress  should  wish  to  possess  the 
original  veritable  record  of  these  proceedings,  in  the  au- 
tograph of  one  so  intimately  acquainted  with  them,  and 
■0  closely  connected  with  all  that  relates  to  tlte  ctmatitu* 
tion  as  wu  Hr.  Madison. 

It  is  often  important  not  only  that  we  have  the  worda 
but  the  punctuation  even  of  some  of  those  resolutions) 
for  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  knows  very  well  that 
grave  constitutional  questions  have  turned  upon  the 
punctuation  of  SMne  of  the  articles  of  that  instrument.  A 
change  in  a  word  may  change  tbe  whole  character  of  a 
work,  and  hence  it  is  importuit  that  tbe  original  manu- 
script should  be  deposited  in  our  archives.  That  is  the 
object  of  the  resolution.  It  was  drawn  up  with  carei 
and  with  express  reference  to  this  point.  The  object  is 
that  we  may  have  these  manuscripts  to  appeal  to  as  a 
genuine  and  authentic  record,  and  an  authority  verified 
by  the  highest  sanctions. 

In  addition  to  tbe  appropriations  which  I  have  already 
mentioned,  there  wu,  a  year  or  two  ago,  an  appropria- 
tion made  without  objection,  so  br  as  lam  infiormea,  <^ 
925,000,  for  tbe  purchase  of  the  Washington  manuscript^ 
papers  without  any  particular  official  utility,  since  the 
most  important  of  them  were  already  in  tbe  bands  of  an 
eminent  literary  gentleman,  and  in  a  course  of  publica- 
tion. If  that  application  of  tbe  public  money  could  be 
justified,  surely  thla  cannot  be  objected  to. 

The  Senator  from  Sontb  Carolina  thought  it  fit  lo  ex- 
press his  profound  regret  that  Hr.  Madison  had  not 
made  a  different  disposition  of  theae  manuscrtptst  that  be 
had  not  bequeathed  them  to  the  nation.  That  is  deli- 
cate ground,  and  one  on  which  I  riiall  not  presume  (o 
tread.  It  does  not,  in  my  apprehension,  belong  to  this 
forum.  It  is  one  of  those  questions  which  every  man 
must  settle  for  himself  in  tbe  tribunal  of  bis  own  mwom. 
Tbe  Senator,  I  am  very  sure,  does  not  and  cannot  doubt 
that  Mr.  Madison  was  actuated  by  motives  alone  ot  tbe 
purest  pstriotism  and  benevolence.  He  could  not  doubt 
that  these  debates  would  eventually  be  given  to  tbe  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  There  is  that  in  his  will  which 
contains  the  proof  thai  when  he  was  recording  the  deeds 
and  nyings  of  (hat  assembly  of  demi-gods  (I  bad  idroost 
called  them.)  he  looked  to  tbe  benefit  of  bis  oountry 
and  of  mankind. 

Aa  to  the  bequests  charged  bjr  Mr.  Madison  on  tbe 
proceeds  of  these  manuscripts,  tbey  were  of  a  ebameteF 
to  consecrate  tbem  to  the  interests  of  patriotism  and  be- 
nevolence. l*here  were  among  tbem  legacies  to  impor- 
tant literary  Institutions:  one  to  the  University  of  Vir^n- 
ik,  of  which  he  was  tbe  rector;  another  to  the  College 
of  New  Jersey,  of  which  be  waa  an  alumnuS]  and  another 
to  a  coll«Fe  in  Pennsylvaniai  as  well  as  s«ne  for  the  ed- 
ucation of  individuals  nearly  connected  with  bim  by  the 
ties  of  blood  and  affection.  These  proviiions  of  a  warm 
and  practical  benevolence  are  an  honor  to  his  hear^ 
and  more  indelible  to  bis  memory,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment, than  would  have  been  an  ostentatious  gift  of  bis 
debates  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  though 
they  were  objects  of  his  charily.  The  nation,  as  tbe 
matter  standii,  are,  in  fact,  his  legataries.  He  has  be- 
queathed to  them  tbe  conatilution,  of  which  be  waa  tbe 
cliief  founder  and  framer,  and  the  enduring  fruits  of  all 
his  public  toils  and  patriotic  labors.  Modest  as  was  his 
great  mind,  and  devoted  to  tbe  laat  to  the  good  trf*  his 
country,  be  could  not  feel  as  if  he-vere  under  obligation 
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to  (fire  !o  hiB  countrymen  furlbcr  proofa  of  his  desire  for 
their  wcirirr. 

I  rcfjret  lliat  there  should  on  this  occasion  have  been 
■ny  comment  here  upon  the  private  actions  of  ihe  dead. 
Surely  the  teslamentary  arran|rements  of  a  man  are,  if 
«ny  thing  can  be,  matters  which  pertain  exclusively,  and 
in  a  sacred  manner,  to  his  own  bosom.  The  personal 
bequests  nfsuch  k  man  as  Mr.  Hadi^on  are  not  subjects 
for  llie  jurisdiction  or  revision  of  the  Sentle.  The  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  has  also  BB.id  tliat  this  proposi- 
tion would  never  have  been  here,  had  the  offer  made  lo 
Mrs.  Madison  by  the  booksellers  been  sufficient  to  cover 
the  legacies  charged  upon  these  manuscripts  by  her  hus- 
band. Sir,  1  have  been  honored  by  some  personal  rela- 
tions with  Mrs.  Madiaont  and  1  happen  to  know,  that 
while  that  lady  was  prosecuting  her  arrangements  fur  the 

Eublieation  uf  these  papers,  the  wigeestion  was  made  to 
er,  from  sources  entitled  to  her  liiG^hcst  respect,  that 
the  most  proper  disposition  that  coutjbe  made  of  them, 
the  destination  most  becoming  her,  as  veil  as  the  char- 
acter of  her  venerated  husband,  would  be  to  place  ihem 
under  the  control  of  CongreGS.  And  could  any  thing  be 
more  proper?  These  precious  manuscripts,  more  pre- 
eiouB  ^r  than  the  books  of  the  Sybils,  are  the  authentic 
depository,  and  the  only  one  in  existence,  of  the  deliber- 
ations of  those  glorious  minds  vhich  gave  birth  to  our 
constitution.  Surel}'  there  is  an  obvious  and  peculiar 
propriety  in  offering  them  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

And,  then,  lo  their  utility  to  the  country.  Should 
the  publication  be  made  as  a  private  concern  by  the 
book  trade,  there  would  be- a  less  perfect  guarantee  that 
they  were  pmented  in  a  full,  correct,  and  authentic 
form.  But  plaee  the  manaacript  itself  in  the  archives 
of  the  Government,  and  all  will  hare  been  done  which 
could  be  done  to  insure  the  preservation  of  the  original, 
and  the  accuracy  and  fidelity  the  copies. 

Let  me  in  conclusion  say,  and  1  regret  that  the  remark 
is  called  for  by  the  allusions  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Candina,  that  the  amiable  and  diitin^iahed  lady  who  ta 
the  proprietor  of  this  manuscript  is  here  as  no  petitioner 
for  charity.  She  has  done  what  it  became  her  to  do  as 
the  relict  of  tliat  great  man  whose  papers  were  bequeath- 
ed to  her  to  enshrine  and  imbody  among  the  treasures 
of  our  country  an  authentic  record  of  those  solemn  de- 
bates which  issued  in  the  formation  of  our  happy  and 
glorious  form  of  govemtnent. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  explained.  He  had  cast  no  censure 
on  the  legaeiea  of  Mr.  Madison.  On  the  contrary,  he 
considered  them  as  all  very  proper,  and  he  must  be  al- 
lowed to  say  that  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  na- 
ture and  tone  of  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia. That  which  had  called  forth  the  expression  of 
bis  regret  had  been  simply  this:  that  the  legacies  charged 
on  the  avails  of  these  manuscripts  should  have  had  the 
effect  of  bringing  this  application  before  Congress. 
What  he  had  said  was,  that  if  an  arrangement  could  have 
been  made  with  the  booksellers  that  would  have  covered 
those  legacies  this  application  never  would  have  ht'en 
made;  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  language  of  the  will 
to  show  the  contrary.  Mr.  C,  after  a  brief  recapitula- 
tion of  the  ground  he  had  taken,  concluded  by  observing 
that  not  one  of  the  cases  quoted  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  availed  in  the  least  against  the  constitutional  ob- 
jeclinn  he  bad  advanced)  nor  had  he  said  any  thing 
which  any  friend  of  Mrs.  Hadiaon  had  the  least  right  to 
lake  exception  to. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  it  had  been  liia  intention  to  offer 
some  rem4rks  on  this  resolution  t  but  so  much  lime  had 
already  been  occupied,  and  that  remaining  to  the  Senate 
was  ad  precious,  that  he  should  content  himself  with 
merelysaying  that  he  abuuld  vote  for  the  resolution  with 
the  greatest  readiness  and  pleasure}  that  it  involved  no 


violation  whatever  of  the  constitutional  authority  of  Con- 
gress while  it  fulfilled  at  the  same  time  a  sacred  duty  lo 
the  country,  to  the  Congress  itself,  and  to  the  meoHHy 
of  a  man  the  most  distinguished,  with  a  single  exception, 
of  the  patriots  of  the  Revolution. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolutim  waatben 
decided  by  tbe  following  vote; 

Ybas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Ba< 
chanan.  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Pulton, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn,  Lyon,  McKean,  Mou- 
ton,  Norvelt,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Robin- 
son, Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Wall,  Webster,  White,  Wright— 32. 

NiTS—Hessrs.  Cdhoun,  Davis,  Hubbard,  King  of  ' 
Alabama,  Knight,  Moore,  Morris  Nicholas  Niles  PHI»'t 
Prentiss  RagglM,  Swifi,  Tipton — 14. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  sent  to  tlie  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  pursuinl  to  notice  given  on  Saturday, 
mored  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  B  AY  ARU  pressed  for  the  resumption  of  the  Choc- 
taw land  bill,  as  the  unfinished  busineas. 

Tbe  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  WnisHT's  motion,  it 
was  negatived:    Ayes  13,  noes  not  counted. 

CrfOCTAW  LAND  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  confirming  certain  contingent  locations  of  land  in  the 
StHleof  Mississippi,  &.c. — 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Black's  amendment,  to 
strike  out  certain  sections  of  the  bill,  and  substitute  others 
therefor. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  WHITE,  which  he  con- 
cluded by  reading  an  amendment  he  intended  to  move 
as  a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill, 

Mr.  BLACK  consented  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WHITE  thereupon  moved  his  substitute  for  the 
whole  bill,  which  proposes  a  board  uf  commissioners  to 
examine  the  claim  of  each  Choctaw  Indian,  and  otake  a 
particular  report  oS  all  the  facta  to  Congress  at  its  next 
session. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  an  amendment  to  it,  which, 
after  a  desuhory  conversiltion,  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Whitr's  substitute  was  thereupon  agreed  to,  the 
blanks  filled  with  $J,000  as  salary  for  each  commissioner, 
$3,000  for  the  district  attorney,  |1,500  for  a  clerk,  and 
tlie  bill  limited  to  the  1st  of  March,  1838. 

It  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  tlurd  reading. 

After  taking  up  and  disposing  of  several  other  bilk, 

The  Senate  went  into  executive  buuoess  and  after- 
wards adjourned. 

Tdksbat,  Februabt  21. 
Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  FaAHRLtir  Pisbce,  electetl  United  States  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  for  six  years  from  UieSd  of  March 
next. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  TARIFF, 
After  transacting  the  usual  morning  business 
Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  take  up  tbe  bill  reducing 
duties  on  certain  imported  articles. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  before  voting  on  tliis  motion,  be  wished 
to  inquire  uf  the  Senator  whether  it  was  intended  that 
the  bill  should  pass  in  its  present  sitape,  or  that  protect- 
ed articles  should  be  s'ricken  from  it.  He  believed  the 
Senate  generally  would  agree  to  a  reduction  of  the  duties 
on  all  except  protected  articles. 

Mr.  WHIGlITsaid  it  was  impossible  to  answer  this 
question.  He  merely  wished  the  Senate  to  take  up  the 
bill,  and  act  upon  it  aa  they  should  think  proper.  He 
bad  no  instnictions  from  the  committee,  and  he  wu  not 
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prepared  himself  to  more  to  itrike  out  any  part  of 
the  bill. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  Mid  he  beliered  there  would  be  no 
dispute  nboiit  (he  reduction  on  a  Urffe  proportion  of  the 
articles;  ihe  others  would  be  indicated  by  the  discussion 
on  the  bill. 

Mr.  WALK  BR  said  he  sliould  rote  apiinst  thrmotion 
to  take  up  the  bill,  because  he  hoped  the  Senate  would 
take  up  to^ay  the  subject  of  recognising  the  independ- 
eoee  of  Texas. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  preferred  to  try  first  the  question  on 
Mr.  WBionT'smolioni  and,  if  that^ould  fail,  the  ques- 
tion on  Texas  might  then  be  tried. 

Ur.  WRIGHT  s:iid  if  the  subject  was  doubtful  in  the 
minds  of  a  majority  of  the  Sen&te,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
worry  the  body.  He  would  ref^nl  the  refusal  to  take 
up  Ihe  bill  now  as  amounting  to  a  refusal  to  act  upon  it 
at  the  present  session.  He  would,  therefore,  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  theqnesliont  which  ware  ordered. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  should  certainly  vote  for  taking  up 
the  bill  now,  after  whit  Hr.  W.  had  said,  because  a  bill 
passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  for  reducing  the  du- 
ties on  all  the  articles  enumerated  in  this  bill,  with  three 
or  four  exceptions.  He  wished,  moreover,  to  know 
what  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  W.  and  other  Senators  on 
thtsMibject,  and  to  ascertain  whethefThey  really  intend- 
ed to  preserve  the  general  pidicy  of  the  compromise. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  be  considered  it  as  very  impor- 
tant that  (he  bill  should  be  taken  up.  He  deemed  it  the 
indispensable  duly  of  Congress  to  reduce  the  tariff  so 
far  as  it  could  be  done  without  interfering  with  protect-' 
ed  articles. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  also,  urged  lite  importance  of  taking 
up  the  bill  now,  and  hastening  its  progress. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia had  instructed  htm  and  his  colleague  on  this  Kubjectt 
and  although  the  instructions  bad  not  yet  arrived,  he 
knew  this  morning  that  they  had  passed,  and  that  they 
inslrpctrd  them  to  vole  against  any  reduction  of  the  {«• 
ritr  a's  it  was  established  in  March,  1833,  on  the  princi- 
ple that  to  touch  this  subject  at  all  might  endanger  their 
interests.  Mr.  B.  confessed,  though  he  held  Ihe  opin- 
ions of  the  Lrgislaliire  in  high  reapect,  that,  had  it  not 
been  for  these  instructions,  he  should  have  voted  to  lake 
off  the  duliea  entirely,  so  (kr  as  it  would  not  interfere  with 
protection,  and  would  not  violate  the  compromise  act; 
and  he  would  have  done  it  on  the  principle  of  throwing 
useless  lumber  overboard,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the 
valuable  part  of  the  cargo.  But  he  now  felt  bound  to 
act  according  to  his  instructions,  and  would  certainly 
bow  to  them  with  ihe  utmost  deference  and  respect. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  hardly  thought  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  had  gone  so  far  aa  the  Senator  supposed. 
The  compromise  act  had  expressly  provided  that,  if  there 
should  be  any  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  it  should  be 
made  up  by  increasing  the  duty  on  articles  below  30  per 
cent.)  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  there  should  be  sn  ex- 
cess of  revenue,  it  should  be  remedied  by  a  reduction  on 
articlas  below  20  per  cent,  i  so  that,  with  the  exception 
of  three  or  four  articica,  this  bill  was  in  entire  accord- 
ance with  the  compromise  act.  And,  so  far  from  injur- 
ing the  manufacturing  interest,  Mr.  C.  believed  It  would 
be  beneficial  to  it.  They  therefore  ought  not  to  hesi- 
tate to  take  up  the  bill,  and  pass  those  parts  of  it  which 
would  not  inlerfere  with  protection. 

Hr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  was  very  much  indebted  to 
the  gentleman  for  his  commentary  on  Mr.  B's  instruc- 
tionst  but,  under  his  favor,  he  wunltt  construe  them 
for  himself.  [Hr.  B.  here  read  the  Instructions,  which 
were  clear,  explicit,  and  imperative.] 

The  question  on  taking  up  ihe  bill  was  now  tried,  and 
carried  in  the  affirmatve,  as  follows: 

TiAS—Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Browne  Cal- 


houn, Clay,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Kniglit,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Morcia, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiu,  Preston, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Southard,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster.  Wright— 38- 

Natb — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Kent,  HcKean,  Robbing 
Sevier,  Spence,  Tipton— 7. 

Hr.  WRIGHT  laid  before  (he  Senate  a  letter  from 
Etlicott  &  Co.,  on  the  subject  of  the  manufacture  of 
chemicsls,  the  small  amount  of  duty  that  would  be  re- 
duced, and  the  great  Injury  inflicted  on  our  own  estab- 
lishments, by  making  free  of  duty  the  articles  of  aqua- 
fortis, muriatic  acid,  bichromate  of  potaah,  cbromate  of 
potash,  prussiate  of  potash,  tartaric  acid,  Prussian  blue, 
calomel,  sulphate  of  nugnesia,  aulpliate  of  quinine,  Ko- 
chelle  salts,  and  tartar  emetic 

Hr.  WKBSTEit,  after  a  few  brief  remarks  on  the  im- 
propriety of  taking  off  the  duty  on  these  articles  without 
furilier  information,  moved,to  strike  them  out  of  the  bill. 

[The  bill  proposes  to  admit  them  free  of  duty.] 

Mr.  SEVIER  wished  to  except  the  articles  of  calomel, 
quinine,  and  aalts,  as  being  the  only  ones  in  which  his 
constituents  bad  an  tnteresti  they  tooklarge  quantitieiof 
them. 

After  a  short  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  iENIGHT, 
KENT,  UAVIS,  LINN,  CLAY,  BUCHANAN,  SEVIER, 
and  CALHOUN,  took  part,  the  question  was  put  on 
striking  out  the  residue  of  these  article*,  with  the  exeep' 
tion  of  calomel,  salts,  and  quinine,  and  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  put  separately  on  striking  out 
tbeae,  (i.  e.  retaining  the  present  duly  upon  them,)  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows; 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Kent,  Knight,  McKean, 
Norvell,  Prentiss,  Rubbins,  Swithard,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster— 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clayton, 
Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Parker, 
Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange* 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wright— 34. 

So  they  were  retained  in  the  bill  as  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  DAVIS  moved  to  strike  out  the  article  of 
worsted  yarn,  so  as  thereby  to  retain  the  present  pro- 
tecting duty  oil  that  article.  He  alated  that  the  pres- 
ent duly  fixed  by  law  was  twenty  per  cent.,  and  Ite 
bad  lellera  in  his  posuasion  to  prove  that  there  were 
large  manufacturing  eslablishmentq,  in  which  great 
amounts  of  capital  had  been  embarked  in  the  making  of 
worsted  yarn.  An  important  discovery  in  tite  manner  of 
combing  woo)  had  enabled  thia  branch  oF  manufactures 
to  flouristi  under  ibe  protecting  duly  of  twenty  percent. 
Large  investments  had,  in  consequence,  been  made,  in 
the  expectation  that  that  protection  would  not  be  wilh- 
drawD.  The  article  produced  was  used  principally  for 
the  warp  in  carpeting.  The  individtiala  concerned  repre- 
sented that,  if  the  present  duly  should  remain  undis- 
turbed till  the  year  1843,  they  should  after  that  be  en- 
abled to  maintain  their  ground  under  the  general  re- 
duction then  proposed.  Mr.  D,  said  that  this  was  an  in- 
terest  of  somt  importunce  lo  the  country,  and  one  which 
he  considered  as  entitled  to  protection.  If  the  duly 
under  which  it  bad  grown  up  should  now  at  once  be 
taken  ufli  he  feared  that  it  would  suffer  great  injury,  if 
noi  entire  destruction.  He  did  not  know  that  even  under 
tlie  prutectiun  it  had  enjtqrcd  it  would  have  been  able  to 
realize  any  profit,  or  even  to  maintain  its  ground  at  all, 
had  it  not  been  fur  a  great  improvement  which  had  re- 
cently been  discovered  in  the  process  of  wool  combing. 

Mr.  D.  sent  to  the  Secretary's  table  o.-ie  of  the  letters 
which  he  had  received  on  this  subject,  and  whicli  iVaa  ac- 
cordingly read  to  the  Senate. 
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Ifr.  CITTHBERT  wiihed  to  uk  one  quett'ion,  vaA  it 
wu  thn :  WIS  it  the  deii^  of  genilemeQ  to  punue  the 
protective  tystem  ta  it  now  itood,  or  to  pUce  new  arti- 
cles under  proteetionf  A  short  time  sgo,  (his  srticle  oT 
worsted  yarn  was  not  among  the  protected  articles  at  alii 
but  it  having  been  asserted  that  the  article  could  be  made 
in  this  country*  Ihia  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  had  been 
impoied  as  a  protection.  He  desired  to  know  what  wu 
the  construction  which  Senators  allaehed  to  the  com- 
promise act.  Wasthe  construction  this:  that  wbeneTcr 
an  article,  which  bad  been  among  those  protected,  could 
be  made  here,  it  was  to  be  protected  as  oF  course'  Was 
this  the  manner  in  which  the  tariff  was  to  be  reduced? 
In  thts  case,  the  production  of  a  single  letter  from 
an  individual  interested  in  this  manuricture  seemed 
to  be  thought  sufficient  to  produce  the  imprrssion 
that  its  protection  ought  to  oe  continued.  If  this 
course  was  to  be  sanctioned,  the  protective  system 
would  not  only  continue  in  all  the  strength  it  now 
posKBsed,  but  would  even  be  extended.  It  was  only 
to  bring  forward  a  single  letter,  to  show  that  an  ar- 
ticle could  be  made  in  this  country,  and  it  was  to  be 
protected  of  course.  As  to  this  particular  article  of 
worsted  yam.  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maimchusetls 
[Mr.  Davis]  was  no  doubt  much  belter  acquainted  with 
it  than  Mr.  C.  There  was  one  point  on  which  be  wish- 
ed to  be  inlbrmed:  were  all  articles  manufactured  from 
worsted  ysm  at  present  imported  free  of  duty? 

Mr.  DAVIS  replied  that  a  part  were,  but  not  all. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  tben  observed  that,  if  Congress  pro* 
teeted  worsted  yam,  it  would  of  course  protect  artiBlea 
made  from  worsted  yarn. 

Mr,  PRESTON  inquired  of  the  cbairroan  of  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Flnaike^  wliat  waa  the  present  duty  on  worst- 
ed yarnf 

Mr.  WRIGHT  replied  that  the  duty  now  fixed  by  law 
WBs  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The  amount  imported 
came  to  |361,626,  on  which  the  duty  paid  waa  f53,335, 
Mr.  W.  added  that  it  had  been  the  understanding  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  that  worsted  stufF  goods  of  all 
torts  were  free  of  duty,  and  they  saw  no  sufficient  rea- 
Bon  why  worsted  ^rn  should  pay  a  duty,  while  goods 
manubetnred  from  it  paid  nonei  and  hence  (the  genera) 
objeet  being  to  reduce  the  revenue)  the  committee  bad 
inserted  worsted  yam  among  'the  artielea  which  it  waa 
proposed  to  make  free. 

Mr.  PRESTON  was  opposed  to  reducing  the  duties 
on  an^  article  included  witbin  the  provisions  of  the  com- 
promise. If  ctrcumstancea  rendered  a  reduction  of  the 
revpnue  indiapenaable,  it  should  be  made  on  articles  not 
comprehended  in  that  arrangement.  He  was  opposed 
to  any  departure  from  this  principle  in  the  prcEent  bill. 
I>t  the  enumerated  articles  be  protected  aa  in  the  com- 
promise act.  In  that  he  should' fully  acquiesce;  but 
when  the  duty  was  less  than  SO  per  cent,  he  could  not 
agree  to  it;  and  if  a  new  enumeration  of  protected  arti- 
clea  was  to  be  made, 'he  ahould  be  utterly  opposed  to  it. 
He  should  vote  against  striking  out  this  article  from  the 
bill.  Let  the  committee  do  what  they  would,  the  reduc* 
tion  would  be  scarce  sufficient  to  bring  down  the  reve- 
nue to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  But  as  this  arti- 
cle paid  a  duty  of  50,000  dollsri,  making  it  free  will 
produce  a  conwderable  reduction. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that  the  general  object  sought  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  in  reporting  this  bill,  was  to 
reduce  the  revenue  at  far  as  possible  in  conformity  with 
the  principles  of  the  compromise.  I'be  fourth  section 
of  the  compromise  bill  enumctated  certain  articles  which 
were  to  be  free  of  duty;  in  addition  to  those  included  in 
the  tariff  law;  among  which  were  bleached  and  un- 
bleached linen,  worsted  stuff  goods,  and  manufactures 
of  silk  and  wonted.  Mr.  W.  had  been  under  the  im- 
pression that  this  clause  made  free  ail  goods  in  which 


worsted  composed  the  greater  part.  He  was  told  that 
the  present  article  of  worsted  yarn  was  chiefly  emplt^- 
ed  in  the  manufacture  of  carpels;  that  the  construction 
at  the  cuatom-bouse  had  been  that  it  was  not  included 
among  the  free  articles.  Ur.  W.  waa  unacquainted  with 
the  details  of  the  subject,  and  had  no  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  matter.  It  appeared  to  him,  however,  that, 
notwithstanding  there  might  exiat  a  pretty  itrong  claim 
on  the  part  of  a  single  raanuftcture,  the  article  ought  not 
to  be  stricken  out,  but  should  be  free  from  duty,  Kke 
the  goods  made  from  iL 

Mr.  DAVIS  aatd  he  had  but  little  to  add.  He  was 
aware  that  worsted  stuff  goods  were  free  of  duty,  but 
there  had  a  class  of  tbem  been  introduced  which  were 
composed  in  part  of  worsted  and  in  part  of  wool,  wbldl 
were  not  free,  but  paid  a  duly.  The  chief  object  for 
which  tbta  wonted  yarn  was  manuhetured  was  the  warp 
in  the  manufacture  of  carpets.  The  carpet  manufiwtnre 
had  long  been  established  in  thia  country,  and  it  prevail- 
ed exlenaively  in  several  of  the  States.  Congress,  for 
its  protection,  hsd  imposed  a  heavy  square-yard  duty. 
Worsted  yarn  paid  a  duty  of  30  per  cent  and  be  did  not 
know  why  it  was  not  as  fair  an  object  of  protection  as  if 
it  pud  40.  He  eould  not  see  that  H  waa  a  good  reason 
for  overthrowing  a  particukr  branch  of  ma  mi  Pictures, 
that  the  duty  upon  tt  waa  but  small.  He  admitted  that 
this  manufacture  had  been  lately  prosecuted  with  new 
vigori  but  neither  could  he  perceive  that  this  wu  a  rea< 
son  why  it  should  be  no  longer  protected.  He  was  not 
for  introducing  a  new  set  of  protected  articleai  but  if  the 
"Senate  should  thiitk  that,  in  consistency  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  compromise,  ihnr  eould  retain  the  exiat* 
ing  duty  on  thb  manufacture  of^ worated  yarn,  be  aboukt 
be  happy. 

Mr.  GRUNDT  observed  that  this  matter  had  been 
treated  by  some  gentlemen  as  eomparathrely  unimpor- 
tantt  but  to  him,  in  the  attitude  in  which  he  stood,  it  waa 
a  matter  of  great  import.  He  had  voted  for  the  com- 
promise act,  and  had  personally  contributed  to  its  pas- 
sage, aa  much  perhaps  aa  any  other  member  of  the  "Sen- 
ate; and  be  considered  that  its  proviuona  formed  tbc 
great  bulwarks  both  of  the  manufacturing  and  the  ant- 
cultaral  interests.  He  wished,  if  it  were  posrible,  wat 
tbey  might  remain  undislurbedt  and  if  gentlemen  were 
resolved  to  break  through  the  arrangements  tben  made, 
by  taking  offthe  duties  then  agreed  upon,  they  ought  to 
remember  that  it  is  a  rule  which  will  work  both  ways. 

If  one  side  was  to  be  absolved  from  the  agreement, 
the  other  side  would  claim  to  be  absolved  also;  and 
thus  the  whole  subject  of  the  protecting  Ryrtem  would 
again  be  thrown  open.  It  was  the  understanding  of 
those  who  advocated  the  compromise  bill  that  articlea 
piying  a  dut^  of  30  per  cent,  »ere  to  remain  undisturb- 
ed, while  in  regard  to  those  paying  less  than  20  percent, 
the  action  of  Congress  waa  to  be  left  free,  and  the  dutiea 
might  be  raised  or  diminished,  according  as  the  revenue 
of  the  country  ahould  prove  defective  or  redundant. 

Mr.  DAVIS  here  atated  that  the  article  of  worsted 
yam  was  not  one  of  thoae  under  20  per  cent.  It  paid 
30  per  cent.,  and  so  was  included  in  the  compromiae. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  then  said  that  be  should  be  against  ta< 
king  off  the  duty.  As  long  as  there  was  a  manufacture 
in  the  United  States  which  required  protection,  he  was 
against  reducing  the  duties  fixed  for  the  compromiae, 
until  the  experiment  had  been  fully  made  of  reducing 
the  revenue  in  some  other  mode.  But  if,  after  every 
practicable  experiment,  it  ahould  be  found  that  tbe  rer- 
enue  could  not  be  reduced  without  touching  these  arti- 
cles also,  he  should  tben,  to  avoid  a  greater  evil,  reluc- 
Untly  yield  his  assent.  He  hoped,  as  each  article  in  this 
bill  came  up  successively  for  discussion,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  would  apprize  the  Senate 
whether  it  did  or  did  not  pay  a  duty  iit.  30  per  cCDt.  or 
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more,  u  Ur.  G's  vote  would  in  all  caies  be  governed  by 
that  conndention.  If  the  «rtide  leas  than  SO  per 
cent.,  be  would  vote  to;p)*ke  it  ft«ei  but  if  not,  be  would 
vote  to  retain  tbe  duty. 

The  question  beiaf;  now  tsken  on  striking  out  the  ar- 
ticle (worsted  yarn)  frooi  tbe  list  of  those  which  were  to 
be  made  free  of  duty,  it  was  carried:  Ayct  33. 
So  tbe  article  was  stricken  out.; 
Mr.  DAVIS  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  list  of 
free  articles  that  of  olive  oil.  Hr.  D.  sUted  that 
this  article*  at  present*  paid  ft  du^  of  twenty  cents 
per  gallon.  There  bad  been  •  diseiiasion  of  con. 
sidervble  length,  and  a  similar  motion,  at  a  former  ses. 
uon.  The  duty  bad  been  reduced,  but,  after  considera- 
tion, the  House  of  Representatives  had  restored  it  again, 
Icit  the  reduction  might  interfere  with  the  whaling  in- 
terest. Mr.  D.  said  be  hoped  it  might  turn  out,  on  a 
full  examination,  that  the  present  duty  would  bcnr  re- 
duction, butt  u  at  present  informed*  he  was  not  uitho- 
rized  to  say  that  such  was  the  eue;  uid*  to  avoid  all  dan- 
ger of  injury  to  the  important  interests  involved  in  the 
whale  fishery*  he  bad  judged  it  proper  to  move  to  strike 
tbii  article  out  of  tbe  bill.  The  duty  upon  it  amounted 
to  more  than  SO  per  cent 

Mr.  NILES  observed  that  tbe  principle  which  liad 
been  advanced  in  the  course  of  this  debate*  that  allduties 
below  twenty  per  cent,  might  be  stricken  out*  as  not  be- 
ing  embraced  in  the  compromise*  was  of  all  others  the 
most  anjust*  and  even  preposterous.    Were  all  interests 
to  be  ^aregardedtsnd  wantonly  destroyed,  because  they 
were  not  included  In  the  compromise  act?   There  ex- 
isted many  interests  in  the  country  wbose  protecting 
duty  waa  below  twenty  per  cent.*  which  were  vastly 
more  entitled  to  tbe  favorable  notice  of  the  Government 
than  Sonne  others*  which  enjoyed  a  ftr  higher  protection. 
He  believed  tbat  Congress  ought  to  besitate  to  reduce 
the  datief^  from  a  mere  apprehension  of  a  surplus  in  the 
Treasury*  in  cases  where  a  smsll  duty  operated  as  a  com- 
plete protection.    Tbe  complaint  which  had  roused  the 
South  to  indignation  was  not  directed  sgsinst  these  small 
duties,  but  against  that  great  mounlsinof  enormous  im- 
posts which  waa  laid  by  Congress  in  1824  and  1838.  But 
olive  oil  enjoyed  a  protection  of  more  than  twenty  per 
cent.*  and  therefore  some  gentlemen  argued  tbat  it  ought 
not  to  be  included  in  this  bill.  But  would  the  removal  of 
the  duty  from  this  article  affect  any  other  raterest  which 
had  a  jiiat  claim  for  protection  ?   The  Senator  from  Has- 
ncbuaiettB  had  argued  that  the  retaining  of  this  duty 
.  would  be  very  bene6eial  to  another  article.    This  was 
certainly  going  a  great  way.    Whale  oil  was  entirely  a 
different  interest;  and  it  was  extending  the  protective 
principle  further  than  it  had  ever  before  been  proposed, 
to  lay  »  tax  on  one  article  in  order  to  protect  another. 
If  olive  oil  was  produced  in  this  country*  he  should  then 
be  in  fftvor  of  protecting  it  by  a  duly.   But  he  could  not 
consent  to  tax  olive  oil,  with  a  view  to  protect  tbe  whale 
fishery. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  hardly  knew  whether  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  aimed  his  remarks  at  him,  in  what  he 
■aid  respecting  a  duty  being  retained  because  it  was 
over  twenty  per  cent.  Hr.  D.  had  said  no  such  thing. 
He  bad  not  argued  tbat  this  article  should  be  stricken 
out  because  the  doty  upon  it  exceeded  twenty  per  cent., 
but  he  had  stated  sneh  to  be  the  bet*  for  tbe  mformatioB 
of  tbe  Senate*  and  tbat  they  might  he  informed  of  the 
true  ground  on  which  they  were  proceeding.  He  con- 
curred with  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  in  the  belief 
tbat  there  were  many  articles,  the  duty  on  which  was 
below  twenty  per  cent.,  which  deserved  veiy  careful 
consideration.  He  was  aware*  too*  tbat  the  last  argu- 
ment wbtc^h  had  been  urged  by  tbat  gentleman  waa  of- 
ten well  founded*  but  it  was  not  always  tniet  and  in  this 
due  it  did  m  l»pi>eD  that  bodi  whale  and-elive  oil  were 


extensively  used  in  the  same  way — in  lamp^  for  example* 
and  in  many  operations  of  manubcttires.  At  tbe  tine 
the  compromise  act  was  pasted*  the  case  of  Ibis  article 
had  been  thoroughly  examined,  and  the  House  of  Rep. 
resentatives  bad  in  consequence  reversed  its  action*  and 
raised  the  duty  aher  having  reduced  it.  Mr.  D.  was  as 
anxious  as  any  other  gentleman  to  remove  this  duty,  if 
it  could  be  done  with  safety  and  propriety!  but  he  was 
not  now  in  possession  of  such  informstion  as  would  war- 
rant him  to  believe  that  it  could. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that  the  remarks  of  tbe  Senator 
from  Connecticut  seemed  to  call  upon  him  for  a  word  of 
explanation.  The  Senator  misunderstood  the  principle 
on  which  Uie  Committee  on  Finance  had  proceeded  in 
constructing  this  bill.  It  was  their  desire  carefully  to 
guard  as  well  those  interests  which  were  covered  by 
duties  below  twenty  per  cent,  ss  abovet  but  they  felt 
themselves  more  at  liberty  to  go  into  an  examination 
where  the  duty  was  under  twenty  per  cent.*  and  on  ar- 
ticles protected.  It  was  now  said,  and  Mr.  W.  was  not 
prepared  to  contradict  the  assertion,  that  tbe  removal  of 
the  duty  on  olive  oil  might  prove  injurious  to  tbe  wha- 
ling interest.  The  eomntittee  certainly  bad  no  disposi- 
tion to  interfere  with  that  important  branch  of  industry. 
The  article  of  whalebone  paid  no  more  than  12}  per 
cent.,  yet  they  had  abstained  from  inserting  that  in  the 
bill,  beeauiB  it  was  connected  with  tbe  whale  fisbery. 
Mr.  W.  eontidered  tbe  whaling  interest  a*  one  of  all 
others  tbe  most  dearly  deserving  the  protection  of  the 
Government.  The  nation  was  deeply  interested  in  it* 
as  a  school  for  our  seamen  and  a  nursery  for  the  navy. 
They  did  not  understand  tbat  rescinding  the  duty  on 
olive  oil  would  at  all  affect  this  interest*  and  Mr.  W. 
regretted  that  neither  himself  nor  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts waa  in  possession  of  more  distinct  informatifHi 
on  ttie  subject, 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  that  if  the  Senator  fhnn  Msm- 
chusetts  could  present  to  the  Senate  information  which 
would  enlighten  them  on  this  subject,  he  should  be  glad 
if  he  would  do  so.  Was  it  a  fsct  that  the  use  of  olive 
oil  did  compete  with  the  interests  of  the  whale  fish- 
ery t  At  the  first.blush  be  should  say  it  could  not  be  so. 
The  United  States  raise  no  olive  trees,  and  the  two  ar- 
ticles of  whale  oil  and  oUve  oil  were  certainly  very  dif- 
ferent from  each  other.  One  wu  a  fine  article  of  use 
in  diet,  while  tbe  other  was  quite  the  reverse.  If  no 
further  information  was  laid  before  the  Senate,  he  should 
think  that  olive  oil  ought  not  to  be  stricken  out  of  the 
biltt  but  if  further  information  should  show  thst  to  mske 
it  a  free  article  would  injure  the  whaling  interest,  then 
the  duty  ought  not  to  be  reduced.  Some  Senators  con- 
tended that  when  the  duty  was  above  twenty  per  cent, 
it  must  not  be  touchedt  others  argued  that  when  it  was 
below  twenty  per  cent.  It  was  wrong  to  interfiere  with  it. 
Thus  it  was  evident  that  the  whole  attempt  to  reduce 
the  revenue  would  prove  futile.  There  wu  to  be  no 
honest,  sincere,  and  strenuous  effort  at  reduction. 
While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  wss  pleaded  that  the  Senate 
must  not  reduce  the  tariff,  because  of  the  compromise 
of  1833,  be  heard  nothing  of  any  pledge  that  the  tariff 
was  not  to  be  augmented,  because  of  the  compromise. 
1'here  was  evidently  gross  partiality  in  the  manner  in 
which  tbe  compromise  was  to  be  constmed.  As  to  this 
article  of  olive  oil*  be  ihoukl  like  to  receive  some  fiirther 
information. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  that  he  would  cheerfully  give  such 
information  as  he  possessed.  Whale  oil  was  commonly 
used  in  lamps,  and  in  some  pcDcesses  of  the  manufacture 
of  woollen  goods,  while,  tor  both  purposes,  olive  nil 
was  likewise  employed.  There  were  many  other  uses 
for  ml.  In  wbieb  both  kinds  were  not  equally  proper. 
Olive  nil.  for  instance,  wm  used  in  the  manufaelure  of 
fine  aoKp,  vtule  whale  oil  would  not  auwer  for  that 
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purpose.  He  sbould  not  go  into  tbe  details.  1'he  whole 
subject  bad  been  fully  investigated  in  lfi33,  when  the 
existing  duty  on  olive  oil  had  been  fixed«  and  be  was  not 
aware  of  any  change  wliich  had  since  taken  place  to 
render  it  excessive  or  improper. 

Tbe  quealioD  being  now  put*  the  motion  to  strike  out 
olive  oil  from  tbe  list  of  free  articles  was  rejected :  Ayes 
15,  noes  19. 

[At  a  subsequent  period  of  the  session  this  vote  was 
reversed,  and  the  motion  finally  prevailed}  but,  as  tlie 
whole  bill  was  lost  in  the  House  of  UenreientativeSf  Ibe 
duty  remains,  of  course,  as  it  stood  before.] 

Mr.  WALL  moved  to  strike  out  the  articles  of  China 
and  poreelainj  earthen,  and  stone  ware.  Mr.  W.,  in  tup- 
port  of  bit  motion,  read  a  long  report  on  the  subject  of 
the  protedion  of  this  manufacture,  and  accompanied  it 
by  some  remarks.  He  stated  the  duty  to  be  twenty  per 
cent. 

%  Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that,  when  tbe  bill  had  been  re- 
ported, the  committee  had  been  unaware  of  any  im- 
portant establishment  ezisling  in  this  country  for  the 
manufacture  of  porcelain.  Since  then,  however,  they 
had  received  a  ve^  pImr  and  proper  letter  from  the 
proprietors  of  a  large  establishment  in  Jersey  city,  in 
which  there  had  been  invested  a  capital  of  f 150,000. 
He  should  read  a  portion  of  this  letter,  in  order  to  show 
tbe  importance  of  this  one  establishment.  He  was  not, 
however,  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  other.  The 
amount  of  porcelain  and  stone  ware  imported  in  1835 
was  $1,697,000,  which  paid  a  duty  to  the  Government 
of  #340,000.  He  submitted  to  tbe  Senate  whether  a 
duty  to  this  amount  should  be  continued  for  the  protec- 
tion of  a  single  estaUisbment.  For  himself,  he  expressed 
no  opinion.  Every  Senator  would  form  his  own  judg- 
ment. Here  was  a  worthy  manufiicturing  establishment, 
in  which  a  Isi^e  capital  bad  been  invested,  and  which 
seemed  to  be  in  successful  operation.  Of  the  amount  of 
ware  which  had  been  made  there  he  was  not  informed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  his  position  as  a  South- 
em  Senator  was  different  from  iMny  of  the  gentlemen 
who,  with  himself,  were  derirous  of  a  reduction  in  the 
revenue.  Aeeerding  to  tlie  compromise  bill  of  1833, 
the  tariff  duties  were  gradually  going  off,  and  they  were 
all  to  come  down  to  20  per  cent,  by  the  year  1843.  If 
the  amount  of  imports  did  not  Interrupt  tbe  operation, 
it  would  tske  off  two  millions  of  revenue  annoally.  And 
"llcrvnuld  now  tell  Southern  gentlemen  on  all  wdes,  (hat 
no  paltry  advantage  to  be  derived  from  striking  out 
$50,000  on  this  article,  and  ftOO.OOO  on  that,  should 
ever  induce  htm  to  give  up  (he  advantages  to  be  derived 
to  (he  South  from  a  regard  to  the  compromise  Uw;  and 
let  him  say  to  Southern  gentlemen  generally,  that  they 
will  greatly  injure  themselves,  if,  from  any  such  tempta- 
tions, they  should  be  induced  to  yield  up  their  strong- 
hold. Senators  who  are  now  new  in  their  seats  would 
find,  from  sad  experience,  how  hard,  bow  very  hard  a 
thing  it  was  to  get  duties  taken  off  when  they  had  once 
been  imposed.  He  had  himself  been  greatly  surprised, 
in  the  outset  of  his  public  career,  when  an  old  and  ex- 
perienced statesman  hsd  told  him  that  it  was  a  much 
easier  thing  in  Congress  to  lay  duties  on  the  people  than 
to  take  them  off.  If  Southern  gentlemen  were  now 
guilty  of  the  egregious  folly  of  yielding  up  the  com- 
promise bill  by  the  little  petty  temptation  of  repealing  a 
small  amount  of  duties,  they  woulu  have  ample  leisure 
for  repentance.  Gentlemen  en  the  other  side  now 
called  upon  them  cot  to  disturb  the  compromise,  de- 
claring, at  the  same  time,  that  ihey  understood  them- 
selves as  pledged  to  its  observance.  Mr.  C.  would 
respond  to  the  call,  and  hoped  that  tbe  response  would 
be  general.  For  his  own  part,  he  held  that  there 
was  no  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  Southt  and,  whtn  the 
compromise  bill  pasKd,  be  bad  czprculy  told  all  tbe 


Senators  present  that  he  held  himself  perfectly  Tree 
from  all  pledge  on  tbe  subject,  and  that  he  might  advo- 
cate a  further  reduction,  or  not,  according  to  circum- 
stances, lie  was  now  prepared  to  stand  upon  that  bill, 
and  not  to  disturb  it.  He  should  not  interfere  with  the 
advantage  which  the  Northern  Slates  were  now  deriving 
from  it;  and  hereafter,  when  the  time  eame  that  tbe 
South,  in  its  turn,  was  to  reap  the  benefit,  he  sbouhl,  in 
all  fairness,  claim  a  aimilsr  observance  on  tbe  part  of  Ibe 
North.  As  to  the  duties  under  30  per  cent.,  if  tbe 
friends  of  the  tariff  would  say  that  they  could  not,  with 
propriety,  be  removed,  Mr.  C.  would  say  retain  them-, 
but  if  the;r  could  be  reduced,  or  alto^her  abolished,  be 
should  rejmce.  This  was  the  position  be  had  delib- 
erately taken.  He  felt  it  to  be  both  itrong  and  hoaora* 
ble;  and  he  was  fully  persuaded  that  it  was  such  a  posi- 
tion as  Would,  upon  the  whole,  be  found  roost  for  tlie 
interest  of  the  Southern  States. 

Hr.  B1JCHANAN  said  thst  he  understood  the  princi- 
ple of  the  bill  to  be  to  reduce  the  duties  on  sucA  articki 
ss  would  nut  interfere  with  tliose  protected.  If  that  wu 
its  principle,  it  bad  his  cordial  approbalioo.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  interests  of  the  manubcturers  themselves 
required  the  duties,  in  some  cases,  to  be  reduced.  But 
as  to  the  article  now  in  question,  the  manuhcture  of  tt 
had  been  commenced  on  the  faiih  of  the  continuance  of 
the  existing  protection,  and  it  came  fairly  within  the 
compromise.  The  question  was  not  whether  many  Tsc- 
tories  of  this  species  of  ware  existed  or  not — becsiiM  the 
principles  of  the  compromise  were  submitted  to  the  op- 
tion 01  the  people.  'I'hey  hsd  been  well  understood  by 
the  whole  nation,  and  universally  approvedi  and,  were  he 
engaged  in  this  branch  of  business,  he.should  expect  and 
claim  the  protectinn  of  the  compromise  bill,  and  Awa\A 
deem  it  a  violation  of  the  public  faith  should  the  existing 
duty  be  removed.'  Mr.  B.  concurred  with  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  in  his  desire  that  the  compromiK 
should  stand  undisturbed.  The  purpose,  however,  for 
which  he  had  now  risen  was  to  give  the  Senate  some  in- 
formation in  regard  to  a  manufactory  of  China  wtre,  en- 
tirely distinct  from  that  in  Jersey  city,  wliich  be  believed 
was  confined  to  porcelain  or  queensware.  This  wsi 
solely  for  China.  The  proper  material  for  the  construc- 
tion of  China  ware  of  the  finest  quality  bad  been  some 
years  since  discovered  in  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
an  amiable  and  estimable  man,  fortnerly  a  member  of 
the  other  House,  and  well  known  to  many  Senators, 
[Mr  B.  was  understood  to  refer  to  Judge  Hemphill,  of 
Philadelphia,]  had  embarked  nearly  bis  whole  fbrtiir.e 
in  the  enterprise.  He  took  pride  and  pleasure  in  bring- 
ing the  manufacture  to  a  high  degree  of  perfection,  and 
be  had  succeeded  in  the  production  of  ware  as  beautiful 
in  all  respects  as  any  imported.  The  manufacture  hsd 
been  commenced  under  favorable  auspices,  and  Hr.  B. 
believed  still  continued  to  prosper.  He  thought, that 
the  protecting  duty  ought  to  be  suffered  to  renwn.  It 
was  not  right  to  say  that,  because  there  were  but  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  embarked  in  ibisbrsnch 
of  business,  it  was  nothing}  and  the  msnufactHre  miglit 
be  ruined  and  crushed,  because  it  was  comparatively  in 
its  infancy.  He  hoped  that  the  amendment  which  hid 
been  offered  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr. 
Wall]  would  prevail,  and  that  the  principles  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Caluocv]  would  govern 
tbe  legislation  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WEBSl'EU  bad  risen  to  observe  Ibat  it  wonM  0^ 
wise  in  the  Senate  to  be  cautious  in  the  eoune  they 
should  now  adopt.  Tbey  had  passed  a  bill  the  last  y«r 
reducing  the  duties  on  some  articles  of  domestic  msnti- 
facture,  which  were  completely  out  of  the  reach  oT  for- 
eign competition  i  and  it  had  encountered  no  oppowJiMi- 
But  he  tlnnight  tbe  country  was  not  now  prepared  lor 
«  bill  which  should  go  beyond  that  class  of  nMuftcliucf. 
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On  the  preient  occasion,  so  great  »m  the  dearth  of  in- 
formitioni  that  the  Senator  at  the  heed  of  the  Finance 
Committer,  who  tnlrodueed  the  bill,  had  found  hiniKlf 
obliged  tu  atate  that,  whr n  this  articie  waa  inserted,  he 
wsa  entirely  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  any  dcmeslic  ea- 
tablishment  of  the  kind  with  which  it  would  interfere. 
GeDtlemen,  one  after  another,  were  rising  in  their  places 
and  ataling  isolated  facts — each  of  which  had  an  impor- 
tant beuing  on  the  provtnon  proposed  to  be  inserted  in 
the  bill.  Conaidering,  then,  the  admitted  want  of  infor- 
mation,  which  waa  indispensable  to  an  enlightened  dis- 
charge of  their  duiyt  considering,  too,  the  very  short 
period  which  had  elapsed  unce  the  introduction  of  the 
bill,  and  atill  more  the  great  importance  of  getting  some 
bill  puied  which  should  reduce  the  duly  on  ertielef  that 
wouki  not  interfere  with  our  own  domestic  induatryi 
end  taking  into  view  the  late  period  of  the  session,  and 
the  opposition  which  must  be  eliciled  by  persisting  in  a 
course  of  this  kind,  he  thought  it,  on  the  whole,  to  be 
prudent  to  leave  out  of  the  bill  all  those  items  which 
were  in  a  considerable  degree  doubtful,  and  confine  it 
to  such  alone  as  would  interfere  with  none  of  our  own 
great  interests.  Why  should  not  such  a  course  be  adopt- 
ed f  Why  would  not  ttw  commiuee  confine  ibemaelves 
to  ft  plain  kod  obTious  path' 

Mr.  W.  said  that  be  had  made  these  observations  more 
with  a  reference  to  the  bill  in  general  than  to  the  par- 
ticular item  now  under  discussion.  He  wanted  some 
bill  of  the  kind  to  pass,  but  he  wanted  it  to  stop  short  of 
our  own  manulactures.  A  bill  of  this  character  would  be 
attended  with  good  results.  But  as  certainly  as  clauses 
should  be  introduced  which  attacked  our  own  domes- 
tic interest^  they  would  raise  the  opposition  of  the  re- 
spective delrgationt  in  the  other  House  representing 
the  States  more  immediately  concerned,  and  thus  the  bifl 
would  in  all  likelihood  be  defeated.  As  to  this  partic- 
ular item  of  porcelain,  he  thought  it  presented  a  pretty 
strong  case.  The  amount  of  duty,  to  be  sure,  wis  large, 
but  it  was  now  found  that  there  existed  several  Impor- 
tant domestie  establishments— he  heard  it  said  amund 
bim  that  there  were  at  least  some  half  dozen  of  them— 
to  whose  protection  it  was  indispensable. 

Mr.  CUTHBBRT  Inquired  what  interests  were  in. 
tended  to  be  protected  by  the  compromise  bill>  Ac- 
cording  to  his  underatanding,  that  bill  had  been  des'gned 
to  eover  tboee,  and  those  only,  which  were  then  in  ex- 
istence. It  WHS  never  intended  to  protect  interests 
which  did  not  then  exist,  and  which  were  to  be  created 
by  the  protection  provided  for  them.  And  would  gen- 
tlemen rote  for  the  continuance  of  duties  to  protect  in- 
terests of  this  last  description^  Whenei-er  they  raised 
up  a  new  manufacture  by  the  fi-rce  of  protecting  duties, 
they  prejudiced  those  which  already  exiated.  To  do  an 
was  not  to  act  on  the  policy  of  (he  compromise,  but  in 
direct  violaiion  of  it.  Did  Senators  owe  but  one  duty  to 
the  Government?  Had  they  nothing  else  to  look  to  but 
the  protection  of  certain  inanufaeturing  ebtablishmcnta.^ 
He  denied  itt  they  bad  another  and  most  important  doty 
to  performi  and  that  was,  to  bring  down  the  revenue  to 
the  actual  wants  of  the  Governinent.  And,  in  discharge 
of  this  great  duty  to  the  whole  country,  was  the  exist- 
ence of  a  single  manufacturing  es!ablishment  to  present 
an  insuperable  obstacleF  Me  denied  it.  lie  must  go 
on,  and  perform  the  duty  he  owed  to  the  country  at 
lai^,  and  let  the  interests  of  a  few  individuals  give  way. 
He  had  heard  no  Senator,  in  the  course  of  ibis  debate, 
while  urging  the  obligation  of  the  compromise,  pretend 
to  say  that  it  was  any  obstacle  to  tbe  raising  of  duties, 
but  only  to  the  lowering  of  ihem. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  replied,  that  it  wsa  not  pretended 
that  the  compromise  act  bad  any  irreristible  binding 
force  beyond  that  of  other  laws;  but  both  honor  and  in- 
terest ciuled  upon  bim  to  imisi  on  tbe  adranlaKCS  which 
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would  accrue  from  its  observance.  He  bad  declared 
his  intention  to  stand  by  it,  and  he  construed  the  ailence 
of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  as  a  pledge  that  they 
would  do  the  same.  He  was  sure  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut]  must  well  remember  that  he  had 
insisted  that  all  articles  the  duties  of  which  were  below 
30  per  cent,  should  be  made  free,  if  It  could  safely  be 
donei  but  as  it  appeared  that  there  were  sooie  establish- 
ments just  coming  into  being,  to  whom  the  protecting 
dul^  was  very  important,  he  should  not  be  for  disturb- 
ing it.  He  waa  for  respecting  both  sides  of  the  agree- 
ment. 

Mr.  CLAY  observed  that  he  thought  that  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cdtbbzbt]  must  perceive  that  the 
rule  he  had  laid  down  was  too  narrowt  namely,  that  the 
protection  afforded  by  the  law  of  1833,  commonly  denom- 
inated the  compromise  act,  should  be  limited  to  the  in- 
terests which  then  existed,  and  must  not  be  extended  to 
any  which  had  sprung  up  since.  Now,  what  wss  the  aioi 
of  the  great  system  of  protective  policy^  Was  it  not  tha 
introduction  from  abroad  of  all  those  branches  of  man- 
ufacture which  conduced  to  the  national  prosperity,  that 
they  might  be  planted  and  nught  flourish  upon  our  own 
soil?  Now,  almost  all  these  branches  of  domestic  Indus- 
try had  been  largely  extended  Mnee  1833.  Were  our 
extensive  cotton  mills,  for  instance,  any  |be  less  worthy 
of  protection  because  tbey  had  grown  to  their  prMent 
perfection  since  that  time?  There  were  many  articUa 
not  enummte^  in  that  act,  which  were  nevertheless  in- 
cluded in  its  principle.  The  act  established  a  rule,  and 
laid  a  foundation  by  which  duties  were  to  be  regulated. 
All  those  artictes  on  which  the  duly  was  30  percent, 
and  above,  were  to  remain  under  their  present  proleo. 
tion  till  tbe  year  1843.  What  waa  eontempUtodbjriueb  a 
provision'  None,  surely,  could  dream  that  there  was  to 
be  a  change  in  the  law  till  the  year  1843  arrived.  'Utia 
was  undeniably  the  understanding  of  both  parties  at  tbe 
time,  and,  he  might  add,  the  understanding  of  the  na- 
tion generally.  Tbe  law  bad  every  where  been  reoetv- 
ed  with  phudita  and  the  utmost  demmstratioii  of  Ji^. 
The  people  accordingly  had'  gone  to  work  and  erected 
their  establishments  un  the  faith  of  this  agreementt  and 
these  establishments  were  as  much  within  tbe  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  law  as  if  they  had  existed'wben  tbe  law  was 
passed,  so  that  the  question  which  had  been  suted  by 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  GaonoT]  was  the  true 
question.  If  the  duty  on  any  article  was  20  percent, 
or  above.  Congress  could  not  touch  that  article  till  tbe 
year  1843,  if  it  reprdrd  tbe  compromise.  If  the  du- 
ty wu  below  30  per  cent. ,  then  it  m^t  be  touched  uid 
abolished  altogether,  provided  such  a  measure  did  not 
interfere  with  important  interests  of  tbe  country.  As  to 
the  propriety  of  adhering  to  the  compromise,  Mr.  C. 
had  no  doubt  or  hesit&tion.  He  went  for  adhering  to  it. 
The  country  expected  this.  l*hey  reposed  upon  it,  and 
it  should  be  regarded  with  that  respect  wbieh  was  ex. 
tended  to  all  other  compromises.  The  eonstitution  it- 
self was  onet  and  yet  all  profess  to  hoU  it  sacred.  Tbe 
Missouri  question  was  another.  The  law  in  that  case 
bad  no  more  binding  force  than  any  other  act  of  Con- 
gressf  but  who  would  think  of  dislurbiDg  tbe  compro- 
mise which  it  imbodied  ?  Would  any  body  repeal  that 
act?  Would  the  South  repeal  it,  which  contended  they 
were  the  weaker  interest  on  that  question '  The  same  con- 
sideration applied  to  the  tariff.  Would  the  South,  who 
were  the  weaker  intereat  upim  the  tariff  question,  con- 
sent to  give  up  the  compromise?  Did  they  not  perceive 
that  the  moment  they  did  this  tbe  whole  question  of  pro- 
tective policy  waa  again  thrown  open,  and  that  the  same 
causes  which  had,  produced  the  tariff  taws  of  1834  and 
1838  would  come  mto  operation,  and  would  lead  to  the 
pasNng  of  another  tariff  law?  It  was  clearly  the  interest 
of  all  parties  coocerned  to  adhere  tu  that  compromiie. 
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Tbat  WIS  the  itlt  which  hid  preierved  oor  body  politic 
from  diiMlulion.  It  was  the  bond  of  peice  ind  recon- 
citiition  between  the  North  ind  the  South.  He  bid  nu 
ebjection  to  reliin  protective  duties;  but  he  would  not, 
for  the  take  of  doinp  so,  disturb  any  of  the  greit  priiici> 
plei  of  the  comproroiae  law.  As  to  this  irtiele  of  china 
or  poreehin.  if  it  piid  i  doty  of  20  per  cent,  or  Kbore* 
he  wu  Dot  for  disturbing  it. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  nid  that  the  item  now  under  dii- 
cusiion  presented  a  distinct  subject  to  the  Senile.  The 
question  was  not  whether  a  large  nwnufacturing  interest 
bid  ^rown  up  atnce  1833,  but  it  wis  this:  whether,  in  the 
application  of  in  importint  policy  of  this  Government,  s 
certain  article  not  protected  by  the  comproinise  law  when 
it  wu  pissed,  hecaUM  not  then  in  existence,  wu  to  be 
an  insuperable  c^staele  to  the  action  of  Congresi  in  re* 
ductng  the  revenue.  The  duty  on  porcelain  and  eirih- 
cnwire  exceeded  $200,000  annually,  and  the  only  estab- 
lishment to  be  affected  by  the  repeal  of  it  was  one  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.  Ought  this  single  establishment 
to  interpose  an  inBurmountible  difficulty  againbt  the  car- 
vying  out  a  great  and  neeessary  policy  of  the  country^ 
He  thought  not.  Was  it  not  admitted  to  be  an  important 
priodple  of  kgi^tiontoar<ridatall  times  the  imposition 
of  a  greater  masa  of  taxes  than  were  absolutely  necessary  ? 
All  good  Governments  admitted  this  principle,  and  act- 
ed i^on  it;  and  it  was  certainly  i  new  doctrine  that  the 
prosperity  of  i  single  small  manufteluring  estiblisbment 
diouid  interpose  to  prevent  its  observance.  Admit  Ibis, 
and  the  next  step  be  supposed  would  be  to  retiin  the 
duty  on  aalt;  ao  that  the  poor  m»n  muat  not  be  pemiited 
to  render  his  food  savoiy  for  himself  and  children,  lest 
llw  interest  of  some  great  capitalist  should  be  interfered 
with*.  In  a  republican  Government,  where  the  interest 
of  the  many  was  admitted  to  be  the  governing  principir, 
an  onerous  tax  upon  the  necessaries  of  life  must  ever  be 
held  as  odious  and  deteitable.  The  poor  and  hard-work- 
ing man  could  not  throw  a  little  salt  into  his  pot,  but  the 
mthwity  of  the  Government  must  appear  in  its  most  odi- 
ous form,  and  demand  of  him  a  heavy  duty  to  favor  some 
hrge  maoufiieturiog  establishment.  Mr.  C.  had  under- 
atood  the  matter  very  difierently.  This  was  a  new  con- 
ilruetion  of  the  constilulion,  and  it  had  grown  up  with 
Ihe  growth  of  the  hir-fimed  Americin  system.  I'he  ori- 
ginal doctrine  was,  that  protective  duties  were  to  be  im- 
poeed  only  in  those  cases  wbere  art,  ingenuity,  and  im- 
proremeats  Id  machinery  would  enable  us  to  contend 
with  the  manulaeturers  of  older  nations.  But  now  a  to- 
tally new  construction  was  contended  for.  Wheat,  salt, 
gold,  all  that  God  gave  us  from  out  of  the  earth  or  above 
the  earth,  were  manufactured  articles,  and  mui-t  be  pro- 
tected accordingly. 

Mr.  WALL  said  he  did  not  greatly  thank  the  liberali- 
ty ni  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cvth- 
bkbt]  for  Uirowing  aalt  into  his  dish  without  bis  oonsenti 
and  tuB  should  not  suffer  the  question  before  the  Senate 
to  be  drawn  off  to  an  issue  totally  different  and  uncon- 
nected with  it.  I'he  Senator,  too,  was  incorrect  in  bis 
fccta.  The  porceUin  manufacture  in  New  Jersey  had 
not  grown  into  existence  since  1833,  but  had  been  eslab- 
lisbed  in  1838.  Nor  was  it  the  only  eatablishment  to  be 
affected  by  this  bill.  The  Senator  from  fennsylvania 
[Mr*  Bdsbxhav]  had  given  the  history  of  a  Isrge  eatib- 
lilhment  in  Fhilidelphii,  ind  the  Senitor  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  WEssTsa]  had  spoken  of  some  half  dozen 
others.  The  Jersey  establishment  bid  not  grown  up 
under  the  compromisr,  and,  therefore,  it,  it  least,  wss 
taken  out  from  one  of  (he  principal  objections  of  the 
Senator  fiora  Georgia.  He  could  not  ssy  how  extensi\e 
the  establishment  ws«,  but  he  knew  thxt  the  duty,  which 
was  20  per  cent.,  had  received  the  sanction  of  several 
Senators  who  had  been  the  most  prominent  and  active  in 
advocitting  the  compromise. 


Mr.  NORVELL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  the  smendmenl  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Wall,  namely,  to  strike  out  from  the  list 
of  free  articles  China  and  porcelain,  earthen  and  stone 
ware,  it  waa  carried,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yaas— Messrs.  Bsysrd,  Black,  Buchanan,  Cdhoun, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rabbins, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tallnuulge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall, 
Webster,  While— 24. 

NATB—Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cutbbert,  Ewing  uf 
lllinoii,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Mou- 
ton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rive*,  Robinson, 
Ru^glea,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  Wright>-30. 

So  the  article  was  stricken  out,  the  duty  retained,  and 
the  principle  laid  down  in  the  compromise  act  complied 
with. 

Mr.  DAVIS  next  moved  to  strike  out  the  iriicle  of 
"  common  salt."  On  this  motion  a  pruluitged  debue  en- 
sued, of  ftreat  interest  and  animation,  in  which  klCMrs. 
WRIGHT  snd  PRESTON  occupied  the  floor  at  consid- 
erable length,  and  in  which  imt  merely  the  immediate 
question  of  the  duty  on  sslt,  but  the  general  bearings  of 
tbe  bill,  particularly  in  its  relation  to  de  compromise  set 
of  1833,  were  discussed. 

Mr.  BP.NTON  rose  to  aik  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion,  ind  to  give  some  reisons  why  it  should  not  pre- 
vail. It  was  a  motion  viul  to  tbe  bill,  and  touched  an 
item  in  which  its  greatest  value  consisted.  The  motion 
was  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  article  of  salt»  now  paying 
a  heavy  duty,  snd  which  this  bill  proposed  to  make  free 
of  duty.  The  item  was  important  for  the  amount  of  rev- 
enue which  it  produced,  say  (650,000  per  annum,  and 
far  more  important  as  beiiif;  sn  article  of  prime  necessity 
snd  universal  use.  This  being  the  importance  of  the  ar- 
ticle, I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  B.,  am  willing  to  go  into  the 
discussion  of  the  whole  policy  of  the  bill  upon  this  mo- 
tion {  and,  further,  if  the  motion  prevail^  and  salt  is  to  re- 
main a  taxed  artielr,  I  eare  but  little  for  the  rerf  of  the 
bill.  The  remainder  of  the  articles  embraced  in  it,  with 
the  exception  of  common  blankets,  Indian  blinkets,  Liv- 
erpool earthen  ware,  and  i  few  others,  ire  either  luxu- 
ries or  trifles;  snd  if  we  cannot  lucceed  in  rescuing  from 
tixation  this  article  of  univercil  use  and  prime  necessity, 
1  shill  not  exert  myself  to  rescue  luxuries  and  trifles 
from  it. 

We  are  met  at  the  thrcihold  of  thb  debate  by  an  ob- 
jection which  spplies  not  only  to  the  article  of  salt,  but, 
abo,  to  almost  erery  article  of  my  concequence  or  im- 
portance which  the  bill  contains;  and  which  objection, 
if  it  prevails,  will  reduce  Ihe  bill  to  Ihe  lowest  degree  of 
insignificince,  if  not  to  (  state  of  absolute  nullity.  Tbii 
objection  is  founded  upon  the  last  clause  in  lite  last  sec- 
tion of  the  ftmous  act  of  March  3,  1833,  commonly 
called,  by  its  frtendo,  the  compromise  set,  but  which  has 
no  feature  of  a  compromise,  except  between  politicianii, 
and  WIS,  in  itself,  a  frustration  of  the  expressed  will  uf 
the  people,  and  eminently  disadvantageous  to  the  coun- 
try, as  well  as  grossly  derogatory  lu  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress. That  ad,  in  (he  clause  referred  to,  undertakes 
to  tie  up  the  constitutional  hands  of  Congress  to  If  gislite 
upon  the  subject  of  duties  until  the  30lh  day  of  June,  in 
the  year  1843,  exci-pt  in  relation  to  artielca  w  hich,  by 
tbe  act  of  July  3d,  1833,  were  subject  to  sn  ad  valorem 
duty  of  less  than  30  per  cent.,  and  then  limits  Congress 
to  action  upon  this  bmall  class  of  items  on  the  contingen- 
cy of  a  dcticit  or  excess  in  the  revenue;  with  a  further 
gracious  permissiun,  in  the  event  uf  either  of  thefe  con- 
tingencies, to  supply  the  want,  if  there  is  a  dificii,  by 
raising  the  duly  on  this  class  of  articles  to  30  per  ceni.j 
and  to  cut  off  tbe  excess,  if  there  is  too  much,  by  redu- 
cing tbe  rates  of  duties  an  the  same  class  of  aiticles. 
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Thii  b  the  ictt  ai\d  the  hire  Btttement  of  ill  eiuetments 
pretenli  an  arronnt  and  uneonititutional,  and,  as  the 

event  has  proved,  e  most  unwisr,  atrempt  to  tie  up  (he 
hande  of  Congress  for  nine  years,  upon  the  main  subject 
fur  which  the  Federal  Government  wh  created,  and  up- 
on which  constant  attention  and  frequent  action  from 
Conifress  is  required.  I  do  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  go  into  the 
full  objection!  to  thii  miwalled  compramiie  act  at  pres. 
ent)  another  occasion,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  will 
be  Utcen  for  that  task.    At  present,  I  limit  myself  to  a 
mere  reference  to  the  heads  of  my  objectioni  to  it  it  the 
time  it  was  passed;  namely,  that  it  was  no  compromise  to 
which  the  States  or  the  people  were  parties,  but  a  mere 
arrangement  between  a  couple  of  politicians,  to  get  rid, 
for  a  little  while,  of  a  bone  of  contention  between  them- 
selves, and  to  enable  them  to  put  their  shoulders  togeth- 
er against  the  administration)  and,  thui  arranged,  was 
carried  through  on  a  cry  of  elvtl  war  and  disuniont  that 
it  was  artfully  eontrirect  to  keep  up  high  duties  for  nine 
years,  and  then  to  let  all  down  at  onee  by  a  plunge,  and 
so  produce  a  general  revulsion,  and  united  effort  at  res- 
toration to  their  former  position,  by  all  the  parties  inter- 
ested in  the  high  tarifTi  that,  far  from  conforming  to  the 
will  of  the  people,  it  waa  a  frustration  of  their  expressed 
will,  made  known  in  the  issue  of  all  the  elections,  and 
in  the  total  defeat  of  the  high-tari(F  candidates  for  the 
presidency  and  vice  presidency;  that  it  waa  eminently 
ntsndvantageous  to  (he  South  and  West,  as  it  went  to 
prevent  further  relief  from  duties  till  1843,  and  then  left 
Congress  at  full  liberty,  after  that  period,  to  raise  the 
duties  as  high  as  ever;  and,  Rnally,  that  it  was  an  arro- 
gant, unconstitutional,  unwise,  and  impotent  attempt  to 
limit,  restrain,  and  nullify  the  action  of  Congress  upon  a 
Hibject  on  which  they  were  bound  by  the  eonalitution 
to  act  jut  so  often  as  action  was  necessary.    For  these 
reasons,  and  many  others,  I  opposed  this  set  at  the  time 
it  waa  passed;  and  declared  then,  as  1  declare  now,  that 
1  should  pay  no  more  regard  to  it  than  to  any  other  act 
of  Congress;  and  thnt  I  should  act  upon  the  subject  of 
duties  whenever  it  seemed  necessary,  by  looking  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  not  to  this  little 
truce  between  a  couple  of  antagonist  politicians,  for  the 
source  of  my  legislative  powers. 

The  srticle  of  salt  would  fall,  as  would  almost  every 
valuable  article  in  (he  bill,  under  the  prohibitions  of  this 
act.  By  that  act,  Congress  is  doubly  prohibited  from 
legislating  upon  it  until  the  advent  of  that  great  day  for 
recovering  our  constitutional  powers,  which  is  designated 
IIS  the  SOth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  1843.  The  prnbl- 
bilion  is  double— first,  as  an  article  not  paying  an  ad  va- 
lorem, bat  a  specific  duty;  and  next,  as  paying  a  duty 
above  20  per  cent,  on  the  value.  Under  this  act,  (hen, 
our  powers  are  gone,  but  under  the  constitution  they  are 
in  full  farce;  and,  as  that  constitution  does  not  warrant 
the  levy  of  more  money  for  the  federal  Treasury  than 
the  federal  wants  require,  and  we  are  now  levying  more 
than  we  want,  I,  for  one,  shall  proceed  to  reduce  the 
levy,  and  shall  have  recourse  to  the  salt  tax  as  the  lead- 
ing and  most  eminent  article  on  which  the  reduction 
should  fall.  I  put  it  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  the  articles 
for  abolition  of  duty,  both  for  the  amount  of  the  tax 
which  it  produces,  an;]  the  nature  of  the  article  itself. 
The  tax  which  it  brings  to  the  Treasury  is  about  $650,000 
per  annum;  the  article  upon  which  it  is  levied  is  one  of 
moat  universal  use  and  of  most  indispensable  necessity. 
This  tax  is  great  in  itself,  amounting  to  near  an  average 
nf  100  per  cent,  upon  the  mass  of  the  salt  imported;  but 
it  is  only  by  looking  into  the  detail  of  (he  tax,  its  amount 
upon  diflTerent  varieties  of  salt,  its  effect  upon  the  trade 
and  sale  of  the  article,  upon  its  importation  and  use,  and 
the  consequences  upon  the  agricnlture  of  the  country, 
for  want  of  adequate  supplies  of  salt,  ihat  the  weight  of 
the  tax  and  the  disastrous  efTecTts  of  its' imposition  can  be 


ascertained.  To  enable  the  Senate  to  judge  of  these  ef- 
fects and  consequences,  and  (o  render  my  remarki  more 
intelligible,  I  will  read  a  (able  of  the  importation  of  salt 
for  the  year  1835— the  last  (hat  has  been  made  up— and 
which  is  known  to  be  a  fair  iiid^x  to  the  annual  importa* 
tions  for  many  years  past.  With  (he  number  of  bushels, 
and  the  name  of  (he  country  from  which  (he  importations 
come,  will  be  given  (he  value  of  each  parcel  at  the  place 
it  was  obtained,  and  the  original  cost  per  bushel. 

Staiement  of  Ike  qwmiity  of  talt  imported  into  the  United 
Stalea  durir^  the  ytar  1835,  with  the  vahte  and  eaU 
thereof,  per  SuM&el,  at  the  plaee  from  toAicA  it  waa  im- 
ports. 


Countries. 

pUflavia. 

Talne. 

Con  per 

UUBQVI. 

Sweden  and  Norway 

8,556 

fS72 

6j  eta. 

Swedish  West  Indies  - 

6,856 

708 

1^ 

Danish  Weat  Indies 

3,351 

386 

16 

Dutch  West  Indies 

141  566 

12,967 

9 

Rngland 

2,613,077 

412,507 

164 

Ireland  - 

51.954 

12,376 

Gibraltar 

ir,832 

1,385 

Malta  - 

1,500 

118 

l\ 

British  West  Indies 

959,r86 

98,497 

10 

British  Am.  Colonies 

138,593 

30.374 

France  on  kf  editerranean 

33,648 

3,155 

Spain  on  Atlantic 

360,140 

16.760 

% 

Spain  on  Mediterranean 

101.000 

5,443 

Portugal 

780,000 

55,087 

7 

Cape  de  Verd  islands  - 
Italy  - 

8,134 

751 

9  1-10 

36,742 

1,580 

4* 

Sicily  ... 

5,786 

156 

2i 

Trieste  ... 

7,888 

355 

31 

Turkey  - 

9,377 

984 

10  1-10 

Colombia 

17,163 

1,227 

Brazil  ... 

350 

68 

Argentine  Republic 

402 

41 

Africa  - 

5,733 

615 

m 

5,735,364 

655.000 

Mr.  B.  would  remark  (hat,  salt  being  brought  in  bal- 
last, the  greatest  quantity  came-from  England,  where  we 
had  the  largest  trade;  and  that  its  Importation,  with  a 
tax  upon  it,  being  merely  incidental  to  trade,  (bit  great, 
est  quantity  came  from  the  pUce  where  it  cost  most,  and 
was  of  fur  inferior  kind,  llie  salt  from  England  was 
nearly  one  half  of  the  whole  quantity  imported,  its  coat 
was  about  sixteen  cents  a  buBhel|  and  its  quality  was  so 
inferior  that  neither  in  the  United  States  nor  in  Great 
Britain  could  it  be  used  for  curing  provisions,  fi^,  but- 
ter, or  any  thing  that  required  long  keeping,  or  expo- 
sure to  southern  beats.  Thia  was  the  salt  commonly 
called  Liverpool.  IT  was  made  by  artificial  heat,  and 
never  was,  and  never  can  be  made  pure,  as  the  mere 
agitation  of  the  boiling  prevents  the  separation  of  the 
btttem  and  other  foreign  and  poisonous  ingredients  with 
which  all  salt  water,  or  even  mineral  salt,  ismore  or  less 
impregnated.  The  other  half  of  the  imported  aalt  costs 
far  less  than  the  English  salt,  and  ia  infinitely  superior  to 
it;  so  far  superior  (hat  the  English  salt  will  not  even 
aerve  for  a  substitute  in  the  important  business  of  curing 
fish  and  flesh,  for  long  keeping  or  southern  exposure*  ' 
This  salt  was  made  by  the  action  of  the  sun  in  the 
latitudes  approaching  and  under  the  tropics.  We  be- 
gin to  obtain  it  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  large  quan- 
tity on  Turk's  Island,  and  get  it  from  all  the  islands  and 
coasts  under  the  sun's  track  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
to  the  Black  sea.  The  Cape  de  Verd  islands,  the  At- 
htnlic  and  Mediterranean  coasts  of  Sjuin  and  Portugal, 
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the  Mediterranean  coist  of  France,  ihe  two  coaala  of 
Inly,  the  islancla  In  ihe  Mediterranean,  the  costbts  of  the 
Adrialic,  Ihe  ArchipeUKo,  And  up  to  the  Black  aea,  all 
produce  it  tnd  x-nd  it  to  us.  Tbe  iab!e  which  hw  been 
read  ahowa  that  the  original  cost  of  Ibia  tah-~lhe  purest 
and  atron^at  in  the  world — is  about  nine  or  ten  cents  a 
bushel  in  the  GuKof  Mexicut  five,  six,  and  seven  cents 
on  the  coasts  of  France^  Spain,  and  Furtiipalt  Uirre  and 
four  cenls  in  Italy  and  the  Adriatic;  and  less  than  three 
cents  in  Sicily.  Yet  alt  tliisialt  bears  one  uniform  dut>; 
it  was  all  twenty  cents  a  bushel,  and  is  now  near  ten  cents 
abuaheli  aothu  while  tbe  tax  on  tbe  English  aall  isaliltle 
■pwarda  of  fifty  per  cenL  on  the  vahie,  the  nne  tax  on 
aft  tbe  other  nit  ii  from  100  to  300,  and  300,  and  near 
400  hundred  per  cent.  The  sun-made  salt  Is  chiefly 
used  in  the  great  West,  in  curing  provisions)  the  Liver- 
pool is  chiefly  used  on  the  Atlantic  coasts;  and  thus  the 
people,  in  different  sections  of  the  Union,  pay  difierenl 

.oc^eea  of  tax  upon  tbe  same  articles;  and  that  which 
colli  least  ii  taxed  moat.  A  tax  ranging  to  some  hun- 
dred per  cent,  ia  in  itself  an  enorcDoui  Uxt  and  thus  the 
duty  collected  by  the  Fedrnd  Government  from  all  the 
coDsumera  of  the  aun-nade  nit  is  in  itself  excessirei 
imounting,  in  tnan^  instances,  to  double,  treble,  or  even 
quadruple,  the  original  cost  of  the  article.  This  ia  an 
enormity  of  taxation  which  strikes  the  mind  at  the 
first  blush)  but  it  is  only  the  beginning  of  the  enormity, 
the  extent  of  which  is  only  discoverable  in  tracing  its  ef* 
fecli  to  ill  their  diversified  and  injurioua  consequeneea. 
In  the  first  place,  it  checks  and  prevenu  tbe  importation 
of  the  nit.  Coming  as  ballast,  and  not  as  sn  article  of 
commerce  on  which  profit  ia  to  be  made,  tbe  shipper 
cannot  bring  It  except  he  is  supplied  with  money  to  pay 
(he  duty,  or  surrenders  it  into  tlie  hands  of  salt  deaterF, 
OD  landing,  to  go  his  security  for  the  payment  of  the  duty, 
Thui  tbe  importation  of  tbe  article  is  itself  checked;  and 
tliis  check  ofterates  with  the  greatest  force  in  all  cases 
where  tbe  original  price  of  tbe  nit  waileat'i  and,  there- 

■fore,  where  it  operates  m«t  Injuriously  to  the  country. 

In  all  such  cases  the  tax  operates  as  a  prohibition  to 
oae  nk  ai  ballast,  and  checks  its  importation  from  all  the 
places  of  its  production  nearest  the  sun's  track,  from  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Constantinople.  In  the  next  place,  the 
ifflpoaitioQ  of  the  tax  throws  the  rail  into  the  banda  of  an 
intermediate  set  of  dealers  in  the  seaports,  who  either 
adrance  tbe  duty,  or  go  security  for  it,  and  who  thus 
become  possessed  of  nearly  all  the  aalt  which  is  im- 
ported. A  few  persona  employed  in  thia  buainess  en. 
rronthe  salt,  and  fix  the  price  for  all  in  the  market,  and 
fix  it  higher  or  lower,  not  accordinf;  to  the  cost  of  the 
article,  but  according  to  the  necessities  of  the  country, 
and  tbe  quantity  on  band,  and  the  season  of  the  year. 
Tbe  prices  at  which  they  fix  it  are  kno»n  to  all  pur- 
ohuerit  and  may  be  seeD  in  all  prieei  current.  It  is 
general^,  m  tbe  ciie  of  alum  nit,  four,  five,  ten,  or  fif- 
teen times  as  much  as  it  cost.  It  is  generally  forty,  or 
fifty,  or  sixty  cents  a  bushel,  and  nearly  tbe  same  price 
for  all  sorts,  without  my  reference  to  the  original  cost, 
whether  it  cost  three  cents,  or  five  cents,  or  ten  cenls, 
or  fifteen  cents^  a  bushel.    About  one  uniform  price  is 

{mt  on  the  whole,  and  the  purchaier  baa  to  submit  to  the 
mposition.  This  result!  from  the  efTect  of  the  tat, 
throwing  the  article,  which  is  nothing  but  balliiBt,  into 
tbe  bands  of  nit  dealers.  The  importer  dues  not  bring 
more  money  than  tbe  salt  is  worth,  to  pay  the  dutyi  he 
does  not  come  prepared  to  pay  a  heavy  duly  on  his  bal. 
last)  he  has  to  depend  upon  raising  the  money  forpajing 
tbe  duty  after  he  arrives  in  the  United  Slates;  and  this 
throws  him  into  the  hands  of  the  salt  dealer,  snd  subjects 
tbe  country  purebster  to  all  the  fair  charges  attending 
tbis  cbann  of  banda,  and  thia  eatablrahment  of  an  inter- 
mediate dealer,  who  muat  have  his  profits,  and  also  to  all 
tbe  additkmal  cactions  which  he  may  choose  to  make. 


This  should  not  be.  There  should  be  nocosis,  nor  cbsrges^ 
nnr  intermediMte  prufits,  on  such  an  ariicle  as  salt.  It 
cumes  as  ballast— as  ballast  it  ebould  be  handed  out— 
should  be  handed  from  the  sliip  tu  the  steamboal—ibould 
escape  port  charges  and  intermediate  profits;  and  this 
would  be  the  case  If  the  duty  was  abolished.  Thtu  the 
charges,  costi,  profits,  and  exactions,  in  consequence 
of  the  tax,  are  greater  than  tiiQ  tax  itself.  But  thia  is 
not  all)  a  further  injury,  resulting  from  the  tax,  ia  yet  to 
be  inflicted  upon  the  consumer.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
measured  bushel  of  alum  nit — and  all  sun-made  nit  is 
alum  nit — it  ia  well  known  that  a  bushel  of  this  nit 
weighs  about  eigbty-fi  or  poundii  yet  the  custom-bome 
bushel  goes  by  weight,  and  not  by  measure,  and  fifty-six 
pounds  is  there  the  bushel.  Thus  tbe  comumer,  in  con- 
sequence of  having  the  nit  sent  through  the  custom-hotisr, 
is  shifted  from  the  measured  to  the  weighed  bushel,  trd 
loaea  twenty-eight  pounds  by  the  operation.  But  this  is 
not  his  whole  ion;  the  intermediate  nit  dealer  deducta 
six  pounds  more,  and  gives  fifty  pounds  for  tlie  bushel; 
and  thus  this  taxed  and  custom-housed  article,  after  paying 
tome  hundred  per  cent,  to  the  Government,  and  several 
hundred  per  cent,  more  to  the  regraters,  is  worked  into 
a  loss  of  thirty-four  pounds  on  eveay  bushel.  All  these 
losses  and  impositions  would  vanisli,  if  nil  was  freed  from 
tbe  necessity  ofpassing  the  custoat-huusesi  and  to  do  that, 
it  must  be  freed  in  ioto  from  taxation.  The  slightest  duty 
would  operate  nearly  the  whole  mischief;  fur  it  would 
throw  the  article  into  the  hands  of  regraien,  and  would 
substitute  the  weighed  for  the  measured  bushel. 

Such  are  the  direct  injuries  of  tbe  ult  tax;  a  tax  enor- 
moua  in  itself,  disproportionate  in  its  application  to  the 
same  article  in  different  parta  of  the  Union,  and  bearing 
hardest  upon  that  kind  which  is  cheapeEt,  beat,  and  most 
indispenMble.  I'he  levy  to  the  Government  ia  enor- 
mous, $650,000  per  annum  upon  an  article  only  worth 
about  $£00,000;  but  what  tbe  Government  receive*  is  a 
trifle,  compared  to  whatis  exae'ed  by  the  regralei^what 
is  lost  in  the  difference  between  Ihe  weighed  and  tbe  meas- 
ured bushel — and  the  lonwhich  the  farmer  sustaina  for 
want  of  adequate  supplies  of  salt  fur  his  slock,  and  their 
food.  Assuming  the  Government  tax  to  be  ten  cents  a 
busHd,  the  average  coat  of  alum  salt  to  be  aeven  cents,  and 
the  regrater's  price  to  be  fifty  cents,  and  it  is  clear  that  be 
receives  upwards  of  three  timet  as  much  as  tbe  Govern- 
ment does;  and  that  llie  tribute  to  thoae  regraters  is  near 
two  millions  of  dollars  per  annum.  Assuming,  again, 
thht  thirty-four  pnunds  in  the  bunhel  are  lu&t  to  (he  con- 
sumer in  ihe  substitution  of  the  weighed  for  the  measur- 
ed bushel,  and  here  is  another  loss  amountirg  to  nearly 
three  eighths  of  the  value  of  the  salt;  that  is  to  say,  to 
about  $250,000  on  an  importation  of  $650,000  worth. 

These  detailed  views  of  the  operation  and  effecta  of 
the  ult  duty,  continued  Mr,  U.,  place  the  burdena  of 
(hat  tax  in  tbe  most  odious  and  revohing  light;  but  the 
picture  is  not  yet  comp'ele;  two  other  features  are  to  be 
introduced  into  it,  each  of  which,  separately,  and  still 
more,  both  put  together,  go  far  to  double  its  enormity, 
and  to  cany  the  iniquity  cf  such  a  tax  up  to  the  very 
verge  of  criminality  and  sinfulness.  The  first  uf  these 
features  is,  in  the  lun  which  the  farmers  sustain  for  want 
of  adequate  supplies  of  lalt  for  their  stock;  and  Ihe  aec- 
ond,  from  the  fact  that  the  duty  Is  a  one-sided  tax, 
being  imposed  only  on  some  sections  of  the  Uniop,  and 
not  at  sll  upon  snother  section  of  tbe  Union. 

A  few  details  will  verify  these  additional  features- 
First,  as  tu  the  loss  which  the  country  sustains  for  want 
of  adequate  supplies  of  salt.  Every  prictical  man  knows 
that  every  description  of  atock  requires  sail;  hngs,  hor- 
ses, cattle,  sheeptand  that  all  the  prepared  food  of  cat- 
tle requires  it  also— bay,  fodder,  clover,  shuck*-,  &c.  In 
£ngUnd  it  ia  ascertained,  by  experience,  that  ahcep  re- 
quire, each,  balf  a  fKHiod  «  week,  which  is  twenty-eigbt 
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poandf,  or  UM  •  euttom-houte  biuhelt  per  tnnumi  ovs 
require  a  bushel  tnd  k  half  per  annumi  young  caltle  a 
bushelt  firaught  horsra  and  draught  cattle  a  bushel) 
colts  and  young  cattle  from  three  peeks  to  a  bushel 
each  per  annnmi  and  it  was  computed  in  England,  be- 
fore (lie  abolition  of  the  aslt  tax  there,  that  the  stock  of 
the  English  farmers,  for  want  of  adequate  suppliet  of 
Mit,  wat  injured  to  in  •nnual  amount  far  beyond  the 
product  of  the  tax.  Dr.  Young,  before  a  cqrnmitlee  of 
the  British  House  of  Commons,  and  upon  oath,  testified 
to  fail  belief  that  the  use  of  salt,  free  of  tax,  would  bene- 
fit the  agricultural  interest,  in  the  Increased  value  of 
their  stock  atone,  to  the  annual  amount  of  three  millions 
sterling;  near  fifteen  nullionsor dollars.  Such  wasthe  in- 
jury of  the  sail  tax  in  England  to  the  s^ricuUural  interest, 
10  tlie  single  article  of  stock.  What  the  injury  mi^t  be 
to  the  sgricuitural  interest  in  the  United  States,  on  the 
same  article,  on  account  of  the  stinted  use  of  salt,  occasion- 
ed by  the  tax,  might  be  raguely  conceived  from  general 
observation  and  a  few  established  facts.  In  the  first  place 
it  fu  known  to  every  body  that  stock  in  our  country  was 
stinted  for  salt;  that  neither  hogs,  horses,  cattle,  nor  sheep, 
received  any  thing  near  the  quantity  found  by  experience 
to  be  necessary  in  England}  and,  as  for  their  food,  that 
little  or  no  salt  was  put  npon  it  in  the  United  States; 
while,  in  England,  ten  or  fifteen  pounds  of  salt  to  the 
ton  of  hay,  clover,  &c.,  was  used  in  curing  it.  Takings 
single  branch  of  the  stock  of  the  United  States,  that  of 
aheep,  and  more  decided  evidence  of  ihe  deplorable  de- 
ficiency of  salt  can  be  produced.  The  sheep  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  computed  by  the  wool  growers,  in  1832, 
in  their  petitions  to  Congress,  at  twenty  millions)  this 
number,  at  half  a  bushel  each,  would  require  about  ten 
millions  of  bushels;  now,  the  Whole  supply  of  salt  in  the 
United  States,  both  home-made  and  imported,  barely  ex- 
ceeds ten  miliionsi  so  that,  if  the  sheep  received  an  ade- 
quate supply,  there  would  not  remain  a  pound  for  any 
other  purpose.  Of  course,  the  sheep  did  not  receive  an 
adequate  supply,  nor  perhaps  the  fourth  part  of  what 
VM  necesaaryi  and  so  of  all  other  stock.  To  give  an 
opinion  of  the  total  loss  to  the  sgricuitural  interest  in  the 
United  Stages,  for  want  of  the  free  use  of  this  article, 
would  require  the  minute,  cnm,-)rehensive,  sagacious, 
and  peeulisr  turn  of  mind  of  Dr.  Young;  but  it  may  be 
auSicient  for  the  argument,  and  for  all  practical  purpo- 
ses, t<i  assume  that  our  loss,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  our  stock,  is  greater  than  that  of  Ihe  English  farmers, 
and  amounts  to  fifteen  or  twenty  tintes  the  value  of  the 
tax  itself! 

That  (he  duty  upon  nit  Is  a  one-wled  tax — a  lax  upon 
aome  sections  of  the  Union,  and  not  upon  other  parts — 
results  from  the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances,  which 
■re  only  applicable  to  the  Northeastern  Stutes.  These 
bounties  and  allowances  are  founded  upon  the  salt  tax,  and 
proceed  upon  the  assumptioo  of  reimbursing  to  the  fish- 
ing interest  the  amount  of  the  duty  paid  upon  Ihe  salt 
which  is  put  upon  the  fish  whteh  is  exported  from  the 
United  States.    Upon  this  assumption*  about  tix  millions 
and  a  half  of  dollars  have  been  drawn  from  the  federal 
Treasury;  and  the  payment  is  still  going  on  at  the  rale 
of  about  $350,000  per  annum.    Our  constitution  de- 
clares, and,  tf  it  did  not,  the  first  principles  of  common 
justice  would  prescribe,  that  taxes  snd  dutiea  should  be 
uniform  and  equal  throughout  the  Union;  but  here  la  no 
uniformity,  no  equality.    The  whole  fax  that  is  assumed 
to  be  paid  in  one  section  of  the  Union,  and  far  more  than 
ia  actually  paid,  is  refunded,  to  that  quarter;  not  a  cent  is 
refunded  in  the  other  quarters  of  the  Union.  Thus, 
what  is  a  grievous  tax  in  some  sections  of  the  Union,  is 
no  tax  at  all,  but,  on  the  contrary  a  money-miiking  busi- 
ness, in  another  quarter.    This  is  unjust;  it  is  unconati- 
tutiunal)  it  ia  odious  and  reprehensible.    Formerly,  at 
tbe  suppression  of  the  sJt  tax,  in  We.  JefiTerson's  lime. 


the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances  were  abolished;  and 
in  a  bill  which  I  myself  Introduced  for  the  suppression 
of  the  tax  some  yeara  ago,  the  abolition  of  these  bounties 
and  allowances  was  made  part  of  its  enactments;  but 
opposition  was  made  to  it  in  Ihe  Senate;  and  in  the  par- 
tial reduction  of  the  tax  which  took  place  in  the  bill 
from  the  flouse  of  Representatives,  no  corresponding 
diminution  had  been  made  in  the^  fishing  bounties  and 
allowances.  The  present  proposition  to  abi^ish  the  salt 
tax  made  no  alteration  in  these  bounties  snd  allowances. 
They  were  permitted  to  stand,  although  the  whole  founda- 
tion might  be  removed  on  which  they  rested.  Without 
admitting  the  equity  of  this  forbearance,  I  am  not  dis. 
posed  to  depart  from  it.  I  shall  make  no  motion  to 
abolish  these  allowaneest  but  I  draw  an  argoment  from 
it,  addressed  both  to  our  fellow-citizens  of  the  North- 
east and  to  those  of  Ihe  other  sections  of  the  Union;  i( 
is  an  argument  addressed  to  the  equity  of  one  side  to  re- 
tinqtiiahi  and  to  the  injured  rights  of  the  other  to  de- 
mand the  repeal  of  a  tax,  which  ia  a  tax  on  aome  quar- 
ters of  the  Union,  and  not  on  another  part;  which  ia  a 
burden  so  unequal,  so  unjust,  so  partial,  so  contrary  to 
the  declarations  of  the  constitution,  and  so  incompatible 
with  the  principles  of  taxation  in  a  country  of  equal 
laws  and  equal  rights. 

I  think  reasons  enough  have  been  given  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  this  tax;  but  another  reason  remains  to  be  advan- 
ced. There  is  a  compromise  in  this  case  also — a  com- 
pact— a  bargain — for  this  abolition;  one  well  known  to 
our  legislative  hlatory,  and  as  binding  on  the  honor  of 
the  parlies  as  any  such  compromise  can  ever  be.  The 
present  duty  was  imposed  on  a  pledge  to  be  taken  olT  in 
a  certain  contingency,  which  contingency  has  long  since 
happened.  I'he  circumstances  are  these,  and  they  will 
be  recollected  by  some  now  present  on  this  floor;  and 
if  their  memories  fail  them,  recorded  evidence  will  sup- 
ply the  defect.  The  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain  found  this  article  free  of  tax;  it  had  been 
made  free  in  Mr.  Jefierson's  time,  and  remained  so  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  As  a  eonsequence  of  in- 
ereaaed  expenses,  new  taxes  were  resorted  to  for  the 
support  of  the  war;  and  it  was  proposed  to  revive  the 
duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel  on  imported  salt.  The 
imposition  of  the  tax  was  vehemently  resisted,  but  finally 
carried.  The  Cato  of  America,  the  patriarchal  Mr. 
Hacon,  though  in  favor  of  the  war,  and  of  the  measures 
to  make  it  successful,  resisted  to  the  last  the  imposition 
of  this  tax,  which  was  finally  carried  by  the  small  ma- 
jority of  twenty-two  votes.  It  was  nut  until  a  year  afler 
the  war  wu  declared,  and  when  the  Treuury  was  driv- 
en to  extremity  for  money,  that  a  tax  on  this  article  of 
prime  necessity  could  be  imposed.  The  war  was  de- 
clared in  July,  1813;  the  salt  lax  was  imposed  in  July, 
1813;  and  then  as  a  war  tax,  as  a  temporsry  measure, 
to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain, 
•Undfor  one  year  after  its  termination."  So  aaya  the 
statute.  The  war  terminated  in  February,  1815,  and  in 
February,  1816,  the  tax  on  salt  should  have  ceased;  but 
a  heavy  debt  had  been  incurred  by  the  war;  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  taxes  lo  pay  that  debt;  and  the  salt 
tax,  among  olherr,  was  continued  for  that  purpoae,  upon 
the  most  solemn  assurances  of  being  abolished  when  the 
war  debt  was  paid.  This  event  has  now  occurred.  The 
war  debt  is  paid.  The  contingency  for  the  abolition  of 
the  tax  has  again  happened;  and  the  fulfilment  of  the 
pledgessosolemnly  pledged  is  now  as  solemnly  dcmsnded. 

These  being  the  great  and  cogent  reasons  for  abolish- 
ing the  duty  on  this  article  of  prime  necessity,  the  ques- 
tion presents  itself,  what  are  the  opposing  reasons?  what 
can  be  said  against  it'  To  this  question  we  find  it  an- 
swered by  the  speakers  on  the  other  side,  [Messrs.  Cai- 
BODH  and  pBKSToir,]  that  the  act  of  1833  forbids  it; 
and  by  another,  [Hr.  Davis,]  that  the  fishing  bounties 
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and  allowancei  will  be  endangered,  ami  that  the  protec- 
tion due  to  tlte  salt  manuractoriei  will  be  withdrawn 
from  them.  To  two  of  thoae  reatons,  TuU  and  explicit 
aniwera  have  already  been  given.  The  act  of  1833, 
■o  far  as  it  Rtieiiq>tf  to  tie  up  the  haoda  of  Congresa 
for  nine  yw%,  and  to  preverd  them  from  perKirm* 
tng  a  eoiialilutional  duty  within  that  timet  >■  »  nullity. 
Aiauehit  has  already  been  treated,  and  that  by  the 
identical  persons  now  compoaingr  the  Senate  and  Houae 
of  Representatives.  In  the  month  of  June  last,  and  by 
a  clear  vote  of  Ihc  majority  of  the  two  Houses,  approved 
by  the  President,  the  dutiea  on  wines,  Ihea  far  above 
30  per  eent.,  and  in  iome  instancea  100  per  cent.,  were 
reduced  one  half.  This  vat  done  in  open  eontnvention 
of  the  terms  of  the  eompromiae  law;  and  is  a  legal  dec- 
laration, by  each  House  and  by  the  President,  that  there 
is  nothing  to  that  act  which  can  arrest  or  ought  to  arrest 
the  action  of  Congress,  when  it  thinks  proper  to  act. 
Besides,  compromise  can  be  quoted  in  favor  of  this  re- 
duction alsot  for  the  duly  was  revived,  as  baa  beenahown, 
as  a  temporary  imposition— as  a  war  tax— only  to  con- 
tinue till  the  war  with  Great  Britain  was  over,  and  after- 
wards until  the  war  debt  was  pMd,  and  with  ezplieit 
pledges  then  to  be  taken  ofT. 

Witli  respect  to  the  fishing  bounties  and  allowanaea, 
the  bill  doea  not  propose  to  touch  them;  and  it  is  un- 
necessary to  conjure  up,  through  the  medium  of  alarm, 
an  oppoaition  from  the  6shing  interest  on  that  account. 
Their  intcrwt  ia  antouchedt  why  can  they  not  be  autet? 
Why  not  let  this  bill  passf—thia  bill,  which  relievea 
others,  and  injures  not  them.  Some  years  sgo  I  moved  the 
abolition  of  these  fishing  allowinces,  as  a  sequence  (o  the 
abolition  of  the  salt  duty.  The  whole  fishing  interest 
rose  up  against  it;  and  at  that  I  did  not  marvel  much, 
for  it  touched  their  interests.  Now,  we  propose  lo 
abolish  the  tax,  and  let  the  fishing  bounties  stand;  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Hr.  Davis]  objects;  and  at 
thia  I  marvel  grAtlyi  for  it  doea  not  touch  the  interest 
of  his  constituents.  Thus,  the  ftshermen  rise  up  against 
us,  whether  we  disturb  tliem  or  not;  so  that  there  ia  no 
way  to  relieve  ourselves  without  exciting  their  opposi- 
tion. We  have  to  encounter  their  opposition,  whether 
we  disturb  their  interest  or  not;  and,  this  beingthe  case, 
they  will  have  nobody  but  themaelves  (o  blame  if,  un- 
successful in  our  attempt  to  abolish  the  duty  now,  with- 
out touching  the  allowances  founded  upon  it,  we  should, 
at  the  next  session,  at  the  introduction  of  another  bill, 
copy  the  act  which  was  passed  in  Mr.  JefTerson'a  time, 
and  proceed  against  the  whole  tngeiher. 

The  third  objection  ha«  not  been  answered,  and  re- 
quires flomeihing  more  of  development  and  detail.  It 
invokra  (he  principle  of  the  protective  policy  for  the 
preservation  of  this  duly,  and  calla  on  the  friends  of  that 
policy  (o  rally  in  its  defence.  Cbiming  to  be  a  friend 
to  the  domestic  induatry  of  the  country  mjrself,  and  al- 
ways voting  in  fiivor  of  protection  to  it  as  incidental  to 
the  revenue-raising  power,  when  proper  occasions  are 
presented,  I  have  now  to  inquire  whether  the  contin- 
uance of  this  duly  can  be  vindicated  on  that  principle.  I 
maintain  that  it  cannot;  and  appeal  to  all  the  recognised 
principles  of  the  protective  policy  for  the  correctness  of 
ihis  opinion.  What  are  those  principles?  They  are, 
first,  that  the  protected  article  must  be  a  necessary  of 
life,  fur  (he  production  of  which  we  should  be  independ- 
ent, if  we  can,  of  foreign  nations.  Secondly,  that  it 
must  be  an  anicle  requiring  skill  and  capital  in  its  pro- 
dtiction,  and,  therefore,  necessary  to  be  shielded,  during 
its  inrancy,  from  rivalship  of  perfected  skill  and  scciimu- 
laled  capital  in  old  countries.  Tlitrdly,  that,  with  rea- 
sonable protection,  for  a  reasonable  time,  the  domestic 
manufacture  will  become  established,  and  will  supply 
the  country  with  the  aame  article,  better  and  cheaper 
than  it  comes  from  abroad. 


These  are  the  principles  on  which  the  protective  pol. 
icy  rests;  and  now  let  us  test  their  application  to  the  ar- 
ticle in  question.  In  the  first  place,  is  it  a  necemrjr  of 
life?  To  (hat  the  answer  Is  affirmative,  and  the  teai,  in 
this  particulsr,  is  favorable.  In  the  next  place,  is  it  sn 
article  requiring  skill  and  capital  in  the  manufacture.'  To 
this  the  anawer  is,  that  with  respect  to  the  skill,  none  is 
requisite;  that  either  in  making  salt  by  artificial  heit  or 
solar  evaporation,  the  process  is  so  simple  that  the  mered 
ignoramus  can  perform  it;  with  respect  to  capital,  wheth- 
er by  sinking  wells  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  or  lift- 
ing water  from  the  sea  on  the  maritime  coast,  very  little 
cspital  ia  necessary  i  and  at  these  two  points  the  test  fsili, 
and  the  protection  vanishes.  Thirdly,  will  ressoatble 
protection,  for  a  reasonsble  time,  secure  sn  adequate 
supply  of  the  domestic  article  cheaper  or  better,  or  even 
as  good  and  as  cheap,  as  the  foreign  article?  And  here 
the  test  becomes  utterly  fatal  to  (he  claim  of  protection. 
For  the  salt  duties,  with  a  brief  intermtssiun  of  six  yein— 
From  1807  lo  1613 — have  now  continued  almost  half  i 
century,  and  at  the  enormous  rate  of  several  hnndred 
per  cent,  i  and  the  domestic  supply  is  utterly  deficient  in 
quantity,  and  still  more  In  quality,  and  fiir  higher  thin 
the  foreign  in  price.  Upwards  of  half  the  salt  used  in 
the  country  is  still  obtained  from  abroad ;  the  whole  orihit 
used  in  the  provision  trade  ia  still  so  obtained;  indlfte 
price  of  the  home-made  article  is  often  30,  40,  or  50  crnts 
for  the  reg^ater's  bushel  of  50  pounds — in  reality  about 
two  pecks  and  a  half— while  the  foreign  iHide.especialljr 
the  pure  alum  salt,  costs  originally  from  3  cents  to  about 
9  cents  for  the  measured  bushel  «f  about  eighly-four 
pounds;  and,  coming  as  ballast,  it  would  cost  no  morr, 
were  it  not  for  the  duly,  in  the  seaport  towns  of  the 
United  States,  than  it  does  at  the  place  of  its  production. 
Thia  test  ia  fatal.  Of  common  salt,  near  fifty  yesra'  ri- 
Iravagant  protection  has  not  produced  any  adequate 
quantity— iKtt  more  than  about  five  millions  of  bu^b 
per  animm,' which  is  only  half  enough  for  the  sheep 
alone  of  the  country.  Of'^alum  sa^,  it  may  be  assumtd 
that  none  is  made;  for,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  there 
is  none;  Ihe  establi&hmenta  on  some  parts  of  the  New 
Bngland  coasts  only  supplying  a  neighborhood  demand' 
In  the  Great  West,  where  it  is  most  needed,  snd  where 
it  is  indispensable  to  Ihe  provision  trade,  not  a  pound  of 
solar-made  alum  salt  is  produced.  This  is  enough;  buti 
further  view  yet  remains  Id  be  taken.  The  salt  irann- 
iactortea  in  the  United  States  are  divided  into  two  dae- 
est  those  of  the  Interior,  which  draw  wattr  from  welli 
and  boil  ill  and  those  of  the  maritime  coast,  which  lift  it 
from  Ihe  sea,  and  evaporate  it  by  the  heat  of  the  iun. 
The  former  are  protected  by  distance;  the  latter  have 
had  it  long  enough;  and  if  they  cannot  now  ltar.d 
alone,  let  them  fall.  It  is  no  part  of  the  protec- 
tive policy  to  perpetuate  protection,  to  increase  pri- 
vate profits,  without  accomplishing  the  naiiovl  ob- 
ject of  procuring  a  home  aupply  on  cheaper  and  belter 
terms  than  from  abroail.  Protective  duties  were  nerrr 
intended  to  pamper  private  cupMity,  at  the  expenaeof 
public  good.  They  were  not  invented  to  perpetuate  and 
accomulale  private  wealth,  but  to  promote  and  dilTiKe 
public  benefits.  When  they  fail  or  cease  lo  promote 
the  public  good,  the  reason  for  them  ceaites.  Finally, 
the  present  duty  was  not  laid  for  protection,  but  for 
revenue.  It  was  solely,  and  in  all  the  periods  of  its  im- 
position, simply  and  exclusively  a  revenue  messtire. 
The  original  duty  of  six  cents  a  bushel  was  laid  in  1789, 
along  with  other  duties,  to  raise  money  to  dischsrge  the 
debt  of  the  Revolution,  and  lo  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
Government.  It  was  raised  to  twenty  cents  per  bushel 
in  1797,  in  the  time  of  Ihe  elder  Mr.  Adams,  and  lo  aid  in 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  preparationa  occasioned  b^ 
the  proapeet  of  a  war  with  France.  Being  Buppresied 
in  Ihe  time  of  Mr.  Jrfierson,  it  was  revived  In  1813,  si« 
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i!var  ttx,  to  continue  during  the  war,  and  for  one  year 
ftfter  ita  terniination.  At  the  end  of  the  war  it  wis  con- 
tinued, with  other  tixea,  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  war. 
TbuB  »l)  claim  to  the  continuance  of  the  tax,  aa  a  protec- 
tion due  to  the  manufacturera  of  salt,  entirely  vaniahea, 
ftitd  learei  that  argument  without  a  particle  of  founda- 
tion to  rest  upon. 

It  is  now  above  eight  yeara  (continued  Hr.  B.)  aince  I 
began  this  war  upon  the  aalt  tax.  When  I  6nt  began 
it,  the  venerable  and  venerated  Hr.  Macon  waa  a  mem- 
ber of  tbia  body.  From  hit  deteataiion  of  this  tax  I 
learnt  to  abhor  it;  and  to  bis  aagacioua  mind,  to  bii  en- 
lightened experienoe,  and  to  hia  philoeophical  obaerva* 
tion,  I  am  indebted  for  many  of  the  ai^umr nia  which  I 
have  used  againat  it.  I  wan,  comparatively,  young  and 
aanguinei  he  aged  and  considerate.  I  expected  my 
apeechea  to  put  down  the  taxj  he  counted  but  little  on 
the  eflect  of  apeechea  against  intereat  and  numbers.  On 
one  occasion,  when  I  bad  signally  failed  of  my  expected 
teaulta,  getting  no  votes  in  return  for  many  good  argu- 
ments, he  said  to  me,  in  ttte  lone  of  despair,  that  we 
abould  never  auoceed:  New  York  and  her  forty  votea 
waa  against  uar  This,  indeed,  was  diaeouraging;  it  brought 
him  to  despair,  and  me  to  doubt.  Dut  despair  now  van- 
ishes; hope  breaks  int  light  appears  ui  the  very  quarter 
where  lately  the  black  cloud  hung.  New  York  is  for  us; 
and  this  very  movement — this  bill  iuelf,  for  the  instant 
and  total  abolition  of  the  impious  tax— is  a  New  York 
movement.  The  Senator  from  that  State,  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  [Mr.  Wbioht,]  brings  in  the 
bill.  He  aupporti  it  with  the  distinguidied  ability  and 
the  disinterested  seat  which  illustrate  bis  diaracter. 
Uia  exposition,  at  the  presentation  of  his  bill,  waa  the 
guarantee  of  its  success)  and  I  aenl  off  that  exposition, 
aa  a  tribute  worthy  to  be  offered,  to  him  who  waa  the 
oldest  and  noblest  opponent  of  unjust  taxation,  and  the 
wisest  and  steadiest  friend  of  the'righ(s  of  the  people. 
He  sent  me  back,  in  reply,  iheae  characteristic  words: 
that  the  repeal  of  this  tax  would  be  a  proof  that  righte- 
ousness had  not  yet  left  the  earth.  To  the  good  work, 
then,  let  us  all  stand.  Cheerily,  let  us  stand  to  it.  Let 
us  suppress  this  odious  lax.  President  Jackson,  in  bis 
last  annual  measage,  recommends  the  laskt  New  York 
leadaofT)  Macon  bestows  his  benediction;  tlie  productive 
classes  await  llie  reaull.  And  in  thia  first  movement — 
this  auspicious  commencement — we  all  see  the  earnest 
of  the  future,  and  tlie  wisdom  of  that  policy  which  has 
taken,  ftv  our  next  President,  tlie  fVivd  and  supporter 
of  the  present  one;  and  taken  him  from  a  Slate  whose 
lead  is  as  poweylul  and  cfficaeiotit  as  it  is  patriotic  and 
judicious. 

When  Mr.  Bkxtoit  sat  down, 

Hr.  DAVIS  obtained  the  floor,  and  was  about  to  ad- 
dress the  Senate,  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W£BS1'BR, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


WuDaXSDlT,  FZBKCART  22. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  DILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  conaideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Indian  department  for  1837. 

Ur.  W.  explained,  at  some  length,  the  various  provis- 
ions of  the  billi  and  the  several  amendments  to  the  hill 
proposed  by  the  committee  were  considered  and  ailopted. 

Messrs.  SEVIBR,  LINN,  CALHOUN,  ami  TIPTON, 
participated  in  a  discussion,  cliieSy  relating  to  the  remo- 
val and  location  of  the  Indians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WIII  I  E,  the  bill  was  amended  lo 
aa  to  authorize  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  the  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  generally,  instead  uf  southwest  of  ilie 
Arkansas. 


The  bill,  having  been  still  further  amended,  on  motions 
of  Messrs.  SEVIER  and  WHITE,  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

ARer  taking  up  and  considering  two  or  three  other 
bills. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

THDKSIIi.T,  FxaBDABT  33. 

HEDUCTION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
reduce  Ihe  duties  on  certain  imports;  and  the  question 
being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  to  strike  from  the 
bill  the  article  of  common  salt,  the  effect  of  which  is  to 
retain  the  protecting  duty  now  levied  on  lhat  article- 
Mr.  DAVIS  rose  and  said,  lhat  as  the  motion  had,  on 
a  former  day,  called  forth  much  discussion  in  opposition, 
he  felt  bound  to  justify  himself  in  proposing  it;  and  lie 
would  here  lake  the  occasion  lo  say  that  lie  was gr^itified 
that  this  bill,  instead  uf  sleeping  on  the  files,  had  been 
brought  under  discussion,  for  Iwu  reasons: 

First.  The  revenue  was  greater  than  the  dentands  of 
the  United  States  required,  and. therefore  ought  to  be 
reduced;  and,  as  be  approved  of  most  uf  this  bill,  he  was 
anxious  to  give  it  his  support.  He  should  du  so,  if  it  re- 
ceived some  modificationa,  so  as  to  save  a  large  body  uf 
the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  from  a  sudden,  unexpected, 
and  probably  a  great  reverse  of  their  atfairs. 

Second.  If  the  bill  passed  in  its  present  form,  it  would 
he  a  distinct  declaration  to  Ihe  country  that  the  policy  of 
the  comil^  administration  would  be  to  agitate  this  sub- 
ject, and  lo  revive  the  struggles  of  the  opposing  sections 
of  the  country,  which  had  tor  a  time  subsided.  If  this 
waa  to  be  the  policy,  he  was  gratified  to  have  it  thus 
early  announced;  for  those  who  had  spread  their  canvass 
lo  catch  the  breeze  could  reef  or  take  in  sail  before  the 
political  storm  reached  Ibem.  It  was  better  to  be  ad- 
viseil  of  its  approach  than  to  be  suddenly  overwhelmed 
by  its  violence.  He  had  nothing  to  regret  in  seeing  this 
subject  under  consideration,  though  he  should  prcbs  for 
some  amendments  which  he  deemed  important.  He 
should  not,  in  hia  remarks,  touch  upon  (he  generitl  sub- 
ject of  protecting  the  great  industry  uf  the  country,  but 
should  confine  himself  to  the  matter  in  hand,  and  would 
show  di&liiictly  that  common  salt  had  long  been  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  States;  that  it  had  on  several  occa- 
tiona  been  countenanced  by  the  Federitl  Government; 
that  a  large  capital  was  employed  in  it;  that  the  duty 
was  now  more  than  twenty  per  cent.;  lhat  it  falls  within 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1833,  commonly  called  the 
coropromiae  act,  and  consequenUy  ctnnot  be  retained  in 
Ih'-s  bill  without  modifying  the  termii  of  that  act,  which 
some  gentlemen  at  least  afKrm  to  be  sacred.  If  he 
proved  all  this^  he  felt  well  assured  that  this  bill,  if  it 
became  a  law,  making  common  aall  free  of  duty,  must  be 
held  by  the  country  as  a  declaration  which  could  not  be 
misuiHlerslood;  lhat  the  lariF  of  duties  was  lo  be  the 
subject  of  political  agitation  at  future  sessions  as  well  as 
at  this. 

The  time  was  when  it  was  deemed  high  and  palriutrc 
service  to  the  country  lo  promote  the  manufacture  uf 
salt.  All  admit  it  to  i>e  an  arlicle  of  the  first  necessity, 
as  it  entera  into  tlie  consumption  of  man  and  beast;  and 
uf  universal  necesssily,  for  the  laws  of  our  natures  make 
it  almost  as  indispemeble  to  our  existence  a«  the  air  we 
breathe.  This  was  early  urged  as  a  reason  why  we 
should  not  rely  upon  the  uncertain  supplies  aflbrdcd 
from  foreign  countries  by  commerce,  which  is  liable  at 
all  times  to  be  interrupted  by  wars  and  reatriclions, 
but  should  have  supplies  affurdtd  from  our  own  produc- 
tion, which  would  be  certain  and  uufaiUng  in  all  contin- 
gencies. 

This  matter  was  brought  (o  the  test  in  the  revolution- 
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arjr  w«r.  Commerce  v»  brokf  n  up,  ind  the  lapplie* 
10  ulterljr  failed  that  the  privttion  tnd  distrets  was  fp-eat, 
M  the  journi)  of  the  Congreei  during  thit  period  will 

The  price  became  to  grett  thit  even  the  Government 
eould  not  obtain  it  for  the  armyt  and  I  need  state  no  oth- 
er bet  to  ihow  that  It  waa  out  of  the  reach  of  the  poori 
who  were  oblifced  to  yield  to  the  diatreaung  privation. 

In  July.  1775,  Congresa  raised  a  committee  of  thir- 
lern,  "to  Inquire  into  the  ca-iieat  and  ctieapest  method 
of  making  aalt  in  the  coloniea." 

In  December,  1775,  "  Eetotved,  That  as  the  importa- 
tion of  any  univenally  necrmry  commodity,  and  the 
exportation  of  our  produce  to  purchaae  ihe  eame,  must 
give  a  proportionally  greater  opportunity  to  otir  ene- 
mies of  making  depredations  on  the  property  of  the 
inhabitants  of  these  colonies,  and  of  occasionally  distress- 
ing them  by  Intercepting  such  eommodiiies,  it  is  ear- 
nestly recommended  to  tlie  Mveral  sssemblies  or  con- 
ventions immediately  to  promote,  by  sufficient  public 
encouragrments,  the  making  salt  in  their  respective 
coloniea." 

June  3, 1777,  "  Semhed,  That  a  committee  of  three 
be  appointed,  to  devbe  wayaand  means  for  aupplying 
the  United  States  with  salt." 

June  13,  ]777|  **Re>olvtdt  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  several  Slates  to  offer  such  liberal  encouragement 
to  persons  importing  salt  as  they  shall  judge  will  be 
tflTectual,"  fcc. 

<*Tbat  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to 
erect  and  encourage,  in  the  most  liberal  and  effectual 
manner,  proper  worka  for  the  nuking  of  aall.** 

These  are  some  of  the  resolves  of  that  distinguished 
body,  which  indicate  the  grievous  scarcity  of  that  arti- 
cle, and  the  privation  and  suffering  both  in  and  out  of 
the  army  in  consequence  of  it. 

In  reaponie  to  ttiis  public  demand,  he  ssid  he  was  in- 
formed that  Ihe  worka  upon  Cape  Cod,  in  Maasachuselts, 
were  commenced,  and  have  bem  continued  from  thence 
down  to  this  time.  Tliey,  therefore,  had  this  early 
ori|;in  in  an  appeal  to  the  patriotic  to  meliorate  the  suf- 
ferings of  their  countrymen. 

When  the  Federal  Government  went  into  operation,  in 
1789,  under  tlie  constitution,  Ihe  first  work  of  C"ngres!>, 
after  providing  Ihe  forms  of  the  oaths  necessary  to 
organizallon,  was  to  pass  that  memorable  act  with  tliis 
preamble:  "  Whereas  it  is  necessary,  for  the  aupport  of 
Government,  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  and  the  encouragement  of  manu^cturea, 
that  duties  be  laid  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
imported:  Be  it  enacted,"  Etc.  This  act  imposed  a  duly 
on  salt  of  six  cents  a  bushel.  The  duty,  therefor^, 
which  the  Senator  from  from  Missouri  [Mr.  naKToii] 
has  condemned  as  odious,  and  assigned  it  to  the  admin- 
istration of  Mr.  Adamt,  as  if  that  cast  upon  it  additional 
infamy,  waa  the  first  act  of  the  first  Congress  under 
George  Washington.  In  1790  it  was  raised  to  twelve 
centi^  and  in  1797  to  twenty  cents.  Odinus  as  it  waa 
represented  to  be,  it  was  continued  until  1807*  the  last 
year  of  Mr.  JelTerson'a  administration,  when  it  was  all 
removed,  and  salt  was  imported  free  of  duty.  Twenty- 
tire  years  lisd  then  e'apsed  since  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  the  privations  and  distress  of  that  period  had  faded 
out  of  the  memories  of  meni  and  with  this  oblivion  of 
the  past  they  forgot  the  occssioii  which  had  excited  (he 
public  to  encourage  borne  production.  The  country 
passed  on  till  1813,  when  the  duty  of  twenty  cents  a 
buriiel  was  restored,  ahd  ao  continued  till  1830.  The 
embargo,  the  non-intercuurse  acts,  and  the  late  war, 
brought  a  new  pressure  upon  ,  the  country,  and  frebh 
BufTering,  which  again  reminded  the  people  that  salt 
waa  an  article  indispensable  to  their  comfort,  and  that 
the  supplies  by  commerce  were  uncertun  and  liable  to 


interruptions.  The  article  rose  to  an  extravagant  price, 
sellifig  in  many  parts  of  Ihe  country  it  more  Uian  five 
dollarathe  bushel,  (as  he  had  been  well  informedf  here 
and  elsewhere,)  and  at  five  and  a  half  dollars  the  sack 
in  the  citier,  as  a  document  before  him  testified.  This 
fredi  experience  reatored  men  lo  their  lenses,  and 
brought  them  back  to  the  policy  of  the  Henlutiont  COQ- 
sequently,  when  the  double  duties  after  the  war  were 
repealed,  that  upon  salt  was  left  in  full  force,  doubUcM 
to  encourage  Ihe  production. 

Fifteen  years  elapsed,  scarcity  and  high  prices  were 
again  forgotten,  and  Ihe  neceasity  of  domestic  produc- 
tion was  again  overwhelmed  by  Ihe  very  argument  used 
lo  enforce  its  expediency.  The  manufacture  was  urged, 
because  salt  was  neeenary  to  all,  under  all  circum- 
stances, and  stood  upon  the  same  footing  as  lead,  pow- 
der, ordnance,  arms,  and  all  things  necessary  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  country.  These,  it  was  ssid,  we  ihoald 
produce  ourseUes,  and  rest  our  dependence  upon  no 
foreign  nstton  for  supply,  as  it  would  be  manifestly  un> 
wise  to  trust  to  the  uncertain  resources  of  commerce 
for  the  means  to  defend  our  country  against  invasion. 
Equally  unwise  wss  it  considered  to  rely  npon  a  source 
which  had,  and  doubtless  would  again,  fait  us,  when 
commerce  should  be  Interrtipted  from  any  eauae,  for  an 
article  so  neeeatary  aa  salt.  While,  therefore,  the  dutj 
was  imposed  because  the  article  was  one  cf  prime  ne- 
cesiity,  it  was  repealed,  in  part,  in  1830,  for  preciseljr 
the  same  reason.  It  was  then  urged,  as  it  now  is,  that, 
becsuK  all  must  use  it,  it  ought  not  to  be  taxed,  but  to 
come  in  free,  though  it  ahotild  destroy  the  manufacturea 
which  had  been  reared  up  at  a  great  outlay  of  capital, 
and  in  obedience  to  the  urgent  call  of  the  Government 
ttaeir.  The  act  of  1830  reduced  the  duty  five  cents  in 
that  year,  and  five  cents  in  the  succeeding  year,  hrinfr- 
ing  it  down  to  ten  cents,  where  it  stood  when  the  act  of 
1833  passed,  and  then  it  fell  under  the  reducing  pio- 
cess  of  that  act-  The  duly  is  now  eight  cents,  and  next 
December  will  fall  to  seven  and  a  very  small  fraction. 

Such  is  the  history  of  legialation  Itere  upon  salt.  It 
proves  conclusively  that  the  manufacture  Is  of  kmg 
standing,  snd  has  had  the  countenance  of  the  Govern- 
ment SB  deserving  protection. 

Be  would  now  prove  its  magnitude,  aa  far  aa  he 
criuld,  by  EHch  evidence  as  he  could  Riid  on  the  files 
herei  for  he  bad  had  no  opportunity  to  hear  from  those 
inlerrsted,  who  were  at  work  peaceably  at  bomr,  and 
unconscious  of  the  efforts  suddenly  made  here  to  over- 
throw them. 

The  eonaumplion  of  the  country  in  1831  waa  aacer- 
tained  to  be  about  10,000,OCO  busheI^  five  and  a  half  of 
which  were  imported,  and  the  re«due,  four  and  a  half, 
prnduceil.  The  coni>umptiun  now  must  be  nearly,  ifnot 
quite,  13,000,0001  but  the  imports  for  the  year  ending 
September,  1835,  rise  a  little  above  5,000,000,  and, 
consequeniiy,  tlie  domestic  production  is  equal  to  about 
7,000,000  buthela.  The  capital  in  1831  waa  estimated 
al  about  C8,<K)0,000{  and,  aa  the  production  baa  nearly 
doubled,  the  capital  now  employed  doubtless  equals 
$10,000,000  tr  $13,000,000.  Tlie  chairman  or  the 
committee  eBlimates  the  duty  at  80  per  cent.  In  this  I 
think  he  is  mistaken,  as  it  is  manifestly  lesS]  but  this  is 
not  material,  as  it  is  admilttd  on  all  hands  to  be  more 
than  20  per  cent.,  and  is  therefore  siricUy  embraced  as 
a  protected  article  by  the  lerma  of  the  compromise  act. 
And  tbe  question  its  shall  it  he  abandoned^  la  it  the 
purpoae  of  those  who  go  for  lliis  measure  to  disregard 
that  act?  If  so,  then  we  understand  your  policy,  and, 
fur  one,  1  am  h»ppy  to  see  it  disclosed. 

But  is  the  country  prepared  for  this  step?  The  idea 
has  gone  extensively  abroad  that  tbe  compromise  act 
was  to  be  regarded  as  diiposing  of  these  mailers  for 
some  yean  to  come.   The  President,  in  bis  imssage. 
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»nd  the  Secretary  of  the  Treuury,  in  his  annutl  report, 
have  both  so  viawed  the  mfttter,  and  lo  proclaimed  tu 
the  mtion.  The  public  is  thercTure  at  this  moment  re- 
podng  in  tranquillily,  not  tnticipftling  this  action,  and 
not  prepared  to  meet  it.  Is  it  just,  under  tliese  circum- 
slancra,  to  affect  deeply  an  interest  wittch  has  been  ma- 
turinff  for  aiore  than  half  a  centurj',  and  now  affiirda 
you  the  beat  article  of  the  Itind  in  the  country?  Shall 
the  people  engas^ed  in  this  busineu  be  condemned  iin- 
heardf  Will  you  not  let  (hem  have  an  opportunity  to 
prove  that  they  are  entitled  to  your  forbearsncef  I 
(said  he)  ask  it  in  their  bchair,  and,  in  fairness,  it  ouglit 
to  be  extended  them.  But,  reasonable  as  this  request 
is,  1  foresee  that  it  will  be  overruledt  and  this  measure 
will  go  through  this  body.  It  requires  no  spirit  of 
prophecy  to  foretell  lh*t  an  imporlsnt  consequence  will 
follow  it.  The  repeal  of  the  Uw  giving  a  bounty  to 
those  engaged  in  tiie  cod  fishery  will  follow.  This  is  an 
old  policy,  almost  coeval  with  the  tiovernroent;  but  it 
atands  on  Iwo  foundationfr--ofl  two  legs — and,  if  you  cut 
away  one,  the  superstructure  will  fall.  It  rcsU  on  the 
deaitc  of  this  Government  to  create  a  nursery  of  seamen, 
by  encouraging  them  to  pursue  the  fishery;  and  the 
bounty  is  further  juMifiecl,  on  the  ground  that  the  duty 
on  salt  ought  to  be  reimbursed. 

The  manufaclure  of  salt  and  (he  cod  fishery  are  car- 
ried on  by  the  same  population,  and  at  the  same  porls 
and  placesi  not  (hat  the  same  individuals  are  engaged  in 
both  branches,  but  having  a  soil  naturally  unproductive, 
4bey  draw  their  living  from  the  resources  of  the  sea.  It 
isb  as  I  an  Informed,  the  buainesa  upon  which  many 
mariners  who  have  spent  the  mokt  vigorous  period  of 
their  lives  in  hard  and  perilous  service  retirr,  and  em- 
ploy their  capital,  to  enable  them  to  live  comfortably. 

Now,  fir,  1  have  seen  enough  of  things  here  to  aatikfy 
my  mind  thaf,  if  the  duty  on  salt  is  taken  away,  the 
bounty  will  fullowt  for  those  who  have  no  sympathy 
with  the  fishermen  will  ctaim  this  as  a  matter  of  right. 

Such,  sir,  is  tlie  selfishness  of  our  natures,  that,  when 
we  are  interested  to  forget  the  gallant  deeds,  (he  heroic 
nchievemenli^  the  privations  and  sufferii^a,  of  those  who 
have  saved  the  country  from  dishonor,  and  won  for  it  an 
inDperishsble  name,  are  obliterated  from  the  mind. 
Why  do  you  wish  for  seamen?  Why  desire  tu  increase 
their  number?  Because,  in  the  li»ur  of  national  peril, 
they  stand  on  the  frontier,  and  interpose  their  ahiekl  be- 
tween us  and  (he  conflict.  They  are  a  living  wall  along 
the  Atlantic,  behind  which  we  take  shelter.  On  them 
it  ha*  been  our  pdiey  to  rely;  to  them  we  confide  our 
honor,  and  at  no  time  have  they  abuKd  the  great  trust. 

Must  We  break  down  this  policy  ?   Has  (he  period  ar- 
rived when  the  people  are  so  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
avarice,  that  we  grudge  this  little  pittance  to  tbe  gallant 
tars  of  our  country?   You  have  taken  from  them  all  the 
little  navigating  privileges  which  they  bad*   You  have 
narrowed,  by  the  last  treaty,  their  fi»bing  ground)  and 
thi^  and  this  alone,  remains  to  them.   \f  it  must  be  sac 
rificed  also,  be  tt  so.    Oo  on  with  your  policy;  take 
•way  this  350,000  dolhrs,  or  whatever  tbe  sum  is;  take 
it  from  (he  sailors,  and  give  it  to  your  ostentatious  fleet, 
fitting  out  to  explore  unknown  regions;  take  the  bread 
from  them,  and  bestow  it  upon  those  who  are  sent  out 
in  pursuit  of  glory !    And,  while  you  do  this,  to  make  | 
your  idjuatice  (he  more  manifest,  carry  your  land  bill  i 
through  (be  other  House,  and  bestow  opoo  farored  indi-  | 
Tlduab  your  public  lands,  worth  three  or  four  hundred  : 
millions  of  dollars.    Do  it,  and,  unjust  and  ungenerous  { 
M  it  ii^  ilie  lofiy-spirited  sailor  will  scorn  to  entreat  any  | 
favor  at  your  hands.  .He  will  leave  this  to  those  who  i 
have  smoother  tongues  and  more  pliant  knees.  \ 

But,  whatever  you  do,  do  not  invoke  tbe  interests  of  i 
the  poor  to  aid  your  course  or  to  justify  your  measures.  | 
The  poor  deaire  no  such  measures  for  they  have  no  t 
Vol.  XIII.— sr 


aucb  contemptible  spirit.  Their  sympathies  are  all 
with  the  sailor;  they  glory  in  his  generous  spirit,  his  no- 
ble  achievements^  his  patriotic  devotion,  his  disinterested 
benevolence,  hit  lofiy  Amertosn  charaoter;  for  the  sailor 
is  poor,  and  labors  for  the  bread  he  eats.  The  poor  de- 
mand  no  sacrifice  of  his  rights  in  their  name  or  for  their 
benefit.  1'he  poor  only  ask  of  you  that  you  would  pur- 
sue towards  them  an  American  policy — a  policy  which 
will  give  them  good  wages  for  their  labor — and  they 
will  take  care  of  themselves.  They  entreat  of  yoa  not 
to  degrade  them  into  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
miierable  population  of  foreign  countries,  by  reducing 
ttwir  wsges  to  the  same  standard.  Can  any  truth  b« 
more  apparent  than  that,  where  wages  we  lowest,  there 
is  ttie  most  poverty  and  there  the  most  suffiBring?  Tbe 
whole  history  of  man  proves  this.  What  makes  the  con- 
dition of  the  laborer  so  eminently  prosperous  here? 
How  ia  it  that  he  enjoys  not  only  great  phyaical  but  mor- 
al eomfurts  and  blessings,  to  an  extent  surpassing  that  of 
the  laborer  in  any  other  country  whatever?  It  ia  beeausa 
he  is  better  paid.  Now,  sir,  if  you  would  degrade  (hi« 
population,  if  you  woukl  assimilate  it  lo  that  of  Ireland, 
then  reduce  its  wages  to  the  same  stsndard,  and  you 
will  accomplish  your  t^ject.  Break  down  the  business 
in  which  it  is  employed,  by  subjecting  it  to  direct  com- 
petition with  foreign  pauperism;  lessen  the  demand  for 
labor,  by  introducing  foreign  productions  instead  of  our 
own,  and  like  causes  will  produce  likecfiects.  You  will 
then  have  as  poor  and  wretched  a  population  as  that 
against  which  it  will,  in  such  circumstances,  contend  for 
bread.  But  I  will  not  here  pursue  the  subject.  Tba 
laborers,  I  trust,  know  their  interests,  and  will  take  care 
of  them.  They  shall,  at  all  timer,  hare  my  most  hearty 
co-operation. 

But  what  ia  this  boon  which  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
proposes  to  give  to  (lie  poor,  at  the  expense  of  the  sail- 
or? The  whole  revenue  derived  from  salt  is  rather  less 
than  hair  a  million  of  dollars.  Mow,  divide  this  among 
the  whole  population  of  tbe  country,  rich  and  poor, 
equally,  and  what  is  it,  if  every  soul  should  pay  an  equal 
sum?  Less  than  three  cents  a  bead.  And  does  he  se- 
riously believe  the  poor  to  be  so  selfish  as  to  desire  Ihii^ 
when  such  a  result  is  to  follow?  If  he  thinks  Ute  poor 
are  mean-spirited  or  avaricious,  he  mistakes  their  charac- 
ter! they  are  not  to  be  tempted  to  be  instrumental  in 
perpetrating  a  wrong,  under  auch  a  deluslou  aa  this.  He 
mistakes  their  oharseter  and  jentimenti,  and  does  them 
great  injustice.  They  ask  no  such  favors,  and  are  tba 
advocates  of  no  such  measures.  Nothing  can  be  further 
removed  from  my  views  of  a  wise  policy  than  to  tax  tba 
poor.  I  desire  no  auch  thing,  and  they  shall  have  every 
effort  of  mine  to  relieve  them  from  all  burdens,  as  far  as 
it  ties  in  my  power.  But  I  would  not  take  fr<Mi  them 
an  ounce,  to  Isy  upon  them  the  greater  weight  of  a 
pound.  I  would  not  relieve  them  from  an  annual  tax  of 
three  or  four  oents^  and  thereby  introduee  a  pdiey  that 
would  soon  call  for  the  sacrifice  of  half  their  earnings.  I 
can  have  no  deure  but  that  of  their  prosperity;  no  inter- 
est that  is  not  theirs  also.  If  they  suffer,  I  must  suffer 
with  them.  If  the^  prosper,  1  may  hope  to  participate 
in  i(|  for  a  common  prosperity  la  felt  by  all  the  com- 
munity. 

If  this  sacrifice  mutt  be  made,  forbear,  I  entreat  you, 
to  wrong  the  pour  so  much  aa  to  do  it  in  their  name. 
Strike  at  tbe  protection  of  the  salt  works;  take  away  the 
bounty  on  the  fisheries,  if  your  poUcy  requires  it;  feaje 
no  proob  behind  you  that  you  respect  the  charaoter  or 
the  occupation  of  tbe  sailor;  and  still  he  has  a  manly 
spirit  that  will  triumph  over  it  all;  be  will  five  whboat  it; 
and,  I  doubt  not,  the  patriotic  ardor  of  his  honest  heart 
will  remain  unquenched. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  thing  (hi*  bill  aims  at,  as  I 
sUtcd  yesterday,  when  I  moved  to  strike  from  it  olive  oil. 
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We  have  nnother  forest  fisliery,  which  employi  »  vait 
capitilt  and  about  13,000  Bramen.  There  are  now,  as  I 
am  informed  by  one  en^piged  in  the  buainess,  506  ahipa 
aAoat  in  the  whaling  biiainesa,  esttmtted  to  be  worth 
about  (15,000,000,  and  their  retiima  estimated  at  the 
probable  value  of  from  twenty-two  to  twenty.five  mil- 
lions. Thia,  like  the  cod  fiBhery,  la  carried  on  as  a  part- 
nershipt  each  sailor  being  tnlerestrd  in  the  voyage. 
The  ftibermen  have  thought  the  duty  on  olive  oil  to  be 
uaeAil  to  Ihcin^  aa  it  cornea  in  competition  with  tbein. 
Tbey  have  thought  it  reuonable  that  it  thould  be  kept 
on,  aa  our  oil  la  aubjected  to  very  heavy  dutiea  in  Eu- 
rope. Of  the  extent  of  this  advantage  I  am  not  able  to 
juOge,  as  1  have  had  no  opportunity  aince  this  bill  came 
before  the  Senate  (o  learn  the  views  of  those  inleresled. 
It  is,  however,  enough  for  me  to  know  they  have  hereto- 
fore thought  itimpoitant.  itisall  they  ask,  and  the  whule 
revenue  derived  from  it  ia  ^,000.  it  may  aflect  them 
Injurioualy,  and  therefore  it  leema  to  me  unwin  to  take 
it  cfT.  Ia  it  not  moit  iiidicioua  first  to  learn  the  facts? 
Ttie  men  engaged  in  this  busineu  are  high-minded  and 
honorable,  and,  if  they  cannot  make  out  the  propriety 
of  the  course,  they  will  not  ask  you  to  adhere  to  it.  But 
I  must  be  permitted  to  ask  why  these  two  navigating  in- 
terests are  selected  from  all  tlie  branches  of  industry,  for 
this  experiment.^  Are  they  the  least  worthy  of  regard — 
the  kaat  important — the  least  meritoriousf  Your  legis- 
lation bu  long  been  tending  towards  subjecting  the  nai- 
^tton  of  (he  country  to  the  severest  possible  eompeti* 
tion.  One  privilege  afler  another  has  been  removed, 
until  we  have  now  reached  the  last,  and  there  seems  to 
be  an  impatience  to  tear  them  away.  With  what  justice 
can  you  call  on  the  navigator  to  pay  duties  on  duck,  on 
iron,  and  many  other  articles  which  be  consumes  large- 
ly, and  take  from  him  theae  little  eompensaliona?  If 
tiiey  miut  be  removed,  be  it  lo.  Let  the  decree  go 
Ibrlb;  but  I  hope  acme  reason  will  be  usigned  for  it. 

I  know  it  is  said,  and  m\A  tnity,  that  we  have  too 
nuoh  revenue.-  And  while  f  admit  It  ought  lo  be  redu- 
ced, and  am  aa  anxious  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  to 
accomplish  it  by  Ibis  bill,  still  I  cannot  resist  the  convic' 
lion  that  there  ought  to  be  something  like  rrciprocal 
justice  in  Ibe  policyi  and  if  certain  interests  are  selected, 
while  otbcra  are  len,  there  ought  te  be  some  reason  for 
it.  The  system  of  protection  embraeei  the  whole  indus- 
try. It  is  an  entire  thing,  forthe  benefit  of  all)  and  when 
you  lose  sight  of  lliat  view,  it  becomes  partial  and  unjust. 
It  containa  in  itself  a  compensating  principle,  tint  la 
deaign^  to  do  justice  to  alii  and  if  you  take  that  away, 

J'ou  camiot  fall  to  create  discontent,  and  to  weaken  the 
ntereata  which  are  not  attached.  There  ia  no  ntore  sure 
way  of  redueing  wages  than  to  assault  each  branch  of 
indaatry  In  detul,  and  by  that  policy  bring  those  who 
ought  to  be  united  te  war  one  upon  another.  Thoae  who 
produce  iron  claim  protection!  but  with  what  propriety 
can  they  ask  for  the  countenance  of  the  navigators,  who 
consume  it  largely,  if  they  lake  away  what  goes  to  pro- 
tect and  foster  the  navigating  interest  ?  The  laborers, 
and  by  laborers  I  mean  all  who  work,  must  stand  to- 
gether and  protect  one  another,  or  they  will  be  made 
the  victimi  of  a  policy  that  will  bring  them  lo  a  level  with 
those  who  struggle  for  evatenee  in  Europe.  They  must 
not  be  deluded,  by  fittle  promised  advantages,  to  adopt  a 
eourse  that  will  be  ruinous. 

I  have  been  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  this 
g]cat  natter  would  be  disentangled  from  politica  and 
politioansi  when  the  fervor  of  excitement  would  subside, 
end  the  public  mind  become  Iranqnili  when  the  two 
greet  cotttending  partiei  would  see  whal  ia  undeniably 
tmc— that  an  exclusive  policy,  adapted  to  one  part  of 
the  country,  and  one  atone,  can  never  meet  with  public 
•p|>robation|  when  this  great  subject  would  be  approach- 
ed in  a  ipirit  of  mutual  concession  and  forbearance,  end 


the  Southern  and  Northern  industry  be  all  placed  upon  a 
footing  that  would  secure  to  it  a  stable  and  endnrine 
prosperity.  I  thought  I  saw  the  dawningi  of  such  in 
era,  a  gradual  conviction  gaining  upon  the  public  mind 
that  the  prosperity  of  the  North  and  the  South  ni^ei. 
ist  in  harmony.  When  a  proper  time  cornea,  u  1  tmit 
it  may  be  permitted  to,  I  hope  this  adjustment  will  tike 
place,  and  public  harmony  follow  upon  it,  giving  to  the 
Union  tiew  strength  and  viRor.  With  feelings  snd  len- 
timenta  of  this  kind,  it  seems  to  me  the  North  bu  ivh 
borne  to  disturb  or  to  complain  of  the  compromise  ad, 
but  have  acquiesced  thfit  br  in  its  pronsiona.  Tbey  ire, 
in  no  respect,  responsible  for  this  movement. 

The  proposition  now  is  to  make  salt  free.  Tltii  is  not 
a  modincation,  but  a  total  abandonment  of  the  internt. 
We  have  in  Massachusetts  a  capital  of  about  two  milliorH 
of  dollars  invested  in  a  great  number  of  works,  eapoitd 
aa  much  aa  capital  can  be  in  any  part  of  the  country  to 
all  the  fluetuationa  of  price  ariaing  from  heavy  iihparta- 
lions.  Yuu  are  about  toremove  all  protection,  and  leave 
it  to  iu  fate.  Tliia  ia  what  Great  Britain  dare  not  d« 
with  her  slrongeat  interests.  She  doea  not  venture  npm 
such  a  measure  with  articles  which  she  exports  to  a  vut 
smount,  for  the  plain  reason  that  a  state  of  things  aujr 
exist  in  other  countries,  from  an  excess  of  production, 
or  from  pecuniary  dittresa  or  embarraasmeni,  which  nujr 
induce  them  to  expoit  at  b  Iou.  If  such  goods  or  nxx- 
ehandise  can  ecme  In  free  in  large  quantities,  even  for  s 
^ort  period,  prices  are  greatly  reduced,  and  ruin  H- 
lows,  without  any  permanent  benefitt  for  prices  go  bKk 
after  (he  mischief  is  done,  and  the  causes  which  crrated 
it  have  subsided,  it  cm  never,  therefore,  be  wise,  whin 
you  mean  to  give  stability  to  buainests  to  suffer  it  to  be 
\  thus  exposed  to  all  the  fluctuations uf  foreign  distress  ind 
embarrassment.  I.et  your  own  citiaenahave  the  bcneiit 
of  Bone  prelection,  even  if  it  be  small,  to  enable  ibemte 
withstand  aucb  contingent  shock",  which  consUntly  oecut 
!  in  commerce.  From  sixty  per  cent,  to  nothingisalorVi 
I  and,  I  fear,  a  hazardous  airide  as  well  aa  bad  policy.  Ail 
1  goods  can  never  be  free,  unless  the  mode  of  nkingrer- 
I  enue  is  changed.  Why  should  the  policy  be  revcne<1 
as  to  salt?  Has  it  been  unwise?  Look  at  the  pricasiince 
(he  reduction  of  duly,  and  ace  whether  any  such  ptA 
advantages  as  are  predicted  will  follow.  Ifthevorb 
here  are  deatroyed,  I  will  hazard  the  opinion  that  tbi 
average  price  of  salt  will  be  fully  equal  to  what  it  bs) 
been. 

I  am  aware,  however,  that  the  worfca  on  the  seac-ut 
are  in  a  different  condition  from  the  great  works  of  Ihe 
interior.  The  latter  have  ail  the  benefit  of  a  long  snd 
expenaive  trao'portation,  which  is  equivalent  tu  a  strong 
protection  againat  the  foreign  article.  The  manufseio- 
re  ft,  therefore,  of  the  interior,  have  comparatively  link 
cause  to  compkiin  or  to  be  alarinedt  mkI  probably  ituiii 
the  reason  why  our  interest  ia  so  Cttle  regarded. 

The  Senator  from  Hiaaouri  [Mr.  BxsToit]  expreved 
himself  highly  gratified  at  what  he  described  as  the  un- 
expected msgnanimlty  of  New  York,  and  the  palriolic 
sacrifice  made  by  her  of  her  great  interest  in  this  auau> 
facture,  for  the  publicgood.  It  aeema  that  his  vencrsblt 
friend  (Hr.  Utcon,  m  North  Carolina)  had  on  somt 
former  oocaaton  despaired  of  ever  throwing  ofi*  this  dotT. 
because  of  the  great  interest  of  the  empire  State.  When 
this  bill  was  brought  in,  the  Senator  from  Missouri  look 
an  early  occasion  to  congratulate  hia  friend  upon  such 
signal  diuntereatedness.  Now,  if  the  Senator  and  hii 
venerable  friend  had  looked  into  tliia  matter,  and  betifr 
informed  themselves,  they  would  have  spared  me  the 
trouble  of  proving  (hat  this  matter  affords  little  occsi'Mi 
for  compliment  or  the  high  coametKlalion  besto«t<l 
kipon  it.  The  wtwks  of  New  York  ere  Hx  interior,  upcn 
atu)  near  her  great  canal.  She  hukia  in  her  own  liind 
Ihe  key  that  unlocks  the  gates  of  this  highwsy,  and  ex- 
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«eli  R  toll  npon  all  foreign  nIi,  which  m  entirely  pro- 
Itlbiti  it  from  enterinfr  tbe  country  that  it  \»  utterly  ex- 
eluded;  and  New  York  teeurei  to  tier  works  not  only 
ft  complete  monopoly  of  tbe  qinrket  of  her  great  interior 
Westf  but  of  tbe  rast  country  on  tbe  lakes,  extending 
thouiands  of  milea.  IF  this  inrormttion,  which  1  derive 
from  Boureei  that  may  be  relied  on,  ii  incorrect,  tbe  Sen- 
ator rrom  that  State  can  inrorm  the  Senate.  Thit  mn- 
nopoly  ia  to  excluatre,  that  tbe  State  teviet  an  excise  or 
■iz  ccnta  a  buahel  on  the  manufactured  article  at  her 
own  works,  and  puts  the  money  into  ber  treasury.  This 
bm  doea  not,,tberefore,  touch  tbe  works  of  New  York, 
or  affect  the  interest  of  her  citizens  in  the  slightest  de> 
Ifree.  She  can,  therefore,  very  well  afford  to  makesueb 
sacrifices,  in  which  she  gets  commendilion  for  her  mag* 
nanimity,  while  we  are  the  victims.  The  Senate  and  the 
country  will  now  understand  bow  to  appreeiaie  tbia  mk^ 
nanimity. 

The  Senator  from  Miatour'i  has  offered  another  reason 
in  support  of  this  measure,  which  1  will  also  notice,  for 
its  singular  character.  He  says  the  burliness  is  in  the  hands 
of  regraterB,  a  term,  though  not  unknown,  yet  nearly  so 
in  commerce.  Regraters  are  traders,  persons  who  buy 
and  sellt  and  the  Senator  thinks  this  would  be  broken 
up  if  the  duty  should  be  repealed.  I  know  not  what  his 
expectations  are,  nor  what  hia  ideaa  in  regard  to  trade 
are,  but  be  must  have  come  near  to  tbe  conclusion  that 
it  ia  criminal  to4}uy  and  sell.  What  doea  tbe  Senator 
desire?  What  does  he  aim  at?  Are  people  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  liberty  of  traffic?  Must  they  come  here, 
and,  bowing  themselves  down,  humbly  ask  permiuion  to 
do  ordinary  business?  If  a  man  is  engaged  in  the  com- 
non  pursuits  of  life,  ii  he  to  be  denouneed  and  condemn- 
ed, loaded  with  opprobrious  epithets,  and  held  up  to 
■com?  Is  it  not  one  of  the  Rrst  and  highest  principles 
of  public  liberty,  that  all  personsjniy  engi|^  In  lawful 
pursuits?  Where  is  this  intermeddling  with  private  con- 
cerns to  end?  Is  this  Government  to  pry  into  individual 
concerns,  to  ascertain  how  much  and  in  what  way  men 
<lo  btiiiness?  To  give  thisman  permission  to  go  on,  that 
tn  enlarge,  and  onleranoiber  to  diminisli'  No  people 
of  spirit  could  for  a  moment  bear  this  arbitn^  interfer* 
ence. 

But  suppose  it  is  true  that  there  are  regralen,  speca* 
lators  who  buy  and  sell,  and  the  public  are  craftily  play- 
ed upon  by  their  artful  contrivances,  how  will  removing 
the  duty  remedy  this  evil?  Will  the  power  of  regrating 
be  taken  away  or  impaired?  What  is  to  hinder  their  op- 
erating upon  naU  free  of  duty  as  efTeCtually  as  upon  that 
subject  to  duty'  Let  (he  Senator  aisign  a  reason  if  he 
can.  The  propoiilton  shows  at  once  that  none  un  be 
assigned.  This  remedy  for  sueb  an  evil  may  therefore 
be  set  down  as  extraordinary. 

Again:  that  Senator  has  taken  much  pains  to  speak  of 
the  low  price  of  salt  in  foreign  countries,  showing  that 
it  may  be  purchased  in  tome  places  at  three  cents  a 
bushel.  Hut,  while  he  atated  this,  be  omitted  to  state 
another  liiet,  that  we  import  no  salt,  or  substantially  none, 
(hat  costs  so  small  a  sum.  The  tablet  ofimports  which 
lie  befvre  me  settle  Ibis  matter.  The  importation  of 
1835  may  be  taken  as  a  sample  of  all  other  periods.  The 
■mount  was  5.375,000  bushels i  of  this,  3,800,000  came 
from  England  and  her  dependeneiesi  of  (hs  remaining 
million  and  a  half,  about  one  million  from  Portugal.  By 
far  the  larger  portion  of  salt  comet  direct  from  Liver- 
pool, and  IS  estimated  lo  cost  tliere,  in  tbe  document  be- 
fore me  from  tbe  Treasury,  fifteen  cents.  It  is,  as  every 
body  knows,  an  Inferior  article  to  the  salt  of  Cape  Cod, 
which  ia  made  by  sohr  evaporation.  I'be  reason  of  (his 
is  manifest.  Our  great  exporting  trade  goes  to  England, 
and  the  homeward  freights  are  comparatively  cheap,  and 
the  price  of  salt  will  always  depenit  much  upon  the  activity 
of  that  trade,  and  the  ronseqiient  occasions  lenels  bive 


for  ballut  or  homeward  eat|;oes.  The  atateroent  of  (he 
Sena'or,  therefore,  if  taken  without  explanation  or  qual- 
ification, would  mislead  the  public  mind. 

Sir,  twelve  cents  of  the  duty  has  been  removedt  and 
although  the  last  three  years  have  been  very  great  ex* 
porting  yeara,  and  consequently  very  favorable  to  a 
strong  reduction  of  price,  yet  no  reduction  has  been  ex- 

fierienced,  approaching  to  the  predictions  made  when  tbe 
aw  of  183U  was  passed.  This  lias  probably  served  to 
perplex  tbe  Senator.  If  this  bill  should  affect,  as  it 
probably  will,  the  manubcture  here  injuriously,  the 
trade  will  only  be  more  'fluctuating  than  it  hat  been, 
while  little  or  nothing  will  be  gained  in  (he  avcr^fe 
price. 

I  have,  sir,  felt  it  to  be  my  duly  to  say  thus  much  in 
vindication  of  (he  interests  of  a  portion  of  my  constitu- 
ents, and  of  the  principles  which  guide  me  in  voting 
here.  And  I  repeat  that  I  am  anxiously  detiroui  to 
throw  no  unnecessary  obstacle  in  tbe  way  of  this  bill.  I 
approve  of  nearly  the  whole  of  it,  and  hope  it  will  take 
a  form  that  I  can  vote  for  it  I  cannot,  however,  be 
reconciled  (o  an  act  which  selects  our  interests,  and  es- 
pecially our  navigation,  for  experiments.  Let  ui  have 
equal  and  exact  justice,  and  we  are  eontentj  for  we  ask 
no  local  or  special  privitegea.  If  I  do  not  mistake  the 
facts,  I  think  I  have  prored  all  I  proposed  (o  eatablisb; 
and  with  this  vindication  of  our  rights  1  leave  the  matter 
to  the  judgment  of  tbe  Senate. 

Hr.  BKNTON  roce,  and  went  into  an  argument  at 
some  length  in  reply,  to  prove  that  tbe  bounty  on  tbe 
cod  fishery  rested  wholly  on  the  duty  upon  salt,  and  that 
there  would  be  no  ground  for  continuing  it  after  the  duty 
was  repealed. 

Hr.  DAVIS  observed  that  be  was  gratified  with  the 
frankness  of  the  Senator,  for  tome  discredited  him  when 
he  Mid  tbe  repeal  of  the  bounty  law  would  follow  this 
act.  Ha  thought  he  did  not  misunderstand  the  bints 
which  were  thrown  out,  and  he  now  had  the  best  evl* 
dence  that  he  did  not.  He  would,  however,  on  a  proper 
occasion,  show  that  the  bounty  was  for  other  purpose! 
besides  reimbursing  the  duty  on  salt,  lie  could  establiah 
this,  but  he  feared  it  would  avail  the  fishermen  nolbbw. 

Hr.  CALqoUN  rote  and  addretied  the  Senate  at  fol' 
lows: 

The  annunciation  by  the  chairman  of  (he  Committee 
on  Finance,  that  this  bill  was  framed  and  introduced  on 
the  assumption  that  the  act  of  1S33  was  no  longer  to  be 
respected,  gave  to  it  an  importance  which  demanded 
the  most  serious  conaiderntion.  Hiat  act  closed  the  tariff 
controversy  between  the  North  and  tbe  South)  and  the 
question  now  preaented  is,  shall  it  again  be  opened? 
Shall  we  reopen  a  caniroveray  which,  during  the  long 
period  from  1831  to  1833,  agitated  (he  country,  govern- 
ed  its  legisUtiiin,  controlled  the  presidential  elections, 
and  finally  shook  its  institutions  to  the  centre?  Shall  we 
of  tbe  South,  in  particular,  assent  to  open  this  formidable 
controversy— we  who  are,  on  this  subject,  in  a  perma- 
nent minority?  Shall  we  agree  to  surrender  onrihare 
of  interest  in  theact  uf  1833— an  act  which  hat  already  re- 
pealed (Vom  twenty  tn  twenty>6ve  millions  of  duties  annu- 
ally,  and  which,  if  left  undisturbed,  will  in  a  few  years  take 
ofF(en  more,  and  reduce  the  duties  to  the  constitutional 
and  legitimate  wants  of  the  Government?  Will  we  agree 
to  surrender  all  of  these  advantsges,  which  were  extort- 
ed from  the  adverse  interest  at  the  hazard  of  civil  con- 
flict, and  take  our  chance  in  the  renewed  conflicts  which 
must  follow.  If  the  controversy  be  again  opened?  Thit 
the  chairman  of  the  Commitiee  on  Fimnce  aski  you  to  dot 
and  what  is  (he  compensation  he  holds  out  to  you  for 
such  great  sacrifices?. 

The  whole  may  be  summed  up  in  tbe  repeal  of  tbe 
duty  on  shK,  amounting  annually  to  about  $550,000.  It 
is  true,  this  bill  goes  fu:ther,  and  provides  for  a  reduc^ 
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tion  to  tlie  amount  ot  93,400,000  anniiillyi  but  of  ihfK 
the  larger  portion  are  dutiea  und^r  twenty  per  cent,  ad 
va1i>rem,  witich  by  the  act  may  be  repealed  without  dif- 
lurbing  the  compromiaet  and  the  rriidue,  wiih  (he  ex- 
ccpiiun  ofsalliftnd  perhaps  on  oneor  two  other  articlet,  are 
dther  of  a  doubtful  cbarteteri  or  can  be  repealed  by 
commoneonsentoralltbeintercstainvalvetl.  Here,  thrn, 
is  the  great  boon  which  ia  proffered  by  the  Senator,  [Mr. 
IVBieaT,]  to  induce  us  to  sacrifice  our  interest  in  (be  act 
of  1833|  (o  magni^  «b:ch,  he  haa  pironounced  an  culu- 
gtum  on  the  magnaniinoua  course  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  in  assenting  (o  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  sail*  of 
which  article,  he  tetli  us,  the  maniiructures  more  than 
•ny  oU>er  State,  while  he  forgets  to  iiifurtn  ui  (hat  she 
hu  little  or  no  interest  In  the  repeal)  aa  she  has  secured 
•  monopoly  in  favor  of  her  nianuracture  by  the  impo- 
rition  of  an  enormotis  duty  on  the  Iraxsportation  of  salt 
on  hercanabi,  through  which  channei  unly  the  imported 
can  come  in  competition  with  the  manufactured  salt. 
The  question  now  to  be  decided  i»t  ihall  we  accept  the 
boon,  and  malce  itie  sacrifice? 

I  acknowledge  the  duty  to  be  odioua  and  unequal, 
but  I  must  tbiiik,  a*  much  so  aa  it  may  be,  we  abouU 
purchase  its  repeal  too  dearly  by  liie  lacrifice  we  are 
asked  to  make.  Regarded  as  a  mere  pecuniary  trans* 
action,  and  laying  aside  all  political  considerations,  we 
would  not  be  justified.  The  duty  on  salt  amounta,  as  I 
h«Te  slated,  to  upwards  of  half  a  million  annually,  while 
the  average  reduction  of  duties  under  the  act  of  1^3  will 
not  be  Icaa  than  two  millions  annually,  for  the  next  Bto 
yeara,  all  of  which  we  may  reasonably  expect  will  be 
taken  off,  if,  on  our  part,  we  firmly  adhere  to  the  act. 
'But  this  ia  altogether  too  strong  a  statement  of  the  case 
on  the  side  of  repeal. 

The  Senator,  in  his  eagerness  to  magnify  the  opprea- 
siTC  character  of  (he  duty  on  salt,  stuled  it  to  be  ten  cents 
tbe  bushel,  overlooking  (he  fact  that  the  act  of  1833  h-js 
already  reduced  it  below  eight  cents,  ard  that  it  will  in  a 
■hort  time  reduce  it  below  three,  if  it  be  left  undiaturb- 
ed|  sothat  the  real  question  is  not  between  a  repeal  and 
a  permanent  contintunce  of  tbe  duty  at  ten  eenta,  aa  the 
Senator  would  have  ua  believe,  but  between  a  audden  re- 
peal of  eight  cent),  and  a  gradual  reduction,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  to  the  low  rate  of  duty  !  have  slated.  It 
ia,  in  bet,  substantially  a  question  between  a  audden  and 
a  gradual  repeali  mod,  regarded  in  that  liglit,  1  would 
submit  to  the  Judieioui  of  all  partici  wlikh  is  the  prefer- 
able, viewed  in  the  abstract,  withntit  regard  to  the  act 
of  1833.  The  chairman  states  the  present  duty  at  an  aver- 
age of  about  eighty-six  per  cent,  ad  valoremt  I  would  a^k, 
would  it  be  wise  to  repeal  at  once  to  high  a  dut)  *  Can 
it  be  dune  without  ruinous  loasea,  as  well  to  (he  dealers 
in  the  article  aa  the  manufaeturt-rr  Even  Carolina,  in  the 
heat  of  her  contest  against  the  protective  system,  never 
contemphited  allowing  less  than  six  or  seven  years  for 
the  reduetion  of  tbe  protective  duties  to  the  reventie 
pointi  and  shall  we  now,  by  a  sudden  and  total  tvpeal  of 
ao  faigh  a  duty,  prove  ourselves  teas  conaiderate  in  rela* 
tion  to  existing  investments  than  a  State  so  decidedly  op- 
posed to  tbe  whole  system  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest 
excitement  ? 

But,  whichever  may  be  preferable,  it  is  certain  that 
the  practical  difference,  as  far  as  the  Suutli  is  con- 
cerned, is  too  small  to  warrut  the  sacrifice  of  the  great 
interest  which  she  has  In  maintaining  inviolably  tbe  act 
of  ^833,  particularly  when  we  eonaider  that,  aa  small  as  is 
the  difference,  we  have  no  assurance  of  ever  receiving 
this  inconaiderable  boon.  Let  us  not  forget  that,  if  we 
of  the  South  vote  for  this  bil',  we  not  only  give  much 
where  we  can  receive  but  little,  but  we  also  give  a  cer- 
tainty for  an  uncertainty.  By  the  vote  ilaelf,  whether  (he 
act  passes  or  not,  wesurrenderour  position.  We  cunnot, 
after  disregarding  the  interest!  of  others  in  tbe  act,  inaiU 


that  they  shall  respect  ours,  when  they  become  tbe  sub- 
ject of  discuuion.  If  we  should  now  vote  to  repeal  or 
reduce  duties  mure  rapidly  than  the  act  provides,  bow 
can  we  omplain  if  the  manufacturing  interest  ^ould 
hereafter  increase  the  duties,  or  retard  or  arrest  the  re- 
duction provided  by  the  act?  Fdr  and  honorable  deal- 
ing has  ever  diatinguishcd  the  Southern  eharactcrt  and  I 
trust  we  have  too  much  aelf-reapect  to  complain,  if  tbe 
measure  we  now  mete  to  others  ^ould  bere^^  be 
meuiired  to  ourselves.  Our  vote,  then,  for  this  meaa- 
ure  would  release  the  opposite  interest  from  all  obliga* 
tion  to  reapect  tbe  act  of  1833,  whatever  may  be  the  fate 
of  this  bill .  Now,  I  ask,  what  aaurance  have  we  that  this 
hill  will  paiaf  la  it  not  almoat  certain  that  it  cannot*  We 
are  now  within  aeven  days  of  tbe  end  of  tbe  lesuon.  Tbe 
bill  ia  in  Ctimmittee  of  tbe  Whde,  and  cannot  paaa  tbe 
Senate  in  less  than  two  dayst  and  what  prospect  is  there 
that  it  can  paas  the  other  House  in  so  ^ort  ■  time  a* 
remains,  with  the  great  diversity  of  opinion  which  must 
exist  there  as  to  this  measure '   It  is  next  to  impossible. 

But  suppose  it  to  be  practicable,  have  we  any  as8u< 
ranee  that  those  who  have  introduced  the  bill  are  sincere 
in  their  desire  to  pass  W  Have  we  no  cause  to  appre- 
hend that  it  is  a  mere  political  manoeuvre,  without  re- 
gard to  the  interest  of  North  or  South,  and  which  the 
contrivers  would  rather  see  defeated  than  passed^  I 
muat  say  that,  to  me,  it  aeems  to  wear  that  appearance. 
Why  has  this  bill  been  delayed  to  tb»  late  period?  It  ia 
now  more  than  three  weeks  aince  it  waa  reported,  and 
why  were  measures  of  little  importance,  and,  to  say  th« 
least,  of  doubtful  poHey,  permitted  to  occupy  the  tine  of 
the  Senate,  in  pieference  to  Mm,  which  we  are  now  loM 
ia  ao  important'  Why  such  contradictory  declarations  aa 
(o  the  state  of  the  Treasury?  At  one  time  we  are  told 
(here  will  be  no  surplus,  and  that  the  duties  must  t>e 
raised)  and  another  that  the  revenue  will  be  so  exces- 
sive aato  call  not  only  for  the  paauge  of  (bia  bill,  but 
the  extraordinary  one  which  haa  passed  thia  body  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  lands?  With  all  tbeae  indicationa, 
gentlemen  must  not  he  surprised  that  1  am  aomewbat 
incredulous  as  to  their  seal  or  sincerity,  which  is  not  a 
little  increased  when  I  look  (o  the  source  from  which  it 
comes.  Have  yon  forgot  the  tariff*  of  1828,  (hat  bill  of 
abominations  so  execrated  by  the  South,  and  which  hai 
brought  so  many  disasters  on  the  country'  I  have  [look- 
ing at  Ur.  WaiBHT]  ita  author  in  my  eyes,  and  he  fcnowa 
the  fiict.  He  well  remembers  tbe  part  he  bore  in  the  pas- 
sage of  (hat  act,  and  the  meana  by  which  it  wu  effected. 
It  was  passed  by  a  breach  of  faith.  We  were  deceived 
then.  It  will  not  be  my  fault  if  we  be  deceived  now.  To 
guard  against  that,  I  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate while  I  give  a  brief  narrative  of  the  passage  of  that 
oppressive  act,  and  the  part  which  the  Senator  acted  at 
the  lime.  1  have  no  intention  to  wound  hia  feelinga. 
My  object  ia  not  personal.  That  would  be  unworthy  uf 
the  occasion,  and>  1  trust,  of  myself.  Far  different  awuvea 
actuate  me.  From  the  past  we  learn  to  anticipate  the 
future.  We  then  followed  his  lead.  We  know  the  re- 
Bull.  He  now  invites  ua  again  to  follow  him  on  the  same 
auliject,  though  apparently  in  an  opposite  direction.  Stiall 
»e  futluw?  Hi»  course  on  (he  former  occaaion  will  best 
enable  ua  to  decide  that  queation.  I  was  a  witnesa  of 
the  rventa  of  the  day,  and  feel  called  upon  to  give  the 
histoty  of  (he  Iratuaclion,  in  order  to  guide  our  decision 
now. 

The  tariff' ori826  «-as  as  much  a  political  movement  as 
a  measure  of  protection.  The  protective  policy  bad 
triumphed  in  Congress  by  the  passnge  of  the  tarifTact  of 
1824,  which  was  fullowed  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Adama 
to  the  presidency  the  next  year,  by  which  the  protective 
ayatem  gained  an  ascendency  in  the  executive,  aa  it  had 
previously  in  (he  legislative  department  of  tlie  Govem- 
roent.  Emboldened  by  this  succes*,  an  attempt  was  oude 
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in  the  Ktrion  of  1836-*37  to  increase  the  dut/on  wool 
ud  voolleni,  vbieh  wai  rejected  by  my  casting  vote  as 
preaidtn;  officer  of  (his  body.  Tlieae  intereatt,  not  find- 
ing thenuelvei  atronff;  enough  to  force  their  way  through 
Con^ga,  determined,  in  the  spirit  of  the  system,  to  unite 
with  other  interests,  so  that  by  iheirjoint  influence  they 
might  secure  a  majority.  With  this  view,  •  combined 
movement  was  made  by  the  manurtcturing  interests, 
which  met  at  Harrisburg,  and  agreed  on  a  new  tariff,  to 
be  hud  before  CofUfreas  at  the  next  aeaaion,  and  con- 
taining a  toog  list  oranioles,  with  a  great  increase  of  du- 
liea.  Thia  movement  was  understood  (o  have  the  coun- 
tenance and  support  of  the  then  administration.  In  the 
mean  lime,  the  anti-tariff  interest  of  the  South  had  select< 
ed  General  Jackson  as  the  candidate  against  Mr.  Adams 
for  the  presidency.  His  principal  strength  in  the  tariff 
States  lay  in  Pennsylvanis,  New  York,  and  Ohio.  They 
were  thoroughly  iit  Rivor  of  the  protective  system,  and 
hii  supporters  there  were  not  a  little  alarmed  at  the 
movement  at  tiarrisburg.  The  battle  was  to  be  fought  in 
Congress,  and  thus  the  presidential  election  came  to  be 
blended  with  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  as  it  will  ercr  be 
when  an  open  question. 

On  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  administration  proved 
to  be  in  a  minorily  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
their  opponents  elected  Mr.  S<evenson  (now  minister  at 
the  eoart  of  St.  James)  Speakerj  and  then,  as  now,  a  de- 
Toted  friend  to  the  President  elect.  It  was  apparent 
that  the  movements  of  the  session  would  be  governed  by  : 
the  tariff  question,  and  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
was  so  organised  as  to  give  the  control  to  the  friemls  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  in  the  Middle  and  Western  Slates.  Mr. 
Mallary,  who  had  long  been  chairman,  was  continued,  but 
the  present  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  [Mr. 
VmiOHT]  who  vat  then  a  member  of  the  other  House, 
Mr.  Hoore,  of  Kentucky,  afterwards  minister  to  Co* 
lombia,  and  Hr.  Stephenson,  of  Pittsburg,  were  pisced 
'on  the  committee,  who,  with  one  member  from  the  South, 
^ve  a  majority  against  the  administration.  Hepresenl- 
ing,  as  the  committee  did,  the  interests  of  the  Middle  and 
Western  States,  which  were  thoroughly  tariff,  without  op- 
posing or  conflicting  interests  of  any  kind,  they  reported 
•  bill  Willi  much  higher  duties  and  far  more  comprehen- 
■ire  in  its  items  than  the  Harrisburg  project,  which  wss 
predicated  on  the  joint  interests  of  the  whole  tariff  party, 
comprehending  New  Englund,  where  industry  was  di< 
vided  between  mannfactures  on  one  si'le  and  commerce 
and  navigation  on  the  other.  The  staple  States  were 
whulty  opposed  to  the  protective  aystemi  and  their  rep- 
resentatives^ being  in  a  minority,  had  no  alternative  hut  to 
chooie  between  the  two  projectst  and  the  question  was 
then  presented,  what  ought  to  be  done^  One  of  two 
courses  might  be  takent  to  join  the  New  EngUnd  inter* 
est,  and  vote  such  amendments  to  the  bill  as  would  make 
It  acceptable  to  them,  or  to  resiat  all  such  amendments, 
and  lake  the  chance  of  the  members  from  New  EngUnd 
joining  those  of  the  South,  (o  defeat  the  bill  on  its  pas- 
sage in  one  or  the  other  House.  By  the  former  course 
they  would  certainly  defeat  the  bill  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Hanufacturea,  but  they  would  aa-certainly 
insure  its  passage  in  a  mitigated  furm,  a»  the  members 
f^m  the  Middle  and  Western  States  would  take  any  tar- 
iff, however  small  the  increase  of  duty,  rather  than  have 
none.  The  former  would  have  fixed  the  system  on  the 
country  more  flrmly  than  ever,  particularly  as  it  would 
have  involved,  in  all  probability,  the  re-election  of  Mr. 
Adams,  the  acknowledKed  candiidate  of  the  tariff  inter- 
ests. The  latter  afforded  a  reasonable  prospect  of  de- 
bating the  whole  system,  as  well  pi  the  reflection  of 
Mr.  Adams.  Tbe  dilBouliy  in  thia  course  was  the  possi- 
ble reunion  of  the  two  tariff  interests  by  mutual  concea* 
lion  in  the  list  stsge,  in  order  to  insure  the  passage  of 
the  bill.   1*0  guard  against  that  result,  assurancei  were 


given  which  placed  the  representatives  of  the  Sooth  at 
ease  on  that  point.  I  ^eak  not  of  my  own  personal 
knowledge.  It  was  generally  ao  understood  at  the  timet 
and  I  was  informed  by  individuals  who  had  a  right  to 
know,  and  who  consulted  with  me  what  course,  under 
the  presnng  difiicultiea  of  our  situation,  ought  to  he 
adopted,  that  such  was  the  fact.  Our  friends  accepted 
the  assurance,  and  accordingly  resisted  all  amendnoents 
that  would  make  the  bill  acceptable  to  the  Eastern  inter- 
ests, as  the  only  possible  means  of  defeating  an  odiona 
and  oppressive  system. 

The  bill  passed  the  House,  but  in  ao  obnoxious  a  form 
to  the  New  England  States  that  a-lai^e  portion  of  their 
Representatives  joined  those  of  the  South  in  voting 
Against  it.  When  sent  to  the  Senate,  it  was  soon  ascer- 
tained that,  in  this  body,  where  the  Southern  and  Eastern 
States  hsd  a  much  larger  representation  in  proportion, 
there  was  a  decided  majority  against  it  in  tbe  form  it 
came  from  the  House.  Every  New  England  Senatori 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  was  understood  to  be 
decidedly  oppoaedi  and,  relying  on  the  assurance  on 
which  our  friends  acted  in  the  House,  we  anticipated  with 
confidence  andjoy  that  tbe  hill  would  be  defeated,  and 
the  whole  system  overthrown  by  the  shock.  Our  hopes 
were  soon  blasted.  A  certain  individual,  then  a  Senator, 
but  recently  elected  to  the  highest  office  in  tbe  Union, 
was  otwerred  to  assume  a  mysterious  air  in  relation  to 
the  bill,  very  little  in  accordance  with  what  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  would  have  been  his  course.  The 
mystery  was  explained  when  the  bill  came  up  to  he  acted 
upon.  I  will  not  give  in  detail  hifl  course.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say  that,  instead  of  resisting  amendments,  as  we  bad  a 
right  to  expect,  he  voted  fur  all  which  were  neceasary  to 
aecure  the  votes  of  New  England)  particuhrly  the 
amendmenti  to  raise  the  duties  on  woollens,  which  were 
known  to  be  essentia)  for  that  purpose.  All  these  amend* 
ments,  with  one  or  two  excepiions,  were  carried  by  his 
votes,  as  appears  from  the  journal,  now  on  my  table, 
which  I  have  recently  examined.  If  his  name  had  been 
recorded  on  the  opposite  aide,  they  would  have  been  lust, 
and  with  them  the  hill  itself.  He  held,  at  thia  critical 
juncture,  the  fate  of  the  country  in  hisliands.  Had  he 
acted  in  good  faith,  tbe  bill  of  1838  never  would  have  he- 
come  a  lawi  and  the  reaponsibility  of  its  defeat  would 
have  fallen  on  those  who  nrst  moved  on  Uie  aubjeet,  and 
would  have  prostrated  the  administration  which  gave  that 
movement  its  support.  With  the  prostration  of  the  ad- 
ministration would  have  followed  that  of  the  protective 
system  itself,  and  thus  all  the  consequences  which  fol- 
lowed that  disastrous  set  would  have  been  averted.  Why 
a  course  which  good  faith  as  well  as  the  public  interest 
so  obviously  dictated  was  avoided,  and  the  opposite  pur- 
sued,  has  never  been  explained.  It  is  ceriain  that  the 
instructions  of  the  New  York  Legislature  did  not  require 
itt  but  it  may  be  that  those  by  whose  agency  the  bill 
was  passed,  and  who  owe  their  preaent  ascendency  to  it, 
then,  as  now,  saw  tbe  advantage,  in  a  parly  view,  in  hav- 
ing the  tariff  an  open  question,  however  much  the  coun- 
try might  be  the  sufferers. 

Having  traced  tlie  tariff  of  1838  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  snd  the  President  elect,  as  its 
aitlhora,  I  next  propose  to  trace,  very  briefly,  what  fol- 
lowed, down  to  the  passage  of  Ibeact  of  1833,  which  set- 
tled the  controversy  that  grew  out  of  the  former,  and 
which  this  bill,  originating  with  its  authors,  is  intended 
to  unsettle,  in  onler  that  the  Senate  may  have  a  connect- 
ed view  of  the  whole  series  of  events  connected  with  this 
deeply  important  subject,  and  of  which  tbe  present  meas- 
ure forma  the  last. 

I  have  already  itatcd  that  General  Jackson  bad  been 
selected  by  the  opposition,  as  tbe  candidate  against  Mr. 
Adamst  and  if  now  becomes  necessary  to  add  what  were 
the  motives  which  governed  the-oppontion.  as  far  as 
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mjrfclf  iiid  fKenda  were  concerned,  in  mMng  tliii  «e> 
lection.  Tbey  were  ftltogrether  poGi'ieal.  There  never 
wu  any  intimncy,  at  any  time,  between  liitn  and  myMir. 
Our  relilioni  were  limply  rriendly,  without  being  in  any 
degree  confidential.  The  leading  objectt  were  to  reverse 
the  precedent  that  brought  Mr.  Aaama  into  poweri  lo 
arrest  the  protective  ^atcmi  to  overthrow  the  principle 
in  which  it  originated,  and  to  restore  the  old  republican 
doctrinea,  from  wbidi  the  Oovemmeot  bad  ao  gmtljr  de* 
parted. 

AflcM  long  and  arduoua  atraggle,  the  protective 
tem  had  completely  tnumpbed,  u  has  been  stated,  in 
the  election  ot  Mr.  Adam*.  Succeiaful  opposition  to  an 
anti-tariff  candidate  was  hopeleas;  and  the  opponents  of 
the  ayaiem  werr,  accordingly,  compelled  to  elect  some 
one  whose  position,  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  was  not  well 
definedf  and  who  had  a  popularity  in  the  Stales  friendly 
to  the  protective  system,  unconnected  with  politics.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  united  these  advantagea,  to  which  he  added 
others,  which  recommended  btm  to  the  conSdence  of  the 
South.  He  vat  a  cotton  planter  and  a  slaveholder;  and 
as  such,  it  was  believed,  would  use  his  power  and  itiflu. 
ence  to  arrest  the  further  prngreu  and  (o  correct  the 
excesses  of  a  system  so  oppressive  to  the  staple  States. 
Cireamatancea  connected  with  Ibe  passage  of  the  act  of 
18M  Arst  weakened  that  confldence.  1  refer  in  particular 
to  the  course  of  one  of  the  Senaton  from  Tenneasee  at 
(he  tine,  who  was  known  to  be  in  the  entire  confidence 
of  General  Jackson.  1  mean  not  him  [Judge  Wbits]  who 
•its  at  my  right;  his  conduct  throughout  wm  above  all 
atiipiciont  and  let  me  here  add,  as  an  act  of  justice,  that, 
at  a  subsequent  period,  when  the  bill  of  1833  was  pend- 
ing, the  country  owes  much  to  his  upright  and  firm  con- 
duct, as  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate,  in  effecting 
the  passage  ofthat  measure,  which  dosed  the  cmtroveray 
and  saved  the  eoantry  from  •  civil  eonfliet.  The  course 
of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  individual  lo  whon  I  allude,  was  well 
calculated,  on  the  occasion,  to  excite  doubts  as  to  the 
views  and  intentions  of  General  Jackson  in  relation  to  the 

grotective  policy.  Without  going  into  detail,  it  is  suf* 
oient  to  sapr  that  he  voted  for  the  bill;  and  that  on  one 
or  two  decinve  question^  on  which  the  fate  of  the  bill 
depended,  it  was  aaved  by  his  voles.  Three  Indiealiona 
shook  our  confidence  in  General  Jac^aoni  and  that,  at 
the  critical  moment  when  the  paaaage  of  the  bill  cast  so 
d^ep  a  gloom  over  the  South,  and  menaced  with  so 
much  danger  the  liberty  and  institutions  of  the  country. 

With  the  decline  tit  our  confidence  in  General  Jack- 
apn,  it  became  necessary  to  seek  some  efficient  remedy 
that  could  not  deceive,  sliouid  he  fail  to  fulfil  the  object 
for  which  ve  selected  him  as  our' candidate.  That  rem- 
edy we  found  in  Stale  interposition,  and  every  effort 
was  made  without  del:iy  (o  revive  the  doctrines  uf  the 
Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions  of  1 798,  which  formed 
the  original  basis  of  the  republican  party,  but  which  had 
so  long  laid  dormant,  or  neglected,  as  furnishing  means 
uf  arresting  the  fatal  consequences  uf  the  act  1638,  in  the 
event  that  alt  others  should  fail. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  opposite  interest  waa  not  idle. 
Meaauree  were  taken  without  delay  to  secure  and  per- 
petuate the  advanlagea  already  acquired.  With  this 
view,  the  first  movement  was  made  by  Mr.  Uickerson, 
then  a  member  of  the  Senate,  but  now  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  who  was  then,  at  now,  a  decided  friend  of  the 
President  elect.  At  the  next  session  he  Introduced  a 
bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  as  a  per- 
manent measure,  intended  to  perpetuate  and  protect  the 
watem.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  mcsaure,  now  ao 
frequently  and  loudly  denounced  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  and  those  who  aeied  wiili  him.  Whatever 
evil  may  flow  from  it,  the  responsibility  is  on  him  and 
his  political  associates,  who  orij^ated  and  supported  the 
tariff  of  1828.   As  to  us,  we  saw  at  onee  the  deaign  and 


tcodencyof  tlie  mcaaurr,  and  without  delay  oppoaed 
it  so  decidedly  as  to  defeat  ita  pavage.  I  am  gratified 
to  perceive  that  the  Senator,  with  whom  Ibe  act  of  1838 
(the  cause  of  the  surplus)  origimited,  ia  now  ecnnpelled 
to  acknowledge  by  his  acta  eur  foreaigbt,  and  the  cor- 
rectness of  tbe  courae  which  we  pursued)  but  he  must 
permit  me  to  asy  that  it  is  unkind  in  him,  who  was  the 
author  of  ihe  evil,  to  hold  us  up  as  the  friends  of  distribu- 
tion— a  meaaure  originating  with  his  party,  and  introdu- 
ced in  order  to  perpetuate  an  act  of  wbieb  he  m  the  au- 
thor. Instead  of  eenaure,  be  ought  lo  give  us  some 
credit  for  sagacily  in  foreaeeing  those  evils  which  be  now 
so  often  denounces,  and  for  our  pstriotism  in  raising  our 
warning  voice  against  the  mearjre  in  which  they  origi- 
nstrd.  He  might  surely,  in  our  put  conduct,  find  some 
apology  for  us,  in  the  fact  that  we,  who  have  been  op- 
posed lo  diblribution,  should  now,  when  the  surplus  is 
in  a  regular  course  of  reduction  by  Ibe  act  of  1833,  pre- 
fer depositing  an  unavmduble  aurplua  with  the  Statea, 
rather  than  Inve  it  to  ihe  depoaite  banks,  fur  the  benefit 
of  stockholders  and  polilicul  paftisans.  It  is  not  exutty 
just  that  (hey  who  have  done  llie  mischief  should  escape 
the  blame,  and  that  censure  should  fall  on  tboae  wbo 
have  in  every  stage  been  opposed  to  distribution,  and 
have  done  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  a  surplus. 

The  failure  of  Mr.  Dickerson's  movement  in  Congres*, 
In  perpetuate  the  Uriff  of  1828  by  distributing  the  aur- 
plus  revenue,  did  not  deter  the  party  from  pursuing 
their  favorite  scheme.  The  next  movement  was  at  this 
Hermitage,  and  with  so  much  success  that  General  Jack- 
son was  secured  in  its  fsvor  before  he  arrived  in  this 
place  to  assume  the  duties  of  Chief  Magistrate.  As 
short  as  was  his  inaugural  address  it  contained,  as  origi- 
nally draughted,  a  recomendation  in  favor  of  distribution, 
which  be  wai  induced,  with  great  diflteuliy,  lo  take  oat. 
I  apeak  not  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  on  authority  on 
which  I  imptidtly  rely.  The  scheme  was  not  abandon- 
ed,  though  taken  out  of  his  inaugural  addresa.  He 
strongly  recommended  it  to  Congress  in  his  first  and  sec- 
ond annual  mrsssges,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  opiniou 
ofseveral  of  the  ablest  members  of  his  cabinet;  and  thia, 
too,  before  the  reduction  of  the  tariff  of  1B38,  when,  ac- 
cording to  his  confession  in  his  laat  message,  it  would 
have  tended  powerfully  to  perpetuate  that  oppressive 
and  disastrous  measure. 

That  he  acted  in  concert,  in  all  this,  with  the  authors 
and  supporters  of  the  tsriff  of  1838,  ve  have  conclusive 
evidence  in  the  corresponding  movements  of  the  New 
Yoik  I.egislaiure.  Governor  Marcy,  of  that  State,  fol- 
lowed  up  the  message  of  the  President  by  a  strong  rec- 
ommendation in  favor  of  the  distribution  of  llie  surplus, 
to  which  the  Legislature  responded  by  a  vote  of  appro- 
val, with  a  decisive  majority;  but  the  measure  was  too 
repugnsnt  to  the  fi»lings  of  the  community  to  be  forced 
through  Congress,  t>ven  by  the  aid  of  party  machinery, 
backed  by  the  influence  and  popularity  of  the  President. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  period  uf  Ihe  final  payment  of 
the  public  debt  was  rapidly  approaching,  when,  without 
a  very  great  reduction  of  duliea,  there  must  be  an  im- 
mense surplus  revenue,  which  could  not  be  abaorbed  by 
the  Irgitimste  objects  of  expenditure;  and  yet  the  ad- 
ministration then,  as  at  all  limes,  under  Ihe  control  of  Ihe 
parly  lo  which  the  Senator  belongs,  were  too  much  en- 
grossed in  the  paliry  politics  of  the  day  to  make  the  least 
preparation  to  meet  a  juncture  so  full  of  embarrassment 
and  danger.  Our  course  was  different.  We  clearly  saw 
what  was  coming,  and  prepared  in  time  fur  the  crisis. 
We  saw  that  if  the  tariff  of  1838  waa  perpetuated,  Ihe  sts- 
ple  Statea  would  be  .reduced  to  poverty  and  ruin;  and 
accordingly  opposed,  with  all  our  might,  every  attempt 
of  the  Senator  and  his  party  to  perpetuate  that  odious 
and  oppressive  meaaure.  We  saw,  with  equal  clearnens^ 
that  vilhout  reduction  tliere  vou1<Lbc  an  immonse  sur- 
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pluf,  and,  at  the  mme  time,  tbat  there  wu  not  Ibe  alight- 
est  prospect  of  nich  reduction  from  those  in  power,  who 
were  either  blind  to  the  danger  or  too  indifferent  to  the 
intertsti  of  the  country  to  bestov  a  moment'i  attention 
on  the  (uhjecl.  Above  all,  we  saw  the  danger  of  so 
liryeaMrplust  the  vast  inercHC,  in  consequence,  of  the 
power  and  patronage  of  the  Executive;  the  corruption 
Knd  spccuUlion  that  would  ft^low,  with  the  los4  of  all 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  those  in  power.  In  all  this 
we  could  not  but  see  the  overthrow  of  our  institutions, 
and,  with  them,  of  the  liberty  of  the  country,  unless 
some  effectual  remedy  should  be  applied-  Thia  remedy, 
as  1  have  stated,  was  to  be  found  in  State  interposition) 
and  we  accordingly  spared  no  exertion  in  preparing  our 
State  to  meet  the  coming  danger,  under  the  banner  of 
State  sorereignly.  lo  the  mean  Ume,  we  patiently  wait- 
cd  the  final  payment  of  the  public  debt,  when,  if  a  auffi- 
clent  reduction  of  the  duties  was  not  made,  by  which 
only  the  approaching  calamity  would  be  averted,  it  was 
resolved  to  interpose  tlie  sovereign  voice  of  the  Slate,  as 
the  last  and  only  eSicieiit  remedy. 

At  the  opening  of  the  session  of  1831-'33,  the  Presi- 
dent, in  bis  annual  message,  announced  tliai  the  public 
debt  might  be  eonaidered  ai  extinguished,  as  there 
was  sufficient  money  in  the  Treasury  t&  meet  the  rem- 
nant unpaid;  and  then,  for  the  Hrat  time,  the  adminislra- 
tton  began  to  move  on  the  reduction  of  the  protective 
datiest  but  even  then,  when  forced  by  necessity  to  act, 
so  absurd  and  inefficient  were  the  schemes  proposed  for 
reducing  the  duties,  that  it  may  well  be  doubted,  even 
now,  whether  their  desire  to  keep  open  the  dangerous 
and  vexed  quealion  of  the  tariff  did  not  prrponderale 
aver  all  other  motives.  Instead  of  proposing  a  system 
of  gradual  reduction,  which  would  biiog  down  the  duties 
in  a  limited  period  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasuryr  after 
the  discharp;e  of  the  debt,  without  the  overthrow  of  the 
numufactunng  establisbmenis  of  the  country,  which  was 
obviously  the  only  practicable  and  wise  course,  a  partial 
and  inefficient  bill  was  introduced,  which  provided  a 
limited  reduction,  without  any  regular  plan.  It  received 
llie  sanction  of  Congress,  and  was  officially  announced 
to  be  a  final  n^uslment  of  the  tariff  between  the  con- 
flicting interests.  The  amount  of  the  reduction  of  th« 
revenue  under  its  provisions  was  estimated  not  to  ex- 
ceed three  or  four  millions  of  dnlUrs,  and  yet  it  was  se- 
riously maintained  that  this  inconsiderable  reduction 
would  bring  down  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
cmment;  and  stich  was  the  force  of  party  delusion  st 
the  time,  that  ^nllemen  of  intelligence  returned  home 
and  Slaked  their  reputation  snd  re-election  on  that  issue. 
But  we  were  not  deceived  then,  as  we  do  not  intend  to 
be  now.  We  clearly  saw  through  the  deception,  snd 
took  our  stand  at  onoe,  with  a  fixed  determination  to 
close  the  dangerous  controversy,  and  throw  ofl'  the  op- 
pressive and  unconatttulional  burden  which  weighed  so 
heavily  upon  the  energy  and  prosperity  o\  the  South. 
The  time  for  action  bad  arrived.  The  debt  was  paifl, 
end  yet  the  tariff  of  1838,  the  offspring  of  the  Senator 
fruiD  New  Yotk  and  his  party,  rennained  almost  in  full 
energy.  AAer  a  warm  canvass,  the  State  of  South  Car- 
olina, as  one  of  the  sovereign  members  of  this  Union, 
met  in  convention,  declared  the  act  to  be  unconstitution- 
•',  and,  as  such,  null  and  void.  In  a  word,  we  nullified. 
Then  followed  the  proclamation  and  force  bill,  aa  the 
ultimate  means  of  prolonging  the  existence  of  the  odious 
Mid  unconstitutional  act  uf  1838,  which  the  party  of 
which  the  Senator  is  a  member  had  attempted  to  fix  on 
the  country  by  a  scheme  of  permanent  distribulioni  and 
which,  when  the  issue  was  made,  they  were  ready  to  sus- 
tain at  the  hazard  of  civil  war.  But,  thanks  lo  a  kind 
Providence  which  had  watched  so  cnnstsntly  over  our 
destinieii,  their  counsel  did  not  prevail.  The  spirit  of 
conciliation  and  cumproraise  ovcrrlued  that  of  violence 


and  force.  The  memorable  bill  of  1833  was  introduced 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,}  and  be- 
came a  taw  of  the  land,  in  despite  of  the  protective  and 
force-bill  party,  It  closed  the  conflict  between  the  North 
and  the  South,  which,  if  not  revived  by  the  arts  of 
those  who  passed  the  tarifT  of  1838,  will,  1  inist  and  be- 
lieve, remain  closed  forever. 

Such  is  the  train  of  events  which  led  to  the  act  of 
1833,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  passed;  and 
we  are  now  called  on  to  decide  whether  we  shall  adhere 
to  its  provisions  <>r  not.  The  Senator  from  New  York  in- 
vites us  to  surrender  our  interest  in  it,  and  to  open  anew 
the  tariff  controversy;  snd,  with  a  view  to  test  our  deter- 
mination, has  inserted  in  this  bill  the  repeal  of  the  duty 
on  sah.  He  signifies  his  dissent.  1  am  glad  of  it.  It 
proves  that  he  dreads  adirect  issue  on  the  subject,  which 
is  not  surprising  after  the  statement  made;  but  I  must  tell 
him  thut  it  ia  immaterial  whether  it  was  so  intended  or 
not.  Salt  is  among  the  articles  comprehended  in  tite 
act,  and,  if  we  may  touch  one  item,  we  mav  all.  To 
vote  for  the  repeal  of  a  single  item,  unless  witli  common 
consent,  as  effectually  surrenders  fte  compromise  as  lu 
vote  for  the  repeal  of  all. 

The  Senator  from  New  York  must  excuse  me.  I  fee  lit 
my  duty  to  speak  plainly  where  the  interest  of  my  con- 
Btituents  and  the  whole  country  is  so  deeply  concerned. 
I  must  tell  him  I  lack  confidence  in  him.  1  see  in  his 
bill  a  design,  under  Die  show  of  reduction,  to  revive  the 
tsritr  controveriy,  by  which  he  and  his  party  have  ao 
much  profited  at  the  expense  of  the  country.  It  is  an 
arilul  and  bold  stroke  of  party  policy,  calculated  to  dis- 
tract and  divide  the  opposition,  and  place  almost  unlimit- 
ed ccmtrol  over  the  capital  and  labor  of  the  country  in 
the  hands  of  those  in  power.  It  affords  the  meant  of  ap* 
pealing  lo  the  hopes  and  fears  of  every  section  and  inte. 
rest,  while  the  distraction  and  division  which  must  follow 
would  prevent  the  possibility  of  united  efforts  to  arrest 
the  abuses  and  encroachments  of  power.  Experience 
has  taught  ui  lo  understsnd  the  game,  and  to  be  on  our 
guard  against  those  who  are  playing  it.  We  cannot 
close  our  eyea  to  the  fact  that  the  party  which  ts  now  so 
intent  lo  disturb  the  compromise  is  the  very  party  that 
was  the  author  of  the  tariff  of  1828|  end  which,  iU\cr 
using  every  effort  to  render  it  permanent,  was  ready  to 
shed  our  blood  rather  than  surrender  the  act.  Their  de« 
votion  to  a  measure,  of  which  they  are  the  authors,  and 
to  which  tbry  owe  their  present  elevaiiun,  prepared  us 
to  expect  that  deep  hostility  to  the  act  which  gave  tlieir 
favorite  a  mortal  blow,  and  opened  the  way  for  a  united, 
and,  we  trust,  ere  long,  a  auccessful  revstanee  to  power, 
acquired  by  deception,  and  retained  by  delusion  and  cor- 
ruption. Tbe  entire  South  may  well  apply  to  tIte  Sen- 
ator, sk  the  author  of  the  tariff  of  1836,  the  reply  which 
a  diatinguikbed  Senator  gave,  after  its  passage,  to  one 
who  now  occupies  a  higher  station  than  he  then  did,  and 
who  undertook  to  explain  to  him  his  vote  on  the  occasion; 
'*  Sir,  you  have  deceived  me  once;  that  was  your  fault; 
but  \t  ycu  deceive  me  again,  the  f»ult  will  be  mine.** 
Alas,  fur  Vifginial  that  once  proud  and  patriolio  Slatet 
she  has  dismissed  her  honest  and  enlightened  so-<,  who 
served  her  wiih  so  much  fidelity,  and  has  elevated  to  ibe 
highest  office  him  who  betrayed  her  and  trampled  her 
interest  in  the  dust. 

I  know  full  well  the  attempts  that  will  be  made  (o  mis- 
represent my  position  on  this  occasion,  and  to  weaken 
me  in  the  cuiifidence  of  the  public.  1  fear  them 'not. 
I  know  well  those  whom  I  represent.  They  have  too 
clear  s  coneeption  of  their  true  interest,  and  pbtce  too 
high  an  estimate  on  truth  and  honor,  to  withhold  their 
confidence  from  him  who  fearlessly  follows  their  dictates. 
They  will  scorn  the  miserable  boon  proffered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York,  and  the  hand  that  offers  it,  and 
will  cling  to  the  act  which  they  w  ptxwdly  wrung  from 
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this  Government.  Were  I  to  lUten  to  the  voice  of  the 
Senktor  rrotn  New  YA-k,  they  would  hold  me  blind  to 
Iheir  interest^  ind  inditTcrent  to  (heir  honor.  I  shall 
firmly  mtintsin  Ihe  position  I  have  taken.  1  ihall  not  as- 
sent to  disturb  the  act  of  1833,  in  Ihe  slightest  degree,  so 
long  u  the  manufiMturing  interests  shall  adhere  to  its 
provisionsj  be  the  conduct  of  politioana  what  ft  may. 
Thus  far  they  hare  firmly  adhered.  Not  a  murmur  has 
been  heard,  or  a  petition  offered,  Trom  that  quarter, 
agtmst  it,  from  its  passaxe  to  the  present  daj ;  while  the 
memorial  of  the  Legtslatnres  of  the  two  great  tariff 
States — MasMchusetta  andPennsylrania->-which  pledge 
themselTCa  to  abide  by  the  prorisiona  of  Ihe  act,  give 
atrong  additional  aaturanee  that,  \t  ve  do  not  disturt)  it 
on  our  part  they  will  not  on  theira. 

Hr.  DROWN  said  that,  u  one  of  ihoie  representing 
in  part  one  of  the  Southrrn  States  he  ftit  himself  call- 
ed upon  to  aay  that  he  did  not  approve  the  doctrines 
which  had  been  advanced  by  tl<e  Senators  from  South 
Carolina,  and  considered  himseir  bound,  by  a  prnper  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  his  constitiientis  to  vote  for  the 
abolition  of  the  duly  on  salt.  This  tax  on  an  article  of 
such  prime  necessity  and  universal  use  bad  alwaya  been 
viewed  as  odious,  even  when  intended  as  a  financial  meas- 
ure, toreliere  an  embarrassed  Treasury.  What,  then, 
be  would  Bfck,  should  be  the  degree  of  repugnance  felt 
towards  ii,  when  millions  were  annually  flowing  into  the 
Treaaury  beyond  its  legitimate  wants' 

Among  Ihe  most  extraordinary  specttcles  tliat  he  had 
witnessed  here,  in  the  various  mutations  of  political  par- 
ties, none  had  struck  him  as  more  remark^le  than  that 
preaented  by  the  co-operation  of  the  Senators  from  South 
Carolina  with  the  Senatnrfrom  Massachusetts  [Hr.  Davis] 
who  had  always  been  distinguished  for  his  aeal  in  sup- 
port of  high  protecting  duties,  against  the  reductions 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance.  This,  indeed, 
was  a  strange  and  extraordinary  coincidence!  And 
what  more  did  we  see  and  hear?  Both  of  the  Senators 
from  South  Carolina  deitouncing,  in  the  most  unqualified 
lermsi  those,  of  our  Northern  friends  who  ndvocated 
these  reductions! 

The  Senate  had  been  told  th»t  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  other  Southern  States,  which  had  aided  in  elevating 
the  President  elect  to  the  station  which  he  was  shortly 
to  fill,  had  done  an  act  fatal  to  their  interests,  and  incon- 
sistent with  their  political  principles.  As  one  of  the 
Senators  from  a  Southern  Statf,  he  could  not  sit  in 
ulence  and  hear  ihe  charges  which  had  been  brought 
agaioat  that  gentleman,  on  the  subject  of  the  tar'ifT,  with- 
out ezpreaung  the  opinion  that  great  injustice  had  been 
done  him.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  no  hesitation  in  making  the 
assertion  that,  from  the  period  when  he  hsd  first  taken 
his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  session  of  i639-*30,  down  to 
llie  period  when  South  Carolina  passed  her  ordinance  of 
nullification,  the  only  efficient  aid  given  hy  any  parly 
from  the  North  in  faror  of  reduction  came  from  the  po- 
litical friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  lie  woukl  ask  if  it 
had  not  been  almost  a  constant  topic  of  abuse  and  de- 
nunciation against  him,  during  the  period  In  which  he 
had  referred,  that  he  favored  a  reduction  of  (he  tariff' 
If  any-  one  doubted  the  accuracy  of  his  recollections  of 
that  period,  he  would  refer  them  to  the  contempors- 
neous  debates  in  both  branches  of  Congress,  and  they 
would  find  that  portion  of  the  opposition  who  were  in 
favor  of  high  protecting  duties  repeatedly  assBiling  him 
as  an  advertary  of  the  system,  and  as  meditating  its  over- 
throw. Such  Hr.  B.  knew  to  be  the  fact,  lie  knew, 
likewise,  upon  all  test  qiiestiona  which  came  before 
cither  House  of  Congress,  during  the  period  to  which 
he  had  alluded,  that  almost  the  only  aid  that  the  South- 
ern States  had  received,  either  in  discussion  or  by  votes, 
wsa  given  hy  the  political  friends  of  the  gentleman  whom 
the  Senate  had  heard  so  much  denounced.   Ar.d,  not- 


withstanding this  WBS  the  fact,  he  was  held  up  here,  and 
charged  with  having  attempted  to  fix  permanently  high 
duties  on  the  country!  Hr.  B.  conaidered  the  charge 
which  had  likewise  been  made  against  the  administration 
in  this  debate,  of  having  wanted  in  proper  efforts  to  re- 
duce the  tariff,  pending  the  progress  of  the  great  con- 
troversy which  bad  agitated  the  country  on  that  subject, 
to  be  equally  unsustained.  Those  who  were  then  mem- 
bers of  that  body  could  not  fail  to  recollect  the  anxious 
exertions  made  by  the  leading  members  of  the  adminis* 
tration  to  obtain  a  reduction  of  the  tariff  to  some  reason- 
able standard.  At  the  session  of  1831-'33,  the  then 
Secretar}-  of  the  Treasury  submitted  a  plan  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  which  he  was,  be  belicTed,  called 
on  by  a  resolution  of  that  hotly  to  do,  which  propoeed  a 
very  large  reduction,  and  which  met  with  warm  oppo- 
sition from  the  manufacturing  interests.  Tliis  plan  was 
then  considered  as  having  not  only  the  sanction  of  the 
administration,  but  its  warm  support.  How,  then,  be 
would  ask,  could  it  with  justice  be  said  that  there  was 
no  effort  made  in  good  faith  by  those  in  power  to  adjuat 
Ibis  question  at  that  time? 

The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Ur. 
Calbovb]  hsdjaid  that  the  act  of  1832,  by  which  the 
tariff  was  redtffied  come  five  or  six  millions  annuallj, 
waa  considered  by  those  who  voted  for  it  as  settling  Ihe 
great  question  of  the  tariff  between  the  North  and  tlie 
South.  He  (Ur.  B.)  wai  one  of  those  who  voted  for 
the  act  of  1833,  and  he  also  remembered  the  little  favor 
which  it  met  with  from  some  other  quarter.  He  did  not 
consider  itasatall  settling  the  question,  nor  did  other  gen* 
llemen  from  the  South,  who  supported  it,  view  it  in  thnt 
fight.  On  the  contrary,  the  debates  of  that  day  would 
show  that  they  had  declared  their  unalterable  hostility  to 
the  aystem,  while  it  continued  on  the-slatute  book.  Ttie 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was,  therefore,  certainly 
mistaken  when  lie  had  said  that  the  act  of  183:^  «  as  con- 
sidered  as  settling  the  question  of  the  tariff  between  the 
North  and  the  South.  He  would  add  that,  in  his  opin- 
ion,  much  of  the  credit  was  dtie  lo  the  operation  of  that 
law  in  mitigating  Ihe  tariff,  which  was  now  claimed  ex- 
clusively for  what  was  generally  designated  ss  Ihe  com- 
promise act,  paued  in  1833!  By  the  former  acr,  it  waa 
estimated  that  the  revenue  would  he  reduced  annual  1/ 
five  or  six  millions!  yet  it  seemed  that  all  the  credit  ia 
now  to  be  given  to  the  compromise  act.  He  felt  to- 
wards that  act,  and  for  the  motivea  which  prompted  tlie 
honorable  gentleman  whn  originated  it,  that  reapect  to 
which  lh<-y  were  ao  jually  entitled. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  who  had 
first  addressed  the  Senate  on  this  question,  [Ur.  Paxa- 
Tos,]  touk  occasion,  in  the  course  of  hia  remarks,  to  aay 
it  was  owing  to  the  virtue  and  patriotism  of  the  Slate  of 
South  Carulina,  in  taking  the  sUnd  she  did  in  relation  to 
the  tariff,  thai  the  Southern  States  were  now  enjt^ii^ 
the  advantages  of  diminished  burdens  on  their  produc- 
tiona.  Now,  it  was  far  from  hia  intention  lo  qirak  wilJl 
censure  of  the  movement  of  that  Stat^  »hieh  bid  becB 
alluded  to  as  possessing  ao  much  virtue.  He  waa  oppo- 
aed  to  Ihe  force  bill,  designed  to  counteract  that  move- 
menli  but  he  thought  it  wasclaiming  rather  too  much  to 
say  that  Ihe  ciedit  was  due  solely  to  any  one  State.  lie 
did  not  briieve  that  her  course  on  that  occasion  hnd 
been  attended  whh  such  fortunate  consequences  as  those 
which  had  been  claimed  aa  flowing  from  it.  On  Ibe 
contrary,  he  muat  be  allowed  lo  express  great  doubts 
whether  it  had  not,  in  a  great  deerte,  in  the  end,  cod- 
tributed  lo  delay  the  reduction  of  the  dutiea  down  to  ■ 
revenue  point. 

The  payment  of  Ihe  national  debt,  and  the  accomula- 
tion  of  a  vast  amount  of  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  had 
produced  an  almost  universal  conviction  throughout  the 
country  that  the  revenue  should  be  brought  duwu  to  the 
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kgitiniate  wants  of  the  GuTernment.  This  opinion  cer- 
tiinly  prevailed  at  tlie  last  Mnion  ot  Congress  w  f^r  ai 
he  wu  able  to  judge.  And  what,  he  would  inquire,  was 
the  reason,  and  almost  the  acHe  reason,  for  not  doing  iO 
Was  it  not  asserted  that  the  compromise  act,  which  re- 
sulted from  the  movement  of  South  Carolina,  had  impo- 
sed an  obligation  on  Congresi  nut  to  act  while  it  was  in 
force?  This,  certainly,  was  the  main  argument  against 
legiilation  to  reduce  the  duties.  He  believed  but  for 
that  even  the  most  enthunastic  advoeatea  of  high  protect- 
ing duties  would  not  have  ventured  to  advocate  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  law  by  which  the  present  tmmenw 
amount  of  surplus  revenue  was  raised.  He  would  re- 
peat, then,  that  it  might  be  well  nuestioned  whether  the 
movement  of  South  Carolina  had  not,  in  some  degree, 
prejudiced  Southern  interesti^  from  the  effect  of  the 
compromise  act,  which  had  resulted  from  ir,  to  delay  the 
reduction  of  the  tarilT  down  to  a  revenue  standard. 

The  Senator  had  warned  those  representing  Southern 
States  in  this  body  not  tovote  for  a  reduction  of  the  duties 
provided  for  by  the  bill  then  before  them,  because,  in 
doin^  so,  he  thinks  they  will  lose  the  favorable  position 
at  this  time  occupied  by  the  South  under  the  present 
system,  and  invite  another  attempt  to  increase  the  tarilT. 
Mr.  B.  did  not  perceive  any  ground  fur  the  indulgence 
of  such  apprehensions.  The  national  debt  had  been  some 
time  since  paid  off,  and  a  large  amount  of  surplus  reve- 
nue wu  annually  coming  into  the  Treasury,  fie  could 
not  for  a  moment  believe  that  any  administration  would 
ever  venture  so  dangerous  an  experiment  as  to  propose 
an  increase  of  duties  under  such  circumstances. 

He  had  always  entertained  the  opinion  that  the  act  of 
1833  should  not  be  touched  for  light  or  trifling  causes. 
Asa  Senator  from  a  Southern  State,  he  would  not  have 
volunteered  a  proposition  to  act  on  this  subjecti  but  as 
it  had  been  brought  before  them,  and  as  very  clear  indi- 
cations, in  bia  opmion,  had  been  given,  from  a  large  por. 
tion  of  the  people  of  ll»e  North,  that  some  reduction 
ought  to  be  made,  he  considered  the  aspect  of  the  quea- 
lion  materially  changed.  The  friends  of  reduction  were 
not  on  that  floor  confined  to  those  representing  South- 
ern Slates;  but  many  gentlemen,  from  each  of  the 
great  diviuons  of  tlie  Union,  were  found  concurring  in 
the  opinion  that  it  was  necessary.  When  thii  sentiment 
had  taken  auch  strong  hold  of  the  public  mind,  as  well 
in  a  large  portion  of  the  North  as  elsewhere,  be  could 
not  see  any  improprieiy  in  legislating  with  a  view  to 
lessen  the  public  burdens,  at  IhU  time  so  unnecessarily 
continued.  As  one  of  those  representing  a  Soulbrrn 
State,  he  did  not  consider  that  he  should  diacharge  his 
duty  if  he  were,  under  existing  circumatancea,  to  refuse 
his  aid  in  voting  to  aboliab  the  duty  on  salt;  an  article  so 
essential  to  every  data  of  citizens,  and  more  espeeially  to 
Uiose  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

If,  however,  (said  Ur.  B.,)  this  view  of  the  subject  is 
irreconoileable  with  a  proper  consideration  of  the  com- 
promise act,  there  was  another  obligation  of  still  higher 
Butliorily,  and  entitled  to  more  sacred  observance,  than 
any  which  could  possibly  result  from  a  mere  legialative 
enactment,  that  challenged  their  respect.  He  alluded 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  from  which  was 
derived  our  power  to  impose  taxes,  in  the  shape  of  du- 
tiof  or  otherwise.  He  contended  that  Congresa  had  no 
right  to  raise  money  by  any  species  of  taxation,  except 
only  fur  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  powers 
granted  to  the  General  Government  by  that  instrument. 
They  were  annually  raising  a  great  deal  more  money 
than  was  required  for  those  purpoaee.  Was  there  not, 
then,  a  constitutional  obligatron  resting  on  them  to  re- 
duce the  duties  to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  which 
was  paramount  to  anyand  to  every  other  consideration ^ 
IVbiie,  therefore,  gentlemen  were  urging  the  claims  of 
the  compromiie  act  to  aooh  ncred  regard,  he  trusted 
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that  they  would  remember  that  the  constitution  nf  the 
,  United  States  deserved  infinitely  more  their  r^ard  and 
respect,  in  guiding  us  in  our  deliberations  here. 

Mr  R.  expressed  his  regret  that  the  gentleman  froa 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calbodm]  had  deemed  it  proper  to 
make  what  was,  in  his  opinion,  auch  an  onealln]  for  and 
unwarrantable  denunciation  against  those  of  their  North- 
ern friends  who  had  come  forward  as  the  advocates  of  a 
reduction  of  duties  on  tbiaoccaMon.  If  some  of  these 
gentlemen  had  occupied  the  position  In  1838,  in  relation 
to  the  tariff,  which  hsd  been  said  and  chained  against 
them,  the  country  had  the  gratification  now  to  see  and 
know  that  they,  at  least,  bad  changed  for  the  better, 
while  some  of  those  representing  a  portion  of  the  South 
upon  tliis  floor,  and  who  were  now  opposing  some  of 
the  proposed  reductions,  had,  in  that  respect,  somewhat 
deteriorated. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  in  his  opinion,  ill 
opposing  a  rrduciion  or  duties,  by  so  doing  oontributed 
to  keejvup  the  system,  and,  in  that  manner,  indirectly 
supported  the  tariff  principle,  it  would  seem,  there- 
fore, that  the  relative  positions  of  gentlemen  had  under* 
gone  some  change  in  the  progress  of  events. 

[Mr.  Calbovh.  Am  I  to  understand  the  Senator  to  aiMr 
that  1  have  changed  my  sentiments  in  relation  to  the  larifil^ 

Mr.  D.  resumed.  What  he  intended  to  say,  and  what 
he  had  distinctly  asid,  was,  that  those  who  are  now 
charged  with  having,  in  1828,  been  friends  of  the  tarifF, 
at  any  rate  had  now  given  indications  in  ftvor  of  rdax- 
ing  the  present  system  of  dultea,  while  gentlemen  who 
were  hitherto  opposed  to  the  system  were  at  present 
against  a  reduction  of  the  duties.  He  could  not  exactly 
uy  what  their  sentiments  were,  hut  only  what  their 
course  was  here.  Whellier  their  sentiments  had  under- 
gone any  change,  it  was  not  for  bim  to  say;  but  be  re- 
peated that,  so  far  as  their  actions  were  concerned,  it 
seemed  certain  to  him  that  the  gantlemen  were  not  aa 
hostile  to  the  ^'stem  as  they  had  been  on  sobm  former 
occasions. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  observed,  in  reply,  that  the  mode  in 
which  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  reasoned  went 
to  hold  up  Hr.  C.  to  the  country  as  being  opposed  to 
the  reduction  of  the  tariflT.  Mr.  C.  protested  againit 
such  an  interpretation  of  his  epurie.  He  wai^  and  at 
ways  had  been,  decidedly  in  favor  of  a  redaeUon,  snd  b* 
voted  against  the  present  motions  expressly  from  his  ut> 
ter  aversion  to  the  whole  tariff  system.  He  beliered 
tliat  the  small  reductions  now  proposed,  by  unscUling 
the  compromise,  would  bring  back  the  system  in  its 
whole  extent;  but  he  had  not  ibe  slightest  faith  on  earth 
that  the  party  wbo  had  brought  forward  this  bill  ever 
intended  to  pass  it.  If  Ibey  had  really  been  in  earnest 
in  desiring  that  a  hill  of  this  character  ahould  become  a 
law,  why  had  these  disputed  items  been  put  into  the 
billf  The  great  body  of  the  reductions  in  the  bill  were 
without  dispute,  and  might  have  been  passed  in  ten  min> 
utest  why,  then,  had  these  others  been  put  inf  Was 
not  the  design  plain  and  palpable?  Who  expected  that 
there  would  be  any  reduction  in  the  revenue?  And  be- 
cause he  wfHiId  not  give  a  vote  which,  while  it  would 
tell  on  nothing  at  sll,  would  go  to  commit  bia  Slate  to 
break  the  compromise,  was  he  to  be  held  up  as  opposed 
to  the  reduction  of  the  tarilT'  The  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  himself  could  not  but  see  that  Mr.  C's  position 
abowed  and  proved  that  he  was  as  much  opposed  to  the 
tariff  aa  he  had  ever  been.  He  had  never  retrograded 
a  single  inch. 

Mr.  BBOWN  said  that  be  was  not  awarfc  that  be  had 
at  all  misrepresented  the  Senator  frpm  South  Carolina. 
In  what  he  had  said  he  bad  alluded  to  certain  bngusge 
in  that  gentleman's  speech,  which  he  thought  was  rather 
sharp  towards  those  Southern  Senators  wbo  had  voted 
for  this  bill*  Mr.  B.  bad  been  called  upon  to  giro  his 
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reasons  why  he  was  in  fnvur  of  the  abolition  of  the  duty 
on  saitt  and,  in  to  doing,  he  had  taken  oceaaion  to  ob- 
■ei^e  that  the  Senator  front  South  Carolina  had  advoca- 
ted the  retention  of  the  exiating  datieif  that  he  had  op- 
posed any  infraction  of  the  compromite,  and  bad  advo* 
cated  doctrinei  which,  in  Mr.  B'a  opinion,  vent  to  per* 
petuate  the  tariff  ryatemi  for  he  held  that  a  vote  against 
this  bill  was,  to  all  intend  and  purposea,  a  tariff*  vote. 
The  question  put  to  erery  Senator  was,  whether  he 
would  reduce  the  duties  or  nol;  and  no  casuistry,  no 
pitiful  subterfuge,  would  ever  induce  him  to  believe  that 
a  Senator  who  voted  in  the  negative  did  not,  in  tffieet, 
vote  tQ  perpetuate  the  Urtff*  systein.  The  conalitution 
was  imperative  that  Congress  should  raise  no  more  rev- 
enue than  the  constitution  itself  gave  them  power  to  ex- 
pend. They  were  at  present  raising  a  surplus  revenue — 
a  thing  which,  most  evidently,  the  constitution  never 
contemplated (  and  were  they  not  then  violating  that  in- 
■tnimentf  Those  who  voted  to  perpetuate  thia  system 
did,  he  insisted,  vote  to  perpetuate  the  leriflT.  Let  it  of- 
fend whom  it  might,  this  was  the  honest  truth.  He 
cared  not  where  it  might  liglit,  the  truth  should  be  spo- 
ken. He  knew  that  truth  might  aometimes  be  blamed, 
and  that  gentlemen  might  resort  to  harsh  repartees,  with 
a  view  to  escape  its  force)  but  truth  was  not  so  to  be  es- 
csped  from.  Mr.  B.  claimed  to  hare  no  very  exalted 
opinion  of  liii  own  character,  but  be  hoped  he  was  free 
from  the  contemptible  vanity  and  overweening  egotism 
which  was  sometimes  displayed  on  that  floor.  What 
little  intelligence  he  did  possess  he  should  use  without 
consulting  any  man,  or  inquiring  whether  his  ideas  quad- 
rated or  not  with  the  notions  of  those  who  seemed  to 
think  themselves  standards  of  political  infallibility.  He 
was  not  acquainted  with  any  one  who  possesard  this  at- 
tribute, nor  was  this  the  place  where  be  should  seek  for 
one  of  this  description,  aitd  lesst  of  all  should  he  look  for 
it  in  Out  quarter. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed,  in  reply,  that  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  had  fully  satuned  him  of  one  thing. 
The  Senator  continued  to  assert  that  Hr.  C.  was  in  fa- 
vor of  the  tariff",  because  he  was  opposed  to  taking  off" 
this  duty  on  salt.  All  he  could  say  was,  that  a  gentle- 
man who  could  think  or  say  so,  aRer  the  two  distinct 
Aplanations  and  admonitions  which  Mr.  C.  had  given, 
would  nut  hermner  receive  any  notice  from  him.  Hr. 
G.  regretted  that  his  appeal  to  (he  good  sense  of  the 
Senator  had  not  been  met.  He  had  expressly  asked  liim 
whether  be  meant  to  affirm  ttiat  Mr.  C.  was  not  opposed 
to  the  tariflr.  From  the  reply  he  Imd  receited.  he  had 
learned  a  lesson;  and  it  was,  not  in  future  to  respond  to 
loy  remarks  which  might  fall  from  that  Senator. 

Mr.  BROWN  rejoined,  and  observed  that  there  were 
some  individuals  by  whom  not  to  be  noticed  would  occa- 
sion him  some  mortiBcation,  but  there  were  others  by 
whom  he  had  not  the  lightest  desire  to  be  noticed  in 
any  way.  Their  notice  was  a  thing  he  had  never  desired 
or  cared  for,  and  to  receive  it  bad  not  always  eventu- 
ated as  a  benefit.  He  bad  bis  standing  on  ih^t  floor  not 
by  efforts  at  high-sounding  pretensions  to  the  atiri- 
butes  of  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honor.  He  felt  him- 
•elf  on  equal  grounds  with  the  Senator  fh>m  South  Car- 
*^ins,  or  any  other,  and  should  be  ready  lo  vindicate  his 
clainu  on  all  occasioni.  He  bad  said  that  he  was 
not  to  be  deceived  by  the  miserable  subterfuges  of  such 
~  as,  while  they  opposed  erery  reduction  of  the  tariff*, 
claimed  the  credit  of  being  against  the  tariff'  system. 
.This  was  (be  head  and  front  ot  bis  offiending;  and  he 
.would  here  take  leave  to  tay  that,  if  the  notice  of  the 
honorable  Senator  was  to  be  withdrawn  on  this  account, 
that  Senator  must  pursue  his  own  cuursei  but  Hr.  B. 
should  not  hereafter  notice  his  liallucinations  and  frantic 
denumsations  of  all  the  friends  of  the  administratioa  who 
might  not  happen  to  agree  with  him  in  opinion. 


Mr.  CALHOUN  aaid  be  was  not  in  the  habit  of  no- 
ticing the  Sena(or  from  North  Carolina  at  any  time.  As 
to  the  term  tubterjugep  as  applied  to  himself,  he  threw 
it  back  with  indignation. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  that  he  wiriied  to  offer  one  or  two 
remarks,  in  reply  to  a  particular  part  of  the  speech  of 
the  Senator  from' South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calrooit.]  He 
referred  to  the  appeal  addressed  by  him  to  all  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Southern  States,  in  which  the  Senator  had 
contended  that  no  Southern  man  could  with  propriety 
vote  for  a  reduction  of  the  tariff,  in  contravention  of  the 
compromise  act.    The  Senator  bad  based  bis  argument 
on  this  ground— that  if  they  of  the  South  should  once  Mt 
the  example  of  departing  fh>m  that  arrangement,  tbey 
could  afterwards  with  no  plausibility  pretend  to  bold 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to  its  observance.  The  Sen. 
ator  had  asked,  if  those  of  the  South  should  set  such  ao 
example,  how  thry  could  dare  to  insist  for  a  moment  oa 
the  observance  of  the  compromise  by  another  portion  of 
the  Union?   Mr.  R.  would  ask  that  Senator  wliat  evi- 
dence he  possessed  that  any  other  portion  of  (be  Union 
saw  the  least  binding  force  in  the  compromised  The 
Senator  himself  did  nut  pretend  to  say  that  there  was  the 
least  legal  or  moial  obligation  on  any  one  to  observe  it, 
Mr.  R.  had  not  heard  a  single  observation  which  looked 
like  recognising  any  binding  obligation  in  that  arrange- 
ment.   Gentlemen  talked  to  him  about  observing  a  bar- 
gain on  his  part,  when  he  had  no  evidence  whatever  that 
the  opposite  aide  meant  to  observe  it  on  theirs.  Were 
Southern  gentlemen  to  be  scrupulous  on  Ihie  subject, 
while  they  possessed  no  gusrantee  whslever  that  their 
Northern  brethren  would  not  advocate  an  increase  of  the 
tariff*  the  moment  they  had  any  chance  of  success?  Mr. 
R.  insisted  that  the  South  had  no  evidence  on  that  sub- 
ject.   He  called  Ihc  attention  of  all  Southern  Senators  to 
(he  very  significant  address  delivered  by  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  WtBsTia,]  at  the  but  sessicHi; 
to  the  cmpbatio  and  unequivocal  declaration,  when 
speaking  on  the  subject  of  the  nirplun,  that  the  com- 
promise act  never  could  or  should  be  recognteed  as  the 
prominent  policy  of  the  United  States.  That  gentleman 
had  protested  in  the  si  ron^est  terms  sgatnst  any  obligation 
to  observe  it,  and  had  said  exprtis'y  that  it  never  could 
be  recognised  as  a  proper  basis  for  the  commercial  (lolicy 
of  the  United  Slates.    Mr.  K.  had  not  forgotten  these 
wordat  and  now,  tn  the  present  debate,  had  the  Senate 
beard  from  the  other  Senator  from  Msasadiusetta  [Hr. 
DiTis]  a  solitary  argument  which  amounted  to  a  recog- 
nition of  the  compromise  ss  binding?   Had  that  gentle- 
man, in  his  able  speech,  opposed  the  abolition  of  the  duty 
on  salt  as  an  infraction  of  that  arrangement — as  a  violation 
of  a  bargain?  Mr.  R.  had  heard  no  language  of  that 
kind.  Neither  that  gentleman  nor  his  colleague  had  ever 
said  that  they  meant  to  observe  (he  bargain  on  their  part, 
when  their  turn  should  come  to  make  aacrificea  for  its 
observance.    When  that  gentleman  had  opp«Kd  the 
proposition  in  the  bill,  he  had  done  it,  as  he  always  did, 
in  a  manly  and  open  mannerj  on  grounds  of  strong  prac- 
tical sense,  and  not  as  being  any  violation  of  an  ideil 
compromise,  contained  in  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation. 
Mr.  R.  well  recollected  when  the  other  Senator  from 
Maasacbusetts  [Mr.  WxasTsa]  had  appealed  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cur]  who  had  introduced  the 
compromise  bill,  and  who  supported  it  on  this  ground- 
that  he  was  fully  convinced  that,  unless  some  such  expe- 
dient should  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  arrest  the  tben 
apparent  policy  of  the  administration,  tbe  manufactur- 
ing interest  would  soon  be  compelled  to  witnesa  worse 
times;  that  tbe  Senator  from  MasAchusetts  bad  ubserved 
that  if  the  operation  of  the  bill  should  in  practice  be 
found  injurious  in  a  high  degree  to  any  psriicular  branch 
of  manufacture,  he  huped  that  by  general  concent  ao 
much  of  the  bill  wuuld  be  withdrawn,  and  that  tbe  Sen- 
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■tor  from  Kentueky  [Ur.  Cut]  did  not  deny  (hat  nieh 
was  the  intention.  Ur.  R.  wai  conftdent  tbtt  it  would 
not  be  contended  any  where  that  there  ever  had  been 
■ny  distinct  recofpnition  of  a  binding  Torce  in  the  coiD' 
promise  bill.  Yet  the  Senator  Trom  South  Carolina  in- 
sisted that  every  Triend  to  Southern  interests  was  bound 
to  %Q  on  and  submit  to  every  sacrifice  required  by  that 
law,  in  the  vain  etpectation  that  at  a  future  day  the  com- 
promite  would  be  respected  by  those  who  were  inter- 
ested in  the  protected  branches  of  industry.  Mr,  R. 
cherished  no  such  expectation.  He  did  not  believe  that 
one  of  those  interested  in  the  protective  system  recog. 
nised  any  luch  bargain.  They  hid  acted  wisely,  with  a 
sagacious  regard  to  the  interest  of  their  constituents, 
cautiouily  abstaining  from  saying  a  single  word  which 
might  imply  that  their  hands  were  tied.  The  Senator 
from  Hassachusetti[Mr.  Wi>sTxii]luidf  on  the  contrary, 
with  great  consideration,  with  a  grave  and  solemn, man- 
ner, and  with  the  utmost  precision  of  languag'*,  protest- 
ed, at  the  Ia*it  session,  as  an  advocate  of  the  manufactur- 
■ng  interests,  against  the  compromise.  Mr.  R.  h^id  close- 
ly watched,  duriag  the  present  debate,  to  see  whether 
any  of  the  Senators  who  opposed  the  reductions  suggest- 
ed by  the-Committee  on  Finance  would  say  any  thing 
that  looked  like  recognising  a  solemn  bargain,  aigne^ 
sealed,  and  delivered,  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
which  would  be  violated  by  a  repeal  of  these  duties,  and 
he  had  not  heard  such  a  word  uttered  by  any  of  them. 
They  opposed  the  reduction  excluMvrly  upon  the  merits. 
Was  Ur.  R.  then,  as  a  practicdl  representative  of  the 
South,  to  be  told  that  he  must  go  on,  and  observe  the 
stipuUttons  of  the  compromise,  on  the  partufthe  South, 
when  be  saw,  from  the  most  unequivocal  evidence,  both 
positive  and  negative,  that  the  North  meant  to  do  no  sucb 
thing?  He  had  had  positive  evidence  of  it  in  the 
solemn  protest  of  ttie  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and 
he  had  had  the  most  abundant  negative  evidence  in  the 
fact  to  which  he  had  just  alluded,  that  not  a  man  who 
opposed  the  bill  had  placed  his  opposition  on  the  ground 
of  the  compromise.  Under  such  circumstances,  be  must 
be  excused  if  be  refused  to  pursue  such  a  one-sided 
course  of  policyi  and  he  hoped  that  gentlemen  who  as- 
sumed to  take  the  lead  on  Southern  questions,  and  to 
•peak  in  the  name  of  the  whole  South,  would  not  hold 
up  him,  and  those  who  ihonght  as  he  did,  as  faithless  to 
their  engagements,  if  ihey  refused  to  follow  such  a  lead. 

One  of  the  Senators  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  P»s- 
Tos ]  had  said  that  he  saw  with  the  utmost  clearness,  from 
the  indicaticHw  around  him,  that  the  tariff  interest  was 
predominant  in  that  bodyt  that  ita  opponents  were  the 
weaker  partyt  and,  therefore,  that  it  would  not  be  wise 
in  them  to  open  the  question.  Mr.  R.  would  ask  of 
that  Senator,  what  were  the  indications  to  which  he  al- 
luded? Prom  the  state  of  the  vote,  the  fact  was  un- 
questionable that  it  was  solely  owinr  to  tbe  course  pur- 
sued by  that  gentleman  and  bis  colleague  that  the  tarifi* 
iniereat  had  the  ascendency  on  that  floor.  The  question 
was  tried  in  the  attempt  to  repeal  tbe  duty  on  poreelun 
and  stoneware,  and  the  ayes  and  noes  on  that  question 
showed  that  it  had  been  lost  by  the  votes  of  those  two 
Senators  alonei  the  vote  stood  34  to  20.  If  those  gen- 
tlemen had  voted  otherwise,  it  would  have  stood  23  to 
2S,  and  the  motion  to  strike  out  porcelain  and  stoneware 
from  the  bill  would  have  been  lust  by  a  lie. 

[Mr.  Pbestos  here  explained,  and  thought  there  must 
have  been  a  mistake  in  recording  the  vote,  as  he  had 
nut  been  present  when  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called. 
}Ic  expressed  a  doubt  whether  articles  charged  with  a 
duty  of  30  per  cent,  were  included  within  U>e  compro- 
mise. He  was  ratherunder  the  impression  thalthey  were 
not  included.  Whatever  the  compromise  was,  he  was 
for  preserving  it.] 

Mr.  R.  resumed.   He  had  estmined  the  journal,  and 


found  the  names  of  both  the  Senators  from  South  Carolina 
amung  the  34  who  voted  for  striking  out.  But  whether 
the  record  was  coi;rect  or  not,  Mr.  R.  greatly  doubted 
that  the  tariff  interest  was  in  the  ascendant.  He  had 
seen  it  for  years  losing  its  influence  every  moment,  and 
he,  fur  one,  was  nut  afraid  to  leave  the  tariff  question 
open.  He  did  not  want  any  imaginary  sanctuary  to  pro- 
tect him  while  giving  his  vi>te  on  this  occasion.  He  was 
not  going  to  protect  himseir  by  artiGctal  defences  of  this 
kind  agAinst  tbe  people  of  tbe  United  States.  He  WM 
aware  that  the  people  had  once  been  In  favor  of  tbe  pro- 
tective policy,  but  he  did  not  believe  that  ihey  were  so 
at  this  time.  In  the  meanwhile  be  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  do  his  duty  to  a  man  who  had  been  greatly  mis- 
represented. He  did  not  believe  there  was  a  man,  indi- 
vidually, more  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  South, 'or 
who  would  do  mure  to  protect  those  interest^  than  the 
person  wlio  bad  been  so  rudely  assailed  in  this  debate. 
Hr.  R.  did  not  believe  that  he  ever  had  been  a  friend  to 
the  high  protective  policy.  He  had  watched  his  course 
and  looked  at  his  actions;  and  what  had  been  his  conduct^ 
It  had  been  otUn  thrown  in  Iiis  teeth  that  he  had  voted  for 
the  tariff  of  1836,  under  instructions  from  his  Legislature. 
Mr.  H.  cared  not  fur  all  that  had  been  or  could  be  said 
on  that  subject.  Every  body  had  witnessed  the  pro- 
gressive march  of  public  opinion  in  that  gentleman's  own 
State,  under  his  saeactuus  guidance.  htX.  gentlemen 
look  at  his  speech,  delivered  at  Albany  befurc  the  tarifi* 
of  1828  was  passed;  it  would  show  that  the  whole  bent  of 
his  mind  was  against  a  high  tarifTi  and  Mr.  K.  did  not 
doubt  that  it  bad  been  the  suspicions  excited  by  the  senti- 
ments in  that  speech  which  bad  drawn  forth  from  the 
Legislaturo  the  instruettons  under  which  Hr.  Van  Burea 
had  afterwards  voted.  They  were  not  in  the  dark  as  to 
the  views  and  purposes  of  that  individual,  whatever 
might  have  been  said  about  the  degeneracy  of  poor  old 
Virginia.  They  had  had  declarations,  under  sufHcient 
guarantees,  that  he  was  opposed  to  this  policy.  He  was 
not  a  man  to  run  into  abstractions,  but  was,  in  all  bis 
course  of  action,  eminenlly  wise  snd  practical.  His  ab- 
staining from  mere  abstract  positions  rendered  his  course 
of  action  effectual  in  bringing  about  good  results.  What 
was  that  individual  doing  at  thii  time'  Were  not  his 
personal  and  political  friends  acting  at  this  moment  in 
favor  of  Southern  interests?  The  chairman  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  who  had  introduced  the  present  bill, 
was  well  known  to  be  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  that 
gentleman.  In  fulfilment  of  the  pledges  be  had  given 
when  here  in  his  place,  the  individual  in  question  was 
now  proceeding  in  an  effort  to  mitigate  the  pressure 
of  the  tariff  tystemi  and  yet  those  who  should  have 
received  bim  into  their  confidence,  and  hailed  his  course 
with  thanks  and  praise,  turned  round  and  ungratefully 
repelled  the  proffered  aid.  It  was  "  all  talk."  It 
was  "  mere  New  York  tactics."  Nothing  was  meant 
by  It.  Did  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cal- 
houa]  wish  to  be  understood  as  so  utterly  and  irrecon- 
cileably  opposed  to  that  individual,  that  whenever  be  wai 
for  a  measure  tbe  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  to 
be  against  itf  And  when  he  was  against  a  measure,  and 
was  using  his  cfTurts  to  effect  a  reform  in  their  legisla- 
tion, was  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  still  to  op- 
pose him,  even  when  he  wits  giving  the  South  the  very 
thing  they  asked  for'  The  Senator  from  New  York  bad 
thus  far  acted  for  him  in  gofxl  faith,  and  bad  nobly  re- 
deemed his  pledges  to  tbe  South.  Mr.  R.  anticipated 
with  confidence  that  he  would  set  out  tbe  course.  He 
reposed  on  the  pledges  of  that  person,  both  as  to  our  do- 
mestic and  othtr  interests;  and  if  any  observations  had 
been  made  by  him  privately,  and  not  in  the  hearing  of 
the  Senate,  (as  Mr.  R.  had  heard  some  anecdotes  re- 
specting him,)  he  claimed  that  he  should  be  judged  by 
bis  acts.  When  that  gentleman  and^liis  friends  said  they 
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were  sgainil  s  high  tariff,  they  gave  to  the  country  work* 
lo  juitify  the  ssaertion.  Let  other*  who  impugn  ihtir 
tineerily  follow  the  t-xample.  When  olheri  iiltered  h>gh- 
Munding  profcuiora,  which  ehirmrd  the  «ar,  let  them 
follow  out  their  words  with  worktt  but,  u  %  plain  prac- 
tical nmn,  Mr.  R.  »w  nothing  which  would  entice  him  to 
follow  them.  He  thould  ivtil  himseir of  every  opportu- 
nity within  his  rench  to  get  rid  of  the  burden  of  which 
his  conaliluenis  complained.  The  tarifT  question  never 
had  been  closed)  it  was  atill  openf  and  Mr.  R.  was  wil- 
ling-, as  a  Southern  man.  to  leave  the  protection  of  his 
rights  with  the  American  people.  He  did  not  beUerc 
that  the  l»iflr  lystem  had  an  ascendency  in  the  country, 
nor  wouM  it  in  the  Senate,  but  for  the  votes  of  South 
Carolina. 

Mr,  U.  believed  the  measure  now  proposed  to  be  a 
wtae  one.  He  was  not,  indeed,  the  advocate  of  an  indis- 
criminate warfart-  against  manufacturest  he  was  not  going 
to  act  in  the  spirit  of  a  crusader  againat  them.  He  re- 
spected the  people  of  the  North,  who  were  so  deeply 
Interested  in  these  establbhents,  as  he  did  his  own  con- 
stituents. But  he  was  not  to  be  deterred  from  what  he 
considered  to  be  hia  duty  by  having  a  piece  of  parch- 
ment held  up  before  him,  by  being  told  that  it  was  a 
compromise,  and  (bat  he  dare  not  ask  the  other  party  to 
observe  it  unleu  he  observed  it  himself.  The  other  parly 
had  eipreasly  told  him  that  they  did  not  acknowledge 
the  bargain;  and  why  should  he  be  held  when  they 
were  not'  At  tbe  same  time,  he  was  disposed  to  treat 
all  the  great  interests  of  the  country  with  caution  and 
reverence,  and,  in  legislating  wiih  regard  to  them,  to 
tread  as  upon  holy  ground)  not  because  he  was  in  terror 
of  a  compromiar,  but  because  he  held  it  wise  not  raahiy 
to  disturb  existing  interests.  As  an  American  patriot,  he 
viewed  with  pride  and  exultation  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity of  bis  brethren.  He  wotiM  not  take  an  iota  from 
It,  if  it  could  possibly  be  avoided.  He  was  one,  how- 
ever, who  beheved  that,  notwithstanding  the  land  bill, 
(should  it  become  a  law,)  there  would  atill  be  a  surplus 
in  the  Treasury)  and  from  stern  neceasily  alone  he  wai 
willing  to  reduce  the  revenue,  though  in  so  duing  he 
could  not  wholly  avoid  affecting  tbe  interests  of  some  of 
his  feliow-citizenS)  and  as  he  saw  no  means  of  lessening 
the  national  income  su  good  and  expedient  aa  the  prudent 
and  catholic  measures  propoied  by  this  bill,  it  should  re- 
ceive his  support. 

Mr.  R.,  in  conclusion,  observed  that  he  had  said  much 
more  than  he  intended  to  say  when  he  rose.  The  par- 
ticular position  he  held  there  in  reference  to  his  own 
State  rendered  it  his  duty  to  be  thus  explicit,  and  he 
hoped  would  be  received  as  his  apology  for  so  long  de- 
taining the  Senate.  As  a  representative  of  Virginia,  he 
wu  wdlin^  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  this  sslt  tax  in  the 
nsme  of  his  State.  His  constituents  were  largely  inter- 
ested in  (he  manufacture  of  salt.  He  was  aware  that 
those  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  who 
were  also  largely  enesged  in  this  manufacture,  were  in 
a  different  situation  from  most  others.  The  lalt  manu- 
facture in  New  York,  Yirginis,  and  Ohio,  was  sufR- 
cientiy  protected  by  nature.  If,  by  any  act  of  legisla- 
tion on  this  subject,  an  injury  was  lo  be  inflicted  on  any 
portion  of  the  people  of  Hassschusetts,  Mr.  R.  abould 
sincerely  regret  it.  But  let  those  concerned  reAect  that 
'  theirs  wss  but  s  minor  interest,  when  compared  with  the 
whole  aiDount^of  capital  embarked  in  (his  manufacturei 
while  that  whole  amount  was  not  less  than  eight  or  ten 
millions,  the  capital  of  Massachusetts  was  only  two  mil- 
lions. Mr.  R.  could  not  see,  for  one,  that  the  continu- 
ance of  Ibis  duty  was  so  very  important  to  their  pros- 
perity. The  honorable  Senator  who  so  ably  represented 
ttiem  had  aasurcd  the  Senate  that,'  should  the  duty  be 
repealed,  his  constituents  would  come  hero  with  no 
whining  petitions  and  complainti.     Mr,  B.  believed 


every  word  which  had  been  said  on  that  subject.  He 
well  knew  (he  character  of  those  people,  and  was  as- 
sured (hat,  under  all  circumstsnces,  they  would  ^rather 
seek  (he  up-building  of  their  fortune  from  tlwr  own 
brawny  arms  and  bold,  untiring  industry,  than  ftvm  Ibe 
factitious  aid  of  a  precarious  legislation.  There  was  no 
duty  which  affected  the  community  so  widely,  so  uni- 
versally, as  a  duty  on  salt)  ami  while,  in  tbe  process  of  re- 
ducing the  revenue,  the  Senate  were  exploring  the 
whole  field  of  taxation,  would  they  pitch  upon  a  duty  ao 
intimately  eonnected  with  the  necesaaries  of  Ufet  He 
conceived  not. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that  he  did  not  rise  to  prolong  this 
debate,  certainly  not  to  follow  (he  example  of  the  two 
Senators  from  South  Carolins,  by  leading  off  the  debate 
into  the  discussion  of  incidental  subjects  of  a  personal 
and  wholly  irrelevant  character.  His  state  of  health, 
toD,  admonished  him  not  to  speak  more  than  was  abso- 
lutely necesaaryi  yet  he  was  compelled,  by  the  necessity 
of  the  case,  to  say  s  very  few  words  In  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  one  of  the  Scnaton  from  South  Carolins,  [Mr. 
Calbovs.  ] 

In  the  first  place,  tbe  Senate  had  heard  the  allegation 
of  that  Senator's  strong  suspicion  that  those  who  were 
in  favor  of  this  bill  were  not  acting  sincerely;  And  (he  re- 
mark seemed  psrticularly  simed  at  the  committee  who 
had  reported  the  bill.  Mr.  W,  was  sorry  they  itood  so 
low  in  the  Senator's  opinion.  But  there  was  nothing 
to  be  done  in  the  case.  The  Senator  had  a  right  not 
only  to  form  hia  own  opinion,  but  to  promulgate  It  with 
a  view  to  enlighten  the  Senate.  Mr.  W.  had  to  deal 
only  with  factaj  and  what  were  the  facta  of  this  case.' 
How  came  the  committee  with  the  subject?  On  the 
motion  of  (hat  honorable  Senator.  And  under  what 
circumstances  f  With  the  utterance  of  a  declaration 
about  u  charitable  as  some  others  in  which  he  waa  in 
the  habit  of  indulging— that  (he  committee  would  make 
a  mere  demonatration,  but  wouM  In  fact  do  nothing. 
The  Senator,  however,  was  revived  that  the  committee 
should  show  what  their  intentions  really  were.  The 
matter  thus  far  was  prophetic.  He  would  now  come  lo 
history.  The  Senator  had  done  him  the  justice  repeat- 
edly to  acknowledge  that  his  personal  exertions  hsd  not 
been  wanting.  The  progress  of  the  committee  had 
been  frankly  communicatra  to  that  gentleman,  so  that 
they  could  not  at  least  be  accused  of  secrecy  and  dia- 
guise.  Whether  any  unnecesssry  delay  had  occurred  in 
reporting  the  hill  was  a  matter  for  the  judgment  of  Ibe 
public. 

Fur  the  truth  of  any  allegations  on  this  subject,  be 
must  refer  to  his  humble  credit  here  while  he  siBrmed 
that  the  committee  made  what  expedition  they  could. 
The  bill  was  at  length  reported  lo  the  House  as  soon  as 
it  was  prepared.  But  then  the  Senator  acks,  why  was 
It  nut  earlier  taken  up?  Mr.  W.  said  be  knew  it  was 
unnecesasry  for  him  to  answer  that  question  before  this 
Senate.  What  had  been  the  declaration  which  he  him- 
self had  made,  on  bringing  this  bill  into  the  House?  Did 
he  not  then  remark  that  the  land  bill  must  be  (he  chief 
reliance  of  the  country  for  any  very  important  reduction 
of  the  revenue,  and  that  all  that  could  be  effected  in 
respect  to  duties  must  bear  a  coiriparatively  small  pro- 
portion? And  what  bill  had  been  before  the  Senate 
when  the  bill  in  question  had  been  reported?  Was  it 
not  the  land  bill?  And  to  whom  was  it  to  be  charged 
that  the  discussion  of  the  land  bill  occupied  tbe  Senate 
for  weeks?  To  the  Committee  on  Finance?  To  any 
member  of  that  committee?  Let  the  Senate  answer. 
And  what  hsd  followed  the  land  bill?  Another  bill  ofa 
public  natnre,  and  of  a  highly  important  character.  On 
Thursday  the  Finance  Committee  had  directed  Mr.  W. 
to  ask  for  the  printing  of  the  tarifT  bill,  and  it  was  (ir> 
dered  by  the  Senate;  but  u  tbe  printing  tvas  not  oon^ 
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pleted  in  time  for  it  to  be  brought  in  oa  Friday,  he  h«d 
then  given  notice  that  be  should  call  up  the  bill  on  the 
Monday  following.    In  complianee  with  this  promite,  he 
had  accordingly  moved  on  Honda;  that  the  bill  be  taken 
up,  but  a  Urge  majority  of  the  Senate  refuied  lo  do  to. 
Mr,  W.  called  it  up  the  day  followingt  and  he  would  now 
aak,  had  the  committee  lince  then  been  chargeable  with 
delaying  ita  progress?    Whence  had  come  the  leading 
prominent  oppo^tion  to  the  bill?    From  a  source,  he 
muat  in  candor  say,  he  had  not  anticipated.    Tlioae  who 
made  the  opposition  to  it  bad  of  courM  perfect  control 
as  lo  the  manner  in  which  the  oppoaition  waa  to  be  con* 
dactedi  but  he  had  deemed  it  proper  lo  make  thii  an* 
■wer  to  what  he  mutt  comider  a  lomewbat  unjKnerous 
imputation.    The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had 
thought  priKier  to  present  the  Senate  with  a  full-length 
portrait  of  his  bumble  self.    What  effect  this  might 
have  in  furthering  or  preventing  the  repeal  of  the  salt 
duty,  it  was  not  for  him  to  say.    It  was  a  matter  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with.    The  fact  that  he  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ci»Dmittee  on  Hanufacturea  in  1838,  and  that 
he  bad  mipported  the  tariff  bill  pasted  in  that  year,  was, 
he  belieTed,  not  new.   But  to  a  single  eautioua  remark 
thrown  out  by  the  genilemana  he  ahould  take  the  liberty 
to  reply.    The  honorable  Senator  intimated  that  some- 
body had  been  deceived  on  that  occastoni  and,  by  coup, 
linghimself  and  his  friend,  when  speaking  of  that  decep- 
tion, be  seemed  to  leare  the  inference  that  Mr.  W.  bad 
been  a  pari;  to  It.    Mr.  W.  had  been  well  aware  of 
the  course  the  bill  vat  likely  to  take  in  the  House  of 
Repreientatires.    Whether  the  other  gentleman  alluded 
to  was  so  or  not,  he  did  not  know;  but  tbia  he  knew: 
that  the  shape  given  to  the  bill  was  that  preferred  by 
every  member  From  the  South.    Thera  had  been  a  con- 
flict  as  to  principle  between  reporting  a  bill  which 
should  protect  manufactures  alone,  and  a  bill  which 
ahould  extend  the  protection  to  the  material  which 
eonatitoted  the  subjeot-oMtter  of  which  the  manu- 
factured articles  were  eompoted,  to  n  to  extend  the 
benefit  to  the  agricultural  interest  also.     An  exceed- 
ingly amiable  and  worthy  gentleman,  since  dead,  [Mr. 
W.  was  understood  as  referring  to  the  late  Hon. 
Warren  R.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,]  had  been  a  mem- 
ber with  himself  of  the  committee  who  reported  the 
bill,  and  that  gentleman's  name  and  Ma  own  would  be 
found  recorded  t<^elher  in  the  TOtes  upon  it   The  gen- 
tleman alluded  to  had  been  utterly  opposed  to  a  tariff 
bill  of  any  kind)  but  if  any  was  to  be  reported^  he  had 
his  choice  between  the  alternatives,  and  preferred  the 
insertion  of  protecting  duties  on  the  raw  material.  Mr. 
W.  knew  that  that  gentleman  and  all  his  associates  were 
sanguine  in  the  belief  that  if  the  bill  should  be  thus 
framed,  the  New  England  members  would  vote  against 
it,  and  it  would  consequently  be  loit.    Ilr.  W.  did  all 
he  could  lo  undeceive  them,  but  he  could  not  succeed. 
The  Eastern  menriiera  did,  in  tbe  course  of  debate,  make 
uae  of  expressions  severe  and  hsrsh,  almost  beyond  the 
limits  of  parliamentary  rule;  and  this  strengthened  the 
Southern  members  if  the  belief  that  the  bill  could  not 
pass.    But  be  had  told  them  repeatedly  that  the  very 
men  who  thus  denounced  the  bill  would,  on  the  final 
question,  vote  in  ilt  bvor;  and  the  event  justified  his 
prediction. 

[Mr.  Datis  here  interposed,  and  asked  whether  the 

Senator  meant  to  say  that  he  had  voted  for  the  bill.] 

Mr.  W.  replied,  that  in  his  former  remarks  he  had 
had  no  reference  to  that  gentleman.  There  were  insin- 
uations here  made  which  seemed  to  intimate  a  suspicion 
that  some  deception  was  intended  by  the  authors  of  the 
present  bitt)  but  be  thought,  if  the  gentleman  who  had 
thrown  them  out  would  give  the  matter  a  little  more  re- 
flection, he  miut  himaeir  become  lalisiied  that  the  innn- 
nation  was  unfounded.   If  not,  however,  it  wu  but  of 


little  moment.  As  to  whst  bad  transpired  here,  whether 
in  public  proceedings  or  private  conversations,  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  waa  years  since  the  transactions 
look  place,  and  many  of  tlie  agents  concerned  in  then 
had  since  pawed  off  the  tt^^  of  life;  for  himself,  be  waa 
satisfied  with  the  judgment  which  the  country  bad  pro- 
nounced upon  his  own  course.  He  impogaed  that  of 
no  other  gentleman. 

There  was  another  point  on  which  he  must  be  !ndulg< 
ed  in  a  word  or  two.  The  Senator  bad  represented  him 
as  having  stated  that  this  article  of  salt  had  been  intro> 
duced  into  the  bill  as  a  test  question,  whether  the  com- 

ftromise  was  or  was  not  to  be  adhered  to.  The  Senator, 
t  was  true,  had  afterwarda  become  satisfied  of  his  mis- 
take, and  had  corrected  himself.  What  was  it  that  Mr. 
W.  bad  said  in  relation*  to  the  compromise?  He  bad 
slated  that  it  had  been  the  purpose  of  the  committee,  in 
framing  the  present  bill,  to  seek  as  well  among  articles 
the  duty  on  which  was  above  30  per  cent.,  as  among  those 
under  20  per  cent.,  for  such  as  mi^t  be  nude  free  of 
duty,  without  disturbing  any  very  important  interest  of 
the  country.  He  had  exprmly  said  that  he  felt  under 
no  restraint  whatever  in  going  above  20  per  cent,  or  be- 
low it,  to  find  articles  of  tliis  description,  and  bad  stated 
his  opinion,  that  what  was  called  the  compromise  act 
had  the  force  of  an  ordinary  law  of  Congress,  and  no 
more.  He  had  made  the  same  declaration  at  the  time 
the  compromise  bill  passedt  and  he  believed  tbe  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  had  done  the  same.  It  w«s 
now  his  duty  to  show  that  there  bad  been  no  magio 
about  the  introduction  of  this  article  of  salt  into  the  bill. 
He  bad  run  hia  eye  cursorily  over  a  table  containing  the 
long  list  of  protected  articles,  and  had  found  that  tbe 
duty  on  those  charged  with  20  per  cent,  amounted  to 
$1,335,000.  Congresf,  by  unanimous  consent,  had  re- 
duced the  duty  on  wine  one  half  since  the  compromise; 
yet  wine  before  tbe  reduction  paid  more  than  30  per 
cent.  Since  then  it  paid  leas.  The  committee  propo- ' 
sed  •  similar  reduction  in  the  duty  on  foreign  spirit. 
That  was  now  over  twenty  per  cent.  But  if  nothing  muat 
be  touched  but  what  was  under  twenty  per  cent.,  then 
there  murt  be  deducted  from  the  bill  $439,000  on  this 
item.  There  had  been  already  deducted  $53,000  on 
worsted  yarn,  and  $339,000  on  earlhenwarei  and  now 
salt  must  go,  and  various  other  items  would  Iwve  to  fol- 
low suit. 

Mr.  W>  had  not  risen  to  argue  the  prineiplei  on  that 
every  gentleman  must  satiafy  his  own  mind.  All  he 
mesnt  to  say  was,  that  if  the  Senate  was  to  be  guided  by 
the  rule  which  had  been  laid  down,  all  hope  of  any  re- 
duction in  the  revenue  waa  gone,  and  either  there  must 
surplus,  and  a  consequent  distribution  till  the  year 
1842,  or  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  must  be  stopped 
entirely. 

He  must  be  Indulged  in  one  more  suggestion.  Tbe 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  said  that  but  for  tbe 
compromise,  the  bill  of  1832  would  have  produced  an  im- 
mense surplus.  Mr.  W.  would  ask  the  Senator  wheth- 
er, if  the  public  lands  bad  been  retained,  (as  was  then 
expected,)  there  would  have  been  a  surplus?  None 
whatever.  But  Mr.  .W  had  voted  for  the  compromise. 
True.  He  hoped  for  that  one  vote,  at  least,  the  Senator 
would  not  blame  him.  That  be  had  many  faults  he  felt 
most  deeply!  but  he  should  not  now  so  far  comply  with 
some  examples  as  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  his  own 
public  or  private  conduct.  He  bad  voted  for  the  com- 
promise act  for  the  sake  of  quieting  the  country.  He 
had  not  then  believed  that  there  would  be  any  trouble- 
some amount  of  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  nor  did  be 
now  believe  that  there  would  have  been,  but  for  the 
immense  sales  of  the  public  lands,  which  was  an  event 
not  anticipated  by  any  body.  He  would  now  observe^ 
in  eonclttrion,  that,  as  a  member  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
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tee,  be  htd  presented  to  the  Senate  the  beit  bill  he 
could.  He  hid,  indeed,  been  fully  iwire  that  it  miut 
disturb  10(06  domeBlic  inlereitij  but  he  defied  the  gen- 
tlemen who  «o  loudly  eontplKined,  to  fruiw  any  bill 
which  would  not^do  lo.  There  were  lome  mantelet  be- 
low 30  per  cent,  which  the  commitlee  did  not  inaert,  be- 
caoae  they  believed  it  inexpedient  to  touch  them,  while 
there  were  others  shove  30  per  eent.  which  they  did 
insert,  for  the  sake  of  the  object  to  be  ftceoropltshedt  viz: 
•ome  reduction  in  the  revenue. 

Mr.  STRANGE  i^rved  thit  the  very  deep  rever- 
ence he  entertained  for  this  body  always  rendered  it  ex- 
ceedingly painful  to  bim  to  addreis  it|  and  this  reason 
alone  had  often  restrained  him  from  ri«n|f  in  hit  place, 
and  diaclaimtng  sentiments  and  opinions  uttered  by  the 
Senator  Trom  South  Csrolint,  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
South,  in  which  he  differed  with  him  Mo  cab.  But  on 
the  present  occasion  he  was  compelled,  both  by  iluty 
and  inclination,  earnestly  to  protest  sgainat  the  practice 
into  which  that  Senator  had  fallen— of  aaauming  to  tpeak 
forthe  whole  South]  In  which  ^neral'term  the  State 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  was,  of  course,  included. 
He  was  unwilling  to  tee  North  Carolina  uctced  as  a  tail 
lo  any  kite,  or  brought  to  act  under  any  dictation.  He 
wai  perfectly  contented  that  South  Carolina  should  be 
represented  by  the  Senators  she  had  herself  chosen. 
They  were  signally  able  to  represent  her,  and  doubtless 
they  fwrty  expressed  her  views  upon  this  and  all  other 
aubjeetsf  but  they  had  no  right  to  apeak  in  the  name  of 
the  whole  8outh<  and,  so  far  aa  North  CaroTma  was  con- 
cerned, he  claimed  for  himself  and  hia  colleague  the 
sole  right  of  speaking  for  her  upon  that  floor,  ai  long  as 
ahe  herself  thought  proper  to  intrust  ihem  with  that 
honor.  He  was  not  for  making  invidious  comparisons, 
hut  he  hazarded  nothingin  saying  that,  in  all  of  which 
man  hu  reaaon  to  be  proud*  NorO^  Carolina  wss  behind 
no  Stale  in  the  Union.  She  would  act  in  all  matters  ac* 
dording  lo  her  own  sense  of  right,  and  would,  on  no  oc- 
casion, be  either  led  or  bullied.  Among  the  character- 
istics of  her  people  were  prudence  and  good  tense;  but 
it  had  been  his  lot  to  witness  on  this  floor  language  of 
much  rashness  and  indiscretion,  as  he  conceived,  uit«red 
in  the  name  of  the  South.  He  would  instance  particu- 
larly some  remarks  of  the  Senator,  uttered  the  other 
day,  upon  the  Hibject  of  abolition,  which  he  disapproved 
at  the  time,  but  refrained  from  objecting  to,  for  the  kb- 
son  before  Btated.  He  did  not  believe  it  either  politic 
or  proper,  on  every  occasion  of  difference  between  us 
and  our  Northern  brethren,  to  be  throwing  down  the 
gauntlet  of  defiance,  as  had  been  done  then.  We  as- 
semble here  from  different  portions  of  the  Uniun,  to 
confer  together  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  Par  b#  itr 
irom  him  to  advance  the  dangeroua  doctrine  of  the  con< 
aolidationiat,  that  each  member  of  thia  bod/ia  the  repre- 
aentaliva  of  the  whole  Union.  No,  no:  each  one  is  the  pe- 
culiar representative  of  those  who  elect  himt  but  in  his 
representative  capacity  is  governed,  or  rather  should  be, 
by  the  same  laws  of  propriety,  mutual  concession,  and 
common  honesty,  which  govern  individuals  in  their  inter- 
course with  each  other.  He  was  not  so  credulous  as  to  be- 
lieve that  any  mind  can  be  altogether  freed  from  the 
shackles  of  interest]  but.  with  the  high  intellectual  powers 
which  in  general  characterize  the  members  of  the  Nation- 
al Legislature,  we  may  reasonably  expect  tliat  sound  and 
liberal  viewa  bf  public  policy  will  control  their  delibera- 
tions. Instead,  then,  of  arousing  their  passions  by 
threatening  denunciations,  our  appeals  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  their  reason,  and  to  that  sense  of  common  in- 
terest which  recognises  the  real  good  of  the  whole  in  the  : 
welftre  of  each  and  every  part.  Theie  appeals  would 
aeldom  be  disregarded,  white  threats  and  defiance,  if 

CroiliictiTe  of  no  other  evil,  must  tend  to  weaken  the 
pnji  of  oar  Union. 


But  to  come  to  the  matter  more  immediately  under 
consideration:  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had 
made  mo^t  extraordinary  appeala  to  those  representing 
Southern  Stalest  and  aaaumed  over  them  a  iorl  of  dicta- 
torial power  to  which  he,  for  one,  was  not  dtqioaed  to 
submit.  In  one  particular  he  and  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  agreedt  and  that  was,  in  holding  a  larifT 
for  protection  to  be  unconstiiutional.  For  the  mainte- 
nance of  this  position,  it  was,  if  he  rightly  understood  the 
matter,  that  South  Carolina  had  placed  heraelf  in  hostile 
attitude  to  the  rest  of  the  Union,  and  had  nearly  inrolved 
the  country  in  the  horrors  of  cuvil  war.  On  one  of  the 
very  few  oecaMoni  on  which  he  had  lieretofore  addreai- 
ed  the  Senate,  be  had  remarked  upon  the  great  diversi- 
ty of  operation  of  human  minds;  by  what  various  pro* 
cesses  they  arrive  at  the  same  conclusions,  or  wander 
into  different  results  from  the  same  premises^  and  of 
this  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  and  himself  now 
presented  an  example.  They  agreed  in  the  existence 
of  an  evil,  but  differed  widely,  very  widchTi  as  lo  the 
remedy.  They  were  both  oppmed  to  a  tariff  for  protec- 
tion; but  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  believed  that 
the  vote  on  the  part  of  the  Southern  Senators  to  repeal 
the  duty  on  ssit  would  rivet  the  tariff  upon  them;  while 
he,  on  his  part,  believed  the  object  of  removing  the  lar^ 
iff*  moit  attainable  by  direct  blows  at  each  feature  of  the 
odious  system. 

He  did  not  understand  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina as  objecting  to  present  action  upon  uiy  other  ground 
than  that  of  an  act  of  Congress,  which  hsa  been  called  in 
debate  the  compromise  act;  but,  in  relation  to  thii^  he 
solemnly  warns  the  Southern  Senators  not  to  forfeit  the 
vast  advantages  held  under  it  by  the  South,  for  any  bene- 
fit they  may  hope  to  derive  from  an  immediate  reduction 
of  the  tsrifT.  But  at  the  very  moment  the  Senator 
speaks  of  a  compact  from  which  the  South  is  deriving 
advantagea,  he  disclaims  being  himself  bound  by  it.  IT 
he  ia  not  bound  by  iti  who  is?  By  adhering  to  the  terms 
of  the  act  of  1833,  he  urges  we  will  secure  certain  ben- 
eBls  to  the  South,  white  by  disturbing  it  the  manufac- 
turing interests  will  be  released  from  the  pledges  under 
which  it  pLces  them.  What  pledges?  If  any  pledge 
ezista  on  their  part,  where  is  the  evidence  of  it.'  'Do 
any  of  the  Northern  gentlemen  acknowledge  themselves 
anider  any  pledge?  I  have  heard  nonet  but  I  have  lis- 
tened with  BurpriM  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
insisting  upon  a  compact  binding  on  them,  while  on  bis 
own  part  he  disavows  any  obligation.  How  can  there 
be  a  compromise  without  parlies?  or  how  shall  an  obli- 
gation be  effectual  on  one  side,  and  have  no  correspond- 
ent force  on  the  other?  The  concession  of  the  Senator 
seems  to  me  utterly  to  destroy  the  character  of  the  act 
of  1833,  as  a  compact  or  compromise.  It  does  not  upoo 
its  facs  profen  to  have  any  such  character,  but  stands 
upon  the  itatute  book  like  any  other  act  of  Congress, 
subject  to  modification  qr  repeal  at  the  pleaaure  of  the 
law-making  power.  If,  from  any  circumstance  not  ap- 
pearing upon  its  face,  it  ts  entitled  lo  more  sacred  re- 
gard than  other  laws  passed  at  the  same  or  any  other 
session  of  Congress,  let  the  circumstance  be  pointed  out, 
let  us  have  the  proof  of  its  existence.  He  could  easily 
perceive,  from  the  delicate  position  in  which  Scuth  Car> 
olina  stood  immediately  preceding  the  passage  of  thia 
act,  it  might  be  viewed  by  her  with  peculiar  tntereat, 
and  demand  from  her  the  most  profound  respect,  and 
exercise  over  her  actions  a  sort  of  magic  control;  but  no 
reason  bad  yet  been  shown  why  to  any  other  State  of 
the  Union  it  should  be  held  as  any  thing  more  than  an 
ordinary  act  or  Congreas.  Its  binding  cmcacy  as  a  com- 
pact or  compromiae  was  disavowra  on  one  aide  of 
the  House,  and  not  avowed  on  the  other.  But,  in- 
dependent of  any  obligation  to  reaped  thia  act,  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  aeema  lo  tbink  that,  in 
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1843,  we  of  the  South  will  stand  m  a  much  better  situ- 
■tion  by  leavinff  the  act  of  1833  unaltered,  than  we  shall 
do  by  any  present  modifications  we  can  possibly  make. 
This  position  is  plausible  enough,  admitting  the  act  of 
1833  is  in  truth  a  compromise;  but  in  denying  that  one 
party  n  bound  by  it,  while  he  insists  that  the  other  is 
not,  the  Senator  abandons  every  legal  idea  of  a  eompro' 
misei  and  that  being  done,  be  was  altogether  at  a  low  to 
pereeire  any  other  ground  of  advantage  to  be  dumed 
from  if. 

But  the  Senator  warns  us  against  an^sidious  attempt 
to  induce  the  unwary  Southern  Senators  to  abandon  the 
atrong  ground  they  now  occupy,  by  holding  out  to  tbem 
fallacious  hopes  of  an  alteration  of  the  lariif,  advantage- 
oua  to  the  South,  with  a  view  to  open  the  whole  aobjeet, 
and  ullin»te)y  to  fix  upon  ua  a  tariff  more  burdensome 
than  that  of  1828.  He  has  given  ua  a  recital,  in  which 
he  seeks  to  fix  upon  those  who  bring  forward  this  meas- 
ure flngrant  falsehood  and  perfidy  on  a  former  occa- 
«on,  and  from  thence  very  rationally  argues  that  they 
are  not  to  be  trusted  now.  But  we  must  be  permitted 
to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  representation  be  had 
made.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Senator  bad  not 
represented  things  aa  they  impressed  themselves  upon 
bis  mindt  but  we  all  know,  when  the  passions  and  feel- 
ings are  excited,  we  see  each  other  and  each  other's 
conduct  in  false  lights,  and  draw  conclusions  the  most 
erroneous  and  unjust.  The  Senator  was  much  excited 
at  the  period  uf  which  he  speaks,  and  his  fervid  imagi- 
nation Kd  him  to  believe  that  a  deception  bad  been  prac- 
tised upon  him,  because  matters  bad  not  resulted  ac- 
cording to  his  wishes  and  expectations.  The  Senator's 
impressions,  it  seemed  to  him,  were  met  by  the  most 
conclusive  proof  to  the  contrary.  Among  the  parties  to 
the  fraud  of  which  he  speaks,  the  Senator  has  placed 
one  now  standing  very  high  in  the  public  confidence) 
one  who,  among  those  who  are  least  disposed  to  do  him 
justice,  has  had  full  credit  for  a  remarkably  keen  sense 
of  his  own  interests.  To  the  honor  of  our  country,  it 
nis^  be  said  that  honesty,  or  at  least  the  appearance  of 
it,  a  essential  to  a  man's  long  holding  a  place  in  public 
favor.  Allowing,  then,  the  distinguiihed  individual  al- 
luded to  at  destitute  of  moral  principle  as  his  worst  en> 
cmies  affect  to  believe  him,  would  he  have  been  so 
short-sighted,  so  reckleaaly  indifferent  to  his  own  inter- 
est, as  to  enmesh  himaeir  in  promises  there  was  no  ne- 
ceasil^  for  making,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  breaking 
them  m  a  few  hours,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  world?  Can 
greater  fatuity  than  such  a  course  would  indicate  be  inM» 
gined?  and  can  it  for  a  moment  be  supposed  of  one 
whom  his  enennies  hafre  entitled  the  magician' 

But  let  US  suppose  all  this  possible)  would  not  the  fact 
have  been  long  since  brought  home  to  the  personal 
knowledge  of  evfr^  individual  in  this  widespread  com- 
munity? Those  with  whom  the  knowledge  of  the  fact 
exists,  if  it  exists  at  all,  have  not  been  wanting  in  motives 
to  give  it  publicity  and  authenticity,  if  the  thing  were 

{>03sible.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  glad  he  had  not  yet  been 
ong_ enough  in  political  life  to  have  lost  his  own  honesty, 
or  his  confidence  in  that  of  others.  He  was  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  people  with  whom  nothing  but  truth  and 
Ijlain  dealing  could  ever  be  practised  or  held  in  estima- 
tion) and  he  would  far  rather  be  the  "deceived"  than 
the  <*  deceiver."  The  time  might  come  when  longer 
experience  would  convince  him  that  in  this  body,  as  well 
aa  elsewhere,  men  are  not  always  what  they  seem;  but, 
for  the  present,  he  had  Just  grounds  for  confiding  in  the 
aincerity  of  those  who  brought  forward  this  measure.  He 
believed  it  to  be  their  honest  purpose  (o  carry  it  out  in 
all  its  apparent  fairness.  He  saw  no  compromise  stand- 
ing in  the  way  of  a  vote  to  suppress  the  duty  on  salt. 
He  perceived  no  advantages  to  be  gained  in  futuro  by 
declining  to  do  soi  he  was  latisfied  that  the  present  in- 


terests of  those  whom  he  represented  would  be  promoted 
by  its  suppression)  and  he  was  certain  they  would  not 
receive,  as  an  apology  from  hrm,  that  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  had  assured  him  their  interests  would 
be  more  certainly  promoted  by  postponing  a  present  and 
certain  good,  to  one  uncertain  In  itself  in  the  dialant  fu- 
ture. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  aaid  he  had  heard  so  much  of  prom- 
ise, and  had  seen  so  little  of  performance,  since  he  came 
into  public  life,  that  the  Senator  from  New  York  must 
really  excuse  him  for  not  giving  that  implicit  faith  to  all 
he  heard,  which  he  might,  at  an  earlier  period  of  life, 
have  been  disposed  to  yield.  If  any  one  looked  at  the 
indisposition  of  men  in  power  to  yield  any  portion  of  the 
power  they  held,  he  would  readily  become  convinced 
that  it  was  a  most  difficult  tuk  lo  get  rid  of  existing  du- 
ties. This  was  not  the  first  time  he  had  been  fed  to 
make  this  remark.  At  the  very  outset  of  tiiis  session  he 
had  said  that  there  would  be  no  reduction  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  no  deposite  tiiil;  nor  had  he  uttered  this  proph- 
ecy from  any  peculiar  trait  of  suspicion  which  belong- 
ed to  his  character,  but  from  the  teachings  of  experience. 
Why  was  the  Senate  not  agreed  on  this  measure?  Here 
was  a  dominant  majority  held  as  closely  bound  by  party 
tiea  BB  he  had  ever  seen  a  set  of  men  in  his  lifej  and  yet 
they  could  not  get  along  in  a  bill  to  reduce  the  revenue, 
without  the  votes  of  his  eollesgue  and  himself.  It  was 
manifest  that  the  reigning  party  were  divided  on  the 
tarifl^,  and  equally  obvious  that  that  difference  did  not 
divide  them  politically.  The  tariff  was  one  of  those 
open  questions  on  which  men  of  both  ttdca  were  left  at 
liberty  to  vote  as  they  pleased.  The  parly  would  never 
get  Northern  Senatora  to  vote  for  repealing  the  protect 
tive  duties.  Mr.  C.  did,  therefore,  want  faith  in  the 
sincerity  of  the  present  effort.  The  Senator  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Wbioht]  had  disclaimed  all  unnecessary  de- 
lay in  reference  to  the  present  bill)  but  did  not  all  know 
that  it  was  not  until  two  weeks  after  the  land  bill  that 
this  bill  had  been  brought  forward'  What  hindered  its 
eariier  consideration?  Gentlemen  bad  suffered  the  new 
fortification  bill  tt»  be  taken  up,  and  then  a  bill  lo  enlarge 
the  army,  and  then  an  armory  bill)  all  these  consumed 
lime;  and,  under  such  circumstances,  be  must  duubt  the 
zeaFof  gentlemen  in  pushing,  aa  they  might  hare  done. 
And  why  was  it  discussrd  now,  when  there  was  not  the 
remotest  chance  of  its  becoming  a  law?  It  might  pro- 
duce political  agitation,  but  no  reduction  of  the  revenue, 
tf  gentlemen  had  been  sincere  and  earnest  in  their  anx- 
iety to  accomplish  that  object,  why  were  not  Oie  ttemi 
in  this  bill  divided  into  two  distinct  claaaet,  and  reported 
in  two  different  bills?  In  regard  to  many  of  them  there 
-Was  no  dispute;  and  if  these  had  been  classed  together, 
the  bill  containing  them  would  have  been  passed  at  once 
by  common  consent.  Prom  the  mixing  up  of  these  whh 
other  items  which  were  sure  to  produce  great  contro- 
versy, Mr.  C.  waa  justified  in  believing,  and  time  would 
show  the  correctnesa  of  the  opinionf  that  thry  would 
have  much  talk  and  no  action.  Mr.  C.  was  not  opposed 
to  those  who  in  good  faith  desired  to  reduce  the  revenue. 
Those  who  professed  to  have  this  desire  had  the  major- 
ity. I.et  that  majority  be  brought  togtther,  and  let  the 
declaration  be  made  in  a  certain  quarter  that  all  who  op- 
pose the  measure  would  be  considered  as  out  of  the  true 
faith,  and  then  Mr.  0.  would  believe  gentlemen  to  be  in 
eaniest)  otherwise  he  could  not.  But  the  Senator  from 
New  York  [Mr.  WBTeiiT}had  declared  that,  if  there  was 
any  secret  understanding  in  regard  to  the  tariff  of  1828, 
he  knew  nothing  of  it. 

I  waa  (said  Mr.  C  )  consulted  at  the  time,  to  know  how 
the  South  would  go,  and  whether  the  South  would  sus- 
tain the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Middle  States?  We  did 
so  sustain  it,  but  refused  to  agree  to  such  amendments  as 
would  suit  the  members  from  the  Eastern  States.  The 
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internal  bistory  of  the  bill  ihows  vhtt  wu  our  cileult- 
tion.  Can  afty  man  believe  that  Southern  men  would 
ever  bare  voted  Tor  such  a  bill  u  the  tariff  of  1828,  un< 
lesa  they  believed  that  by  ao  voting  they  would  insure 
ita  ultimate  defeat?  Do  not  all  tlie  world  know  that  we 
or  the  Southern  Statea  were  for  Tree  trade,  and  looked 
upon  all  theie  protecting  dutiea  as  neither  more  nor  less 
than  |heer  oppression?  We  surely  had  an  ordinary 
measure  of  common  sense;  and  would  we  vote  to  re»iit 
all  amendments  to  tuch  a  billaf  wai  ultimately  paased, 
unless  we  felt  ouraelvea  assured  of  a  contingent  advan- 
tage? And  what  waa  that  advantage?  We  aaw  that  the 
ayttem  might  be  pushed  too  far  to  suit  New  England) 
that  it  might  be  made  to  affect  injuriously  the  interests 
of  navigation  and  commerce;  and  that  in  that  case  they 
would  go  against  tlie  bill.  Surely  we  must  have  had 
f  ome  csaurance  that  in  llie  iii«l  vote  Mew  England  would 
join  ui.  We  took  our  hizard  on  this  issue.  We  resist- 
ed all  amendmentsp  and  kept  the  bill  in  such  a  shape 
that  we  were  atiured  they  never  could  vote  for  it.  Our 
great  inducement  was  a  hope  of  being  able  to  prostrate 
the  adminifitralion,  and  aiding  New  England  in  the  de- 
feat of  the  bill)  but  the  very  men  who  had  the  most 
warmly  denounced  the  bill  suddenly  « heeled  round, 
and,  on  the  final  question,  took  ground  against  us.  If, 
aHer  all  this,  1  am  a  little  fcu'spicioua  that  gentlemen  may 
be  acting  here  a  political  part,  with  thi  intention  of  again 
bringing  the  whole  industry  of  the  country  under  the  ac- 
tion of  Congress,  and  thus  gain  for  their  parly  an  unlim- 
ited control  ofits  afTaim,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at?  Is  it 
marvellous  that  I,  who  have  seen  and  mingled  with  and 
been  an  actor  in  such  a  scene  as  passed  here  in  182% 
should  auapect  the  entire  ainccritj  of  the  same  gentle* 
men  in  1837? 

But  Uie  honorable  Senator  aaya  that  nit  ia  not  t|)e  only 
article  selected  by  the  Finance  Cummilfee  aa'An  object 
of  reductioni  but  that  others,  on  which  (he  existing  duty 
is  over  20  per  cent.,  hare  also  been  inserted  in  tliia  hill. 
It  ia  very  true.  Out  as  the  act  of  18S3  wasan  adjustment 
of  the  tariff*,  by  way  uf  compromise  between  the  msnufac- 
turing  and  agricultural  interests  of  the  country,  some  du- 
tiea includcain  it  may  be  reduced  by  common  consent 
of  both  partiea.  Thus,  the  duties  on  wines  and  vinous  spir- 
its may  be  lowered,  without  interfering  with  the  tariff" 
system*  because  they  are  in  a  manner  open  articles;  but 
this  cannot  be  said  of  this  duty  on  salt.  This  is  a  test 
question,  and  the  only  article  in  the  bill  which  presents 
a  Uir  teat,  whether  the  compromise  is  to  be  reajiecled  or 
not.  On  tliat  view  of  the  subject  I  take  my  ground. 
The  difference  between  reducing  this  salt  duly  all  at 
ondr,  and  reducing  it  gradually!  presents  no  temptation 
to  me.  1  neither  can  nor  will  be  caught  in  such  a  trap. 
In  1840  and  1841  the  duties  go  off  rapidly.  I  shall  then 
claim  the  benefit  of  our  aide  of  the  arrangementf  and 
ahall  I  not  be  stronger  then  if  I  concede  now?  I  put  it  to 
all  Southern  mei^  whether,  even  allowing  that  the  com- 
promise has  no  abaolulety  bimlinf;  force,  it  will  nut  be 
our  wisest  policy  to  bold  to  it?  Whether  we  shall  not 
tliereby  render  ouraelves  staunger  in  1841  and  1842? 
Moat  certainly  we  shall.  When  Senators  on  the  other 
aide  sit  silent  while  we  thus  explain  our  understanding 
ol  the  agreement,  [  hold  it  to  be  an  acquiescence  in 
our  view;  fur  surely  it  is  a  most  unmanly  course  if  Ihey 
mean  otherwise. 

We  are  told  that  the  President  elect  is  most  wonder- 
fully attached  to  the  Southern  States  and  the  advance- 
ment of  Southern  interests;  and  the  evidence  is  the 
apeeeh  be  delivered  in  New  York  previous  lo  the  vote 
he  gave  to  fix  the  tariff  upon  us  in  1838;  and  the  vote 
IS  nut  permitted  to  explun  the  speech.  He  voted  for 
the  duty  on  wool  and  woollens,  and  for  the  whole  bill  of 

''*S— one  of  the  moat  opprehsive  measures  to  the  Suulb 
TTcr  was  devisedf  and  yet  gentlemen  have  faith  in 
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his  deep  attachment  to  Southern  interests.  I  am  much 
disposed  to  look  back.  Perhaps  it  is  constitutional  in 
my  mindi  but  I  feel  a  strong  proneness  to  retrospection. 
I  well  remember  the  constitution  of  the  first  csbinet  of 
General  Jackson.  There  was  Mr.  Berrien,  a  stout  anti- 
tariff  man,  and  stoutly  opposed  to  the  tariff  of  1828, 
(which  was  passed  by  the  vote  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. )  Hien 
there  was  Mr.  Branch,  decidedly  opposed  to  it.  Ur. 
Ingham,  who  acted  a  manly,  open  part  In  that  buatness. 
All  these  were  GencnlJackson's  warm  friends.  With 
them  were  Mr.  Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey,  a  most  thor- 
ough tariff  man,  and  Mr.  Woodbury,  of  New  Hampshire, 
who  (to  do  him  justice)  acted  not  badly  in  1828.  At 
bottom,  he  waa  opposed  to  Oie  bill.  He  acted  a  very 
different  part  from  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  if 
we  may  judge  by  his  vote,  was  most  thoroughly  tariff*. 
Yet  it  seems  extraordinary  to  the  Senator  from  New 
York  that,  with  that  thoroughly  tariff  nan  for  President, 
I  should  be  unwilling  to  have  the  compromise  disturbed! 
Let  as  have  tome  proof  t|iat  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  aa  hostile 
to  the  turiff  as  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  says  be 
is.  Until  1  have  proof  on  that  point,  1,  for  one,  can 
never  consent  to  have  the  tariff  question  opened,  because 
I  am  very  sure,  the  moment  it  i%  we  in  the  minority  are 
sure  of  being  sacrificed.  Whatever  surplus  ma^  be  lelt 
in  the  Treasury,  it  ia  infinitely  safer  to  return  it  to  the 
States,  until  a  gradual  reduction  of  the  revenue  ahall 
have  dried  up  the  sources  from  which  it  Is  derived.  1 
hare  determined,  under  present  circumstances,  not  to 
call  up  the  depositc  bill.  1  am  well  persuaded,  if  the 
Government  shall  go  on  in  future  as  extraragantly  as  it 
has  lately  done,  there  will  aoon  be  complaint  heard 
about  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  I  have  no  faith  in  the 
present  state  of  the  countir.  It  ia  unsound.  There  is 
s  plethoric,  blotted  state  of  apparent  praspcriiy;  but  the 
slightest  reverse  will  throw  our  whole  money  concerns 
into  irretrievable  confusion.  The  currency,  both  of 
Great  Britian  and  America,  waa  never  before  in  so  criti. 
eal  a  condition. 

Hr.  C.  concluded  by  reiterating  the  declaration  that 
he  had  taken  bis  stand  upon  the  advantages  to  be  deri- 
ved to  the  South  from  an  adherence  to  the  comnnHnise. 

Hr.  PUESTON  next  addresaed  the  Senate.  He  com- 
menced with  a  series  of  remarks  intended  to  justify  the 
counte  pursued  by  himself  and  bis  colleague  [Ur.  Cal- 
aoua]  in  resisting  the  reduction  of  the  duties  proposed 
in  the  present  bill.  lie  thought  that  it  would  be  hard 
for  the  friends  of  the  administration  who  advocated  the 
bill  to  show  that  they  (himself  and  colleague)  were  tariff 
men,  and  Ur.  Van  Buren  anti-tariff.  As  to  the  act  uf  1833, 
President  Jackson  had,  in  his  message,  expreasly  recog- 
nised it  aa  a  compromise,  and  recommended  ita  obeerr. 
ance.  Little  did  he  expect  to  be  so  soon  contradicted  on 
the  floor  of  the  Senate  by  such  devoted  friends.  But 
he  was  now  the  setting  sun — another  luminary  waa  rising 
in  the  political  sky,  and  all  eyes  were  now  directed  to 
the  flaming  east.  It  would  do  nuw  to  say  that  the  act 
waa  no  cumpromise,  and  that  all  arguments  baaed  on  that 
aupposition  were  futile.  Vet  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
lucky  [Ur.  Cur]  had  plftlged  himself  at  the  time,  and 
still  recognised  the  obligation,  sacredly  to  observe  it. 
The  South  had  at  leaat  tliat  guarantee;  and,  for  himself, 
he  preferred  relying  on  that  ground  to  trusting  the  guar* 
antee  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The 
Senator  from  Virftinia,  it  seemed,  conmdercd  Hr.  Van 
Buren  as  pledged  to  the  South;  and  this  on  some  other 
ground  of  assurance  besides  his  famous'  speech  in  New 
York,  and  his  vote  in  direct  contradicttou  of  it.  It  ^ve 
Ur.  P.  unfeigned  pleasure  to  hear  such  aasuranceSa  and 
he  trusted  in  God  that  they  would  be  carried  ouL  He 
could  tell  that  gentleman  that  in  auch  a  course  he  would 
not  be  opposed  by  South  Carolina.  I'bey  had  had  the 
prophecy,  now  kt  actions  made  it  Kopd.  The  hooornble 
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Senfttor  from  Virginia  wm  the  prieit  upon  the  tripod 
just  novi  but  bow  did  ibe  Senate,  or  how  could  the 
South,  know  but  another  priest  might  shortly  mount 
another  (ripod,  and  deliver  a  different  reiponKf  The 
Senator  from  Virginia  spoke  for  the  South;  the  Sen> 
ator  from  Pennaylvgnia  [Mr.  Buchasih,]  who  was  now 
Qnrortunatcly  absent,  might  perchanee  reelin  his  turn  the 
infiuence  of  the  god.  and  utter  a  Tatieination  calculated 
for  a  dilTerent  meridian.  Mr.  P.  ssid  that  be  received 
with  great  respect  whatever  fell  from  the  gentleoisn 
from  Virginiat  but,  in  Ibti  case,  he  must  be  pardoned 
for  feeling  some  little  diatriut.  It  might  be  so.  as  the 
Senator  auppoaedi  but.  for  one.  be  should  be  glad  to 
hear  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  rise  in  his  place, 
and  make  a  declaration  in  consonance  with  that  which 
bad  juBt  been  uttered  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia.  But 
the  gentieoHui  (said  Mr.  P.)  qualified  his  position  by  a 
certain  set  of  words,  carefully  m  lected  and  cautiously' 
weighed.  Hie  new  President,  it  ieem%  is  practically 
opposed  to  an  extravagant  tariff— ay.  practically.  Be 
is  for  none  of  your  vague  abstractions— ob.  no.  His  is  a 
practical  opcrstiontand  we  are  told  this  by  honorable  gen- 
tlemen  who  hunted  down  a  late  administration  because 
they  were  the  friends  of  a  "  Judicious  tariflf."  And  now, 
air,  can  tbe  gentleman  tell  us  what  is  a  practical  tarifT? 
What  tbe  dominant  party  mean  by  no  abstractions,  I  un- 
derstand to  be  no  constitutional  (AjectlMis;  for  tbe  con- 
■titutioD  is  a  mere  abstrsction— a  mere  bit  of  parchment 
But  we  of  the  weaker  interest  have  nothing  to  appeal 
to  but  papers  and  parcbmenlst  we  bare  nothing  to  rely 
upon  but  these  abstractions.  1  should  have  been  glad 
\a  have  heard  from  the  honorable  Senator  what  is  to  be 
the  exact  nature  and  extent  of  tbe  practical  opposition 
which  we  of  the  South  onay  expect  from  the  powers  that 
are  to  be.  Tbe  present  President  came  into  power  as  the 
friend  of  a  practical  judicious  tarifTt  and  wbat  did  that 
turn  out  to  be  >  The  tariff  of  1838,  followed  by  the 
tariffof  1833— a  tariff  which  we  of  the  Suuth  felt  our- 
•elves  compelled  to  resist.  But  the  honorable  Senator 
informs  us  that  we  have  reason  to  think  tbe  feeling  in 
the  country  in  favor  of  high  protecting  duties  has  been 
greatly  weakened.  But  where  is  the  proof  of  tbisf  We 
all  remember  the  history  of  this  feeling  heretofore.  We 
all  know  that  tbe  tariff  system  went  on  by  constantly  in- 
creuing  majoritlest  and  the  larger  the  tariff  proposed, 
the  more  votes  were  brouglft  up  in  its  favor.  And  wbat 
is  the  state  of  the  interests  still  concerned  in  tbe  samesys* 
tem/  Wbat  one  Slate  has  changed  its  policy  or  its  prin< 
ciples  on  this  subject?  Do  we  not  see,  to  this  very  hour, 
tut  tbe  moment  those  interests  are  touched  their  repre- 
•entatires  act  in  disregard  to  all  party  tiesf  Wilt  gen- 
tieroeiij  in  a  moment  of  triumph,  because,  with  the  M 
of  myself  and  my  colleague,  they  find  themselves  able  to 
breaik  down  tbe  tariff  of  1838  and  1833,  sing  the  flatter- 
ing song  in  our  esra  that  tbe  tariff  feeling  is  dead,  and 
tbe  uriff  interest  changed  f  If  so,  why  have  they  not 
■truck  at  the  whole  system?  Gentlemen  tslk  about  the 
fnut  of  taxes  goitig  into  the  pockets  of  the  rich,  while 
they  are  gathered  from  the  labor  of  tbe  poort  but  what. 
I  pray  you.  has  been  the  movement  of  their  whole  party  ? 
Has  it  not  been  to  make  all  those  arUcles  which  sre  in- 
tended  for  tbe  consumption  of  tbe  rich  free  of  duty,  and 
only  strike  at  salt  and  spiriu?  Why  did  they  select 
China?  Uoea  not  that  belong  almost  exclusivdy  to  Ibc 
rich?  Look  at  tbe  whole  list  proposed  in  the  present 
bill,  and  bow  many  of  them  are  articles  for  tbe  relief  of 
tbe  poor  man?  Yet  we  are  taunted  and  twitted  for 
fsTortDg  tbe  rich  against  tbe  poor,  while  they  them- 
selves are  taking  off  the  duty  from  the  conveniencea  or 
luxuries  of  tbe  rich  alone.  Why }  With  a  view  to  favor 
the  richf  I  do  not  say  that.  But  out  of  a  half-way  re- 
spect for  the  compromise  of  1833.  The  Senator  froni 
New  York  [Mr.  Wbisbt]  does  not  ctmslder  that  act  as  a 
Voft.  XUI.~i9 


bargain,  nor  does  be  think  either  the  North  or  tbe  South 
pledged  to  its  observance.  Now,  1  do  know  that  it  was 
regarded  as  a  bargain.  I  gave  my  pledge  in  behalf  of 
those  whom  I  represent.  They  consider  themselves  as 
bound  in.good  faith)  and  if  a  compliance  with  it  will  take 
the  last  cent  of  my  constituents  out  of  their  pockets.  U 
shall  be  complied  with,  so  far  as  depends  on  me,  because 
I  respect  their  honor  above  their  property.  I,  for  one, 
do  not  hold  myself  at  liberty  to  disregard  that  act  be- 
cause it  is  only  *  bit  of  parchment,  '  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  tear  bits  of^  parchment  the  moment  they  stand  in  tbe 
way  of  my  pecuniary  interest.  But  I  will  not  argue  the 
question.  As  to  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  1  do  not 
feel  myself  called  upon  to  speak,  at  this  time,  about  its 
disposition.  The  administration  of  General  Jackson  de- 
clared to  tbe  nation  that  there  would  be  no  surplus.  I 
am  glad  now  to  bear  that  there  willbeone.  1  am  happy 
in  beholding  the  rising  auspicea  of  my  oountryi  and  if  the 
majority  in  power  consider  themselves  free  from  any  ob- 
ligations to  reject  the  act  of  1833.  and  sre  sincere  in 
their  purpose  to  effect  a  reduction  in  the  revenue.  I  bold 
myself  ready  to  push  with  them  at  tbe  ;^nff)  but  I  fear 
that,  instead  of  a  dominant  and  triumphant  majority,  those 
who  make  that  attempt  in  earnest  will  speedily  Bad 
themselvea  tn  a  lean  and  powerlrss  minority. 

Mr.  WHIGUT  stated  that  th^  rateof  dut^  oo  common 
•alt  was  a  fr^stien  over  83  per  cent.,  (taking  the  year 
1835  as  tbe  standard;)  If  the  expression  or  eeatiment 
was  to  prevail  whu^b  bad  been  given  here  In  regard  to 
articles  over  and  under  30  per  cent.,  it  was  of  course 
useless  to  occupy  any  more  time  in  the  discussion  of  tba 
present  motion.  He  must,  however,  detun  tbe  Senate 
for  a  shoit  time,  in  order  to  explain  tbe  motives  of  bis 
own  action  In'inserting  this  article  of  common  salt  in  tbe 
bill,  with  a  view  to  abolishing  tbe  tax  now  imposed  upon 
it.  He  wouM'firstt  however,  offer  one  word  in  regard 
to  the  views  which  had  been  given  of  the  compromise 
act,  And  of  its  limits.  If  he  was  right,  the  views  which 
gentlemen  had  expressed  on  that  subject  were  certainljr 
wrong.  It  seemed  to  be  assumed,  by  gentlemen  of  all 
political  interests,  that  all  duties  at  20  per  cent,  wcra 
inviolable!  because  tbe  compromise  bill  referred  to  all 
duties  over  30  per  cent.,  and  Congress  bad  acted  on  all 
under  30  per  cent,  t  so  that  this  particular  point,  while 
the  du^  was  exactly  30  per  cent.,  formed  an  exception 
from  all  boman  action  for  a  certain  term  of  years.  It 
might  be  so(  but  be  owed  it  to  himself,  as  a  member  of 
that  Congress  which  had  psased  the  bill,  that  be  had 
made  up  a  record  for  himself,  and  be  considered  tbe 
compromise  act  as  standing  precisely  on  tbe  ssmebaus 
aa  any  other  law;  and  no  matter  what  were  the  terms 
employed  in  it,  be  was  just  as  much  at  liberty  to  act  oo 
that  particular  law  as  oo  any  other  paued  by  the  Legis- 
lature. He  would  now  explain  what  were  the  views  ho 
entertained  m  regard  to  that  bill.  All  duties  not  sffee& 
cdbythe  sciion  of  tbe  bill  were  equally  subject  to  rce- 
ervation;  all  over  30  per  cent,  were  in  a  oourse  of  re- 
duction, while  those  at  and  under  30  percent  wero 
not.  He  found,  to-day,  that  in  the  inewsof  gentlemca 
those  articles  alone  might  be  rendered  free  of  dotr 
which  were  below  30  per  cent.  He  would  ask  of  all 
Senators  who  bid  been  here  when  tbe  compromise  bill 
wu  passed,  and  still  held  a  seat  upon  that  floor,  whj' 
the  duties  St  30  per  cent,  were  to  be  held  inviolsble, 
while  all  sbove  and  below  that  point  were  subject  to  the 
action  of  Congress?  He  bad  thought  that  every  duty 
left  stHtionary  by  tbe  compromise  act  itself  was  entirely 
open,  if  gentlemen  chose  to  resort  to  that  bill  as  anaop 
thoriiy  for  legislation.  But,  for  himseir,  he  ^  not  ad- 
mit that  it  possessed  any  binding  force  beyond  any  other 
Uw. 

Then,  as  to  the  important  article  of  common  salti  be 
steed,  with  his  respected  eolleague,  [Mr.  Taiuuoes,]  in 
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a  lilua^ion  the  moat  intereited  of  any  gentleman  on  tlie 
floor,  ao  r^r  »b  hU  conitituenU  were  concerned.  There 
was  no  State  in  the  Union  which  made  aa  much  salt,  or 
any  thing  like  as  much,  aa  New  York.  While  he  thank- 
ed the  Senator  from  Miaaouri  fur  the  farorable  opinion 
he  had  ezpreased  with  regard  to  bia  courae  on  tbia  sub- 
ject, h^must  be  permitted  to  lay  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  truly  represented  the  wiahes  of  bia  Stale 
when  he  urged  that  thisarllete  ^ould  be  duly  free.  He 
believed  lie  did}  but  he  was  not  quite  confident  tliatauch 
was  the  caae.  Ilia  conviction  was,  that  the  measure 
would  be  au&tainedi  and  why^  He  would  tell  gentle- 
men. It  would,  on  examination,  be  found  that  what  had 
been  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Miaaouri  was  perfectly 
correetf  namely,  that  in  the  year  1835  Ibe  nlue  of  im- 
ported salt  had  been  aomething  over  C600,000i  while  tbe 
duties  paid  upon  it  amounted^to  #537,000.  Wbat  waa 
(he  amount  of  the  inlereat  which  New  York  desired  to 
be  protected?  The  factories  in  that  Slate  now  manufac- 
tured two  millions  of  bushela  per  annum — perhaps  he 
erred,  but  he  believed  lliat  it  was  at  least  that.  The 
revenue  imposed  by  tiie  Siate,  at  6  cents  per  bushel, 
bad  amounted  the  last  year  to  over  $100,000.  This  waa 
a  very  important  revenue  to  tbe  State.  A  hundred 
tbouaand  dollars  a  year  derived  from  an  excise!  Waa  it 
then  prudent,  patriotic,  or  proper,  in  him,  to  contend 
that  the  country  ought  to  pay  a  tax  of  $530,000  to  pro- 
tect his  State  in  the  reception  of  a  revenue  off  100,000? 
In  reply  to  this  queition,  he  was  compelled  to  say  no. 
As  to  the  inlereat  of  the  manufacturera  themselves,  he 
presumed  thry  would  be  willing  to  eonopromisc-,  and  let 
tbe  protecting  duty  go,  if  tbe  Sute  will  retesRC  tbem 
from  its  excise.  I'he  argument,  therefore,  cane  back  to 
Ibe  principle,  whether,  while  the  mone>  was  nut  want- 
ed, he  should  stand  there  in  his  place,  and  tax  the  nation 
half  a  million  of  dollara,  in  order  that  his  own  State  ro>ght 
get  a  hundred  thousand.  He  could  not  consider  such  le 
be  bis  duly. 

What,  then,  was  the  state  of  the  rranaraclure?  It  was 
now  ai  perfect  as  it  ever  could  bei  and  here  let  bim  say, 
oD  bia  own  knowledge,  that  it  had  been  on  nearly  as 
large  a  scale  as  at  preaent,  with  a  price  of  only  ten  cents 
a  bushel,  it  had  been  sold  for  even  less  than  that.  He 
spoke  of  that  part  of  the  price  which  went  to  the  manu- 
facturer, after  deducting  the  State  tax.  Tbe  tax  had 
been  twelve  and  a  half  cents;  it  waa  now  reduced  to  six 
and  a  quarter.  On  the  same  principle  which  had  made 
bim  unwilling  to  vote  for  retaining  a  revenue  of  (340,000 
for  Ibe  sake  of  protecting  a  branch  of  manuhclure  in 
which  $150,000  capital  had  been  embarked,  he  was  un- 
able to  vote  to  retain  tliis  duly  on  salt.  With  tlie  ex- 
ception of  the  State  of  New  York,  but  few  factories 
would  be  affected,  to  any  extent,  by  making  it  a  free 
article.  There  were  a  few  on  the  Atlantic  border  which 
would  be  somewhat  affected  by  it.  He  knew  that  (here 
were  factories,  also,  near  the-  river  St.  Lawreneet  but, 
for  their  protection,  be  was  wilting  to  real  <m  tbe  diiB- 
eulties  and  cost  of  bringing  in  the  foreign  article.  He 
could  nsAf  also,  forget  that  ahnut  one  half  of  those  he 
represented  derived  their  supply  of  salt,  nut  from  the 
State  factories,  but  from  foreign  importation;  that  they 
paid  the  same  tax  as  the  rest  of  tbe  Union,  and  would  be 
proportionally  relieved  by  its  removal.  Thus  situated, 
be  bad  a  very  difficult  duty  to  prrformt  but  he  had  in- 
clined, on  tlie  whole,  to  taking  ofT  tbe  duty. 

And  tine  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  a  misun- 
derstanding still  existed  as  to  the  principles  which  bad 
governed  the  committee  in  reporting  this  bill  to  ihe 
Senate.  It  seemed  to  be' supposed  that  the  committee 
bad  felt  themselves  restrained  from  touching  an^  article 
tbe  duty  on  which  exceeded  twenty  percent.)  but  the 
Insertion  of  this  article  of  salt  was  one  fact  which  must 
effectually  dispel  that  idea.    He  waa  just  aa  willing, 


when  seeking  to  reduce  the  revenue,  to  go  into  the  ex- 
amination of  articles  above  twenty  per  cent,  asunder. 
He  should  not,  indeed,  touch  any  of  the  protected  in- 
terests, when  their  protection  held  any  reasonable  pro- 
portion to  the  gain  which  would  accrue  to  Ibe  country 
by  taking  off  the  tax.  This  article  of  sail  was  not  the 
only  item  which  the  committee  had  touched,  when  tbe 
tax  was  over  twenty  per  cent.  They  had  laid  their 
hand  on  some  which  enjoyed  a  protection  over  one  hun< 
dred.  The  great  interest  of  Ihe  country  in  a.reduetloo 
of  the  revenue  was  paramount  to  the  prosperity  of  some 
particular  interests.  As  almost  every  aiticle  which  they 
could  reach  was  an  article  of  luxury,  and,  therefore,  a 
legitimate  subject  for  taxation,  it  had  given  htm  pleasure 
to  find  in  tbe  long  Itat  at  leut  one  wbtch  was  as  nccec- 
saryto  human  life  as  any  thing  which  could  be  conceived, 
not  excepting  bread-slufTs  Inemselves.  He  would  not 
deny  that  this  consideration  bad  pressed  with  important 
weight  upon  his  mind.  On  many  other  items  in  the  bill 
be  had  acted  with  extreme  reluctance;  but  it  was  with 
lively  satisfaction  that  he  found  himself  justified  in  pro- 
posing  to  abolish  entirely  the  tax  upon  salt. 

Mr.  PRESTON  next  addressed  tjte  Senate.  He  said, 
if  he  had  rightly  understood  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  be  had  maintained  tbe  position  that,  even  adhering 
to  the  compromise  act,  this  article  of  salt  might  be  iotro- 
duced  into  tbe  bill.  The  Senator  had  further  staled, 
that  although  he  did  not  hold  himself  bound  by  the  com- 
promise, yet  he  was  indisposed  to  t(>iich  important  pro- 
tected interests  if  it  could  be  avoided.  Mr.  P.  said  that, 
for  himself,  he  was  disposed  to  reduce  tbe  duties  when- 
ever they  ran  counter  to  the  law  of  1833.  He  was  n 
thoroughly  anti-tarifT  politician,  and  ready  and  disposed, 
as  such,  to  fro  all  lengths,  if  he  were  not  concluded  by 
the  law  of  1833.  Me  should  vote  to  reduce  any  duly, 
when  the  reduction  did  not  interfere  with  that  act;  but, 
whenever  it  did,  he  should  steadily  vote  against  itj 
for  he  waa  satisfied,  from  all  the  indications  srouiid  him, 
thst  tbe  anti'tariff  interest  in  that  chamber  was  the 
weaker  interest,  and  that  (he  only  safety  for  them  of 
Ibe  South  was  to  adhere  to  the  compromise.  If  once 
the  tariff  question  were  opened,  and  tbe  existing  provt- 
atona  on  that  subject  thrown  afloat.  Southern  Senators 
would  at  once  be  reduced  to  an  imputent  minority,  and 
would  be  compelled  to  sif  by  and  see  their  rights,  and 
Iheir  feelings  too,  sacrificed  before  their  faces  by  inter, 
ested  combinations.  The  indications  this  day  given  bad 
left  no  doubt  on  that  subject.  The  compromise  had 
been  assented  to  by  varioua  sections  of  the  country,  ftsr 
the  sske  of  quieting  the  difficulties  whtcb  agitated  and 
threatened  the  Union;  the  larger  interest  yielding  some- 
thing  to  the  weaker,  and  the  weaker  also  consentii^  to 
relax  something  of  their  demands,  leat  their  opponents 
should  be  driven  to  extremities.  While  Ihe  mesKure 
was  under  consideration,  the  inquiry  had  been  put  to 
bimself,  whether  his  State  would  be  satisfied  with  such  a 
measure.  He  had  replied  in  the  alBrmalive,  and  be 
therefore  considered  himself  aa  personally  identified  with 
a  part  of  the  arrangement;  for  the  Legislature  of  his  own 
Slate  had  acted  rurmally  in  ihis  matter,  expresaly  rect'g- 
nising  the  act  of  1833  as  a  compiomise.  That  act  bound 
him,  and  bound  her;  and  when  South  Carolina  gmve 
pledges,  she  abode  by  lUem.  She  had  pledged  herself 
to  the  compromise;  and  he,  as  her  representative,  sliould 
stand  to  it.  No  doubt,  tbe  compromise  bill  had  no  force 
as  a  constitutional  arrangement;  but  all  parties  lind 
agreed  to  it,  and  Ihe  country  had  gone  on  well  under  it. 
But,  even  if  it  were  not  for  the  interest  of  all  to  adhere 
to  it,  was  it  fit  and  becoming  to  open  afresh  all  tlie 
wounds  of  the  country,  and  bring  back  all  the  angry  and 
viiilent  emotions  which  had  been  excited  by  the  tarifT 
controversy  ?  If  it  were  for  the  sake  of  peace  alone,  he 
would  nut  disturb  the  arrangement  which  had  been 
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made*  Gentlemen  might  open  the  queition  tnin  if 
thef  pleaied]  and,  in  that  case,  what  would  be  hia  own 
poaitionf  He  ahould  be  found  on  the  extreme  verge  of 
the  anti-tarifT  party.  IF  the  field  was  again  thrown 
open,  they  must  fight.  Woollens,  he  supposed,  would 
be  the  rallying  point  {  and  thus  they  would  proceed  from 
one  article  to  another,  fighting  all  their  battles  over 
again.  If  they  must  do  this,  they  muat}  but  he,  for  one, 
would  gladly  avoid  it.  Would  Senators  from  the  South 
permit  the  question  to  be  opened^  He  addressed  him- 
self to  the  two  flanka;  and  first  to  gentlemen  in  the  op- 
position. Would  they  consent  to  throw  a  question  of 
thb  kind  open  to  an  adminialration  whose  written  prin- 
ciplea  were  on  one  aide  of  it,  and  their  recorded  votes 
upon  the  others  Would  they  again  auffer  the  Executive 
lo  dandle  them  one  against  the  other,  and  thus  secure 
his  own  power,  while  he  himself  remained  uncompro. 
mitted  to  one  side  or  to  the  other.'  The  Executive 
would  bow  to  the  one  party,  and  assure  them  that  if 
they  would  but  give  up  their  oppoailion,  the  'tarifT  ques- 
tion should  be  their  own;  and  then  bow  with  equal  grace 
on  the  other  nde,  and  give  Ibcm  a  like  usurtnce.  But 
could  tbia  thin^  be  done?  Could  auch  a  double  game 
be  playedf  Histonr  showed  that  it  could  be  done,  and 
had  been  donet  and  that  bya  far  teas  adroit  manager  than 
waa  soon  lo  fill  the  executive  chair.  The  present  in- 
cumbent had  played  ttiis  game,  and  had  played  it  up  to 
South  Carolina.  The  friends  of  the  administration, 
speaking  in  its  name,  claimed  to  be  with  both  parties — 
with  one  at  the  North,  and  with  the  other  at  the  South; 
and  by  this  very  game  General  Jackson  had  got  bis  power. 
And  would  gentlemen  now  permit  an  Executire  who 
would  not,  and  who  could  not,  be  compromitted  to  any 
thin^,  thus  to  hold  a  rod  over  them?  He,  for  one,  waa 
unwilling  to  produce  such  a  state  of  thingst  and  he  waa 
anxi'ius,  on  political  as  well  as  on  other  considerations, 
to  keep  the  question  closed.  He  had  said  that  the  fu. 
ture  Executive  could  not  be  compromitted.  Had  the 
preaent  incumbent  been  compromitted,  bold  and  de- 
cided as  he  was?  Would  any  gentleman  rise  in  his 
place  and  ssy  that  President  Jackson  waa  a  tariff  or  an 
anti-tarifT  man?  The  friends  of  the  tarifT  strongly  be- 
lieved that  he  was  with  them.  The  opponents  of  the 
tsrifT  as  strongly  believed  that  he  was  with  them.  South 
Carolina  went  for  him  ss  being  against  the  tariff,  and 
Pennaylvania  went  for  him  with  equal  zeal  ai  being  de- 
cidedly for  it.  Mr.  p.  might  offend  those  who  worahip* 
ped  the  setting  sun,  if  he  should  say  that  the  rising  lumi- 
nary waa  brighter.  Thi?,  however,  he  supposed,  might 
very  safely  be  affirmed — that  the  coming  administration 
vould  not  be  bolder  than  that  which  had  preceded  it. 

He  would  now  address  himself  to  the  friends  of  the 
administration.  A  Senator  from  New  York  now  called 
upon  them  to  open  the  tarifT  t^uestion,  when  it  had  been 
New  York  that  had  fastened  on  the  country  the  tariff  of 
1838.  He  repeated  tb«  assertion:  it  was  New  York 
which  had  done  tbia  wuavigwe.  It  had  been  Martin 
Van  Buren  who  gave  the  vote  which  fixed  the  tariff  of 
18?8  upon  the  Southern  Stalest  and  it  was  under  this 
tariff*  President  that  New  York  again  called  upon  them 
to  open  the  question.  For  whose  benefit?  That  of 
an  anti-UriR*  President?  Or  of  a  tariff  President?  Of 
both.  Which  waa  be?  Were  Ihey  to  helieTebis  vote 
in  182^  or  the  tnti<tariff  movement  of  the  preaent  day? 

He  knew  very  well  the  principle  which  was  adopted 
here,  that  any  man  who  waa  elected  President  was  to  be 
understood,  from  that  fact ,  as  having  the  popular  sanction 
for  sll  lie  bad  done,  be  it  what  it  might.  Very  well;  ad- 
mit the  principle,  and  how  would  it  apply  to  the  Presi- 
dent elect?  He  had  sustained  the  tariff  of  18?8,  and  the 
people  unce  elected  him,  and  had,  of  course,  sanctioned 
the  taritr  policy,  >nd  to  oppose  it  would  be  treason. 
This  wag  the  position  which  might  legitimately  be  taken. 


The  people  had  voted  for  a  man  who  stood  recorded  on 
the  records  of  the  Senate  (if  the  Senate  had  any  perma* 
nent  records)  as  a  tariff  man.  Of  course,  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  this  state  of  thingn,  must  turn  just  ss  he  turns. 
But  Hr.  P.  thought  this  doctrine  epiinently  wrong  in 
principle,  and  he  did  not  believe  that  any  individual 
could  deiire  great  benefits  from  it.  He  considered  it 
as  neither  wise  nor  proper,  honorsble  or  honest,  for  a 
Legislature  which  had  built  up  manufactures  by  a  pro< 
lectire  policy,  suddenly  to  change  its  course,  and  at  one 
blow  prostrate  all  the  estabViRhments  which  had  grown 
up  iinderlheir  previous  legislation.  It  might,  ind^d,  be 
said  that  our  citizens  who  were  investing  large  amounts  of 
capital  in  p3rlicuUr  branches  of  industry  were  fuUy'ap- 
prized  that  the  jLegtshture  posaeased  this  power,  and 
might  at  any  time  exercise  it.  This  waa  truei  but  then 
the  people  believed  that  those  whom  they  intrusted  to 
make  their  Uwa  were  cautious  and  wise  meni  and  that, 
having  once  deliberately  embraced  a  course  of  policy, 
they  would  persevere  tn  it,  or  would  at  least  abstain  from 
so  great  and  auddcn  and  ruinous  changes  as  to  prostrate 
the  p«at  interests  of  the  country.  In  the  moat  ardent 
period  of  Southern  opposition  to  the  American  ayatem,  it 
hwl  never  been  contended  that  all  the  manufactured  ar- 
ticles which  had  for  years  been  protected  by  the  tariff 
were  at  once  to  be  laid  in  the  dust.  When  the  angry 
feelings  of  the  South  were  roused  to  their  uttermost 
point  of  excitement,  he  had  never  heard  a  man  propoae 
an  immediate  and  sudden  and  violent  change  of  policy, 
such  as  must  crush  and  destroy  these  institutions.  Hia 
colleague  [Mr.  Calbovit]  had  never  proposed  a  coune 
of  reduction  abort  of  seven  years  in  completing  its  effeett 
and  he  was  penuaded,  if  the  question  had  been  put  to  the 
nullifying  convention  itself,  that  body  would  not  hare  ad- 
vocatedan  immediat'e  demolition  of  all  the  inleresta  which 
depended  on  the  tariff  for  their  very  being.  I'be  tariff 
law  of  1838,  which  had  been  saddled  on  the  Southern 
States  by  the  vote  of  New  York,  would  have  now  pro* 
duccd  a  revenue  of  fifty  or  sixty  millions  of  dollars.  Had., 
not  South  Carolina  come  to  the  rescue,  had  the  not  re- 
fused to  listen  to  the  delusive  promises  which  were  sung 
in  her  ears,  such  would  have  inevitably  been  the  result. 
Instead  of  a  tarff  of  duties  which  brought  nine  millions 
into  the  Treasury,  the  country  would  have  had  a  tariff 
which,  at  an  average  of  38  per  cent,  on  the  whole  im* 
portation  of  the  hut  season,  would  have  given  from  fifty 
to  sixty  millions.  The  compromise  had  prevented  au^ 
a  state  of  things;  and,  having  achieved  that  amngemeo^ 
Mr.  P.  waa  inclined  for  repose.  Be  never  could  con^ 
sent,  as  a  Southern  man,  to  trust  a  tariff  administration 
with  the  open  question  of  a  protective  system.  What  !- 
were  not  Southern  gentlemen  aware  that  that  Senate  waa 
not  a  whit  less  tariff  in  its  composition  at  this  hour  than 
it  had  been  in  1838?  And  though  they  might  now  re- 
peal the  duty  on  coal,  and  salr,  and  woollens,  yet,  when- 
ever the  great  interests  protected  by  the  uriff  should 
rally  their  strength,  the  aame  plundering  association 
would  again  be  formed,  whose  combination  had  car- 
ried the  tariff  laws  of  1834  and  1828.  He  now  warned 
his  friends  of  the  South  that  the  tariff  principle  was  in 
reality  as  dominant  this  day  as  it  bad  ever  been.  The 
Executive  might,  indeed,  present  a  double  face  to  the 
different  portions  of  the  Unton.  To  the  South  and  Weat 
he  might  wear  a  gilded  amile,  which  would  induce  then 
all  to  think  that  he  wasdecidedly  anti-tariff;  decidedly  a 
strict  constructionist;  decidedly  a  State  rights  man;  de- 
cidedly an  anti-abolitionist.  While,  at  the  same  time,  over 
the  other  shoulder,  there  might  be  soother  face,  nodding 
to  the  North;  and  there  all  m'^bt  be  equally  aure  that 
:  the  President  was  tariff,  nnqueationably  tarifF;  a  fiberal 
constructioniat;  a  friend  of  internal  improvemeoti^  with 
a  little  touch  of  abolition.  Under  eircamataneca  of  thia 
descriptior,  Mr.  P.  waa  utterly  averse  from  having  the 
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comproniiw  diiturbrd,  tnd  the  qaettion  of  the  tsrifT 
tgun  let  afloat.  Hewn  well  uMred  ih«t if  ihtt  question 
■tiuuld  now  be  opened,  no  Executive  whitever  would 
be  sironff  enough  to  reiist  the  tide  of  inlerest  which 
would  Bt  once  set  in.  Even  the  powerful  miin  who  now 
filled  the  ezecutire  cbkir  had  not  resiated  and  dtre  not 
reiitt  itf  and  dar#,  then,  h>i  aucceuor?  Whatever  miftht 
be  hii  dispoiition  to  do  an,  it  waa  not  in  hii  power.  Waa 
it  not  plain?  The  Executive  could  not,  for  his  life, 
mike  the  vole  on  uiy  one  article  in  th'H  bill  r  party  vote. 
Qtntlemn  were  atill  Tound  Toting  aceording  to  the  in- 
temll  of  tbeir  own  conatituentat  and  ao  they  muat  con- 
tinue to  Tote.  Rather  than  truat  executive  pledget, 
whatever  might  be  the  executive  kindneaa  towards  the 
South,  he  waa  for  adhering  to  the  compromite.  The 
longer  the  country  repoaed  under  it,  the  atronger  would 
be  iff  bondt  of  aeeurily  ind  peace.  The  public  mind 
had  now  conformed  itself  to  the  arrangement.  The 
community  waa  satisfied,  and  the  country,  so  br  u  this 
intercat  waa  concerned,  was  tranquil  and  proaperous. 
As  a  Sonlhem  mm,  he  felt  bound  to  adhere  to  a  preaent 
and  a  certain  good,  in  preference  to  trusting  to  an  uncer- 
tain future  gain.  In  the  mean  time  he  ahould  be  happy 
to  hear  the  opinion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  [Mr.  Wbibbt]  on  these  two  pointai  first,  wheth- 
er be  eoimered  tbc  Benale  u  bound  by  theeompromiae 
lawi  srMlt  wcond,  whether  a  leading  gentleman  from 
New  York  was  tariff  or  anli-tarifT. 

In  relation  to  thia  particular  duly  on  aalt,  Nr.  P.  waa 
in  posaeaaion  of  sources  of  knowledge  ao  Intimate  as 
would  prevent  him  from  voting  on  the  queation.  The 
Senator  froia  New  fork  certainly  could  not  have  aelect- 
«d  a  ttronger  ease  to  illustrate  the  impropriety  of  the 
tariff  law  tilan  this  very  duly  on  aalt.  The  whole  duty 
vu  wrong  in  principle,  and  abominable  in  faet.  in  1830 
it  enjoyed  in  the  interior  of  the  country  a  protection  of 
two  hundred  per  cent.,  besides  all  the  natural  pnrtectton 
arising  from  ita  weight  and  bulk.  Yet  he  knew  that  even 
round  about  the  establishment  where  the  salt  was  made 
in  immenae  quantities,  this  enormous  duty  was  rendered 
popular  by  ibe  wealth  and  influence  of  those  who  own* 
ed  the  Dumufiutoryi  and  there  were  no  more  decided 
parttsant  of  the  tariff  system  than  the  poor  daa  of  in- 
habitants in  that  region  on  whom  thia  enormous  duty 
waa  levied.  The  same  influence  waa  exerted  in  the  halls 
of  Congressf  and  never  had  be  been  so  profoundly 
taught  the  dafCger  of  the  tariff  policy  as  be  had  by  wit- 
nessing its  reaulis  in  relation  to  this  tax  upon  aalt.  Salt 
was  selling  at  a  dollar  a  bushelt  the  duty  upon  it  was  30 
,  cents,  and^ibe  poorest  people  were  paying  this  doty,  and 
petitioning  Congress  that  it  might  not  be  taken  off.  It 
was  a  tax  which  had  renewed  the  virtue  (of  course  he 
meant  politically)  of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  and  of 
the  f<nrty  New  York  delegates  in  Ibe  other  House.  The 
General  Government  reduced  the  duty  to  10  cents,  and 
the  patriotic  Stare  of  New  York  to  6  cents,  making  the 
existing  duty  16  eenia  per  bu^l.  The  liberality  tfthe 
honorable  Senator  was  most  conapieuoua  in  moving  to 
abdikh  this  duty.  Mr.  P.  waa  not  quite  to  tore  oF  the 
magnanimity  of  the  forty  Rrpretenlativea  in  the  other 
Houset  it  might  turn  out  that  twenty  of  tbem  would  be 
found  on  one  aide,  and  twenty  on  the  otben  and  so  New 
York  might  decide  upon  the  tariff,  unleu  her  Senators 
were  called  to  vote  by  a  dedi'on  of  their  Stale  Legiila* 
ture.  He  believed  that  on  a  former  oecafuon  the  Sena- 
tora  from  New  York  anneably  divided,  and  thus  kept  the 
State  lafek  when  in  1B33  their  State  spoke,  and  instruct- 
ed tbem  how  to  wtet  and  it  waa  poaMble  that  the  hon- 
orable Senator,  who  had  proposed  the  abolition  of  thia 
duty  on  aalt,  might,  when  the  moment  for  voting  arri- 
ved, puti  out  of  hia  pocket  the  inatructions  of  hia  Legis- 
lature, and,  in  the  Ace  of  all  hia  own  apeechea,  might 
rate  agalMt  hie  notioo.  The  compromise  act  had  ToumI 


the  tax  uiwn  salt  in  this  predicament.  Tbe  duty  of  SO 
cents  had  been  reduced  to  15,  and  by  a  second  reduction 
bad  come  down  to  10,  and  at  that  point  it  atood  when 
the  compromiae  bill  waa  introduced.  The  operation  of 
the  compromiae  law  itself  bad  further  reduced  the  duty 
about  tbree  tenths,  so  that  at  the  present  time  salt  pad 
a  duty  of  r  or  8  cenU,  and  by  the  year  1842  tbla  would 
be  further  diminiabed  to  3  or  4  centa.  Mr.  P.  slated 
these  bets  from  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  detuls  ^ 
the  subjeeti  but  though  he  stated  them  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Senate,  and,  being  personally  interested, 
should  not  vole  upon  the  question,  he  waa  decidedly  op- 
posed to  touching  the  compromiae. 

Mr.  DAVIS  here  stating  it  was  his  deaire  to  nibout  a 
few  remarka  on  this  subject,  but  feeling  unwuliiig  to 
commence  them  at  so  lale  an  hour,  tbe  Senate,  oa  hit 
motioo,  adjourned. 

FaiDAT,  FXBBVABT  24. 
SEDUCTION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

Tbe  Senate  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on  certain  import»— ' 

Mr.  DAVIS  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  in  sab- 
stance  as  followsi 

I  feet  it  my  duty,  on  this  oeeaSMn,  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reply  to  some  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  gentle, 
men  on  the  other  side,  and  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  in* 
tended  personally  for  myself  and  my  colleague,  as  repre- 
aenting  one  of  the  Eastern  States  of  thia  Union.  My  col- 
league is  abundantly  able  to  anawer  for  himaelf,  and 
wilt,  no  doubt,  do  so  in  due  time.  This  discussion  has 
taken  a  wide  range,  atMl  it  has  been  thought  worth  while 
to  open  the  history  of  the  tariff  set  of  1828.  Many  of 
us  were  witnesses  of  the  trantaclinns  referred  lO|  and  I 
do  not  regret  that  some  time  haa  been  occupied  on  that 
subject,  aa  it  may  be  a  meani  of  sending  forth  to  ttke 
country  a  representation  of  some  affairs  not  remarkably 
well  understood.  We  of  the  North  did  not  very  well 
know  how  to  account  for  it,  when  we  aaw  you,  air,  [Mr. 
Kiao,  of  Alabama,  who  was  in  the  chair,]  and  other 
Southern  gentlemen,  voting  to  keep  up  heavf  pro- 
tecting duties  while  at  tbe  same  time  you  inveighed 
with  so  much  severity  against  tbe  whole  protective  pohey. 
We  were  awve  that  there  was  some  key  to  tbe  ap- 
parent enigma,  and  now  we  have  had  the  whole  secret 
fully  unfolded.  We  could  not.  Indeed,  be  so  stupid  ss 
not  to  comprehend  the  general  tenor  of  the  act  of  1838. 
What  was  the  origin  of  that  act?  In  1827,  thoae  who 
were  engaged  in  the  woollena  interest  felt  themedves 
a^^rieved  that  the  protective  privilege*  secured  to  tbem 
under  tbe  set  of  1834  had  been  impaired  by  the  legiela 
tton  of  Great  Britain;  and  they  came  to  Congreaa,  asking 
the  enactment  of  auch  a  law  aa  should  reatore  them  to  the 
same  foolfflg  aa  they  bad  enjoyed  under  the  act  of  1834. 
No  action  waa  had  at  that  tin>e,  but  their  application  was 
renewed  in  1838;  and  out  of  tbeae  circumatanees  grew 
the  famous  act  which  haa  not  unfrequently  been  deinmt* 
naied  a  bill  of  abominations.  I  do  not  know  who  first 
ehriatened  it  by  thia  name.  I  am  not  personally  answer, 
able,  although  I  do  not  think  the  name  waa  very  much 
misapplied.  The  introduction  of  the  bill  occasioBed  a 
long  discussion.  Instead  of  giving  the  woollens  intereat  a 
little  aid,  it  was  found  that  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
lures  had  introduced  into  the  bill  almost  every  thuig. 
I'here  was  a  heavy  protecting  duly  on  hemp,  which  no. 
body  aaked  fori  duties  on  duck,  on  iron,  on  aptritt}  at 
though  no  petition  had  been  preaented  calling  fat  any 
one  of  tbem.  Theae,  and  a  number  more,  were  gralui> 
toualy  put  into  the  bill)  but  when  we  come  to  look  for 
what  was  done  for  tbe  woollena  intereat,  we  find  notUag 
at  all.  We  aaked  for  bread,  and  you  gave  us  a  stone. 
A  lugh  duty,  it  is  true,  was  imposcd^t^  fore^  wooUeM^ 
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but  ■  proportional  duty  wii  laid  upon  wool,  which  com- 
pletely annulled  (he  benefit  to  the  manuracturer.  The 
bill  wai  made  to  respond  to  other  nuttert,  entirely  foretfrn 
from  ita  profesaed  object>  We  are  not  lo  ignorant  aa 
not  to  know  that  there  were  rabttd  eonaiderationi  erf" 
poHcy*  and  nrioos  intereits  concserned*  in  a  neaiure  ao 
eonplicated  in  its  character.  When  we  aaw  Southern 
membera  voting  to  keep  up  highdutiea  on  iron,  and  aail 
cloth,  and  hemp,  we  thought  there  wu  tome  bidden 
meaning  which  prompted  such  a  course.  Now,  aa  I  be- 
fore otuerred,  we  have  the  full  interpretation.  The 
poliey  of  the  South  haa  been  avowed,  and  we  find  that 
ihe  t^jeet  waa  to  make  the  bill  ao  Tery  bad  aa  to  drive 
those  who  had  a^ked  for  protection  to  vote  ^vnat  it. 
But  when  it  came  to  the  final  Tote,  many  of  those  who 
had  moat  vehemently  opposed  the  bill  suddenly  turned 
about,  and  voted  in  ita  favor.  This  I  could  not  do.  So 
I,  for  one,  followed  exactly  the  course  which,  as  it  now 
appears,  it  waa  designed  1  should.  I  voted  against  the 
bill.  It  passed,  however,  to  the  obvious  disappointment 
and  urpriae  of  many  Soathem  gentlemen,  who  had  cal. 
eulated  on  the  opposition  of  evefy  New  England  re  pre- 
tentative.  I  have  only  adverted  to  ihia  biatory,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  we  of  the  New  England  States, 
and  especially  the  woollens  interest,  were  selected  asihe 
acapegoatt  that  while  the  bill  was  constructed  in  such  a 
way  as  to  satisfy  all  the  Middle  and  Western  States,  that 
interest  which  most  needed  protection,  and  which  had 
earneatly  petitioned  for  it,  waa  entirely  deaerted. 

Then  cane  the  bill  of  1833,  a  bill  of  somewhat  the 
•ana  character  with  that  which  bad  preceded  It.  I  de. 
liberated  long  on  the  course  which  it  was  my  duty  to 
pursue;  and,  in  conclusion,  felt  myself  const  rained  to  vote 
against  that,  aa  I  had  against  the  bill  of  1838.  Whep  the 
period  of  my  election  came  round,  my  opponents  said 
that  [  had  been  found  in  bad  company,  and  thai  I  had 
atood  side  by  side  with  Southern  men  in  voting  against  a 
bill  for  protecting  dutieat  and  it  waa  thence  argued,  by  a 
aimilar  course  of  reasoning  to  that  which  has  been  ap. 
plied  in  the  present  debate,  that  I  waa  an  enemy  to  the 
tsrifr.  A  man,  it  was  said,  might  be  known  by  his  com. 
panyt  and,  as  I  had  voted  in  the  same  way  with  avowed 
opponents  of  the  whnle  tariff  policy,  I  must  be  set  down 
u  agreeing  with  them  in  sentiment. 

Then  followed  the  bill  of  1833.  I  waa  called  to  act 
upon  thit(  alsoi  and  the  journals  of  the  Senate  will  dlow 
that  I  voted  in  the  negative,  as  I  bad  done  on  the  two 
former  occanona.  I  took  occasion  at  that  lime  ^Ity  to 
cxpreas  my  aentimenta  in  regard  to  that  measure.  They 
are  in  print,  and  will  Sfieak  for  themselves.  The  bill, 
however,  passed,  and  became  the  law  of  the  tand(  and, 
for  myself,  I  acquiesced  in  it,  as  all  citizens  should  doi 
nor  am  I  aware  that  my  State  has  discovered  any  diapo* 
aition  to  interfere  with  ita  provisions. 

But  something  baa  been  aaid  here  upon  the  subject  of 
pledges.  The  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  some  other 
membera  of  the  Senate,  have  observed  that  they  have 
-neither  heard  nor  seen  any  recognition  of  pledges,  on 
this  nde  the  House,  to  the  observance  of  the  act  of  1833 
aa  a  compromise.  I  do  not  know  that  these  remarks 
were  intended  to  have  a  personal  reference  to  myself) 
but  yesterday  the  Senator  from  Virginia  made  the  for- 
mer remarks  more  pointed  and  personal,  observing  that 
he  had  carefully  watched,  throughout  the  debate,  and 
had  listened  to  hear  whether  any  Northern  Senator  would 
acknowledge  himself  lo  be  bound  by  the  act  as  a  bargain, 
and  had  heard  no  such  a  word  from  any  one  of  them. 
He  had  heard  no  pledgea  from  this  side  of  the  House. 
Pledges  to  what?  What  pledgeadoes  he  demand^  What 
did  he  expect?  la  he  not  in  favor  of  this  bill?  He  asys 
that  Uie  compromise  act  la  nothing  more  to  him  than  any 
other  pieee  i^'paper.  He  approvet  the  preaent  bill,  and 
will  role  for  it.   Well,  lir,  and  bow  tUnds  tbe  OMtter 


with  his  ftnenda?  Who  brought  this  bill  forward'  Was 
it  on  my  motion,  or  on  the  motion  of  those  with  whom  I 
am  aasociated?  It  was  not.  The  bill  haa  been  matured 
by  bia  own  frieodst  and  the  chairman  of  tbe  comniltee 
who  reported  U  [Mr.  WaiasT]  said  h  is  obvious  that 
about  one  million  kX  the  propoaed  amount  of  reduction 
falls  within  the  provisions  of  the  compromise  act.  Was 
it  not,  then,  tbe  deliberate  purpose  of  tbe  eonmlttee  to 
report  a  bill  which  did  interfere  with  the  compromisei 
and  do  not  all  who  support  the  bill  avow  tbe  determina- 
tion, which  has  been  so  frankly  avowed  by  the  chairman 
and  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  to  invade  that  act?  If 
such  is  the  fact,  and  if  Ihia  measure  ia  not  a  mere  exper- 
fment,  but  haa  been  seriously  brought  forward  here, 
what  am  I  obliged  to  infer?  Am  I  not  compelled  to  be- 
lieve that  those  who  have  brought  it,  and  those  who  sup- 
port it,  mean  lo  declare  that  we  are  not  bound  by  the  act 
of  1833?  That,  to  use  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  it  is  no  more  to  us  than  a  bit  of  parchment? 
If  such  ia  the  tenor  and  tendency  of  their  own  remarks* 
and  such  the  doctrine  they  themselves  avow,  then  where 
is  the  propriety  in  calling  upon  us  for  pledges'  When 
they  avow  their  disregard  of  the  compromiae,  do  they  ex- 
pect that  we  diatl  pledge  ouraelves  to  regard  it?  If  that 
is  their  expectation,  then  the  present  measure  ia  without 
aense  or  object,  that  1  can  see.  What  influence  ia  our 
opinion  to  have?  Suppose  we  rose  in  our  place,  and  de- 
clared that  we  held  that  act  to  be  binding,  would  the 
honorable  Senator  frwn  Virginia  change  his  courae?  If 
be  would,  then  must  he  not  adroit  tbst  this  bill  b  a  mere 
experiment-Hi  test?  Tbe  ehairroaa  aaiares  us  it  Is 
brought  here  with  a  view  to  its  being  paaMdi  and  gen. 
tlemen-say  that  they  are  veiling  their  sincerity  shall  be 
judged  by  their  votea.  For  what,  then,  do  tbey  want 
pledges  from  us'  It  would  not  alter  their  course  if  we 
riiouTd  give  them.  Their  courae  is  wbolly  independent 
of  any  opinion  of  oura.  I  cannot,  therefore,  maktt 
any  apology  for  their  course  on  this  gropnd.  I  do  not 
like  to  be  called  upon  for  aenaeleas  and  unmeaning 
pledges. 

But  I  have  another  word  to  say  about  this  matter  of 
pledges.  My  opiniona  with  regard  to  the  compromise 
bill  were  freely  given  at  the  time  it  passedt  but  it  became 
a  law,  and  1  acquiesced  in  it,  aa  was  my  dulyt  nor  have 
I  given  any  proof  of  a  disposition  to  diaturb  it.  But  I 
know  that  this  matter  has  recently  been  brought  before  the 
Legislature  of  my  State,  and  that  there  b  a  probability 
of  legislative  action  in  regard  to  it.  I  am  not  in  posses, 
aion  of  any  authority  to  pledge  my  State  to  a  course  of 
future  action}  it  would  not  become  met  >t  does  not  belong 
to  me.  The  utmost  that  could  be  demanded  of  me  would 
be  an  expression  of  my  own  opinion.  It  is  not  for  me 
to  give  pledges  wbile  the  matter  in  band  is  before  my 
State  Legisbture.  I  can  now  slate  that  the  opiniona  of 
that  body  have  arrived  by  the  laat  mailt  1  iball  lay  tbe 
document  before  the  Senate,  and  let  il  speak  for  itself. 
I  thought  it  due  to  myself  to  say  thus  rouch  on  the  sub- 
ject of  pledgesi  and,  having  done  so,  I  will  relieve  tbe 
Senate,  and  resume  my  seat. 

Mr.  BENTON  went  into  a  lengthy  reply,  in  which  he 
quoted  the  journal  lo  abow  that  the  present  bill  waa  more 
advanced  in  proportion  to  tbe  date  of  tbe  sesnon  than 
the  compromise  bill  bad  been  in  1833;  from  wbtch  he 
took  occasion  lo  vindicate  ibe  committee  who  reported 
it  from  the  charge  of  delay.  He  denied  tbe  bindii^ 
force  of  the  compromise  act,  against  which  he  spoke 
with  some  severity.  He  warmly  commended  the  policy 
of  regulating  commerce  by  equivalents,  and  expressed  a 
determination  to  commence  a  re|!ular  syatem  of  opera- 
tiona  with  a  view  to  have  that  poliqr extensively  pursued 
by  tUa  Government. 

After  e  few  remains  from  Mr.  NILES,  tbe  qaestion 
was  taken  Ml  striking  oat  "''^^^^^[^  "eenh 
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mon  nit,"  «nd  decided  in  the  n^gtllvfi  by  yeu  and 
mys,  u  foUowH: 

TiAS — Menrs.  Buchuan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewinf;  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Rniffht,  Hc- 
Kean,  Niobolaa,  Bobbins,  Robinaon,  Southard,  Web> 
Iter— 15. 

Nati— Henra.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbcrt, 
Ewing  of  lirinoiv,  Fultoo,  Hubbard,  Kin;  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyoo,  Moore,  Houton,  Niln, 
Norvell,  Pagr,  Parker,  Prentisi,  Rirei,  Rugxles,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Swif^  Tallnadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  White, 
Wright— 38. 

Mr.  RBNTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a 
particular  kind  of  blanket!,  (apecified  in  liit  amend- 
ment,}  used  principally  by  the  Indiana)  which  anend- 
ment  wai  agreed  to:  Ayes  33,  noea  14. 

Ur.  NILKS  ofFered  the  following  amendment: 

"That  from  and  after  the  30tb  day  of  September, 
183r,  the  duty  on  fosail  coal,  culm  coal  screenings,  and 
coke,  imported  into  the  United  States,  shall  be  one  dol- 
lar per  ton  of  tvro  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty 
poundst  ftnd  that  after  the  30th  day  of  September,  1838, 
the  duty  shall  be  sixty  cents  per  ton." 

Mr.  Nl  LES  addressed  the  Senate  at  coniiderabte  lengi  h 
in  support  of  his  amendnMnt,  and  upon  the  principles  of 
the  bill.  He  remarked  that  it  was  known  to  the  Senate 
that  the  subject  of  the  duty  on  coal  hsd  been  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Manunc- 
tures,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  that,  in  pursuance 
of  the  instruction  of  said  committee,  he  had  reported  a 
bill  for  tbe  entire  repeal  of  the  duty  on  foreign  coalf  bnt 
as  it  was  not  his  intention.to  call  up  that  bil^  he  had  of- 
fered  this  amendment  to  the  bill  under  consideration, 
which  related  to  the  same  general  subject  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  duties.  The  Committee  on  Hanufacturea  had 
also  made  a  report,  containing  somew^iat  at  length  their 
views  of  the  subject,  and  their  reasons  fur  the  reduction 
or  repeal  of  the  duty  on  coal;  and  did  lie  suppose  that 
Senators  had  examined  that  report,  he  would  forbear 
any  remarks  in  support  of  the  amendment  he  off«red| 
but  from  the  great  pressure  on  the  time  and  attention  of 
every  Senator,  and  as  the  subject  was  not  one  of  general 
interest,  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  few  gentlemen 
had  given  much  attention  to  the  report  to  which  he  had 
referred.  He  should,  therefore,  ss  briefly  as  he  could, 
submit  some  general  considerations  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. The  present  law  imposes  a  duty  of  six  cents  per 
heaped  bushel  on  coal,  in  general  termsi  and,  from  the 
▼ague  and  indeftniie  nature  of  the  language,  several 
questions  have  arisen,  and  protecutions  tlave  been  inati* 
tuted  to  recover  the  duty  In  cases  of  doubt,  under  the 
present  law.  He  believed  a  suit  had  been  commenced 
m  Pennsylvania  In  respect  to  coal  screcningst  and  one 
had  recently  been  decided  in  New  York  against  the 
United  States,  the  object  of  which  wss  to  recover  the 
duty  on  imported  coke.  The  jury  decided  that  coke 
was  not  coal,  and,  therefore,  not  subject  to  duty  by  the 
existing  law.  Coke  bears  the  same  relation  to  fossil  coal 
that  clurcoal  does  to  wood.  It  is  fotail  cusi  charred,  or 
burned,  and  loses  fifty  or  sixty  per  cent,  in  weight  by 
the  process.  The  hw  is  defective;  and  if  the  duty  wss 
to  be  maintained  at  its  present  rate,  it  ought  to  be  amend- 
ed. But  his  object  was  a  reduction  of  the  duty.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  had  recom- 
mended a  repesl,  and  he  had  concurred  in  that  optntont 
but  being  satisfied  that  a  repeal  of  the  duty  could  not 
be  carried  at  this  time,  he  now  only  sought  to  obtain  a 
reduction.  A  ton  of  coal  contained  about  twenty  -seven  or 
twenty-eight  buabelst  and,  at  the  present  rate  of  impost, 
pays  a  duty  of  about  one  dollar  and  seventy  cents,  or  now 
something  less,  as  by  the  operation  of  the  act  of  2833 
the  duty  RIm  been  reduced  from  six  cents  to  five  and  one 
tbird  eeats  per  bushel.  The  reduction  proposed  is  about 


forty  per  cent,  on  the  30tb  of  September  next)  and  in 
one  year  from  that  period  about  seventy  per  cent.  The 
rate  of  duty  at  that  time,  should  tbe  amendment  be 
adopted,  would  be  about  the  same  aa  what  it  will  be  re- 
duced to  in  1843,  under  the  proviHooaof  tbeaetof  1833; 
that  is,  about  twenty  per  cent.,  but  probablyntheribove 
that  rate. 

Tlw  doty  on  coal  wm  impoied  for  rernnie  onlyt  «o 
far  aa  respects  all  the  fwmer  aetsi  and  even  aa  to  the  lut 
act,  that  of  1S34,  it  can  hardly  be  claimed  that  the  in- 
crease of  duty  waa  designed  for  protection.  The  act  of 
1789,  which  was  the  first  imposing  duties  on  imports,  sub* 
jected  coal  to  a  duly  of  two  cents  per  heaped  bushel;  tbe 
next  year  it  was  raised  to  three  centai  in  1792,  to  foarand 
a  half  eentsi  in  1816,  when  the  whole  syrtem  of  revenue 
was  revised  at  the  close  of  the  war,  it  was  increased  to  five 
cents  per  bushel;  and  tn  1834,  to  six  cents.  The  act  of 
1834,  which  increased  the  duty  one  cent  per  bushel,  ia 
the  only  one  that  can  be  considered  as  having  had  any 
reference  to  protection;  nor  is  it  by  any  means  clear 
that  the  addition  to  the  duty  made  by  that  act  had  any  ref- 
erence to  the  protection  of  the  domestic  interest,  for  the 
country  was  then  oppressed  with  debt  from  the  war  ex- 
penditure%  and  the  ratea  of  duly  of  many  articles  were 
increased  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  which  w«re 
in  no  way  connected  with  any  domestic  interest.  But 
there  is  another  and  stronger  reason  tending  to  prove 
that  the  object  of  the  increase  of  duty  by  tbe  act  of 
1834  was  not  protection.  The  home  coal  trade  then 
could  hardly  be  said  to  exist,  and  it  can  scarcely  be  suppo- 
sed that  Congress  intended  a  prospective  protection  of  an 
interest  not  then  in  existence,  or  not  of  aufRcient  impor- 
tance to  demand  attention.  Tbe  preceding  aeawo.  that 
of  1833,  the  whole  amount  of  anthracite  coal  mined  and 
braught  to  market  was  leas  than  six  thousand  tons.  The 
first  anthracite  coal  which  was  introduced  as  an  article  of 
fuel  was  in  1830,  when  a  few  hundred  tons  only  were 
used.  It  has  been  increasing  since  that  time  to  the  ptreaeni. 
For  some  years  the  increase  waa  very  slow,  but  of  late 
it  has  been  very  rapid;  and  since  183 tbe  anthracite  coal 
which  lias  been  brought  into  tbe  market  from  Pennsylva- 
nia alone  has  increased  about  one  hundred  thousand  tona 
per  annum.  During  the  jetr  1836,  nearly  700,000  tooa 
were  mined  and  brought  to  market.  Foaul  coal  baa 
now  become  a  common  article  of  fuel  in  all  tbe  citiea 
and  towns  on  the  Atlantic  border  of  the  Qnio'n,  and  its 
use  is  extending  into  the  country;  and  it  ia  extensiveiy 
used  in  factories.  The  primitive  forests  have  been  de< 
Btroyed,  and  what  remain  are  wanted  for  timber,  tt  ap- 
pears to  be  the  natural  order  and  course  of  things,  that 
during  the  early  stages  of  the  settlement  of  every  coun- 
irj-,  the  forests  are  the  natural  resource  for  supplying 
the  inhabitants  with  fuel;  but,  in  the  progress  of  time, 
this  resource  must  fail;  the  forests  disappear  before  the 
industry  and  enterprise  of  man,  and  the  lands  are  brought 
under  cultivation.  As  every  country  becomes  older  and 
more  populous,  a  greater  portion  of  tbe  lands  are  re- 
quired for  tillage,  to  supply  the  want*  of  the  inhabitaalsi 
but  when  the  forests  are  destroyed,  and  the  landa  g^n* 
erally  brought  into  cultivation,  some  other  reaource 
must  be  discovered  to  supply  fuel,  one  of  the  nutat  in- 
dispensable articles  uf  life;  and  a  beneficient  Providence 
has  provided  almost  every  country  with  an  inexhaustible 
supply  of  fuel  in  its  mountains,  which  are  not  suscepti- 
ble of  cultivation.  This  is  eminentljr  true  in  the  United 
Stales.  No  country  on  the  globe  la  more  abundantly 
provided  with  fossil  coal,  or  with  better  natural  fscililiei 
of  transporting  it  to  the  places  where  it  may  be  wmnlCMl. 
West  of  the  mountains  coal  abounds  almost  evoj 
where;  east  it  is  not  to  generally  prevalent,  yet  there 
are  large  districts  containing  a  supply  for  all  time  to 
come,  most  of  which  are  in  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  tbe  older  portion!  of  tbe  United  States,  ve  bare 
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just  arrired  at  i  period  when  the  inhabituili  must  de- 
peod  on  fossil  coal  for  fuel,  instead  of  the  forests  which 
have  hitherto  aupplied  their  wants.  The  transition  from 
one  description  of  fuel  to  the  other  has  been  astonish- 
ingly rapid  within  the  last  fire  or  six  years.  If  the  in- 
crease in  the  consumption  of  coal  continues  for  ten  years 
at  the  aaioe  ratio  it  has  for  the  last  five  years,  there  will, 
at  that  time,  be  one  mtHioii  Mreii  hundred  thousand  tons 
contumed  yearly  from  the  mines  of  Pennqrlvania  alone. 
Thia  quantity,  at  four  dollars  per  ton,  delivered  at  tide 
water,  would  amount  tii  nearly  seven  millions  of  dollars. 
Pennaylrania  had  been  highly  favored{  in  addition  to  a 
ftfftile  toil,  she  possesses  treasures  of  wealth  in  her 
mountaloa  of  coal,  of  which  the  imai^oatioo  could  not 
well  cwceive.  Unleai  fonil  coal  which  may  come  into 
competition  with  ber  trade  shall  be  discovered  else- 
where,  the  time  waa  not  remote  when  she  would  receive 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually  as  the  proceeds  of 
her  e<Ml  trade.  All  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States  will 
be  tittutary  to  her  for  one  or  the  first  and  must  impor- 
tant necessaries  of  life.  Hr.  N.  said  that  he  did  not  en- 
vy Pennsylvania  these  advantages;  he  rejoiced  that  she 
pooeased  themj  it  would  always  afford  him  pleasure  to 
witness  her  adraDce  in  tiiat  career  of  wealth  and  great- 
ness which  KcDsd  open  to  ber.  All  that  he  desired 
was,  that  she  should  exhibit  a  just  moderation  in  ber 
prosperityt  (hat  she  should  he  satisfied  with  reasonable 

firofits  on  her  immense  coal  trade.  But  he  waa  not  wil- 
ing that,  by  means  of  an  onerous  duty  of  fifty  per  cent. 
OQ  the  foreign  article,  she  should  be  enabled  to  obtain 
nearly  two  dollart  per  ton  for  her  ewl  more  than  the 
fair  minimum  price. 

From  the  facta  be  had  stated,  it  was,  he  thought, 
apparent'  that  the  question  of  the  coal  duty  had  now 
become  one  of  great  magnitude  and  importance,  both 
to  those  engaged  in  the  domestic  coal  trade  and  to  the 
country  generally.  When  the  la&t  act  waa  passed,  in 
1834,  the  question  was  of  but  trifling  consequence,  and 
there  waa  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  had  received 
much  conaidcntion.  Even  if  be  were  to  adnut  that  the 
increaae  of  the  duty  by  the  act  of  1824  was  designetl  to 
favor  the  domestic  coal  interest,  the  question  then  was 
of  ao  tittle  importance,  it  cannot  reasonably  be  believed 
that  the  subject  was  then  fully  examined  or  discussed. 
But  the  time  has  now  arrited  when  Congress  is  called  on 
to  decide  whether  it  is  just  and  proper  to  continue  an 
onerous  duty  of  nearly  fifiy  per  cent,  on  one  of  the  first 
iieccsaaricB  of  life,  which  was  originally  imposed  and 
tiaa  been  maintained  for  revenue  only. 

Why  tball  this  duty  be  coniinoed?  la  it  wanted  for 
revenue  >  This  is  not  claimed.  It  is  our  purpose  lo  re- 
duce the  revenue,  and  the  bill  before  us  has  been  intro- 
duced for  that  object.  It  reduces  the  revenue  nearly 
two  and  a  half  milliona.  The  duty  on  coal  in  1835  waa 
nearly  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars;  and, 
■bould  this  amendment  prevail,  it  would  reduce  the  duty 
about  forty  thousand  dollars  the  first  year,  and  something 
like  eighty  thousand  afterwards.  So  far  as  the  revenue 
was  concerned^  the  meaaure  was  de«rable,  as  our  object 
is  to  reduce  the  revenue — to  avoid  a  surplus,  which  is 
distracting  Congress  and  the  country. 

But  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  bad  nut  recom. 
mended  the  repeal  of  the  coal  duty  as  a  financial  measure. 
The  general  aubject  of  the  reduction  of  duties  had  been 
intrusted  lo  another  committee,  no  doubt  much  more 
competent  to  so  arduous  a  task.  They  had  proposed 
the  repeal  of  the  coal  duly,  aa  a  measure  of  rehef  to  the 
counti^  from  what  they  believed  to  be  an  unnecessary  and 
burdensome  tax,  which  bore  particulsrly  hard  on  the 
poor;  but,  so  far  as  the  measure  would  haveany  efi^cct 
on  the  finances,  it  was  favorable;  but  that  was  altogether 
&  secondary  object. 

Is  the  present  high  rate  of  duty  on  imported  coal  ne- 


cessary  to  protect  the  home  coal  trade  f  Thi;),  it  must 
be  admitted,  is  the  only  ground  on  which  the  duty  can 
be  justified.  He  did  not,  however,  believe  that  so  high 
a  rate  of  duty  was  necessary  for  that  purpose;  nor  could 
he  be  satisfied,  if  it  was,  that  it  would  be  reasonable  and 
just  to  continue  it. 

Mr.  N.  said  be  doubted  whether  any  duty  waa  re- 
quired to  protect  the  domestic  coal  intere8t,.and"  was 
quite  sure  that  ao  high  a  rate  of  duty  could  not  be  de* 
manded.  He  did  not  intend  to  go  into  a  full  discussion 
of  this  question,  but  woukl  barely  allude  to  aomfe  consid- 
erations which  had  led  him  to  believe  that  the  coal  trade 
was  not  an  interest  requiring  protection.  Fossil  coal  is  a 
raw  material,  a  mineral  existing  in  (he  bowels  of  the 
earth  in  a  pure  atate,  and  fit  for  use.  it  did  not  have  to 
be  separated  from  other  and  grosser  materials;  it  under- 
went no  process  of  refining,  or  any  preparation  what* 
ever,  to  fit  it  for  use.  It  waa  not  the  product  of  human 
skill,  art,  or  industry,  of  any  kind;  it  was  a  valuable  de* 
posite  in  nature's  storehouse,  provided  by  a  kind  Provi- 
dence, to  supply  the  wants  ant)  administer  to  the  cum- 
foris  of  man.  All  that  remained  to  be  done  was  for 
him  to  put  forth  his  hand  and  remove  it  from  ita  bed, 
where  it  had  been  deposited  for  hia  use.  It  was  one  of 
those  indispensable  necessariea  of  life  which  God  had 
provided  in  a  state  fit  for  use.  leaving  nothing  for  man 
to  do.  The  coal  trade  waa  wholly  unlike  those  manu- 
facturing interests  that  require  a  high  degree  of  skill 
and  experience,  which  can  only  be  acquired  by  a  long 
course  of  practice,  aided  by  mechanical  power  and  by 
a  knowledge  of  the  construction  and  use  of  complicated 
machinery.  The  protection  lo  manufactures  is  defend* 
ed  mainly  on  the  fpvtind  that  they  cannot,  in  their  infan- 
cy, stand  againat  foreign  competition,  and  that  protec- 
tion it  necessary  during  the  period  which  is  required  lo 
enable  the  home  manufacturer  lo  acquire  that  skill  and 
experience  which  exists  in  other  countries.  This  argu- 
ment, which  is  the  strongest  in  support  of  the  protec- 
tion of  manufactures,  has  no  application  to  the  coal 
trade.  Another  argument,  scarcely  less  weighty  in  fa- 
vor of  protecting  msnufaclures,  is  the  necessity  of 
guarding  them  against  the  depressiuna  and  fluctuations 
of  foreign  markets;  which,  were  it  not  for  protective 
duties,  would  at  such  periods  glut  our  markets  with  for- 
eign goods— imported,  perhaps,  at  a  sacrifice— and 
which  would  be  ruinous  to  our  own  manufactures.  Ttkia 
evil  could  never  be  experienced  in  the  coal  trade,  aa 
the  value  of  foreign  coat  in  our  market  depends  princi- 
pally on  the  freigbtiand  charges  of  importation. 

There  is  another  cogent  reaaon  why  the  home  cual 
trade  cannot  require  protection  against  foreign  ceffipe- 
lition;  which  is,  that  it  is  sufficL^nlly  protected  by  the 
bulk  and  weight  of  the  article,  the  almost  entire  value 
of  which  arisea  from  the  labor  and  expense  of  mining 
and  getting  it  to  market.  In  a  business  of  this  descrip- 
tion, it  was  manifest  Ibat  the  home  dealer  must  pnssesa 
advantages  over  the  foreign  trader,  who  must  be  com* 
pelled  tu  pay  much  larger  freights,  insurance,  and 
chargea.  Coal  is  worth,  in  Liverpool,  about  thirteen 
cents  per  bushel,  or  between  three  and  four  dollars  per 
ton,  being  nearly  as  higli  aa  the  price  at  which  Ameri* 
can  coal  ought  to  be  sold  at  tide  water.  Some  years 
since,  coal  was  sold  at  Philadelphia  at  $i  75  per  ton, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  could  be  sold  at  $4,  and  af- 
ford a  fair  remuneration  for  the  Ubor  and  capital.  11  ia 
valued  at  fifty  cent's  in  the  pit,  and  il  coats  fifty  cetita 
more  to  mine  it,  leaving  three  dollars  for  transporting  it 
to  tide  water  and  for  profits,  if  the  importer  baa  to 
pay  fur  coal  nearly  as  much  in  Liverpool  as  it  is  worlli 
in  Philadelpliia,  hour  is  it  possible  that  any  thing  is  to  be 
feared  from  foreign  competition?  The  expenses  of  im- 
porting ao  heavy  and  bulky  an  article  as  coal  must  be 
an  ample  protection  to  the  home  U^e.   tt  i&estioutcd 
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that  the  ezpeiwe  of  the  importition  of  goodif  including 
fraghty  eommiariDii^  iiuwrance,  snd  all  charge*,  togeth- 
er with  the  differeoce  in  exchange,  amounti  to  atleast 
twenty  per  cent. ;  and  the  expense*  of  the  importation 
of  iron  are  mid  to  be  thirty  per  cent.  It  can  hardly  be 
■opposed,  therefore,  that  coal  c*n  be  imported  at  less 
than  fihy  per  cent,  i  and  be  believed  that  one  hundred 
wouM  probably  be  found  nearer  the  truth.  Without  go- 
ing into  other  coniideralionft  Mr.  N.  laid  he  thought  it 
waa  elew  that  the  domettic  coal  trade  wa*  not  ezpoted  to 
auff'er  from  foreign  eonpctition,  even  if  the  entire  doty 
were  repealed.  And  if  this  were  the  oaae,  dien  the  only 
effect  of  the  duly  wraa  to  raise  the  price  of  the  American 
coal  something  like  two  dollari  per  ton  above  its  miniaum 
value.  Tfala  must  be  the  effect  of  the  duty  on  foreign 
coal,  unleaa  tliere  is  sufficient  domestic  competition  to 
keep  down  the  price,  without  the  aid  of  the  foreign 
trade,  which  he  did  not  believe  waa  the  caae. 

Hr.  N>  said  that  be  had  thrown  out  tome  aoggeitions, 
intended  to  show  that  the  coal  duty  waa  not  required  for 
the  protection  of  the  home  tradet  but,  even  if  he  was 
incorrect  in  thia,  he  believed  that  there  were  objections 
to  Ibis  duty  so  serious  and  weighty  that.  In  any  view 
which  can  be  taken  of  the  subject,  a  high  rate  of  duty 
GDutd  not  be  defended  at  consistent  with  the  principles 
of  justice  or  humanity.  He  would  barely  allude  to  some 
of  tbeae  objectionsi 

The  duty  oo  foreign  coal  t*  necenarily  a  partial  taxt 
and,  at  it  operate*  unequally  and  parttslly,  it  is  unjust. 
The  duty  on  foreign  coal  tends  to  raise  the  price  of  the 
domeMic  article,  so  far  as  they  come  in  competition  with 
each  other,  and  no  fsrlher.  This  competition  is  wholly 
confined  to  the  cities  and  towns  on  the  Atlanlie  border. 
Imported  coal  never  has  been,  and  never  can  be,  eon< 
veyed  w^  of  the  mountains,  or  any  considerable  dis- 
tance into  the  interior.  That  aectlon  of  the  Union  has 
an  inexhaustible  nipply  of  native  coal,  abounding  in  all 
direelions,  so  that  foreign  coal,  if  theiv  were  no  duty, 
could  never  interfere.  It  is  only  the  inhabitants  on  the 
••aboard  who  have  any  interest  in  this  questiont  and  the 
Isx,  both  on  tlie  foreign  and  domestic  article,  is  paid  by 
them  alone.  Tliis  lax,  therefore,  is  too  limited  and  par* 
tial  ID  Ha  operation  to  be^ust. 

Another  and  more  ienons  objection  to  the  coal  duty 
if,  that  it  i*  a  tax  on  one  of  the  prime  neccasarie*  for  up- 
holding life,  and  is  extremely  burdensome  and  oppres- 
sive to  the  poor.  In  a  country  where  the  winters  are  so 
long  snd  severe  as  in  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  fuel  is  one  of  the  first  neceaaariea  of  life. 
Durii^  the  last  year,  not  less  than  nine  months  a  fire 
waa  required  for  comfort,  and  at  all  times  is  indispen- 
sable for  oooking  and  family  purpose*.  Coal  is  the 
eheapeat  kind  of  fuelt  and  a  lax  on  It  i*  peculiarly  bur- 
densonie  to  (he  poorer  clssses,  eipeeially  in  our  cities. 
Next  to  rent,  fuel  ia  one  of  thr  must  eipensive  articlesi 
the  very  pooreat  families  cannot  get  along  with  less  than 
three  ton*  of  coal  yearly.  Cunaidering  the  tax  as  two 
dollar*  per  ton,  it  will  amount  to  six  dollars  per  annum 
to  the  poorcKt  families.  This  would  be  a  heavy  taxi  but 
it  I*  not  all  nor  the  worst  of  the  case.  They  are  subject- 
ed to  a  alill  nH>re  oppressive  tax,  by  the  second-hand 
holders  and  regratens  a*  the  gentleman  from  Miasouri 
[Hr.  Ubstob]  called  them  the  other  day,  in  speaking 
against  the  salt  duty.  He  exposed  the  Tout  practices  and 
oppressions  of  the  regralera,  in  relation  to  the  article  of 
common  salt,  in  the  most  eloquent  and  forcible  manner. 

Mr.  N.  said  that  he  really  wished  he  could  have  the 
benefit  of  the  talento  and  influence  of  that  Senator  on 
thia  question.  In  bis  speech  against  the  **lt  tax,  it  ap- 
peared 10  him  the  gentleman  was  actually  inspiredj  his 
eloquence  was  too  fervid  and  sublime  to  be  confined  to 
the  sober  iiyle  of  preset  it  broke  directly  into  the  more 
elevated  and  pathetic  strain*  of  pvctrj.   He  (Hr.  N*) 


concurred  in  most  that  the  Senator  said  en  that  ques- 
tion j  yet  still  he  believed  that  most  of  bis  remsrks  would 
apply  with  more  force,  justice,  and  truth,  to  the  onerous 
tax  on  fuel.  Salt,  it  is  true,  is  one  of  the  first  neces- 
saries of  life,  more  universal  in  its  use  than  coal  or  fuel 
of  soy  kind,  as  it  is  required  for  the  subsistence  of  beasts 
as  well  as  msn.  But  the  amount  of  the  tax,  espeeially 
that  paid  by  the  poorer  cluses,  was  trifling  compared 
with  the  tsx  they  pay  upon  tatX,  The  class  of  families 
to  whom  be  had  referred  as  consuming  three  tons  of 
eoal  would  not  use  probably  three  biimela  of  ssit  a 
yeart  so  that  they  would  pay  a  salt  tax  of  WAnj  centi^ 
and  a  fuel  tax  of  six  dollara. 

What  the  honorable  Senator  had  said  of  the  practices 
of  the  regrater*  in  the  salt  trade  would  apply  with  more 
force  to  the  regraters  in  the  coal  trade.  And  how  fu 
these  practices  were  sustained  and  kept  up  by  tlie  duty, 
might  be  a  question  I  but  he  verily  believed  that  if  the 
duty  waa  repealed,  and  foreign  competition  let  io,  the 
extortionary  and  oppressive  measures  of  the  regraters 
would  be  at  an  end,  or  their  enormity  very  mueh  dimin- 
ished. The  selfiabness  and  rapacity  of  second-hand  deal- 
ers and  regraters  in  the  coal  business  were  greatly  fa- 
vored by  the  condition  of  the  trade:  anthracite  coal, 
which  waa  the  kind  used  in  the  Northern  cities,  came  al- 
mostentirelyfrom  Philadelphia,  an  inland  port,  which  was 
closed  nearly  three  months  in  the  yesr,  and  during  that 
period  when  the  demand  for  fuel  was  most  preasingc 
the  duty  excluded  foreign  coal,  and  the  ice  shut  out  any 
additional  supply  from  Philadelphia  at  the  setting  in  of 
winter.  This  gave  the  holders  the  control  of  the  mar- 
ket, who  have  nothing  more  to  do  but  to  combine,  to  en- 
able  them  to  regulate  the  price  at  their  pleasure.  Thia 
they  have  done  the  last  three  years,  in  all  the  cities  north 
of  Philadelphia.  During  the  lut  loi^  and  severe  win- 
ter, these  merciless  regraters  ia  New  York,  u  ke  was 
creidibly  informed,  held  their  r^ulw  meetings,  at  whidi 
they  consulted  the  thermometer,  and  the  capacity  of  tbo 
citixens  to  endure  freezing.  A*  the  cold  inocased,  and 
the  sufferings  of  the  poor  became  more  intense,  tbey 
raised  the  price  of  coal  from  week  to  week,  and  even 
froiA  day  to  day.  So  complete  was  this  system  of  op- 
presnon,  that  the  price  of  fuel  fenned  a  scale  to  deter- 
mine the  continuance  and  degree  of  the  cold.  The  re- 
sult of  this  *yBtem  was,  that  coal  which  was  probably 
worth  seven  dollars  per  ton  when  the  navigsticm  dosed, 
waa  raised  to  sixteen  dollars  per  ton.  "Hie  sufferings 
of  the  poor,  under  such  a  state  of  things,  might  he  con- 
ceived, but  could  not  be  deusribed. 

But  (said  Hr.  N.)  be  would  by  no  means  assert  thai 
these  regraters  in  coal  were  ainncrs  ^Ktve  all  other  mem 
the  evil,  great  a*  it  was,  ought  to  be  ascribed  lo  the  con- 
dition of  the  coal  trade.  The  retail  dealers  had  only 
done  what  nearly  all  men  will  do;  tbey  bad  only  lakes 
advantage  of  circumstan9es  to  obtain  Uie  b'^cst  price 
fur  their  commodity.  This,  however  unjust  and  oppres- 
sive in  many  cases,  is  what  Ihe  cupidity  of  the  humaa 
heart  will  lead  most  men  to  do.  It  is  the  embarrassed 
state  of  the  trade,  the  obstruction  of  Ihe  home  trade,  and 
the  exclusion  of  foreign  competition,  which  haa  occa- 
sioned these  result^wbicb  hasted  to  practices  ao  op- 
presHve,  cruel,  and  inhuman  to  the  poor.  Who  eaa 
contemplate  evils  like  these,  and  sufferings  such  as  he 
had  feebly  attempted  to  describe,  snd  believing  that 
they  are  in  any  degree  tbe  result  of  our  legislation,  with- 
out  feeling  an  emotion  of  indignation  springing  up  in  lua 
heart? 

There  I*  (said  Mr.  K.)  another  cause  that  tyu  contrib- 
uted to  the  evils  in  the  eoal  trade,  which  he  bad  at- 
tempted lo  point  out,  and  which,  in  his  opinion,  waa  m 
sufficient  reason  against  continuing  a  high  rate  of  duty 
on  foreign  coal,  were  there  no  other,  w  alhided  to  the 
fact  that  the  coal  trade  was  in  tbe  hands  of  a  few  large  ei»> 
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ptnin,  tnd  to  all  intents  and  parposes  wu  a  monopoly  in 
fact.  Whether  a  monopoly  U  created  by  legal  enact, 
msnti,  or  irises  from  other  causes,  it  is  not  the  leu  a 
rnonopoly.  nor  the  less  aubject  to  the  evils  which  attend 
all  monopolies.  It  is  a  well>known  fact  that  the  coa) 
busineM  is  in  the  bands  of  a  rery  few  large  eompaniea, 
who  manapre  it  in  tlieir  ova  way,  and,  as  they  believe, 
for  their  own  interest.  One  variety  of  ooal  (that  called 
Lackawana]  was  got  to  market  by  one  company  only. 
How  many  companies  were  concerned  in  all  he  could 
not  say,  but  there  were  but  few.  The  coal  lands  had 
been  bought  up  by  these  monopolizing  companies,  who 
bad  constructed  oanab  and  railroads  into  the  coal  region, 
ofvhloh  they  had  an  exclusire  control;  and  by  these 
meant  they  had  obtained  a  complete  and  entire  monopo- 
ly of  the  bunneia.  They  have  attempted  to  regulate 
tiie  supply  according  to  their  estimate  of  the  demand, 
and  with  a  view  to  keep  up  the  price,  it  will  be  found, 
by  examining  the  statements  in  the  remonstrsnce  they 
have  sent  here,  that  when  an  unusual  quantity  of  coal, 
brought  to  market,  has  remained  over  the  year  unsold, 
there  has  been  a  corresponding  reduction  in  tlw  supply 
got  10  market  the  following  year.  Tbisfiietalone  proves 
that  the  coal  business  is  in  so  few  hands,  that  those  who 
supply  the  market  can  regulate  the  quantity  according 
to  their  pleasure  and  their  estimate  of  the  demand.  It 
is  also  a  remarkable  fact,  and  inconsistent  with  what  ia 
found  to  be  true  in  almoat  every  kind  of  bosinesa,  that 
whilst  the  demand  for  coal  has  been  rapidly  increasing, 
the  price  for  several  years  lias  been  advancing.  This 
allows  that  there  ts  something  wrong)  for  an  increased 
demand,  which  ia  calcuUted  to  give  stabilily  and  activity 
to  busines!),  is  usually  and  naturally  attended  with  a  re- 
duction of  prices.  It  has  been  so  in  every  department 
of  the  manufacturing  business.  The  piice  of  coal  in 
Philadelphia,  from  1830  to  1838,  was  from  f7  to  $8 
a  tont  from  1838  to  1833,  it  was  $6  to  #6  50  per 
toni  during  the  years  1834  and  1835,  it  was  A-om  04  75 
to  95  35  pertoni  and  during  the  year  1836,  and  the 
present  year,  coal  has  sold  in  Philadelphia  at  from  $6  to 
$9  SO  per  ton.  Fur  two  years,  those  of  1834  and  1835, 
the  price  of  coal  wss  reduced^  but  even  then  the  re- 

S raters  managed  to  raise  the  price  enormously  high, 
uring  the  winter,  in  the  cities  north  of  Philadelphia. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  it  deserves  our  serious  consideration 
whether  there  is  not  something  wrong,  radically  wrong, 
in  our  whole  revenue  i^atem.  On  what  articles  and  on 
what  portion  of  our  population  is  the  burden  of  taxes 
thrown }  Look  into  your  statute  book,  and  tee  the  long 
list  of  free  articlea!  You  will  find  among  them  tea,  cof- 
fee, fruits,  silks,  linens,  worsted  stuff*  goods,  and  many 
others,  which,  if  not,  strictly  speaking,  luxuries,  are  ar- 
ticlea most  of  which  are  consumed  by  the  more  wealthy 
claasea,  Tbe  bill  now  before  us  reduces  the  duty  on 
wine  to  a  mere  nominal  rate,  tbe  highest  duly  being  but 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  gallon,  and  the  lowest  only 
three  fourths  of  a  cent.  Is  it  the  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  throw  the  whole  burden  of  taxation  on  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life?  If  it  is,  and  if  this  is  a  consequence  of 
the  protective  principle,  it  deserves  very  serious  consid- 
eration how  far  that  principle,  in  ilaspplication,  requires 
to  be  modified  and  restricted,  lie  could  not  approve  of 
that  policy  which  throws  the  whole  burden  or  uzation 
on  the  neceasariea  of  life.  It  ia  unsound  in  theory,  un- 
just and  oppressive  in  practice.  The  wisdom  and  Justice 
of  all  laws  roust  be  determined  by  their  practical  opera- 
tion. Is  there  not  great  injustice  in  the  operation  of  our 
revenue  laws?  Let  any  one  during  the  late  severe  win- 
ter have  viaited  one  of  our  large  cities,  say  New  Yorkt 
let  him  have  entered  the  mansions  of  some  of  tbe  wealthy 
citizens,  the  bankers  and  brokers  of  Wall  street,  who 
amaas  their  thoaaands  and  ten  thousands  in  a  day,  and 
lire  in  the  magnificent  style  of  princeai  let  him  hsre  wit- 
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nessed  their  splendid  rooms  their  superb  and  costly  fur- 
niture, perhaps  imported  from  London'  or  Parit — sofas, 
ottomans,  mirrors,  carpels,  all  of  the  most  expensive 
kind — and  if  he  dined  wiib  them  he  would  have  seen 
the  "purple  and  fine  linen"  in  which  their  families  are  ar- 
rayed, the  plate  and  rich  furniture  of  their  tablet^  and 
have  laated  of  their  sherry  and  champagne.  AfUf  wit- 
nessing all  this,  let  him  have  inquired  what  was  the 
amount  of  taxes  which  this  wealthy  citizen  paid  to  hia 
Government  for  alt  the  princely  exhibition  of  magnifi- 
cence he  had  seen,  designed  to  display  his  wealth  or 
gratify  his  pride.  He  would  find  that  the  taxes  on  all 
he  had  seen  were  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing. 

But  let  the  same  individual,  on  leaving  these  scenes  of 
luxury,  visit  the  celhirs  and  garrets  of  the  poor,  see  their 
half-cloibed  and  half-fed  families^  shivering  around  an 
old  etove,  warmed  by  a  handful  of  coals,  which  have 
been  purchased  at  a  price  one  hundred  percent,  hieh- 
er  than  that  paid  by  (he  wealthy  citizen,  and  on  which 
he  has  paid  a  tax  of  fifty  per  cent.,  and  whatever  else 
he  found  in  these  wretched  abodes  of  the  poor,  he  will 
learn  that  it  has  all  been  heavily  taxed,  because  it  belongs 
to  the  neeesssries  of  life.  Such  is  tbe  operation  of  our 
revenue  laws. 

Hr.  N.  said  he  was  aware  that  the  proposed  reduction 
of  the  duty  on  coal  was  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  1833,  commonly  called  the  compromise  act. 
It  might,  therefore,  be  proper  for  him  to  say  a  few  words 
on  that  subjecti  and  he  was  the  more  inclined  to  do  so, 
from  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Vlr.CALBai;ii,]  whodeclared,  that  if  gentlemen 
from  the  manufacturing  States  remsined  silent,  after  the 
explanation  he  had  given  of  his  own  course  in  relation  to 
that  act,  he  should  consider  them  as  bound  to  respect  it, 
and  to  adhere  to  and  cairy  out  its  provisions  in  good  faith. 
Several  gentlemen  hsd  expressed  their  opinions  of  the 
act  of  1833,  and  he  did  not  exactly  concur  with  any  of 
them;  hit  own  opinion  wat  of  no  importance,  except  to 
his  own  conttituentsi  yet,  as  representing  a  manafaetur- 
ing  State,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Uaitu* 
factures,  it  might  be  proper  for  him  to  express  his  sen- 
timents in  relation  to  that  law.  His  Slate  was  as  exten- 
sively interested  in  manufactures  as  any  in  the  Union, 
with  perhaps  two  exceptions,  and  he  was  not  sure  tliat  it 
was  behind  Hatsachusetts  or  Rhode  Island.  It  had  no 
Urge  manufacturing  towns,  no  Wares  or  Lowells,  for  tbe 
reason,  he  supposed,  that  it  had  no  Boston,  no  Urge 
commercial  town,  where  the  great  eapilsis  accumulated 
from  commerce  had  sought  employment  in  manuhctures. 
He  would  not  say  that  he  rejoiced  that  his  State  had 
neither  Lowells  nor  Bostons,  but  he  would  say  that  he 
preferred  the  manufacturing  interesta  as  they  existed  in 
his  own  State,  consisting  of  small  etlablisbnMntt,  with 
moderate  capitals,  carried  on  by  private  companies  and 
individual  enterprise,  spread  all  over  the  Slate,  in  almost 
every  town  and  village,  and  embracing  every  depart- 
ment  of  manufacturing  industry,  and  every  description 
of  mechanical  employment.  He  much  preferred  thia 
state  of  business  to  large  establishments  in  the  hands  of 
wealthy  corporations,  which  erected  and  owned  entire 
villages.  It  was  individual  irttereits  and  personal  rights 
which  he  regarded  ss  tbe  highest  duly  of  Government  to 
cherish  and  sustain. 

In  respect  lo  the  actjof  1833,  the  Senator  from  Kentuc- 
ky and  some  others  considered  it  as  a  compromise  of  the 
interests  of  the  tariff* and  anti-tariff  Statest  and  that  it  pos* 
sessed  the  binding  force  of  an  actual  compac,  the  nation- 
al faith  being  pledged  to  maintain  it.  Other  Senatora 
considered  that  law  aa  having  no  higher  character,  and  as 
entitled  to  no  more  respect,  thsn  any  ordinary  set  of 
legialalion. 

Hr.  K.  aatd  he  did  not  concur  in  cither  of  these  opin- 
ions.  Considering  tbe  cireunslances  under  which  that 
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act  wu  paiird,  the  pl«df;«i  upon  the  fice  of  it,  the  «c- 
quicicenee  of  the  nation  in  tt,  and  the  impreuion  wliich 
has  prevniled  very  exieneively,  tltliough  by  no  meana 
univerFRlIy,  that  it  had  adjusted  and  settled  the  tariff 
qiieaiion  for  ten  year%  lie  did  not  think  it  would  be  juat 
or  rtaaonable  to  renrd  that  act  u  entitled  to  no  more 
respfcl  than  an  otdinary  law  of  Cong^w.  If  the  law 
itielf  waa  entitled  to  no  more  regatd,  sofrrthing  at  least 
was  due  to  public  opinion^  which  had  aas'gned  to  it  a 
higher  character.  So  fur  aa  that  act  has  been  consider- 
ed aa  having  aettled  the  tariff  queatlbn  for  ten  years,  to 
the  aame  extent  individual  intereata  may  have  been  in- 
fluenced and  regulated  by  it,  aa  a  suppued  comprom'ae 
wbieb  waa  not  to  be  diiturbrd. 

Mr.  N.  nid  that  be  would  respect  and  maiotain  the 
object  and  the  general  principles  of  that  act.  but  he 
could  go  no  further.  He  could  not  regard  it  in  the  light 
of  a  compact,  which  was  binding  on  Coi'greu  or  the 
country,  accordinir  to  in  preciae  terma,  and  in  the  same 
senEc  that  a  contract  ii  binding.  Are  gentlemen  aware 
of  the  consequences  of  BBsumin|;  the  position  that  the 
act  of  1833  is  to  hare  the  binding  force  of  a  contraetf 
The  provisions  of  the  act  are  not  limited  in  their  operation 
to  the  year  1842;  but  some  of  them  are  to  take  effect 
after  that  time  only,  and  are  unlimited.  If  they  cannot 
be  disturbed  or  interfered  with,  then  a  law  of  Congreia 
will  have  all  the  operation  and  effect  of  an  amendment 
of  the  eonstilution,  circumscribing  within  narrow  limits 
the  powera  uf  this  Government,  on  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant aubjecta  of  legislation;  one  which,  perhaps  more 
than  an^  other,  will  require  the  frequent  action  of  the 
legislative  authority. 

By  the  proviaions  of  that  act,  after  1842,  no  higher 
rate  of  duties  than  20  per  cenL  can  be  imposed  on  im- 
ports, under  any  circumstances;  it  also  providea  that  all 
credits  are  to  be  abolished,  and  al)  duties  to  be  paid  in 
cash,  and  the  valuation  is  tu  be  according  to  the  price  at 
the  port  of  entry.  The  act  alao  upecifies  a  list  of  articles 
Which  are  to  be  imported  free  of  duly,  afler  1842i  and 
wliich,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  law,  can  never  be 
aubjeet  to  a  duty.  1'hete  areimportsnt principles,  which 
take  away  a  large  share  of  the  power  of  Congress  o%-er 
the  subject  of  raising  a  revenue  by  duties  on  imports. 
Some  of  these  .principles  msy  be  found  inconsistent  with 
the  interests  of  the  country  or  those  of  his  own  conslitu- 
entst  and  if  so,  he  should  not  consider  himself  bound  by 
then.  And  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  his  ideaa  of 
Jtlstice  to  take  the  advantsgea  of  the  act,  so  far  as  it  op- 
erates to  keep  on  the  high  rales  of  duties,  and  deny  its 
force  afterwards.  He  could  not  regard  the  act  as  a  com- 
pact above  the  reach  of  legislation  fur  ten  jears,  and 
then  deny  its  binding  force  afterwards.  But  he  would 
respect  the  general  object  of  the  law,  and  the  leading 
principlea  of  it,  intended  to  secure  that  object.  What 
waa  the  ^reat  object  of  that  act,  and  the  general  principle 
of  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff  controversy?  It  was,  thatthe 
liigh  ratea  of  duUea  were  to  be  gradually  reduced  down 
to  a  certain  point.  This  was  the  substance  of  the  ad« 
^ustrnenl,  and  (he  rest  is  matter  of  detail,  and  of  minor 
importance.  To  reduce  the  high  duties  at  once,  or  very 
rapidly,  would  be  a  violatitm  of  the  general  principle  of 
that  act]  but  to  increase  the  scale  of  reduction,  or  to  re- 
duce or  repeal  the  duty  on  particular  article^  which  may 
not  need  protection,  and  where  the  duties  operate  un- 
Juaily  or  oppreaiively,  would  only  interfere  with  its  de< 
tails.  This  he  believed  to  be  the  case  of  the  duty  on 
coal  and  other  necessaries.  M  s  own  opinion  was,  that 
the  better  course  would  have  been  to  have  increased  the 
reduction  of  all  the  high  duties,  upon  some  general  and 
uniform  principle.  Under  the*act  of  1833,  only  one 
tenth  of  tneeseesa  above  twenty  per  cent,  is  to  be  taken 
off  biennially)  which  wu  a  very  alow  reduction,  amount- 
Ingiobardlywe  million  ofdollars  on  the  wboh  rcrenue 


every  second  year,  or  half  ajnillion  annually.  A  much 
more  rapid  reduction  than  this  might  be  made  without 
injury  to  any  interest.  He  could  not  believe  that  there 
wasany  manufacturing  Interest,  or  any  other  interest,  that 
required  the  protection  of  a  duly  of  fifty  or  sixty  per 
cent,  at  this  time,  which  could  be  lualained  by  •  duty  of 
twenty  per  cent,  after  tlie  year  1843.  The  duty  was 
either  higher  than  was  required  now,  or  it  would  be 
found  insufficient  then.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  reduction 
now,  it  being  an  object  to  avoid  a  surplus  revenuet  and 
should  it  be  found  in  1843  that  twenty  per  cenL  duly 
waa  not  sufficient  to  sustain  the  woollen,  or  any  other  im- 
portant  manufacturing  intereal,  he  abould  not  feel  himself 
restrained  by  the  act  of  1833  from  advocating  a  higher 
rate  of  duly.  He  regarded  H  as  one  of  the  highest  ob. 
ligatloni  of  the  Oovernment  to  sustain  and  protect  all 
the  important  interests  of  the  country,  so  far  as  it  could 
be  done  by  s  wise  and  discreet  adjustment  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  a  proper  diacrimination,  calculated  to  bvor  the 
interests  and  industry  of  our  own  country. 

Mr.  N.  said  that,  should  the  amendment  be  adopted, 
he  felt  confident  it  would  not  affect  injurioualy  the  ecal 
trade  of  Pennaylvaniat  its  only  tendency  would  be  to  re- 
duce the  price  of  coal  to  aomething  nearer  ita  fair  mini> 
mum  value  at  tide  water,  and  in  acme  degree  to  cheek 
and  counteract  the  evil  practices  of  the  monopolisers  and 
regraters  in  our  cities. 

Hp.  BUCHANAN  said  he  would  not  impoae  upon 
himaelF  the  task  of  following  the  Senator  from  Coonee- 
ticut  [Mr.  NiLxa]  throughout  his  argument.  If  he  were 
to  pursue  Ihia  coune,  we  should  not  close  our  contest 
even  at  the  rising  of  the  rtara,  whkb  waa  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  the  termination  of  the  ancient  trials  by  bat< 
tie.  He  ahould  therefore  content  himself  with  aome 
general  observstions  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  B.  congratulated  the  Senator  from  Connecticut 
upon  his  rspid  advance  towarda  the  true  doctrine  upon 
this  question.  Some  weeks  ago  that  Senator,  aa  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  had  reported  a 
bill  to  repeal  altogether  the  duties  upon  the  importation 
of  foreign  coal.  After  reflection,  he  now  merely  pro- 
posed to  hasten,  by  a  few  years,  the  operation  of  the 
compromise  act  in  relation  to  thia  article,  by  redacii^ 
the  duly  to  one  dollar  per  ton  after  September  next, 
and  to  sixty  cents  per  ton  after  September,  1838. 
Judging  from  thia  rapid  change  in  hia  opinion,  Mr.  B. 
had  good  reason  to  hope  that  if  the  Scnatw  could  have 
a  few  weeks  longer  for  further  reflection,  he  would 
acknowledge  himaelf  to  be  wrong,  and  permit  the  re- 
duction of  this  duty  to  keep  pace  with  the  reduction  of 
duties  upon  other  protected  articles.  It  waa  now,  under 
his  proposed  amendment,  only  a  question  of  two  or 
three  years,  sooner  or  laterj  but  it  was  one  involving 
tlie  Important  principle  whether  this  great  stnple  of 
Pennsylvania  waa  entitled  to  the  same  protection  with 
other  articles  of  domeitie  production. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  undertake  to  demoBstrate  that 
coal  was  an  article  as  clearly  embraced,  both  by  the 
letter  and  the  apirit  of  the  compromise  set  of  1833,  aa 
the  woollen  manufactures  of  Connecticut,  or  any  other 
domeatic  fabric.  Here  he  would  take  occasion  to  make 
some  general  suggestions  in  relation  to  this  act.  He 
had  stated,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  when  this  bill  had 
pasKd  he  was  in  a  foreign  land.  When  he  received  the 
information  of  its  passsf;e,  and  that  it  had  caused  all  the 
angry  elements  of  political  atrife  to  subside,  and  pro* 
duced  peace  and  tranquilliiy  at  home,  be  hailed  the 
news  with  more  heartfelt  joy  than  any  other  political 
event  which  he  bad  ever  heard.  He  did  not  then  watt 
to  examine  ita  proviaions.  He  was  surrounded  by  per- 
sona who  were  prediciing  that  our  Union  waa  on  the 
point  of  dissolution.  The  tone  of  our  public  pspcra^  ■> 
well  as  the  debatei  in  C<M)gren  at  that  period,  bad  led 
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IhoH  to  believe,  who  did  Qot  underatftod  die  recupera- 
tive energ^et  of  our  constitution,  tbit  we  were  on  (he 
very  eve  of  separKtion.  The  piisa^e  of  the  comprofnise 
bill  dissipated  this  illusion  throughout  Europe.  Upon 
•ubsequent  reflection,  he  could  not  say  whether,  baU 
mncing  the  difficuliies  which  surrounded  the  question, 
he  would  or  he  would  not  have  voted  for  this  measure, 
had  he  then  been  a  member  of  tlie  Senate. 

But  tbu  bill  bad  received  the  lanetion  of  all  the  cnni' 
peteat  authoritiei  of  the  country.  It  was  now  the  lav 
of  the  land.  It  was  the  price  which  we  had  paid  for 
domestic  peace  and  tranquillity.  It  waa  the  act  which 
restored  harmony  to  the  Union.  Under  these  eircum- 
atanccs,  he  could  not  consider  it  as  a  mere  ordinary  act 
of  legtslalion.  It  i>  true  we  might  repeal  il)  yet  he 
thought  there  was  a  moral  obligation  imposed  upon  us 
to  give  it  a  fair  trial.  From  the  recent  debates  and  pro- 
ceedingt  in  the  Legi^ture  of  Pennsylvanis,  and  fn>m 
his  own  knowledge  of  the  tentintents  of  the  people  of 
that  Sijite,  be  believed  that,  in  expressing  this  opinion, 
he  was  speaking  the  voice  of  a  large  majority  upon  that 
subject,  notwithstanding  many  might  suppose  that  this 
act  would  not  yield  sufficient  protectioa  to  nme 
branches  of  our  manufactures. 

What  was  tbe  nature  of  this  compromisef  He  would 
■tate  it  briefly.  It  provided  for  a  gradual  reduction  of 
the  then  existing  duties  on  protected  articles,  until  tiiey 
^ould  sink  to  twenty  per  cent.,  on  the  SO:b  June,  1842{ 
and  after  (hat  period  this  amount  of  protection  would  be 
secured  to  the  agricultural,  manufacturing,  and  mining 
productions  of  Ihe  country.  The  credits  fur  duties, 
which  were  now  extended  to  importers,  would  then  be 
abolished,  and  they  mitst  be  paid  in  ready  money.  This 
w«uld  be  an  important  advantage  to  our  domestic  in. 
dustiyt  as  it  was  notorious  that,  at  the  present  time,  im- 
porters of  foreign  merchandise  converted  the  credits 
which  they  received  from  the  Government  into  so  much 
active  capital,  lo  be  employed  in  making  further  impor. 
tation*.  Besides,  tbe  compromise  law  provides  that, 
after  June,  1842,  the  duties  shall  be  assessed  on  the  val- 
ue of  the  goods  at  the  port  of  entry  io  this  country,  and 
not,  as  at  present,  on  their  value  at  tbe  foreign  port  from 
whence  Ibey  are  exported.  It  also  enacts  that  a  number 
of  iirtielei  eMential  to  our  manufactures,  and  which  can- 
not come  into  competition  with  any  of  them,  shall  then 
be  admitted  free  of  duly. 

Mr,  B.  would  feel  more  conSdence  that  thia  duty  of 
twenty  per  cent.,  with  the  other  advantages  a^cured  to 
our  domestic  industry  by  this  act,  would  be  sufficient  to 
aualain  our  manufacturea  after  the  year  1843,  if  it  were 
not  for  one  fwonteraeting  caoie.  He  referred  to  the 
rapidly  increasing  amount  of  our  paper  currency.  Should 
it  become  mnch  more  depreciated  than  it  was  at  present, 
our  roanufutures  would  be  in  great  danger.  It  was  im- 
possible that  tbe  manufactures  of  any  country,  where  the 
currency  was  greatly  depreciated,  could  sustain  a  com- 
petition with  those  of  another  country  poasesstng  any 
thing  like  equal  advantages,  where  the  currency  was 
in  e  found  and  healthy  condition*  without  an  amount 
of  protection  wfaieh  the  American  people  would 
never  sanction.  It  was  fortunate  for  us  (bat,  at  the 
present  moment,  the  currency  of  England  was  nut  in 
a  better  condition  thsn  our  own.  For  his  own  part, 
he  should  give  no  vote  at  the  present  time  which  might 
tend  to  disturb  this  compromise.  In  this  respect  he 
would  follow  what  he  believed  to  be  public  opinion  in 
the  Slate  which  he  had  in  part  the  honor  to  rcpreaenL 

Was  coat  a  protected  article  which  had  been  embraced 
by  the  compromise  act?  The  whole  argument  contained 
in  tbe  Senator's  report  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
fR4s(ures  rests  upon  the  prinuple  that  it  was  nut.  He 
allegea  that  the  duty  collected  upon  its  importation  had 
almyi  been  merely  for  the  purpoee  of  rercntWi  ind  be 


assumes  the  fact  that  although  the  tari^  of  May,  1834^ 
had  raised  this  duty  from  5  to  6  cents  per  heaped  bush- 
el, there  was  no  intention,  by  this  increase,  to  afford 
protection  to  the  domestic  article.  For  this  reason,  be 
contends  that  it  is  not  within  the  spirit  and  meaning  of 
the  compromise  act;  that  it  is  not  one  of  tbe  great  inter- 
ests intended  to  be  protected  by  it;  and  ihit  the  ques- 
tion is  lefl  as  entirely  open  as  if  we  were  now,  for  the 
first  time,  about  to  determine  whether .  we  should  Im. 
pose  a  duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign  coal.  Thii 
was  Ihe  scope  of  the  argument  contained  in  the  report. 

Mr.  D.  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  Senator  had 
entirely  mistaken  the  fact  upon  which  his  whole  argu- 
ment was  founded.  He  believed  he  personalty  knev  as 
much  concerning  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  tariff  of 
1824  as  Bi:y  man  living,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  him- 
self [Mr.  Clat]  not  excepted.  "AH  which  he  saw, 
and  part  of  which  he  was."   The  gentleman  who  re- 

Korted  and  carried  that  measure  through  the  House,  the 
Lte  Judge  Tod,  was  his  colleague  from  Fennsylvani;,, 
with  whom,  during  the  whole  progress  of  the  bill,  be 
bad  been  in  constant  and  daily  habits  of  Intimacy.  That 
gentleman  would  have  been  faithless  to  his  high  trust  1^ 
in  the  general  protection  afforded  to  all  the  great  inter* 
eats  or  the  country  by  that  bill,  he  bad  neglected  an  in- 
terest which  was  then  attracting  great  attention  io  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  enlisting  public  feeling  atrong- 
ly  in  its  favor.  His  memory  waa  not  justly  liable  to  any 
such  imputation.    Mr.  B.  knew  the  fact. 

It  was  true  that  in  1823,  the  year  previous  to  the  pas- 
sage of  thii  law,  only  six  thousand  tons  of  coal  had  been 
carried  to  market  in  Philadelphia!  but  the  coal  region 
had  been  explored,  and  it  had  been  ascertained  that  a 
large  portion  of  our  mountainous  territory  was  filled 
with  this  precious  mineral.  Without  protection,  there 
could  not  have  been  sufBcient  capital  invested  to  extract 
it  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  transport  it  to  mv- 
ket.  A  duty  of  six  cents  per  bushel  was  therefore  in- 
serted in  the  onginal  druught  of  the  bill;  and,  according 
to  his  best  recollection,  no  voice  had  been  raised  agunst 
this  provision.  What,  then,  had  become  of  the  corner- 
stone of  tbe  Senator's  argument? 

The  Senator  says  this  was  a  mere  revenue  duty.  How 
had  he  attempted  to  prove  his  position?  Only  by  con. 
tending  that  such  ought  to  have  been  the  case.  On  the 
same  principle,  and  by  arguments  equally  conclusive,  he 
might  withdraw  the  protection  now  afforded  by  our  laws 
from  any  other  article  of  domestic  production.  In  the 
whole  range  of  these  articles,  there  was  scarcely  one 
better  entitled  to  the  fostering  care  of  the  Garemment* 
upon  the  acknowledged  principles  of  the  tariff  policy* 
than  the  article  of  coal. 

In  selecting  objects  supereminently  entitled  to  pro- 
tection, two  questions  had  always  been  askedi  Were  they 
neceasaries  of  life?  And  if  an,  was  there  a  fair  pros- 
pect that,  by  affording  protection  to  them  for  a  limited 
period,  Ihef  would  afterwards  be  able  to  protect  them- 
selves without  burdening  the  community?  Let  us  test 
the  srticte  of  coal  by  these  principles.  It  would  be  vain 
to  waste  arguments  for  the  purpone  of  proving  that  coal 
is  one  of  the  necessaries  of  lifi*.  Our  forests  are  rapidly 
disappearing  with  the  progress  of  improvement.  Tbis 
is  the  only  article  of  fuel  with  which  the  Eastern  cities 
and  the  Eastern  portion  of  our  Union  can  now  be  sup- 
plied. Without  it,  our  people  would  be  exposed  to  the 
greatest  lufreriog,  and  many  of  our  manufactories  must 
cease  to  exist.  Was  it  then  wise,  was  it  politic,  to  be 
dependent  upon  a  foreign  nation  for  such  an  article?  If 
we  were,  a  war  with  England  <*  ould  at  once  cut  off  our 
supply.  Fuel  is  of  such  indispensable  necessity  to  hu- 
man existence,  in  our  climate,  that  we  must  be  greatly 
dependent  upon  any  country  from  whence  it  is  derived. 
Bat  ^in.  Although  the  boonty  of  ProvideDce  had 
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furniahed  us  with  coal  in  the  grekteit  profurion,  yet  ft 
certain  fixed  protection  wm  required  to  bring  the  na- 
tive article  into  common  uae.  Those  who  Trained  the 
tariff*  of  1834  beliered  tbftt,  with  such  m  protection  for  a 
few  yeara,  the  supply  eouM  be  rendered  abundant*  and 
that  the  people  would  enjoy  thia  article  at  a  moderate 
price.  Tlie  rapid  prt^reas  of  the  coal  trade  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  abundantly  justified  their  prudent  furrsight. 

We  then  well  knew  that  coal  was  to  be  found  every 
where  in  abundance,  throughout  long  and  wide  ranges 
of  our  mountains.  But  how  were  we  to  approach  them? 
How  were  we  to  transport  it  to  the  commercial  frontier 
of  the  country,  where  the  chief  demand  for  it  existed? 
Only  by  penetiating  these  mountains  by  canals  and  rail- 
roads. The  enterprise  and  the  capital  of  the  State  and 
of  our  people,  under  (he  protection  which  Congreaa  had 
afforded,  have  already,  to  a  great  extent,  accomplished 
this  purpose.  The  six  thousand  tons  of  1833  had  in 
1836  increased  to  nearly  seven  hundred  tbouund  ton*. 
Was  there  any  example  on  record  of  an  intereit  which 
bad  grown  so  rapidly  ?  He  should  not  undertake  to  es* 
timate  the  amount  of  cipital  which  had  been  invested  in 
this  busineas.  in  the  memorial  which  he  had  presented 
to  the  Senate  some  days  since,  it  was  alated  (o  be  not 
less  than  forty  millionf  of  dullars.  He  believed  that  thia 
statement  did  not  exceed  the  truth,  and  the  amount  was 
still  rapidly  increasing.  At  the  present  moment,  some 
of  our  enterpriaing  cilizena  were  engaged  in  ctmatruct* 
Ing  a  difficult  and  an  expensiTe  canal  from  Columbia, 
on  the  Susquehanna,  to  the  tide  waters  of  the  Cheaa* 
peake,  which  would  open  a  vast  coal  region,  and  furnish 
an  immense  additional  supply  of  (hia  necessary  article. 
This  canal  alone  would  cost  not  leaa  than  two  millions  of 
dollars. 

And  yet  this  is  the  inlereat  the  protection  of  which 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut  Ihinka  he  may  consider  as 
.ffqucalion  entirely  open.  According  to  hire,  all  the  vast 
amount  of  capital  expended  upon  it,  under  the  faith  of 
your  hws,  entitles  it  to  no  fovorable  eonnderation  from 
Congress.  Mr.  B.  said  that  with  the  very  aame  or  per- 
haps greater  propriety,  he  miRht  propose  to  violate  the 
compromise,  and  reduce  the  duty  on  woollen  or  cotton 
goods,  nol withstanding  the  amount  which  had  been  ex- 
pended in  the  erection  of  woollen  and  cotton  manufiuto- 
riei.  He  should  be  aony  to  make  any  euch  proposition. 
Tb«  persons  Interested  in  the  coal  trade  bad  only  ashed 
to  remain  on  the  aame  footing  with  the  other  great  Inter- 
est* of  the  cimntry.  They  know  that  before  the  year 
1843  they  will  be  able  to  protect  themselves.  Nsy, 
more:  tbey  bare  expressed  their  entire  willingness  to 
ibare  the  nme  fate  with  other  interesta,  in  case  Congress 
■hould  deem  it  necessary  to  reduce  the  duties  on  pro- 
tected articles  generally  to  (he  standard  of  twenty  per 
«0nt.  more  rapidly  titan  the  compromise  act  requtrei. 
Pair  pUy  ia  all  they  demandj  and  ftir  play,  so  fiir  aa  he 
was  concerned,  they  should  have. 

The  Senator  says  that  the  coal  trade  of  Pennsylvania 
is  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  a  few  corporations;  and, 
therefore,  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  keep  the  price 
within  reaaunable  limit,  that  there  should  be  foreign 
competition.  But  the  gentleman  had  been  as  much  mia- 
taken  in  tbis  as  in  other  particulsrs.  Ur.  B.  could 
not  conceive  how  such  an  idea  had  suf^gested  itself  to  the 
Senator,  unless  it  might  have  been  from  the  statement 
in  tbe  memorial  lo  which  he  had  referred,  that  this  coal 
was  brought  to  tbe  Philadelphia  market  on  three  canals 
which  belonged  to  incorporated  companiest  and  hence, 
Without  other  information,  he  should  infer  that  all  the 
eoal  lands  were  owned  by  these  companies.  It  is  true 
this  would  not  be  a  very  logical  deductioni  but  he  could 
conceive  of  no  other  reason  for  tlie  Senator's  stalement 
that  tbe  eoal  trade  waa  a  monopoly. 

What  WM  the  true  statement  of  the  case.^  I'be  coal 


region  in  Pennsylvania,  if  not  boundlesB,  was  sufficient- 
ly extensive  to  be  far  beyond  the  reach  of  monopoly. 
It  liad  been  the  aubject  of  immense  speculation.  It  was 
now  held  by  a  very  great  number  or  proprletorf,  all  of 
whom  had  it  in  their  power  to  send  this  article  to  mar- 
ket. The  supply  was  so  bountiful  aa  to  place  monopo- 
ly at  defiance.  The  domestic  competition,  from  the  very 
nature  of  things,  must  reduce  the  price  to  the  lowest 
point  at  which  the  article  could  be  extracted  from  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  and  transported  to  market,  making  a 
reasonable  allowance  fbr  intereit  on  the  capital  employ- 
ed. Tbe  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  had  fixed  the  tolls 
upon  the  canals  and  railroads  which  penetrate  the  coal 
region  at  reasonable  ratesi  and  the  Senator  himself 
might,  if  be  thought  proper,  purchase  coal  land  to  al- 
most any  extent  he  pleased,  and  embark  in  thia  business, 
which  he  seems  to  consider  so  profitable.  The  value  of 
the  coal  in  the  mines  most  accessible  has  not  been  esti- 
mated at  more  than  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  per 
ton. 

The  canal  between  Columbia  and  the  Chesapeake,  to 
which  Ur.  B.  had  referred,  would  be  completed  in  less 
than  two  years.  Thia  would  open  a  more  extensive  re- 
gion of  coal  lands  upon  the  Susquehanna  than  alt  which 
bad  yet  been  brought  into  uae  in  other  parti  of  the  Slate, 
and  would  greatly  increase  the  domestic  competition,  and 
the  consequent  supply  in  the  Esatern  msrkets. 

What,  then,  had  raised  the  present  tliimor  on  Uie  sub- 
ject of  coal>  He  would  state  the  eanse.  The  spring  of 
1836  was  uncommonly  backward.  The  canala  contin* 
ued  to  be  frrzen  for  several  weeks  later  than  usnali 
whilst  the  winter  of  that  year  comonenced  two  week* 
earlier.  From  fuur  to  six  weeks'  business  was  thus  lost, 
averaging  at  the  rate  of  20,000  tons  per  week.  Hence, 
although  the  quantity  brought  (o  market  during  tbe  last 
year  was  about  140,000  Ions  more  than  that  of  Ihe  pre- 
ceding year,  yet  it  was  lesa  by  at  least  100,000  tons  than 
what  It  would  have  been  had  net  these  adverse  orceni* 
stances  occurred.  This  has  been  tbe  cause  of  the  searci* 
ty,  and  the  consequent  high  price  of  the  article.  This 
price  had  been  rendered  still  more  extravagant  by  the 
opportunity  for  speculation  which  this  state  of  things 
presented,  and  which  hud  been  eagerly  embraced.  But 
«outd  it  not  be  a  miserable  policy  fur  statesmen  to  pur- 
sue, if  they  should,  on  account  of  Ibia  accidental  defi* 
cieney  in  a  particular  year,  rashly  pasa  a  general  law  lo 
provide  for  a  case  which  had  never  occurred  before, 
and  he  should  venture  to  predict  would  not  occur  agaia^ 
During  all  tbe  previous  years,  unce  this  article  bad  been 
brought  into  common  use,  with  a  single  exception,  large 
supplies  had  remained  unsold  at  the  cloae  of  the  season. 
In  tbe  years  1834  and  1835,  the  price  of  coal  in  Philadel- 
phia ranged  between  $4  75  and  $6  per  tui,  according 
to  the  quaUty;  and  if  it  had  now  risen  grratly  beyond 
that  price,  the  causes  have  been  peculiar  and  trannent. 
It  waa  confidently  expected,  from  the  preparations  al- 
ready made,  that  more  than  900,000  tons  would  be 
brought  to  market  during  the  present  yeafi  and  if  the 
demand  should  justify  it,  this  would  be  increased  to 
1,300,000  tons  in  the  year  1838. 

It  would  seem  that  this  blow  bad  been  simed  esclu- 
aively  at  Pennsylviinia;  and  thus  it  would  be  understood 
by  tier  dtizens,  notwithstanding  any  diiclaimrr  which 
might  be  made  to  the  contrary.  Lei  such  an  attempt 
proceed  from  what  quarter  it  might,  be  should  be  un- 
worthy of  a  seal  there  tf  he  did  not  resist  it  with  all  hia 
power.  We  had  Irequeiitly  been  flattered  by  bein^  (old 
of  Ihe  patriotism  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  her  devotion  to 
the  Union;  but  when  queations  arose  affecting  her  es- 
sential intereals,  we  had  too  often  disetwered  thai  these 
compliments  were  words,  were  idle  words.  An  attempt 
was  now  made  to  exclude  her  most  important  interest 
from  the  bentfiis  of  (be  compromise  act,  wbiln  all  othtr 
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domeitie  interetit  iihouki  remtin  protrctedi  ind  we 
woald  now  diMovtr,  from  the  vote  on  this  unendment, 
who  were  her  real  and  who  were  her  professing  friends. 
And  here  he  would  tender  his  thanks  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  whose  bill  now  before  the  Senate  did  not 
embrace  a  reduction  or  repeat  ofthe  duties  on  this  article. 

Mr.  B.  deplored  the  condition  of  the  poor  in  our  large 
cities,  at  this  inclement  season  of  the  year.  He  sympa- 
thized with  them  in  their  sufferings,  and  would  gladly 
afford  them  relief,  if  it  were  in  his  power.  But  would 
the  amendment  accomplish  tbta  object?  Before  it  could 
possibly  become  a  law,  and  any  supply  of  foreign  coal 
be  receired,  even  from  Nova  Scotia,  our  canals  would 
be  Bgun  open,  domestic  coal  would  pour  in  upon  them, 
and  the  price  would  be  reduced,  never  again,  he  trusted, 
to  rise  beyond  its  fair  value.  If  he  believed  the  present 
high  price  would  continue,  he  might  himself  be  strongly 
inclined  to  vote  for  a  reduction  of  the  duty. 

Whilst  from  his  heart  he  regretted  the  sufferings  of 
the  poor  in  our  commercial  cities,  it  was  his  duty  not  to 
forget  the  interests  of  the  same  class  who  are  engaged 
in  the  interior  in  conducting  Ihe  coal  trade.  The  coal 
in  the  mine  was  not  worth  more  than  from  twepty<five 
to  firiy  cents  per  ton.  All  the  additional  value  of  tbe  ar- 
ticle arose  from  the  wages  of  labor,  from  the  price  of 
freight  and  commissions,  and  frmn  the  tolh  upon  our  ca* 
nalsand  railroads.  The  number  of  laborersemployed  in 
this  business  was  very  great,  and  increaring  every  year. 
Their  rights  ought  to  be  protected,  as  well  as  tbote  of 
other  citmens.  To  throw  them  out  of  employment  for 
the  benefit  of  foreign  labor  would  be  both  cruel  and  un* 
jnat. 

There  was  another  view  of  this  subject,  well  worthj^  of 
our  eonaideration.  The  coasting  trade  in  coal,  of  which 
our  coontrymen  enjoyed  the  monopoly,  promised  in  a- 
few  years  to  become  almost  as  great  a  nursery  of  seamen 
Tor  our  navy  and  commercial  marine  as  Ihe  same  trade 
now  was  in  Great  Britstn.  Already,  during  the  last 
year,  there  had  sailed  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
five  thousand  vessels  laden  with  this  article,  whose 
freight  amounted  to  more  than  a  million  of  dollars.  This 
trade  would  soon  be  able  to  protect  itself,  unless  you  ar. 
rest  its  progress  by  rash  and  imprudent  legisUtion.  All 
we  ask  is,  that  you  shsll  let  us  alone.  In  that  event,  you 
win  protect  your  marine,  and  raise  up  sailora  who  will 
carry  your  6ag  in  triumph  over  the  world. 

Mr.  NILBS  aaid  that  be  had  but  a  word  to  say  in  re- 
ply to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  having 
already  detained  the  Senate  longer  than  he  intended. 
Be  did  not  perceive  that  the  Senator  had  dented  his 
fact*  or  answered  hia  arguments.  He  was  mistaken  in 
the  assertion  that  tbe  whole  argument  in  tbe  report  of 
tbe  Committee  on  Manufactures  reated  on  the  assumption 
that  the  duty  on  cosl  had  not  b^en  imposed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  domestic  coal  tradet  that  point  was  only  in- 
cidentally touched  upon  in  the  report,  and  formed  no 
essential  part  of  its  argument.  Tbe  basis  of  the  argument 
in  the  report  was,  that  the  coal  interest  had  no  need  of 
protection;  that  it  was  sufficiently  protected  by  the  nature 
of  the  business,  and  that  it  wis  unjust  to  impose  a  high 
rate  of  duty  on  une  of  the  first  necessaries  of  lifi>,  for  the 
purpose  of  protection. 

Another  important  argument  in  tbe  report  was,  that 
the  coal  trade  was  a  monopoly  in  fact,  and  that  it  was 
unjust  and  dangerous  to  tike  away  foreign  competition 
from  a  buiiness  which  was  in  tbe  hands  of  a  few  large 
companies  and  protected  from  all  competition  at  home. 
The  Senator  had  denied  that  the  coal  bunness  is  a  mo- 
nopoly, yet  he  had  stated  no  facts  tQprove  tbe  assertion, 
unless  it  was  the  general  one,  that  the  coal  region  extend- 
ed over  a  Urge  district  of  country,  and  that  it  was  im- 
possible it  could  be  monopolized  by  a  few  companies. 
But  he  (Mr.  M.)  did  not  say  that  the  wbdc  coal  region 


wu  monopoliied  by  a  few  eompanies,  but  only  that  tbe 
coal  basinets  was  in  tbe  hands  of  a  ftw  wealthy  corpo. 
rations,  who  managed  to  control  the  supply  and  the  price. 
Tbe  Senator  had  stated  that  these  companies  had  ex- 
pended thirty  or  forty  millions  of  dollars  in  canaband 
railroads;  which  proved  that,  however  extensive  the  coal 
district  might  be,  the  business  could  not  be  carried  on 
without  an  outlay  which  could  only  be  encountered  by 
wealthy  companies.  Instead  of  proving  that  this  buu- 
ness  was  not  monnpoliaed  and  controlled  by  a  few  cor- 
porations, the  facts  stated  by  the  honorable  Senator 
tended  to  show  that  it  wait  they  were  in  confirmation  of 
what  he  (Hr.  N.)  bad  msinlained. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  observed  that  it  bad  been  very  truly 
stated  that  coal  was,  in  this  country,  a  necessary  of  life; 
and  an  argument  had  thence^been  drawn  which  was  ca. 
pable  of  producing  a  very  erroneous  impression  in  the 
community,  to  wit,  that  the  interest  of  the  poor  requi* 
red  the  interposition  of  Congrest  to  remove  the  duty  now 
levied  on  its  importation.  Mr.  W.  taM  that,  oontidering 
what  had  been  the  former  course  of  Congress  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  was  as  clear  a  proposition  as  could  be  stated,  that 
the  interest  of  the  pof>r  required  (lie  continuance  of  tbe 
lax.  If  he  were  not  convinced  of  this,  he  certainly  should 
not  be  in  favw  of  retaining  it.  Whether  we  looked  lo 
the  debates  of  the  eonventlon,  or  to  the  earliett  acts  of 
the  Federal  Ooremment,  we  should  perceive  that  it  was 
admitted  to  be  pn^er  and  ncceam^  to  levy  a  duty  on 
imported  coal.  One  of  the  Tery  first  trticlei  enumera- 
ted in  the  first  revenue  law  was  foreign  coal.  The  pro- 
tection of  the  domestic  article  was  warmly  advocated,  at 
that  time,  by  tbe  Virginia  delegation,  as  an  obvious  du- 
ty of  tbe  new  Governroenti  for,  aHhougb  all  duties  had 
had  revenue  as  ihrir  main  objee^  yet,  ever  since  182^ 
many  of  them  had  been  continued  for  other  purposes, 
and,  among  the  rest,  this  duty  on  coal.  Hr.  W.  had  vo.' 
ted  against  retaining  it;  but,  from  that  time  to  this,  the 
duty  iud  retained  its  place  in  the  law,  on  a  presumed 
pledge  of  protection  to  such  of  our  own  citizens  as  were 
engaged  in  furnishing  coal  from  the  mines  of  our  own 
country.  A  large  amount  of  capital  had  been  invested 
in  machinery  ana  wagrs,  and  also  in  the  construetkm  of 
eanala  and  railroadt,  leading  from  the  mines  towardi 
places  of  deposlte  or  shipment.  An  examination  would 
show  that  the  sum  thus  invested  was  not  less  than  forty 
millions  of  dollars.  What,  then,  was  the  proper  course 
to  be  pursued,  with  a  view  to  bring  down  the  price  of 
coal*  American  coal  was  not  tbe  only  fuel  of  this  kind 
in  market.  It  stood  alongside  of  the  imported  article, 
and  there  was  a  fair  competition  between  them.  Was 
there  any  thing  so  effectual  In  reducing  the  price  as  a 
fair  and  free  competitionF  Here  the  skill  and  industry 
of  our  own  and  of  fweign  nations  competed  for  the  mar- 
kctt  and  if  any  thing  wM  Bkely  to  reduce  tbe  price  of 
this  necessary  of  life,  and  thus  to  benefit  the  poor,  it  was 
this.  That  taking  ofl'  the  duty  would  reduce  tbe  price 
wsa  perfect  nonsense.  The  effect  would  be  just  the 
reverse. 

Mr.  W.  observed  that  it  was  this  continual  bringing 
forward  of  propositions  to  alter  the  most  settled  features 
of  our  policy  which  was,  in  practice,  so  injurious  to 
American  Industry  and  enterprise.  In  illustration  of  this 
remark,  Mr.  W.  observed  that  it  was  not  long  since  a 
very  curious  debate  had  taken  place  in  London,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  creditors  of  the  late  Duke  of  York. 
Among  other  items  of  bis  property  was  a  great  coal 
mine  in  Nova  Seolia.  Certain  trutleei  of  tbe  estfte  had 
been  directed  to  work  it.  The  question  with  tbe  credi- 
tors was,  whether  the  working  of  this  mine  ahmild  still 
be  prosecuted,  or  what  should  be  done  with  it.  On  in- 
quiring of  tbe  trustees,  those  gentlemen  stated  that  tbe 
mine  was  now  not  very  productive,  but  that  the  policy 
of  the  American  Government,  in  ref^tions  to  duties,  ' 
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vtcillatinic  knd  uncertiint  lh»t  vrry  soon  the  protecting 
dulf  on  foreign  co«l  would  prc^blj  be  ttken  off,  and 
then  thfy  would  Iwve  ibe  entire  American  nurket. 
The  propowtion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Conneeti- 
eat  wia  calculated  tohaiten  thiaatate  of  (hing^  and  to  jus- 
tify the  calculation  of  these  British  truateei.  So  it  aeemed 
that  the  notion  of  the  creditors  of  the  Duke  of  York  was 
to  aid  the  poor  of  the  United  Slates!  The  cfTect  would 
be  found  directly  the  reverse.  The  repeal  of  the  duty 
would  be  immediately  followed  by  ao  increase  of  the 
price  of  ibc  article. 

The  qicceh  of  the  honorable  Senator  leemed  to  pro- 
ceed on  the  asiumption  that  PcnnaylTania  alone  wai  to 
be  affected  by  the  measure  proposedi  but  such  was  by  no 
means  the  fact.  It  was  very  ttue  that  Pennsylvania  was 
lar({ety  interested.  She  possessed  extensive  coal  mines, 
and  Isr^  amounts  of  capital  had  been  invested  by  her 
ciltzena  in  this  branch  ofenterprise.  But  the  mountains 
or  Klaryland  were  as  rich  in  bituminoua  coal  as  thoie 
of  Pennsylvania  were  in  the  anthracite.  Why  bad 
the  Goremment  aubicribed  so  largely  to  aid  in  the  con> 
alructkm  of  the  Cheaapeake  and  Ohio  canal  f  Wu  it  not 
expresaiy  with  a  view  to  reaching  the  extensive  coal 
beda  near  Cumberlandf  That  canal,  when  completed, 
would  be  pMsested  of  great  facilities,  and,  in  some  re< 
spects,  would  have  the  advantage  over  the  canals  of 
Pennsylvania,  becauae  it  would  not  be  frozen  ao  early  in 
the  aesaon.  Congresa  bad  done  Ihia  partly  with  a  view 
to  aecuring  tbeir  own  supply.  It  waa  skhI,  indeed,  that 
the  freight  on  coal  was  very  Isrget  but  every  body  knew 
that,  while  our  exporta  were  cumbrous,  coal  waa  brought 
back  partly  as  ballast.  Veasels  Irhteh  took  out  cargoes 
of  cotton  brought  ciStI,  as  they  brought  salt,  on  their  re- 
turn voyage,  and  at  very  low  rates,  so  there  waa  no  great 
protection  to  our  own  miners  in  that  respect. 

Hr.  W.  said  be  objected  to  this  breaking  in  upon  a 
course  of  long^atabliriied  uid  settled  pc»li<7.  Tbia  item 
of  coal  preaented  one  of  the  dearest  easea  in  the  whole 
list  of  protected  artielea.  It  atiN>d  on  as  firm  ground  as 
woollent  tbemaelves,  because  the  business  of  supplying 
it  to  the  home  market  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
great  investment  of  capital.  That  Investment  hsd  been 
actually  made.  The  enterprise  was  in  a  ciAirae  of  suc> 
oessful  operation,  and  the  ultimate  tffect  mu»t  be  the 
auppl^  of  thia  important  article  of  fuel  at  the  cheapest 

ftracticable  rate.  The  feara  of  monopoly  were  ground* 
efsi  the  oanaU  were  open  to  all— 40  waa  the  mountain 
property!  and  it  wis  abundant  in  l^enn^lvanit,  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  in  the  Statea  on  both  sides  of  the  great  moun- 
tain ran^.  And,  if  any  rel'-anee  waa  to  be  placed  on 
information  received,  the  article  could  be  furnished  in 
abundance,  with  a  reasonable  pn<fit,  and  at  a  cheap  rate. 
Under  these  eireumslances,  would  it  be  wise  in  Guvern- 
ment  to  interfere?  No  complwnt  had  been  heard  till 
within  one  season  past*  and  because  there  was,  at  this 
time,  a  temporary  pressure,  waa  it  worth  while  to  raise 
the  cry  of  the  poor  against  the  rich,  and  thus  to  destroy 
a  branch  of  industry  which  was  itself,  and  in  its  conse- 
quences, an  invalittble  boon  to  the  poorf  Was  Ibis  a 
long-sighted  policy'  He  thought  nutt  and  it  was  evident 
the  Comm'ttee  on  Finance  h>d  thought  nut,  for  they  hud 
not  inserted  tbia  item  in  the  bill.  Mr.  W.  said  this  pro- 
tecting duty  OD  coal  stood  upon  a  jnst  foundationt  it  was 
aubjeci  to  the  gradual  operation  of  the  act  of  1833(  and 
ought  not  to  be  meddled  with.  'I'his  waa  no  case  in 
which  the  abuses  of  "regraters,"  furestallera,"  Bic, 
called  for  the  interposition  of  Ibe  law.  The  trade  waa 
free  and  open  to  allf  coal  lands  were  cheap,  and  in  mar- 
ket every  where,  but  it  required  the  outlay  of  some  cap- 
ital to  turn  them  to  account.  If  ihia  perpetual  cry 
against  every  thing  which  required  capital,  and  this  cru- 
sade against  all  who  poMesscd  it,  was  to  be  indulged, 
bow  could  the  iDteraa)  improrement  of  the  country  ever 


go  on?  The  nation,  while  surrounded  by  all  manner  of 
natural  advantages^  must  ait  down  content  to  be  poor. 
Was  it  not  manif^t,  where  fiew  were  very  rich,  that  anjr 
thing  which  carried  on  the  work  of  supply  must  be  ac- 
complished by  combination  and  the  collection  of  capital? 
If  the  Government  werereaolved  not  to  leave  the  enter- 
prises of  our  citizens  to  the  effect  of  bir  competition, 
but  would  perpetually  interpose,  under  the  fal«e  notion 
of  protecting  the  poor,  great  results  could  never  be  pro- 
duced. The  Pennsylvania  canals  have  been  decried  as 
a  monopoly.  They  were  not  a  monopoly.  Some  of 
them  belonged  to  the  State,  and,  with  a  wise  and  liberal 
policy,  she  had  thrown  them  a^n  to  all.  Since  the 
Government  had,  by  its  own  acts,  invited  ihia  invest- 
ment, would  they  not  consent  to  let  well  enough  alone* 
He  waa  not  willing  to  turn  accidents,  or  mere  transient 
and  temporary  difficulties,  into  the  grounds  of  continur^is 
uiagf ,  He  wished  to  see  other  avenues  opened  to  the 
mountains  as  well  as  thfjse  of  Pennsylvania.  He  held 
that  the  true  interest  of  the  community  in  relation  to  tbia 
supply  of  coal,  and  in  oonMderation  of  the  preaent  atate 
of  things,  was  to  let  those  who  had  embarked  in  the 
business  go  un,  till  competition  between  them  should, 
by  its  natural  operation,  bring  down  the  price  to  ita  min- 
imum. To  that  point  it  was  fast  baateningi  and  « hen 
that  bad  been  reached,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  con- 
sider whether  any  other  and  further  Irgialation  upon  the 
■ubject  was  neeeasary.  Ur.  W.  wu  oppoKd  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  NILES  remarked  that  be  was  surprised  Is  bear  it 
asserted  that  the  poor  had  no  Interest  In  this  question i  he 
thought  they  had  a  deep  interest.  [Here  Hr.  Wxbstu 
made  some  explanation.]  The  gentleman  says  not  much 
interest;  that  does  not  esaentially  vary  the  assertion.  He 
thought  they  had  an  important  interest — more  than  that 
of  any  other  class.  He  (Mr.  N.)  had  supposed  that  it  waa 
their  true  interest  to  have  the  price  of  fuel  lew(  but  H 
would  aeem  that  the  honorable  Senator  thought  that 
their  interests  would  be  promoted  by  keeping  up  the 
price.  Are  high  prices  of  ibe  necessaries  of  life  to  bene> 
fit  the  poor^  Mr.  N.  could  not  understand  thia,  nor 
the  reaaoning  by  which  such  a  proposition  was  sustained . 
It  seemed  that  the  poor  have  not  been  able  to  take  thia 
enlightened  view  of  (heir  own  intcresisi  and  he  wished 
to  remind  the  honorable  Senator  that  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures  had  been  called  to  this  sub- 
ject by  a  memorial  signed  by  one  or  two  thousand  of  the 
Senator's  oa  n  constituents,  compriung,  he  presumed,  a 
large  portion  of  the  laboring  class  and  poor  of  Boston, 
wl)o  pro'iably  do  not  understand  their  own  interest  as 
well  as  their  representative  here,  or  they  would  not  have 
petitioned  for  a  repeal  of  the  duty  on  coal.  They  doubt- 
less supposed  that  their  interest  lay  on  the  side  of  re> 
duction4  but  it  seems  they  were  mistaken,  and  that  their 
true  interest  conabts  in  keepinguplbeduly.  TheSen* 
ator  haa  informed  us  that  the  coal  duty  waa  proposed  by 
a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  was  at  first  6vecei.ts|.er 
bushel,  lie  is  entirely  mistaken  in  one  of  his  facta,  as 
he  would  have  learned  had  he  read  tbe  report,  or  at- 
tended to  wh»t  he  (Ur.  N.)  had  atatedj  and  whether  be 
was  equally  accurdle  in  his  other  faC,  Mr.  N.  could  not 
■ay.  The  coal  duty,  instead  of  having  been  at  firat  five 
cents,  waa  but  two  cents  the  buthelt  the  next  year  it  was 
raised  to  three;  sfterwsrds  to  four  and  ahalfceota;  then 
to  five,  and  finally  to  six  cents.  It  might  be  true  that 
the  duly  on  coal  had  been  first  prupoaed  by  a  gentleman 
Irom  Virginia!  but,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  have 
come,  it  was  perfectly  clear  it  was  ■  duty  fur  revenue 
only,  down  to  the  year  1834.  It  might  be  true,  but  it 
appeared*  strange  atatemtnt  lo  liim,  thata  duty  for  pro- 
tection had  originated  from  Virginia)  he  bad  alweya  sap- 
posed  that  State  bad  been  decidedly  opposed  to  tbe  laiifT 
principlfi  tt  all  times  ind  in  alt  iM^rin^  _ 
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Ur.  N.  nid  that  he  repudUted  the  doctrine  ihit  Uxfs 
on  the  neeemriei  of  l\k  ever  were,  or  ever  could  be, 
beneficial  to  the  laboring  clauea  or  to  the  poor.  On 
the  contraryt  he  believed  them  to  be  unreasonable;  and, 
when  high,  to  be  unjust  and  opprestlve.  This  wai  the  caae 
of  the  preaent  high  duty  on  Tuel,  which,  in  its  operafion 
upon  the  poor  in  our  eitiei,  wai  oppreaaive,  eruelf  and 
inhunun.  Taxei  on  neeeasariea  muat  raiae  tbe  price  of 
hbor,  the  laborer  ii  worthy  of  hia  hire,  and  must  at 
leaat  have  a  living;  if  he  ia  atarved.  he  cannot  work. 
The  true  policy  of  wiee  legislation  ia  to  lighten  the 
hardens  of  labor,  instead  of  takini;  from  it  Die  "  bread  it 
has  earned."  In  all  Irgislation  affecting  the  great  inter, 
cata  of  the  country,  whether  in  Congreaa  or  ihe  Stale 
L^tUahirea,  there  hat  been  a  tendency  to  favor  capital 
ntber  than  labor;  to  benefit  tbe  few  rather  than  the 
many.  It  ia  not  difficult  to  discnver  tbe  eausea  of  this. 
It  to  the  few  controlling  capital  who  exercise  an  in- 
fluence over  both  the  national  and  State  Legislatures. 
They  have  Itisure,  money,  and  intelligence,  which,  com* 
bined,  enable  thera  to  exert  an  influence  that  thry  are  not 
entitled  to  from  their  numbers.  Capital  is,  in  itself,  an 
active  element  of  political  power,  which  ia  constantly  ex- 
erting a  potent  influence  over  the  legislation  of  the  coun- 
try, and  ia  ever  vigilanf  to  obtain  advantages.  But  labor, 
■lUioogh  the  real  aouree  of  wealth,  and  that  which  alone 
givea  to  capital  its  value,  never  seeks  aid  from  legi«la(lon. 
Who  ever  knew  ihe  laboring  portion  of  the  community, 
to  come  before  Congress  or  the  State  Legislatures, 
Baking  for  laws  to  be  passed  to  benefit  themf  They  are 
content  with  protection,  and  ask  only  for  just  and  equal 
Ibwi.  In  any  queation  between  capital  and  population, 
(Mr.  N.  said,)  he  should  go  for  population.  Not  that 
be  would  injure  capital,  or  impair  any  of  the  rights  which 
naturally  and  properly  belonged  to  ti;  but  he  would  en-, 
deavor  to  counteract  its  constant  efforts  to  endow  itself 
with  factitious  advantagen,  through  the  aid  of  partial  and 
unjust  legislation. 

Mr.  N.  said  that  these  were  his  general  views  on  this 
•ubjeeti  yet  he  presumed  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  MaMachusetta  knew  the  intereata  of  hit  consthuents 
much  better  than  he  did,  and  he  waa  therefore  bound  to 
believe  that  the  poor  and  laboring  claasea  of  Boston 
were  interested  in  keeping  up  the  high  rate  bf  duty  on 
coal,  notwithstanding  a  large  portion  of  tbcm  had  peti- 
tioned for  its  reduction. 

Mr.  PRESTON  heartily  commended  the  zeal  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut.  His  own  frclinga 
bad  been  greally  touched,  on  taking  his  teat  at  thia  aea* 
•ion,  by  the  strong  representations  presented  here  of  the 
condition  of  the  poor  in  our  great  citiea,  many  of  whom, 
it  was  aaid,  were  actually  perishing  with  cold.  So  strong 
was  his  sympathy  with  these  unhappy  sufferers,  that, 
were  his  hands  untied,  he  would  move  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  making  forei|rn  coal  wholly  free  from 
duty.  He  had  been'  much  amused  in  observing  the 
course  of  four  different  chairmen  of  committees  In  regard 
to  the  tariff*.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affair*, 
snd  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
were  all  dissonant  from  each  other  on  that  subject.  Tet 
the  puliticsl  horoscope  had  been  gladdened  all  over  by 
the  annunciation  Ibat  ibe  tariff  parly  was  down,  and  that 
m  different  party,  advocating  a  different  policy,  had  now 
come  into  power. 

The  great  queation  with  thoae  of  the  South  was, 
what  is  the  folure  to  be'  And  in  pondering  that  ques- 
tion, was  the  present  debate  very  well  calculated  to 
•how  (hat  this  Government  In  future  was  to  be  anti-tariff'^ 
Or  did  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  very  clearly  show  that 
«ach  man  would  seek  his  own  f  The  indosiry  of  Connee- 
Ctcut  was  diffuaed  through  all  tbe  branches  of  mmufac- 


ture.  Pennsylvania  had  a  deep  interest  in  coal.  Vir- 
ginia, too,  had  some  special  interest  in  the  coal  trade, 
yet  w*s  anti'tariff.  Pennsylvania,  though  she  had  long 
been,  and  ever  would  be,  thoroughly  tariff*,  sustained  the 
powers  that  were.  The  Senator  from  Virginia  had  ria- 
en,  and  warmly  vindicated  the  course  and  character  of 
the  future  Preaidentf  and  the  Senator  from  Connecticut 
waa  a  lealoai  friend  of  the  admlniatnition.  yet  the  ktter 
now  avowed  himaelf  to  be  thoroughly  tariff  tt  the  rerv 
moment  he  was  proclaiming  that  the  party  in  Uie  aaceDO* 
ant  was  anti-tariffin  its  policy.  What  Mr.  P.  had  heard 
tO'day  went  atill  further  to  increaae  hia  distrust  of  the  fu> 
ture  as  to  this  matter  of  the  tariff.  AH  tbe  gentlemen 
were  in  favor  of  reducing  the  revenue,  and  tbey  all 
i^reed  that  half  a  dosen  protected  arlielM  ought  to  b« 
airicken  outt  bat  then  the  honorable  Senator  from  Con* 
necticut  was  altogether  unwilling  that  this  reduetkm 
should  be  made  on  the  manufacturea  of  Connectioatt  He 
went  for  reducing  tbe  protection  on  the  products  of 
Pennsylvania.  So  the  Senator  from  New  York  proposed 
a  reduction  on  articles  made  in  Massachusetts.  The 
Senstor  from  Virginia  was  willing  it  shDuld  be  made  any 
where,  until  you  came  to  the  tobacco  of  Virginia.  Thus 
it  appeared  that  the  South  must  atill  pay  bbcfc  mail  to 
some  one  or  other  ofthem  for  proteetion  against  tbe  rest. 
They  still  shifled  the  burden  upon  each  outer,  and  pua- 
ed  the  threat  around—if  you  attack  our  interests,  we 
will  attack  yourf  t  if  you  go  againat  the  coal  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, we  will  tear  down  the  woollena  of  Masaachuseitai 
but  if  you  touch  the  woollens,  we  will  turn  upon  tbe  to- 
bacco. Thus  it  aeemed  to  be  b  loring  game  all  aroundi 
in  the  mean  while,  the  South  stood  smiling  by,  hoping  it 
might  prove  a  Kilkenny  fight.  At  length,  theae  conlMt 
ants  take  wit  in  their  anger,  and  compromise  the  matter. 
Tbey  discover  that  it  is  very  wrong  to  touch  coal|  it 
must  not  be  done.  And  it  ia  equally  wrong  to  attack 
woollens;  so  that  muat  not  be  done.  And  tbtt^  by  de- 
grees, they  all  become  Mendi^  lud  leave  the  South  to 
pay  the  piper. 

Mr.  P.  regretted  that  the  position  in  which  h«  atood 
would  not  permit  htm  to  vote  for  ibe  present  amend- 
ment. The  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  rep- 
resented a  great  manufacturing  interest.  His  was  a  great 
Stale,  which,  when  united  with  Virginia,  was  good  for  B 
Preaident.  She  had  in  turn  put  one  out  and  kept  another 
in.  Now,  Pennsylvania  was irreclaimably  tariff,  and  Vir- 
ginia as  decidedly  anti-tariff.  Accordingly,  they  had 
agreed  to  put  in  a  Preaident  who  ahould  stand,  like  B 
great  Golosaus.'wilh  one  foot  on  tariff  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  other  bn  anti-tariff  Virginia,  while  the  little  State* 
might  crawl  about  betwixt  his  huge  legs,  and  seek  them 
out  dishonorable  eraves.  Mr.  P.  well  knew  that  theae 
Slates  wuuld  not  change  their  policy.  Tbe  sdminisl  ration 
could  not  advance  one  inch  towards  a  reform  of  the 
tariffi  without  touching  the  vital  interests  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. But  if  Pennsylvania  would  aUnd  out  of  the  way, 
then  indeed  the  new  President  was  pledged  for  a  final 
reformation  in  tbe  system.  The  moment  Mr.  P.  ^ould 
hsve  a  aatisfactory  assurance  that  it  was  the  general  un- 
derstanding that  South  Carolina  was  not  bound  by  tbe 
compromise,  he  was  then  prepared  to  exert  his  strength 
to  the  very  uttermost  in  battering  down  the  protective 
policy,  piece,  by  piece,  till  tbe  whole  ayatem  vu  laid 
prostrate. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  now  rose,  and,  not  without  soma 
warmth  of  manner,  observed  that  he  should  not  have  en- 
tered further  into  the  preaent  debate,  if  the  member  from 
Cunnecticut  had  not  (as  unfortunately  he  too  often  did) 
both  misuiideriitood  snd  misrepresented  it.  The  mem- 
ber had  represented  him  as  saying  the  reverse  of  what 
he  did  say.  That  gentleman  had  quoted  him  as  aaserting 
thst  the  poor  had  no  intj>'reat  in  the  reduction  of  tbe 
price  of  coal,  whereas  be  had  said  exactly  the  reverse. 
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The  honorable  member  Memed  to  be  in  the  hibit  of 
frtming  remarlcs  for  others,  ind  then  commentmf;  upon 
them.  Mr.  W.  bkd  exprenly  decinred  tbit  if  he 
thought  the  Intereit  of  the  poor  would  be  promoted  by 
redui^i^  thb  t«x,  be  would  rate  for  its  reductioDi  Rnd 
that  he  was  opposed  to  it  only  becatue  he  believed  that 
the  true  intereat  of  (bat  clasa  and  of  every  other  class  in 
the  community  required  that  the  Government  should 
keep  its  bands  off  from  the  subject  entirely.  Mr.  W. 
had  again  and  again  declared  that  he  did  not  mean  lo  ad. 
Tocite  the  cauie'ef  the  rich  in  oppoaing  thia  reduction, 
beeaute  be  believed  that  keepmg  on  the  tax  would 
eventually  bring  down  the  price  of  the  article  to 
lh«  poor.  The  member  did  not  meet  this  argument. 
He  did  not  contradict  it,  but  stalked  around  it  while  be 
talked  about  monopolies,  and  the  influence  of  rich  men 
on  the  legislation  of  Congress.  Mr.  W.  did  not  doubt 
that  the  object  st  which  the  Senator  meant  to  aim  was  to 
make  coil  cbeapi  and  did  be  noi  underatand  that  this  too 
was  ibe  aim  of  Mr.  W.  ?  And  how.  then,  could  he  impute 
to  him  the  design  to  protect  (be  capitalist,  in  derogation 
of  the  Ikborer)  lo  advance  wealth  and  diiregard  num< 
bersf  He  hoped  ihey  should  all  in  future  endeavor  to 
state  each  other's  argumenta  with  at  least  some  degree 
of  fairness.  Coal  was  a  necessary  of  life  (o  all|  to  the 
poor  aa  well  aa  to  the  rich.  The  i^jeet  (o  be  attained 
wai  to  get  it  as  cheap  as  poiiible.  The  existing  state  of 
Uiinga  had  grown  up  under  laws  passed  fifteen  years 
ago;  and  the  question  was,  whether,  under  that  state  of 
things,  the  proposition  of  the  member  from  Connecticut 
wnuTd,  in  its  practical  result,  lower  the  market  price  of 
this  species  of  fuel.  The  member  thought  it  would. 
Mr.  W.  tbuught  otherwise,  and  had  given  reasons  for 
this  opinion,  which  he  hoped  were  not  allogether  con- 
temptible, and  such  aa  did  not  rightfully  expose  him  to 
Uie  chane  of  advocating  the  interesta  of  wealth  against 
labor.  His  ailment  had  been  briefly  (hu;  Here  was  a 
large  capital  actually  invested  in  roads,  canals,  and  ma- 
chinery, the  effect  of  which  would,  in  a  short  time,  make 
coal  abundant,  and  thereby  make  it  cheap;  while,  in  the 
meanwhile,  the  foreign  supply  was  not  wholly  excluded, 
and  enough  would  be  imported  by  competition  to  keep 
down  the  price.  The  honorable  member  thought  that 
Congreas,  by  taking  off  (his  (ax,  would  give  the  exelu- 
rive  power  of  keeping  up  the  price  to  American  pro- 
ducers. Mr.  W.  differed  in  opinion.  He  thought  that, 
by  taking  off  this  tsx,  they  would  give  that  power  to 
British  producers,  and  mske  our  citizens  the  victims  of 
their  extortions.  Did  not  rich  men  as  well  aa  poor 
make  use  of  coal  as  fuel?  Was  it  not  their  interest  (o 
bare  fuel  cheap  as  welt  as  the  interest  of  every  body 
cisef  Ah,  but  the  member  was  for  the  protection  of 
labor.  Very  true.  And  Mr.  W.  iRnated  that  the  pro- 
tective policy  of  the  United  States  was  aimed  point  blank 
at  the  proteetion  of  labor.  Did  not  the  pour  of  our  cities 
warm  themselves  over  coal  fires?  What  glowing  pic- 
ture*, or  rather  what  shivering  pictures  of  suffering  had 
been  presented  to  the  Senate  in  the  eloquent  descrip- 
tions (if  he  thought  them  eloquent)  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina.  But  was  not  the  laboring 
clata  in  our  citicfl  the  very  firat  who  received  the  pro- 
tection of  Ibis  Oovernmentr  The  first  demand  of  a  con- 
stitution wss  for  their  protection.  It  had  been  the  op- 
eralivei  spread  along  the  Atlantic  coast  whose  voices 
brought  the  conslKution  into  being.  It  was  not  the 
voices  of  Hancock,  of  Adams,  but  of  Paul  Re\ier  and 
his  artisans,  which  most  efficiently  advocated  the  move 
mcnt  for  independence.  It  was  the  pouring  in  of  a  flood 
of  fortign  manufacturea  that  gave  the  firat  impulse  to- 
ward the  Kloption  of  a  eonstitulion  for  our  own  protec- 
tion i  and  had  not  the  labor  of  our  whole  ouuniry  been 
protected  under  it  to  thia  day?  Had  not  the  laboring 
elassM  of  the  United  States  their  life,  and  breath,  and 


being,  under  that  instrument?  Take  off  the  protieiira 
which  it  extended  to  the  hatters,  and  the  shoenakfri, 
and  the  whole  clasa  of  roechanica  who  worked  in  kstber, 
and  see  what  would  be  the  result.  GotolhegeaU^ 
man's  own  State,  and  take  off  the  duty  on  tin  ware,  ud 
he  might  possibly  hear  the  tinkling  of  that  argwrnt. 
Three  cents  on  every  coffee  pot!  What  would  tbe 
member  say  to  that? 

But  it  became  enlightened  legislators  to  take  a  differ- 
ent view  of  thia  subject.  The  true  way  to  protect  tbt 
poor  was  to  protect  tbeir  labor.  Give  than  woA  to 
protect  thdr  eamingsi  that  wu  the  way  to  benefit  (be 
poor.  Our  artisans,  he  repeated  it,  were  the  first  to  be 
protected  by  the  constitution.  The  protection  extendfd 
under  our  laws  to  capital  was  as  nothing  to  that  ■hich 
was  given  to  laborj  and  so  it  should  be.  Since,  in  Ihe 
year  1824,  I  stood  upon  this  ground,  1  have  retained 
Ihe  same  position,  and  there  I  mean  to  stand.  The  Irte 
labor  of  the  United  Statea  deaervea  to  be  prolectedj  and, 
so  far  as  any  efforts  of  mine  can  go,  it  shall  be.  Tbe 
gentkman  from  Connecticut  tefis  ua  that  coal  b  a 
bounty  of  Providence  I  that  our  mountains  are  full  or  it; 
that  we  hare  only  to' take  hold  of  what  God  has  gives 
us.  Well,  sir,  I  am  fur  protecting  the  manwhodoa 
take  hold  ofiti  who  bores  the  rock;  who  penetrateitbe 
mountaini  who  excavates  tbe  mine,  and,  by  hit  anida- 
ous  labor,  puts  ua  into  the  praetioal  possesnon  of  thii 
bounty  of  Providence.  It  is  not  wealth  while  it  list  hi 
the  mountaini  it  is  human  labor  which  brings  it  out  iiu] 
makes  it  wealth.  I  am  for  protecting  that  poor  laborer 
whose  brawny  arms  thus  enrich  the  State.  I  am  Ar 
providing  him  with  cheap  fuel,  that  be  may  warn  hiia- 
self  and  his  wife  and  children. 

1  observe  that  the  very  next  item  in  the  bill  ii  me 
connected  with  tbe  woollen  factories  in  Connecticut. 
Will  the  honorable  member  go  against  all  protectinK 
principles?  Will  he  ulk  lo  us  on  that  item  as  he  hu 
done  on  this?  Does  not  tbe  poor  man  wear  a  cloth  cost' 
Does  he  not  want  a  great  coat  in  cold  weather?  And  i* 
not  that  cloth  uxed,  and  taxed  fur  the  benefit  or  Con- 
necticut, and  for  the  capitalists  of  Connecticut?  Ii  dotb 
no  necessary  of  life?  Will  the  member  draw  ui  iifine 
a  picture  of  the  poor  man  shivering  for  want  of  a  peat 
coat  of  Connecticut  cloth,  as  for  want  of  a  fire  of  Pean> 
aylvania  coal?  Sir,  the  man  who  catches  hold  of  a  little 
idea  here  and  a  little  idea  there,  and  hulds  these  out  to 
us  to  show  that  a  great  line  of  national  policy  is  unjoit. 
takes  a  view,  in  my  apprehension,  too  little  eomprehrs- 
sive.  We  must  not  tsx  the  fuel  with  which  the  poor 
man  warms  himself,  because  it  is  a  necessary  of  lire;  and 
pray  what  will  the  honorable  member  do  with  breadMs 
not  that  a  necessary  of  lif«?  and  will  any  man  here  nie 
in  his  place,  and  move  to  take  off  the  duty  on  vheai 
Are  not  thousands  of  bushels  imported  from  Kurope. 
Does  not  the  poor  man  psy  the  tax  on  it?  And  again  I 
ask,  will  tbe  honorable  member  bring  in  a  bill  to  tiK 
off  the  duty  on  wheat?  There  is  a  duty  on  brown  m- 
gar.  Will  he  move  to  repeal  that'  If  he  will  comprebenil 
all  the  items  included  under  the  same  principle  of  econ- 
omy, it  will  allow  at  least  some  conaislency.  But  to  K- 
tect  this  article  of  coal,  and  have  ua  make  it  free  becauie 
it  it  a  necessary  of  life,  while  he  advocates  a  Ux  on  otber 
things  equally  necessary,  is  to  act  with  no  consisteDcy  >t 
all.  '  I  know  very  well  that  many  of  tbe  cittxens  of  Bat* 
ton  have  applied  to  have  this  tax  diminished!  and  if  1 
thought  it  could  with  propriety  be  done,  1  would  cbeer- 
fully  do  it.  Some  petitions,  too,  have  been  presented 
from  one  of  our  fiahing  townst  but  they  ought  to  'f*??" 
ber  that  all  bounties  on  the  fiOieries,  as  well  as  this  ml 
on  coal,  rest  upon  one  great  baais  of  mutual  concewm 
fvr  tbe  protection  of  labor,  and  for  (be  benefit  eipecisu/ 
of  tbe  operative  classes  of  society.  And  i'I>o*T''"2T 
that  this  is  a  system  which  goes  for  capital  ig«u>n 
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pfHir,  mUreprescnt)  its  kdvocales,  >nd  perverts  tire  whole 
matter,  from  a  to  2- 

There  »re  rriKny  other  views  which  belonff  to  the  sub- 
ject, btit  I  will  not  now  prosecute  the  sri^nient.  My  ob> 
ject  is  to  make  cosi  chpsp — pprntsnefllly  cheip;  cheap 
~to  the  poor  man  u  well  the  rich  man;  and  to  ih&t  end 
we  shall  arrive,  it'  the  laws  are  suffered  to  take  their 
course.  But  to  meddle  with  them,  in  the  existing  state 
of  tliinffs,  IB  the  very  worst'tbing  thst  can  be  done  either 
for  poor  or  rich.  • 

Hr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  bad  not  intended  to  add 
another  word;  indeed,  after  whid  liad  fallen  from  the 
Senator  from  Massacbiisetta,  it  would  be  labor  lost.  But 
he  did  not  choose  that  his  remarks  should  be  misappre- 
hendedi  that  they  would  be  misrepresented  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  PnasTos,')  he  did  not  for 
a  moment  imagine.  He  had  made  no  professions  of  beinf^^ 
cither  a  "  high"  or  a  "  low"  tariff*  mani  nor  had  he  said 
that  he  was  "irreelaimably  tariff.'* 

[Mr.  PBisToa  explained.  He  had  not  stated  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  said  bO(  that 
was  merely  the  statement  of  Hr,  P's  own  apprebenHon 
of  the  Tact.] 

The  Senator  had  further  siid  that  Hr.  B.  was  '*  per- 
mitted" to  get  up  here  and  state  the  principles  he  held 
in  relation  to  the  tarifr.  Permitted!  Permitted  by 
whom? 

[Mr.  PftBBTon  Bf^nin  rose  to  explain.  He  had,  as  he 
supposed,  fully  explained  in  what  senae  he  meant  to  be 
understood.  There  were  certain  questions  on  which 
those  who  belonged  to  the  aame  political  party  were 
permitted,  by  a  general  underiland'rng  and  concert  of 
that  party,  to  hold  different  and  even  opposite  senti- 
ments,  without  thereby  forfeiting  their  connexion  wiih 
the  parly,  or  good  standing  in  it.  He  meant  nothing 
more  than  this.  He  understood  the  tarifi*  to  present  one 
of  these  open  questions.  The  phrase  was  common  in 
parliamentary  usage,  and  well  understood.  He  bad  used 
it  in  no  personal  or  ofTeniive  sense-] 

Mr.  BocaiaipH  resumed,    lie  had  not  understood  the 
honorable  Senator  to  mean  to  apply  it  in  a  sense  per- 
sonally ofTensire.    Yet  it  was  very  grating  to  the  ear  to 
hear  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  rise  in  his  place 
and  declare  that  Senators  from  yirginis.  New  York,  and 
Pennsylirania,  were  permitted  to  advocate  contrary  doc- 
trines on  the  subject  of  the  protective  policy  of  the 
country.    Mr.  B.  was  *'  permitted"  by  no  man  to  utter 
bis  sentiments  on  that  floor.  He  asked  the  "  permission" 
of  no  party  or  individual  to  advocate  the  interests  of  his 
Sute  on  the  tluor  of  the  Senate.    He  knew  of  no  such 
parly  trammels.   The  party  to  which  be  belonged  were 
not  so  drilled.    He  pursued  his  own  course,  accordin§> 
to  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment.    The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  occupied  a  singular  position.    He  rose 
up  and  attacked  the  duty  on  imported  coal,  and  persua- 
ded all  others  to  vote  against  itt  and  yet  held  it  his  duly, 
while  looking  one  way,  to  row  another.    Of  what  did 
the  honorable  Senator  complain  in  this  matter'  Was 
there  any  attempt  to  disturb  the  compromiae^  Was  this 
item  of  coal  in  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance?   So  far  as  that  bill  went,  was  it  not  a  boon  to 
the  South'   If  Northern  Senators  chose  to  reduce  the 
tazei^  what  cause  of  offence  wu  this  to  gentlemen  from 
the  South?   When  the  attempt  shnuld  be  made  to  vio- 
late the  compromise,  then  it  would  be  lime  enough  for 
them  to  enmptain.    What  he  had  said  was  this:  That, 
from  the  debates  in  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  they 
seemed  disposed,  in  good  faith,  to  try  the  effect  of  a 
compliance  with  the  compromise  of  1833.    They  would 
not,  at  all  events^  be  the  first  to  interfere  with  it.  Many 
of  Uiem  did  believe  that  a  duty  of  twenty  per  Mnt.,  when 
taken  in  connexion  with  cMb  piyinenta  and  the  i^atem 
of  valuation  tX  oar  own  ports,  would,  in  practice,  proTC 
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a  sufficient  protection  to  the  manufscluring  interest. 
However,  he  should  nut  now  launch  info  a  tariff  discus* 
sion.  This  was  not  the  proper  time  or  the  fit  occasion 
for  doing  so.  When  the  time  did  arrive,  he  would,  with 
all  the  frankness  for  which  he  hoped  he  had  some  credit 
with  the  Sennio,  state  what  were  his  views  on  that  sub* 
ject.  He  had  intended  to  have  added  some  other  re- 
marks but  it  was  grnwing  late,  and  he  would  forbear. 
Mr.  PKESTON  followed,  in  fuller  explanation  of  what 
•  he  had  before  szid  as  to  the  tariff  being  an  open  ques* 
tion,  and  in  regard  to  the  obligation  imposed  by  the  com* 
promise  act. 

klr.  NILES  repelled  the  charge  made  against  him 

by  the  Senator  from  Masiachusetts  [Mr.  Webstbs,]  of 
hafing  misrepresented  him.  He  said  that  the  lioii- 
orsble  Senator  had  taken  the  liberty  to  charge  him 
with  having  misstated  his  remarks;  and  he  had  made 
ihe  charge  in  such  a  manner  ss  to  show  that  he  con- 
sidered he  had  been  intentionally  misrepresent* d. 
The  gentleman  had  said  that  he  (Mr.  N.)  was  in  the 
habit  of  misrepresenting  the  remarks  of  others.  He 
would  not  s'op  tn  inquire  whether  a  charge  like  this  was 
parliamentary  or  decorous,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  re- 
pel it  as  unjust  and  untrue.  He  wished  that  Senator  to 
understand,  once  for  all,  that  he  (Mr.  N.)  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  misstating  or  misrepresenting  his  remarks,  or  those 
of  any  other  member  of  Ihe  bodyt  neither  had  he  been 
complained  of  in  this  respect  by  any  one  but  the  Senator 
himself.  He  was  as  liable  to  misuaderatand  what  was 
said  by  others  as  any  onej  but  he  was  incapable  of  inten- 
tionally misstating  their  remarks.  It  seemed  that  he 
misunderstood  the  Senator  on  this  occasion,  although  he 
had  listened  very  attentively  to  his  remarks,  and  could 
not  be  justly  charged  even  with  inattention.  He  under- 
stood the  Senator  to  say  that  the  poor  had  no  Interest 
in  this  queationi  and  when  he  rose  to  explain,  he  under* 
stood  him  to  say  that  they  had  not  much  interesli  but  it 
appears  he  was  mistaken  in  both  instances.  He  did  not 
perceive,  however,  that  the  mistake  was  of  much  conse* 
quence;  for  whether  the  Senator  considered  that  the 
poor  and  laboring  classes  had  much  interest  or  no  inter- 
eat  in  the  subject,  his  remarks  went  to  prove  that  their 
interest  consisted  in  maintaining  the  present  high  rate  of 
duty.  The  gentleman  and  himself  were  directly  opposed 
on  this  point,  as  be  believed  that  the  whole  eoaraiunity 
were  interested  in  Ihe  reduction  of  the  duty  on  coal,  and 
especially  the  laboring  classes,  who  were  less  able  to 
bear  the  burdens  of  the  present  exorbitant  prices  of 
fuel.  If  the  poor  have  a  deep  interest  in  this  question, 
how  is  their  interest  to  be  promoted  by  a  tax  of  fifty  per 
cent,  on  fuel?  Is  that  calculated  to  bring  down  the 
price?  Or  does  their  interest  consist  in  keeping  up  the 
priee>  He  did  not  understsnd  this  matter,  and  could 
not  learn  from  Ihe  Senator's  remarks  how  be  propose* 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  poor. 

If,  ss  the  Senator  asserts,  all  Air  tariff  laws  have  had 
a  direct  tendency  to  benefit  labor,  he  rejoiced  at  it;  but 
if  such  was  the  case,'it  did  not  prove  that  those  laws 
had  been  passed  for  that  purposet  and  we  all  know  that 
it  wss  not  those  interested  in  labor  who  had  petitioned 
for  them;  it  was  not  from  their  influence,  or  a  regard  to 
their  rights,  that  the  tariff  system  had  been  adopted. 
No,  riri  it  was  the  interests  of  capitalists  and  capital 
which  had  originated  and  sustained  the  tariff  system;  and 
if  labor  had  been  benefited,  it  was  only  an  incidental  con- 
sequence. Who  are  they  (said  Mr.  N.)  that  hang  around 
the  halls  of  legislation,  seeking  its  aid,  asking  for  special 
and  partial  laws/  Who  are  they  that  apply  for  acts  of  in- 
corporation, confer  ling  special  privileges,  to  favor  partic- 
ular interests — privileges  calculated  to-give  to  capital  ar- 
tificial and  factitious  advantages?  Are  they  not  those  who 
control  capital? 
By  whose  influence  was  it  tbat-a  h«  was  forced 
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throiiRb  Con^rcM,  loon  »flf  p  th*  cloae  of  the  I»»t  w»r, 
refunding  to  importer!  ihe  double  dutiei  which  had 
been  impoard  to  carry  on  the  war,  when  it  was  well 
known  that  IhoK  dotirs  had  been  cbarged  upon  tlie 
goodB,  and  the  whole  amount,  with  large  profits  besides, 
had  been  received  in  iheir  sales?  Was  it  not  the  capi- 
talists, the  wealthy  importers?  This  partial  and  unjust 
law  of  CongresB  legislated  fortunes  inio  Ihe  pockets  of 
hundreds)  he  knew  of  some  who  had  been  made  inde- 
pendent by  it.  Sir,  (aaid  Mr.  N.,)  it  is  in  wn  to  deny 
(hat  all  the  leg'islatlon  of  Congress,  from  the  foundation 
of  the  Government  to  this  day,  which  has  afTected  the  in- 
terestB  of  the  coantry,  whether  commercial  or  manufac- 
turing, his  been  influenced  hj  those  who  control  the 
capila)  of  the  country, 

Mr.  N.  sard  he  did  not  claim  to  be  the  special  tdvo- 
cste  of  the  interests  of  the  poor  and  the  laboring  classt 
he  elatmed  no  more  sympathy  with  the  pnor  thnn  any 
other  Senator  felt  or  ought  to  feel,  not  excepting  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts.  He  had  no  motive,  no  de- 
sign, in  connecting  himself  with  their  inttrests.  He  bad 
not  dntned  them  into  thtsdebatei  be  bad  spoken  of  them 
no  rurthcr  than  they  were  directly  involved  in  the 
question.  lie  had  referred  to  facts,  because  (bey  be- 
longed to  the  subject.  It  was  s  truth  which  had  not  been 
and  could  not  be  controverted,  that  the  coal  duty,  so 
far  as  it  operated  to  keep  up  the  price  of  fuel,  bore  with 
double  severity  upon  the  poor,  who  were  compelled  for 
three  win'ers  past  to  purchase  fuel  at  a  price  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  higher  than  the  wealthy  citizenf,  who 
were  able  to  in  a  suppljr  in  the  summer,  when  the 
price  VBi  down. 

Mr.  N.  said  that,  being  up,  he  had  a  word  to  say  to  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Hr.  Pskstoh.} 
That  Senator,  whoae  own  silualion  in  relation  to  the  bill 
befnre  (he  Senate  appeared  to  be  not  a  little  embarras- 
sing or  perplexed,  had  assumed  upon  himself  the  task 
of  assigning  (o  several  of  the  friends  of  the  silminisira- 
tion,  including-  hinueir,  their  positions  in  relation  to  the 
tariff  and  the  Executivet  and  haying  snven  each  of  ut 
such  a  position  as  suited  himself,  he  affieett  to  discover 
Bometbing  wonderfully  strange  and  resrvellous  In  the 
matter.  The  Senator  said  that  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Helations  [Mr.  Bitcbiran]  waa  ao 
open,  ultra,  uncompromising  tariff  man,  and  believed  in 
the  binding  force  of  (be  compromise  of  1833t  that  the 
ebairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  [kir. 
Sites}  was  an  avowed,  irreclaimable  antl-tarilF  man, 
willing  to  disregard  the  compromise;  that  the  chairmen 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  [Mr.  WaieHTt]  who  had 
reported  Ihc  present  bil),  although  representing  a  man- 
ufacturing State,  and  the  one  which  contributed  to  fix 
on  the  country  that  act  of  abominaliono,  the  tariff  of 
1828,  seemed  willing  to  violate  the  compromise,  and  to 
open  the  tariff  question,  for  the  purpose,  as  he  believed, 
to  use  it  for  political  purposes]  whilst  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  (Mr.  N-,)  whom  the 
Senator  declared  to  be  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  domi- 
nant party,  was  the  friend  of  a  moderate  and  judicious 
tariff,  although  prepared  to  vote  for  the  present  bill, 
which  vioUted  the  compromise.  The  Senator  professed 
not  to  understand  how  those  who  differed  so  much  on 
the  subject  of  the  tariff  could  act  In  harmony  and  concert 
in  support  of  the  administration.  He  appeared  to  think 
that  there  was  a  great  mystery  in  the  matter,  and  that 
there  must  have  twen  some  understandingt  and  that  the 
friends  of  the  adminiatration  were  permitted  to  disagree 
on  that  question,  and  each  one  to  pursue  a  course  the  best 
calculated  to  sid  (he  common  cauar-  Mr.  N.  said  that 
be  thought  the  honorable  Senator  might  have  spared  the 
expression  of  surprise  at  the  want  of  harmony  in  the  sen- 
timents oTthe  friends  of  Ihe  administration  regarding  the 
tariff;  fur,  if  he  would  look  to  liis  own  side  of  the  House, 


he  would  there  find  the  disagreement  greater  and  mote 
inexplieablci  he  would  diKcovrr  not  only  ultra  tariff  men 
and  ultra  anti-tariff  men  belonging  to  the  same  party, 
but  he  would  find  them  standing  side  by  aide  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  bill,  and  speaking  and  voting  against  it;  the 
ultra  tariff  men  opposing  the  bill  as  being  hostile  to  the 
manuftcturing  interests,  and  the  ultra  anti-tariff  men — 
thoae  who  brought  the  Union  into  jeopart^y  by  their  vio- 
lent opposition  to  that  qrstem— opposing  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  that,  in  ita  consequence*,  it  would  be  hostile  to 
the  anti-tariff  States.  In  (be  eyes  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator, it  appeared  to  be  very  consistent  for  tariff  and  anti- 
tariff  men  to  unite  in  opposing  the  sd<ninistration,  but 
very  inconsistent  for  tlwae  who  differ  regarding  the  tariff 
to  unite  in  its  support. 

The  Senator  says  (hat  the  chairman  of  the  Commiitee 
on  Foreign  Relations  is  for  adhering  to  the  compromise, 
and  therefore  he  [Hr.  Bcchavah]  is  an  ultra  tariff  man; 
but  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pxestok]  b 
himself  for  adhering  to  the  compromise;  and  therefore, 
according  to  his  own  reasoning,  he  muat  alao  be  an  ultra 
tariff  man.  Or  are  we  to  understand  that  an  adherence 
to  the  compromise  proves  one  member  to  be  an  ultra 
tariff  man,  and  another  an  ultra  anti-Uriff  man?  It  was 
a  strange  kind  of  logic  which,  from  the  same  premises, 
should  lead  to  opposite  conclusions.  There  must  be  a 
cabalisdcal  potency  in  the  compromise  act,  which  can 
convert  nullifying  anti-tarifBtea  into  ultra  tariff  men. 

Mr.  N.  Slid,  in  regard  to  what  the  Senator  had  aaid 
of  himself  and  several  of  hia  friends,  one  of  (he  gentle- 
men [Mr.  BvcaavAs]  had  already  put  himself  right; 
and  the  other  two  [Mr.  Rivxa  and  Mr.  Wstear]  were 
abundantly  able  to  defend  themselves,  and  had  no  occa- 
sion for  his  assistance;  and  in  relation  to  himself,  he  had  no 
particular  reason  to  complain  of  the  position  which  the 
Senator  had  assigned  to  him.  He  was  a  moderate  tariff 
man,  decidedly  opposed  1o  a  high  lariff,  yet  a  firm 
friend  of  the  policy  of  protecting  all  the  important  in- 
terests of  the  country,  so  far  as  it  could  be  done  by  a 
wise  and  discreet  discrimination  in  tbe  adjuatment  of  the 
duties  which  were  required  foribe  purposes  of  revenue. 
But  what  he  did  object  to,  and  what  liad  surprised  him 
much,  was,  (hat  Ix  and  his  friends  should  hare  their 
positions  assigned  to  them  in  regard  to  the  tariff,  by  a 
gentleman  who  himself  occupied  so  equivocal  a  p'jsition, 
and  who  evidently  did  not  know  what  bis  own  poutton 
was. 

kir.  N.  said  he  had  listened  with  attention  to  the  elo- 
quent speech  which  the  Senator  had  made  on  thia  bill 
tlie  other  day,  and  had  anziouily  sought  to  discover  on 
which  side  of  the  question  he  was,  and  to  what  conclu- 
sion, after  all  his  wandering,  he  would  finally  come;  but 
he  had  been  unable  to  satisfy  himself.  The  Senator  re- 
minded  him  much  of  a  blind  man,  who  waa  feeling  bt* 
way  in  the  dark,  and  who,  notwithstanding  all  his  efforts^ 
was  unable  to  advance  in  any  direction,  but  remained  in 
a  state  of  *•  progressive  retrograde,  or  standing  still.** 
The  Senator  had  labored  hard  to  give  a  party  character 
to  this  bill,  and,  in  his  ehiqiient  appealf,  appeared  to  be 
attempting  to  arouse  the  s}iirit  of  some  dead  party,  the 
life  of  which  had  long  since  departed,  leaving  only  the 
dead  carcass  and  the  name.  In  a  speech  on  another 
subject,  the  Senator  had  informed  us  that  he  considereit 
Ihe  constitutioD  as  long  since  dead,  but  remarked  tlut 
he  would  endeavor  *o  rail  up  ita  ghost,  with  which  he 
hoped  to  frtfchten  the  Senators  into  a  respect  for  its 
principles.  Mr.  N.  said  that  on  the  present  occasion 
(he  Senator,  by  hia  eloquent  Incantations,  appeared  In 
him  to  be  end<>avorinK  to  call  forth  the  ghost  of  nullifi- 
calinn  to  aid  him  in  his  perplexity;  and,  if  he  had  suc- 
ceeded, perhaps  that  frightfiit  apparition  might  have 
Beared  liim  from  the  pns'Uion  he  had  tsken — side  by  sde 
with  the  ultra  friends  of  the  tariff.    During  this  debate 
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(sa'id  Mr.  N.)  tlie  bunoraSle  Senator,  embamMcd  and 
perplexed,  «nd  groping  bis  way  in  the  dark,  has  Bttined, 
twitted,  »nd  turned,  ami  wandered  about  from  point  to 
point,  and  from  porition  to  position.  He  bad  been  at  all 
point!  in  the  compan,  and  now  Kemed  to  be  at  a  point 
not  in  the  compaut  and  there  be  would  leave  him. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  here  moved  to  adjourn.  The 
motion  was  lost:  Yeaa  10,  nayt  33. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Ur.  NiLBS,  for  a  gradual  reduction  of  the  duly 
on  foreign  coal,  coal  screenings,  and  coke,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon,  Niles,  Page, 
Rives,  Rugg1e5,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walker — 15. 

N^TB — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bmlon,  Buchanan,  Critten- 
den, Bftvia,  Kent,  Knif;hl,  Linn,  McKean,  Nicholaf, 
Norvell,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Soulliard,  I'all- 
madge.  Wall,  Webster,  Wbite,  Wright— 30. 

Hr.  K&NT  moved  to  strike  out  the  article  of  fancy 
mnd  other  soaps,  Windsor  soap,  and  waahballf  but  tlie 
mme  ndment  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  NILES  made  a  similar  effort  in  regard  to  common 
tinned  and  japanned  saddlery;  but  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Ur.  KMGEIT  moved  to  strike  out  palm-leaf  brooms. 
Here  was  an  article  made  by  the  poor,  almost  exclnsive- 
]yt  and  if  gentlemen  wanted  lo  benefit  the  poor,  here 
was  an  opportunity. 

Mr.  PKBSTON  inquired  what  duty  tfaat  article  paid. 

Mr.  WHIGllT  replied  15  per  cent. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Hr.  KNIGHT  moved  lo  strike  out  the  article  of  but- 
ton moulds.  The  motion  was  negatived:  Ayes  16,  noes  19. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  strike  out  "all  spirits/ 
made  of  vinous  material*,  imported  Into  the  United 
States," 

Mr.  WRIGHT  explained  that  the  object  of  the  com- 
mittee had  been  lo  reduce  the  revenue  as  far  as  they 
could  with  safetyt  and,  ss  this  article  bore  a  protecting 
duty  of  from  53  tu  85  centK,  they  suppnsed  it  might  be 
reduced  one  half,  and  still  be  sufficiently  b-gh  to  pro- 
tect the  domestic  article  made  from  grain;  in  which  case, 
without  injuring  any  one,  the  revenue  mtsht  be  reduct  d 
ft  half  million  of  dollars.  He  demanded  the  yeaa  and 
nays;  which  being  taken,  stood  as  follows: 

Ybab — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Crittenden.  Hen- 
dricks, Kent,  Knight,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bub* 
bins,  Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinscn, 
Webster,  While— 17. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  brown,  Cuthber;,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabams,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  R-jgglet, 
Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 21. 

Mr.  KENT  moved  to  strike  out  the  article  of  wines. 

After  some  remsrks  by  Messrs.  NORVELL  and 
SOUTHARD,  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  fullows: 

YiAs— MesNTS.  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Knight,  Morris,  Robbin«,  Robinson,  Southard, 
Swifi,  Tipton,  Tomlinaon — 13. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cutbbert,  Davis, 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
IJnn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Pa'ker, 
Preston,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Witlker,  Wall,  Webster,  White.  Wright— 36. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  lo  the  Senate,  and  all  the 
amendments  agreed  to,  with  tbe  exception  ot  the  rollow- 
ing!. 

1.  Duty  on  China  and  porcelain,  earthen  and  stone 
ware. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  suggested  that,  as  the  Senate  was  now 
very  thin,  although  it  m'glit  happen  that  ■  diffiirenl  vote 


would  be  obtained  from  what  had  been  given  in  com- 
mittee when  the  Senate  was  full,  yet  it  would  be  better 
to  adhere  to  the  former  vote,  to  avwd  a  reconsideration 
or  other  difficulty  when  the  seats  should  be  full  again  to- 
morrow. 

To  this  it  u-as  replied,  that  one  Senator  [Hr.  Khiobt] 
had  avowedly  changed  his  vote,  and  another  was  present 
now  who  had  not  been  in  committee.. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  iu the  amendment  which  struck  out  these  arti. 
cles  from  the  bill  (thereby  retaining  the  protecting  duty 
upon  them)  was  decided,  by  yeaa  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Davii^ 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Robbing  Robinson, 
Southard,  Swirt,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinion,  Wall, 
Webster,  While— 18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Ctithbert,  Pullon, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knifthi, 
Lyon,  Morris,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Rug- 
gles, Sevier,  Strange,  Walker— 19. 

So  China  and  earthenware  were  retained  in  the  bill, 
as  free  of  duty. 

2.  Blankets  chiefly  used  among  tbe  Indians. 

On  tliis  Mr.  DAVIS  detpanded  ibe  yeaa  and  nays.  He 
objected  to  the  amendment,  as  injurious  to  Die  interests 
of  sevtrnal  manuracturies  of  blankets  establiithed  within 
(he  United  States. 

Mr.  BENTON,  Hr.  LINN,  and  Hr.  NORVELL,  ex- 
plained the  grea>t  difference  between  Indian  blankets  and 
those  of  a  domestic  manufacture,  and  Ibe  very  decided 
preference  which  the  Indiana  expressed  for  the  one  over 
the  other,  and  which  precluded  all  competition  from 
our  fac'iuries,  with  what  were  ususlly  known  among 
them  as  Mackinac  blankets.  They  were  thick,  finely 
woven,  and  of  the  finest  wool,  and  impervious  to  the  rain. 

After  some  desultory  conversation,  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in  by  the  Senatr:  Yeaa  33,  nays  14. 

So  Indian  blankets  were  inserted  in  tbe  bill,  as 
free  of  duty. 

3.  On  striking  out  cigars.  Amendment  agreed  to; 
Teas  18,  nays  16. 

Mr.  DAVIS  renewed  in  the  Senate  (he  motion  he  had 
madi  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  alrike  from  tbe 
bill  olive  oil,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Hr.  WEBSTER  advocated  the  amendment  to  take 
,  off  the  duty  on  this  article.  While  it  would  afford  but  a 
vtry  trifling  relief  in  point  of  revenue,  it  went  to  interfere 
with  the  great  whaling  interest,  which  it  was  so  impor* 
tant  to  cherish. 

Mr,  NORVELL  also  supported  the  motion;  and  the 
question  being  taken,  it  wascarried,  as  followa: 

Ykas — McBsri,  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  Nicholan,  Norvell,  Riib< 
bins,  Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
;  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White— 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert  FuKon, 
Hubbsrd,  King  of  Alabama,  King  or  Georgia,  Lyon, 
Niles,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Rugglei,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Walker,  Wall— 17. 

Mr.  KF.NT  moved  to  strike  out  sulphate  of  quinine 
and  calumel,  but  the  amendment  was  rcjectedj  when 
tbe  question  was  at  length  obtained,  and  ilie  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  its  third  reading  by  tbe  fol- 
lowing  vote: 

Yxis — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Pulton, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rive**, 
Ruggles  Sevier,  Strange,  THllmadgc,  Walker,  Web- 
ster, White,  Wright— S3. 

Nats— Hesirs.  Buchanan^  Crittenden,  Davis,  Hen- 
d'rick!!,  Kent,  Robbins,  Rtibinson,  Southinl,  Swift,  Tip- 
tun,  Wall— 11. 

^rid  then  tbe  Senate  adjuurned.|^  t 
Digitized  by^OOglC 


967 


GALES  &  SDATON'S  REGISM  EU 


Sbratk.] 


Land  Lawt  and  Decisions — Iteduetum  of  Ihe  Tariff. 


[Fbh.  25,  1837. 


Saturuat,  Febbuirt  35. 

Mr.  TAIJ.MADGE  pre«ented  (lie  crcdrntlah  «f  the 
Hon.  Silas  Wdiqiit,  re-clectrd  a  SenBtor  of  the  United 
StRteii,  from  the  State  of  New  York,  fur  six  yr«ra  from 
and  after  (he  oil  of  March  next. 

LAND  LAWS  AND  DECISIONS. 
Tlie  rullowing  retolutions  were  uffered  by  Ur.  WEB- 

STF.H: 

Jiemlsedt  That  Ihe  8eerelar]>  or  ihe  Treasury  cause  to 
he  prepaid  ft  collrction  of  llie  instructions  which  have 
been  issued  from  lime  to  time,  either  by  the  Sccrrlary 
of  the  Treasury  or  (he  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office, 
excepting-  only  such  as  refer  exclusively,  buth  in  prin- 
ciple and  application,  to  particular  or  individual  cases, 
together  with  the  official  opinions  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral on  questions  ar  ising  under  the  land  laws. 

Betohtd,  That  the  Secrttsry  oF  the  Senate  cause  the 
general  public  acts  of  Congress  respecting  the  sale  and 
diapoaition  of  Ihe  public  lands,  together  with  the  in- 
itructiona  and  opinions  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  reso- 
lution, to  be  print!  d  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

In  ufTeriiig  these  resolutions,  Mr.  WEUS'l  £R  said  it 
was  his  object  that  the  general  actii,  the  instniciions  giv- 
en under  them,  and  the  official  oplniuns  of  (he  Attorney 
General  on  questions  arising  in  the  administration  of 
these  laws,  thoiiM  be  collected  and  published,  and  made 
available  to  all.  These  instructions  and  opiniuns  are  in 
manuscript.  1'hey  are  only  known  at  the  Land  OQice, 
ftnd  may  govern  questions  arising  there  without  any 
means,  on  (he  part  of  those  interested,  to  possess  them- 
selves fully  of  their  character  and  contents.  The  laws, 
although  contained  in  the  two  volumes  common'y  called 
the  volumes  of  the  Land  Laws,  were  yet  mixed  up  with 
■uch  ft  mass  of  treaties,  ordinances,  and  pi  ivale  actSp  that 
it  ii  not  ftlwftys  ea^  to  bring  them  tt^ether,  or  to  get  a 
connected  view  of  their  provisions. 

The  subject  was  getting  to  be  very  important.  Inler- 
fering  claims  were  constantly  arising,  especially  under 
pre-emp(iun  actsi  and  it  was  uAdrrstood  that  an  appeal, 
in  these  cases,  lay  to  the  CommisHloner  or  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  The  L«nd  Office  was  thus  becom- 
ing an  important  judicature;  and  it  was  essential  that 
its  course  and  iis  rule*  of  proceeding  Miould  be  known. 
Interesting  rights  were  decided  by  it,  and  it  became 
CoDgreis  lo  look  into  its  proceedinf^s,  and  to  see  that 
the  IftWB- were  openly,  fairly,  ami  ably  executed.  The 
first  step  lo  reach  this  end  was  to  make  public,  in  some 
ftccesaible  form,  the  Instructions  and  opiniuns  under  which 
the  land  officers  acted.  Any  further  provisions  to  in- 
sure ft  proper  administration  could  then  be  adopted, 
which  Congress  should  judge  necessary,  if,  indeed,  any 
■bould  be  thought  necessary. 

The  resolutions  were  sgreed  to. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  bill  to  alter  ftnd  amend  (he  several  acta  imposing 
duties  on  imports  (for  reducing  the  duties)  came  up 
on  its  third  reading  and  final  passage. 

He.  SOUTHARD,  having  called  for  the  jreat  and  nays 
on  the  questioui  proceeded  at  some  length  in  opposition 
to  (he  bill,  ftnd  especiftlly  those  portions  of  it  which  af- 
fected the  arrangement  of  the  compromise  act  of  1833, 
urging  that  the  duly  on  sugar  ouxht  as  much  to  be  re- 
pealed as  the  duty  on  salt;  that  (he  bill  would  favor  the 
rich  far  more  than  (he  poor;  and  that  (lie  faith  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  high  individual  interests,  required 
thftt  the  provisions  of  the  compromise  iftrilT  ftct  (bo  Cftll- 
ed)  of  1&33  should  itot  be  violated. 

Mr.  CLAT  addressed  the  Senate  nearly  as  follows: 

I  wish,  before  the  pttssage  uftliia  bill,  to  submit  a  few, 
and  only  ft  few,  rrmftrks  to  the  Senate.  It  his  been  my 
desire  to  have  taken  a  more  ictive  prrt  than  I  hftve  dune 


in  (he  discussions  it  has  occasioned;  but,  feeling  tftyself 
worn  down  by  perpetual  sitting,  and  being  affected,  be. 
sides,  by  the  prevailing  inRtienza,  which  disables  ne 
from  attending  at  ntght,  on  account  of  the  stste  ofit. 
mosphere  produced  by  the  multitude  of  lights  in  the 
chamber,  I  have  been  cons(rained  to  ait  silent  until  now. 
The  qnesiion  I  understand  to  be  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  in  regard  (o  many,  and,  indeed,  to  most  of  Hie 
articles  it  enumerates,  I  have  no  objection  to  the  repeal 
of  duties  proposed;  and  had  it  contemplated  tbeaction 
of  the  Senate  on  those  ftitielei  only,  it  would  baTer^ 
eeived  as  hearty  a  concurrence  from  me  as  from  any  of 
its  most  zealous  supporters.  But,  beside  the  items  of 
this  description,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  insert 
various  others,  which  cannot  be  touched  without  a  viols- 
lion  of  the  compromise  law  of  1833.  If  the  question 
turned  on  this  bill  alone,  much  as  I  regret  the  prtMiabil'i- 
ty  of  its  passage,  my  regret  would  be  less  but  fit  the 
declarations  which  have  been  openly  made  by  thecbiff- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  [Mr.  Wftiofti,]  wlio 
has  told  the  Senate  that  he  eonMdera  himself  as  much  it 
liberty  to  look  into  the  list  orarticlts  protected  by  a 
duty  above  30  pec  cent,  as  among  those  below  thit  r>te, 
to  find  proper  objects  for  the  reduction  of  the  revenue. 
He  feels  on  this  subject  no  rt  straint,  no  obligation  what- 
ever, from  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  pledged  faith  of 
the  country  to  the  compromise  ftct.  A  declaration  like 
this,  coming  from  so  high  a  source,  has  great  weigbi. 
But,  whatever  may  be  its  intrinsic  importftnee,  it  does 
not  stand  alone.  Another  Senstor,  the  chairman  of  one 
oFthe  standing  committees  of  the  Senate,  whoscsbsence 
at  this  moment  1  regret,  because  I  wish  to  report  his 
words  correctly,  a  gentleman  than  whom  none  ismwe 
favorable  to  Southern  interests,  and  whose  sagacity  snd 
influence  have  produced  a  great  effect  within  his  own 
State,  has  avowed  it  as  his  settled  aim,  not  suddenly, 
but  gradually  and  surely,  to  enuJicftte  every  vestige  of 
the  protective  system  from  ournfttional  code.  FromMH 
other  quarter,  (to  which  I  am  oompelled  to  refer,)  we 
find  an  analogous  declaration — nay,  one  which  goes  slill 
further;  for  the  Senator  proclaimed  that  he  never  h»d 
felt,  does  not  now  feel,  and  never  will  feel  hiniselt 
bound,  in  the  slightest  degree,  by  the  act  of  1833;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  is  at  entire  and  perfect  liberty  to  reduce 
or  augment  the  duties  of  our  tftriff,  as  he  may  judge  »• 
pedienl.  When  [  see  a  measure  like  that  before  us,  sc- 
cumpanied  by  such  declarations  from  members  of  un- 
bounded influence  on  this  floor,  1  cannot  doubt  that  it 
is  the  purpose  of  the  administration  to  strike  every  ves- 
tige of  the  protective  system  from  the  itatute  book. 

The  present  signal  prosperity  of  our  coun(ry  isattriou- 
table  to  two  causes:  the  success  of  the  cotton  interest^ 
(he  South,  and  of  maaufactures  in  the  Northern  snd 
Middle  SUtes.  These  interests  are  intimately  bleixled. 
If  the  mftnufacturing  interest  at  the  North  could  be 
nihilated,  there  would  be  a  destruction  of  the  demsnd 
for  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  bales  of  the  cotton 
of  the  South(  and  if  that  quantity  were  thrdwn  upon  the 
Ibrelpn  market,  the  inevitable  effect  would  be  a  ruinous 
reduction  in  the  price  of  (hat  staple.  As  tolbepolicf 
which  has  produced  this  slate  of  prosperity,  my  convic* 
tions  hftve  been  long  since  formed,  and  still  rems>n  un- 
shaken. When  I  look  at  the  diversified  interests  snd 
pursuits  of  our  people,  and  the  impoasibihly  of  tl« 
largest  portion  of  (hem  supplying  themselves  withfo^^'E" 
aittclcsof  manufacture,  for  want  of  those  necessary 
changes  which  alone  can  bring  them  into  the  couniryi  it 
has  always  appesred  to  me,  and  still  does  appear, 
sary  to  protect  the  industry  of  our  own  country,  ^u 
the  best  friends  of  the  protective  policy  never  intenoea 
tliat  that  policy  should  be  perpetual,  though  the  tcu 
establishing  it  were  unlimited  in  prnnt  of  lime.  AH  *~ 
advocated  the  system  went  upon  the  ground  Uist* 
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ft  certain  lime,  ((he  precise  period  Ihey  did  not  attempt 
to  fix,)  our  (iamestic  manur&cture*  would  becrnne  so 
thorooghly  fixed  and  permanently  established  that  they 
would  bear  the  competUion  of  rival  producls  from  abroad- 

When  this  admintsirfttion  came  into  power,  it  mule 
warm  professions  of  friendship  to  those  who  were  the  Bd< 
VocKlM  or  this  policyi  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  held 
out  hopes  to  those  on  the  other  aide  of  «  complete  aub- 
version  ofthe  lysteni.  In  regtrd  to  those  profecaion?,  I 
do  not  wish,  on  so  aolenin  an  occauon  u  I  apprehend 
this  to  be,  to  say  a  word  which  may  injure  the  feelings 
of  any  gentleman.  1  must  be  permitted,  however,  to 
observe  that  I  felt  tome  distrust  of  their  sincerity.  I 
thought  r  saw  a  course  marked  out  which  must  lead  to 
the  utter  and  entire  destruction  of  the  protective  system. 
The  great  question  so  long  agitated  between  difTercnt 
portions  of  the  Uninn  has  not  been  whether,  in  laying  a 
bill  for  revenne.  the  Ciovernment  may  not  levy  a  duty 
which  gives  incidental  protection  to  the  industry  of  our 
own  citizens,  for  this  none  will  denyg  but  whether  such 
protection  is,  in  itself,  a  proper  and  legitimite  object  for 
which  taxes  may  be  Uid.  The  friends  of  the  protective 
policy  hare  always  maintained  the  latter  proposition. 
But  if  the  present  bill  is  to  pais,  and  the  principles 
arowed  by  its  advocates  are  to  be  carried  out,  the  con- 
sequence will  necessarily  be,  that  the  whole  grounds  on 
which  the  protective  policy  rests  must  be  abandoned, 
and  the  country  given  over  to  that  vacilUling  course 
which  leaves  to  industry  and  enterprise  nothing  sure  and 
stable— nothing  on  which  the  public  can  calculate  with 
the  least  security. 

Entertaining  these  views  in  regard  to  the  administra< 
tion,  I  saw,  in  1833,  that  a  great  crlsia  had  ariaen.  I 
■aw,- on  one  hand,  that  we  were  menaced  with  a  speedy 
destruelion  of  the  entire  protective  systeni)  while,  on  the 
other,  I  beheld  one  member  of  the  confederacy  then  on 
the  very  verge  uf  civil  war,  and  felt  persuaded  that,  if 
that  war  should  once  be  commenced,  all  the  other  South- 
ern Stales  would  infallibly  be  drawn  into  it.  Fur  (he 
double  purpose,  then,  of  saving  the  protective  policy 
from  destruction,  and  saving  (his  Union  from  tlte  horrors 
of  civil  war,  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  bring  forw  ard  (hat 
healing  and  tranquillizing  measure,  in  regard  lo  which 
there  has  been  so  much  misconception  and  misstatement 
in  the  course  of  the  present  debate.  Thut  measure, 
whatever  of  value  or  of  error  it  may  posses",  originated 
entirely  with  the  individual  who  is  now  addressing  the 
Senate.  At  (he  time  of  its  conception  be  was  not  in  the 
city,  but  in  Philadelphia,  whither  he  had  retired  for  three 
weeks.  While  there,  he  wsseslled  upon  by  a  commit- 
tee of  manufacturers,  who  disclosed  to  him  their  appre- 
henuons  of  the  imminent  danger  to  which  the  tariff  sys- 
tem wss  exposed,  and  who  asked,  with  anxiety,  what 
was  to  be  done;  whether  no  measure  could  be  devised 
to  save  the  manufacturing  interests  from  the  ruin  with 
which  they  were  threatened.  It  was  to  these  individuals, 
ftnd  not  to  his  friends  in  Congress,  that  he  first  applied 
to  know  whether,  in  their  apprthensiun,  a  long  lease  of 
the  protective  policy,  even  though  on  a  lower  scale, 
would  not  be  better  than  the  uncertain  state  with  regird 
Xo  it  in  which  they  then  were.  To  this  question  not  a 
single  man  (and  he  put  i(  (o  (he  mos(  intelligent  indi- 
viduals) hesitated  for  a  moment  to  reply  in  the  affirma- 
tive. He  afterwards  conferred  with  other  manufac- 
turers  and  found  that  they  concurred  in  the  same  view. 
He  ihen  communicated  with  his  friends  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress}  and  among  these  he  found  a  diversity  of 
sentiment.  Some  assented  to  the  position;  but,  in  a 
consultation  which  was  held,  it  was  not  generally  agreed 
to.  Fortified,  however,  as  he  was  by  the  opinions  of 
practical  manufacturers,  and  knowing  that  the  great 
evil  which  they  had  most  cause  to  dread  was  vacillation, 
stnd  that  what  ihey  most  wanted  was  certainty  and  se* 


curity,  and  finding  so  frreut  a  division  of  sentiment 
among  his  friends  in  Cungress,h  e  acted  (as  he  always 
had  dune)  on  his  own  independent  and  settled  conviction 
of  what  was  right,  and  accordingly  introduced  the  bill. 
1  never  (said  Mr.  C.)  had  any  interview  or  conference 
with  any  Southern  Senator  prior  to  its  introduction. 
Afterwards,  indeed,  those  converaalions  took  place, 
which  naturally  resulteil  from  the  effort  on  my  part  to 
bring  other  gentlemen  to  my  way  of  thinking,  and,  on 
their  part,  to  do  the  aame  with  respect  to  me.  The 
result  was*  that,  in  almost  every  instance,  gentlemen 
from  the  South  were  induced  to  come  up  to  the  support 
of  the  measure,  with  but  very  slight  variations.  On 
one  very  important  feature  of  the  plan,  however,  (I  re< 
fer  to  the  home  valuation  as  a  standard  of  laTStion,  in< 
stead  of  the  valuation  in  foreign  pons,)  I  ascertained 
that  there  would  be  a  determined  opposition  on  the 
part  of  (he  South;  and  so  unyielding  did  I  Apprehend 
that  opposition  to  be,  that  I  came  to  (he  House  at  eleven 
o'clock,  under  a  full  conviction  that  Suuihern  gentlemen 
would  not  give  way,  and  that  the  bill  w  u)d,  in  conse- 
quence, be  lust.  But  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
ns,  [Mr.  CiLuouH,]  who  cons' dered  himself,  on  that  oc- 
easion,  as  representing  the  great  Southern  interest,  (fur 
a  Senator  from  Virginw  had  declared  in  committee  (hat 
whatever  would  satisfy  South  Carolina  would  satisfy 
Virginia,)  rose,  in  a  manner  very  agreeable  to  me,  and 
staled  that  he  would  waive  his  objection  (o  the  bill,  ac- 
companying that  statement,  however,  will)  a  declaration 
that  he  did  not  hold  himself  bound  by  the  proposed 
compromise  so  ss  to  preclude  him  from  the  free  ex- 
ercise of  his  judgment  on  a  future  occasion. 

I  bis  (said  Hr.  C.)  is  the  history  of  that  bilL  All  that 
has  been  said  about  its  having  been  concocted  by  the 
joint  cfToHs  of  (he  Senator  from  South  Carolina  and  my- 
,self  is  absolutely  without  one  particle  of  tiuth.  Hy  first 
communicstionj  as  I  have  stated,  was  with  (he  msnufac- 
ttirers;  I  then  submitted  the  plan  to  the  late  Mr.  Johnston, 
of  Louisiana,  and  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Wkbsteh.]  The  former,  on  consideration,  gave  bis  as* 
sent  to  it;  the  latter  never  did;  but  I  was  so  supported  by 
those  who  thought  themselves  well  acquainted  with  the 
wishes  and  the  interests  of  (he  msnufaeturers,  (hat  I  felt 
it  my  duty  to  bring  forward  the  measure,  nutwithttanding 
bis  dissatisfaction,  openly  expressed. 

Such  having  been  the  origin  of  the  bill,  let  me  «^k  for 
a  moment  what  were  its  provisions.'  The  first  and  great 
purpose  I  proposed  to  myself  (a  purpose  which  must  be 
effectually  destroyed  if  the  present  bill  shall  become  a 
law)  was  to  withdraw  the  proleclion  of  the  manufaeinr- 
ing  industry  of  the  country  from  all  connexion  with  pol- 
itics, and  let  it  flourish  unafTccIed  by  the  vacillations  of 
political  contest.  The  bill  then  provided  a  biennial  re- 
duction,  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent.,  on  all  duties  over  20 
per  cent.,  till  (he  1st  of  December,  1841;  in  June  ful* 
lowing,  one  hstf  of  the  remaining  excess  of  duties  over 
20  per  cent.,  and  soon  artcr  the  residue.  To  this  bill  it 
was  objected  that  the  manufacturing  interest  could  never 
live  under  it.  But  what  has  been  the  fsctf  The  law 
has  now  been  in  operation  for  four  years,  and  have  you 
heard  any  complaints  from  ihst  interest?  Can  any  period 
of  four  years  be  pointed  out  in  which  it  has  enjoyed 
greater  prosperity'  But  it  was  urged,  that  although  the 
manufa^rers  might  get  along  till  1843,  yet,  when  that 
time  should  arrive,  they  could  no  longer  exist  under  the 
remnant  of  protection  which  would  then  be  left  ihemi  that 
is,  with  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.,  the  home  valuation,  and 
the  cash  payment.  In  reply  to  this  1  ssid  then,  and  I 
say  now,  that  no  man  can  tell  beforehand  whether  this 
protection  will  be  found  sufiicient  or  not.  For  myself,  I 
do  believe  that  the  leading  manufacturing  interests  of 
the  country  can  subsist  under  il;  but^as  I  said  Ihen,  I 
now  say,  that  if  i(  hhall  be  found,  on  tri^l,  (hat  there  are  one 
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or  t«o  particular  branches  wliicli  cannot  proceed  witli- 
out  a  greater  prutection,  they  will  but  furm  an  ciception 
to  the  gL-neral  rule)  and  I  enterlain  no  doubt,  judging 
from  the  good  diaposilion  whiuh  has  been  maiiU'csted  to- 
wards the  plan,  that  thereqiiiaite  prutection  may  be  ao  far 
extended  by  general  consent  as  tu  cover  theap,  without 
the  general  rule  being  thereby  practically  viulaied.  At 
all  events,  I  aik,  'u  it  not  right  Rt  l«ut  to  make  the  ex- 
periment f 

it  hai  been  said  that  the  compromise. bill  is  not  so 
binding  in  iia  authority  but  that  >ou  have  power  to  touch 
it  wlienever  circumstances  shall  appear  to  require  its 
modificaiioii.  And  who  denies  this^  It  waa  admitted  at 
the  time  !hdt  Congreai  might  modify  the  bill  if  it  became 
necessary.  This  none  will  deny.  Dut  do  nut  the  cir- 
cumstancea  under  which  the  bill  waa  passed,  do  not  the 
great  and  conflicting  intcreali  it  waa  tntendeil  to  settle, 
and,  above-all,  du  not  the  tranquillizing  eiTcCts  which  have 
pervaded  the  country  since  its  enactment,  and  the 
numerous  impuitant  arrangements  which  have  been  en- 
tered into  on  the  calculation  of  ita  continuance,  although 
they  may  not  stamp  the  act  as  inviolable  without  a 
breach  of  faith,  yet  combine  to  show  that  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly indiscreet  inCungreiilo  dtslurb  an  arrangement 
of  this  character.'  Have  not  other  great  interests  of  this 
Union  been  permanently  compromised  by  acts  which 
are  equally  within  the  power  of  Congress  wilh  'the  law 
of  18J3f  I  allude,  as  one  striking  exam(>le,  to  the  set- 
tlement of  the  much-agitated  MiHsouri  quevtiun,  by  which 
the  latitude  of  36  deg.  SO  min.  has  been  cslablistied  as 
the  extreme  boundary  fur  the  existence  of  slavery  with- 
in that  Slate.  Has  not  Congresa  a  right  to  repeal  that 
law.*  But  what  would  those  Southern  gentlemen,  whx> 
now  so  atrenuoualy  urge  us  to  a  violation  of  our  impli{:d 
faith  in  regard  to  the  act  of  1833,  aay  to  this  House  if  it 
aliould  attempt  a  measure  like  that.'  Should  we  not  bear 
remonBirancef*,  in  the  loudest  tone  and  most  earnest  lan- 
guage, throughout  the  entire  land?  Yet,  what  propriety 
is  there  in  lending  ourselves  to  a  violation  of  another 
compromispt  while  we  hold  fast  to  itiii^  which  ia  ao  dear 
to  themf 

It  has  been  aati],  and  with  some  emphasis,  that  the 
Senate  has  heard  no  pledges  given  by  members  on  this 
aide  of  (he  House.  That  is  not  exactly  true;  fur  several 
geiitlrmen  have  expressly  said  that  they  do  fee)  them- 
selves bound  to  observe  the  provisions  of  the  compromise 
law.  I,  fur  one,  have  always  felt  myself  held  in  lionor, 
and  by  every  principle  which  ought  to  regulate  the  con- 
duct of  a  public  man,  to  such  an  observance.  But  of 
what  avail  are  individual  pledges'  And  who  is  it  that 
aski  for  themf  Uas  there  been  any  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  North  to  disturb  thia  arrangement?  None  what- 
ever. It  is  the  party  which  calls  thus  for  pledges  that 
is  the  moving,  the  threatening,  the  acting  party,  (with 
the  honorable  exceptions  of  the  two  Senators  from  South 
Carolina,  the  two  from  Tennessee,  and  one  of  the  Sena- 
tors from  Mississippi,)  and  who,  while  giving  themselves 
no  pledges  at  all,  arc  proposing  measures  which,  on  the 
contrary,  go  to  set  aaide  the  compromise  entirely.  The 
North  had  sat  by  in  silent  acquiescence.  It  has  made  no 
movement  whatever  io  opposition  to  the  law;  while  the 
opposite  party,  who  alone  threaten  to  disturb  the  com- 
promise, call  on  lis  for  pledges  to  ita  (  bservance.  But  are 
there,  in  faC,  nosuch  pledges  given  ?  What  ia  ihehngusge 
of  the  paper  which  haa  been  read  to  us  this  morning, 
containing  resolutions  on  this  subject,  passed  by  a  vast 
majority  of  the  Lfgislalure  of  (he  State  of  Uastaehosetta? 
And  what  is  the  language  which  has  been  forwarded  to 
us  from  the  great  central  Slate  of  Fvnniytvania?  Is  not 
ihe,  too,  possessed  with  (he  conviction  that  the  com- 
promise is  to  be  held  sacred?  And  what  is  the  language 
held  by  the  less  but  still  highly  respectable  State  uf 
Bbode  Island?   Is  it  not  of  the  same  tenor?   Does  it  not 


express  the  same  sentiment?  If  it  could  have  been  be* 
lieved  that  a  serioua  design  was  enterlaincdof  dislurbiiw 
(hat  arrangement  at  this  session  of  Congress,  you  wouM 
liave  heard  not  only  from  these  States,  but  from  Ohio, 
from  Kentucky,  and  from  every  other  State  of  this  UniiHi 
at  all  interested  in  the  protective  policy.  They  all  vould 
lutve  concurred  in  declaring,  with  one  voice,  that  (b^ 
held  the  act  of  1833  u  of  binding  authority,  by  geaeiil 
agreement.  These  are  pledges  worih  iMnhely  more 
(ban  any  which  could  have  been  given  by  individuili  en 
this  floor.  If  you  want  further  evidence  of  what  bu  bets 
the  general  understanding  on  this  subject,  look  at  the 
universal  burst  of  acclamation  which  folluved  the  puage 
of  the  ac(,  wherever  it  was  beard  of.  Look  at  the  UDivctnl 
peace  and  quietness  which  has  prevailed  throughoutlbe 
country  on  thia  subject  ever  aiocet  look  at  the  public  oil* 
cial  language  of  all  tlie  several  branches  of  this  Gofetn> 
ment— -of  the  President,  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  Houieof 
Representatives.  Do  you  find  here  no  evidence  that  it  lui 
been  the  understanding  of  the  American  people  tba(  ihtt 
law  was  to  be  respected,  and  was  to  be  held  inviolate?  But 
what  is  the  language  we  have  heard  on  this  floor  duriog 
the  present  debate?  Did  not  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
[Hr.  Rivas]  distinctly  say  tlial  he  felt  great  respect  fur 
the  compromise  law,  and  should  not  be  willing  lightly  lo 
invade  it'  Yet,  the  other  day,  the  same  gentleman  ipuke 
of  that  law  as  no  more  than  a  common  act  of  legtsUtioa, 
and  as  presenting  no  impediment  whatever  to  the  adop- 
tion ofany  part  ot  the  present  bill.  The  chiirman  of  the 
Committee  on  Fmancf,  too,  talked  of  its  nut  being  pre- 
cisely a  common  act  of  legislation,  yet  he  said,  in  tub- 
stance,  that  it  was  to  be  respected,  and  not  respected.  He 
would  respect  it  ioso  br  as  he  liked*  and  he  would  dis- 
regard it  whenever  it  suited  his  views  of  policy.  I  do 
not  consider  the  act  as  possessing  this  flexible  cbaracteri 
and  although  I  abould  have  no  objection  to  a  rrductioo 
of  duty  on  one  or  two  articles  in  the  bill,  which  are  now 
over  30  per  cent.,  yet  I  cannot  ct^naent,  fur  the  take  of 
reaching  tliis  object,  to  hazard  the  whole  arrangemeot. 

The  protective  sjstem  is  an  entire  system.  AH  iO 
parts  are  lo  be  regarded  in  their  mutual  connezioa  ind 
dependence.  Tbe  moment  you  touch  one  of  tliem,  si- 
though  with  the  olroost  possible  caution,  there  is  no 
saying  when  gr  where  you  will  atop.  You  begin,  to- 
day, wilh  the  duly  on  salt  and  on  spirits;  but,  as  you 
have  not  adjusted  the  revenue  question  yet,  to-morrPW 
yuu  may  come  to  some  other  article  un  which  it  will  be 
convenient  to  make  a  reductiont  there  then  willbes 
change  of  the  dramaUM  permnmi  and  thus  yuu  will  be 
called  upon*  from  time  to  time,  to  destroy  the  lysiem 
piecemeal.  Is  thia  (said  Mr.  0.)  the  contemplated 
course  of  the  new  administration?  If  it  is,  then  i  tell 
all  who  are  interested  in  the  protective  policyj  I  tell 
I/)uisiana,  whose  brown  sugar  is  now  so  amply  proleet- 
edi  I  tell  the  woollen  manutacturers  of  New  Hampthire 
and  Hassachusettsj  the  cotton  manufacturers  of  Con- 
necticut and  Rhode  Island;  and  the  iron-masten  of 
Pennsj  Ivania,  that  if  they  Consent  to  set  the  example 
by  repealing  the  duties  on  coal*  on  salt,  or  on  spirit^ 
they  will  expose  themselves,  sooner  or  later,  to  ineviu- 
b!e  destruction.  Whenever  a  majority  can  be  found  lo 
accomplish  the  object,  Ihe  proces^  which  now  afTecli 
others,  will  be  made  tu  reach  their  own  most  favored 
Mnd  cherished  interests.  I  aay  to  al),  the  system  is  one- 
It  ia  a  ayslem  of  mutual  reciproci<y.  It  partakei,  in  lU 
nature,  uf  (he  genius  of  (be  Government  under  wliich  it 
haa  grown  up.  As  such  it  must  ba  mainlaued,  if 
(ained  it  is  to  he. 

What  would  that  portion  of  the  Southern  delegst'o? 
who  are  in  favor  of  thia  bill  have  thought,  if  the  condi- 
tion of  the  two  interests  concerned  in  the  comproniiie 
were  reversed?  If,  instead  of  acquiescing  in  the  solo 
1833,  atid  conforming  (heir  arrangemenis  to  ittitMleM 
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of  eonfidinp  in  the  sacred  cbanoter  of  Ihxt  tgreementf 
and  proceeding  in  their  busincH  wwordingly,  the  men 
of  the  North  bad  come  here,  and  preaied  the  Senate  for 
the  nwotment  of  highly  increued  duties  for  protection^ 
What  would  then  have  been  beard  in  all  parts  of  ttiis 
cityf  How  quickly  should  we  hare  heard  the  resound- 
ing voice*  of  the  Soufliern  delegation  in  ardent  and  toud 
remonstrance.  .  Every  where  throughout  the  South, 
writers  and  orators  would  hare  been  invoking  the 
North  to  have  respect  to  its  engagements.  Every  where 
they  would  be  deekiming  against  opening  the  wounds 
of  the  country  afresh,  and  again  plunging  the  naiion 
into  the  danger  of  a  civil  war.  And  do  not  our  friends 
from  the  South  recollect  that  men  have  tlie  same  feel- 
ings In  all  parts  of  our  country^  Do  they  think  they 
can  pass  «  bill  like  this  without  wounding  the  sensibili- 
ties of  tliat  great  interest  which  is  concerned  in  the  pro- 
tective system?  Is  it  right  to  do  so.  admitting  that  they 
possess  an  accidental  majority^  The  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia  consoled  himself  and  bis  Southern  friends  by  an 
assurance  that  the  protective  policy  has  not  now  an 
ascendency  in  this  nation.  Where  the  ascendency  ii  in 
this^ll-governed  country,  God  only  knowaj  but,  be  it 
where  it  may,  I  conjure  gentlemen  to  let  this  subject 
alone.  Is  it  not  enough  that  they  have  lampered  with 
the  currency^  Is  our  domestic  industry  also  to  be  made 
the  subject  of  experimentf  Are  men  to  go  to  bed  at 
night,  thriving  laborers  and  prospering  capitalists,  and 
not  know  what  they  are  to  be  when  they  awake  in  the 
morning?  Are  all  ihe  great  interests  of  the  country  to 
be  dragged  into  the  service  of  mere  party  politics? 

I  adjure  the  Senate  to  rise  to  the  greatneas  of  Ameri^ 
can  statesmen,  and  to  stone,  in  some  measure,  for  the 
Injuries  which  have  heretofore  been  inflicted  on  a  bleed- 
ing country.  There  are  some  things  too  dear  to  be 
drag^d  into  the  vortex  of  political  contest,-  and  made 
the  objects  of  party  calculation.  Let  the  protective 
policy  remain  where  it  has  liapptly  flourished  for  these 
four  years  past.  There  are  yet  but  four  years  more, 
till  we  shall  reach  the  expiration  nf  the  term  limited  by 
tbe  compromise  billi  and  all  parts  of  the  country  wilt 
ftcquiesoe  in  its  provision^  if  they  shall  not  now  be 
raibly  disturbed.  But  if  this  bill  shall  become  a  law, 
from  that  moment  I  shall  hold  myself  absolved  from  all 
obligation  to  observe  that  compromise,  snd  shall  be 
ready,  according  as  my  sense  of  the  public  wishes  shall 
point  out  my  duty,  to  augment  tbe  rate  of  protection  to 
any  point  which  they  may  require.  And,  let  me  ask, 
are  gentlemen  quite  sure  that  they  shall  retain,  for  years 
to  come,  the  ascendency  which  they  imsgine  themselvea 
now  to  enjoy  against  tnis  iMficyf  Where  arc  the  ele- 
ments of  that  great  mast  which  supported  and  enforced 
the  American  system?  Scattered  by  party — broken  into 
fragments.  But  it  Milt  exists  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
Western  SUtes,  In  New  England,  in  New  York  itselfi 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  new  combination  may 
arise,  far  stronger  than  any  you  have  yet  seen,  gbould 
tbe  man  whom  you  of  tlie  South  have  contributed  to 
place  at  the  head  of  the  Government  recommend  in  his 
next  message  to  Congreas  a  revival  of  the  protective 
policy,  would  be  uot  find  majorities  in  both  Houses  to 
support  him?  Does  any  man  doubt  it?  And  are  gen- 
tlemen of  tbe  South  prepared  to  see  their  whole  secu- 
rity suspended  on  the  will  of  one  man?  1  truit  not. 

But  Buch  is  the  state  of  my  health,  thiff  1  do  not  feel 
myself  able  to  add  much  more.  I  ahall  conclude  my 
rcmarki  by  a  motion,  tbe  object  of  wbich  is  to  test  the 
opinion  of  this  body  as  to  Ihe  obligation  of  the  compro- 
snise  act  of  1833.  That  motion  will  be  to  recommit  tliis 
bill  to  Ihe  Committee  on  Finance,  with  instructions  to 
strike  from  it  all  those  articles  on  which  there  Is  now 
fevied  a  duly  of  30  per  cent,  or  over.  I  do  this  for  no 
purpose  of  embarrassment.   It  is  not  my  habit  to  em- 


barrass tite  proceedii^  of  any  legislative  body^.  I  have 
been  both  in  the  opposition  and  in  the  majority^  and  I 
do  not  approve  and  have  never  practised  on  the  plan  of 
wearying  each  other  out  by  propositions  merely  intend- 
ed to  perplex  and  thwart  the  course  of  an  opposing 
parly.  The  manly,  the  becoming  coune  is  lairly  to 
bring  up  mind  to  mind — patriotism  on  one  side  to  pa- 
triotism on  the  other;  and,  when  the  intellectual  strug- 
gle is  over,  to  yield  as  promptly  as  we  have  contended 
vigorously.    Tlie  majority  must  ever  govern. 

We  have  bad  a  succesnon  of  motions  iii  relation  to 
particular  articles  comprised  in  this  bill;  and  as  it  may 
often  happen  that  a  gentleman  will  feci  himself  bound 
to  vole  in  relation  to  some  particular  intercEt  in  a  manner 
different  from  those  with  whom  he  ordinarily  acts,  it  has 
come  tn  pass  that  the  majorities  on  these  different  por- 
tions of  the  bill  have  considerably  varied.  I  now  wish 
to  test  tbe  Senate  in  a  group,  so  that  ihere  may  be  no 
escape  on  the  ground  of  individual  sittMtion,  in  order 
that  the  country  may  know  whether  Congress  regards 
its  faith  as  pledged  or  not  to  an  observance  of  the  act  of 
1833.  I  am  also  moved  by  the  consideration  that  there 
are  one  or  two  articles  in  this  bill,  with  respect  to  which 
my  own  Stale  feels  a  particular  interest;  an  interest, 
however,  which  is  not  confined  to  her,  but  which  ex- 
tends to  western  New  Tork,  to  western  Pennsylvania, 
snd  all  the  grain^wing  States  west  of  the  Alleghanies. 
lite  article  to  which  I  more  particularly  refer  is,  with 
the  exception  oi  cotton  bagging,  the  only  one  which 
gives  us  any  peraonal  concern  in  the  protective  policy. 
I  allude  to  foreign  spirits,  on  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  reduce  the  duty  to  thirty-three  and  a  third  eenta~a 
snm  exceeding  the  average  price  of  the  Americin  ar- 
ticle wbich  is  the  rival  of  the  foreign.  And  under  what 
otreuiutanees  ii  Ihia  reduction  proposed?  There  is  not 
now  a  civilized  nation  in  the  world  whose  S)'atem  of 
duties  does  not  amount  to  an  absolute  prohibitioa  of  the 
introduction  of  foreign  liquors.  Holland,  liberal  as  her 
general  policy  is,  hai,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  her 
own  production,  excluded  all  foreign  liquors  whatever. 
England  excludes  a  large  majority  of  them.  France 
does  the  same  thingt  and  yet,  at  this  moment,  white 
we  are  thus  excluded  from  the  markets  of  all  the  world, 
it  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  protecting  duty  of  our  own 
citizens  on  this  atlicle  one  half.  And  when  and  how  ia 
this  to  be  done?  Of  all  foreign  nations,  England  and 
France  will  be  most  benefited  by  such  a  reduction. 
Now,  it  is  well  known  that,  at  this  moment,  our  tobacco 
interest  has  to  struggle  sgainst  the  rigor  of  their  laws, 
which,  in  effect,  tre  almost  exclusive  of  this  American 
product.  Yet,  instead  of  leaving  in  the  hands  of  our 
negotiators  the  article  of  brandies,  to  be  balanced 
against  that  of  tobacco.  It  ii  proposed,  without  any 
equivalent,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  foreign  spirits  from 
66f  cents  XoZ^  cents. 

1  shall  conclude  by  submitting  the  motiim  which  I  bsve 
already  named;  and  when  the  Senate  brings  to  remem- 
brance the  good  feeling  which  the  compromise  has  thus 
far  produced,  the  tranquillity  which  an  acquiescence  in 
it  by  both  sides  has  given  to  the  whole  country;  and 
when  they  consider,  especially,  what  our  condition  is  in 
reference  to  another  interest,  very  dear  lo  the  South, 
and  on  which  the  North  is  now  aSEailing  them,  will  lliey 
deem  it -wise  to  loose  these  bonds  of  pescr,  in  order 
that  the  South  may  in  turn  assail  the  North?  Is  this 
right?  Is  it  wise?  Does  it  hccome  us  as  American 
statesmen?  Is  it  not  better  thst  we  submit  to  ihat  which, 
after  all,  is  but  a  conjectural  evil — I  mean  the  inconve- 
niences of  an  excessive  revenue— thsn  it  once  to  break 
down  sll  those  bsrriers  which  have  guarded  us  against 
evils  more  than  imaginary?  Shall  we  reopen  SMin  this 
source  of  eternal  contention — the  tariff  question?  1  ad- 
jure gentlemen  not  to  throw  intone  political  eaUnm, 
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■Iretdy  too  likely  to  overflow,  this  new  element  of  dif- 
pute  tnd  he»rt-burnin^.  I  trust  (hat,  under  Ihew  con- 
riderationi,  the  mijority  will  concur  in  Ihe  motion  now 
fubmiUed,  and  that  we  shall  thus  have  a  bill  containing 
those  items  only  on  which  there  U  no  dispute. 

Ur.  Clax's  motion  tu  recommit  the  bill  waa  aega- 
tived,  by  the  foltowinf;  vote: 

Txu— Meiin.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricka, 
Kent,  Knight,  HcKean,  Moore,  Morri%  Prentisi^  Prefr 
ton.  Bobbins,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlio- 
ton.  Wall.  Webatfr— 24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Ci^thbert,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Kin^  of  Alsbama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Houton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvel), 
Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruf^gles  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Wright— 35. 

The  debste  was  further  continued  by  Uessrs.  PRES- 
TON and  BLACK. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  was  fully  apprized  of  the  im- 
pstience  of  the  Senate,  and  regretted  to  deuin  them  at 
so  late  an  hour;  but  he  could  not  avoid  saying  a  few 
words  before  the  question  should  be  put  upon  the  p«s- 

3[e  of  this  bill.  It  now  appears  (said  Mr.  that  Ihe 
ministration  party  did  not  intend  to  respect  the  prori- 
Kons  of  the  compromise  law.  The  people  of  the  North 
aeem,  with  but  litite  exception,  to  be  disposed  to  adhere 
to  it.  Tbe  question  then  arises,  what  course  ought  to  be 
pursued  by  me,  and  by  those  who  act  with  me,  on  this 
subject?  The  course,  as  I  apprehend,  is  an  obvious  one. 
So  far  as  the  manufacturing  interests  are  concerned, 
they  concur  in  the  arrangemenif  not  a  petition  has  been 
presented,  not  an  effort  has  in  any  shape  been  made, 
to  disturb  it.  The  present  la  the  first  attempt  which  we 
have  witnessed  in  any  wise  to  interfere  with  it.  And 
this  sttempt  is  not  made  by  manufaeturers,  but  by  politi- 
cians; and  by  politicians  from  the  manufacturing  rrgion 
of  the  Union.  [  regret  exceedingly  that  Ihe  South, 
which  has  so  deep  a  atake  in  the  observance  of  (he  com- 
promise, should  give  any  countenance  to  such  a  design. 
This  bill  does  not  violate  our  ahare  of  that  arrangement; 
not  an  article  of  ilf  the  vinlatton  is  of  (hat  part  of  the 
baigain  which  belongs  to  the  North.  It  rests,  therefore, 
with  the  Northern  interest  to  say  whether  they  will  sus- 
tain their  public  men  in  such  an  attempt  or  not.  1  leave 
it  to  tbem  to  settle  Ihe  question. 

As  to  myself,  I  care  not  how  many  duties  are  taken 
off,  provided  it  be  done  by  gentlemen  from  that  section 
of  the  Union;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  I  shall  do  my  duty-. 
We  of  the  South,  it  is  always  to  be  remembered,  are 
the  weaker  interesti  in  ihia  sort  of  contest  1t  is  we  who 
are  to  be  the  sufferers.  I  therefore,  for  one,  will  not 
vote  to  disturb  the  compromise  of  1833. 
-  I  am  not,  however,  much  surprised  that  the  friends  of 
the  administration  from  tbe  Southern  Sutra  should  be 
tempted  to  give  their  votes  for  this  bill.  We  have  long 
warred  against  the  tarifTi  and  when  a  proposition  is  made 
fur  repealing  any  portion  of  il,  it  is  not  wonderful  that 
Ihey  should  seize  upon  it  with  avidity.  But  let  me 
tel\  them  lo  beware.  Will  you,  fot  the  trifling  ben- 
eRt  now  held  out  to  you,  establish  the  principle  that  the 
act  of  1333  is  to  be  disregarded?  You  may  now  make 
a  small  red'JCliun  in  violation  of  its  provisions;  but  do 
you  forget  that,  if  that  act  remains  inviolate,  in  1842  six 
tenths  of  the  whole  proleclive  duties  will  g<t  olT?  Let 
me  tell  my  Southern  Triends  that  1  know  the  men  with 
whom  we  have  to  deal.  Abandon  Ihe  compromise,  and 
they  will  be  among  the  first  to  resist  all  future  reduction. 
We  see  the  bail,  but  we  do  not  perceive  tbe  hook  that 
lies  under  it.  We  see  a  prupo^titiun  to  repeal  the  duly 
on  salt;  tlte  motion,  coming  from  a  New  York  Smalor, 
has  the  appearance  of  great  magnanimity;  but  we  did 
not  remember,  till  wc  were  reminded  of  it,  that  New 


York  has  laid  a  State  tax  of  six  cents  a  bushel  on  all  salt 
ascending  her  canals.  This  salt  duty  ia  the  bailt  and 
for  the  sake  of  this  small  gain  we  are  invited  to  disturb 
the  arrangements  of  the  compromise.  But  I  can  teH 
these  fiihem,  they  shall  not  catch  me.  I  waa  caught  once 
by  following  the  same  lead.  1  am  not  to  be  caught  a 
second  time.  Wait  till  1843,  and  you  will  find  that 
which  I  say  is  true. 

We  have  been  told  that  tbe  Senators  in  the  opposi- 
tion have  given  no  pledger  to  observe  the  compromise 
law;  but  1  ask,  have  either  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  or  other  gentlemen  of  the  same  party, 
given  any  pledge  that  they  will  not  violate  that  compro- 
mise when  the  year  1842  comes?  They  are  now  for  re- 
ducing duties:  hut  will  they  not  then  be  for  arrest- 
ing tbe  reduction  provided  by  that  act?  Reljr  upon  it, 
that  is  the  very  thing  that  they  hare  in  view.  Their 
professed  object  is  to  get  rid  of  the  surplus,  and  Ihiy 
talk  of  making  war  upon  Ihe  protectire  system,  and  even 
of  its  entire  overthrow. 

When  men  make  professions,  I  am  called  upon  to 
judge  of  their  sincerity;  I  am  in  the  babit  of  looking  at 
Ihe  meiHures  they  pursue,  and  whether  these  measures 
are  the  fit  and  appropriate  means  toward  the  end  they 
profess  to  have  in  view;  and  if  I  perceive  that  they  are 
not,  I  hold  it  proper  to  be  on  my  guard.  1  admit  that 
these  gentlemen  are  opposed  to  having  a  surplus  in  tbe 
Treasury,  and  I  perceive  that  they  have  given  a  pledge 
to  the  South  that  they  mean  to  make  war  upon  ihe  pro- 
tective system.  Such  being  their  aim,  what  is  the  mode 
which  they  ought  to  take  lo  attain  it?  Is  not  that  mode 
obvioQB?  Should  they  pick  out  the  article  of  salt,  to  ac- 
celerate the  reduction  proposed  by  tbe  oompromise  of 
1833?  It  waa  one  defect  of  that  arrangement  that  the 
reduction  proposed  by  it  was  to  be  loo  rapid  towards  the 
close,  and  too  slow  in  the  beginning.  The  obvious  rule 
of  proceeding  would  rather  have  been  to  make  it  swift 
al  first,  and  alow  afterwards.  It  would  have  been  per- 
fectly easy  to  say  that  the  amount  of  all  protective  duties 
should  have  been  reduced  one  fifth  on  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, in  every  year,  for  the  five  years.  That  wt'uld  have 
reduced  a  greater  amount  than  the  whole  of  what  is  pro- 
posed by  this  bill,  and  would  have  given  a  sure  pledge 
lo  the  South  that  gentlemen  were  sincere  in  their  pro- 
fessions and  promi&ei.  I  should  then  have  believed 
them.  But  when  I  see  Ihem  proceed  to  select  articles 
not  made  in  the  States  where  they  have  the  Dnajority, 
and  see  them  opposing  the  reduction  on  articles  nude  in 
States  where  they  have  not,  lam  naturally  led  to  pre- 
dict that,  in  1843,  they  will  come  here  and  tell  uilbat 
the  reduction  proposed  by  the  compromise  act  is  too 
rapid. 

Our  friends  of  the  South  (I  speak  now  of  such  as  are 
friends  of  the  administration,  who  are  all  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  articles  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  and  who,  in 
relation  to  those  articles,  move  all  together,  and  must 
be  sincere)  found  their  course  on  the  declaration  of  tbe 
Senator  from  Vii|[inia,  [Hr.  Rites,],  who  comes  forward 
here  as  the  personal  friend  and  political  organ  of  the 
President  elect.  That  Senator  tells  us  that  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  is  a  "practical  politician.*'  And  when  he  is  asked 
what  Mr.  Van  Buren  proposes  to  do,  his  reply  is, 
that  he  intends  to  reduce  Ihe  tariff  in  such  a  manner  as 
that  it  shall  not  be  injurious  to  any  great  interest  of  the 
country.  And  what,  I  pray  you,  is  ibis  but  the  old  song 
which  haa  been  sung  in  our  ears  a  thousand  times?  It 
is  neither  more  nor  leas  than  the  old  iiory  of  a  **  jodi- 
eiouB  larilf."  The  Senaltv  Trom  Kentucky,  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  and  all  the  friends  of  the  protective 
policy,  are  for  a  tariff  which  ahall  not  be  injurious  to  any 
of  the  great  interests  of  the  country.  They  have  never 
asked  for  any  thing  else,  if  you  take  their  account  of 
it;  and  yet  for  this  vague  declaration,  made  at  secondf 
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tutld  by  the  Senator  from  Vir(finiB,  we  of  the  South  are 
asked  to  surrender  the  immense  aclvints^ea  secured  to 
us  by  the  act  of  1833— an  act  which  explicitly  providea 
that  the  duties  shall  cume  off  at  a  certain  specified  rale 
until  the  whole  are  gone.  Sir,  this  word  praetical'n* 
very  important  word.  We  call  a  mm  a  practical  man 
who  ia  a  man  of  business,  who  is  practical  in  bisbuuneis. 
Mr.  Van  Bureu  is  a  iMlitieian.  Tliat  it  hii  business,  and 
we  are  told  that  he  ii  a  practical  politician.  Now,  air, 
what  sort  of  an  animal  is  a  practical  politician?  I  will 
endeavor  to  describe  it.  It  la  a  man  who  considers  the 
terms  jtutiee,  right,  palriotitm,  &c.,  as  all  being  so 
many  abstractiona,  mere  vague  phriseii,  which  it  ia  very 
well  to  use,  but  which  are  to  be  shaped  wholly  by  cir- 
cumstances. It  is  a  man  who  acts  in  each  peculiar  junc- 
ture as  expediency  may  requirej  who  studies  the  men 
about  faim  with  great  care,  with  a  view  to  a  given  end) 
who  studies  especially  their  assaiUble  points,  and  who 
uses  them  as  instruments  for  the  accomplishment  of  his 
own  purposes.  If,  for  exampip,  thrre  be  near  him  a 
Chief  Magistrate  diatinguished  by  strong  passions,  a  very 
determined  will,  and  a  good  deal  of  personal  vanity, 
be  will  touch  that  vanity,  and,  by  skilfully  pisying  upon 
It,  will  get  hold  of  the  mind  and  will  of  its  poasessoTf 
and  having  once  obtained  a  firm  hold  upon  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  he  will  employ  the  power  and  influence  of 
such  an  individual  to  an  object  eminently  practical,  viz: 
the  attainment  of  his  own  political  enda.  The  same 
thing  he  does  with  all  other  men  around  him.  He  uses 
them  all,  he  turns  them  all  to  practical  use,  for  he  is 
himself  •'practical."  He  looka  at  particulars,  and  con-- 
siders  all  propositions  of  a  general  nature  as  mere  ab- 
stractions, with  which  a  wise  man  will  nut  too  much 
concern  himself.  A  practical  politician  judges  of  all  ac- 
tions by  the  event.  If  ibey  are  succesaful,  he  ia  in  favor 
of  them;  If  not,  not.  He  adopts  preciaely  the  policy 
that  was  pursued  in  the  Italian  republics,  and  weighs 
every  principle  of  morals  and  patriotism  by  the  degree 
in  which  it  will  conduce  to  a  certain  given  purpose 
which  is  to  be  gained.  This  ia  a  practical  politician. 
And  now  I  will  tell  you  how  such  a  politician  is  likely  to 
act  in  regard  to  (he  tariff  question.  He  sees  in  the 
opening  of  that  question  again  the  means  and  prospect 
of  a  great  increase  of  powert  by  rightly  managing  the 
different  States,  and  displaying  tliem  off  in  a  skilful 
manner  against  each  other,  and  standing  ready  to  make 
the  moat  of  every  result,  be  will  hope  to  get  into  hia 
banda  an  entire  control.  By  putting  all  things  afloat, 
he  calculates  to  bring  them  all  under  the  Government  to 
be  managed;  and  this,  let  that  management  result  as  it 
may  to  them,  must  be  prtunoUve  of  his  interest.  Now, 
the  Booth,  as  we  all  know,  hu  an  interest  in  the  princi- 
ples of  free  trade.  What  is  likely  to  be  her  fate  under 
such  a  system  of  things  it  ia  easy  to  tell.  She  brings 
him  the  least  weight,  and  her  interest  will  therefore  be 
the  soonest  disposed  of|  in  whatever  way  it  csn  be  made 
the  most  of. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  cannot  consent  to  change 
my  position.  1  am  for  adhering  to  the  compromise.  I 
think  that  the  act  holds  out  to  us  of  the  South  great  ad- 
vantages, while,  at  the  same  time,  the  manufactures  of 
the  country  flourish  under  itt  (and  whatever  may  have 
been  said  or  thought,  I  am  no  enemy  to  the  manufactur- 
ing interest,  nor  ever  have  been.)  I  think  they  will  go 
through  ibe  reduction  uninjured,  provided  we  can 
but  have  a  sound  currencyi  for  nothing  can  be  so  injuri- 
ous to  the  protective  principle  as  a  currency  that  ia  un- 
sound. We  all  desire  that  the  manufaelurers  may  get 
through  the  descent  safelyt  and  with  a  sound  currency 
they  may  do  it.  Calculating  on  the  same  rate  of  impor- 
tatiun  as  now  exists,  the  amount  of  duties  in  1842  will 
not  exceed  ten  millions.  I  aay,  therefore,  let  the  coun- 
try remain  quieti  diaturb  not  this  lung^vexed  qtiesiion. 
Toi.  XIII.— 63 


He  who  ahall  deliberately  disturb  it  will  give  evidence 
either  that  he  disregards  the  public  interest,  or  that  he 
miaunderatands  it.  I  regret!  that  a  single  article  has 
been  inserted  in  this  bill  going  to  disturb  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  compromise.  I  am  sorry  that  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clii]  did  not  succeed  in  his  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions.  Had  these  dis> 
pated  articles  been  stricken  from  it,  the  bill  would  have 

Kaased  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  almost  unanimous- 
It  is  now  late  in  the  session,  and  it  is  exceedingly 
doubtful  whether  the  bill  in  its  present  shape  can  pass 
that  body.  1  hope  that  some  gentleman  who  voted  with 
the  majarity  will  yet  move  a  reconsideration,  and  let  us 
have  the  bill  in  such  a  shape  that  we  can  pass  it  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  TIPTON  said  that  as  he  expected,  on  the  vote 
now  about  to  be  taken*  to  separate  from  moat  of  the  politi- 
cal friends  with  whom  he  was  in  the  habit  of  acting,  and 
with  whom  he  still  Intended  to  act,  whenever  he  couhl 
do  so  without  injury  to  hia  own  immediate  constituents 
or  to  the  country  at  large,  he  would  cliim  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Senate  while  he  briefly  slated  some  of  the 
reasons  which  would  govern  bis  vole  on  the  present  mo- 
tion to  recommit  the  bill. 

He  considered  it  wise  In  an  American  atatesmsn,  when 
legislating  in  regard  to  the  duties  to  be  i.-npoeed  on  for- 
eign gooda  imported  into  tfaia  country,  to  have  a  regard 
not  merely  to  the  raising  of  revenue,  but  also  to  the  pro- 
tection of  American  industry.  It  was  thia  opinion  which 
bad  governed  hia  courae  in  regatd  to  (he  famous  com- 
promise bill  of  1833,  as  well  as  all  other  laws  connected 
with  the  tariff,  which  had  passed  (he  Senate  since  be  bad 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  that  floor,  and  which  would 
continue  to  do  so  in  future.  He  did  not  consider  It  wise 
or  necessary  to  agitate  the  tariff  question  at  the  present 
short  session  of  Congress.  No  such  measure  had  been 
called  fur  by  any  expression  of  the  will  of  (he  people. 
It  had  been  forced  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
by  a  spontaneoffs  movement  on  the  part  of  thoae  who 
bad  brought  it  forward.  Certain  Senators  had  enter- 
tained the  body  by  giving  to  the  Senate  a  history  of  tlw 
passage  of  the  tanffbill  of  1838,  particularly  as  cnnneet* 
ed  with  the  business  of  President-making,  and,  in  so  do- 
ing, it  appeared  to  him  that  some  of  those  gentlemen  did 
not  look  to  the  future.  As  for  himself,  he  had  had  no 
concern  in  the  passing  of  that  law,  nor  was  he  willing 
again  to  move  the  tariff  question,  or  to  commence  Pres- 
ident-msking  at  this  time.  The  seasion  was  so  far  ad- 
vanced that  'there  did  not  remain  lime  suffident  for  that 
mature  consideration  which  a  subject  of  so  much  impor- 
tance justly  demanded.  There  were  but  five  more  bu- 
siness  days  now  remuning,  and  he  therefore  thought  it 
would  be  far  better  to  postpone  the  aubject  to  the  next 
session  of  Congress. 

But  iflhe  bill  must  pass,  Mr.  T.  should  vote  fur  its  re> 
commitment,  in  order  that  It  might  be  so  amended  as  to 
continue  the  protection  on  China,  porcelain,  earthen 
and  stune  ware,  also  en  foreign  spirits  and  wines  of 
every  description,  and  on  blankeUand  woollen  gooda. 
Should  the  bill  become  a  law  in  its  present  shape,  it 
would  most  injuriously  affect  a  portion  of  his  own  con- 
litituenlst  and  he  felt  it  his  duty  lo  make  an  effort  to  have 
it  amendrd.  An  opinion  had  long  prevailed  in  thia  coun* 
try,  ihut  the  particular  species  of  clay  used  in  the  manu- 
fiicture  of  China  and  porcelain  was  nowhere  to  be  found 
in  North  America;  but  recent  examinatioD  had  convinced 
thoae  who  were  practically  acquainted  with  the  busi* 
ness,  and  therefore  fully  competent  to  judge,  that  clay 
of  thia  description  existed  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  and 
thai  of  BO  auperior  a  quality  that  ware  might  be  manu- 
factured from  it  equal  to  any  now  imported  from  Eng- 
land. An  English  gentleman,  who  ha<l  been  extensively 
engaged  in  thia  manufacture  in  his  own  country,  had  re- 
Digitized  by  Google 


979 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


980 


Btdutlion  of  ike  Tlrr^jf. 


[Feb.  25,  1837- 


cently  rntde  i  Urffr  invrstmcnt  in  tlie  SUte  of  Indiiintt, 
snd  WHS  kbuiit  titcuirmence  llie  buBpneuon  an  eitrnsive 
Ecnle  in  that  SUIr.  Uesides  t|ii«  cbtablisltiritnl,  Mr.  T. 
believed  iliat  Uierc  vaa  but  cne  oiht-r  of  the  kind  in  Ihe 
United  Siaicp,  and  lhat  vaa  fcilunttd  al  iettty  citj',  int- 
mediaiely  upponie  New  York.  Hie  tbiablthhit-cht  in 
Philadrlplita  wm  confined  to  China  ware  alone.  At 
tfacae  two  porceUin  eitablishmems,  Amptican  cilizena 
bad  Inreatrd  Ibeir  property,  and  were  ntakinff  laudable 
eiert'rona  to  compete,  in  this  branch  of  indut'try,  vith 
Britifeb  skill  and  British  capltalt  and  it  surely  waa  incum- 
bent tipon  a  wise  Government  (o  extend  to  enlerpriamg 
ind'iTiduali  of  this  description  its  protection  and  encour- 
igement.  The  amount  of  the  foreign  article  imported 
ioto  Ihit  country  during  ihe  latl  year  was  $ltG97'»6B3,  on 
which  a  duty  was  paid  of  $339,536.  This  duty  afforded 
a  Bufficient  protection^  but  if  it  aliould  be  abolished,  the 
most  serious  inconvenience  and  injury,  and  not  improb- 
ably total  ruin,  would  result  to  the  ettablislimenta  at  Jer- 
aey  city  and  in  Indians . 

The  same  rematlis  would  apply  to  the  proposed  re- 
duction of  the  duly  on  blankelsusfd  in  the  Indian  trade. 
The  Senator  from  Miuouri,  [Mr.  Bektov,]  ftho  advo- 
cated this  measure,  did  so  on  information  furnished  to 
him  by  John  Jacob  Astor,  a  merchant,  long  and  ezlen- 
lively  connected  with  the  American  Fur  Company.  It 
was  very  true  that  blankets  suited  to  our  trade  with  the 
Northwestern  Indians  liad  never  been  msnofactured  in 
the  United  Slate*.  Those  referred  to  in  Mr.  Astor's 
letter,  wbicli  had  been  read  to  the  Senate,  were  manu- 
hctured  in  England  especially  for  that  trade.  They  had 
been  introduced  many  years  a||;o  by  the  English  Nnrth- 
west  or  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  through  their  trading 
posts  on  Hudson's  bay,  or  by  the  way  of  Montreal  and 
Mackinac,  and  distributed  as  presents  from  the  British 
Government,  or  sold  by  the  fur  traders,  to  the  Indians; 
from  which  circumstance  they  were  fsmiliarly  known  all 
over  the  Northwest  by  Ihe  name  of  Mackinac  bianketF. 
Every  trader  who  went  into  ibe  Indian  country  found  it 
necesaarj,  to  aaliary'lhe  Indians,  lhat  the  blankets  he  of- 
ftred  them  were  of  this  description.  The  confestedly 
wperror  quality  of  ihia  spectea  of  blanket  was  owing, 
perhaps,  chiefly  to  the  superior  quality  of  Ihe  wool 
which  entered  into  the  fabric,  as  well  as  to  the  closeness 
and  solidity  with  which  it  was  woven.  Under  the  fos- 
tering care  and  wise  and  paiernal  policy  of  Great  Brit- 
kin  toward  all  he^  manufaccure^,  this  branch  of  industry 
had  attained  a  prrfectiim  with  which  we  were  at  present 
unable  to  compete;  but.  that  we  might  do  so  in  future* 
Mr.  T.  waa  of  opinion  tbal  it  would  be  wisdom  on  our 
part  to  profit  by  tlie  experience  of  our  great  rival,  and 
10  pursue  the  same  course  which  had  esrat>li<iht,d  her 
manufactures  upon  so  firm  and  immoveable  a  basi?. 

A  few  years'ago  an  effort  had  been  made  by  a  wool- 
len manufacturer  in  Indiana  to  make  this  description  of 
blanket,  and  a  sample  had  been  sent  to  one  of  our  mili- 
tary posts,  for  presentation  to  the  Indians.  The  article 
was  well  made,  the  web  wss  close  and  compact,  as  much 
so  perhaps  as  ihe  British  blankett  but  ihe  wool  was  not 
BO  fine,  nor  of  so  long  a  staple,  as  that  of  the  Mackinac 
blankctf  in  consequence  of  which,  the  Indians  despised 
tnd  rejected  them.  Mr.  T.  thought  it  would  be  good 
policy  in  this  Governmrnt  to  extend  such  protection  to 
the  article,  that  our  farmers  might  be  encoursged  in  im- 

E roving  the  breed  of  sheep  and  the  quality  qf  our  wool, 
ould  this  be  supplied,  we  might  then  enter  into  tuc- 
eeuful  competition  for  the  Indian  trade  with  our  rlvala 
abroad.  The  question,  in  fact,  now  presented,  was  one 
between  the  American  Fur  Company,  at  the  head  of 
which  stood  that  worthy  and  most  enterprising  citizen, 
John  Jacob  Aslor,  and  tlie  Briiish  Hudhon'a  Bay  Com- 
pany. It  w  very  true  that  the  American  fur  trader 
could  not  buy  British  blanketSf  and  pay  the  duty,  and  yet 


■ell  at  the  same  priee,  and  make  as  brge  a  profit  on  the 
article  as  the  Briiish  trader.  But  il  would  in  either  case 
be  a  rare  thing,  indeed,  to  see  a  blanket  sold  low  to  an 
Indian,  no  matter  al  what  price  it  had  been  bought. 
The  price  usually  paid  by  the  Indiana  amounted,  in  ntost 
cases,  to  the  full  lalue  of  bia  winter's  hunt,  awl  be  re* 
mained  more  or  less  indebted  to  tbe  traders  when  the 
hunt  was  over.  The  American  Fur  Company,  as  Mr. 
Astor  informed  the  Senate  in  bia  letter,  wielded  a  capi- 
tal of  a  million  of  dollars.  With  a  capital  of  this  extent, 
that  company  could  much  better  compete  with  ita  British 
rival  than  our  infant  manufacturera  could  poaiblydo  with 
those  of  England.  We  should  never  forget  the  lesson 
taught  us  on  this  subject  by  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. Previoua  to  that  event,  but  little  attention  bid 
been  paid  to  Ihe  manufacture  or  woollen  gt^ods  in  the 
United  States.  And  who  that  was  acquainted  in  tbe  leait 
degree  with  the  history  of  that  contest  could  ever  forget 
the  sufferings  of  the  soldiers  of  the  left  wing  of  tbe 
Northwest  army,  who  operated  on  Ihe  Maumee  river  in 
the  winter  of  1812.  I'he  iren  were  de»titule  of  blan< 
keta  not  only,  but  of  woollen  clothes  to  shield  them 
from  the  severity  of  lhat  bitter  season;  and  he  would  ask, 
was  the  country  now  any  better  provided?  Should  war 
be  dt  clared  againat  Great  Britain  to-day,  and  the  supply 
of  Briiish  blanketa  of  course  cut  off,  were  our  factories 
in  a  condition  to  supply  either  our  army  or  our  Indiana 
with  blankets  fur  the  first  winter's  campaign?  So  indis- 
peniable  was  a  good  blanket  in  the  eyes  of  an  Indian, 
that  it  had  been  stated,  in  the  letter  read  to  the  Senate, 
from  Mr.  Stewart,  kn  intell'gent  and  highly  respectable 
member  of  llie  American  Fur  Company,  that  tbty  would 
travel  many  hundreds  of  miles  to  procure  oi>e.  It  had 
been  through  British  blankets,  mainly,  that  the  British 
talks  had  succeeded  hitherto  io  wielding  Ihe  Northwest 
Indians  against  us)  and  this  would  coniir.ue  to  be  the 
case  unless  thia  Government  should  change  its  policy, 
and  come  into  the  Indian  market  with  an  article  equal 
to  lhat  provided  for  them  by  him  whom  they  called  their 
Bniish  father.  The  Indiana  called  the  F.nglish  blanket 
by  a  name  which  signified  both  coat  and  bouse.  I'be 
question,  therefore,  now  presented  (o  the  Senate  waa, 
whether,  by' keeping  up,  for  the  presem,  the  high  rate 
of  duties  on  foreign  blankets.  Congress  would  enable  our 
own  citizen%  w  ho  possessed  but  a  small  capital  of  but  a 
few  hundred  dollars,  to  grow  wool  and  manufactve  that 
description  of  gooda  to  supply  our  demandt  or,  by  abol- 
isliing  the  duty,  enable  the  American  Fur  Company, 
with  ita  millions,  to  compete  more  successfully  with  the 
British  Fur  Company— thereby  prostrating  our  own  in- 
fant manufactures  at  the  feet  of  British  skill  and  British 
cspltal.  To  so  fatal  a  policy  he  would  never  give  bis 
sanction. 

He  aho  objected  to  that  provision  of  the  bill  which 
contemplated  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  foreign  dis- 
tilled spirits  and  on  wines,  and  regretted  that  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  CaiTTsa- 
dbb]  to  strike  it  out  bad  not  prevailed.  Vheae  artides^ 
as  imported,  competed  with  those  of  domestic  manuAc- 
lure.  They  were  not  necessaries  oflifejlliey  were  mere 
luxuries  used  chiefly  by  the  rich,  who  were  well  able  to 
pay  a  high  price  for  them.  If  our  wealthy  citizens  wtre 
determine  d  to  persevere  in  the  use  of  then-,  let  them  do 
so;  but  let  us  not,  to  accommodate  them,  injure  our  owa 
country.  The  same  remarks  wnuld  apply  Io  embroide- 
prepious  stones,  peifumeries,  and  fancy  and  perfu- 
med soaps,  which  it  was  proposed  to  relieve  from  ^uij. 
I'lie  high  rates  of  duty  which  had  been  esUblishcd  tor 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  debts  contracted  by  Ihe  rev- 
olutionary and  the  latr  war  had  left  Ihe  country  wilh 
an  overftuwing  Treasury;  and  the  Government  had  but 
one  alternative— either  to  reduce  these  dutiea  or  to  divide 
a  surplus.  Between  these,  be  shoul^^cbouie  a  reduclion; 
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but  he  vould  have  U  to  take  place  it  tha#ext  session  of 
Congress,  wben  (here  would  be  more  time  to  mature  so 
important  a  measure.  In  reduction,  however,  he  would 
not  lose  ai^ht  of  sufficient  protection  to  otir  infunt  manu- 
factures. He  shotild  be  in  favor  of  first  abolishing  the 
duties  on  nich  artictes  u  were  of  prime  necessity  with 
the  poorer  elan  of  our  population,  ^mong  these,  salt 
held  ■  prominent  place,  and  it  had  been  with  great  pleas- 
ure that  be  had  voted  to  strike  out  the  duty  with  which 
it  wa»  burdened.  In  that  respect,  the  bill  was  highly  ac- 
ceptable to  him. 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  observing  that  he  should  vote 
for  the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  having 
it  amended  in  the  manner  he  liad  now  briefly  explained, 
ir  he  failed  in  that  effurt,  h;  should  then  vote  aigainit  the 

Sassage  of  the  bill,  in  the  hope  that  the  nibjeot  would 
a  resumed  at  the  next  session,  when  it  might  be  arrang- 
ed with  that  deliberation  and  cvlmnes*  which  its  great 
importance  %o  eminently  demanded. 

Hr.  KNIGHT  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instruc- 
tions to  strike  out  common  s^lt,  stone  and  porceUin  ware, 
palm-leaf  brooms*  button  moulds,  tinned  and  japanned 
aaddlery,  and  spirits  made  from  vinous  materials;  which 
notion  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  folbwsi 

TiAi— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davi%  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks, 
Knight,  JtlcKean,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Kobbins,  Southard, 
Spenee,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster — 30. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cutlibert,  Ewing  of 
Illinois  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Houton,  Nicholas, 
Nilea,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rivet,  Robinson,  Buggies, 
Sevier,  Strange  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Wright— 37. 
The  bilt-wat  then  passed,  by  the  following  votes 
Yras— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Urown,  Cuthberl, Ewing 
of  Illinois,  Pulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  MoHton,  Nicholas, 
Nilea,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Uives,  Buggies,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmidge,  Walker,  While,  Wright— 27. 

N&TB— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
DavIs,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Ht>ndricks,  Knight,  McKean, 
Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Bubinson,  Suutbard, 
Spence,  Tipton,  Tomlinson — 18. 

After  trsimcting  some  other  business. 
The  Senate  proceedt-d- to  the  cunsidcratioa  of  exec* 
ulivefBsiness;  after  which. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

M0V04T,  PSBBUAXT  37. 

Hr.  KBN  r  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Johk 
S.  Spisck,  re-elected  a  United  Slates  Senator,  by  the 
Legislature  of  Miry  land,  for  six  years  from  and  after  the 
3d  of  March  next . 

Mr.  PULTON  presented  the  credentiala  of  the  Hon. 
AHnaoBE  H.  Sarin,  appointed  a  Senator,  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Arkansas,  to  fill  the  vacancy  that  will  occur  on 
the  4Ui  of  March  next,  for  the  term  of  nx  yean. 

Mr.  WEBS  TER  expresied  hta  doubts  as  to  the  conati- 
tutionslity  of  making  an  appointment,  no  vacancy  hav- 
ing occurred. 

Mr.  FULTON  remarked  that  he  and  his  colleague 
were  aware  uf  this  difficulty  t  but  be,  (Mr.  P.,}  supposing 
that  it  would  be  a  matter  fur  the  next  Senate  to  act 
'Upon,  presented  the  credentials  under -that  impressiun. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  was  not  fur  the  SenatF  to  con- 
aider  the  qualifications  of  Senators  elected  to  the  next 
Congress.    That  Congress  must  act  on  this  subject.  . 

Mr.  SBVIEB  said  that  he  had  very  great  doubt  uf  the 
legality  of  the  appointment,  aifll  did  not  at  all  doubt  the 
patriotic  motives  which  inftuenced  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts in  expressing  hinaelf  as  he  had  done.  Mr.  S. 
cared  not  how  the  oiattet  should  be  dccidcdf  one  way 
or  tbc  other. 


Mr.  WEBSTER  waa  aure  that  the  honorable  Senator 
waa  very  indifTerent  as  to  bow  the  question  might  be  de* 
cided,  and  would  give  him  credit  aa  to  his  motives  in  in- 
timating that  there  might  be  some  irregularity  in  the 

proceeding. 

Mr.  SEVIER  ezpreaied  himwlf  quite  aadsfied  with 
the  course  pursued  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mas- 
achusetts. 

[No  action  was  bad  cm  the  subject] 

UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  Uke  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on  the  iubject  v/S  our 
relations  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  WALKER  hoped  that  the  resolution  lubmittedby 
him  for  the  acknowledgment  of  tint  independence  of 
Texas,  more  than  two  montlis  ago,  and  which  had  been 
so  often  postponed  to  make  way  for  other  maltera* 
would  h»ve  the  precedence. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  PRESTON,  CAL- 
HOUN, BUCHANAN,  and  WALKER. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  had  come  up  in  its  regular  order,  and 
must  be  first  considered,  unless  poatpmied  by  a  vtrte  of 
the  Senate. 

Hr.  PRESTON  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Texasi 
which  motion  was  neg.ttived:  Yeas  9,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  and  aaid  that  he  supposed  the  only 
question  which  would  be  presented  to  the  Senate  would 
be  upon  the  reiolution.  He  had  risen  merely  to  say 
that  he  concurred  with  the  other  ^ntlemen  who  com- 
posed the  committee,  upon  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion. He  agreed  with  the  real  of  his  colleaguer,  lhat  the 
controversy  with  Mexico  had  made  out  no  case  justi- 
fying a  resort  to  war  or  for  the  issuing  of  reprisals)  and 
iie  thought  lhat  renewed  efforts  should  be  made  to  ob- 
tain redress,  before  it  should  become  necessary  to  de- 
clare war  against  Mexico  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  in- 
terestaof  the  country.  He  felt  himself  bound  toMy,that 
whilst  be  concurred  with  the  committee,  which  he  be* 
lieved  wu  unanimous  in  adopting  the  resulution,  he  did 
not  agree  entirely  with  the  body  of  the  report.  He 
thouglit  the  case  was  made  out  rather  stronger  against 
Mexico  than  the  correspondence  of  the  Government  with 
that  country  justified.  And  he  must  say,  in  all  candor 
and  truth,  that  the  departure  of  our  representative  from 
Mexico,  under  the  circumstnneea^  was  harsh,  abiupt* 
and  unnecessary.  A  long  letter  had  been  addressed,  in 
pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  Department  of  StatCt 
by  the  Americun  charge  d'affaires,  to  the  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  in  Mexico,  and  which  bore  date  some 
lime  in  December  last,  and  embraced  a  great  variety  of 
claims  in  respect  to  which  information  was  to  be  pro> 
cured,  and  procured,  too,  from  remote  part)  of  Mexico. 
Some  delay,  in  consequence,  took  place,  on  the  part  of 
the  Menean  minister,  in  sending  his  reply  to  our<Aar^< 
d'affaires.  When  we  came  to  examine  the  reply  with 
canil  >r  and  fairnew,  in  respect  to  which  some  of  our 
claims  were  admitted,  and  concerning  others  more  in- 
formation was  required,  the  Senate  woukl  think,  he  pre- 
sumed, that  there  had  been  more  precipitation  than  was 
necessary,  on  tite  part  of  our  minister.  Well,  it  was  in 
this  state  of  things  lhat  he  Portly  after  demanded  hii 
pasaporla  and  came  home. 

Now,  he  (Ur.  C.)  ihought-that  auch  were  the  etrcum. 
stances  then  existing,  that  our  charge  might  have  wait- 
ed further  instructions!  and,  if  he  had  delayed  his  de- 
parture, the  Mexican  Government  would  probably  have 
been  able  to  furnish  him  with  further  information.  He 
would  have  heard  what  they  thought  of  the  letter  from 
our  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to  tb%  final  disposition  of 
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oar  Government  in  regard  to  the  occupation  of  the  Hex- 
iein  territory  near  the  Sabine,  and  which  had  oecaaioned 
10  much  unpleasantnesa.  While  up,  Mr.  C.  would  take 
the  opportunity  of  nyin^  that  lie  did  not  concur  in  all 
the  reaioninga  or  the  committee  as  tu  the  publication  of 
a  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Gorosttza,  the  Mexican  enroy  ex- 
traordinary. He»  (Mr.  C.,)  however,  would  aay  that  it 
«M  a  great  diptooMtic  irregularity)  hut  he  did  nut  think 
It  made  out  a  caie  Tor  war,  or  Tor  any  wrious  diaturbance. 
It  waa  not  an  unusual  cace.  He  recollected  an  instance 
which  occurred  while  the  American  commisiionera 
were  at  Ghent,  in  1814,  at  a  most  critical  sUte  of  the 
negotiation — when  it  hung,  as  it  were,  on  a  balance,  and 
when  it  wasexiftmely  doubtful  whether  there  would  not 
be  a  rapture.  Mr.  C.  here  related  that  while  he  was 
at  Ghent,  treating  with  Lord  Gambler  and  ibe  other 
Britidl  commitsi oners,  a  publication  from  the  United 
8tale%  containing  the  correspondence  between  the  Got* 
crnmenta  of  the  Uniird  States  and  Great  Britain,  found 
ita  way  there.  Lord  Qambier,  having  seen  it,  exprirssed 
fail  surprise  to  Mr.  C.  that  his  Government  should  have 
given  publicity  to  ibis  correspnndencr,  and  aaid  he 
could  not  see  how  they  could  justify  the  act.  The  other 
commisaioners  were  equally  displeased  at  the  occurrence. 
Mr.  C.  then  explained  to  them  that  the  course  which 
bad  been  adopteid  was  one  growing  out  of  the  peculiar 
■truoture  of  this  Government,  and  which  the  people  here 
demanded  of  their  servants.  He  (Mr.  C.)  mentioned 
this  to  show  that  what  Mr.  Gorostiza  had  dune  waa  a 
thing  not  unexampled.  It  would  be  recollected  that 
but  (be  other  day,  Mr.  Pageot,  just  before  embarking 
for  France  from  Mew  York,  published  the  letter  of  the 
Duede  Bn^lie.  Mr.  Psgeot  had  taoee  returned  to  this 
country*  and  been  received  ft-ankly,  and  without  any  in- 
timation of  d'rflsatisfaction  on  the  part  of  our  Government. 
And  he  (Mr.  C.)  hsd  no  more  doubt  of  the  fact  than  of 
hia  standing  on  that  floor  at  that  moment,  that  there  had 
been  information  conveyed  through  some  channel,  vtR- 
cial  or  unofficiat,  to  France,  that  Mr.  Pagcot's  return  (o 
the  United  States  would  be  welcomed,  without  any  dis- 
eleasure  being  ahown  towards  him  in  regard  to  his  hav- 
ing published  the  letter  of  the  Due  de  Brogliei  olher- 
wlM»  the  French  Government  would  not  have  aent  him  to 
tbla  country.  Had  Mr.  Goroatiza  not  known  the  fact  of 
this  publication,  he  probably  would  not  have  pursued 
the  example  set  him. 

Mr.  C.  admitted  that  Mr.  Gorottiza's  conducf,in  pub- 
lishing the  pamphlet  he  did,  was  decidedly  »rnnp,  and 
highly  reprehensiblet  but,  as  he  had  before  said,  it  waa 
not,' in  his  opinion,  an  offence  justifying  war.  The 
pamphlet  had  produced  no  impression,  and  had  done  no 
mischieftand  he  thought  the  Secretary  of  State  had  acted 
highly  wrong  to. make  it  a  subject  of  communication  to 
the  Mexican  Government.  WhiUt,  however,  Mr.  C. 
disagreed  with  the  committee  as  to  some  parts  of  the  re- 
port, he  concurred  entirely  with  them  in  regard  to  (he 
restdulion,  and  loped  it  would  obtain  the  unanimous  con< 
sent  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  but  a  few  remaiks  to 
make  upon  this  aubject,  in  addition  to  those  contained  in 
the  report  oF  the  Committee  on  Foreign  RrIation!>.  He 
ftit  gratified  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  con- 
curred with  the  other  members  uf  the  committee  ir.  a 
large  portion  of  their  report,  and  that  he  would  sustain 
the  resolution  with  which  it  concluded.  The  justice  of 
the  Senator's  remarks  in  regard  to  the  withdrawal  of 
Mr.  Ellis  from  Mexico  would  be  palpable,  if  no  demand 
had  ever  been  made  upon  the  Mexican  Government  fur 
the  redress  of  our  grievances  previous  to  his  letter  of 
September,  1836,  tu  Mr.  Monasterio.  Rut  the  case 
was  far  difTerent.  This  demand  was  not  then  made  fur 
the  firat  time.  On  the  contrary,  year  after  year,  time 
after  time,  whenever  we  sustained  injuriei^  wc  hadasked 


tor  redressi  tet  our  reclamations,  in  almost  every  in* 
Mancr,  had  been  evaded,  and  redress  had  been  withheld , 
Mr.  Ellis's  letter  of  the  36th  September  wss,  therefore, 
but  a  mere  summing  up  of  our  causes  of  complaint — an 
enumeration  of  demands  which  had  been  previously 
made  against  the  Mexican  Govemmeni.  That  Govern- 
ment ought  to  have  been  prepared  to  yield  us  prompt 
redress,  or  at  least  to  have  expressed  their  wiHingncsu 
to  do  so,  as  soon  as  they  possibly  could.  He  thought 
Mr.  Ellia,  tn  withdrawing  from  Mexico,  had  obeyed  his 
instructions,  both  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  letter.  His 
opinion  upon  this  point  waa  very  decided.  He  abould 
not  have  said  another  word  upon  the  subject,  but  for  a 
commentary  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  qn  Foreign 
Kelations,  which  had  appeared  in  a  morning  paper. 
This  article  proceeded  from  a  source  which  «ef  rocd  to 
render  a  passing  notice  of  it  neeeseary. 

The  President,  'm  fats  message,  after  expresaing  bis 
opinion  of  the  aggravated  wrongs  which  wc  bad  suffitrcd 
from  Mexico,  in  which  the  commitiee  entirely  concurred, 
recommended  that  an  act  shoulJ  be  passed  auihorizirg  re- 
prisals, if,  after  making  another  demsnd,  the  Htxican 
Government  should  refuse  to  come  to  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment  of  the  matters  in  controversy.  He  expressed  bis  en- 
tire willingness,  however,  to  co-operate  with  Congress  in 
any  other  course  which  ^ould  be  deemed  honorable  and 
proper.  Under  any  circumstances.  It  waa  a  matter  of  ex- 
treme delicacy  for  Congreu  to  confer  upon  ihe  Execu- 
tive the  power  of  making  reprisals,  upon  a  future  con- 
tingency. He  would  not  say  that  casea  might  nut  occur 
which  would  justify  such  a  proceeding.  These,  if  they 
should  ever  happen,  would  establish  a  rule  for  them- 
selves. Unless  an  immediate  and  overruling  neceasity 
existed,  wfaicfa  could  brook  no  delay,  it  wasalways  safer 
and  more  constitutional  to  take  the  opitiion  of  Congrcta 
upon  events  after  they  had  hsppened,  than  to  iotrutt  a 
pou:er  so  important  to  the  President  alone . 

The  committer,  under  all  Ihe  circumstances,  did  net 
believe  that  our  existing  relations  with  Mexico  prtsenitd 
such  a  case.  I'hey  knew  that  Geneial  Santa  Anna,  nbose 
life  had  been  justly  forfeited,  but  which  bad  been  resto- 
red to  bim  by  the  magnanimity  of  the  Gorminient  vf 
Texa%  had  recently  arrived  at  Washingtont  that  be  l>ad 
been  sent  home  in  a  Government  vessel  of  Ibe  United 
Statcti  and  that  there  waa  every  reason  to  belierc  h  s  ar- 
rival would  be  bailed  by  (he  Mexicans  with^^,  and 
that  he  would  khortl^  be  restored  to  the  presideccy  i.f  the 
Republic.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  was  but  reasct- 
able  to  hope  that  he  would  feel  disposed  to  render  to 
Ibis  cduntry  the  justice  which  was  our  due:  and  that, 
tfaereforr,  it  was  neither  expedient  nor  necessary,  at  the 
present  moment,  to  authorize  any  decisive  measuTc  of  a 
hostile  character. 

Again:  The  committee  were  unanimously  of  opinicr. 
that  the  34th  article  of  our  treaty  with  Mexico  required 
that  a  dtmand  should  be  made,  under  its  provisions,  be- 
fore resorting  either  to  war  or  to  reprisals.  I'hta  arti- 
cle waa  one  of  a  peculiar  nature.  It  might  have  bcrn 
impolitic  to  agree  to  it  at  iirsit  but  it  wsa  now  a  part  cf 
our  treaty,  and  its  requisitions  mufct  be  held  sacred. 
Here  Mr.  B.  read  from  Ihe  article,  as  follows:  **Tliirdly. 
If  (what  indeed  caiiiiut  be  (xpecled)  any  of  llie  ar- 
ticles contained  in  the  present  treaty  shall  be  violated 
or  infracted  in  any  manner  whatever,  it  is  stipulated  thai 
neither  of  the  contiacting  parlies  will  order  or  autliorire 
any  acts  uf  reprisal,  nor  declare  war  against  the  other, 
on  complaints  uf  injuriea  or  damages,  until  ibe  said  p»r- 
ty  conaidering  ilsell  clfended  shall  fiist  bate  picsenud 
to  the  oilier  a  statement  of  such  injuries  or  I'anipes 
verified  by  competent  ptoofs,  and  demanded  juhtTce  art! 
satisfaction,  and  the  same  shall  have  been  either  rtfa»«d 
or  unreasonably  delayed." 

This  language  was  loo  plain  tiu|)c  misunderatcoil.  It 
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WM  true  U»t  it  did  not  extend  to  direct  inauUs  to  the 
national  honor — such  u  violaliona  of  our  fla^t  oppro- 
brious ftnd  injurioua  conduct  towards  our  consula.  But 
the  committee  were  very  cletr  and  unanimous  in  their 
opinion,  that  whea  pecuniary  dRoatgea  were  SQUgbt  by 
our  citixens,  for  peouniarjr  injuries  luilatned*  in  violt- 
.  tion  of  any  article  of  the  treaty,  before  we  could  redress 
those  injuries  by  repriesls,  a  previous  demand  ^nuut  be 
made,  m  pursuance  of  its  provisions.  On  this  point, 
there  could  scarcely  be  two  opinions. 

The  treaty  required  something  more  than  a  mere  pre- 
sentation of  the  complaints  of  individuals  to  the  Mexican 
GovernmenS  through  the  agency  of  our  minister  to  Mex- 
ico. Our  Government  must  be  the  judge,  in  the  first 
instance,  of  the  injuriea  requiring  redress.  We  must 
dee^e  this  question  onraelvet.  We  are  then  bound  to 
preMnt  a  sutement  of  such  injuries  and  damages  to  the 
Mexican  Government,  verified  by  competent  proofs. 
That  such  a  demand  under  the  treaty  had  never  been 
tnade  hitherto,  must  be  apparent  to  all  those  who  have 
read  the  correspondence.  Throughout  the  whole  of  it, 
tbia  article  does  not  seem  to  have  attracted  any  atten- 
tion. That  it  waa  not  within  the  contemplation  of  Hr. 
Forsyth,  when  he  addressed  the  letter  of  mstructions  to 
Mr.  Ellis  of  the  20tb  of  July  last,  will  appear  conclusive- 
ly from  that  letter  itself.  After  enumerating  our  causes 
of  complaint  against  the  Mexican  GovAikment,  he  says: 
"Though  the  Department  is  not  in  possession  of  proof 
of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  wrongs  done  in  the  above 
cases,  as  represented  by  the  aggrieved  partiea,  yet 
the  complaints  are  socb  as  to  entitle  them  to  be  listened 
to,  and  to  justify  a  demand  on  the  Mexican  Government 
that  they  shall  be  promptly  and  properly  examined,  and 
thatsutUble  redress  shall  be  afforded." 

The  committee  believed  tbit  it  would  require  several 
months  to  enable  the  Department  of  Slate  to  collect  the 
necessary  proofs  for  the  purpose  of  verirying  each  of 
the  privste  claims  of  our  ciUzenD,  and  to  make  the  de^ 
mand  according  to  the  treaty.  All  the  necessary  forms 
can  prdiably  not  be  complied  with  until  within  two  or 
three  months  of  the  meeting  of  the  next  Congress. 
They  therefore  thought  it  much  better  to  wsit  this 
brief  apace,  and  refer  the  whole  question  to  Congress^ 
than  to  authorize  the  President  immediately  to  issue  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal,  in  case  the  answer  of  the 
MeAan  Guvernment  should  not  prove  satisfactory.  Af- 
ter this  demand  shall  have  been  made,  and  the  answer  of 
the  Mexican  Government  received,  the  whole  case  will 
then  be  before  Congress  in  a  clear  and  distinct  form.  If 
that  Gorernnient  should  refuse  to  do  us  justice,  be  could 
Dot  doubt  but  that  Congress  would  adopt  prompt  meas- 
ures for  vindicating  the  honor  of  the  American  flag  and 
asserting  the  just  rights  of  our  injured  felluw-cilizens. 

He  should  have  been  wilting  to  use  stonger  language 
in  the  i;psolution  appended  to  the  report,  but  he  believ- 
ed it  was  now  presented  in  the  best  form.  Whilst  ne- 
gotiation continued,  it  was  not  politic  to  use  the  language 
of  menace.  Still  he  thotight,  from  the  report  and  the 
reaolution,  taken  together,  the  Mexican  Government 
oould  not  fail  to  perceive  the  determination  of  that  of 
the  United  States  to  enforce,  in  tlie  most  prompt  and 
cneivetic  manner,  the  redress  of  all  our  grievances. 

When  Mr.  Bvchanas  concluded,  the  question  was 
taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Kelations,  and  decided  as  fullows; 

Yus— Messrs.  Kiyard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Bu- 
cbanan.  Clay,  Clayton,  CriUenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis  Ew- 
ing  of  Illinois  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Kine  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn, 
Lfon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nilec,  Norvell,  Page, 
Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  nobbins,  Robinson, 
Buggies,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange,  Swifl,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Tomlinton,  Walker,  Wall,  Webtter,  While, 
Wright-46. 


So  it  was 

Rttohed,  unanimouily.  That  the  Senate  concur  in 
opinion  with  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  that 
another  demand  ought  to  be  made  for  the  redress  of  our 
grievances  from  the  Mexican  Government,  the  mode  and 
manner  of  which,  under  the  34tb  article  of  the  treaty,  ao 
far  as  it  may  be  applicable,  are  properly  confided  to  hia 
discretion.  They  cannot  doubt,  from  the  Justice  of  our 
claims,  that  this  demand  will  result  in  speedy  redresit 
but  should  they  be  disappointed  in  this  reasonable  ex- 
pectation, a  state  of  things  will  then  have  occurred 
which  will  make  it  the  imperative  duty  of  Congress 
promptly  to  consider  what  further  measures  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  the  rights  of  our 
injured  lellow-citixens. 

TEXAS. 

Hr.  WALKER  moved  the  consideration  of  his  reso< 
lulion  for  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  postpone  its  consideration 
to  Fridayt  and  a  desultory  conversation  took  place  upon 
the  motion,  which  was  finally  modified  by  inserting  Wed- 
nesday next,  and  carried,  by  yeaa  and  nays,  aa  follows: 

Ysis — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Bachanan,  Clayton, 
Davis.  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Geor- 
gia, Knifj^t,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nile*,  Page,  Prentiss,  Rub* 
bins,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Toni' 
linson.  Wall,  Webnter,  Wright— 35. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois  Fulton,  Hendricks, 
Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholaii,  Norvell,  Parker,  Preston, 
Hives,  Robinson,  Spence,  Strange,  Walker,  White— 31. 

ALABAMA  TWO  PER  CENT.  FUND. 

The  bill  to  advance  $1,000,000,  on  the  two  per  cent, 
land  fund,  to  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  re* 
spectively,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  MOORE  said  be  had  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  in  relation  to  a  great  work 
now  in  contemplation,  to  unite  Mobile  witb  the  waters 
of  the  Tennessee.  He  regretted  extremely  that  the 
Commitlee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  this  memorial  was 
referred,  had  overlooked  the  liews  of  that  Legislature 
entirely,  and  had  reported  the  bill  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate, without  a  due  regard  to  their  views.  He  had  no 
objections  that  Mississippi  should  dispose  of  her  two 
per  cent,  fund  in  any  manner  that  she  and  her  represent- 
atives might  Ihink  properj  but  he  had  objections  to  the 
refui-al  ol  the  same  privilege  to  the  State  of  Alabama. 
He  therefore  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  for  the 
present,  preferring  to  run  the  risk  of  being  misrepre- 
sented as  illiberal,  to  that  of  being  unfaithful  lo  the  io- 
terests  of  bis  constituents. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  WALKER  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nayst  which  were  ordered,  and  w«re  taken,  as  lollows: 

YxAS— Meur:.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Davis,  Ewirtgof  Ohio,  Hendricks.  Hubbard,  Knight, 
Linn,  Muore,  Uouton,  NichoUs,  Niles,  Psge,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Robbina^  HuggleWt  Southard,  Swift,  Talhmidgr, 
Tipton,  Tomlintwi,  Webater,  White— 37. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Crittenden, 
Fulton,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Lyon,  Nuivell,  Parker, 
Hives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange,  Walker— 16. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  ou  the  table. 

JOHN  MCCARTNEY. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McCartney  coming  up 
on  its  third  reading, 

Mr.  UOOKE,  «f  Alabama,  addresbed  the  Cliair  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  President:  The  history  of  this  claim  may  be  gath- 
ered by  attention  to  the  memorial  and  reports  that 
have  been  made  by  committees  in  both  branches  of  the 
National  Legislature.  A  ^ketcb  of  the  meritorious  char. 
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RCter  of  ihe  claim»nt  may  also  be  obuined  from  nme  of 
the  accompanying  vouchers.  And,  sir,  I  would  not  feel 
thmt  I  had  discharged  my  entire  duty  to  this  worthy  old 
grntlcmant  were  I  to  omit  to  sdd  my  teatimony  in  fiTor 
of  his  entire  honesty,  integrity,  and  correct  deportment, 
for  about  twenty-seven  yrars,  during  which  time  I  have 
known  him  intimately. 

Mr.  McCartney  tella  yon  in  hia  memorial  that  be  is 
one  of  that  g«l)iint  band,  pf  which  but  few  now  remain, 
who  perilled  every  ttiintj*  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  for 
the  liberty  we  now  enjoyi  and  t  can  testify  (o  one  fact 
in  support  of  this  position  also,  fur  it  is  known  to  me 
that  he  is  now  enjoying  the  smill  pittance  given  for  bis 
vBlor  and  sufTering,  by  a  grateful  country,  in  the  way  of 
a  pension. 

This  claim  was  first  presented  in  lite  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, by  me,  in  1823  or  1823;  it  was  referred  to  the 
Commiitee  on  Indian  Affairs,  at  the  head  of  which  the 
diiitinguishid  member  from  Tennessee,  Genera)  Cook, 
then  presided  as  chairman,  who,  at  that  time,  was  »  very 
iiiHuentiil  member  of  the  party  called  the  radicals  or  re< 
fonnersf  and  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  hii- 
tory  of  the  times  I  need  not  say  that  that  gentleman  had 
acquired  a  reputation  for  thorough  investigation  into  all 
claims,  and  a  rigid  watchfulness  over  the  public  treasure, 
which  none  except  the  Third  Auditor,  (Mr.  Hagner,) 
wlio,  I  believe,  is  one  among  the  best  officers  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Government,  ever  enjoyed.  It  was  prover- 
bial then  with  that  gentleman,  as  it  is  now  with  Mr. 
Ilagner,  that  whenever  any  claim  has  passed  the  ordeal 
of  his  investigation,  and  was  approved^  no  one  dared  to 
doubt  its  propriety  and  justice.  That  gentleman,  at  that 
time,  when'a  large  public  debt  was  hanging  over  Ihe 
Gorernmenf,  and  economy  the  order  of  the  day,  made  a 
favorable  report  in  McCartney's  case,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief,  which  pa^'Sed  the  Huusc  of  Represent- 
atives. 1  have  felt  it  my  duly  to  present  the  claim  here 
every  Mssion  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  here. 
It  has  paated  and  repassed  here,  but  has  halted  and 
been  Imt  in  the  [Iou«e  fur  want  of  time  or  other  cutind- 
crations.  Well,  sir,  having  said  thus  much  us  regards 
the  history  of  the  claim,  what  are  the  grounJa  upon 
which  it  is  attempted  to  be  resisteti' 

Sir,  according  to  Ihe  views  given  hy  the  lionnrable 
Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Swift,]  and  Ihe  views  of 
others  in  oppi>8ilion  heretofore,  it  does  appear  lo  me  that 
this  opposition  rests  more  upon  mtre  legal  technicalities 
than  upon  any  broad  principle  of  propriety,  supported 
by  equily  and  justice.  It  is  alleged  that  the  officer  who 
took  and  carrird  away  McCartney's  property,  iitthoufib 
be  acted  in  obedience  lo  an  order  issued  from  the  com- 
manding general,  was  a  trespasser,  the  order  illegal, 
therefore  void,  and  the  officer  liable.  Nov,  s-r,  to  say 
nothing  as  lo  the  impraclic^bilily  and  impossibillly  of 
McCartney's  obtaining  redress  in  this  way,  when  the  offi- 
cer was  stationed  at  a  garrison,  out  of  the  jttrifdietion  of 
the  court,  kt  ua  take  for  granted  all  this  lo  be  ao,  and 
iuppoke,  fur  argument  aake,  that  Mr.  McCartney,  instead 
of  presenting  his  claim  to  Congress  had  brought  suit 
against  Lieutenant  Hotiston  fof  this  trespass,  committed 
ill  obedience  to  the  order  issued  by  General  Jackson,  and 
ttippnse  he  had  recovered  damsgis  agalnat  Hou!>top, 
would  not  Houston  have  made  an  immediate  application 
to  Congress  for  iiidemnily'  And  would  any  Senator 
have  hesitated  for  a  moment  as  to  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing the  indemnity'  No,  sir)  no.  If,  thrn,  we  would 
have  indemnified  Houston,  as  I  am  fully  persuaded  every 
Senator  would  have  done,  where,  then,  is  the  imprnpri- 
(ty  of  giving  McCartney  relief  in  Ihe  fira!  inslance? 

Indemnity  has  been  given  for  IreRpasses  committed  un- 
der somewhat  similar  circumstances  in  the  Nortbwesurn 
army.  The  biutute  book  will  prove  this  to  be  so.  But, 
Mr.  President,  this  ofBcer  acted  merely  as  a  ministerial 


agent.  He  had  no  discretionary  powersj  be  did  nolhine 
more  than  he  was  commanded  to  do;  and  the  Gofen. 
men!  is  surely  liable  for  Ihe  acts  of  its  agent.  |t  doei 
not  follow,  that  because  the  agent  is  liable  the  Govern- 
ment  is  not  also  liable.  And,  sir,  in  this  case,  the  pert 
principle  of  civil  liberty  requires  that  the  agenl  nd 
Government  both  should  be  liable.  The  rights  of  the 
citizen  cannot  be  secure  without  this  joint  Inbility  of 
both  the  Government  and  its  agent.  Let  the  princtple 
be  but  once  established  that  this  Government  may  it 
will,  by  its  agents,  violate  Ihe  property  of  the  citliro, 
without  being  riesponaible  for  such  violation,  and  tbtre 
can  be  no  security  for  private  property.  All  that  wiK 
be  necessary  to  enforce  a  perfect  despotism  will  be  fbr 
the  Government  to  employ  agents  destitute  of  property, 
and  therefore  irresponsible,  and  make  any  wanted  it- 
tack  upon  the  property  of  the  citizen,  the  agent  pro- 
tecting himself  behind  bis  bankruptcy,  which  will  be  i 
complete  shield,  as  far  as  be  ia  concerned,  and  the  citi- 
zen without  redress.  'This  joint  reiponsibility,  x\nn- 
fore,  of  both  Ihe  agent  and  the  Government,  is  the  Hfe- 
guard  of  the  liberty  of  the  American  citizen,  and  1  hope 
will  not  be  lightly  abandoned  by  an  AmerieaD  Senale. 

The  queaticm  was  then  taken  on  the  engrouKnt  of 
the  bill,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 
After  going  through  several  other  bills. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  it  was 
itttolvedf  That  the  Senate,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  session,  take  a  recess  from  three  o'clock  to  half  put 
four. 

The  Senate  then  broke  up,  to  meet  again  at  half  put 
four. 

GvKSiirQ  Szasiow. 

The  Senate  met,  pursuant  to  adjinimmcnit  and,  aricr 
taking  up  and  considering  several  bills,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  to  remunerate  Captain  Francis  Allyn 
for  conveying  GenL-ral  Lafayette  to  the  United  Slslev,  in 
1824. 

This  bill  proposed  to  allow  $4,000  to  the  captain  and 
owners  of  the  ship  Cadmus,  fur  bringing  over  General 
I^fayelte  lo  this  country.  The  captain  relinqiiiiheil hii 
place  in  the  Havre  line,  and  procured  a  ship  on  bb  o«i 
reBpopbibilily,  and  was  at  expenses  in  gcnng  to  Paris 

The  bill  was  warmly  opposed,  as  opprobrious  ii)  if 
character;  it  wds  making  a  commodity  of  the  honor  (rf 
having  tendered  to  the  General  bis  passage.  TbeovD' 
ers  had  loud  prsises  al  the  time  for  their  libeialilyi 
yet  now  came  to  Congress  for  pay. 

It  was  contended,  on  the  other  hand,  that  th'ScapUln 
had  been  at  large  private  expenses,  for  which  he  ought 
lo  be  remunerated.  It  did  not  appear  that  tbeowncrt 
bad  ever  requested  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

After  a  desultory  debate, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  tbe  libit, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  najsj  which  -were  taken,  uA 
stuod:  YeaB22,  nays  18. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  tible,  but  afierwardirf- 
considered,  and,  after  amendment,  was  agreed  lo, 
ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

HALL'S  RIFLE. 

Tlie  bill  to  remunerate  Captain  John  H.  Hall,  fi» 
provemenla  in  firearms,  being  under  conuderaiion, 

Mr.  DAVIS  desired  to  know  Ihe  merits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  TIPTON  aatd  that  he  would  slate,  in  a  fev  wordi, 
the  reason  which  had  iiifluenced  the  Con.mittee  on  Milj- 
lary  Affairs  In  rtport  this  bill  in  favor  of  J.  H.  Hw'- 
That  ii.dividual  was  the  inventor  of  the  rifle  comiDon'/ 
called  Hall's  rifl  ■,  which  bad  been  introduced  and  ei- 
tenaively  used  in  Ihe  army  of  the  United  Stales.  Beli>re 
this  descripiion  of  arms  had  been  put  into  the  hands  « 
our  floldierp,  ihey  had  undergone  a  rigid  examinsuoii, 
and  were  proved  by  boards  of  ofiieen  at  ForUcn  Nod> 


Digitized  by 


Google 


989 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


990 


Fib.  27,  5837.] 


HaWe  RiJU. 


roe,  GreenleapB  Point,  and  Harper's  Ferry,  and  were 
approved  by  the  able  and  experienced  officer  at  Ihe  head 
of  ihe  ordnance  department,  (Colonel  Bomford.)  Re- 
ports had  been  made  by  (hese  boarda  of  offieera>  among 
whom  were  General  Bustis,  Colonel  Crane,  and  Major 
Hickman;  all  of  whom,  as  well  as  Colonel  Bomford,  con- 
cur in  bearing  testimony  in  favor  of  the  rifle. 
The  board  convened  at  Fortress  Monroe  slated  that,  in 

long  ranges  of  ,  although  the  rifles  were  fired 

with  the  usual  charge  of  powder,  viz:  two  eighths  the 
weight  of  thi^r  bullet,  and  Ihe  muiketa  with  the  increas- 
ed proportion  of  two  fifths  the  weight  of  the  ball,  the 
relaltve  execution  was  found  to  be  in  favor  of  Hall's  ri- 
flet  that,  after  having  undergone  8,710  discharges,  the 
rifle  appeared  to  be  in  m  fit  condition  for  service,  consid- 
ering the  severe  proof  to  which  it  had  been  subjected; 
that  it  was  equal  lo  the  service  of  sixteen  active  cam- 
paigns; and  that  further  proof  was  convidered  unneces- 
sary, and  was  consequently  discontinued. 

Captaio  Hall  was  also  the  inventor  of  machinery  for  the 
identical  construction  of  Ihe  different  parti  of  firearms^ 
He  had  accomplished  what  no  other  mechanic  had  been 
able  to  accomplish  in  this  or  any  other  country — the  iden- 
tical construction  of  firearms.  This  name  had  been 
given  to  the  parts  of  firearms  which  were  all  perfectly 
equal,  and  made  with  such  uniformity  that,  after  dis- 
muunting  any  number  of  (hese  gun^  and  mixing  thett 
different  parts  promiscuously  together,  we  were  able, 
from  the  confused  masi  of  materials,  to  form  a  perfectly 
fitted  arm  with  the  utmost  facility,  and  without  regard  lo 
the  particular  stocks  from  which  the  mountings  had  been 
stripped.  As  evidence  that  Captain  Hall  had  accomplish- 
ed this  most  desirable  object,  he  referred  to  a  portion  of 
the  report  of  a  board  of  practical  armorers,  appointed  in 
1837,  to  examine  the  rifle  and  machinery  invented  by 
bin).   They  lay; 

"  In  making  this  examination,  our  attention  was  di- 
rected, in  the  first  place,  for  several  days,  to  viewing  the 
operations  of  the  numerous  machines  which  were  exliib- 
ited  to  us  by  the  inventor,  John  H.  Hall.  Captain  IIaII 
has  formed  and  adopted  a  system  in  the  manufacture  of 
•mall  arms  entirely  novel,  and  which,  no  doubt,  may  be 
attended  with  the  most  beneficial  results  to  the  country, 
especially  if  carried  into  cfliect  on  a  tai^e  scale. 

*<Hii  maehinei  for  this  purpose  are  of  several  distinct 
classea,  and  are  used  for  cutting  iron  and  steel,  and  for 
executing  wood  work,  all  of  which  are  essenlially  dif- 
ferent from  each  other,  and  differ  malerially  from  any 
other  machines  we  havaever  seen  in  any  other  establish- 
ment. 

"Their  general  merits  and  demerits,  when  contrasted 
with  the  several  machines  hitherto  in  general  use  fur  the 
tnanufaciure  of  small  arm%  will,  perhaps,  be  better  un- 
derstood by  pointing  out  the  difference  of  the  results 
produced  by  them,  than  by  any  very  aceurate  descrip- 
tion sf  the  machines  themsctves. 

*'U!a  well  known,  we  believe,  that  arms  have  never 
yet  been  made  so  exactly  similar  to  each  other,  by  any 
other  process,  as  to  require  no  marking  of  their  several 
parts,  and  so  (hat  those  parts,  on  being  changed,  would 
suit  equally  well  when  applied  to  every  other  arm,  (of 
the  same  kindO  but  the  machines  we  have  examined  ef- 
fect this  with  a  certainty  snd  precision  we  should  not 
have  believed  till  we -witnessed  their  operation. 

*' To  determine  this  point,  and  lest  their  uniformity 
beyond  all  conlroversy,  we  rt quested  Colonel  Lee,  KCt- 
■ng  B'iperintendent  of  the  United  States  armory  at  this 
place,  to  send  to  Hall's  armory  five  hoses,  containing  100 
lifles  manufactured  by  him  in  1834,  and  which  bad  been 
in  the  araenal  [United  States  arsenal]  'since  that  period. 
"We  then  directed  two  of  his  workmen  to  atrip  off  the 
vork  from  the  stocks  of  the  whole  hundred,  and  aho  to 
take  to  pieces  the  several  paru  of  (be  receiverr,  so  call- 


ed, and  scattered  them  promiscuously  over  a  long  join* 
ers'  workbench.  One  hundred  stocks  were  then  brought 
from  Hall's  armory,  which  had  been  juit  fini^ed,  and  on 
which  no  work  or  mounting  had  erer  been  put.  The 
workmen  (hen  commenced  putting  ihe  work  taken  from 
off*  the  stocks  brought  from  l  he  United  S^tes  arsenal  on 
the  100  new  stocks,  ihe  work  having  been  repeatedly 
mixed  and  changed  by  us  and  (he  workmen  a)sO{  all  this 
was  done  in  our  presence,  and  the  arms,  as.fast  as  they 
were  put  together,  were  banded  to  us  and  minutely  ex- 
amined. We  were  unable  to  discover  any  inaccuracy  in 
any  of  (heir  parts  fitting  each  other,  and  we  are  fully 
persuaded  that  the  parts  fitted,  aher  all  the  changes 
they  must  have  undergone  by  ihe  workmen,  as  well  aa 
those  made  designedly  by  us  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  days,  with  as  much  accuracy  and  correctness  as 
they  did  when  on  the  stocks  to  which  they  originally  be- 
longed. 

"  If  (he  uniformity,  therefore,  in  the  component  parts 
of  small  arms  is  an  important  deaideratum,  which,  we 
presume,  will  not  be  doubted  by  any  one  the  least  con- 
versant with  the  subject,  it  is,  in  our  opinion,  complete- 
ly accomplished  by  (he  plan  which  Captain  Hall  has  car- 
ried into  effect.  Bjr  no  other  process  known  lo  ua  (and 
we  have  seen  most,  if  not  all,  that  are  in  use  in  (he  United 
Slates)  could  arms  be  made  so  exactly  alike  aa  to  inter- 
change and  require  no  marks  on  the  different  partsi  and 
we  very  much  doubt  whether  the  best  workmen  (hat 
miy  be  selected  from  any  armory,  with  the  aid  of  the 
best  machines  in  use  elsewhere,  could,  in  a  whole  life, 
make  a  hundred  rifles  or  muskets  that  would,  after  be- 
ing promiscuously  mixed  togeiher,  fit  each  other  with 
(he  exact  nicely  that  is  to  be  found  in  those  manufactur- 
ed by  Captain  Hall." 

An  attempt  bad -been  made  by  tbe  Government  of 
France,  as  early  as  1733,  to  accomplish  the  identical  con- 
Btriietion  of  firearmsi  but  it  was  abandoned,  after  expend- 
ing a  large  amount  in  the  experiment.  The  attempt  was 
renewed  in  1785;  some  hundreds  of  sets  were  made,  but, 
on  being  subjected  to  proof,  it  was  found  that  the  arms 
were  only  simitar,  not  identical,  and  the  effort  was  again 
abandoned. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  Captain  Hall  had  spent  the  best  part 
of  a  long  life  in  the  fabrication  of  arms,  and  machinery 
connected  with  their  manufacture.  Ue  hod  obtained 
patents  for  hia  invention,  according  to  lawt  and  both  hia 
rifles  and  carbinet,  as  well  as  the  machinery  for  their 
identical  construction,  had  been  introduced  and  were 
extensively  used  in  our  armory.  The  bill  which  had 
been  reported  made  an  appropriation  of  $30,000,  to  be 
paid  to  Mr.  Had  for  the  right  of  using  his  krms  and  ma- 
chinery by  the  United  States.  A  sum  equal  to  this  had 
been  paid  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  lo  Captain  Bell,  of 
the  ordnance,  for  his  patent  right  to  his  new  mode  of 
pointing  cannont  and  he  consideied  the  improvements 
Captain  Hal)  as  a  much  more  important  inventidn. 
There  had  not  been  a  full  meeting  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee when  he  was  instructed  lo  report  the  bill.  The 
sum  fixed  on  was  the  lowest  proposed  by  any  member 
present.  He  bad  no  doubt  that,  if  ail  (he  facts  were  un- 
derttood  by  the  Senate,  a  larger  sum  would  be  voted  to 
Mr.  Ilatl.  The  statements  now  on  our  table  sustained 
ihis  opinion.  They  could  be  read,  if  any  Senator  wished 
it.  Tlie  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Hlacx]  said  there 
was  some  prejudice  against  Hall's  rifle.  Mr.  T.  said 
that  was  true.  He  had  himself  entertained  strong  pre; 
judices  unlit  ihe  arm  had  been  distributed,  and  had  come 
in(o  actual  SLTvice.  He  was  convinced  of  its  durability 
and  usefulness.  He  had  been,  as  it  were,  raised  with  a 
rifle  in  bis  hand;  and,  af^er  a  careful  exanrination  of  tbe 
one  notr  referred  to,  he  was  glad  to  state  bis  confidence 
in  ita  importance.  The  reports  of  the  different  boards 
of  ektlful  ufficen  would,  be  hoped,  convince  tbe  Senate. 
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The  Senttor  from  South  C»rnliTt»  {Sir.  Pbmtoh]  ob- 
jected to  the  MCond  section  of  the  bitl.  on  account  oF  the 
provision  it  contained  for  the  employment  of  Mr.  IIkII  in  • 
our  armory  at  Harper*!  Perry.  Mr.  H.  wit  now  em- 
ployed, he  believed,  under  a  rrKahtion  of  the  Depart- 
ment. Hiiierrices  had  been  fiiiind  IndttpenMble;  he 
hul  been  continually  roakiAg  improveinents  in  the  ma- 
chinery used  there.  IF  the  bill  passed,  the  Executive 
wsi  authorized  to  employ  Ur.  II.  at  a  salary  not  exceed- 
ing #2,500,  and  bis  servicei  could  be  diipensed  with 
whenever  the  President  or  Congest  thought  proper. 
Mr.  Hall  bad  been  offered  doable  the  amount  propoaed 
to  be  given  him  by  the  btll»  by  an  agent  of  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment,*for  leave  to  use  in  that  Government  hia  patent 
right  for  hia  tnventkmi  but  fae  had  rejected  the  proposi- 
tion, and  clioie  to  depend  on  the  justice  and  liberality  of 
his  own  Government. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  it  had  been  his  duty,  as  a  member  of 
the  Commitlee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  bring  this  subject 
before  the  Senate.  He  bad  done  so  in  a  manner  that 
would,  he  believed,  give  the  members  s  proper  under- 
itanding  of  the  case.  If,  however,  further  information 
was  called  for,  the  rest  of  the  report  could  be  read.  He 
felt,  personally,  no  solicitude  on  the  subject.  He  knew 
that  other  arms,  more  recently  inventerl,  had  been  pre- 
sented at  the  War  Department,  and  that  a  board  had 
been  directed  to  examine  and  prove  them.  But  that 
board  was  unable  to  prosecute  that  duty  satisfjctorily 
during  the  cold  weather  of  last  tnonth.  A  report  need 
not  be  expected  before  we  adjournt  and  he  would  be 
content  sliould  the  Senate  postpone  the  decision  of  this 
case  until  the  next  session,  or  determine  upon  it  at  this 
time.  He  could  not  doubt  that  the  Inventor  of  this  val- 
uable and  useful  improvement  would  one  day  be  amply 
compensated  by  our  Government. 

Mr.  PRESTON  also  explained;  but  observed  that  va- 
rious discoveries  had  been  made  nnce  the  rifle  of  Captain 
Hall,  which  might  possibly  supersede  it.  To  settle  thia 
point,  a  series  of  experiments  had  been  instituted,  and 
were  proceeding  at  this  time.  He  doubled  the  propriety 
of  pasringthebillin  the  mean  time.  He  admitted  the  merit 
of  that  part  of  Captain  Hall's  invention  by  which  the  vari- 
ous parts  of  a  muxket  were  made  so  uniformly  that  they 
might  promiscuouily  be  taken,  and  at  once  be  put  to- 
gether, and  would  fit  perfectly. 

Mr.  TIPTON  further  explained,  and  vin-licaled  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.  It  was  not  imperativei  .but  only 
permitted  the  Executive  to  employ  his  service*  as  long 
as  they  might  be  needed,  at  a  salary  nut  exceeding 
^,500  a  year. 

Mr.  LINN  testified,  from  the  result  of  experience  on 
the  Western  frontier,  to  the  merit*  of  this  rifle,*of  which 
be  spoke  in  high  terms. 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  lay  the  b'dl  on  the  tablerwhlch 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  ac< 
eordingly. 

COLONEL  ARQUCKLE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  uf  Colonel  Matthew  Arbuckle, 
of  the  United  Stales  army,  having  reference  to  certain 
land  claims  in  Louisiana,  was  considered  aa  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  explanations  of  it,  involving  various 
legal  connderations,  were  given  by  Hr.  SF.VIER  in  its 
favor,  and  by  Messrs.  PRESTON,  BLACK,  BUCHAN* 
AN,  and  FULTON,  in  opposition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUUHANAN,  the  b!ll  waa  amend- 
ed by  requiring  Colonel  Arbuckle  to  pay  |1  25  per  acre 
to  the  United  Stales  fur  the  lands  in  question,  on  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  bill;  Ayes  16,  noes  11. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  negatived,  by 
yeas  16,  nays  J7.  And  having  been  further  amended,  it 
waa  lost,  on  the  f|uestion  of  its  engrossment,  b/  yeas  Ifi^ 
nays  16. 


'After  the  consideration  of  several  other  bills. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

Tdxiiiat,  FsBBcaBz  38. 
INAUGURATION  OF  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNI- 
TED STATES. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro.  /em.  presented  a  leUer  from 
the  President  elect  of  the  United  States,  informing  the 
Senate  that  be  would  be  ready  to  Uke  the  usual  oath 
of  office  on  Saturday,  March  4,  at  13  o'clock,  noon,  at 
such  place  and  in  iuch  manner  as  the  Senate  might 
designate. 

Mr.  GBUNDY  offered  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  arrangements,  to  make  the  re- 
quisite preparations  for  administering  the  oath  to  the 
President  elect  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CLAYssid  he  would  like  to  inquire  whether  pre- 
cedents had  been  examined  on  this  subject.  He  waa 
aware  that  the  Senate  had  always  had  a  peculiar  agency 
in  this  businesst  but  he  was  not  aware  why  the  Senate 
should  act  upon  it  any  more  than  the  House,  at  why  it 
was  not  a  joint  concern.  He  remembered  that,  on  the 
first  election  of  Hr.  Monroe,  the  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate applied  to  him,  as  Speaker  of  the  House,  Tor  the  use 
of  the  c'lamber  of  the  House;  and  he  had  told  tbem  that 
he  would  put  the  chamber  in  order  for  the  ute  of  the 
Senate,  but  the  control  of  it  he  did  not  fetl  authorized 
to  surrender.  They  wished  also  (o  bring  in  the  fine  red 
chairs  of  the  Senate,  but  he  told  them  it  could  not  be 
donet  the  plain  democratic  chairs  of  the  Huuse  were 
more  becoming.  The  consequence  was,  that  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, instead  of  taking  the  oath  within  doors^  took  it  out- 
side, in  the  open  air,  in  front  of  the  Capitol.  Mr.  C. 
mentioned  this  for  the  purpose  of  making  ihe  rnquirj', 
what  was  the  practice,  and  on  what  it  was  founded,  and 
why  the  Senate  bad  the  exclusive  care  of  admiotsteiing 
the  oath. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  the  eommillee  had  found  no  au- 
thority but  several  precedents,  which  were  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  proposition  now  proposed  to  be  made. 
He  did  not  recollect  any  instance  in  which  the  House  had 
participated  in  it{  and,  in  fscr,  the  Huuse,  aasuch,  had 
no  existence,  their  term  having  expired  on  the  preceding 
day.  The  committee  had  examined  three  caseaof  mwe 
modern  date,  and  had  found  nothing  in  opposition  to  the 
practice  propoaed.  If  the  commitlee  could  not  get  into 
the  House,  they  could  go  out  of  doors. 

The  resolution  waa  adopted,  and  the  Cbair  wai  au* 
thorized  to  appoint  the  above-named  eommiitee  of  three 
members.  . 

THE  DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 

The  Senate,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
fortification  bilt{  and  the  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  tiz:  to 
strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  bil^  wbidi  contains 
the  provision  for  the  distribution  among  the  States  of 
any  surplus  w  hich  msy  remain  in  the  Treasury  on  the  lu 
of  January, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  regretted  that  the  commitlee  had 
not  made  a  written  report  on  so  important  a  recomotend. 
ation.  * 

Mr.  WRIGHT  explained  that  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  being  neither  mere  nor  leas  than  the  bill  formerly 
introduced  by  the  Senalw  from  South  Carcriina  himself, 
the  case  was  fully  understood  by  all  tl^  Senate,  and  need- 
ed no  consumption  of  time  to  explain  it.  As  to  a  written 
report,  there  had  been  no  time  to  prepare  one,  even  bad 
the  committee  deemed  it  neceaaary. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  reminded  the  Senate  of  the  triumph- 
ant majoriiy  by  which  the  deposite  bill  had  been  adt^t- 
ed  at  the  last  setsioni  and  as  there  had  occurred  nothing 
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linos  then  to  cbtnfte  the  principle  of  (he  meuure  in  vny 
reipect,  be  wu  content  to  rett  the  present  qiietlion  on 
the  ptinciplei  then  wa  unuwwermbly  erttblbhed.  maA 
the  diieiuiioo  by  which  they  hid  been  defended  at  the 
lut  scMion. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  jaid  that  the  principles  which  had  gov- 
erned hit  ooune  last  yetr  did  rennin  uncbftnged,  and 
should  iforern  it  now.  As  to  others,  he  pretumed  their 
TOtes  lut  ses^n  bad  been  governed  msmly  by  the  fact 
Ihit  a  Urge  aurplus  wai  actually  in  ez'iatencr,  and  must 
be  disposed  of  in  aoiBe  way.  Such  was  not  now  the 
het)  and  if  any  grntlenwn  should  change  their  course,  it 
was  fur  them  and  not  for  Mr.  W.  to  give  the  ressons  for 
such  change. 

Mr.  CLAY  inquired  whether  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Comnittlee  and  those  with 
whom  he  acted,  that  if  a  surplus  arose  it  was  to  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  deposite  banks  where  it  drew  an  in* 
tereat  of  two  per  eent.,  while  in  the  hands  of  the  States 
it  would  yield  six.  He  was  anxious  to  know  what  was 
to  be  the  policy  of  the  administration  in  regard  to  this 
matter. 

[Ur,  WataaT  Interposed,  to  say  that  its  policy  would 
be  to  have  no  surplus.] 

Then  (replied  Mr.  C.)  take  the  land  bill,  like  an  hon< 
est  man.  and  there  it  a  perfeoi  remedy  for  the  difficulty. 
-Mr.  C.  then  adverted  to  the  remarkt  made  by  Mr. 
Riras,  in  the  discusiton  of  the  expun^r^  resolution,  at 
to  the  democralie  character  of  the  Senate,  and  appealed 
to  the  body  now  to  ahow  whether  It  would  Justify  this 
character  by  opposing  a  measure  coming  to  it  from  the 
confes^sdly  democratic  branch  of  the  (government.  He 
called  upon  all  who  had  voted  fur  the  distribution  bill  of 
4he  last  session  to  rally  round  their  own  principles,  and 
oppose  the  sinking  out.  But,  by  way  of  compro- 
mise, he  proposed  the  adoption  of  the  land  bill,  fce*  He 
concluded  by  demanding  the  yeu  and  nays. 

Hr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  wat  one  of  those  who  in- 
tended to  vote  against  the  amendment  to  the  foriification 
bill  which  had  been  adopted  in  the  House,  directing  that 
the  surplus  revenue  exceeding  fiv^  millions  of  dollars 
which  might  remain  in  the  Traaaury  on  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  sliould  be  deposited  with  the  States,  under 
the  nrortaioos  of  the  depoftle  Kt  which  had  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress.  As  he  had  advocated  the 
passage  of  that  act,  it  became  necessary  that  he  should 
make  a  few  observations  explanatory  of  the  course  which 
be  purposed  to  pursue  on  ihe  present  occasion. 

Ur.  B.  sUted  that  there  was  but  litlle  analogy  between 
these  two  measures,  unlets  it  might  be  that  they  were 
both  called  deposite  bills.  Thit  was  the  chief  point  of 
reaemblanee.  The  principles  upon  which  the  present 
propoaitioa  was  now  advocated  were  entirely  different 
from  those  which  bad  been  assumed  by  tlie  friends  of 
ihe  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session.  And  here  he  mutt 
be  permitted  to  express  his  regret  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Cux]  seemed  to  have  abandoned  his  bill 
to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  bbkh^  the 
States.  For  bts  own  part,  be  infinitely  prefeired  that 
measure  to  the  one  now  before  the  Senate. 

What  were  the  principles  (said  Mr.  B.)  upon  which 
the  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session  rested^  There  was 
then  a  vast  sum  of  public  money,  beyond  the  wsnts  of 
the  Government,  in  the  deposite  bunks,  whilst  an  abso- 
lute certainty  existed  that  at  the  end  of  the  yearthissur- 

elus  would  be  greatly  increased.  At  that  lime,  these 
ankswere  not  bound  to  psy  any  interest  on  their  depos> 
ites.  These  aeeumulatlons  of  pablic  money  were  loaned 
out  by  them  to  individual^  whiKt  all  the  proflis  arising 
from  such  loans  went  into  Ihe  pockets  of  their  stock* 
holders.  A  wild  spirit  of  speculation  was  thus  fostered, 
which  threatened  to  destroy  the  regular  business  of  the 
country,  and  to  convert  our  pubVic  domain  into  paper 
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money.  The  enormous  evils  of  this  system  were  palpa* 
ble.  The  b«nks  were  then  inflicting  deep  injuries  upon 
the  eoantry,  by  the  manner  in  whicii  they  used  thit  money  t 
and  it  was  every  day  becoming  more  and  more  un-' 
certain  whether  they  would  be  able  to  meet  the  demand! 
of  the  Government,  when  called  upon  for  this  purpose. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstances,  what  wu  to  be 
donef  We  were  compelled  to  chnosc  between  two  great 
evils.  We  must  either  have  suffered  the  money  to  re- 
main in  the  banks,  and  subjeoed  the  country  to  the  coa> 
sequences)  or  it  became  our  duty  to  deposite  it  with 
the  States,  snd  give  them  the  adVantage  of  uatog  it  aotil 
it  sliould  be  recf  Hired  by  the  wants  of  the  Government. 
No  other  practical  alternative  could  be  presented.  For 
my  own  part,  1  felt  no  hesitstion  in  making  my  cbcnee^ 

At  that  time  it  seemed  to  have  been  admitted  by  every 
Senator,  that,  as  a  general  system,  it  would  be  extreme- 
ly dangerous  to  the  country  annually  to  distribute  the 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  among  the  States.   No  voice 
was  raited  in  ftvor  of  such  a  principle.   It  was  univer- 
sally condemned.    As  a  plan  uf  general  policy,  a  worse 
one  can  never  be  devised.    If  pursued,  it  must,  in  a  veiy 
few  years,  destroy  the  character  nf  this  Government. 
Let  it  once  be  established,  and  all  men  can  see  Ibe  jn> 
evitable  consequences.    Every  Senator  and  every  Rep> 
resentalive  will  then  come  to  Congress  with  stroof 
feelings  directly  hostile  to  the  beat  interests  of  the 
Federal  Government.    Instead  of  having  our     cs  VE^ 
clusivety  fixed  upon  those  great  national  objects  intrust- 
ed to  uur  care  by  the  constitution,  we  would  be  more 
or  len  than  men  if  we  could  banish  from  our  minds 
the  connderation  that  the  full  amount  of  every  appro* 
priation  fur  such  purposes  would  be  to  much  deducted 
from  the  turplus  to  which  our  respective  States  would 
be  entitled  at  the  close  of  the  year.   "Hie  question  wUI 
then  be  not  merely  what  appropriations  are  necessary  to 
promote  the  general  interest  of  the  country,  but  blend- 
ed with  this  qucsiion  will  be  another— how  much  can  be 
withheld  from  those  purposes,  and  to  what  extent  cao 
the  dividend  uf  our  own  States  be  thus  increased?  For 
example:  a  proposed  fortification  will  cost  half  a  AilDoBt 
In  voting  for  or  against  it,  the  consideration  will  neces 
sarily  obtrude  itself,  would  it  not  be  better,  would  it  not 
be  productive  of  more  g^od,  to  dislribute  this  suiB 
among  our  own  States?    in  peace,  it  it  our  duty  to  prfr 
pare  fflr  war'.   With  this  view,  a  proposition  is  nuule  to 
increase  our  navy.    This  may  be  necessary  lo  protect 
our  commerce,  snd  to  present  such  an  array  of  our  pov- 
er  to  foreign  nations,  that  they  will  not  dare  to  injure  our 
cttisent,  or  lo  insult  our  flag  upon  the  ocean.   In  voUa|f 
upon  s^ch  a  proposition,  now  easily  may  we  deluda 
ourselves  with  the  idea  that  there  Is  no  danger^  nad 
that  the  country  will  derive  more  real  benefit  firom 
expending  Ihe  necessary  amount  upon  railroMh  anf 
canals  in  the  respective  Slates.    Erery  dollar  whiojl 
can  be  withdrawn  from    the  General  GoTemment 
is  a  dollar  given  to  the  States.    Establish  this  poliqr* 
and  you  set  up  a  principle,  to  use  a  Benatorial  won, 
antagonuticai to  the  cunttituiional  and  eRIeient  exmlse 
of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government.    You  will 
thus  paralyze  the  energies  of  this  Government,  and  re* 
duce  it  to  almost  the  same  feeble  condition  in  which  it 
was  placed  under  Ihe  old  articles  of  confederation.  Can 
the  Senator  from  South  Csrolina  [Mr.  Cauoifs]  deny, 
has  he  denied,  that  this, would  be  the  effect  of  suebam. 
tem?  Under  its  operation,  will  it  not  always  be  a  question 
bow  much  will  this  or  will  that  appropriation  Ibr 
national  purposes  deduct  from  State  dividends'  Ton 
thus  present  to  the  very  agents  selected  to  admlnlater 
the  Federal  Government  the  strongest  tcmptatieos  to 
violate  their  duly. 

The  deposite  bill  of  the  last  sesnon  was  advocated  up* 
on  the  principle  that  it  was  lo  be  a  Kn^le  vpentioak  Md 
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to  be  justified  ilone  upon  the  extreme  necesaily  which 
then  existed.  What  is  nov  the  state  of  the  Cku?  This 
amendment  hu  been  inersfted  by  the  Huuse  upon  an 
ordinary  appropriation  bill.  From  the  very  nature  of 
MCh  biiUi  they  ought  to  be,  and  generally  are,  confined 
to  grants  of  money  Tor  the  ezeeution  of  existing  laws, 
and  for  carrying  into  efTect  the  settled  poliry  of  the 
country.  To  unite  this  deposite  section,  in  the  same 
bill*  with  the  appropriations  necessary  to  complete  our 
.system  of  fortlBcationSf  ia  to  declare  to  tbe  world  that  it 
has  become  a  part  of  our  settled  pdicy<  Does  any  ne* 
ceiiity  now  exist  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  measured 
Are  we  now  placed  in  the  same  situation  In  which  we 
were  U  the  last  session  of  Congrrts?  Will  there  be  any 
surplus  in  the  I'reasury  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  be< 
yond  fire  millions?  Has  this  fact  been  akcertained? 
Shadows,  clouds,  and  darkness,  rest  upon  the  qiiesiion. 
Whether  there  will  be  or  nut  is  uncertain,  contingent, 
dependent  upon  tbe  action  of  Congreas.  and  upon  the 
tpeculationt  in  the  public  lands,  Hy  own  impression 
is,  that,  if  there  should  be  a  surplus^  it  will  be  compara- 
tively smalli  unless  this  very  proposition  f.T  its  deposite 
with  tbe  States  should  be  the  means  of  creating  it,  b;^  de- 
feating the  passage  of  important  bills  for  the  tlelence 
and  benefit  of  the  country.  What  necessity  now  exists 
for  the  adoption  of  this  mrasureF  If  there  shall  be  a  sur- 
plus when  Congress  meet  on  the  1st  of  December  next. 
It  will  then  be  lime  enough  to  proride  fur  its  disposition. 
One  great  objection  to  this  measj^re  is,  that  it  will  make 
the  extreme  medicine  of  the  constitution  its  daily  bread. 
It  has  already  become  so  familiar  to  ui  that  Senators 
Are  now  willing  to  insert  it  in  an  ordinary  appro prialiun 
billf  and  thus  make  it  the  settled  policy  of  the  country. 
It  should  be  the  exception,  not  the  rule.  Above  all,  it 
Is  »  remedy  to  which  we  ought  never  to  resort  until  we 
knuT  that  a  surplus  exists,  or  are  ritsolutely  certain  that 
It  will  exist.    Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  tliereof. 

I  shall  not  now  speak  of  the  unhappy  influence  which 
this  system  of  distribution  would  exert  upon  tbe  State 
Governments  ihemselvest  because  1  have  not  risen  to 
make  a  general  speech,  but  merely  to  place  my  own 
conduct,  in  relation  to  this  aubject,  in  its  true  light. 

And  now,  sir,  permit  me  again  to  express  my  sorrow 
that  tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut]  bad  not 
been  willing  to  postpone  this  question,  and  to  wait  until 
the  next  session.  Then  his  land  bill  might  be  presented 
to  Congress  under  brighter  autpices  than  it  has  ever 
been  heretofore.  If  a  choice  is  to  be  made  beta'een  that 
bill  and  a  system  of  distributing  surpluses,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  fur  me  to  decide.  There  it,  in  my  judgment, 
BO  comparison  between  the  two.  If  you  grant  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  to  the  Sutes  as  their  ri^ht, 
tUi  ii  one  source  of  revenue  which  you  wiilidraw  from 
the  control  of  Congress.  Our  system  of  policy  would 
Ibtis  b«  rendered  fixed  and  stable.  We  could  then 
accommodate  our  duties  on  imporls  to  the  ntcessary 
expenses  of  the  Government,  and  our  tar'.flT  would  not 
be  Bub)ect  to  those  perpetual  changes  which  must  ever 
eiilt  whilst  we  derive  a  portion  of  our  revenue  from 
luch  a  fluctuating  source  as  that  of  the  public  land*. 
The  Slatea  would  receive  this  money,  not  as  a  matter  of 
bounty,  but  of  right.  They  would,  therefore,  not  feel 
dependent  for  it  upon  the  General  Government.  Nearly 
all  the  evila  attendant  upon  a  distribution  of  the  sur- 
plusss  would  thus  forever  be  avoidrdi  and  Congresa 
would  then  be  compelled  to  raise  the  revenue  neceasary 
to  defray  tbe  expenses  of  the  Government  from  the 
coatoma  and  from  other  taxes.  Tliis  would  intradure  a 
wholesome  spirit  of  economy  into  our  councils,  without 
-  makiog  it  the  inlereat  uf  (he  Senators  and  Itepresenta- 
tivea  in  Congress  to  array  themselvts  against  appro- 
priations for  objects  of  a  national  character.  I  should 
Ibftlbre  have  njuiced,  had  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 


adhered  to  hia  land  bill  and  oppoaed  this  amendment, 
which,  if  it  abould  prevail,  must  destroy  that  measure. 
For  my  own  part,  I  shall  vote  to  strike  this  amendment 
from  tbe  bill,  without  the  slightest  apprehenrion  of  sub* 
leeting  myself  to  the  charge  of  inconsistency . 

Mr.  RIVES  explained,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cut,  that  bis 
remarks,  as  to  the  aristocratic  character  of  the  Senate, . 
had  no  reference  to  the  individual  character  of  its  menv 
hers,  but  to  the  constitution  of  tbe  entire  body,  in  its 
collective  capacity,  aa  farthest  retnoved  from  an  expres* 
sion  of  the  pt>puUr  will, 

As  to  the  appeal  of  the  Senator  to  the  majority  of  the 
Senate  to  exhibit  a  deference  to  the  will  of  the  people, 
aa  expressed  by  a  vote  of  the  other  House,  it  would 
have  had  more  weight  had  it  been  eecoiMled  by  the  ex- 
ample of  tbe  Senator  himself.  Mr.  R.  then  alluded  to 
the  alern  rejection  of  the  three  million  appropriation  for 
furtifieations.  which  liad  been  propoard  by  tbe  Houae  of 
Representatives  on  a  former  memorable  occasion.  The 
Senate  was  now  committed  before  the  world  to  a^ 
tern  of  policy  which  was  oppoaed  to  the  acctimuUlion  of 
surplus  revenue*  and  there  was  not  the  slightest  incon- 
sistency if,  in  adherence  to  that  policy,  it  rejected  a 
measure  which  was  founded  on  a  policy  directly  the  re- 
verse of  this.  Mr.  R.  adverted,  as  Mr.  Bccuaaa  had 
done,  to  the  different  circumsUnccs  in  whicb  ihe  Sen- 
ate had  been  plaeed  at  tlie  laat  session,  as  a  suffieienC 
reason  why  he  had  advocated  a  similar  measure,  at  that 
time,  to  that  whicli  he  should  now  oppose. 

Mr.  PRESTON  was  understood  to  aay  that  tbe  Sen- 
ate  bad  been  regarded  and  represented  aa  an  aristocratic 
body  while  it  was  opposed  to  the  administration,  but 
ceased  to  be  so  when  it  changed  to  the  opposite  side  in 
politics.  He  regretted  that  it  was  so  officially  teriaed  at 
the  time,  and  hoped  hereafter  that  it  would  not  be  so 
referred  to  at  all. 

1'he  observations  (he  said)  of  the  Senator  from  Tir- 
ginia  [Mr.  RiTss]  were  sound  and  judicious,  so  far  as 
they  related  to  factai  but  Mr.  P.  had  come  to  a  difiercnt 
conclusion  from  that  which  Mr.  R.  had  drawn  from  the 
premises.  In  the  case  of  very  large  appropriations^ 
from  an  abundance  of  money,  the  queation  readily  oc- 
curred whether  it  might  not  be  saved  for  their  constit- 
uentstthus  avoiding  a  wuteftil  and  inexpedient  expend* 
iture.  Could  nut  the  irionty  be  tated  now  fur  their 
consiKuenti  or  for  the  States.  The  tendency  of  a  sur- 
plus was  to  make  members  of  Congresa  negligent  and 
prodigal,  which  coukl  only  t>e  corrected  by  their  being 
stimulated  to  tbe  very  inquiry  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  suggested.  Could  it  be  expected  that  such 
sn  inquiry  would  make  them  niggsrdly  and  parsimoai- 
ous>  'I  he  annual  expendilure  was  now  $30,000,000  or 
$40,000,000.  Could  there  be  any  danger,  in  thia  sUte  of 
things,  of  too  grf  at  economy  1  We  were  about  to  be  erer- 
whelmed  by  a  surplus,  which  we  might  get  clear  of  either 
by  distributing  among  the  States,  or  by  swellingtheex- 
pendituresoas  to  absorb  it.  If  one  or  tbe  other  of  ibe'se 
measures  must  be  perptlual,  Hr.  P.  would  prefer  habitual 
distribution  to  habitual  exorbiUnt  expenditure.  Tbe 
former,  though  an  e\il,  had  attached  to  it  a  degree  of 
justice.  The  lattt  r,  a  continued  wasteful  and  prodigal 
expenditure,  was  Ihe  worst  posnbte  condition  of  the 
hotly  politic.  But  Mr.  p.  was  opposed  in  both  fbrrot  to 
this  eternal  sweat,  and  Would  much  rather  reduce  it  at 
once  by  the  Fancet. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  regarded  the  measure  of  distribution  as 
havings  sliong  tendennr  to  produce  the  very  event  of 
inquiry  to  which  he  had  alluded.  Pass  now  the  meas- 
ure of  distribution,  and  it  would  arouse  Ihe  States  to 
lock,  not  into  the  tariff,  but  into  the  annual  Gorem- 
ment  expenditure  of  $30,000,000;  and  they  would  ask, 
»  hy  is  all  this  squandered.'  Why  is  out  the  amount  re- 
duced withiit  reasonable  limits,  snd  the  residue  gWen  te 
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us?  The  result  (Mr.  P.  orgod)  oTthii  would  betbktthe 
expenditure  would  be  reduced  to  some  Tourteen  oriix- 
teen  milliDni. 

The  disessed  tction  of  this  Gorernment,  Mr.  P.  said, 
bad  ever  been  OTer-action.  Too  much  power  wu  con- 
centrated here,  and  the  whole  sjstem  was  overloaded. 
The  measure  of  distribution  would  arouse  the  SUtea,  and 
sureeat  an  inquiry  into  the  meana  of  aaving  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  people's  moneyi  and  tbere  was  no  danger  of 
its  being  reduced  too  low.  The  powers  and  wants  of 
the  original  Government  were  few  and  aimplei  it  was 
for  some  time  kept  within  the  proper  sphere  of  itsac- 
tion.  and  was  all  that  the  people  could  dOHre.  But 
Congress  had  Mrei^bened  (be  Executive  by  expend!, 
turca,  which  mutt  all  go  thro»|^  hia  hands.  Mr.  p,  de* 
aired  to  relieve  the  wantiof  the  country  t  but  be  was  atill 
more  desirous  that  the  Government  should  be  reduced 
to  its  proper  action. 

Genllemen  differed  (said  Mr.  P.]  in  regard  to  the 
question  whether  there  would  or  would  not  be  a  sun 
plus.  But  if  there  should  be  a  surplus,  did  they  intend 
that  it  should  remain  in  the  banks?  If  (here  should  be  a 
wrphiif  all  concurred  in  the  expresaion  of  the  opinion 
that  it  ought  to  be  distributed.  But  suppoae  there  should 
be  none,  a  law  of  diatribution  would  not  take  effect,  and 
could,  therefore,  be  the  cause  of  no  evil.  It  was  best 
(he  said)  to  guard  on  the  side  of  danger,  on  lhesuppoii> 
tion  that  there  might  be  a  surplus.  Gentlemen  up  to 
the  close  of  the  last  session  Insisted  that  there  would  not 
then  be  a  cent  of  surphit,  and  they  came  vpon  us  with 
the  full  cry  of  wait,  wait  till  there  is  a  surplus.  Was  it 
prnper  to  watt  till  the  danger  was  upon  u*,  or  to  pro* 
vide  beforehand  even  for  iis  possible  occurrence?  If 
there  sliould  b«  no  surplus,  there  would,  in  any  case,  be 
no  danger.  They  ought  to  provide  for  the  danger, 
which  could  possibly  result  in  no  harm  if  there  should  be 
no  surplus,  notwillwlanding  gentlemen  argued  that  the 
law  would  have  e  detelerioiia  effect  on  the  minds  of  (he 
people,  if  there  should  be  no  surplus^  there  was  no 
posaibility  of  ita  debauching  the  people.  The  only  safe 
mode  was  to  provide  for  a  distribution. 

But  the  probability  was,  that  there  would  be  a  sur- 
plus^ and,  small  or  great,  it  was  better  to  distribute  it 
among  the  States  thsn  leave  it  in  (he  banks.  If  there, 
the  bubble  of  paper  circulation,  promoted  by  it,  would 
burst,  and  it  would  be  in  dangert  though  the  loss  to  the 
Treaauiy  would  be  alight,  in  comparison  of  the  general 
calamity.  Let  it  be  generally  understood  that  when 
there  should  be  a  surplus,  the  banks  were  not  to  have  it, 
but  it  would  go  back  to  the  Slates.  Some  of  them  had 
turned  the  back  of  the  hand  Tor  a  moment  when  it  was 
preaentedt  but  where  was  the  State  that  had  actually  re- 
futed to  receive  it?  Some  of  them  were  cny  in  their 
wordsi  but  when  a  great  evil  was  to  be  avoided,  they 
thought  it  better  to  get  clear  of  it  by  submillin;  to  the 
loss.  8«ne  States  had  said  they  would  not  touch  it. 
But  every  one  lud  received  it.  Congreas  ought  to 
adopt  the  measure  of  distribution  till  the  people  should 
be  aroused,  and  (be  expenditures  and  the  revenue  should 
be  brought  down  to  the  economical  wants  of  the  Gor> 
emment. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT,  having  alluded  ratlter  indistinctly 
to  the  position  which  Georgia  occupied  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  Bud  that  hli  friend  from  South  Carolina  had 
itated  very  justly  that  some  meani  ought  to  be  devised 
to  prevent  extravagant  expenditure.  But  had  he  been 
as  zealous  In  providing  (he  proper  meana  of  doing  it,  as 
in  condemning  the  Government  for  raising  the  expendi- 
tures? Or  when  one  administration  raises  tbeirexpendi- 
lures,  did  lie  propose  (hat  another  sliould  commit,  as  a 
remedy,  an  immediate  robbery  on  the  people,  collecting 
their  money  for  the  purpose  of  dibtributtonf  Hiafriend, 
Jic  thought,  bad  fallen  into  the  rxtreme  of  error,  propo- 
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sing  to  open  the  way  for  improper  taxation,  end  only 
throwing  flowers  over  the  myatcrions  way,  whitib  n^ht 
hide  liis  pit-full. 

Was  this  Government  (Mr.  C.  aske<1)  establiahed  to 
levy  tdzes;  to  collect,  as  (rustees,  the  money  that  waa  to 
be  expended  by  the  States'  Certainly  not.  When  it 
collects  taxea,  is  it  to  do  it  fur  the  use  of  the  States?  Il 
it  prudent  and  wise  to  engage  the  Government  tn  open- 
tionanot  Intended  by  the  constitution'  On  (be  other 
hand,  is  nut  every  operation  of  thia  kind  to  be  avoidedf 
Mr,  C.  would  ask  the  Senators  from  South  Uarolina, 
when  first  this  measure  wki  resorted  tc^  was  it  not 
(brouKh  fear  and  anxiety?  And  had  it  not  inverted  tba 
regular  adminiatration  of  the  Government?  Could  a  sin* 
gle  Instance  be  cited  in  which  new  and  extraordiMc 
ry  measures  of  this  kind  had  not  led  to  evil  ? 

And  was  (here  no  danger  to  the  Government  from 
this  new  principle?  Cuuld  any  gentleman,  however 
sanguine  in  his  temper,  fail  to  perceive  that  thia  opera- 
tion would  create  a  disturbance  in  the  machinery  of 
Government^  What  would  be  the  necessary  effect  of 
the  measure?  The  States  would  gel  into  the  Treasury 
by  anticipation,  and  by  imagination  it  would  atresxly  b« 
(heirst  and  not  until  afler  the  Government  waa  propeiljr 
sustained  would  the  remainder  go  to  the  States,  but 
certain  remnants  would  be  left  by  them  fur  the  use  of 
the  Government  Representatives  from  the  Statcf  ' 
would  come  here  to  procure  (he  means  of  exceasive  \m» 
ternal  improvements,  and  would  leave  the  Goremment 
just  so  much  as  would  maintain  a  miserable  eziatenee. 
But  there  waa  also  another  view  of  the  aubjeet*  Buoh 
waa  the  pride  and  perveraion  of  reason- in  the  human 
mind,  so  great  waa  the  complication  of  nwtifiM  ihst 
mi|;ht  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it,  that  it  waa  tmpoariblo 
to  determine,  in  some  cases,  even  between  two  opposlto 
results,  tt  might,  therefore,  be  that  the  States  Would 
sink  to  a  piiiful  dependence  on  the  Federal  Oovcmment. 
And  who  dared  deny  that  this  might  take  place?  Ta- 
ken either  way,  it  was  a  great  evil  in  the  proper  ma> 
chinery,  and  eminently  diaturbing  (be  principle  of  Gov- 
ernment. How  great  would  be  (Iw  mischief,  it  waa  In* 
possible  to  delerminet  but  even  this  uncertainty,  in  one 
sense,  made  it  the  more  terrific.  Was  this  measure, 
then,  to  be  cherished  and  encouraged?  Mr.  C.  called 
upon  Senators  who  had  an  influence  and  name  wi(h  the 
American  people  to  maintain  those  great  printiples  en 
which  their  aafeiy  and  hapfMnesa  depended. 

The  Senators  from  South  Carolina  had  acknowledged, 
not  only  by  their  actions  but  their  words,  that  there  waa 
no  reason  to  apprehend  a  aurplua  in  the  coming  year. 
This,  then,  was  a  new  dread  of  a  surplus,  which  had 
arisen  suddenly,  since  Saturday  last  at  six  o'clock)  (al- 
luding to  the  origin  of  the  proposition  for  diatribution  in 
the  House.)  That  (Mr.  C.  said)  was  the  dat«  of  this 
new  anxiety. 

Mr.  NILES  here  made  aome  remarki  on  the  subject. 
In  opposition  to  distribution,  and  unfavorable  to  the  Sen- 
ate, when  opposed  lo  the  administration. 

Here  a  shnrt  conversstion  took  place,  by  Messrs. 
CLAT,  WRIGHT,  WEBSTER,  and  0EN1  ON,  on  tho 
suhject  of  suspending  the  action  on  the  bill  till  t o- mor- 
row i  which,  however,  was  not  formally  proposed. 

Mr.  BROWN  remarked  that  the  subject  of  the  debate, 
which  he  had  no  disposition  to  prolong,  bad  no  connex- 
ion whatever  wilh  the  main  object  of  the  bill.  This 
he  deemed  a  sufficient  objection  to  the  proposition  as 
now  presented,  even  if  there  were  no  objection  on  prin- 
ciple. The  provision  for  distribution  came  intrenched 
behind  the  furtifieation  billt  and  he  deemed  this  a  ays- ^ 
(em  of  legislation  radically  wrung,  in  which  two  great 
questions,  wholly  distinct,  were  so  connected  that  Sena*- 
tors  might  be  compelled  citlter  to  take  botb,  or  eta*  to 
loie  botb  together. 
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The  Senator  from  Keotucky  h»d  md  thit  llie  present 
propmilkm  wu  identieal  with  that  of  the  Uit  t-euion. 
Me.  B.  thoughl  there  was  a  mnt  maierul  difference  be- 
tween them,  and,  iii  Tact,  no  similitude  at  nil.  At  the 
hat  KMitM),  there  wai  an  actual  aaccitained  lurpluit  but 
now  tb<rre  was  no  aurphii  actually  in  the  Treasury. 
There  wst  only  a  possibility  that  it  might  aecumalate. 
The  otie  was  a  case  of  absolute  necessity,  the  surplus  hay 
img  aeewinuhled  during  sevenl  precedii^  yrara.  But 
MW  ihey  were  called  on  to  provide  for  ■  dtsiributioa  of 
m  surplus  wbkb  might  never  occur. 

The  measwr^,  he  said,  would  be  an  injury  to  the  State 
OovemiBcats,  by  inducing  tbem  to  enter  upon  extrava* 
gant  acbetnea  of  improremenl.in  anllcipalion  of  a  surplus. 
ExpecUtioBS  would  be  excited  by  the  act,  which  would 
Mver  be  ledifcd.  This,  atinnlaiiiv  thcm'to  nlren* 
gant  adiemei^  would  throw  them  into  difficulty,  and  do 
en  unknown  amount  of  mttehief.  And  why  legislate  at 
•II  on  ibr  subject  at  this  juncture'  The  provision  in  the 
bill  proposed  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  on  the  lit  of 
January  ricHi  but,  before  lliat  lirae,  another  session  of 
Congress  would  commence,  and  there  would  be  time 
enough  tbca  to  legislate  on  what  was  certtin,  end  not 
QBcertttD  or  improbable. 

Another  objection  to  the  measure  was,  that  it  would 
lend  to  fix  perpetual  dirtribuilon  on  the  General  Gov- 
ernment.   The  distribution  law  uf  the  last  session  Hr. 

B.  believed  to  be  judicious,  and  the  lesser  of  tbe  two 
evils,  one  of  which  was  unavoidable.  But  he  would  not 
contribute  to  the  ealablishment  of  a  syslem  which  be 
cooiddered  pernicious.  And  legislation  of  this  kind,  in 
■0  quick  iUGcesaion,  he  thought  was  calculated  to  fix  the 
■yitem  vpon  uu 

Tlie  country,  be  thought,  miisl  feel  greatly  indebted  to 
their  watchful  guardians,  who  were  ior  dividing  a  sur- 
plus emoog  tbem  which  had  no  existence  except  In  ima- 
gioation.  Hr.  B.  had  always  supposed  that,  when  a 
triMt  bad  been  committed  to  trustees,  they  had  dia- 
cherged  their  duty  hithfully  when  tliey  distributed  funds 
after  tbey  bad  actually  accrued.  But  here  gentlemen 
proposed  to  execute  a  trust  which  had  not  yet  devolved 
upon  them. 

But  there  was  another  aspect  in  which  the  question 
Bright  be  viewed,  of  great  importance  to  tbe  Union,  and 
capecially  to  the  planting  Stales  uf  tbe  South.  No  sys- 
tem which  the  advocate  of  the  tarilT  could  devise  would 
be  better  calculated  than  this  aytlem  to  perpetuate  the 
tiriir.  If  Congreta  would  give  in  to  the  system  of  an- 
mal  distribution,  this  country  would  not,  for  years,  if 
ever,  be  relieved  from  the  tariff*  system.  Frum  the 
want  of  time,  Mr.  D.  said  he  should  forego  some  of  ihe 
remarka  which  lie  had  intended  to  make  on  this  subject. 

Hr.  CALHODN  said  the  question  was  nnw  brought 
to  the  tingle  point,  of  what  discrimination  there  was  be* 
tween  tbie  bill  etid  tbe  other*  and  whether  this  wu  un- 
wiae  end  that  a  wise  one.  Gentlemen  admitted  that  Ihe 
attuatlon  of  the  banks  last  year  and  now  was  precisely 
tbe  aane.  The  next  point  of  ihe  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania (for  others  had  followed  almost  exactly  in  the 
track  which  be  had  stricken  out)  was,  tbst  when  the  law 
of  but  year  was  passed,  there  was  a  large  surplus  in  the 
Treaauryt  wbile  now  there  was  none.   But  (said  Ur. 

C.  )  notwithstanding  the  diatrlbution  on  the  1st  of  Janu* 
ary  last,  our  Treasury  is  as  full  now  as  it  was  at  that 
time. 

Mr.  C.  liere  went  into  the  details  of  various  i.l&temrnts 
and  estimates,  to  prove  this  auertion.  He  made  the 
sum  in  the  Treasury  now  943,000,000.  The  income  of 
the  euatoms  last  ye^r  he  said  was  $31,000,000)  which 
diiliered  by  $3,000,000  from  his  eatimate  for  the  present 
year.  The  import^  be  said,  were  regulated  by  the  tz- 
ports,  whicli  were  now  known.  The  ezporta  of  cotton 
were  greater  Ibu  in  the  year  preceding,  and  tbe  price 


waa  now  rising,  and  would  probably  continue  to  rite. 
The  rice  crop,  also,  waa  rather  better,  thoogh  the  to* 
bacco  waa  not  quite  as  mueh ;  so  that  the  products  for  ex- 
port in  1837  might  be  fnirly  put  down  to  equal  those  of 
1836.  The  profits  of  trade  were  never  higher,  and  the 
customs  would  probably  nut  be  leia  than  $3<, 000,000  or 
930,000,000,  though  in  his  estimate  be  had  nudt  tbe 
customs  rather  less  than  last  year. 

In  relilion  to  the  revenue  from  the  pubBe  fands^  Mr. 
C.  bad  been  gukled  more  by  the  opinion!  of  olhera  who 
had  MKtre  experience,  and  be  bad  set  it  down  at  e^l  or 
nine  milliona  of  dollan.  To  this  waa  to  be  added  tbe 
stock  in  the  United  States  Bank,  wtiich  would  make  ao 
a^regate,  for  the  year,  uf  $43,000,000. 

Tbe  queatioB  now,  whether  there  would  or  would  not 
be  a  lurplui^  depended  (be  said)  on  the  anewcr  to  Ifae 
queatien  whether  Comeai  would  appropriate  eU  tbie 
money.  Would  politiciana  oT  Ihe  Jenetaon  school,  wbo 
had  expelled  the  old  administratioii,  partly  on  aocoont 
nf  its  prodigality  in  an  anuusl  expenditure  of  some 
$13,000,000,  would  they  go  co  far  as  to  appropnate 
even  $37,000,000.^  At  this  Hr.  C.  would  place  tbe  ex- 
penditare,  though  he  tbouglit  tbe  extreme  ought  not  to 
exceed  fifteen  or  aixleen  miirnns^  and  tbe  avenge  not 
more  than  twelve  or  fourteen  millions.  There  would 
iben  be  a  snrplua  of  some  fifteen  or  seventeen  nAllioMb 
with  the  enormoui  expenditure  which  be  admitted  might 
be  made. 

Last  year,  the  reiterated  predictions  thai  there  would 
be  no  surplus  bad  proved  to  be  fiJae.  Thia  year  tbey 
would  be  equally  so.  There  waa  a  heavy  snrplua  dow« 
and,  without  extraordinary  expenditure^  there  wonld 
be  at  tbe  end  of  tbe  year.  There  were  two  reaeone 
which  he  thought  decisive  in  urging  at  thia  time  tbe 
measure  of  distribution.  One  was,  that  if  Ihey  made 
no  diaposition  of  the  surplus,  tbe  scenes  of  last  year 
would  be  renewed)  the  banks  would  loan  extravagantly, 
relying  on  tlie  surplus  as  banking  capital,  and  would  ex- 
tend  apeeulatioQ  every  way  and  to  every  thing.  Thia 
state  of  things  the  Present  himself  bad  dcnoonecdi  and 
yet,  notwilhitandtng  past  experience  and  these  denunci- 
ations of  the  President,  we  were  now  tdd  to  oout  this 
measure  fur  preventing  aucb  a  result.  The  oppoaile 
course  (Mr.  C.  said)  was  the  true  one.  Pass  this  law 
now,  and  it  would  check  extravagance  and  speculation, 
and  remedy  the  very  disordered  state  of  the  currency, 
which  would  otherwise  be  still  more  disordered.  Thte 
would  meet  fully  and  decisively  tlie  two  first  objecta  <^ 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  and  of  every  Senator. 

The  next  trgument  was,  that  the  passage  of  the  bBl 
would  fiimilisrixe  us  to  a  system  of  distribution,  which 
might  thus  be  permanently  ingrafted  on  Ihe  administra- 
tion of  the  Government)  whereas  distribution  ought  to 
be  an  exception,  and  not  the  rule.  To  thia  latter  prop- 
ortion Ur.  C.  agreed  moat  beartilyt  and  no  man  urged 
it  more  than  be.  He  waa  the  first  to  denounce  eueb  m 
system,  and  his  opinion  on  ibia  ptnnt  bad  undergone  no 
change  whatever.  It  ought  to  be  an  exception,  and  net 
the  rule.  His  own  language  was,  that  it  was  to  be  used 
as  medicine,  and  not  as  food)  and  tbe  provlsiona  of  thit 
very  bill  were  founded  on  the  disordered  condition  of 
the  republic.  It  was  in  tbe  congestive  atate,  and  this 
bill  was  intended  to  remove  the  obstruction*.  But  tbe 
dose  must  be  repeated  till  the  system  should  beeona 
healthy.  In  Hr.  C**  opinion,  tbe  measure  oagfat  to  ba 
repeated  while  the  revenue  should  be  going  down,  till 
llie  time  of  its  reduction  to  the  economical  wants  of  tite 
Government.  It  might  require  repetition  agvn  and 
again)  «-hile  the  scheme,  as  a  permanent  one,  would  be 
perfectly  absurd.  Aa  such,  there  was  not  the  atnallett 
reaaon  to  fear  that  tbe  people  would  ever  come  into  it. 
General  Jackson,  in  two  of  hia  mesaacea,  bad  ttron^y 
recommended  it;  but*  with  all  bit  popularity  and  power. 
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even  be  could  not  carry  itt  and  nothiRE  but  absolute  ne- 
ceirit^  had  ever  effected  the  paiHee  of  Ihe  fonner  bill, 
or  could  effect  the  passage  of  thiit  and  that  thia  had  al- 
ready pined  Ihe  House  was  decirive  proof  that  it  was 
a  meuiire  of  necenity. 

The  Senator  from  Pennaylrania  was  in  favor  of  re- 
ducing the  revenuet  and  so  waa  Mr.  C.  Earlv  tn  the 
aesMon,  the  Senator  from  New  York  and  himself  passed 
some  vorda  on  the  aubjeet,  and  Mr.  C.  then  told  him 
fh^  Iwbad  no  bitb  in  a  reduction  at  tbia  session,  wbtcfa 
waa  dHRcolt  at  all  times,  but  waa  now  attended  with  in- 
•uperable  difficulty.  There  were  then  tworaeaioreain 
Tiew,  one  of  which  was  to  reduce  (he  tariff  of  1833.  Mr. 
C.  thoufcht  then  there  was  rery  little  prospect  of  the 
passsge  of  auch  a  law,  or  of  a  law  reducing  the  revenue 
from  the  public  lands,  Tet,  if  they  would  and  could  re- 
doc^  be  said,  go  on  and  do  so.  It  waa  now  the  laat  day 
but  one,  'and  there  was  no  hope  tiiat  the  bill  for  redu- 
cing would  paas.  The  administration  niyaritiea  In  both 
Houses  bad  failed  of  reduction.  Would  they  now  leave 
the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  banka?  Ur.  C.  trusted 
they  would  not.  There  were  now  but  three  alternatives, 
one  of  which  waa  to  leave  the  money  in  the  binlca. 
Would  C^ngreaa  do  this,  rccdving  only  two  per  cent., 
and  that  not  on  Ibe  whole*  bat  only  a  part  of  the  amount, 
when  It  waa  welt  known  that  with  ihem  it  was  at  leaat 
worth  six  per  eent.f  Were  they  to  leave  it  with  the 
banks,  is  an  inalrunent  for  political  porpoaes?  Why 
abould  gentlemen  recommend  so  ezlraordtnary  a  course, 
so  unequal,  so  partial,  to  avoid  returning  it  to  the  people 
to  whom  it  belonged^  Why  were  they  so  averse  toauch 
a  diatribution?  Waa  it  to  prevent  the  people  from  being 
eoTTopted?  Were  the  people  alone  capable  of  being 
eorrupted?  Were  the  Government  and  banka  all  pure, 
wMIe  the  penpte,  the  people  alone,  were  corrupt  and 
comiptible?  Mr.  C.  however,  would  not  argue  In  re- 
gard  to  the  State  Gtivernments,  as  h«  thought  they  of 
course  must  be  perfectly  safe. 

Tbe  second  alternative  (Mr.  C.  ssid)  waa  to  expend 
Hits  enormous  amount.  That  had  already  been  contem- 
plated as  a  dangerous  error.  In  1838;  the  income  of  the 
Government  was  raised  enormously.  We  were  now 
about  in  the  commencement  of  the  operation  of  raising 
tbe  expenditure,  and  at  (he  very  time  when  tbe  reve- 
nue waa  going  down  at  about  an  annual  aver>ge  of 
03,000,000  till  1843.  Mr.  C.  thought  013,000,000  or 
015,000,000  a  most  ample  provision)  especially  as  the 
ibrtifieationa  and  other  defencea  being  nearly  completed, 
the  expenses  muat  be  nearly  limited  to  the  civil  list. 
The  admlniatralion  of  Mr.  Monroe  was  called  extrava- 
gant In  the  espcndllare  of  010,000,000;  which  waa  the 
extreme  annual  amount.  The  appropriations  then  for 
fortifications  and  the  army  were  called  moat  extravagant. 
But  now  frentlemen  could  not  be  contented  with  less 
than  030,000,000  or  030,000,000)  and  at  this  rate  the 
expenditure  would  very  soon  overrun  the  Income.  We 
muat  then  ruae  the  tariff  or  cat  down  the  expenditure. 
Theae  audden  vibrations  (Mr,  C.  aaid)  were  all  wrong. 
This  want  of  looking  forward,  this  wilful  blindness  to 
the  future,  waa  wholly  unworthy  of  those  who  had  the 
management  of  tbe  republic.  The  responsibility  and 
the  danger  was  great,  if  either  this  bill  should  be  tost,  or 
if  a  resort  should  be  had  to  extravagant  expenditures. 

The  laat  and  only  remaining  alternative  waa  a  deposite 
of  the  surplua  with  the  Statca.  It  waa  now  late  in  the 
•ession,  and  Mr.  C.  would  not  fiirtber  consume  the  timet 
but  what  he  had  said  waa  ample  to  ahow  that  there  was 
no  material  distinction  between  (he  case  now  and  that  of 
the  year  preceding, 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  when  the  distribution  bill  of  Ihe 
last  aeuion  was  up,  it  was  represented  as  one  operation. 
But  it  made  way  for  olhera.  At  (be  next  session,  he 
then  thought  there  would  be  another  proposition  for 


one  year  morei  at  tbe  next,  again  for  two  yearst  and  so 
on,  till,  finally,  the  whole  scheme  would  become  forever 
perpetual  and  eternal.    But  be  bad  not  counted  on  the 

!;oad  fortune  to  the  country  that  at  thia  session  the 
i-iends  of  the  scheme  would  come  forward  with  a  prop- 
osition that  it  should  be  perpetual.  And  (his  mstter  waa 
calculated  (o  have  ao  much  the  more  favor,  aa  eternity 
was  greater  than  time.  Mr.  B.  rejoiced  that  the  en< 
lire  magnitude  of  tbe  propoaition  now  stood  revealed. 
The  qrstem  (Mr.  B.  said)  of  permanent  distribution 
was  now  avowed  openly  and  aboveboard.  Let  us 
go  on  with  the  word  Apoaite,  and  attach  it  to  tbe 
harbor  bill  and  every  thing  else.  The  word  remiitilim 
was  worn  out  during  the  confederacy,  and  led  to  the 
adoption  of  this  Government,  which  was  established  for 
the  sole  purpoae  of  being  independent,  with  power  to 
call  fbr  the  money  to  carry  it  on.  It  was  now  proposed 
to  annihilate  the  very  ground  on  which  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment was  formed.  The  scheme  waa  discloaed,  and 
there  was  now  no  doubt  tHht  the  high  inlelllgence  and 
incorruptible  virtue  of  tbe  people  would  look  fur  a  Ait- 
ferent  project. 

We  bad  now,  then,  got  a  proposition  for  a  permanent 
diatribution,  and  the  aurplus  was  not  intended  to  be  ap- 
propriated, but  to  be  diatributed.  And  could  any  one 
doubt  that  Congreea  would  not  find  a  perpetual  fund  f 
Tea,  they  wouM  find  it.  There  were  intereaU  beyond 
that  would  have  ample  power  (o  back  and  to  bribe  themi 
interests  (hat  were  cemented  together  on  the  ground  of 
resisting  appropriations,  and  of  resisting  a  recniotion  of 
the  revenue  also,  and  of  increasing  it  from  all  itasourcea. 
They  were  now  for  yielding  to  the  act  of  compromise, 
throwing  around  it  tbe  sanctity  which  waa  now  clairoed 
for  it.  The  duty  on  wine  had  been  already  reduced.  In 
contravention  of  the  compromiaei  and  when  It  ahoutd 
expire,  in  June,  1843,  on  the  next  morning,  when  Con- 
gress would  be  uhtied  Trom  the  obligations  in  which  the 
act  had  tied  them  up,  on  that  very  morning  of  the  lat  of 
July,  Congress  would  instantly  restore  the  protective 
duties,  andfill  the  Treaaury  to  overflowing,  and  not  with 
the  continual  current  of  a  rill  a^roaa  Ihe  eontinenti  on 
that  day  an  act  would  be  passed,  compared  to  which 
that  of  1838  was  only  a  (rifle.  They  would  then  want 
050,000,000  or  0100,000.000, 

Mr.  B.,  in  the  midst  of  aome  incidental  remarks,  allu- 
ded to  the  bill  of  Mr.  CiLaovv  for  ceding  the  public 
landa  to  (he  Sutea.  Where  was  (he  person,  he  asked, 
who  waa  simple  enough  to  suppose  that  this  propoaition 
for  dislribulion  did  not  surrender  that  bill,  leaving  noth- 
ing bat  the  bone  to  support  a  shadow }  The  lands  that 
could  now  be  got  for  01  35  per  acre  would  in  1843  be 
raised  to  05  and  010  per  acre.  Let  this  bill  pass,  and 
farewell  to  lhal  billi  farewell  to  the  extinction  of  the 
federal  title  to  lands,  in  favor  of  the  States)  farewell  to 
all  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  If  thia 
bill  ahould  pass,  the  Treaaury  would  be  kept  for  the 
purpoae  of  being  rav^^ed— the  april  of  pulitieal  scram- 
blers, and  nothing  but  a  remnant  would  be  left  for  the 
immolated  victim,  the  duped  and  ruined  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. We  know  the  young  States  are  to  be  de- 
voured by  the  old,  and  hence  the  measure  n  the  more 
odioua  to  the  West.  The  land  bill  of  Mr.  Cut  waa  far 
preferable  to  the  measure  now  preaented.  That  bill 
gave  13i  per  cent,  of  their  own  carcass  to  the  new 
Sta'es.  But  thia  gave  not  one  slice,  not  even  a  Kck  of 
their  own  blood. 

ir  driven  to  the  alternative,  Mr.  B.  would  lake  that  in 
preference  to  ihiat  but,  rather  than  take  either,  he 
would  place  his  hat  on  his  head  and  walk  out  of  tbe  Cap* 
i(ol,  never  again  to  behold  the  inside  or  t)u(side  of  its 
waits.  Mr.  B.  rejoiced  that  the  proposition  had  been 
brought  forward  at  thia  early  atagc,  with  the  purpoae  of 
making  it  perpetual,  habitual,  eternal,  and  that  the  word 
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wit  even  oatentkliously  used,  thrown  in  tbeir  facea,  and 
driven  down  their  throats. 

And  now  for  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewiso.} 
That  Senator  had  fuTored  Mr.  B.  with  a  few  worda 
quoted  from  a  aperch  of  hit.  He  had  read  it  ai  he  found 
U,  and  at  Mr.  B.  htd  ipoken  it,  knd  never  in  hit  life  had 
be  been  better  underalottd.  Tlie  Cherokee  treaty,  the 
Florida  war,  and  Innumerable  foilla,  all  of  which,  he 
aaid,  were  for  working  the  macbinery  of  Government, 
providini*  for  the  pay  of  officers  of  Government,  and 
for  improving  the  condition  of  the  country,  belonged 
to  the  wwkiag  of  Goremment  machinery.  Mr.  Jeffer* 
■on'a  pnrehate  of  Loubianm  for  fifteen  miuioiu  of  dolhra 
wia  not  extravagant,  ind  it  would  not  b«  dnrged  u  the 
meant  of  working  Oovernment  machinery.  At  that  tine 
men  charged  it  to  ib«  expenditures  for  the  aupport  ol 
the  common  family. 

He  would  now  aay  a  word  on  the  subject  of  ^  surplus. 
No  word  in  the  English  language  had  been  ao  much 
abused  as  this,  for  the  last  twelve  raonttw.  Gentlemen 
asked  last  year  for  a  division  of  the  surplus.  But  did 
they  put  it  in  the  bilif  No|  it  was  not  surplus  but  ap- 
propriated money,  which  they  recaptured  and  dittribu- 
led  amoi^  the  States.  Mr.  R.  here  read  uvtr  aeverat 
•ppn^rtations  which  had  not  been  expended.  Theae, 
be  laid,  were  unexpended  balances  from  the  lait  year, 
because  the  appropriations  were  made  too  late.  But 
they  would  never  be  abandoned,  and  the  taxes  must  be 
kept  up  for  the  purpose  paying  them.  On  the  let  of 
January  next,  there  would  be  ten  or  twelve  milliom  of 
unexpended  appropriations.  Now,  be  naked,  what  is 
•urplufl  money  under  our  laws*  Here  he  read  from  the 
law,  that  appropriations  were  valid  for  two  years  after 
their  passage.  I'hia  act,  he  aaid,  bad  been  in  force  forty 
years,  and  thia  bill  would  go  to  violate  it.  No  word, 
then,  was  more  abused  than  tbe  word  mrpbu.  Gentle- 
men were  unwilling  to  intert  the  reserved  95,000,000, 
M  over  and  nbove  all  appropriations. 

The  revenue,  Mr.  B.  mainUined,  waa  in  greater  dan- 
ger in  the  United  Stales  Dank  than  in  the  depoiite  banka. 
But  what  had  the  Government  to  do  with  bankif  They 
were  built  on  the  surplus  money,  banlu  upon  banks. 

We  had  already  seen  the  fatal  effects  of  this  measure 
on  tbn  aession.  All  kept  It  in  their  eye,  and  stood  to- 
gether, resitting  approprintiont  nod  a  reduction  of  the 
rennuc,  and  awelling  the  amount.  Whnt  clfctBt  had  this 
measure  on  the  bill  sent  to  the  other  House,  en  the  S5th 
of  February,  for  reducing  the  reventief  If  there  had 
been  no  scheme  for  distribution,  that  bill  would  have 
been  acted  on  immediately.  But  now,  by  this  scheme, 
that  bill  lay  paralysed,  and  probably  dead  forever.  It 
would  be  teen  that,  when  the  revenue  waa  to  be  reduced, 
the  lurplua  paHy  would  aland  together  and  vote  against 
H.  It  would  be  10  on  appropriationsi  their  vote  would 
be  one  and  indivisible  and  they  would  be  for  raising  the 
dutiea  on  the  1st  July,  1843,  and  for  raising  the  price  of 
tbe  public  lands.  Let  gentlemen  take  their  course. 
Those  who  voted  for  this  bill  would  also  vole  for  a  per- 
manent distribulion,  and  to  raise  the  duties  in  the  tariff 
1843.  aod  to  deny  pre-emption  to  aetllera.  Whatever 
might  be  their  Intentions,  such  would  be  tbe  effect  of 
their  votes. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  mutt  say,  in  candor,  to  tbe  Senator 
from  9outh  Carolina  [Mr.  Cilhoitx]  that  he  had  entirely 
failed  to  convince  him  he  waa  wrong.  Of  one  thing, 
however,  he  had  convinced  him,  and  that  was  that  (he 
Senator,  in  fact  if  not  in  profeaiion,  was  one  of  the  very 
best  tariff  men  In  the  country.   Let  him  succeed  in  sop- 

Eorting  this  amendment  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
louaei  let  him  succeed  in  establishing  a  syttem  of  dia- 
tribulion  ns  tbe  aettled  policy  of  the  country)  and  then 
what  will  be  the  inevitable  consequence?  High  taxes 
BpoD  impoi4s  will  be  namtHBed  for  tbe  purpow  of 


raising  money  to  distribute  t  we  shall  no  longer  hear  of 
reducing  the  revenue  of  the  country  to  its  necessary  ex- 
pendituret  we  shall  then  have  no  dlKcully  in  diapowng 
of  the  surplus!  it  will  go  to  the  Stales  as  s  matter  of 
courset  and  our  whole  ayatem  of  government  will  thui 
be  changed. 

For  my  own  part,  (s^  Nr.  B.,)  I  should  be  sorry  to 
reduce  the  tariff  below  the  proper  limit.  I  am  in  favor 
of  affording  to  our  domestic  industry  all  the  incidental 
protection  which  can  be  yielded  to  it  in  raising  tbe  reve- 
nue necessary  for  the  wants  of  the  Government.  lo* 
deed,  if  any  thing  could  reconcile  me  to  tbe  doctrines  of 
the  Senator,  it  would  be  the  protection  which  tbejriMist 
neeeisarily  afford  to  our  mamibciurea.  Let  this  amend* 
ment  pass  the  Senate,  as  it  bat  already  passed  tbe 
House,  and  who  can  believe  that  the  UrifT  will  ever  be 
reduced?  IT  all  the  surplus  money  which  can  be  col- 
lected by  this  Government  is  to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  several  States,  this  will  perpetuate  high  dutiea  for. 
ever.  It  is  not,  however,  either  my  intention  or  my 
wish  to  quarrel  with  him  on  this  account.  If  be  will, 
by  advocating  this  qratem  of  policy,  force  upon  us  n  high 
tariff,  my  conatituents  will  bear  their  part  of  tbe  dispea- 
sation  with  Christian  fortitude. 

I  am  sorry  now  to  believe  in  the  truth  of  the  deeUra- 
tion  of  the  Senator  from  Hisaouri,  [Hr.  ButvH,]  that 
the  land  bill  is  a  lifeleu  corpse.  1  hvve  clung  to  that 
meaaure,  through  good  report  and  through  evil  report, 
until  it  has  been  ahsndoned  by  all  ita  other  friends,  snd 
I  am  left  as  the  only  mourner  of  Its  unhappy  fete.  Ucad 
and  gone,  as  it  appeara  to  be,  1  shall  not  do  ita  memory 
so  much  injustice  as  to  compare  it  with  the  sjratem  of 
distribution  which  its  former  friends  have  now  adopted 
in  its  stead. 

The  land  bill  would  be  the  safety-valve,  the  regulator 
of  our  system  of  revenue  and  expenditure,  without  in- 
flicting any  of  the  evils  on  the  Federal  Govemmcat 
which  must  flow  from  annual  diitributiom  of  tbe  aur* 
plus  in  tbe  Treasury. 

What  is  the  theory  of  our  Government  under  tbe  con- 
stitution '  Congress  possess  the  power  to  levy  and  collect 
taxes.  For  what  purpose?  To  accomplish  the  great  ob- 
jects specified  in  the  constitution.  This  power  of  levying 
taxes  carries  with  it  an  immcnte  retpontibility.  Tbe 
representatives  of  the  people,  when  th^y  know  that  all 
the  money  they  appropriate  must  be  taken  from  the 
pockets  of  thpir  consiiluentfi,  will  be  careful  to  expend 
it  with  economy  and  discretion.  But  we  possess  a  vast 
reservoir  of  wealth  in  our  public  lands,  so  irregular  in 
its  current  that,  in  one  year,  it  pours  into  the  public 
Treasury  twenty  millions,  and  in  the  next  It  contributea 
but  one  tenth  of  that  sum.  This  deranges  all  our  legi^. 
lalion,  and  rendera  all  great  interests  of  tbe  country 
fluctuating  and  insecure.  It  encourages  extravagant 
appropriations  by  Congress,  and  banishes  ectmomy  from 
our  legislation.  It  leaves  every  intereat  in  doubt  and  un- 
certainly. In  one  year,  when  we  have  more  money  than 
we  know  bow  to  expend,  we  hear  the  cry  that  the  tariff 
must  be  reducedt  the  revenue  must  be  diminished  to  tbe 
necessary  expenditures  of  the  Governmenit  protection 
roust  be  withdrawn  from  our  manufactures.  The  next 
year,  perhaps  there  may  be  a  reaction.  Speculation  in 
the  public  landa  may  have  exhausted  itself,  and  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  Treasury  from  this  source  may  be  greatly 
diminished.  What  comes  then?  llie  tariff  must  be 
raisedt  the  duties  on  imports  must  be  increased  lo  meet 
the  necessary  wants  of  the  Government.  Thus  the  pub- 
lic mind  is  kept  in  a  perpetual  state  of  excitement.  No 
domestic  interest  can  calculate  upon  any  fixed  aod 
steady  protection.  We  are  in  a  atale  of  continual  doubly 
public  opinion  fluctuating  with'  the  fluctoitiona  in  tbe 
anies  of  the  public  hmds.  None  the  great  intertats  of 
the  country  cut  cTcr  flourish,  unleti  they  can  calcahie. 

Digitized  by  Google 


1005 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1006 


DiaHbttUon  Qualion. 


p»«.  28,  issr.i 


with  Mine  degfree  of  oonfidenee,  upon  some  atekdy  and 
certftin  coune  of  legiiUtion  in  relation  to  themselveB. 
Now,  sir,  a  diilribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
Unda  mmong  the  States  would  remedy  all  these  evilt. 
and  correct  all  tbeae  anomalies  of  our  system.  It  would 
secure  to  us  a  settled  policyi  upon  which  the  country 
might  rely.  It  would  draw  off  from  the  General  GoV' 
cmment  thta  eccentric  source  of  revenue,  and  distribute 
it  among  the  Slates.  We  should  then  be  left  where  the 
constitution  intended  to  place  us.  The  Government 
would  then  be  administered  on  its  original  principles. 
All  our  expenditures  would  (hen  be  derived  from  Ihe 
taxes  whieh  we  might  impose  on  the  people,  and  the 
tariff  would  ihiia  be  rendered  fixed  and  certain.  What* 
crer  proteelion  might  then  be  afforded  would  be  stable. 
Under  such  circumstances,  an  Incidental  protective  du- 
ty, comparatively  small,  would  be  of  more  real  vslue 
than  a  much  larger  one,  subject  to  all  the  risk  and  un- 
certainly which  now  exist.  A  manufacturer,  whilst 
embarking  in  business,  would  not  then  dread  leat  the 
poli^  of  Congress  might  change  before  he  could  get 
into  fluceeaBfuT  operation.  There  would  then  be  no 
taxes  raised  from  the  people  to  be  distributed  among  the 
people.    We  should  Hear  no  more  of  surpluses. 

Combining  some  such  a  disporition  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  with  an  arrangement,  as  to  the  lands 
themselves,  which  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  new 
States,  the  S)stem  might  thereby  be  rendered  perfect 
and  permanent.  I  am  strongly  impresaed  with  the  be- 
lief that  •  plan  might  be  devised  which  «ould  meet  Ihe 
approbation  of  all  reasonable  men  in  the  new  States, 
whilst  the  just  riglits  of  Ihe  old  States  would  be  amply 
secured.  But  all  hope  of  such  a  consummation  has  al- 
mrst  departed.  The  friends  of  the  land  bill  have  caat  it 
aside.  Even  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  abandoned 
the  promising  child  which  he  had  adopted  and  nursed  so 
long  and  so  tenderly,  and  ia  now  caressing  and  cherish- 
ing the  ill-favored  bantling  which  is  now  before  the 
Senate. 

Has  any  argument  whieh  1  urged  when  I  first  addres* 
aed  the  Senate  been  answered  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina^  [Mr.  Calhouv.]  He  says  that  it  is  a 
reflection  upon  the  virtue  and  patriotism  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  and  their  representatives,  to  suggest  that  they 
would  withhold  tlie  necescary  appropriations  from  the 
Federal  Government,  because  the  States  might  expect 
to  receive  what  would  remain  unexpended  in  the  Treas- 
ury at  the  conclusion  of  etch  year.  Can  this  inference 
be  hirly  drawn  from  my  argument?  Every  wise  legisla- 
tor, of  every  sge,  in  flaming  any  plan  of  government, 
has  always  taken  care  that  the  duty  of  those  who  were 
to  administer  it  should  not  clash  with  their  interrats.  In 
other  words,  Ihst  those  who  were  to  work  the  mactune 
dlouU  not  have  any  strong  feeling  oppoaed  to  its  suceas* 
ful  operation.  Man,  in  bis  best  state,  ts  but  a  frail  being. 
If  you  place  his  interest  upon  the  one  side  and  his  duty 
upon  tlie  other,  the  history  of  the  human  race  abundant- 
ly provea  thit  he  has  too  often  abandoned  his  principlrs 
for  the  sake  uf  promoting  his  private  advantage.  Lead 
US  not  into  templBtion,  was  the  prayer  of  Him  who  best 
understood  human  nature.  Am  I,  then,  to  be  charged 
with  reflecting  upon  ihe  American  people,  because  I  be< 
lieve  they  will  be  influenced  by  the  motives  which  have 
swayed  all  mankind  from  the  beginning!  What  wise 
man  would  ever  think  of  establishing  a  constitution 
which  would  place  the  interest  of  the  Governors  in  op- 
position to  a  correct  and  efficient  administration  of  tlie 
Government?  Would  not  this  be  emphatically  the  case, 
ifyousay  to  the  Senstora  and  Representatives  in  Con< 
gress  thai  you  ahall  have  every  dollar  of  surplus  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  end  of  each  year,  for  ihe  uae  uf  your 
own  Slates,  which  you  can  withhold  from  national  ob> 
jecls^  I  would  uk  the  Senator,  if  he  were  about  to 


erect  a  house,  and  desired  to  have  it  elegantly  and  sub- 
stantially built,  whether  he  would  put  a  given  amount 
for  that  purpose  into  the  bands  of  his  agent,  upon  con- 
dition  that  the  whole  surplus  which  he  could  save,  atler 
the  work  was  completed,  should  be  his  own  property} 
This  would  be  offering  him  a  premium  to  be  fiuthleH  to 
his  trust.  No,  rin  I  deny  tha^  in  applying  to  the  Amer- 
ican people  the  laws  which  govern  human  nature  gene- 
rally, 1  am  treating  them  with  disreapect.  1  merely  say 
that  they  are  mortal  men,  and  not  angels.  I  should  be 
the  last  man  to  distrust  their  patriotism,  because  1  firmly 
believe  that,  comparing  them  with  the  rest  of  mankinc^ 
they  are,  in  the  mass,  more  pure  and  more  virtuous  thin 
any  other  nation  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Uur  own  history  presents  us  a  useful  lesson  upon  thia 
subject.  Let  us  refer  to  the  dsys  of  the  confederation! 
and  what  was  then  the  slate  of  things^  Did  the  different 
State  GovernmenU  pay  into  the  Federal  Treasury  their 
contingents,  which  were  due  upon  every  fair  principle? 
Would  the  debts  of  the  Revolution  have  ever  been  dis- 
charged, had  the  old  confederation  continued  to  exist? 
No,  air.  The  members  of  the  State  Legialatures  refused 
to  tax  the  people  of  the  respective  States  for  these  puN 
poses.  They  were  placed  in  such  a  poMlion  that  their 
duty  to  the  Government  of  the  confederation  was  at  war 
with  the  interests  of  tbeir  conatituenla;  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  Government  became  a  mere  shadow — 
destitute  of  power,  and  incapable  of  performing  ita  moat 
necessary  functions.  Yet  these  men,  who  refiised  to 
perform  their  duties,  were  the  very  men  who  had  peril- 
led every  thing  in  the  cauae  of  liberty. 

I  Voted  for  the  deposite  bill  of  the  last  aeasion  on  the  ' 
very  principles  then  maintained  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  At  that  time  we  heard  nothing  from 
him  which  would  authorise  us  to  infer  that  he  intended 
to  make  the  extreme  medicine  of  the  constitution  its 
daily  brriid. 

[Hr.  CauoiT*  here  explained.  Ue  said  tiiat  the  bill 
introduced  by  him  at  the  bst  session  contained  a  dinri- 
bution  for  several  years.] 

Mr.  B.  continued.  I  was  perfectly  aware  of  that  fact) 
but  with  whom  did  this  portion  of  his  bill  find  favor?  Is 
it  not  notorious  that  lie  abandoned  it  himaelP  He  advo- 
cated the  bill  as  an  extreme  remedy  for  an  extreme  ease, 
and  justified  the  measure  from  its  absolute  necessity. 

The  patient  was  then  in  a  stste  of  the  most  alarming 
pfethors.  -  The  danger  ofapoplexy  was  imminent.  We 
bled  him  copiously  in  order  to  save  his  life.  But  now, 
if  we  are  to  believe  my  friend  from  Georgia,  [Hr.  Eivo,] 
whose  opinions  upon  this  subject  are  entitled  to  great 
consideration,  our  patient  will  ere  long  be  as  lank  and 
lean  as  the  knight  of  La  Hancba.  He  is  now  threaten- 
ed with  a  galloping  conaumptioo.  Shall  we,  then,  San- 
grado  like,  eontmue  to  bleed?  When  the  a)-npioim 
change,  the  treatment  should  be  different.  Although  t 
do  not  concur  with  the  Senator  ftom  Georgia  tn  the 
opinion  he  has  expressed  in  regard  to  the  future  state  of 
the  Treasury,  yet  1  cannot  perceive  the  least  necessity, 
under  ex'nting  circumstances,  to  pass  another  deposite 
bill.  I  can  never  consent  to  make  that  which  was  an  ex- 
ception, under  a  peculiar  state  of  thingn,  Ihe  general 
rule  of  our  conduct.  Il  isso  rendered  alill  more  emphati- 
cally by  attaching  (his  amendment  to  a  nimmon  appro- 
priation bill.  If  you  introduce  this  policy,  as  a]^neral 
system,  you  will  change  Ihe  whole  tbeurj'  and  practice 
of  our  Government. 

What  effect  will  thia  principle  probably  produce  upon 
the  Stale  Governments  at  home?  They  are  now  frugal 
and  careful  of  the  people's  money,  because  their  expend- 
itures are  derived  from  taiCes  levied  upon  the  people. 
The  members  of  the  Stale  Lfgislatiires  are  placed  in 
that  condiitun  of  re^onaibility  to  thdr  immediate  conatit- 
aent%'which  necewirily  secures  prudence  and  economy 
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In  nukiflft  appropriations.  But  let  the  flood-giteiof  the 
national  Treaaury  be  opened,  let  copioua  atreama  of 
monev  flow  in  upon  them,  and  you  will  have  wild  and 
cxtrafagant  achemet  for  apej»dii^  it,  which  may  be  ru- 
inous to  the  Slatea  themselves.  They  will  thus  involve 
themselves  in  debts,  and  rely  upon  the  national  Treasury 
to  pay  them.  This  will  produce  pressure  upon  their 
representatives  to  get  as  much  as  they  cm  from  (he  Gen- 
era) Government,  and  give  as  little  as  tbey  can  to  nation- 
al objects. 

1  would  put  a  question  to  my  frieod  from  Arfcanaas^ 
[Mr.  SxTiaa.]  We  have  removed  and  are  about  remov< 
ing  all  the  Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  country 
west  of  his  State  and  (hat  of  Missouri.  These  turbulent 
and  reatlcss  savages  will  all  be  imbodird  on  the  Western 
frontierof  these  States.  The  Government  are  bound  by 
every  principle  to  yield  their  citizens  protection.  Cbie6y 
for  tbis  necessary  purpose,  the  Senate  baa  passed  a  bill 
to  increase  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army.  Doea  the 
Senator  believe  that  tbe  bill  will  ever  become  a  law, 
should  we  adopt  the  ssitem  of  distributing  aurpluaea 
among  the  Statesf  . 

[Mr.  BasTOa  ekcltimed  '*  never,  never,"] 

The  two  principles  areas  much  oppoaed.to each  other 
as  %ht  and  darkness.  If  the  surplus  derived  from  tax* 
ation  is  to  be  anmiallj  given  to  tbe  States,  all  appropria- 
tiona  in  Congresa  will  fall,  unleia  mch  as  may  be  made 
under  the  pressure  of  imirediste  and  pressing  necessity. 

I  voted  for  the  deposite  bill  last  year  because  no  other 
practicable  mode  existed  of  relieving  the  Treaaury,  and 
removing  the  money  from  the  drpoMie  banks.  But  no 
such  neces«ty  now  exists.  No  man  now  knows  whether 
there  will  be  a  aurplus  or  not.  If  there  should  be,  ai  I 
think  there  will,  it  will  be  small,  unless,  indeed,  this 
very  bill  ihouhl  create  it  by  defiiating  those  measurca  in 
the  other  House  rteceasBTy  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  reduction  of  tbe  revenue  to  the  standard  uf 
our  expenditiirei. 

Mr.  WALL  said  he  voted  for  the  distribution  bill  of 
the  last  session,  but  be  never  did  intend  to  adopt  the 
principle  as  one  upon  wliicb  be  would  act  in  all  future 
elreumatanee^  or  which  he  would  make  into  a  ^stem. 
ir  eireumitancef  should  be  the  same  at  that  time,  he 
would  act  upon  it  according  to  his  judgment.  But  they 
were  now  entirely  different.  It  was  not  now  the  ques- 
tion how  the  money  in  the  Treasury  on  tbe  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1838,  should  be  disposed  of,  but  whether  they 
should  now  sanction,  by,a  deliberate  act,  a  system  of 
log-roiling  legislaiion.  Tbe  bill,  without  this  distribution 
provision  added  to  it,  providing  for  tbe  common  defence 
of  tbe  country,  was  distinctly  witliin  the  limita  of  tbe 
Aonatilution.  Who  would  not  say  that  it  was  bia  duty  to 
provide  for  the  defence  of  the  country/  The  bill  to 
which  this  amendment  was  ingrafted  was  introduced  in 
the  House  on  the  Slst  of  December,  1836,  (the  same  bill 
failed  last  year,)  and  waa  acted  on,  so  far  as  concerned 
the  appropriationa,  in  the  Senate  bill  till  the  S^lh  of 
February.  In  lite  original  bill  there  were  appropria- 
tiona for  forlificatbna  in  Maine,  Maftacbusetts,  Connecti- 
cut Rhode  Island,  New  York,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Lou* 
isiana,  and  Florida,  and  one  or  two  others.  These  previa- 
ioni  were  for  defence,  and  were  clearly  and  unequivo- 
cally cnnsliiutional.  But  when  it  was  brought  to  the 
Senate,  there  waa  cunneclcd  wilh  it  a  measure  for  di- 
viding, not  what  was  now  a  surplus,  hut  a  surplus 
which  depended  upon  prophecy.  Mr.  W.  n'aa  not  wil- 
Tmg  to  legislate  on  prophecy.  There  might  or  might 
not  be  a  aurplus  on  the  1st  of  January,  ISjSf  and  if 
there  might  nut  be,  Mr.  W.  would  not  make  pro\ision 
for  what  might  not  take  pbce.  If  there  should  ihrn  be 
a  ■urplii!',  there  would  be  men  here  then  as  honest  and 
faithful  as  now,  and  there  would  be  lime  enough  fur 
Ihem  to  legislate  on  facts.   All  acknowledged  that  dis- 


tribution wat  an  evil  which  ought  not  lo  be  eneoorsgedi 
and  if  it  must  take  place,  tbe  next  Congresa  could  prO' 
vide  for  it.  Were  they  afrud  to  tmat  them  wilh  the 
question,  and  would  they  therefore  legislate  not  only  fur 
the  present,  but  for  futurity?  There  was  as  much  evil 
in  too  much  le^ialation  as  in  too  little,  especially  in 
legislating  for  evils  which  might  or  might  not  exist. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  no  interest  in  the  deponte  banks. 
They  were  not  of  his  party,  but  of  the  parly  opposed  to 
the  administration.  If  gentlemen  would  inveati|^te, 
they  would  find  that,  in  every  instance,  there  waa  either 
a  majority  of  the  stock  opposed  to  the  administration,  or 
a  majority  of  tbe  directors!  and  all  the  hue  and  cry 
against  the  depo«te  banks  waa  made  by  tbe  political 
friends  of  those  who  controlled  them.  Mr.  W.  there- 
fore had  no  interest  in  them  on  political  grounds.  But 
tbe  strongest  objection  to  the  amendment  (proriaion) 
was  that  it  waa  an  improper  mode  of  Icgialation.  And 
in  what  situation  would  this  *peaea  of  legislation  place 
some  of  the  flenatora  who  last  year  opposed  appropria- 
tions  for  these  fortifications,  but  would  vote  for  then 
tbia  year  with  a  small  amendment  added,  which  bad 
nocnnnexion  with  the  original  bill>  [Mr  Ewive, 
of  Ohio,  said  nearly  every  one  voted  fur  the  bill  last 
year.]  Hr.  W.  aaid  he  apoke  from  the  record  t  he  would 
not  recite  1^  but  refer  to  it.  Let  gentlemen  look  at  it 
tbemselTes.  Hr.  W.  was  for  making  proper  appropria- 
tions fbr  tbe  welbre  of  tbe  country,  but  he  protealcd 
against  this  log-rolling  system  of  legislation,  connecting 
together  subjects  totally  distinct,  and  compelling  mem- 
bera  to  take  both  or  neuher. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  aaid  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
was  certainly  under  a  mistake.  A  bill  for  certain  new 
works  was  opposed  at  the  last  session.  But  the  bill 
known  as  the  common  fortification  bill  wat  not  opposed. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  perbapa  there  would  be  found  in 
Ibis  fortification  bill  a  part  for  new  works. 

Hr.  NILE8  and  Mr.  CRITl'ENUEN  also  addressed 
tbe  Senateon  tbe  subject  of  the  amendment  of  the  Huuse 
to  diairibute  the  surplus  rereouet  aner  whichi 

The  Senate  took  a  receta. 

EvEMse  Siasios. 
DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from 
the  House,  making  appropriations  for  fortifications^  See. 
for  (he  year  1837,  the  question  being  on  a  motion  to  strike 
out  the  section  of  the  bill  which  provided  for  a  depoute 
of  the  aurplus  revenue,  un  the  lat  Of  January  next,  with 
the  several  SUtes. 

Tbe  debate  was  continued  to  a  late  hour  with  much 
earnestness,  when  the  question  waa  taken  on  tbe  oration 
above  atated,  and  decided  as  follows; 

YsAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Blsck,  Brown,  Cuthberl,  Ew- 
ing  of  Illinois,  FuUon,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
bams,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nieholss,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Page^  Parker,  Rivea,  Ruggle*,  Sevier,  Strapge, 
Tallmadge,  Walker.  Wall,  Wrrgbl~26. 

Nats— Mevrs.  Bayird,  C»lhoun,  Clayton,  Crittendes 
Davis,  Gwing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks  Kent,  Knight,  lloore  \ 
Prentis-s  Pieston,  Rubbins,  Southard,  Sper.ee,  Swift, 
Tomlinaon,  Webbter,  White— 19. 

So  the  motion  to  atiike  out  the  provision  for  the  dis- 
tribution amopf;  the  Slates  of  the  aurplus  revenue  on  tbe 
lat  of  January  next,  waa  drclded  in  tbe  affirmative. 

And,  thus  amended,  the  bi)l  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  variouB  bills  which  were  >-f  sierdsy  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  pamed. 

The  bill  conoeming  piloU  came  up  on  its  third  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  objected  to  it,  as  relating  to  a  aub/eet 
which  required  considenble  attemion,  and  ai  one  which 
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be  wtB  ntber  disposed  to  think  properly  belonged  to  the 
Mversl  States. 

Mr.  WALL  explained  the  objects  or  tbe  bill  in  detail, 
and  urjired  tbe  importance  of  iti  paaaage. 

lir.  WRlGflT-  alio  spoke  in  favor  of  ibe  bilit  md  it 
WM  then  pawed. 

LIGHT-HOUSES,  be. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  confer,  u  in  Cofflmittee  of 
the  Wbtrfe,  the  bill  making  appropri^ont  for  light* 
houses,  light-boats,  bitojrs,  &e.,  for  the  year  1837, 

Mr.  DAVIS  from  the  committee,  offered  Tarious 
amendmenta  to  the  bill,  (mostly  inconsiderable,)  one  of 
which  requirea  the  Navy  Commissioners  to  examine  (he 
premlsea  before  any  appropriations  shall  be  appliedt 
which  amendments  were  all  adopted. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  expressed  hia  high  approbation  of 
thia  amendment,  objecting,  however,  to  the  whole  aya* 
tem,  and  especially  to  the  practice  of  making  appropri- 
ations before  the  examinations  are  actually  made. 

Tbe  bill  was  still  further  amended,  on  motioni  of  Messrs. 
RUGGLES  and  HENDRICKS,  and  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  stated  that  the  aggregate  amount  ap- 
propriated by  this  bill  was  something  over  (500,000. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  ROBINSON,  the  bill  to  give  ae- 
eurity  to  correspondence  between  (be  United  States  and 
foreign  countries  waa  amended  by  a  aubstitute,  providing 
for  an  iacreaae  of  the  number  and  compensation  of  clerks 
ftnd  wntohnwB  In  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  fur 
the  erection  of  a  new  building  for  that  Department. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  aUted  that  the  Postmaster  General 
had  feoommendea  to  the  committee  n  reduction  of 
postage,  as  there  was  a  Urn  surplus  of  money  in  the 
Department.  A  majority  of  the  committee  were,  bow- 
ever,  of  the  opinion  that  it  ftught  to  be  applied  in  iocreas- 
iiqr  m>il  ftoilitieai  for  which  purpose  thia  subttitute  was 
now  introduced. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  slated  that  tbe  minority  of  the  committee 
were  of  tbe  contrary  opinion. 

The  substitute  for  the  bill  was  adopted  as  (be  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readio§^ 
Md  subsequent^  passed. 

FRENCH  AND  NEAPOLITAN  INDEMNITIES. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  the  consideration  of  a  bill  anti- 
cipating the  payment  of  indemnities  accruing  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  convention  with  France 
of  the  4th  of  July,  1831,  and  that  with  the  Two  Sicilies 
of  the  Ulh  October,  1833. 

Much  discussion  wu  excited  by  this  motioni  but  it  waa 
nt  length  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported,  and  ordered  to  its  third 
reading,  by  yeas,  and  nays  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles.  Norvell, 
Page,  Parker,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Southard, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Webster,  Wright— 20. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Davis,  Hendricks,  Moore, 
Swift,  Tomlinaon,  Wall,  White— 8. 

Many  other  bills  were  taken  up,  considered  aain  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  ordered  ton  third  reading,  and  pass- 
ed|  when  tbe  Senate  ac|joamed. 

WBDKBaDA.T,  MaXCV  1. 

CHEROKEE  INDIANS. 
Hr.  SOUTHARD  presented  the  memorial  of  3,500 
Cberokee  Indiana,  both  east  and  west  of  tbe  Mississippi, 
in  relatioD  to  the  treaty  with  their  tribe  ratified  at  tiie 
last  session  of  tbe  Senate,  renonstnding  against  that 
treaty  as  fraudulent  in  its  origin,  and  opprewve  in  its 
Vol.  XUt.— 64 


effect,  and  praying  an  investigation  of  the  subject  by 
Congress. 

Mr.  3.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed. 

Hr.  PRESTON  opposed  the  printing,  as  a  useless  ex- 
pense, and  as  tending  only  to  create  pernicious  agitation. 

Ur.  SOUTHARD  disclaimed  all  disposition  to  debate 
the  quesliont  but,  after  stating  the  nature  of  the  petition, 
appealed  to  the  Senate  in  behalf  of  what  he  represented 
as  the  wish  of  the  great  body  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
that  the  Ute  treaty  should  be  examined  into.  It  was  too 
late  in  the  seuion  to  hope  for  any  action  in  tbe  case,  bat 
be  hoped  the  printing  of  the  memorial  would  not  ben- 
fused. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  after  referring  to  the  late  period  of  the 
senion  as  nut  allowing  of  debate  upon  such  a  question, 
moved  to  lay  the  motnn  to  print  upon  the  tablef  which 
waa  agreed  to. 

BOOKS  FOR  COMMITTEE  ROOHS. 

Tbe  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Wall,  for  supply- 
ing the  committee  rooms  of  the  Senate  with  various 
works  published  by  order  or  under  the  superintendence 
of  Congress,  was  read  a  third  tim^  {_  and  tbe  queation 
being  on  its  psssage — 

Mr.  WALL  explained  Its  proviaion^  and  stated  that 
Uie  total  sum  to  be  expended  under  the  reaohiUon  woaU 
not  mnch  exceed  #800. 

Mr.  EWING  moved  to  amend  It  hi  adding  to  the  list 
of  works  in  the  resolution  BUiottV  Debalea  and  Dipla> 
matic  Correspondence. 

Hr.  SOUTHARD  supported  tbe  resolution  in  n  fisw 
remarks. 

Hr.  BENTON  went  at  length  into  a  speech  in  oppo- 
sition to  tbe  resolution,  which  he  deprecated  as  itself  a 
useless  expenditure,  as  scattering  the  books  which  ought 
to  be  kept  together  under  the  care  of  the  Secretary, 
and  as  leading  to  the  establishment  of  a  library  for  each 
committee  room,  &c 

Mr.  CALHOUN  joined  the  oppontion  to  the  measure, 
as  but  the  commencement  of  a  system  of  expense,  &c# 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  resokition  was  Iwd 
on  the  table. 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  up  his  reaohiUon  for  the  recog- 
nition of  tbe  independence  of  Texan,  on  which  a  debate 
of  much  interest  arose.  Hr.  W.  advocated  hia  resolu- 
tion by  a  speech  of  much  earnestness,  in  which  he  press- 
ed tbe  cUims  of  Texas  for  recognition  with  much  devo- 
ted ardor. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  PRESTON,  on  the  same 
side,  who  went  into  an  extensive  review  of  the  history  of 
Mexico,  from  tbe  period  of  her  recognition  by  our  own 
Government  to  tbe  present  time,  whence  he  deduoad 
the  argument  that  abe  never  had,  in  Tact,  exertised  con- 
trol over  Texas,  and  was  in  no  condition  now  to  enforce 
her  claims  of  sovereignty.  He  then  went  into  a  similar 
review  of  the  history  of  Texas,  put  and  present,  and  ar- 
gued to  show  that  she  was  fully  capable  of  performing 
tbe  duties  and  sustaining  the  responsibilities^  both  do- 
mestic and  foreign,  whmh  belong  to  in  independent 
Government. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  that,  somewhat  more  than  two 
months  ago,  tbe  Prendent  had  transmitted  a  mesnge  to 

tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States,  concerning  the  civil,  po- 
litical, and  military  condition  of  Texas,  and  its  relations 
with  Mexico.  In  that  message  he  observed  the  follow- 
ing passage:  "It  is  true  that,  with  regard  to  Texas,  tbe 
civil  authority  of  Mexico  baa  been  expelled,  its  invading 
army  defeated,  the  chief  of  the  republic  himself  caplsr- 
ed,  and  all  present  power  to  control  the  newly  organized 
Government  of  Texas  annihilated  within  its  confines. 
But,  on  tbe  other  band,  there    in  nppearuwc  tt  feut. 
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mn  tmmense  dwpirity  of  physical  force  on  the  tide  of 
Mexico.  The  lleticui  rrpublic*  under  another  Emcu- 
tivr,  is  rallying  its  forces  under  a  new  leader,  and  men- 
acing a  fresh  invasion  to  recover  its  lost  dominion.  Upon 
the  issue  of  this  threatened  inrasion  the  independence 
oiF  Tezu  may  be  considered  as  suspended;  and  vere 
there  nothing  peculiar  in  the  relative  situation  of  the 
United  Stales  and  Texas*  our  acknowledgment  of  its  in- 
dependence at  sucli  a  crisis  could  scarcely  be  regarded 
as  consistent  with  that  prudent  reaerre  with  which  we 
have  heretofore  held  ourselves  bound  to  treat  all  similar 
questions." 

It  is  true,  sir,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  that  this  sfcond  invading 
army  has  not  penetrated  into  Tezu.  It  is  true  that  not 
a  hostile  foot  is  to  he  found  in  Tessa.  But  it  is  equally 
true  that  the  latechief  of  the  Mexican  republic  has  been 
released  from  imprisonment  by  the  Texian  Government, 
and  that  he  has  returned  home.  It  is  probsble  that  this 
course  was  agreed  upon  by  both  of  the  contending  pir- 
ties,  with  the  undersUnding  thai,  if  public  sentiment  in 
Mexico  should  be  found  to  authorize  It,  the  Mexican 
chief  would  himself  lead  the  way  in  recognising  the  in- 
dependence Texas.  If  no  aucb  understanding  had 
taken  place,  was  it  certain  that  another  invasion  of  Tex- 
as* more  fonnidable  than  the  flrat,  would  not  be  attempt- 
vit  la  either  event,  it  would  be  more  prudent  in  ibla 
Oovernment,  more  wise,  more  consistent  with  the  deli- 
cate relations  which  exist  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  to  wait  until  we  see  the  result  of  the  return  to 
that  fwuntry  of  the  Mexican  chief,  before  we  venture 
upon  the  decisive  measure  of  recognition,  snd  of  throw- 
ing additional  embarrmssnient  in  tne  way  of  a  peaceful 
achuslment  of  our  serious  difTercnces  with  H«zieo.  The 
poli<gr  of  this  Government,  with  regard  to  foreign  nations 
and  to  the  domestic  contests  which  lake  place  among 
them  for  power,  had,  from  the  time  of  Washington  to 
the  present  day,  been  cautious,  prudent,  and  strictly 
impartial.  We  have  always  waited  until  their  new  Gov- 
cmmenu  had  acquired  ■lability,  and  were  placed  beyond 
the  probability  of  change,  before  we  recognised  their 
Independence. 

The  Executive  of  this  country  could  not,  it  would  be 
remembered,  b^induced  to  acknowledge  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Spaniali  American  republict,  until  they  had 
carried  on  tlieir  struggles  with  Spain  for  several  yeara^ 
and  this,  too,  when  we  had  no  serious  differences  to  ad- 
just with  that  monarchy.  The  contest  for  Texian  inde* 
pendence  has  not  been  going  on  for  more  tfaan  one  year. 
We  have,  at  this  time,  difficulties  of  such  magnitude 
with  the  republic  of  Mexico,  that  the  Prewdent  of  the 
Vnited  States  had  recommended  reprisals  sgainit  her. 
The  Senate*  two  days  ago*  unanimously  voted  against 
the  adoption  of  any  such  hostile  meuure  towards  that 
repubfic.  And  could  they  now,  consistently  with  that 
vote,  prematurely  commit  the  peace  of  the  nation^ 
Could  they  now,  bononbly,  take  advantage  of  the  weak- 
ness and  aistractions  of  Mexico*  aiid  recognise  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas,  without  knowing  what  course  the 
Mexican  chief  himself  would  take  on  the  subject? 
Would  this  be  magnanimous?  A  short  delay  would  re- 
move all  difficulty.  This  delsy  would  not  be  incompat- 
ible with  the  indulgence  of  all  our  sympathies  for  the 
Texlans.  In  a  monlh  or  two  we  should  learn  the  news 
of  Banta  Anna  in  relation  to  Texas.  In  the  mean  time, 
tlie  Executive,  charged  with  the  foreign  relations  of  tlie 
eountry*  ought  to  be  permitted  to  act  acconling  to  cir- 
cumslaneeff,  upon  his  own  responsibility,  with  respect 
to  the  acknowledgment  of  Texian  independence.  This 
courae  would  be  in  harmony  with  the  action  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legialafure  on  the  subject.  They  had 
made  an  appropriation  to  enable  the  President  to  send 
a  diplomatic  a^nt  to  Texas,  whenever  he  should  receive 
laamctory  evidence  tbit  she  wu  actually  an  independ- 


ent Power,  and  deemed  it  expedient  to  despatch  a  min- 
ister to  that  country.  Mr.  N.,  therefore,  submitted  a 
substitute  for  the  original  resolution,  declaring  "that 
whenever  information,  satisfactory  to  the  President  of 
the  United  SUlea,  should  be  received,  that  Texas  has  in 
■uccesiful  operation  a  civil  Government,  capable  of  per- 
forming the  duties  and  of  fulfilling  the  oblations  of  an 
independent  Power,  it  will  be  expedient  to  aeknowkte 
the  independence  of  that  republic."  It  weuM,  he  aaid. 
be  observed,  that  while  the  language  and  spirit  of  hb 
amendment  were  similar,  in  moat  respects,  to  the  reso. 
lotion  adopted  by  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  upon  the 
same  subject,  there  wax  this  material  variation,  in  the 
amendment,  from  the  resolution.-  that  was  an  abstract 
and  general  decbrmtiont  this  devolved  upon  the  Presi- 
dent the  responsibility  of  deciding  when  such  a  aUte  of 
things  might  exiat  as  to  justify  the  recognition  of  Texian 
independence.  The  amendment  would  obviate  the  ne- 
ceasity  of  delaying  this  recognition  until  the  next  aearion 
of  Congress,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President*  it 
could  be  safely  and  wifely  made  before  that  time. 

Mr.  WALKER  objected  to  the  amendment,  aa  not  ad- 
vancing the  Texian  cause  beyond  the  point  at  which  it 
stood  last  aession. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  also  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
■poke  for  a  short  time  in  support  of  Ur.  Walub's  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  CLAT  inquired  whether  the  resolution  was  n^^ 
tended  to  be  followed  up  by  any,  and  what,  legislative 
action.  He  objected  to  the  resolution,  aa  covering  not 
only  the  legialative  but  also  the  executive  functions  of 
the  Government.  Though  be  should  prefer  that  the 
question  riiould  lie  over  a  little  lon^,  yet,  if  the  quea- 
tion  were  put  to  htm  in  any  shape  m  which*  as  a  legisla- 
tor, he  was  called  to  give  an  affirmative  or  negative  vole, 
he  fchould*  in  conformity  with  the  principles  on  which  be 
had  always  acted  in  reference  to  the  South  American 
State**  give  an  affirmative  answer.  But  there  would 
then  irmain  behind  the  very  grave  and  Important  qoes- 
tion  of  annexation)  on  whicb  he  would  at  present  ex- 
press  no  opinion.  TTiey  were  entirely  distinct  questinnsi 
and  a  vote  on  the  one  would  not  commit  any  man  on  tbe 
other.  As  the  question  would  come  up,  however*  oa 
the  appropriation  bill  from  the  House,  be  ahould  prefa'* 
if  agreeable  to  the  mover,  to  move  at  present  that  it  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  aaid  that  there  would  be  no  inconsist- 
ency in  adopting  his  resolution,  and  then  voting  on  tbe 
item  in  the  appropriation  bill.  The  latter  was  contin- 
gent in  its  character,  but  this  resolution  gave  a  poaitive 
expreasion  of  the  opinion  of  the  Senate.  He  contended 
for  the  propriety  of  such  an  expression  of  ojiinion,  and 
against  casting  the  whole  burden  of  responsibility  on  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  afler  expressing  bis  best  wishes 
for  the  suceesa  of  Texa%  and  hia  confident  bc^  of  it, 
contended  that  tbia  was  not  the  moroeot  in  which  it  be- 
came uf  to  act.  Every  one  knew  that  the  success  of 
Texas^  thua  far,  had  been  achieved  mainly  by  men  and  re- 
sources drawn,  in  fact,  from  tbe  people  uf  the  United 
States,  though  without  any  recognition  of  its  Govern- 
mentt  and  aa  the  people  of  Texas  had  adopted  a  reaolu- 
tion  that,  as  soon  we  aliould  reci^nise  their  independ- 
ence, they  would  immediately  apply  for  reception  into 
the  United  Stites  as  a  State  of  this  Union*  we  might  ex- 
pose ourselves,  in  the  view  uf  the  world,  to  the  atrong- 
est  suspicions  of  a  departure  from  that  imparltaliiy  which 
we  hau  always  obaerved  toward  other  nations.  A*  Santa 
Anna  had  had  his  life  given  him  by  the  people  of  Texas, 
and  was  likely  to  return  with  acclamations  to  the  GfV- 
ernment  of  Mexico,  would  it  not  be  better  to  wait  and 
see  whether  he  would  not  fblfil  the  promise  be  bad  btea 
understood  to  bare  made  trf  uaing  his  great  influence  ia 
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ftvor  of  his  libentortf  Mr.  B.  did  not  beFieTe  be  would 
hare  the  leut  desire  to  try  a  war  with  Tezai  again. 

[At  ihia  atage  of  tbe  debate,  the  Seiute  took  tu  daily 
rcce*.] 

Eriirtiro  Sisstov. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  cotiHderation  of  tbe  reiolu* 
tion  on  the  independence  of  Texa^  the  qneation  bdng 
on  the  anbMitute  offerad  by  Mr.  Nobtbll. 

Mr.  PRESTON  addressed  tbe  Senate  at  some  length, 
chiefiy  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bvobavav,  otging  that  former 
precedents  not  only  warranted  but  required  tbe  express 
action  of  Congress  at  this  time,  the  subject  having  been 
r^erred  to  tbem  bv  the  Present,  and  tbe  ftcts  being 
■uohu  not  only  tojustify  but  demand  ft  recognition.  He 
luged  both  the  impropriety  of  referring  the  aabject 
•bolly  to  the  President,  and  his  anwillingneta  to  trust 
with  him  tbe  wbole  responsibility.  Re  iniiited  Ibat  for 
Congress  to  wait  till  Mexico  should  recognise  tbe  inde- 
pendence of  TezBi  was  at  Tariance  with  all  former  pre- 
cedents. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  wairing  reply,  mored  to  lay  tbe 
reBolulion  on  Ibe  tablet  which  nootion  was  negatived,  by 
tbe  following  votei 

TiAs — Measrs.  Brown,  Buehanan,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Morris,  NieholM, 
Norrell,  Page,  Prentiss,  Rugglea.  SwiO.  Talbnadge, 
Tipton,  Toffllinson,  Wall,  Wright— 19. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black.  Calhoun, 
Cuthbert,  Swing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
-Linn,  Moore,  Houton,  Niles,  Parker,  Preston,  Rivra, 
Robinwn,  Sevier,  Bpence,  Strange,  Walker,  White— S3. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Nonriix  wu  loM,  by 
yeas  and  nay^  u  follows: 

TzAB— Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Hubbard,  Knight,  Morris,  Norvell,  Paife,  Prentiss,  Rug- 
gles.  Swift,  Tallmadg«,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Wright— 16. 

Nats — Messrs,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Koore^  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Parker,  Preston,  Rivci^  Robinson,  Sevier,  Spenee, 
Strange,  Tipton,  Walfcer,  White— 25. 

The  original  resolution,  as  offered  by  Mr.  Witzn, 
was  as  follows: 

"  Raohed^  That  the  State  of  Texas  having  establish- 
ed and  maintained  sn  independent  Government,  capable 
of  performing  those  duties,  foreign  and  domestic,  which 
Appertain  to  independebt  Governments,  and  it  appearing 
that  there  is  no  longer  any  reasonable  proqiect  of  the 
•uccessful  prosecution  of  the  war  by  Mexico  against 
■aid  State,  it  is  expedient  and  proper,  and  in  conformity 
vith  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  practice  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  like  cases,  that  the  independent  political  exist- 
ence of  said  State  be  acknowledged  by  the  Goremment 
of  tbe  United  States." 

The  question  on  i^freehig  to  tlui  reaolatlon  wu  deci- 
ded as  follows: 

Yus — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Calhoao, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendriclu, 
Linn,  Moore,  Mouton,  Niles,  Parker,  Preston,  Rive*, 
Rubinson,  Rugglea,  Sevier,  Spenee,  Btrans^  Walker, 
White— 23. 

NATa — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Hubbard..King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
Morrill  Nicholas,  Nonrell,  Page,  Prentiss,  Swift,  Tali- 
inadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Wright— 19. 

So  Ibe  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  announcement  of  tbia  vote  called  forth  some  ap> 

Elause  from  the  gallery,  which  wu  promptly  checked 
y  the  Chair. 

NAVAL  SERVICE. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  DAVIS,  the  Seaale  proceeded  to 


the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  approprkttons  finr 
the  naval  service  for  the  year  183r. 

The  amendments  offered  by  the  committee  were 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RIVES,  the  bill  was  further  amend- 
ed, by  appropriating  {100,000  to  launch  and  secore  the 
United  Statea  Aip  of  the  line  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.CALHOUKreaarked  that  tbe  balances  on  hand 
for  the  navel  Mrrlee  amounted  to  about  9^800,000. 
Thisy  with  the  appropriations  of  this  bill,  would  make 
the  whole  a  very  large  sum,  rather  greater  than  tbe 
whole  expenditure  of  Government  uiider  Mr.  Monroe, 
and  about  equal  to  the  highest  entire  expenditure  under 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  RIVES  replied  that  these  appropriations  were  in 
addition  to  outstanding  balances,  except  where  the  con- 
trary wss  expressed  in  the  bill.  Tbe  objects,  be  said, 
were  distinct.  Former  outstanding  appropriations  were 
for  the  completion  of  works  begun)  but  tite  objects  of 
tbe  appropriations  of  this  bill  were  new  and  distinct. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  would  now  say  to  the  Senate 
that  this  bill,  in  connexion  with  previous  appropriations, 
would  put  under  the  control  of  tbe  Navy  Department 
something  like  ^13,000,000. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  sub-^ 
■equently  read  a  third  lime  and  passed. 

OLD  HARBORS,  Sic 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVI9,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  tbe  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  har> 
bors,  and  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the  mouths 
of  certain  rivers. 

Several  amendments  from  the  committee  were  adopted. 

On  the  amendment  to  this  bill,  proposed  by  Ihe  com- 
mittee, for  the  relief  of  tbe  citizens  of  Alexandria, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered.  He  remarked  that  this  amendment  was 
identical  with  (be  bill  lately  passed  by  tbe  Senate  for 
this  purpose,  and  protested  i^inst  this  mode  of  legis* 
lation,  by  which  members  might  be  compelled  either 
to  rote  for  an  amendment  having  no  connexion  with 
the  objects  of  tbe  bill,  or  to  vote  againiit  the  bill  it- 
self. 

Mr.  DAVIS  admitted  tbe  mode  to  be  generally  ex- 
ceptionable. But  the  committee,  he  said,  were  influ- 
enced by  the  cona'derations  that  this  measure  ought  to 
pass,  and  (hat:the  bill  sent  to  the  other  House  for  this 
purpose,  loaded  as  it  was  there  with  other  important 
business,  wu  not  likely  to  pass  in  that  House,  He  pro- 
ceeded to  show  that  justice  demanded  this  appropria« 
lion  for  Alexandria,  and  that  the  amount  would  but  jost 
place  Alexandria  on  tbe  same  footing  with  Georgetown 
and  Washington,  which  cities  bad  obtained  so  much 
greater  aid  from  Congress  on  the  Holland  debt. 

This  amendment  wu  further  and  earnestly  discussed 
by  Utssrs,  PARKER,  WRIGHT,  NILES,  BUCHAN' 
AN',  KENT,  and  PRESTON,  and  wu  carried  in  tbe 
afRrmative,  by  the  following  vote: 

Yias — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Moore, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Se- 
vier, Spenee,  Walker,  White— 24. 

Nats — Messrs,  Benton,  Brown,  Hubbard,  Lyon, 
Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Page,  Prentiss,  Buggies, 
Strange,  Swift,  TsUmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wal^ 
Wright— 17. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ap- 
propriating f50,000  for  tbe  improvement  of  tbe  naviga- 
tion of  tbc  Wabash  river.  Negatived. 

Also  negatived,  an  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
HOOKE,  of  {100,000  for  tbe  completion  of  Ibe  canal 
around  the  Muscle  shoals,  in  I'ennessee  river. 
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Mr.  WALL  movrd  to  amend  the  bill  by  in  appro- 
priation  of  |9,900  for  Raritan  livert  which  he  pretaed 
with  great  ardor  and  pprs  eve  ranee,  in  which  he  was 
carneally  supported  by  Mr.  SOUTHARD. 

After  mult  debate,  this  amendment  waa  lost  in  com- 
mitter: Yeaa  16,  ntya  16;  hut  wa*  carried  afLerwarda  in 
the  Senate:  Yeas  21,  nays  14. 

An  amendment  by  Mr.  WALKER,  of  fS.OOO  fbr  the 
mouth  of  PascB^ula  rirer^  and  of  |1,C00  for  that  of 
Pearl  rirer,  waa  lost  in  committee:  Ayea  10,  noes  not 
countedt  and  lott  again  in  Senate:  Ayes  12. 

Mr.  LTON  moved  to  increase  the  115.000  in  the  bill, 
for  a  pier  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Joaeph'i  rrTer,  to$30,000. 
Negatived. 

An  amendment  by  Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohin,  of  (20,000 
for  the  mouth  of  Mnumee  river,  was  lost  in  Senate. 
Alao,  of  fl2,000,  by  Mr.  LYON,  for  Kalamasoo  river. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Kinance  Committee,  re- 
ported the  appropriation  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  tbe  Govemment  for  the  yearlS37, 
with  numerous  amendments;  which  were  agreed  tn. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  to  amend  the  billby  inserting 
#5,000  to  complete  the  law  library  of  Ccngrevt  accord- 
ing to  a  catalogue  to  be  furnished  by  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  Slates.    Tt  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  increasing 
the  salary  of  (he  recorder  of  the  General  Land  Office  to 
|3,500t  which  was  tgreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  insert  #2,000  for  the  salary 
of  aMeretai7  of  legation  to  Mexico.   Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  insert  #30,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  manuscripts  uf  Mr.  Hadisor,  containing  a 
record  of  the  debatea  of  the  eonvenlion. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  asked  the  yeas  and  nsys;  which,  be- 
inf;  taken,  stood  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Hendrickx, 
Kent,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Norvelt,  Parker,  Preston, 
Bives,  Robinson,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Walt, 
Webater,  White,  Wright— 35. 

Nin—Messrs.  Calhoun,  Davis,  Hobbird,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Geot^ia,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Nile^ 
Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Tipton— 13. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  for  sUluary  for  the  eastern 
front  of  the  Capitol,  $8,000. 

He  said  he  had  been  advised  not  to  insert  the  name  of 
any  artist,  althougd,  from  his  knowledge  of  Mr.  Peraico, 
(on  whose  efaaractet  and  talents  he  pronounced  a  hand- 
some eult^y,)  he  was  strongly  inclined  to  insert  his 
nsme  here,  as  it  had  been  in  the  bill  from  the  House. 
He,  however,  would  waive  doing  ao,  in  the  hope  that 
Mr.  Peraico  might  be  appointed  to  execute  the  work. 

Hr.  WEBSTER  sdvocated  Ihe  amendment!  buf  aa 
art,  like  science,  belonged  to  the  world,  and  not  to  any 
particular  nation,  be  was  opposed  to  designating  any 
individual  artist,  whether  an  American  or  a  foreigner. 
Tbe  amendment  was  agreed  (o. 
Mr.  PULTON  moved  an  amendment  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  surveyor  general  of  Arkaniaa,  #2,000. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  of  the  spproprlAlion  for  the  contingent  appointment 
of  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Texas  the  words  "may  receive 
satisftelorj  evidence  that  Texas  is  an  independent 
Power.** 

Mr.  W.  advocated  tbe  amendment,  on  the  ground  that 
the  Senate  had  this  day  decided  that,  in  their  judgment 
Texas  waa  independent. 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nay^  as 
IbUows: 


YxAS— Meaara.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  CriUenden, 
Fulton.  Hendricks,  Ltnn,  Moore,  Mouton,  Parker, 
Preston,  Rivet,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Wslker,  White— 16. 

Nats— Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Chtyton,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Runles, 
Southard,  Swin,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall, 
Webster,  Wright— St. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  relates  to  the  salaries  of  librarian,  assistant  Vf 
brartan,  and  meaaengert,  with  a  view  to  famrease  Aem; 
but  it  waa  rejected. 

On  his  motion,  #400  was  sppropriated  for  part  pa^ 
ment  of  the  artist  who  made  a  bust  of  the  late  Chief 
Justice  Bllswonh. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  amendment  for  ex- 
tra compenaation  to  tM  judge  of  the  district  of  Eaat 
Florida,  who  bad  adjudiested  on  certain  private  land 
claims,  tl,500,  sceofflpanled  With  a  clause  repealing  the 
act  for  thta  charge  in  ^ture.    It  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  tbe  Senate.  The  unend- 
ments  were  agreed  to,  and  Ihe  bill  ordered  to  its  third 
reading. 

Severs)  other  bills  received  their  third  reading,  vcre 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  House  for  concurrence. 
And  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 

TmrKSDAT,  MancH  3. 

BRIGS  ENCOMIUM,  ENTERPRISE,  AND  COMET. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  it  would  be  renembercd 
that  on  his  motion  a  reaolulion  was  adopted,  reqoeating 
the  President  to  communteate  to  the  Senate  the  corre- 
spondence between  this  Government  and  that  of  Great 
Britain,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the  brigs  Encomium  and 
Enterprise.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  messsge  of  the  Preat- 
dent  in  answer  to  the  resolution,  from  »-hieh  he  found  that 
there  waa  another  case  (that  of  the  Comet)  of  a  simitar 
character,  of  which  he  was  not  aware  when  he  made  bis 
motion,  and  which  occurred  as  far  back  as  1833.  He 
hsd  read  with  care  the  correspondence,  but,  he  must  say, 
with  very  little  satisfaction.  It  was  all  on  one  side.  Our 
Executive  has  been  knocking,  (no,  that  is  too  stronjf  n 
term,)  tapping  gently  at  the  door  of  the  British  Secre- 
tary, to  obtain  justice,  for  these  five  years,  without  re- 
ceiving an  answer,  and  this  in  Ihe  plainest  case  tmsglna- 
ble.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  censure  those  who  had 
been  Intrusted  with  the  correspondence  on  our  part. 
They  had  written  enough,  and  more  tttan  enough;  but 
truth  compelled  him  to  say  the  tone  was  not  high 
enough,  considering  the  injustice  to  ourcitizei^  end  the 
outrage  on  the  flag  snd  honor  of  the  Union.  Ris  re- 
marks were  intended  more  especially  for  the  latter  part 
of  the  correspondence,  after  the  long  delay  without  aa 
answer  from  Ihe  British  Government.  At  first,  in  so 
plain  a  case,  little  more  could  be  thought  necessary  tbaa 
a  plain  statement  of  the  facts,  which  was  given  In  e  very 
clear  and  satisftctory  manner  in  the  tetter  of  ttie  Pres* 
dent  elect  in  the  case  of  the  Comet. 

Without  repeating  what  he  said  on  tbe  introduction  of 
the  resolution,  he  would  remind  the  Senate  of  tbe  fads 
of  the  case  in  tbe  briefest  manner  poasible. 

The  three  brigs  were  engaged  in  the  coasting  trader 
and,  among  other  passengers,  had  slaves  on  boerd,  be- 
longing to  our  citizens,  who  were  aendine  them  to  tbe 
Southwestern  Sutea,  with  a  view  to  aetflement.  Tbe 
Enterprise  was  forced,  by  stress  of  weather,  into  Pott 
Hamilton,  Bermuda,  where  the  slaves  on  board  were 
forcibly  seised  and  detained  by  the  local  authorities. 
The  other  two  were  wrecked  on  tbe  Keya  belonging  to  tbe 
Balisma  islands,  and  the  passengers  and  crew  taken  by 
wreckers,  contrary  to  their  wisbcji^  into  Naasu,  New 
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Proridenee,  where  fhe  ilares  Atred  the  nme  hte  ti  «t 

Bermuda. 

These  were  the  enential  faeti  of  the  cue.  He  did  not 
intend  to  ar^e  the  (juettions  that  grew  out  of  ihein. 
There  wu,  indeed,  little  or  no  ground  for  argument. 
No  one  in  the  leaat  conrerstnt  with  the  laws  of  nations 
can  doubt  that  these  resaela  were  as  much  under  the  pro- 
tection of  our  flagt  while  on  their  royage,  proceeding 
from  one  port  of  the  Union  to  another,  as  if  they  were 
in  port,  lying  at  the  wharves,  within  our  icknowledfred 
jurisdiction.  Nor  Is  it  less  clear,  that  forced  m  the  En- 
terprise was  by  stress  of  weather,  and  taken,  under  the 
circumstances  (hat  the  passengers  and  crews  of  the  oth- 
er two*were,  into  the  British  dominions,  they  lost  none  of 
the  rights  which  belonged  to  them  white  on  their  voyage 
on  the  ocean.  So  far  frtherwtte^  so  far  from  losing  the 
protection  whieh  our  flsg  nve  Ihem  while  on  the  oeeani 
they  had  superadded,  by  thetr  misfortunes,  the  addition- 
al rights  which  the  lawi  of  humanity  extend  to  the  un- 
fortunate in  their  situation,  and  which  are  regarded  by 
all  civilized  nations  as  sacred.  It  follows,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  that  the  municipal  laws  of  the  place  could 
not  divest  the  owners  of  the  property  which,  as  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  they  bad  in  tbe  shra  who  were 
passengers  in  tbe  vetselsi  and  yet,  as  clear  as  b  this  con- 
clusion, they  were  forcibly  seized  and  detained  by  the 
local  authorities  of  the  islands;  and  the  Gtivemment  of 
Great  Britain,  after  fire  years'  negotiation,  has  not  only 
withheld  redress,  but  has  not  even  deigned  to  answer  the 
often-repeated  application  of  our  Government  for  redress. 
We  are  thus  leH  by  its  silence  to  conjecture  the  reaion 
for  ao  extraordinai^  a  course. 

On  caiting  hia  eyea  over  the  whole  subject,  he  could 
fix  on  but  one  that  had  the  least  plausibility,  and  that  rest- 
ing on  a  principle  which  it  was  scarcely  credible  that  a 
Government  so  intelligent  could  aaaumei  he  ineant  the 
principle  that  there  could  not  be  propertyin  persons.  It 
was  not  for  blm  tn  object  that  Great  Britain,  or  any  oth- 
er country,  should  assume  that  or  any  other  principle  it 
might  think  proper,  as  applicable  to  ita  subjects;  but  he 
must  protest  against  the  right  to  adopt  it  at  applicable  to 
our  country  or  eiticent.  It  would  itrike  at  the  independ- 
ence of  our  country,  and  would  not  be  leas  insulting  than 
outrageous;  while  it  would  ill  become  a  nation  that  was 
the  greatest  slaveholder  of  any  on  earth,  notwithstand- 
ing all  cant  about  emancipation,  to  apply  such  a  princi- 
ple in  her  intercourse  with  others.  It  is  time  to  speak 
out  boldly  on  this  subject,  and  to  expose  freely  the  foll^ 
and  hypocrisy  of  those  who  accuse  others  of  what,  if 
there  be  guilt,  they  are  more  guilty  thcmtelvei. 

Oara  ia  not  the  only  mode  in  which  man  mny  have  do- 
minion over  man.  The  principle  which  would  abrogate 
the  propetry  of  our  citizens  in  their  slaves  would  equal- 
ly abrogate  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  over  the  sub- 
ject nations  under  her  control.  If  one  individual  can 
nave  no  propertyin  another,  how  can  one  nation,  which 
is  but  an  aggregate  of  individuals,  have  dominlonkwhich 
involvea  the  highest  right  of  property,  over  another?  tf 
man  hat,  by  nature,  the  ri^ht  of  aelf-government,  have 
not  nations,  on  the  tame  principle,  an  equal  right?  And 
if  the  former  forbids  one  individual  from  having  proper- 
ty in  another  individual,  does  not  the  other  equally  for- 
bid one  nation  holding  dominion  over  another?  How 
inconsistent  would  it  be  in  Great  Britain  to  withhold  re- 
dreas  for  Injustice  to  our  citizens  committed  in  the  West 
Indies,  on  the  ground  that  persons  could  not  be  proper- 
ty, while  in  tlie  Baat  Indiea  the  exercises  unlimited 
dominion  over  more  than  a  hundred  millions  of  human 
beings,  whose  labor  she  eontrola  as  effectually  as  our 
citizens  do  that  of  their  davei!  It  is  not  to  be  credited 
that  she  will  venture  to  assume,  in  her  relation  with  us, 
•  principle  so  utterly  indefensible,  and  which  could  not 
but  cxpoM  her  to  imputationi  which  would  make  ber 


sincerity  queationable.  Thia  the  must  ae^  and  to  the 
fact  that  abe  doea  be  attributed  her  long  and  obatinate 

silence. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  why,  then,  does  she  not  make  rep- 
aration at  once  in  ao  clear  a  case?  Why  not  restore  the 
slaves,  or  mike  ample  compensation  to  their  owners? 
He  could  imagine  but  one  motive;  she  bad  among  her 
aobjeela  many  whoae  fanatical  feelings  on  this  tubjeet 
she  waa  unwillii^to  offend;  but,  while  respecting  the 
feelings  of  her  tubjecta,  blind  and  misdirected  as  they 
are,  she  onght  not  to  forget  that  our  GovMnment  it  also 
bound  to  respect  the  feelings  of  its  citizens.  Let  ber  re- 
member that,  if  to  respect  the  righu  which  our  chizena 
have  over  their  slaves  be  offensive  to  any  portion  of  her 
luhjecta,  how  much  more  so  would  it  be  to  our  citizens 
for  our  Government  to  acquiesce  in  her  refuaal  to  re- 
spect our  right  to  eatabliah  the  relation  whieb  one  por- 
tion of  our  population  ahall  have  to  another,  and  now 
unreasonable  it  would  be  for  her  to  expect  that  our  Gov- 
ernment should  be  more  lodifferent  to  the  feelii^  of  its 
citizens  than  hers  to  any  portion  of  her  subjects.  He, 
with  every  lover  of  his  country,  on  both  sides,  desired 
Hneerely  to  see  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  two  coun- 
triea  preserved;  but  he  held  that  the  only  condition  on 
which  they  could  possibly  be  preaerved  was  that  of  per- 
fect eqaalily  and  a  mutual  respect  for  their  respective 
inatituiionst  and  he  could  not  but  see  that  a  pcrseve- 
nnce  in  withholding  redreu  in  these  cases  musU  in  the 
end,  disturb  the  friendly  relations  which  now  so  happily 
exist  between  the  two  countries. 

He  hoped,  on  resuming  the  correspondence,  our  Gov- 
ernment would  presa  the  claim  for  redreu  in  a  manner 
&r  more  cameat  and  becoming  the  imporunce  of  the 
subject  than  it  has  heretofore  done.  It  seemed  to  bioi 
that  a  vaat  deal  too  much  bad  been  said  about  the  decis- 
ion of  the  courts  and  tbe  acts  of  the  British  Government 
than  ought  to  have  been.  They  have  little  or  nothing 
to  do  with  tbe  case,  and  can  have  no  force  whatever 
against  the  grounds  on  which  our  clums  for  justice 
stand.  However  binding  on  their  own  subjects,  or  fur^ 
eignera  voluntarily  entering  ber  dominionB,  they  can 
have  no  bindingeffect  whatever,  where  miafortune,  such 
at  in  these  eases,  placed  oar  citizens  within  her  Jurisdic- 
tion. 

If  they  be  properly  presented,  and  pressed  on  the  at- 
tention of  the  British  Government,  he  could  not  doubt 
but  that  speedy  and  ample  justice  would  be  done,  tt 
could  not  be  withheld  but  by  an  open  refusal  to  do  joa- 
tice,  which  he  could  not  anticipate.  As  to  hlmseir,  ha 
should  feel  bound,  as  one  of  tbe  repretentstives  from 
the  slarehbldlng  States  which  had  a  peculiar  and  deep 
intereat  in  the  question,  to  bring  this  esse  annually  be- 
fore Congress,  ao  longaa  he  held  a  seat  oo  this  floor,  if 
redress  Mall  be  ao  long  withheld. 

GENERAL  APPROPBIATtON  AND  BARBOR 
BILL9. 

Tbe  bill  making  appropriationa  for  the  civil  and  dip- 
lomatic expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  183/, 
and  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  (old)  har- 
bora,  ice.  for  1837,  were  severally  read  a  third  time, 
and  pasaed;  the  latier  by  the  following  vote: 

TsAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Davi^ 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  McKean,  Horrid,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  South- 
ard, Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright— 36, 

Nats— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Kii^  of  Georgia,  Uoore,  Parkn',  Preston,  Rive^ 
Strange,  Walker,  White— 13. 

ROAD  BILL. 
Tbe  bill  making  appro|fftationa  for  the  repair  and  con- 
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itruetion  of  certain  rotda  (including  the  Cumberland 
road]  haTinjr  been  taken  up — 

Hr.  NORVELL,  after  making  a  few  remarkii,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  fourth  section,  which  proridei  for  the 
repayment  of  the  appropriation  for  the  rotd  oat  of  the 
two  per  cent.  fund. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  bdi^  taken  by  ytu 
and  naya,  it  waa  rejected,  as  foltowt: 

Yua — Messrs.  Black.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Knight,  Lyon,  HcKean,  Moore,  Norvell,  Pres- 
ton, Rubles,  Southard,  Spence,  Webster,  White— 31. 

NiTa — Messrs.  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  ))■ 
Gnoii^  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Orundy,  Hendricks, 
Rent,  Linn,  Morri%  Nicholas  Nile^  Robbins^  Robinson, 
Serier,  Strange,  Swift,  Ttllmtdge,  Tipton,  TOmlinson, 
Wright— 22. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  n  third  reading,  and 
passed. 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  relative  to  reeofinising  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas  was  adopted,  in  order  that  he  might 
change  his  vote,,  which  wu  given,  under  muapprehen* 
sion,  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WALKER  was  opposed  to  the  motion,  beeaose 
he  regarded  it  as  ■  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  rule,  at 
least,  ir  the  vote  were  reconsidered,  the  result  as  lo 
the  resolution  would  not  be  disturbed.  Being  satisfied 
that  this  would  be  the  esse,  and  as  time  was  now  so  pre- 
cious, he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move  to  lay  the  motion  of  re- 
consideration on  the  table.  Mr.  W.  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion at  the  request  of 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  who  said  he  concurred  with  the 
Senator  from  M'nissippi  in  what  he  bad  said  as  lo  the 
rule.  And  Mr.  C.  did  not  regard  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine  as  going  the  whole  length  of  recon- 
sideration) all  that  he  wanted  was  to  correct  his  vote. 
Mr.  C.  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  of  recon- 
rideration  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  orderedt  and  the  question  was  determuied  in  the 
negative;  Yeas  33,  nays  35,  as  follows: 

YiAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Parker, 
Preston,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  White— 23. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Ctsyton,  Critten- 
den, Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  McKean,  Morris,  Norvel), 
Page,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Rufnrles,  Southard,  Swift,  TalU 
roadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webater,  Wright— 25. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vole  by  which  the  resolution  wu  adopted, 
wMch  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows— the  votes 
being  equal: 

YiAfr— Messrs.  Brown,  Buchsnan,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Geoigia,  Knight,  McKean,  Morris,  Norvell,  Psge, 
Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Southsrdi  SwifV,  Tallmadgp,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright— 24. 

Ni.Tfl — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Hendricks,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Walker,  White— 24. 

DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 
A  messsge  having  been  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  disagreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  in  striking  out  the  3d  section  of  the  fortification 
bill,  providing  for  the  diitributlon  of  the  Burplm  revenue 
amo«g  the  State*— 


Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  that  the  Senate  do  insist  upon 
its  amendment. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  his  hope  that  the  Senate 
would  recede,  and  not  resist  an  expresrion  of  Uie  iriU 
of  the  RppresentaUves  of  the  people,  given  by  ao  de- 
cided a  majority  as  was  said  to  have  voted  in  the  other 
House. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  waa  at  least  In  order  to  indulge  in 
suppositions  as  to  what  had  paased  elsewberct  and  aup* 
posing  the  land  bill  to  have  been  rejected  in  the  otiitt 
House,  (a  fact  he  rejoiced  to  hear,)  could  any  Senator 
doubt  that  there  would  remain  a  large  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  especially  if  other  measures  which  had  paMcd 
the  Senate,  and  which  contemplated  large  expenditarc^ 
should  follow  the  fate  of  the  land  bill? 

He  urged  the  propriety  of  aubrailting  to  ao  exprenoo 
of  the  popular  will,  so  distinctly  manifested  aa  it  bad  now 
been.  Was  it  not  wisdom  to  look  ahead? — to  provide 
for  the  future?  If  a  surplus  accumulated,  waa  it  not 
better  to  return  It  to  the  people  of  ibe  several  State! 
than  to  leave  it  In  the  hands  of  the  depoiiie  ban^f  As 
lo  what  had  lately  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Bocurah]  in  regard  to  his  favor  for  a  land 
bill  he  had  formerly  had  the  honor  to  introduce,  and  the 
favorable  prospects  of  that  bill,  Mr.  C.  had  notacenaay 
indications  in  the  course  of  the  Senate  which  would  en- 
courage much  hope  for  that  measure,  (though  Mr.  C 
did  not  finally  relinquish  hope  in  regard  lo  it;}  but  al- 
though he  should  infinitely  prefer  auch  a  dispaattioD  of 
the  surplus  revenue  aa  that  bill  propoaed,  he  would  ac- 
cept, aa  an  alternative  meamre,  the  distrtbulton  clause 
inserted  by  the  other  House  in  the  fortification  bill,  rather 
than  leave  the  money  in  the  deposite  banks.  Mr.  C. 
said  that  the  country  owed  its  thanks  to  the  other  House 
for  what  it  had  recently  donei  he  rejoiced  to  aee  light 
breaking  out  in  that  glorious  quarter,  so  immediately  re- 
lated to  the  people)  and  was  it  possible  that  a  majority 
of  the  Senate  would  oppose  the  ascertained  popubv 
will  in  relatipn  to  the  dispoution  of  the  surplus  rcTeoiie' 
The  Senate  had  tried  the  House  once,  and  they  insisted 
on  the  amendment.  They  knew  the  ground  on  which 
they  stoodi  they  well  knew  that  they  were  with  the  peo- 
ple in  the  stand  they  had  taken. 

Would  the  Senate,  with  all  these  facts  before  them, 
repeat  the  vote  they  had  before  given  >  He  troated  Dot. 
He  put  it  to  the  majority,  who  held  the  power  of  this 
body,  whether  they  would  not  yield  to  the  wishes  of 
the  people-^wishcfl  known  not  merely  by  the  courae  of 
their  Representatives,  but  through  a  thouaand  other 
channel^  so  that  it  wu  impossible  to  mistake  it>  WouU 
gentlemen  insist  on  leaving  the  public  money  in  the  bukda 
of  the  deposite  banks,  and  under  auch  an  agency  aa  now 
superinUnded  them? 

Mr.  CIUTTENDEN  made  aome  remarka.  He  vu 
understood  to  refer  to  the  reproaches  cast  on  b'n, 
and  those  who  voted  whh  him,  on  a  former  occasion,  kr 
the  loss  of  the  fortification  bill;  and  to  uk,  if  the  forlifi- 
cation  bill  should  now  be  lost,  at  whose  door  the  blame 
would  lie? 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  the  naked  question  waa,  whether 
the  surplus  revenue  should  be  left  in  the  deporite  banks, 
or  should  be  returned  to  the  people  to  whom  it  belonged. 

The  question  was  now  taken,  and  decided,  by  yeaa  aad 
nays,  u  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Mouton,  NichoUfi,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Psrker, 
Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Wall,  Wright~28. 

Nits — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Claytoa, 
Crittenden,  Daviiw  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hcowdca,  Keat, 
Knight,  McKean,  Moore,  Morris  Prentias^  Preatca^ 
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Robblns,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  TomlitiBon,  Webtter, 
While— 22. 

So  it  wu  retolTcd  ttwt  the  Senate  tmiit  on  tbe'ir  aiMncl- 
roenti  and  it  w»  ordered  that  the  House  b*  noltfled  ac- 

cordinglj. 

FALMOUTH  AND  ALEXANDRIA  RAILROAD. 

The  bill  to  aid  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  Railroad 
Company  to  conitruct  their  road  within  the  District  of 
Columbia  having  undei^ne  much  debatet  and  some 
ameodmeot^  (be  Senate  took  a  reeeM. 

EvziriRe  Sbasioit. 

The  Senate  inrormally  passed  over  the  bill  under 
consideration,  and  took  up  Ihe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fur- 
ley  KetlDfffri  which  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

They  then  took  up  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  which 
bad  coiM  from  the  House  with  amendments,  eorering  the 
ezpensea  of  several  Indian  treaties  on  our  Northwestern 
frontier,  and  sundry  minor  items  for  examining  the  coun< 
try  to  t|^  southwest  of  Missouri,  and  into  the  depreda- 
tions in  Florida  previous  to  the  war,  and  for  the  salaries 
of  additional  Indian  agents. 

After  some  reourks  by  Mr.  WHITB,  objections  by 
Mr.  SEVIER,  and  replies  by  Mr.  TIPTON,  the  amend' 
aaenls  were  coocarred  in. 

FALMOUTH  AND  ALEXANDRIA  RAILROAD. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  bill  respecting  the  rail- 
road to  Fredericksburg. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  strenuously  oppoaed  the  amendments 
to  the  bill,  which,  ss  he  ststed,  vent  to  sppropriale 
^00,000  to  the  construction  of  Ihe  road.  He  asked  the 
yess  and  nsys. 

Mr.  PARKER  replied,  contending  that  the  money 
was  to  be  spent  exclusively  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bis,  by  which  all  constitutional  objection  was  removed. 

Mr.  PRESTON  advocated  the  amendments,  slated  the 
miserable  state  of  the  road  at  present,  and  asked  why, 
when  public  works  were  made  toward  every  other  point 
of  the  compass,  the  moment  any  thing  was  proposed  to- 
wards ibe  South  it  wss  strenuously  opposed. 

After  a  desultory  debate,  in  which  Mr,  KENT, 
Mr.  HUBBARD,  Mr.  PRESTON,  Mr.  WALKER, 
Mr.  NORVELL,  Mr.  SWIFT,  Mr.  HIVES.  Mr. 
BUCHANAN,  Mr.  FAKKER,  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  Mr. 
BROWN,  and  Mr.  LYON,  took  part,  and  in  which  the 
conatitntiona)  objections  to  the  measure  were  discuss- 
ed, (Ihe  bill  being  zealously  advocated,  especially  by 
Mr.  Pabkbb,)  the  bill  was  slightly  amended,  and  then 
ordered  to  its  third  reading,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Teas— Messrs.  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Eving  of  Ohio,  Fullon,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Parker,  Preston, 
Rives,  RobiMOD,  Southard  Strange,  Tipton,  Walk- 
er~19. 

NAT»~Messrs.  Black,  Buebanan,  Calbonn,  Clayton, 
Hubbard,  Kinrof  Alabams,  Lyon,  Nkhohks,  Niles,  Page, 
Prentiss,  Sevier,  Swift,  Tallmadre,  Tomlinson,  Wall, 
White— ir. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  lo  the  conwderation  of 
executive  buMness,  and  remsined  engaged  in  it  until  a 
kte  hoar,  and  then  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  HaechS. 

The  various  standing  committees  were  successively 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  all  subjects  before 
them  on  which  tbey  had  not  reported. 

DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 
_A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Represent, 
atires,  statingthatthe  House  insisted  in  its  disagreement 


to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  fortification 
bill,  (which  amendment  struck  out  the  clause  providing 
for  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,)  whereupon  it 
was 

Rnoived,  That  the  Senate  request  a  conference,  and 
appoint,  on  their  part,  Messrs.  Wbisbt,  Pibkib,  aiMl 
WBB»rxa,  as  a  committee  to  conduct  tbe  same. 

After  transacting  some  other  boainess, 

The  CHAIR  announced  to  the  Senate  that  there  was 
no  business  on  tbe  table,  or  otherwise  before  the  Senate. 

Hie  Senate  then  took  a  recess. 

ErzKiire  Szssiok. 
Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  executive  business.  When 
the  doors  were  reopened,  Mr.  WRIGHT  reported  to 
the  Senate  that  the  commitlees  of  conference  of  the  two 
Houses  on  tbe  amendment  to  tbe  foKification  bill  had 
met  and  conferred,  but  had  been  able  to  come  to  no 
agreement. 

HARBOR  BILL. 

The  harbor  bill  was  received  from  the  House,  with 
several  amendments,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Commerce, 

Mr.  DAVIS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the  bill  to 
Ihe  Senate,  recommending  a  concurrence  in  the  amcnd- 
menta. 

Mr.  STRANGE  opposed  the  amendments  on  constitu- 
tional grounds,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naysf  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  LINN  replied,  explained,  and  advocated  tbe  con- 
currence. 

Hr.  STRANGE  insisted  on  bis  objection,  and  com- 
plained that  the  valley  of  the  Miasissippi  riiould  be  made, 
by  this  legislation,  to  swallow  up  all  Ibe  bounty  of  the 
Governmeot. 

Mr.  DAVIS  advocated  tiie  amendments,  the  details  of 
which  he  explained  and  defended  aenatim,  and  pressed  a 
concurrence. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  resulted  as  followsi  For 
concurrence  31,  against  il  11. 

So  the  amendments  to  the  harbor  bill  were  concur- 
red Id. 

NAVY  PENSION  FU\D. 

Mr.  RIVES,  from  the  Committee  on  Nsval  Affaira,  re- 
ported a  recommendation  that  the  Senate  disagree  to 
the  amendmeiitB  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
Ihe  bill  for  the  more  equitsble  administration  of  the  navy 
peosion  fund. 

Hr.  R.  cxplsined  the  ground  of  the  recommenda- 
tion. The  bill  of  the  Senate  went  to  raise  the  pendens 
of  the  wtdowsof  officers  before  March,  1835.  to  the  level 
of  those  since  that  date,  while  the  amendment  of  the 
Hiiuse  proposed  to  cut  down  the  pensions  since  1835  to 
tbe  level  of  those  before  that  time. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  asiented 
to,  and  the  Senate  diaagrecd  to  the  amendmeni  from  tbe 
HoQse. 

DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 

'  A  message  was  received  from  the  Houseof  Represent- 
atives, informing  the  Senate  that  the  House  adhered  to 
iu  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
fortification  bill. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  thereupon  moved  that  tbe  Senate  ad- 
here  to  its  amendment. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  thia  was  a  very  impor- 
tant  amendment  indeed,  and  one  which  he  deeply  re- 
gretted tlie  Committee  liad  deemed  it  proper  lo  report. 
He  could  not  consent  to  sit  by  in  silence,  and  suffer  the 
question  to  be  taken,  without  at  least  requesting  lo  hear 
some  reason  why  an  amendment  of  this  character  had 
been  reported.  If  there  should  be  a  Urge  surplus  in  the 
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Treamry,  u  there  waa  every  reason  to  expect  there 
would  bt,  Uie  natural  and  proper  ditlributioii  of  it  waa 
obrioualy  to  return  it  to  the  people.  He  could  not  but 
ezprcM  hifl  surprite  that  the  oommiUee  abould  expect  the 
Senate  to  tirike  out  an  amendment  of  this  importance, 
simply  on  their  recommendation. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  laid  that  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  at  this  latft  period 
of  the  aession.  None  knew  better  than  the  Senator  from 
Sooth  CaroUna  the  nature  of  the  amendment,  and  the 
bearioRs  of  the  whole  question.  The  subject  «u  as 
well  understood  by  every  member  of  the  Senate  as  it 
could  be  by  the  committee.  The  section  which  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  added  to  this  bill  wss  pre* 
cisely  the  bill  introduced  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
himself,  which  had  been  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  long  since  reported  on.  Surely  the  gentle* 
nun  did  not  expect  a  written  report  on  a  bill  referred 
but  yesterday,  and  embracing  a  subject  of  such  vast 
magnitude.  The  amendment  involved  as  important  a 
queition  as  ever  hsd  been  submitted  to  Congressi  and  if 
Iniahad  been  the  first  time  the  Senate  had  ever  beard  of 
it,  there  would  have  been  great  propriety  in  requiring 
either  a  written  report,  or  at  least  some  rerba)  explana- 
tion in  regard  to  it.  But  Mr.  W.  did  not  feel  bound,  u 
the  ease  stood,  to  make  a  long  repnt  on  a  matter  with 
which  eveiy  body  was  familiar,  and  on  which  he  could 
not  suggest  a  ringle  new  idea.  A  report,  under  such 
circumstances,  would,  if  made,  change  no  opinion.  This 
was  the  nmple  explanation  which  lie  bad  to  make  (so 
far  as  be  wis  personally  concerned)  in  reply  to  the  call 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  Uy  the 
committee  the  subject  of  a  written,  report  had  not  once 
been  mentioned.  For  himself,  he  conridered  the  section 
which  bad  been  added  to  the  bill  as  completely  discon- 
nected with  the  subject-matter  of  the  bill  as  It  left  the 
Senate,  as  one  thing  could  be  diatinct  from  another.  It 
was  in  fact  an  important  act  of  independent  legislation. 
All  the  members  of  the  Senate  were  acquainted  with  Ur. 
Ws  opinions  on  tlie  principles  of  the  meuure  proposed 
'  by  the  amendment,  and  he  should  not,  therefore,  detain 
the  Senate  or  waste  its  time  by  stating  them.  Mr.  W.  of- 
fered this  explanation  as  an  apotogy  for  the  absence  of  a 
report  on  the  amcndmenti  wheilier  it  would  prove  ac- 
ceptable to  ihe  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  be  could 
not  say. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  now  understood  the  Senator 
from  New  York  to  reat  llie  question  of  concurrence  in 
the  amendment  on  the  diacussion  which  had  taken  place 
at  the  lut  session.  To  this  he  could  have  no  objectioni 
for,  so  triumphant  had  been  the  argunient  last  year  in 
favor  of  the  distribution  bill,  that  the  gentleman  had 
been  left  in  a  minority  uf  six  agunst  the  whole  Senate. 
As  no  reason  had  since  intervened  to  change  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  Mr.  C.  was  content  (o  rest  the  iaaue  < 
aa  it  had  then  been  made.  A  more  triumphant  argument ; 
he  had  never  listened  toi  and,  such  bad  been  its  irresist- 
thle  force,  that  it  had  broken  through  the  bonds  of  party 
discipline,  and  compelled  gentlemen  to  leave  their  party 
ami  vote  for  the  bill.  He  would  not  repeat  it,  but  be 
would  ask  those  Senators  who  had  at  the  last  session  felt 
and  admitted  its  force,  snd  had  voted  for  the  distribution 
bill,  whether  Ihry  would  now  change  their  ground, 
without  a  single  argument  having  been  urged  in  reply. 
Surely  the  Senator  Trom  New  Yurfc  was  bound  to  show 
some  difference  in  llie  case,  which  should  induce  those 
who  had  voted  for  ^stributiun  last  year  to  vote  against 
it  now.  The  Senator  from  New  York  owed  this  to  gen- 
tlemen of  his  own  aide,  if  he  expected  them  thus  to  turn 
about  In  the  face  of  the  world. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  rejoined.    He  wu  bound  to  say  that 
the  principle*  whkb  bad  {foremed  his  own  course  re- 


mained unchanged,  without  recriminating  on  any  who 
now  difiered  from  him.  It  was  unimportant  to  him 
for  what  reasons  other  gentlemen  might  have  changed 
their  groundj  but  he  supposed  and  befieved,  and  ao  did 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  the  surplus  ac- 
tually existing  at  the  last  aession,  and  that  which  wu 
then  certainly  anticipated,  and  which  must  be  disposed 
of  in  some  way,  had  governed  the  action  of  gentlemen 
who  then  voted  for  the  bill.  And  if  the  same  state  of 
things  were  certain  now,  they  would  aot  in  conlormKy 
with  It.  Mr.  W.  bad  no  doabt  that  all  those  gentlemen 
who  voted  for  the  bill  of  the  last  session  had  acted  jiist 
as  conscientiously  aa  he  had  himself  done  in  voting 
against  it.  He  admitted  that  the  opinions  which  he  had 
at  that  time  held  on  the  subject  of  the  surplus  had,  to 
some  extent,  proved  erroneous.  But  surely  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  would  not  call  upon  him  for  the  rea- 
sons which  actuated  uthert.  If  gentlemen  Aould  aet 
differently  on  thii  occanon  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  bad  acted  at  the  last  session,  the  Senatw  would,  no 
doubt,  find  them  read^  to  vindicate  their  course,  and 
much  more  able  than  litmaelf  to  explain  the  cSn^era- 
tions  which  actuated  them.  He  trusted  that  this  would 
supersede  the  censure  of  the  honorable  gentleavio. 

Mr.  CLAY  hoped  that  the  question  would  be  decided 
by  yeaa  and  nays.   The  proposition  adopted,  sud  he,  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  now  sent  to  this  body 
for  its  concurrence.  Is,  that  any  sut^lus  revenue  which 
may  remain  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January  next, 
beyond  the  wanis  of  the  Government,  shall,  after  retain- 
ing five  millions,  he  distributed  among  the  States.    If  at 
that  time  there  shall  he  no  surplus,  the  bill  will  have,  of 
course,  no  effectt  if  there  be,  it  wilt.    What  are  the  ob< 
jections  to  concurring  >  We  have  been  fsrorcd  with  very 
few  on  this  occasion.    I  would  ask  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wbiobt]  whether  it  is  bis 
Intention  that,  in  case  there  riiall  he  a  large  surplus,  ii  is 
to  remain  in  the  deposite  hanks  which  have  now  the 
custody  of  the  public  money,  at  an  interest  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  two  per  cent  >   Does  the  lionorable  Senator 
think  that  that  is  a  prudent  and  proper  disposition  of  the 
public  funds'  A  great  central  SUte  in  mir  neighbor- 
hood bas,  1  underatand,  cUrected  that  her  portic^  of  the 
surplus  distributed  in  January  last  be  placed  in  benk^ 
paying  for  it  an  interest  of  6  per  cent  i  and  there  waa  not 
any  difHeulty  in  the  arrani^menl.    Does  the  Senator 
consider  it  as  a  wise  and  proper  financial  operation  to 
keep  the  money  of  the  United  States  in  deposite  banks, 
at  an  interest  at'  two  per  cent.,  when,  for  the  same  mo- 
ney, the  Government  might  obtain  six  per  cent,  on  ade- 
quate security  f   I  am  anxioua  to  know  what  is  to  be  the 
policy  of  the  coming  administration  on  this  mbject. 
[Mr.  Wbiobt.    I'heir  policy  is  to  have  no  surplus  ] 
Mr.  CLJ.T  resumed.    Then  take  tlie  land  bill,  like  aa 
honeat  man.   There  is  the  remedy.   That  will  be  bet- 
ter than  your  restrictive  meanires  on  the  sale  of  Ihe  pub- 
lic lands,  which  throw  open  180  millions  of  acres  at  ■ 
time.    I  should  be  glad,  I  uy,  to  know  what  the  admin- 
istration policy  is  to  bet  the  country  has  a  right  to  know. 
The  honorable  Senator  wu  stout  last  sesuon  in  hia  denial 
that  there  would  be  a  surplus:       no{  there  would  be 
no  surplus— no  surplus.    At  length,  however,  he  wu 
obliged  to  sdmit  that  there  would  be  some— a  little;  but 
how  did  it  turn  out?   We  all  know.    Well,  if  there  is 
to  be  a  aurplus  in  January,  what  is  to  he  done  with  it> 
Is  it  to  be  kept  in  the  deposite  banks  at  two  per  cent 
interest?   Is  that  your  calculation?  Is  that  the  poficy 
you  will  announce  to  (he  people?  Why,  what  do  the 
daily  developments  which  are  taking  place  demonstrate? 
Do  lliey  not  prove  that  these  deposite  banks  are  but  so 
many  mere  political  machines?  Have  you  seen  the  appl>- 
cation  recently  made  by  one  of  the  banks  in  tbc  oty  u 
New  York  for  a  ihare  of  Uie  public  moBcy  t  Tbc  great- 
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at  reeommeadKtion  urged  by  the  tpplSctDtt,  their 
rtrongeit  trguraent,  ib  this:  **  We  are  cordial  rrieoda  to 
the  diftin^ished  ciiief  who  has  to  ably  filled  tbe  chair 
tff  the  Chief  Magistrate,"  &c.  Let  ma  now  make  an  ap- 
peal  to  ihe  majority  in  this  House,  and  I  am  glad  that 
whit  I  say  will  be  heard  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
£Ur.  RiTXS.]  This  body  has  been  prooounced  by  hhn 
to  be  the  aristocrttio  bnuiobof  the  Federal  Goremment 
If  not  poritirely  and  avowedly  ■rUtoenrtie,  it  has  at  least 
•  sqainting  toward  ariatocnu^.  Well,  and  who  are 
tbe  majority  of  the  ariatocraoy  bete?  Are  they  not  the 
friends  of  the  administration^  Kow,  the  democratic 
branch  in  Congress  bavedeterniined  tlut  it  is  unwise  and 
inproper  to  miTe  a  large  tur|rfu8  rercDae  in  the  depos- 
ite  banfcs^  to  pay  tfw  country  an  intemt  of  two  per  oeot  t 
and  whence  does  the  opporition  to  this  salutuy  detao- 
cratie  meaiurc  proceed?  From  tbe  u-istoorado  majority 
h)  tbe  Senate.  Are  you,  then,  going  to  confirm  your 
own  charges  against  tbia  body  i  I  take  your  own  words 
and  I  ask,  will  you  oppose  the  democracy  of  the  country } 
Will  yott  withstand  tbe  peoole's  will  ?  Will  you,  by  a  si- 
lent  report,  give  your  lordly  dissent  to  what  they  have 
qiproTM  and  resolred  upon?  I  call  on  that  minority  of 
Chia  Semte  wIk^  at  the  last  session,  thought  it  unwise  to 
leave  the  public  money  in  the  depoeite  oanki,  to  rally 
around  their  own  principles,  to  stand  by  their  democrat- 
ic friends  hi  tbe  other  House,  and  te  take  the  money  of 
tbe  nation  out  of  Ihe  hands  of  these  depoaite  banks,  snd 
distribute  it  among  tbe  people  of  the  States,  on  tbe  prin- 
ciples advocated  by  themselres  last  year.  I  feir,  howev- 
er, the  Senator  from  New  York  cannot  be  brought  to 
eonicntto  this  Brrangement.  Well,  then,  I  will  propose 
to  him,  by  way  of  a  compromise,  that  he  consent  to  the 
land  bin.  Tba  is  •  middle  measure  j  it  disposes  of  two 
great  interests  at  once.  Is  it  possible  to  conceive  of  a 
better  dispoutlon  both  of  the  question  of  the  sarplas  and 
tbe  question  of  the  UrilTf  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
will  consent  to  that,  I  will  agree  with  bimt  but  1  entreat 
tbe  majority  of  this  body  not  to  lend  tberotelvea  to  the 

EIui  of  retaining  this  wiplus  revenue  in  a  few  bank^  to 
9  selected  by  tne  admhiistration.  I  hope  vre  aiiBll  not 
^;ree  to  the  reeommendation  of  tbe  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, Iftd  I  trust  that  ila  honorable  chairman  will,  when 
tbe  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called,  be  found  now,  as  he 
was  found  at  tbe  Uat  session,  standing  in  a  small  minor- 
ity. I  a^  that  the  question  may  be  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  mVES  said  he  did  not  rise  from  any  wiib  to 
lengtben  Ilua  debate,  but  merely  with  a  view  to  submit 
a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  tbe  appeal  which  had  been  ad- 
dressed to  himself  and  others  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky.    I  do  not  see  why  be  was  so  particular- 
ly anxious  that  I  should  hear  what  he  bad  to  say  on  this 
subject.    1  have  often  listened  to  thst  honorable  Sena- 
tor, always  with  pleasure,  and  often  with  profit)  bat 
what  was  it  he  was  so  anxioua  I  should  bearf  InsoflM 
observations  which  I  bad  tbe  honor  to  fubmit  npon  an- 
other  occasion,  I  took  occarion  to  say  that,  in  a  philiH 
•ophie  new  of  the  structure  of  this  Government,  the  Sen- 
mtfl  was  to  be  considered  as  the  aristocratic  branch  of  it; 
not  that  every  individual  member  of  that  body  was  an 
srietocrat,  in  the  odious  sense  of  that  term,  but  that  the 
body,  from  the  manner  of  its  constitution,  was  less  im- 
mediately subject  than  tbe  other  House  to  tbe  popular 
will.    On  that  point,  I  shall  enter  into  no  oontroverq', 
bat  I  would  apply  (he  bonwiAIe  Senator's  argument  to 
bis  own  case.   He  ssys  that  we  are  bound  now  to  show 
tbat  we  of  the  Senate  are  not  aristocratic  in  our  feeltnga 
«nd  course  of  aelioD,  uid  we  are  to  do  this  by  obeyins 
tbe  impulses  which  proceed  from  the  democratie  brancE 
in  the  other  Houset  and  be  oontenda  that,  if  we  diall  re- 
fuse to  do  so,  it  will  be  a  verification  of  what  I  sud. 
There  b  no  proprie^  in  hif  maUng  an  i«ue  with  mei 
YoK.  Xni.— 65 


but  let  it  be  admitted  that  the  argument  is  properly  ad- 
dressed to  a  democratic  majority,  and  il  amounts  to  thiai 
that,  in  order  to  vindicate  their  democratic  character, 
they  mutt,  in  all  things  and  on  all  oocasiona,  submit  to 
an  expression  of  the  will  of  Ihe  democratic  branch  of 
the  Government.  If  this  be  so,  let  me  remind  the  Sen- 
ator of  bis  own  course  in  relation  to  that  very  important 
measure,  the  fortification  bill  of  ihe  laatsesrion.  He 
cannot  but  recollect  the  sppropriation  bytheBouWof 
Representatives  of  three  millions  of  dotlsrs,  in  antieipa> 
tion  of  tbe  contingency  of  a  war  with  one  of  tbe  Europe- 
an Powers.  The  amendment  came  here,  and  wasstemly 
rejected.  Notwithstanding  the  gentleman's  doctrine  ch 
submission  lo  the  democratic  branch,  the  rejection  was 
persisted  in  until,  by  means  of  it,  (be  bill  wss  lost. 
The  Senator  himself,  on  that  occasion,  set  an  examplo 
directly  (he  reverse  of  what  he  is  now  contending  nr. 
I  do  not  call  «p  this  subject  from  any  desire  to  revive 
tbe  heats  which  then  prevailedi  but  1  mention  it  as  an 
occasion  of  reminding  him  that,  tf  he  means  to  urge  a 

Erinciple  of  action  upon  us,  he  must  at  least  observe  it 
imself. 

Sow,  what  ought  to  be  the  course  of  the  Senatef 
Wilkthe  Senator  from  Kentucky,  or  any  other  gentle- 
man, who  does -not  speak  merely  aitaptanduTnt  aay,  that 
when  the  Senate  stands  committed  before  the  world  to  a 
great  system  of  poficy,  and  ainmendment  comea  from 
the  other  House,  proceeding  on  wholly  diiFerent  grounds, 
this  body  is  bound  to  surrender  the  policy  it  approves, 
and  adopt  that  which  comea  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives? Does  not  the  whole  system  of  this  Senate 
proceed  upon  the  ground  that  there  should  not  be  any 
sunlns  revemief  Have  we  not  altered  the  land  system 
and  reduced  the  tariff  fiirthe  express  purpose  of  pre- 
venting a  surplus?  And  now,  when  we  are  openly 
pledg«l  to  the  counti^,  and  to  the  world,  not  to  distrl- 
oution,  but  to  reduction,  must  we  at  once  turn  about 
and  say  that  there  shall  be  a  surplus,  and  that  it  shall  be 
distributed  among  the  Slates?  Is  there  any  Sumess  in 
requiring  us  to  surrender  all  our  fixed  opiakHM  at  the 
mere  bidding  of  a  majority  of  the  other  House?  There 
are  other  channels,  bende  the  acts  of  that  body,  through  « 
which  we  may  learn  the  will  of  the  people.  Member  as 
I  am  of  that  which,  according  to  its  essential  genius,  is 
the  aristocratic  branch  of  this  Government,  I  do  bold 
myself  under  tbe  control  of  public  opinion,  as  it  comes 
to  me  in  authentic  forma.  The  House  of  Represents. 
tivea  is  not  the  only  oracular  source  whence  I  am  to 
learn  it.  There  are  the  acts  of  my  own  State  LegisUtarei 
there  is  tbe  public  preisi  there  are  a  thousand  other 
legitimate  exponents  of  public  opinion.  Looking  at 
these  tntfiao,  what  do  we  see?  We  see  that,  even  by 
the  temporary  distribution  of  the  surplus  which  had  ac- 
cumulated last  year,  we  have  tbrown  an  apple  of  dis< 
cord  among  the  States.  Such  is  the  laagusge  of  my 
own  State.  While,  owing  to  tbe  pressure  of  circumstan- 
ces, she  has  felt  herself  constrained  to  accept  the  de- 
poaite ni  her  quota  of  the  surplus,  she  warns  tUs  Gov* 
eroment  against  the  repetition  of  the  measure. '  And 
what  did  we  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut? 
[Hr.  NiLBs.]  He  tells  us  that  be  has  received  letten 
from  many  members  of  his  own  State  Legislature,  de- 
scribing the  conflicts  in  that  body,  and  all  terminating 
with  tbk  objui|pUion:  For  God's  sake,  send  us  do  more 
sorplos."  Such  has  been  the  effi^ot  in  all  the  New 
England  Statosi  and  I  do  aay  that  tbe  public  sentiment 
of  this  nation,  as  expressed  by  its  legitimate  organs, 
echoes  the  same  sentiment.  Let  us  have  no  more  sur- 
plus, but  bring  down  the  revenue.  In  yielding  to  the 
public  sentiment,  thus  full^  expressed,  there  is  no  In- 
conristency  with  democratic  priodples,  but  tbe  con- 
trary. 

We  are  reminded,  however,  that  many  of  us  voted 
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for  the  diitrtbution  bill  of  the  liit  session.  But  what 
were  (be  circumatances?  Then  we  had  a  Urge  amount 
of  Burplua  actually  in  hand.  We  could  not  ^et  rid  of  It. 
Ouf;ht  we  to  have  expended  it  in  reckless  and  anti-re* 
publican  extrava^nce,  or  should  U  be  lef^  in  the  de- 
ponte  bankiF  I  then  sud  that  it  wu  iDflntlely  better  to 
diitribate  it  among  the  SUtea.  I  chose  this  m  the 
tefseretil]  I  always  regarded  it  as  an  evil,  never  as  a 
ipoodi  and  I  resorted  to  it  only  as  a  means  of  preventing 
greater  evil.  Now  there  it  no  actual  surplus,  although 
1  see  that,  ir  there  is  not  some  change  in  the  revenue 
laws,  there  is  every  probability  that  there  will  be  one. 
We  have  adopted  two  important  measures,  which,  ac< 
cording  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  hinoself*  are 
well  euculated  to  prevent  «  turphis.  In  saying  tbi^  I 
refer  to  a  part  of  bis  speech  which  1  was  so  unfortunate 
as  to  lose;  I  was  not  in  my  seat  when,  I  am  told,  the 
honorable  Senator  referred  to  myself.  His  remarks  I 
shall  be  happy  to  notice  at  another  time,  though  I  can- 
not attend  to  tliem  at  present.  1  nnderstand  that  he 
distinctly  took  the  ground,  when  objecting  to  the  re- 
duction  of  the  lariflf,  that  that  reduction  was  not  neces- 
sary in  order  to  bring  down  the  revenue,  because  that 
had  already  been  done  by  the  land  UU. 

[Hr.  Cut  here  explained.  What  he  had  said  wu 
this;  that,  if  all  the  measures  passed  by  the  Senate  should 
be  eoneurred  in  by  the  Bouse,  there  would  pn^ably  be 
no  surpluii  In  which  remark  be  had  alluded  to  the  vari- 
ous extravagant  meuorea  which  bad  been  voted.] 

We  viewed  these  measures,  which  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator eharaeterices  aa  extravagant,  u  eonneeted  with 
each  other,  and  constituting  a  whole.  I  shall  not  enter 
upon  a  consideration  of  them  now.  The  roost  impor- 
tant«  and  those  which  the  Senate  chiefly  relied  on  to  re* 
duce  or  to  prevent  a  surplus,  were  the  land  bill  and  the 
bill  to  reduce  the  tariff;  (and  which,  if  passed,  will  re- 
duce it  by  two  and  a  half  miUions.)  After  a  long  and 
painful  deliberation  and  debate,  we  brought  those  bills 
into  a  shape  accepuble  to  the  Senate*  and  they  were 
adopted  and  passed.  They  indicated  the  course  <^pcdiey 
approved  and  sanctioned  oy  this  body.  But  here  cones 
an  amendment  which  is  based  upon  directly  opposite 
principles!  an  amendment  which  proceeds  upon  the  as* 
sumption  that  there  ia  to  be  a  surplus,  and  that  it  roust 
be  distributed  among  the  States.  If  this  is  to  prevail, 
both  Ibe  tariflf  bill  and  the  land  bill  are  at  once  super- 
aedcd.  It  is  in  vain  for  gentlcncn  to  blink  the  question. 
That  must  be  the  utevitable  ctmsequcnce.  But  afler  we 
are  solematy  pled^d  to  the  reduction  policy,  roust  we 
at  once  surrender  it,  out  of  our  profoand  respect  for  the 
other  branch  of  the  t4eBislature?  And  we  must  do  this 
lest  we  incur  Ibc  odium  of  aristocracy !  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  must  surely  have  apprehended  the  spirit 
of  my  remark  as  to  the  aristocratio  character  of  ibis 
body.  He  cannot  but  have  understood  me  u  not  refer- 
ring to  the  character  of  individually  but  to  the  genius  of 
this  branch  of  the  GovemmcDt,  to  the  chancier  purpoae- 
ly  given  to  it  by  Ibe  provisions  of  the  constitution)  and  I 
insiat  that,  frum  its  stroctare,  it  doea  possess  this  charac- 
ter. I  avow  that  as  my  sentiment)  1  repeat  it  openly) 
and,  formidable  as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  always,  isy 
I  am  ready  to  diacuea  it  with  him.  But  this  is  not  the 
time  for  auch  a  discussion.  1  should  not  have  said  a  word 
but  for  the  punted  reference  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  myself:  1  did  hear  hia  remarki^  and  listened  to 
tbem  with  profound  atteBtion;  but»  weighty  as  they 
werew  they  would  have  been  far  more  so  bad  tbey  been 
supported  by  bis  own  example. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  followed.  He  expressed  strong 
surprise  that  genllemen  who  had  voted  for  the  diatribution 
bill  of  the  last  session  should  declare  that  they  could  see  no 
analogy betweentbatlawandthepresent amendment.  Not 
only  was  there  the  most  perfect  analogy  between  the  two, 


but  a  perfect  identity.  The  bill  of  the  last  sesaioo  and  the 
amendment  now  proposed  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives were  in  the  very  same  terms.  The  subject-mat- 
ter of  both  wu  the  ume,  and  they  differed  only  as  to 
the  amount — a  lUfference  which  involved  no  principlet 
but  waa  a  mere  ineidental  fact,  in  no  wi^  toacUng  the 
easenoe  of  the  amendoMut  or  dTecting  its  character.  So 
far  as  the  question  of  constitutional  law  wu  concerned, 
the  two  were  perfectly  identtcalf  and  all  that  prevented 
their  identity  in  all  respects  wu  the  difference  in  the 
amount  of  money  which  might  be  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  1st  of  January  next  from  that  which  had  been  there 
on  the  1st  of  January  of  laat  year.  Could  gentletnea 
find  in  this  difference  sufEdent  ground  to  ebiunge  ihat 
voteal  If  it  was  right  to  distribute  #38,00(^000^  why 
was  It  not  r'^t  to  dntribnte  910,000^000^  The  poli^ 
which  dictated  the  one  equally  sanctioned  the  otho-. 
The  policy  <tf  collecting  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tributing it  wu  advocated  by  none;  but  if  a  surplus  of 
revenue  legitimately  collected  did  occur,  how  ought  it 
to  be  disposed  of^  Ought  it  to  be  thrown  into  tbe  de- 
poMte  banks,  to  excite  the  cupidity  of  these  corporations 
and  encourage  reckless  speculations?  Or  should  it  be 
thrown  back  into  the  banda  of  the  peopled  This  wu 
the  question  which  had  been  decided  at  the  last  aesMon. 
Congreas  deterauned  in  &vor  of  tbe  latter  alternative. 
But  because  they  had  restored  to  the  people  $38,000,060 
of  their  own  money,  was  it  time  for  GoTemmeDt  to  ia> 
demnify  itself  by  retaining  |10,000,000  to  meet  the  &>■ 
cies  or  the  lusts  of  those  in  powers 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Viigiida  waa  rduetut 
to  throw  an  apple  of  discord  into  tte  SMe  Legislatures. 
The  return  of  their  own  money  might  be  converted  into 
an  apple  of  disoord  by  State  politiciana,  but  to  the  co^ 
try  at  large  it  wu  tbe  bond  of  peace  and  union.  Bow 
were  the  States  to  be  agitated  by.a  measure  wbicb  gave 
peace  to  Ibe  Union?  Ought  tbe  Goveranent,  In  tbe  ex- 
cess of  its  patriotism,  magnanimity,  and  tender  naerc^, 
to  take  the  people's  aaoney  out  of  their  baoda  to  reUeve 
them  from  discord  f  Shmdd  the  Oovcmmeat  render  it- 
self unhappy  and  dlstractod,  in  ita  disinterested  deriie  to 
Save  the  pet^le  from  eorruptiont  Tbe  people^  it  seemed, 
were  to  be  fatally  eorrupted  by  handling  tbia  money; 
but  the  Government  might  be  steeped  to  the  lipa  in  the 
corrupting  stream,  and  still  remain  purer  than  mow. 
To  manage  tbe  money  would  occasion  tbe  GoveniBeDt 
no.embarrassment  whatever)  but  the  poor  silly  people 
were  unable  to  bear  so  weighty  a  tniat,  and  to  then  it 
would  prove  but  an  apple  of  diseord. 

Another  ressoa  uigcd  in  opporitioo  to  tbe  raeaaorc 
was,  that  it  would  inspire  the  members  of  the  NatMsal 
Legislature  with  narrow  and  selfish  foelings:  each  man 
would  he  endeavoring  to  withhold  the  apprt^riatioBs 
necessary  to  the  general  good,  from  a  hope  ol  aecuiiag 
a  larger  abare  of  aarplua  for  tus  own  State.  Nothing 
could  be  more  idle  than  sudi  an  objectioD.  Did  Dot 
gentlemen  perctiv*  the  same  argment  might  be 
applied  to  the  ordinary  duty  of  appropriation  f  Was 
there  not  tbe  same  tenqitation  to  withhold  the  t«xc*) 
and  might  not  geotlemen  u  well  argue  that  tbe  General 
Government  could  never  ge  on,  because  it  would  be  tbe 
interest  of  the  repreaentstivea  to  prevent  the  taxattoo  of 
their  eonalituentsf  The  argument  wu  prectaelj  the 
aamei  and  if  it  ww  a  valid  argammt,  it  went  to  abow 
that  the  Ameriean  people  were  iKq)^)le  of  caBdactioff 
a  free  republiean  Government.  His  friend  who  Ima 
last  addressed  the  Senate  appeared  to  have  aerioan  ap- 
prehensions  lest  his  colleague  bad  repeated  what  verc 
unpopular  opinions,  and  seemed  resolved  for  bimaelf  to 
eschew  such  a  course,  u  the  greatest  of  miafortunc& 
Mr.  C.  hoped  be  would  never  foil  under  ao  heavy  a  ca- 
lamity) but  unless  the  people  of  that  gentleiDan'a  State 
bad  a  distaeto  fcir  money,  wbieta  did  not  bchmg  to  Mr. 
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Cf  coiutitaeatit  it  was  powble  he  inrKht  find  that  he 
h«d  hiimeir  tifcurred  the  nme  dintter  whieh  he  had  so 
eamntly  deprectted  in  the  eaie  or  Mr.  C'l  coltetgue. 
for  hU  own  part,  he  had  not  aeen  «  linf^Ie  man  In  hia 
own  quarter  of  the  eountnr  who  at  all  diaapprored  of 
Kentucky's  taking  her  share  in  the  distribution  of  the 
aarplua.  Tet  he  had  never  understood  that  the  people 
of  that  part  of  the  Union  were  distin^ished  by  an  inor- 
dinate renrd  for  money.  He  did  not  think  that  in  that 
respect  they  went  ¥ery  far  beyond  the  people  of  the 
North  and  of  the  East.  He  ^red,  leat  aorae  great 
change  had  passed  upnn  the  character  of  the  jfentleman's 
constituents,  that  he  would  find  on  bis  return  home  that 
they  had  again  relapsed  into  at  least  a  due  estimate  of 
the  value  of  money.  He  could  not  but  apprehend  lhat 
the  honorable  Senator  would  flnd'it  aomewhat  hard  to 

Eersuade  tbem  that  it  was  better  that  milliona  of  the  pub- 
B  revenue  should  remain  in  the  I'reasury  than  In  their 
pockets.  The  honorable  Senator,  however,  did  not,  he 
presumed,  need  any  nf  his  admonitiont  he  doubted  not 
that  be  would  be  sufficiently  careful  of  his  own  popu- 
larity. 

Some  of  the  Slates,  to  be  sure,  had  shown  themselves 
very  eoy  in  taking  their  sharei  but  whatever  might  have 
been  their  scruples,  and  tbe  throes  of  their  conscience, 
be  belicTcd  that  as  yet  not  one  bad  refused;  and,  what 
was  more*  they  would  take  the  tame  again  and  again, 
whenever  it  might  be  deemed  necessary  to  disencumber 
Ibe  Treasury. 

The  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wriobt]  had  said 
that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  coming  administration  to 
have  DO  aurplui.  A  very  proper  policy,  indeedt  and  tbe 
preaent  amendment  would  give  to  the  nation  ample  se- 
cond that  such  a  poliey  should  be  observed.  Give  tbem 
this  security,  and  then  the  msjority  would  never  be  found 
creating  a  surplus  with  a  view  to  retain  and  nunage  it. 
Tliere  were  severat  ways  to  prevent  a  surplus:  one  was, 
not  to  raise  more  money  than  was  wanted;  another  meth- 
od, equally  certain,  was  to  make  the  expenditure  come 
up  to  the  amount  of  the  receipts.  Now,  the  amendment 
proposed  would  tend  to  preserve  the  economy  of  this 
Government.  If  virtue*  aa  baa  a  thousand  timet  been 
observed,  was  the  foundation  of  republican  Government, 
then  a  lavlsb  expendittire  of  public  money,  by  corrupting 
the  virtue  of  the  nation,  muM  have  a  direct  tendency  to 
undermine  public  virtuct  and  the  amendment,  by  pre- 
venting the  accumulation  of  an  extraviigant  surplus  at 
the  dispotal  of  tbe  Government,  would  contribute  so  far 
to  the  preservation  of  virtue,  and  thereby  to  the  safety 
of  our  libertiea.  In  every  point  of  view,  Mr.  C.  consid- 
ered the  distribution  policy  as  good.  Gentlemen  had 
expressed  an  apprehension  that  if  the  experiment  of  dia- 
tfibution  should  again  be  made,  the  thing  would,  in  a 
abort  time,  become  habitual,  and  that  all  previous  meas- 
ures would  be  calculated  wiUi  a  reference  to  that  end. 
He  had  nn  such  apprehensions.  It  was  proposed  to  dis* 
tribute  only  the  superfluous  and  unneceassry  revenue) 
and  what  better  could  be  done  with  thi^  than  to  give  it 
back  to  tbe  people?  He  trusted  that  none  of  thoae  who 
bad  eapported  this  policy  at  (he  last  session  would 
pose  it  now.  The  action  of  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
went  clearly  to  show  thai  the  people  approved  of  the 
measure.  So  furcible  had  been  the  pressure  of  public 
opinion,  that  it  bad  broken  down  all  party  trammels. 
Men  had  revolted  from  under  party  discipline,  from  a 
wboloBome  fear  of  their  constituents.  As  far  as  his 
knowledge  extended,  the  public  sentiment  of  the  coun- 
try waa  all  in  favor  of  diatribution.  There  could  be  no 
f;ood  reason  fur  leaving  the  surplus  in  tbe  bankx.  The 
Executive  bad  told  the  Senate  that  it  furnished  great 
meana  for  speculationt  and  so  strong  had  been  his  con- 
Ttction  of  the  evil  to  be  apprehended,  that,  with  a  view 
to  prevent  it,  )te  had  aaiumed  the  responsibiliiy  of  iswing 


tbe  lYeasury  ortlert  and  yet  the  Senate  waa  to  be  deter- 
red from  a  measure  which  waa  legal  and  legitimate,  and 
which  would  remedy  the  evil.  This  went  to  show  that, 
after  all,  the  majority  of  the  Senate  were  in  favor  of 
banks  and  banking.  He  remembered  well  when  the 
President,  in  commencing  his  attack  on  the  United  States 
Bank,  held  out  to  the  nation  the  golden  prospect  of  a 
specie  circulation.  It  was  the  cheap  purchase  of  antici- 
pated glory.  It  rang  from  Maine  to  Geoi^ia,  and  the 
bank  was  destroyed*  The  nation  had  all  been  In  the 
most  triumphant  anticipation  of  those  halcyon  daya 
which  were  to  follow;  but  when  tbe  time  waa  actually 
come,  and  the  friends  of  the  administration  were  asked 
for  what  they  had  promised,  behold,  what  a  multitude 
of  objections  were  at  once  interposed.  One  was  afraid 
that  the  money  would  corrupt  tbe  people}  another  that 
its  possession  would  create  interminable  discordt  another 
dreaded  the  danger  of  the  example,  and  predicted  that 
it  would  weaken  the  Government,  and  make  it  a  mere 
collector  for  tbe  States.  Thus,  after  all  the  promises, 
and  alter  the  first  great  step- had  been  taken,  gentlemen 
were  likely  to  fall  back  into  the  old  position,  to  keep 
fast  hold  of  the  money  bagst  and  when  the  people  re- 
monstrated, to  reply  by  assuring  them  that  they  were 
incapable  of  managing  their  moneyi  that  it  would  only 
oorrupt  theroi  and  that -their  wiseat  oourae  would  be  to 
leave  it  in  the  pure  and  incorruptible  hands  of  those  who 
now  had  the  management  of  it. 

Hr.  BWING,  of  Ohio,  was  desirousof  submitting  a  few 
remarks,  which  he  considered  due  to  tbe  occasion.  He 
was  not  one  who  was  in  favor  of  collecting  revenue  for 
the  sake  of  again  distributing  it,  and  the  cenllemen  who 
placed  the  matter  on  that  footiiv  le>t  their  arguinent  on 
him.  He  had  no  aueh  disposition  now,  nor  had  he  been 
so  disposed  when  the  depo«te  bill  of  last  anston  was 
passed.  It  was  not  the  proposition  of  this  amendment. 
The  proposition  went  on  the  supposition  lhat  there 
would  be  a  surplus.  If  no  surplus  should  arise,  the 
clause  would  have  no  eil'ect)  it  would  be  altogether  nu- 
gatory; but  if  there  was  a  surplus,  it  would  place  the 
money  in  safe  keeping,  and  at  tbe  aame  time  avoid  all 
the  mischief  of  retaining  it  in  the  depositc  banka.  While 
Mr.  E.  was  unwilling,  on  the  one  band,  to  create  a  aunilua 
with  the  view  to  distribution,  he  would  not,  on  the  other, 
consent  to  unsettle  tbe  business  or  disturb  the  tranquil- 
lity of  (he  country  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  one.  He 
was  opposed  to  interfering  with  the  compromise,  and  he 
still  hoped  it  would  not  be  interfered  with.  He  would 
not  upset  an  arrangement  of  that  importance  to  prevent 
a  surplus  of  two  mdtions,  at  the  expense  of  more  than 
fifty  millions  of  injury  to  the  country.  It  would  be 
better  to  (brow  the  money  into  the  Potomac.  Nor  waa 
he  disposed  (o  give  away  the  public  lands,  to  prevent 
the  price  of  them  from  coming  into  the  Treasuryiuor 
was  he  willing  to  give  tbe  public  domain  at  leas  than  its 
value  to  a  certain  exclusive  set,  rather  than  let  all  our 
oitizena  share  equally  in  its  advantages,  as  heretofore.  If 
a  aurplua  arose,  he  would  rather  distribute  it  than  avmd 
its  accumulation  by  meaaurea  like  these*  or  by  extrara- 
rant  appropriations  beyond  what  h^d  ever  been  known 
before.  If  the  laws  of  the  country  brought  a  8t>r> 
plus  into  t)ie  Treasury,  he  would  not  wrest  the  l«ws  fi>r 
(he  sake  of  prerenting  it;  nor  would  he  absorb  the  reve- 
nue in  lavish  and  wasteful  expenditures,  rather  than  die- 
tribute  a  surplus.  If  It  came  into  the  Treasury  in  a  fair 
and  legitimate  manner,  he  would  dispose  of  it  as  it  bad 
been  disposed  of  last  year.  He  could  not  see  thelnut 
disiinciiun  between' tbe  two  cssea.  Some  gentlemen 
,had  said  that  they  could  see  no  resemblance  between 
'the  case  of  last  session  and  the  case  of  (hist  to  him  Ihe^ 
appeared  not  only  bke  each  other,  but  the  same.  Tbu 
amendment  was  in  tbe  very  words  of  the  distribution 
bill  I'f  last  ynn  it  was  a  perfect  fac  simile  of  that  biU. 
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Here  wu  eertainly  tome  *Xigbt  reKOttblanee.  It  was 
indeed,  very  true  that,  white  the  rorm  of  the  bill  was 
the  nmCf  there  might  exist  a  state  of  things  which 
would  nuke  the  bill  very  different  in  principle.  Nov, 
let  us  see  what  are  these  alleged  points  of  distinction. 
Gentlemen  bad  said  that  hst  year  it  bad  been  admitted 
that  there  would  be  m  sirrplaa.  It  was  very  true  that  he 
had  admitted  it,  and  those  who  acted  with  him ;  but  there 
had  been  gentlemen  on  -the  other  ride  who  protested 
strongly  that  there  would  be  no  surplus.  All  the  differ- 
ence, then,  in  that  respect,  consisted  in  this:  that  more 
bad  been  admitted  st  the  lost  session  than  now.  Mr.  E. 
heard  none  now  say  that  there  would  be  no  surplus. 
His  own  euimate  at  the  last  session  bad  been  that  th«re 
would  be  one  of  ten.  fifteen^  or  eighteen  millions,  if  the 
appropriations  were  marked  with  any  thing  like  moder* 
atioD.  But  both  appropriations  and  revenue  bad  &r  ex- 
ceeded his  calculations.  But  be  this  as  it  might,  the 
same  argument  which  had  been  urged  last  year  applied 
equally  well  now;  if  there  was  no  surplus,  this  law  would 
divide  nothing.  It  waaa  hypothetical  law.  He  would 
not,  indeed,  agree  to  pass  a  law  which  would  probably 
be  nugatory,  but  that  did  not  apply  to  the  present 
amendment,  because  there  waa  every  probability  that 
there  would  be  something,  ynd  not  a  littl^  to  divide. 
They  knew  that  there  was  to  come  in  a  large  incidental 
sum  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States)  then  there 
were  the  receipts  from  the  customs,  and  the  receipts  from 
the  public  lands;  so  that  when  gentlemen  came  to  see 
the  actual  figures  next  winter,  he  rather  believed  that 
the^  would  find  not  leu  than  twelve  milllona  of  dollars, 
which  must  either  remain  in  the  deposite  banks  or  be 
distributed  among  the  States.  As  to  the  proper  time  for 
passing  the  bill,  gentlemen  knemthtt  various  deposite 
banks  complained  even  last  year.  The  Secretary  told 
Congress  that  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  the  money  from 
those  institutions  would  cause  a  great  shock.  Why  not, 
then,  give  him  time?  If  they  waited  until  the  next  ses- 
Hon,  much  time  would  necessarily  be  consumed  in  legis- 
lation! and  after  the  bill  passed,  the  banks  would  need 
lima  to  conform  themselvea  to  the  nefr  arrangement,  so 
that  it  would  be  past  midsummer  before  a  cent  could  ac- 
tually be  distributed.  There  was  another  reason  for 
legisUting  at  this  time.  It  would  give  the  deposite 
banks  timely  warning  that  the  public  moneys  in  their 
hands  were  not  to  be  loaned  out  permanently,  for  the 
purpose  of  investmenta.  Such  a  notice  would  be  very 
important. 

But  it  was  Mid  that  this  practice  of  distribution,  if  re- 
peated, would  become  habitual,  and  that  the  General 
Government  would  starve  for  want  of  the  requisite  ap- 
propriations. Gentlemen  who  urged  this  objection  must 
have  greatly  changed  their  ground  within  a  few  years. 
The  friends  of  the  honorable  Senator  on  his  lt;ft  [Mr. 
Bocbivar]  had  advocated  the  doctrine  that  loo  much 
waa  expended  for  the  General  Government  He  held 
in  his  hand  a  report  of  a  speech  made  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri,  [Hr.  Bbhto]t,]  which  seemed  to 
have  been  carefully  considered,  in  which  that  gentleman 
had  endeavored  to  show  that  it  required  not  less  than 
eight  millions  to  put  the  machinery  of  Government  in 
motion.  Allowing  fur  extraordinarica,  it  might  require 
twelve  milliona.  The  gentleman  would  remember  that 
tbey  bad  expended  thirty-seten  millions  last  year,  and 
that  he  bad  reco^nmended  and  strongly  advocated  the 
expenditure  of  not  less  than  sixiy  millions,  which  was 
five  times  the  amount  of  bis  own  estimate  of  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  (he  Government,  Did  not  this  go  to 
show  that  the  danger  was  not  that  of  starvinifthe  Gene- 
ral Government,  but  quite  on  the  other  side?  That  the 
real  danger  waa  of  making  the  appropriations  so  extrav- 
agant as  to  abaorb  the  revenue,  let  it  amount  to  «  hat  it 
mightf   The  expense  waa  not  fi:lt,  beeause  the  money 


flowed  into  the  Treasury  without  direct  tasationj  bet 
the  danger  was  only  the  greater  on  that  account.  Who 
had  ever  heard  of  a  Government  going  backwards  in  its 
expenditure?  What  Government  bad  ever  been  able  to 
retreat?  England,  it  was  true,  had  freed  herself  from 
one  nullion  and  ft  half,  out  of  about  forty  nrillions— n 
enOTmoui  losd  of  taxation— but  il  had  not  been  without  ' 
a  mighty  effort,  a  struggle  which  shook  tbe  kingdom. 
How  could  we  ever  accomplish  a  reduction  of  our  na- 
tional expenses,  unless  we  felt  on  some  dispoution  of  tbe 
public  revenue  which  should  induce  gentlemea  to  think 
what  could  be  saved  to  their  conatituenU? 

Hr.  DAVIS  rose  and  aaid  lie  could  not  permit  a 
measure  of  so  much  consequence  to  be  lost  without  ex- 
pressing his  dissent  from  so  ill-advised  and  injorieua  a 
policy.  The  measure  prc^osed  was  precisely  the  same 
which  went  through  both  Houaea  at  the  last  session, 
with  an  almost  unexampled  unanimity,  it  proposed  nn- 
ply  to  trust  the  several  States  with  the  custody  of  all  the 
surplus  revenue,  if  any  should  exist,  beyond  6ve  milliowi 
If  this  fails,  the  money  will  ^  to  the  deposite  hanks.  It 
is  singular,  if  such  distrust  la  entertained  ui  the  States^ 
that  their  credit  is  not  as  good  as  that  of  the  deposite 
banks]  The  amendment  has  been  deprecated  as  intro- 
ducing ft  new  and  dangerous  poli^i  but  let  it  be  dis- 
tinctly underatood  that  it  proposes  that  whatever  sur- 
plus there  may  be  beyond  five  millions  shall  be  placed 
with  the  States,  instead  of  being  left  in  the  deposite 
banks— that  it  shall  be  held  by  the  oflicera  of  the  States, 
instead  of  being  under  the  control  of  tbe  office-holders  of 
the  United  States.  This  is  the  measure,  ftnd  the  whole 
measure,  which  has  excited  tbe  extraordinary  alarm  and 
apprehension  which  we  hear  from  gentlemen  in  this 
chambet. 

Some  Senators  seem  indignant  because  it  is  connected 
with  the  fortification  bill.  This  ra  pronounced  uonatursl 
and  highly  objectionable,  beeauae  the  matters  have  no 
affinity.  If  the  two  measures  could  be  convenieni^ 
aeparated,  and  presented  each  in  a  bill  by  itself,  I  should 
prefer  that  course;  but  every  one  who  witnesses  the 
daily  proceedings  in  the  other  end  of  the  Csplttd  knows 
that  the  order  of  business  and  the  rules  of  action  then 
are  such  that  mattersincongruousin  themselves  are  every 
session  brought  together  in  the  same  bill,  from  necessity. 
The  stutute  books  contain  the  most  plenary  proof  tint 
sucb  a  course  baa  it  in  nothing  unusual.  Adnuttiog, 
therefore,  that  tbe  connexion  ii  unnatural,  there  u 
nothing  in  it  unprecedented  or  uncommon.    No  one 

:  here  can  be  ignorant  of  the  hot  that  thia  impwtaet 
measure  could  not  be  acted  upon  st  all  by  the  House, 
unlcai  as  an  amendment  to  some  bill)  and  it  must  thus 
come  up,  or  be  left  without  consideration. 

But  is  there  any  thing  so  unnatural  as  is  repreeenied 
between  the  bill  and  the  amendment?  The  bill  is  an 
appropriation  act,  purely  so;  taking  money  from  the 
Treasury  to  btrengthen  the  defencea  of  the  country. 
The  amendment  provides  for  taking  what  remama,  after 
these  and  other  appropriations  are  aati^ed,  and  plaai^ 
it  with  tite  States.  Tbe  great  object  of  each  is  to  dis- 
pose of  the  public  money — the  one  in  a  useful,  the  other 
in  a  safe  way;  and  all  they  differ  in  is,  that  tbe  bill  ^ves 

:  to  what  it  takes  one  direction,  and  the  amendment  to 
what  it  takes  another  direction.  Can  it  be  said  that  thnr 
do  not  relate  to  the  same  subject?    Does  not  the  fortifi' 

.  cation  hill  relate  to  the  public  money?  And  dt>es  aot 
the  amendment  relate  to  that,  and  nothing  ebe?  I  eoa- 
fesB  1  am  not  able  to  see  much  force  in  the  objectton, 
and  am  not  surprised  that  the  House  disregarded  it.  It 
if,  afier  all  that  has  been  made  of  it,  but  an  uosfttis^- 
tory  apology  for  giving  a  preference  to  the  depoanie 
banks  over  tbe  treasuries  ol  the  Stales. 

Dot  it  is  a  new  act  of  ^stribution;  and  we  are  warned 
of  the  injustice  and  unconatilationality  of  colkctwc 
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revenue  to  dntribate  tinonff  the  Stktet.  Let  me  my, 
»t  oooe,  to  ell  who  thus  ipeik  of  the  imendmenti  thst 
they  miarepreient  it.  It  tnakea  no  prorition  for  the 
oolleotion  or  the  dittributioa  of  revenue.  Too  will  not 
collect  ■  eeot  more  or  leai  of  reTeDue,  whether  we 
adopt  or  reject  it.  It  InTolvei  no  queitioa  of  policy, . 
nor  hM  it  wy  connezion  with  the  tanffi  end  the  Senip 
tor  from  Miniuippi  ii  quite  mistftkea,  when  heetterapts 
to  prove  that  it  hu.  It  neither  propoees  to  titer,  modi' 
fy,  enlarge,  dimini^*  or  continue  the  rerenue  lawa. 
Turn  it  which  way  you  will,  give  to  it  whatever  read* 
iog  tngenuily  ia  capable  of,  acrutinize  it  aa  cloaely  aa 
you  pleaae,  and  it  providea  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
pablw  money,  if  any  aum  over  five  millions  abatl  be  on 
huidt  nothing  more.  And  the  only  qoeattoo  here  la, 
■hall  the  Statea  have  the  use  of  it  till  it  is  needed,  or 
shall  the  stockholders  of  the  deposite  banks  be  enriched 
by  loaning  it  out  for  their  own  benefit?  Tbia  ia  all  the 
matter  we  have  to  deal  wilbi  and  let  us  meet  it  fairlyj 
Jet  us  call  it  by  the  rigbt  name;  and,  if  it  is  to  be  so, 
let  the  people  understand  that  the  interest  of  these 
btxika  ia  more  powerful  than  their  own  in  this  place. 

Wboae  money  is  that  It  belmiga  to  the  people;  it  ia 
their  property;  and  whom  do  you  talk  of  corrupting  and 
aednctng  from  their  duty  by  the  Ruanating  influences 
of  money?  The  people.  The  people  are  to  be  bribed 
and  corrupted  by  potseaaing  their  own  properly.  How 
wonderfully  pure  and  patriotic  the  officers  of  tbia  Gov- 
ernment! Tbey  can  trust  themselves  with  the  money; 
but  the  people  will  be  corrupted  and  seduced,  if  their 
own  property  ta  permitted  to  a^iproaeb  so  near  to  (hem 
•a  the  State  treasuries! 

It  is  said,  air,  that  a  apirit  of  avarice  and  cupidity  will 
anze  the  people,  and  that  membera  of  Congreu  will 
become  ao  infected  with  the  mania  that  they  will  refuse 
to  make  the  neeeasary  appropriations!  and  what  most 
astonishes  roe  is,  that  our  experience  under  the  act  of 
1836  is  urged  to  justify  this  reasoning.  In  my  judg< 
menl,  never  was  any  thing  more  unfounded.  Look 
at  the  appropriatimf  uf  the  lut  year,  amounting  to 
about  #50,00(^000.  When  and  where  haa^tbis  ez< 
traragance  any  parallel?  Look  at  the  appropriations  of 
tbia  year,  the  amount  of  which  I  have  no  means  of  as- 
certaining, but  scarcely  leaa  profuse,  as  we  all  know, 
than  those  of  the  last  year.  Nay,  more;  I  appeal  to 
every  gentleman  here  to  consult  his  own  conscience,  and 
then  to  declare  whether  be  bu  felt  any  such  sordid  in* 
fluence  on  bis  mind,  in  the  votes  which  he  baa^ecorded. 
And  if  he  has  not,  I  leave  him  to  settle  the  question 
vbetber  he  ia  more  pure  than  his  felloWrcitiMD^  and 
more  capable  of  resisting  temptation. 

Sir,  I  have  seen  a  great  and  commanding  influence  ex- 
erting itself,  ever  since  the  bill  of  1B36  waa  propo§ed,  to 
defeat  it.  It  worked  in  vain  last  year,  but  iu  power  has 
increased  in  this  body.  U  has  grown  determined,  to  set 
the  States  down  as  narrow<minaed,  avaricious,  and  un- 
worthy of  eonfideacei  ay,  not  fit  to  be  troaled  with  their 
own.  And  there  smnu  to  be  aueb  a  conviction  of  this  j 
unfitneas,  that  the  dcpoaite  banka  are  to  be  placed  ovrr 
them  as  guardians. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  but  one  of  these  arguments  entitled 
to  tbe  diglttest  consideration;  all  suggestion  ai  to  the 
avarice  and  corruption  of  the  people  is  a  calumny — a 
■lander;  it  is  an  attempt  to  teach  tbem  to  disgrace  tbem- 
■elvca.  But  when  we  are  told  that  the  powers  of  this 
Government  may  be  diminithed  by  this  process,  1  will 
not  say  it  does  not  deserve  consideration.  I  have  h'.tlier- 
to  seen  no  proofs  uf  it,  and  yet  I  confeas  I  should  not  re- 
Ifret  to  aee  the  patronage  of  the  Executive  diminisbed — 
cut  down  to  a  tithe  of  its  preaent  ample  dimensions,  ft 
is  plethoric,  and  1  am  willing  to  see  it  depleted.  If, 
therefore,  it  should  produce  this  effect  only  to  a  reaaon- 
Able  extent,  (and  I  should  let  blood  freely,]  t  should  be 


far  from  objecting  to  it;  indeed,  the  medicine  ia  needed, 
for  thia  branch  of  the  Government  wants  purifying. 

Here  liea,  whatever  else  may  be  urged,  tbe  great  ob- 
jection to  this  measure,  whi<A  is  felt  by  thoae  in,  and 
who  hope  to  be  in,  power. 

It  ia  they  who  feel  all  thia  an»oat  aoncUude  about  tbe 
avarice  orthe  people,  and  tbeir  danger  of  eorruptkm. 
But  I  cannot  resist  the  belief  that  tbey  feel  much  mora 
solicitude  about  retaining  power  and  patronage.  No 
power  worlu  with  more  efiect,  or  insinuates  Itself  more 
certainly  into  the  feelings,  and  winds  itself  about  the 
hearts  of  men,  than  that  of  money.  Tou  have  a  boat  of 
deposite  banks  scattered  throughout  the  country,  one 
and  all  bowed  down  (o  the  executive  will.  Connected 
with  Ihcm  ia  an  army  of  atockbotderi^  borrower^  and 
persona  seeking  special  fiivort.  Tbe  Executive  ia  the 
magnet,  the  centre  of  attraction,  which  holds  all  these  in 
their  places,  and  in  obedience.  Thoae  who  have  dwelt 
with  horror  upon  tbe  influence  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutea,  and  ila  successor,  will  be  id>le,  by  turning 
their  eyes  from  that  monstor  to  thi^  with  ita  multiplied 
beads,  to  imdentand  tbe  power  and  patronage  which  mo- 
ney beitowa.  It  ia  tbe  fear  of  loAag  tbia  influence  that 
createa  thia  holy  borror,  and  excites  this  distrust  of  the 
Statea.  Tou  are  willing  to  pile  up  tbe  public  money  in 
theae  banka  till  it  overtopa  their  capital,  and  run  the  risk 
of  all  danger,  rather  than  part  with  the  controlling  influ- 
uence  it  gives  you;  and  this  is  tbe  reason  why  the  peo- 
ple cannot  be  trusted  with  their  own  property;  why  the 
depoaite  banka  are  belter  entitled  to  use  and  enjoy  the 
earmngi  of  the  public  mone^  than  the  people  themaelvea. 
But  they  well  underatand  thia  reasoning;  tbey  well  eom- 
prehend  tliat  you  have  a  very  atodioua  care  of  their  mor- 
als, but  a  sharper  eye  upon  your  own  power  and  Inter- 
ests. 

It  is  said  there  will  be  no  aurplua.  Be  it  so;  what 
harm  will  come  of  this  law  in  that  case?  It  only  pro- 
poses to  divide  and  depoaite  what  may  exist)  and  if  none 
exist,  there  will  be  nothing  for  tbe  law  to  act  upon,  and 
nothmg  to  corrnpt  the  people.  It  will  be  a  barmleaa 
dead  letter  merely,  for  it  is  not  permanent,  as  baa  been 
vuggeated,  but  provides  for  the  deposite  of  such  as  shall 
be  on  hand  tbe  Ist  day  of  January  next.  Nothing  more. 
If  the  Senate  resist  this  measure  because  the  office-hold- 
ers are  in  danger  of  losing  some  of  their  power  and 
patronage,  the  responsibility  must  rest  on  those  who  do 
it.  All  I  ask  i^  that  the  issue  be  fwrly  made  up  for  the 
public  decision.  Let  the  people  understand  that  they 
are  considered  less  worthy  of  confidence  than  the  office- 
holders and  tbe  pet  banks. 

Aher  some  further  debate,  the  question  was  taken, 
and  the  Senate  determined  to  adhere  lb  iladiaagree- 
ment,  by  the  following  vote: 

YBAS—Mesara.  Benloli,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  Illinoia,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  I^on,  Houton,  Nicb- 
olaa,  Nllei,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Vivn,  Robinaon,  Rug- 
glef,  Sevier,  Strange,  T>llmadge,  Walker,  Wall, 
Wright— 27. 

Nats — Messra.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  CUy,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davi<>,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Keiit,  Knight, 
McKean,  Hoore,  Morri«,  Prentisa,  Prcbton,  Bobbins, 
Southard,  Spence,  Swifl,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster. 
White— 23. 

Tlie  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  apent  some 
lime  in  executive  business. 

When  the.  doors  were  reopened,  tlie  Senale  took  up 
and  acted  upon  some  other  minor  business;  when 

Mr.  HUUBAltD  submitted  a  joint  resolution,  provi- 
ding fur  the  appointmenl  uf  a  cuir.mlttec,  to  join  such 
committee  aa  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  uf  the  House 
of  ItrpresenUtivea,  to  wait  on  ttie  Preaidrntuf  tbe  Uni- 
ted Stales,  and  inform  him  that  tie  two  Houses,  having 
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ftoiibed  the  bnsineu  before  them*  were  ready  to  adjourn 
the  prewot  mmIoq  of  Con^frew  Tbii  reMlutioo  wu 
■gr«ed  tOf  and  lent  to  the  Honie  Ux  eonottrrence. 

THANKS  TO  THE  PBB8IDENT  pro  Urn. 

Mr.  KINO»  of  Alabanu,  the  Prendent  pro  tern.,  htrinff 
temporarily  left  the  chair, 

Mr.  DAVIS  aubm'itted  the  following  retolution,  whidi 
waa  unanimoualy  adopted : 

Jtetoloed^  That  the  thanki  of  the  Senate  be  tendered 
to  the  honorable  Wiluak  B-  Kiss,  Prendeot  pro  tern' 
pore,  for  hii  late  impartial  and  dignified  terrioea  aa  pre* 
iidinff  oSeer. 

CHEROKEE  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  mored  to  take  up  tlie  memorial 
preaentedby  himaome  dayaaince,  from  the  Cherokee  In. 
diana,  for  the  purpose  of  iti  being  printed. 

Mr.  KINQ,  of  Georgia,  objected  to  the  printing,  on  the 
groond  there  btAmg  no  object  but  (o  keep  up  en  uo> 
neceenty  excitenient. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  warmly  advocated  the  motion^  and 
■•ked  Ibr  the  yeaa  and  naya. 

After  aome  remarks  from  Heasra.  KINO  of  Georgia, 
BUCHANAN,  WALKER,  and  WEBSTER,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  Senate  refused  to  take  up  the 
memonal. 

Leave  was  then  grtnted  to  the  memorialiita  to  with* 
draw  U. 

Mr.  HUBBARD*  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  the  tvo 
Houses  of  Congress,  having  finished  the  business  before 
them,  were  now  resdy  to  sdjourn,  unless  he  had  some  fur- 
ther communication  to  make,  reported  that  they  bad  per' 
formed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  were  anawercd  by 
the  President  that  he  nad  no  other  official  communication 
to  make,  but  that  be  bad  charged  him  to  say  that  it 
was  the  wish  of  his  heart  that  each  member  of  Cungrem 
might  enjoy  health  and  prosperity  in  this  world,  and 
happineca  io  (be  next. 

Or  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

EXTRA  SESSION  OF  THE  SENATE. 

*•  The  PautoiaT  or  -raa  Ukitu  Statis, 

«  3i  ,  Senator  for  the  State  of 

"By  virtue  of  the  power  vestedin  me  by  the  conslitu< 
don,  1  hereby  convene  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
to  meet  in  the  Senate  chamber  on  the  4tb  day  of  Haroh 
next,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  receive  any  com- 
munication the  President  of  the  United  States  may  think 
it  bis  duty  lo  make. 

'•ANDREW  JACKSON. 

*■  DtCBaBKB20,t836." 

SsTOBSAT,  Haicb  it  1837.' 

In  conformity  with  the  above-recitfd  summnni  from 
the  Prendent  of  the  Untied  Statrs,  the  Senate  ai«embled 
in  their  chamber,  in  the  city  of  Wwhington,  at  10  o'clock 
A.  M.  iliiitlay. 

The  Senile  was  called  to  oriler  by  Mr.  KING,  of  Ala- 
banai,  the  late  President  pro  lent. 

KicHABB  M.  JoBsaoH,  of  KcRtucky,  Vice  President  of 
the  United  Statea,  being  present,  was  conducted  to  the 
Secretary's  Ubie  by  Mr.  GauiTDr,  and  the  oath  to  sup- 
port the  conititution  of  the  United  Slates  having  been 
administered  to  him,  Mr.  Kiiro  vacated  the  chiiir,  and 
Mr.  JoHNSuR  took  his  seat  ai  President  of  the  Senate 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stairs. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  on  Uking  the  chair;  sddr<.a9- 
ed  the  Senate  as  r^Iiows: 

Gentkmen  oj  the  Semde.-  In  entering  upoti  the  dis* 


charge  of  the  dutiea  of  the  preaiding  officer  of  tbia  body, 
the  necesstty  of  addressing  its  members  has  been  very 
much  leaaened,  if  not  auperecded,  by  the  oppottoaKy 
afforded  me  of  preeenting  aoM  of  iny  aentiBcaU  vhee 
I  accepted  the  sitaation. 

I  eenno^  however,  permit  the  preeeot  oecMioa  to 
pass  without  again  teadmng  to  you  my  gratefal  aekoowl- 
edgrments  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  roe  by  your 
eboiee. 

There  it  not,  In  my  opinion,  upon  this  globe,  a  legti- 
hitive  body  more  respectable  and  more  eulted  in  char- 
acter than  the  Senate  of  the  Uuted  Stateai  and  there  is 
not,  perhaps,  a  defiberativc  aiiembly  existing  wheie  the 
preaiding  officer  haa  lea  difficulty  in  preserving  order. 
This  facility  ia  attributable  principally  to  two  caoaeai  the 
Intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the  members  who  eoaK 
pose  the  body,  and  that  peraonal  reapect  and  court ety 
which  have  always  been  extended  from  one  member  to 
soother,  in  its  deliberationa.  These  qualities  have  a  ten- 
dency to  produce  a  unity  of  deiign,  and  a  mutual  copfi- 
dence,  in  the  uliimate  object  of  all,  whatever  differcBce 
of  opinioD  nay  exist  in  relation  to  the  neiM  of  gain, 
ing  the  common  cod|  and  inculcate  that  ■eotimcnt  of 
equality  among  the  members,  which  constitutea  the  es. 
senttal  principle  of  our  free  Institutions,  and  which  will 
never  cesse  to  animate  a  body  ao  enlightened  as  this. 
Theie  reflections  have  mitigated  the  intense  anxiety  of 
mind,  and  well-founded  apprehensioM^  arising  from  a 
consciouaness  of  my  own  oeficieocy  of  qualifloetioM  to 
preside  over  this  elevated  body. 

In  the  exeroiae  of  tiie  powers  oonferred  upon  mt  by 
the  constitution,  it  ibsll  be  my  effort  to  puriM  thst 
course  of  conduct  which  hu  recommended  me  to  the 
conmderation  of  my  fellow-cttizens — a  faithful  dbebarge 
of  my  public  duties,  to  the  extent  of  my  abilitiea^  and  in  a 
manner  that  shall  seem  best  calcuhited  to  give  aatisfkctioa 
to  all.  Contemplating  the  duties  and  ceremonies  of  tlui 
day,  it  might  be  considered  Improper  in  me  to  cenattme 
any  more  of  your  Ume  by  adverting  to  other  aubjecii, 
however  relevant  to  the  new  position  which  I  now  oeeo- 
py.  1  shall,  therefore,  dose  my  remarks  by  informing 
the  Senate  that  I  am  now  ready  to  proceed  with  the  bosi. 
ness  for  which  we  are  aaiembled. 

There'were  now  ascertained  to  be  present  every  Sen- 
ator from  every  State  in  the  Union,  except  one,  (Mr.  Mc- 
KmiBT,  of  Alabama,)  being  fifty-one  in  number. 

The  new  members  present  were— 

Frma  Indiana,  Ouvsn  H.  Smitbi  fmm  lllinoii, 
RiciABD  M.  Youxei  from  Ohio,  Wiuiax  Aixia;  froa 
Maine,  Rxvik  WiLuami  from  Connecticut!  Pnmi 

SHITH. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitution  wu  then  ad- 
ministered by  the  Vtci  Puxbidirt  to  the  new  Seaetor^ 
and  those  Senators  re-elecied,  except  Hr.  Savtxa,  of 
Arkanms,  the  consideration  of  vboae  credentials  of  ap. 
poiiitment  by  the  Governor  (aa  to  filling  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  bis  own  term)  was  porf- 
poned  to  Monday. 

The  Senate  continued  its  sittings  on  Holiday,  Tucaday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday  foiowing,  and  were 
ged,  principal'y  upon  executive  busincfs — acting  upon 
the  nominations  of  the  President. 

On  Tuesdny,  Hr.  QBUNDY,  from  the  Judicini>  Ca» 
mittee,  reported  **  that  the  Hon.  Akhosb  H.  Sbtikb  is 
entitled  to  his  sest  as  a  Senator  from  Arkansaf,  under  the 
executive  appointment  of  the  17th  of  January,  ISST, 
and  that  be  now  have  the  oath  of  uffice  accordingly  ad- 
miniitered  lo  li'im."  On  Wednesdsy  the  report  was  de- 
buted, and  on  the  quea'ion  of  sgreeing  to  it  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  aa  fuUowsi 

Yais — Menrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bachanan, 
Clayton,  Cuthberi,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Lian, 
Lyott,  Nicholti!>,  Nilex,  Norvell,  ricrcr,  Prcaton,  Kivr^ 
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RobiMon,  Raegl«>  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tipton,  WkHe- 
er,  Wftll,  Wbit«,  Wriglit,  Touog^-36. 

NaT!— M«Mrt.  Btjwd,  Bl»cfc(  Chjr,  CrHtendeo,  D«- 
Til,  Kent,  Ktn^  of  Alabima,  King  of  Oetvgii,  Kni^t, 
UcKetn,  Uorru,  Mouton,  Prentita,  Bobbins,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Svift,  Webrter,  Williama— 19. 

Mr.  SxTiu  then  appeared  and  took  the  oath  of  office. 

The  Vica  PaaiisiaT  turiog  retired  from  the  cbiur 
on  Tuesday,  according  to  nnge,  to  allow  of  the  choice 
of  a  PrcMCDt  pro  tern,  before  the  K^ouraiiun*t  ^bc 
Seoete  proceedecl  to  ballot  for  ■  Preaident  pro  ttoh, 
when  WiuuK  B.  ExMe,  of  Alabama,  wai  eleeted. 


[SavAn. 


At  the  doae  of  Tbunday'a  aitting,  a  connittce  WM 
appointed,  on  ntottim  of  Mr.  WBienr,  to  announoe  to 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statei  that  the  Senato  had 
got  through  ita  bndnei^  and  waa  read;  to  adjoam,  if  be 
had  no  further  communication  to  make  to  them.  Mr. 
Wbioht  and  Mr.  Ltok  were  appointed  a  committee  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  Friday  morning,  at  10  o'clock,  the  ooamittec  re* 
ported  that  they  bad  diaeharged  the  duty  thai  conOdcd 
to  then^  end  bad  rec^d  fbc  aniwer  that  the  Pmideut 
had  no  further  communiCatioD  to  make  tbcm.  And  thea 

The  Senate  adjourned  jfnc  4k. 


J^drtt  &MMNI  oftht  Senate. 
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LIST  OF  UE:MBEEt.S 
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Reed,  John  Quincy  Adtma~13. 

RHODE  ISLAND— Dutee  J.  Pearce,  William 
Spraf^ue,  jr.— 3. 

CONNECTICUT— Elisha  U»ley,  Samuel  Ingham, 
Orrin  HoU,  Lancelot  Phelps,  Isaac  Toucc)',  Thomas  T. 
'Whitlteaey— 6. 

VEBHONT^Hiland  Hall,  William  Slade,  Horace 
Erefett,  Heman  Allen,  Henry  F.  Janes— 5. 

NEW  YORK— Abel  Huntington,  Samuel  Barton, 
Churchill  C.  Cambreleng,  Gideon  Lee,  Jolin  McKeon, 
£ly  Hoore,  Aaron  Ward,  Abraham  Bockee,  Jubn  W. 
Brovn,  Nicholas  Sickles,  Valentine  Erner,  Aaron  Vsn> 
derpoel,  Hiram,  P.  Hunt,  Gerrit  Y.  Lansing,  John 
Cramer,  David  Ruaael),  Dudley  Farlin,  Raniom  H.  Gil- 
let,  MatthiaB  J.  Boree,  Ab'Jah  Hann,  jr.,  Rutgcr  B. 
Miller,  Joel  Turrill,  Daniel  Wardwell,  Sherman  Page, 
William  Seymour,  William  Mason,  Stephen B.  Leonard, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  William  K.  Fuller,  William  Taylor, 
Ulyasea  F.  Doubleday,  Graham  H.  Cbapin,  Francis 
Granger,  Joshua  Lee,  Timothy  Chtlda,  George,  W. 
Lay,  John  Young,  Aboer  Hazeltine,  Thomas  C.  Lore, 
Gideon  Hard— 40. 

NEW  JERSEY— William  Cbetrood,  Samuel  Fowler, 
Thomas  Lee,  James  Parker,  Ferdinand  F.  Scbenck, 
'William  N.  Shinn— 6. 

PENNSYLVANIA— Joel  U.  Sutherland,  Joseph  R. 
Ingersol),  Jamea  Harper,  Michael  W.  Aah,  Edward 
Darlington,  William  Hiester,  David  Potts,  jr.,  Jacob 
fry,  jr.,  Matthias  Morris,  David  D.  Wagener,  Edward 
S.  Hubley,  Henry  A.  Huhlenbei^,  William  Clark, 
Henry  L(^^,  George  Chambers,  Jamea  Black,  Joaepb 
Henderson,  Andrew  Beaumont,  Joseph  B.  Anthony, 
John  Laporte,  Job  Hann,  JohnKlingensmith,  jr.,  Andrew 
XSuchanan,  Tliomas  M.  T.  McKennsn,  Harmar  Denny, 
Samuel  8.  Harriaon,  John  J.  Pearson,  John  Gal- 
braith— 38. 

DELAWARE— John  J.  Milligan~1. 
MARYLAND— John  N.  Steele.  James  A.  Pearce, 
Jmmen  Turner,  Benjamin  C.  Howard,  Isaac  McKim, 
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George  C.  Washington,  Francia  Thomas,  Daniel  Jen- 
ifer—8. 

VIRGINIA-^ames  M.  H.  Beale.  James  W.  Boutdio, 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Walter  Coles,  Robert  Craig, 
George  C.  Dromgoole,  James  Garland,  George  W. 
Hopkins,  John  W.  Jones,  Joseph  Johnson,  George 
Loyal),  Edward  Lucaa,  jr.,  John  Y.  Mason,  William 
McComas,  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  William  S.  Morgan, 
John  H.  Patton,  John  Roane,  John  Bobcrtson,  John 
Taliaferro,  Henry  A.  Wise— 21. 

NORTH  CAROLINA— William  Biddle  Shepard,  Jeise 

A.  Bynum,  Ebenezer  Petttgrew,  Jesse  Speight,  James 
J.  McKay,  Hieajah  T.  Hawkins,  Edmund  Deberry, 
William  Montgomery,  Augustine  H.  Sbepperd,  Abraham 
Rencher,  Henry  W.  Connor,  James  Graham,  Lewis 
Williams— 13. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA— Robert  B.  Campbell,  William 
1.  Grayson,  John  K.  Griffin,  Franklin  H.  Elmore,  John  P. 
Richardson,  Henry  L.  Pinckney,  Francis  W.  Pickens, 
Jamea  Rogers  Waddy  Thompson,  jr.— 9. 

GEORGIA— Jesse  F.  Cleveland,  William  C.  Dawaon, 
Thomas  Glascock,  Seaton  Orantland,  Charles  B.  Haynes, 
Hopkins  Holsey,  Jabei  Jackson,  George  W.  Owen^ 
Julius  C.  Alford— 9. 

KENTUCRY—Lynn  Boyd,  Albert  G.  Hawes,  Joseph 

B.  Underwood,  Sherrod  Williami^  James  Harlan,  John 
Calhoon,  Benjamin  Hardin,  William  J.  Graves,  Joltn 
White,  Chilton  Allan,  Richard  French,  John  Chambers, 
Richard  M.  Johnson— 13. 

TENNESSEE— William  B.  Carter,  Samuel  Bunch, 
Luke  Lea,  James  Standefer,  John  B.  Forester,  Balie 
Peyton,  John  Bell,  Abram  P.  Maury,  Jamea  K.  Polk, 
(Speaker,)  Ebenezer  J.  Shields,  Cave  Johnson,  Adam 
Huntsman,  William  C.  Dunlap— 13. 

OHIO— Bellamy  Storer,  Taylor  Webater,  Joseph  H. 
Crane,  Th«nas  Conrin,  Thomas  L.  Hamer,  Samoel  F. 
Vinton,  William  K.  Bond,  Jeremiah  HcLene,  John 
Chaney,  Samson  Mason,  William  Kennon,  Elias  Howell, 
David  Spangler,  William  Patterson,  Jonathan  Sloane, 
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LOUISIANA— Henry  Johnson,  Eleazer  W.  Ripley, 
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INDIANA— Ratliff  Boon,  John  W.  Davis,  John  Carr, 
Amos  Lane,  Jonathan  MeCarty,  William  Herod,  Edward 
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MISSISSIPPI— John  V.  H.  Claiborne,  Samuel  J.  GboU 
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ILLINOIS— John  Reynolds,  Zadok,  Casey,  William 
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ALABAMA — Reuben  Chapman,  Joshua  L.  Martin, 
Joab  Lawler,  Dixou  H.  Lewis,  Francis  S.  Lyon — 5. 
MISSOURI— Wm.  H.  Ashley,  Albert  G.  Harrison— 3. 
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ARKANSAS— Arcl.ibftid  Yell— 1. 
MICHIGAN— l»ac  E.  Crary— 1. 

DELECIATB8. 
FLORIDA  1  KRHITOnV— Joseph  M.  While— 1. 
WISCONSIN  TEBRITORY—George  W.  Jones— 1; 


MoBuiT)  Uecembxr  5. 

At  twelve  u'clock  the  SniKiM  (Hon.  Jamm  K.  Polk, 
of  Tenneuer)  took  the  cbkiri  and  called  the  Ilouie  to 
ordrr. 

'  The  roll  of  members  h&ving  been  called  over  by  the 
Clerk,  (Waltkr  8.  Fiarklim,  K«i.,)  and  a  quoVum 
beinf  found  in  attendance,  the  House  proceeded  to  biiai- 
nem,  and  appointed  a  committee,  jointly  with  a  eommit- 
lee  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  inrorm  him  oT  the  organization  of  the 
two  Houaef,  and  their  readiness  to  receive  any  commu' 
oication  from  him^ 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  EUSHA  WHITTLESEY  moved  the  adoption  of 
the  fultowinff  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  several  standing  committees  be  now 
appointed  according  to  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
the  House.  [That  is,  that  the  Speaker  be  aulborized 
now  to  appoint  them;  in  the  event  of  which  order,  they 
would  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Speaker,  and  announced 
to  the  House  by  Ibe  reading  of  the  journal  on  the  open- 
ing of  to-morrow's  sitting.] 

Mr.  BOON  tsid  that  it  had  been  usual  not  to  make  the 
apppointment  until  the  first  Thursday  in  the  first  week 
of  the  session,  and  that  it  was  then  customary  for  the 
House  to  adjourn  until  the  following  Monday. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said  he  hoped  no  gentleman 
would  oppose  the  adoption  of  the  order.  He  hoped,  at 
least,  .that  no  motion  would  be  made  for  a  further  post- 
ponement than  to-morrow.  It  certainly  had  been  the 
usage,  of  late  years,  not  to  appoint  the  committees  until 
the  close  of  the  first  week.  Formerly,  however,  the 
committees  bad  been  appointed  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  and  he  could  see  no  reason  why  the  appointment 
should  be  postponed.  Why  should  a  week  be  idly  spent, 
before  the  House  proceeded  to  business*  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  business  should  be  commenced  immediate- 
ly. He  called  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  posi- 
tion in  which  the  House  found  itself  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session)  and  he  warned  them  that  such  would  again 
be  their  portion,  unless  the  buiinen  was  vigorously  com- 
menced in  the  early  part  of  the  session.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  Congress  (Mr.  W.  said)  there  was 
undoubtedly  some  reason  why  the  appointment  of  the 
committees  should  not  take  place  immediately;  the  mem- 
bers bid  to  become  personally  acquainted  with  the 
Speaker.  But  no  such  reason  existed  now.  Ho  im- 
plored the  members,  he  called  upon  every  gentleman  to 
aid  him  in  tntniacting  the  business  of  the  Houses  and, 
with  that  view,  to  second  him  in  his  endeavors  for  its  im- 
mediate commencement.  There  were  only  a  few  m«m- 
bera  absent,  and  he  hoped  that,  at  the  furthest,  the 
House  would  not  consent  to  a  further  adjournment  than 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  BOON  assured  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  be 
had  no  d^ire  to  embarrass  the  proceedings  of  the  House. 
He  was  fiilly  as  anuous  as  any  other  member  that  the 
business  should  be  commenced  forthwith.  But  only  one 
hundred  and  sevcnty-si;c  members  had  answered  to  Ibeir 
namesj  and  it  was  probable  that  a  number  of  the  mem- 
bers who  bad  been  appoioted  on  certain  commitlees  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress  would  be  deprived  nf  having 
their  names  again  placed  on  the  sarne  coinmittee,  or  any 
other.   The  Speaker,  moreover,  required  time  to  make 


the.appointmentsi  and  for  thi:',  as  well  as  for  other  rea- 
sons which  were  perfectly  Hatisfactory  to  his  own  mind, 
he  would  move  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject be  pnstponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  MEIICER  said  that  he  concurred  with  the  ^n- 
tleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  E.  WHi-rrLEiiit*]  in  the  views 
he  had  expressed,  and  that  he  (Mr.  M.)  would  not  re- 
peat the  arguments  he  had  used  in  support  of  them. 
Hut  he  would  suggest  that  the  absence  of  a  member 
should  not  be  considered  as  a  reason  why  that  member 
should  not  he  placed  on  a  committee.  The  members 
not  present  were  most  probably  on  their  journey  to  the 
city,  and  he  saw  no  inconvenience  reaulling  from  ftn  ap- 
pointment made  in  their  absence. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  said  that,  unless  the  Houae  altered 
tl)e  rule,  he  could  not  appoint  an  absent  member  to  a 
committee. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  to-morrow;  and  sug- 
gested that  the  House  should  provide  that  the  -appoint- 
ment on  a  committee  of  an  absent  member  bhuuld  not 
operate  as  a  disqualification  to  serve. 

Mr.  E.  WlllTI'LESEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nsya 
on  tfie  motion  of  Mr.  Bouir  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  until  Thursday  next. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were:  Yeas  33,  nays  148. 

So  the  motion  to  postpone  was  lo&t. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  postpone 
until  to-morrow,  and  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WniTTLxaxT  by  adding  the  fallowing  words:  "And  that 
the  absence  of  a  meniber  shall  riot  be  regarded  as  a  dis- 
qualification for  an  appointment  upon  a  committee." 

Mr.  A.  MANN  moved  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  that  no  day  had  been  fixed 
for  the  consideration  of  the  order. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  then  moved  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  order  be  postponed  until  to-morrow; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  MANN,  it  was  ordered  thh^  tbe 
daily  hour  to  which  tbe  House  shoutd  stand  adjourned 
should  be  13  o'clock,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

After  passing  the  usual  order  for  lupplying  tbe  mco^ 
hers  with  newspapers. 

The  House  a^ourned. 

TCISDAT,  DECXXVXit  6. 

The  Hon.  Jobit  Yodso,  elected  a  member  from  tlie 
State  of  New  York,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Philo  C.  Fuller,  appeared  tbia  day, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  rose  and  informed  the  House  that 
the  joint  committee  appointed  on  yesterday  to  wait  on 
the  Pres'dent  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
the  two  Houses  had  convened,  and  were  ready  to  re- 
ceive such  communication  as  he  might  think  proper  to 
makri  had  performed  their  duly;  and  that  they  bad 
been  directed  by  the  President  to  any  that,  at  13  o'clock 
this  day,  he  would  make  a  communication,  io  wriling,  to 
both  Houses. 

ALTERATION  OF  RULES. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to  morrow,  Eubmit  a  mition  to  alter  the  11th  rule  of  tbe 
House,  which  is  now  in  the  following  terms: 

"15.  After  six  days  from  the  commencement  of  a 
second  or  subsequent  session  of  any  Congress  all  bilis, 
resolutions,  and  reports,  which  originated  in  the  House, 
and  at  the  close  iif  the  next  preceding  session  remained 
undetermined,  shall  be  resumed  ai  d  acted  on  in  ihe 
same  manner  as  if  an  adjournment  had  not  taken  pUcr." 

Mr.  W'B  motion  provides  ih^t  llie  rule  be  so  changed 
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u  thftt  the  House  proceed  to  the  transtcllon  of  the  said 
busineu  immediately, 

Mr.  GILLET  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to-mor- 
row, submit  ft  motion  that  bo  much  of  the  106th  rule  as 
proridea:  "  Nor  shall  any  rule  be  suspended*  except  by 
■  vote  of  at  leaat  tvo  thirds  of  the  members  preaentf  nor 
shall  the  order  of  busineasj  as  established  by  the  rules 
of  the  House,  be  postponed  or  cban^d,  except  by  a 
Tote  of  at  least  two  thirds  of  the  members  present,"  be 
repealed. 

The  annual  message  wasTeceived  from  the  President 
of  the  Unit^  States,  thraugfh  Ahdkbw  Jacksoit,  Jr., 
Esq.,  his  printe  secretary,  and  was  read  at  the 
Clerk's  Ubie. — [See  Appendix.] 

The  reading  of  the  meassge  having  been  completed, 
Mr.  LOYALL  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wliole  House  oii  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
that  15,000  copies,  with  the  accompanjring  documents, 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members,  and  also  5,000 
copies  of  the  message,  without  the  documents. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  wished  to  modify  this  resolution  by  or- 
dering that  the  5,000  copies  be  furnished  to  the  House 
within  two  days.  He  understood  that  this  had  been 
done  on  former  occasions. 

Mr.  LOTALL  assented  to  the  modi0cation,  «nd  tbe 
resolution,  thus  modiBed,  was  carried. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  berore  the  House  several  com- 
munications from  the  heads  of  Departments,  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed;  tbe 
fMimmittees  not  yet  being  appointed,  that  course  being 
adopted  instead  of  a  reference  of  them. ' 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  then  moved  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  order  for  (he  appointment  of 
committees;  but,  before  taking  the  question. 

On  motion  ofUr.  PARKS, 

The  House  tdjoumed. 

Wbovisiiat,  DacixBin  7> 
DEATH  OF  MR.  DICKSON. 
AAer  the  reading  of  the  journal, 
Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  sddressed  the  House 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  is  only  a  few  years  since  I  witnessed 
from  that  gallery  the  aflVcling  honors  paid  to  the  re- 
nutins  of  a  distinguished  Representative  from  the  Siste 
of  Misussippi.*  Since  that  period,  she  has  lost  two 
MW\%t^  eminent  for  talents,  in  the  public  service,  and  you 
are  now  called  on  to  render  the  last  homage  to  (he  mem- 
ory of  another.  The  time  that  has  intervened  since  the 
death  of  my  lamented  colleague  saves  me  the  painful 
duty  of  being  the  first  (o  communicate  it  lo  his  friends, 
now  present.  IJe  died,  sir,  as  he  had  lived,  through  a 
life  of  extraordinary  vicissitudes,  wiih  characteristic  for- 
titude, with  but  one  wish  ungratified— a  wish  so  natural 
to  the  human  heart — that,  in  his  dark  hour  of  dissolution, 
he  might  be  supported  by  his  nearest  and  best  beloved, 
and  (he  cherished  beings  that  grew  up  and  clustered 
around  his  iiresiJe. 

Sir,  let  death  come  when  it  will,  in  what  shape  it 
may,  in  (he  battle  or  the  shipwreck,  or  in  the  solitude 
of  tlie  cloister,  it  is  appalling  to  hitman  contemplation. 
But  when  it  overtakes  us  in  a  distant  land,  and  we  know 
that  our  last  moments  of  agony  and  infirmity  are  to  be 
witnessed  by  stranger  eyes,  and  are  conscious  that  we 
must  be  carried  down  lo  an  unwept  grave,  where  no 
kindred  dust  shall  mingle  with  ours  forever,  and  the 
last  hope  of  home  and  of  family  fades  fn^m  our  filmed 
view,  oh!  sir,  this  is  dea'li!  this  it  is  to  die!    Such  was 

*  Hon.  Christopher  Rankin. 

f  Thomas  n.  Rt^d  and  Robert  H.  Adam^,  of  tlie  U.  9. 
Seiiatr. 


the  destiny  of  my  colleague,  *'  by  strangers  honored  and 
by  strangers  mourned."  His  flying  message  was  for  those 
broken-hearted  ones,  now  in  widowhood  and  orpban> 
age — his  expiring  sigh  a  prayer  for  them! 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  pronounce  no  eulogy  on  tbe  dead. 
Let  his  history  speak  i(.  For  twenty  years  he  preserved 
a  high  position  in  the  public  service,  and  died  poorer 
than  when  he  entered  it,  leaving  to  bis  children  ibe 
riches  of  an  honorable  name.  If  it  be  praise  to  hare 
lived  beloved  and  die  unreproached,  then  it  is  due  to 
him. 

It  now  only  remains  for  us  to  pay  the  final  honors  to 
his  memory — sad,  because  it  seems  like  breaking  the 
last  link  that  binds  the  living  to  the  dead;  solemn,  when 
we  reflect  how  soon,  bow  very  soon,  some  friend  now 
present  may  invoke  the  same  tribute  for  oanelveal 

I  offer  yon,  sir,  the  following  resolutifm: 

Bemlved,  Thai,  in  testimony  of  their  respect  for  the 
memory  of  David  Dickbos,  late  a  Bepresentatire  from 
tbe  State  of  Mississippi,  the  members  of  this  House  will 
wear  crape  for  one  month. 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

DEATH  OF  GENERAL  COFFEE,  OF  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  HAITNRS,  of  Georgia,  then  rose  and  addressed 

the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  On  me  has  devolved  the  mournful  duty 
of  announcing  to  this  House  the  death  of  one  of  its  mem- 
bers, my  friend  and  colleague,  the  Hon.  Johit  Cofpcs, 
of  Georgia.  For  a  considerable  portion  of  (he  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress  belabored  under  severe  indisposition, 
which  at  different  periods  detained  him  from  tbe  ser- 
vice of  the  House.  Although  his  symptons  were  so  miti> 
gated  before  the  adjournment  as  to  enable  him  to  rc- 
sume  the  regular  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  no  radi- 
cal amendment  had  taken  place,  and  with  gradually  in- 
creasing force  his  disease  closed  bis  existence,  tn  tbe 
bosom  of  his  family,  in  tbe  month  of  September  last. 

In  speaking  of  a  departed  friend  and  colleague,  the 
language  of  eulogy  might  be  excused;  but  to  those  who 
have  been  associated  with  General  Cotpei  in  the  Isbora 
of  this  House,  for  the  last  three  years,  such  langusge 
would  be  unnecessary. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that,  in  his  domestic  and  social  rela- 
tions, he  was  eminently  characterized  by  affectionate 
kindness  and  courtesy,  and  (hat.public  duties  were  dia- 
ohai^ed  with  boner  lo  himself  and  fidelity  to  hiieountiy. 
As  the  usual  mark  of  respect,  I  offer  the  following  res- 
olutions: 

Beiohed,  unanimoualy,  That  (his  House  has  received 
with  the  liveliest  senubility  (he  annunciation  of  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  Johit  Co»kx,  a  Representative  from  the 
State  of  Georgia. 

Resolved,  unemimotitfi/.  That  this  Ifouse  tenders  to  the 
relatives  of  the  deceased  the  expressntn  of  its  sympathy 
on  this  mournful  eventt  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  the  members  will  wear 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

These  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to;  and 
then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CUSHHAN, 

The  House  adjourned. 


Thukssat,  Decembxb  8. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Afttr  the  reading  of  the  journal,  Mr.  WHITTLE- 
SET  moved  that  the  order  of^  the  Hbuse  for  proceeding 
to  the  appointment  of  committees  be  now  taken  up, 
with  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Mtncxa.  of  Virginia, 
"  (hat  the  absence  of  a  member  be  not  considered  as 
disqualifying  him  for  appointment  on  any  of  the  com- 
mittees." 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said  he  entertained  a  hope  (bat 
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thii  ftmendmeiit  would  be  wiilidrftwn,  tbouj^h  it  the  mo- 
mpnt  he  clUl  not  see  ibe  tiononble  member  [Hr.  Mhcbb] 
in  seat. 

Mr.  HARPER  remarked  that  he  underalood  from  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  that,  in  eonseqnence  of  the 
lime  which  had  now  eUpKd,  he  was  not  coliciloua  with 
regard  to  hi>  amendment. 

The  amendment  waa  then  disagreed  to,  and  the  ap' 
pointment  of  the  committeea  ordered. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  when  Ihii  Houae  adjourn,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday )  which  waa  carried. 

THE  MADISON  PAPERS. 

The*fallowIrt^  mesaage,  in  writing,  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  Siatea,  by  the  bamla  of  hit 
private  secretary,  Ansaiw  Jackson,  Jr.,  Esq.; 
7b  tkt  Senate  and  Botue  of  Bepretentalivei! 

I  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  my  correspondence 
with  Hn.  Madison,  produced  by  the  resolution  adopted 
Rt  the  bst  leasion  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
Btket,  on  the  decease  of  her  venerated  husband.  The 
occasion  seema  to  be  appropriate  to  present  a  letter  from 
her  on  the  subject  of  the  publintion  of  a  work  of  great 
political  interest  and  ability,  carefully  prepared  by  Mr. 
Madison's  own  hand,  under  circumstances  that  give  it 
claims  to  be  conaidered  as  little  less  than  official. 

Congress  has  already,  at  considerable  expense,  pub- 
lished, in  a  variety  of  forma,  the  naked  journals  of  the 
revolutionary  Congrev,  and  of  the  conventiona  that  fona- 
ed  the  eonstilution  of  the  United  Statea.  1  am  persua- 
ded that  the  work  of  Mr.  Madison,  considering  the  au- 
thor, the  subject-matter  of  it,  and  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  it  was  prepared — long  withheld  from  the  pub- 
lic aa  it  haa  been  by  those  motives  of  personal  kindness 
and  delicscy  that  gave  tone  to  his  intercourse  with  his 
fellov-men,  unUI  he  and  all  who  had  been  participators 
with  him  in  the  scenes  he  deicribea  have  passed  away — 
^elt  deaervei  to  become  the  property  of  toe  naiiom  and 
cannot  ful,  if  publiriied  and  disseminated  at  the  public 
charge,  to  confer  the  most  important  of  all  benefits  on 
the  present  and  every  succeeding  generation — accurate 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  their  CovernmenI,  and 
the  c'ircumstances  under  which  they  were  recommend- 
ed, and  imbodied  in  the  constitution  for  adoption. 

ANDBEW  JACKSON. 

DxcmiBsK  6t  ldS6^ 

The  measage,  having  been  read,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
PATTON*  referred  to  the  propmed  Jmnt  Committee  on 
the  Library,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Several  communications  from  heads  of  Departments 
vere  laid  before  the  House  by  the  Speaker,  and  ordered 
10  lie  OB  the  t^Ie. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  KINNARD. 

Mr.  DATIS,  of  Indiana,  then  rose  and  addreucd  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  Painful  as  the  duty  may  be,  it  is  mine 
oj'thia  morning  to  announce  to  the  House  the  dcceaae  of 
another  of  its  members. 

My  friend  and  colleague,  the  Hon.  Geobbk  L.  Kih- 
RARS,  died  at  Cincinnati  on  the  2Sth  ult.,  after  a  few 
days  of  suffering  much  more  severe  than  ordinarily  falls 
to  the  lot  of  mankind  in  passing  that  dread  ordeal.  The 
immediate  cause  of  his  death  Is  perhaps  well  known  to 
this  House  and  to  the  country.  It  waa  bis  misfortune  to 
suffer  from  one  of  those  appalling  acoidents'which  are  of 
but  too  frequent  recurrence  upon  our  steamboats,  by 
the  bursting  of  their  machinery.  He,  too,  like  one  of 
our  associates  whose  death  waa  announced  on  yesterday, 
died  among  stranger^  yet  among  friends.  At  the  hos- 
pitable maoaion  ot  the  Hon.  Robert  T.  Lytle,  (where  he 
paid  the  great  debt  of  nature,}  he  received  the  most  un- 
remitting attention  and  kiiidaesi»  ai  also  the  most  un- 


wearied services  of  those  who  rank  among  the  first  ia 
the  prufession  of  nnedicinet  but  all  would  not  do;  the 
omnipotent  Gat  had  gone  forth  by  which  be  was  called 
from  the  service  of  his  country  to  tbe  service  of  liia  God. 
Had  J  studied  by  set  phrase  to  pasa  a  eulogy  upon  bis 
character,  1  should  find  words  too  caM,  bngu^re  too 
inexpressive,  to  do  justice  to  bla  virtues.  It  was  njr 
good  fortune  to  be  favored  for  many  years  with  hisac. 
quaintance,  and  to  share  largely  in  his  friendship.  With 
a  clear  and  discriminating  mind,  an  honest  heart,  and  aa 
untiring  industry,  he  hsd  elevated  himself  to  tbe  highest 
seat  in  the  affection*  of  those  who  knew  him  betf .  In 
all  the  varied  relationa  of  life,  (to  which  he  was  about  te 
add  another  of  a  aacred  and  responaible  character,)  he 
austained  the  most  unsullied  reputation,  leaving  to  tbe 
world  indubitable  evidence,  not  only  that  he  was  a  man 
of  high  attainments,  but  that  he  waa  emphatically  one  of 
God's  noblest  works— an  honest  man. 

Mr.  D.  then  submitted  the  foUowirg  resotutioni^  which 
were  unanimoualy  adopted: 

Baolaedt  That  as  a  teilimoniat  of  respect  for  the  mem. 
or^  of  the  Hon.  Giossa  L.  KixBaan,  late  a  member  of 
this  House  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  the  member*  of 
this  body  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Reiclved,  That  the  connexions  and  constituents  of  Mr. 
KmiiAHD  are  joined  in  the  aineereat  condolence  for  the 
losa  of  that  inestimable  man  to  them,  to  us,  and  to  the 
country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LAY, 

Tbe  Houae  a^oumed. 

MoKSAT,  DsoxxBxm  13. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  appointment  of  the  following  commilteea^  made 
by  the  Speaker  since  tbe  lut  adjournment,  vu  annoua- 
ced  by  the  journal. 

Of  BUeliant. — Messrs.  Claiborne  of  Virginia,  GnfBn, 
Hawkins,  Burns,  Kilgore,  Buchanan,  Maury,  Boyd,  and 
Young. 

Of  Ways  and  Meant. — Mecsra.  Cambreleng,  McKim, 
Loyall,  Corwin,  Johnaim  of  Tennessee,  Smith,  Law- 
rence, Ingersoll,  and  Owens. 

Of  C/atffw.— Messrs.  Whittlesey  of  Obif»^  Forester, 
Grennell,  Davia,  Tsliaferro,  Chambera  of  Kentucky, 
Darlington,  Graham,  and  Russell. 

On  Comneree.— Messrs.  Sutherland,  Pinckney,  Pearce 
of  Rhode  Ishind,  Gillet,  Phillips,  Johnson  of  Louiaiana, 
Ingham,  Cushman,  and  McKeon. 

On  FubHe  Lands. — Messrs.  Boon,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Lincoln,  Casey,  Kennon,  Dunlap,  Chaptnan, 
Harrison  of  Hiatauri,  and  Yell. 

On  the  Pott  Offiee  and  Poit  Soadt. — Messrs.  Connor, 
Briggsj  Laporte,  Hall  of  Vermont,  Cleveland,  Frcitch, 
Shields,  Hopkins,  and  Kilgore. 

ibrfAe  Aa/rtoe/Coftun^— Mcsara.  W.  B.  Sbepard, 
Hiester,  Houldin,  Wasliington,  Lane,  Ri'ger^  MrifirM, 
Moore,  and  Claiborne  of  Mississippi. 

On  the  Judiciary. — Messrs.  Thomas,  Hardin,  Pierce 
of  New  Hampshire,  Robertson,  Peyton,  Toocey,  Martir, 
Vanderpoel,  and  Ripley. 

QnjPero/ulionaryC/aims.— Hesars  Muhlenberg,  Crane, 
Standefer.  Turrill,  Beaumont,  Craig,  Cbapin,  Under- 
wood, and  Weeka. 

On  Public  Ei^mditura,'~Utan.  Page,  Clarlr,  Mc- 
Lene,  Mason  of  Maine,  Leonard,  Haley,  White,  Pear- 
son,  and  Chetwood. 

On  Private  Land  Claims. — Messrs.  Carr,  Galbra!I^, 
Patterson,  Chambers  of  Pennsylvania,  May,  Huntsman, 
Lawler,  Slade,  and  Garland  of  Louisiana. 

On  Manufaeluret.~-Msnr§.  J,  Q.  Adamr,  Denny,  Mc- 
Comas,  Webster,  G.  Lee,  Granger,  Bynue^  Fowler, 
and  Wbittleiey  of  Connecticut. 
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Oa  Jgncaiitin.—yittKn.  Bockee,  Betn,  Shinn,  De> 
berry,  Btiley,  Is^n,  Phelpi,  Efner,  and  Bitek. 

On  Indian  Jffiiin.—Utaara.  Bell,  HeCRrty,  Brerett, 
Ashley,  Haynes,  HR««^*Cbiaey,  Hontj^omery,  tnd  Gar. 
land  or  Virffinla. 

On  Military  Affairs. — Meairs.  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Ward,  Thnmson  of  Ohio,  Bunch,  McKay,  Anthony, 
Mann  ofNew  York,  Colei,  and  Glascock. 

Onth»M>tiiia.~Vlenn.  Glascock,  Henderson,  Fuller, 
WaRrener,  Calhoun  of  HasMchiHetti^  Joshua  Lee  of  New 
York,  Carter,  Grares,  and  Holt. 

On  Navai  Mffairt. — Hesara.  Jam's,  Milligan,  Lansing, 
Beed,  Grayson,  Parker,  Wise,  Ash,  and  Grantland. 

On  Foreign  Affairs.— Mestn.  Howard,  Cramer,  Ha- 
mer,  Allan  of  Kentucky,  Parks,  Cashing,  Jaekion  of 
Georgia,  Dromgoote,  and  Bencher. 

On  the  TirrUoriei. — Mesars.  Patton,  Potts,  Brown, 
Pickens,  Pearee  of  Maryland,  Ball  of  Maine,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  Boyd,  and  Miller. 

On  Sevotutionaiy  Pennons. — Messrs.  Wardwell,  Lea 
of  Tennessee,  Lay,  Jatiet^  Storer,  Morgan,  Klingensmith, 
Bond,  and  Fry. 

On  Invalid  Pentions. — Messrs.  Beair,  Schenck,  Tay- 
lor, Harrison  of  Pennsylrania,  Doubleday,  Hoar,  How- 
ell, Jenifer,  and  Williams  of  Kentucky. 

On  Roada  and  Cona/s.— Measn.  Mercer,  Vinton,  Lu- 
eas,  Reynoldi  of  Illinois,  Steele,  Calhoon  of  Kentucky, 
Evans,  McKennan,  and  Hard. 

On  Revitaland  Unjiniafud  Butintas. — Messrs.  Hunting- 
ton, Mann  of  Pennsylvania,  Mason  of  Ohio,  Harlan,  and 
Farlin. 

Of  AceounU.—HtwKn.  Lee  of  New  Jersey,  Hall  of 
Mune,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Turner,  and  McKennan. 

[In  addition  to  the  standing  committees  of  the  House 
of  Representativea,  above  announced,  the  followinr 
eommitteea  of  ihe  House  of  Representatives,  appointed 
at  the  last  session,  being  committees  for  the  whole  Con- 
gress, still  exist,  viz:] 

On  ExpendUmttinihtStiatD^artme^.—Utt»n.  A. 
H.  Shepperd,  Calhoun  of  Maisacbaaetti,  Huntj  Morris, 
and  Sleklea. 

On  BiBpmdiiuret  in  ihe  Treasury  Department.-^ 
Messrs.  Allen  of  Vermont,  Harper,  Spangler,  Russell, 
and  Barton. 

On  Expenditures  in  the  War  Department. — Messrs. 
Jones  of  Ohio,  Uovee,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Love,  and 
Huble}-. 

On  Expenditam  m  the  Navy  Department. — Messrs. 
Hall  of  Maine,  BloanCi  Seymour,  Pettigrew,  and  Mason 
of  New  York. 

On  Ikependilures  in  the  Pott  Office  Department. — 
Henrs.  Hawes,  Burns,  Childs,  Bailey,  and  Reynolds  of 
New  York. 

On  EiqKndtturea  on  the  Public  Buildings. — Messrs. 
Darlington,  Haceltine,  Pearee  of  Rhode  Uand,  Galbraith, 
•nd  Beale. 

DUrY  ON  FOREIGN  COAL. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  to^ay  was  one  by 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  8.  Brainard  and  eleven  hundred 
others,  citizens  of  Boston,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the 
duties  on  foreign  coal,  who  moved  that  the  same  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  PATTON  thought  that,  inasmuch  as  petitions  of 
a  similar  import  bad  already  been  rfeferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  it  would  be  well  that  this 
petition,  als<^  should  take  a  rimilar  reference. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  he  conndered  these  petitions, 
of  which  there  will  probably  be  a  great  number,  as  ma- 
terially affecting  the  whole  question  of  the  tariff,  and, 
consequently,  the  whole  manufacturers  of  the  country. 
He  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  any  debate  on  the  subject 
St  this  time,  but  he  moved  that  the  question  on  the  ref* 
crence  be  taken  by  yeai  and  nap. 


The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  Mr.  LIN- 
COLN, ofMassachuselts,  (who  had  presented  a  petition 
of  similar  import,  from  sundry  citizens  of  that  Stale, 
which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,)  rose,  and  proceeded  to  state  that,  if  the  refer- 
ence proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Adixs]  wbs  persisted  in,  his  (Mr.  L'a)  memorial 
would  be  placed  in  a  very  awkward  situation.  Mr.  L. 
was  going  on  to  examine  the  propriety  of  the  respective 
references  proposed,  when 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  under  the  45tb  rule  of  the 
House,  the  subject  -could  not  be  debated  on  the  same 
day  on  which  the  petition  was  presented,  and.that  it 
would  come  up  first  in  order  of  basinem  tomorrow 
morning. 

So  the  subject  was  postponed  accordingly. 
REPORT  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  annual  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
finances,  together  with  the  estimates  for  the  year  1837, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana. 

Mr.  CHILDS  offered  a  resolution  granting  the  use  of 
the  hall  to  the  American  ColoniiatioQ  Society,  on  Ihd 
evening  of  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  C.  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion, 
which  the  House  refused  to  orderi  and  the  question 
having  been  taken  by  a  division,  the  resoluttoo  was 
adopted:  Ayes  91,  noes  59. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARD,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  two  chaplains,  of  different  denomina- 
tions, be  elected  to  terve  during  the  present  session  of 
Congreat,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange 
weekly.    Agreed  to. 

DUTIES  ON  FOREIGN  GRAIN. 

Mr.  FRY  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  immediately 
abolishing  the  duties  upon  foreign  grain  or  bread  slufls 
of  all  kinds. 

Mr.  BEED  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking 
out  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  inserting 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Mr>  FRY  said  the  question  involved  in  the  resolution 
•-as  a  plain  matter  of  fact}  and  (hat,  though  he  had  no 
great  solicitude  as  to  the  reference,  he  thought  the  one 
proposed  by  himself  was  the  most  appropriate. 

Mr.  REED  thought  that,  as  the  question  was  one 
which  bore  greatly  on  the  interests  of  the  agricultural 
community,  he  thought  it  would  be  beat  to  refer  it  to  the 
committee  having  the  special  oare  of  those  interests. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  then  taken  and 
carried:  Ayes  87*,  noes  67.  So  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  REED  observed  that  there  existed  no  manner  of 
necessity  that  this  resolution  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  since  every  body  is  well 
aware  that  the  revenue  is  sufficient,  and  far  from  re* 
(juiring  expedients  or  inquiries  relating  to  an  increase  of 
it.  He  also  deemed  it  to  be  a  desirable  thing  that  im- 
portations from  all  countries  should  be  made  as  free  u 
possible,  and  even  without  duty.  But,  (Mr.  R.obierved,) 
representing  as  this  House  did  the  interests  of  the  whole 
country,  we  were  bound  to  examine  into  the  subject. 
He  was  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  whole  question 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  as 
being  the  most  appropriate  fur  iu  consideraiion,  and  be- 
cause the  whole  agricultural  interests  of  the  country 
were  concerned  in  this  question.  It  is  true  (observed 
the  honorable  member)  that  this  is  a  year,  it  may  be  al- 
most said,  of  famine,  such  as  has  not  been  known  for 
twenty  years)  but,  n6lwitb»tandin(^  it  must  not  be  lost 

D  ig  itized  by  Vj  O  Og  I C 


1051 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1052 


H.  o?  R.] 


Bounty  Landt—Tke  DUtribution  Surpku,  &e. 


[Dxc.13.  1836. 


nght  or  thit  the  tnoit  importint  Interest!  were  in  direct 
apposition  to  this  proposition.  He  concluded  by  propo- 
sing, u  sn  unendoient,  thst  the  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  Cummiltee  on  Agriculture. 

A  division  took  place,  when  there  appeared  for  (be 
taendrnent  67,  against  it  58.  So'tbeunendiDent  vat 
carried. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAHB  proposed,  as  an  amendmenl,  to  in- 
sert the  words  "  also  foreign  coals,  salt,  and  iron.** 
*'  Sugar"  was  also  proposed  to  be  inserted,  at  the  aug* 
'  gestion  of  a  meoiher. 

A  debate  was  about  to  spring  up  on  this  question, 
when  a  motion  was  made  to  poaipone  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  to  Mondiy  next{  which  motion 
was  carried. 

BOUNTY  LANDS. 

34f.  GILLET  moved  the  following  resoltillon: 
Reaolvedt  1'hat  the  Csmmitlee  on  the  Public  Lands 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  laws  re- 
hiing  tu  bounty  lands  as  to  allow  those  entitled  to 
tbem  to  locate  on  any  public  lands  subject  to  entry  at 

{irivate  sale,  or  to  receive  land  scrip  in  lieu  of  bounty 
and. 

Mr.  GILLET  satd  he  would  explain  the  object  of 
hia  resolution.  It  was  within  the  recollection  of  must  of 
the  members  present,  that  the  soldiers  of  the  list  wsr 
were  promised  bounty  lands.  Tbe  act  which  contained 
this  promise  provided  that  public  lands  should  be  survey- 
ed in  Michigan,  Illinois,  Uiasouri,  and  Arkansaj^  if  he 
remembered  rightly.  The  surrey  in  Miebigao  was  never 
made,  and  tbe  lands  set  apart  in  Illinois  and  Missouri 
were  long  since  extiauited.  Consequently,  those  who 
have  not  received  their  bounty  lands  are  compelled  to 
locate  them  in  Arkansas.  The  lands  there,  he  presu- 
med, were  good  and  valuablr,  but  they  were  at  too  great 
a  distance  from  the  Northern  soldiers  to  be  valuable  to 
them.  They  can  neither  go  there  to  settle  on  them,  nor 
can  they  readily  sell  them.  If  Ibey  keep  Ihcm,  it  is  dif- 
ficult for  the  owner  to  pay  taxes  at  such  a  distant  point, 
with  wbieh  Northern  people  have  Tittle  or  no  comnmni* 
cation.  By  the  very  words  of  the  promise,  the  soldier 
has  a  right  to  lands  at  the  North,  where  they  are  the 
most  valuable  to  them.  This  will  work  no  injury  to  the 
United  Stales,  but  may  greatly  benefit  the  war-worn  sol- 
dier, who  may  desire  to  settle  upon  or  sell  bis  Unds.  lie 
conceived,  with  his  friend  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Vhitoh,] 
that  the  issuing  scrip  would  be  hifftily  ailvantsgeoua  and 
convenient  to  the  soldier,  and  prejudicial  to  no  «De. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  DISTRIBUTION  .SURPLUS. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Res^Btdt  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  report  •  bilt  to  amend  tbe  13th  section  of 
the  set  of  tbe  lut session  of  Congress  entitled  "An  set 
to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,'*  by  re- 
leysing  tbe  several  States  who  may  receive  any  part  of 
the  surplus  revepiue  of  the  United  SialeR,  in  pursuance 
of  that  act,  from  any  obligation  to  return  the  same. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  MERCER,  after  a  few  observations  upon  the  ob- 
ject of  this  proposition,  moved  to  postpone  the  conside- 
ration of  the  resolutionOill  Wednesflay  week  nexr,  and 
make  it  the  special  order  of  the  day  fur  that  day. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  remarked:  Mr.  Speaker:  1  am  op- 
posed to  the  gentleman's  regolution  being  made  the 
special  order  of  this  House.  The  resolution  involves 
a  very  important  question,  to  wit,  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  distribute  the  surplus  revenue.  This  inn- 
portant  constitutional  question  wss  avoided  at  the  last 
session,  and  now  it  is  intended  to  be  brought  up,  to  tbe 
exclusion  of  all  other  buMness.   The  States  have  the 


money,  and  may  do  what  they  please  with  it,  and  1  wish 
the  discussion  of  this  subject  to  be  postponed  until  a  long 
session  of  Congress.  This  will  be  a  very  diort  sesHon, 
and  should  be  a  buslneu  sesuon.  The  Tennessee  Isnd 
bill,  in  which  ray  constituents  are  immediately  interest- 
ed has  heretofore  been  posiponed  for  tbe  want  of  time, 
so  muoh  having  been  spent  in  tbediscusrion  of  inpertsnt 
political  questions.  I  would  be  doing  injustice  to  tbe  in- 
terests of  my  constituents,  if  I  did  agree  that  this  impor- 
tant question  should  be  taken  up,  to  the  exclunon 
other  business.  Sir,  this  question  alone  would  cKxupy 
weeks  in  its  discussion,  and  other  measures  must  be 
made  to  give  way  to  it,  when  no  legislative  action  can  be 
bad  on  it  this  session.  I  am  opposed  to  all  unnecessary 
discussion  at  this  session;  and  1  desire  that  the  bunsess 
of  the  American  people  should  be  attended  to.  1  there- 
fore move  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MERCER  askt^d  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  laying  his  resolution  on  the  table;  which 
were  ordered;  and  being  taken  without  debate,  (tbe 
rules  not  admitting  debate  on  a  motion  to  lay  any  prop> 
osition  on  the  table,)  stood  as  follows: 

YtAS— Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Anthony.  Asb,  Bar- 
ton, Beale,  Beaumont,  Black,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouhfin, 
Dovee,  Briggs,  Brown,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,   John  F.  II.  Claiborne. 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cushmsn,  Davis,  Doubleday, 
Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Fsiifield,  Fowler,  Fry, 
Fuller,  Gtlbraith,  J.  Garland,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Grangrr, 
Crantland,  Grayson,  Grennell,  GrifBn,  Haley,  Joseph 
Hall,  Uamer,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Henderson,  HiesUr,   Hoar^  Holt,  Hopkins,  Hubley. 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabes  Jacfcaon,  Jar- 
vi^  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Jdin  W.  Jones, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Kilgore,  KItngensmith,  Lansing,  Ia- 
purte,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 
Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lot;an,  LAyall, 
Lucaa.  Lyon,  Abijsh  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  Wil- 
liam Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McKay,  McKim,  McLcoe, 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Oweiu^  Page,  Parker,  Parley 
I  Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dulee  J.  Pearee, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  John  Reynolds, 
I  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Robertson,  Russell,  Schenck, 
[  Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Ta)  lor,  Thom- 
I  as,  J.  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  VanderpoeU  Wagener, 
j  Ward,  Wafdwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
I  Thomss  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell— 126. 

Nats— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Alien,  Bailey, 
Bell,  Bond,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John  Calboon,  WilUaa 
B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Cbambera.  John 
Chambers,  Childs,  Nalh.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Denny,  Evan», 
Everett,  French,  Rice  Garland,  Graham,  Graves,  Ui- 
land  Mall,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes, 
Hazeltine,  Howell,  Ingersull,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johnson,  Lane,  Luke  Lea,  Luvr,  S.  MasoiH  IkUury, 
McCarty,  McComaa,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Montgomery, 
J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Potts,  Beed, 
Rogers,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Slsde,  Sloane, 
Slanderer,  Slorcr,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Turner,  Un- 
derwood, Vinton,  Wadiingtun,  White,  L.  Williuna,  S. 
Williams,  Wise— 73. 

So  the  resolution  wss  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
-  I'he  presentation  of  resolutions  was  continued,  in  tbe 
order  of  Slates,  till  3  o'clock}  when 
The  House  adjourned. 


Tdxsdat,  Decxxbex  13. 

THE  PRESIDFJfT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LOYALL,  the  House  resolved  it- 
self into  a  Cummiltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
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ITnioR,  (Mr.  Asixi  in  the  chair,)  on  the  annuftl  tMi- 
nge'  oF  the  President  of  the  Uiiitea  Stttes. 

Mr.  LOYALL  mored  that  tbe  reading  of  llie  message 
b«  diipemed  wUb,  which  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  . 
Hr.  L.  ofFered  a  series  of  resolutions,  referring  the  va- 
riouB  parts  of  the  message  to  the  appropriate  coounit- 
tees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LOYALL,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
resolutions  should  be  taken  up  separately.  Tbe  first 
resolution  was  as  follows: 

1.  Raolctd,  That  so  much  of  tbe  President's  message 
as  relates  to  tbe  political  relations  of  the  United  States 
with  foreign  nations  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

T^e  second  resolution,  in  the  following  terms,  was 
adopted: 

3.  Jtesolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  commerce  of  tbe  United  States  with  foreign 
nations  and  their  dependencies  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Comtneree. 

The  third  resolution,  in  tbe  following  terms,  was 
agreed  to; 

3.  Itaolvol,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates  to  the  finances,  and  every  thing  connected  there- 
witbf  tbe  safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys,  and  erery 
thing  connected  therewith;  the  Bank  or  the  United 
States,  including  the  stock  of  the  United  States  in  that 
institution^  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  fourth,  finh,  and  sixth  resolutions  were  tbensev- 
erally  agreed  to  nem.  em. 

4.  Hetolced,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates (o  tbe  public  lands,  and  all  things  connected  there- 
with, be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

5.  Ruohed,  That  so  much  of  said  measage  as  relates 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  public 
interests  intrusted  to  the  War  Department,  except  so 
much  thereof  as  relates  to  Indian  atTairs,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

6.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  messai^e  as  re- 
lates to  the  militia  of  the  United  States  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  tbe  Militia. 

Un  tbe  reading  of  the  seTcnth  resolution,  viz: 

7.  Beaoived,  That  so  much  of  said  message  aa  relates 
tu  the  Indian  tribes,  and  every  thing  connected  there- 
with, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs — 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  that  tbe  words  of  the  resolution 
*'and  all  connected  therewith"  be  stricken  out,  and  the 
words  connected  with  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in 
Alabama  and  Georgia,"  and  that  tbe  subject  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

Hr.  LEWIS,  in  support  of  his  amendment,  said  that 
his  reasons  for  proposing  the  reference  of  ibis  subject 
to  a  select  committee  were  founded  on  the  following  pas- 
sage of  the  President's  message : 

**0n  the  unexpected  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in 
Florida,  Alabamn,  and  Georgia,  it  became  necessary,  in 
some  cases,  to  lake  the  properly  of  individuals  for  pub- 
lic use.  Provision  riiouUl  be  made^  by  law,  fur  indemni- 
fying tbe  owners)  and  I  would  also  respectfully  suggest 
whether  some  provision  may  not  be  msdc,  consistently 
with  the  principles  of  our  Government,  for  the  relief  of 
tbe  sufferers  by  Indian  depredations,  or  by'  the  operas 
tions  of  our  own  troops." 

He  (Mr.  L-)  did  not  desire  to  refer  this  subject  to  a 
special  committee  out  of  any  disrespect  to  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Claims,  or  that  of  Iiulian  Aff4irs{  such  was  not  his 
motive.  It  was  evident,  from  the  paragraph  of  ihe  mes- 
sage which  be  had  read,  that  the  Prendent  saw  a  differ- 
ence in  principle  between  the  cises  of  suffering  and 
depredation  in  the  late  war  in  tbe  Creek  country,  and 
between  former  cases  of  Indian  depredations.  Had  this 


not  been  his  view  of  the  case,  he  certainly  would  not 
have  recommended  special  relief  to  be  extended.  An- 
other reason  which  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  L.)  to  render 
it  expedient  to  refer  these  claims  to  a  special  committee 
was  the  fact  that  so  great  was  their  number  likely  to  be, 
that  it  would  certainly  throw  upon  the  two  committees 
lo  which  the  resolution  proposed  to  refer  them  a  mass 
of  business  sueb  as  they  could  not  cimveniently  dispose 
of.  It  was  also  his  desire,  both  from  respect  to  the 
President  and  to  bis  own  constituents,  lo  obtain  a  direct 
and  distinct  decision  upon  these  claims,  as  being  pecu- 
liarly different  in  their  principle  from  all  the  other  top- 
ics belonging  to  Ihe  sphere  of  the  Indian  department. 

Mr.  BELL  suggested  an  amendment  lo  Mr.  Lewis's 
amendment;  which  Ur.  LEWIS  expressed  himself  wil- 
ling to  accept. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  supported  the  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  a  standing 
committee  to  do  justice  to  the  multiplicity  «f  petitions 
which  would  come  before  ihem;  he  therelore  hoped  the 
amendment  would  be  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  WILLIA.MS,  of  North  Carolins,  said  he  could 
see  no  difference  Whatever  between  these  or  other  claims 
arising  out  of  Indian  depredations  at  any  former  period. 
If  any  familiarity  with  such  kind  of  claims,  tf  any  experi- 
ence on  auch  topics,  was  to  be  found  any  where,  be  was 
certain  that  it  was  to  be  Found  in  the  Committees  of 
Claims  and  on  Indian  Affairst  he  was  therefore  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  why  this  subject  should  betaken  out  of  their 
hands,  and  placed  with  a  select  committee.  He  con- 
eluded  by  moving  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking 
out  the  words  "select  committee,"  and  inserting  the 
Committee  of  CUims." 

Mr.  LEWIS,  in  reply,  observed  that  the  honorable 
member  professed  not  to  observe  sny  difference  between 
these  and  former  claims  Under  Indian  depredationst  it 
was  evident,  however,  that  the  President  contemplsted 
them  under  a  peculiar  aspect,  or  elite  he  would  not  have 
made  a  special  mention  of  them;  this  was  with  him  suf- 
ficient reason  to  warrant  the  appointment  of  a  select 
committee. 

The  CHAIR  suggested  that  the  question  before  the 
House  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the  original  resolution. 
The  resolution  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  after- 
wards the  proposed  amendment  of  Mr.  Lawis. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  proposed  a  slight  modification  lo  the 
amendment,  which  the  honorable  mover  accepted. 

The  question  on  the  original  resolution  was  then  put 
by  the  Chair,  and  it  was  agreed  lo;  after  which. 

Mr.  Lewis's  amendment,  as  modiffed  by  Messrs.  Bell 
and  GuscocK,  was  nut 

Mr,  WHITTLESEY  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
reference  to  a  special  committee.  He  contended  that 
there  existed  no  special  diff^erence  in  principle  between 
these  and  oiher  claims  arising  from  similar  causes.  He 
deprecated  the  adoption  of  new  principles  of  proceed 
ing,  upon  the  arising  of  new  claims  the  same  in  princi- 
ple with  others.  The  Committee  of  Claims  (observed 
Mr.  W.)  brought  forward  a  bill,  which  passed  in  April 
of  the  year  1816,  in  reference  to  Indian  depredations  of 
all  kinds,  and  to  all  other  sufferings  incurred  in  cases  of 
war,  whether  those  sufferings  orlt^inated  from  the  ene- 
my or  From  the  necessary  requisitions  of  our  own  troopsj 
there  can,  therefore,  be  no  necessity  (said  Mr.  W.)  for 
a  select  commiitee  in  the  present  case,  as  no  new  prin- 
ciples ought  to  be  established  for  the  settlement  of  such 
claims,  nor  ought  the  principles  now  established  to  be 
changed  or  enlarged. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  be  concurred  in  the  general 
viewB expressed  by  the  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Whit- 
TLxsET,]  but  it  occurred  to  him  (Mr.  G.)  that  tbe  diffi- 
culty nhicfa  was  anticipated  by  referring  this  subject  to 
a  select  committee  would  not  occoft.  If  that  (wmmii  tec, 
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in  adjudicaling  Ibe  caws  wliich  une  before  tliem,  de- 
viates from  those  originil  rules  waA  well-iettlec)  princi- 
ples which  had  heretofore  goTcrned  such  cases*  the 
House,  whose  provtnoe  il  wu  to  tuperrise  the  reports, 
might  reject  or  approre  them,  m  Kerned  best.  The  great 
object  to  he  attuned  by  the  reference  to  a  select  com* 
mitiec  WB%  to  expedite  the  action  of  the  Honsct  and  he 
believed  lhat  the  many  claims  which  would  be  present- 
ed would  throw  an  obstscle  in  the  way  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  or  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  giving 
the  proper  consideration  to  the  subject.  A  select  com- 
mittee miglil  give  its  whole  altentioo  to  Ibe  subject,  and 
select  for  the  coDsideration  of  the  Bouse  such  cases  as 
were  entitled  to  its  credence.  He  did  not  believe  that 
a  select  committee  would  violate  the  general  rules  here- 
tofore established,  and  yet  there  might  be  extreme  cases 
which  those  general  rules  would  not  reach.  He  hoped 
the  Committee  of  Claims  would  consent  to  the  reference 
to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  D.  /.  PKARCE  said  that  the  House  bad  yet  to 
learn  tbat  the  Committee  of  Claims  was  either  unable  or 
unwilling  to  discharge  any  duties  wtiich  might  be  asaign- 
ed  to  them.  Was  there  any  suflieient  reason  to  change 
the  direction  of  the  reference?  Whkt  was  the  direction 
given  to  analogous  cases,  growing  out  of  thtf  war  with 
Great  Britain'  Ifa  man'iliorie  was  lost,  did  he  go  to  a 
select  committee^  If  the  military  trampled  down  a 
man's  field  of  com,  was  it  necessary  to  go  to  a  select 
committee?  No.  The  usual  course  hsd  been  to  refer 
such  subjects  to  the  Committee  of  Claims(  hut,  inde- 
pendent of  them,  there  were  other  coniideraliona  which 
rendered  the  usual  reference  necessary.  The  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  bad  rules  upon  which  they  had  been  ac- 
customed to  set,  the  operations  uf  which  hid  been  test- 
ed, and  decisions  made  on  those  rules  had  been  passed 
on  by  the  House.  But  what  would  the  House  think  of 
the  new  rulea  of  the  select  committee?  Would  the  House 
give  the  same  weight  to  what  was  done  tbat  It  would  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Claims?  IT,  then, 
the  House  was  anxious  for  speedy  action  and  prompt  de- 
cision, he  should  suppose  that  the  usual  course  wss  pref- 
erable to  a  novel  one.  He  had  heard  no  reason  why  the 
usual  course  should  be  droarted  from.  Did  the  gentle- 
man who  came  from  that  section  of  the  country  in  Vhich 
the  persons  making  these  claims  resided  expect  that  the 
claima  should  be  passed  on  differenlly  from  others?  If  nut, 
why  so  anxious  to  change  the  course?  Are  they  appre- 
tienvive  tbat  leas  than  justice  will  be  done  to  Ibem?  Did 
they  want  more  than  justice'  He  thought  not)  and  what 
bad  been  done  before  in  similar  cases  weuld,  be  presu- 
med, be  sstiufactory  now. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  it  did  not  appear  lhat  the  chairmen 
of  the  Commiltee  of  Claims  or  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian AfTairs  had  any  objection  to  the  proposed  refer- 
ence to  a  select  committee.  The  only  inject  aim^d  at 
by  bimtelf  waa  to  secure  a  thorough  examination  lb  the 
claims  which  might  he  brought  up.  The  President  of 
the  United  States  bad  recommended  an  indemnity.  Ac- 
cording to  the  general  rule,  losses  growing  out  of  a  war 
were  not  subjects  of  indemnity.  If  there  were  reasons 
of  a  special  character  in  the  present  instance,  which 
rendered  such  indemnity  proper,  he  wished  to  have 
them  invesiigated  and  reported  on  by  a  select  com- 
mittee, 'who  would  present  them  to  the  House  in 
proper  form)  and  if  the  House  assented  to  the  truth  of 
the  conclusions  given,  they  would  act  accordingly.  He 
wanted  no  exemption  from  the  rules  proper  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  such  a  commiltee.  He  wished  only  to  see 
a  full  statement  uf  the  reasons  why  this  indemnity  should 
be  granted. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  words  "  select  com- 
mittee,"and  inserting  "Committee  of  Claims,"  was  ta- 
ken, and  carriHi  uid  the  resolutuHii  as  amended,  wfti 
adopted. 


8.  Bfsohed,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  and  the 
-public  interests  intrusted  to  the  Nsvy  Department,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiira. 

The  resolution  on  referring  that  part  of  the  meaage 
relating  to  an  amendment  of  the  conatitution  wu  then 
taken  up. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  "  Retolved,"  and  insert  the  following:  "Thit  so 
much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  an  amend- 
ment  of  the  eoottitution,  together  with  all  proposltioaa 
and  resolutions  nibmitted  at  the  last  and  present  seuioiia 
of  Congress,  propoting  an  amendment  of  the  coastitu- 
tion,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  be  compoted 
of  members. 

Hr.  LINCOLN  inquired  if  such  an  amendment  was  in 
order.  The  House  had  gone  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  President's  message  only;  and  be  eubrait- 
tcd  whether  other  matter,  not  embraced  in  Uie  message, 
could  be  then  considered  and  referred. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  in  order, 
on  the  ground  of  the  identity  of  the  subject. 

The  amendment  wu  agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  93  to  51, 
and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  also  agreed  to,  and 
the  committee  ordered  to  consist  of  nine  members. 

The  next  resolution  was  as  foUowsi 

9.  Rtsohtdt  I'hat  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  the  condi- 
tion and  operations  of  the  Post  OiEce  Department,  and 
every  thing  connected  therewith,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Ofiice  and  Pest  Roada. 

Mr.  CARTER  offered  a  resolution  referring  to  »  aekct 
committee  so  much  of  the  President's  message  aa  rela- 
ted 10  the  compensation  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers 
who  bad  been  called  out  from  that  State,  but  who  had 
not  been  mustered  into  the  public  service. 

Mr.  BELL  thought  that  the  House  would  agr««  aa  to 
the  propr'Mty  of  the  investigation  proposed,  and  b<^ed 
that  the  resolution  would  be  adopted.  Ifthere  was  any 
objection  to  a  aelect  committee,  he  hoped  the  subject 
would  be  referred  to  one  of  the  atandii^T  committees. 

Ur.  D.  J,  PEABCE  moved  to  atrike  out  the  words 
"  select  committee,"  and  inaert  *'  Committee  on  llilllary 
Affairs." 

Mr.  CARTER  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  the  reference  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  CUima. 

Hr.  CARl'ER  said  his  only  object  in  aaking  for  a  se- 
lect committee  wu  despatch.  The  volunteers  were  ntcn 
only  in  very  moderate  circumstances)  and  unlets  anne 
provision  was  made  for  ihem  at  the  present  aesaion  of 
Congress,  it  would  be  of  little  avail  to  nuke  it  at  all. 
They  had  appeared  at  tbe  rendezvous,  under'  the  belief 
that  they  were  called  out  for  twelve  muntha'  8ervice{  but 
when  they  got  there,  tbe  officers  refused  to  muster  them, 
and  tbey  received  nothing,  either  for  expenses  or  otber- 
wiae,  and  tbey  returned  borne  u  well  as  .they  could. 
The  men  were  entitled  to  compensation,  and  the  sub- 
ject sfaoulJ  he  acted  on  at  the  present  session. 

It  wu  well  known  that  all  the  troops  who  volunteered 
in  Tennessee  had  not  been  treated  aa  kindly  by  Ibe  Gov- 
ernment as  their  promptitude  and  patriotism  absolutely 
demanded)  and  if  the  preaent  aession  of  Congress  was  al- 
lowed to  pass  away  without  some  provision  being  made, 
it  waa  not  to  be  expected  that  they  would  come  forward 
so  promptly  at  a  future  time  to  answer  the  call  of  the 
Government.  A  damp  would  be  thrown  upon  their 
patriotism.  He  was  himself  acquainted  with  ■  lar^ 
purlion  uf  these  volunteers,  who  were  poor  men,  engaged 
in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  and  supporting  their  faait- 
lies  by  such  meansi  they  had  sold  out  their  cropa,  be- 
lierii^  tbat  they  were  certain  of  employ  for  twelve 
ffiootDs  to  come,  but  were  rejected,  and  thus  deprived 
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of  the  means  of  liFe.  Hie  relief,  to  be  milibte,  ought 
to  be  immediate,  and  he  hoped  the  committee  vouid 
ftgree  to  the  reference. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
C.  JoBiriov  to  refer  tVie  subject  to  the  Committee  of 
Claimi,  and  wa«  agreed  (o:  Ayes  97,  noes  not  counted. 

And  the  resolution,  as  amended,  vai  adopted. 

EXECUTIVB  ADUrNISTRATION.. 
Mr.  WISE  rose  and  offeredjhe  foUovInf;  resolution: 
JResohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Preaident's  message  as 
relates  to  the  condition  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments! the  ability  and  integrity  witli  which  they  have 
been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of 
the  public  business  in  all  of  them,  and  the  causes  of  com- 

Eltiot,  ftvm  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  wbii^  they 
are  fulfilled  tbe  objects  of  their  creation,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine  members,  with 
pdwer  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  snd  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various  execu* 
tive  departments,  the  ability  and  infegrity  with  which 
they  have  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in  which  tbe 
public  business  baa  been  discharged  in  all  of  them, 
Bnd  into  ail  otusea  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at 
tbe  manner  in  which  said  Departments,  or  their  busi- 
ness or  ofRces,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of 
every  description  wh:*te»er,  directly  or  indirectly  con- 
nected with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially, 
in  duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  ful- 
filled or  failed  to  aceompliah  the  objects  of  their  crea- 
tion, or  liave  violated  tbeir  duties,  or  have  injured  or  im- 
paired the  public  aenrice  and  interestt  and  that  said 
comipittee,  in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  such  perioda 
of  time  as  to  them  may  seem  expedient  and  proper. 
Mr.  WISE  then  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman:  In  submitting  the  resolution  of  refer- 
ence whidi  1  have  sent  to  the  Chair,  I  deem  it  my  duty 
to  offer  iqme  refleetiou  to  the  House  and  to  the  coun- 
try. 

Sir,  thia  paper  ia  tbe  laat  annual  message  of  Andrew 
Jackson.  The  contemplation  of  it  aa  such  is  deeply  af- 
fecting to  the  nncere  lover  of  him,  and  solemnly  mourn- 
ful to  the  honest  lover  of  his  country. 

What  should  the  last  annual  nicB<uge  of  Andrew 
Jackson  have  beenf  Who  is  he,  what  has  he  bveni 
Tbe  answer  to  this  question  ought  to  determine  wbat 
this  last  act  of  its  kind  of  hi&  should  have  been. 

A  roan  of  bumble  but  respectable  origin,  he  was  born 
in  the  times  of  his  country's  travail  for  independence. 
Hia  precocious  spirit  of  rew'atanee  to  oppression  marked 
his  infant  body  with  the  scars  of  tbe  Revolution.  After 
the  times  which  tried  men's  souls  bad  pasted  awayi  after 
the  blessiags  of  freedom  had  been  secured  by  all  the 
muniments  of  the  institutions  of  our  fathers,  the  fruits  of 
peace,  and  virtue,  and  wisdom,  aod  jealous  patriotismt 
after  varied  and  chequered  sceaea  of  private  and  public  ' 
life,  under  a  destiny  adverse  only  ao  far  as  it  was  full  of 
danger^  In  {^mes  not  Olympic,  in  contests  not  heroic, 
we  nnd  bim  in  tbe  midst  of  his  country's  second  trotibles 
a  citizen  soldier,  a  major  general  of  the  army  of  the  re- 
public. 

He  *•  was  ambitious  of  famcj  and  rs  long  a's  mankind 
shall  continue  to  bestow  more  liberal  applause  on  their 
destroyers  than  on  their  benafactor^  (he  thirst  of  milita- 
ry  gtoiy  will  ever  be  the  vice  of  the  most  exalted  char- 
acters.'^ A  bold,  energetic,  and  dauntless  commander, 
he  carried  conquest,  in  spile  of  all  dangers  and  difficul. 
ties,  into  the  wilderness  of  tbe  savage  tribes  of  the  South- 
ern ft-ontieri  was  the  daring  but  successful  and  justified 
invader  of  a  neutral -territory,  and  finally  filled  the 
measure  of  his  country's  glory"  in  defence  of  Orleans, 
where  he  assumed  to  be  the  arbiter  of  martial  lav,  the 
judge  advocate  of  men's  anegiaace--wbere  he  conquer- 
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ed  tbe  conquerors  of  Napoleon — where  he  profess^  and 
practised  submission  to  the  cinl  authority,  and  where  he 
acquired  the  title  of  Hero.  And  there  was  created,  I 
will  say,  "a  dear-b'ought  debt  of  gratitude"  from  his 

country. 

"Hail,  second  Saviour!"  was  shouted  from  the  lipa  of 
every  grateful  heart,  and  echoed  from  every  hill  and 
valley;  his  name  was  emblazoned  high  on  the  rolls  of 
imperi^able  military  fame,  and  peace  was  quick  to  hal-* 
low  his  victory.  With  peace  his  warlike  oecupatbns 
were  gone,  but  civil  honora  were  sliowered  and  thicken- 
ed around*  him.  From  the  camp  he  rose  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  chamber—fur  then  the  Senate  chamber  was  high- 
er than  the  camp.  He  bore,  or  seemed  to  bear,  hia  hon- 
ors patiently;  but  all  that  had  been  done  or  could  be 
done,  it  seemed,  was  not  enough  for  him,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  a  generous  people.  He  was  nominated  for  the 
first  place  on  earth — the  presidency  of  these  united,  sov> 
ereign,  and  independent  States  of  Americat  ffl^r  then 
these  States  were  united,  sovereign,  and  independent. 
Civilians  and  statesmen,  of  proudest  names  and  stations, 
were  his  competitors,  but  he  was  the  people's  candidate, 
against  men  in  office,  against  the  powers  that  were, 
against  their  intrigues,  their  patronage,  and  Ibeir  cau- 
cuses; and  in  connderation  thereof  and  of  bis  just  ap- 
pellation of  Hero,  he  was  most  popubr  and  stroiwest  in 
the  plurality  of  votes.  He  was  defeated— defeated  here, 
in  this  hall,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  men 
such  as  we  are — and  what  we,  the  representatives  of  (he 
people,  are,  I  will  not  name — by  means  I  will  not  de- 
scribe. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  manner  of  hia  de- 
feat was  not  only  enough  to  insure  his  subsequent  tri- 
umph, but  to  rivet  him  iraraoreably,  right  or  wrong,  in 
the  hearts  of  his  countrymen  forever.  He  becanke  tbe 
champion  of  popular  rights  and  the  elective  ftanchise, 
against  office-holders  and  office-seekers— tbe  favorite 
pet  of  the  people,  who  was  to  scourge  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, whose  name  was  to  be  terror  to  all  evil-doers, 
whose  policy  was  to  be  retrenchment  and  reform,  by 
whom  the  independence  of  Congress  of  executive  pat- 
ronage was  to  be  maintained,  by  whom  that  patronage 
was  to  be  curtailed  to  harmlessess,  and  in  whom  "the 
line  of  safe  precedents"  was  to  be  broken  and  destroy- 
ed, fie  was  swept  and  rUBh»along  on  the  roaring  tide 
of  an  overwhelming  popularity  high  up  into  office,  on 
the  second  flood,  and  that  popularity  has  never  deserted 
him — no  fickleness  in  it,  it  has  never  retired  for  a  mo- 
ment; notwithstanding  strong  winds  which  have  bl^wn 
from  every  point  of  the  compass,  and  opposing  cunents 
in  every  direction,  it  has  continued  to  swell  and  swell,  un- 
til it  has  become  a  flood— 1  will  not  say  which  threatens 
the  dry  land.  He  came  into  power  professing  aod  jiro- 
claiming  the  most  severe,  ay,  stoical  democratic  prmct- 
plesi  the  people  confided  In  him,  were  bound  to  bim  the 
closer,  and  have  never  wavered  yet  in  their  eonCdence — 
I  will  not  say,  thoogh  he  lias  tried  it  to  the  uttermost 
Unfortunately  for  him,  when  he  was  crowned  with  tbe 
reward  of  his  militery  servieei^  and  was  inducted  into 
office,  he  not  only  found  "  competitors  to  be  removed, 
enemies  to  be  punished,"  but  he  was  beaet  by  friends 
from  whom  he  should  have  put  up  prayers  to  be  saved. 
I  will  not  say  (hat  he  was  lacking  in  those  magnanimous 
quulifications  of  a  truly  great  man,  which  alone  could 
rid  him  and  guard  him  from  these  misfortunes — for  man, 
poor  feeble  man,  is  weak  under  the  moat  ordinary  temp- 
tations, and  his  virtue  must  be  strong  who  presides  in  m 
palace — but  misfortunes  tbey  were. 

So  it  was,  he  was  buoyed  up  in  the  affections  of  the 
sovereign  people.  Has  he  done  wrongf  He  was  popu- 
lar, lias  he  done  worse  than  wrong?  He  was  popular, 
and  he  was  the  President  who  could  do  no  wrong,  in 
whom  popularity  was  joined  with  pow^r  and  palronsge. 
Has  ruthless  pnncription  for  opinion's  sake  turned  faith- 
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ful  public  Krvanta  out  of  their  etnpli^ntenl,  tnd  match- 
ed from  the  mouths  of  tbe'ir  raRiUiea  their  bread?  We 
are  told  the  President  ordered  the  removals,  and  the  peo- 
ple bad  sanctioned  proscription !  Has  favoritism  filled 
the  Tacanciea  which  proscription  has  made  with  the  ser- 
Tite  toots  of  parly,  to  do  the  bidding  of  power?  We  are 
told  that  the  President  had  need  of  his  own  friends,  and 
tbat  the  people  have  sanctioned  the  mixim,  "  that  to  the 
victora  belong  the  spoils!"  Have  the  birhett  and  rich- 
eat  officeif  WMth  more  than  half  of  a  mution,  been  be- 
stowed as  rewards  upon  members  of  Coni^ress,  and  has 
corruption  become  the  order  of  ibe  day We  are  told 
tbat  the  President  wai  the  best  judge  of  the  selection  of 
high  functionaries,  and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned 
theoorderofthedayl"  At  "  till  the  reign  of  Severus, 
the  virtue  and  even  the  good  aenie  of  the  Emperors  had 
been  distinguished  by  their  zeal  or  affected  reverence  for 
the  Roman  Senate,  and  by  a  tender  regard  to  the  nice 
frame  of  civil  policy  instituted  by  Augustus,"  so  had  the 
virtue  and  even  the  good  sense  of  preceding  Presidents, 
till  the  reign  of  Andrew  Jackson,  been  distinguished  by 
their  zeal  and  reverence  fur  the  American  Senate,  and 
by  a  tender  regard  for  the  nice  frame  of  civil  policy  in- 
Rtituted  by  the  fatbert  of  our  republic!  Had  "his  youth," 
like  (hit  of  Severus,  **  bwn  trained  in  the  implicit  obe- 
dience of  campB^  and  bis  riper  years  spent  in  the  despot- 
ism of  military  command !  could  not  his  haughty  and  in- 
flexible spirit  discover,  or  would  he  not  acknowledge, 
the  advantage  of  preserving  an  intermediate  power, 
however  imaginary,  between  the  Emperor  and  the  array  ?" 
As  in  the  reign  of  ScTenii,  WM  *■  the  Senate  filled  with 
poriihed  and  eloquent  alavea  from  the  eastern  (ami  I  may 
add  southern)  province?,  who  justified  personal  flattery 
by  speculative  principles  of  servitude?"   Have  the  law- 

Jrers  of  his  reign,  whom  I  will  not  call  Papinians  or  Pau- 
uses,  or  Ulpians,  **concurred  in  teaching  that  the  im- 
perial authority  was  held  not  by  the  delegated  commia- 
lion,  but  by  the  irrevocable  resignation  of  the  Senate? 
■nd  tbat  toe  Emperor  might  destroy  vested  rigbta  and 
tbe  in  oorporalions  of  law  by  bis  sic  voh?"  We  an  told 
that  the  aristocratic  Senate  had  dared  to  ofTend  tbe  ma* 
jetty  of  the  President,  and  tbat  the  pSople  have  sanc- 
tioned Ibe  word  ■*  expunge!"  Has  the  independence  of 
Congress  been  totally  decoyed  by  corrupt  bribes  and 
the  powtr  of  appointing  members  to  office?  We  are 
told  tbat  the  representatives  of  the  peopleare  selec- 
ted to  do  the  will  of  the  Preaident,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple bare  kanctioned  the  creed  tbat  there  t:an  be  no 
treason  to  the  country  so  long  as  there  is  fidelity  to  "  the 
party."  Has  the  President  "asnjioedthe  responaibili- 
ty,"  Kiaed  the  custody  and  the  control  of  the  public 
money,  in  defiance  of  all  law  and  precedent,  and  placed 
them  in  the  hands  of  a  traitor  and  a  perjured  knave' 
We  are  told  that  the  monster  bank  was  his  enemy,  and 
that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the  union  of  the 
purse  and  sword. "  Mas  he  asaumed  to  hinuelf  judicial 
powers,  and  the  prerogative  to  administer  the  taws  and 
the  constitution  according  to  bis  own  interpretation  and 
his  own  irresponuble  will?  We  are  told  that  the  Pren- 
dent's  conscience  alone  is  concerned  in  thetr  execution, 
and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  in  him  tbe  power  of 
imperial  magistrate.  As  imperial  magistrate,  has  he 
"assumed  the  conduct  and  style  of  sovereign  and  con* 
qucror,  and  exercised,  without  disguise,  the  whole  1e- 

Silattre  as  well  as  executive  power?"  We  are  told  thst 
e  Prefident  ia  "the  Government,"  and  that  tbe  peo- 
ple have  sanctioned  Ibe  pretension  that  all  offices  and 
their  powers  are  his!  Have  the  expenditures  of  his  ad- 
minutration  increased  and  grown,  enormously  beyond 
all  example,  to  thirty-eight  millions  from  fifteen  millions, 
without  a  cent  of  public  debt  to  be  paid?  We  are  told 
that  the  Prendent  is  the  beat  judge  of  the  wants  of  the 
countfy*  tod  tbat  tbe  people  hare  Mncttmed  wiatcful 


and  profligate  extravagance!  Have  thousands  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  been  expended  on  east  rooms,  and 
gravel  walks,  and  all  the  regalia  of  a  palace  in  fact,  for 
a  republican  officer  in  form?  We  are  told  that  the  Pre*, 
■dent's  court  should  be  at  splendid  as  any  King's,  and 
that  the  people  have  sanctioned  royalty!  Has  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  Federal  Government  been  tremendously 
increased,  and  exerted  in  conflict  with  tbe  freedom  of 
elections?  We  are  told  that  the  reign  of  the  President 
should  be  perpetuated,  and  that  the  people  have  sanc- 
tioned the  interference  of  office-holders  with  tbe  elec- 
tive franchise!  Has  the  currency  of  the  country  been 
totally  deranged,  and  i«  there  dawer  of  a  uniTeraal  craA 
in  trade  and  finance?  We  are  told  that  the  Prendent^ 
golden  experiment  must  be  fully  tested  to  our  hearts' 
content,  and  tbat  tbe  people  have  sanctioned  the  "  in- 
verted pyramid"  of  local  bank  paper  rags,  which  threat- 
ens to  totter  over  our  heads!  Has  "  the  fine  theory  of 
a  republic  iusenaibly  vanished,  and  made  way  for  the 
more  natural  and  subsUnlial  feelings  of  a  monarchy?" 
We  are  told  that  tbe  President  may  be  a  king  by  the 
will  of  the  people,  and  Uiat  the  people  have  already 
consented  to  tbe  ditnge!  Rat  the  President  been 
freed  from  the  restraint  of  civil  laws,  can  he  command 
by  his  arbitrary  will  the  livea  and  fortunes  of  hia  subjects, 
and,"  finally,  "has  he  disposed  of  tbe  empire,  as  of  his 
private  patrimony,"  by  nominatingand  electing  his  tucces- 
Bor?  We  are  told  that  the  President  was  entitled  to  his 
right  of  election  as  well  as  other  men,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple have  sanctioned  and  submitted  to  his  dictation! 

Sir,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.    Let  no  one  infer 
that  1  am  indulging  in  any  tirade  against  the  President, 
or  thst  I  am  venting  any  spleen  whatever.    No,  sirj  no. 
Far,  far  be  it  from  me  now,  now  when  it  is  too  late,  if 
ever  it  was  right  and  proper,  to  indulge  In  stronger  invec- 
tive against  a  Chief  Magistrate  than  truth  and  patriotism 
required.    He  of  whom  I  speak  is,  I  deeply  regret,  now 
lying  on  the  couch  of  human  lufiering,  the  last,  I  fear, 
from  what  I  am  told,  of  his  sufferings  in  this  world  of 
sorrow.    I  too  have  served  him  with  more  than  half  the 
:  zeal  I  ever  itntd  a  more  omnipotent  master.    He  will, 
if  be  lives,  soon  retire  from  the  palace  of  power,  and 
resign  all  the  pomp  and  circumitanCe  of  aUte  and  sta- 
tion into  other  banda,  which  are  to  reign  aAer  him. 
God  grant,  sir,  that  his  retirement  may  be  that  peaceful 
and  calm  and  blessed  retirement  from  the  barasaisg  cares 
of  oflice,  which  belongs  to  wisdom,  rirtue,  and  the  con- 
sdousnesa  of  being  a  public  benefikctor— snch  ma  was 
illustrated  in  the  examples  of  a  Washington  and  a  Madi- 
son.  My  prayer  fervently  is,  that  he  may  yet  live  long 
at  his  beloved  Hermitage,  in  tbe  holy  retreat  of  b«  own 
private  sanctuary,  and  spend  the  decline  of  bis  days  in 
solemn  reflections  upon  the  scenes  and  evenU  of  a  long 
life,  most  actively  spent  in  deeds  big  with  the  fcte  of  a 
country  he  has  defended,  and  of  its  institutions  "  hallow- 
ed by  tbe  wiadom  of  sages,  and  consecrated  by  the  blood 
of  heroes."    May  be  live  long  to  witness  tbe  effecU  of 
his  errors,  if  errors  he  has  committed,  to  acknowledge 
and  repent  of  themi  and  in  like  manner  to  enjoy  the 
bleaainga  of  his  administration,  if  of  any  blessings  it  lias 
been  fruitful.    No,  sirj  my  meaning  is  not  now  to  con- 
demn the  President,  but  to  defend  the  people.    This  is 
the  sole  object  of  the  questions  1  have  put.   I  do  not 
mean  to  accuse  the  President  of  all  these  enormities 
against  civil  liberty,  of  which  1  have  asked— is  be  guil- 
ty?  Nor  do  1  admit,  if  be  Is  guilty  of  them,  tbat  the 
people  have  sanctioned  all  or  any  which  I  have  enumer- 
ated.   But,  sir,  I  merely  state  the  fact,  that  the  psrty 
who  claim  to  hold  him  in  keeping,  and  to  hold  on  to  his 
power  af\er  him,  claim  and  tell  us  that  the  people  have 
yielded  every  thing  worth  preserving,  and  have  saocliofi- 
ed  all  these  enormities,  and  more,  and  worae.  What 
their  object  may  be  in  udmitting  these  eDcroschments 
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and  ID  ehimiof  that  the  people  bave  finctioned  and  ip- 
prored  lliem,  1  know  not,  unless  Ihry  mean  herearter, 
to  rely  upon  most  "unsafe  precedenu!"  The  fact  is 
aUnningly  so,  that  these  clairos  sre  now  set  up,  ^oing^  so 
far  as  to  asperse  the  people  whom  they  sfTect  so  much 
to  reverence  with  apptovingand  sanclioning  proscription, 
corruption,  arbttfiry  power,  the  destruction  of  the 
cheeks  and  bahinees  of  the  GoTernment,  profligate  ex- 
travaganee  in  its  administration,  executive  dictation,  roy- 
alty itself,  and  a  cauciM  auccetslon  in  an  elective  monar* 
chy  ?  In  advance,  I  warn  tbem  that  1  now  deny  the  bet 
that  the  people  have  sanctioned  or  approved  or  any  such 
unpardonable  sins  againat  them  or  their  unly  bulwarka  of 
safely.  If  (hit  people  have  yielded  already  what  "the 
party"  claim,  they  would  have  yielded  all  for  which  tbeir 
fathers  fuughti  and  those  fathers  would  rise,  if  the  mif;hly 
dead  could  rise,  from  their  very  gravea  to  reproach  their 
debased  dweneracy,  and  their  cruel  injustice  alike  to 
them  and  all  posterity. 

[  have  done  no  wrong  to  Jackson,  then,  as  all  candid 
minds  will  bear  me  wilneaai  I  have  given  him  credit  for 
"  every  captive  he  has  brought  to  Rome.**  At  the  same 
time.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  he  has  not  committed  many 
grievous  errors.  For  many  of  them  I  can  well  accoun', 
though  1  cannot  pardon.  We  are  taught  ui  history  that 
"  suspioious  princes  often  promote  the  last  of  mankind, 
from  a  vain  persuasion  that  those  who  have  no  depend- 
ence, except  on  their  favor,  will  have  no  altachment, 
except  to  the  penon  of  their  benefactor."  Thus  were 
the  Perenniseaand  Cleandera  prompted  by  a  Comroodust 
and  Eucb  ministers  were  well  qualified  to  drive  from  the 
esteem  of  such  »  prince  the  "faithful  counsellors  to 
whom  a  Marcus  had  reoommended  his  son."  The  one 
*'  a  servile  and  ambitiotis  minister,  who  had  obtained  his 
post  by  the  murder  of  his  predecessor,  but  who  pmseis* 
ed  a  conuderable  share  of  vigor  and  abilityt"  (be  oOier 
"  was  a  Phrygian  by  birth,  of  a  nation  over  whose  stub- 
born  but  servile  temper  blows  only  could  prevail.  He 
bad  been  sent  from  his  native  country  to  Rome  in  the 
capacity  of  a  slave.  As  a  slave  he  entered  (he  imperial 
palace,  rendered  himself  useful  lo  his  master's  passions, 
and  rapidly  ascended  to  (be  most  exalted  station  which  a 
subject  could  enjoy.  His  influence  over  the  mind  of 
C«ramodu8  was  much  greater  tlian  that  of  bis  predeces- 
sor. Avarice  was  the  reigning  passion  of  his  soul,  and 
the  great  principle  of  his  administration.  The  rank  of 
consul,  of  patrician,  of  senator,  was  exposed  to  public 
sale.  In  the  lucrative  provincial  employments  the  min- 
ister shared  with  the  governor  the  spoils  of  the  people. 
The  execution  of  the  hwa  was  venal  and  arbitrary." 

Is  It  astonishing  that,  with  ministers  like  those  of  Cum- 
modus,  tempted  as  (lity  were  by  the  public  money  in 
deposite.  and  by  the  vast  public  domain  of  this  nation, 
stretching  over  rivers  and  lakes,  and  prairies  of  un- 
bounded extent  and  inexhaustible  fertility,  Jackson  was 
duped,  and  the  public  deposites  were  removed  within 
reach  of  Perennis  and  Cleander/  Again,  sir,  an  incident 
in  the  history  of  this  same  Bmpcror,  nry  similar  to  the 
one  in  the  history  of  our  own  President,  accounts  for  his 
hostility  to  the  Roman  Senate:  "One  evening,  ai  the 
Emperor  was  returning  to  the  palace  through  a  dark 
and  narrow  portico  in'  tlie  amphitheatre,  an  asaassin, 
who  waited  bia  passage,  rushed  upon  him  with  a  drawn 
aword.  loudly  exchuming,  *  The  senate  sends  you  this.* 
The  conspiracy  was  proved  to  have  been  formed  not  in 
the  Senate,  but  within  the  walla  of  the  palace."  But 
**  the  words  of  the  aasassin  sunk  deep  into  the  mind  of 
Commodus,  and  left  an  indelible  impression  of  fear  and 
hatred  against  the  whole  body  of  the  Senate.  The  De- 
lators, a  race  of  men  discouraged,  and  almost  extinguish- 
ed under  the  former  reigns,  again  became  formidable  as 
soon  as  they  discovered  tliat  the  Emperor  was  d,esirou4 
vf  finding  dtuffection  and  treason  in  the  Senate.''    Sir,  i 


we  all  know  that  in  the  snapping  of  a  percussion  cap 
the  President  heard  distinctly  the  wordp,  "  The  Senate 
sends  you  this" — that  that  detestable  race  of  men  called 
Delators  were  ready  to  iwesr  that  the  conspiracy  was 
formed  in  the  Senatet  and,  if  there  was  not  a  better  rea- 
son, perhaps  to  the  act  of  a  madman  now  confined  in 
prison  might  be  ascribed  the  President'^  past  hostility  to 
the  Senate.  But  there  is  a  better  reason.  "  By  declar- 
ing  themselves  the  protectors  of  the  people.  Marios  and 
Csesar  subverted  the  eonatitution  of  their  country.*' 
And.  perhaps,  in  the  histories  of  Uarius  and  Cxiar.  our 
modern  Oleanders  learned  that  an  "humble  and  dis< 
srmed"  Senate  is  always  **  found  a  tractable  and  useful 
instrument  of  dominion.'* 

In  a  certain  event,  if  theelection  of  President  had  fill- 
ed in  thia  House,  an  *'  bumbled  and  disarmed  Senate" 
might  have  been  found — a  "  tracUble  and  useful  instru- 
ment." indeed,  to  elect  an  Elagabalus.  under  whom 
another  Hierocles  might  have  enjoyed  the  honor  of  being 
"  empress,  husband]"  and  under  whom  "  a  dancer  might 
have  been  made  pricfect  of  the  city,  acharioteer  przfect 
of  the  watch,  a  barber  pr«rect  of  the  proviaions,"  and 
all  "recommended  as  fit  oflicers — enormilale  membro- 
rum.'"  Sir,  I  might  enumerate  numberless  such  excuses 
for  numberless  such  errors  of  the  Pretident,  or  rather  of 
the  President's  ministers.  Butenoughhasbeensaidjandl 
mean  not  to  condemn  or  accnse  him,  I  repeat,  but  to  de- 
fend the  people  whom  "  the  pBrty"accuse  and  condemn. 

If  it  be  true,  as  we  are  told,  and  I  do  not  say  it  ii  not 
true,  that  the  President  has  made  and  unmade  men  in 
office,  has  proscribed  the  faithful,  has  corrupted  the 
pure,  has  humbled  and  disarmed  the  Senate,  has  made 
the  House  of  Representstives  servile  and  dependent,  has 
seized  snd  squandered  the  public  money,  has  deranged 
the  currency  and  endangered  every  man's  eatate,  nas 
controlled  elections,  has  assumed  royal  pren^tives. 
made  himself  a  king  and  a  king  his  siiccesBorj  and  If  it 
be  also  true,  which  I  utterly  deny,  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  all  thia  exercise  of  absolute  power,  t  ask  gen- 
tlemen of  all  parties,  those  even  who  claim  to  be  the  ex- 
clusive keepers  of  the  king'a  conscience,  if  this  docs  not 
prove  one  virtue — the  virtue  of  constancy,  at  least,  in 
the  people?  Have  (bey  not  ^en  constant  and  confiding 
beyond  measure  in  their  attachment  to  himf  Has  their 
fault  not  beet)  in  too  much  confidence  and  constancy? 

If  what  they  say  be  true,  and  it  is  a  main  argument 
with  them,  that  "the  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of 
God)"  that  whatever  Jackson  has  done  they  have  sanc^ 
tionedi  that  he  spake,  and  they  willed  itt  that  he  vetoed, 
and  they  voted  with  him;  (hat  he  dictated,  and  they 
obeyedf  is  this  not  proof  positive  that  their  affections 
and  their  voices  have  ever  sustained,  have  ever  anima- 
ted, have  ever  indulged,  have  ever  justified  and  excused 
him.'  Such  unexampled  confidence,  such  unexampled 
constancy,  such  unexampled  attachment  snd  sfTection, 
were  never  witneased  before  in  any  people  towards  any 
ruler;  and  I  put  it  to  the  candor  and  sense  of  juatioe  of 
all  men  to  say.  whether  what  the  people  have  yielded  to 
their  favorite  has  not  been  more,  trebly  more,  than  re- 
ward enough  for  all  bis  services  and  sacrifices,  however 
great?  Admitting  the  debt  of  (heir  gratitude  to  him  to 
have  been  ever  so  great,  I  ask  if  the  debt  has  not  been 
more  than  paid?  Whether  the  President  does  not  now 
owe  more  than  he  can  ever  pay  to  a  generous  people, 
who  have  confidingly,  lo  a  criminal  degree,  intrusted 
him  with  their  all — tbeir  honors,  their  rights,  tbeir  liber- 
lies,  their  sovereign  power?  Sir,  what  can  one  aged 
man.  fast  hurrying  (o  the  grave,  pay  to  a  people  in  con- 
sideration of  what  all  the  treaaures  of  earth,  and  all  the 
blood  of  them  and  their  children,  may  not  buy?  Noth- 
ing! Nothing!  Yes,  yes,  there  is  one  boon,  one  sacred 
legacy,  of  ineatimable  value,  which,  in  parting  from 
them  and  the  world,  he  might  bave^lefl  them.  He  might 
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have  l«rt  Ihcm  the  legacy  of  a  pHtriui'a  kdvice.  He 
migSt  have  \eft  them  the  (ruth,  iind  tolemiily  imprinted 
it  upon  their  minds  and  memorie*  forerer,  that  "  they 
hail  trusted  him  tno  much,"  and  his  advice  lo  tliem, 
'*  never,  never  in  their  hi&tory,  to  trust  another  man  as 
they  had  trusted  him,"  and  he  mi^ht  have  returned  to 
them  Iheir  tru^I,  and  have  restored  them  to  their  senses. 
This,  and  this  only,  would  have  repaid  them.  It  wiiuld 
have  restored  to  lliem  what  hai  been  taken  from  them, 
which  alone  can  compensite  Tor  itselF. 

The  last  message  of  such  a  President  to  such  a  people 
should  have  been  the  "  farewell"  of  a  father  to  hi«  chil- 
dren. It  shoidd  have  been  deep  in  wisdom,  profound  in 
its  philosophy,  hallowed  in  its  lessons  of  virtue,  calm  in 
its  tone  and  temper  of  reason,  eloquent  In  its  appeals, 
sublime  in  its  moral,  and  passionate  only  in  its  fervent 
afTection,  Itahould  liave  been  the  legacy  of  Augustus 
to  hii  suceesiors,  the  *■  fareweH"  address  of  Wuhington 
to  his  countrymen! 

But  this  is  the  last  annual  message  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son! I  would,  for  him  and'his  country,  that  it  was  any 
thing  but  what  tt  is.  And  why  is  it  what  it  \s}  Gentle- 
men will  pardon  me — 1  mean  nothing  disrespectful  to  the 
President — when  I  say  ihey  know  it  is  due  to  candor  and 
truth  to  say — it  Is  what  it  in,  because  it  is  not  the  message 
■t  all  of  Andrew  Jackson !  They  know  that,  immediate- 
ly upon  the  adjournment  or  the  last  session  of  Congreu, 
the  President  and  his  prime  ministers  were  dispersed 
from  their  duties  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  from 
the  cares  of  public  busines",  on  their  respective  missions 
to  the  States  of  this  Union.  He  of  State  bore  despatches 
to  Georgia,  and  "  the  Old  Chief  himselP'  was  lugged 
along  through  Western  Virginia,  over 

<■  Ruls  and  ridgea, 

Madeof  pUnks 
In  open  nutkB," 

to  Tennessee  and  Alabama.  It  is  a  pity,  sir,  that  more 
of  the  people  had  not  witnessed  the  cxpculive  election- 
eering touri  fur  then,  perhaps,  more  of  the  Slates  would 
have  followed  the  example  of  Georgia  and  1'eiinessee, 
neither  of  which  could  be  seduced  or  Intimidated  into 
the  wpport  of  <*the  man" — i  Tennessee  toaat  said, 
••the  dog"— as  well  is  <<<4lie  master."  lam  told  that 
they  earned  him  about  like  a  lion  for  show,  and  made 
bim  roar  like  a  lion.  They  had  catechisms  prepared  for 
liim,  and  the  negotiations  of  the  mission  were  conducted 
ty  preconcerted  questiuns  and  answers.  A  crowd  would 
collect— on  the  highway  or  in  the  bar-rooms,  no  matter 
which— and  some  *'viUBge  politician"  of  "the  party" 
would  Inquire—"  What  thmk  you.  General,  of  such  a 
wmnl"  In  a  It.ud  tonr,  much  too  stentorian  for  those 
lungs  which  are  now  lacerated,  the  answer  rung — **  He 
is  a  traitor,  sir."  "There,  there!"  repeated  the  dema- 
gogues to  the  crowd— "did  you  not  hear  thatT'  "What 
think  you  of  another,  General?"  "  He  is  a  liar,  sir!" 
"  What  of  another?"  "  He  is  a  bisck  cockade  federal- 
ist!" Of  another?  "He  made  a  speech  for  which  he 
paid  some  stent^raphcr  five  dollars!"  And  another 
was—"  Ofno  account — no  sceeunt,  sir,  and  ought  to  be 
sent  home  to  have  his  place  supplied  by  a  more  efficient 
mtn\"  and  another  was — "Upon  the  fence,  sir — upon 
the  fence!"  "But,  General,  what  think  yoii  o^ — Mr. 
(the  first  lime  Reuben  was  ever  called  mister!)  Reuben 
M.  Whitney?"  "There  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint 
•gainst  Mr.  Whitney,  sir)  he  is  as  true  a  patriot  as  ever 
Was;  they  are  all  liars  who  acruse  him  of  aught  wrong, 
and  the  official  documents  prove  them  to  be  so!"  All 
the  wliile  these  responses  were  repeated  by  the  deacons 
of  the  service,  and  the  people  were  called  to  give  heed 
to  them.  Those  who  saw  the  farce  and  the  frauds  did 
beed  them,  air— did  heed  them. 
My  friend  [Hr.  Psttoh]  told  them  that  thry  would 


kill  him;  that  there  was  too  much  travel  and  fat'uuei  too 
much  standing  and  talking;  too  much  bustle  ana  excite, 
ment  for  a  weak  and  infirm  old  man  tu  bear. '  But  itill 
they  showed  him  about,  in  the  heat  of  sumtner,  and  Mill 
they  made  him  roar,  until  he  frightened  the  people,  *bo 
at  last  began  to  apprehend  be  was  a  lion  come  to  derour 
their  freedom  oF  elections,  and  all  else  they  valued  u 
dear.    Defeated  in  his  mission,  he  at  length  became  dis- 
gutted  himself,  chagrined,  and  mortified.   He  returned 
to  Washington  through  Ohio,  and,  by  the  Guyaadotte 
route,  through  Yirginto  again,  and  has  been  ^k  and 
disabled  ever  since.  The  loss  of  Tennessee,  particiihr^ 
the  Hermitage,  excited  bim  still  more,  and  this  reoevtd 
excitement  may  have  caused  that  hemorrhage  at  ttw 
lungs  which  has  been  pouring  out  the  current  of  his  life. 
At  no  moment  since  his  return  has  he  been  able  ta  viile 
or  dictate  a  message.   There  lie  has  been  lying,  si  it 
were,  a  dead  lion,  who  could  not  even  *'  shake  the  detr 
drop  from  his  mane,"  and  hit  couch  of  infirmity  hu  been 
haunted  by  the  Perennises  and  Cleandersof  his  pihce 
as  by  vampyres.    In  their  hands  has  he  falleniaiiditii 
because  this  "  last  annual  message"  comes  to  us  and  the 
country  reeking  with  the  fumea  of  the  kitchen  cabioct 
that  it  is  what  it  is! 

What  is  it  ?   The  worst  as  well  as  the  last  annust  mes. 
ngc  which  Andrew  Jackson  even  ever  wrote — I  bid 
like  to  have  said,  ever  sent  to  both  Houses  of  Congrea 
Its  vanity  and  egotism— its  profane  hypocrisy  andsokmn 
mockery  of  the  good  man's  supplications  to  the  SupreiM 
Ruler  or  the  Universe— its  sophistical  nonsense,  slw*iH 
its  duplicity  to  a  foreign  Power,  and  concealing  itartu 
policy  from  ouraelvcs — its  low,  ad  eaptandum  argumenti, 
addreased  to  all  the  prejudicea  of  ignorance  and  pasaon, 
to  justify  the  most  shameless  attacks  upon  the  curreKy 
for  the  vile  purposes  of  licensed  depredators  on  the 
public  Isnds—lta  glaring  falsehoods  as  lo  the  most  im- 
portant facts  of  trade,  currency,  banks  of  depositr,  tnd 
finance — its  electioneering,  continually  harping  upon  in 
institution  dead  in  fact,  and  thrice  wounded  since  desd- 
its  afi>repealed  homily  against  one  good  bank,  and  ill 
unblushing  recommendation,  in  the  same  breaih,  of 
nearl^r  half  one  hundred  bad  and  irresponsible  banks- 
its  disingenuous  attempts  to  reconcile  glaring  iaconai- 
tencies  of  the  President  on  the  deposite  and  distribiKiis 
measures — its  pitiful  apologies  for  the  disgrace  of  off 
arms  by  Oceola — its  bold  recommendation  m  an  increise 
of  the  standing  army — its  unjust  attempt  to  cast  censure, 
due  to  the  errors  and  blunders  of  the  admintstrsiionil- 
self,  upon  the  shoulders  of  an  innocent  Slate  officer, 
and  then  calling  fur  an  appropriation  to  repair  tbete 
same  errors,  which  it  says  are  not  tlioae  of  this  Gorm* 
menl— its  false  claim  ol  a  national  policy,  founded  in 
humsnity  towards  the  Indians — its  reiterated  Jesiiiiicsl 
recommendation  of  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  u 
to  the  election  of  President,  which  was  never  meant  to 
be  carried  into  eflifct  by  "the  parly,"  or  to  be  my 
thing  more  than  a  topic  with  which  lo  prejudice  ite 
people'a  minds  against  an  election  by  the  House— ilt 
impudent  boast  of  the  Intelligence  and  patriotism  of  il* 
successor,   whom  executive  patronage  and  didit'ion 
have  succeeded  in  electing — its  shallow  political  ccntw- 
my— its  demagoguism — its  arts  of  vile  deception  ind 
hunibufrgery — its  rankling  venom  of  party  spirit— lit 
miserable  rhetoric,  sinking  below  criticism — its  groTtl- 
ling  moral  sentiment — its  total  vant  of  all  sage  counMl 
or  advice,  and  of  all  pathos  and  feeling — are  all  equilW 
only  by  its  false  certificate  in  chief  to     the  prosperou* 
condition  of  all  the  various  executive  deparimcoti,''te 
*Hhe  ability  and  inlegriij"  with  which  they  have  be" 
conducted,  and  to  tlie  tsct  of  the  Preaidenl's  befirf 
"that  theie  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  from  any  q""' 
ter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  tbc(^ 
jecis  of  their  creation!" 
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Now,  sir,  compUinta  have  been  loudly  m»de  from 
varioua  quarters,  in  litis  House  »nd  by  the  preK,  by  re- 
ponsible  penonsi  M  to  the  condition  of  most  of  the  ex- 
ecnlive  depBrtments,  and  ai  to  the  want  of  ability  and 
inte^ily  with  which  tbey  have  been  conductedt  and  in- 
Testijrttionfl  by  ua  of  the  truth  or  faliehood,  .justice  or 
injustice,  of  these  complaints,  have  heretofore  been 
dog;gredIy  and  repeatedly  refused.    *'  The  parljf"  were 
content  with  the  mere  affirmation  by  the  President  to 
tbe  crowd  of  their  innocence  and  purity,  when  he  knew 
no  more  about  their  guilt  than  he  knew  of  the  facts  of  a 
certain  event  in  this  Capitol  last  winter,  of  which  you 
and  [|  'Ur.  Chairfflan,  knew      and  more  than  we  want- 
ed to  knowt  about  which,  ifthe  Tennessee  papers  are  to 
be  believed,  the  President  has  sfiven  another  certificate, 
though  he  was  more  than  a  mile  off,  and  there  were  at 
leait  seven  fathoms  of  bricks  and  mortar  and  atone  be- 
tween him  and  the  place  of  the  occurrence.    They  have 
made  htm  a  witness  in  both  cases,  where  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  be  a  witness)  and  in  giving  his  testimony 
he  bu  been  compelled  to  resort  to  his  "  imagination  for 
bit  facts."   I  cared  nothing  about  the  certificates  of  the 
President,  so  long  as  they  abided  in  the  ephemeral  form 
of  heated  partisan  declarations  along  the  public  roads, 
or  so4ong  as  they  were  read  from  the  stump  merely,  a 
thousand  miles  oif.    But,  sir,  this  "certificate  in  chieP' 
is  no  longer  a  mere  tavern  xpK  dixit  on  the  highway, 
but  it  is  to  be  filed  in  the  archives  of  this  Government, 
M  a  part  knd  parcel  of  tbe  **  lait  annual  mesnffe**  of  the 
Greatest  and  Best!  Perennis  and  Cleander  have  certi- 
fied to  their  own  good  behaviour,  innocence,  and  purity, 
have inewporated  their  certificate  in  the  "last  annual 
message,"  and  have  affixed  to  it  the  official  sign  manual 
of  Andrew  Jackson! 

is  this  certificate  true?  I  put  it  to  gentlemen  if  it  be 
not  true,  whether  injustice  has  not  been  done  to  Andrew 
Jackson,  to  those  who  have  uttered  just  complaints,  and 
to  the  public  lervice,  by  this  audacious  forged  aelf-ac- 
quittaU 

la  it  (rue  or  false,  that  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments have  been  conducted  with  ability  and  integrity, 
and  that  they  are  in  a  prosperous  condition^  That  is 
the  issue.  How  is  it  to  be  tried?  Will  gentlemen  tell 
me  that  the  President  has  tried  the  issue  alreadv,  and 
that  they  are  content  with  his  certifleate  in  formf  Sir,  I 
begin  this  session  as  I  ended  the  last  session,  by  asking 
the  opportunity  and  power,  and  by  claiming  ttie  right  of 
an  investigation  by  a  committee,  an  efficient,  able,  and 
fair  committee,  with  full  powers  to  eviscerate  the  truth. 
I'lietru'h  is  ^1  I  desire.  I  make  no  accusations,  no 
compUinIs,  except  of  the  denial  of  investigation. 

If  all  have  been  conducted  with  ability  and  integrity, 
the  departments  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  investi^tion 
may  do  great  good.  Ifit  does  not  find  and  expose  past 
fraud  and  corruption,  it  mny  prevent  much  evil  bere- 
aRer.  by  the  fear  of  scrutiny.  I  do  sincerely,  from  the 
beat  of  motives,  earnestly  desire  to  see  the  doors  of  the 
Treaaury  Department,  of  the  Und  offices,  of  tbe  Indian 
bureau,  and  of  other  departments  and  offices,  thrown 
open  to  full  and  fair  investigation.  We  then  can  have 
the  facts,  of  which  to  judge  for  ourselves,  and  on  which 
to  m»ke  up  our  own  verdict.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  grand 
inquest  to  find  or  ignore  a  bill  for  itself,  and  of  the  vtnire 
to  try  the  issue  and  find  a  verdict  for  itself.  No  judge, 
much  more  no  party,  shall  find  a  bill,  true  or  fnUe,  or 
render  a  verdict  for  them.  Cleanse  the  Augean  stables, 
aay  I;  and  I  say  more.  The  Numidian  king,  when  he 
was  f»rried  a  captive  to  Rome,  and  saw  the  corruptions 
of  her  citizens,  returned  from  the  city  with  contempt, 
and  said,  '■  Give  me  wealth,  and  I  will  buy  op  the  whole 
republic."  Fanny  Wright,  1  believe,  uttered  a  truth, 
that  whenever  you  see  two  men  talking  together,  there 
are  ten  obaneei  to  one  they  are  talking  on  one  of  three 


subjects — "trade,  politics,  or  reliRirtn."  The  three 
subjects  have,  since  she  wrote  the  remark,  entirely  amal- 
gamated into  two.  Trade  and  politics  have  now  be- 
come one.  Some  of  the  prieats,  1  am  told,  are  offering 
to  join  the  union,  and  mammon  is  the  god  of  this  day's 
worship.    Trade,  air,  trade  swallows  up  every  thing! 

Tell  me  not  this  is  the  short  session.  Investigstion 
was  refused  last  winter,  when  the  session  was  long.  [ 
know,  sir,  that  this  is  an  inauspicious  period,  perhaps, 
to  expect  gentlemen  to  look  back  at  the  past,  or  to 
pause  a  moment  on  the  present.  I  know  thst  every  eye 
is  turned,  and  every  mind  of  gentlemen  is  bent  towards 
the  future.  "  Cftmmg  events,  which  east  their  shadowi 
before,**  are  much  more  dazzling  to  their  hopea  and 
fancies  than  painful  troths  of  the  past  or  the  present  are 
to  their  memories  or  their  wills.  Tbey  know,  sir,  that 
some  of  the  swarm  of  •*  comervatives"  which  are  now 
fat  and  full  of  the  blood  of  the  Treasury,  must  be  driven 
off  for  some  of  the  lank  and  hungry  "  locofoco**  files, 
who  are  voraciously  eager  to  light  upon  this  poor  body 
politic  of  ours.  Alt  things  may  not  become  new,  but 
there  must  be  some  changest  and  for  every  change  there 
will  be  a  chance  fiir  some  impatient  expectant.  I  know 
that  General  Jackson  has  been  made  to  say,  in  this  •*  last 
annual  message,"  "  He  that  comcth  after  me  is  mightier 
than  I("  but  he  has  not  been  made  to  add — "  Whose 
fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he  will  thoroughly  purge  his 
floor."  Sir,  lest  he  may  not  purge  his  floor,  1  wislt  it  to 
be  swept  clean  for  Vim  before  he  comes  in,  so  that  Jack- 
son may  not  be  blamed  after  he  is  gone. 

Certain  it  is  I  cannot  anticipatei  time  must  develop 
tbe  course  ami  the  policy  of  the  coming  administntion. 
And  let  no  one  accuse  me  of  commencing  an  attack 
upon  it  in  advance.  No^  air*  so  far  from  it,  though  [ 
hold  Mr.  Van  Buren  responsible  for  most  mischief  that 
has  been  done,  and  most  that  is  now  doing;  though  he 
has  been  the  caucus  cindidale  for  the  presidency,  and 
was  the  nominated  successor;  though  be  is  eleoted  by 
executive  patronage,  corruption,  and  dictation;  thougli 
he  succeeds  at  the  expense  of  the  elective  franchise  t 
though  he  is  a  minority  President,  and  has  promised  to 
follow  generally  in  the  footsteps  of  this  kitchen-cabinet 
administration:  yet,  if  hejbravely  dares  to  falsify  that 
promise,  "more  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  ob- 
servance," if  he  will  kickaway  the  base  ladders  by  which 
he  has  climbed  to  tbe  height  of  his  ambition,  if  he  will 
now  leave  Falslaff  where  be  found  him,  and  array  around 
him  tbe  wisdom.  Intelligence,  and  virtue  of  the  country, 
and  base  his  administration  on  a  sound,  elevated,  and 
enlightened  policy,  free  from  corruption,  and  purely 
patriotic,  unconlaminaled  by  party,  I  will  pledge  my 
humble  support  to  his  measures,  though  1  never  can 
support  the  man,  or  pardon  the- past  examples  he  has 
set.  And  why  cannot  t  support  the  man  whilst  1  ap- 
prove  his  measures?  For  the  very  reason  that  he  has 
not  *'  entered  in  at  the  straight  gate."  I  shall  always  es- 
chew the  example  which  has  been  set  in  1836,  as  I  did 
that  of  1825,  in  tbe  election  of  President  of  these  Uni- 
ted States.  The  one  example  has  been  rebuked  with  a 
vengeance — the  other  will  not  be  forgiven  by  me. 

Sir,  in  this  contest,  one  great  battle  only  has  been 
fought  between  power  and  the  people.  The  result  is 
known.  Tbe  conflidt  was  not  decisive,  and  must,  as  long 
as  there  is  an  honest  heart  to  hope  for  freedom--sball  go 
on  until  constitutional  liberty,  law,  the  independence  of 
the  people  and  their  representatives,  honesty,  truth,  and 
justice,  are  triumphant,  or  all  are  fettered  in  a  despot's 
chains!  Defeated,  but  nut  conquered;  checked  by  the 
prxlorian  bands  of  patronage,  but  not  arrested  io  their 
onward  march,  the  patriot  anny  is  not  discouraged  or 
dismayedt  smitten,  but  not  struck  down;  the  flsg  of  tbe 
country  is  still  flying!  Defeat  may  drive  some,  the  cra- 
ven or  the  eormDrant  of  spoils,  from  the  atandud  of  tlw 
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true  and  the  brave;  but  to  the  firm  and  proud  ipiritB  of 
the  patriot  band  I  would  aay,  *' Who  Bhall  sepurate  ui 
from  the  love  or  coUDtry?"  Shall  defeat?  Another  nich 
defeat  will  be  a  glorious  victory!  In  thia  "  we  are  more 
than  conquerors,"  for  I  am  penuadcd  that  neither  of- 
fice) nor  bribe,  nor  principtUtiea,  nor  powen,  nor 
thinga  pretent,  nor  things  to  come,  ihall  be  able  to  sep- 
arate us  from  the  love  of  oar  country,  iu  lawi^  and  ita 
libertieil  God  only  knowi  In  whoie  name  tbii  victory 
ahall  be  achicvedf  it  mattera  nott  but  this  I  know,  be  be 
who  he  may,  hii  cauae  will  be  conaecrated  by  the  toils, 
the  prayen^  the  lacrifieei^  and  the  hopea,  of  the  unsub- 
dued and  untenified  freeman.  No,  ntfi  let  no  jnan  de- 
apair  of  the  republic.  The  fight  is  not  yet  ended.  The 
people  are  not  yet  vanquiahed.  Their  hoita  are  with- 
drawn only  for  the  moment,  to  recruit  their  force*  and 
to  repair  iheir-broken  weapona.  The  weapona  of  our 
warfare  are  the  weapons  of  truth.  It  shall  be  my  duty 
to  assist  in  pointing  anew  its  apears  and  its  lances. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  was  then  taken  with- 
out further  dirbair,  and  carriedt  Ayea  86,  nort  78. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARPER,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  resolutions  to  the  House. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EVBRBTT,  the  same  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

WnaiaoAr.DxHMBis  14. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LOYALL,  the  House  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  reaolutions  reported  yesterday 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  referring  the  various  portions  of  the  President's 
message  to  the  appropriate  eommitteeai  which  reaolu- 
tions are  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  Retobied,  That  h  mtieh  of  the  Preiident's  message 
as  relates  to  the  political  relations  of  the  United  States 
wlUi  foreign  nations  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

3.  Retolved,  That  ao  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  foreign 
nations  and  their  dependencies  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

3.  Retohed,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
latetto  the  finances  and  everything  connected  there- 
with, the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  money  and  every 
thing  connected  (herewith,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  including  tlie  stock  in  that  institution,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  meaaage  as  re- 
lates to  the  public  lands,  and  all  things  connected  there- 
with, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

5.  Retolvedt  That  ao  much  of  aaid  message  as  relatea 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  tbe  public 
interests  mtrusted  to  tbe  War  Denartmeni,  except  so 
much  thereof  as  relates  to  Indian  affairs,  be  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Military  AA'aira. 

6.  Raolvedf  That  so  much  of  the  said  messsge  as  re- 
lates to  the  militia  of  the  United  States  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

7.  Raohed,  That  so  much  of  the  said  meatage  as  re- 
lates to  thelndian  tribes,  except  what  relates  to  the  taking 
the  properly  of  individuals  fur  pubhc  use,  and  the  relief 
of  sufferers  by  Indian  depredations,  or  by  the  operations 
of  our  own  troops  in  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Georgia,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  AflTaira. 

8.  Raohed,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  taking  the  property  of  individuab  fur  public 
use,  and  the  relief  of  sufferen  by  Indian  depredations, 
or  by  the  operations  of  our  own  troops  in  Florids,  Ala- 
bama, and  Georgia,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
"■•ima. 


9.  Retohed,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
latea to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the 
public  interests  intrusted  to  the  Navy  Department,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affair*. 

10.  Retolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  mesa^  u  re- 
latea to  the  report  of  tbe  Postmaater  Geneml,  tbe  cm- 
dition  and  operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and 
every  thing  connected  therewith,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poat  Roada. 

1 1 .  ReMolved,  That  so  much  of  tbe  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  "  survey  of  the  coast,  and  the  manufacture 
of  a  standard  of  weights  and  measures*'  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

13.  SevUved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  menage  u  re- 
latea to  amending  the  constitution  of  the  Ututed  BUte%  to- 
gether with  all  proportions  and  resolutions  submitted  at 
the  last  and  present  sesnons  of  Congress,  proposing 
amendments  to  the  constituiion,  be  referred  to  a  sdect 
committee,  to  be  composed  of  nine  membera. 

13.  Reeohed,  That  so  much  of  the  said  meaaage  as  re- 
lates "  to  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  laws  of  the  D'la- 
ttict  of  Cohimb'ia,**  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columb'is. 

14.  Seiohxd,  That  so  much  uf  the  President's  mesnge 
as  relates  to  such  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers  **  u 

'  presented  themselves  at  tbe  place  of  rendezvous  in  Ten- 
nessee," and  were  not  mustered  into  service,  bat  rrjeet- 
ed,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

15.  Reiokedt  Thatso  much  of  the  President'ameasage 
as  relatea  to  the  "condition  of  the  varioua  executive 
departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  tbey 
have  been  conducted,  the  vigihnt  ara  hitbful  disebarge 
of  the  public  business  in  all  of  them,  and  tbe  causes  of 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which 
they  have'fulfilkd  the  objects  of  their  creation."  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine  members, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  with  in- 
atructiona  to  inquire  into  tbe  condition  of  tbe  various 
executive  department^  the  ability  and  integrity  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  into  tbe  manner  in 
which  the  public  busineas  has  been  discharged  in  all 
of  Ihem,  and  into  all  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quar- 
ter, at  the  manner  in  which  said  departments,  or  tbeir 
bureaus  or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of 
every  description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  con- 
nected with  Ihem  in  any  manner,  officially  or  uoofficially, 
in  duties  pertuning  to  the  public  interest,  bara  fulfilled 
or  failed  to  accomplidi  tbe  objects  of  their  creation,  or 
have  violated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  im|Mired 
the  public  service  and  intcrestt  and  that  said  conamitlee, 
in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  such  periods  of  time  as  to 
them  may  seem  expedient  and  proper. 

Mr.  A.  MANN  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  read; 
snd  that  the  question  be  taken  conjointly  on  all  of  them, 
except  such  as  might  be  excepted  to  by  any  metnbcri 
which  motion  prevailed. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read,  and  the  Hooae  con- 
curred with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
of  the  Union,  except  those  numbered  3,  13,  and  15; 
which  were  excepted,  on:  the  suggestion  of  different 
members. 

The  third  resolution,  being  one  of  those  thus  except- 
ed,  was  read,  as  followst 

3.  Betolctdt  That  so  much  of  the  mid  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  finances  and  every  thing  connected  there- 
with, tbe  safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  and  every 
thing  connected  therewith,  and  the  Bank  of  the  Uaited 
States,  inchiding  the  stock  in  that  institution,  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  lo  amend  this  resolution  by  in- 
setting  after  the  words  "  as  relates  to  the  finances  and 
every  thing  connected  therewith,"  the  words  **  except 
so  much  thereof  Bs  relates  to  the  protcctire  duties  awi 
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every  thinr  connected  tbcrewith,"  and  tben  to  add  to 
tbe  end  of  the  resolution  the  following  words;  '*  Re- 
tobxd.  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  aa  relates  to 
tbe  protectire  dutiea,  and  every  thing  connected  there* 
witb,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Hanufaclurea." 

Hr.  A.  said  he  did  not  know  that  it  would  be  ne- 
cesuryfor  him  to  state  bis  reasons  for  proposing  this 
smendment.  He  should  imagine  that  they  would  strike 
the  mind  of  every  member  of  tbe  House.  For  several 
years  psst,  it  bad  been  the  practice  of  the  House  to  ap- 
pnnt  a  Oommittee  on  Manufactures,  as  one  of  the  stand- 
atg^  eonmitteea  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  super- 
vising what  might  be  considered  one  of  the  great  interests 
of  the  country.  To  that  committee,  heretofore,  ever  since 
its  appointment,  had  been  referred  those  paHs  which 
referred  to  that  great  interest.  It  was  indeed  a  remark- 
able  circumstance  to  him,  that,  in'the  whole  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  he  (Mr.  A.)  could 
not  discoverany  direct  reference  to  tfiat  interest  by  name. 
Upon  tbe  perusal  which  he  had  given  to  it,  he  could  not 
even  find  tbe  name  introduced)  and  it  was  probably  for 
that  reason  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia,  [Mr. 
LoTALi^]  in  dissecting  the  message,  in  its  various  part^ 
for  reference,  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  introduce 
a  resolution  to  refer  any  portion  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufiuiturea.  But  when  the  message  was  considered 
in  its  general  tenor  and  purport,  and  particularly  that 
portion  of  it  which  reUted  to  the  finances^  to  the  de- 
postle  bill,  to  tbe  diatribution  of  tbe  excess  of  revenue 
in  the  Treasury  of  tbe  United  Sbtes,  and  to  the  levenue 
altogether,  there  could  not  be  found  one  aeatence  which 
bore  in  the  most  remote  manner  upon  tbe  great  interest 
of  manufactures. 

rt  had  been  the  pleasure  of  tbe  House  to  appoint  a 
standing  committee  for  the  protection  of  tbat  interest, 
and  it  hsd  been  the  pleasure  of  the  Speaker  to  appoint 
bim  (Ur.  AO  the  chairman.   He  held  himself  bound, 
therefore,  whatever  might  be  bis  own  opinions  on  the 
finance^  on  the  revenue,  oi\tbe  deposite  bill,  or  on  the 
distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  he  held  himself 
bound  to  consider,  not  his  individual  opinion,  but  the  in- 
terest particularly  committed  to  his  charge,  and  to  tbat 
of  tbe  associate  members  of  that  committee.    He  could 
not  but  feel  surprised,  therefore,  to  tep  that  no  more 
reference  had  been  made  to  that  interest  than  if  no  such 
interest  existed.    Wai  tbat  tbe  feeling  of  this  Housef 
Was  tbat  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  this  nation*  Ifao, 
one  of  the  first  things  which  he  should  have  supposed 
tbat  House  would  have  done,  would  have  been  to  abolish 
the_  Committee  on  Manufuctures,  from  which  all  its 
duties  would  have  been  abstracted.    For,  if  that  interest 
was  not  of  Buflicient  impmlance  to  the  whole  nation  to 
receive  even  a  notice  in  the  message  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate to  Congress— to  be  noticed  in  the  diatribution  of 
the  metaage  amongst  the  several  standing  committees  of 
the  House,  certainty  that  interest  must  have  sunk  down 
so  fitr  into  obscurity  and  decay  as  to  become  no  sort  of 
use  in  appointing  a  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

In  oflTering  this  resolution,  Hr.  A.  said  it  was  very  far 
A-um  bis  wish  to  assume  the  duties  which,  if  the  resolu- 
tipo  waa  adopted,  would  be  imposed  upon  the  commit* 
tee.    He  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  that  his  friend,  the 
chmrmsn  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  [Mr. 
Cajcbbxlmb]— knowing,  as  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  known  for 
years  past,  the  feeling  of  that  gentleman  in  relation  to 
the  manufacturing  interest  of  this  country — that  he  [Ur. 
C.]  should  have  the  whole  management  of  the  subject j 
that  the  Committee  to  which  that  gentleman  belon^f  d 
should  have  impiued  upon  them  the  duty  of  deciding 
upon  what  articles  that  reduction  of  the  revenue*  which 
appeared  in  all  quarters  of  the  House,  and  in  every  aec- 
tton  of  the  country,  to  be  coniidered  expedient,  should 
tsrice  place.   But  the  subject  bad  nothing  to  do  with  tbe 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  reference  to  that 
committee  was  not  necessary  as  a  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means,  because  their  very  name  implied  that  they 
were  appointed  to  see  what  revenue  waa  raised  for  tbe 
expenses  of  the  country,  and  upon  wlut  article  it  was 
raised.  But  they  were  not  appointed  to  decide  on  what 
articles  the  duty  should  be  taken  off,  because  the  very 
act  of  taking  off  duties  affected  other  interests  of  this 
country.  It  is  not  the  revenue  of  the  country  whieh  is 
concerned;  we  have  too  much,  and  we  want  to  give  >ome 
of  it  away.  Neither  ways  nor  means  were  wantlngt  tbe 
country  bad  too  many  vaya,  and,  probably,  too  many 
means.  Bat  the  intereit  of  commerce,  the  interest  of 
agriculture,  the  interest  of  nunufactores,  are  all  impor- 
tant interests)  and  most  especially  the  interest  of  fiianu- 
factirres,  which  this  House  has  so  oflen  declared  should 
be  protected.  Now,  so  long  as  ttiat  interest  exists,  I 
ask,  is  it  the  feeling  of  this  House  that  it  should  be  dis- 
posed of  in  silenced  Does  it  not  still  continue  to  be  an 
interest  whieh  deserves  tbe  notice  of  this  Hooief 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  one  other  reason  for  asking  that 
this  interest  should  be  heard,  and  that  the  committee 
dia^d  with  its  protection  should  be  authorized  and  di- 
rected totake  it  intoconsideration  and  report  upon  it.  He 
had  said  he  presumed  there  was  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  propriety  of  a  reduction  of  duties  levied 
upon  imports  at  this  time)  but  to  what  extent  that  re- 
duction ^ould  be  cartied,  and  upon  what  articles  it  was 
to  bear,  was  a  subject  which  had  nothing  at  all  to  do 
with  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  subject 
must  be  conndered  with  reference  to  the  effect  it  would 
have  on  the  other  interests  of  tbe  country,  and  especially 
the  interest  of  manufactures.  On  the  Brst  day  on  which 
petitions  were  presented  during  tbe  present  seswon,  be 
had  preaented  a  petition  from  eleven  hundred  citizens  of 
Boston,  praying  for  a  reduction,  not  an  abaolate  repeal, 
hut  a  reduction  of  dutiea  on  foreign  coal,  a  neceasary  of 
life,-  which  reduction  individually,  and  aa  a  friend  to 
Boston  and  tbe  other  large  cities  in  the  Union,  be  con- 
sidered one  of  the  moat  important,  and  aa  deserving  to 
be  one  of  the  first  of  the  articles  to  be  considered  on  tbe 
question  of  reduction. 

Individually  speaking,  he  should  be  happy,  not  only 
if  the  object  of  that  petition  should  be  grsnted,  but  he 
should  be  perftotly  content  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
of  Waya  and  Means,  on  tbe  simple  question  whether  or 
not  that  duty  was  wanted  for  revenue.  This  is  all  with- 
in their  Jurisdiction.  I  should  have  been  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  that,  and  tbe  determination  of  the  House  there- 
upon. I  moved  that  tbe  petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  and  for  the  aame  reason  for 
which  I  have  now  offered  this  resolution)  and  that  was, 
because  I  knew  any  reduction  on  the  article  of  coal  must 
be  conaidered  with  reference  to  its  effects  on  the  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  country;  witb  reference  to  its 
comparative  effects  upon  bread  stuffs,  and  every  neces- 
sary of  life;  and,  probably,  in  reference  to  other  things. 
Accordingly,  when  a  gentleman  here,  with  a  zeal  which 
anticipated  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  offered  a  resolution  for  the  repeal  of  duties  upon 
bread  stuffs,  the  question  of  appropriate  reference  im- 
mediately arose;  that  gentleman  proposed  a  reference  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  another  gentle- 
man to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture.  And,  unques- 
tionably, the  repeal  of  duties  on  bread  stuffs  was  inter- 
esting to  the  agriculiure  of  the  country  and  to  the 
committee  who  were  charged  with  its  protection.  So 
was  it  interesting  to  the  manufacturers.  It  waa  not  de- 
termined which  uf  the  committees  the  aubject  should  go 
to,  and  I  proposed  to  add  the  articles  of  .coal  and  salt, 
also  necessaries  of  life.  I  proposed  also  the  article  of 
iron,  one  which  affects  my  own  constituent^  and  affeeia 
also  the  interest  of  certain  Staiei  which,  1  hope,  by  their 
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delegKtion  here,  vill  not  tllow  the  subject  to  piw  with- 
out referring  it  to  the  Committeci  on  Commerce  and 
Agriculture  of  the  country,  ai  well  as  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Meant.  These  were  his  reasons  for  offer- 
ing the  resolution.  If  the  House  should  think  that  the 
Committee  of  Wayi  and  Means  was  the  appropriate 
committee,  far  be  it  from  him  to  complain.  Sucb  a 
course  would  be  an  alleTiation  to  bis  dutiei  on  tbat  com- 
mittee, and  he  and  the  membera  appointed  upon  it  with 
him  might,  from  that  moment,  take  a  general  holyday 
to  the  termination  of  the  session. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  be  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Aoavs,]  nor  did  he  propose  to  enter  into  any  debate. 
He  (Mr.  C-)  wat  rery  happy  to  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  say  that  he  had  examined  the  Pres- 
ident's message  on  the  subject  of  protective  duties,  and 
he  (Mr.  C.)  had  no  objection  to  refer  any  thing  relating 
to  the  manufactures  of  the  country  to  the  appropriate 
committee.  But  the  gentleman  had  made  statemenlt 
which  required  correction. 

Mr.  C.  was  understood  to  say  that,  two  years  ago,  a 
memorial  for  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  foreign  coal  had 
been  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  where 
■t  remained  until  repoHed  on  by  the  then  chairman,  the 
present  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  to  instance  similar 
references. 

When  (Hr.  C.  said)  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
was  established,  and  a  portion  of  the  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  bad  been  transferred  to  the 
former,  it  was  made  their  duly  to  examine  the  various 
commodities  introduced  into  the  country,  and  to  select 
such  articles  as  should  be  protected.  The  duties  were 
not  levied  in  those  cases  with  any  view  to  Uie  revenue 
of  the  country.  A  revenue  was  collected,  not  to  be  put 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  but  into  the 
pockets  of  the  capitalisis  engaged  in  that  particular  bu- 
siness. The  duty  of  that  committee  was  to  see  how 
many  prohibitions  should  be  imposed,  and  on  wltat  arti- 
cles. Out  now  we  found  ourselves  in  a  different  posi- 
tion. MilFtons  upon  millions  liad  been  collected  under 
the  qrstem  established  in  1816.  Now  we  had  a  revenue 
of  forty  or  fifty  millions  beyond  the  wants  of  our  Gov* 
ernmenti  andthe-only  question  to  be  decided  was,  io 
what  way  the  revenue  should  be  brought  to  correspond 
with  the  wants  of  the  Government.  This  was  a  question 
of  finance,  and  not  of  manufactures.  He  believed  that 
tbe  whole  discussion  would  result  in  the  appointment  of 
a  select  committee.  Was  it  the  province  of  the  Com- 
aiittee  on  Agriculture,  or  Manufactures,  or  Commerce,  to 
paas  upon  every  interest  in  the  country^  The  question 
would  again  come  up  on  Monday,  on  a  motion  to  post* 
pone,  and  the  House  might  then  determine  to  whom  the 
whole  subject  should  be  committed.  In  the  mean  time, 
b«  hoped  that  the  discussion  would  terminate  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  ADAMS  explained  that  he  confined  his  proposi- 
tion to  so  iDueti  of  tbe  President's  mcHsge  as  related  to 
the  protective  duties  alonei  and  lie  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  tbe  amendment.  And  the 
House  ordered  them. 

Mr,  HARDIN  requested  the  Speaker  to  state  the 
question  to  the  House)  which  having  been  done, 

Hr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  that  this  question  of 
reference  was  one  which  had  often  been  brought  up  be- 
fore. He  did  not  exactly  know  how  far  back  the  ques- 
tion bad  been  considered,  but  he  believed  that,  from  tbe 
foundation  of  the  Government  up  to  the  year  1806  or 
1808,  the  Committee  on  Finance  had  had  jurisdiction 
over  all  questions  of  raising  the  revenue;  and  that  inde- 
pendently of  all  questions  which  might  cotlalerally  aflect 
the  interests  of  manufactures.  At  one  time,  fur  one  or 
twu  scsiiioDo,  the  House  determined  tltat  the  Committee 


on  Uanufaeturea  should  have  cbai^  of  alt  these  ques- 
tioiist  but  a  little  experience  soon  taught  the  majority  of 
the  members  of  this  House,  who  were  not  in  fiivor  of  tsxa- 
tion  to  the  extent  of  the  power  which  it  was  supposed  by 
some  had  been  conferred  by  the  constitution  for  the 
purpuse  of  protecting  tbe  manufacturing  interests,  that 
this  question  and  the  tbinga  connected  with  it  should  be 
properly  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ucana. 
Nov,  if  the  object  the  amendment  was  to  take  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  those  questions  in 
relation  to  tbe  reduction  of  a  revenue  already  too  large, 
he  was  opposed  to  it,  because  it  did  not  come  wilhin4he 
spirit  of  the  rule  which  points  out  tbe  duties  which  tbe 
several  committees  have  1o  perform. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Ur.  AoAva]  had 
complained  of  the  Prerident*s  message  because  there 
was  no  reference  to  tbe  manu&eturing  interests.  The 
gentleman  might  as  veil  complain  of  the  absence  of  ref- 
erence too.  Probably  be  might  complain  thai  there 
was  no  reference  to  tbe  agriculture  of  the  country,  and 
yet  he  knew  not  what  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  had 
to  do  with  the  duties  on  coal,  inasmuch  as  coal  was  not 
an  article  of  cultivation.  He  considered  the  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Uanufiieturea  as  Inappropriate,  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  send  the  subject,  as  bmito- 
fore,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  it 
properly  belonged. 

Mr.  DENNY  thought  it  was  difficult  to  determine 
precisely  whether  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  or  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  jurisdiction,  because  they  had,  in 
some  instances,  equal  jurindiction,  -and  because  the  sub- 
ject referred  might  have  connexion  with  tbe  interests  of 
both.  One  bad  charge  of  the  revenue,  tbe  other  of 
manufiietures,  or  the  domestic  industry  of  the  country. 
To  protect  that  industry,  it  became  necessary  to  levy 
duties.  Hence  the  two  committees  came  on  common 
groundi  and  in  referring  the  subject  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures,  the  House  took  nothing  Prom  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  It  was  still  competent  for 
the  latter  to  take  up  the  same  subject,  and  to  riiow  bow 
the  question  affiected  the  revenue  of  the  country,  whilst 
the  other  committee  showed  how  it  aflTected  the  indus- 
try of  the  country. 

He  had  no  objection  to  giving  the  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means;  in  some  respects,  it  wculd 
be  proper;  hut  be  thought,  when  a  great  change,  like 
the  presenr,  was  proposed  in  the  policy  of  the  country, 
and  which  had  been  urgently  recommended  by  the  Chief 
M^stratc  of  the  nation,  the  subject  should  go  to  (he 
Committee  on  Hanaftctures,  that  they  might  present  it  to 
the  House  in  all  its  bearings.  He  thought  that  the  House 
had  a  right  to  complain  that  the  President  had  neglected  to 
make  any  reference  to  the  home  trade;  that  trade  whtt^ 
employed  many  more  millions  than  the  foreign  trade, 
and  which  had  enriched  the  nation,  and  filled  tbe  Treas- 
ury with  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  surplus  money.  Uut 
it  had  not  even  been  noticed.  There  was  something 
behind  all  this  darkness  which  ought  to  be  brought  to 
light,  and  he  hoped  the  subject  would  be  relmed  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  PARKBR  thought  that  both  the  committeeaumed 
might,  with  perfect  propriety,  have  charge  of  the  subject 
at  the  same  time;  one  as  a  question  of  revenue,  and  tl»e 
other  looking  to  it  as  a  question  bearing  on  the  particu- 
lar interest!  on  which  the  proposed  reduction  mey  ope- 
rate. He  would  vote  for  such  a  roference.  He  wiAed 
that  all  the  commilteca  having  charge,  immediately  or 
remotely,  of  ttitsc  great  interests,  should  investigate  the 
subject,  and  give  the  result  of  their  deliberations  to  tbe 
House. 

Mr.  BOON  said  that  it  had  not  been  his  intention  to 
Ray  one  word  on  the  question  now  before  tbe  Hous^ 
bad  it  not  been  for  the  most  eztraordioary  doctrine  m- 
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raneed  hf  the  gentleman  from  Penniylmii>,  [Mr.  Diit- 
»¥.]  irthe  renurks  of  the  gentleiiMn  oould  be  confined 
to  hii  oirn  district,  and  to  hii  own  constituents,  he  would 
not  reply  to  tbem  at  this  lime.  But  (said  Mr.  B. )  Uie  gen- 
tleman's speech  will  find  its  way,  through  the  columns  of 
the  newspapers,  into  my  district,  and  among  my  constitu- 
'  «ntfl.  I  should  Buppoie,  from  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleaian  from  PcnnsylvMiia,  that  be(if  not  a  nanubcturer 
b'unMlf)  represents  a  manufaotnring  peoplei  and  to  this 
I  have  no  objecttooB  to  ai^-  But  (coniinued  Ur.  B.) 
my  constituents  are  an  agricultural  people — they  are  the 
consumers  of  articles  manufactured.  Hie  farmers  and 
the  mechanics  are  to  be  made  poor  for  the  purpoae  of 
enrichiag  the  mamthcturert. 

The  gentleman  has  lold  ut  that  there  is  now  in  the 
.Treasury  of  the  United  States  a  mrplua  rtfVcoue,  amount- 
ing to  npwards  of  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  would 
have  the  people  of  this  country  to  believe  that  this  vast 
amount  of  money  was  derived  from  the  manufacturers. 
Not  so,  Mr.  Speaker.  It  is  the  result  of  over-taxing  the 
people;  it  has  been  received  from  the  customs  and  from 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  Upwards  of  twenty-four 
miltions  of  dollara  of  the  surplus  revenue  has  been  re- 
ceived from  land  aales.  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  say 
thus  muob,  with  a  view  ooly  to  conect  error>  and  to  let 
fiiets  go  forth  to  the  public. 

I  confess  (said  Mr.  B.)  my  utter  astonishment  at  the 
attack  made  upon  the  President  by  the  venerable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adavs.]  That  gentleman 
would  have  it  believed  that  the  President  has  neglected 
the  great  inteieib  of  the  country  in  not  having  made 

Earfleular  mention  of  the  manufacturing  iotereat  in  bis 
Je  message  to  CongresB.  Sir,  (aaidMr.  B.i)Ipretume 
that  Presi&nt  Jackson's  opinions  on  tbe  subject  of  the  ta- 
riff are  made  known  in  his  previous  messages  to  Congress; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  while  the  gentleman  from 
Hissachusetts  was  President  of  the  United  States,  I  was 
not  able  to  know  any  thing  of  his  opinions  on  that  par- 
ticular subject,  as  they  were  never  expressed  in  any  of 
his  state  papers  to  Congress.  I  think,  therefore,  it 
enmea  with  a  bad  grace  indeed  from  that  gentleman,  to 
charge  upon  General  Jackson  what  be  hinoself  was  de- 
ficient in  performing  while  he  was  President. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  that  he  approached  this  sub- 
ject with  some  delicacy,  and  that  he  did  not  now  rise 
for  tite  purpoee  of  entering  into  debate,  but  merely 
wiUi  m  view  to  make  known  to  tbe  House  the  eourae 
which  it  was  his  Intention  to  pursue.  He  was  not 
willing  to  touch  the  subject  of  tbe  reduction  of  the 
revenue  or  the  tarifl^  unless  in  concert  with  those  who 
were  supposed  to  represent  the  great  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  confederacy)  and  the  reason  for  this  course 
was  obvious.  If  he  understood  the  act  commonly  called 
tbe  *'  compromise  act,"  he  was  disposed  to  regard  it  as 
jlh  act  passed  under  circumstances  which  ought  peculiar- 
ly to  imply  good  fiuth  m  all  the  diffbrent  interests  of  the 
country.  With  this  view,  and  as  that  act  wns  still  in 
operation,  he  waa  not  disposed  to  touch  the  principles 
involved  in  it,  except  in  concert  and  harmony  with  the 
representatives  of  tbe  manufacturing  tnteresta.  If  it 
were  not  for  the  operation  of  that  law,  which,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  implied  good  faith  in  all  parties  be  should 
state  that  the  remarks  of  tbe  member  from  New  York 
XHr.  Ha>ii]  were  correctj  but,  so  long  as  that  act  was 
in  operation,  he  (Mr.  P<)  waa  not  inclined  to  interfiere' 
with  the  protective  intereto. 

He  should  gay  that  the  gentleman's  views  were  cor- 
rect, except  so  far  as  regarded  the  act  of  1816.  That 
was  a  reduction  oF  a  war  tax,  with  a  view  to  the  payment 
of  the  national  debt,  first}  and,  in  settling  that  act,  it 
must  be  regarded  as  a  measure  ha^g  in  view  the  fwy- 
ment  of  the  public  deb^  and  not  passed  with  any  view 
to  protection.  It  was  essentially  a  measure  for  revenuei 
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and,  in  setting  the  system  under  which  it  was  made* 
due  regard  was  had  to  the  circumstances  under  which  it 
sprang  up.  It  was  a  tax  bill  for  revenue  to  pay  the 
public  debt.  But  he  had  risen  to  say,  merely,  that  he 
waa  disposed  to  move  in  connexion  with  (he  manufactur- 
ing interests.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Masaachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  express  his  belief  that  it  waa 
the  opinion  of  all  parties  that  some  reduction  could  be 
made  in  tbe  existing  duties.  So  far  aa  reduction  on  ar^ 
tides  not  in  competition  with  domestic  manufactures 
was  concerned,  he  (Mr.  P.)  thought  no  difficulty  would 
be  raised.  In  fact,  he  believed  that  the  bill  which  bad 
been  reported  from  the  Senate  during  tbe  last  session 
of  Congress  embraced  the  true  measure  to  be  adopted 
now.  He  went  upon  the  principle  that  the  duties  on 
those  artidea  which  did  not  come  in  competition  with 
domestic  manufactures  ought  to  be  repealed.  But  it. 
seemed  to  him  that  they  could  nor,  with  good  faith, 
touch  the  great  principles  (rf*  the  compromise.  I  wish, 
however,  (said  Mr.  P.,}  to  give  the  gentlemen  repre- 
senting the  manufacturing  interests  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard;  and  if  ttie  gentleman  from  Hassachuaetts  [Mr. 
Adaks]  thinks  that  tbe  queation  of  tbe  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  foreign  coal,  fur  ez^ple,  involves  those  inter- 
ests, I  am  witTiog  to  give  bim  cbaige  of  the  subject. 

But  it  appears  to  me,  though  1  speak  only  theoreticBl- 
ly,  and  not  from  practical  experience  on  the  subject, 
that  that  article  is  one  the  reduction  of  tbe  duly  on 
which  cannot  encroach  on  tlte  noanufacturing  interests. 
But  the  question  of  tbe  reduction  of  tbe  duly  on  Uie  im- 
portation of  bread  stufSi,  it  would  appear  to  ate,  is  of 
great  imporUnce  to  the  manufacturing  interests,  and 
should  he  conaidered  as  a  separate  question.  Mr.  P. 
repeated  that,  though  himself  representing  tbe  great 
Southern  interest,  be  wished  to  move,  in  respect  to  the 
tariff,  with  due  regard  to  every  otlier  interest  coocemed 
in  it. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  followed,  at  some  length,  in  ex- 
planation of  bis  views  of  this  subject.  He,  too,  like 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  would  say,  let 
the  national  faith  be  preserved,  whatever  be  tbe  conse- 
quencea.  If,  by  the  compromise  bill,  as  it  was  termed, 
or  by  any  other  act,  Congress  had  bound  itself  to  tax 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  whether  the  money 
was  needed  or  not  for  the  neceasary  expensea  of  the 
Government,  however  merous  it  mi^t  be,  he  would 
still  stand  by  the  pledged  faith  of  the  Ooremownt.  But 
he  would  not  make  the  question  of  reducing  taxation  a 
question  of  faith  until  he  was  (ribliged  to  do  so.  Dciikmu 
as  be  wu  to  have  the  revenue  brought  down  to  the 
amount  necessary  to  an  economical  system  of  govern- 
ment, (if  such  a  thing  was  possible,)  he  would  first  re- 
sort to  all  measures  which  could  be  adopted  towarda 
this  end  without  touching  the  compromise.  There  be* 
ing  in  this  said  compromise  bill  a  clause  providing,  if  he 
remembered  right,  that  all  duties  under  the  rate  (rf  SO 
per  cent,  might  he  taken  off  at  any  time,  without  fondl- 
ing the  compromise,  he  would  repeal  all  those  duties,  if 
the  state  of  the  revenue  would  justify  it.  Next,  there 
wai  the  revenue  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
Those  sales  (Mr.  B.  said)  might  be  stopped,  and  the 
amount  of  that  branch  of  revenue,  at  least,  be  reduced, 
without  touching  the  compromise.  WouM  gentlemen 
say  that  those  saws  could  not  be  stopped?  Let  tbe  peo- 
ple, who  actually  want  the  lands,  settle  tbem — they  will 
do  it  (said  he)  whether  yuu  wish  it  or  not— and  do  you 
then  grant  them  the  right  of  pre-emption.  This  was  a  - 
privilege  (Mr.  B.  said)  which  he  bad  always  voted  to  al- 
low, whenever  tbe  question  was  presented  to  him.  The 
land  which  is  tbu9  settled  is  rescued  by  tbeu  actual  set- 
tlers from  the  savage  and  the  wild  beast,-and  to  him  who 
thuB  possesses  himself  we  rightfully  give  tbe  pre-emp- 
tiun.    By  stopping  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  (Mr.  B. 

Digitized  by  Google 


1075 


GALES  &  SE AXON'S  REGISTER 


1076 


H.  n  H.]  The  FrttidetU't  iSentage.  [Dec.  U,  1836. 


■rgued)  you  do  not,  u  some  f^eniletnen  ny,  stop  the 
seitlement  of  the  country.  You  slop  the  receipts  of 
money  for  the  salesi  and,  in  doing  so,  perhaps  prevent 
the  loss  which  some  persons  seem  to  tpprehend  Trom  its 
being  deposited  in  banks  which  they  fe«  to  be  insol- 
vent &e.  The  bod  could  not  run  Kwsy,  though  the 
money  might.  x 

Mr.  B.  was  wilting,  therefore,  to  stop  the  sales  of 
land*  and  take  off  all  taxes  under  twenty  per  cent.;  and, 
if  these  reductions  did  not  bring  down  the  revenue  to 
the  wants  oftbe  Oovemment,  he  was  willing  then  to  in- 
quire»  and  faithfully  and  candidly  in<juir^»  whether  tlie 
Ooremment  is  to  bound  by  national  faith  as  to  be  obliged 
to  continue  to  tai  the  people  to  pay  the  money  which 
the  Goremment  does  not  want.  Without  concurring  in 
all  Itiat  others  may  hsve  said  on  this  subject,  Mr.  B.  said 
be  believed  that  such  smounts  of  money  as  the  present 
surplus  revenue  cannot  be  nfely  intrusted  any  wher^ 
either  in  regard  to  our  own  security  or  the  honesty  or 
purity  of  those  into  whose  hands  it  may  fall.  Refer- 
ring to  discuHsions  in  the  public  journals  on  this  subject, 
Mr.  B.  cited  the  language  of  a  gentleman  of  the  highest 
order  of  intellect  In  the  country  he  came  from,  who  had 
deeply  deprecated  the  effect  of  tlie  distribution  bill  on 
the  Statest  ftnd  (said  Mr.  B.)  he  could  not  have  a 
greater  horror  than  I  have  of  making  the  State  of  which 
1  am  a  Representative  dependent  upon  or  looking  up 
to  the  Government,  as  a  creditor,  for  any  sum  of  money — 
money  advanced  to  the  State,  perhaps,  when  cotton  is  at 
twenty  c^nts  the  pound,  to  be  demanded  back  from  it 
when  cotton  ii  at  eight  cents.  To  this  feature  of  the 
distribution  bill  he  was  strongly  adverse.  If  the  money 
is  our  money,  (said  he,)  why  take  our  bond  for  it?  If  it 
be  not  ours,  why  offer  it  to  us  before  we  aik  for  it?  At 
all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Government,  a  certain  class  of  politicians  had 
been  feeling  about  for  the  means  of  seducing  the  States 
from  their  sovereignty  and  independence,  (o  a  *tate  of 
dependency  on  the  General  Government.  Who  does 
not  know  that  this  is  the  case?  Look  back  to  the  con- 
flicti  of  your  eloquent  and  sagacious  men  of  former 
days— your  Henrys  and  your  Hamiltons — snd  trece  the 
doctrines  and  acta  of  their  followers,  from  that  day  to 
this,  and  you  will  Bnd  evidence  enough  of  this. 

We  shall,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  if  we  go  on  in  this  way,  be  to- 
tally destroyed  by  our  own  money;  for  (he  observed) 
not  only  will  the  proudest  States  on  such  a  system  talk 
in  vain  of  their  sovereignly,  but  the  Federal  Government 
also,  placed  in  a  position  equally  corrupting  and  danger- 
ous, will  partake  of  such  corrupting  influences,  and  the 
ruin  and  corruption  will  be  general.  Therefore,  (said 
Ur.  B.,)  though  I  am  an  administration  man,  I  am  willing 
and  desirous  to  inquire  after  any  means  by  which  a  re- 
duction of  the  revenue  may  be  effected  without  a  inola< 
tion  of  the  public  fiuth. 

If  you  rob  me  to-day  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  to- 
morrow will  give  me  back  seventy-five  dollsrs,  1  will 
take  the  seventy-five  cheerfully  enough)  but  if  you  go 
on  doing  so,  first  taking  away  my  moneyt  and  then  giv- 
ing me  back  s  psrt,  I  shall  soon  be  ruined.  Yes,  said 
Mr.  B.,  let  me  be  as  rich  as  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  it  would  ruin  me  shortlyj  and  in  the  aime  way, 
if  we  rob  the  country  of  twenty  millioni^  to  return 
back  afterwards  Rfteen  millions,  the  country  will  soon 
be  ruined.  Shall  we  (said  Mr.  B.)  go  on  gath- 
ering millions  of  taxes,  when  we  do  not  want  the 
money  f  Shall  we  take  a  man's  faorie  and  sell  it  for  half 
its  value  for  taxe^  the  proceeds  of  which  are  not  want- 
ed? Hence,  (observed  Mr-  D.,)  1  should  bare  been  op- 
opoaed  to  the  dittribution  bill,  except  in  connexion  with 
Mch  reduction  of  the  revenue  ai  would  leave  do  more 
of  it  to  dialribule,  &e. 

Ur.  HARDIN,  after  advertiDg  to  the  wide  range 


of  debate  which  bad  been  taken  on  this  mere  ques- 
tion of  reference,  observed  that  lie  was  under  no  ap- 
prehensitm  that  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  wss  to 
corrupt  the  people  of  the  Ststea.  He  did  not  convider 
it  so  easy  a  matter,  nor  did  he  conceive  it  neceatary  to 
reduce  the  tariff,  in  order  to  reduce  the  revenue.  He 
contended  that  it  wu  not  the  tariff  wUeb  bad  |;iTen  rise 
to  a  surplus,  nor  brooght  unneceasary  money  into  the 
Treasury,  for  we  know  that  the  existing  duties  have  not 
yielded  more  than  upon  a  fair  estimate  they  ought  to  bsve 
done.  The  cause  of  the  superabundance  lof  revemie 
was  to  be  found  in  the  inordinate  thirst  of  apeculatioa 
in  Western  lands.  This  (he  said)  was  no  permanent  or 
durable  source  of  revenue;  its  origin  datM  only  one  or 
two  yean  back,  and  it  could  not  be  expected  t«  last  for 
many  yean  to  come.  From  the  end  of  the  war,  fnm. 
the  year  1815  up  to  the  year  1834^  on  an  avers^,  the 
sales  of  public  lands  had  not  brought  into  the  pub&e 
Treasury  more  than  two  millions  annually;  since  then,  ex-  '  i 
travagsnt  speculations  throughout  the  whole  United 
States  had  brought  this  extraordinary  surplus  into  tbe 
Treasury.  No  one  (said  Mr.  H.)  can  tell  bow  long  the 
goose  will  continue  to  lay  golden  eggst  but  C«*>d  he)  I 
am  of  opinion  that  in  three  or  four  years  not  an  rg^  will 
be  laid.  All  the  lands  in  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  | 
Louisiana,  will  be  exhausted  within  that  timei  as  also  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  lllinoist  they  will  soon  all  be  gooe. 
We  cannot,  therefore,  calculate  upon  this  as  a  long,  last- 
ing, and  permanent  source  of  revenue;  It  is  both  uncer- 
tain and  short-lived.  It  is  so  uncertain  that  we  tHigbt  I 
not  to  touch  tbe  tariff,  upon  any  calealalioB  w  reliance  | 
upon  the  pnblie  lands  for  revenue. 

There  are  (proceeded  Mr.  H.)  a  great  variety  of  in- 
flicting interests  concerned  in  tbe  tariff,  all  of  which  de- 
mand attention,  and  which  must  be  reconciled  with  each 
other;  while,  at  the  same  lime,  no  one  of  ibem  ought  to 
he  sacrificed  to  another.  We  inhabit  a  country  <^  vait 
extent,  contuning  an  almost  infinite  I'ariety  of  elimste 
and  of  productions)  and  that  variety  of  interests,  which 
grows  out  of  these  circumstances,  being  once  nicely 
balanced  in  a  well-rrguUted,  or,  as  it  has  been  frequent- 
ly termed,  a  judicious  tariff,  ought  not  suddenly,  and  at 
ever^'  impulse,  to  be  thrown  into  confliction  and  disorder. 
Sucli  s  balance  ought  not  to  be  touched  except  by  a  gen- 
tle hand,  and  that  the  hand  of  a  master,  not  of  an  ap- 
prentice. If  (said  Mr.  H.)  we  proceed  every  year  to 
touch  this  subject,  because  this  year  there  happens  to 
be  a  surplus  of  twenty  millions,  the  result  of  great  spec- 
ulations in  public  lands,  and  because,  another  year,  some 
other  extraordinary  circumstance  occurs,  tbe  interests  of 
the  country  will  be  jeoparded.  I  would  not  (said  Mr. 
H.)  raise  one  dollar  from  the  people,  on  the  prirct- 
pie  of  taxing  them  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary; 
but,  at  the  84me  time,  it  is  my  desire  to  lay  on  every 
duty  with  a  Just,  fiiir,  and  discriminating  band,  so  as  to 
afford  due  protection  to  all  the  important  interests  of  the 
country.  I  confess  I  was  greatly  astonished  tbe  otber 
day  when  I  heard  a  gentleman  from  fbe  North,  whom 
opinion  it  is  that  their  woollen  and  cotton  manubctutcs 
ought  to  be  protected,  bring  forward  a  propositioo  to 
take  off  the  duty  from  grain.  Now,  we  in  the  West  raise  , 
very  little  else  but  grain,  and  yet  it  is  desired  to  deprive 
us  of  protection,  and  remove  the  diity  from  grain;  bnt  | 
though  the  grain  crops  have  biled  tbis  jrear  In  tbe  East, 
they  have  not  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountains.  Again: 
Maryland  has  made  great  efforts  and  expenditures  to 
open  the  way  to  a  market  for  her  coal;  and  now  that 
they  have  almost  arrived  at  Cumberland,  where  tbe  sup- 
ply will  be.  abundant,  we  hear  other  gentlemen  from 
other  sections  of  the  country  propose  to  take  off  ilic 
duty  from  coal!  So  with  salt,  in  the  manufacture  of 
which  a  capital  of  ten  mUlkma  of  dollan  is  invested  west 
of  the  mountuaai  and  now  Uierene  gentleiBeB  vbo 
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propose  to  take  off  the  duly  from  nit!  Othm  there 
Are  who  would  have  moluset  free,  and  sugar  too,  that 
we  my  make  mm  cheaper)  whereas  millions  upon  roil' 
lions  of  cftp'ital  in  Louisiana  are  inveited  in  the  growth 
and  manufacture -of  these  staples.  1  am  of  the  opinion 
(said  Hr.  H.)  that  if  we  proceed  to  touch  these  things 
we  shall  have  »  liUle  bit  of  a  wtr  in  Uiis  Hmise. 
-  The  gentleman  who  last  spoke  [Mr.  Bouldik]  had 
■aid  that  he  did  not  know  what  to  do  with  the  surplus  in 
the  Treasury;  snd  be  hsd  also  B«d  a  great  deal  about  its 
corrupting  effects,  if  distributed  among  the  States.  But 
(said  Hr.  H.)  I  put  it  to  him,  let  him  answer,  whether 
the  dsfiger  is  greater  if  this  surplus  be  equitably  distrib- 
uted among  the  SUtes'  Or,  on  the  other  hand,  wheth- 
er it  be  retained  in  banks  subservient  to  the  President; 
pet  bftnks  resdy  to  apply  it  for  purposes  of  executive 
pleasure,  and  subject  to  executive  will.'  Let  him  an* 
swer  that!  1,  for  my  part,  (continued  Mr.  H.,)  do  not 
see  any  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  corruption  in 
the  distribution  of  the  surplus.  What  danger,  for  ex. 
•mple,  will  his  State,  the  *<  Old  Dominion,"  suffer  from 
two  millions  losned  to  it  for  the  great  objects  of  educa- 
tion and  internal  improvement?  Why,  says  the  gentle- 
man,  with  this  aid  for  such  great  purposes,  the  States 
will  succumb  to  the  General  Government!  But,  let  me 
ask,  who  is  it  that  makes  the  General  Government?  Is  it 
not  the  people  of  the  States?  Is  it  not  the  States  them- 
selves?  They  also  control  the  General  Government  as 
efTectumlly  as  the  potter  moulds  the  clay  to  his  purpose. 
There  ii  nothing  in  this  argument  of  bis. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  by  observing  that  be  was  in  bvor  of 
ibe  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  not 
from  partiidity  to  that  particular  committee,  but  because 
(he  said)  we  in  the  Western  country  have  everything  to 
fear  from  any  disturbance  of  the  balance  now  establish- 
ed. Thirteenyears  ago  (observed  Mr.  H.)  our  expend- 
iture was  thirteen  millions,  whereas  now  it  is  thirty! 
Let  us  but  continue  to  progress  at  this  rate  of  expendi- 
ture, and  in  a  very  short  time  we  shall  have  a  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  instead  of  a  surplus.  It  will  soon,  there- 
fore, be  quite  u^necesssry  to  discuss  the  question  of  a 
surplus.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  since  a  surplus 
momentarily  exists,  it  is  better  and  safer  when  lodged 
with  the  Ststes  than  when  deposited  in  banks  subser- 
vient to  the  will  of  the  Executive.  These  banks  it  is 
which  will  ruin  the  Government,  if  any  thingi  not  the 
distribution}  and  yet  they  want  to  repeal  the  distribution 
billi  at  least  such  is  the  talk  oot  of  doors.  This  money 
is  not  safe  in  these  banksi  it  will  not  be  forthcoming 
when  called  fort  they  will  have  to  call  in  money  from 
their  debtors  in  order  to  pay,  which  they  wilt  not  be 
able  to  do.  It  was  by  the  distribution  bill  alone,  sgainst 
which  now  we  bear  so  much,  that  the  ssfety  of  this  mo- 
ney can  be  secured)  and  (Ur.  H.  said)  that  measure 
ebuuld  not  be  arrested  or  disturbed  with  his  consent.- 

Mr.  VANDEBPOELsaid,  that  though  tbe  debate  hsd 
taken  a  wide  range,  he  vai  not  disapp<Hntedt  for*  at  this 
criajs,  every  gentleman  must  know  that,  no  proposition 
could  be  introduced  here,  remotely  bearing  upon  the 
question  of  protection,  without  provoking  a  most  earnest 
debate,  lie  would  not  now  commit  himself  to  any  in- 
■terest— he  would  reserve  to  himself  the  right  of  acting 
■lulependentiy  upon  all  propositions  that  might  hereafter 
come  before  us  touching  that  portion  of  our  tariiF  that 
involved  protecting  duties;  he  would  nut  even  ask  the 
representatives  of  any  particular  interest  to  "  bsrmo- 
nice"  with  him  before  he  acted.  He  would  reserve  to 
himseir  this  right,  this  independence  of  action,  though 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  a  district  to^  very  great 
extent  manufacturing.  It  was  a  district  agricultural  and 
manufacturing.  He  would  here  tske  occasion  to  say 
that  bis  first  object  waste  temiaate  a  slate  of  thinn  by 
wbich  milliuu  and  miUiou  were  aaoually  taken  Iron 


the  pockets  of  the  people,  that  were  not  required  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Government;  and  if  that  great  and  desi' 
rable  end  could  be  obtained  consistently  with  that  pro- 
tection which  our  manufacturers  now  enjoy,  he  would 
rejoice,  yes,  he  would  mmt  heartily  rejoice,  for  be  felt 
for  the  great  numufactuiing  interests  of  the  country  that 
solicitude  which  the  representative  of  a  district  lice  bis 
should  feel.  But  if  the  alternative  should  be  presented, 
"  reduce  the  duties  at  once  below  the  rates  contained  in 
the  compromise  bill,  or  accumulate  in  your  I'reasury 
millions  and  millions  for  years  hereafler,  for  the  demor- 
slizing  purpose  of  distribution;"  if  such  sn  alternative 
should  be  presented,  he  would  meet  it  boldly  and  inde- 
pendently; because  then  the  question  would  rise  above 
any  particular  interesti  it  would  be  a  question  touching 
the  interest  of  the  whole  country,  not  only  for  the  pres.- 
ent  time,  but  furyesrsto  come.  But  he  sincerely  hoped, 
and  still  believed,  that  that  trying  sitemative  could  still 
be  guarded  against;  thnt  we  could  select  articles  enough 
fur  redaction,  that  did  not  require  protection,  to  bring 
down  the  revenue  to  tbe  wants  of  the  Government. 

He  would  now  say  a  word  about  tbe  question  immedi- 
ately and  legitimately  under  discussion.  To  what  oom- 
mittee  did  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  amendment  of 
the  honoraMe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  properly 
belong?  If  to  the  Committee  on  Manufacture^  then 
must  the  Committee  ofWays  and  Means  be  an  unimpor- 
tant committee  indeed;  and  this,  too,  instead  of  being 
what  we  have  always  supposed  tbera  to  be— the  most 
importaQt  committee  of  the  House.  Then  would  they 
only  have  to  report  to  oa  what  ways  and  means  are  ne- 
cessary to  keep  the  wheels  of  Government  in  motions 
and  ask  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  to  t>e  so  kind 
and  condescending  as  to  tell  them  out  of  what  artiolea 
these  "  ways  and  means"  must  be  raised.  This  would 
not  only  be  depriving  tbe  Committee  ol  Ways  and  Means 
of  their  appropriate  functions,  but  would  be  against  all 
precedent.  What  but  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  took  cognizance  of  these  subjects,  when  tba 
"compromise"  bill  passed?  He  (Hr.  V.)  was  not  thena 
member  of  this  House,  but  be  wss  an  attentive  reader  of 
its  proceedings;  and  be  well  recollected  that  an  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  the  city  of  New  York  (Mr.  Ver- 
planck)  was  then  chairman  of  tiie  Ways  and  Means,  and 
reported  the  bill  upon  which  the  compromise  from  the 
Senate  was  ingrafted.  If  it  properly  belonged  to  tbe 
Ways  and  Means  then,  why  should  it  belong  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Haouftctures  now?  No  good  reason  bad  been 
ui^ed  for  the  change,  and  he  should  therefore  rote 
against  tbe  amendment  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Msssa- 
cbusetts;  and  Mr.  V.  concluded  by  expressing  his  regret 
that  bis  colleague  [Mr.  Cawbbsliho]  had  shown  a  wit- 
lingr.ess  to  surrender  any  |iortion  of  bis  legitimate  Juris- 
diction over  the  whole  subject  of  the  revenue. 

Hr.  BRtGGS,  agreeing  with  gentlemen  who  had 
preceded  him,  that  too  wide  a  range  had  been  taken 
in  debate,  said  that  he  should  not  follow  tbeir  ex- 
ample. The  question  before  tbe  House  was  one  of 
simple  reference)  but  it  wss  one  under  the  surface  of 
which  many  important  questions  lay  concealed.  That 
part  of  tbe  messsge  which  relstes  to  the  finances  was 
proposed  by  tbe  original  resolution  to  be  refisrred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Finance.  That  was  a  right  and  pn^wr 
reference,  and  in  the  spirit  of  the  rules  of  the  H«use< 
But  there  was  one  subject  named  in  the  President's  mes- 
sage, wbicti  his  colleague  (for  which  Mr.  B.  said  he  was 
entitled  to  his  thanks)  had  proposed  to  give  a  direction 
to  such,  as  it  was  altogether  proper  that  it  should  take; 
and  the  gentleman  from  New  York  at  the  bead  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  CAXBaaLaiie]  bad, 
.with  candor  and  propriety,  said  he  would  not  oppose 
what  appeared  tonim  right  and  proper,  though  Uie  gen- 
ticBUuiU  collesgue  [Ur.  ViUDiarosb]  hitd  culed  him  to 
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account  for  it.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  if  the  House  shall  re- 
ject this  proposition  of  my  colleague,  they  will  in  effect 
declare  that  tttere  are  no  duties  for  the  Committee  on 
Manufactares  to  perform;  and  their  decision  ought  to  be 
followed  up  by  striking  out  that  committee  from  the  list 
ofttaoding  committees  of  the  House.  With  lh»  plain 
propontion  before  u>,  I  call  upon  gentlemen  from  States 
representlBg  that  great  interest  in  this  House  to  Tote  on 
this  question  understandingty  and  deliberatelyt  and  if 
they  are  of  opinion  that  ibe  subject  of  protective  duties 
does  not  belong  to  the  Committee  un  Hanufacturr8>  but  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance;  if  the  time  has  come  when 
the  only  question  on  this  subject  is  a  question  of  finance, 
let  it  he  BO  settled,  and  let  the  people  understand  ac- 
cordingly. Gentlemen,  in  hit  opinion,  (Hr.  B.  aaid,) 
preKBt  a  fUse  Ime  in  this  debate,  when  they  ask,  shall 
a  question  of  finance  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Manuftctures?  Whilst  the  true  question  is,  whether  a 
ques^n  of  manuhctures  shall  go  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance? There  is  in  the  President's  messsge  something — 
no  matter  how  much  or  how  little — there  is  still  some- 
thing in  it  which  relatesio  protective  dutiesi  and  that 
lomething,  whatever  it  is,  rightfully  belongs  to  the  ju- 
rudietion  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

But,  said  Mr.  B. ,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  raises 
a  note  of  triumph  because  the  President,  in  his  last  an- 
nual message,  has  omitted  tu  bring  to  tlie  attention  of 
Congress  our  manufacturing  interests.  Hecongratnlates 
the  country  upon  the  return  to  the  principles  ot  1800. 
The  gentleman  most  probably  alluded  to  a  later  period 
in  the  history  of  the  Gorernmentt  but  ai  he  ii  a  very 
young  man,  such  a  miatake  is  quite  ezouiable.  I  pre- 
sume, in  bis  opinion,  it  was  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  whidi  conatltuied  the  golden  days  of  the  re- 
poblic.  But  if  the  gentleman  looks  to  the  executive  mes- 
sages of  that  illustrious  President  to  sustain  what  be  con- 
siders the  doctrine  of  the  last  meassge  in  relation  to  the 
protective  ^Btem,  he  will  find  bimseff  sadly  disappointed. 

In  bis  official  communications,  Hr.  Jcnerson  express- 
ed the  deepest  interest  in  the  success  of  "internal  man- 
ufactures." He  commends  them  to  the  care  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  and  expresses  ihe  opinion  that,  "  under 
the  auspices  of  cheaper  materials  and  subaistencr,  the 
freedom  of  labor  from  taxation,  and  of  protecting  duties 
and  prohibitions,  they  will  become  permanent."  These 
vere  the  principles  which  directed  the  Government  at 
the  time  to  which  the  gentleman  adverted.  I  regret  ex- 
tremely that  tbey  did  not  find  more  favor  in  the  councils 
which  produced  the  last  message  of  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate. 

For  the  interest  of  the  country,  I  regret  most  deeply 
that  the  Pre«dent  should  not  have  deemed  the  great 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  country  worthy  to  be 
-brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Legislature  in  hia  last  annu- 
al message.  It  is  a  departure  from  the  policy  and  prin- 
ciples which  prevailed  in  those  golden  days  of  the  re- 
public of  which  the  gentleman  spoke,  which  the  country 
nay  have  cause  to  deplore.  I  wish  it  had  been,  what 
the  gentleman  erroneously  supposed  it  was,  on  this  sub- 
ject, a  return  to  the  principles  which  then  prevailed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  made  a  few  further  observations  in  sup- 

Sort  of  this  proposition,  to  which,  representing,  as  be 
id,  a  paK  of  the  country  deeply  interested  in  manufac- 
tures, tie  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  knew  too  well  what  had  been  the  practice  of 
the  House  in  reference  to  this  subject,  to  take  the  ground 
wbidi  his  colleague  [Mr.  Vi.TTDaarotiL]  had  takeni  he 
knew  that  the  pr*ciice  of  the  House  had  been  to  refer 
the  subject  of  the  larifi'  as  well  lo  the  Cominitlee  on 
Maouftctures  aa  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means; 
which  bis  colleague,  who  bad  not  that  gentleman's  ex- 
perience, it  appewed,  did  not  know.  Mr.  A.  refcned 


to  the  journals  of  the  House  for  vatioua  precedents  in 
support  of  bis  view  of  the  practice  of  Ihe  House.  At 
the  Ist  session  of  the  23d  Congress,  for  example,  apoa 
the  dissection  of  the  President's  message,  a  rcouhitioB 
was  adopted  fliRt  ki  much  of  it  as  relatedio  fioaneea^  the 
public  debt,  the  state  of  tbc  revenue.  Sec,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  Ways  and  Ueans.  But  there  wu 
adopted  also  another  resolution,  that  so  mucli  of  said 
message  as  relates  to  manuhctures  and  a  modification  of 
the  tariff  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  MaDubctwea. 
At  that  sesnon,  both  Iheae  committees  reported  on  tbe 
subject,  &c.  Mr.  A.  cited  several  other  similar  cases 
from  thejournala.  In  the  coarse  ofbis  obsemtiona,  Hr. 
A.  alluded  to  what  bas  been  caDed  tbe  coaiproaiise  bil^ 
as  a  bill  not  nutared  in  tiiis  House,  but  agreed  upon  be- 
tween  individuals  in  the  other  wing  of  tbe  Capitol,  with- 
out consulting  the  interests  .of  Ibe  manufacturers,  and 
sent  here  to  be  proposed  as  an  amendment  lo  tbe  b'Ai 
reported  by  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana,  and 
then  passed  as  the  bill  of  this  House.  He  did  not  know 
that  any  member  from  Hasaachusells,  in  thia  House  or 
in  the  othe  r  House,  had  any  agenqr  in  this  moTcment.  For 
his  part,  he  said,  he  washed  bis  bands  of  it  aUogelher. 
Mr.  A.  concluded  by  saying  that,  ifitbc  tbe  pleaaureol 
tbe  House  to  exclude  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
from  all  consideration  of  the  interest  of  mamifactDres,  be 
must  of  course  submit  to  it.  But,  by  the  motion  which  be 
bad  made,  he  bad  at  least  taken  care  that  he  abooM  not 
be  chargeable  with  neglect  of  the  duty  with  which  he 
had  been  charged  under  a  rule  of  the  House. 

Hr.  TOUC&r  wislied,  if  ptweticablr,  or  in  order, 
for  a  division  of  tbe  question.  He  iwd  be  was  willing  to 
refer  the  subject  to  both  commiUeei^  in  iu  twofold  char- 
acter) first,  to  call  upon  the  Committee' <^  Ways  and 
Ueans  to  report  their  views  upon  it,  as  it  related  to  the 
revenue)  ami,  next,  to  refer  it  to  tbe  Committee  <ni 
Hanufacturrs,  for  tbeir  views  as  to  its  effect  opon  the 
subject  of  protecting  duties.  The  amendnent  of  3ir. 
Adams,  be  conceived,  would  take  away  frcm  the  cam> 
mittee  even  so  much  jurisdiction  over  tbe  subject  aa 
every  one  admitted  properly  to  belonf^o  it. 

Mr.  EVERETT  suggested  a  modification  of  tbe  mo- 
tion, by  merely  striking  out  the  words  of  the  tn-iginal 
resolution,  "and  every  thing  connected  therewith;" 
which,  he  thought,  would,  without  tbe  exception  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Adams,  meet  at  tbe  same  time  bis  views 
and  Uiose  of  tbe  gentleman  from  CounecUcat. 

Mr.  ADAMS  would  have  been  willii>|r  to  allow  tbc 
resolution  lo  be  adopted  as  it  was  originally  reported,  \1 
it  bad  not  been  so  eiclusive  in  its  character.  He  •«! 
willingnow  to  lake  tbe  resolution  aa  it  stood,  «ilh^e 
understanding  that  Ihe  House  would  pass  the  additioosl 
resolution  which  he  had  moved  as  part  of  his  anieitd- 
ment.    Mr.  A.  modified  his  motion  accordingly. 

The  question  wu  then  taken  on  Mr.  A*s  modified  mo- 
tion, to  add  tbe  following) 

"  Jnd  rewfcerf.  That  so  much  of  Ihe  said  mamg^  u 
relates  to  the  protective  duties,  and  eve^  tbmg  ecn- 
nected  therewith,  be  refierrcd  to  the  Committee  vm  Man- 
ufacturea." 

Mr.  GILLET  moved  to  amend  Nr.  Adams's  resohi- 
tion  by  inserting  after  "  duliea"  the  words  on  manfac- 
tured  articles."  Krjectcd;  and  Mr.  AoAMa'spropoutkm 
was  then  adopted,  and  Ibe  third  resolution  was  agreed 
to  as  thus  amended. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  Ihe  consideration  of 
the  12ih  of  the  raid  resolutions;  which  isaa  follows: 

13.  Resohed,  That  so  much  of  tbe  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  amv-ding  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
together  with  all  propositions  and  resolutions  aubniiltrd 
at  the  last  and  present  sessions  of  Congress^  propoung 
amendmenU  to  the  cunstiluttoiH  be  referred  to  a  tekct 
committee,  lo  be  composed  ef  nine  MDbcra. 
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A  motion  wu  made  by  Ur.  GALBRAITH  to  'macrX  in 
uid  resolutioo^  after  the  word  **reio)utioni,"  in  the  third 
line,  "  vrbich  bitve  been  or  raty  bet"  and  to  add  at  the 
end  of  said  resolution,  '<  and  tbat  said  committee  be  re- 
quired to  malce  report  on  or  before  the  lA  day  of  Jbou- 
iry  next." 

Tbeae  propositions  were  rejected,  and  the  13lh  reso' 

lulion  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
The  15th  resolution  wu  then  read,  as  follows: 
15.  Reeototd,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message 

ai  relates  to  the  "condition  of  the  varioua executive  de- 

Eartments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  (hey  have 
een  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of 
the  public  buuness  in  all  of  tbem,  and  the  causes  of  com- 
plaint, from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  whidi  they 
iiave  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation,"  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine  members,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  pipers,  and  with  instruc' 
tions  to  inquire  Into  the  condition  of  the  various  execu- 
tive departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
they  have  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
public  business  has  been  discharged  in  all  of  them,  and 
into  all  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manoer  in  which  said  departmenls,  or  their  bureaus  or 
offices,  or  any  of  their  onicers  or  agents,  of  every  de- 
scription whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with 
them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in  duties 
pertaining  to  tbe  public  interest,  hare  fulfilled  or  failed 
to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creation,  or  have  vio- 
lated their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  impaired  the  pub- 
lic service  and  interesti  and  tbat  said  committee^  in  its 
inquiries,  msy  refer  to  such  periods  of  time  as  to  ibem 
may  seem  expedient  and  proper. 

Ur.  PKARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  said,  as  tbi«  subject 
was  likely  to  give  rise  to  debate,  he  would  move  an  ad- 
joummenti  but  gave  way  to  tbe  Cuib»  to  present  an  ex- 
ecutive communication. 

Mr.  TALIAFBHRO  asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution 
providing  for  going  into  tbe  election  of  a  chaplain  on  tbe 
part  of  tbe  House,  at  3  o*clock  on  Friday,  the  16th,  but 
It  waa  objected  to. 
The  motion  of  Ur.  Pxakcx  to  adjourn  recurring- 
Mr.  PEYTON  wished  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  if 
bis  motion  to  adjourn  was  predicated  on  his  own  inten> 
tion  to  address  the  Uouae  on  the  subject  of  the  resolu- 
tion) because,  if  such  was  the  case,  Mr.  P.  would  not 
oppose  it. 

Mr.  PGARCB  replied  tbat  he  would  claim  no  privi- 
lege on  that  account;  and  whether  he  ahould  speak  upon 
the  question  or  not,  he  was  not  then  prepared  to  say. 

■The  House  then  w^oamed. 

Thuksdat,  DacBxaiB  15. 
THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  House  resumed  tbe  cratideration  of  Uie  fifteenth 
of  tbe  resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  House  on  the  13th  instant,  on  the  Preudent's 
messi^,  which  resolution  is  in  the  terms  following: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as 
relates  to  the  "condition  of  tbe  various  executive  de- 
parttneots,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have 
been  conducted,  the  vigiluit  and  faithful  dtschsrge  of 
the  public  business  in  all  of  them,  and  the  causes  of 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which 
they  luve  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  crerfion,"  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine  members, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  c6ndition  of  the  various 
executive  departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with 
wbich  Ihey  have  been  conducted,  into  tbe  manner  in 
which  the  public  business  bas  been  discharged  in  all  of 
theiDf  tad  into  all  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter. 


at  the  manner  in  which  aaid  departments,  or  their  bu- 
reaus or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of 
every  descriplion  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  con- 
nected with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially, 
in  duties  pertaining  4o  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled 
or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creation,  or 
have  violated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  impaired 
the  public  service  and  interesti  *nd  that  said  committee, 
in  its  inquiries  may  refer  to  such  periods  of  time  as  to 
them  may  seem  expedient  and  proper. 

Mr.  PEABCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  went  at  some  length 
into  an  argument  in  opposition  to  the  resolution.  The 
resolution,  he  said,  was  predicated  on  a  clause  in  the 
President's  message  which  waa  not  ususi,  and  perhspa 
it  was  gratuitous  on  the  part  of  the  President.  Tlie 
question  was,  whether  it  was  necessat^.  because  the 
President,  in  his  last  annual  message,  with  an  overflow 
of  feeling  towards  the  heads  of  the  executive  depsrt- 
ments — as  he  believed  him  to  have  the  kindest  feelings 
toward  all  men  living — had  thought  proper  to  compli- 
ment them,  it  was  necessary  to  hare  an  investigating 
committee  to  ascertain  whether  he  spoke  the  truth. 
Although  it  waa  not  the  usual  course,  still  the  President 
had  a  precedent.  Many  years  ago,  Ur.  Monroe  stepped 
out  of  the  usual  course  to  compliment  the  then  head  of 
the  War  Department,  [Mr.  Caihouit.]  But  because  he 
did  this,  no  committee  was  raised  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  the  compliment  was  deserved.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  resolution,  becsuse  the  direct  object  of  it  was  to 
ascertain  whether  tbe  President  spoke  the  (ruth  or  not. 
He  then  went  on  to  show  that  all  the  subjects  contem- 
plated to  be  investigated  by  this  proposed  select  com- 
mittee were  provided  for  by  the  House  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  committees.  Among  these  com- 
mittees was  that  of  Ways  and  Means;  and  it  was  tbe  duty 
of  tbat  committee  to  take  into  consideration  and  report 
upon  all  "such  reports  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  kll  such  propositions  relative  to  the  revenue,  as 
might  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House;  to  inquire  into 
tbe  state  of  the  public  debt  or  tbe  revenue,  and  of  the 
expenditures,  and  to  report  from  time  to  time  their  c^in- 
ion  thereoni  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several 
public  departments,  and  particularly  into  the  laws  ma- 
king  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to  report  whether 
the  moneys  hsve  been  disbursed  conrormably  with  such 
laws;  and  also  to  report  from  time  to  time  such  provis- 
ions and  arrsngements  as  msy  be  necessary  to  add  lo  the 
economy  of  the  departments,  and  tbe  accountability  of 
their  officers."  That  committee  was  required  to  do  all  < 
that  any  select  committer,  however  raised,  could  do. 
Besides  this,  there  were  other  committees,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  departments, 
and  the  expenditures  thereor.  Every  gentleman  must 
recollect  that,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  gentleman  - 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  SaapraitD,]  chairman  of  one 
of  tbeae  committees,  investigated  tho  afTaira  of  some  of 
these  departments,  made  a  report,  and  the  repoit  WM 
acted  on  by  the  House)  and  could  not  that  heretofore 
ddlie  be  again  done^  He  aubmitted  to  the  House,  then, 
to  say  whether  this  resolution  was  not  gratuitous,  uitcill- 
ed  for,  and  had  nothing  to  justify  it,  except  the  para- 
graph alluded  to  in  the  President's  messige.  Another 
objection  he  bad  to  it  was,  that  gentlemen  said  it  was 
not  intended  to  be  raised,  out  of  any  hostile  feeling  tu 
tbe  President  of  the  United  States.  Well,  what  were 
the  Secretary  of  SUte,  Treasury,  War,  Navy,  &c.? 
They  were  Uie  mere  mouth-pieces  of  tbe  President; 
men  selected  to  do  what  he  could  not  do  himself.  Mr. 
P.  resd  the  law  relating  to  the  Ueparluient  of  State, 
showing  his  duties,  and  showing  that  the  head  of  that 
Department  was  created  to  do  for  the  President,  under 
the  law,  tbat  which  the  President  could  not  do  in  per- 
son. How,  then,  could  gentlemen  say  that  the  Frcrident 
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wu  not  implicated,  when  the  tcts  of  his  miniiten  were 
nolbing  more  nor  len  than  hii  acts'  Let  genilemen 
take  the  bull  by  the  horoi.  If  they  had  any  allrgationa 
to  make  a^iut  the  Preatdent*  let  them  do  ao  in  form. 
While  paiHog;  on  the  «eu  of  bit  principal  public  officera, 
they  neceaaarily  paiied  on  tbe  acts  of  the  President  htm- 
aelf.  He  then  proceeded  tu  sbow  that  tbe  Uwa  of  the 
land  threw  around  individuals  certain  guardsf  they  were 
not  to  be  arraigned  without  notice,  be.  But  how  were 
tbe  heada  of  tbeae  departments  to  be  heard  and  tried 
under  the  reiolutiMif  They  were  to  bare  no  hearing 
and  no  trial,  and  were  to  be  diafranebiaed  and  diveitea 
of  their  rightSt  upon  the  mere  rumors  of  newspapers 
and  gouip  of  old  women.  There  never  was  a  commit- 
tee raisea  upon  mere  suggestion  and  gossip,  without 
something  like  a  charge  or  an  alkgation.  Th«n  let  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Win,]  or  any  other  gen- 
tleman, make  out  a  cbaige  against  tbe  President,  and 
he  might  have  as  large  a  committer,  and  have  it  clothed 
with  what  powers  he  pleased;  but  until  this  course  should 
be  adopted,  he  was,  and  fbould  be,  opposed  to  tbe  adop- 
tion  of  the  resolution.  Who  could  tell  wbat  powers  this 
committee  might  aaaumef  it  might  require  the  depart- 
ments to  submit  to  it  all  matters  connected  with  removal, 
or  it  might  assume  any  other  authority  it  pleased.  The 
resolution  claimed  a  greater  scope  for  the  committee 
than  was  ever  granted  to  a  committee  of  that  House,  or 
any  other  legislative  tribunal.  When  were  its  powera  to 
cease}  Who  could  tell  this?  from  tbe  form  oi  tbe  reto- 
lution*  nevert  because  they  were  to  take  cognisance  of 
all  matters,  from  all  qusrters  of  tbe  Unioni  from  every 
town,  village,  city,  and  hamtet;  all  causes  of  comptaint, 
from  responsible  and  irresponsible  sources;  of  all  the  ten 
thousand  cbargea  which  an  old  bdy,  who  had  chai^  of 
•  paper  in  this  city,  bad  made,  and  the  ten  thousand 
nure  wbicb  she  pt<A>ably  would  make. 

But,  air,  said  Ur.  P.,  this  was  to  be  looiewhat  an  ex 
parte  proceeding.  Buppose  the  heads  of  some  of  these 
departments  ^all  have  done  some  commendable  acts. 
The  committee  will  nut  be  bound  nor  required  to  look 
into  it.  No,  sir,  their  object  will  be  to  arraign  tliera 
and  bring  them  to  trial,  and  inflict  puniahmeiit  upon 
them.  Perhaps  the  committee  might  wish  to  inquire 
into  tbe  causes  which  take  some  of  the  beads  of  depart- 
ments home  to  their  native  States,  to  ascertain  whether 
they  want  to  operate  on  the  pulitio  of  such  Slatea. 
Well,  hir,  the  Secretary  of  Sute  went  home  during  the 
hat  summer)  and,  if  his  object  was  to  operate  on  the 
politics  of  Georgia,  he  met  wtth  but  poor  success.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  al&o  went  bomej  but  bis  going,  if 
he  did  go  for  political  cITect,  only  added  to  the  strength 
of  tbe  party  opposed  to  bim.  If  tbe  results  in  ibue 
States  were  tbe  consequence  of  their  viut^  tt  would 
have  been  much  better  they  had  not  gone.  But  suppose, 
as  tbe  President  has  saidt  that  all  of  the  beads  ol  these 
departments  shall  have  faithfully  done  their  duty,  we 
shall  have  no  report  from  this  committee  on  the  subject. 
It  was  to  be  a  fault-Bnding  cotnmitleei  their  object  WkS 
to  condemn,  and  not  to  compliment  the  President  otohis 
ministers.  U  there  was  want  of  fidelity  in  the  depart- 
ments^ you  would  have  no  report  from  itus  committee. 
Although  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  may  have  lils 
Department  in  such  a  condition  that  any  thing  wliich 
is  brought  against  it,  either  I'rom  ghuat  or  goblin  damned, 
could  not  em:ct  it}  although  thfe  Postmaster  General  n  ay 
have  produced  order  out  ol'  cliaos,  and  ahhough  the 
Secretary  of  War  may  have  discharged  with  the  greatest 
ability  two  ofiices,  nut  a  word  will  be  said  in  their  favor 
by  Ihii  committee:  thtir  object,  ex  vi  termini,  will  be  lu 
undo  what  tbe  President  baa  done  t  or,  failing  in  that,  ibey 
vill  do  nothlBg.  Committees  of  that  House  were  rais«.d 
for  apei^  causes,  for  causes  ihowo.  Wbat  wertf  the 
cauwi  shown  why  Uiii  committee  iboiild  be  riiied? 


What  were  the  specifications?  Then,  unlets  tbey  vm 
to  innovate  on  the  nilea  of  tbe  House,  tbey  could  not 
adopt  this  resolution  in  its  present  form.  Let  a  rewht. 
tion  be  introduced  in  due  form,  and  be  insnned  bo 
friend  of  the  Bzecutive  on  that  floor  would  ibrink  fras 
an  investigation.  Let  the  charges  be  made  sg*iiut  tbe 
Executive  and  his  ministers^  jointly  and  severally,  ind 
he  thought  he  could  safely  aay  none  would  ihriok  from 
the  investigation.  It  waa  not  bis  buiioess  to  go  iota 
Roman  history,  from  the  age  of  Augustus  to  that  of  Til» 
riu^  for  tbe  purpose  of  finding  out  examples  of  nea 
who  bad  waded  through  blood  to  powert  sad  if  tie  did 
so,  it  was  only  for  instruetion,  and  to  make  lum  the  more 
happy  that  he  lived  in  a  country  where  none  of  those 
scenes  were  enacted. 

Many  men,  Mr.  P.  said,  changed  their  mind*  ind 
opinions  of  men,  and  gat  to  diaapprove  the  couru  of 
those  they  used  to  admire. 

[Ur.  Wisasaid,  if  the  gentleman  alluded  to  bip,  he 
must  inform  him  that  he  never  was  in  Uie  mtuatioaet 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Mand  in  bis  Ufe.] 

Mr.  Fbabce  proceeded.  The  character  of  s  rution 
depended  venr  much  on  the  character  of  the  individuali 
at  tbe  head  of'^lhe  Government.  No  nation  wu  render, 
ed  more  valuable  by  their  resources  than  by  the  chirK- 
ter  and  reputation  of  the  individual  who  presided  over  il. 
Why  did  Virginia  hold  herself  so  high?  It  m'lgbt  b« 
somewhat  on  account  of  her  soil,  climate,  and  resoutcct, 
but  more  because  of  her  Washington,  her  Henryi,  ber 
Jefieraons,  and  her  Hadisons.  Their  eharacten  not  only 
gave  character  to  Virginia,  but  to  all  the  EUtes-  Wbjr 
was  he  (Mr.  P.)  proud  of  tbe  little  Slate  be  bid  tbe 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent.'  He,  to  be  sure,  might  be 
proud  of  her  great  resuurcest  but  more  proud,  bniuu 
it  was  the  land  of  Greene  and  Perry.  Seven  citictcoD- 
tended  for  the  honor  of  giving  birth  to  HomeriiDdtyitn- 
nical  as  Napoleon  might  have  been,  his  name  was  rem. 
ed  by  most  of  tbe  French  nation.  Wbat  would  Englud, 
the  List^Lochored  isle  of  tbe  ocean,  have  been,  if  it  ni 
not  for  her  poets,  her  phitosophera,  and  her  atatesmcnl 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  repeating  that  he  could  not  rote 
for  the  reaululion  in  it&  present  formi  and  at  ihennie 
time  said  he  would  not  dirink  from  the  reqionsibiliijpf 
an  investigation,  if  a  proper  committee  was  raised.  He 
submitted  to  the  House  the  following  amendinrDliS<rike 
out  all  aflcr  the  word  **  Bewked,^  and  iaKrt  tbe  hV 
lowing: 

"That  so  much  of  tbe  President'^  messsgeaiisiBAt 
following  words,  to  wit:  *  Before  concluding  thii  piptr, 
I  think  it  is  due  to  the  various  executive  departmcnutD 
bear  testimony  to  their  prosperous  condiUon,  and  to 
the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  cos- 
ducted.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  «f  tbea 
a  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  buiitst 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  jut 
cause  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  nsnDtrit 
which  tbey  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creslion.'  . 
be  referred  lo  a  select  committee  of  nine  memben,  «>>)> 
instructions  (o  inquire  into  any  specific  causes  of  coo* 
plaint  which  may  be  alleged  against  the  integrity  of  the 
administration  of  any  uf  tlie  departments  or  their  bu- 
reaus, or  the  vigilance  and  fidelity  with  which  ttieir  du- 
ties have  been  £seliarged;  and  that  said  committee  bin 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers." 

Hr.  PEYTON  rose  and  addressed  tbe  Chair  as  foUo": 
Mr.  Speaker:  I  was,  at  fimt,  somewhat  lurpnsecl 
that  the  gentleman  from  Kliode  Island  [Mr.  Pui"j 
should  be  found  in  opposition  to  this  investigstion.  Thit  , 
gentleman  was  once  the  xealous  advocate  of  rigid  scniti-  ^ 
ny  into  all  abuses  committed  by  public  ftinctinvKi  ^ 
In  an  eUborale  speech,  upon  this  floor,  be  ^i^J^ 
taioed  an  investigation  similar  to  the  one  now  propoiH 
bymy  fHcndfhnn Virginia,  [Ur.Wisx.]  AalluditoiK 
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cue  of  the  Wiscasset  collector.  But.  sir,  the  gentleman 
innouncn  the  fact  that  be  has  changed.  He  wai  then 
opposed  to  General  Jackson — violently  and  bitterly  op- 
posed to  him — and  be  mtniFeftted  that  opposition  in  ev- 
ery conceivable'  way,  and  upon  every  subject  that  arose. 
Dot  having  now  become  a  Jackson  mwiy  be  bat  under' 
gone,  it  seems,  a  complete  political  trainibniutioh.  And 
what  a  change  I  his  old  principles  discarded,  his  mental 
Tiskm  bi  total  and  disastrous  eclipse,  he  has  closed  bia 
eyes  upon  fraud,  and  peculation,  and  plunder! 

But,  sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  is  put  forward  as  the  champion  of  Andrew 
Jackson?  Has  tbat  distinguished  citizen  almdy  sunk 
BO  low  that  his  fame  and  reputation  are  committed  to  the 
keepii^  of  Nch  hands?  Ob*  apectacle,  mortifying  and 
humiliating,  to  the  honest  friends  and  original  support- 
en  of  Andrew  Jackson!  those  who  fought  with  him,  and 
voted  for  faimi  who  advocated  his  first  election  upon 
principle,  and  who,  unlike  the  gentleman,  yet  stand  op 
the  dauntless  advocates  of  the  same  principles!  What 
must  they  think*  how  must  they  feel,  when  they  are  in- 
formed that -the  Pretidenl's  reputation  as  a  statesman 
has  fallen  into  the  custody  of  that  gentleman,  who,  for- 
merly a  violeat,  loathed,  and  detested  anailant,  has 
thrown  himself  into  the  current  of  the  President's  popu- 
larity, strong  enough  to  beaj;  even  him  along,  and  is  now 
become  bis  pretended  fulsome  eulogist  and  defender? 

But,  sir,  to  the  gentleman's  objections,  or  rather  his 
pretended  objections,  to  the  proposed  inquiry.  He  has 
given  a  striking  specimen  of  the  cunning  and  tact  of  the 
sect  to  which  he  belongs,  by  the  issue  which  he  has 
made  up— a  false,  hypoerittcal  issue.  What  is  it?  Why, 
furtootb,  that  it  Involve*  the  President's  veracity !  that 
it  will  be,  does  the  President  speak  the  truth  when  he 
says  that  all  the  officers  are  '*  honest"  as  well  as  capa- 
ble! and  that  be,  good  tender-hearted  man,  cannot  en- 
dure to  hear  any  thing  which  infringes,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  upon  the  veracity  of  that  bigii  funetionary.  Un- 
der  this  false  and  fraudiOent  iisue  the  gentleman  takes 
shelter^  and  expects  to  escape  all  inquiry,  all  inveati- 
gation.  Is  ailment  required  to  expose  a  position  so 
monstrous?  Will  not  every  high-minded  man  in  the  na- 
tion look  upon  It  with  acorn  and  indignation?  Sir,  I  de- 
ny and  denounce  thts  sa  that  false  issue  which  has  so  long 
been  the  shield  of  the  party,  and  behind  which  they  al- 
ways skulk  at  the  slightest  approach  of  danger.  The 
President  says  tbat  tbey  are  honest,  and  the  gentleman 
aays  you  are  not  to  prove  them  to  be  rogues,  because 
that  would  be  to  make  out  the  President  a  liar.  What 
■  position! 

Did  the  President  write  the  paragraph  in  bis  message, 
laudatory  of  these  officers,  which  the  gentleman  himself 
ndmita  is  unusual  in  such  a  document,  and  which,  [  am 
sure,  has  no  precedent  or  parallelf  No,  sir,  not  one 
word  of  it;  and  be  does  not  know,  at  thit  moment,  that 
It  ia  there.  What  is  it,  sir,  which  these  gentlemen,  ao 
Able  and' 10  honest,  have  introduced  into  the  message, 
and  now  claim  that  it  is  evidence  of  so  high  and  sacred 
A  nature  that  it  cannot  be  examined  or  impeached? 
Here  it  is; 

*'  Before  concluding  this  paper,  I  think  it  due  to  the 
varioua  executive  departments  to  bear  testimony  to 
their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  ttie  ability  and  integ* 
Tity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted.  It  has  been 
my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a  vigibnt  and  raithful 
diaehaive  of  the  public  business;  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
tne  to  believe  that  there  ts  no  just  cause  of  complaint, 
from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  wbidi  they  have  ful- 
filled the  fAjects  of  their  creation." 

Did  Andrew  Jackson  write  (his  sweeping  certificate  of 
mor»l  character  for  these  gentlemen?  No,  nr,  no.  I 
oleaM]  noR  ut  faeium.  It  is  not  his  deed.  Tbey  have 
fnuadulentfy  inuiggled  it  it  into  bis  neiiafe,  to  erade 


scrutiny  into  their  conduct.  Instead  of  stifling  inquiry, 
it  is  of  itself  a  cause  of  suspicion.  I  say,  sir,  tbat  the 
President  did  not  write  it;  in  support  of  which  averment 
I  have  evidence  satisfactory,  at  least  to  my  own  mind, 
and  such  as  should  bs  made  known  to  this  House,  to  the 
country  at  tarn,  and  to  posterity.  It  should  thus  b* 
m»de  known,  in  order  to  shield  the  name  and  ftme  of 
the  President  ^om  that  imputation  which,  in  all  time  to 
come,  would  attach  to  them,  in  consequence  of  this  fla- 
grant abuse  of  the  confidence  reposed  by  him  in  others. 
The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  wbich,  accord- 
ing to  osage,  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  President 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  inform  him  of 
the  nadiness  of  Congress  to  receive  the  very  message 
in  question,  found  htm  extended  on  a  sick  eoneh,  scarce^ 
ly  able  to  raise  bis  hand.  On  the  ere  of  their  departure, 
he  urged  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [!rir.  Gauirsr]  to 
come  back  soon,  and  talk  with  him;  that  be  was  lone- 
some, wanted  company,  and  wished  to  have  hts  friends 
about  him.  The  Senator  (alas,  tbat  it  should  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  invoke  the  attendance  of  friends,  and  of 
such  fiiends!)  did  return,  and  remained* with  the  Pren- 
dent  more  than  an  hour,  during  which  time  he  never  al- 
luded to  the  subject  of  politics.  He  spoke  of  dying,  of 
the  Hermitage,  of  his  hope  that  be  might  be  snareo  till 
he  could  reach  it  in  the  spring.  His  ihongtita  were 
with  hts  heart,  "  and  that  was  far  away,"  dwelling  upon 
other  and  doubtless  holier  meditations  than  writing  eu- 
logies upon  public  functionaries,  whose  conduct  be  waa 
in  no  situation  to  examine,  and  who,  if  tbey  were  hon- 
est, needed  not  his  testimony  to  the  fact. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  bu  another  ob- 
jection to  the  mode  of  proceeding  proposed  by  my  friend 
from  Virginia.  He  says  that  it  is  unnecessary,  because, 
by  the  standing  rules  of-the  House,  the  investigation  into 
all  such  matters  is  enjoined,  as  a  duty,  upon  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.    The  rule  alluded  to  by  the 

gsntleman  reads  as  follows:  *'  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
ommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  take  into  considera- 
tion all  such  reports  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
all  auch  propositions  relative  to  the  revenue,  as  may  be 
referred  to  them  by  the  House,  8cc.;  to  examine  into 
the  state  of  the  several  public  departments,  and  partic- 
ularly into  the  laws  making  appropriations  of  moneys, 
and  to  report  whether  the  moneys  have  been  disbursed 
conformably  with  such  bws;  and  also  to  report,  from 
time  to  time,  such  proviaioiw  and  arrangements  as  may 
be  necessary  to  add  to  the  economy  of  the  departments, 
and' to  the  accountability  of  their  officers."  And  yet  the 
gentleman,  in  a  subsequent  part  of  his  argument,  con- 
tended that  the  exercise,  by  the  House,  of  such  a  power 
as  is  hereby  enjoined  upon  one  of  its  standing  commit- 
tees, would  be  a  disfranchisement  of  the  hnds  of  de- 
partments! An  ex  parte  trial  and  conviotion,  according 
to  the  ru1e<  of  the  common  law!  The  rule  referred  to  by 
the  gentleman  shows  the  sense  entertained  by  the  House 
in  relation  to  the  necessity  of  such  investigations  as  the 
one.  proposed  into  the  state  and  condition  of  the  several 
departments,  with  a  view  to  the  rigid  accounubility  of 
public  officers,  and  the  legal  disbursement  of  the  public 
moneys. 

But,  sir,  is  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  the  ap- 
propriate committee  to  make  such  examinations?  I<ook 
at  the  past.  How  long  have  complaints  of  malversation 
in  office  been  rin^ng  in  the  ears  of  gentlemen?  Look 
at  the  formation  of  tnat  committee.  Its  chairman  [Mr. 
CAMBBiLKas]  labors  under  a  political,  if  not  a  legal, 
disability  to  institute  and  conduct  tliem  with  efficiency. 
Dare  be  move  in  such  a  cause?  No,  sir;  be  would  seal 
his  fate  forever.  But  if  tbat  committee  were  forced  by 
the  House  into  the  investigation,  with  what  hope  of  sue- 
.  cess  could  we  rely  upon  it?  The  head  of  eacn  depart- 
ment would  band  over  to  the  ohnirman  M  that  corn- 
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mittee  such  a  statement  m  be  might  cbooae  to  send 
here. 

Why.  sir,  it  would  be  like  the  trial  of  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney. Reuben  hu  been  tried,  and,  ai you  will  be  ^lad 
to  hear,  acquitted,  linee  Uie  last  MHioa.  But  bov  triedf 
Not  by  a  committee  of  thit  Houie?  No^  sir;  he  was 
tried  on  the  other  nde  oC  the  Allefrhante^  whUe  the 
witnemt  and  Ihe  proaecutor  were  a  thousand  miles 
off.  He  was  tried  at  Jonesborough,  TenDessee*  before 
the  President  of  the  United  States)  the  prosecutor  not 
my  friend  from  Virginis,  [Mr.  Wisk,]  but  one  John 
Kennedy,  who  prwecuted  Reuben  so  handsomely,  that 
he  bat  linoe  been  rewarded  by  an  appointment.  Reu- 
ben was  arraigned  before  the  Preiident  in  « large  crowd, 
the  obargvi  against  him  to  drawn  up  that  they  could  all 
be  aniwered  in  bis  fovor  without  touehrnff  the  true  issues 
which  involve  his  guilt  or  innocence.  They,  in  effect, 
asked  the  President — is  Reuben  a  saint,  or  is  he  a  sin- 
wri  *'He  is  a  persecuted  patriot,  sin  persecuted  on 
account  of  his  opposition  to  the  United  State*  Bank." 
*•  There!"  swd  they,  "do  you  hear  that^"  and  the  ihout, 
hurra  for  Reuben,  was  loud  and  long.  But,  nr,  the  gen- 
tleman choae  to  wander  from  the  aobjtet  before  the 
Huusr,  and  carry  this  political  war  into  Tennessee.  This 
ia  contrary  to  the  policy  of  his  State  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain.  She  then  had  a  higher  regard  fbr 
State  lines  and  State  sovereigntyt  her  patriotiim  wai  on- 
ly commeoBurale  with  her  small  limtti. 

He  rcpreaents  the  Preudent  at  gmng  to  the  Hermllafe 
on  private  budnets,  and  teenu  to  justify  all  which  his 
par^  attempted  to  achieve  by  the  Prendent's  visit  to 
I'enneasee.  A  private  visit  to  the  Hermitage!  They 
scarcely  gave  him  lime  to  shake  hands  with  the  old  family 
servants  at  the  Hermitage.  He  was  hurried  from  place 
to  place,  dragged  along  through  dust  and  heat  to  public 
meetings^  at  towns,  and  villages,  and  cross.roads,  and 
country  stores}  carried  through  Tennessee  and  Alsbamat 
brought  Inck,  and  taken  through  Kentucky*  by  the  way 
of  Cincinnati,  (o  Washington.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  resorted  to  every  art  to  excite  and  induce  htm  to 
take  an  active  part  in  the  election;  and  they  now  talk  of 
a  private  vinit  to  tlie  Hermitage!  Sir,  I  was  told  this 
morning,  ss  I  entered  the  Capitol,  that  some  one~(if  the 
members  from  Tennessee  denied  certain  facts  which 
every  one  there  knows  to  be  true.  I  hope,  sir*  that  no 
such  denial  hat  been  made.  But,  if  it  has,  I  staml  ready 
to  meet  the  gentleman,  and  maintain  the  truth  of  ifaote 
facts  any  where.  The  President  assailed  me  for  the  course 
which  he  said  I  bad  pursued  in  relation  to  the  bill  which 
contained  the  appropriation  to  carry  intoelfect  the  Cher- 
okee treaty,  berore  he  lefl  the  city,  which  complaint  he 
frequently  repeated  on  his  way  to  the  Hermitage.  At 
Knoxville,  a  gentleman  produced  the  Globe  newspaper, 
which  showed  that  1  had  voted  and  spoken  in  lupport  of 
that  measure.  But  it  bad  no  effect,  for  he  continued  to 
tpeak  of  It  as  he  bad  done  before.  At  Sparta,  he  de- 
nounced my  friend  ftvm  Vic^nia  [Mr.  Wist]  as  a  liar. 
At  the  house  of  Mr*.  Ssunders,  in  Sumner  county, 
Tennessee,  be  staled  that  my  colleague  [Ur.  Bsli.] 
"told  twenty  Ilea  in  one  speech,  and  knew  them  to  be 
lies  at  the  time;"  and  that  Peyton  was  a  greater  liar  than 
Bell.  In  passing  through  the  district  oT  my  colleague, 
[Ur.  FoRBSTiK,]  his  very  able  speech  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  having  been  mentioned,  the  President  stated 
that  any  roan  could  get  as  good  a  speech  as  that  written 
at  Washington  for  five  dollars."  When  asked  how  hlr. 
Huntsman  was,  in  relation  to  political  -parties,  "  He  ia 
on  the  fence,"  said  the  General,  "and  no  one  knows 
which  side  he  wilt  fall."  The  constituents  of  another 
one  of  my  eolleaguei  inquired,  *<  Well,  General,  what 
do  you  think  of  our  representativet  Mr.  Shieldif" 
*'0h!"  said  be,  **he  isof  no  account,  tir,  no  account; 
turn  bin  out,  tod  send  some  one  in  hit  place  who  is  of 


aome  account."  1  have  repeated  these  tbinp,  lir,  not 
on  account  of  any  pleasure  they  affurd  me,  but  hecmt 
tboae  vei7  gentlemen  who  were  the  came  of  these  a* 
bibiUont  are  now  denying  them.  Let  any  naa  deny  ^ 
ttttrnent  who  dare. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  calls  upon  oi  is 
take  "the  bull  by  the  hornsi*'  "to  move  so  impcid^ 
ment  against  the  President  at  once;"  says  that  "he  it 
accountable  for  the  acts  of  his  ministers,  and  soy  attKk 
upon  them  ia  in  effect  an  impeachment  of  him."  Tta 
it  strange  doctrine  to  me,  sir.   We  wish  to  rope  thne 
calves,  and  drag  tbem,  bleating  at  they  go,  froB  the 
Treasury,  fur  they  hive  been  sucking  too  lawalmdr; 
and  the  gentleoun  s^  no^  "  take  the  bnll  by  the  koni." 
Move  an  impeaebmeot  against  the  President,  itdccd! 
He  accouDUble,  criminally  accountable  for  the  vaat  ol 
integrity  on  the  ptrt  of  his  ministers!    Was  Ihereem 
any  thing  more  impudent  than  this?   Becann  G<Mnl 
Jackson  is  a  patriot,  does  it  follow  that  Reuben  U.  Whit 
ney  ia  any  thing  but  what  the  world  knows  him  to  bt> 
Because  General  Jackson  is  an  honest  man,  does  it  fol- 
low that  Amos  Kendall,  and  all  the  otiier  "  hirefiiwi,'' 
as  he  calls  them,  are  honest  too?    This,  rir,  is  Vbem- 
trine  of  the  party — the  doctrine  of  men  into  wbote  bindi 
the  government  of  (he  country  has  fallen.   But,  it,  the 
gentleman,  in  thus  ahuffling  himtelf  under  the  protectiif 
mantle  of  the  President,  but  displays  tbe  usual  ttct  of 
the  party  to  which  he  belongs.   Tbey  are  all  pstiisti, 
iftbc  President  be  a  patriot.   They  are  all  hooeit  ncs, 
if  the  President  be  an  honest  man.   Sir,  let  ne  pit  t 
case  in  common  life  to  illustrate  thit  doctrine;  one  utiich 
every  farmer  will  understand.    Take  any  man  ofKm- 
ty  years  of  age,  put  him  on  a  farm  with  sixty  btadi  to 
control,  give  him  g  full  crop — corn,  tobacco,  and  soull 
grain — can  he  manage  tbem  so  that  do  part  of  the  ctop 
will  suffer?    Suppote  hit  foremen  are  faithless  nd 
roguish,  that  tbey  are  detected  marauding  the  country  of 
nights,  taken  with  their  pigs  and  turkeys,  their  chickw 
and  potatoes,  upon  them,  could  Ui^y  pwad  the  rtrtueiof 
their  master  as  a  justification  of  tbeir  crimes?  Could 
you  not  lynch  them  without  meaning  to  -nflict  blo«i  up- 
on tbe  good  old  man  whose  confidence  they  bad  shuwl! 
There  is  no  man  amongst  them  who  can  stand  one  t» 
ment  upon  his  own  merits..  No,  eiri  they  have  cro'dfd 
and  huddled  toother  under  the  mantle  of  General  Isct 
son,  unUl  that  is  jiot  broad  enough  to  cover  tbemi  tbey 
have  worn  It  threadbare,  stretched  and  torn  it  inio  ut- 
ters.  You  may  occasionally  get  a  glimpse  of  Van's 
pate  popped  out  here,  Aonos's  sharp  face  there,  Feli^'i 
red  eyes  jonder,  Blair'a  shank  at  one  place,  and  Rw- 
ben's  pockets  filled  with  Treasury  receipts  at  another; 
«nd  now,  sir,  we  have  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  blux! 
squealing  around  like  an  odd  pig,  for  whom  there  ii 
teat,  hunting  a  place  to  crawl  in  at.   Nov,  nr,  «h>t  I 
wish  is,  to  strip  the  Jackson  manUe  ofT  these  geatkiBe*. 
and  let  tbem  stand  up  for  themselves.     Every  one 
knowt  that  no  gentleman  upon  this  floor  hat  any  motive, 
any  wish,  to  make  sn  issue  with  General  Jackson;  tbti 
he  cannot  be  the  object  of  tbit  resolution.    His  course  ii 
run,  hit  day  it  past,  his  power  it  in  other  bands^  and  ve 
wish  to  bold  those  gentlemen  aeoountable  fbcthe  atn- 
net  in  which  they  exercise  it.   There  baa  been  no  iti*t»- 
tigation'into  the  departmenU,  which  we  propoMto  ex- 
amine, for  the  last  eight  years.  We  wish  to  see  a  settle- 
ment of  their  accounts  at  the  bar  of  the  public,  and  the 
balance  fairly  struck  between  then  and  tbe  people- 
They  may  be  honest,  very  honest)  if  so,  it  is  due  to  tbeo- 
aelves  thitt  they  show  it.   It  ouy  be  otherwise^  snd,  is 
that  event,  it  is  due  to  the  country  that  we  should  hare 
a  committee  of  the  Houae  to  show  that.   How  is  it  |in>- 
posed  that  tbey  thtU  come  tp  trial}  Upoa  tbe  ceT^fii*'^ 
contained  in  the  message,  and  upon  tbat  alone.  Tke 
gentleman  hiraielf  admits  that  these  sireqwigccriificitf* 
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are  unuMial.  I  detest  the  whole  Byitem  of  cerlirying 
which  pemdei  erery  departinmt  of  the  Government* 
and  can  be  traced  from  Iteuben  M.  Whitney  up,  (I  be- 
liere  you  cannot  go  from  Reuben  down.)  Te^  sir,  & 
coward,  who  shrinks  and  runs  from  an  adversary  whom 
he  has  injured,  will  get  a  certiBcate  of  his  couragfe  to 
use  upon  the  stump;  a  traitor  will  get  a  certificate  of  his 
patrioliimt  a  ri^e  of  his  honesty;  and  a  perjured  wit- 
ness of  hiSTeracityi  and  if  you  attempt  to  fix  upon  either 
of  these  hia  true  character*  he  wilt  ensconce  himself  be< 
hind  his  certificate.  We  ask  permission  to  go  into  the 
various  departments,  and  see  what  their  true  condition  is. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  that  is  equivalent  to  an  im- 
peachment of  the  President,  for  here  is  hisstatement  that 
all  is  well;  "that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint 
from  any  quartert"  and  the  argument  is,  that  if  you  find 
just  eauae  of  complaint,  it  will  show  that  what  ttie  Presi- 
dent has  said  is  iiot  tract  ftnd»  therefore,  if  )ou  do  not , 
mean  to  attack  the  Preaklent,  ttiere  must  be  no  eiarai* 
natkm  whatever.    We  hold  these  officers,  whose  con- 
duct we  propose  to  examine,  to  be  trustees;  and  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  tliey  have  abused  their  trust, 
and  abused  the  confidence  of  ihe  Freudent,  and  demand 
that  tfaey  ahall  ^ve  an  account  of  their  own  conduct  to 
the  representatives  of  the  prople,  and  are  met  at  once, 
and  told  that  you  are  putting  the  President  upon  his 
trialt  it  ia  an  impeachment  against  himt  make  out  your 
specifications  and  summon  him  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate. 
AN  we  ask,  sir,  w,  that  the  representatives  of  the  Ameri- 
t»n  people  shall  send  a  committee  and  examine  the  ar. 
chives,  records,  and  papers  of  their  own  Government, 
in  any  and  ail  of  its  departments,  and  make  their  report 
of  the  ftcts  to  this  House.    We  propose  no  criminal 
proaeeution  agaiott  any  one,  but  an  investigation  into 
the  condition  of  the  departments,  and  the  honesty  and 
fidelity  of  the  public  agenta;  and  this  the  gentleman  calls 
disfranchisement  under  the  common  law.  Hewaselo- 
q^iient  and  extravagant  in  his  eulogiuma  upon  the  heads 
of  these  departments;  he  spouted  their  praises  in  poetry, 
and  I  suppose  he  means  they  shall  live  in  song  and  story. 
He  saya  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not  slept 
upon  bto  arms.    No,  sir,  he  bss  not  slept;  and  the  parly 
should  feel  under  the  highest  obligations  to  him,  for  he 
has  so  contrived  as  to  muke  the  Treasury  and  the  public 
lands  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  the  late 
election.    By  the  celebrated  Treasury  order,  which  he 
issued,  requiring  specie  in  payment  for  the  public  lands, 
with  an  exception  in  favor  of  cilizena  of  the  States  in 
which  those  landa  are  siluatedi  he  in  effect  offered  a 
bribe  of  one  hundred  dirilars  a  head  for  votes  in  the 
Slates  of  Hiasiasippr,  Arkansas,  Misaouri.  and  Michigan, 
which  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  State.   For,  sir,  at 
tile  aide  of  public  lands  in  Mississippi  last  fall,  specie 
was  worth  at  one  time  twenty  per  cent.;  and,  while  the 
citizens  of  Tennessee,  then  considered  in  rebellion  agunst 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  were  required  lu  pay  thisenormouslax, 
the  eitisens  of  Uisaissippi,  a  doubtful  State  in  the  elec* 
tion,  were  exempt  from  it.    At  Gurernment  price, 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  uf  land  would  cost  (he 
Mississippian  four  hundred  dullars,  while  the  Tennessee- 
an,  for  the  same  quantity,  was  compelled  to  pay  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  from  the  necessity  he  was 
placed  under,  by  Ibis  order,  of  raising  specie.  And, 
air,  this  was  not  ctmfined  to  the  poor  and  needy,  but  ex- 
tended to  the  n^obi  with  his  hundreds  uf  hands  and 
(bonsaods  of  bales,  while       specie  was  exacted  from 
the  most  indigent  and  meritorious  Tennesseean.  This, 
sir,  ia  what  I  call  high-handed  oppression  on  the  one 
side,  and  wholesale  bribery  and  corruption  on  the  other. 
Philip  of  Uacedon  never  made  a  more  unblushing  use 
of  money  to  corrupt  and  enslave  the  people  of  Greece. 
This  Secretary  must  be  entitled  to  lbe.praise,  and  some- 
thing more  aubalantial  atill,  to  ft  portion  of  the  spoils  of 
Tot.  XIII,— 69 


the  party.  The  gentleman  alluded,  alao^  to  the  virit  of 
the  Secretary  of  Slate^Hr.  Forsyth)  to  Georgia,  which 
he  calls  unfortunate;  true,  his  visit  was  unforlunatei  and 
of  the  visit  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  (Mr.  Dicker- 
son)  to  New  Jersey,  which  was  also  unfortunate.  Ha 
aeems  unwilling  to  give  them  any  credit  for  well-meant 
exertions,  and  "  wishes  to  God  they  had  staid  at  home.*' 
This  appears  rather  ungrateful,  as  they  uaed  their  best 
ezertionsin  the  cause.  It  is  true  the  gentleman  attempts 
to  conceal  the  fact;  but  it  is  notorious  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  Slate  went  tu  Georgia,  and  used  every  effort  to 
rally  his  Bhattrred  forces;  that  he  waa  openly  election- 
eering for  Mr,  Van  Buren.  Amos,  ton,  if  t  was  correct- 
ly infWrmed,  made  an  excursion,  for  a  like  purpose,  into 
New  England,  f  am  sure  that  I  saw  it  stated  that  he 
:  had  his  face  lithngraphed,  and  copies  sent  through  the 
country,  so  that  those  who  could  not  see  **  the  dirine 
original  might  at  least  gaze  on  love's  counterfeit." 

But,  air,  the  gentleman  assumes  another  ground  in  de- 
fence of  these  "  ministers,"  as  he  calls  them.  He  saya 
the  appointment  of  this  committee  would  amount  to  a 
disfranchisement  uf  those  officers  whose  conduct  it  is 
proposed  to  scrutinize,  by  denying  to  iheoi  a  trial  ac- 
cording to  the  strict  rulea  of  the  criminal  law.  This 
principle  liolds  only  where  a  man  is  on  trial  for  crinte. 
All  laws  are  to  be  liberally  expounded,  so  as  to  detect 
fraud,  but  strictly  construed  when  you  come  to  punish 
a  criminal.  The  gentleman  goea  too  fast;  he  leaps  to  the 
conclusion,  leaving  us  at  the  beginning  of  this  inattert 
while  we  are  cnmmencing  the  development  of  fraud  and 
corruption,  which  the  law  abliors,  he  anticipates  the 
awful  result  which  may  be  brought  about,  and  is  appeal- 
ing to  your  aympathy  on  behalf  of  the  culprit.  Now,  if 
he  will  be  patient,  we  will  go  on  with  him,  and  in  due 
season  we  will  lean  to  the  aide  of  mercy,  and  acquit 
wherever  there  ia  reasonable  doubt.  This  is  strange 
doctrine  to  come  from  that  aide  of  the  House.  These 
officers  are  the  trustees  of  the  people,  and  accountable 
to  the  people.  They  have  been  long  in  office,  and  are 
about  entering  upon  a  new  lease;  and  now,  when  called 
upon  to  make  an  exhibition  of  their  fidelity  and  ability, 
their  friends  upon  this  floor  raise  Ihe  cry  of  disfranchise- 
ment and  summary  punishment.  I  deny  and  utterly  re- 
pudiate this  doctrine.  Sir,  in  private  life,  no  one  de- 
nies the  right  of  a  principal  tu  look  into  the  conduct  of 
hia  agent.  What  would  that  principal  think  of  an  agent 
who  would  shut  his  books  and  say,  I  claim  protection 
under  the  criminal  code;  you  cannot  examine  these 
books,  lest  it  may  lead  to  a  prosecution  against  mef 
What  honest  man  would  not  say  at  once  he  was  guilty^ 
What  judge  would  sustain  ihe  objection  for  an  instant^ 
Take  the  case  of  a  guardian:  a  motion  is  made  in  court, 
a  committee  is  appointed,  and  he  is  brought  forthwith 
to  a  setllemenli  could  he  object,  on  the  ground  that  the 
examination  of  hia  accounts  might  develop  crime,  and 
lead  to  punishment^  And,  sir,  have  not  the  AmcHctn 
people  the  same  power  over  these  keepers  of  tlieir  treas- 
ure, and  guardians  of  their  constitution,  laws,  and  liber- 
ties, which  a  court  of  justice  can  exercise  over  the  guard- 
ian of  an  estate  and  the  children  who  own  \\}  Sir,  be- 
cause investigaiion  may  lead  to  such  a  discovery,  it  does 
not  preclude  invesligation  altogether.  The  gentleman's 
fancy  aeems  to  be  haunted  by  the  idea  of  criminal  prose- 
cutions and  penitentiary  punishments.  Well*  sir,  his 
fsncies  may  be  realized;  he  may  know  something  calcula- 
ted toexcite  his  alarm;  it  may  lead  to  that,  and  I  would  not 
be  Burprised  if,  in  some  instances,  it  did;  but  we  move  no 
impeachment,  no  indictment,  no  presentment,  at  this 
time.  We  merely  ask  that  this  House,  aa  the  great  in- 
quest of  the  nation,  shall  inquire  into  Ihe  state  of  Ihe 
departments;  and  upon  a  report  of  facts,  by  a  committee, 
it  will  then  be  able  to  determine  what  steps  are  proper 
to  be  taken.   If  crime  is  dcTeloped  in  any  quarter,  then 
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it  will  be  the  proper  (ime  to  bring  offeDdera  to  tml,  Riid 
they  ihall  have  all  the  benefiti  qf  the  strict  rules  of  com- 
moD  Uw,  «id  criminal  lav*  and  the  benefit  of  clergy 
likewiae.  Sir,  there  is  aomethingf  ^  rotten  in  Denmark," 
or  we  would  not  have  Ihia  reaolute  and  coniinued  opposi- 
tioD  to  all  inveatifration,  which  is  calculated  to  show  mis- 
manaireiBent  on  the  part  of  agenta  and  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment. At  the  adjourniBcnt  of  the  last  tetsion  of 
Congress  there  were  pendiiw  motions  and  resolutions 
calculated  to  effect  objects  simdar  to  those  contemplated 
by  this  resolution,  and  they  were  all  smothered  by  the 
party  to  which  the  gentleman  belongs,  and,  1  believe, 
with  his  assistance.  The  gentleman  dreada  a  select  com- 
mittee* while  he  is  willing  to  go*  to  (rial  upon  the  eertifi' 
cate  of  the  President,  and  seems  to  have  full  conRdenee 
in  the  result,  if  tlie  matter  be  intniated  to  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Yer,  sir,  he  is  alarmed  at  the 
idea  of  a  select  committee,  end  tays  it  wilt  be  a  "  fault- 
finding, censorious  committee."  Have  the  gentleman 
and  bis  friends  any  thing  to  dread  in  the  appointment  of 
this  committee?  Is  the  Speaker  subject  to  the  suspicion 
of  doing  injustice  to  any  of  (be  party  in  the  appointment 
of  committeea?  Sir,  is  it  not  a  matter  of  absolute  cer- 
tainty that  a  majority  of  this  committee,  if  appoiBted, 
will  be  composed  of  the  friends  of  these  offieersi'  Can- 
not those  gentlemen  meet  their  own  friends  without  fear 
and  Ircmblingf  Is  there  not  virtue  and  talent  in  this 
House  sufficient  to  guaranty  protection  to  the  innocent, 
as  well  as  to  insure  the  detection  and  exposure  of  the 
guilty?  Are  gentlemen  willing  that  it  shall  be  under- 
atood,  and  go  ahrcwd  to  the  country,  that  they  cannot 
face  such  a  committee,  composed  of  gentlemen  of  the 
highest  honor  and  piircrt  principle,  even  though  they 
are  their  own  friends'  And  Iheae,  too,  are  the  men  in 
whose  hands  the  Government  of  the  country  is  placed, 
and  who  claim  to  be  above  suspicion,  beyond  the  power 
of  this  House,  forted  in  upon  all  sides  by  the  ramparts  of 
the  President's  certificate. 

There  la  one  other  poaitton  assumed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island,  whreh  Is  quite  onginal,  and  merits 
particulaT  attention;  it  is  this,  rir:  that  the  direction  given 
at  the  last  session  to  the  bill  commonly  called  the  exec- 
utive patronage  bill  is  conclusive  as  to  the  views  of  this 
House  upon  (he  subject  of  executive  patronage.  And 
he  teems  to  drsw  an  inference  that  the  House  then  gave 
its  sanction  to  all  that  bad  been  or  would  be  done  in  the 
wur  of  executive  patronage,  in  alt  ils  departments. 
Wbat  are  the  facta  in  reUtion  to  that  case?  A  gentle* 
mn  f>om  New  York,  [Mr.  Miir»,}  on  the  35th  February, 
1836,  moved  « that  said  bill  be  refemd  to  the  Commit< 
tee  on  the  Judiciary."  Hy  colleague  [Mr,  Bilk]  moved 
"4t  should  be  referred  to  a  select  committeei"  and, 
pending  these  motions,  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
UaoMaooLxj  moved  "that  (he  executive  patronage  bill 
be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,"  which  motion  took  precedence 
of  the  others,  and  prevailetl,  and  there  the  bill  has  slept 
ever  since.  The  question  of  executive  patronsge  was  not 
taken  up  for  consideration  afterwards;  and  now  the  gen- 
tleman contends  that  the  House  having  Tailed  to  act  upon 
the  subject,  it  was  therefore  against  the  bill,  and  in  fsvor 
of  executive  patronage,  to  the  fullest  extent.  Sir,  du- 
ring the  last  summer,  in  Tennessee,  I  endeavored  to  in- 
culcate tbn  doctrine,  so  lir  as  to  bold  a  majori(y  of  this 
House  accountable  for  its  fiiiling  to  act  upon  this  as  well 
as  soiM  other  importsnt  questions;  but  this  doctrine  wsa 
controverted  by  you  and  your  friends.  How  would,  it 
hold  upon  another  great  question— the  question  'of 
amending  the  constitution  of  tbe  Umted  Slates  so  as  to 
secure  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President  to 
the  people,  at  all  events  and  under  all  circumstances^ 
For  the  last  two  aesaiona  of  Congress  this  has  been  a 
kadiog  question,  and  afforded  »  fair  opptvtunity  for  the 


par(y  to  show  their  zeal  in  carrying  out  the  neaaores  of 
General  Jackaon.    I,  and  the  friends  with  whom  1  act, 
have  ever  been  in  favor  of  that  measure.  At  the  aesNon 
before  the  last,  soon  after  it  was  known  (bat  Judge 
White  was  a  candidate  for  tbe  presidency,  and  while  mt 
were  urging  the  House  to  take  up  the  resohitiona  upon 
that  subject,  the  present  Speaker  [Hr.  J^MSa  K.  Pau] 
made  n  apeeoh,  in  which,  afler  proressu^  •  willii^aess 
to  go  for  the  measure,  objected  to  acting  upon  tbe  lub- 
ject  then,  alleging  a  want  of  lime,  and  also  aome  im- 
perfection in  (he  resolutions.    I  followed  in  a  few  re- 
marks, in  which  I  urged  the  importance  of  apeedy 
action  on  the  subject,  and  reminded  the  Speaker  of  his 
foriner  course  in  relation  to  the  mattert  anal,  though  be 
spoke  against  us,  he  voted  with  ua  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lutions.   His  friends,  however,  took  tbdr  cue,  and  fbl- 
lowed  hia  precept  inatead  of  his  example,  and  the  reso- 
lutions were  postponed.  At  the  bst  session  of  Congren 
the  same  subject  came  up,  with  no  better  bte  than  be- 
fore.   It  was  with  great  difficulty  we  could  get  a  report 
from  the  committee  at  all.    They  all  profeaaled  to  be  iib 
favor  of  the  amendment.    Ob!  yes;  but  they  aeeaied  to 
agree  to  differ  as  to  the  mode  of  effecting it|  and,  at  bst, 
mien  the  report  came  in,  it  took  the  same  directioo 
with  tbe  executive  patronage  bill,  or  MnctbiBg  like  it- 
We  could  not  bring  the  gentlemen  to  a  vote  oa  either. 
And  is  it  to  be  understood,  now  the  elccttoa  ia  over,  (I 
know  that  it  would  not  have  been  admitted  before,) 
that  all  those  who  voted  to  give  those  important  meas- 
urea  the  go-by  are  to  be  set  down  as  voting  aguast 
themF  If  so,  how  do  the  party  stand  upon  the  great 
leading  measures  of  General  Jackson's  adninislratioit* 
If  we  call  upon  gentlemen  to  walk  in  the  footsteftt  of 
the  President  upon  that  oft-rrpealed  but  never  heeded 
recommendation  in  regard  to  tbe  election  of  Prcudent 
and  Vice  President,  are  we  to  be  told  that  the  House  has 
already  decided  that  question  against  the  Prcndent'i 
recomntendationi,  by  refusing  to  vote  on  the  qneationf 
Are  we  to  be  told,  if  we  propose  to  limit  executive  pat- 
rona^,  that  (he  House  has  nimdy  decided  that  quei- 
tion  m  Uie  same  manner,  and  bss  aaiictioaed  the  fell  ex- 
tent to  which  executive  measures  have  been  rrccBtly 
carried?    And,  sir,  what  is  that  extent'    It  is  suScient, 
if  not  checked,  and  grows  into  a  settled  precedent,  1o 
rivet  chains  upon  us  and  our  children  forever.    Such  a 
precedent  will  authorize  a  President  to  make  the  nomi- 
nation of  his  successor  a  cabinet  measure,  issue  hia  proc- 
lamation calling  a  convention  to  confirm  that  Mnimtioa, 
and  denounce,  in  advance,  all  who  dare  oppose  tbe 
nominees  bef(M  or  afler  IIm  convention  acts,  aa  **  nsmil- 
ing  public  virtue,  and  opposing  the  r'f  ht  of  the  people 
to  govern."    Por^  sir,  this  has  l>een  done  in  the  bte 
nomination  of  the  "Government"  candidatea,  aa  they  are 
called  in  the  English  journals.    Was  that  ticket  so  re- 
mirkable  for  its  purity  wid  virtue  that  to  oppose  it  wsa 
to  assail  the  virtue  of  the  people?   lir.  Van  Buren  M 
protnised  to  walk  in  Ihe  footsteps  of  General  Jadcson, 
and  is,  consequently,  bound  in  due  time  to  nonimteb^ 
collesgue  (Colonel  Johnson)  for  the  prcwdency,  ordcri 
convention  to  ratify  his  nomination,  take  the  field,  and 
secure  his  election  by  the  use  of  all  the  ways  and  newi 
in  the  power  of  the  Executive.    This,  sir,  is  the  extern 
to  which  executive  patronage  baa  already  gone,  aad 
which  the  gentleman  ctnttenda  has  beforehand  bcea 
sanotionrd  by  (his  House.   Thii^  sir,  is  vknt  I  deny. 
Whatever  this  House  may  be  deriiaed  to  do,  it  baa  not 
come  to  that  ^et. 

Sir,  1  was  not  prepared  fur  such  doctrine*,  and  I  mn^ 
say  that  I  was  not  prepared  for  the  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed investigation.  I  bad  hoped  that  gentlemen  wsHshl 
htve  bifcome  ashamed  of  screening  these  officers,  wbr, 
instead  of  running  to  General  Jackaon  for  certificates  ot 
mond  character,  sliotUd  be  (be  first  to  deaumd  an  iov ca- 
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tHp^tion.   But,  rir,  will  the  people  of  the  United  States 
be  aitiified  forerer  that  they  dtall  shrink  fi^  retponai- 
bitity,  bold  up  Genera)  Jaekion'a  character  as  their 
ihiekf,  and  thereby  escape  a  scrutinjr  of  their  conduct? 
ir  they  hare  acted  honorably,  we  with  them  to  ahow  it; 
if  those  iuspicioni^  to  eomnionf  so  universal,  are  ground- 
IcM^  ve  wish  the  country  to  know  it.    Innocence  never 
seeks  for  safety  in  flight,  in  concealment,  but  rather 
courts  ioTeiitigatlon  and  defiea  scrutiny.    How  can  gen- 
tlemen reconcile  innocence  with  this  trembling  and 
abfinfcing— this  ibieldiiM'  theBwelTea  under  the  numeri- 
cal sbwngtb  of  their  fnends  in  this  House'   This  was 
their  course  at  the  last  seasion  of  Congress.  Remember, 
sir,  what  fiitaHty  attended  every  effort  to  obtain  a  com- 
mittee of  inveatigation  then.    Recollect  the  eztraordt* 
nary  uid  obstinate  proteetioii  extended  to  that  darling 
T»Bswy.^t,  Reuben  WUtaey.   Let  It  aln  be  remem- 
bered that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affitirs  unanimouily 
recommended  an  inqairy  into  the  abuses  of  that  bureau, 
wbidh  would  have  developed  the  causes  of  the  late  and 
present  Indian  wars  in  the  South.    That  committee  re- 
ported a  resolution  authorizing  any  two  of  its  mem- 
bera  to  prosecute  the  inquiry  by  taking  testimony  for 
the  'mfonnatton  of  Uke  House  at  this  session.    But,  sir, 
this  resolution,  reported  by  a  committee  a  majority  of 
whom  were  in  fovor  of  Hr.  Van  Buren,  was  rejected  in 
the  House.    The  citiaens  of  Georgia  and  Alabama  peti- 
tioned and  implored  the  House  to  investigate  that  sub- 
ject, alleging  the  most  unheard-of  frauds  and  abuses. 
Upon  this  application  the  vote  stood :  Ayes  77,  noes  77— 
a  tie;  and  the  Speaker  gave  the  caating  vote  against  the 
investigation.    Sir,  men  high  in  favor  and  high  in  office 
were  suspected.   The  agent  of  the  Government,  John 
B.  Hi^n,  gave  the  Uepartraent  official  infcmnation  of 
the  greatest  outrages  practued  upon  the  Indians  which 
were  ever  perpetrated  upon  any  people,  savage  or  civ- 
ilized. He  was  very  soon  removed,  or  rather  promoted, 
from  Indian  agent  to  be  collector  at  the  port  of  Mobile. 
And  yet,  sir,  we  bare  no  account  of  proaeculion^  con- 
victiana»  and  punishments,  which  have  followed  bis  dis- 
closures.   Why,  sir,  those  speculators,  or  raUier  Indian 
robber*,  would  find  an  old  chief  upon  his  patrimoidal  es- 
tate, where  the  chiefs  and  kings  of  his  race  bad  lived  for 
centuries  before  bim,  with  his  slives  and  his  farm  around 
him,  smoking  his  pipe  amidit  his  own  forest  trees,  spurn- 
ing any  offer  to  purchase  his  homei  and  they  would 
bribe  some  vagabond  Indian  to  personate  him  in  a  trade 
to  sell  his  land,  forgine  his  name;  and  the  first  intimation 
that  he  would  hare  of  Uie  truisaetion  wonld  be  hta  ex- 
pulsion, by  forc^  from  his  house!   Tbit  was  common; 
and  not  only  so,  but,  under  the  pretext  of  reclaiming  fu- 
gitive slaves,  the  wives  and  chiloren  (of  mixed  blood)  of 
the  Indians  were  seized  and  carried  off  in  bondage. 
The  famous  Oceola  himself  had  his  wife  taken  from  him, 
•nd  thnt,  too,  it  has  been  said,  bv  a  Government  officer, 
nnd  WM  chained  by  the  same  ofncer  to  a  tog.  Sir,  what 
else  could  be  expected  but  that  these  sranrged,  plun- 
dered, starving  savagea  would  glut  their  vengeance  by 
the  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  the  innocent  and  helpless 
familiea  of  the  frontier,  whose  blood  has  cried  to  us  in 
vain?    This  has  caused  the  Florida  war,  which  hai  pro- 
duced suoh  a  waste  of  treasure,  the  loss  of  so  much  na- 
tional and  individual  honor,  and  of  so  many  valuable 
lives!    This  has  called  the  gallant  volunteers  from  my 
own  State,  and  from  mv  own  district,  who  have  trareraed 
a  thouaand  miles  to  fight  the  battle  of  strangers;  to  con. 
tend  with  a  savage  foe,  while  drinking  those  stAgnant 
waters,  whose  malaria  is  death,  many  of  whom  are  left 
in  the  wild  woods  of  Florida,  where  '.*  the  foe  and  the 
stranger  will  tread  o'er  their  heads,"  while  their  Cellow- 
sotdiers  are  far  away,  happy  at  home  with  their  iriands 
and   families.  One— 4bl  nr,  amr  one  of  those  njoble 
youths,  who  now  sleep  under  a  foreign  sod,  was  worth 


more  than  the  whole  army  of  plunderers  who  have 
caused  the  mischief.  And  yet,  sir,  such  men  as  ihese 
were  sliidded  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  by  the  east, 
ing  vote  of  the  Speaker.  And  now,  according  to  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  the  House 
baa  sanctioned  all  they  did. 

1  think,  sir,  it  IS  time  for  this  course  of  things  to  cease. 
It  is  time  for  the  people  to  know  something  of  the  con- 
duct of  those  in  whose  hands  the  public  business  is  in- 
trusted, and  who  really  administer  the  Government. 
They  have  been  behind  General  Jackson  long  enough. 
I  was  present  when  Hr.  Van  Buren  took  his  posttiou 
there.  It  was  a  striking  display  of  that  paternal  care 
which  the  President  has  extended  over  Hr.  Van  Buren. 
In  the  spring  of  1834,  the  President,  Hr.  Van  Buren, 
and  a  few  other  gentlemen,  I  amongst  the  number,  rode 
out  to  tbe  Wuhmgton  course  to  nitnesa  a  trial  of  speed* 
(an  amosement  of  which  I  am  very  fond,  and  for  which 
tbe  President  had  not  altogether  lost  his  taste  at  that 
day.)  It  was  a  trial  run  between  the  celebr^cd  Bunrii 
and  Emily.  The  htmes  were  brought  on  the  course; 
all  was  calm  and  quiet  until  the  rider  of  Busiris  mounted, 
when  the  old  courser  began  to  rear  and  plunge;  this 
seemed  to  stir  the  mettle  olf  Old  Hickory;  he  reared  upon 
l)ia  stirrups  and  took  commandi  "  Hold  him,"  (said  be  to 
the  boy,)  dont  let  him  run  againat  the  fence."  **  You 
muat  break  him  of  that,  sir,"  (to  the  tnuner,)  **  I  conid 
do  it  in  an  hour."  Turning  to  me,  he  said:  **  Take  your 
stand  there,"  (pointing  to  a  position  on  the  side  of  the 
course;)  "there  is  but  one  place  from  which  a  horse 
can  be  correctly  timed."  I  took  my  aution  with  lever 
in  band.  "  Now,"  said  he,  '*  come  up,  and  give  them 
a  blr  start."  At  this  moment  he  diseovered  the  Vica 
President,  who  had  come  ap  and  taken  his  position  near 
me;  he  exclaimed  with  great  emphasis  and  earnestness 
of  manner,  as  he  flashed  his  eye  from  the  excited  ani- 
mals  to  the  Vice  President,  «  Hr.  Van  Buren,  get  behind 
mr;  they  will  run  over  you,  sir."  It  would  have  done 
you  good  to  see  how  natural  and  eaay  it  was  for  Van  to 
slope  off  behind  tiie  old  chief.  And,  wr,  there  be  has 
been  erer  since.  Old  Hickory  would  not  get  out  irf  tbe 
way  for  us  to  run  over  him;  if  he  bad  given  us  a  fair 
chance,  on-any  stretch  or  turn  during  the  whole  rue, 
we  would  have  run  over  him,  or  made  him  fly  the  track. 
But,  sir,  we  have  got  him  on  the  repeat;  tbe  General 
will  be  out  of  tbe  way;  he  is  no  game-horse,  and  we  will 
make  a  case  of  him  on  the  repeat.  1  do  not  complwn 
so  much  that  (he  President  has  fallen  in  love  with  Hr. 
Van  Buren,  but  I  claim  the  privilege  of  falling  in  lova 
with  whom  I  please;  and  this,  sir,  is  tbe  last  privilege 
which  will  ever  be  surrendered  by  man,  or  woman  eithCT. 
But,  sir,  Hr.  Van  Buren  is  in  love  with  the  PrcMdent^ 
too;  and  he  accidentally  found  it  out.  The  manner  of 
this  discovery  is  somewhat  curious.  I  do  not  know  thia 
to  he  true,  but  it  was  much  talked  of  and  universally  be- 
lieved in  this  city.  Hr.  Van  Buren  waain  eonrersatioa 
with  a  lady,  an  intimate  friend  of  tlie  President,  amiably 
interesting,  and  remarkable  for  communicating  to  bim 
whatever  she  thought  would  be  agreeable  for  bim  to 
hear.  Hr.  Van  Buren  said  to  this  lady  *<  that  he  had 
been  reading  much,  and  thinking  deeply,  of  late,  upon 
the  cjiaracters  of  great  men,  and  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  General  Jackson  was  (be  greatest  man  that 
bad  ever  lived  in  tbe  tide  of  time;  that  be  was  the  only 
jDan  among  them  allywbo  was  without  a  ftuH."  Tfaa 
fair  friend  of  the  President  was  delighted.  **  Bo^"  said 
he,  "  whatever  you  do,  don't  tell  General  Jackson  what 
-f  have  said.  I  would  not  have  him  to  know  it  for  the 
world."  You  see,  sir,  that  he  was  afraid  she  mi^t  for- 
get it,  and  therefore  thought  it  safest  to  jog  her  memory. 
But,  ur,  he  might  have  saved  himself  that  trouble,  for 
the  excellent  udy  flew  to  the  President,  and  told  him 
all  that  had  passed.   "  Ah !  madam,"  sud  he,  with  tears 
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in  his  eyes,  "that  man  loves  tnei  he  tries  to  conceal  it, 
but  there  is  always  aome  way  fixed  by  which  I  can  tell 
my  rriends  from  my  enemies."  Now,  sir,  Van  was  like 
the  Frenchman,  (though  I  want  it  distinctly  underbtood 
that  I  differ  with  him  about  tliis,  as  well  as  abcnit  many 
other  things.)  A  Frenchman  began  to  write  hia  deed 
thus:  *' Know  one  woman  by  these  presents."  "Why," 
said  the  otiter  party,  **  do  yoa  not  put  it,  know  all  naen 
by  these  preienlar'  **  Veil,'*  said  he,  **  h  it  not  de  same 
ting?  If  vDiie  woman  know  it,  will  not  all  de  mens  find 
it  out?" 

Wlwn  Mr.  Pkttoit  had  concluded, 

Mr.  GT.ASCOCK  aaid  he  should,  in  the  first  place, 
vote  to  sustain  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  laland)  and,  if  the  House  should  not  adopt  it,  he 
wonM  then  rote  fur  that  oftfae  gentkman  from  Virginia. 
It  was,  however,  due  to  the  administration,  and  due  to 
those  distinfi[uifched  gentlemen  who  had  filled  the  head 
executive  offices  in  thia  Government,  that  the  charges 
againat  them  should  be  apec'fically  madr,  and  not  on 
vague  rumor.  At  the  same  time  he  was  willing  that 
both  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  Tennessee  ahould 
be  named  membrra  of  the  committee,  and  have  an  op* 
pntunily  of  examining  every  document,  and  exploring 
All  the  archives,  and  rantacking  every  receu  for  infor- 
mation, if  they  had  any  suspicion  of  frauds.  Mr.  G.  then 
went  on  at  some  length  in  rrply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  which  were  uncalled  for, 
especially  at  this  time,  so  far  aa  the  President  was  con- 
cerned, from  any  thing  contained  in  the  brief  passage 

3uoted  from  the  measage.  HeaaidhekiiewthalthePreai- 
eDt  deiired  inveat'^tion.  Mr.  O.  was  authorized  to 
■ay  that  it  was  the  President's  own  desire  that,  before 
his  tern  of  service  should  expire,  a  strict  investigation 
ahould  take  place  into  all  the  differeat  departments,  and 
that  all  matten  therewith  eonneeted  ihould  be  inquired 
into. 

Nr.  RIPLEY  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker:  Had  this  been  a  proposition  to  inquire 
into  tbe  ftondition  of  the  Department  of  Stale,  of  the 
Trearaty,  of  the  Navy  and  War  Departments,  and 
the  General  Poat  OfHce,  with  a  view  to  investigate 
abuses,  if  they  exist,  no  person  would  be  more  willingto 

i'oin  in  the  inquiry  tttan  myself.  No  Individual  would 
e  more  anxious  to  enforce  the  responsibility  of  subordi- 
nate officers.  There  are  none  who  will  go  farther  to 
ferret  out  anymalepracticest  and,  if  they  really  exist,  to 
punidi  them  vith  tbe  high  constitutional  power  of  tbia 
House.  Had  the  resolution  for  inquiry  had  these  ob- 
jects solely  and  honestly  in  view,  I  should  have  been  the 
last  to  oppose  it.  But,  sir,  the  President  is  constitution- 
ally reapoDsible  for  the  whole  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment! tbe  various  radii  of  its  powers  concentrate  as  well 
its  respuidbilitiea  aa  ita  honors  upon  himi  and  when  I 
take  tbeae  eircumstancei  into  view,  and  consider  also 
tbe  spirit  in  which  this  debate  has  been  conducted,  the 
pontioo  of  the  President  cannot  be  observed  without  ex- 
citing our  share  of  sympathy.  Shall  we,  at  a  moment 
when  his  connexion  with  the  people  of  the  United  Stfites 
U  about  to  terminate  forever,  and  all  tbe  aspirations  of 
ambition  are  to  be  dissolved  by  sge,  infirmities^  and 
aicknesBf  when  the  conaciouaness  of  bis  high  and  devoted 
terviccs,  which  we  all  know  he  must  posses^  and  the 
entbariastie  affection  of  the  American  people,  wereabout 
to  cheer  tbe  evening  of  bis  life,  and  to  gild  his  expiring 
lamp,  is  it  right  or  proper  for  the  representatives  of  the 
people  whom  he  bu  succored  and  saved  to  cut  off  this 
departing  solace,  and  to  imbitler  his  ia&t  days,  by  adopt- 
ing a  reaohition  which,  if  adopted,  will  sanction  an  opin- 
ion of  this  Houae,  that  corruption  and  Andrew  Jackson 
have  been  coupled  logelber>  Will  Ibey  do  thii  without 
some  specific  diarge,  without  some  definite  alle^tbn, 
anaiabied  at  least  by  the  endoraeroent  of  one  individual 


I  in  (he  Houae,  who  will  be  willing  to  give  bii  ium  lo 
'  posterity  as  the  author  of  tbe  allfgation.  Id  tbeiMtdi 
I  of  the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  iMrked  anih 

BO  much  wit  and  pungency  of  satire,  ihe  allrgationi  in 

made  afcainat  Andrew  Jackson,  as  tbe  object  vbobtobe 
J  convicted  of  the  corruption  which  is  so  broadlr  IimnI' 

ted  in  the  resolution  to  exist  in  tbe  executive  deparlBient 
!  I  am  not  wjlling  to  exercise  tbe  high  conititulkiBBl  psm 
{  of  Ibis  House,  in  the  least  degree,  hi  ■anet'nniDg  ndi  u 

allegation. 

General  Jackson,  sfter  a  life  spent  in  the  serrieeof  ha 
country,  is  about  retiring  from  the  elevated  poiition  hi 
holds  as  presiding  executive  officer  of  these  Stalei,  itin 
advanced  age,  and  worn  down  by  tbe  labors  ipent  In 
that  service.  He  is  now,  sir,  on  tbe  bed  of  wAva^ 
which  may  prove  hia  bed  of  death.  God  graat  Ait  it 
may  not,  but  that  he  may  live  many,  many  yeantnoi^ 
that  people  whose  righu  he  hag  so  bravely  and  bonttt^ 
defended,  and  whoae  proaperity  under  bis  sueceaMu- 
ministration  baa  excited  the  ■atontsbment  of  the  vww 
civilized  world. 

What,  sir,  is  the  relation  that  Andrew  Jacboo  bcm 
to  the  representaliveaof  tbe  people  of  tbe  United  SWa! 
From  the  period  of  your  revolutionary  war  lo  tbe  pm- 
ent  moment.  he  has  been  the  loft]-,  indcfttigsbledefen^ 
of  his  country,    in  war  and  in  peace,  on  tbe  bsltle 
and  in  youreouncib,  his  exertions,  his  toib,  andaneeu- 
ing  enei  gy  and  integrity,  have  done  as  much  ai 
other  man,  not  excepting  your  Washington  in  tbe  fido, 
and  your  Jefferson  and  Madison  in  thecabioet,  toeknte 
tbe  character  of  thia  repobfio,  to  advance  its  protpenlfi 
and  to  preserve  ita  peace.    Hia  name  bu  been  a  to«r 
of  atrength,  and  under  his  mdminlstratton  the  cbarscitr 
of  an  American  citizen,  as  was  that  formerly  of  iBooui 
citizen,  is  a  passport  throughout  tbe  world.  Ay.  »ri " 
foreign  land%  wherever  your  star-spangled  bsnnertuf- 
playn,  from  the  high  and  giddy  mast,  the  characterof 
republic,  under  the  agis  of  the  lofty  virtues  of  tbe  PR» 
dent,  has  that  wall  of  atrength  that  feels  ever  eooKinrt 
of  the  protection  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation.  Am 
would  you,  nr,  would  this  House,  after  a  lifethiusp»'> 
and  which  impartial  history  is  about  to  lake  cha^  « 
for  Ihe  benefit  of  hia  country;  would  the^  at  the  ere* 
his  long  life,  so  worthily  spent  in  alt  that  is  patrioticua 
virtuous  in  the  public  servicet  would  they  puraie  bi« 
with  insinuations  that  corniptton,  with  its  bli|h(iD;Bu- 
dew,  had  found  entrance  into  the  bosom  of  Jsckawi 
more  than  Roman  virtuef  If  this  House  inilituteilK 
inquiry,  it  sanctions  tbe  charge;  and  will  they,  viibm 
any  specific  allegations,  just  at  the  close  of  ^''^^ 
Jackson's  career,  hold  the  btal  chalice  lo  his  lips.  v>i»| 
should  poison  and  imbitter  with  the  stings  of  ingrtliton 
the  evening  of  h'la  life?   We  have  had  no  precedent  w 
justify  such  a  meaaure.  Party  spirit  has  raged  '"^'^'^ 
resented  all  your  Presidentaduring^  their  term  of  sn* 
but  they  have  passed  and  are  pasaine  ofi*  the  slsgCi  "I 
with  the  award  of  official  and  personal  integrity.  Sow 
have  not  been  re-elecled  by  the  people,  but  »P'™ 
them  no  charge  of  corruption  is  found  imbodied  in 
annala  of  the  country.    Nor  does  any  American  otiiai> 
at  even  this  lapse  of  time,  impeach  their  inie^i]^:  ^ 
one  charges  them  with  wilful  or  wanton  corrupiio*> 
while  administering  the  affiura  of  the  CoOHnonvetltk 
The  only  allegations  made  against  them,  as  tbey  q^" 
the  scene  of  their  labors,  of  their  glories,  and  the" 
services,  were,  that  a  distinguished  member,  formerly 
from  Virginia,  accoaed  Mr.  Jefferson  of  retiringwitb'pij 
litical  falsehood  in  hismouthj  and  an  equally  distinguSshn 
member  from  Hassachusetis  moved  his  solitary  v<M 
impeach  Mr.  Madison.    1  have  no  doubt,  nr,  ■'^^'J'f 
excitement  of  parly  was  over,  both  of  these  CcniKis'' 
regretted  theee  allegations.    The  charges  never  uM 
and  never  will  ftfTecl  the  great  patriarch  of  libertyi  i" 
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MtboroTtbe  deehn|ion  of  independence,  or  bit  equally 
ilhiBtriout  friend,  ihe  founder  and  cbampion  of  .our  con* 
stilution.  The  one  unfurled  to  the  world  Ihe  prineiplei 
of  popular  ^vernmcnt)  the  other,  more  Uun  any  man, 
connected  liberty  with  law — secured  an  equality  of 
political  rights,  by  teeuring  to  society  the  fruits  of  labor. 
Wbererer  oppressed  man  rises  to  resist  the  oppressor, 
the  declaration  drawn  up  by  Thomas  Jefferaon  is  in- 
voked. Wherever  constitutional  law  ia  appealed  to,  to 
secure  those  rights^  the  politieal  writingi  of  Jamet  Madi* 
son  form  the  pure  fountains  of  Kvif^  water  which  diffuse 
Kberty  and  tranquillity  amongat  the  nations.  Together, 
locked  hand  in  hand,  they  are  working  their  silent  way, 
uid  they  have  planted  (hat  school  of  political  liberlyt  of 
whieh  this  republic  may  arrogate  to  itselfi  through  their 
exertions,  the  being  the  founder. 

Republics  have  been  accused  of  being  ungrateful. 
ArtBtraes  was  ostracised  for  being  called  the  Just,  and 
Themistoclea  banished,  after  saving  hts  country  from 
desolation.  The  authors  of  these  acts  have  not  transmit- 
ted their  names  to  posterity.  How  keen  would  be  the 
reproaches  of  the  history  of  ibe  lasttwo  thousand  years, 
how  withering  their  infamy,  if  they  had  not  escaped  by 
this  silence  of  history.  General  Jackson  has  been  doom- 
ed to  meet  the  same  ingratitude,  after  preventing  the 
diatnembennent  of  oar  republic,  after  rescuing  tbe  fair 
and  fertile  fieldi  of  ibe  Stale  which  1  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  lliere,  sir,  helpless  age  and  tender  youth, 
and  all  the  charms  of  refinement  and  beauty,  were  pro- 
tected by  his  hand.  There,  sir,  was  effected  one  of 
those  signul  drliversnces  of  a  people  which  has  already 
caused  the  plains  of  New  Orleans  to  rank  with  Marathon 
and  Plates,  reflecting  all  its  bright  lustre  upon  the  army 
of  liberty  that  fought  under  him,  and  sending  all  its 
glowing  light  throughout  the  world,  to  elevate  the  char- 
acter of  this  republic.  Sir,  almost  at  the  moment  this 
was  efTecting,  and  while  painting,  history,  poetry,  music, 
and  sculpture,  were  giving  greenness  lo  his  Immortality, 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  were  denouncing  him  in 
the  Seminole  war.  Sickening  with  the  same  feelings 
that  were  pained  at  hearing  Aristides  called  the  Just, 
the  detractors  of  Andrew  Jackaoo  loathed  the  beau 
ideal  of  bis  cbaneter.  Again,  during  Ihe^panic,  that 
flame  body  have  impeached  and  condemned  him,  without 
a  trial,  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  How,  sir,  have  the  people  met  these 
charges.^  They  have  almost  by  acclamation  elected  him 
President  on  each  occasion.  They  have  rallied  to  de- 
fend bim.  Where,  sir,  are  his  accusers^  I  sak  sgain, 
«here  are  they?  And,  sir,  permit  ne  to  predict  that  if 
the  present  resolution  pasaea,  it  will  only  reflect  disgrace 
upon  the  present  House  of  Representativea.  llie  peo- 
ple will  come  to  the  rescue,  and  expunge  the  resolution 
from  this  House,  as  T  trust  they  are  about  expunging  a 
former  one  from  the  Senate.  The  whole  future  history 
of  the  country  will  bold  up  in  proud  relief  their  old  chief, 
tarn  peur  and  lant  reproehe,  and  the  ingratitude  of  this 
House  in  pursuing  bim  with  the  odious  charge  of  corrup- 
tion, even  upon  the  bed  of  sicknesi  and  of  death,  when 
I  do  not  believe  there  can  be  a  member  here  who  con- 
scientiously believes  that  Andrew  Jackson  ever  was,  in 
thought,  word,  or  deed,  unfaithful  or  inimicsl  to  the  in- 
terests of  this  country. 

I  regret  that  the  honorable  member  from  Tennes- 
see should  have  been  so  excited  by  a  warm  election  con- 
test aa  to  urge,  upon  such  trivial  grounds  as  be  has  al- 
leged»  so  grave  an  inquiry  Into  the  corrupt  conduct  of 
the  executive  departments.  The  State  of  Tennessee 
has  been  reared  under  the  fostering  and  paternal  care 
of  Andrew  Jackson.  He  has  done  more  than  any  other 
man  to  elevate  and  form  its  character.  Intelligent, 
ehivalric,  patriotic,  and  virtuous,  they  will  be  the  last 
portion  of  the  pet^le  of  tbe  United  States  to  sanction  al- 


legations, either  personal  or  as  the  constitutional  head  of 
the  Government,  sgainst  their  veteran  chief.  Those 
brave  men  who  followed  his  banner  through  the  Creek 
nation,  and  on  the  plains  of  New  Orleans,  with  the  citi- 
zen soldiers  of  Kentucky,  Mississippi,  and  Louisisna.  are 
not  to  prove  so  recreant  to  Andrew  Jackson,  and  so  un- 
faithful to  themselves,  as  to  imbitter  the  remnant  of  his 
days  with  so  unjust  an  accusation.  And  what  are  all 
the  allegatioOB  that  the  honorable  member  adducea  to 
justify  tbe  exercise  of  the  high  constitutional  power  of 
this  House?  That  Ihe  President,  in  a  conversation  with 
a  friend,  had  remarked  that  Mr.  Bell,  another  member 
from  Tennessee,  had  stated  lies  about  bim,  and  that 
"  Peyton  could  tell  twenty  lies  (o  Bell'o  one."  Now, 
sir,  what  were  the  facts  in  tbe  case?  The  honorable 
membera  from  Tennessee  at  tbe  last  session  had  indulged 
in  pretty  severe  censures  upon  the  Preudent's  adminis- 
tration. In  conversation  with  his  neighbors,  according 
lo  this  statement,  in  naturally  vindicating  himself,  he  bad 
pretty  warmly  recriminated.  I  think  the  tallage  that 
he  made  use  of,  as  is  usual  on  such  occasions,  must  have 
undergone,  in  the  course  of  its  gossip,  some  version  be« 
fore  it  reached  ears  of  the  honorable  memberi  for  it  is 
nut  the  language  of  that  delicate  and  manly  bearing 
which  all  know  mark  the  character  of  Andrew  Jackson. 
At  any  rate,  is  a  mere  controversy  in  an  election,  where 
the  President  and  the  honorable  members  from  Tennes- 
see, in  the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  rights,  sup- 
ported different  candidates,  to  be  the  bans  of  an  inquisi- 
torial examination,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  executive  departmental 

Again:  the  honorable  member  alleges  that  this  House 
refused  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  frauds  that  were  per- 
petrated upon  the  Indians  of  Alabama,  by  the  eitisens  of 
that  State,  m  the  sates  of  their  lands  to  individuals.  When 
that  resolution  was  introduced  into  the  House,  I  bad  tbe 
honor  of  proposing  an  amendment  to  it,  referring  the 
subject  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  mo- 
tive for  this  amendment  was,  that  this  Hogse  bad  no  con- 
stitutional power  to  order  the  investigation  by  iheir  au- 
thorityi  and,  if  it  had  been  done,  it  would  have  been  one 
of  the  most  fatal  precedents  to  the  rights  of  the  Sutes. 
It  was  alleged  that  tbe  Indians  had  been  swindled  out  of 
their  reserved  lands,  in  many  cases,  by  residents  of  Geor- 
gia and  Alabama.  Of  courae,  if  offences  had  been 
committed,  as  1  know  of  no  law  of  the  United  States 
providing  for  such  cases,  they  were  common  law  or 
statute  law  offences  against  those  States,  not  ct^niza- 
ble  by  the  United  States  tribunal.  In  a  case  where  the 
State  of  Ahbama  secures  a  speedy  trial  by  jury,  and  a 
cross^xamination  of  witnesses,  would  any  person  srro* 
gate  to  this  House  the  power  to  send  its  committee  to 
make  an  ex  parte  investigation,  to  hold  up  its  citizens  as 
malefactors,  without  being  heard,  without  the  privilege 
of  counsel,  and  tbe  cross-examining  of  witnesses?  Sup- 
pose, sir,  that,  in  obtaining  the  charter  of  a  bank  in  a 
neighboring  State,  respectable  citizens  should  be  ac- 
coaed  of  fraud  and  bribiefy,  an  offence  that  ia  ptinishable 
by  the  eommon  law  of  that  Slate,  does  this  House,  air, 
possess  the  power  to  trample  upon  State  rights,  and 
send  its  committee  of  inquisition  into  the  huls  of  the 
State  Legislature,  to  hunt  up  ex  parte  testimony  as  its 
basis,  and  to  hunt  down  all  that  is  respectable  and  vene- 
rable in  the  character  of  its  citizen!*,  to  condemn  them 
unheard,  without  grand  juries  or  petit  juries,  and  draw 
up  a  withering  report,  that  would  blast  them  as  far  aa 
our  bmguage  extended,  before  they  had  an  opportunitjr 
of  defending  themselvea'  If  this  power  had  been  exer- 
cised by  the  original  resolutions  of  last  session,  like  the 
Council  of  Ten  at  Venice,  or  the  Holy  Inquisition  of 
Spain,  it  would  have  sung  the  requiem  of  public  liberty, 
and  broken  down  the  whole  penal  jurisdiction  of  the 
indrpeodeut  States.  And  1  feel  peculiar  peraonal  con- 
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•olktion  in  being  the  mons  of  arreiting  the  progreii  of 
a  meuiiK  m  TrKuRht  with  disMtrous  coiwequencei. 
The  labjec^  was  referred  to  the  Freiideat,  who  waa  di- 
neted  to  inrettigate  into  the  cam  of  fraud.  From  (he 
chmcter  of  the  Bgent  employed  by  tbe  Preaident,  (Gen- 
eral Hogan,)  I  feel  confident,  from  my  knowledge  of 
the  man,  that  tbe  duty  baa  been  faithfulljr  attended  tO| 
and  if,  ai  tbe  honorable  member  suggeala,  he  haa  re- 
ceived the  colleclorahip  of  Mobile,  it  cannot  have  been 
conferred  upon  a  more  deaerving  or  more  intell^nt 
ciliaen,  or  one  who  haa  more  gallaoUr  defeodeo  hia 
country  during  tbe  gloomieit  period  of  toe  late  war.* 

The  honorable  member  haa  alao  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treaaury  as  being  embraced  in  tbe  general 
allegation,  of  corruption.  Sir,  the  lofty  character  of 
Levi  Woodbury  ia  loo  well  known  to  thia  House  and  to 
this  nation  to  require  any  comment  from  roe.  Born, 
reared,  and  educated,  amidst  the  granite  mountain!  of 
my  native  State,  hia  atem  and  sterling  virtues  had  al- 
ready carried  hin  to  the  higheai  hooon  of  New  Hanp- 
shire,  when,  in  the  midst  of  tbe  panic  Mtle,  he  was 
called  to  tbe  arduoua  dutiea  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea.  New  England  may  justly  feel  proud  of  the 
high  character  which  be  has  reflected  back  upon  his 
native  land.  And  let  me  ask,  what  inducement  to  cor- 
ruption can  there  be  on  the  part  of  Levi  Woodbury? 
There  haa  been  no  specific  charge  against  himt  not  a  whis- 
per ofprejudice  that  he  has  done  any  Dung  to  forfeit  hia 
exalted  character.  He  is  affluent  in  hia  personal  situa- 
tion, «)tb  every  thing  to  make  him  happy  in  domestic 
lifet  and,  above  all,  principles  of  the  moat  stern  and  un- 
handing integrity  are  interwoven  with  bis  nature.  Tbe 
only  allegation  insinuated  against  htm  is,  that  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  duty,  imposed  by  a  law  paaaed  by  tbia  House, 
he  ia  compelled  to  transact  official  bunness  with  tbe  agent 
of  the  deposit*  banki.  That  agent  is  no  officer  of  this 
GovcmDentt  we  have  no  constitutional  power  over  him. 
He  has  been  amiled  by  the  severest  epithets  of  party. 
He  has  been  employed  by  the  depoHte  banks,  many  of 
them  in  opposition  to  the  administration,  to  attend  lo  their 
business  with  the  Treasury.  Fur  my  own  part,  1  do  not 
learn  any  apecific  charges  with  which  he  ia  accused. 
And  1  have  no  doubt  that  the  President,  when  he  gave 
him  tbecharacterwhichthe  honorable  member  states  that 
he  did  at  Jonesborough,  came  to  tbe  honest  and  consci- 
entious conviction  that  such  a  torrent  of  anathemas  from 
the  opposition  in  this  Houae,  assailing  the  character  of 
thia  man  for  mure  than  four  yeara,  would  have  annihila- 
ted him  had  not  his  reputation  been  founded  upon  the 
rock  of  inlegrily.  Iligh-aounding  epithets  and  bold  de- 
nonciationa  cannot,  thank  God,  blast  tbe  character  of 
any  American  citixen,  unless  they  are  accompanied  with 
apcdSc  allegations  and  specific  prooft.  On  the  contra- 
ry, they  raise  in  the  generous  minds  of  the  American 
people  that  spirit  of  sympathy  for  unmerited  persecution 
which  is  sure  to  protect  its  intended  victim,  and  roll 
back  the  current  upon  the  author. 

[  feel,  sir,  that  I  should  have  but  unworthily  dis- 
charged my  duty  aa  a  Representative  of  Louisiana, 
had  I  not  raiaed  my  voice  in  opposition  to  Ibis  resolution. 
Whatever  may  be  the  personal  or  political  predilections 
of  my  constituents,  gratitude  to  Andrew  Jackson  for  the 
inestimable  benefits  he  has  conferred  upon  the  citizena 
of  our  State  is  an  almost  pervading  aenlimrnt.  It  is, 
like  the  vestal  flame,  gusrded  with  intense  care,  and 
laithrully  Innsmitted  from  one  generation  to  another. 
Aa  the  8th  of  January  revolves  its  annual  rounds,  so  oflcn 
does  the  hoary  veteran  who  ahared  in  tbe  memorable 
campaign  repair  to  the  grass-grown  billock  which  marks 
tbe  battle  field,  and  recite  tbe  eventful  story  to  hia  chil- 

*  General  Ylc^ian  served  with  great  distinction  in  the 
atafr  at  Chippewa,  Bridgewatcr,  and  Fort  £rie. 


dren.  Often  are  time  and  space  annihilated,  ud  the 
years  of  his  pilgrimage  recalled  to  the  deipenle 
flict)  and  in  those  rural  fete^  which  none  kmnbelttr 
how  to  grace  with  refinement  and  bean^  Ihu  As  pl- 
iant Frank  of  oar  Mtnny  clime,  tberemedosmofAfr 
drew  Jackson  is  never  forgotten,  and  tbe  chrieot  g( 
Heaven's  blcssinga  are  invoked  upon  tbe  palrioVi  bnl. 

Mr.  PEYTON  roae  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker*  Tbe  gentleman  from  LounaniL  hu 
charged  me  with  assailing  the  President's  meaiwei,  isd 
to  that  cause  he  ascribes  tbe  excited  state  of  fiedb^osto 
which  he  spoke  while  in  Tenneiiee.   liy  ^ipsiitiaatt 
tbe  measures  of  the  President!    1  defyUiat  pnUeoii 
to  point  to  one  of  the  great  measures  of  General  Jick- 
Bon's  administration  which  I  had  not  sopporicd,  anlci 
he  claims  the  election  of  Hr.  Van  Buren  u  one  of  Uuae 
measures.    If  so,  I  did  oppose  that  measure,  asd  vill 
ever  be  found  in  opposition  to  such  an  exeeutiTS  awn- 
ure.  But,  sir,  bat  any  man  tbe  boldness,  the  hardihood, 
whatever  nay  have  been  hia  raotiTei    action,  to  im 
such  a  doctrine  upon  thia  floor?  Tbe  ^tlenun  tpnb 
of  Tennessee  in  connexion  with  **the  ingratitwleofit. 
publics,"  and  expreases  a  "  hope  that  tbe  people  of  list 
State  will  yet  learn  to  appreciate  the  charwtcr  and  w- 
vices  of  General  Jackson."    This  charge  sgaiiut  Ten- 
nessee, of  ingratitude  to  the  Preaidenl.  is  not  originil 
with  tbe  gentleman,  [General  Ririxv.]  It  hsi  bets 
adopted  by  him  from  tbe  lowest  source— it  tmcd  fnn 
the  dark  caverns  of  tbe  Globe.    What,  sir!  ihepNple 
of  Tennessee  learn  to  appreoale  the  charaeterindiR- 
vicea  of  Andrew  Jackson!    Look  at  hia  htttory-vtei 
he  fint  crossed  the  AUeghanies,  a  beardleai  iiratigtr, 
with  bis  knapsack  upon  his  back,  his  rifle  on  bit  ihoul- 
dert  no  power,  no  patronsge  then,  sir,  with  nottainglo 
recommend  him  to  our  pioneer  fathera  but  a  congeaitl 
spirit.    How  did  they  receive  him'   WiUi  in 
they  took  him  to  their  boaoias.   They  confeired  upoa 
him  all  the  hooon,  all  the  offices  known  to  their  lin 
and  constitution.  And,  sir,  their  sons  have  stood  by  bit 
in  every  crisis,  in  every  peril  of  his  subsequest  lift- 
Look  back,  sir,  upon  the  highway  of  his  fame,  aadjw 
will  find  the  bones  of  a  Tennessecan  mouldering 
every  field  of  his  glory.    And  the  gentleman  hopei  M 
Tennessee  will  learn  to  appreciate  his  cbaracltf! 
true,  air,  that  in  tbe  late  preaidential  election  Tenneaee 
early  took  her  stand.   She  planted  herself  upon  tboe 
principles  for  which  she  had  battled  by  the  nde  of  Gen- 
eral Jacksont  and  there  she  proudly  stands  yet,  hm, 
fixed,  and  immoveable.    She  was  not  to  be  driven  fna 
the  ballot-box.   She  could  not.  she  dare  not,  yield ber 
principles,  and  surrender  up  her  liberty,  at  tbe  coowad 
of  any  man .  But,  air,  I  wish  to  set  tbe  gcntfevsa  tigU 
upon  anotlicr  point.   He  contends  that  the  Honie,  ■ 
adopting  this  resolution,  will  do  General  Jacksoa  inj|>- 
tice{  that  we  who  advocate  it  have  already  done  bii 
great  injustice.    Is  it  in  this  manner  that  every  'vKfin, 
every  investigation,  is  to  be  strangled  in  its  infancy,  under 
the  pretext  of  inflicting  injury  upon  General  Jaek»s 
Why,  sir,  we  have  to  legislate  upon  this  subject  osdet 
the  terrors  of  "  expunge."   Yes,  sir,  tbe  genUeans  fcu 
announced  to  the  House  that  if  this  resolution  is  paiM 
it  will  be  npui^ed.   The  Lord  save  me  fraaiMiei' 
panging  Rouse,  as  well  as  an  expunging  Senate.  1  bin 
witnessed,  with  loathing  and  disguat,  tbe  openUon  n 
that  process  in  the  Senate.    I  have  seen  the  greit  ei> 
punger,  [Colonel  Bxhtos,]  in  the  grim  majesiyof  bs 
expunging  power,  lashipg,  with  the  whip  ol  scorpioos 
abler  and  nonester  men  tun  himself  to  the  workt  nof- 
ging  them  on  to  okske  war  upon  tlie  conatitution  of  ibrt 
country  and  the  journabof  the  Soutet  and  1  haveibud- 
dered  when  I  saw  it.    But  1  saw,  sir,  last  winter,  ■  op- 
position manifested  by  the  party,  I  am  sure  1  did  by  tot* 
i  of  its  leaden^  to  encourage  bin  in  hki  nad  scbciM  of 
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vudw  tbe  nrplai  teveime,  that  be  might  btiter  out 
Uf  bnuDf  Bgilnit  the  w«lb  of  hlf  own  Ibrtifiettion  lys- 
tem,  and  thereby  ntc  ttiem  the  trouble  of  knocking:  him 
on  the  head.  Sir,  he  vill  never  riae,  undtfr  the  weight 
of  that  stone  and  morUr,  from  the  mud  and  quicksands 
into  which  they  have  plunged  him.  Sir,  I  hope  never 
to  aee  Ihii  House  scourged  by  to  rude  and  barbarous  a 
deipotiMn.  I  hope  that  Heaven  has  for  us  in  store  a  bet- 
ter ftte.  "Expunge,"  tir!  expunge  what?  We  propose 
to  look  into  tbe  conduct  uf  your  "  hirelHiga" — to  examine 
tbe  dark  deeds  of  ynur  Whitneys  and  your  Kendall?, 
and  have  **ezpunge"  flung  in  our  faces.  But  are  we, 
the  representatives  of  the  American  people,  to  falter  in 
our  duly,  ftnd  cower  under  the  iron  sceptre  of  some  ex- 
punging hero  who  is  to  riae  up  amongst  us?  And,  sir, 
if  we  but  touch  one  little  twig  of  Ibis  great  Jackson  tree, 
iriiieb  orcfshidows  the  had,  and  alretebea  its  branches 
throughout  tbe  continent,  we  are  ebarged  with  an  as- 
saultupon  its  trunk,  and  expunge  is  instantly  proclaimed. 
Ko,  strt  we  wish  to  brush  off  these  sap  suckers,  who 
have  been  drawing  from  that  body  its  vitality.  We  have 
to  spproach  them  as  boys  kill  woodcocks,  by  whipping 
roand  Old  Qiekoryt  and  1  have  always  advised  the  mild- 
est measures,  tbe  uae  of  limber  switches,  ao  u  not  to 
hurt  Um.  There  was  something  in  tbe  gentleman's 
nnnner,  and  tbe  tenor  of  his  remarks,  which  seemed  to 
appeal  from  me  to  the  people  of  Tennessee,  and  to 
threaten  me  with  their  displeasure.  Sir,  the  boldest 
representative  upon  this  floor  is  far  behind  the  spirit  of 
that  people  in  their  unshaken  purpose  of  asserting  their 
rights  and  maintaining  their  freedom.  A  cruel  war  has 
been  waged  against  Tennessee,  but  ahe  has  met  the  crisis 
as  became  her  eharaeteri  sfae  has  met  the  mercenary  le- 
gtona  unawed  i  ahe  may  be  cruahed,  but  not  conquered ; 
she  may  fall,  but  if  ahe  doei^  it  will  be  at  the  ahrine  of 
the  constitution,  in  tbe  grave  of  pubKc  liberty.  And,  sir, 
I  will  go  down  with  heri  I  would  not  survive  her  fale. 
I  am  willing  to  go  home  and  meet  my  people;  I  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  themi  their  kindness  and  partiality 
towards  me  have  always  been  hr  b^ond  my  merits. 
But,  air,  the  injustice  done  to  General  Jackson  by  sup- 
porting this  meanrej  what  is  \li  We  demsnd  an  inves- 
tigation into  the  agency  of  Reuben  Whilneyi  we  ask  for 
an  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  Treasury.  We  re- 
quire that  there  shall  be  a  fiill  investifration  into  all  the  de- 
partments, and  into  the  conduct  of  the  whole  army  of 
public  ofHcera,  who  have  been  engaged  in  this  business 
of  the  succession — this  trampling  under  foot  of  hiwa  and 
coMtitutions.  We  with  to  know  from  whence  came  this 
money.  Where  ii  tiie  source  of  their  corruption?  Where 
is  the  mint  fhim  which  they  can  send  their  hireling  edi- 
tors through  the  country,  poisoning  the  fountains  of  in- 
telliKence  amongst  the  people?  How  is  it  that  our  army 
in  Florida  has  been  neglected,  and  left  to  suffer  for  want 
of  supplies,  while  it  was  within  a  few  days'  sail  of  New 
Orieans?  Hen  atarvhig,  horses  sinking  under  them  in 
tbe  swamps — all,  all,  air,  in  consequence  of  gross  and 
criminal  neglect  somewhere.  Was  it  that  our  high  func- 
tionaries were  too  busily  engaged  to  think  of  the  army— 
too  full  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  east  a  thought  on  Oceola— 
too  bnaily  engaged  in  electioneering  to  (hink  of  the  gal- 
lant men  who  were  fighting  the  battles  of  iheir  country  > 
It  it  in  behalf  of  men  whose  conduct  has  been  such  as 
Ibtt  that  the  message  volonteera  a  laudatory  certiflcate. 
Sir,  I  deny  tbe^autbentieity  irf*  this  messsge.  General 
Jackson  never  gave  that  certificate.  Tliey  have  written 
it  themselves,  and  obtained  the  signature  of  his  name. 
And  yet,  with  such  a  tastimonial  in  Ibeir  favor,  they 
shrink  from  the  proof~they  shrink  from  inquiry.  Let 
IIS  have  the  proof,  sir,  and  then  we  will  see  whether 
they  are  honest  or  venal,  corrupt  or  immaculate.  Sir, 
I  do  not  say  they  are  corrupt)  that  is  just  what  1  wish  to 
find  out.   1  want  a  slrtct  and  impartial  investigation.  It 


la  kvfhl,  it  if  usual*  to  make  auob  Inquiries.  It  is  surely 
right  to  investigate  our  own  affhirs — to  examine  into  tbe 
deeds  of  our  own  agents.  This  is  our  right,  it  is  our 
duty,  and  cannot  do  "injustice**  to  any  one.  I  protest 
against  the  issue  which  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
has  joined.  It  is  not  a  question  between  General  Jack- 
son and  this  House;  bis  person  and  conduct  is  one  thing, 
and  the  persons  and  conduct  of  these  officers  is  snother. 
I  hope  that  no  attempt  to  crush  this  investigation  on  such 
an  issue  will  succeed)  and,  sir,  let  us  hope  that  no 
American  Congress  will  ever  be  found  ready  to  expunge 
an  order  directing  an  investigation  into  the  department. 
No,  sirt  this  will  never  be  tbe  case,  ao  long  as  a  shadow 
of  our  liberties  remains. 

Mr.  A.  MANN  said  that,  of  all  tbe  debates  to  which  he 
bad  ever  listened,  this  was  the  most  useless.  Tlie  cry 
of  corruption  had  been  raised  against  the  heads  of  these 
departmenta  for  two  or  three  years,  witliout  tliere 
ever  having  been  any  specific  chaise  of  corruption  or 
maleadministration.  He,  for  one,  should  be  well  pleased 
to  see  the  accuser  come  face  to  face  with  the  accused. 
If  there  was  corruption  any  where,  let  it  come  out.  But 
these  general  charges  were  made  to  extend  to  every 
nook  and  corner  of  our  Government.  Why  was  this? 
The  cry  of  corruption  was  raised,  but  why  did  not  tbe 
gentlemen  show  tbe  act  and  point  to  the  man  who  was 

f guilty  of  it'  Who  was  he  in  whom  corruption  bad  been 
ound?  He  (Mr.  H.)  would  sssert,  on  behalf  of  the  ex- 
ecutive departments  of  this  administration,  that  their  of- 
ficers courted  investigation,  and  were  desirous  that  your 
committees  should  be  sent  amongst  them.  He  was  in 
fovor  of  investigation,  but  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  contained  mere^  general  charges  of 
corruption.  Re  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Psarcs*s  amend- 
ment, snd  would  give  power  to  a  committee  to  investi- 
gate any  specific  charge  which  any  member  might  make 
on  this  floor,  or  which  any  individual  of  a  respectable 
character  might  make  elsewhere.  But  let  the  invesU- 
gation  of  the  committee  be  confined  to  the  particular 
chai^  which  might  he  made.  If  there  was  corruption, 
let  it  be  made  knowni  if  not,  let  not  gentlemen  be  con- 
victed upon  mere  general  chargva,  having  no  proof  to 
sustain  them. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  Mr.  UnDsawooo, 
Hr.  MiiriT  explained,  that  he  did  not  say  (hat  he 
should  vole  against  the  original  resolution,  if  ihe  amend- 
ment be  not  adopted,  but  ttiat  he  preferred  the  tslter. 

Hr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  the  remarks  first  made 
by  the  {^nileman  from  New  York  [Hr.  Mahs]  had  af- 
forded him  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  for  tt  seemed  from 
them  that  the  gentleman  wss  in  favor  of  ihe  fullest  and 
most  thorough  examination  of  Ihe  departments  which 
could  be  made;  and  it  also  seemed  that  the  heaiis  of  the 
departments,  conscious  of  having  dischsrged  their  dtity, 
courted  investigaiion,  because  ihey  knew  it  woulJ  result 
to  their  credit,  and  confirm  their  claim  to  public  confi- 
dence. But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  U.,)  the  concluding  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  which  he  preferred 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  member  from  Rhode  la- 
land  to  the  original  resolution,  appeared  to  me  incon- 
sistent with  those  deelaralions,  ravorable  to  lhat  full  snd 
latitudinouB  investigation,  which  were  made  in  the  first 
part  of  his  speech.  What,  I  ask,  is  the  diflerence  be- 
tween the  original  resolution,  adopted  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  the  proposed  amendment?  The 
original  allows  an  unrestricted  examination)  the  amend- 
ment would  confine  it  to  specified  charges,  to  be  made 
before  the  examination  is  commenced.  The  committee 
will  not  be  tied  down  to  any  particular  charge,  or  to  any 
narrow  course  of  inquiry,  by  the  ori|>inal  resolution. 
This  would  he  to  permit  that  full  and  untrammelled  ex- 
■minalion  which  could  not  fail  to  expose  the  hidden 
thinp  of  darkness  and  corruption,^  if  tbe  departmenta 
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are  guilty,  and  to  which  I  thought  the  HKinher  from 
New  York  had  Fully  awented. 

[Here  Hr.  U^air  aakcd  leave  to  explain,  and  nid  that 
lie  waa  in  favor  of  a  full  and  thorough  exaninatHHii  but 
hii  objection  eoniilted  in  the  generality  of  the  inveati- 
gation  wUhout  ipcciGcationBi  a  coune  which  feemed  to 
bim  too  much  like  a  general  search  jirarrant,  and  therefare 
incoomtent  with  aouod  const>tutionBl  principle!;  and  be 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  woakl  take  bia 
idea.] 

I  think  C>^id  Mr.  UifnxawooD)  I  comprehend  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  and  will  not  pervert  hii 
meaning.  If  ve  were  in  purauit  of  itDlcn  good^  and 
desired  toceirch  fur  them,  tbe  gentleman**  idea  ia  cor- 
rect. We  Aobld  then  be  bound  to  specify  the  article 
lost,  and  the  place  where  we  expected  to  find  \\\  and, 
before  lubjecling  a  citizen  to  the  humiliating  process  of 
having  liis  private  apartments  searched,  the  constilutions 
of  tbe  United  States  and  State  of  Kentucky,  and  proba- 
bly of  every  other  S'ate  in  this  Union,  would  requirean 
twtb  or  affirmation  in  support  of  the  beta  before  the 
msgistrate  imuea  the  warrant,  and  then  tbe  warrant 
should  specify  the  place  to  be  searched  and  tbe  thing  to 
be  taken.  Uut,  sir,  whoever  heard  these  well-sellled 
coiistilulional  principles,  until  now,  applied  to  political 
investigation)!,  to  the  examination  of  the  departments  of 
this  or  any  other  Government.'  Hm  it  come  to  this:  that, 
when  we  ask  for  the  appuintment  of  a  committee  to  as- 
certain whether  our  aR'airs  have  been  properly  mansged 
and  conducted  by  the  lervantaof  the  people,  gentlemen 
consider  the  proceeding  analogous  to  tbe  pursuit  of 
thieves  and  stolen  property,  and  contend  tint  we  ought 
to  proceed  with  ibe  same  caution  and  formahty.'  Sir, 
such  a  suggestion  can  result  from  nothing  less  than  in- 
considerate zeal  in  support  of  men  who  may  be  pure, 
and  who  ought  to  court,  rsther  than  shun,  investigation, 
if  their  condtict  liears  no  scrutiny.  The  idea  that  there 
ia  something  wrong  in  a  general  oonmisaton  or  warrant 
to  search  and  examine  the  politics!  movements  and  offi- 
cial conduct  of  the  departments  of  this  Government 
seems  to  me  totally  at  variance  with  the  genius  of  all  our 
institutions.  What  are  the  departments  of  this  Govern- 
ment? Nothing  but  executive  trusts,  confided  to  agents, 
to  be  exercised  according  to  tbe  will  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people.  The  trustee  or  agent  ii  amenable  and 
responuble  to  the  people;  and  how  can  that  responsibil- 
ity be  enforced  unless  the  people,  whenever  they 
choose,  and  at  all  times,  cnn  look  into  and  examine  as 
they  please  the  records  and  official  acts  of  every  public 
functionary  *  And  how,  sir,  can  the  people  do  this,  un- 
less it  be  through  their  Itepresentaiives  on  this  6uorf  | 
demand  it  as  a  right,  in  the  name  of  my  constitucnist  and 
in  their  behalf  I  call  for  the  practical  exercise  of  that 
right,  which  will  enable  a  committee  of  this  Ilouae  to 
lay  before  them  the  official  correspondence  of  every 
Secretary,  the  condition  of  their  offices,  and  the  whole 
evidences  of  their  official  conduct,  whether  it  be  good 
or  whether  it  be  evil. 

If  such  an  examinatinn  he  not  legiiimatr,  if  we  have 
no  such  power,  then  indeed  are  tbe  officers  of  Govern- 
ment placed  above  the  rtach  of  the  people,  and  from 
nominal  servants  have  become  practical  masters.  The 
ample  investigation  tolerated  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  ia  coupled  with  the  condition  that  we  aball 
first  charge  some  specific  offence,  and  then  he  would 
allow  us  to  exantine  the  records,  without  restriction,  for 
evidence  in  support  of  it.  Now,  sir,  lucli  a  proceeding 
would  be  we))  calculated  to  turn  the  invesiigation  into 
ridicule.  It  would  be  necessary,  if  that  be  the  appro- 
priate course,  to  form  charges  and  specilicalions  by 
guewingt  and  nnlesa  we  happened  to  guess  right,  the 
whole  investi^tion  would  amount  to  nothing;  for  1  sup- 
t>ose  DO  one  will  contend  that  conviction  under  impeach- 


ment, or  public  condemnation,  would  be  tbe  rta^ 
where  the  prosecutors  had  wholly  mistaken  the  niUice 
and  character  of  tbe  offence,  and  liad  exhibited  chirga 
totally  variant  from  those  austained  by  Uie  proof.  Sir, 
I  am  not  disposed  to  commence  tbe  iovetli^tira  bf 
guessing;  but  I  am  truly  anuoas  to  have  an  inpectioD 
of  all  the  records  of  the  several  departneoti,  Tor  the 

{)urpose  of  ascertaining  whether  there  hu  bees  any  m» 
ieaaance  or  malfeasance  committed.   If  sny  can  be 
found,  then  it  is  time  to  bring  forward  the  accimrna. 
If  none  exist,  then  an  honest  committee  shoulii  procluB 
to  the  nation  that  all  it  well;  and  tboae  wbts  fron  ill- 
founded  mukidons,  have  innrted  upon  the  investigitioi, 
would  feel  the  blu^  of  shame  for  having  done  injinlic^ 
in  their  thoughts,  to  tbe  virtuous  patriots  who,  anisSii- 
enced  by  selfish  and  corrupt  motives,. have  only  tabwcd  ' 
to  promote  the  great  interests  of  the  country.  | 
The  true  question  i9,  whether  we  have  a  righl  tomike  j 
the  examination  before  charging  any  offence;  or  ouit 
we  tpeci^  offeoeei  at  random,  and  then  call  for  a  co»  ' 
mittee  to  ascerUin  their  iruthF  If  it  wu  a  mere  cc^rt- 
nership  between  the  beads  of  the  departments  asd  tk 
representatives  of  the  people,  we  should  have  Ibe  right 
to  inspect  their  books  and  papers;  and  a  refuial  on  tlieir 
part  to  let  ua  do  it  would  be  just  cause  fgrdiHotving  tbe 
concern.    But,  sir,  it  is  not  a  copartnership  in  poli^ol  | 
trade,  where  each  member  of  the  firm  shares  tbe  proGu  I 
according  to  the  capital  of  intrigue  and  maDagemeotbe 
contribute*.   Such  a  doctrine  la  only  current  with  tboe 
whose  motto  li,  **  to  the  victon  belong  tbe  spoils."  Tbe 
people     this  nation,  in  whuae  place  ve  stand,  iId  not 
admit  tbe  exiitenoe  of  any  partnership  with  their  rulcn. 
It  is  no  joint-stock  company.    Those  who  rule  in  (be  i 
executive  departments  are  the  mere  agents  of  the  peo-  j 
pie,  the  trustees  for  their  use;  and  we,  temporarily  cle-  , 
ihed  with  the  power  of  the  people,  as  their  represe^  \ 
tives,  have  the  same  right  to  call  upon  those  agents  ind 
trustees  to  exliibit  all  their  book'*,  records,  and  account^ 
touching  the  affairs  of  tlie  Government,  that  the  mt- 
chant  has  to  call  upon  his  factor,  or  the  Umdlord  up« 
his  steward.    Sir,  this  right  is  the  true  basis  of  Ameri- 
can liberty;  it  is  the  essence  of  responsibility;  and  ifi| 
be  not  practically  exercised,  tbe  people  can  never  KltK 
their  account^  or  know  how  they  stand  with  their  ru- 
lers; and  when  the  gentleman  from  X^ouisiana  [Ur.  Rii- 
lkt]  seemed  to  deny  the  very  eiiatence  of  uii^  I  nght| 
1  felt  that  he  was  uttering  sentiments  and  opinions  nwK 
congenial  to  tbe  monarchical  atmosphere  of  Europe  ihu 
the  republican  expanse  which  encirdea  tbe  States « 
this  Union.    If  tlicre  is  no  mch  right,  liberty  udeui 
and  despotism  reigns. 

But,  sir,  the  abbtract  right  has  not  been  positively  lie- 
iiied,  although  it  lus  been  treated  as  if  it  did  not  exsli 
and  the  manner  propwedfor  its  exer^ae,  by  tbe  simw'  I 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Uhode  Idand,  rather  ■» 
plies  a  want  uf  right  or  authority  to  send  out  a 
mittee  to  make  a  general  examination.    Tbe  gentlenui 
from  Khode  Island  is  anaatute  lawyer;  and,  if  he  will{C' 
fl<rct  a  moment,  he  must  be  sensible  that  the  course  in- 
dicated by  his  amendment  is  a  departure  from  the  set- 
tled paactice  in  courla  of  justice,  designed  to  bring  w 
violators  of  the  penal  code  to  punishment.  By 
practice,  the  grand  jury  is  first  empannelled  and  svorn^o 
inquire;  and,  sir,  the  graitd  jury  is  unrestricted  in  iii 
tfuiries.    It  has  no  limits,  but  may  take  a  range  of  in"^ 
ligation  coextensive  with  the  penal  laws  of  the  bod-  • 
The  grand  jury  indicts  and  presents,  and  gives  lii'P' 
and  form  to  the  charge.   Aflcr  the  grand  jury 
specified  the  lime,  place,  circumstances,  and 
ner  of  the  crime,  then  cones  the  venire,  sikI  thcic- 
cused  is  put  upon  his  trial.    Tbe  gentleman's  amcnJ- 
nent  reverses  the  order  of  things.  He  would  have  iw 
pruMcutor  to  ttue  the  cbar;ge  by  guesaingf  and 
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the  exunination  of  any  wttnen  berore  tbe  grand  jury,  or 
a  court  of  inquiry,  and  then  he  would  forthwith  enter 
upon  the  trial.  Only  indulge  the  ^ntleman  in  such  a 
course—a  course  which  subverts  t^  settled  wisdom  of 
the  country,  growing  out  of  tbe  experience  of  ages — 
and  I  will  venture  to  say  that  no  culprit  ever  could  be 
convictedt  with  the  gentleoun's  talents  employed  in  tbe 
defenee.  Ttoa  House  is  the  grand  inquest  of  this  naiion, 
tuoA  I,  for  one,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  never  eenient  to  tram- 
mel its  investigations  by  adopting  a  limited  rule,  such  as 
tbe  amendment  propoaet. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisivis*  [Ur,  Rifut]  seems 
to  consider  the  original  resolution*  which  contemplates 
an  examination  of  the  departments  in  all  tbeir  ramifiea- 
tions,  as  ao  insinuation  asftinst  tbe  integrity  of  the  presi- 
dent. He  [Mr.  R.1  will  not  look  into  tbe  condition  of 
the  depulnienti,  because  tbe  Prerident  has  certi&ed 
that  all  is  well}  and  to  look  for  himself  and  his  conatitu- 
entt  after  that  would  be  to  suspect  the  truth  and  honesty 
of  tbe  President. 

I  was  sstonisbed  to  hear  such  sentiments  avpved  on 
this  floor.  They  are,  in  my  opinion,  exotic,  plants 
which  should  never  be  permitted  to  take  root  in  Ameri- 
can soil.  It  is  tbe  doctrine  of  iiasrive  obedience,  of 
quiet  acquiescence  in  the  will  of  a  master.  Sir,  the 
gentleman  forgets  that  eternal  vigilance  is  tbe  condition 
upon  which  public  liberty  depends.  We  should  re- 
ceire  nothing  without  examination,  without  sifting  it 
thoroughly,  and  ascertaining  for  ourselves  and  our  con- 
stituents all  its  properties  and  qualities. .  If  we  are  to 
take  things  on  trust,  our  presence  here  miAi  as  well  be 
dispensed  with,  and  we  had  better  surrender  at  once  a,ll 
tbe  powers  of  government  into  the  hands  of  a  truthful 
and  honest  President.  Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  truth  or  honesty  of  tbe  President.  I  shall  neither 
concede  nor  ^eny  bim  these  qualities  upon  this  occa- 
sion. By  his  **  fruits"  1  know  bim.  But  as  be  is  soon 
to  retire  from  his  station,  and  as  it  does  not  affect  the 
principles  for  which  I  ani  contending,  whether  be  is 
truthful  and  honest  or  otherwise,  I  shall  not  stt^  to  in- 
quire into  iucb  personal  qualttiek.  But  suppose  it  were 
ooflccded  that  his  chsracter  for  truth  and  honesty  stands 
as  high  as  his  warmest  admirers  would  place  it,  are  ,we 
to  abstain  from  an  examination  into  the  conduct  of  our 
public  functionaries,  and  the  situatiun  of  their  ofSces, 
merely  because  the  President  is  of  opinion  they  have 
done  their  duty^  Tbe  President's  certiRcale  in  their  be- 
half is  nothing  more  than  his  opinion)  he  does  not  in- 
form iM  that  he  has  made  a  minute  and  personal  exami- 
natioD  into  the  condition  of  tbe  departments,  and  that 
his  opinion  is  the  result  of  such  examination.  We  know 
that  the  President's  official  duties  bsve  required  a  great 
deal  of  bis  time.  His  absence  last  summer,  and  his 
recent  illness,  connected  with  bis  official  engagements, 
have  allowed  bim  very  little  time  to  devote  to  tbe  ex- 
amination of  tbe  departments)  and  hence,  sir,  this 
House  and  this  nation  may  form  a  very  different  o|Hntoo 
!n  regard  to  tbe  beads  of  Uie  departments  and  tbeir  con- 
duct, from  that  expressed  by  tbe  Presidentt  and  alt  thia 
may  be  done  without  assaulting  his  personal  character. 

The  gentleman  from  Kbode Island  [Mr.  PEABOK]seem- 
ed  to  oppose  the  proposed  investigation,  because  be  ap- 
prehended there  was  a  lurking  purpose  to  depreciate,  if 
not  slander,  the  characters  of  those  who  are  at  tbe  bead 
of  the  executive  departments.  I  ftm  etiually^  senrable, 
with  that  gentleman,  of  tbe  value  to  this  nation  of  the 
reputation  of  our  publio  men,  and  I  have  bad  cause  to 
regret  tbe  unmerited  reproaches  and  vile  calumnies 
which  are  often  cast  upon  th«n  by  a  corrupt  partisan 
pressi  but  I  cannot  perceive  any  good  reason  for  op- 
posing the  original  resolution,  lest  the  characters  of 
those  high  in  office  might  suffer  by  its  adoption.  We 
must  take  it  for  granted  that  the  committee  will  report 
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nothing  but  ftota.  If  tbe  heta  »re  of  sock  a  nature  as  to 
produce  censure,  degradation  of  eharaoter,  and  expul- 
sion from  office,  it  will  be  much  more  eredtlable  to  tlia 
nation  and  its  institutions  to  expose  Uie  base  motives  and 
bad  acts  of  exalted  functionaries,  than  to  leave  them  un- 
molested in  their  high  places,  presenting  a  fkir  exteriw 
to  dupe  the  -world,  while  all  is  dilating  filth  and  rot- 
tenness within.  I  admit  there  is  a  diminution  of  nation- 
al character  whenever  any  of  our  high  officers  are  shown 
to  be  unworthy  of  their  stationst  but  we  had  better  lose 
in  thb  respect  than  to  wink  at  corruption  for  tbe  sake  of 
appearances.  By  detecting,  expoaing,  and  puniriiing 
political  criminals,  those  who  offend  against  the  statutes 
and  principles  of  liberty,  there  is  a  national  gain  of 
reputation,  which  more  than  couoterbaJances  the  loss  I 
have  mentioned.  Tbe  gain  consists  in  the  manifesUtioo 
of  a  sound  slate  of  moral  and  political  sentiment,  which 
will  not  slbw  offenders  to  escape  with  imponityt  and  tho 
assurance  we  find  in  tbe  stern  political  virtue  which 
condemns  the  official  knave,  that  our  free  institutions 
are  destined  to  last  forever.  Now,  air,  let  us  test  those 
principles  of  loss  and  gain,  by  instituting  the  fullest  and 
most  unlimited  tnquiryi  and  if  the  result  i^  as  some  pre- 
dict, that  the  eharaetere  of  our  cabinet  nuoistera  will 
shine  the  bi^hter  from  having  passed  the  ordeid,  the 
.  nation  will  gain  much  by  the  conviction  that  existing  aoi- 
picions  are  not  well  founded,  and  by  the  increase  of  tbe 
reputations  of  those  high  functionaries. 

It  hss  been  said  that  the  original  resolution  proposes 
a  new  thing,  for  which  there  is  no  precedent  in  the  his- 
tory of  th'»  Government.  Grant  it,  and  what  of  that/ 
Is  not  the  President's  laudatory  certificate  in  behalf  of 
all  the  executive  departments  and  their  ofRcers  a  ne«r 
thing  in  the  history  of  this  Government?  What  former 
President  ever  did  tbe  like?  If  tbe  President  intro- 
due«  a  new  practice,  may  we  not  meet  it  by  tn  appro- 
priate novelty  i  If  tbe  original  resolution  is  amended,  it 
should  be  done  by  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
separate  committee  to  examine  each  de[nrtment.  One 
committee,  I  fear,  cannot  go  through  the  whole.  If 
sudi  a  practice  had  prevailed,  as  I  think  it  ought  to  have 
done,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Government,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  many  things  which  have  been  im- 
properly done  would  not  have  tsken  place.    Early  in^ 

Kressions,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  never  forgotten.  '  I'he  first 
isson  tsught  me,  as  a  member  of  tbe  Kentucky  L<>gisla- 
ture,  many  years  since,  was  tbe  propriety  of  appointing 
annually  a  committee  to  examine  each  department  of 
tbe  Government  of  that  State,  and  to  report  upon  its 
condition.  The  offices  of  our  State— Auditor,  -  Treas- 
ure r.  Register,  &e.,  are  annually  examined  by  a  sep- 
arate committee,  and  reported  on.  We  do  not  lake 
die  Governor's  word  that  all  things  are  going  on  well; 
but  tbe  representatives  of  the  people  investigate  for 
themselves  and  thrir  oonstituenlsf  and  tbe  same  practice 
diould  prevail  in  this  Government,  henceforth  and  for> 
ever. 

ir,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  satisfied  the  House  that  we 
possess  the  power  to  make  a  general  examination  into 
the  condition  of  the  departments,  without  slating  be- 
forehand any  specific  abuse  or  malfeasance  as  the  object 
of  inquiryt  if  such  power  necessarily  results  from  tbe 
legislative  powers  vested  in  us  by  the  constitution,  and 
from  the  power  of  impeachment,  then  there  is  nothing 
left  to  be  eon^dered  but  tbe  propriety  of  ezerciMUg  the 
power  at  this  time.  It  is  nothing  more  nor  leas  than  an 
exercise  of  tbe  right  to  exan^ne  a  department  when 
this  House  calls  for  a  report.  We  have  as  much  right  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  ascertain  a  fact  by  inspecting  the 
records  uf  a  department,  as*  to  require  the  head  of  the 
same  department,  or  the  chief  of  any  bureau,  to  report 
as  to  tbe  particular  fact,  upon  bis  inspection.  Suppcve  a 
questioa  should  arise  whether  tlie  fact  is  truly  reported, 
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how  etn  yott  deetde  unl«H  you  have  the  power  to  ex- 
amine* I  diamiw  the  argument  in  reprd  to  the  riftbt  of 
t  ffcnenl  examimlion,  aod  will  proceed  to  ihow  the 
propriety  ofili  rxrrcise. 

Will  it  interest  the  people  of  thie  coanlry,  and  of  the 
whole  civilitcd  worMi  to  know  whether  there  are  cor- 
rupt  combinitioM  exiMlnff  amonx  the  officer!  of  ihii 
Gorernmentf  to  aid  and  lasiat  each  other  in  procuring 
and  retaininpf  for  themaelves  and  their  relativca  offices 
and  the  emolumenta  thereoP  la  it  advisable  to  aaeertain, 
in  thit  the  freeat  Government  on  earlh,  how  far  the  apir- 
it  of  deapotiam  can  or  hai  obtained  power  to  proacribe 
and  puniah  those  who  dare  to  aaaert  with  boldneaa,  and  to 
maintain  with  independence,  their  principles  of  policy, 
and  their  npinlona  In  reganl  to  men*  WilNt  have  a 
wlutary  influence  amonff  the  lovers  of  justice  and  vota- 
riea  of  freedom,  to  expose  the  wicked  achemea  of  self- 
aggrsndizement,  which  sometimes  ccH-rupt  the  whole- 
some  sdminiatration  of  the  laws,  and  infuae  a  deadly  poiaon 
into  the  legislation  of  a  country^  If  these  queations  are 
affirawtively  anawercd,  then,  air,  we  ought  now  to  raise 
■  Goaiinittee  and  require  an  examination  according  to 
the  or%h)al  molution.  Whether  the  committee  would 
find,  by  their  inveatigalton,  facta  to  alarm  the  nation,  or 
to  cheer  it  on  its  forward  march  to  greatneaa  in  popula- 
tion, in  wealth,  in  resources,  need  not  be  anticipated. 
The  committee  would  certainly  find  ftcta  of  the  one 
kind  or  the  other*  and  the  inveatigation  would  necessari- 
IjPreaull  in  pointinit  out  dangers  which  threaten  our  de- 
■traetion,  or  In  eon6rming  our  hopes  of  the  durability  of 
our  institulioM.  Either  result  is  desirable,  and  hence 
we  should  not  hesitate  to  adopt  the  original  resolution. 

I  will  siiitgest  some  things  which  could  be  done,  and 
which  cotfid  not  fail  to  be  deeply  interesting  to  the 
public.  Shortly  afler  the  election  of  General  Jackson  as 
President,  the  pwtmaater  at  cnargow,  Kentucky,  was 
removed  from  office.  He  did  not  vote  for  General 
Jaekboik  A  political  partiaan  was  appointed  in  hia 
place.  The  removed  postmaster  bad  the  businesa  of 
the  offlee  conducted  to  the  satiafaction  of  the  people,  so 
far  as  I  am  Informed.  During  the  last  searion,  chargea 
of  malfeasance  were  forwarded  to  me  against  the  then 
incumbent,  so  satisfactorily  suntained  by  proof,  that  the 
Postmaster  General  removed  the  incumbent,  and  ap- 
pointed another  in  his  place.  Now,  sir,  the  documents 
1^  which  the  removal  of  the  poatmasler  hst  session  was 
aerampliahcd  are  no  doubt  on  file  in  ihc  Post  Office  De* 
partment.  The  documents  and  charges  apon  which  the 
first  removal  took  place  ought  also  to  be  there,  and 
doubtleu  are.  1  would  have  an  examining  committee 
Inapect  these  documents,  and  collect  from  them  the 

Srinciple  of  action  with  the  Deparlmeni,  which,  in  the 
rat  instance,  cauaed  the  removal  of  a  competent  and 
ftithful  officer,  without  any  complaint  against  him,  and 
the  appointment  of  an  individual,  a  political  partiaan,  af- 
terwarda  removed  for  malfeaaance.  A  nmilar  inquiry 
should  be  had  in  all  other  like  caaea.  In  the  progren  of 
the  examination,  I  would  also  examine  the  correspond- 
ence and  documents  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  post- 
master at  Stanford,  Kentucky,  and  the  appointment  of 
Alfred  Hocker  in  his  place!  i  presume  the  Houxe  are 
not  ignorant  of  one  act,  at  least,  performed  by  this  no- 
torious perannaget  and  every  gentleman,  no  doubt,  has 
heard  tmt  when  he  demanded  possession  of  the  books, 
papera,  &e.  of  the  office  to  which  he  had  been  appoint, 
cd,  the  young  man  having  charge  of  them  refused  to 
surrender  upon  the  firal  summonst  and  upon  a  paasionate 
inquiry  from  Hocker,  ss  to  his  authority  for  withholding 
the  papera,  the  youth  calmly  replied,  "just  the  same 
which  you  had  to  withhold  the  Lincoln  poll-hook.**  Sir, 
I  should  like  to  know,  I  think  it  would  be  beneficial  to 
this  nation  to  ascertain,  the  motives  and  printiples  of  one 
of  tb«  departmenu  M  tbia  Ooremmoit,  ivbicb  led  to 


the  appointment  of  a  man  to  bold  a  highly  important  of- 
fice, who,  but  for  the  constitutional  provision  against  a 
pott  facto  laws,  would,  in  all  human  probability,  have 
been  a  penitentiary  convict  at  the  date  of  bio  oppoiBt- 
ment.  I  would  have  the  committee  examine  and  re-ex- 
amine the  recommendations  and  correspondence  rrialive 
to  the  appointOMnt  of  Hocker.  [Here  a  genllemam  near 
Mr.  V.  suggested,  in  an  under  tone,  "  that  tbey  wen 
probably  burnt  up  by  the  fire  last  night."]  Mr.  V.  con- 
tinued. I  hope  not,  sir.  When  I  reached  the  confla- 
gration, that  part  of  the  building  appropriated  to  the  aae 
of  the  General  Poat  Office  was  ao  &r  uninjared  as  to  ad- 
mit free  tcceaa  to  the  interior  of  it  without  danger,  and 
Uiere  wis  ample  time  to  have  aecured  all  imp«vtant  p»> 
pen.  I  trust,  air,  there  baa  been  no  destruction  of  any 
which  relate  to  removals  from  and  appointmenlato  office. 
These  papers,  if  thoroughly  scrutinized,  will,  1  appre- 
hend, exhibit  combinations  of  depravity  which  wouU 
startle  a  confiding,  unsuspecting  people,  and  call  mto 
active  operation  that  vigilance,  that  perpetual  vigilance, 
without  which  knavery  is  destined  to  triumph  over  hon- 
esty, and  lihetty  to  fall  under  the  maehioatiosts  of  ty- 
tnnls.  Sir,  I  desire  that  the  committee  should  examine 
all  the  correapondenee  In  each  of  the  depaHtaeats  rda. 
tive  to  removals  and  appointments.  I  want  to  know 
whether  the  Jefiersbnian  rule,  "  Is  he  honest,  is  be  capa- 
ble, >a  he  faithful  to  the  tjonstitution,"  govema  the  de- 
partments in  making^appointmentai  or  whether  tbit  be 
the  rule  now  practiaed  oni  '■■la  he  a  voter,  how  did  be 
vote,  and  how  many  votes  can  be  control  in  all  future 
contesta  for  power"'  You  may  aoppress.  this  inquiry  'J 
you  daret  hut,  sir,  unlesa  the  American  people  have  at. 
terly  lost  that  character  which  brought  their  fathers 
through  the  storms  of  the  Revolution,  tbey  will  ultimate^ 
ly  bring  to  light  the  bidden  secrets  of  all  your  ix- 
partments. 

There  are  other  objects  to  which  a  eomiuttee  of  in- 
vestigation could  and  should  tarn  Iheh-  attention.  Du- 
ring the  last  sestion,  a  member  from  New  Tork  [Mr. 
Hust]  waa  placed  at  the  head  of  a  committee,  raised  by 
the  order  of  (hia  Hou^,  for  the  purpoae  of  inquiring 
into  the  speculationa  made  in  the  public  landa  by  owai- 
hera  of  Congress,  and  the  facilities  afi^vded  tbewi  for 
that  purpoae  by  the  depoaite  banks.  He  waa  unable  to 
go  through  with  the  investigation,  and  asked  furtbertieae, 
which  was  refused.  Now,  sir,  the  committee  appoint* 
ed,  if  the  origins!  resolution  is  adopted,  can  asecrtun  a 
great  many  facta  in  regard  to  the  public  bmds^  aod  the 
speculationa  carried  on  in  them,  which  may  have  •  very 
important  inBuence  tipon  the  deliberations  and  leg;iria- 
lation  of  this  House.  They  can  ascertain  at  the  ImA 
Office  the  quantity  of  acres  sold  to  each  individual  and 
company  for  the  last  two  yean>,  and  when  each  sate  wu 
made.  They  can  ascertain  the  names  of  the  pareliaeei% 
and  then  they  can  ascertain  what  turns  of  money  bare 
been  loaned  lo  theae  purchasers  by  the  depose  bnnk^ 
and  when  the  loans  were  made,  provided  the  officers  of 
these  banks  do  not  aay  to  them,  "  that  ia  none  of  your 
busineu."  Thua,  sir,  a  committee,  by  going  properly 
to  work,  can  obtain  from  the  reconis  of  one  depattment 
and  the  books  of  the  deposite  hanka  all  the  informatioB 
necessary  to  elucidate  the  subject  of  inquiry  confided  to 
the  committee  of  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Hvkt]  was  chairman;  and,  by  so  dmng,  avoid 
wounding  the  delicate  sensibility  and  fastidious  htmor  af 
certain  witnesses,  who  mi^ht  refuse  to  answer  cevtaia 
questions,  if  called  to  testify. 

From  the  I^nd  Office  the  committee  might  pass  over 
to  the  Treaaury,  and  ascertain  how  much  gold  and  sil- 
ver had  been  there  depoaited  to  pay  for  Uitda,  and  ia 
Whose  bvor  Treasury  certificates  of  depo«te  were  is- 
sued, and  the  amount  of  eadi.  Thns^  sir,  the  mholK 
operations  of  our  hnd  system,  for  the  last  tvo  yean^ 
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iifig^t  be  developed  in  a  report,  pregnant  with  uaeful 
mti^  and  leading  to  important  coniequeneei  in  our 
legnhtion. 

I  ahall  my  nnthins*  more,  berievinj^,  as  I  do,  (hat  if  the 
SDg^attoni  made  are  not  sufficient  to  aatiary  this  House 
or  the  propriety  of  raiaint;  a  comrnittee,  and  vesting  it 
with  unrestricted  powera  to  examine  Ihe  departments, 
all  else  will  fail  to  have  the  desired  effect. 

Mr.  LANE  rose  and  moved  sn  adjournment,  but  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  who,  on  leave,  submitted  a  resolution, 
driving  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Raads  power  to  send  Tor  persona  and  papers,  in  invest!- 
gatinff  into  the  causes  of  the  burning  of  the  Post  Offiee 
building.  Mr.  B.  explained  (hat  the  resolution  was  of- 
lered  to  supply  a  defect  in  the  one  adopted  on  the  same 
subject  (bat  morning.  The  resolution  was  concurred  in 
nem.  £»..  and  then 

Tbe  ilouie  adjourned* 

FaiDlT,  DBCaHBER  16. 
PROPERTY  LOST  IN  MILITARY  SERVICE. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  by  consen*,  submitted  a  mo- 
tiim  that  tbe  House  proceed  to  the  conatderation  of  bills 
on  the  priTate  calendar. 

Mr.  W.  sud  be  did  not  wish  to  multiply  words,  but 
(hat  the  calendar  was  very  long,  and  he  was  anxious  to 
send  the  bills  to  tbe  other  House  aa  fast  as  possible. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House,  on  motion 
of  .Mr.  W.,  resolved  itaelf  into  Committee  of  tbe  Whole, 
(Mr.  Hathis  ia  the  chair,)  on  the  bills  on  tbe  private 
calendsfj  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W.,  the  biti  (o  provide 
for  the  payment  for  lioraea  and  other  proper(y  lost  or  de- 
■troyed  in  the  military  aervioe  of  tbe  United  Sta(ca  wu 
referred  to  the  same  committee.  And  the  committee 
having  taken  up  (he  aaid  bill, 

Hr.  HARDIN  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the 
sime  by  striking  out  the  words  "  4th  May,  1823,"  and 
inserting  the  words  "8  h  June,  1813,"  (extending  its 
provisions  to  that  periodj)  which  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOI^ET  further  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
extending  i(8  provisions  to  property  impressed  "in  any 
State  or  Territorj*,  in  the  existing  war  in  Florida,  or  tbe 
late  war  with  the  Creek  Indians." 

After  aome  debate,  in  which  Measra.  B.  WHITTLE- 
SEY, HOLSEY,  HARDIN,  and  WHITE,  participated, 
the  amendment  was  rejected.  And,  no  further  amend- 
ment having  been  offered,  the  bill  waa  laid  aside,  but 
was  aobsequently  taken  up  agwu*  the  aniendmenta  con- 
curred in,  and  tbe  bill  ordered  to  be  engroned  for  a 
third  reading. 

Several  other  billa  were  then  taken  up  in  committeei 
emong  the  rest,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  representa* 
tivea  of 

COLONEL  ANTHONY  W.  WHITE. 

A  long  debate  took  place  on  thia  bill,  principally  on 
a  motion  of  Hr.  H.  Allsr  to  strike  out  ihe  provision  al- 
lowing interest  from  July  4,  1780,  to  the  present  time, 
on  a  claim  for  advancea  alleged  to  have  been  made  to 
troopa  during  the  revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  it  could  not  be  otherwise  than  high- 
ly disagreeable  to  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  upon  this 
floOT  to  feel  himself  under  the  necessity  of  oppoung  any 
claim  that  haa  ita  origin  in,  or  that  has  grown  out  o^  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  eoanlry  during  the  revolutionary 
atruggle  for  its  independence.  A  claim  of  that  denom- 
ination commends  itself  at  once  to  our  patrio(ic  feelings) 
and  we  aO  are  predisposed,  and  should  be  predisposed, 
to  regard  it  with  favor.  But,  Hr.  Chairman,  in  the 
payment  of  public  mon^  tu  8a(iafy  tbe  demands  of  pri- 


vate individuals  upon  the  Government,  it  n  abaolutely 
indispenaabic  that  some  general  principle  be  adopted  and 
adhered  Xot  and  that  all  olaimanla  be  treated  in  tbe  sama 
manner.    It  would  be  great  injustice  not  to  do  this,  and 
would,  moreover,  leave  our  legislation  very  much  at 
loose  ends.    Sir,  (here  must  be  aomething  alrikingly  pe- 
culiar in  the  character  of  that  claim  which  can  be  re- 
garded by  Government  or  by  Congresa  at  elevated  above 
that  high  merit  of  being  juat  and  equitable  in  itaelf. 
And,  sir,  there  must  be  aomething  no  lesa  Angularly  atri- 
kinv  and  peculiar  in  the  character  of  that  claim  which 
ahall  be  underatandingly  paid  by  the  Government,  or 
allowed  by  Congress,  wKhout  its  being  just  and  equita* 
ble  in  itself.    Fur  one,  sir,  I  am  disposed  to  have  tbe 
Government  pay  promptly  every  claim  that  ahall  come 
up  to  the  character  of  being  just  or  equitable  in  itself 
,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  have  any  paid  that  fall  below  this 
atandardt  and  all  that  are  paid,  I  would  have  paid  upon 
one  and  the  aame  principle,  and  by  one  and  (he  aame 
general  rule,  be  that  as  it  may,  unlesa  a  positive  agree- 
ment  between  the  claimant  and  the  Government  shall 
constitute  any  particular  claim  an  exception  from  the  gen- 
erality of  private  claims.   That  different  degrees  of  hard- 
ship and  misfortune,  as  well  aa  of  benefits  and  advan- 
tages, to  individual  claimsnta,  will  enter  Into  tbe  craati- 
tution  of  their  different  claims  is  to  be  expected  from 
tbe  very  nature  of  human  afiaira.   But  that  tbe  Govern- 
ment ahould  undertake  to  deal  out  juatice  more  nicely 
or  equally  among  claimants,  by  an  attempt  to  pursue 
their  claims  through  all  (he  incidental  shades  of  merit 
that  may  be  thought  to  diatingutah  some  (hat  are  allowed 
from  others  that  are  aim  allowed,  and  to  favor  some 
over  others,  appeara  to  my  mind  entirely  impolitic,  and 
impracticable  lo  be  accomplished,  and  would  be  more 
productive  of  inequali^  and  eomplunt  than  of  equality 
and  aatisfaction,  in  the  distrihutwn  of  tbe  Government^ 
allowances.    Sir,  I  am  constrained  to  oppose  such  a  ays- 
em,  and  to  know  but  one  rule  of  paymenit  and  that  ii^ 
to  pay  all  demands  alike  that  are  fmind  to  be  juat  againat 
the  Government,  and  to  reject  all  alike  that  are  not  found 
to  be  of  this  character. 

In  relation  to  the  prinei|»l  or  substantive  part  of  the 
claim  now  pending  before  the  committee,  I  havenothing 
to  aay.  I  have  not  myaelf  bad  an  opportunity  of  inveaU- 
galing  its  merits  in  this  particular;  but  it  aeema  tob* 
conc^ed  on  all  aides  as  just  in  itself;  at  least,  from  no 
quarter  havel  heard  it  objected  to  upon  this  floor.  But, 
sir,  it  ia  to  the  allowance  of  inlereat  for  some  forty  or 
fifty  years  back  that  I  do  make  a  queation,  and  am  con- 
atrained  to  oppose  my  votej  and  I  ask  the  committee  to 
look  well  to  the  effect  of  aueh  allowance  upon  both  the 
past,  present,  and  fixture  operations  of  thia  Goverament. 
Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  adopt  a  principle  so  moawn- 
tous  m  its  extent,  retrospective  and  proapective,  which 
haa  never  yet  been  adopted  by  Congress,  unless  in  some 
very  few  cases  where  it  was  unobserved,  probablyj 
and  a  principle  which  baa  been  repeatedly,  and  I  may 
aay  uniformly,  repudiated  by  Gongreas,  in  the  atyoat- 
ment  of  claims?  Where  will  it  lead  us,  or  where  will  it 
end?  If,  because  thia  claim  ia  just,  interest  is  to  be  al- 
lowed upon  that  claim  from  ita  origin,  then,  to  be  juat 
and  consistent  in  our  practice,  interest  should  beallowed 
on,every  other  claim  found  to  be  jualf  for  juatice  can  know 
no  mediumat  which  tostop  in  this  particular.  And,  sir,  it 
is  not  only  all  present  claims,  but  all  future  claims,  which 
ahall  be  adjudged  yui  against  the  GuvernmenT,  that 
should  and  muat  be  so  settled  with  interest  t  and  thia  claim  . 
will  be  an  undeniable  precedent  and  authority  for  it  Nor 
ahall  we  be  permitted  to  stop  here,  if  we  would  be  con-  - 
sistent,  and  alike  jiiit  to  all.  But  all  claims  that  have  atany 
lime  heretofore  been  recognised  and  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment, without  the  allowance  of  intereat  upon  them,  will 
be  as  fairly  andequiuhly  entitled  remctircly  to  this  aame 
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allovuice  of  interett  by  Ibe  Government,  m  if  the  prin- 
cipal bad  never  been  paid,  or  as  if  tbey  were  yet  to  ba 
adjusted.  Are  gCBtlenien  prepared  to  go  thia  extent, 
or  to  involve  the  Government  in  these  burdensome  but 
inevitable  consequences  of  the  rule  proposed  to  be  adopt- 
«d  by  this  b\W  Sir,  consider  the  enormous  claims  still 
pending,  denominated  the  French  claims  prior  to  1800, 
and  some  of  which,  to  say  the  least,  arc  as  just,  perhaps, 
H  even  the  claim  dow  pending,  or  are  allefired  to  be  aot 
and  are  ^ntlemen  prepared  to  csrry  out  Ibit  principle 
of  allowing  interest  in  reference  to  those  claims^  and 
will  they  do  it^  Why  ahould  a  different  rule  apply  to 
one  just  claim,  and  not  be  conceded  to  another?  If  a 
rule  of  adjustment  be  adopted  and  applied  to  a  present 
claim,  admitted  to  be  just,  wliy  not  say  it  shall  apply  to 
all  future  and  all  past  claims  also,  admitted  also  to  be 
just?  Because  a  claim  has  been  once  settled  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, if  the  aettlement  did  not  embrace  all  that  the 
cUimant,  upon  bir  principle,  aucb  as  the  Gorernroent  ii 
now  about  to  be  made  to  rectwniae,  was  entitled  to,  the 
Government  surely  cannot  refuse  to  go  back  and  do  the 
injured  party  that  justice  now.  How  many  thousand 
claims  will  thus  be  revived,  and  upon  the  basis  about  to 
be  established  in  this  bill'  Will  gentlemen  but  reflect 
upon  the  strong  equitable  character  of  claims  heretofore 
Mjusted  by  Government,  but  denied  the  allowance  of  in- 
tereatf  When  a  revenue  or  cuatom^KHiae  officer,  or  any 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Dcpsrtment,  under  a  miscon- 
struction of  a  provision  of  law,  has  exacted  of  a  mer- 
chant an  excesa  of  duty  upon  articles  imported  by  him, 
and  absolutely  brought  into  the  Treasury  money  that 
such  merchant  was  not  bound  to  pay,  Congress  baa  invari- 
ably repaid  the  amount  wrongfully  exacted,  but  never  a 
cent  of  intereit  upon  it.  Wbea  the  property  of  a  citizen 
baa  been  seized  and  sold  by  the  Govemment  for  the  aup- 
poaed  violation  of  some  law,  perbspa  of  a  revenue  law, 
•od,  upon  adjudication  by  the  proper  tribunals,  tlie 
aetzure  and  sale  have  been  disallowed  and  demonstrated 
to  have  been  wrongful,  the  properly  of  such  citizen, 
or  the  proceeds  of  it,  bare  been  invariably  restored, 
upon  a  claim  therefor,  but  not  with  interest,  even 
though  yeara  may  have  been  exhausted  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. Could  more  equitable  cases  be  conceived 
for  the  application  of  the  rule  of  interest  than  were 
■uch  cases?  But,  sir,  it  has  not  been  adopted,  because 
the  whole  proceeding  and  delay  incident  thereto  have  in 
all  cases  been  viewed  as  a  misfortune,  and  not  a  wrong, 
and  for  which  the  Government  ought  not  and  cannot, 
upon  prineiplea  of  sound  policy,  be  considered  as  the  rc- 
nnble  party,  llie  Govemnient,  in  such  cases,  loses 
property  for  which  it  vaa  contending  and  wu  aup* 
posed  to  t>e  entitled  to,  while  the  other  party  recovers  it, 
but  with  a  loaa  of  the  uae  of  it  while  in  dispute.  In  case 
of  a  claim  in  the  nature  of  a  debt,  long  delays  are  often 
incident  to  an  allowance.  This  is  a  misfortune  fur  which 
the  Government  ia  not,  and  ought  not  tO  be,  considered 
aa  particularly  responsible.  It  ia  unavoidable,  from  the 
nature  of  government.  The  claimant  bimscif  is  a  con- 
■tituent  part  of  the  aame  Government,  and  abares,  in 
oommon  with  hia  fellow-citizens  under  it,  of  the  advan- 
tages  and  disadvantages  flowing  from  it.  If  the  rule  of 
the  Government  is  to  pay  the  demands  justly  made  upon 
it,  as  soon  as  they  are  respectively  estatilished  and  pass- 
ed through  the  requisite  fortns  instituted  f»r  the  ae* 
eurity  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Government,  it  Is  alt  that 
can  be  rightly  demanded  of  it  i  and  the  delay  incident 
to  their  adjuatment  is  a  raiafortune  that  each  claimant 
must  bear  for  himself,  and  constitutes  no  foundation  fur 
an  additional  claim  against  the  Government.  Thi^  sir,  1 
repeat,  has  been  and  must  continue  to  be,  1  think,  the 
cstsbliabed  and  only  politic  rule  to  be  observed  by  Con- 
gress.  Any  other  will  lead  to  confusion,  partialities,  and 
injustice.  Any  other  rule  would  be  unjust  to  the  Qur- 
crnmcnt  itself. 


UT'  Cbairman,  the  claim  now  before  nsisinoldduB, 
and  its  advocates  allege  that  it  is  of  ibe  sane  deae^- 
tion  with  thoae  tint  were  provided  for  by  the  fbnfior 
system,  of  the  revolutionary  debt%  adopted  ander  Vn^ 
ident  Washington's  administration,  upon  wbich  intEmt 
was  allowed.    If  this  be  so,  wr,  it  goes  to  eitibliih  ibe 
justice  of  the  debt,  but  not  the  justice  of  the  cliim  nov 
set  up  for  interest  upon  it.    For  the  question  tTimit 
once*  if  provision  was  made  by  Govemoient  lot  ibe  id- 
juatment  of  thia  claim  at  that  early  period,  why  vumt 
It  adjusted,  and  the  benefit  of  interest  secured  to  \t> 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Hr.  Ciiie] 
has  attempted  an  expbination  of  this  delayt  and  il  bii 
explanation  be  talcen,  it  constitutes,  tu  my  mii^d,  ibt 
moat  conclusive  argument  against  inttead  of  in  Tivot  of 
this  claim  for  interest}  for  it  demonstrate!,  so  fir  from 
involving  tbe  Government  in  fault,  the  whole 
to  have  been  with  tbe  claimant.    That  genllenaa  bji 
the  claimant  probably  omitted  to  avail  himself  of  tke 
funding  act,  by  which  bis  debt  might  have  been  adjua- 
ed  and  interest  aecured  upon  it,  if  well  founded,  Iros 
a  conviction  that  the  promtaes  or  aecuritiei  of  the  Gn- 
ernment  under  tbe  act  would  never  be  redeciaedud 
paid.    He  despaired  of  ever  being  tuud.   Sir,  are  ve 
then  to  pay  interest  for  Ibe  delay  of  forty  ycsn  in  tbe 
settlement  of  this  claim,  because  the  claimant  uodem- 
led  tbe  worth  of  tbe  Government's  promises,  oriBiie<»- 
eeived  the  capacity  of  tbe  Government  to  {ny!  Wilk 
this  explanation  o(  the  case,  the  claim  for  intereM  out 
certainly  ceasca  to  liave  any  merit  whatever,  and  ibosld 
not  be  allowed. 

It  is  said,  in  another  quarter,  tlint  this  case  forauu 
exception  to  the  generality  of  caaes,  because  tbe  Goi- 
ernmcnt  i^reed  to  pay  interest  on  thiadenonuBilioBof 
claims,  by  tbe  terms  of  the  funding  act.  ■  But  the  tenia 
of  that  act  embraced  only  auch  claimantaaasaw  propci 
to  or  could  avail  themselves  of  tt|  and  beyond  tuiiitie 
act  neither  offered  nor  agreed,  on  tlie  part  of  tbe  Got- 
I  ernment,  to  pay  interest.  I'his  claimant  did  not  mil 
I  himself  of  that  agreement  t  and  the  very  fact  that  be  ^ 
not  is  calculated  to  impress  the  mind  with  the  coav;c- 
tion  that  something  peculiar  attached  to  tbe  claim  tbco, 
and  which  doea  not  now  appear,  to  debar  it  from  illaf> 
anoe  under  the  funding  act.  Atalleventi^  Ur.  Cluir- 
man,  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  laches  on  tbe  putol 
the  Government  respecting  this  chitm,  to  entitle  it  to  pe- 
culiar favor.  There  is  no  proof  of  en  unwillingDe«ff 
omisuon  on  the  part  of- tbe  Government  to  pay  ii,>i^ta 
it  hsaonce  been  established  by  a  compliance  with  Ik 
requinte  formalities  of  legi  Ution.  And  I  do  insiolu 
that  the  same  rule  should  be  applied  to  it  ashaibeentp- 

filled  to  all  other  claims)  which  i),  to  pay  it  wbenetfib. 
ished  satisfactorily,  and  to  pay  nothing  more  on  iccain 
ofanydelayatliat  have  been  incident  to  itaeatabMuneri. 
Thia  has  been  the  uuifurm  rule  of  UuvernmentiniUUt 
casea,  with  perhaps  an  exception  or  two  that  cannot  tan 
weight;  and  it  is  the  only  rule  that  will  be  just  or  polAie 
in  practice.  All  hardships  arising  under  this  rule  mut 
be  regarded  aa  nusfortunei^  and  not  na  wroi^t  ^ 
Govemment  will  always  be  juat  towards  indiviiM 
when  its  nrcessary  requirements  are  twrnpiied  viih 
them.  I  am  constrained  to  vote  in  aupport  of  the  mitu 
uf  the  gentleman  frum  Vermont,  [Mr.  Alur,]  and  inul 
it  will  prevail.  It  involves  a  great  principle,  tint  slwuld 
not  be  lust  sight  uf  or  relaxed,  under  any  ctrcumstaacci 
that  fall  khort  of  a  pokttire  agreement  on  the  part  of  ike 
Government  to  relax  it,  entered  into  at  tbe  origin  of  'b' 
claim  that  seeks  to  evade  it. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
HoukC.    The  bhric  bill  eomii^  up  *ubsequen!ly,  oo  ii>' 
question  of  engrossment— 

ftlr.  ALLEN,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  postpone  its  (>'•• 
ther  oonaideration  until  to-murrowi  which  motion  wu  iv^ 
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The  qaeslion  then  recurred  on  orderin|f  the  bill  to  be 
engroswd  for  ft  third  reading;  at  which  stage  ofthe  ban* 
neat* 

Mr.  MANK,  of  New  York,  asked  leave  to  mbtnit  a 
motion  that  when  the  House -adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet 
on  Monday  next. 

Objection  haring  been  made,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Ur.'  M.,  suspended  the  rule,  to  enable  Kim  to  aubmit  the 
aame.    And  the  motion  to  adjourn  over  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HANNBGAN,  by  eonaent,  offered  the  following 
reaolutbnt 

Jiesohedf  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  er- 
amine  Into  the  condition  of  the  steamboat  navigation  oF 
the  country  ^nerally,  the  causes  of  the  frequent  disas- 
ters in  that  wsy,  and  the  propriety  of  a  general  law  for 
the  regulation  of  such  navigation. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN, 

The  House  a^mimed. 

MeSDAT,  DlCXMBBK  19. 

PROTECTIVE  DUTIES, 
The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  unfinished  busi- 
neu  of  the  morning  hour  was  the  petition  presented  on 
Monday  last,  by  the  gentleman  from  Hassaehuietls,  [Mr. 
Ad&xs,]  from  eleven  hundred  citizens  of  Boston,  pray- 
ing for  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  fbreign  coal,  and  the 
ftirther  consideration  of  which  had  been  postponed  to 
this  day.  ' 

[There  were  two  motions  pending:  first,  (he  motion  of 
Mr.  AD&m  to  commit  the  petition  to  the  Commiliee  on 
Manufacturest  and^  secondly,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fattoh  to 
commit  the  same  to  the  Committee  of  Wars  and  Means.] 
'  Mr.  ADAHS  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Hr.  PATTon]  would  withdraw  his  motion  for  com- 
roitment,  since  that  part  of  the  President's  message 
which  referred  to  the  protective  duties  had  already 
been  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  He 
(Mr.  A.)  presumed,  of  course,  that  all  these  petitions 
for  the  repeal  of  duty  on  coal,  which  was  one  uf  the 
protected  articles,  would  go  to  that  committee.  When 
this  petition  was  last  before  the  Jlouse,  be  had  asked 
for  Ibc  yeaa  and  nays  on  the  question  of  reference,  and 
the  Boaae  bad  decided  they  uiould  be  taken.  He  did 
not,  however,  wish  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House 
in  that  way,  and  he  would  be  glad  if  his  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia would  withdraw  his  motion,  and  permit  the  peti- 
tion to  go  to  the  Committee  on  ManufacturcB. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  was  not  present  at  the  time  the 
reference  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Haasaehusetts 
•llndcd  had  been  madr,  and  be  coold  not,  therefore, 
know  what  views  were  entertained  by  the  House  in  giv- 
ing that  direction  to  the  particular  portion  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  which  related  to  protective  duties.  If  tie 
(Mr.  P.)  were  satisfied  tliat  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  that  House  to  dispose  of  the 
matter  as  had  been  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  be  (Mr.  P.)  would  make  no  further 
question;  but  be  apprehended  such  wss  not  the  intention 
of  the  House.  There  was  so  intimate  a  connexion  be- 
tween the  subject  of  the  protective  system  and  that  of. 
the  revenue  system  of  the  country,  that  there  did  not 
appesr  to  him  any  absolute  ground  of  preference  for 
■ending  the  subject  to  the  one  committee,  and  not  tothe 
other,  except  in  so  far  as  gentlemen  were  favorable  to 
the  tariff  system,  or  inimical  to  it.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  no  one  item  of  our  tariff  system  could  be  touched, 
which  was  not  to  be  supposed,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
operate  favorably  or  unfavorably  upon  the  manufactur- 
ing interests  So,  also,  there  was  not  otie  subject  of 
manufacturing  interest  which  was  not  supposed  to  act 
fRTorably  or  unfavorably  on  the  question  ol'  revenue. 


For  himself,  he  considered  that  all  that  portion  of  the 
President's  message  which  related  to  the  reduothm  of 
dutiea  was  to  be  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  existii^ 
Btate  <^  our  revenue.  The  object  he  bad  in  view  wa^ 
that  the  House  might  know,  in  touching  the  tariff  sya* 
tem,  how  the  revenue  of  the  country  would  be  affected. 
He  considered  the  authority  of  the  Government  to  inter- 
fere with  the  subject  of  imposts  as  extending  only  to  the 
authority  to  raise  revenue  for  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
mentt  and,  entertaining  these  views,  he  eonld  not  con- 
sent that  the  petition  should  go  to  the  ComB^ltee  on 
Msnufsciures. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN6  expressed  a  hope  that,  afler  the 
debate  which  had  taken  place  the  other  day,  the  time  of 
the  House  would  not  now  be  consumed  in  discussing  a 
similar  question.  By  the  result  of  that  debate,  Ibia  sub- 
ject had  been  brought  under  the  consideratipn  of  Both 
committees]  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  a 
question  of  revenue,  and  of  the  Committee  on  Hanufsc- 
tures  as  a  question  oif  protective  duty.  It  struck  him, 
however,  that,  in  the  present  instance,  the  Hoiiseahould 
not  depart  frum  its  custom  of  referring  these  petitions  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  C.  was  understood  to  allude  to  certain  memorials 
on  this  subject,  which  had  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  one  of  which  was  now  be- 
fore it.  By  a  atanding  rule  of  the  Bouse,  (proceeded 
Mr.  C.,)  it  had  been  made  the  duly  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  report  on  these  subjects  of  the  rev- 
enue; and  at  every  session  of  Congress  petitions  and  me- 
morials of  a  aimilar  character  bad  been  referred.  He 
did  not  wish  to  intrench  on  the  duties  of  the  Committee 
on  Hanuractures,  but  he  hoped  that,  as  a  matter  having 
natural  reference  to  the  revenue  of  the  countnr,  the  me- 
morial would  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  ADAHS  said  that  be  should  not  have  uttered  one 
word  further  on  this  subject,  if  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  CAMBasLsiTo]  had  not 
intimated  that  the  usual  course  had  been  for  llie  House 
to  refer  these  memorials  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  It  had  been  the  usual  course  of  the  House  to 
refer  them  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  quite  as 
much  as  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and,  at 
the  very  last  session  of  Congress,  petitions  and  memori- 
als, and  a  proposition  or  resolution  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman's collesgue,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactures, had  been  referred  to  that  very  committee; 
therefore,  to  far  as  precedent  went,  the  House  hsd  re- 
ferred the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  as 
well  as  to  the  Committee  of  Wsys  and  Means.  The  pe- 
tition now  before  the  House  waa  one  which  he  (Mr.  A-) 
had  had  the  honor  to  present,  not  fivm  his  immediate 
constituents,  but  from  his  neigiibora  of  the  very  next  dis- 
trict. They  had  called  upon  him  to  present  it,  and  he 
had  done  so.  It  was  a  petition  for  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  foreign  co«1.  lie  hoped  the  House  would  refer 
it,  according  to  the  principle  which  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  himself  laid  down  for 
its  reference;  that  was  to  say,  precedent. 

At  the  same  time,  it  sppeared  very  immaterial  to  him, 
after  the  reference  which  had  been  made  of  so  much  of 
the  President's  message  as  relates  to  the  protective  sys- 
tem, whether  the  petitions  were  referred  to  one  commit- 
tee or  the  other.  Both  committees,  he  preaunted,  would 
have  the  power  to  take  up  these  petitions,  to  consider 
whether  or  not  they  had  been  referred  to  them  under  a 
general  reference.  But  the  very  essence  and  qulntes- 
cence  of  the  question  for  the  reduction  of  duty  upon 
coil  wai  a  question  of  protective  duties.  Set  aside  the 
mere  fact  that  the  duty  upon  coal  was  made  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  domestic  Indus' ry  of  the  country,  and  there 
would  be  no  quesltoo  at  all  to  d»i^e  upon.  There  was 
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not  in  Article  In  all  mture  upon  which  there  vu  a  more 
Bnanimoua  opinion  that  the  duty  ought  to  be  repealed, 
aettii^  aside  the  queation  of  duty.  It  was,  therefore, 
caaentially  a  question  of  protection,  and  not  of  duty. 

Mr.  McKEON  said  that  (he  city  he  came  Irom  was 
deeply  interested  in  this  question.  At  this  very  moment, 
while  we  were  debating  the  question  of  protection,  the 
poor  throughout  this  nation  were  suffterinf  from  this 
policy  of  protection.  He  was  anzioua  the  repeal  should 
be  made  this  session,  and,  to  whatever  committee  it 
might  be  sent,  that  we  aUould'  have  a  report  and  a  deci- 
sion of  this  House.  The  city  of  New  York  had  for 
yean  petitioned  on  this  subject,  and  yet  nothing  has 
been  done  to  relieve  them  from  this  oppressive  tax. 
The  subject  bad  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meansi  it  likewise  had  been  in  the  charge 
of  the  committee;  but  yet,  sir,  nothing  has  been 
done.  What  1  dcaire  is,  that  some-  action  should 
be  hadi  (hat  this  matter  ahall  not  be  tossed  about  from 
yrar  to  year,  from  committee  to  committee,  without  any 
result.  The  people,  the  suffering  people,  demand  a 
decision.  I  am  willing  that  it  should  be  committed  to 
the  Wsys  and  Meanst  it  properly  belonffs  to  that  body. 
If  the  position  usumed  by  the  distiiwuished  gentleman 
from  Massaehuselts  be  correct,  he  will  drag  within  the 
extended  circle  of  his  jurisdiction  every  matter  in  the 
tarifr.  The  proposition  on  the  reduction  of  the  duly  on 
bread  stuffs,  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, should  be  sent  to  the-Committee  on  Manufactures. 
This  was  not  a  question  of  protection,  but  of  revenue. 
It  wu  n  question  of  taulioni  whether  exclusive  legisla- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  the  few,  at  the  aaerifice  oi  the 
rights  and  eomrorts  of  the  many,  shall  be  continued;  and, 
in  that  point  of  view,  he  wished  the  subject  to  be  sent  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Henna.  We  have  millions 
overflowing  our  Treasury,  and  it  became  that  committee, 
not  the  committee  on  protecting  manufactures,  to  inquire 
how  one  could  be  reduced.  The  poor  of  the  country 
were  on  the  one  «de,  and  thoae  to  be  protected  on  the 
otberi  and,  for  one,  he  wished  to  relieve  Uie  consumers 
from  (hb  tax. 

Mr.  HARPER  wu  understood  to  ssy  that  he  did  not 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  this  was 
altogether  aquestion  of  revenue.  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  Ihe 
immense  amounts  of  money  which  had  been  invested  in 
this  branch  of  domestic  industry,  (ihe  coal  mining,)  un- 
der the  belief  that  Ihe  protection  which  bad  been 
promised  would  be  biihfully  carried  out.  If  the  country 
was  lidioriog  under  any  evil  from  the  want  of  an  ade- 
quale  supply  uf  Ihis  neeeasary  article,  it  was  not  because 
there  was  not  an  abundance  of  it  in  the  country,  pro- 
vided the  necessary  time  were  given.  Up  to  the  year 
1834,  a  sufficient  number  of  purchasers  could  not  be 
found  to  take  up  (he  supply  which  had  been  furnished. 
A  un^le  company  alone,  in  Pennsylvania,  had  had  great 
quantities  lying  over  fur  want  of  purchasers. 

From  that  lime  to  the  present,  the  demand  hsd  great- 
ly increasedi  but,  even  during  the  last  year,  a  great  num- 
ber of  vessels  bad  been  employed  in  carrying  coal  to  find 
a  market.  And  if  this  market  were  thrown  open  to 
foreign  competition,  all  these  persons  would  be  thrown 
out  of  occupation.  To  what  committee,  then,  coutd  the 
petition  be  so  approprislely  referred  as  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures.^  From  the  Committee  of"  Ways 
and  Means  (said  Ur.  H.)  we  can  look  fbrnothingbut 
an  adverse  report.  He  hoped  the  subject  would  frn, 
where  it  properly  belonged,  to  Ihe  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures. They  would  take  into  consideration  the  im- 
mense sums  invested,  as  well  ss  the  labor  of  the  vast 
number  of  bands  employed  in  the  trade.  He  saw  no 
reason  why  this  branch  of  damrntic  indiiHlry  should  alone 
be  singled  out,  and  he  hoptd  that  each  branch  would  be 
made  to  bear  its  proportion  uf  any  reduction  which  might 
be  conndcred  requisite. 


Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  said  it  appearel  to  hin  itDnit- 
terial  (o  which  committee  the  petition  was  referted;  be- 
cause the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueatii  hid  certtia 
duties  to  perform,  and  those  duties  involved  thii  wrj 
question.  To  the  Committee  on  Hamifstiuresbidbtea 
apedally  referted  that  portnm  of  the  PreMdenl|inM«|e 
which  rekted  to  protective  dnlie%  and  in  tbst  portioaoT 
the  messaire  this  Article  of  fuel  had  been  speciaUy  mt» 
tioned.  But,  as  an  apology  to  Ihe  CommiKee  on  Utau- 
factures  for  the  vole  he  was  about  to  pvr,  he  would  tt.j 
that,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  he  bad  oStted  ■ 
resolution  for  the  repeal  of  duties  on  foreign  coil.  He 
bsd  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Wsyi  ud 
Means,  but  it  was  referred  to  the  Comoiittee  m  Misu- 
faeturei^  which  committee  did  him  (be  cowleqr  to  dii* 
cuss  that  resolution;  and,  if  he  remembered  rigb>>  D»R 
were  seven  sgainst  a  repeal  of  the  duly  t  there  «u  one 
qualified  vote,  and  one  vote  for  a  repeal.  In  refmsce 
to  his  constituents,  who  consumed  one  and  s  bslf  Bkl- 
lions  of  dollars  worth  or  this  necessary  article,  nolesiK* 
ceasary  Ihsn  bread,  he  would  say  this  wu  s  most  impof- 
Unt  subject.  He  voted  for  the  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  because  he  expected  Iron 
them  a  more  rational,  humane,  and  just  report. 

Mr.  HEED  said  that  the  object  to  be  attained  by  the 
reference  of  these  petitkina  was,  to  refer  them  to  m 
committee,  whichever  it  might  be,  who  would  rurniu 
the  House  with  more'  mioute  information  thsn  (he  meB. 
hers  were  supposed  (o  possess.  He  took  it  for  palitA 
that  they  were  all  in  favor  of  repealing  the  duty  m 
eign  coal,  wholly  or  in  part,  if  it  could  be  done 
injuring  any  uf  the  great  interests  of  the  eouatry.  Tbe 
question  presents  itself:  was  the  House  prepared  to  re- 
peal 'At  In  whal  way  would  it  affect  thr  interotoflM 
country  >  And  this  question  he  considered  the  Commit- 
tee of  Wsys  and  Means  were  not  preparedAo 
We  were  bound  to  refer  all  subjects  (o  a  committM  wt 
hsd  charge  of  the  particular  interest  to  which  (bey  reftr- 
red.  He  presumed  there  wsa  no  gcntlenun  In  >■>*' 
House  who  would  pass  a  law  which  would  dertrojr  oni 
coal  mines.  . 

He  was  desirous  to  have  all  the  informstion  •ntf" 
could  be  procured;  and  to  whom  should  they  lovk  for  n 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  prcparri  to 
show  that  the  revenue  of  the  country  wu  abuiwM'i 
without  (he  du(y  on  foreign  coal.  But  was  the  Uoitf 
prepared  to  repeal  it?  It  was  necessary,  before  (hey  »»" 
ranced  a  atep  towarda  (hat  measure,  that  they  should  »|- 
certain  what  would  be  iU  effect  on  the  great  mlere&t  ot 
the  producer;  and,  to  accomplish  that  object,  tlie  peiii"X' 
ought  to  be  referred  to  (be  Committee  on  Manulaclui^ 
or  some  committee  that  would  examine  the  sabject  »i- 
ly,  in  all  its  bearings.  . 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that  if  ^ 
rules  of  the  House,  defining  the  duties  and  p°*'"2 
the  committees,  were  to  govern  them,  then  be  woO" 
say  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  deternMBS  thisqa"* 
lion  by  them.  That  which  he  termed  the  appr<q>r'*" 
duty  of  Ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  vMtoC(» 
lider  the  ways  and  means  of  raising  revenue.  U 
not  beeiY  pretended  that  (his  quesdon  was  to  be  conadtf ■ 
ed  at  all  with  any  reference  to  the  raising  of  rertB"*' 
The  revenue  was  more  than  abundant.  Those  "'••P'*' 
sented  themselves  to  the  cr>nsideratton  of 
asked  for  a  reduction  of  duly.  They  asked  nol  for  tea 
raising  of  revenue,  but  for  its  diminution.  How,  in'"' 
did  the  case  pr<>sent  itself  to  the  House?  The  gt^' 
tieman  from  Mitssacliusetls  had  asked  a  K*^^' ^ 
(be  petition  to  (he  Committee  un  Manufactures;  but  * 
had  been  objectfd  (o  that  reference,  that  it  sliouttl  go 
from  the  coinmillce  having  charge  of  the  sibjectjoiB 
Committee  of  Wsys  and  Means.  He  (Mr.  C.)  wotildBJ 
that  the  Committee  on  Manufacturea  wu  the  apprcp"' 
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ate  conniltee;  Tor  tbe  mly  qneM'ion  for  th«  eonridentioo 
oFthe  committee  wm  one  of  protection — of  ni«nuf«ctur- 
inp  intereatf  for  coal  wu  a  manufacturing  tntereat.  The 
nlue  of  coal  in  the  mine  was  but  a  secondary  considera- 
tion; the  value  and  the  labor  employed  in  dicing  and 
trintportinp  it  to  market  were  the  great  objects  of  con- 
lideration.  It  was.  therefore,  a  part  of  our  manufacUtr> 
tag  interest,  and  the  queitioa  waa  to  be  eonaidered  to 
reference  to  that. 

The  duty  now  exiating  wasnotaduty  for  revenue,  but 
of  protcctiont  and  he  trusted  that  tbe  House,  if  it  re- 
garded its  own  ruler,  if  it  regarded  the  very  interest  rep- 
resented in  that  memorial,  would  send  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufaeturea,  as  the  Appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  that  it  waa  he  who  had  moved  the 
postponement  of  tbe  conwderation  of  the  memorial  to  tbe 
present  dayi  and  the  object  which  he  bad  in  doing  so 
bad  not,  he  regretted  to  say,  been  yet  obtained.  He  was 
antious  that  the  States  and  Territories  might  be  called 
for  ptetilions  and  resolutions;  the  new  States,  west  of  the 
mountains,  had  not  yet  been  called  for  retolutionst  and 
although  be  did  not  wish  to  procrastinate  the  action  of 
tbe  House  on  this  memorial,  yet  he  must  move  a  further 
IMStpoaeBient 

Tbe  new  States,  although  in  a  minority,  were  yet  en- 
titled to  rights  in  that  House;  and  if  they  were  put  off 
until  tbe  end  of  the  aession,  by  the  disousuun  of  mere 
questions  of  reference,  which  were  of  no  kind  of  impor- 
tance now,  because  the  subject  had  been  already  refer- 
red, they  would  not  have  an  opportunity  to  bring  any 
subject  before  tbe  House.  He  hoped  that  tbe  old  States 
would  act  in  a  more  liberal  manner,  and  would  give  the 
new  States  n  cbanoe  to  be  henrd.  He  moved  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  until  Mon- 
day next.  And  the  queaiion  on  tbe  motion  to  postpone 
was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Teas  fS,  nays 
89.    So  the  motion  to  postpone  was  rejected. 

The  qoestion  then  recurring  on  th?  motion  to  refer, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO  addressed  the  House  in  re- 
ply to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Bun,  and  proceeded  to  con- 
tend that  tbe  memorid  waa  one  whkh  properly  came 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Mr.  C.  alluded  to  the  great  amount  of  informa- 
tion which  was  at  present  in  the  possession  of  that  com- 
mittee; an  amount,  he  said,  which  would  astonish  the 
House  when  laid  before  it.  The  importation  of  coal  had 
trebled  within  three  years,  and  the  increase  in  its  con- 
■omption  had  been  immense.  He  held  in  bis  band  a  pe- 
tition, rigoed  by  8,000  persons  In  the  city  of  New  York, 
uking  ror  n  reduction  of  the  duty  on  coal;  and  it  was 
because  that  duty  waa  not  wanted  for  revenue  that  its 
reduction  was  asked.  He  hoped  that  the  petition  of 
these  poor  shivering  people,  who  were  suffering  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  season,  would  be  taken  care  of  by 
tbe  member  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Asaub.] 

Mr.  DENNY  said  that  the  fjenlleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Cambbilmio,]  with  a  view  to  give  auch  a  direction 
to  tbe  memorial  as  be  deurcdi  wished  the  House  to  be- 
lieve that  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meam  were  in 
possesftion  of  information  such  as  was  not  in  the  knowl- 
ed|^  of  any  other  members  of  the  House.  Now,  although 
that  gentleman  might  be  in  possession  of  information  rel- 
niive  to  the  importation  and  consumption  of  coal  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  there  was  other  information, 
equally  important,  in  possession  of  the  Committee  on 
Mnnufaeturef,  which  was  not  in  the  possession  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  believed  that  these 
memorials  were  not  the  aponlineoua  call  for  a  repeal  by 
our  citizens,  but  that  tbey  were  set  on  foot  by  the  emis- 
saries of  foreign  monopolists,  the  owners  of  the  Nova 
Bcotia  coal  minea,  &c.,  which  were  owned  in  great  part 
by  citizens  of  New  York.  He  wished  to  have  all  the  in- 
fonutien  that  could  be  procured.  Re  did  not  wish  this 


[H.  oeR. 


House  to  be  troubled  with  memorials,  got  op  by  foreign 
nations.  He  did  not  ny  that  these  memorials  now  be- 
fore the  House  had  such  an  origin;  but  be  knew  that 
such  sgents  bad  been  instrumental  in  bringing  this  sub- 
ject before  Congress  some  years  past.  In  all  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  said, 
he  waa  influenced  by  his  conatituentsi  and  it  wu  his 
(Mr.  D'k)  wish  that  the  memorial  ihonld  be  referred  to 
the  committee  which  hnd  heretofore  taken  charge  of 
questiona  of  protection.  That  committee  was  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  INGBRSOLL  said  tbst  there  seemed  to  be  pecu- 
liar circumstances  connected  with  tbe  proposed  reduction 
of  the  duty  on  coal,  which  it  was  proper  to  hno}t  before 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  which,  he  believed, 
had  not  as  yet  been  brought  before  it.  He  believed  that 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures  waa  tbe  proper  commit- 
tee. Tbe  evil  whkh  was  complained  of,  and  wtuch  it 
was  alleged  ought  to  lead  to  the  reduction  of  duty  on 
foreign  coal,  waa  a  temporary  evil.  It  was  not  genemlly 
known,  and  yet  it  was  true,  that  there  had  heretofore 
been  a  redundancy  of  coal  from  the  mines  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; and  that,  in  consequence  of  that  redundancy,  the 
article  had  sold  particularly  low.  This  wu  the  flrat  time 
that  there  had  been  a  deficiency,  and  this  it  wu  that  had 
occawoned  the  high  price  in  market.  The  House  then 
wu  legislating  on  an  emergency,  which  might  contribute 
to  erroneous  legislation,  if  all  the  circumstances  were 
not  taken  into  account.  This  wu  one  consideration 
which  ahould  operate  in  the  settlement  of  this  question 
of  reference.  The  coal  capitalists  were  sufferers,  and 
not  gainer^  by  tbe  present  state  of  things.  They  had 
sold  their  eoel;  end  now,  when  it  wu  at  high  prices, 
they  (that  wu  to  say,  the  manuheturer  or  developer  of 
the  coal)  must  suffer.  They  had  supplied  the  communi- 
ty with  coal  at  the  former  prices,  whilst  those  who  had 
received  them  in  Boston,  New  York,  or  elsewhere,  had 
put  their  own  prices  on  the  article.  This  would  show 
that  the  whole  subject  required  particular  investigation, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to  decide  upon  it  with- 
out referring  it  to  a  committee  who  would  look  to  it  in 
all  its  aspects  u  a  question  of  general  reduction. 

On  another  day  it  had  been  remarked  by  a  gentleman 
from  South  Carnlina  [Mr,  Pickhs]  lhat  the  compromise 
which  had  been  made  here  a  few  yeara  ago  wu  to  be 
honorably  preierved)  and  he  (Mr.  ■■)  believed  that  no 
one  desired  to  interfere  with  it.  How  could  a  proper 
knowledge  be  acquired  of  tbe  redundancy  or  deficiency 
of  revenue?  How  wu  the  bet  to  be  uecrtained?  In 
the  first  place,  by  the  Committee  of  Wayi  and  Means 
who  had  the  subject  referred  to  them;  and  let  the  gen- 
eral subject  of  reduction  be  considered  and  reported  on 
by  them.  But  when  you  come  to  particular  articles, 
when  you  come  to  ascertain  whether  the  article  of  sugar 
in  Louisiana  will  bear  a  reduction  without  sacrificing  the 
interests  of  that  State,  where  ahould  such  a  subject  be 
referred'  Where  can  the  particular  information,  which 
ia  requiiite  to  proper  legishtion,  be  procured,  except 
from  those  who  ere  converunt  with  the  paHicular  wtiele 
under  consideration?  Mr.  I.  applied  ihta  argument  to 
tbe  articles  of  iron,  salt,  bread  stuffs,  &c. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  I.  uid  that  the  committee  which 
possessed  the  best  information  was  the  committee  most 
competent  to  take  chame  of  tbe  memorial.  With  thin 
view,  he  wu  in  fiivor  of  reference  to  the  Commiitee  on 
Hanu^lures. 

Mr.  BOON  laid  that  if  Uiis  wu  aaabject  of  proteo- 
tion,  he  would  vote  with  the  gentleman  Irom  Maaaachu- 
setUt  but  this  wu  tbe  first  time  he  hid  ever  heard  that 
coul  wu  an  article  of  manufacture.  He  had  always 
thought  tlwt  it  wu  given  by  the  bounty  of  the  God  of 
nature,  u  the  water  tliat  flows  from  the  Atlegbany  to 
the  Mississippi;  and  if  thit  monoDqly  wu  to  be  kept  up*. 
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%j  conlinuinf?  to  nise  a  rerenue  on  coal,  Ion  must  fill 
on  the  OMnuficturera  or  the  country,  for  their  operitions 
were  mostly  carried  on  bj  coal.  No  evil  could  result  to 
them,  eren  to  tay  nothing  about  the  poor.  But  how 
were  tfaey  nffering?  Look  at  the  poor  of  Washingtont 
wood  six  doUan  a  cordi  and  coal  proportionably  high. 
The  duty  on  coal  eonstitulea  a  monopoly.  He  was  In 
favor  of  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Wayi  and  Heanit 
and  when  the  question  should  come  up  he  would  vote 
to  take  off  Ibe  duty  as  well  from  coal  aa  from  salt. 

The  queation  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Adam*,  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  on  Man* 
ufaeturcfi  on  whicb  motion  the  yeai  and  myt  were  ta- 
ken, and  were:  Yeas  88,  nays  134. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adams  was  negatired. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  ifae  motion  oF  Mr. 
Fattos.  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meins,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
STEAMBOAT  ACCIDENTS. 

Mr.  STOKER  oETered  the  following  resolution: 

Betolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed  to  inquire  what  legal  enaelmenii  are  necessary 
by  Congress  to  prevent  accidents  on  board  of  vessels 
navifcating  the  waters  of  the  United  Slates  by  steam,  and 
for  the  paniabment  of  tbe  commsnders,  pilots,  and  engi- 
neers of  iueh  veaaeb,  who  may  be  guilty  of  wilful  mis- 
conduct or  neglect  in  tbe  navigmlion  thereof. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said,  if  he  understood  the  English 
language  at  all,  bis  resolution  covered  every  possible 
caw  which  might  arise)  at  least  he  intended  it  to  do  so. 
He  was  aware  that  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary  might 
be  the  most  appropriate  standing  committee  of  tbe  House 
to  whicb  to  refer  the  subjectt  but  be  waa  aware*  at  the 
■ame  time,  that,  from  the  great  mass  of  business  before 
that  committee,  it  perhaps  would  not  be  able  to  pay  so 
much  attention  to  Ibe  subject  aa  a  select  committee 
would)  and  for  that  reason,  and  that  alone,  he  bad  asked 
for  a  select  committee.  If  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  should  be  adopted,  Mr.  It's  resolution 
would  be  nullified.  He  had  no  disposition  to  place  liim- 
self  in  a  more  conspicuous  position,  but  be  tbought  the 
reiolution  he  hul  submitted  would  cover  every  case. 
He  therefore  hoped  the  gentleman  would  withdraw  bis 
resolution. 

Mr.  STORER  only  wished  to  bring  the  subject  before 
the  commiltee  in  some  tangible  furm.  He  wished  the 
examination  to  extend  not  only  to  (he  bursting  of  boilers 
of  steamboats,  but  to  accidents  from  racing,  and  all  ac- 
cidents from  the  carelessness  of  pilots.  He  then  modi- 
fied his  resolution,  so  as  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  select 
eommitlee,  instead  of  tbe  Commiltee  on  tbe  Judiciary) 
ud|  so  modified,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

Tbe  following  resolution  bariog  been  moved  by  Mr. 
Hawhioav— 

Besotvedf  That  the  select  eommittee  appointed  to  In- 
vestigate the  affairs  of  tbe  West  Point  Academy  be  au- 
thorized, by  themeelvea  or  a  aub-committee,  to  visit  the 
Academy,  for  tbe  purposes  mentioned  in  the  resolution 
under  which  ihey  were  appointed. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCK  said  be  hoped  some  reason  would 
be  assigned  far  the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  If  any 
member  of  (he  committee  would  state  that  such  a  step 
waa  necessary  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  tbe  inves- 
tigation, be  (Mr.  P.)  waa  willing  that  the  resolution 
should  be  sdopted.  But  it  struck  him  that  all  the  inform- 
ation to  be  derived  from  this  proposed  visit,  with  the  ex- 
cepiion  probably  of  an  inspection  of  tbe  building  itself, 
could  be  got  at  the  office  of  the  chief  engineer,  estab- 
lished in  this  city.  Tbe  whole  bistory  of  the  institution, 
tbe  number  of  students,  and  the  mode  of  their  appoint 
ment,  were  matters  of  reeordi  Under  theie  circumstan- 


ces, he  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  the  xmt,  bat  vtmld 
give  way  if  any  such  could  be  made  to  appear. 

Mr.  HAWES  said  that,  at  the  very  first  mettiaic,  he 
believed,  which  the  committee  bad  held,  vhen  iH  ibc 
members  save  one  were  present,  it  had  bwn  aasnooiu- 
ly  agreed  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  was  neeesMiy  to  pn. 
sue  this  course.  Take  it  on  what  groand  yn  ptaK, 
on  the  score  of  economy,  or  any  other  ground  itnt  tbe 
imagination  could  conceive,  this,  aceordinfc  to  hit  nvim, 
waa  the  proper  coarse.  He  said  thus  moch  u  the  otpt 
of  the  committee,  and  left  the  Hooia  to  dctemnsstbt 
propriety  of  tbe  measure. 

Mr.  D.  J.  FEARCE  said  that  be  feh  lony,  after  Die 
gentleman's  explanation,  that  he  must  still  vote  igiisit 
the  resolution.  'It  was  nothing  to  him  (Mr.  P.)  wMbct 
tbe  commiltee  were  unanimous  or  not.  He  had  notyet 
heard  a  reason  for  the  visit,  and  the  House  certainly  nstt 
have  some  reason  to  act  upon. 

Mr.  LANE  was  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  reiolii- 
tion,  because  he  thought  that  if  the  commiltee  vialtd 
the  institution  they  would  return  with  Ibe  connetiaa 
that  it  constituted  one  of  the  brightest  omaMBtsofw 
country. 

Mr.  JARVIS  thought  tbe  House  had  bad  enodttof 
travelling  committees.  With  a  view  to  avoid  loss  oF  tine 
in  a  useless  discussion,  he  moved  to  lay  tbe  resolutian 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nayi  on  M 
motion)  which  the  House  refused  to  order. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  At 
affirmatire:  Yeas  87,  nays  54. 

So  the  reiolution  wai  Isid  on  the  table. 

ABOLITION  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  DAVIS  ofiered  the  following  resolution: 

Snohed,  That  all  petitions,  memorlalib  rentonitruoi, 
or  other  papers,  which  may  be  offiered  during  the  pm- 
ent  session,  in  any  manner  relating  to  the  aoolitioa  el 
slavery,  or  the  alaVe  trade,  in  the  District  of  Columbii, 
or  any  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  shall, « 
presentalion,  be  laid  upon  tbe  table,  without  rcKliD^i 
without  being  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  wilhont  ddwH. 

Mr.  REED  did  hope  thia  resolution  would  not  bt 
agreed  to,  for  he  thought  it  better  to  allow  these  inm^ 
rials  to  take  the  usual  course.  It  waa  better  far  ibe 
purpose  of  allaying  the  excitement  on  this  subject;  btt 
ter  for  the  North  as  well  as  for  tbe  Soulh. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Manachusetts,  moved  to  by  ibe 
resolution  on  the  tablej  whicb  was  agreed  to  wiihiwt' 
count. 

WESTERN  HOSPITALS. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  submitted  Ibe  fdlaviif : 

Saolved,  That  a  select  commiltee  be  appointed,  to  akc 
into  consideration  (he  subject  of  esiablidiing  cwnnKn)'' 
hospitals  on  the  Western  waters. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  inquired  if  this  nbject 
had  not  been  already  referred  to  the  standing  Covniiittt 
on  Commerce)  and  if  they  had  not  at  this  time  the  n^i^ 
under  consideration,  the  better  course  would  be  to  Mio 
this  resolution  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  remarked  that  be  could  sctrnj 
expect  to  succeed  agaiibt  the  motion  made  by  bis  fnw 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  WaimnaT.] 

[Mr.  WniTTLssBT  stated  that  be  made  no  motion,  bel 
only  suftgested  aa  above.] 

Mr.  R.  said  (hat  this  was  a  subject  of  great  importince 
to  the  majority  of  the  people  of  (lie  West)  and  on  Ui»i 
consideration  he  moved  the  resolution,  and  hoped  n 
would  pass.  The  Committee  on  Commerce  were  all  <*■ 
ken  from  the  Atlantic  Slates,  and  of  courae  were  wt  «• 
fully  acquainted  with  tbe  facta  and  neceantles  ut 
people  at  those  who  lire  in  ibe  West.  The  Coonituc 
on  Commercr,  it  was  true,  bad  this  subject  befon  ibtoi 
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but  nothing-  WM  (lone  on  the  subject.  He  hoped  boidc- 
thing*  would  he  done  tfiw  snaion.  Hospitals  in  proper 
places  in  the  West  would  do  grest  service  to  %  very 
worthy  class  or  citizens. 

Mr.  GILLBT  replied  lh»t  i  bill  had  been  reported 
from  the  Commtltee  on  Commerce  st  (he  last  session, 
embracing  the  object  contemplated  in  the  resolutiun, 
but  hid  not  been  aoled  upon. 

After  n  few  words  from  Messrs.  RRYKOLDS,  LANK, 
BIMGGS,  and  V1STOS,  on  motion  of  the  last  ^ntle- 
man,  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  same  committee 
which  had  the  bill  in  charge,  vis:  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  Ibe  Union,  by  a  vote  of  73  lyei^ 
noes  not  counted. 

A  (Treat  number  of  resolutions  were  submilted  to-day, 
by  different  genttemeo,  all  of  which,  were  appropriate' 
ly  referred. 

And  then  the  House  adjounicd. 


TvssDJLT,  Decexhb  30. 
FHOPERTY  LOST  IN  THE  MILITARY  SERVICE. 

After  the  reception  and  dispontion  of  sundry  resdu' 
tions, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  the  House 
suspended  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill 
which  had  passed  through  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  Isst,  entitled  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
horses  and  other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  milita- 
ry serf  ice  of  the  United  SUtn.  1'he  question  being  on 
its  final  passsfce, 

Mr.  A.  MANN  rose  to  inquire  whether  the  bill  em- 
braced, or  was  intended  to  embrace,  all  the  eases  of 
horses  or  other  property  lost  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  day  of  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence up  to  that  timet  or  whether  its  operation 
was  confined  to  any  particular  period.  It  could  not  be 
unknown  that  a  vast  number  of  claims  had  been  present- 
ed to  the  United  States  for  horses  destroyed,  snd  which 
had  been  adjudicated  favorably  or  unfavarablyi  a  large 
number  unfavorably,  from  the  want  of  proper  evidence 
to  support  them.  He  wished  to  inquire  whether  it  was 
intended  to  open  all  these  cases  anew^  He  would  ad- 
mit that  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  corrrct;  but  if  its 
uperalitMi  was  not  limited  to  some  particular  period,  he 
would  be  under  the  ncees«ly  of  voting  against  it. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  said  that,  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  be  would  remark  that,  when 
the  Committee  of  Claims  presented  the  bill,  its  operation 
extended  only  so  far  back  as  the  year  1623.  The  last 
act  which  had  been  passed  on  the  subject  was  in  refer- 
ence to  horses  destroyed  during  the  Seminole  war,  and 
it  was  thought  proper  by  the  Committee  of  Claims  to 
embrace  all  olher  claims,  froot  the  date  of  that  act  to 
the  passage  of  Ibis. 

The  Rentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Haanin,]  when 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
bystrikinff  out  the  act  of  1833,  and  inserting  the  act 
of  June,  1813.  This  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  the 
committee,  and  subsequently  concurred  in  by  the  House; 
so  that  the  operation  of  the  act,  as  it  at  present  stood, 
extended  back  to  June,  1813. 

So  liir  as  related  to  the  other  inquiries  made  by  the 
gentlenan  from  New  York,  whether  it  was  intended  to 
embrace  cases  already  passed  upon,  he  (Hr.  W.)  would 
answer,  that  the  bill  embractd  only  that  class  of  cases 
which  bad  either  been  heretofore  embraced  in  general 
laws,  or  had  been  heretofore  recognised  by  general  le- 
gislation. There  was  not  a  single  new  case  embraoed 
in  the  bill;  but  the  object  was  to  transfer  to  Ibe  proper 
accounUng  officers  of  the  Department  tint  bdior  wbich 
bad  heretofore  been  performed  by  oommittecs}  by  which 
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mean*,  the  parlies  applying  for  redress  would  obtain  it 
without  the  alow  process  of  the  legislation  ofCongresr. 

Mr.  W.  thought  (hat  if  the  gentleman  would  read  the 
bill  with  care,  he  would  be  satisfied  that  there  was  no 
one  case  contemplated  in  the  bill  which  would  not  merit 
that  gentleman's  support,  if  brought  sing^  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  MANN  said  that  if  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  [Mr.  E.  WniTTLxsKT]  was  satisfied  that 
the  bill  had  reference  only  to  such  eases  as  ought  to 
be  embraced,  and  as  it  was  usual  to  bring  before  that 

t  committee,  he  (Mr.  M.)  bad  no  objection  to  vote  in  fa- 

j  vor  of  it. 

j     And  (he  question  <<  Shall  the  bill  pass?"  wts  then  put, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Numerous  petitions  and  resolutions  were  offered  to< 
dayt  after  which,  tbe  House,  in  pursuance  of  iu  wder 
of  ycaleiday,  went  into  the  election  of 

CHAPLAIN. 

When,  on  the  third  ballot,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Comstock  re. 
ceived  103  voles,  (103  being  neceisaiy  for  a  choice;} 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Slicer  received  69  votes. 

So  Hr.  (fomstock  waa  declared  duly  elected  chqifuo. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GRBNNELL, 

Tbe  House  ■djonrned. 


WaoKUDAT,  DXCIMBtH  31. 

TENNESSEE  LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  UUNLAP  asked  the  consent  of  tbe  House  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe  Union, 
on  the  '•bill  to  amend  the  act  to  autboriae  tbe  Sttte  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants  of  land  in  certwn  casfis,'* 
(commonly  called  the  "Tennessee  land  bill.")  He 
would  barely  remark  that  he  hoped  he  should  get  the 
assent  of  the  House  to  this  motion,  since  tbe  bill  in 
question  had  received  the  favorable  report  of  a  eraunlu 
tee  of  that  House  as  long  »o  as  the  year  1835,  and  it 
had  been  before  Ibe  House  from  that  lime  to  tbe  present. 

Mr.  HARDIN  objecting, 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  a  suspension  of  Ihc  rulet  but 
the  motion  was  lost,  without  a  division. 

SURPLUS  RE^nSNUE. 

7o  the  hmtrabU  the  Smote  and  SouMt  of  JR^ireaetUaHvet 
of  ihe  On^d  &otu  in  Congraa  amnMedi 
The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  first  coogreanoaal 
district  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  have  for  yeMi 
past  been  accustumed  to  regard  the  action  of  the  Feder- 
al Government  with  great  anxiety.    Your  petitionera 
have  forborne  to  urge  their  just  cUims  for  suw  appro- 
priations  fur  public  works  in  their  immedinte  ndfUiocw 
hood  u  fiil  vitbin  the  peculiar  provioee  of  Ibe  Seaenl 
Government,  trusting  to  the  tardy  justice  of  Congrw 
They  have  regretted  to  see  sppropriationi  of  the  pob^ 
lie  money  not  equally  distributed  wiib  a  view  to  tbe  gen- 
eral benefit. 

Your  petitioners  have  viewed  with  great  satisfaction 
the  bill  of  the  last  session  regulating  the  dcpontes  of  lb« 
public  money  among  ilie  several  States.  Tb^  regard 
this  nesoure  as  the  safest  dtsposiiion  of  tbe  nationl  treas- 
ure, as  best  ealcubted  to  avoid  all  unjust,  unaawtita- 
tional  and  partial  appropriations  of  tbe  common  fund. 
They  therefore  pray  that  previsions  stmilsr  to  that  con- 
tained in  tbe  deposite  bill  of  tbe  last  sesuon  may  beooDM 
the  law  of  (be  Union  for  several  succeeding  years. 

Hr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD,  on  presenting  the  above  petW 
tion,  made  Ibe  following  remarks: 

Mr.  S.  said  the  petiiion  wsa  signed  by  very  respects 
hie  individuali  in  uie  district  wbteh  he  h«d  tbe  hoMir  to 
wprcseni,  and  he  was  dcsirout  of  adding  b'n  leMlmony 
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tD  their*.  The  pelitionerB  (uid  Ur.  9.)  tpprove  of  the 
ilepDsite  bill  of  I  he  lut  Muion,  and  pny  CoDgreii  lo  re- 
cnkct  K  simiLr  mewure.  They  Mppose  tlwlt  until  1642* 
when  the  tirilT  will  cumc  before  CongreM  for  retcljiiit- 
ment,  there  ctn  be  nu  better  di^oeition  of  the  unsvwda* 
ble  surplus  in  the  Trri>sury  than  to  put  it  tn  the  custody 
of  the  people.  Mr.  S.  said  he  bad  been  sMnnisbed  at 
the  msiiifeit  attempt  lo  pamljze  the  depcnite  bill  of  the 
last  seibinn^  and  to  mske  it  unpopular  with  the  people, 
lie  trusted  all  such  attempts  would  fail,  and  that  there 
would  be  Miffieieiit  good  sense  itfi  with  the  people  not 
lo  wcrifice  their  real  lubstanlial  intervals  to  mere  party 
clamor.  Individually  believing  an  annual  distribution 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  fur  several  years  to  come,  the 
ooly  possible  mode  of  checking  the  downward  path  of 
this  Government,  he  would  proceed  to  slate  to  the  House 
tiia  reasons  fur  that  belief, 

I  do  not  (said  Ur.  S.)  regard  the  plan  of  dibtributing 
the  public  funds  as  merely  placing  so  much  money  in 
the  possctsion  of  Uie  Slalesi  if  that  were  the  Imit  of  its 
bentfils,  it  would  be  ■  matter  of  minor  importsnce.  I 
regard  it  as  a  policy  pregnant  with  the  moat  luting  and 
eztenaive  politcal  cousequencea.  It  ia  a  fact,  apparent 
to  every  body,  and  one  which  all  admit  butlhe  most  ob- 
durate political  backa,  that  the  public  mind  is  now,  and 
has  for  years  been,  in  a  state  of  dsngeroua  and  unbeallhy 
cseitement.  Through  the  atimulanli  which  are  daily 
and  hourly  applied  to  the  people  by  a  most  inflammatory 
public  presst  through  official  documenti^  made  w'ah  no 
view  of  elueldatiDg  the  truth,  but  merely  to  filter  and 
csjole  the  community,  we  are  pauing  from  one  excite- 
ment to  another,  until  the  voice  of  auberneu  and  truth 
will  be  banished  from  the  land,  as  utterly  beneath  the 
attcntiofi  of  this  chivalrous  ard  high-minded  people*  who 
act  na  if  tiiey  were  privileged  by  Heaven  to  commit  all 
BorXn  of  follies,  without  the  fear  of  retribution.  Hence  it 
is,  whilst  tbia  nation  has  advanced  with  unprecedented 
rapidity  in  individual  and  social  improvement,  her  pol'-t- 
ical  condition  has  become  most  degraded  and  coi  rupi. 

Tliat  these  evils  have  been  brought  upon  the  country 
by  the  present  adminialration  hsa  frequently  been  assert- 
ed in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  *<>d  the  sentiment  has 
been  so  often  resolved  to  be  true  in  political  meetings  of 
the  people,  that  it  requires  some  hardihood  to  doubt  its 
correctness.  In  attributing  to  General  Jackson,  rxclu- 
sivety,  such  important  resuUi<,  we  degrade  the  mass  of 
the  community)  we  mistake  the  effect  for  the  csutr;  we 
do  not  go  to  the  source  of  our  disease)  we  attribute  to 
one  roan  what  has  been  produced  by  the  folly  and  indis- 
■eretton  ol  llMNnnnda.  Never  having  been  either  the 
flatterer  or  the  reviter  of  the  present  Chief  HagittrBte, 
I  hope  I  may  be  exeuied  when  I  say  that  he  ii  but  the 
ffofictA  atgd  of  the  present  disturbed  and  agitated  pool 
■of  politics. 

Whence  is  it  that  this  state  of  things  should  exist? 
Are  the  people  less  virtuous  than  formerly?  Are  they 
-leaa  capable  of  proteeting  their  righu?  No!  it  is  be- 
-cause  the  thirst  for  office  ia  insatiable)  and  so  long  as 
the  presidency  of  the  United  SUtea  presents  a  glittering 
prize,  to  be  reached  by  agitation,  and  by  sgitstivn  alone, 
BO  long  will  the  nation  be  periodically  subverted  fmrn 
ita  very  foundations,  and  the  wished-for  gi<al  stuined  by 
-the  boldest  or  the  meanest.  The  presidential  election 
•is  the  Curse  of  the  eountryi  it  absorbs  and  perverts  eve- 
ry other  considerstioni  it  engrosses  nearly  the  exclusive 
mttestion  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  and  givrs  a  false 
coloriDg  to  every  thing.  To  its  pervading  influence  is 
to  be  attributed  nearly  every  thing  that  is  vicious  in 
our  system. 

An  honorable  member  from  New  York,  [Hr.  Cam- 
VBSLSKO,]  who  occupies  a  distinguished  party  stand  on 
tbia  floor,  in  excusing  the  little  progress  made  during 
the  last  WMion  by  his  political  friendi  in  reform,  assert- 


ed that,  during  the  pendency  of  the  preaidfntiil  tac- 
tion, no  system  of  reform  could  be  perfected)  siuljctt 
sir,  when  an  honorable  membir.  from  Viiginis  [Ur. 
WisB]  attempted  a  few  dajs  ago  lo  probe  ibe  lotun- 
ness  of  tbia  adminlstra'.ion,  we  beard  the  bkmi  dukbl 
and  pitiable  lamentations  upon  the  horrible  cniellr  of 
disturbif  g  the  retirement  of  the  greatest  snd  best  of  ncn. 
1  would  be  glad  to  know  when  ihia  Uouie  eiprcti  la 
be  relieved  from  that  degrading  incubus  wliidi  louckti 
every  thingi  and  defiles  every  thing  »itb  ill  loucfa.  1 
have' been  a  member  of  thb  body  for  seveni  yeari)! 
have  seen  no  question,  from  the  political  tarift  lo  tie 
printing  of  the  most  paUry  trash  dlatribuUd  by  tbii 
House,  which  has  not  been  discussed  and  decided  viih 
a  view  to  the  presidentisl  ekctiwn.  So  much  is  this  pn- 
erally  the  case,  that  strangers  sre  puzrled  tofiodoil 
the  subject  from  the  discussions  of  the  body. 

It  was  for  these  reascns  that  I  rejmccd  to  see  tbetk- 
posile  bill  of  the  last  aesuon.  1  think  it  will  establitlii 
new  era  in  this  coontryi  it  will  evenluallj  open  the  eynrf 
the  people  to  their  real  and  nbslantial  interest))  it  viU  al- 
lure the  mass  of  the  community  from  idle  tiid  abttmt 
political  diaquiaitiona,  which  are  of  no  use,  »d  indDtc 
them  to  regard  this  Garernment  as  a  practical  tbingi  »• 
tended  for  aome  useful  purpose,  which,  vbeii  it  mm 
to  fulfil  it,  should  cease  to  exist. 

It  is,  moreover,  the  only  posdble  mode  in  which  la; 
thing  like  reform  can  be  bitrodueed  into  tbe  Aspaa 
stablea  at  Washington.  Ever  since  that  tfupcnkiQi 
fraud  which  was  so  successfully  pisyed  off  before  ihc 
people  in  18S6,  commonly  called  the  report  on  rtfonn, 
we  have  had  repetitions  of  the  same  farce  before  the  line 
credulous  audiences  only  under  diff'erent  name*,  viA 
the  characters  recast,  and  the  pbraaeulogy  aoneshit 
changed.  Sometimes  it  has  limped  over  the  itiseii 
the  modeit  and  harmlcM  garb  of  a  rrpon  on  exrculRi 
patronaget  anon  it  comes  iweeping  by  in  ■  pretidcalw 
message,  with  a  grandiloquent-  attempt  to  amend  ibe 
constitution.  And  yet,  amidat  all  theae  patriotic  aspin- 
tiona  lo  remedy  dangers  which  all  have  admitted  atioM 
stage  or  other  of  their  political  advancement,  the  tbw 
of  tbe  Government  have  increased  and  are  increawfi 
and  it  scema  Ibry  cannot  be  diminiAed,  whibt  ik 
expenses  of  these  abuseii  have  swelled  fron  about 
«10,000,000  in  1833,  lo  *33,000,000  in  1836.  If  trtij 
branch  of  the  public  service  were  well  adBiDialeK*li  h 
there  were  abil.ty  in  the  design  or  vigor  in  tbe  t«» 
lion  of  tbe  duties  of  the  several  departments,  ihet 
might  be  some  excuse  for  this  livibh  prodigality  of  Ij* 
public  treasuret  the  reverse,  however,  is  notoriomljtbt 
ease)  presidential  electioneering  ia  the  only  iKTit  ■ 
your  oflicers,  and  their  inefficiency  in  their  dtpsttntM 
ceases  to  be  remarkable,  or  to  attract  public  atlcntioB. 

So  long  as  that  divinity  wfaicb  hedges  tbe  chief  m(» 
tracy  of  the  country  is  protected  from  the  rude  suaun 
of  his  opponents  the  delinquenciea  of  the  tubordin<^ 
are  unnoticed.  Tbe  constitution  undoubtedly  iBtesnd 
the  Chief  Uagislrate  for  the  responMblebeadoftheCC' 
emmentf  but  it  never  supposed  his  name  wcutd  be  > 
shield  behind  whicb  every  apeciea  of  ignorance  sndcK- 
ruption  could  be  aafdy  intrenched.  Such,  bo«cttr,s 
the  operation  of  ihia  Uovcrnment,  arising  ficm  their- 
dor  with  which  one  side  seekp,  and  the-olber  delentt 
tbe  pretidentiat  chair.  The  grossest  mtsmansgeiDen" 
now  asserted  lo  exist  in  a  department  indispeiuihk  I* 
the  public  defence)  and  yet,  sir,  its  official  bead  ib«- 
dons  it  in  the  midst  of  ita  emt^arraisatents  not  to  eipt*i> 
or  to  justify  his-conduet,  but  to  heap  further  ubliptiori 
upon  a  credulous  nation,  for  his  important  public 
vices.  Tbe  inquiaiturial  powers  of  this  House,  vl"^ 
were  intended  to  ferret  out  abuses  '°  o**''*" 
attention  of  the  people  to  the  action  of  the  GuveroiKM 
arc  completely  aeutrallzed  and  perverted  by  Ibe  iU-F<' 
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Ttdinff  influence  of  the  pre^entitl  eteetion.  UnleES  t 
movement  bere  can  elerate  or  depren  the  presidential 
Ibermometer,  it  falls  upon  inattentive  and  lifelesa  ears. 

The  successful  party  momentarily  rests  from  its  tId- 
lence  when  it  has  phecd  its  favorite  in  tbe  chair  of  state; 
andi  rq>oiinff  under  his  laurels,  greit  patience  ia  ex- 
hibited until  oil  transcendent  virtuea  shin  rectify  every 
abuse.  Should  the  faithful  be  disappotntcd,  the  mis- 
fortune is  attribuird  to  the  evil  eye  of  their  opponent*, 
and  the  same  dull  round  is  agvin  run  over,  of  paltry  ex- 
cuses and  miserable  chicane. 

Lei,  us,  then,  by  returning  annually  tbe  surplus  rev- 
enue to  the  people,  strip  the  Federal  Government  of 
its  great  attraction^  and  lessen  its  power  for  evil)  let  us 
give  to  tlie  coaununity  aome  inducement  to  examine  and 
narrow  downihe  expenica  of  this  Government  to  tbe 
smallpst  Bum  which  can  possibly  serve  to  krep  the  ma- 
chine in  motion.  Since  its  corruptions  are  incurable, 
let  us  no  longer  deceive  the  people  with  idle  projects 
of  reform;  let  us  slrip  the  reeling  prodigsl  of  the  means 
of  pandering  to  his  appetites^  and  starve  him  to  sobriety. 

1  aiaoerely  believe  some  such  plan  as  thia  ia  indispen- 
sably neceaaary  to  revive  the  chilled  and  slumbering 
affection  of  aiargemaMof  the  people  of  this  country 
for  the  Federal  Government.  It  la  a  fact  notorious  wilti- 
in  the  sphere  of  my  observation,  and  one  which  it 
would  be  unwise  to  conceal,  that  (here  is  no  longer  that 
ardent  and  lively  attachment  to  the  Federal  Government 
which  once  cxiatedf  there  ia  a  large  mam  of  discontent 
throughout  the  community—*  discontent  not  to  be  re- 
roored  by  ejaculations  of  union,  issuing  from  the  pam- 
pered alaves  of  power,  but  by  a  fiir  administration  of  the 
Government.  No  parly  drill  can  forever  proscribe  the 
virtue  and  talent  of  a  community;  they  will  eventually 
burst  their  cerements,  and  expose  the  miserable  cheat 
vhicb  obscured  them  to  the  contempt  and  derision  of 
Ibe  world.  Let  not  gentlemen  deceive  themselves  by 
auppoaing  that  this  discontent  arises  from  the  adverse 
political  fortunes  of  any  individuali  It  ia  not  so,  sir.  It 
arises  from  the  belief  that  (hit  Government  always  has 
been,  and  always  will  be,  unfairly  and  partially  adminis- 
tered. Whether  it  be  that  our  constitution  is  one  of 
those  unfortunate  instruments  which  cannot  be  correctly 
construed,  or  from  the  unimprovable  condition  of  the 
Southern  oountiy,  lite  fact  i^  a  large  portion  of  the 
Southern  pe<^Ie  find  ihemwlvea  aa  they  were  at  the 
Revolution,  a  proscribed  and  slandered  people,  with  a 
Government  alien  lo  them  in  feeling,  and  administered 
adversely  to  their  interests — a  Government  which,  whilst 
it  draws  annually  from  an  abused  and  derided  popula* 
tion  millions  of  money,  yet,  with  a  most  culpable  and 
cowardly  imbecility,  exposes  that  pqHilation  not  only  to 
the  insidious  asaaulis  of  an  implacable  domestic  enemy, 
but  Ukewise  to  the  open  vitrfence  of  a  foreign  foe. 

Return  back  to  those  who  pay  the  larger  part  some 
portion  of  the  money  not  essential  to  the  adrnmistration 
of  tbe  Government,  and  you  may  go  on  in  your  disgust- 
ing aquabbles  for  tbe  presidency}  tlie  people  will  be 
■atilfted  Wtth  this  small  approach  to  virtue; 

"If  Borne  be  served, ftnd  Kloriouf, 
CareleM  they  by  wnixn."^ 

To  the  Southern  countrv  the  distribution  of  the  sur- 
plua  revenue  ofTera  the  only  practicable  mode  of  obtain- 
ing any  "hare  whatever  in  the  enormous  appropriations 
of  public  money  which  are  made  at  every  aession  of  Cpn- 
greas.  From  the  geographical  position  of  that  country, 
and  its  peculiar  constitutional  opinions,  (which,  being 
honestly  entertained,  will  not  be  easily  abandoned,)  there 
n  but  little  spent  among  ita  population  in  those  public 
worka  which  abaorb  such  vast  sums.  The  western  parts 
of  New  York  are  indented  with  harbors,  made  at  tbe  ex- 
pdhae  of  the  nitioni  tbe  preaent  Vice  President,  allhough 
eoibarraaaed  with  as  many  coniiitulional  ^cniplci  m  nil 


to  the  lot  of  most  men,  has  had  fortune  buckled  on  hh 
lutck,  because  the  United  States  have  most  pertinaciously 
insisted  upon  making  a  harbor  somewhere  near  his  prop- 
erty. Now,  sir,  I  do  not  complain  of  (his.  I  ra(her 
urge  it  as  an  objection  toaaystem  which,  in  spite  of  all 
the  honest  endeavora  of  individuaU  to  the  eontrary,  baa 
enriched  and  will  continue  to  enrich  them  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  nation.  If  the  surplus  revenue  be  not  dia- 
tributed  annually  among  the  States,  what  will  you  do 
with  it?  The  glorious  work  of  destrt^ing  a  general  sys- 
tern  of  internal  improvement  has  already  been  achievcdi 
a  few  private  juba  have  alone  escaped'the  general  wreck, 
to  keep  up  tbe  flagging  ardor  of  doubtful  adherents.  1 
know  of  but  one  objection  at  this  lime  to  a  permanent 
distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  among  the  Statei; 
(fur  I  cannot  believe  that  even  the  dota^  of  this  absurd 
adminiatration  is  prepared  (o  plunge  this  nation  at  this 
time  into  the  difficulties  of  another  tariff  discussion.) 

The  real  objection  to  a  deposite  of  the  money  of  the 
nation  with  the  SUtei  arises  from  the  extreme  detire 
entertained  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
party,  of  giving  to  the  country  a  better  currency;  or,  in 
otiier  word*,  of  enabling  aome  great  Bombastea  Furioso 
to  experiment  upon  the  subject  of  gold. 

By  regulating  the  currency  is  now  meant  the  power  of 
transferring  the  public  funOs  about  the  country,  so  ai  to 
suit  the  gnmbling  speculations  of  those  persons  who  have 
interest  enough  to  be  admitted  into  the  secrets  of  the 
party.  I  believe,  however,  the  mats  of  the  community 
are  now  fully  aware  (if  they  were  lioneat  enough  to  ad- 
mil  it)  that  they  have  brought  upon  the  eountnrmueh 
pecuniary  distress,  and  committed  an  egregious  folly,  by 
sustaining  tbe  many  absurd  attempts  to  improve  tbe  cur- 
rency by  which  we  have  been  lately  annoyed. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  through  ita  branches, 
operated  as  a  great  artery,  by  means  of  which  the  money 
of  the  nation,  which  was  constantly  accumulating  in  lbs 
city  of  N«w  York,  through  your  unequal  commercial 
system,  wis  distributed  among  the  people  of  the  Union; 
you  have,  however,  cut  off  thia  supply;  you  have  dam- 
med up  the  money  of  the  nation  in  the  large  cities,  and 
unless  there  is  an  annual  distribution,  we  in  tlie  remote 
parts  of  the  country  can  hope  for  nothing  but  from  the 
overflowings  of  llieir  abundance.  1  hope,  sir,  I  can 
mention  the  name  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  with- 
out destroying  tbe  eompOMire  of  those  gentlemen  who 
are  usually  thrown  into  a  sort  of  paroxysm  of  patriotic 
frenzy  whenever  that  enemy  to  "life,  liberty,  or  the 
pursuit  of  happiness,"  ia  incidentilly  alluded  to;  who 
cannot  foi^ive  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  for  not 
having  bowed  down  and  worshipped  the  political  Holoch 
of  the  day. 

To  me  it  is  matter  of  great  joy  that,  amidst  the  gene- 
ral wreck  of  every  thing  valuable  in  the  country,  there 
has  been  found  one  inaiitution  bold  enough  to  resist,  and 
adroit  enough  to  elude,  the  combined  attack  of  vulgar 
ignorance  and  desperate  malignity. 

1  forbear  discussing  the  objections  whieb  have  been 
brought  by  the  ofBce-holden  agmnat  any  distributkm  of 
tbe  turplua  funds. 

Some  Uke  ^Iter  behind  your  tattered  and  degraded 
constitution;  others  are  afraid  of  corrupting  the  peoplei 
and,  animated  with  that  Roman  virtue  so  common  at 
Washington,  as  true  and  sturdy  patriot^  like  ancient 
Ctirtius,  they  plunge  into  the  abyss  and  corrupt  them- 
selves. 

There  must  be,  for  yean  to  cnvpc,  an  immense  nrplila 
revenue— a  revenue  which  tbe  utmost  ingenuity  of  the 
party  has  been,  and  will  be,  unable  entirely  to  squander. 
The  system  of  internal  improvement  by  the  Government 
ia  no  more;  the  necessities  of  the  times  do  not  require 
Urge  military  appropriationa;  the  tuiff  cannot  be  dis* 
turbed  without  great  individual  embamMment,  and 
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bringiiiff  upon  ihe  nation  the  chiree  of  bad  bitht  whjr, 
then,  atiouiil  we  hetiiRle  to  inktcb  ^om  the  irreaponiibte 
twnilfl  of  tbe  pet  banki  knd  the  pub)  c  ofBcen  money 
which  does  not  belong  to  them,  %nd  which  CMinot  be 
nMy  left  with  themr 

We  hive  heard  for  yean  paat,  on  tbii  floor,  the  moit 
extravagant  adulation  of  the  people  and  devotion  to 
their  intereil«t  let  ua  give  a  proof  of  our  atneeriiy  in  the 
only  way  in  which  it  can  ever  be  tealed.  North  Caro- 
lina haa,  in  common  with  all  the  Sratea,  a  deep  interest 
in  this  quralion.  She  is  now  conim<  ncing  it  lyBlem  of 
Internal  improvrmenl  which  will  entail  upon  her  vast 
czpcnw*.  Where  is  she  to  procure  the  funds^  She  has 
nrrendered  to  the  General  Gorernment  the  customs  the 
only  aafe  and  profiuble  mode  of  public  revenuei  let  us 
beware  how  we  teach  the  people  ofthe  South  to  reflect 
whether  they  have  received  an  adequate  consideration 
for  this  most  liberal  bequest.  Let  us  not,  by  our  selRsh- 
netSi  by  our  cold  insenaibility  to  their  claims,  open  Iheir 
eyes  lo  (hat  inconsiderate  liberality  which  gave  to  siich 
•  Gorernment  u  (his  the  entire  proRt  upon  their  industry 
and  tbeir  vast  natural  reeourcee. 

Our  institutions  are  based  upon  frugality,  not  only  in 
the  people,  but  likewise  in  their  officerit  our  legislation 
haa  generated  an  unfortunate  state  of  society,  where  the 
**  auri  aaera  famea"  controls  every  thing,  extinguishes 
every  generous  and  manly  feeling,  and  condemns  the 
hungry  seeker  after  office,  as  well  aa  the  trembling 
placeman,  to  the  humiliating  confession  that  he  cannot 
alTord  to  be  independent. 

If  there  is  any  one  characteristic  in  the  official  profli- 
gacy which  now  pervades  this  country  more  alarming 
than  another,  it  is  the  universal  sycophancy  and  want  of 
independence  in  those  persons  who  pretend  to  lead  pub- 
lie  sentiment,  from  the  humblest  porter  at  the  palace  to 
hlffl  that  has  or  he  that  hopes  to  get  an  office)  there  is 
but  one  requirite,  one  criterion  of  merit — blind,  devoted 
attachment  to  an  individual,  it  baa  become,  of  late 
years,  quite  the  fashion,  in  certain  circles,  where  a 
hatred  of  the  slaveholdera  atones  for  every  vice,  both 
moral  and  political,  lo  speak  disparsgingly  of  the  South, 
on  account  of  its  slave  population.  In  my  humble  opin* 
ion,  the  pooreat  as  well  as  the  meanest  slave  that  ever 
toiled  in  a  Southern  swamp,  under  ■  Southern  sun,  ay, 
sir,  and  under  the  lash  of  a  Irgal  Southern  master,  is  an 
animal  more  to  be  respected,  (ess  needing  the  "  labor  of 
love"  of  your  crazy  philanthropisis,  than  one  of  your 
puppet  Secretaries,  who  is  obliged  to  permit  any  man  on 
earth,  whether  that  man  is  vain  etrough  to  believe  him- 
aelf  bom  to  command,  or  a  mere  scullion  of  the  kitchen, 
to  tell  him  be  is  **  free  to  entertain  an  opinion.'*  The 
one,  benighted  in  mind,  is  the  honest  and  faithful  servant 
of  a  lawful  master — of  a  master  by  whose  bounty  he  is 
fed,  and  to  whom  he  ia  attached  by  the  recollections  of 
childhood  and  the  best  feelings  of  our  nature;  the  other, 
surrounded  by  civilization,  by  liberty,  and  sciehce,  is  a 
slsve  from  choice,  a  prostitute  from  principle — a  slavery 
worse  than  Egyptian  bondage,  for  it  is  a  slavery  of  tbe 
mind. 

Can  you  tell  ne,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  la  this  thing  they 
call  love  of  party,  which  so  much  surpasses  the  "  love 
of  woman^'  I  have  heard  of  the  love  a  poet  bears  hia 
muse,  the  adoration  a  lover  feels  towards  his  mistress, 
and  the  devotion  of  a  patriot  for  his  cnuntryt  but  I  con- 
fess I  have  not  Buflieient  knowledge  of  the  Lex  Parlia- 
menlaria  to  understand  this  lore  of  parly.  Is  it  similar 
to  the  spirit  of  patriotism^  Not  at  all!  for  it  isa  apirit  hos- 
tile to  the  mass  of  the  community,  based  upon  selfishnes*, 
and  leading  its  votsries  by  the  hope  of  plunder.  It  is  a 
spirit  that  confounds,  in  the  breasts  of  the  few  honest 
who  submit  to  its  degrading  influence,  all  just  discrimi- 
nation between  right  and  wrong,  and  pi^oscribes  from  its 
service  all  thoae  who  will  not  tame  tbeir  nature  down  to 
do  its  dirty  bidding. 


— - —  *■  For  lie  must  aerve,  who  Uia  would  fw^, 

And  Kotb,  and  aue,  and  watch  all  time,  and  pry  lMiU|iin, 

And  be  a  living  lie,  who  would  become 

A  mighty  itiiiw  arnongiil  the  mean;  and  such 

Are  putici  nuiae  at." 

ItwsBonce  supposed  (perhaps  it  wusDcrmoragr 
ancestors)  that  honor  was  the  quickening  principle  t( 
monarchies,  virtue  of  republics;  and  that  tboie  vho  nn- 
istered  to  (he  vestal  fltme  should  at  least  ponen i tpirk 
of  its  purity.  Not  a  virtue  content  to  dwell  in  decfwao 
forever,  hut  a  virtue  that  regarded  political  ipoitity 
equally  infamous  with  privatedishonor;  a  virtue  Iwpurr, 
united  to  a  soul  too  proud  of  filling  situations  of  amUt 
uneaslnesB  and  oneertainty,  of  exhibi(ii«  lo  the  mid 
Ihe  melancholy  apectacle  of  a  high  republtcin  fitiKliH- 
jiry  wiirmg  to  be  honest,  yet  afraid  to  avow  it,  tbt, 
when  called  upon  for  hia  opinion  upon  matters  of  ptH 
national  importance.  In  the  morning  said  ay,  sifi  isdii 
noon  said  no,  sir.  Tet  these  things  hsve  happened  il- 
most  daily,  and  not  excited  our  special  wonder.* 

Since,  then,  the  aeductions  of  your  GovcmaKilR 
too  great  for  poor  human  nature,  let  us  retDmlotte 
poverty  and  simplicity  of  our  ancestorsi  let  ui  removti 
lemptation  which  cannot  be  resisted,  and  themdu 
office  will  again  become  the  path  of  duty  and  of  hwcc. 

It  was  my  intention,  at  one  time,  to  refer  thu  pelitin 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instnjdicn 
to  bring  in  a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  pmyerof  ibt 
petitioners.  Upon  reflection,  I  will  notdo  so;  I  siUiit 
the  petition  go  untrammelled  to  the  eomnnttee,  and  vhi- 
ever  there  may  be  of  good  issuing  from  them  issf 
haps  suffice. 

I  prefer  this  course,  because,  of  tbe  two  propoiiticn 
which  have  heretofore  been  submitted  tothii  How.l 
decidedly  prefer  the  bill  for  distributing  the  precredi of 
Ihe  sales  of  Ihe  public  lands;  it  is  less  objectiontbttii 
.principle,  and  fives  equal  justice  to  all  parlioflk 
Union.  That  ihis  most  just  measure  riiould  hsve  met » 
much  hostility  is  to  me  matter  of  great  anaiemeBt, 
Perhaps  it  owes  its  poor  success  to  the  misfortune  iff  b6 
ingthe  ofTspringofs  justly  distinguished  American  tlittf- 
man.  If  the  Committee  of  Waj  s  and  Means  would  hi« 
it  rebaptized  with  some  of  the  cant  names  of  the 
has  merit  enough  to  become  even  one  of  tbe  peli  of  lb 
parly. 

To  thoae  gentlemen  who  are  really  deiiroas  tS  ini- 
ing  from  this  Government  its  means  of  bribery  tnd«(- 
rupiion,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  surrendtriFf 
individual  preferences,  and  adopting  any  measure  vhtt 
can  possibly  aid  this  holy  cause,  which  can  eleiaie  lb 
tone  of  sentiment  and  feeling  among  the  people,  orw 
give  them  jusler  views  of  their  rights  and  their  dni'a 
otherwise,  the  reign  of  misrule  will  be  a  prrpei*i*l  , 
cession,  in  defiance  of  the  continual  stirring  of  Ihe  in  \ 
of  Washington. 

THE  GENERAL  POST  OFFICE.  | 
The  following  message  was  received  from  the  FKt- 
dent  of  the  United  Stalest 

Th  ike  Seaate  and  ffotue  of  S^treten/ativea!  i 
Gkxtlxmih:  Herewith  I  transmit  you  a  report  of  tb  | 
Postmaster  General,  and  recommend  Ihe  pstust  : 
such  taws  and  the  making  of  such  approprialioM 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  mwai* 
adopted  by  him  for  resuming  the  business  of  tbe  VtfK^' 
ment  under  hia  charge,  and  aecuring  tbe  public  propir- 
ty  in  the  old  Foal  Office  building. 

It  is  understood  that  the  building  prooired  fur  lb 
temporary  use  of  the  Department  ia  fiir  from  being  Bte 
proof,  and  thst  the  valuable  books  and  papers  securer 
from  the  recent  conflsgralion  will  there  be  ezpn^  " 

*  Vide  Ex-Secretary  Duanc's  description  of  a  cibk(> 
consultation. 
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similar  dan^era.  I  therefore  feel  it  my  duty  to  recom- 
mend «n  immediBte  appropriation  Tor  the  contlriietion  of 
a  fire-proof  General  Post  Office,  ihtt  the  mitteriftU  may 
be  obtained  within  Ihe  present  wint«r.  wid  the  buiWng 
erected  u  rapidly  m  practicable. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

DicWBim  90, 1836. 

Daeument  aetompanying  ihe  Praidmt't  meaaage. 

PoiT  Orncx  Dipaktxbrt, 

Deeember  20,  1836. 

Sib:  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  inttant,  I  performed 
the  painful  duty  of  reportinf;  to  you  orally  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  General  Post  OfBee  building  by  fire,  and  re- 
oeived  your  Inatructiona  to  inquire  into  the  cause  and 
extent  of  the  calamity,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you 
to  make  t  communication  to  Congress. 

A  few  hours  afterwards  f  received,  through  Ihe 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office  and  Post 
Roads  of  the  House  of  Representativea,  an  official  copy 
of  a  resolution  adopted  by  that  House,  instructing  the 
committee  to  institute  a  similar  inquiry,  and  the  chair- 
man asked  for  aaeh  information  aa  it  was  in  my  power  to 
gire.  The  inreatigstion  directed  by  you  was  tfauB  ren- 
dered anneeemry. 

The  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington,  with  hon- 
orable promptrtudr.  offered  the-Deparlment  the  use  of 
the  west  wing  of  the  City  Hall,  now  occupied  by  the 
Mayor  and  Councils  and  their  officers,  and  the  omcera 
of  the  Cheaapeake  and  Ohio  Cstwl  Company.  The  pro- 
prietors of  the  Medical  College  also  teriaered  the  use  of 
their  building,  on  E  street,  and  offfera  were  made  of  sev> 
eral  other  buildings  in  the  central  parts  of  the  oity.  An 
examination  was  made  of  such  ss  promised  by  their  mag- 
nitude to  aflbrd  sufBeient  room  for  the  force  employed 
in  the  Department,  but  none  were  found  equal,  in  the 
commodioiisness  of  their  interior  structure  and  abundant 
room,  to  Puller's  hotel,  opposite  the  buildings  occu- 
pied by  the  Treasury  Department,  on  Pcnnsylrania  Av> 
enue.  That  building  tias  been  obtained  on  terms  which 
the  accompanying  papers  will  fully  exhibit.  The  bun- 
ness  of  the  Department  will  be  immediately  resumed  in 
that  building. 

The  agreement  with  Mr.  Fuller  will  make  necessary 
an  immediate  appropriation  by  Congress,  and  upon  that 
bf>dy  will  derolve  also  the  duty  of  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  rent,  if  they  shall  approre  or  the  arrange* 
ment. 

In  the  mean  time,  steps  have  been  taken  to  secure  all 
tbftt  is  valuable  in  the  ruins  of  the  Post  Office  building, 
and  to  protect  from  the  weather  the  walls  of  ao  much  of 
it  as  vas  occupied  by  tbe  Geoenl  Pott  Office,  which 
stands  firm. 

The  Department  has  no  fund  at  command,  out  of  whieb 
the  services  necessary  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  ob* 
jects  can  be  paid  for,  nor  has  it  the  means  to  replace 
the  furniture  which  has  been  lost,  and  must  be  immedi- 
-Btely  obtained  to  enable  tbe  clerks  to  proceed  with  their 
current  business. 

These  facts  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  report  to  you,  that 
you  may  recommend  to  Congress  such  nWMurei  there- 
upon as  you  may  deem  expedient. 

With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

To  the  Pbesibxst  ov  thb  Uititbd  Statbb, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHIELDS,  the  message  and  accom- 
panying documenta  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
.the  Post  Office  and  Poat  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Af^er  tbe  presentation  of  various  pfttitioas  and  memo- 
rials* 

Mr,  BELL,  from  tbe  Committee  on  lodian  AfTairsi 


reported  a  bill  to  regulate,  in  certain  cases,  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  lands  ceded  by  Indian  tribes  to 
the  United  Statesi  which  said  bill  was  passed  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  (Mr.  Gablahd,  of  Virginia,  in 
the  chair,)  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to^norrow. 

Mr.  CAMSRELENQt  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  bills  of  the  fnllowing  titlesi  viz: 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  Ihe  soppresrion  of 
Indian  hostilitiest 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  the 
revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  tbe  United  States 
for  1837| 

A  bill  making  sppropriatkms  for  the  naval  service  for 
183r, 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Ihe 
army  for  the  year  1837i 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortiflcstiofls 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1837t 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Indian  tkpartment,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  the  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the  year  1837t 

Which  said  bills  were  severally  read,  and  referred  to 
Ihe  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  House  oo  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

Tbe  business  next  in  order  was  tbe  motion,  submitted 
yesterday  by  Mr.  D.  J.  Piakcb,  to  reconsider  tbe  vote 
by  which  a  resolution  heretofore  offered,  authorizing 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  afTura  of  this  in- 
stitution to  visit  tbe  same,  for  the  purposes  of  their  in- 
vestigation, had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

Hr.  WARD  aaid  he  should  vote  in  favor  of  reconsid- 
eration, and  before  doing  so  he  wished  to  state  his  rea- 
sons td  the  House.  He  regretted  that  tbe  House 
should  have  raised  a  select  committee  at  all  on  this  sub- 
ject; but  inasmuch  as  the  House  had  done  so,  and  the 
cnmmittee  had  been  appointed,  he  was  clearly  of  opin- 
ion that  Ihe  House  should  accord  to  them  the  privileges 
they  desired.  It  was  tbe  wish  of  the  committee  either  that 
all  or  a  portion  of  their  number  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  get  information  which  they  considered  impo^ 
tant  to  the  successful  issue  of  their  investigation. 

It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  every  member  of 
this  House  that  this  question  had  been  brotighl  op  for 
their  consideration  for  several  years  in  succession.  At 
one  time  the  subject  bad  been  referred  to  the  Commtltea 
on  Military  AtTalrat  that  committee,  by  their  chairman, 
presented  a  report,  which  he  considered  unanswerable. 
Tbe  gentlemen,  however,  who  were  opposed  to  that 
institution,  were  not  satisfied  with  the  vote  then  taken* 
and  bad  brought  the  matter  before  Congress  every 
session,  and  at  length  a  select  committee  had  been  ap< 
pointed,  not  only  to  Inquire  into  what  they  alleged  to 
be  abuses,  but  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  in* 
Blitution  altogether.  That  committee  had  made  witat 
he  liad  no  doubt  was  a  very  able  report,  but  it  had 
never  been  printed.  It  had  been  suggested  to  him  that 
if  that  report  was  printed  it  might  possibly  threw  all 
the  light  upon  tbe  subject  that  was  necesssry. 

He,  for  one,  was  entirely  willing  to  indulge  the  com- 
mittee in  their  request,  because  be  was  of  opinion  that, 
however  prejudiced  the  gentlemen  composing  it  mi^ht 
now  be  against  that  institution,  when  they  gave  to  it  a 
personal  examination  they  would  return  to  this  House 
with  very  different  impressions,  and  thst  tbey  would  be 
entirely  satisfied  that  it  was  an  institution  which  ought 
to  he  sustained  by  the  country.  With  this  view  it  wis 
that  he  ahould  now  record  hia  vote  In  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion for  reconsideration;  and  that,  if  that  motion  pre- 
vailed, he  should  then  vote  for  tbe  adoption  of  the 
rcsduiion.   Tbe  nembers  of  tiiat  House  all  knew  that. 


Digitized  by  Goog 


1131 


GALES  &  SEATON*S  REGISTEK 


II.  or  R.]  Executive  Adminulration— Cumberland  Boad.  [Dk.  23,  i^. 


for  levcnl  jreftrt  patt,  the  federal  Executive  had  aeketrd 
nntlemen  a>  a  boanl  of  Tiiiten  to  «xunlne  iato  tbat 
iiiatitntion,  amongat  wboai  there  had  been  Mine  who 
verc  atroni^y  prejudiced  againat  iti  and  yet  he  belicTCd 
that,  with  one  exception  in  the  caae  of  a  gentleoun  from 
Ohio,  not  one  of  thete  visiten,  after  tbat  examination, 
had  railed  his  voice  againit  (be  Academy.  He  (Mr  W.) 
would  not  detain  the  Houae  with  any  general  obaerTa- 
tiona  at  tbia  time*  but  he  took  this  opportunity  to  atate 
that  one  of  the  raoat  distinguished  ofRcers  qf  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  alhidmg  to  this  institution  in  the 
course  of  a  conversation  with  tun,  (Mr.  W.,)  had  made 
the  remark,  "  that  it  wai  bit  optnioa  tl»t  the  inatltntion 
was  better  caleuUted  to  keep  alive  the  military  apirit  of 
the  country  than  anf  other  tbat  existedt  and  tbat  be 
would  rather  himself  leave  the  service  forever,  and  see 
the  army  disbanded,  (ban  lie  would  see  that  iiotitution 
aboliabed." 

But  it  struck  htffl  (Hr.  W.)  that  the  officers  of  the 
army  would  have  great  reason  to  apprehend  that  they 
were  not  the  favoritea  uf  Congreas,  judging,  at  leait, 
from  the  courae  wliicb  Congreaa  had  pursued  towards 
them  for  several  yeara  past.  At  a  prerioua  aeaaion, 
when  a  bill  was  brought  in  to  equaliae  the  pay  of  the 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  it  had  been  expected  tbat 
the  bill  would  become  a  law|  but,  instead  of  that,  a  bill 
passed  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  navy 
mly,  leaving  out  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  thus  dis- 
couraging the  Utter  from  believing  tl)at  they  had  any 
thing  to  expect  at  the  hands  of  Congress. 

I'he  principle  of  equaliiing  the  pay  of  the  army  and 
navy  (said  Mr.  W.)  was  both  Just  and  equitable;  and 
the  passage  of  auoh  a  law  would  have  been  attended 
with  the  best  consequences  to  the  officers  of  both  these 
branches  of  the  service.  Their  pay  being  equal,  they 
would  be  able  to  act  on  duty  together  wittiout  any 
lurking  feeling  of  injustice  or  jealoiiayi  and  he  hoped 
that,  at  no  distant  date,  auch  a  bill  would  receive  the 
approbation  of  Congress. 

In  concluMon,  Ur.  W.  remarked  that,  aa  he  had 
heretofore  raised  his  voice  in  favor  of  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  and  as  he  had  not  tbe  slightest 
apprehension  as  to  the  result  of  any  acruliny  into  its 
anaira,  be  was  willing  that  the'  committee  should  go 
there.  He  believed  that  their  visit  wouhl  be  productive 
of  goodi  and  be  would  tell  them  now,  that  if  they  should 
discover  any  abuses,  he  would  go  all  lengths  with  them 
in  the  work  of  reform.  But  the  abolition  of  the  inalitu- 
tion  was  an  idea  which  he  could  not  for  a  moment  entcr- 
ti^n. 

Mr.  JARVtS  said  be  did  not  rise  to  enter  into  any 
debate,  bis  object  being  rather  to  arrest  It.  He  might 
have  a  few  words  to  say  hereafter,  but  he  moved  now 
to  lay  tbe  reaolution  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  aaid  that,  aa  all  the  attraction 
aeemed  at  present  to  be  in  the  other  end  of  the  build- 
ing, he  would  move  for  a  call  of  the  Houiet  and,  on 
that  motion,  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays)  which  the 
House  refuaed  to  order. 

And  (be  qoesllon  on  the  motion  for  a  call  of  the 
Houae  wu  then  taken,  and  decided  in  tbe  negative.  So 
the  House  refused  to  order  the  call. 

3»fr.  VANUEUeOEL  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  tablet 
which  were  cwdered,  and,  being  taken,  weret  Teaa  86, 
nays  77. 

So  the  resolutioa  waa  laid  on  the  table. 

EXECUTIVE  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tioa heretofore  offers  Mr.  Wisx,  proposing  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  select  commilM».lo  inquire  into  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  execttiire  departmenia,  together 


with  the  amendment  offered  thereto  Hr.  D,  j. 
Pbabcb,  propoHor  to  confine  tbe  inquiry  to  spuafic 
acts  of  male^adrainistration. 

Hr.  LANE  addressed  the  House  for  opvatdisfH 
hour,  in  oppodtioo  to  Hr.  Wisx*!  resohition. 

And  Own,  on  motion  of  llr.  HOWELL, 

The  House  adjourned. 

Thdbsdat,  DacaifBn23. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Tbe  first  buMneas  in  order  was  the  resolution  of  tkt 
Sutc  of  Illinois,  in  relation  to  the  locating  of  ibe  utioa- 
al  road  in  llltnoi*,  ao  aa  to  cauae  it  to  paaa  through  Abna, 
presented  on  a  former  day  by  Hr.  Raixouu,  or  thii 
State. 

Hr.  REYNOLDS  rose  and  addressed  tbe  Huukh 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  lamaorry  that  I  am  eompeUed,  b;  t 
sense  of  duty,  to  addreaa  (he  Houae  on  this  aobjeet, 
which,  I  fear,  is  not  very  interesting  to  my  friendi,  the 
members  of  this  Houscf  and  1  cannot  promise  theia,  in 
my  remarks,  any  thing  like  eloquence  or  oralory,  Ibit 
will  be  entertaining  to  them.  Thia  is  a  aubject  of  pot 
interest  and  importance  lo  the  whole  State  of  UliuMi 
and  particularly  to  the  district  which  1  have  (he  koaot 
to  represent  on  this  floor.  Its  ioterest  to  tbe  people  ii 
the  reason  I  now  addrem  you.  The  preamble  and  rw- 
lutions  now  under  eonjinderatloo  were  adopted  bj 
(he  General  Aasembly  of  the  Stale  by  a  unanimoui  TMr. 
The  State  has  .assumed  the  principles  and  duclrincs  tl 
State  rights,  which  I  consider  are  conatilutional  ud 
correct,  and  such  as  can  be  maintained  and  demonitnttd 
on  a  proper  expo^Uon  of  tbe  eoBat'itution  of  our  Gortnt- 
ment.  Without  further  comment  or  preface,  I  willteid 
the  preamble  and  resolutions  vkbicb  paesed  tbe  Lrpib- 
ture  of  the  State  of  Illinois  by  a  unanimoua  vole. 

"  Whereas  it  ii  the  opinion  of  tbe  Legiiilalure  of  tbi 
State  of  Illinois,  now  in  session,  that  the  route  wlichilic 
national  road  ^lould  pursue,  if  extended  aoaitoctnt 
the  Misatasippi  river  at  the  town  of  Alton,  would  be  u 
entire  accordance  with  ita  ultimate  destination,  the  capi- 
tal of  the  Slate  of  Missouri^  would  be  more  adnnUft- 
OUB  to  the  commercial  and  agricultural  interests  of  Uin 
State,  and  aflbrd  to  her  inhabitanta,  and  tho*eof  btru- 
ler  States,  a  more  direct  and  convenient  cltaio  of  iiilfr- 
communication  than  any  other  route:  and  »hcreu  Ibe 
passage  of  said  road  across  the  Hissiaa'ippi  river  tt  St. 
Louis  would  not  only  be  highly  detrimenut  to  tbe  pm- 
perity  of  this  State,  but  In  violation  of  her  just  pretf» 
iions  and  of  her  rights  of  sovetvignty,  contrary  to  ik 
avowed  policy  of  the  General  Government,  ai  d  in  <^ 
defiance  of  those  principles  of  even-handed  justice 
impartiality  which  have  characterized  her  dealing!  fii^ 
other  Slates,  in  relation  to  tbia  matter: 

•'  Hurefprt,  he  it  resolved  by  the  General  JmrnUy  tf 
the  suae  ^  jniinoitt  That  the  conaent  of  the  State  ollh- 
nois  is  hereby  given  to  the  Federal  Government  ts  o- 
tend  the  national  road  through  the  territory  of  »i 
State,  so  aa  to  cross  the  Mississippi  river  at  the  lovn  A 
Alton,  in  said  State,  and  at  no  other  point. 

Reaoked,  Tbat  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instnict- 
ed,  and  our  Representatives  requested,  to  use  their  bnl 
exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  Imw  autborixinK 
survey  of  the  route  from  Vandalia  to  Jefferson  city, 
tlie  way  of  Alton,  and  for  the  continuation  of  tbe  nitii"- 
al  road  upon  said  route.*' 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  every  member  of  this  Howf, 
that  (his  resolution  presents  a  subject  of  much  iicp''' 
tanee,  and  one  on  which  various  opinions  hare  becnn- 
tertained.  Thia  subject  being  new.  and  of  difficult  nliH 
tion,  I  hare  the  same  pleasure  in  preaenting  it  (o  tkii 
learned  and  inlelligeni  afsemhfy  as  the  celchnied  pf : 
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■OMgeof  Mitiqiiily  had  in  defending  himBclf  before  Kin^ 
Affrippi-  St.  P«ul  aaid  th»t  he  wu  "  happy  to  have  the 
privile^  to  address  a  judge  who  wai  learned  in  all  the 
Uwsand  customs  of  the  Jews."  So  do  "I  think  myself 
happy"  to  hftTC  the  honor  to  present  this  subject  before 
■n  asMmbly  that  >re  intelligent,  ud  learned  in  the  laws 
and  emittitation  of  their  eountry.  It  is  a  principle  ac- 
knawledged  by  all  constitutional  lawyers  and  constilu* 
tional  writen,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales 
possess  no  power  of  action  further  than  is  expressly 
given  them  by  the  constitution;  and,  on  an  attentive  and 
careful  examination  of  that  initrunoent,  it  will  be  found 
that  there  exists  no  power  in  Congress  to  force  on  a 
Slate  such  improreOMnts  m  are  contemplated  by  this  na- 
tiooal  road. 

I  would  ask  any  gentlemsn  in  this  House,  if  he  would 
vote  for  sn  improvement  of  the  country,  such  is  the  na- 
tional road  is,  contrary  to  the  express  will  and  consent 
of  the  State  in  which  the  road  was  to  be  located  f  I  do 
not  believe  there  can  be  a  case  found  in  the  history  of 
thb  Government,  where  the  General  Government  has 
forced  on  a  Slate,  contrary  to  the  will  and  Bonsent  of 
the  State,  a  road,  or  any  such  impipvement.  Tlie 
United  States  possess  the  power  to  make  all  neces- 
sary roads  for  ber  military  operations.  This  power  arises 
from  her  exclusive  and  constitutional  authority  over  the 
Bubject  of  war  and  all  its  consequences. 

1'he  nationBl  road  wliich  is  now  under  coniideratiiHi  is 
DOt  pretended  to  be  a  military  road,  or  in  snj  manner 
connected  with  the  military  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  oonstilutioa  of  the  United  States  express- 
ly authorizes  Congress  **  to  establish  post  ofRces  and  post 
roads."  Congress,  having  the  constitutional  authority 
and  jurisdiction  over  this  subject,  must,  as  a  neceasaiy 
consequence,  have  the  the  power  to  "establish"  post 
roulesor  post  roads.  The  Congress,  at  their  last  session, 
establlsbcid  a  great  many  post  roads  all  over  the  Union. 
This  is  the  establishment  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  con- 
templated by  the  constitution,  and  not  the  making  of  a 
road  such  as  the  national  road  is.  It  would  not  be  se> 
riously  contended  by  any  one,  tlist,  under  the  provtiuons 
of  the  constituiion  on  this  subject,  Congress  woul^  tje 
bound,  or  would  hsve  the  const ttutional  competency, 
to  make  and  cut  out  a  road  wherever  they  establish  a  post 
route.  Tlie  national  road  i»,  in  fact,  no  more  a  post  road 
than  it  is  a  military  ruadt  and,  oonsequenily,  ihe  Gene- 
ral  Government,  under  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
have  no  power  to  force  il  on  the  States. 

ir  Congress  possess  the  power,  without  the  consent  of 
the  States  through  which  Ibis  road  passes,  to  roske  and 
open  it  in  (he  States,  then  it  must  follow,  as  a  matter  of 
necessity,  that  Congress  also  possess  the  power  to  keep 
these  roads  in  repairt  and,  in  order  to  do  this,  they  must 
establish  toll  gates  and  toll  eoUectori  on  them.  Thty 
must  also  possess  the  jurisdiction  and  control  over  them; 
and,  conBcquently,  must  estHblish  courts,  and  appoint 
oflicen,  to  enforce  the  acts  of  Congres^  in  the  exeicise 
ol'  their  jurisdiction  over  then).  If  Co'ngresi  have  the 
power,  without  tlie  consent  of  the  Slates,  to  make  these 
roads,  they  must  exercise  all  the  juriBdlctioh  and  power 
above  enumerated,  in  exclusion  of  the  State  authurities. 
This  roust  be  the  necessary  consequence,  if  they  bave 
the  power,  in  the  Grat  instsoce,  to  make  the  roads.  I 
believe  that  there  is  no  American  citiaen  who  would  be 
willing  to  seethe  United  States  assume  and  exercise  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  and  control  over  these  nationui  im- 
provements, and  deprive  the  States  of  their  constitution, 
at  sovereignty  and  rights  wiUiin  the  limits  of  their  own 
territory. 

I  have  heard  intelligent  geni'lemen  contend,  that  if  the 
United  States  bad  the  power  to  make  the  national  road 
at  m\\  thev  would  hare  it  as  w«H  without  as  with  the 
consent  uf  the  States  throug;h  which  the  road  msy  pass. 


I  consider  this  position  to  be  without  foundation,  and  un* 
tenable.  A  State  has  the  power  and  right  to  admit  any  . 
individual  or  set  of  men  to  expend  their  money  in  the 
StatP,  in  such  way  or  manner  as  the  State  may  think  prop, 
er  and  right.  We  see  companies  frequently  incorpora- 
ted by  State  authority  to  make  roads,  eanab,  and  such 
improvements.  They  act  under  the  authority  of  Uie 
Stale.  They  nnay  be  considered  ihe  agents  or  avvants 
of  the  Stale,  as  they  act  under  the*  control  and  laws  of 
the  State,  and  not  by  their  own  authority.  In  the  same 
manner,  when  the  State  gives  her  consent  to  the  Gene- 
ral Government  to  make  a  road  within  the  limits  of  the 
State,  the  United  States  acts  not  by  its  own  authority, 
but  by  the  power  and  authority  delegated  to  it  by  the 
State  Government.  The  General  Government  act  under 
the  authority  of  the  State,  and,  like  all  other  agents,  can 
not  transcend  the  power  given. 

This  view  of  the  subject  is  demonitrated  by  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  passed 
in  November,  1802,  which  is  in  the  rotlowing  words,  to 
witt 

**  That  this  Slate  do  hereby  give  and  grant  their  full 
approbation  and  consent  that  Die  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  may  appropriate,  towards  repairing  and 
keeping  in  repair  the  post  roads,  or  any  one  or  more  of 
them,  within  this  Stair,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  ss  , 
they  in  their  wisdom  rasy  deem  ri^ht,  and  to  lay  out  and 
apply  the  same  to  said  purpose,  in  any  manner  they  by 
law  direct:  Pnmded,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  extend,  or  msy  be  eonatrued  to  extend,  to  autlio. 
rize  C6ngrees  to  pass  any  law  for  the  changing  the  direc- 
tion of  the  road^  or  any  of  them,  as  now  esta^rtshed,  or 
to  authorise  them  to  pass  a  law  for  the  opening.ofa  new 
road." 

The  above-recited  act  gives  a  construction  to  the  cun- 
stituiiunsl  power  of  Congress,  and  demonslrates  the  po« 
sition  that  Congress  is  governed  in  ilsjiction  on  this  sub- 
ject by  the  auibcHity  of  the  State  Government. 

This  view  the  subject  is  also  fortified  by  Congress 
trans'erring  the  national  road  to  the  States  ea^t  of  the 
Ohio,  throiigli  which  the  road  passes.  Congreu,  by 
this  set,  disclaims  the  jiirisdicllon  and  exclusive  control 
over  ihis  rosd,  and  transfers  all  her  claim  to  it  to  the  re- 
spective States  in  which  it  is  lucated.  1*his  is  an  sc- 
knowledgment  tbat  Ihe  General  Government  had  not 
the  power  or  jurisdiction  over  this  improvement,  to  (he 
exclusion  of  the  Slats  Governments.  It  is  a  principle, 
acknowledged  by  all,  that  the  construction  and  exposi- 
tion given  to  a  law  or  to  a  eonstitutton,  at  or  near  the  ^me 
the  law  or  constitution  was  made,  is  of  greater  force  and 
validity  than  a  construction  given  at  any  other  time. 

In  1806,  which  is  not  a  great  length  of  time  after  Ihe 
constitution  of  the  United  Slates  waa  adopUd,  an  act  of 
Congress  passed  on  this  very  subject,  and  gave  a  con- 
struction to  that  instrument.  This  is  the  first  act  whioh. 
was  passed  on  the  subject,  and  it  is  the  act  that  estab- 
lished the  Cumberland  or  national  road. 

1  will  read  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  part  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  which  requires  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  obtain  Ihe  consent  of  the  State  through  which 
this  road  was  to  be  located.  CommisBioners  were  to 
be  appointed  by  this  set;  and,  on  their  report,  the  duty 
of  the  President  is  prescribed  in  the  following  set  of 
Congres^  to  wit: 

"  Which  report  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to 
accept  or  feject,  in  the  whole  or  in  part.  If  he  accepts, 
be  is  hereby  further  au(hor'zed  anil  requested  to  pursue 
such  measures  as  in  his  opinion  shall  be  proper,  to  ob- 
tain consent,  for  making  the. road,  of  the  State  &r  SUtes 
through  which  the  same  haa  b^kih^id  out|  which  eon< 
sent  being  obtained,  further  authorized  to  take 

prompt  and  effeclusl  measures  to  cause  said  road  to  ba 
made  through  the  whole  distsnce,  or  in  any  pa;l  or  part* 
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of  tlie  MM  be  riutll  jod^  iwMt  eonduetve  to  the  pablic 
good,  having  reference  to  the  tuiD  epproprieted  for  the 

purpose." 

In  ibe  execution  of  the  tbore  recited  set  of  Congreu, 
snd  in  the  performance  of  his  dotjr  under  it.  President 
JefTerson  addressed  the  following  message  to  Congress: 

Th  the  Senaie  and  Houu  of  Bepramtatitet  of  the  Vni- 
.     ltd  Siaita.- 

**  In  execution  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
frresD,  entitled  *  An  set  to  reffuhte  the  laying  out  and 
making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land; to  the  SUte  of  Ohio,*  I  appointed  Thomaa  Moorr, 
of  Maryland,  Joseph  Kerr,  of  Ohio,  and  Bli  Williams,  of 
Manland,  commis^oners  to  lay  out  the  aaid  road,  and  to 
perform  the  other  duties  assigned  to  Ihem  by  the  act. 
The  progress  which  they  made  in  the  execution  of  the 
work,  during  Ibe  last  session,  will  appear  in  their  report 
now  communicated  lo  Congress.  On  the  receipt  of  it, 
1  took  measuret  to  obtain  consent  for  making  the  road, 
of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Msryland,  and  Virginia, 
tlirough  whicli  the  eommisaioners  proposed  to  lay  it  oiit. 

I  hate  received  acta  of  the  Legislatures  of  Mar>tand  and  [  ^he  President,  in  "h^s  late  mes^ge  of  DeceaHer, 
Virpia.  giving  the  consent  desired,  that  of  Pennsylva-  ]  1836,  recognise,  this  principle  where  Sesayslhst  "Th. 
nubss  the  subject  fct .11  under  c^^deration,  a.  »  .up-        ,j  ^„  begun  apinst  that  Isliti«li«.ri«i«» 

posed.  Unt^I  receive  ull  consent  to  a  free  choice  of  ;  f,™ctia„  of  the  constitutionf  which  anthoriiestheiisli* 
route  through  the  whole  distance,  I  have  »hough  .  i  .ppropriation  of  (he  revenue  of  the  Union  loinWr. 
25'  tr  .r  SSl'itl!:  1*J    nal  im'p'Jov'ement  within  the  State,,  lending  .o  inm.  ,n 


Ur.  Speaker,  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  by  mSaf 
any  of  the  acta  or  resolutions  of  the  General  Anmblici 
of  the  States  of  Virginia,  Ohio,  or  Indiana,  thniu|b 
which  this  road  passes,  it  will  be  found,  on  exsnintliai, 
that  the  consent  of  all  the  States,  from  ooe  end  of  tin 
road  to  (he  other,  has  been  given  to  the  GeBenlG» 
emmcnt  to  construct  the  road,  before  the  United  Siitci 
oommeDced  it.  It  seems  lo  me  there  eanaot  euti 
doubt  in  Ibe  mind  of  any  one  that  will  eiaaiiDe  tkeadi- 
ject  altentively,  and  aee  the  course  of  the  Genenl  Got- 
crnment  and  of  the  Statea  also  on  this  subject,  tbilC»> 
greaa  has  not  the  coostitutiooal  piiwer  to  force  u  in- 
provement  of  this  character  on  any  State. 

If  Congreas  aasunne  this  power,  and  exercise  ii,  Sbte 
rigbta  and  Stale  sovereignty  might  be  proiliatcd.  If 
Congress  can  foree  a  road  on  a  SUte  four  rods  v'idr,  it 
can  force  into  a  Stale  one  of  forty  miles  wide,  am)  iswt 
of  necessity  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  it,  Tlw 
would  be  unreaaonsble,  and  dealructive  to  our  sjUcii  of 
government,  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  the  form- 
tion  of  a  consolidsted  Government,  which  would  dotrar 
State  rights  and  State  Governments. 


report  of  the  eommisaioners.  Some  matters  suggested 
in  the  report  below  cxclunvcly  to  the  Lrgislaiure. 

TH.  JEFFEBSON. 

JiavAKV  51,  1807." 

It  ia  almost  useless  to  observe  that  no  pereon  ever 
stood  higher  fur  splendid  talents,  and  for  a  complete 
and  prrfect  knowledge  of  our  constitution  and  (he  na- 
ture of  our  Government,  than  President  Jefferson  did; 
and  he  deemed  it  necessary  tu  have  the  "  full  consent" 
of  the  States  "to  a  free  choice  of  the  route,  through 
the  whole  distance,"  before  be  could  cause  the  road 
to  be  made. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  will  trouble  the  House  with  only  a 
few  of  the  ads  of  the  State  Governments  in  which  (his 
ruad  was  located.  I 

The  following  is  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  I 
Maryland,  which  pawd  4th  January,  1807,  and  fully  | 
recognises  the  principle  that  the  Genctwl  Government 
has  no  power  to  make  the  improvement  without  the  i 
"  consent"  of  the  State;  ' 

*'Whereaaa  law  pa«<wd  the  Congrrsa  of  the  United 
Slates  on  lhe  29th  of  Mareh,  1B06,  directing  the  hying  ' 
out  of  a  ruad  from  Cumberland,  on  the  Poiomse  river,  j 
to  the  Ohio;  and  the  consent  nf  this  State  being  neees-  : 
sary  to  the  opening  of  the  same,  so  hx  as  it  may  run  with-  , 
in  her  limits,  therefore,  | 

•*  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Ammbly  of  Maryland, 
1'bst  it  shall  be  lawful,  and  the  full  and  entire  consent  of 
the  State  of  Mar) land  Is  hereby  (;>ven  to  the  opening 
and  improving  the  same,  and  the  I'resident  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  is  hereby  autberized  to  Gtaot  the  aaid  road  to 
be  laid  out,  opened,  and  improved,  in  such  way  and 
manner  ss  by  the  beforc-recited  act  of  Congress  ts  re- 
cjiiired  an;1  direcieil." 

An  set  passed  ihe  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Pt-nnsylvsnia  on  tbe  9ih  April,  807,  on  this  subject, 
and  ia  as  follows,  to  wit: 

"That  the  Preatdeni  of  the  UnHed  Statea  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorised  to  cause  so  much  of  llie  said  road 
as  will  be  in  this  State  to  be  opened  so  far  as  it  may  be 
necessary  the  sam«  thould  pass  thtuugh  this  Stat^,  ami  (o 
Cduse  the  said  road  to  be  made,  regukted,  and  comple- 
ted, within  the  limits  and  nccording  to  the  intent  and 
meaning  of  Ihe  btfore-rtciied  act  of  Curgrtss  in  re* 
htion  thereto." 


the  hands  and  place  under  the  control  of  tbe  Genenl 
Government  all  the  principal  roads  and  eanab  of  ibt 
country,  in  violalion  of  Slate  righti  and  in  derogsl'M  « 
State  authority.*' 

This  principle  being  demonstrated,  that  Congrea  Su 
no  power  to  make  these  works  without  the  "cimeiii 
of  ihe  State  in  which  they  are  located,  the  nrcrmiT 
consequence  ia — growing  out  of  the  above  resolu^n- 
that  the  national  road  must  cross  the  Mississippi  rirer  u 
Alton,  in  the  Stale  of  lllinoia.  If  the  road  doesnoicnv 
the  river  at  Alton,  the  consent  of  the  Slate  is  gim  » 
locale  it  *'at  no  other  print."  It  is  proper  and  ririlt* 
mention  that  ibere  ia  a  conteat  betsreen  the  Stales  fAv- 
linois  and  Missouri  about  the  location  of  this  rosd.  Tu 
Slate  of  Illinois,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  is  MnsniimW 
in  iier  resolution  to  locate  it  at  Altonj  and  therepmcsi' 
atives  of  the  people  of  Missouri  wish  it  located  lotf to 
cross  Ihe  Mississippi  at  St.  Louis,  in  that  State. 

I'he  people  of  Illinois  entertain  no  unfriendly  Ut\tf 
Inwards  the  Stale  of  Uiaaouri  or  Ibe  cily  of  Si-  L«» 
We  are  proud  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  SUV 
and  of  their  city,  but  we  are  not  so  friendly  to  the"*' 
to  advance  their  interesta  to  the  disparagcmenl  ud  d(- 
struction  of  our  uwn  rights  and  intereats.  We  do 
love  Cxsar  leas,  but  Rome  more." 

We,  the  people  of  Illinois  consider  it  our  dul]r  l<> 
vance  our  own  happiness  and  inlerert,  when  it  ii 
doan  injury  or  wrong  to  the  State  of  Misaouri  or  tuw 
United  SUtea.    We  do  not  wish  to  injure  Si>  V»t 
but  we  are  anxtoua  to  advance  our  own  Slate  and  Alto*- 
At  a  recent  election,  under  a  statute  law  of  the  Suit 
of  Illinois,  a  vote  was  taken  fur  the  location  of  tbe  tw 
of  Government  of  the  State,  and  Alton  received  tBSf* 
votes  than  any  other  placet  by  which  proceeding  it 
most  certain  that  Alton  will  become  the  seal  of  Gon^ 
ment  for  tbe  Slatet  and  aa  the  policy  of  the  States  Ibrwp 
which  the  national  rotd  passes,  and  that  also  of  Ibe 
eral  GuTernmeni,  ia  to  locate  it  so  aa  to  paaa  tlie  s«u^ 
the  Slate  Governments,  this  policy  will,  I  hope,  be  «■ 
tended  to  Illinois  as  well  aa  to  other  States.  Alios  ^ 
one  of  the  most  flourishing  and  commercial  Idviu  is  |^ 
Stale  of  lllinoia.    I  am  informed  that  it  asd  its  c"*^ 
contain  a  population  of  four  or  live  thousand 
I  know  it  ia  rather  increasing  in  popuhtion,  'i*'^''^ 
and  importance.    .Vnd  allb<High  Alton  msy  not  cw*" 
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u  gre^t  R  popultlion  u  St.  Louis,  yet  there  is  in  the 
State  of  Illinois  in  iiDrnense  number  of  people  more 
th«n  in  the  Stste  of  Hiisouri,  which  ought  to  be  i  strong 
•rgument  in  fivor  of  tbe  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Speaker,  It  is  almost  unnecessary  for  me  to  state 
to  tbia  HouaCf  at  this  time,  that  the  national  road  bai  been 
located  no  further  west  than  to  Vandalia,  the  teat  of 
Government  of  tbe  Slate  of  Iltinoisi  and  the  resolution 
t>efore  us  gives  the  consent  of  the  State  to  continue  it  in 
that  State  to  Alton,  towards  its  ultimate  destination,  Jef- 
ferson city,  in  the  State  of  Hissourit  and,  judging'  from 
the  best  information  I  can  ubtain,  tbe  route  by  Allon, 
fran  Vaodalia  to  JeSeraon  city,  will  be  found,  on  actual 
surrey,  to  be  the  best  and  shortest,  for  tbe  continuation 
of  the  road. 

If  this  resolution  gave  the  consent  of  the  State  to 
cross  the  Hississippi  river  at  a  point  entirely  out  of  the 
direction  from  Vandalia  to  Jefferson  city,  then  I  would 
ny  it  was  unreasonable,  and  ought  not  to  be  urged  on 
the  consideration  of  this  House.  On  such  occasion,  I 
should  regret  to  find  myself  advocating  a  course  of  pol- 
icy so  absurd  and  unjust.'  But  wh;n  I  am  clearly  satis- 
fied that  the  route  by  Alton  is  the  nfeareat  and  beat  from 
Vandalia  to  JeBerson  city,  and  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment will  take  into  consideration  the  will,  interest, 
and  '*  consent"  of  the  State,  in  the  location  of  this  road, 
I  feel  a  conscious  rectitude  in  my  course,  and  will  pur* 
sue  it,  ''uncaring  of  consequences." 

I  consider  it  my  duty  to  pursue  this  coarse  at  this  sea* 
9ion  of  Congress,  in  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  tbe 
General  Assembly,  and  in  accordance  to  tbe  voice  of  the 
people,  expressed  in  a  meeting  had  on  the  occasion. 
Tbe  proceedings  of  this  meeting  were  printed  and  laid 
on  tbe  table  of  each  member. 

Having  finUhed  my  remarks  on  this  resolution,  I  move 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canab. 

Hr.  HARBISON,  of  Miuouri,  inquired  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinoto  if  bis  motion  to  refer  was  intended 
also  to  embrace  liutnietions  to  tbe  committee  to  report 
ft  bill  In  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  presentedi  be- 
cause, if  an,  Hr.  H.  wished  to  have  an  opptntunity  of 
replying  to  tbe  gentleman. 

Hr.  IWYNOLDS  replied  that  his  motion  did  not 
embrace  inatructloni. 

The  motion  to  reflBr  was  then  agreed  to. 

TEXAS. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Preri- 
dent  of  tbe  United  States,  by  the  bands  of  Asvuw 
Jacksov,  Jr.,  h'n  private  aeeretary: 

TbIheHnutofMqimiaiMivet  U.  & 

During  the  last  leaiion,  information  was  given  to  Coo- 
Ifress,  by  the  Executive,  that  measurea  baa  been  taken 
to  ascertain  '*the  political,  military,  and  civil  condition  of 
Texas."  I  now  submit,  for  your  consideration,  extracts 
from  the  report  of  the  agent  who  had  been  appmnted  to 
collect  it,  relative  to  the  condition  of  that  country. 

No  steps  have  been  takeir  by  tbe  Gzeculive  towards 
tbe  aeknowledgmcftt  of  tbe  independence  of  Texast  and 
tbe  whole  nbject  would  have  been  Uh  without  further 
remark,  on  tbe  information  now  given  to  Congress, 
were  it  not  that  the  two  Houses,  at  their  last  session, 
acting  separately,  passed  resolutions  "that  the  independ' 
ence  of  Texas  ougiit  to  be  acknowledged  by  tbe  United 
States,  whenever  satisfactory  informatioir  should  be  re- 
ceived that  it  bad  in  aoccessful  operation  a  civil  Govern* 
ment,  capable  of^erfOTming  tbe  duties  and  fulRlltng  the 
obligations  of  an  independent  Power."  This  mark  of 
interest  in  tbe  question  of  the  independence  of  Texas, 
and  indication  of  tbe  viewa  of  Congreas,  nuke  it  proper 
that  I  shovld,  somewhat  in  detail,  present  the  coasidera* 
tjuas  that  have  gttverned  the  Exeeutire  in  continuing  to 
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occupy  the  ffround  previously  taken  in  tbe  contest  be* 
tween  Mexico  and  Texas. 

The  acknowledgment  of  a  new  State  as  independent, 
and  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  bmily  of  nations,  is  at  all 
times  an  act  of  great  delicacy  and  responsibility  t  but 
more  especially  so  when  soeh  State  has  forcibly  separa* 
ted  itself  from  another,  of  which  it  bad  formed  an  integral 
part,  and  which  still  claims  dominion  over  it.  ~  A  pre- 
mature recognition,  under  tb^  cireumstaneea,  if  no, 
looked  upon  as  justifiable  cause  of  war,  is  alwsys  liable 
to  be  regarded  as  a  proof  of  an  unfriendly  spirit  to  one 
of  tbe  contending  parties.  All  questions  relative  to  the 
government  of  foreign  nations,  whether  of  the  iridorthe 
new  world,  have  been  treated  by  tbe  United  States  as 
questions  of  fkct  onlyi  and  our  predecessors  have  cau- 
tiously abstained  from  deciding  upon  them  until  theclear* 
est  evidence  was  in  their  posscBvion,  to  enable  them  not 
only  to  decide  correctly,  but  to  sliield  their  decisions 
from  every  unworthy  imputation.  In  all  the  contests 
that  have  arisen  out  of  the  revolutions  of  Fnmce,  out  of 
the  disputes  relating  to  the  crowns  of  Portugsl  and 
Spain,  out  of  the  revfdutionary  movementi  in  those  king- 
doms, out  of  the  separation  of  the  Ameriean  possesrions 
of  both  from  the  European  Governments,  and  out  of  tbe 
numerous  and  constantly  occurring  struggles  for  domin- 
ion in  Spanish  America,  so  wisely  consistent  with  our 
just  principles  has  been  tbe  action  of  our  Government, 
that  we  have,  under  the  most  critical  circumstances^ 
avoided  all  censure,  and  encountered  no  other  evil  than 
that  produced  by  a  transient  estrangement  of  good  will 
in  those  against  whom  we  have  been,  by  force  of  evi- 
dence, compelled  to  decide. 

It  has  thus  been  made  known  to  tbe  world  tbst  (be 
uniform  policy  and  practice  of  the  United  States  is,  to 
avoid  all  interference  io  disputes  which  merely  relate  to 
the  internal  gorernnent  of  other  nations,  and  eventually 
to  recognise  the  sutbority  of  the  prevailing  party,  with* 
out  reference  to  our  particular  interests  and  views,  or  to 
the  merits  of  the  origins]  controversy.  Public  opinion 
here  is  so  firmly  established  and  well  understood  in  lavor 
of  this  policy,  tliat  no  serious  disagreemeot  has  ever 
arisen  among  ourselves  in  relation  to  it,  although  brought 
under  review  in  a  variety  of  forms,  and  at  periods  when 
tbe  minds  of  the  people  were  greatly  excited  by  the 
agitation  of  topics  purely  domestic  in  their  character. 
Nor  hu  any  deliberate  inquiry  ever  been  instituted  io 
Congress,  or  in  any  of  our  legislaltre  bodies,  as  to  whom 
belonged  the  power  of  originally  recognising  a  new 
State — a  power  the  exercise  of  which  is  equivalent,  un- 
der some  circumstances,  to  a  declaration  of  war — a  pow> 
er  nowhere  expressly  delegated,  and  only  granted  in  tbe 
conatilution,  as  it  is  necesMrily  involved  in  some  of  the 
great  powers  given  to  Congress;  in  that  given  to  the 
PrMideot  and  Senate  to  form  trestiea  with  lorei^  Pow- 
ers, and  to  appoint  ambassadors  and  other  public  minis- 
terst  and  in  that  conferred  upon  the  President  to  re- 
ceive ministers  from  foreign  nations. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  re8oluti<m  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  is  diitinctly  intimated  that  the  expe- 
diency of  recognising  tbe  independence  of  Tezu  should 
be  leu  to  the  decinon  of  Congress.  In  this  view,  on  the 
ground  of  expedtency,  1  am  disposed  to  concuri  and  do 
not,  therefore,  consider  it  necessary  to  express  any  opin- 
ion as  to  tbe  strict  constitutional  ri^ht  of  the  Executive, 
either  apart  from  or  in  conjunction  with  the  Senate^ 
over  the  subject.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  on  no  future 
occasion  will  a  dispute  arise,  as  nime  has  heretofore  oc- 
curred, between  the  Executive  and  Legislature,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  power  of  reci^ition.  It  will  always  be 
considered  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution* 
and  most  ssfe,  that  it  should  be  exercised,  wbenprobablj 
leading  to  war,  with  a  previous  underataoding  with  that 
body  by  whom  war  can  ahme  be  declared,  and  by  whoa 
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M  the  proriaioni  for  NtUininif  ila  periti  mutt  be  fur- 
n'ubed.  lU  wbmlMion  to  Con^VM,  which  repreienta  in 
one  of  its  branehea  the  Btetet  of  this  Union,  uid  in  the 
other  the  people  of  the  United  Stalet,  where  there  nuj 
be  reaaonabte  ground  to  ipprehend  t»  grare  «  conw- 
quence,  would  certninly  afford  the  fullest  tatisfaction  to 
our  own  country^  and  a  perfect  guarantee  to  all  other  na- 
tions^ of  the  justice  and  prudence  of  the  nuuurea  which 
might  be  adopted. 

In  making  these  surgettiona,  it  ia  not  my  purpose  to 
relieve  myself  from  tne  responsibility  of  expressing  my 
own  opinions  of  the  course  the  interests  of  our  country 
prescribe,  and  its  honor  prrmita  us  to  folluw. 

It  is  scarcely  to  he  imagined  that  a  question  of  this 
cbaraeler  could  be  presented,  in  relation  to  which  it 
would  be  more  difficult  for  the  United  States  to  avoid 
exciting  the  suspicion  and  jealousy  of  other  Powers,  and 
maintain  their  eatebliahnl  character  for  fair  and  impar- 
tia)  deling.  But  on  Ihii^  as  oo  every  trying  occasion, 
aafely  is  to  be  found  in  a  rigid  adherence  to  principle. 

In  (he  contest  between  Spain  and  her  revolted  colo- 
nies we  slood  aloof,  and  waited  not  only  until  the  abilily 
of  the  new  SUtea  to  protect  themselves  was  fully  estsb- 
Qshed,  but  until  the  dinger  of  their  being  again  subjuga- 
ted had  entirely  passed  away.  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
were  they  recognised.  Such  was  our  course  tn  regard  to 
Mexico  heraelf.  The  same  policy  waa  obaerved  in  all 
the  diaputes  growing  out  of  tbe  separation  into  distinct 
Governments  of  those  Spanish  American  States  who  be* 
gan  or  carried  onihe  contest  with  the  parent  country, 
united  under  <me  furm  of  government.  We  acknowl- 
edged the  separate  independence  of  New  Grenada,  of 
Tenezuela,  and  of  Eeuador,  only  after  their  independent 
existence  waa  no  longer  a  tubjeet  oF  dispute,  or  was  ae- 
tuslly  acquiesced  in  by  those  with  whom  they  had  been 
previouily  united.  It  is  true  that,  with  regsrd  to  Texss, 
the  civil  authority  of  Mexico  has  been  expelled,  its  in- 
vading army  defeated,  and  the  chief  of  the  republic 
himself  captured,  and  all  present  power  to  control  the 
newly  (wnnized  Government  of  Texas  annihilated  with- 
hi  its  confines.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is,  in  ap- 
pearance at  least,  an  immense  disparity  of  physical  force 
Ml  the  Me  of  Mexico.  The  Urxican  repuhlic,  under 
another  Executive,  ia  rallying  its  forces  under  a  new 
leader,  and  menacing  a  fresh  invasion  to  recover  its  lost 
dominion. 

Upon  the  issue  of  this  threatened  invasion,  the  Inde- 
pendeBee  of  Tiexaa  may  be  considered  as  suspended; 
and  were  there  nothing  peculiar  in  the  relative  situation 
of  the  United  States  and  Texas,  our  acknowledgment 
of  its  independence  at  such  a  crii«*  couU  scarcely  be  re- 
garded aa  consistent  with  that  prudent  reserve  with 
which  we  have  heretofore  held  ourselves  bound  to  treat 
all  nmllar  questions.  But  there  are  circurostaaces  in  the 
relations  of  the  two  countriea  which  require  us  to  act,  on 
-this  occaaion,  with  even  more  than  our  wonted  caution. 
Texas  was  once  claimed  as  a  part  of  our  property,  and 
there  are  those  among  our  citizena  who,  always  reluctant 
to  abandon  that  claim,  cannot  hut  regard  with  solicitude 
the  prospect  of  the  reunion  of  the  territory  to  this  coun- 
try. A  targe  proportion  of  its  civilized  inhabitants  are  emi- 
grant! from  the  United  Slatesj  speak  the  same  Isngiiage 
with  oarselvesi  cherish  the  same  principles,  political  and 
religious)  and  are  bound  to  many  of  our  citizens  by 
ties  of  friend  Aip  and  kindred  blood  i  and,  more  than  all, 
it  ia  known  that  tbe  people  of  that  country  have  institu- 
ted the  same  form  of  government  with  our  own;  and 
have,  since  tbe  close  of  your  last  session,  openly  resolved, 
on  the  acknowledgment  by  ua  of  their  independence, 
to  seek  admission  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the  Federal 
Btatef.  This  last  circumstance  ia  a  matter  of  peculiar  deli- 
cacy, and  fbreci  upon  us  considerstiona  of  ihe  gravest, 
obar«eter.  The  title  ol  Texas  to  tbe  territory  she  daims 


is  identified  with  her  independencct  the  aiktusloK- 
knowledge  that  title  to  the  territory,  with  an  avoveddt- 
sign  to  treat  immediately  of  its  transfer  to  the  tliittd 
States.    It  becomes  us  to  beware  of  a  too  cirt;  wmt- 
ment,  u  it  might  suhjeet  us,  however  unjutthr,  to  ttit 
putation  of  seeking  to  establish  the  claim  of  our  iw'fh- 
bors  to  a  territory,  with  a  view  to  its  subteqQtat  tcqu- 
«tion  by  ourselves.    Prudence  therefore,  seeBkitodic' 
tate  that  we  should  ittll  stand  aloof,  and  msistain  m 
present  attitude,  if  not  until  Mexico  itself  or  one  ibe 
great  foreign  Powers,  shall  reci^nise  tbe  indepcBdnu 
of  the  new  Government,  at  least  until  the  bpse  of  lisi 
or  tbe  course  of  eventa  shall  have  proved,  bcyood  tai 
or  dispute,  the  ability  of  the  people  of  tbst  coualrj  to 
maintain  their  sepsrate  sovereignly,  and  to  upbold  tbe 
Government  constituted  by  them.    Neither  of  Ibe  cw- 
tending  parties  can  Justly  complain  of  this  coune.  B; 
pursuing  it,  we  are  but  carrying  out  the  long-cstablalKd 
policy  iH  our  Government— a  policy  «  hteh  ha«  iccuieil  lo 
us  reapeet  and  influence  abroad,  and  inspired  coofidctce 
at  home. 

Having  thua  discharged  my  duty,  by  presenlit^  viih 
simplicity  and  directness  the  views  which,  after  nwh 
reflection,  I  have  been  led  to  take  of  this  inportial  aik- 
ject,  I  have  only  to  add  tbe  expreasion  of  BtyconfiikKt 
that,  if  Congress  shall  difler  with  me  epoo  i^  ibtr 
judgment  will  be  tbe  retolt  of  di^HUsienate,  pradttl, 
and  wise  deliberation!  with  tbe  niauranee  that,  duni| 
tbe  short  time  I  shall  continue  connected  wiib  tbt  Gn- 
ernment,  1  shall  promptly  and  cordially  unite  viih 
in  Buch  measures  as  may  be  deemed  heu  fitttd  in  it- 
crease  tbe  prosperity  and  perpetuate  tbe  peace  of  «t 
favored  country. 

'ANDREW  JACESOK. 

Wasbibbtos,  December  31, 1836. 

Tbe  reading  of  tbe  message  having  been  coiiclude<j, 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  tbst  the  same,  with  tbe  una 
psnying  docuitientr,  be  referred  to  the  Comniiike  ta 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  that  Ihey  be  printed)  which  a» 
tion  prevailed. 

Mr.  BR1GG8  then  moved  that  10,000  extncopieiU 
the  measage  and  documents  be  printed. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEABCK  moved  30,000. 

Under  the  rule,  the  motion  would  lie  over 
but,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  tbe  House,  ii  vut» 
taken  into  eonaideration- 

Mr.  PICKENS  expressed  himself  favorable  to  iIkh^ 
tion  to  print  an  extra  number  of  copies,  and  toekMO- 
sion  to  say  that,  in  referring  the  same  to  tbe  CMDoiun 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  he  hoped  it  bad  beendistincil;  ib- 
derstood  that  areport  waa  to  be  had  at  asearly  aptriada 
possible.    He  hwl  no  objection  to  the  reference  to  ibi 
committee,  for  he  considered  and  recognised  ilairtpR-  i 
tenting  tbe  dominsnt  party  who  were  about  to  role  tk  I 
destinies  of  this  nation.    The  subject  »as  s  w.M  iflf^'  | 
tant  one,  and  be  boiied  tbe  eommittee  would  asioeetk  i 
responsibility  of  issuing  a  report  as  early  ux^p*  | 
sibly  suit  their  convenience. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  objected  to  ibe  prirttirr'  | 
30,000  copies.  He  bad  bf*n  u  hupea  Uial,  at  lliiiiti- 
sion,  the  House  wss  about  to  eommeiice  ita  aui>>I-''^ 
a  determination  of  bringing  the  expenses  of  prialinKi  u<l 
the  other  expenses  ut  the  Government,  to  loiceibiif 
like  what  they  were  ten  or  twelve  years  ago;  and,  si^ 
this  view,  he  had  been  disposed,  at  tbe  time  that  IS,W 
copies  of  the  doeuments  aceompaiqrinr  tbe  anDusloO' 
sage  of  the  Freridcnt  bsd  been  ordered,  to  submit  to  ik 
House  whether  it  waa  expedient  or  proper  to  go  to  ttst 
expense  for  the  purpose  of  circulating  those  dccuiceei^ 
Heretofore,  on  another  occstton,  he  bad  renarkol 
that,  previous  to  the  year  1839,  there  were  never  nirt 
tlisn  five  thousand  copies  of  any  public  docuntent 
cd  to  be  printed.   Buch,  he  beUcied|  vn 
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number.  At  the  hut  seaion  of  Congren^  the  House 
htd  ordered  lome  tventy  thoaund  eopiet  of  the  Preii- 
dent's  mesatf^  ind  the  locompanying  documents  to  be 
printed{  »nd  at  what  period  were  they  circulated  orer 
the  countiT?  Not  until  springt  and  he  questioned 
whether  all  of  them  were  even  delivered  then.  The 
House  had,  at  thia  aeation*  ordered  fifteen  thousand  cop- 
ies of  the  mcM^i  and  how  many  of  that  number  had 
been  delivered  to  the  nierobersof  the  House?  Not  more 
than  lix— he  thoorht  not  more  than  five.  And  these 
very  docaments  bad  now  been  returned  here*  printed  by 
the  country  newspapers,  before  all  the  copies  ordered 
by  this  House  had  been  received. 

He  WB8  desirous,  on  this  ss  on  alt  other  occasions,  to 
by  all  important  documents  before  the  people,  and  he 
eared  not  how  widely  they  were  disseminated,  when 
there  vat  any  apparent  neeesuty  for  ao  dmng.  In  such 
oases  be  was  disposed  to  pi  to  the  utmost  extent  in  dli- 
seminstingr  informationi  but  be  drew  a  vide  distlnelion 
between  tupportine  a  publio  press  and  disseminating  in- 
formation amonff  the  people. 

He  agreed  with  other  gentlemen,  that  this  was  an  im- 
portant document;  and  if  it  were  of  so  lengthy  a  charac- 
ter as  not  to  admit  of  its  generd  republication  amongst 
the  newspapers  of  the  country,  be  was  willing,  bo  far  as 
the  expense  was  concerned,  to  rote  any  sum  to  commu- 
nicate the  information  it  contained.  But  could  it  bs 
doubted  that,  before  a  tenth  part  of  these  30,000  copies 
were  delivered,  every  member  would  receive  papers 
from  his  own  district  containing  the  same  document*  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  House  ought  to  come  to  some 
understsnding  on  (his  subject  of  printingt  and  that  they 
ought  not,  because  a  document  was  important,  to  print 
so  large  an  extra  number  of  copies*  when  it  was  consid* 
ered  that  the  information  was  not  disseminated  through 
them,  but  by  means  of  the  newspaper  press.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  bring  the  expenses  of  this  department 
back  to  what  they  bad  formerly  been.  He  was  willing 
lo  vote  for  10,000  copies,  bat  for  no  higher  number. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARGB,  in  replying  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  remarked  that,  about  two  years  ago,  some 
fifty  thousand  copies  bad  been  printed  of  an  oration 
which  had  been  delivered  by  an  honorable  member  of 
that  House,  [Mr.  Adaxs,]  on  a  very  important  Bubjectt 
he  alluded  to  the  Eulogy  on  Lafayette.  Probably  deli- 
cy  should  prevent  his  (Mr.  P's)  saying  that  that  was  a 
work  of  the  first  order  of  talent,  and  ofsterling  merit 

He  was  not  aware  that  any  man  who  voted  for  the 
printing  of  that  vast  number  of  copies  had  been  rebuked 
or  upbraided  by  hia  constituents)  but  (hat  was  a  subject 
referring  to  things  which  had  taken  place  many  years 
agO{  to  the  actiona  of  a  distinguished  individual,  now 
pasted  awa^  from  the  theatre  or  human  affairs,  and  to 
actions  performed  by  bim  In  the  war  of  the  nevolution. 
The  matter,  however,  which  was  now  submitted  to  the 
eonsjderalion  of  the  House,  was  to  be  taken  in  a  pros- 
pective viewt  it  was  to  he  taken  with  reference  to  future 
events  in  this  country;  and  the  House  was  to  view  this 
document  with  an  eye  to  things  that  were  to  come  here- 
after. What  document  could  be  more  important,  or 
vhere  could  there  be  one  to  which  their  attentioo  ought 
to  be  more  anxiously  directed? 

Speaking  in  refierence  to  thoae  whom-  he  immediately 
Kpresentnd,  he  would  say  that  there  was  not  a  man, 
woman,  or  child  over  twelve  years  of  age,  in  the  Slate 
from  which  he  came,  who  had  not  exercised  tome  mind 
upon  the  important  subject  to  which  this  document  had 
Kferencet  and  the  question  now  was,  whether  theinform- 
atuHi  which  this  message  contained  should  be  communi- 
Mted  (o  them  or  not.  It  was  a  subject  in  relation  lo 
winch,  whatever  might  hare  been  the  notions  ofthe  mem- 
hers  frf  that  House  at  the  last  sesHon  of  Congress  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  feelings  of  gentlemen  repre- 


senting certain  portions  of  the  Union,  there  had  been  a 
change  of  opinion,  an  alteration  of  sentiment.  And 
whatever  might  have  been  the  surmises  and  conjeclurea 
as  to  what  would  be  the  course  of  the  distinguished  indi- 
vidual who  now  filled  the  executive  chair,  he  (Mr.  P.) 
presumed  that  those  surmises  and  conjectures  would  now 
be  found  to  have  been  without  foundation.  He  submit- 
ted to  the  House,  then,  that  this  waa  no  ordinary  sub> 
ject{  that  it  was  not  one  of  common  importancei  it  was, 
indeed*  of  mne  importance  than  moat  of  the  subjeots 
which  had  been  transmitted  to  Congress  for  Its  consider* 
atton  during  the  present  session;  and  if  it  waa  so,  should 
they  withhold  from  (heir  constituents  the  stand  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States' 
It  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  petting  a  printer,  or  sup' 
porting  a  particular  press,  that  he  (Mr.  P.)  was  desirous 
of  ioereulog  the  numbert  that  was  a  mere  b«gatellet 
compared  to  the  diseemination  of  the  information  ooo- 
tained  in  the  document,  and  the  stand  which  had  been 
taken  by  this  Government  in  relation  to  the  aflairs  with 
Texas,  so  far,  at  least,  as  that  sUnd  could  be  inferred 
from  the  document  before  the  House.  Was  the  House 
to  square  its  notions  now  by  what  its  notions  were  in 
1829?  Was  the  country  now  what  it  waa  at  that  peiiodf 
Had  not  our  progress  been  onwardf  Had  there  been 
no  expansion  of  settlement?  no  increase  of  population? 
But,  independent  of  all  such  considerations,  in  1629,  for 
want  of  the  facilities  which  existed  at  thia  day,  mx  weeks 
would  have  been  ooniumed  in  the  transmission  of  infor- 
mation which  could  now  be  communicated  in  tliree  or 
four  daysf  then,  indeed,  these  documents  might  have  lain 
on  the  members'  tables  as  worthless  lumber.  But  now, 
by  means  of  nilroi^  steamboats^  and  express  maiU^ 
information,  which  eouM  not  then  be  communicated  in 
six  weeks,  can  now  be  sent  from  one  end  of  the  republic 
to  the 'other  in  a  few  days.  View  the  document  pros- 
pectively, or  in  any  other  light,  there  was  no  subject  at 
this  pariicular  juncture  of  so  much  importance}  and 
^ould  that  House,  looking  merely  to  the  expense,  cause 
only  five  or  nx  thousand  copies  to  be  printed,  tbnj  dis- 
tributing the  document  only  to  one  individual  in  every 
town  or  village?  Whereas,  by  printing  twenty  thousand, 
it  would  go  to  some  four  or  five  persons,  speaking,  at 
least,  of  some  of  the  States,  in  every  town,  village,  and 
hamlet.  He  contended,  then,  that  the  ordinary  rule  ap- 
plied to  the  printing  of  public  documents  was  not  appli- 
cable to  thia  ease.  It,  might.  Indeed,  be  aaid  that  the 
newspapers  would  publiah  the  doeumenti  but  it  was  on* 
of  that  character  which  most  persons  would  wish  to  put 
on  file  for  preservation,  not  only  for  their  own  benefit, 
but  for  that  of  those  who  may  succeed  them,  as  contain- 
ing the  views  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  at 
this  day.  Hr.  P.  hoped  that  the  motion  to  print  twenty 
thousand  copies  would  prevail.  ■ 

Hr.  HOAR  expressed  his  accordance  with  the  general 
views  expressed  by  (he  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  B. 
WBTTTLnsx,]  on  the  subject  of  printing.  But  be  did 
not  concur  with  that  gentleman  in  the  opinion  that 
(hose  views  should  be  applied  to  the  present  case.  He 
(Mr.  H. )  considered  that  a  document  on  so  important  a 
aubject,  and  coming  from  such  a  source,  ahouU  be 
seminated  as  widely  as  possible. 

The  subject  had  been  treated  by  the  President  in  a 
manner  highly  satisfactory  to  his  (Mr.  H's)  viewi.  The 
statement  contained  in  the  document  should  be  in  the 
hsnds  of  every  man  in  the  country.  It  deaerved  more 
than  a  cursory  readingt  it  deserved  to  be  printed  in  a 
form  suited  (o  its  permanent  preservation.  He  was  io 
favor  of  printing  the  higheat  number  proposed,  and  waa 
cran  willmg  to  vote  for  a  greater  number  than  that. 

Hr.  TROHPSON.  of  South  Carolina,  said  be  was  aot 
oppoaed  to  the  printing  of  the  proposed  number.  He 
wu  willing  that  the  Tiewi  of  those  who  approved  of  the 
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ige  of  the  Pr«ndent  ihould  be  given  to  the  vorld 
tt  the  public  expeme. 

He  wu  not  M  sll  mirprifed  at  the  number  proposed 
to  be  printed,  lie  must  rtther  commend  the  moderftlion 
or  ihore  opposed  to  him.  He  should  not  bare  been  sur- 
prised Kt  •  propossi  to  print  one  hundred  thoUMnd,  nor, 
uideed,  to  print  it  on  satint  which  had  been  heretofore 
done  (not  bj  this  House)  with  i  kindred  document,  snd 
one  produced  by  the  same  influence  which  has  dictated 
this  message.  Nor  vaa  he  surprised  at  the  hosannahs 
with  which  this  message  had  been  received,  the  joy  and 
•xultation  which  be  had  aeen  manirested,  by  gentlemen 
from  a  certun  section,  the  rapturous  plaudits,  theenthu* 
riastic  exclamations,  "Oh!  righteous  judge,  a  second 
Daniel  come  to  judgment,"  by  lips  unuaed  to  such  ac- 
eenti.  It  vaa  to  be  expected,  str,  from  that  strange, 
unnatural,  and  disastrous  (at  least  to  the  South  and 
West)  conjunction  upon  this  occaaion  of  hitherto  moat 
antagonist  elements.    He  had  no  objection  either  to 

{ilease  (hose  who  had  a  taste  for  such  things,  and  whose 
nteivst  and  whose  vocation  it  ia— and  their  vocation, 
because  H  b  their  interest— to  pronounce  eulogies  upon 
tbe  Preaident.  He  bad  only  risen  to-day  to  say,  that 
with  the  united  power  of  sectional  feelinga,  and  tbe  in- 
fluence of  the  name  and  popularity  of  the  President  upon 
their  nde,  that  it  seemed  to  him  nothing  more  than  fair 
to  aak  of  gentlemen  not  to  seek  occanon  on  a  propoii- 
tion  lo  print,  which  no  one  oppoaed,  further  to  forestall 
pubfie  opinion  upon  this  aubject.  Dpon  a  fit  occaaion, 
when  the  subject  came  birly  before  th«  House  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relationa,  he  had 
•omewhat  lo  say  upon  the  other  nde  of  this  qoeaiion. 

Mr.  £.  WHITTLESEY,  with  a  view  to  consume  no 
further  time  in  debute,  said  he  would  withdraw  hia  oppo- 
ntion  to  the  proposed  number  of  20,000  copies. 

Ur.  CRAIO  concurred  in  the  general  opinion  expreia> 
ed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohm,  [Mr.  WxirruaXTi] 
but,  considering  the  great  importance  of  the  subject. 
Ice,  and  the  consequent  necessity  that  existed  for  giving 
the  document  tbe  most  extenBive  dissemination,  be  was 
in  favor  of  the  motion  lo  print  30,000  copies. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that,  like  his  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina,  [Mr.  TBOMrsoir,]  he  would  rote  for  the  largest 
number  of  copies  to  be  printed;  hut,  like  him  also,  he 
could  not  say  be  would  thus  vote  because  he  approved 
the  message.  He  could  not  aay  either  that  be  approved 
or  disapproved  of  the  messsget  ind  why^  Because  be 
could  not,  like  some  gentlemen,  judge  of  its  merits  by 
instinct.  He  was  not  unfavortbly  impressed  with  it,  ao 
far  as  he  could  judge  by  listening  to  the  reading  of  it  by 
the  Clerkt  but  one  thing  he  would  say  in  advance,  that 
If,  ander  the  semblance  of  gKat  moderation,  wisdom, 
and  prudence,  tbe  object  of  thla  message  was  to  delay 
and  postpone  the  hour  when  we  should  give  our  aid,  by 
the  light  of  our  eountcnsnce,  to  a  people  struggling  for 
human  rights  and  civil  liberty,  he  wis  oppoaed  to  iu 
object  and  policy  "iotoaxlo,"  The  message  involved 
•  subject  of  the  deepest  interest,  important  in  every  as- 
peoti  important  not  only  In  the  light  in  which  it  is  usu- 
ally considered,  at  touching  our  foreign  rehtioni,  but 
important  aa  it  will  affect  our  domestic  political  relaiions. 
Gentlemen  are  well  aware  that  the  question  of  recogni- 
sing the  independence  of  Texas  will,  whenever  it  comes, 
divide  a  party  whose  motto  at  this  lime  \r,  and  for  some 
time  to  come  will  he,  **  don't  divide."  This  question 
will  divide  many  of  both  parties  who  are  now  united. 
However  politic  it  might  be  for  parlies  to  remain  united, 
he  waa  not  fur  postponing  the  hour  of  recognising  the 
claima  of  Texas  to  freedom  a  moment  beyond  what  real 
and  not  affected  wisdum  and  prudence  might  require. 
He  meant,  however,  only  to  say  that,  by  voting  for  the 
greatest  number  of  copies  of  the  mcasa|pe  to  be  printed, 
Ee,  for  OB^  did  not  mcin  to  give  that  memage  the  lanc- 


tion  of  bis  humble  approbation  until  he  had  read  it,  eaS- 
ied  it,  underatood  precisely  its  objects  and  dtii|>sii,iBd 
until  he  could  appreciate  its  immediale  snd  ultiiHit ef- 
fects. 

Mr.  HOWARD  ezpreased  hia  concurrcMC  vtlh  &t 
gentleman  from  Rhode  lahnd,  who  raadeUKMioib 
print  30,000  copies  of  thia  document  He  con^dmd 
there  ought  to  be  a  large  number  printed  for  diilnbe6gi 
among  the  people  of  the  country.  He  also  connrKdii 
opinion. with  the  genlleman  from  Virginia,  that  it  ts 
impoBsible,  from  hearing  the  message  read,  torimi 
opinion  as  to  its  merits.  It  aaserted  a  principle  noU io- 
portant,  and  required  to  be  acted  on  with  great  ddiba- 
ationt  be  waa  therefore  in  favor  of  distributing  it  ts lit 
people  of  the  country,  so  that  they  might  hateu^ 
portunity  of  forming  an  opinion  thereon. 

Mr.  BOON  obaerved  that  eircumstaneei  rnj  it- 
quently  altered  eases.  He  was  astonished  to  hear  tk 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Ur.  Wbittlisst]  object  tnik 
printing  of  this  very  important  document.  It  wouldk 
recollected  that  a  few  sessions  back,  when  a  pnimiliiB 
was  made  to  print  a  cmlain  Post  Office  report,  tbe  pn* 
ing  of  a  aolitary  number  of  whl^  would  cost  anre  tin 
a  thousand  eopiea  of  this  message,  that  gentlemn  & 
not  then  object  to  printing  large  numbers  of  the dn- 
ment.  Now,  when  an  extra  number  of  Ihii  doeinut: 
waa  wanting,  gentlemen  aaid  it  would  be  publ^i 
the  ncwBpapera.  Mr.  B.  said,  however,  that  it 
be  recollected  that  a  large  number  of  tbe  lu  pi^tncf 
this  country  were  not  aubacriben  to  newmaperai  ibm- 
fore  it  waa  necessary  that  extra  numberashooldbepiiii- 
ed  for  distribution.  He  only  regretted  that  ibepntV' 
man  had  not  moved  to  print  40,000. 

The  question  was  then  tsken  on  the  molioatsprj: 
30,000  extra  copies,  which  waa  ag;reed  to. 

HINT  OF  THE  DNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  CAMBHELENG  asked  the  consent  of  tbe  B« 
to  take  up  the  "mint  bill."   He  hoped  tbe  rrqttt 
would  be  assented  to,  for  it  was  highly  importanll^ 
the  bill  should  be  passed  by  the  first  of  thejetr, 
much  as  it  waa  proposed  to  take  effect  Froai  and  ife 
the  Ist  day  of  January  next,  snd  this  was  the  Issl  dif  c-' 
tbe  present  week  on  which  it  could  be  acted  on. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Nwth  Can^ina,  objcetinr, 
Mr.  CAMBRBLBNG  moved  a  auapensoo  of  tbern 
for  the  purpose!  which  motion  prevailed,  by  a  vote  of 
to  37. 

On  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  Home  tbn 
went  into  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  iiaie  of  ^ 
Union,  (Mr.  MuBiiHsaae  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up^ 
bill,  the  title  of  which  is  aa  followa:  *•  An  act  eitabistaf 
a  mint,  and  regulating  tbe  coins  of  the  Vnited  Slawa' 

Mr.  CAMBHELENG  moved  the  substitute  hereH^ 
reported,  which  was  the  asme  in  substance  ulbebii' 
reported  laat  year,  with  a  few  verbal  alteratrona. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  having  been  read,  mi  *• 
further  verbal  amendments  sgreed  to,  on  moiioa  *■ 
CAMBRELENO,  after  aome  explanatory  rematbAi' 
that  gentleman  in  relation  to  the  copper  coin — 

Mr.  ADAMS,  referring  to  the  intimation  of  Mr.  Ca 
BBXLSxe  that  It  waa  necessary  to  pass  thia  bill  before  fx 
Itt  of  JanusiTi'Mid  that  if  the  bill  had  prop«sedloR- 
pesl  all  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  and  it  bidbtfi 
required  lliat  such  a  bill  should  be  passed 
week's  time,  he  could  not  have  been  more  surprim 
thsn  he  was  at  hearing  this  bill  read,  in  connexion  t,tt 
the  precipitate  proceeding  propcsed  in  regard  to  ^ 
The  subject  of  the  bill  wss,  he  aaid,  entirely  too  ioipdt- 
tant  to  be  disposed  of  in  this  summary  mode.  It  *"  * 
bill  to  repeal  all  taws  concerning  the  coinage  of  il^  ^ 
ney  of  the  United  Staler  and  eatabliah  a  ayttem  6iSa«^ 
from  that  which  now  exiatii  which  Bright  be  all  il^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1145 


OF  DEBASES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1146 


Dbc.  33,  1836.]  Mint  of  the  Untied  Slales.  [H.  R. 


but  which  it  wu  necemry  ihould  be  closely  examined 
bttfore  it  Wfts  geted  upon.    la  reply  to  a  renmrk  of  Ur. 
CAjcBMs^ns,  that  the  bin  wii  merely  a  compilation  of 
«xutin|r  lawi  and  reguliliorw  in  regard  to  the  mint,  Mr. 
AoAxa  nid  that  the  very  fint  thing  that  atruclc  his  ear 
on  hearing  the  bill  read  waa  a  proriaion  that  hereafter 
the  weight  of  the  n1?er  dollar  should  be  412^  grains. 
Now/by  the  existing  law,  the  eatabliahed  weight  of  that 
coin  was  416  grgini.    Here,  then,  waa  a  debasement  of 
the  coin;  and  debisement  of  the  coin  had  alvays  been 
regarded  ai  one  of  the  greatest,  moat  important,  (and 
often  moat  immoral}  acts  a  Government  can  perform. 
What  waa  all  this  for?  He  wished  to  know.  It  might  be 
a  very  proper  operation)  but,  if  it  was,  it  was  not  in  this 
hasty  and  inconsiderate  manner  that  it  ought  to  be  ef- 
fected.   As  to  the  gold  coins,  he  could  not  from  recol- 
lection aay  wbcthA  the  weight  proposed  was  the  same 
■i  the  preient  legal  ratet  but,  aa  to  the  copper  coin, 
the  atandard  of  which  by  the  eziating  law  waa  fixed  at 
308  grains,  thia  bill  proposed  to  reduce  it  to  140  grains! 
Such  a  reduction  of  the  actual  value  of  the  cmn  would 
be  not  only  injurious  to  the  mass  of  poor  people  who 
chiefly  osed  the  coin,  but  was  in  every  other  way  objec- 
tionable.   It  would  subject  the  people  who  use  this  coin 
to  all  the  disadvantage  with  which  Ireland  was  men- 
Bced  by  Wood's  copper  coinj  and  if  gentlemen  desired 
particular  information  on  that  aubject,  he  advised  them 
to  read  the  Draper's  Letters,  and  apply  them  to  this 
ease.    For  his  parr,  (Mr.  A.  said,)  he  did  not  remember 
of  any  thing  equal  to  this  sweeping  measure,  unless  it  waa 
the  scheme  of  Charles  XII,  of  Sweden,  who  made  cop- 
per eoina  of  less  than  the  apecifio  weight  of  our  cent, 
and  then  issued  them  to  bis  army  u  or  the  value  of  a 
dollar.    Debase  your  coin!  (said  het)  you  have  no  right 
to  do  it.    To  do  BO  is  to  rob  those  who  are  in  posieaiion 
of  it.    If,  in  consequence  Of  the  change  of  the  alloy,  the 
dollar  would  (as  was  alleged)  remain  of  the  same  value 
aa  now,  why  make  the  change  in  the  weight  at  all^  One 
of  the  advantages  of  the  present  dollar  is,  that  it  ia  of 
the  weight  and  value  of  the  Spanish  milled  dollar,  and 
therefore  affbrda  a  fitcility  to  all  who  deal  in  dollars  by 
weight.    Now,  the  dollar  is  not  only  a  part  of  the  cur- 
rency, but  it  is  also  an  article  of  merchandiset  and,  as 
long  as  our  dollar  ia  oF  the  same  weight  and  value  of  the 
Spanish  dollar,  the  value  and  weight  of  the  bag  of  A.mer' 
lean  dollara  and  of  the  bag  of  Spanish  dollars  being  known 
all  over  the  world  to  be  the  same,  they  paas  at  the  aame 
Talue  all  over  the  world  by  weighti  and  to  change  the 
weight  would  therefore  affect  aeriously  the  commerce 
of  the  country.    By  these  and  similar  arguments  Mr.  A. 
endeavored  lo  satisFjr  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  of  the 
impropriety  of  precipitanqr  in  a  matter  of  ao  much  deli- 
cacy and  consequence  as  toe  aubject  of  this  bill. 

In  the  courae  of  these  remarks  of  Hr.  Aoxxs,  occa- 
■ion  waa  taken  by  Mr.  CAxaaniwa  to  expresa  bia  aur- 
priae  that  time  ahouM  now  be  retjuired  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Uassachusetts  to  examine  this  subject,  in- 
aamneh  as  this'  bill  was  substantially  the  aame  aa  one  re- 
ported as  long  ago  as  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
though  not  then  acted  upon.  The  bill  did  not  (he  said) 
propose  (o  change  the  value  of  the  silver  coin  by  a  sin- 
gle sous.  Mr.  C.  also  made  some  fiirther  explanations, 
concluding  by  saying  that  if  Mr.  A.  would  allow  the  bill 
to  go  through  the  committee  to-day,  he  would  himself 
then  move  its  postponement  to  Tuesday  next,  allowing 
time  to  gentlemen  in  the  interval  to  inforoi  themselves 
of  all  the  details  of  the  bill. 

Hr.  Adavs,  however,  said  he,  fur  one,  could  not  con- 
sent to  move  a  step  further  in  this  bill,  which  be  had  not 
before  seen  or  heard  read,  without  first  having  time  to  read 
and  examine  it.  He  moved,  therefore  that  the  eommi^ 
tee  now  riae. 

Mr.  JARVi3  toolt  occuion  to  ttate  that,  having  care- 


fully examined  the  subject,  he  could  satisfy  gentlemen 
that  in  the  proposed  aompoaition  of  the  dollar  the  amount 
of  pure  silver  was  the  aame  as  in  the  present  dollar,  and 
that  the  proposed  value  of  the  gold  coin  waa  the  aame  as 

now. 

The  committee  divided  on  -the  motion  to  rise,'  and  the 
votes  being  equal,  (65  to  65,)  the  question  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative  by  the  caMing  vote  of  the  chair' 
man,  [Hr.  Mraussiae.] 

Hr.  INGER80LL,  who  appeared  to  be  perfectly  fh- 
miliar  with  the  details  aa  well  aa  the  principlea  of  the 
bill,  (having  been  one  of  the  committee  who  reported 
it,)  expressing  his  regret  that  the  gentleman  from  Uas- 
sachusetts had  not  had  time  lo  examine  the  bill,  answer- 
ed the  objections  wbiob  had  been  made  to  it,  and  explain- 
ed its  various  provisions.  With  regard  to  the  copper  coin- 
age, be  said  the  reduction  proposed  waa  only  from-168 
grainib  the  present  weight  of  the  cent,  to  140— an  immif 
terial  alteration,  leareely  at  all  proportioned  to  the  grow- 
ing price  of  copper,  which  ocea^oned  the  reduction. 
The  gentleman,  however,  when  he  spoke  of  the  weight 
of  J208  grains,  was  right  as  to  the  original  weight  of  the 
cent;  but,  as  It  had,  since  first  eatabliahed,  been  reduced 
in  weight  from  208  graina  to  168  grains,  it  waa  now  pro- 
posed to  reduce  it  from  168  grains  to  14(^  to  keep  pace 
with  the  price  of  copper.  This  reduction,  Hr.  I.  sakli 
was  not  much,  unless  cents  were  made  a  legal  tender, 
which  it  had  always  been  bia  intention  to  oppose.  As, 
by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  States  cao- 
not  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  ailver  a  legal  tender, 
he  thought  it  better  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
Sutei  ahould  not  do^  in  thia  rrapeet,  what  the  States  are 
forbidden  to  do.  With  regard  to  the  dollar,  no  redac- 
tion in  value  was  proposed.  The  size  of  the  dollar  waa 
now  complained  of.  The  alight  change  proposed  in  its 
composition  by  this  bill  would  render  the  bulk  and 
weight  somewhat  less,  whilst  the  quantity  of  silver  re- 
mained the  same.  As  tu  the  gold  coin,  no  change  waa 
proposed.  As  to  (he  general  character  and  tendency  of 
the  bill,  Mr.  I.  also  made  some  remarka.  The  mint,  he 
said,  had  remained  under  the  same  regulations,  with  lit- 
tle variation,  from  the  year  1791  to  this  time.  The 
length  of  time  which  had  intervened  rendered  a  revision 
of  the  system  necessary.  The  great  object  of  the  pres- 
ent bill  was  to  produce  a  complete  tirganization,  a  sys- 
tem of  arrangement,  a  plan  of  business,  which  should  be 
perfect,  so  as  to  enable  all  who  have  busineaa  with  ibe 
mint  to  have  a  distinct  and  dear  understanding  of  what 
if  to  be  done  on  the  part  of  the  public,  and  m  the  Indi- 
viduals themielvea  who  are  employed  by  the  public  to 
superintend  and  conduct  its  operations.  Thia  would  not 
have  been  so  necessary,  aa  a  system  has  in  fact  grown  up 
from  usage,  but  from  the  establishment  of  branches,  in 
connexion  with  the  progress  of  gold-mining  in  our 
own  country,  &e.  Mr.  I.  expatiated  at  large,  and  much 
more  particularly  than  we  have  itatcd,  on  (he  advan- 
tages and  benefits  which  would  be  secured  sr  pnunoted 
by  various  provisions  of  the  bill 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Iiiesaaosi,  the  bill  was  then  amend- 
ed by  striking  out  so  much  as  makes  cents  and  parts  of 
cents  a  legal  lender. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
the  section  which  goes  to  fix  the  weight  of  the  cent  and 
parts  of  a  cent,  ao  as  to  leave  the  copper  coin  where  it 
is.  In  reply  to  the  auggestion  of  Hr.  Iveiaaott,  that 
the  reduction  of  the  weight  of  the  cent  from  168  grains  I 
to  140  was  a  small  affair,  Mr.  A.  remarked  that  that  ^en- 
ileman  would  not  probably  conaider  it  a  very  small  sffair 
if,  on  a  larger  scale,  a  debtor  owing  him  168  dollars,  or 
hundreds  of  dollars,  were  to  offer  to  pay  him  with  140. 
The  effect  of  such  a  redaction  of  the  value  of  the  coin 
would  be  to  drive  It  from  circulation  into  the  bands  of 
speculators,  whilst  the  mint  might  not  in  many  years  be 
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■ble  to  Mipplf  iu  place  with  »  Mffimeiit  number  of  eentt 
of  the  new  coimge.  At  to  the  arKUOMnt  in  ftrar  of  a 
new  eoinaifet  fouMed  on  the  inereaMng  price  of  copper, 
Ur.  A.  Mid  be  did  not  know  what  the  price  of  it  now 
was,  but  it  wu  low  enough  to  allow  ofcenta  being  nude 
uf  the  MDie  weight  aa  at  pveaent.  and  still  leave  a  profit 
to  (he  Government.  All  profit  thus  made  wis  a  tai 
upon  the  peoplei  and  reducmf  the  weight  would,  in  the 
case  of  the  copper  coin,  be  onl^  takinf  w  nuieh  more 
from  the  people.  Beductkm  of  the  weight  of  ooia,  he 
alto  argued,  ncilitates  the  obliteration  and  wearing  down 
of  it,  and  was  therefore  inexpedient. 

Mr.  HcKIM  gave  the  cnmnittee  some  Information  in 
relftlioD  to  the  priee  of  copper,  whieh  he  said  bad  risen, 
within  six  or  eight  months,  as  much  as  35  per  cent.— 
from  17  einti  to  31  or  S3  cents  per  pound— so  tha%  to 
pmvent  cents  from  being  melted  up,  the  weight  of  them 
ought  to  be  reduced.  As  much  copper  was  received 
from  the  mines  as  ever,  but  the  increased  ooneumption 
of  the  article  had  advanced  the  price. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  suggested  that  striking  out  the  see- 
lion  would  (aa  all  furnirr  laws  were  repealed)  leave  the 
country  without  copper  coin,  which,  he  presumed,  was 
not  the  intention  nf  the  gentlemen  who  Dwved  to  strike 
it  out.  If  the  object  wm  to  leave  the  copper  coin  un- 
changed, it  would  be  readily  attained  hf  striking  out 
140  in  the  present  bill,  and  inserting  168  grmina  as  the 
weight  for  the  cent,  be. 

Mr.  HAHPER  said  that,  at  the  weight  of  168  grains, 
a  pound  of  copper  would  yield  within  a  fraction  of  47 
cental  and  ibat  waa  a  sufficient  gain,  even  at  the  present 

Erice  of  copper,  «a  slated  by  the  gentlemen  from  Mary- 
ind*   Mr.  H.  therefbre  moved  to  strike  oat  140  and  in- 
sert 168  grains  as  the  weight  of  the  cent. 

Mr.  UcKIM  said  that  it  waa  of  raw  oopper  he  spoke, 
when  he  stated  the  current  priee  at  31  or  33  cents.  The 
price  of  manulmetured  copper  was  31  or  S3  cents.  Bome- 
tbing  like  10  per  cent,  waa  [oat  in  the  refining  of  it. 

Mr.  GILLET,  after  suneM>ng  that  the  people, 
and  not  the  Government,  would  be  gainers  by  a  re- 
dueiion  of  the  weight  of  the  coin,  because  the  old 
coin,  of  which  the  vahie  would  certainly  be  increased  by 
the  reduction,  is  in  (heir  hands,  said  thst  this  was  a  sub- 
ject to  which  he  had  given  much  attention,  having  e»m> 
ined  and  compared  the  laws,  &c.  From  the  sUlute  book 
it  was  impossible,  be  said,  for  any  man  to  understand 
that  the  «nt  is  to  consist  of  16&  grains  of  copper.  He 
had  himself,  like  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  sup- 
posed  that  the  legal  weight  of  the  cent  was  308  grainst 
for  so  says  the  statute.  But  he  understood  that  in  some 
law,  which  he  had  not  met  with  in  the  course  of  bis  ex. 
amination,  the  Executive  waa  authorized  to  fix  the 
weight  of  the  copper  coin  by  proclamation,  and  that  it 
'  luul  been  so  fixed  at  168  grains.  But  the  statute  book 
does  mt  show  it,  and  be  had  not  been  able  to  find  the 
proclamation.  It  was,  therefore,  a  metier  of  high  ne- 
ecssity^  to  pus  a  law  wluch  should  embrace  all  existing 
proviMons  respecting  the  weight  and  value  of  cotna,  8te. 

The  committee  then  divided  on  Mr.  HAxen's  motloDi 
and  it  was  diaeorered  that  there  was  not  a  quorum  pres- 
ent. 

So  the  committee  rosr,  and  the  House  then  adJouAied. 


FnisjLT,  DiiinBsm  33. 
Alter  the  reading  of  the  journal  of  the  preceding:  day, 
Mr.  ASHLEY  rose  and  asked  leave  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  certain  resolutions  from 
the  Legialalure  oF  Illinois,  in  relation  to  the  loca- 
tion of  the  national  road,  which  had  (the  day  before, 
when,  from  indispoaition,  he  was  unable  to  attend  the 
House)  been  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  Roada  and 
Cftoals.   Hearing  some  dimnting  Toieei^  Mr.  A.  nod  be 


would  defer  his  remarks  until  a  more  fit  oecatioa,  ebta 
the  tubjeet  dhould  again  reoeive  the  actioaof  the  Booh; 
He  would  Uwn  be  prepared  to  show  the  abiftdity  of  Oh 
statementa  eontained  in  the  resolutkmi^  aad  the  nairiD 
wbicb  had  been  made  in  ^ir  support. 

INDIAN  TREATIES. 

The  business  next  in  order  waa  the  mo^on,  betetofott 
submitted  by  Mr.  Bxu,  to  rccoasider  the  vote  bj  vbid 
the  following  reaolution,  offered  on  a  former  day  Hr. 
JoBxa,  Delegate  from  Wisconnn,  bad  been  lud  oade 
ubie: 

Reu^d,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  AfTain  be  ii- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appnipriitii( 
money  for  bokUng  treaties  with,  and  the  purduse  of  iIm 
lands  belongingta^  the  Sac,  Fo^  Sioux,  and  Winscbi- 
go  Indians,  in  Wiscoosin  Territory,  and  to  provide  (er 
their  removal  west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  BELL  briefly  explained  that,  since  the  tote  oa 
this  resolution  had  been  taken,  he  had  become  uKt&tA 
that  it  might  he  expedient,  if  possible,  to  eflVcl  a  tretlr 
with  one  or  more,  and  possibly  with  all,  the  tribei  reter- 
red  to  in  the  resolution;  and,  as  the  resohition  wunwic- 
ly  one  of  inquiry  by  that  committee  into  the  nprdienc? 
of  the  measure,  he  hoped  the  House  would  rccomidet 
the  vote,  and  adopt  the  resolution. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  vu  tlMi 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So  tbe  vole  m 
reconsidered. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  called  for  the  rtafnf 
of  the  rcsolutiont  which  having  been  read, 

Mr.  G.  expressed  his  heliefthat  the  pitli^  pnrMcd 
the  Government  in  removing  the  Indians  on  to  our  fnn- 
tiers  had  been  pursued  sufficiently  long,  and  Itiat  it  w« 
time  it  should  be  arrested.  He  thought  (bat  the  uiiei 
had  already  acquired  too  many  titles  to  land»  by  exi* 
guiahing  the  Indian  titles,  and  locating  the  Indiaiu  in  oM 
spot  on  our  Southwestern  borders-  Ifthat  polic;  vuto 
be  continued,  he  objected  to  it.  He  hoped  (tut  ihc 
House  would  express  us  opinion  to  that  effect,  rtCu- 
sing  to  adopt  this  resolution. 

Mr.  BELL  (rusted  the  gentleman  from  Louwiu 
would,  upon  reflection,  find  that  this  was  not  the  [iropcr 
lime  to  make  his  objections  to  the  policy  pursued  by  our 
Government.  He  aubmilted  that  any  opposition  to 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  removing  these  Indiui 
must  fail,  because  he  Ihougbt  that  sound  policy  and  ti- 
pediency,  not  to  say  necessity,  demanded  the  res»)ttl<>' 
some  of  (he  tribes  referred  to  in  the  resolution.  A)  " 
what  particular  point  they  ahould  be  removed  w,  m\ 
would  be  matter  of  aubacquent  inquiry^  and  if  llic  Cc>^ 
mittee  on  Indian  Affairs  ahould  report  any  thing  vbicB 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  should  tuppoK  to  be  u- 
consislent  with  the  true  policy  of  the  country,  be  ii»g<>> 
oppose  it  bereaner. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  said  it  was  '^V'^fZ 
tor  him  to  conjecture  what  would  be  the  course  of  ibe 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on  this  resolution;  but,  'r<^ 
(he  very  constitution  of  that  committer,  hebadrtwxu 
believe  that  ihe  former  policy  of  the  Government  is  ft" 
lalion  to  the  location  of  the  Indian  tribes  west  oflbe  V* 
sissippi  was  not  about  to  he  changed)  and  if  he  «u 
rect  in  that  inference,  he  wu  not  disposed,  before  K 
entered  bis  protest  against  ii,  to  have  t  report  of  tM 
committee  in  favor  of  this  resolution.  He  well 
Ihe  effect  of  reports  of  committees  in  thisHousr,  comiif 
in  opposition  to  his  own  views,  and  every  one  knev  do* 
very  difficult  it  wss  to  resist  the  report  of  a  coidd""^ 
favorable  to  any  particular  measure.  For  ibis  re sk*  ' 
was  that,  if  it  sliould  be  the  sense  of  the  House  itet  |^ 
policy  should  no  longer  be  eonlinued,  he  hopw 
would  meet  the  sobjeet  now  on  tha  tfaresboldi  lb><  ■j'/T 
wouM  Bot  permit  any  further  extingalibmr irt  of  1'"''*^ 
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titin,  nor  «ny  farther  inqnliT  into  the  nibject,  until  there 
•hould  be  a  greater  neceiiity  for  it  than  tb^e  wai  at  the 

preMDt  time. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said  that,  aa  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
mittee  on  Indian  Affaira,  and  aa  repretenttng  a  portion  of 
tbe  coantrjr  deeply  iotereited,  the  subject  was  one  to 
which  he  had  given  much  eonrideration.  At  one  time 
he  had  deprecated  tbe  policy  of  locating  the  Indian 
tribes  on  our  bnrdersi  but  as  many  of  them  were  already 
there,  and  aa  it  was  evidently  tbe  intention  of  the  Gov- 
ernnnent  to  locate  them  west  of  the  Miaaissippi,  he 
thooght  that  the  people  of  tbe  West  would  feel  greater 
Mfiely,  and  the  Indians  themselves  greater  seeurtty.  In 
their  being  located  there,  than  in  their  being  distribated 
about  tlie  whole  country,  from  tbe  nortbem  to  (besouth- 
ern  extremity  of  the  United  States. 

When  the  Indians  were  all  gathered  together  on  one 
■pot,  they  became  as  one  familyt  whereas,  generally, 
when  they  lived  some  distance  apart,  tliey  committed 
depredations  and  ravages  upon  each  other,  which  would 
not  have  been  committed  if  living  together.  Bendes,  by 
placing  them  together,  tbe  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  could  more  easily  take  care  of  Ibetiif  the  laws 
would  be  more  easily  carried  into  effect,  and  there 
would  not  be  so  great  a  number  of  troops  required  for 
protection,  as  if  the  Indians  were  scattered  over  tbe 
country.  Aod  if  our  people  had  at  any  time  to  contend 
against  tbem,  it  would  be  more  eaay  to  concentrate  their 
forces  at  one  point,  than  to  spread  them  over  different 
■eetiont  irf"  the  country,  and  Ipss  expense  would  be  in- 
curred In  the  operation.  He  hoped  that  the  subject 
might  again  go  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affura,  and 
be  disposed  of  according  as  the  investigation  which  tbey 
gave  to  it  might  justifr. 

Hr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  expressed  bis  opinion, 
as  one  of  the  mennbera  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, that  tbe  whole  question  of  Indian  policy  ought  not 
to  be  opened  on  a  mere  question  of  referring  (he  reso- 
lution. That  policy  bad  been  followed  for  twenty  years, 
and  yet  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Gauahb] 
asked  the  House  to  abandon  it  without  even  a  report 
from  a  committee.  That  gentleman  had  seemed  to  sup- 
pose that  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  Affuri  had  detennin* 
ed,  first,  to  report  favorably  to  the  removal  of  tbe  tribes 
mentioned  in  the  resolution,  ud  then  for  their  removal 
on  to  the  borden  of  tbe  partieobir  State  from  wbenee  he 

Mr.  G.  adverted  to  (he  fact  that  all  tbe  troubles  which 
bad  existed  with  the  Indian  tribes  had  existed  and  had 
arisen  among  those  who  were  scattered  over  various  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  and  not  among  the  tribes  coogre. 
gnifld  on  the  Western  frontier.  He  hoped  tbe  House 
would  mflfer  the  inquiry  to  be  mad^  end  not  MriTer  tbe 
policy  wiiich  had  existed  twenty  years,  without  proper 
investi|fation,  to  be  abandoned. 

Mr.  HABRISON,  of  Hiuouri,  was  understood  to  sug. 
geat  that  there  was  no  necessity  fur  tbe  adoption  of  the 
reaolution,  if  tbe  information  contained  in  a  letter  in  a 
newspaper,  and  this  dsy  received  by  him,  wis  tru^ 
namely*  '^"^  treaty  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  bad 
been  concluded. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  uf  Liiuisiana,  explained,  that  be  did 
not  wish  tn  throw  any  obstacle  in  (he  way  of  treaties  al* 
ready  held.  His  objrct  simply  was  to  protest  against 
holdinff  any  more  treaties  with  Indian  tribes. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  repeated  his  opinion, 
before  expressed,  that  it  was  safer,  both  for  the  white 
population  and  the  Indians  also,  that  the  latter  riiould  be 
concentrated  together,  than  sparsely  scattered  about  over 
»  lar|^  extent  oi  country.  He  deemed  the  reiBarks  of 
the   i^ntleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Asilit]  of  great 

Mr.  DAVIS  expressed  his  decided  opinion  that  the 


sutyeet  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afnirs.  They  had  in  Indiana  a  very  unfortunate  exam< 
pie  of  the  reaults  arising  from  having  these  tribea  within 
the  borders  of  the  white  people.  TJie  Miami  tribe  of  In- 
dians occupied  34  miles  square  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
and  exeroaed  all  the  control  and  authority  of  a  sover^ga 
nation.  Surrounded  by  tbe  whites,  tbe  Indians  had  m- 
lowed  our  vices,  without,  at  tbe  aame  time,  imitating  our 
virtues. 

But  there  was  another  point.  Tbe  Indians  knew  well 
when  their  lands  became  valuable.  It  was,  therefore, 
not  only  for  their  own  interest  that  tiicy  should  be  re< 
moved  beyimd  the  Hissisrippi,  but  tt  was  a  matter  of  pe- 
cuniary interest  to  the  United  States.  Tbe  Uiami  hinds 
were  now  worth  ten  dollars  per  acre,  and  an  ineffectual 
attempt  bad  been  made  to  purchase  them.  Kmtgration 
was  flowing  in  thither,  and  the  lands  were  becoming 
more  valuable  every  year.  There  was  great  danger  in 
permitting  an  Indian  sovereignty  to  exist  in  the  heart  of 
a  white  settlement.  He  hoped  providon  wouU  be  made 
for  removing  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  Minisaippi; 
and  he  concurred  In  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  much 
easier  to  protect  tbe  Indians,  and  our  own  frontier  too, 
when  they  were  concentrated  and  confined  within  a  defi- 
nite line,  even  of  some  two  or  three  hundred  miles  in 
extent,  than  when  they  were,  as  now,  scattered  over 
thousands  of  miles. 

As  a  matter  of  policy,  expediency,  and  pecuniary  in- 
tereat  to  the  United  States^  and,  indeed,  from  every 
other  eomideratien',  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
provide  fbr  their  removal. 

Hr.  PARKER  inquired  if  gentlemen  believed  that 
legiiistion  waa  necessary,  because  of  (he  tardiness  of  the 
Prerident  to  execute  the  laws  enacted  for  making  trea- 
ties with  the  Indian  tribes?  If  legislation  waa  necessary 
to  qrarthe  President  on  in  this  matter,  be  was  very  much 
mistaken  in  bis  character. 

Mr.  DAVIS  explained,  tbit  the  PreMent  did  not 
want  legislation  to  spur  him  mi,  bat  he  wanted  the 
means  of  remorin^  those  Indians;  an  appropriation  was 
necessary  before  the  President  could  do  any  thing. 

Mr.  PARKER  observed  there  was  money  appropria- 
ted for  holding  treaties  with  those  Indisnsi  and  it  looked 
to  him  nke  an  instruction  to  the  President  to  be  forcing 
this  measure.  Be^es  this,  tbe  Indiana  bad  set  a  price 
on  their  Isnds]  and  if  this  resolution  was  passed,  it 
would  lead  them  to  believe  that  the  GoTernment  was 
anxious  to  get  their  landst  consequently,  they  would 
raiae  the  price.  He  hoped  the  subject  would  be  left  as 
it  was. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to:  Ayea  99,  noes  not 
counted. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Houae  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  tbe 
resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Hr.  Far,  instructing 
tbe  Committee  on  Agriculture  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  immediately  abolishing  the  duties  on  foreign 
grain  and  bread  stufft  of  ill  kinds. 

There  were  two  amendments  pending!  1st,  that  of 
Hr.  ^sAKs,  to  include  **  the  duties  on  foreign  coal, 
salt,  and  iron."  And,  2dly,  that  of  Mr.  WiIiiams,  of 
North  Carolina,  to  include  the  duty  on  <*  sugar. " 

Hr.  PRY  addresKd  the  House  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  When  l.had  the  honor,  a  few  days  sgo, 
to  submit  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  tiie  rxpediency  of 
immediately  abolishing  the  duty  upon  foreign  bread 
stuff's,  I  did  it  under  no  other  apprehensions  than  that 
the  wants  of  the  community,  arising  out  of  the  present 
Bcsrciiy  of  bread  stufTs,  earnestly  cslled  fur  a  measure  of 
the  kind.  Such  were  my  convictions  of  the  propriety 
of  the  inquiry,  that  at  the  time  I  was  not  very  anxious  as 
to  what  committee  the  subject  should  be  referred)  yet  it 
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did  Mem  to  me,  upon  reflection,  that  ginny  the  Bubieot 
into  tbe  bende  of  the  Committee  do  ApicuUure  wu  likt 
giving  «  cause  for  trial  into  the  huide  of  one  of  the  pir- 
tits  interested  in  its  decision. 

As  adopting  t  principle,  I  should  say  that  when  the 
wants  of  the  community  ^wbich  in  some  places  at  this 
time  amount  very  nearly  to  distress)  become  the  subject 
of  legislation,  all  qoestions  of  interest,  of  policy,  or  of 
compromiae,  shoulj  be  maJe  to  fall  bcfM«  h.  The  inter- 
ests of  tbe  Country,  or  the  policy  of  the  countty,  io  rela. 
tion  to  mstters  and  thiogs  in  general,  are,  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  things,  tbe  proper  subjects  for  legislative 
action.  But  when  eases  of  actual  want  and  sufTering 
among  a  portion  of  tbe  country  present  themselves,  I 
feel  it  my  duly,  as  one  of  tbe  representatives  of  tbe  peo> 
pie,  to  consider  those  wants,  and,  if  possible,  to  supply 
them,  even  at  tbe  risk  of  interest  or  policy.  I  did  thus 
fu  not  anticipate  the  oppotitlon  to  tbe  reference  of  tbe 
resolution  which  it  mel|  but,  as  the  House  has  seen 
proper  to  give  a  preference  to  the  Cornmitlee  on  Agri- 
culture, because,  in  tbe  opinion  of  gentlemen,  tbe  reso- 
lution was  calculated  materially  to  affect  tbe  agricultural 
interest,  1  hope  the  House,  with  equal  candor,  will  re- 
ject tbe  amendments  proposed,  and  let  tbis  subject  go 
to  Its  appropriate  committee  free  and  apart,  and  unen- 
cumbered with  any  other  matters  not  itnetly  within  tbe 
province  of  the  duties  of  that  committee. 

Sir,  when  a  member  offers  a  proportion,  the  result  of 
deep-felt  conviction  that  the  wants  of  the  country,  or  a 
very  Urge  portion  of  tbe  country,  call  for  it]  or  when  a 
member  in  his  place  offers  a  resolution  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Wmrs  and  Ueans  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  abcriiihing  the  duty  on  bread  atuffs,  and  It  is 
pleaded  tliat  the  Comnuttee  on  Agriculture  is  tbe  only 
proper  tribunal  for  the  inveat^tion  of  that  subject,  and 
the  House  show  a  disposition  to  concur  in  that  opinion, 
and  gentlemen  afterwards  propose  amendments,  by 
taking  into  the  account  subjects  entirely  unconnected 
with  the  duties  of  that  comnitlee,  what  .doca  it  intirostef 
what  are  we  to  infers  To  m«  it  appears  as  intended  to 
defeat  the  proposition,  and  prevent  its  being  referred 
at  all. 

I  am,  therefore,  opposed  to  tbe  amendment,  because  1 
believe  it  intended  ultimately  to  smother  and  defeat  tbe 
inquiry,  and  any  action  from  being  had  upon  tbe  subjecti 
and,  sir,  is  not  the  subject  one  that  calls  for  the  action  of 
the  House?  Does  not  every  gentleman  upon  tbis  floor 
know  well  thai  there  is  a  state  of  want,  if  not  general, 
at  many  places,  which  must  toon  amount  to  actual  sufler* 
ing.*  Has  not  the  price  of  bresd  stuffs  doubled  itself 
within  no  long  period,  while  the  price  of  labor,  or  the 
means  of  the  consumer  to  obtain  his  bread,  have  advan- 
ced in  nothing  like  the  same  ratio?  I  know  tliii  to  be 
tbe  case  in  some  lai^  districts  of  a  populous  and  indut- 
trims  part  of  the  cuunlry.  1  know  tbe  prices  of  grain 
are  enormously  high,  in  some  instances  because  the 
farmer  has  none  to  s«II,  and  in  some  instances  because 
they  are  keeping  it  for  a  atill  higher  pricet  wbiUt  tbe 
honest  but  poor  laborer  and  mechantc,  with  their  fami- 
lies, who  bave  it  not,  and  whose  means  for  obtaining  it 
have  not  increased  ina  ratio  any  way  proportiooed'to  the 
increase  in  tlie  price  of  bread  stuffs,  are  left  to  suffer  the 
consequences.  If  this  were  the  case  in  but  a  single  di». 
iriet,  ought  we  not  to  inquire  speedily,  if  there  be  no  re* 
lief,  «■  some  mitigation  ror  those  who  unfortunately  be- 
come the  victims  of  such  a  state  of  thinga*  There  is  in 
that  part  of  tbe  country  which  I  represent — and  it  is  a 
part  of  the  country  which,  for  industry  and  economy,  is 
not  exceeded  by  any  in  this  Union — there  tsalmost  a  gene- 
ral want,  an  absolute  scarcity  of  bread  stufls,  which  bears 
exceedinglv  hard  upon  the  poorer  classesor  our  people. 
Farmers  wbo,  hefetofor^  have  annually  sold  consider* 
able  quantifies  of  grain,  hare  this  year,  in  evuseqnence 


of  the  great  and  almost  entire  Mltire  of  the  crop^ 
scarcely  sufficient  tot  their  own  uset  yet,  perhapi^  in  a 
majority  of  cases,  they  have  sufficient  for  their  own  im- 
mediate consumption.  But,  then,  a  very  Ui^,  interest- 
ing, and  useful  portion  of  our  people,  our  laborers  and 
nechanics,  upon  whose  and  from  whose  labor  all  tbe 
real  wealth  of  the  country  is  derived,  and  upon  wbom 
and  to  wbom  we  have  to  look  as  tbe  defenders  of  the 
country  in  lime  of  peril  or  Invasion— this  class  irf"  oar 
population  are  without  this  necessary  of  \ift%  and,  from 
the  circumstance  that  the  pricea  of  labor  are  net  pro- 
portioned to  that  of  bread  stuffs,  they  are  not  otify  with- 
out it,  but  without  the  meuis  of  obtaining  It. 

No  man  in  this  House,  or  no  man  in  this  country, 
without  actual  experience,  knows  what  it  is  to  be  poor. 
There  are  people  who^  by  e xtravaginee  and  prodigal- 
ity in  their  habits  of  life,  even  with  a  Hberal  income,  are 
poori  1  do  not  mean  them.  I  mean  those  wbo  have 
large  fiimiliea  to  maintain,  frequently  overtaken  by  sick- 
ness, either  from  the  want  of  the  necessaries  of  fife,  or 
other  causes;  who  have  high  rents  to  pay,  high  prices  for 
fuel,  food,  and  clothing,  and  for  the  support  of  wb'ich 
the  poor  man  is  entirely  dependent  upon  bis  labor. 
Buch  are  poor  people;  and  1  aay,  I  repeat,  no  man  m 
this  Honse  or  in  this  country,  who  has  been  rwsed  and 
brought  up  In  easy  or  affluent  circumstances,  can  form 
tbe  remotest  idea  of  the  actual  condition  and  frequent 
(though  often  silent)  suffering  of  tbis  valuable  portion  of 
our  community.  Valuable,  1  say,  because  it  is  their 
labor  which  produces  and  constitutes  the  wealth  of  the 
country.  It  is  their  labor 'which  sustains  and  supporu 
your  Government,  your  tariff  ^stemi.  your  banki^  and 
your  thousand  other  corporate  and  chartered  privileged 
orders,  that  monopoltzr,  feed  and  fatten  upon  the  sweat 
and  toil  of  this  great  artery  in  the  body  politic. 

Sir,  I  have  passed  tbe  abyss.  But  I  do  know,  from 
sad  and  impressive  experience,  what  it  is  to  be  poor; 
and  I  can  sympathize  and  feel,  and  I  do  feel,  for  the 
sufferings  and  privations  of  those  who  are  thus  utuatedt 
and  I  would  surifiee  almost  any  interest,  any  policy,  and 
any  compromise,  to  administer  as  far  as  in  my  power  to 
the  wants  of  that  unfortunate  class  of  my  countrymen. 

And  wliat  excuse,  what  justification,  can  a  member  of 
tbis  House  plead,  in  refusing  to  contribute  his  mite  to 
alleviate  the  condition  of  these  people  as  much  as  in  his 
power?  Why  endeavor  to  defeat  the  inquiry?  What 
can  be  the  object  of  enlarging  the  duties  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Agriculture,  by  giving  them  jurisdiction  ov«r  ttie 
whole  tariff  system,  as  proposed  by  the  amendments* 
None  other  than  to  smother  the  inquiry.  Rather  may 
the  people  of  the  country,  upon  whom  tbe  present  high 
price  of  bread  stuffs  bears  intufTerabl^  bard,  be  left  in 
their  present  situation,  deplorable  as  it  is,  than  we  will 
consent  to  take  down  the  present  dutiesi  for  lear,  if  once 
commenced,  tbe  inquiry  vu^X  extend  itself  into  the 
whole  system  of  indirect  taxation  tliat  now  is^  and  has 
been  since  Its  commencement,  grinding  the  honest,  in- 
dustrious laborer  and  mechanic  down  to  a  level  with  the 
slave,  upon  the  mere  pretence  of  collecting  money  for 
tbe  support  of  tbe  Government,  when  the  Government 
docN  not  need  it. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  late  report  to 
this  House,  by  a  calculation  and  estimate  upon  tbe  fu- 
ture revenue  of  the  eountryi  the  force  of  wbich^  I  con- 
feat,  has  not  struck  me  with  the  titmoat  severity,  predicts 
that,  ere  long,  tlie  revenue  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the 
expenses  of  tbe  Govemmentt  and  tbis  may  be  one  reason 
why  members  are  opposed  to  any  modification  of  the 
present  tariff'.  But  if  the  inquiry  is  proposed  to  extend 
no  further  than  bread  alufi^  as  contemplated  by  this 
resolution,  which  have  never  yet  produced  any  revenue, 
and  which  is  tbe  most  essential  necessary  of  life,  the  sya- 
tcm  cannot  he  afflected,  nor  the  revenue  impaired,  while 
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the  v*nt*of  the  oountrr  may  be  g^sUjr  relieved.  Agiin, 
sir,  when  tuob  a  ittte  of  ibin|^erriTet  u  tbet  the  revenue 
of  the  country  will  not  lupport  tlie  Gorernment,  it  will  be 
good  time  to  inquire  whether  (he  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
Rient  conform  to  %n  imount  necemry  to  the  permanency 
tnd  well-bein^  of  a  pUin  republican  Government.  Sir, 
according  to  any  calculatifm  that  I  have  ever  made  upon 
the  aubject,  [  think  tbe  ezpenMt  of*  the  Qovemment 
(not  on  account  of  their  smount,  but  on  account  of  pre- 
serving that  ancient  republican  simpFicity  which  hu 
hitherto  characterized  it]  tre  far,  very  far,  beyond  what 
tbey  ought  to  be,  and  perhaps  double  wlist  they  would 
be,  if  (he  people  supported  the  Government  by  direct 
taxation.  1  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  st  favoring  a 
plan  of  direct  taxation.  I  use  the  words  merely  toshow 
or  ra(her  to  convey  the  idea  or  opinion  of  the  difference 
which  a  different  mode  of  collccruigjeTeaue  might  make 
to  tbe  tax  .payer. 

But,  sir,  if  there  be  more  expenses  incurred  than 
should  be,  is  there  no  remedy'  Certainly.  But  wheref 
It  is  beyond  tbe  reach  or  control  of  executive  vigilance, 
and  cannot  be  chargeable  to  the  executive  account.  But, 
sir,  the  remedy  is  here,  in  this  House,  and  here  only. 
Here  it  is  that  offices  are  orrated.  Here  it  la  that  ida- 
riea  are  created,  and  allowed,  and  extended,  from  time 
to  time,  until  they  become  exorbitanti  just  as  if  we  had 
to  legislate  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  officera  of 
the  Government,  without  any  regard  to  tbe  ntuation  or 
condition  of  those  whom  we  mcftv  immediately  repre* 
sent;  here  it  is  that  all  moneys  are  appropriated)  and 
here  it  is,  in  (liia  House  alone,  that  a  remedy  is  to  be 
found)  and  if  the  people  will  avail  themselves  of  it,  it  is 
in  their  power.  The  pe(^le,  in  selecting  tiieir  repre- 
sentatives in  their  national  and  State  council^  should 
send  more  farmers,  and  fewer  professional  men;  more 
mechanics,  and  fewer  overgrown  capitalists.  I  make 
the  suggestion  with  perfect  deference  to  tbe  Feelings  of 
every  gentleman  present.  But  gentlemen  will  agree 
with  me,  that  the  different  classes  of  tbe  community  are 
never  represented  according  to  their  respective  federal 
numbers,  and  which,  in  a  Government  where  we  know  > 
of  no  diatincliona,  they  are  entitled  to  be. 

But  niany  people  entertain  an  idea  that  unless  a  man 
can  make  a  speech,  he  is  not  qnalified  for  a  seat  in  (heir 
councils.  I^t  me  say  to  them  that  I  have  not  a  doubt 
upon  my  mind  that  many  of  as  good  and  industrious 
men,  and  no  doubt  as  able  as  any  in  this  House,  do  not 
)>retend  to  make  speeches;  they  will  not  waste  time.  A 
wholesome  diacimion  ii  not  to  be'  condemned,  but  I 
would  draw  a  material  distinction  between  diwuirion 
and  making  speeches.    But  enough  of  this. 

When  I  offered  tbe  resolution  under  consideration, 
gentlemen  very  earnestly,  and,  1  doubt  not,  very  hon- 
eatly,  asked  me,  why,  are  you  not  a  farmer,  and  do  not 
you  represent  an  agricultural  district  and  interest.'  Cer- 
tainly I  ami  and  if  I  represent  any  interest  at  all,  it  ia  (be 
•frricultoral  interest.  But  will  any  gentleman  demon- 
atrate  to  me  that  the  farmer  has  any  interest  at  sUke  in 
the  existing  tariff'  of  duties  upon  foreign  Imports.'  Wliy, 
gentlemen  tell  me  there  is  a  duty  of  about  twenty-five 
cents  on  a  bushel  of  wheat!  Well,  suppose  there  is; 
the  foreign  wheal,  upon  an  average,  is  not  worth  by 
twenty-five  cents  as  much  as  our  o«-n.  I  show  thin,  in 
a  measure,  from  a  paper  handed  me  by  a  gentleman. 
I'hia  shows  that,  during  tbe  three  qnartrra  of  tbe  pres* 
ent  year,  the  amount  imported  at  Sew  York  was  164,000 
bushels,  valued  at  fl27,000,  making  about  elghly.four 
cents  a  bushel.  Ccould  oar  wheat  have  been  purchased  at 
the  same  price  during  the  same  period?  Nu.  Agnin: 
the  importation  of  wheat,  or  of  any  grain,  is  a  mere 
nominal  tbingi  unleu  a  time,  like  the  pre^nt,  of  great 
scarcity,  there  is  none  imported;  anil  to  show  that,  I 
will  mention  that,  for  tbe  year  1835,  tbe  importation  at 
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New  York  (and  which  constitutes  the  great  part  of  the 
importation)  waa  3,718  buahelt,  producing  an  item  of 
9659  in  the  revenue  derived  from  imposts,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  about  twenty  millions.  Then,  sir,  bow 
is  the  object  of  the  resolution  to  aff'eet  the  farming  in- 
terest' Tlie  tariff  system  is  of  no  earthly  advantage  to 
the  farirW,  because  foreign  grain  camtol,  by  the  exist- 
ing tariff*,  be  brought  into  oranpetition  with  hb|  and  if 
we  only  import  at  timea  of  extreme  scarcity,  when  far- 
mers have  little  or  none  to  sell,  it  constitutes  an  unne- 
cessary tax  upon  the  consumer,  without  any  adequate 
benefit  to  the  farming  interest.  Sir,  the  farming  inter- 
est is  not  protected;  the  small  duty  upon  his  wheat  was, 
in  the  beginning,  a  mere  cheat,  to  gull  him  into  the 
support  of  the  wliole  system — a  perfect  humbug,  to  far 
as  the  interests  of  the  farmer  can  compare  to  the  other 
protected  interests}  and  if  you  had  as  many  practical 
farmers  here  aa  yon  ought  to  have,  they  would  tell  you 
so.  But,  in  another  view,  if  ibe  existing  duty  upon 
foreign  wheat  were  an  advantage  to  the  farmer,  I  sttould 
siill  preas  this  inquiry.  The  farmer  at  this  time,  wbo 
has  the  article  of  bread  atuffs  to  sell,  realizes  at  least 
double  the  tisual  or  ordinary  prices  for  his  goods.  Could 
be  not  better  Uke  twenty-five  centa  less  than  double 
price  for  his  grain,  than  the  poor  consumer  can  pay 
such  high  prices  aa  at  present'  Surely  he  could,  and 
would  still  get  an  extraordinary  price  for  bis  pain, 
while  the  consumer  would  be  very  much  relieved. 

Sir,  gentlemen  say  I  go  against  the  farming  interrat. 
This  word  interal  seems  to  be  the  germe  from  whi  ch 
sprang,  in  a  measure,  this  whole  system  of  protection. 
Sir,  to  elucidate  my  opinion,  1  fancy  to  myself  that  a 
number  of  gentlemen  meet  hercf  the  one  wiabes  to  em- 
bark m  the  manuftcturing  of  cottons,  another  of  wool- 
ten%  another  of  iron,  another  has  a  bed  of  atone  coal,  &e.i 
and  they  enter  into  an  sgreement  that,  fur  their  mutual 
benefit,  and  to  make  those  interests  permanent  and 
valuable,  they  must  be  protected  from  competition.  As 
among  the  parties  concerned  there  may  be  nothing 
wrong,  for  the  advance  paid  by  the  one  upon  the  inter- 
est of  tbe  other  is  repaid-by  his  having  tbe  same  bounty 
accruing  upon  his  interest.  But  tbeae  gentlemen  con- 
stitute but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  communityt  and 
the  great  mass  of  the  people,  the  laborers  and  me- 
chanics, have  no  interests  to  protectt  and,  consequently, 
all  the  profits  arising  out  of  those  different  protected 
interests  are  paid  by  the  mass  of  the  community.  The 
whole  system  is  upheld  and  supported  by  thme  indus- 
trious poor  who  have  no  interest  to  protect.  But  some 
win  say,  if  tbe  wealthy  portion  of  tbe  community  proa* 
per,  the  poor  man  will  prosper  too.  Tbe  aigument 
will  not  hold  good;  look  around  at  your  manufacturer 
of  cottons  or  woollens,  your  manufacturer  of  iron,  your 
coal  merchants,  and,  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty  cases* 
you  will  find  they  have  realized  fortunes,  while  tbe 
poor  operatives  have,  nineteen  in  twenty  cases,  not  in- 
creased a  dollar;  yet  these  fortunes  are  the  result  of 
their  labors.  Other  gentlemen  say  a  repeal  of  the  duty 
could  not  avail  the  community  any  thing,  because,  be- 
fore an  act  could  be  brought  into  operation,  another  and 
a  mo'rS  fruitful  harvest  may  supply  the  present  scarcity. 

Sir,  I  am  informed,  and  1  rely  upon  the  information, 
that  large  quantities  of  bread  slufl'*  are  hoarded  up,  and 
stored  away  in  the  storehouses  of  heartless  and  soulless 
speculators  in  some  of  the  large  cities  who  are  holding 
back  to  the  Isst  extremity,  in  order  that  they  may  ex- 
tort fr«n  the  poor  and  the  needy  to  the  utmost  farthing. 
Sir,  repeal  the  duty  upon  foreign  bread  atufik,  and  you 
will  compel  them  tu  sell. 

That  such  a  slate  of  things  exists^  especially  among 
the  poorer  classes  of  people,  as  I  have  mentioned,  there 
csn  be  no  doubtt  and  that  the  repeal  of  the  duty  upon 
their  bread  siufh  would  relieve  tbcm,  to  some  extent,  I 
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bftve  no  doubt.  I  think  I  msy  nrely  calculate  that  if 
the  present  duty  was  taken  down,  the  reduction  in  the 
barrel  of  flour  would  be  one  dollar  and  fifty  ccntSt 
which  would  be  material  to  consuroera.  The  Pfcndent 
has  very  properly  and  Tery  feelingly  referred  to  (he 
aubject  in  his  meange,  and  1  feel  very  anxious  that  the 
House  aliould  act  upon  the  matter.  * 

With  regard  to  the  subject  of  a  repeal  or  modificalion 
of  the  duly  upon  coal,  another  necessary  of  lire,  second 
only  to  bread  stuffs,  upon  the  preliminary  vote  taken  a 
few  days  ago,  referring  the  aubject  to  a  committee,  i  dif* 
fered  with  my  collea^es,  (I  believe  with  a  single  czcep* 
tion,)  for  whose  opmionsand  eiperienee  in  matters  of 
legislation  I  entertain  the  highest  respect,  because  1  be- 
lieved the  Committee  on  Manuracturea  were  in  a  meas- 
ure pledged  to  report  against  any  modification.  Now, 
I  wilt  only  add  at  this  time,  if  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  report  a  bill  msking  such  a  reduction  as  will 
in  acme  meaaure  reli^  the  situation  of  the  consumers, 
without  embarrassing  tne  mining  biMineas,  as  compared 
with  the  manuhciurmg  and  other  ioterettt,  1  will  vole 
for  it;  olherwise,  not. 

I  wish,  upon  the  whole,  to  legislate  for  the  common 
benefit  and  general  welfare  of  the  community  at  large, 
and  not  exclusively  for  individual  interests.  Gentlemen 
may  compromise  Ihcmselves  rights  snd  advantages  over 
the  mass  of  ibe  community  which  they  have  no  right  to 
do.  1  bold  the  people  of  this  country  equally  free,  and 
all  equally  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  our  legisUtion.  I 
heard  m  gentleman,  who  is  engaged  in  the  mining  busi- 
ness,  a  few  days  sgo,  tay  that  he  had  sent  an  agent  to 
Europe  to  ol>tain  one  thousand  workmen,  and  tend  them 
here;  and  that  he  should  soon  despstch  another  agent, 
authorized  to  employ  another  thousand  men.  These 
genUenwn,  miners  and  others,  pariiea  to  the  beotfits  of 
the  tariff  system,  are  o|iposed  to  any  reduction  of  the 
duties  upon  their  respective  interests,  while  they  are  im- 
porting the  refuse,  perhaps,  of  European  laboren^by 
the  one  thousand  men,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  la- 
boring classes  here,  tree  of  duty.  Sir,  1  am  prepared 
to  revise  the  system,  to  bring  the  revenue  down  as  Tar  as 
practicable.  Such  a  course  I  think  neceaaary,  as  well  to 
avoid  accruing  aurpluses  in  the  Treasury  ai  to  make  the 
benefits  of  legislation  equal  to  all. 

These  nsmesof  "home  snd  induitiy,"  and**PennsyU 
vania  Interebts,"  are  too  often  but  "tinkling  cymbals." 
I  feel  ai  much  a  Fenniylvsnian  as  any  other  mant  but  I 
cannot  consent  to  make  the  interests  of  Pennsylvania 
capitalists  alone  the  interests  of  the  State.  Sir,  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania  were,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Le- 
gislature, saddled  with  a  "  United  Stales  Bank,"  (against 
tJia  ciiatence  of  which  (hey  had  repeatedly  decided,) 
under  the  garb  of  Pennsylvania  interestai  but  whatever 
can  or  may  be  done  to  advance  the  general  interest  and 
welfare,  aa  well  of  Pennsylvania  as  any  other  State,  shall, 
so  long  as  [  have  a  seat  here,  be  my  constant  aim.  I  am 
done.  I  hope  the  House  will  let  the  inquiry  go  to  the 
committee,  free  of  aaaendment,  and  let  them  report.  If 
Ihey  deem  best,  let  it  be  but  temporary)  let  tbe  duty 
be  taken  off  for  a  limited  timet  soy  thing  that  will  in 
■ome  measure  relieve  the  present  exigency  t  and  if  they 
think  differently,  and  can  satisfy  the  country  that  the 
duty  upon  bread  stuffs  ought  not  to  be  repealed,  I  shall 
be  satisfied,  conscious  (hat  I  have  done  my  duly. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Fax  had  concluded, 

Hr.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  (he  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  OWENS  made  an  inefftctual  attempt  to  submit  a 
reaolutitm. 

Hr.  MANN,  of  Kew  York,  moved  a  auspeniioo  of  the 
rules  for  the  purpoN  of  submitting  a  motion  that  when 
tbe  House  adjourn  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next. 

Hr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  asked  for  tbe  yeas  and 


naysi  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them,  tad  tbe  nilci 

were  suspended  by  a  vote  of  117  to  45. 
Hr.  MANN  then  oiade  hia  motion,  and 
Hr.  ANTHONY  moved  to  amend  it,  by  !iuetl!a| 

•*  Tueadayi"  but  it  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  SO  to  133. 
The  motion  of  Hr.  Maxii  was  agreed  to:  Ajet  96, 

noes  95. 

After  so«e  fuitbcr  proceedings  on  private  bUI^ 
Tbe  Hotue  a^ourned. 

HoxoiT,  DxcxxBxa  30. 
A  new  member,  viz:  Wiluak  C.  Davsos,  elccicd 
from  Georgia,  to  fill  tbe  vacancy  oecsnoaed  by  lhed^ 
cease  of  General  Covfbr,  appeared,  wu  qoarified,  ud 
took  bia  mt 

ABOLITION  OP  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  ADAMS  preaented  the  petition  of  I.  Psge  vA 
twenty-six  other  citizens  of  Silver  Like,  Snsquehaniu 
county.  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  lor  the  ibotitipi 
^  alavery  and  the  alave  trade  in  the  District  of  Cohsibii- 

Hr.  A.  moved  that  tbe  said  petition  be  referred  to  tin 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  PICKENS  asked  for  the  decision  of  the  Chiir 
upon  the  conalruction  of  the  resolution  reported  (»■ 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  sk*«]r 
in  the  D'utrict  of  Columbia,  at  the  last  sesaioo  of  C» 
gnm.  By  that  resolution,  all  memorials  and  olber  pi* 
pers  lelating  to  this  sul^ect  bad  been  wdercd  to  lie  m 
the  table,  witliout  being  referred  or  printed.  lir.r> 
wished  to  know  what  would  be  (he  destiny  of  (bewpt 
titions  under  that  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be  a  matter  for  Ute  coa- 
sideration  of  the  House.  After  referring  to  nch  w 
ihorities  aa  be  could  find,  be  had  come  to  Ibe  dcwts 
that  the  operation  of  the  resolution  referred  to  eraed 
with  the  last  aession  of  Congress.  The  queslion,  how- 
ever, was  one  for  the  House  to  determine. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  could  not  consent  thst  thtw 
petitions  should  be  referred  to  any  standing  comnittri 
of  the  House.  He  objected,  therefore,  lo  ihe  P"P«J 
reference  of  the  memorial  presented  by  the  geatle» 
from  Maaiacbuset(s,  and  he  called  for  the  yeas  in 
nays  on  that  motion. 

Hr.  PARKS  moved  to  lay  tbe  petition  on  the  tsblr. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  1K 
hut  motion)  which  were  ordered- 

[The  name  of  Mr.  W.  THonrsov,  of  South  CsnrfiM, 
having  been  called,  Mr.  T.  rose  and  inquired  *^^^°^ 
the  act  of  recording  hia  vote  on  this  motion  woukl  impV 
that  be  assented  to  the  reception  of  thcie  petitiooislw^ 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  queslion  of  recepiH* 
could  not  be  now  enterUined,  the  petition  actually  bnif 
at  the  present  time  in  the  possession  of  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  thereupon  asked  to  be  excused  from  vuimfi 
and  the  House  accordingly  excused  him.] 

And  the  vole,  having  been  taken,  stood:  Yesi 
nays  36,  aa  follows; 

Yua-^Heasrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  A^>  BeuH 
Beaumont,  Bell,  Black,  Boon,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buseo. 
Csmbreleng,  Csrr,  C>.rter,  Casey,  G.  ChaiDberf,J> 
Chambers,   Chancy,   Chapman,   Chspin,  Cbet«Mi«i 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
berry,  Doubleday,  Uunlap.  Efner,  Elmore,  FsirneU, 
French,  Fry,  Fuller.  Gatbrstth,  Gillel,  Graham,  Hiltri 
J.  Hall,  Uannegan,  Harlan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  UBync^  ll^l- 
aey,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntamsn, 
Jarvis.  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  U.  Johnson,  CareJini^ 
son,  Henry  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  KlingeniimW. 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Liwler,  Gideon  Lee,  Luke  Le»i 
ard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Usrtin> 
liam  Haion,  Hosei  Maaon,  Maury.  McKay,  McK^m 
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McKiffl.  HeLene,  Miller,  Uoore,  Morpin,  Ovena,  PigCt 
P»rks,  Patterstm,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pesrce, 
PhelpSi  John  Reynoldit,  Joteph  Reyoolda,  Riehftrdson, 
Schenek,  Seymour,  Williim  B.  Shepard,  Au([fuatine  H. 
Shepperd,  Shielda,  Shinn,  Sieklet,  Span^ler,  Standefer, 
Taliaierro,  Thomai*  John  Thomion,  Toaeey,  Turrill, 
Underwood,  Vanderpoel*  Wagener,  Ward,  Wubin^ton, 
Webater,  Whitet  Thoma*  T.  Whittlesey,  Lcwia  Wil- 
liania,  Sherrod  Williaiiii^  Tell,  Young— 116. 

Nati — Ueaara.  Adtmis  H.  Allen.  Bailey,  Beale,  Bor- 
den, Boaldin,  Brif^'W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cbilds,  N.  H .  CUi. 
borne,  Cuihing',  Darlington,  Dawaon,  Denny,  Everett, 
Granger,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hazelline,  Henderaon, 
Hieater,  Hoar,  Hunt,  W.  Jackaoa,  Janes,  Lane,  i^w- 
rencc,  McKennan,  Parker,  Pearaon,  Beed,  Rimell^  Sto- 
rer,  Vinton,  Bli^  Whittteaey— 36. 
So  the  motion  waa  hid  on  the  table. 
After  the  roll  had  been  called  throuf^i,  Mr.  Gab* 
XAFB,  of  Virginia,  aaked  leave  to  vote.  Objection  being 
made,  Mr.  G.  atated  that  if  he  had  been  in  the  hall  at 
the  time,  he  would  have  voted  againat  receiving  the  pe- 
tition in  any  ahape  or  form. 

Mr.  DAVIS  aaked  the  consent  of  the  House,  at  this 
time,  to  lake  up  and  consider  a  resolution  heretofore  of- 
fered bjr  him,  providing  that  all  reaotutions,  petitions, 
memorial*,  and  other  papers,  which  might  be  oflfered 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  in  any  manner 
relating  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  or  in  any  of  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  should,  on  presentation,  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  without  bring  read  or  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  without  debate. 

Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  D.  moved  a  iuapen- 
■ion  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  OWENS  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion. 

A  cotmt  having  been  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  O vr- 
svs,  tfaare  appeared  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  ADAMS  aaked  whether  tbe  question  was  debate- 
ablef 

The  fiPEAKER  said  it  wai  not. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  wotild  submit  to  the  mover  of 
the  motion  to  lotpend  the  rule,  whether  he  had  not  bet- 
ter postpone  the  consideration  of  this  qiteation  until  some 
future  day,  instead  of  discussing  it  to-day,  whieh  was  pe- 
tition day.  He  (Mr.  A.)  was  willing  (hat  the  gentle* 
man's  pnipfnitron  should  be  fully  and  thorouifhly  dit* 
custed,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  ao.  But  he  did  not 
think  this  waa  the  proper  time  for  the  diseusrion. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  said  that,  as  gentlemen  bad  been  so 
anxious  to  come  here  to-day,  and  aa  there  was  no  quo- 
rum present,  be  wished  to  know  who  waa  awayi  for  this 
reason,  he  moved  a  call  of  the  Housct  which  notion  pre- 
vailed: Ayes  77,  noes  65. 

So  the  House  ordered  the  call. 

The  roll  having  been  thereupon  called,  170  members 
answered  to  their  names;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  fuHber  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call  were  suspended. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  Ibe  rule 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative.  8o  the 
House  refoaed  to  suspend  the  rule. 

THE  TAKIFP. 

The  unfinished  busineu  of  the  morning  hour  wsa  the 
f«solution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Pbt,  instruetinft  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  immediately  aborishing  the  dutiea  on  foreign  grain,  or 
on  bread  stufii  <^  all  kinds. 

To  which  resolution  two  anendmenti  had  been  bcre- 
tofore  offered: 

First,  by  Mr.  Adams,  to  amend  by  ioiertlng  tbe 
words  **  and  abo  on  fare%n  coalf  salt,  and  iron." 


And,  secondly,  by  Mr.  Willtaks,  of  North  Carolina, 
by  inserting  tbe  words  *•  and  sugar." 

Mr.  ANTHONY  said  he  should  not  have  deemed  it 
his  duty  at  the  present  lime  to  make  any  remarks  in 
reference  to  the  resolution  before  the  House,  had  it  not 
originated  with  his  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Favi] 
but  as  it  came  from  the  State  which  b«  had  llw 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  he  could  not  refrain  from  the 
expression  of  hie  ■urpiise  at  the  source  from  whence  the 
resolution  emanated.   His  colleague  represented  an 
agricultural  district,  and  had  said  that  the  present  high 
prices  of  grain  and  flour  operated  heavily  on  the  poor; 
and,  as  there  was  a  scarcity  in  the  country,  foreign  im> 
portationa  should  be  made  free  of  duty,    in  examining  a 
question  ofaoch  vital  importance  to  the  aftrieultural  and 
maouheloiing  interests  of  the  country,  Mr.  A.  contend- 
ed that  we  should  look  at  the  lariflT  as  a  whole,  and  not 
attempt  to  lopslate  by  piecemeal.    His  colleague  had 
doubtless  not  foreseen  that  his  attempt  would  be  folloned 
by  those  of  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  and  North 
Carolina;  but  the  numerous  petitions  from  Boiton  and 
New  York,  for  an  abolition  of  the  duly  on  coal,  would 
at  once  au^est  tbe  amendment  including  tbat  ar  ticle. 
At  ftrat  yhnce  it  might  appear  that  the  increased  price 
of  an  article  was  a  serious  injury  to  tbe  eoniumer  ,  and 
tbat  competition  In  such  oase  should  be  left  open  t*^  the 
world;  but  was  it  not  known  to  the  whole  House  that 
tlie  present  high  price  of  bread  atufls  was  caused  by  a 
deitcieney  of  the  crops  in  the  grain-growing  Stateaf  That 
the  evil  waa  merely  temporary.'  And  be  submitted  wheth- 
er it  was  sound  policy  to  violate  the  compromiae  bill,  be- 
cause tbe  Airmen  bad  not  been  so  fortunate  the  past 
year  as  heretofore.    Tbey  were  already  seriously  afreet- 
ed  by  tbe  loss,  and  bis  colleague  would  now  prevent 
them  from  receiving  little  more  than  the  usual  price  for 
the  scanty  produce  of  their  farins,  by  permitting  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  grain  free  of  duty.    Such  a  course 
would  make  the  burden  fall  with  peculisr  hsrdship  on 
the  agricultural  oomrounityt  whereas,  if  the  price  were 
increased  on  account  of  the  scarcity,  every  portion  of 
the  people  would  assist  to  bear  the  burden;  thus  lessen- 
ing the  temporary  evil  by  a  participation  therein  of  the 
mechanic  and  manufacturer  as  well  as  the  farmer. 

It  is,  however,  urged  that  the  high  price  of  fuel  and 
bread  stuffs  materially  afTects  the  poor  laboring  class. 
To  this  proposition  I  (said  Mr.  A.)  cannot  assenti  for  al- 
though the  neeeasaries  of  life  cost  more,  yet  it  matters 
not  to  the  workman  whether  he  pays  $1  or  $12  for  a 
bushel  of  whest,  if  his  wsges  are  in  proportion  to  the 
price.  W  ben  trade  is  brisk,  and  bboreri  are  in  demand, 
notwitbstsnding  provisions  are  high,  Ibe  poor  are  much 
better  provided  for  than  when  business  is  dull  and  in- 
dustry paralyzed.  Let  me  for  a  moment  call  the  atten- 
tion of  tbe  House  to  the  coal  and  iron  region  of  Pennsyl- 
vanis,  where  we  may  see  thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  the  poor  bard-workIng  class  daily  engaged  in 
mining  operations.  In  the  manubctore  of  iron,  and  in 
transporting  their  coal  and  iron  to  market.  The  bu^ 
hum  of  industry  is  heard  throughout  the  whole  extent 
of  those  mineral  regions,  and  high  wsges  are  given  to 
every  iforking  man.  How  much  better  is  it  for  those 
men  to  pay  flO  a  barrel  for  flour,  Uian  to  get  it  for  |5 
whra  they  have  no  means  of  livelihood,  and  are  thrown 
out  of  employ!  While  their  services  are  In  demand, 
their  wagea  increase  with  the  increase  of  the  price  of 
the  article  they  supply;  and  when  they  can  no  longer  be 
profitably  employed,  they  must  inevitably  lose,  how- 
ever deprecMed  all  the  neeeisaries  and  comforts  of  life 
may  be. 

The  preaent  price  of  coal  is,  in  a  great  measure,  owing 
to  tbe  fact  that  the  demand  has,  witliin  the  past  year,  in- 
ercaaed  more  rapidly  than  the  supply.  Although  the 
mcana  of  tbe  WMntry  are  abundantly  milBdcnt  to  lupp^ 
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kII  its  wantt,  yet  the  demand  hu  incrMMd  wUh  unex- 
pected rapidity,  %nt\  dnlrn  incwl  were  not  prepared 
for  it.  From  the  year  1825  lo  i833,  (here  wis  k  rapid 
biereate  uf  supplf  by  the  minet  of  Penmylvania;  bur,  at 
the  cad  of  the  Ust<iiieationed  year,  a  tarfre  quantity  was 
left  on  handi  and  in  1834,  although  100,000  tons  leas 
were  mined  than  in  1B33,  yet  eo«]  was  sold  at  from 
to  |5,  and  the  owners  could  not  dispose  or  all  on  hand 
at  that  reduced  price.  The  consequence  was,  that  a 
heivy  loM  was  sustained  on  the  article  by  those  enffs^ed  in 
mining  operations  in  that  year,  and  miners  were  dis- 
charged by  bundreda,  and  compelled  lo  seek  employ* 
■wnttnotlier  quarters,  in  1835and  1836  the  deiuml 
increased  with  surpriiing  rapidity,  as  mineral  coal  cane 
into  use  much  more  eztensirely  than  beretorore;  and  al- 
though the  lupply  greatly  incraased,  yet,  n  a  large  num- 
ber of  miners  had  been  dismissed  for  want  of  employ  in 
1834,  it  was  not  an  eauy  to  get  Ihem  back  at  a  moment's 
varninr.  With  all  these  diffiealtiea  to  eneoonter,  and 
when  the  eoal  business  in  Pcanaylvania  is  stiU  almost  In 
its  infancy,  and  needs  tlie  fosteiing  care  and  protcetion 
of  our  Oovernment,  we  hare  been  enabled  to  ahaHDSt 
double  the  eupply  since  1834^  and  in  the  coming  year  a 
much  larger  quantity  will  be  aent  to  market,  as  extensive 
preparations  are  in  progresis  throughout  the  whole  coal 
region,  to  afford  an  abundant  supply  to  the  wants  of  the 
country.  The  scarcity  of  miners  has  increased  their 
wigesi  this,  added  to  the  high  price  of  prorisioM,  has 
caused  eomplainta  of  the  present  exorbitant  price  of 
eoali  but  it  must  be  evident  that  these  evils  are  only 
temporsry,  and  will  ceaae  to  enst  wilh  the  causes  which 

Stroduccd  them.  The  competition  that  is  now  going  on 
n  Pennsylvania  will  insure  a  future  supply  of  the  article 
to  consumers  at  a  just  rate,  and  one  at  which  they  will 
have  no  reason  to  complain. 

But  my  friend  from  PenniylTanla  Mjrs,  *•  dl  the  profits 
arising  out  ofthose  difTerent  protreted  interests  are  paid 
by  the  mass  of  the  community.  The  vhote^stcm  isop< 
held  and  aupported  by  those  industrious  poor  who  have 
no  interest  to  protect."  Suppose  we  permit  the  im- 
portation of  grain,  coal,  iron,  &&,  free  of  duly,  what  is 
to  become  of  ttune  "industrious  poor'"  Foreign  cap- 
italists will  immediately  glut  our  market  with  those 
articles  at  reduced  prices,  so  as  to  prevent  our  competi. 
tion.  Hundreds  of  laborers  will  be  without  employment, 
because  the  iron,  mining,  and  agricultural  butinesa  will 
no  longer  be  profitablef  our  canals  and  railroads  will  be 
unoccupiedt  our  muimlains  and  valleys  will  remain  un- 
cullivatedt  and  where  we  now  behold  bustle,  activity, 
and  enterprise,  we  ahall  shortly  see  nothing  but  poverly 
and  solitude.  It  is  worse  than  folly  to  suppote  that 
there  is  any  distinct  interest  between  the  different  cissses 
of  our  countnr.  The  rich  have  the  means  to  provide 
employment  lor  the  poor.  The  laborer  contributes  to 
the  benefit  of  the  capitalist,  while  he  obtains  a  compe- 
tent support  for  himself  and  family.  Take  away  all  in- 
ducement from  the  moneyed  man  to  embark  in  business, 
and  you  most  assuredly  will  lake  the  bread  from  the 
mouth  of  the  honest  and  industrious  laborer. 

It  is,  however,  objected  by  my  colleague,  that  a  mi- 
ning gentleman  has  brought  1,000  taborera  from  Europe, 
and  intends  sending  fur  1,000  more;  thus,  as  he  says, 
"importing  the  refuse,  perhaps,  of  European  laborers, 
by  the  thousand,  to  the  G^reat  detriment  of  the  laboring 
classes  here."  If  the  gentleman  is  tincere  inhiapartiali- 
ty  for  those  from  whose  labor,  he  says,  all  the  real  wealrh 
of  the  country  is  derived,  why  is  his  friendship  for  that 
etassso  contracted^  The  laborcria  worthy  of  his  hire, 
let  him  Come  from  where  he  may.  But  is  it  not  far  bet- 
ter that  we  should  cultivate  our  own  soil,  mine  our  own 
coal,  and  manufacture  our  own  iron,  than  buy  them  from 
abroad,  where  nearly  the  whole  profits  go  to  foreigners, 
and  where  foreign  laborers  are  alone  employedf 


The  compromise  bill,  as  it  is  oiled,  of  March,  1833, 
gradually  reduces  the  revenue  til)  18i3i  sad,  on  the 
fatih  of  that  law,  a  b^fe  amount  €>f  capital  had  been  ei> 
prnded,  immense  preparatioRs  have  been  made,  «sd 
thnossnds  of  hands  Iwtc  been  employed  in  PenaqFlnoit 
in  the  coal  and  iron  regioat  towns  ami  vitlsgn  bm  uii- 
en  as  it  were  by  enchantowntt  etnab  and  laiboads  Inte 
been  construotcd  at  vast  expense  t  nechanies  and  Utwr 
ers  and  manuliwturers  are  receiving  the  highest  aigo, 
and  so  greatly  are  they  wanted  that  eapiUliilsarcoUigtd 
to  send  abroad  for  Ihem.  Let  me  not  be  told  Ibstlberc 
is  distress  in  tlie  country  where  such  a  state  of  thiagt  «■ 
itts.  Our  mountain^  wlueb,  bat  a  few  years  ihwe,  aeit 
a  barren  wild,  are  now  teeming  with  i  hsrdy,  tndolii- 
oasi  and  thririf^population.  Bverymuwhoissbfeisj 
willing  to  work  csn  find  proRt^le  employneDt;  sad  I 
would  extremely  rrgret  to  see  any  measures  adopted  by 
this  House  which  would  destroy  the  conpromitr,  vaA, 
with  it,  the  expectations  at  those  who  have  enbsibd 
largely  in  busines*.  by  virtue  of  the  fosteriaj  pronaosi 
of  that  aet. 

If  we  look  around  us,  we  shall  find  ample  mrini  far 
disposing  of  a  la^e  amount  of  the  surplus  revenoe  ibe 
ensuing  year.  Your  Post  Office  and  your  Pstent  Office 
are  in  ruinst  a  considerable  sum  will  be  neeesnrrlo 
erect  fire-proof  buildinga  for  those  deptrttneatssf  the 
National  Government,  and  the  money  cannot  be  MR 
judiciously  expended.  You  aloo  have  on  hand  s  Trw- 
ury  building,  which  will  require  a  Urge  aura  for  ill  con- 
pletion. 

In  addition  to  these  nati<msl  edifiocs  which  sbmild  bt 
constructed  in  the  moat  secure  and  permanent  minMr, 
the  represcnutives  of  Penn^lvania,  on  behalf  of  tbra 
conitituents,  would  respectfully  though  earaesllji  uk™ 
the  erection  of  a  eustonMiouae,  in  the  city  of  Philsdelphii. 
commensurate  with  the  increase  of  business  in  tbst  ptH 
and  growing  commercial  city.  The  present  cmMi- 
house  affords  notber  convenience  nor  security;  ind  il- 
though  we  do  not  denre  the  construction  of  a  mAM 
psbee,  equal  in  splendor  and  magnificence  (o  thit  it 
the  city  of  New  York,  yet  we  want  a  good  aibitinW 
edifice,  that  will  combine  utility  with  safety.  The  a^ 
cuit  court  of  the  United  Statea  has  no  place  lo  hoU  »• 
sesnonsin  Philadelphis,  except  In  buildings  beknfiiC 
to  the  eityt  and  the  post  office  is  in  the  sane  ntuttroe- 
Is  it  not  belter  to  appropriate  seme  of  tbe  surplui  to 
erection  of  convenient  buiMings  for  our  courtitn^'^ 
the  collection  of  tbe  revenue,  and  thus  give  eni[)IoyiKDi 
to  the  <•  industrious  poor,"  than  at  once  to  dimisistal» 
tariff  so  materially  as  to  prevent  any  spfwopristiosi » 
those  important  and  highly  beneficial  objects? 

Ifi  after  these  cxpendituK*,  it  is  still  found  tint 
have  more  money  than  we  know  bow  lo  spend,  ki 
adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  President,  whovf^ 
Much  good,  in  my  judgment,  would  be  prodatt* 
by  prohibiting  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
actual  settlers,  at  a  resaonable  reduction  of  price, 
limit  tbe  quMiti^  which  shall  be  sold  to  then- 
though  it  is  believed  the  General  GovmnKst  etiC 
ou^ht  to  receive  any  thing  but  tbe  constitutional 
cy  in  exchange  for  the  public  lands,  that  point  wwy* 
of  less  importance  if  the  lands  were  sold  for  iB)i»ni>^ 
settlement  and  cultivation.    Indeed,  there  is  ^"'^^ 
mischief  arising  out  of  our  present  land  syitero,     ,  ^ 
the -accumulating  surplus  of  revenue,  which  vcU 
be  remedied  at  once  by  a  restriclion  on  Isnd  sale* 
tual  settlersi  and  it  promises  other  advantsgea  lo'*' 
country  in  gennal,  and  to  Ihe  new  Slates  P"'^~y 
which  cannot  fail  to  receive  the  moat  profbund  comn"* 
ation  of  Congress." 

By  restricting  tbe  sales  of  public  lands  to  Mtuiljt^ 
tiers,  we  shall  prohibit  that  wild  specutetloa  «>|<f'' "J 
been  carried  on  for  some  line  in  Wcticm  l>iM  *" 
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which  muBt  inevitably,  if  penistcd  in,  do  easential  inju-  I 
ry  to  the  new  Statei.  ir  actual  settlera  alone  are  per-  i 
mitted  to  purchase  the  public  lands,  the  country  will  ; 
have  the  advantage  of  an  industrious,  enterprising  popu- 
lationt  but,  «•  it  now  ts,  every  eligible  aituation,  all  the  i 
beat  iocatiou,  are  aeleetcd  by  apecuktoni  end  if  a  poor  i 
man  wiabei  to  purchaie  a  home  for  hinuelf  and  family,  i 
he  must  buy  oi  those  who  have  been  beforehand  in  ob>  i 
taining  all  the  choice  lands  in  the  vicinity. 

The  vait  amount  of  twenty-four  millions  has  been  re- 
ceived the  present  year  from  our  public  lands)  and  it  it 
evident  that,  if  we  refuse  to  sell  them  to  any  but  actual 
aettlers,  but  ^  small  sum  will  accrue  from  that  aouroe 
the  next  year,  ir,  therefore,  the  true  policy  of  the  Oor- 
ernment  be  to  reduce  the  receipt!  of  the  national  Treaa- 
ury  to  its  expenditures,  I  would  certainly  prefer  the  sug- 

Seation  of  the  President  in  relation  to  our  hinds,  than  to 
isturb  the  country  by  an  agitation  at  the  present  time 
of  the  tariff,  which  was  so  satiafactorily  adjusted  by  the 
eompromiae  bill  of  1833. 

Should  it,  however,  be  found  absolutely  neceuary  to 
take  up  the  subject  of  the  (ari^  and  thoroughly  examine 
U  in  bU  its  bearings,  I  will  not  rMM  my  voice  against  it. 
All  that  I  ask,  as  a  Fennsylvanian,  ia,  that  the  btit  inter* 
ests  of  my  native  State  shall  not  be  the  firat  at  which 
the  blow  shall  be  aimed.  If  grain,  iron,  and  coal,  are  to 
be  deprived  of  protection,  let  us  examine  whether  other 
protected  artklea  ahali  not  share  the  aame  fate.  I  am, 
therefore,  opposed  to  the  original  resolution,  as  well  as 
the  araendmenla,  ud  hope  they  may  ill  be  rejected. 

Ur.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  aaid  that,  ss  the  ques- 
tion immediately  before  the  House  was  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  proposing  to  include  the  article  of 
"  sugar,"  it  was  his  wish  to  offer  a  few  observations. 
But,  by  way  of  testing  the  sense  of  the  House,  he  would 
move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  tablet  which  mo- 
tion prevailed. 

So  the  resolution  and  amcndmeDts  were  Uid  on  the 
table. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

The  flouse  took  up  for  consideration  the  motion, 
heretofore  made  by  Mr.  Pabksb,  to  print  five  thousand 
extra  copies  of  the  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  ihe  United  SUtes  for  the  year  1835. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  be  believed  Ibis  was  an  unusual  mo- 
tion. He  had  never  opposed  the  printing  of  an  extra 
number  of  a  document,  if  it  were  important  that  it  should 
be  spread  before  the  people.  But  this  document,  in 
the  first  place,  was  of  very  considerable  size;  and  it  was 
ft  new  thing,  he  believed,  though  he  was  not  certain, 
and*  if  in  error,  the  gentleman  who  made  the  motion 
[Hr.  PjiExaa]  could  correct  him,  to  print  an  extra  num- 
ber of  this,  which  was  an  annual  document.  He  believ- 
ed it  to  be  unusual,  if  not  unexampled.  Now,  although 
lie  believed  the  document  to  be  important,  and  although 
it  was  extremely  proper  that  it  should  be  in  the  posses- 
aion  of  every  member  of  Congress,  and  that  it  should  be 
faithfully  studied  and  reflected  on  by  them,  yet  it  did 
not  appear  to  him  to  be  a  document  of  much  use  to  cir- 
culate numerously  among  the  people.  The  people,  in 
fact,  might  derive  very  little  infonnation  from  it.  There 
was  in  that  document  a  general  summary,  in  the  space 
of  one  or  two  pages,  containing  the  amount  of  receipts 
ftnd  expenditures,  which  it  would  be  proper  to  circulate 
among  the  people,  and  which,  he  beneved,  waa  usually 
done  every  year.  But  he  could  not  vote  for  this  motion, 
unless  some  reason  waa  given  for  a  proceeding  so  un- 
usual) althot^h  he  did  not  know  that  he  bad  ever  before 
opposed  tha  printing  <tf  an  extra  number.  Generally 
weaking,  he  was  in  favor  of  going  to  this  expense;  he 
thought  it  a  wcll^leaerved  expense.  But,  in  the  pres- 
ent iDstuce,  the  expense  would  not  only  be  heavy  at 


the  present  time,  but  it  waa  unexampled)  and,  if  done 
now,  he  took  it  for  granted  it  would  be  done  every 
year  hereafter.  He  thought  it  waa  a  document  which 
was  particularly  prepared  for  the  use  of  members  of 
Congress.  As  such,  it  was  very  important)  and,  as 
■uoh,^  it  should  be  supplied  in  aufBdent  numbers  to  give 
the  dtlzeos  all  neeesaary  information.  But  it  was  not  a 
document  usually  eircumted  in  large  numbers  among 
the  people,  nor  one  which  would  be  productive  of  any 
beneficial  effects  if  it  was  so  urculated.  He  hoped  the 
gentlemen  from  New  Jersey  could  give  some  suflSeicnt 
reason  why  his  motion  should  be  sgreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKER,  in  defence  nf  bis  motion,  replied  that 
it  waa  very  imputant,  in  his  opinion,  that  Ihe  document 
should  be  freely  eirealated  among  Ihe  people,  because 
it  showed  the  distmnements  of  the  public  money  from 
time  to  time.  It  showed  to  the  people  what  had  beeome 
of  the  money  which  had  been  raised  by  means  of  im- 
posts, tsxes,  snd  the  receipts  of  public  Isnds.  It  show- 
ed in  what  manner  the  trust  reposed  in  Congress,  for 
the  disposition  of  the  public  money,  had  been  ezeeotedi 
it  showed  what  bad  become  of  that  money,  to  whom  it 
,  was  applied,  and  for  what  purposes.  He  was  willing, 
if  any  gentleman  proposed  II,  to  submit  to  a  modification 
of  his  motion,  so  far  as  concerned  the  number  of  copies. 
But  he  hoped  the  House  would  support  him  in  his  en> 
deavors  to  have  some  extra  copies  printed. 

And  the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tivet  Ayes  53,  noes,  84;  So  the  motion  wu  rejected. 

AMOUNT  OP  DUTIES. 
The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  HorraxAw 
on  the  same  day,  was  taken  up: 

Saotvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House  the  amount  of  du- 
ties collected  uponsalt  in  the  years  1834, 1835,  and  1836, 
as  far  sa  it  can  be  estimated. 

klr.  McKIM  moved  to  add  the  words  "  and  coal*'  after 
the  word  "  salt{*'  which  Ur.  HUNTSMAN  accepted  aa 
a  modification. 

Mr.  UcKAY  suggested  a  further  modiflcatton,  so  as  to 
embrace  a  call  for  the  whole  amount  of  duties  received 
upon  every  article  of  foreign  imports  for  the  last  four 
years.  Mr.  HcK.  moved,  as  a  substitute,  the  following: 
Baolvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause  to 
be  prepared,  for  the  use  of  this  House,  aa  soon  ss  conve- 
nient, a  tabular  statement,  showing  the  nett  amount  of 
revenue  receivable  from  customs  for  the  last  four  yeara^ 
distinguishing  the  amount  received  in  each  year. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee would  accept  this  as  a  modification,  for  it  was  of 
vast  importsnce  at  thia  time  to  have  Ibe  inquiry  extended. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  accepted  the  substitute  as  a  modifi- 
cation. 

Mr.  PICKENS  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  if  he  meant  the    gross"  or  *•  nett"  revenue. 
Mr.  McKAY  replied,  the  "nett." 
Mr.  PICKENS  remarked  that  it  would  be  scarcely 
possible  to  procure  such  a  return. 

Hr.  HcK  AY,  by  consent  of  the  original  meter,  modi- 
fied the  resolution  by  retaining  both  words,  "  nett  and 
gross.'* 

Mr.  GlIXBT  said  he  would  suf^at  to  the  gentlennan 
i   from  Tennessee,  to  ask  only  for  the  gross  amount  of 
revenue  on  such  articles,  as  far  as  it  can  be  given.  As 
far  as  Ihe  great  cUuea  of  articles  were  concerned,  it 
would  be  easily  complied  with.     The  nett  revenue 
'    upon  the  aggregate  of  artiolea  could  be,  lie  presumed, 
soon  given.    But  it  would  be  impossible  to  furnish,  with 
accuracy,  the  nett  revenue  on  each  article  in  detail.  It 
would  be  easy  .to  furnish  the  amount  of  revenue  at  a  un- 
■  gle  put,  and  the  expenses  of  collection,  and  the  amount 
I   of  drawback  thcreont  but  be  knew  of  no  way  in  which  a 
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correct  •pporttonment  of  tbe  fonner  eoald  be  mtde  up- 
on the  varioui  triicin  imported  there.  A  Wfco  may 
otramtofa  hundred  different  ftrticle**  paying  different 
ntet  of  dutifli.  He  wooM  wk  bow  the  chufiei  upon 
the  rerenne  could  be  ftpportioned  upoo  eieh?  It  ini|^t 
be  done  bo  u  to  approzimtte  to  the  truth,  but  nothing 
more.  Tbe  dnwbaelu  ptid  h«d  been  itited  u  ehftrgci 
'  upon  the  colleetion  of  revenue  from  the  customi^  and  bad 
led  manjr  gentlemen  into  error,  and  induced  ibem  to  be- 
lier*  thkt  the  czpentei  of  eolleotion  were  far  greater 
than  ihey  were  in  bet.  The  drewbeck  of  dotiea^  in 
fiwt,  furm  no  part  of  the  expenaee  of  eolleelion. 

Mr.  CAUBRELENO  thought  the  gentlemin  from 
South  Carolina  and  his  own  eolTeagae  bid  miaapprebend* 
ed  what  waa  meant  by  the  term  "netl"reTenue.  The 
nett  revenue  waa  tbe  difference  between  the  amount  of 
the  groM  revenue  upon  the  whole  article  of  importa 
from  abroad  and  that  of  the  drawbacb  upon  the  aame 
•rtielei  and  one  atalemeot  oonld  be  furnidied  by  (be  See- 
rttarjr  of  the  Treaauty  aa  well  at  tbe  other.  It  had 
DOthii^  to  do  wHh  (he  expenaea  of  colleetion. 

Ur.  GILLGT  aaid  be  thought  hit  colleague  waa  in 
error  on  thia  aubjeet.  It  aeented  to  him  that  tbe  nett 
revenue  waa  the  amount  received  over  and  above  all  ex- 
penses of  collection.  This,  he  thought,  was  the  ordi- 
nary aeceptatioo  of  the  expreaaion.  He  believed  bia 
memory  did  not  mialead  him  when  b«  ataled  that  (bii 
was  the  undenUnding  of  it  at  tbe  Treasury.  He  recol- 
lected (bat  in  a  document  communicated  to  tbta  Honae, 
relstii^  to  the  compensation  of  cuatom-bouae  officera,  it 
had  been  ao  understood.  The  nett  revenue  atated  in 
(bat  document  was  the  balance,  after  deducting  the  ez- 
pensea  of  collection  and  drawbacks.  The  Utter,  be 
thought,  in  fRCt,  formed  no  part  of  the  ezpenae^  (hongb 
heretofore  so  staled.  He  wouM  auggest  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  10  altered  as  to  require  the  grnaa  revenue,  and 
(he  amount  of  drawback  on  eadi  article.  Thia  would 
give  what  all  wanted.  Alt  agree  In  tbe  object  ol  ob. 
tainiiig  the  information.  Unless  we  put  it  in  this  ahape, 
we  could  not  ezpect  to  have  the  resolution  answered 
suffieienily  early  to  be  of  any  aervice  to  ua  this  aeasion. 
By  this  reaolulion  we  shall  obtain  information  in  a  con- 
denied  form,  which  it  now  somewhat  acattered  in  the 
documenia  annually  laid  upon  our  tablet. 

Hr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  moved  that  (he  House 
adjourn. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya. 

which  were  not  orderedt  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was 

decided  in  the  negitive;  Yeas  60,  naya  63. 

The  queatinn  a^ain  recurring  on  the  above  reaolution, 
Mr.  CAMBRELBNG  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 

**  nett,**  and  insert  the  words  *•  together  with  the 

amount  of  drawbacka  upon  each  articlei"  which  Mr. 

HUNTSMAN  accepted  as  a  modifieitioniandthereaolti- 

tloD,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

GEOLOGICAL  BECONNOI3SANCE. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Hr.  HiHOsasoir 
on  (he  30th  instant,  waa  then  taken  up: 

Reaotvtd,  I'hat  5,000  copies  of  the  Senate  document 
No.  333,  entitled  '<  Report  of  a  Geological  Reconnorssanee 
made  in  1835,  from  the  seat  of  Government,  by  the  way 
of  Green  Bay  and  the  Wisconsin  Territory,  to  the  Coteau 
De  Prairie,  by  G.  W.  Fealheratonhaugh,  United  Slates 
geologist,"  be  prinied  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  Ibii 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  resolution  was  modified  by 
the  addition  of  the  f(>llowing  words:  "  under  tbe  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Featherslonbaugh." 

Mr.  PARKER  objected  to  the  reaolution,  unless  some 
gentleman  would  give  good  reasons  for  its  adoption. 

Hr.  G.  LEE  said  he  bad  voted  uniformly  for  motions 
to  print  tbe  public  doeumentai  the  people  were  entitkd 


to  the  knowledge  of  all  the  proeeedinga  of  (he  Govern- 
mrnli  they  deaire  thia  knowledge,  and  he  had  aecn  no 
document  which  wh  not  proper  and  useful  for  tbe  pe» 
pic  to  read  and  disBusa. 

The  gentlemM  from  New  Jersey  aaks  who  wants  (he 
document — who  will  read  it>  and  ezpreases  an  opinion 
that  not  one  in  one  hundred  thoumnd  will  read  it.  I  wlH 
infcvm  the  gentleman  that  several  acientific  gentlemen 
have  written  to  me  for  copies.  1  have  this  day  applied  at 
the  document  office  fur  them,  and  am  inHnrmed  that  not 
a  stngle  copy  remalna.  Tbe  aubjeet  of  the  geidogy  of 
our  country  la  an  interesting  subject  to  all  chases,  snd 
especially  the  geology  of  our  wide-spread,  hitherto  as* 
ezplored  regionst  and  1  believe  the  very  reverse  of  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jeraey  would  be 
nearer  tbe  truth.  I  believe  that  not  one  in  one  bao- 
dred  thousand  of  the  reading  community  would  fn\  to 
read  it  if  ihey  had  the  document)  and  I  believe,  moreover, 
that  the  printing  and  the  distribution  by  Congress  ta  the 
most  convenient  and  the  clieapest  mode  of  rtimrminii 
ting  information  that  can  be  deviaed. 

The  question  on  the  resolution,  aa  modified,  waa  then 
taken,  and  the  vote  being  ayea7l,  noes  47— no  quorum — 
Mr.  PARKER  moved  that  tbe  Houaeadjoum:  Loat,  64 
to  65. 

Mr.  OWENS  moved  to  lay  tbe  reaolution  on  (betabk: 
Loat,  without  a  count. 

Mr.  BELL  wiahed  to  know  if  Ihia  work  had  been  ex- 
amined by  any  one  competent  to  jadge  of  ita  meritai  Ibr 
they  had  often  ordered  books  to  be  printed  whidi  tur» 
ed  out  to  be  worthleas.  He  moved -that  the  reaolutioa 
be  referred  to  ilte  Committee  on  tbe  Library. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  accepted  thia  as  a  modtficatiao; 
and,  to  modified,  the  reaolution  waa  agreed  to. 
Ttie  House  then  adjourned. 

TutaOAT,  DiCIMBKB  37. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  following  meaaage,  in  writing,  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  bv  tbe  banda  of  hia 
private  aecreUry,  A>deiv  JioKSoa,  Jr.,  Baq. 
7b  tkt  Smote  and  Ihute  o^  ^pretmlativea  of  Me  CStifstf 
Slateg  of  Jlmericoi 
By  the  second  section  of  the  act,**  to  eatabrisb  tbe  north- 
,  ern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide 
for  the  admiaaion  of  tbe  Stale  of  Michigan  into  the  Union, 
upon  the  eonditiona  therein  ezpressed,*'  approved  June 
I5ih,  1836,  the  constitution  and  State  Government  which 
the  people  of  Michigan  had  formed  for  themselves  waa 
ratified  and  confirmed,  and  the  State  of  Michigan  declar- 
ed to  be  one  of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  snd  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  tti« 
original  Slates,  but  on  the  ezpress  condition  that  tbe 
sard  Slate  should  consist  of,  and  have  jurisdiction  over, 
all  the  territory  included  within  certain  boundariea  de- 
scribed in  ihe  act,  and  over  none  other.  It  was  further 
enacted,  by  the  third  section  of  tbe  same  law,  that,  aa  a 
oompliance  with  the  fundamental  condition  of  admission, 
the  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  aa  thus  descri- 
bed, declared,  and  eslabliahed,  ahouid  "receive  the  as- 
sent of  a  convention  of  delegates,  elec'ed  by  the  people 
of  said  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the  aasent 
therein  required;  that,  as  soon  as  such  assent  should  be 
given,  the  President  of  (he  United  States  ahould  an- 
nounce Ihe  same  by  proclamationt  and  that,  thereupon, 
and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress, the  admiaaion  of  tbe  Stale  into  tbe  Union,  aa  ooe 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  should  be  eonwdered 
aa  complete,  and  her  Senatora  and  Bepreeentativco  la 
the  Congress  of  the  United  SUtea  entitled  to  lalce  their 
seats  without  furtlier  ilelay. 
In  tbe  mooih  of  Norcnber  hit,  I  meircd  a  eooum- 
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nicKtion,  enelotinp  the  officiml  prooMdingt  of  a  conven- 
tion uaerobled  tX  Ann  Arbor,  in  Miehigtii,  on  tbc  36tb 
of  September,  1836,  til  which  are  herewith  Uid 
before  you.  It  will  be  teen,  bjr  theie  papert*  (hat 
tbe  conrention  therein  referred  to  waa  elected  by  the 
people  of  Michigan,  parauant  to  an  act  of  the  State  Le< 
gidature,  paaied  on  the  25th  of  July  last,  io  conie- 

Suencfl      the  aboTe<inentioned  act  of  CongreMi  and 
lat  it  declinfd  giving  ils  aaient  to  tin  fundamental  con- 
dition prescribed  by  Congress,  and  rejected  the  same. 

On  the  24th  instant,  the  accompsnying  paper,  with 
its  enclosure,  containing  the  proceedings  of  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  subsequently  elected,  and  held 
in  tbe  Stale  of  Hiehigun,  was  presented  to  me.  By 
these  paper*,  which  are  >Uo  herewith  submitted  for  your 
consideration,  it  appears  that  elections  were  held  in  all 
the  oountiea  of  the  State  except  two,  on  the  5th  and  6th 
daya  of  December,  instant,  for  tbe  porpoae  of  electing  a 
convention  of  delegates  to  give  (he  assent  required  by 
Congreasi  that  the  delegates  then  elected  assembled  in 
convention  on  the  14th  day  of  December,  initsnt)  and 
that  on  the  following  day  the  assent  of  the  body  to  the 
fundamental  condition  above  atated  was  formally  given. 

Tbia  latter  convention  was  not  held  or  elected  by  vir- 
tue of  any  act  of  the  Territorial  or  Slate  Ijegislalurei  it 
originated  n>om  the  people  themselves,  and  was  chosen 
by  them  in  pursuance  of  resolutions  adopted  in  primary 
assemblies,  held  in  the  respective  counties.    The  act  of 
Congress,  however,  does  not  prescribe  by  what  authority 
the  convention  shall  be  ordered,  or  tbe  time  when  or 
the  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  chosen.    Had  these  lat. 
ter  proceedings  come  to  me  during  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, I  abonn  therefore  have  felt  it  my  duty,  on  being 
Mtlafied  that  they  emanated  from  a  eonveation  of  dele* 
gates  elected  in  point  of  bet  by  the  people  of  (he 
State,  for  the  purpoiB  required,  to  have  issued  my  pro- 
clamation thereon,  as  provided  by  law.    But  as  the 
authority  conferred  on  the  President  was  evidently  given 
to  htm  under  the  expectation  thai  the  assent  of  the  con- 
vention might  be  laid  before  him  daring  the  recess  of 
Congress,  and  to  avoid  the  delay  of  a  postponement 
until  the  meeting  of  that  body,  and  aa  tbe  eircumatonces 
which  now  attend  the  case  are  in  other  respects  peeu- 
liar,  and  auch  as  could  not  have  been  foreseen  when  the 
act  of  June  15,  1836,  was  passed,  I  deem  il  moat  agree- 
able to  the  intent  of  that  lav,  and  proper  for  other  rea- 
sons, that  the  whole  subject  should  be  submitted  to  the 
decision  of  Congress.  Tbeimportanceofyourearlyaction 
upon  it  is  too  obvioua  to  need  KmarV. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WASHiitaToir,  Deeember,  1836. 

The  measwe,  having  been  read,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr, 
CRAIO,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary, 
and,  with  the  accompanying  documents  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PROTECTION  OF  SEAMEN. 
Mr.  CAHBRELEN6  offered  tbe  rollowingresolulion: 
Haebted,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
Rtructed  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  all 
laws  authorisit^  proteetiom  to  be  inued  to  American 
seamen. 

Mr.  C.  briefiy  explained  the  object  of  this  resolution. 
He  said  it  was  matter  of  surprise  that  these  laws  had  not 
been  repealed  before  Uiis  time.  In  tbe  early  M^ea  of 
our  Goremment,  In  tbe  infancy  of  our  dangers,  such 
laws  were  necessary.  But  now  the  time  had  arrived 
when  the  flag"  of  our  country  was  in  itself  a  sufficient 

ftrotection.     The  American  seamen  were  taxed  heavily 
or  the  payment  of  these  protections,  and  no  necessity, 
he  ihouipht,  existed  for  thetr  continuance. 

Mr.  PARKER  was  umleralood  to  oppose  the  object  of 
(he  rciolution,  on  the  ground  thai  there  were  many  cbk* 


in  whioh  tueh  proteefioni  were  iodiipensablet  sudi,  for 
instance,  aa  shipwreck. 

Mr.  McKEON  hoped  (hat  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  would  yield  his  objections.  It  was  merely  for  in- 
quiry,  and  he  trusted  that  the  House  would  not  oppose  a 
proposition  which  made  an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of 
relieving  a  highly  deserving  class  of  our  citizens  from  an 
onerous  tax. 

Mr.  PARKER  said  be  would  not  oppose  tbe  adoption 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  said  that  he  should,  at  a  proper 
time,  object  to  any  alteration  in  the  law  referred  to.  it 
had  been  adopted  with  a  view  to  increase  the  number  of 
American  seamen.  The  resolution,  like  many  others 
submitted  to  this  House,  looked  to  an  existing  evil,  snd 
took  the  present  year  as  a  standard  for  years  to  come. 
Tbe  law,  aa  it  now  stood,  served  to  incresse  the  number 
of  our  seameBt  the  resolution,  to  bis  mind,  looked  to  a 
decrease. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENG  could  not  understand  how  tbe 
removal  of  an  actual  existing  uz  upon  seamen  waste 
decrease  their  number.  In  bis  opinion,  tbe  tax  ought  to 
be  abolished.  If  the  Committee  on  Commerce  should 
see  any  reason  why  it  should  be  continued,  be  would 
yield  his  own  opinion  to  that  eommittee.  Re  wished  to 
refer  it  to  them  simply  as  a  matter  of  inquiry.  So  far  as 
he  had  himself  examined  the  subject,  and  from  the  in- 
formation he  hsd  collected  from  sources  where  the  sub- 
ject ought  to  be  best  understood,  he  was  decidedly  of 
opinion  (hat  the  law  ought  to  be  abolished. 

Mr.  6ILLET  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass,  but 
suggested  to  Hr.  Caxbrkuxo  so  to  enlsi^  the  reso- 
lution as  to  instruct  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex* 
pediency  of  abolidiiiw  the  ^s. 

Hr.  CAHBRELENG  seeepted  the  modiacation. 
Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  was  very  glad  tlie  proposition  bad 
been  madet  that  he  hoped  the  subject  would  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  that  they  would 
consider  it  in  all  its  aspects,  and  present  a  report  on 
which  (he  House  might  act  with  deliberation,  it  was  a 
great  and  important  change  whi^  was  proposed  to  be 
made  in  the  condition  of  tbe  ItameD  of  the  United 
States.  He  had  said  it  waa  a  great  and  important  chaogei 
great  and  important  in  the  present  state  of  thingo,  and 
which  might  become  much  more  important  from  day  to 
day  by  a  change,  not  in  our  own  condition,  but  in  that 
of  other  nations.  He  had  hisdoub's,  therefore,  whether 
this  resolution  was  not  too  extensive.  If,  however,  a 
report  was  lasde  by  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce,  they 
would  present  dieir  views  fully  on  the  subject.  He  had 
bis  doubts  whether  it  was  expedient  to  repeal  all  the  laws 
for  the  proteotioa  of  American  seamen.  He  doubled 
very  much  whether,  even  in  a  state  of  peace,  American 
seamen  ought  not  to  be  furnished  with  some  document 
or  paper,  oanalituting  their  national  character,  which 
should  protect  then  over  the  surlace  of  the  globe.  He 
did  not  Know  but  that,  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
world,  American  seamen  might  cross  over  the  oceaa 
without  any  serious  danger  from  wanting  such  adocu. 
menti  but  inasmuch  as  tliey  had  been  possessed  of  such  a 
document  for  mnre  than  forty  year?,  he  had  some  hesita- 
tion in  abolishing  it  allogether,  lest  thereby  that  very 
useful  and  important  class  of  men  should  lose  tbe  pro- 
tection which  was  afforded  them  by  that  document, 
when  disunt  from  their  country. 

The  world,  or  at  lea&t  the  United  Stales,  hsd  been  at 
peace  for  upwards  of  twenty  yesrsj  and  there  might  be 
gentlemen  in  that  House  a  ho  did  not  know  what  Was  the 
origin  of  the  protection  which  it  was  now  proposed  to 
take  away.  It  originated  in  the  practice  of  impressment 
by  the  British  Government  in  time  of  wart  the  practice 
of  taking  out  of  all  vessels  ever^r  sesmen  whom  the  offi. 
cersof  the  Britidi  armed  ships  m>ght  think  proper  to  con- 
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skier  ft!  ft  Britiih  mbjeet.  The  United  Stitet  had  en- 
dured this  nfttionfti  'mdignity,  ftnd  our  Bctmen  hftd  en- 
dured this  hesfy  ftffliction,  for  ft  period  of  five-and- 
twenty  yean,  duringf  k1)  the  wart  of  the  French  revcriu- 
tion;  and  alt  these  laws  hftd  been  founded  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  the  British  Govemtnent,  hf  wbieb,  from  the  mo- 
ment it  entered  upon  or  projected  n  wir,  tiie  Kii^.  by  an 
order  of  council,  authorized  his  officers  on  the  sea  lo 
lake  British  seamen  wherever  they  were  to  be  found, 
without  regard  to  their  condition,  without  regard  to  their 
rights,  and  without  regard  to  the  engagements  by  which 
they  might  be  bound.  This  order  of  the  British  council 
was  not  legal,  even  in  Engbuidt  in  time  of  pcaoei  but 
the  King,  by  his  prerofativei  had  the  fiover  of  making 
wari  and  whenever  he  projected  any  thing  like  boatilities 
•gainst  anolbpr*  nation,  from  thet  moment  an  order  of 
council  was  i'lsued  to  take  British  seamen,  wherever  tliey 
were  to  be  found,  from  all  American  vessels.  Hy  this 
order,  for  twenty-five  years,  every  seaman  whom  the  of- 
ficer sent  to  search  or  examine  our  vessels  chose  to  con- 
Bider  as  a  British  subject  was  taken,  and  the  only  check 
or  counteracting  influence  ever  cnj<^ed  by  the  United 
States  was  this  very  same  proleelion  whidi  it  was  now 
proposed  to  take  away.  It  was  introduced  as  an  expe- 
dient for  saving  native  American  citizens,  or  naturalized 
American  citizens,  from  being  taken  away  in  this  manner, 
and  impressed  on  board  the  Uritish  ahips  of  war,  lo  serve 
the  King  of  England  for  an  indefinite  length  of  timci  to 
expose  tbeir  lives  in  his  wars,  and  to  be  entirely  depri- 
ved of  that  protection  which  their  country  owed  them. 
Now,  he  hoped  that,  if  the  resolution  pamed,  and  was 
considered  by  the  committee,  tbey  would  conwder  it 
with  very  serious  reference  to  this  state  of  thingsi  and 
thst,  if  all  (he  laws  of  protection  were  to  be  repealed, 
they  would  provide  some  substitute  by  which  the  Amer- 
ican seaman  should  still  be  protected.  He  bnped  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Hr. 
Cakshblvho]  to  take  from  the  KMmm  the  actual  pro- 
tection of  bit  country. 

(Mr.  CMBUtzno  explained  that  the  role  dPequi- 
page,  which  every  nteler  of  a  veasel  took  from  the  cus- 
tom-house, was  a  sufiTlient  protection  to  the  sailor  when 
on  the  ocean.  Ite  did  not  see  that  any  American  seaman 
could  require  a  greater  protection.  The  law  of  the  land 
expressly  providtd  that  no  seaman  should  be  discharged 
a  broad;  on  that  score,  therefore,  there  was  no  difficulty. 
It  was  not  his  design  lo  take  away  any  protection  from 
aeamenf  lie  wished  only  to  relieve  them  from  a  grievous 
tax,  if  it  could  be  done  wtlboul  impairing  any  important 
prindple.} 

Mr.  Asms,  in  continuation,  said  it  had  not  been  his 
intention  when  he  rose  to  oppose  the  resolution,  nor  did 
he  mean  now  to  oppose  ilj  but  he  did  mean  to  remind 
the  House  that  a  proposition  thus  made  was  a  proposition 
involving  a  question  of  peace  and  wart  tn^  wsi  a  ques- 
tion of  peace  and  war  with  no  less  a  Power  than  Great 
Britain;  am)  he  hoped  tliat  the  committee  would  view 
tlie  subject  with  reference  to  that  rWe  d'equipage  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  declared  to  be  a  sufficient 
protection.  Did  not  that  gentleman  know  that  ihrre 
was  not  an  officer  in  tlie  Brilish  service  wliu  wouM  look 
upon  it  as  any  more  than  a  piece  of  waste  paper?  Iftlie 
order  of  council,  autborizing  this  impreasment  of  Mamen 
were  issued  to-morrow,  and  it  infallibly  would  be  iiwed 
in  case  Great  Britain  was  arniycd  against  any  maritime 
Power — against  France,  Russia,  Sweden,  Urnmnrk,  ur 
finv  other  Power — I  ask  the  gentlemar.  what  good  hia 
role  tTequipage  would  do  to  protect  an  Americin  citizen, 
native  or  otherwiEe,  af^ainst  ihat  order.'  It  would  be  no 
proteclion  at  all.  But  the  British  officers  would  ransack 
every  vessel  of  the  ocean,  and  would  take  out  every 
able-bodied  man  whom  they  chose  to  say  was  a  BritiUi 
nibject.   And  what  wvuld  we  do?   We  would  rcmon- 


atratei  we  would  instruct  our  minister  in  England  to  re- 
monstratet  and  we  would  cavil  and  quarrel  aa  we  did 
twenty-Bve  years  ago;  and,  finally,  we  would  come  to  a 
war.  That  was  the  cause  of  the  wart  there  never  would 
have  been  a  war  but  for  that  cMise;  it  was  a  war  bb  rightp 
eons  u  wu  enr  wwed  on  the  ftce  of  ibe  e«ib|  and, 
much  ai  he  kbhunred  war  upon  enrlbt  he  hoped  it  woulA 
come  in  lesa  than  twenty-five  wmAa,  if  n  aeannn  Aemid 
ever  again  be  taken  out  of  nn  Anwriean  veael.  That 
was  the  cause  of  the  war. 

Twenty-two  years  had  now  elapsed,  during  which,  in 
time  of  peace,  the  United  States  had  been  constantly 
endcavoriiw  to  settle  this  matter  with  Greet  Brttiin*  ud 
had  never  been  able  lo  do  so.  The  United  States  bad 
made  war,  and  had  been  obliged  to  make  penee»  wHboit 
remedying  the  evil.  Would  they,  then,  now  take  nwty 
this  protection  from  an  American  a^man,  not  perhaps 
very  necessary,  yet  it  might  be  very  proper  in  time  of 
peace'  Thia  was  a  proper  subject  for  inquiry  by  a  com- 
miilee.  But  he  wished  especially  to  caution  the  House 
agaimt  the  abolition  of  that  particular  protection,  with- 
out something  were  substituted  which  would  accure  Ute 
seaman  on  the  ocean.  As  to  the  fiees  which  the  srsima 
paid  for  the  protection,  he  (Ur.  A.)  would  vote  for  their 
abolition  at  this  time;  but,  under  the  color  of  relieving 
the  ssilor  from  that  trifle,  he  wu  not  willing  to  lake  from 
him  that  which  was  a  talisman  to  carry  him  safe  through 
the  world,  against  the  practice  of  the  British  Oovem* 
ment  (ftnd  he  did  not  wish  lo  bandy  words  or  to  qtuUfy 
the  truth)  of  seizing  seamen  upon  every  oecamon  to 
serve  the  British  King]  and,  under  the  pretence  that  be 
spoke  the  same  language,  taking  it  for  gramted  that 
every  stout  able-bodied  American  sesmu  was  a  Briiith 
subject.  He  wished  to  say  no  mor^  nor  did  be  wirii  to 
oppose  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CUSHINO  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  partic- 
ulir  purpose  of  opposing  the  adoption  of  the  resola- 
lion.  Indeed,  be  ibought  some  ioqairy,  upon  a  pmot 
closely  connected  with  the  present,  not  undesirable. 
He  referred  to  the  provision  of  the  law  requiring  the 
employment  in  the  merchant  service  of  aecriMn  pn> 
portion  of  American,  as  distinguished  from  foreign,  mar- 
iners. Owing  to  causes  not  immediate  only,  as  implied 
in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Klnide  lalutd^ 
[Mr.  PxAaci,]  not  temporary  only,  but  permanent  ia 
their  operation,  there  is  a  deficiency  of  seameo  for  tbc 
supply  of  our  mercantile  sa  well  as  our  military  OMiine. 
Not  only  does  the  difficulty  eust,  but  it  operates  one- 
qually  in  the  different  parts  of  the  United  State*.  At 
some  eustom-lKHises,  aa  be  (Mr.  C.)  had  had  occasion  to 
know  in  his  own  business,  there  is  more  rigor  in  the 
administration  of  the  law  in  this  respect,  in  others  less; 
which  gives  a  sensible  advantage  to  the  comsnerce  of 
those  porta  where  the  must  riberality  is  msnifeitcd.  R 
might  deserve  consideration  whether  some  relaxmtioa  of 
the  existing  laws  in  that  particular  may  not  be  proper 
'  and  expedient.  There  certainly  couM  be  no  serious  ob- 
jection to  liaving  the  subject  eittmined  by  a  committee. 

Hut  (Hr.  C.  said)  he  wished  to  object  most  dtstirtctly 
and  emphatically  to  the  reasons  with  which  the  ^ntle- 
man  from  New  York  [Mr.  CiXBBXLXire]  advocated  the 
passage  of  the  resulutiun.  He  entertained  views  the 
very  opposite  of  those  whidi  that  gentkmin  bnd  ex- 
pressed. 

The  gei.tleman  from  New  York  says  a  protectioa  is 
not  necesmry  to  the  seaman,  because  the  rok  tPegmp^ 
will  indicate  his  citizenship.  But  is  not  the  role  a  aecoMl- 
ary  piece  of  evidence  only,  made  up  from  the  protec- 
tinns  themselves^  And  what  foreign  officer,  then,  voold 
receive  the  role  as  conclusive  proof  of  the  cit>xensbip  of 
aity- individual  whose  name  happened  to  be  borne  upoo 
il?  Beside  which,  the  individual  needs  a  docunsent 
which  msy  accompany  his  person.   But  the  nk  cfv^M* 
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pog«  belongs  to  the  ahip.  Tb«  individutl  seaman  may 
De  diicharged.  His  contract  of  service  my  expire  in  a 
foreign  port.  The  ship  may  be  wrecked.  And  what, 
then,  becomes  of  his  protection^  Is  it  not  lelf-erident 
ttiat  he  should  hare  a  separate  doeument  to  prove  his 
citizenship,  to  aoeompany  himself  irhenrrer  he  nar'^tes 
the  »ea> 

But  Mr.  C.  had  a  still  graver  difference  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York.  He  [Mr.  CAKBSEuira]  seems 
to  think  there  ii  something  discreditable!  either  to  the 
country  or  the  individual,  in  the  fact  of  the  Utter  bearing 
a  protection.  Is  not  thia  a  moat  tritstaken  view  of  the 
subject>  I  heartily  rejoice,  (said  Mr.  Cvshiko,)  in  com- 
mon with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  a  series 
of  brilliant  naval  victories,  during  the  last  war,  has  vin- 
dicated the  honor  of  our  Btf;  in  this  matter;  and  I  trust 
we  shall  never  ceaae  to  mamtain  the  same  eontrovertf'' 
with  equal  decision  and  triumph.  But  is  It  dishonorable 
to  carry  a  protection?  By  no  means.  How  stands  the 
fact'  If  an  American  citizen  desires  to  travel  to  foreign 
countries,  he  sends  to  the  Department  of  State,  and, 
upon  proof  ofhis  citizenship,  obtains  a  passport;  ifaaea- 
mxn  desires  to  pass  on  the  ocean,  he  repairs  to  an  officer 
of  the  customs,  and  on  similar  proof  obtains  a  protection. 
Tiie  things  differ  in  name;  in  substance  they  are  one. 
tiich  of  them  is  a  certificate,  signed  by  some  ofBcer  of 
the  Government  authorized  by  law,  attesting  the  citizen- 
ship of  the  individual  named  and  described  in  the  docu- 
ment. Is  it  any  disgrace  to  the  United  States  to  give, 
or  the  citizen  to  receive,  such  a  document^  Surely  not. 
The  protection  is  to  the  mariner  at  sea  what  the  passport 
is  to  the  landsman  on  shore.  Am  I  (said  Hr.  C-)  dis- 
honored by  bearing  sach  a  document  in  fore^  lands  or 
Id  distant  aeaa  t  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  matter  of  pride, 
as  well  as  convenience,  that,  armed  only  with  a  paper 
bearing  the  sea!  of  the  United  States,  I  may  travel  the 
earth  over,  secure,  in  every  place,  of  the  protection  of 
the  ministers  of  my  country,  of  the  good-will  of  the 
functionaries  of  countries  allied  with  us,  and,  if  need 
be,  of  the  gtms  and  whole  public  fcroe  of  the  repub- 
lic to  vindicate  any  injury  aone  to  my  pemn?  That 
I  may  go  unharmed  throughout  the  world,  under  the 
magic  influence  of  the  broad  seal  of  the  United  States.' 

One  thing,  tn  this  connexion,  (Mr.  C.  said,)  deserved 
the  interposition  of  this  House.  The  landsman,  though 
probably  better  able  than  the  mariner  to  pay  for  his  pass- 
port,  obtained  it  from  the  Department  of  State  free  of 
cost.  The  seaman  ought  lo  have  his  free  of  cost.  The 
fee  paid  by  him  to  the  customs  for  his  protection  ought 
to  be  immediately  abolished,  and  then  the  situation  of  all 
citizens,  in  this  particular,  would  be  equal.  And  he 
should  insist,  if  the  resolution  was  to  fa*  adopted,  on- 
amending  it  to  this  effect. 

Mr.  CAHBRELBNG  expressed  his  astonishment  at 
what  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman,  [Hr. 
CoBHin.]  This  vasthe  first  time  be  (Mr.  C.)  had  even 
heard  that  protections  were  given  to  our  seamen  with  s 
view  to  their  convenience  when  on  (beir  travels  hi  for- 
eign countries. 

lie  must  express  his  astonishmeDt  at  the  pertinacity 
with  which  some  members  still  peraisted  in  holding  alle- 
Ifianee  to  the  British  flag.  The  protection  referred  to 
had  nothing  to  do  with  travelling  in  foreign  countries. 
Every  captain  of  ft  vessel  was  bound  by  the  law  to  pay 
three  months*  wagea  to  a  seaman  if  he  left  him  in  a  for- 
eign port,  if  in  an  island  where  there  was  no  consul  of 
ours  residing;  yet  a  captain  dare  not  leave  any  of  his 
hands,  because  the  owners  of  the  vessel  are  liable.  No 
protection  is  necessary  to  the  seamen  for  these  purposes, 
ftnd,  there  rore^i^tie  tax  imposed  upon  that  useful  class  is 
boih  odious  and  unnecessary.  That  tax  (Mr.  C.  ob- 
served) was  not  merely  twenW-flre  eenti^  as  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  [Hr.  Cvsuire}  had  statedi  on  the  cod- 
Vol.  ZIII.— r4 


trary,  it  was  more  than  a  dollar.  As  to  the  origin  which 
had  been  assigned  to  these  protections  by  the  honorable 
member  fiom  Massachusetts,  [Hr.  J.  Q.  Asaxs,]  Mr.  C. 
desired  that  our  flag  atone  should  be  a  proteetion  to  our 
seamen,  and  not  a  paltry  slip  of  paper,  for  which  they 
were  made  to  pay  an  onerous  and  odious  tax.  This  wu 
the  chief  cause  of  the  last  war,  namely:  that  our  flag  was 
not  itself  alone  a  sufficient  protection,  that  it  was  not 
sufficiently  respected.  But  as  to  whether  these  protec- 
tions could  operate  in  warding  oflT  the  calamity  of  war, 
Hr.  C.  ridiculed  the  idea.  He  (Mr.  C.)  must  beg  the 
honorable  gentleman's  pardon,  [Mr.  J.  Q.  Asass,]  but 
really  he  must  say  that  he  [Mr.  A.]  appeared  to  him  ever 
on  the  alert  to  watch  each  little  apecc  upon  the  horizon, 
and  make  it  out  as  if  it  were  a  cloud  portending  war;  he 
[Mr.  A.]  conid  see  nothing  before  bim  on  that  horizon 
but  war  and  blood.  These  laws  (Mr.  C.  said)  he  bsd 
thought  for  yean  past  were  unnecessary,  and  ought  to 
be  repealed;  he  hoped,  therefore,  they  would  be  totally 
aboli^ied. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  nto- 
lution  as  modffied,  and  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

EXECUTIVB  DEI'ARTHENTB. 

Mr.  TITiBs's  resolution  for  the  sppointment  of  a  select 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  different  de- 
psrtments.  together  with  Hr.  Paaftcs's  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  same  resolution,  were  the  first  thing  in  the 
orden  of  the  day. 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Hr.  CAMBREI^ 
ENQ  moved  thai  its  consideration  be  postponed  till 
Thursdsy  next,  in  order  to  Uke  op  several  bills  which 
he  deemed  of  great  importance. 

Hr.  DUKLAP  protested  against  the  further  postpone- 
ment of  a  decision  upon  the  resolution.  For  weeks  be 
had  wanted  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Hoase  to  the  bu- 
sinesB  of  bis  constituents,  when  its  proper  order  should 
bring  it  up;  and  be  was  against  interrupting  the  regular 
order  of  business  in  the  manner  proposed,  to  favor  any 
particular  bills  before  the  Hoose.  Here  was  a  resolution, 
be  said,  to  which  no  member  of  the  House  ought  to  ob- 
ject, and  least  of  all  ought  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion, which  had  been  attacked,  and  ought  to  court  in- 
quiry into  its  conduct,  to  resort  to  this  expedient  of  post- 
ponement to  prevent  action  upon  It,  &c. 

Mr.  CAMBRBI,ENO  repelled  the  charge  of  postpo- 
ning this  resolutiou  in  order  to  evade  the  question  of  in- 
quiry. Not  only  in  this,  but  in  the  last  session,  he  had 
voted  affirmatively  on  every  question  involving  an  inqui- 
ry into  the  affairs  of  Governmentj  the  only  object  he 
now  had  in  view  was  (he  public  benefit,  as  several  bills 
relating  to  appropriations  of  immediate  necessity  were 
waiting  to  be  passed.  If,  however,  (he  House  should 
seem  to  desire  it,  he  (Mr.  C.)  would  withdraw  his  molhm 
to  postpone. 

The  House  wss  proceeding  to  the  debate  upon  this 
resolution,  when 

Mr.  PICKENS  observed  that,  as  he  did  not  see  the 
honorable  mover  of  this  resolution  [Mr.  Wise]  in  his 
seat,  and  as  that  gentleman,  no  doubt,  would  be  anxious 
to  watch  the  progress  of  the  debate,  and  perhsps  might 
wish  to  make  a  reply  to  what  had  been  opposed  to  his 
resdution,  perhaps  it  would  be  according  to  parliament- 
ary use,  and  respectful  to  the  mover,  to  postpone  the  sub- 
ject until  bis  return.  He  therefore  moved  that  it  be 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  RARPEB,  Tuesday  next 
was  substituted,  it  being  doubtful  whether  Hr.  Wisi 
would  be  in  his  seat  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  BOON  hoped  the  conuderation  of  this  imporiant 
subject  would  not  be  postponed  another  hour)  for  if  it 
were  much  further  postponed,  it  would  be  too  late  in 
the  session  to  obtam  Uie  tnfonmtion  to  be  called  for. 
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The  QUMtionof  {Mttpooemcnt  wu  then  put)  and  a 
divMon  oeii^  called  rw,  there  ippeared  98  Tor  the  pott- 
pontment,  and  51  against  it.  So  the  further  conMcra- 
tion  (>r  the  aubject  wai  poilponed,  ami  aide  the  apeciBl 
order  of  the  day  for  Tue«day  next. 

THE  MINT  AND  COINAGE. 

The  Houae  then  again  rewlvcd  iiaetf  into  aConmiUce 
of  the  Whole  on  tlie  bill  oooeeming  the  miot^  (to  eonaol- 
idate  all  existing  and  fome  other  rrgulationa  concerning 
the  mint  and  coinage)— 

The  queation  being  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hikfh  to 
atrike  out  140  grains,  (ibe  propoaed  veight  for  the  new 
cent))  and  inaert  ib  lieu  of  it  168  graini,  (the  weight  of 
the  prcMDt  ccpt.) 

The  debate  on  thia  propoaii'ion  vaa  resamed*  in  which 
the  motion  was  oppoted  by  Mr.  CAMBRELENG  and 
Mr.  McKIM,  and  aupporied  by  Mr.  HARfER.  and  at 
more  length  and  with  great  eameatneaa  by  Mr.  ADAMS. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Habpib  waa  finally  agreed  to 
without  a  divlaioni  and  Mr.  ADAMS  then,  aa  the  aection 
had  been  amended,  withdrew  hii  motion  to  atrike  oat 
Ihe  aeeiion  reapecling  copper  coin. 

Mr.  HARPER  then  moved  fiirlherto  amend  the  bill  ao 
to  reduce  the  minimum  amount  of  gold  and  ailver  bul- 
lion receivable  at  the  mint  for  coniage  from  two  hundred 
to  one  hundred  dollar*;  in  aapport  of  which  be  made 
aome  cogent  obaervationa. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  made  no  oppontioD  to  Ulil  mo- 
tion. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to,  nm.  «on. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  ao  aa  to 
raiie  Ibe  propnaed  weight  of  "  the  dime,  or  tenth  part 
of  a  dollar,"  from  40  to  41i  grain*,  ao  aa  to  make  it  cor- 
respond in  weight  with  Ihe  weight  of  the  new  dollar, 
(413}  graina.)  Unleaa  thia  amendment  wai  made,  Mr. 
A.  aatd,  the  bill  would  include  the  abaurdity  of  .declaring 
that  the  tenth  part  of  413}  waa  40J  Mr.  A.  proteated. 
beiidea,  againat  thia  debaaement  of  the  dine,-  one  of  ihe 
moat  uaefuf  of  our  coina,  becauae  it  waa  entirely  at  war 
wilh  the  decimal  ayitem,  aa  well  aa  lending  in  practice 
to  introduce  confusion  into  the  currency. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  inclined  to  agree  In  the  propri- 
ety of  thia  amendment,  befng  aa  much  opposed  as  Ihe 
genllemao  from  Hasaachuaelts  to  depreciating  the  coin. 
Tbe  reduced  weight  had  been  introdoccd'into  the  bill  at 
the  tuggeetion  of  Ihe  director  of  the  mint,  from  a  desire 
that  these  coins  should  be  kept  in  circulation  by  being 
made  less  liable  to  be  exported  or  melted  up,  and  also  be- 
cause tbe  coinage  of  amsll  coint  waa  more  cxpenaire  to 
tbe  mint  than  of  the  large. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Aniva  was  agreed  to 
without  a  diviuon. 

Tbe  mint  hill  waa  then  lud  aaidei  and 

Ttie  bill  (before  the  same  committee)  for  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  the  auppresHon  of  Indian  hostili- 
ties waa  taken  up  and  read  through,  no  objection  being 
made  to  it. 

Botk  the  bill)  were  then  reported  to  the  Houaet  and 
the  amendments  to  the  mint  bill  were  immediately  taken 
up  for  eonnderation. 

The  qiieslion  being  on  concurring  in  tbe  amendment 
which  strikes  out  the  provision  making  cents  and  half 
centa  a  legal  tender  for  all  sums  less  than  a  dime,  it  waa 
opposed  by  Mr.  GlIXET,  who  maintained  that  if  the 
coin  was  made,  it  ought  to  be  a  legal  tender  to  some 
arooontt  if  for  no  more,  at  least  for  half  a  dime]  and  he 
made  a  motion  ao  to  amend  ihe  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  aug^ating  that  this  amendment  had 
been  introduced  on  the  motion  of  a  gentleman'  now 
absent,  proposed  on  that  ground  to  postpone  the  fiirther 
consideration  of  tbe  hill,  unless  gentlcaaeii  would  eon- 
sent  toM  the  bill  pass  as  amenoed. 


Mr.  Gimr's  opposition,  however,  was  overrokd  by 
the  Houset  and  the  amendment  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  waa  concurred  in  by  the  Houae:  Teas  86. 

Mr.  GiLLET  then  moved  tu  atrike  out  tbe  12tb  sec* 
tion,  (being  all  that  part  of  the  bill  which  eaubliabea  tbe 
weight  and  value  of  the  copper  coin.)  Tbe  noticm  was 
negatived,  without  a  count  t  and 

The  bill,  as  aaaendcd,  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrom- 
cd  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Indian  bostilitiea  appropriation  bill,  aa  well  as  tbe 
bill  making  appropriations  for  payment  of  tbe  revoln. 
tionary  pensionera,  were  then  also  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading;  and 

Tbe  House  adjourned. 


WKS»aoAT,  DicxsiBxn  38. 
POST  OFFICE  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  submitted  tbe  following: 

Ruelvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OfBoe  n& 
Post  Roada  inquire  into  the  neceauly  of  erecting  or  oth- 
erwise procuring  a  fire-proof  building  in  Ihe  dty  of 
New  York,  for  tbe  use  of  the  Post  Office  Depertment  as 
a  post  once. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  LEE  said  he  knew  well  the  impropriety  of  ap- 
pending an  argument  to  a  aubjecl-matter  on  reference 
10  a  committee  for  inquiry,  but  be  deaired  the  Houae  to 
indulge  him  in  aaying  a  few  words  in  this  case.  It  was 
known  to  this  House  that  ao  immense  correspondence  cea- 
tres  in  the  tity  of  New  Torki  the  amount  of  property 
enveloped  in  this  Correspondence  is  very  great — Ihe  baiA 
notes,  bills,  foreign  and  domestic,  executed  and  unexe- 
cuted contracts,  papera  emanating  from  the  courts  of 
judicature,  and  other  public  documenia — and  althoogk 
all  tn  trantiiuy  the  a^rgate  amount  always  at  rest  ■ 
that  office,  and  liable  to  con6agration,  ia  incalculable.  It 
ta  true  that  tbe  eomparalively  iaolated  position  ef  ibe 
preaent  ofUce  renders  it  more  safe  than  mnny^  other  loca- 
tions would  be,  but  by  no  means  secure. 

Mr.  Speaker,  from  causes  beyond  the  coDtrol  or  tbe 
guidance  of  the  people,lhat  city,  more  than  any  other,  ha 
auBered  by  firei  and  I  fear  the  appellation  of  "  tbe  dij 
of  fires,"  which  some  have  been  picaaed  to  style  it,  ii 
net  so  great  or  so  strained  a  misaonier  as  we  could  wiril 
it  to  be. 

1  compute  the  ownership  of  the  properly  in  that  of^ 
fice,  by  the  besi  data  within  my  reach,  to  be  about  one 
seventh  or  one  eighth  part  in  the  cilixens,  and  tbe  grrat 
balance  is  owned  by  the  people  of  all  the  Stalea,  fma 
Louisiana  to  Maine,  from  Missouri  to  Virginia.  TheloMof 
that  kind  of  property,  gentlemen  know  as  well  aa  1  de^ 
is  irreparable.  No  man  can  be  more  careful  or  rson 
faithful  than  Mr.  Coddington,  tlie  preaent  incumbci^ 
therei  but  no  care,  no  measures,  short  of  a  fire-ptoof 
building,  will  insure  security. 

The  resolution  was  ibea  ooDcorred  in. 

FOREIGN  CONSULS. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  submitted  tbe  following',  whid 
was  resd : 

Baohtd,  That  Ihe  Committee  on  Foreirn  AfTaira  'i» 
quire  into  Ibe  expedient  of  abtdishiog  Ibe  offices  ^ 
agent  of  claims  at  Paris  and  London. 

Mr.  V.  said  be  had  a  single  word  to  say  in  regard  is 
thia  resolution.  It  would  be  remembered  that  we  bad 
for  years  gone  on  and  paid  to  tiie  consuls  at  L^ondon  ani 
Paris  each  f3,000,  aa  agents  of  claims.  He  could  not 
learn  that  there  waa  any  law  in  tbe  alatate  book  to  cre- 
ate this  ofRce  of  agent  of  daima.  Altbougb  there  m^ay, 
originally,  have  baca  aone  American  citiaeni^  to  re- 
qtUre  sane  agency  from  the  eonsnis  at  Loaidoa  aad 
Pari%  yet  be  waa  not  aware  that  ttere  rmained  a^* 
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more  cltimi  lon^r  to  justify  this  ftlluwtnce.  At  all 
erent*,  be  wanted  the  thing  called  by  ila  right  name. 
If  you  aajr  you  wtW  allow  to  each  of  theae  conaula  ^.000 
per  year,  as  conauU,  b«  it  aoi  but  call  Ihem  not  agents 
of  claim*.  It  would  be  recollected  tlut  liat  year  we 
paaaed  an  act  for  the  relief  of  (he  conaul  at  Londoo,  by 
whidi  it  !■  aaid  that  about  93,500  ii  aniwally  to  be  al* 
lowed  to  him  for  office  rent,  clerk  hire,  fuel,  Slc.  Thia, 
in  addition  to  his  #2,000  aa  agent  of  claims,  and  his  feca 
of  office,  making  his  income  nearly  or  quite  equal  to 
that  of  your  resident  miniater.  lie  felt  it  his  duly  to 
esU  the  altention  of  the  Houee  to  this  subject. 

EXTENSION  OF  THE, PENSION  SYSTEM. 

Ur.  TAYLOR  aubnitted  the  following: 
Bmlved,  That  the  Committee  on  RcTohitionary  Fen- 
aions  be  tnstnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  tlie  tlitrd  section  of  the  act  entitled  <*  An  act 
granting  half  pay  to  widows  or  orphans,  where  their 
husbands  or  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  received  in  the 
militsry  senrice  of  the  United  Stales,  in  certain  cases,  and 
for  other  purpoaes,'*  approved  July  ^  1836,  to  as  to  ex- 
tend the  provisions  of  that  aection  to  all  widows  of  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the  Kevolution  whose 
husbands  were  entitled  to  a  penaion,  excepting  cases  of 
second  marrisge  after  the  termination  of  the  war. 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  T.  addressed 
(be  House  aa  follows: 

Mr.  Speakw;  Befbre  taking  the  quMtion  on  thii  rcso. 
lutioHi  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Hou^e  while  I  submit 
a  few  remarks.    I  had  prepared  a  resolution,  inatmeting 
the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ezlenf 
ing  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  those  widows  of  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  war  trf  the  Revolution  whose  marriage 
took  place  previous  to  the  close  of  the  war;  where* 
aa  the  act  of  the  last  session  gives  a  pen»ion  only 
to  those  widows  whose  marriage  took  place  previous 
to  the  expiratioM  of  the  last  term  of  miliury  aerviee 
of  their  busbaiidsi  but  liaving  received  some  com- 
munications upon  the  subject,  and  upon  further  re- 
flection, 1  have  been  induced  to  alter  it  in  the  man- 
ner as  now  presented.    I  have  done  so  from  a  deep 
conviction  that  if  there  ia  justice  or  propriety  tn  extend- 
ing the  penaion  system  to  the  widows  of  pensioners^  as 
now  provided  by  »w,  there  is  equal  justice  and  proprie- 
ty in  extending  it  in  the  manner  propoaedt  and,  indeed, 
air,  I  may  aay  there  would  be  great  injustice  in  withhold- 
ing it. 

The  act  which  it  is  proposed  to  amend,  I  believe, 
passed  without  opposition,  or  at  least  with  great  una- 
nimity. There  was  maoifeat  in  the  House  a  atrpng  dispo- 
sition to  extend  itie  penaion  system  to  the  aged  widows 
of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolutimt  and  1  am  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that,  if  more  time  bad  been  allowed,  more 
deliberation  beMowed  upon  the  aubjeol,  the  ac4  would 
tiol  have  been  aa  limited  in  its  proviaiona  aa  it  now  ts.  I 
believe  I  may  say,  without  fear  of  ctmtradiciion,  that  no 
legislation  by  Congress  meets  more  decidedly  and  cor- 
dially the  approbation  of  the  people  of  these  United 
States  than  doea  that  which  extends  the  liberality,  the  jits- 
tice,  of  (hia  nation  to  that  claw  who  yet  linger  among  us, 
and  who  were  participators  directly,  or  even  indirectly, 
in  the  privations,  the  sufferings,  and  the  sacrifice^  of  the 
war  of  the  Revolution)  and  I  rejoice,  sir,  that  it  isaot 
for  it  indicates  that  deep  and  abiding  gratitude  which 
flows  from  a  juit  sen^e  and  due  appreciation  of  the  great 
benefits  which  they  obtained,  a  cherishing  of  the  priotTi- 
pies  whieh  they  taught,  and  a  veneration  and  altach- 
ment  to  the  institutions  which  they  eatabliriied.  litis 
truly  American  feeling  may  well  be  indulged,  and  should 
be  gratified,  especially  as  we  have  so  abundantly  the 
means  of  gratifying  itt  for,  while  it  confers  upon  the  aged 
and  worthy  rcnnaot  of  n  nwc  of  pttriols  and  heroes 


some  just  reward  for  meritorious  services  and  sacrifices, 
it  cherishes  and  cultivates  those  sentiments  of  reapect 
and  attachment  to  the  political  doctrinea  and  principles 
of  a  purer  age,  which  tend  tu  the  security  of  freedom 
and  the  safety  of  the  Union.  And  why,  nr,  have  you 
extended  your  penaon  system  to  the  widows  of  those 
who  were  entliledio  a  pcnaionf  It  is  became  they,  too, 
have  made  sacrifices  in  the  eaoae  of  their  countryi  it  is  be- 
cause they  have  endured  hardships  and  encountered  dan- 
gers for  their  country's  freedomi  it  is  because  they  have 
united  their  fortunes  and  identified  their  interests,  from 
early  life,  with  those  who  fougplit ^our  battles.  It  is  be- 
cause of  the  encoun^ment  which  th^  gave  and  the 
influence  which  tbey  exerted — an  eocourageinent  which 
never  faltered  in  the  gloomiert  period  of  that  war, 
and  an  influence  which  was  felt  wherever  there  was 
a  tented  field,  a  battle-ground,  or  a  aoldier  to  be  en- 
listed for  the  aerviee.  The  patriotism,  the  zeal,  ay,  and 
enthusiasm  of  that  day,  were  not  confined  to  thoae  by  na- 
ture constituted  to  endure  the  hardships  of  asoldiei'd 
life,  but  pervaded  all  classes  nf  society,  and  were  conspic- 
uously manifested  by  the  gentler  sezt  no  matron  or 
maid,  in  the  proudest  days  of  Spartan  valor,  would,  as 
the  blush  of  wounded  pride  mantled  on  her  cheek,  have 
turned  with  more  of  scorn  and  indignation  from  the 
coward  who  had  basely  fled  from  the  defence  of  his 
country,  than  would  the  American  women  of  that  peri- 
od have  turned  from  him  whose  treacheiy  or  cowardice 
had  thrown  disgrace  upon  bin.  And  this  influence  was 
powerful  in  the  success  of  the  wari  it  animated  the 
heart,  it  nerved  the  arm  of  the  soldier,  and  prompted 
him  to  deeds  of  daring  and  of  valor. 

But,  sir,  I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  merits,  the  influ- 
ence, and  the  sacrifices,  of  the  American  women  of  revo- 
lutionary timest  for  you  have  already  settled  the  princi- 
ple, that  the  widow  of  the  pensioned  soldier  of  the  Rev- 
olution is  entitled  to  a  continuance  of  that  bounty  of  the 
Government  which  her  huaband  enjoyedi  but  you  hare, 
as  I  humbly  conceive,  unjustly  confined  it  to  those,  and 
those  only,  whose  marrisge  took  place  previous  to  the 
last  military  services  of  their  husbands.    And,  sir,  is  this 
fact,  the  fact  of  marriage  previous  to  the  last  military 
services  of  the  soldier,  ao  important  as  to  aettle  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  widow  is  entitled  to  the  penwon  which 
her  husband  enjtqred^  Should  that  fiutt,  t  bA,  be  the 
test  by  whidi  you  are  to  determine  the  justice  or  the  ex- 
pediency of  continuing  the  penaion  to  the  widowf  It 
appears  to  me  not,  sir.    Neither  do  I  conceive  that  mar- 
riage previoua  to  the  close  of  that  war  is  the  just  crite- 
rion by  which  this  question  should  be  decided.    If  the 
wife  of  the  soldier,  while  he  was  perilling  hia  life  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  was  aufftrnng  at  home  many  and 
great  privationr,  and  participating  Migely  in  sympathy, 
anxiety,  and  solicitude  for  the  safety  of  her  husband, 
and  the  success  of  the  cause  in  which  be  was  engaged, 
ia  entitled  to  the  ioheritaoce  of  that  annuity  which  you 
«nce,  of  right,  have  granted  her  hui^and  while  living, 
how  much  less  worthy  this  favor  is  the  widow  who,  al* 
though  at  that  period  she  might  have  stood  in  no  other 
relation  than  that  of  the  afl^ectionale  daughter,  the  anx- 
ious sister,  of  those  who  were  haxarding  all  in  tbtir  coun- 
try's cause,  and  who,  after  participating,  perhaps,  enial- 
ly  in  the  sufferings  peculiar  to  those  tinws,  at  the  «obb 
of  the  war  united  her  fortune  for  life  with  that  of  the 
war-worn  soldier,  or  the  affianced  maid,  whose  marriage, 
from  motives  or  prudence,  advice  of  friends,  the  perils 
of  the  times,  and  anxiety  for  the  cause  in  whieh  all  vera 
engaged,  was  deferred  until  patriotism  and  valor  were 
crowned,  and  peace  and  tranquillity  reatored  to  the 
country '    And  yet,  by  your  present  law,  the  one  is  en- 
titled to  a  pension,  while  the  others  sre  deprived)  and 
the  number  of  this  elaaa  is  not  comparatively  small.  Sir, 
those  days  were  nvt  to  much  days  of  narryinf  and  gir* 
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mg  in  marriage  it  tbey  were  of  toil,  of  fuflering*  and 
of  bloodshed,  in  a  glorioua  cauaei  and  if  ibe  faeti  could 
be  precisely  known.  I  doubt  not  it  would  be  found  tfavt. 
with  those  actually  enga^  in  the  aervice  of  their  coun- 
try, more  mirriages  were  coniummated  soon  after  the 
war  than  during  the  entire  period  of  the  Revolutiiint  and 
yet  yon  deprive  ihe  w  idowa  of  all  such  of  tint  bounty 
which  you  bestow  upon  the  others.  Is  this  equal  justice? 
la  it  right? 

Bur,  lir,  my  object  ia  not  to  discuss  the  question  at 
this  lime,  but  merely  to  bring  the  aubject  ttcfore  the 
House,  wiih  iho  hope  that  the  commitlee  will  give  it 
their  immediate  attention,  and  report  a  bill  in  cunrormi- 
ly  to  the  sugKeslions  of  the  reaoluiion. 

Mr.  STORER  remarked  that  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Penaions  had  bad  this  subject  under  consider- 
ation, and  wouUl  report  a  bill  meeting  the  views  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York. ' 

The  resolution  wu  then  agreed  to.  nem.  dit. 

LAND  BOUNTY  TO  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LATE 
WAR. 

Mr.  HAR1>  ofTered  the  following  resolution: 
Jietoleed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
alructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  granting  to  each  of  the  diabanded  officcre  who 
aenred  in  the  Itie  war  with  Great  Briti^n  a  quantity  of 
land,  according  to  rank,  as  a  remuneration  for  sacrifleei 
and  aerviees  rendered  by  them  in  that  war. 

yr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  wsa  op- 
posed to  the  adoption  nfthe  resolution.  It  held  out,  as 
tie  thought,  delusive  hopes  to  the  officers  who  had 
served  during  the  late  war.  A  similar  propoaition  had 
frequently  been  submitted  to  the  House,  but  had  never 
been  favorably  received  or  acted  upon,  so  ftr.  at  least, 
as  bis  recollection  went.  He  thought  that  it  would  be 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  duty  which  Ihe  House  owed 
to  other  classes  of  our  citizens,  tn  grant  lands  according 
to  the  terms  of  this  resolution.  What  claims  had  these 
ofBeers  on  the  Government?  Had  a  bounty  been  prom- 
ised to  them  when  they  entered  the  service,  or  had 
they  at  any  time  been  induced  to  believe  that  such  a 
bounty  would  be  given  ^  There  was  no  law  authorizing 
such  an  npecUtion,  or  justifying  such  a  belief.  Why, 
then,  should  the  bope  be  held  out?  Did  gentlemen 
propose  to  give  these  officers  a  gratuity  ?  for  it  amounted 
to  tliat,  and  nothing  else,  if  a  bounty  was  propoaed  at 
all.  let  it  be  extended  to  those  who  were  deserving  of 
Ut  deserving,  he  meant,  on  the  score  of  necessity.  How 
many  people  wei«  there  witbia  the  limiu  of  the  United 
Statci  who  would  be  entitled  to  it,  on  the  aeore  of  oe* 
cesBty,  much  more  than  tbeae  officers^  He  hoped  no 
such  resolution  would  b«  adopted.  If  it  was  adopted, 
be  hoped  the  commitlee  and  the  House  would  both  re- 
ject the  propoaition.  The  resolution  held  out  delunve 
prospects,  and  for  this  reason  he  was  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  HARD  said  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
allowed  to  pass  without  opposition,  because  it  was  a 
mere  resolution  of  inquiry.  He  was  compelled  to  differ 
with  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  as  to  Ihe  man- 
ner in  which  these  propositions  had  been  received  by 
the  Huuse  at  various  timet. 

Mr.  H.  was  understood  to  say  that  the  prop<»ition 
had  received  the  favorable  report  of  two  committees  of 
two  Congresses,  although  the  bills  wlucb  accompanied 
Ihe  reports  had  never  pssaed.  The  reaaon  was.  that  it 
came  up  at  a  period  of  the  session  when  tliere  was  not 
time  to  act  upon  it.  He  would  not  now,  however,  enter 
into  the  merits  of  Ihe  case,  lie  did  not  know  but  what, 
if  a  proper  investigation  should  be  made  by  a  commiitee, 
he  might  himself  oppose  the  proposition,  sllhou^h  his 
present  impreiaions  were  now  favorably  incliiied  lowsrds 
It.  The  country  was  now  in  a  situation  to  cqmpensaic 


those  individuals  who  bad  served  it  during  Ibe  period  tS 
its  travail  and  its  perils.  Probably  the  very  mns  sbf 
the  bounty  waa  not  granted  berore  wsa,  becatae  ut 
country  was  in  debt  and  unable  to  grant  it.  Dot  sar, 
when  our  Treasury  waa  full  to  ovcrBowing,  ud  ita 
only  question  was  how  we  were  to  dispose  of  our  aontj, 
and  when  there  waa  auch  a  struggle  for  the  dtitrlbutin 
of  public  lands  among  speculators  and  Ibose  abo  i ne 
not  worthy  of  them,  he  thought  the  lime  had  cone  shH 
an  inveatigatioo  ought  to  be  made,  with  a  view  to  nut- 
Uin  whether  or  not  It  was  r^t  to  do  someibin;  fn  ihc 
olasa  of  men  referred  to. 

Mr.  A.  MANN  said  that,  generally,  he  was  in  Invii 
tlte  views  which  had  been  expressed  by  tlie  geatleui 
from  North  Carotins,  [Mr.  WilliaviO  but,  oa  Ih 
present  occasion,  be  tliought  bis  [Mr.  W't]  viewivER 
too  rigid.  In  every  emergency  of  our  country,  C«' 
gress  bad  liberally  approprutco  lands  to  the  offiecnd 
our  army.  Waa  not  Congreaa  every  year  h^uUliog  f«i 
officers  of  the  Virginia  line?  Congress  bad  pild 
landa  to  Ihe  soldiers  of  the  last  war;  should  it  be  nfutd 
ta  the  officers?  He  did  not  say  he  was  in  f.Tur  irf  Ibe 
propositiont  but  be  waa  in  favor  of  inquiry,  and  ori>iiti[ 
all  the  information  which  the  industry  of  ibecoawiiKc 
couM  collect,  so  that  the  House  miglit  better  Wtnio 
whether  the  bounty  should  be  piven  or  not. 

The  poKey  of  every  State  had  been  to  reward,  vtibt 
libenU  hand,  those  who  bad  perilled  their  lira  is  dt- 
fence  of  their  country.  What  was  it  tbst  nerved  ibe 
of  tlie  British  soldier  in  time  of  danger  and  of  bililt'  It 
was  the  knowledge  that,  if  he  fell,  his  country  sctlil 
provide  for  his  wife  and  his  children.  Mr.  ILbftf 
the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HABDIN  was  in  favor  of  an  inquiry  iololbtad)- 
ject.  The  officera  of  the  revolutionary  war,  it  wai  sell 
known,  had  been  but  badly  paid,  in  a  depreciated  cw. 
of  little  or  no  valuCf  and,  to  induce  them  to  cnnlinue  a 
the  service,  the  SUte  of  Virginia,  in  the  year  1779,  W 
given  lands  to  those  who  were  willing  toierveloi*' 
end  of  the  »  ar.  That  State,  with  what  policy  he  «di* 
not  say,  but  with  great  liberality,  had  ceded  to  tb 
United  Slatea  nearly  all  the  lands  which  ^ovun,™ 
bbe  waa  unable  to  comply  with  her  cootnel. 
these  circumstances,  the  United  Slates  had  lhoa{lii<: 
their  duty  to  pay  the  debt  which  Virginia  had  conlncuiL 
But.  aa  regarded  the  offiecra  of  the  late  war,  tbey  *t<t 
]  paid  in  a  sound,  substantial,  solid  currency.  H'- 


bounty^  None.  The  United  States^  conpiied  s^ 
their  agreements,  and  had  paid  these  officen  i'btn^ 
Mr.  H.  Ibougbt  that,  if  bounty  lands  were  to  beM 
given  to  the  officers  of  the  regular  service,  thej  'P] 
as  well  be  extended  to  officers  of  the  militia.  Be  K»j> 
venture  to  say  that,  if  this  system  of  giving  boantywo 
waa  once  commenced,  there  would  be  no  troubk  KR- 
afier  about  the  surplus  revenue,  nor  any  necn>i)" 
bunt  out  articles  on  which  to  reduce  the  °' 
hoped  that  Ihe  gentleman  from  North  Csrvlmi 
WiLUUu]  would  withdraw  hia  opposition,  aod  ici 
inquiry  be  made.  But  when  the  subject  aoe  up  >■' 
diacuaaion,  tlie  gentleman  from  New  York  [Hr.  u") 
would  and  that  he  (Hr.  H.)  bad  not  UkcntaeviR* 
of  radical  principles.  . 

Mr.  CRAIG  thought  that,  if  the  inquiry  «up(r» 
trd  by  the  House,  the  impreesion  would  be  tp'*^ 
abroad  that  Congress  would  give  this  bounty.  Ij 
be  much  bitter  to  reject  the  proposition  deostrnyi 
to  hold  cut  delusive  liopea.  He  was  Iherelore  opp«» 
to  Hie  inqiiiiy.  Aa  to  the  characUr  ©f  the  officir* » 
the  laie  war,  he  bad  nothing  to  say.  But  the  qo^*^, 
was,  ought  Corigrets  to  giie  thia  griat  on  ('*■■'' 
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polioy'  Did  roocI  poltcr,  or  s  compliance  with  any 
compact,  require  W  Certainly  not.  Nor  could  it  be 
^ven,  as  in  the  caie  of  Virginia  land  warrants,  on  tbe 
■upposition  Ibat  there  was  a  scarcity  of  ofHeers.  Such, 
it  was  well  known,  was  not  tbe  fact.  He  moved  to  lay 
the  molution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentacky,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  mollont  which  were  ordered,  and, 
betngc  taken,  were  as  follows: 

Teas— Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Barton,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Brown,  Bu< 
ehafwn,  Bynum.  John  Calhoon,  Cambrelenfr,  Campbell, 
Cur,  Garter,  Geoi^  Chambers,  Chaney,  Nathaniel  H. 
Claiborne,  Clark,  Coles,  Corwin,  Craifr.  Cramer,  Gush- 
ing, Cushman,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Dunlap,  Elmore, 
Evans,  Fairfield,  Fowter,  Pry,  Fuller,  James  Garland, 
Gillet,  Graham,  Grayson,  GrifBn,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hardin,  Harper,  Haynes,  Hazeltine,  Hiester,  Holt,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntfngton,  Huntsman, 
Ingham,  Wm.  Jacfcion,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Lansing,  Lawlcr,  Lawrence, 
Gideon,  Lee,  Thomas  J^,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis, 
Lincotp,  Logan,  Love,  Lucas,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  Wm 
Mason,  8.  Mason,  Hsury,  HcCarty,  McComai,  htcKay, 
HcKim,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Owrnit, 
Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pearson,  Pelti- 
grew,  Fhetpa,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Beed,  Bench- 
er, Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  W. 
B.  SheiMud,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Staad^er,  Taliaferrts  Thomas,  W.  Thompson,  Turner, 
Turrill,  Underwood.  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Washington, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Tbomu  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wdliams, 
S.  Williams— 131. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley,  Jas.  M.  H. 
Beale,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bond,  Bovee,  Boyd,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Casey,  John  Chambers,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
Cbctwood,  ChiId^  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Crane, 
Davis,  Dawson,  Denny,  Doubleday,  Dromgoolr,  Efner, 
Everett,  French,  Galbraith,  Rice  Garland,  Glaaeock, 
Granger,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hard,  Hsrlan,  Samuel  S. 
Harriaon,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Henderson,  Hoar,  Janes, 
Henry  Johnson,  Kennon,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lvy,  J. 
L.ee,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Hann,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Muhlenberg,  Patterson,  Dutee  J,  Pearce,  Phillips,  John 
Reynolds,  Seymour,  Shields,  Spangler,  Slorer,  Taylor, 
J.  Thomson,  Toucey,  Vanderpoel,  Wageoer,  Webster, 
Weekly  White,  Yell,  Young— 70. 
So  the  resoluttcMi  wm  laid  on  tbe  table. 

DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virgiaia,  moved  the  following 
resolution : 

Raolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  commu- 
nieate  to  tbla  Houae,  if  within  hia  power,  the  dividends 
mad  aurpluses  whiQh  were  declared  by,'  and  tbe  surpluses 
and  contingent  funds  remaining  in,  the  aeveral  banks  in 
which  the  public  money  is  deposited,  for  the  years  1833, 
1834,  1835,  and  1836,  severally. 

The  Houae  having  agreed  now  to  can«der  this  resolu- 
tion, a  discussion  took  place  on  tlie  question  whether  tbe 
inquiry  slumld  also  extend  lo  the  expenses  of  the  banks 
aa  well  as  to  their  profiisi  an  amendment  to  thia  effect 
having  been  offered  by  Mr.  Guixr. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  opposed  this  amendment. 
He  deemed  it  of  no  manner  of  consequence  what  ihe 
expenses  of  the  banks  might  have  been.  The  object  of 
tbe  resolution  wsa  to  ascertain  their  nett  profits,  and 
their  expenses  would  of  course  be  first  deducted.  If  an 
iiiquiry  of  this  nature  should  be  instituted,  Mr.  T.  flat- 
tered himself  it  would  bring  to  light  a  system  of  corrup- 
tion so  vast  and  so  extensive  that  no  country  whatever, 
be  its  people  ever  so  virtuous  and  honest,  could  possibly 
stand  before  su^a  power  of  corruption.   Ur.  T.  pro- 


ceeded to  instance  Ihe  case  of  a  little  bank  in  Michigan, 
with  a  very  small  capital,  which  bank  bad  received 
eight  hundred  thousand  dolUra  of  deposite,  though  not 
entitled,  according  to  its  capital,  to  more  than  a  very 
small  proportion  of  that  amount.  After  a  few  more  ob- 
servations, 

Ur.  HARLAN  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  GiLLKT  by  adding  aa  follows:  *'and  that  he  state 
alto  whether  the  salary  of  an  agent  at  Ihe  seat  of  the 
General  Government  compose  a  part  of  the  expenses  of 
said  banks,  the  name  of  the  agent,  and  tbe  aeveral  sums 
paid  him  by  said  institutions,  respectively." 

'Mr.  HAmrEGAQf  moved  to  lay  tbe  resolution  on  the 
table. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  Mr.  BOON,  and  de> 
cided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  House  adjourned  without  pasring  upon  Mr. 
GABiAHs'a  resolutioa. 

Thubssat,  Dxoiiibib  39. 
NATIONAL  CURBKNCT. 
Tbe  House  proceeded  to  the  considerstion  of  Ihe  fbl- 
lowing  memorial,  presented  at  the  labt  session  of  Oon< 
gres^  and  laid  on  the  table,  and  again  brought  to  the 
attention  of  tbe  House  yesterday  by  Mr.  Galbbaitbi 

To  the  honorable  Ihe  Smote  and  Botite  of  Reprettntatitset 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congreta  attembled.- 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania, reapeetfully  represents:  That  we,  in  common 
with  B  large  portion  of  our  fellow-cilizeni^  bave,  for 
some  time  past,  viewed  with  aome  degree  of  alarm  the 
rapid  encroachments  of  incorporated  companies  upon 
the  liberties  and  rights  of  (he  people,  particularly  those 
eatablished  for  the  purpose  of  banking.  Aa  the  system 
now  exists  ia  tbe  several  Stales  incorporating  companies 
for  that  purpose,  it  destroys,  as  we  ooneeive,  the  design 
of  the  constitution  of  the  tfntted  States  which  prohibits 
the  States  from  coining  money,  emitting  bills  of  credit, 
&e.  Tbe  notes  ur  bills  of  those  banking  companies,  in- 
corporated by  the  Slates,  are  rapidly  taking  the  place  of 
the  constitutional  currency  of  the  country — gold  and  sil- 
ver— and  a  continued  fluctuation  and  uncertainty  produ- 
ced in  the  circulating  medium,  which  the  constitution 
intended  ahould  be  ateady  and  permanent.  Under  these 
circumstances,  we  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  suggest  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress  the  propriety  of  proposing 
ansmendment  to  tbe  constilulion  of  the  United  States, 
for  Ihe  adoption  of  tbe  aeveral  States,  restricting  the  in- 
corporation oF  banking  companies,  and  limiting  them  in 
Iheir  issues  of  bank  notes.  We  wish  not  to  be  consid- 
ered aa  asking  for  any  -powers  being  ^ven  to  Congress 
to  incorporate  companies  of  tbia  descripliun,  but  simply 
the  restricting  of  the  States.  We  are  opposed  to  tlie 
increase  of  power  in  the  National  Governmenl,  or  a  con- 
solidsted  Governmenti  bat  if  the  system  before  mention-' 
ed  be  permitted  to  prt^reu  aa  it  has  for  the  last  few 
yearf,  wc  apprehend  the  consequences  (o  the  communi- 
ty may  be  serious,  and  dsngerous  to  Ihe  stability  of  our 
republican  institutions. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  further  lo  represent,  ihat 
they  have  understood  that  tbe  new  Bank  of  tbe  United 
Slates,  diartercd  by  the  Leglslsture  of  Pennsylvania,  is 
now  reissuing  the  notes  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  in  which  the  United  Slates  was  a  atockholder  to 
the  amount  of  one  fifth  of  llie  stock]  thus  unwarranta- 
bly and  fraudulently,  as  we  believe,  involving  Ihe  faiilh 
and  credit  of  the  United  Stater,  bringing  this  Slate  into 
collision  with  the  other  sisters  of  the  confederacy,  and 
calculated  to  produce  confuuon  and  disorder  in  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country.  Your  memorialists, 
ihercfbre,  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
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Ihe  subject,  to  inquire  whether  the  fact  be  u  bM  been 
reportedj  anil  if  n,  if  there  tre  my  meftiu  ia  the  power 
of  CoDgrew*  to  prerent  Mieh  kfimi tnd  improperpr»cti- 
cei  upon  the  Gvremineiit.  And  jrimr  Bieaorialiati»  u 
in  duty  bonndt  will  ever  pnjr*  fco* 


George  Kribbi. 
Winiem  M.  Walker. 
John  Harno,  jr. 
Daniel  Brown. 

A.  Webber. 
James  Adams. 
Jacob  Dubbs,  jr. 
Jonathin  Ay  res. 
J<^n  Singflelon. 

B.  A.  PluiDer. 
Jimei  Adams, 
James  R.  Snowilen. 
James  Thompson. 
Samuel  C.  Small. 


William  Parker. 
Geo.  R.  E^pr. 
Wm.  H.  Smiley. 
A.  Plumer. 
Chaa.  W.  Mackry. 
James  Vinnear. 
John  Rynd. 
Wm.  Neill. 
John  Martin. 
Thoa.  S.  McDowell. 
Robert  J.  Neill. 
John  Neill. 
Harrison  Wilkin). 
George  Sutley. 

Tilia  memorial  Mr.  Galbbaith  having  moved  lo 
refer  to  a  select  committee,  and  the  question  upon  that 
disposition  of  it  having  been  stated  from  the  Chair — 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  said:  It  is  with  fireat  reluctance 
that  1  rise  on  the  present  occasion  to  address  the  House 
on  presenting  this  memorial  from  a  portion  of  my  con- 
ttitaenti^  and  aaktog  for  it  that  reference  which  I  have 
moved.  I  am  aware  that  the  time  of  Ihii  House,  at  the 
present  period,  is  precioust  but  inasmuch  as  the  object 
and  purpose  of  the  memorialists  seem  to  be  strenuously 
resisted  by  some,  and  by  othera  not  exactly  comprehend- 
ed, I  feel  myself  called  upon,  by  a  sense  of  duty  and 
respect  which  I  owe  to  them,  lo  submit  a  few  remarks 
in  explanation  of  the  views  entertained  by  the  menori* 
slistSt  aa  I  understand  them. 

1  ahall,  in  the  first  place,  endeavor  to  ahow  that  thia 
memorial,  from  the  source  from  which  it  comes,  and  the 
Bubjrct  on  which  it  aaks  Ihe  inquiry  of  this  body,  is  en- 
tided  to  a  respectful  consideration,  and  a  reference  lo 
some  committee;  and,  in  the  next  placr,  I  think  I  ahall 
be  able  lo  satisfy  the  members  of  this  House  that  the  ap- 
propriate direction  ia  that  which  I  have  proposed  in  mov< 
ing  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  memorial  comes  Ttotn  a  portion  of 
the  respectable  and  intelligent  citizens  of  this  Union,  re- 
aiding  in  the  State  wliich  I  have  itie  honor,  in  pan,  to 
represent.  It  ia  clothed  in  rrspeeirul  and  appropriate 
langoagp,  and  suggests  considerations  of  deep  and  vital 
importance,  not  only  to  ihemselvea  and  tboae  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  but  to  the  whole  people  of  tbts 
wide-fpread  confedency- 

The  memorial  embraces  two  distinct  anhjects  of  in- 
quiry; either  of  which,  I  apprehend,  ia  of  luflSeient  mag- 
nitude and  importance  to  demand  the  grave  and  deliber* 
ate  investif^lion  of  this  body.  The  first  is  that  nf  an 
amendment  to  the  constiltition  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  propoBe<I  to  Ihe  Lrg:9laluri  s  of  ihe  teveral  States,  re- 
slrlbting  the  incorporation  of  banking  companies  by  the 
Stalea,  and  limiting  such  as  may  hereafter  be  incorpora* 
ted  in  the  issuei  ofbank  paper  money.  This  proposition 
necessarily  involves  the  inquiry,  how  fsr  the  conatitulim 
as  it  now  stands,  in  those  clauses  which  provide  that 
' '  Ihe  Congress  shall  have  power  lo  coin  money,  regulate 
the  value  thereof  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  atand- 
ard  of  weighta  and  measures;"  "  tn  provide  for  the  ptin- 
ishment  of  counterfeiting  the  securitirs  and  current  coin 
of  the  United  8tate^"  and  that  *■  no  SUte  sltall  coin  mo- 
ney, emit  bills  of  credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold  or 
nlver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,"  contains  a  pro- 
tiibilion  to  Ihe  States  lo  incorporate  companies  with  au- 
thority to  iasue  bank  noien,  or,  in  other  wordH,  bills  nf 
credit,  and  form  an  agreement  or  compact,  already  made 
on  tbe  jMTt  of  all  the  States  not  to  tncorpmte  wch  com- 


panics.   Without  ^xprceaing,  at  preaeot,  any  opimon  of 
my  own,  or  any  indicatioB  on  the  part  of  the  mewviil' 
ists  on  this  branch  of  the  inquiry,  I  will  bittly  remuk 
that  the  constitution  has  been  construed,  by  some  of  tba 
best  political  writers  and  eeonoatsis  this  couolrjr  ba 
produced,  as  containing  such  prohibition  or  compiet, 
(a  constitution  being  neither  more  nor  less  thtn  ■  com- 
pact or  agreement.)    Among  those  are  names  iniinile- 
ly  connecled  with  tbe  conatitution  itself.   Is  there  nat 
strong  reason  to  conclude  tbst  sudi  wu  tbe  inlentiwor 
those  who  fraoned  the  conatitutioDf   Tbey  hid  expe- 
rienced the  evila  of  an  uncertain  currency  t  they  had  vH- 
nessed  tbe  dersngementa  and  confusion  of  bilU  of  crH- 
it  issued  under  the  Provincial  Government,  eich  pm- 
ince  issuing  bills  of  credit,  according  to  its  own  circua- 
atances,  without  regard  to  those  of  the  others,  and  aDei 
very  different  in  quantity  and  vahie.   And  ll^hadiln 
witnesaed  the  do  Inafluclitatioo  and  evil  results  from  thi 
enormous 'nsaesand  ruinouadepredaUonof  the  continn* 
tal  paper.     The  aame  clause  in  the  constitution  vhidi 
yields  toCongress,  the  general  Legislature  for  Oie  whole 
of  the  States  united,  the  power  of  fixing  Ihe  stkndtrd  of 
"weighta  and  meaaurea,"  surrenders  to  it  tbe  povcf 
"  to  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof  and  «f  \vt- 
eign  coin."   Is  there  not  the  aame  reason  that  dieilud- 
aid  of  value  or  price  ^ould  be  uniform,  and  tbe  nae 
throughout  all  tbe  Statei^  aa  tbe  standard  of  weisbt  or 
that  of  meaauref  neither  of  which  would  prob^ly  lie»i 
or,  in  the  nature  of  things,  could  be  so,  without  giTuf 
the  power  of  regulation  to  the  National  Legisbiu»- 
The  provision  waa  framed  and  adapted  to  a  stale  of  ei^ 
eumstances  as  tt\ey  then  exiatedj  tbe  States  bad,  iodirid- 
ually,  on  tlieir  own  responnbility,  and  according  t9  Ibe 
wants  or  caprices  of  its  Provincial  Legislature,  emitted 
**  billa  ^  credit,**  whkb  circulated  aa  money,  becane 
the  circulating  medium  of  price;  and  what  tbe  price  vii 
in  one  province  waa  not  tbe  aame  in  another.  Agiimt 
this,  the  framers  of  that  inatrument  proTidcd  thst  "n> 
Slate  shall  coin  money,  emit  billa  of  credit,"  &c.  Kdid 
did  not,  perhaps,  occur  to  them  that  the  Stales  «ouU 
aeparately  and  individually  authorize  incorporated  cm- 
panies,  infuse  life  into  soulless  bodies  of  their  own  crei- 
tion,  to  do  indirectly  what  they  were  prvhilMted  froa 
doing  directly,  by  the  solemn  compact  agreed  to  fay  iH- 
But,  sir,  it  is  true,  a  different  conatruciion  hsi  pnc^ 
cally  obtained  in  most  of  the  Stalea.    Companie*  incor- 
porated by  the  different  Slate  Legialatures  hare  %tvn 
up  almost  in  every  quarter,  authorized  to  issue  "  bilk  o' 
credit,"  or  paper  money,  virtually  aupplying  tlie  circuli- 
tin(|[  medium  throughout  tbe  Union,  necessarily  and  uo- 
aroidably  varying  the  standard  of  value  according  to  (b> 
amount  and  denon^oation  of  their  iasnes.    In  vim  » 
tbe  Stales,  they  are  authorized  to  issue  bills  oftbe  dcnoa)- 
ination  of  one,  two,  and  three  dollars;  in  olhen>,  linilw 
to  five  dullars,  aa  tbe  lowest  denomination;  and  in  oihet^ 
progress  is  making  to  fix  ten  doltara  aa-  the  lowest  d^ 
nomination,  in  aome,  aeven,  eight,  or  ten  paper  dollM 
at  times,  represent  one  of  specie)  in  others  turoortbreei 
and  in  all,  differMit  at  different  limea,  and  according  u 
circurosUncea  may  operate  upon  them,  the  same  eri^ 
the  same  fluctuation  and  uncertainty  in  the  atandatdol 
price,  or  rather  the  same  want  of  atandard  of  valur, 
against  which  the  constitution  was  intended  to  proridr. 
What  is  worth  nominally  $3,000  this  year  may,  tlirougb 
the  operations  of  those  companies  alone,  be  worib  but 
$1,000  next.    The  price  of  labor  and  evety  prodwt 
or  commodity  is  controlled  and  governed  accordi^ 
to  the  interests  or  the  caprices  of  thoae  incorporalea 
eumpanies;  and  the  whole  aovercignty,  ao  Ar  ti  k* 
garda  the  regulation  of  the  currency,  ia,  to  all  intcoli 
and  purposes,  surrendered  to  them;  and  every  iadiv><]iw 
in  ihie  community,  whether  hrmer,  mechanic,  oierchantt 
or  manuraeturcr,  placed  at  their  mercy.   Hov  ht  lU 
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ttite  of  thti^  hM  been  effecled  by  the  active  vigilance 
md  conttant  attention  of  the  apeculal'mg  few,  tlwaya 
awake  to  their  own  putloular  intcmts,  praduilly  fra- 
ming and  fitting  up  thii  complicated  and  deluaive  machine- 
ry, while  the  industrioua  many  were  better  employed, 
need  not  now  be  particularly  inquired  intot  it  is  niflicient 
that  It  exists,  and  that  it  doei  will  not  be  dented  by  any 
one  acquainted  with  the  afiiirt  of  this  community.  If  it 
be  granted,  therefore,  that  the  eomtitution  doea  not  pro- 
lUbit  the  ineoqioratAn  of  companies  by  the  Slates,  to 
*'emit  biHa  of  credit,"  it  it  only  oo  the  araumptron  that 
cireomslanees,  m  they  then  existed,  did  not  require  it. 
Is  it  not  as  important  now  to  inquire  and  provide  for  a 
state  of  circumstances  as  they  now  exist  as  it  was  then? 
The  evil  is  the  lamri  and  is  it  not  subject  to  the  same 
or  similar  remedy^  The  memotiallsts  do  not  ask  that 
any  power  should  be  vested  in  the  General  Government 
to  incorporate  banking  companiei^  nor  do  they  suggest 
an  absolute  prohibition  of  such  power  in  the  States)  the 
former  they  expressly  repadiate,  and  do  not  indicate 
the  latter.  Alt  they  seek  >■  inquiry  bow  far  good 
policy  and  the  safety  and  permanency  or  the  currency, 
and  its  uniformity  throughout  the  Union,  require  that 
this  power  in  the  Slates  should  be  restrained  and  limit- 
ed* to  effect  the  general  good  of  the  wht^.  The  im- 
portance,  the  vital  importance,  of  every  consideration 
tDDching  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  sfFect- 
ing  more  or  lest  the  interests  of  every  man,  cannot  be 
doubted. 

If  the  importance  of  the  subject,  sir,  is  sufficient  to 
entitle  it  to  the  deliberattbn  of  this  House,  the  next  in- 
quiry is,  to  what  committee  can  this  branch  of  it  be 
moat  appropriate^  r^rredf  It  locdcs  lo  a  constitutional 
remedy,  a  provision  in  the  fundamental  instrument  it- 
self. None  other  can  be  provided.  This  may  and  can, 
as  well  and  as  effectually  now,  to  meet  the  circumitances 
now,  as  the  constitution  already  formed  provided  against 
the  circuimtancea  then.  A  proposition  to  amend  the 
constitution  is  beyond  the  appropriate  and  peculiar  in- 
quiry of  any  of  the  standing  comnUleei.  It  is  as  broad 
and  general  in  its  character  aa  the  Government  itself, 
and  appri^riale  only  for  a  select  committee,  raised  for 
the  purpose)  and  such  has  been  the  invariable  practice 
here,  for  years,  on  all  such  propositions.  Why,  then, 
•hould  not  this  proposition  receive  a  similar  direetion 
with  all  others  of  a  similsr  character.^ 

The  second  subject  of  inquiry,  Me,  Speaker,  to  which 
your  attention  is  called  by  the  memorial,  is  that  of  the 
reisaues  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
■ince  the  expiration  of  its  charter  for  all  purposes  ex- 
cept that  of  continuing  its  corporate  name,  to  use  and  be. 
used  in  order  to  close  up  the  concerns  of  the  institution. 
Notes  issued  by  that  bank,  while  this  Government  was  a 
Blookholder  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions  of  the  stock, 
previous  to  the  4th  of  March,  returned  for  redemption, 
and  redeemed.  It  i|  aaidt  Ikave  been  again  issued  and 
tbrowa.into  cireolaUoii,  It  is  perhaps  known  to  the 
members  of  this  House  that,  in  the  month  of  February 
iMt,  dtortly  before  the  expiration  of  the  charter  under 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  4th  of  March,  1816,  by  vbich 
it  was  incorporated  for  twenty  years,  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was  passed,  incorpo- 
rating  (be  same  itoekbolders,  except  the  United  States 
under  the  aame  name,  and  with  the  same  atnouat  of  capi- 
tal, thirty-five  mitlion%for  thirty  years.  One  setofoflieers 
were  elected  for  the  old  bank,  in  which  the  United  Slates 
is  a  stockholder  of  seven  millions,  and  a  set  of  officen^ 
being  many  of  the  same,  for  the  new  State  bank,  in  whic'h 
the  United  States  is  not  a  stockhotder.  The  now  president 
of  the  old  bank,  (Hatthew  L.  Bevan,)  I  believe,  is  a  di- 
rector of  (he  new  bank)  and  the  former  president  of  the 
M  bank,  now  president  of  the  new  one  under  the  State, 
(Nieholas  Biddle,)  I  beBcve,  is  one  of  (be  directora  of  (be 


old  bank.  Several  of  the  directors  of  the  old  are  also 
direeton  of  (he  new  one,  so  that  they  may  for  all  practi- 
cal purposes  be  considered  as  the  same  men,  although 
conMituting  two  different  boards  of  direction.  Their 
legitimate  duties  are  distinctly  different.  The  proper 
business  of  the  officera  of  the  old  bank  is  to  wind 
up  its  affairs,  to  call  in  the  notes  of  that  bank,  redeem 
from  its  proper  sources  the  fends  of  the  old  bank, 
and  cancel  the  paper  as  havit^  been  retanted  and  re- 
deemed. Tbe  busineu  of  the  new  bank  Is  to  issue  its 
own  note^  on  the  responnbility  of  its  own  ofBcera  and  its 
own  stockholders,  unconnected  with  the  old  bank,  in 
which  this  Government  was  a  large  stockholder.  Now, 
if  the  officers  of  the  old  bank,  many  of  them  being  tbe 
same  individuals  as  the  officers  of  the  new  one,  iiistead 
of  cancelling  the  old  notes  when  redeemed,  reissue  tbe 
same  through  the  new  Imnk,  as  tbe  Present  of  tbe 
United  Sutes  justly  observes  in  bis  Isst  annual  message, 
it  is  either  a  fraud  upon  the  Government  or  upon  the 
people.  If  the  notes  are  to  bfe  redeemed  a  second, 
third,  or  fourih  time,  out  of  tbe  funds  of  tbe  old  bank, 
what  can  it  be  but  a  downright  fraud  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, bring  a  atockhoMer  and  a  aharer  in  those  funds, 
and  not  in  those  of  tbe  new  one?  Tbe  Ainds  of 
the  old  bank  mnst,  of  eoorse,  now  become  e^iaustedt 
and  the  Government,  instead,  of  receiving  her  just  pro- 
portion of  the  stock  and  profits^  suffer  the  loss  of  having 
them  applied  to  the  redemption  of  the  ssme  notes  which 
hsd  been  over  and  over  again  redeemed  before.  If  the 
reissued  notes  are  to  be  redeemed  out  of  the  funds  of 
the  new  bank,  the  holder  has  not  the  security  for  their 
redemption  which  tbe  notes  purport  to  givei  or,  rather, 
he  has  no  security  at  alli  they  were  a  gross  and  palpable 
deception  upon  hiro.  Ttie  old  bank,  with  the  Govern- 
ment w  a  partner,  bound  in  good  faith  and  honor,  whose 
notes  they  purport  to  be,  and  whose  credit  lliey  bear, 
has  once  redeemed  them,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be 
bound  again.  The  new  bank  ia  not  bound  for  their  re- 
demption, because  they  are  not  iu  proper  issues,  and  its 
obligation  is  not  given,  and  it  could  not  be  made  legally 
liable.  It  is  true  (hat,  as  long  as  it  is  tbe  Interest  of  (he 
new  bank  to  redeem  such  reissues,  they  would  most 
probably  be  redeemedt  bat  should  an  honest  holder  of 
such  notes  be  subject  lo  the  mere  will  of  such  an  institu- 
tion, to  decide  whether  he  should  receive  his  just  debt  or 
not,  and  be  made  to  depend  upon  its  interest,  whether 
he  had  or  had  not  a  good  securily  for  payment*  Such 
a  conclusion  would  be  cruelty.  If  sueb  reissues  consist 
of  notes  of  the  denootiosUon  of  ftve  dolhirs,  they  are  a 
glaring  evasion  of  the  provisions  of  its  SUte  charter, 
which  prohibits  its  issuing  noies  of  leas  denomination 
than  ten  dollars. 

Sir,  shall  we,  the  representatives  of  the  people,  so  far 
as  this  Government  is  concerned,  sleep  and  slumber  at 
our  posts,  and  look  calmly  with  indifference  upon  a 
pncliee  such  as  this,  both  upon  the  Government  and 
upon  the  communiiyF  Shall  it  be  said  that  there  is  no 
remedy  in  the  power  of  Congress?  That  we  bsve  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  State  inatitutions  of  Pennqrirania}  I 
admit  that,  so  far  as  regards  the  State  bank  issuing  its 
own  notes,  upon  its  own  respoiwbility,  we  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  and  have  no  control  whatever  over  it)  but 
1  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that  such  is  the  case  with  re- 
gard lo  the  old  bank,  chartered  by  Congress,  and  its 
ofBcen.  Although  it  hu  ceased  for  some  purposes,  that 
of  discounting  notes  and  issuing  its  paper,  be,  it  still  ex- 
ists for  other  purposes,  that  of  winding  up  its  affairs, 
settling  with  its  debtors,  creditors,  and  stockholders, 
and  rraecming  its  floating  paper,  and  still  under  the 
regulation  of  tbe  power  which  gave  it  birth.  Were  the 
act  of  1816,  granting  tbe  charter,  erennlent  onthissub- 
Jeet,  it  would  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  the  mode 
and  manner  of  winding  np  Hs  concerns  should  be  placed 
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under  the  direction  oT  Con^ui  bot  thtt  act  contains  an 
expreM  proviaion,  in  iu  17th  aedion,  **  that  Congreai 
nay,  at  anjr  time  bereaftert  rnact  auch  lawt,  enfurein^ 
and  reifuUting  the  recovery  of  the  amount  of  the  note*, 
billa,  obligationa,  or  other  debti^"  Etc.  t  and  tbig  power 
extils  M  well  afur  tht  expiration  of  iti  charter,  for  the 
purpose  of  a  flntl  ■eltlement  and  liquidation  of  ita  affaira, 
at  before.  Is  it  not,  then,  competent  for  Con^eta  to 
legiibte  so  as  to  regulate  and  control,  and  even  ponish  the 
conduct  of  the  olBcera  of  the  old  bank  *  And  if  they  so 
far  miamanage  its  affaira  ai  to  authorise  or  permit  ita 
notea  to  be  reinued  and  put  agun  into  circulation,  after 
tbey  have  been  once  redeemed,  I  aslc  if  it  la  not  a  ftir 
and  legitimate  subject  for  (be  legislation  of  Congress,  and 
one  wbieh  demands  our  aerious  and  grafe  deliberation' 
Agaim  at  tha  last  seiaioa  of  Congress,  an  act  was  paased 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  as  the  agent 
of  the  Goremment,  to  aeltle  the  claim  of  the  United 
Stttes,  as  a  stockholder,  with  the  bank.  By  hia  report, 
which  has  been  laid  upon  your  tjibles,  it  appeara  that 
duty  haa  been  ditchai^^,  as  far  as  it  could  be  on  hia 
putt  bat  no  aalisfaotory  information  haa  been  given  by 
the  officers  of  the  bank  how  much  ia  due  lo  tbe  Govern- 
ineni,  or  when  or  iivwhat  manner  it  aball  be  paid.  In- 
stead of  aettlhig  op  tbe  affiihra  of  tbe  instUaltcm  with 
the  Gnvernmenr,  its  largest  atockholder,  now  no  longer 
a  stockholder,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  Congress  of  last  aession,  we  find  its  officers,  (if 
what  is  said  be  true,  and  it  haa  not  been  denied,) 
being  also  ofB^rt  of  tbe  new  bank,  praetiaing  a  gross 
firsud  upon  this  Government  and  tbta  nation*  treating 
with  neglect  and  contempt  your  agent  authorised  lo 
aettle  with  them;  and  its  prendent,  at  tbe  head  of 
the  great  broker  fraternity,  commencing  an  unpro* 
voked  attack  and  making  war  upon  the  measures  of  your 
adminiatration.  I  do  not  deisre  that  the  propoaiiion 
1  have  made  should  be  drawn  into  a  partisan  diicua^on 
or  aaaumc  a  poritiul  eharaeteri  it  in  one  which  afiecta  the 
great  Intereata  of  tbe  country,  and  in  that  light  only  do  I 
wtdi  it  to  be  considered,  and  in  that  point  of  view  it 
must  be  apparent  to  every  one  as  demanding  mature 
and  grave  consideration,  aa  well  sa  prompt  and  decisive 
action.  1  am  aware  that  it  opens  a  field  for  diacuanon, 
upon  which  much  might  be  said,  loahowthe  extent  and 
depth  of  the  evil,  the  various  remedies  which  might  be 
proposed,  either  those  operating  by  mere  inducement, 
or  those  by  direct  provision  or  legialalira  sanction.  But 
I  think  I  hare  sau  enough  en  ibia  mere  question  of 
reference)  it  ia  time  enough  to  go  Into  more  detail  when 
the  aubject  is  referred,  and  brought  back  again  on  aome 
distinct  propomlion. 

Tben,  to  what  committee  ahould  ibis  branch  of  the 
•object embraced  in  the  memrHial  be  referred?  It  may 
be  aaid  that  all  subjecta  relating  to  the  Bank  of  tlie 
United  Statea  have  already  been  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Ueant,  in  the  dispoiilion  of  the 
President's  message.  But,  sir,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
appropriate  and  legitimate  duties  of  that  committee  are 
of  a  financial  raiher  than  a  judicial  or  general  character — 
to  take  into  consideration  propositions  relating  to  tbe 
revenues  of  the  country  and  ippropriationa  of  money. 
Thn  part  of  the  memorial  seeks  for  l^islative  remedy 
•ninit  a  supposed  evil  of  a  general  nabire,  not  peculiarly 
anecthig  the  revenue,  but  the  community  at  target 
rather  ofa  judicial  than  financial  character,  but  partaking 
partly  of  both,  and  therefore  not  exclusively  appropri- 
ate to  either,  but  the  proper  subject  for  a  select  commit- 
tee, ntore  broad  and  general  in  ita  inquiriea. 

1  have  aaid  thus  much,  by  way  of  explaining  the  viewa 
and  objects  of  tbe  memorialists.  1  have  endeavored 
to  dlaciiarge  my  duty  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  nation 
whoae  intereiti  I  am  bound,  aa  far  ai  mjr  feeble  abiUties 
will  enable  me,  lo  Mtve,  and  vboae  conatitntion  1  am 


iwom  to  Mipport.  I  have  sought  to  give  to  tbe  mixprid 
tbe  direction  to  which  1  thought  it,  from  its  inportiaei 
and  peculhtr  character,  entitled.  If  its  purpose  be  com- 
prehended, I  am  satisfied.  It  remains  for  tbe  RoumIo 
give  to  it  that  dispoHtion  to  which  it  may  be  tlH»{htcB. 
titled. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  aaid  that  he  hoped  no  audi  refercDCC 
as  bad  been  proposed  would  be  given  to  the  iSMMriil- 
H  '•  attention  had  been  casually  drawn  to  its  chirKitr, 
and  he  truated  that,  before  any  disposition  «u  nude  of 
it,  it  would  be  better  understood  by  tbe  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Pcnnaytvanta  [Hr.  Gusaun] 
had  said  that  the  memorial  was  of  a  vsrioui  ehine- 
ler.  He  (Hr.  L.)  believed  that,  when  anijried,  it 
would  be  found  to  be  of  a  very  «Anotdinarji  ebsttcttr. 
Such  an  appeal,  be  would  venture  to  say,  had  acrtrlN* 
fore  been  made  to  tbe  conaideration  of  CDn|re«.  It 
was  altogether  peculiar  and  anomalous.  It  bid  bm 
brought  up  from  the  files  of  a  former  seauoni  and  Fro* 
an  abstract  of  the  contents  of  tbe  paper,  as  given  in  Ibt 
Globe  (tf  this  morning,  the  House  might  learn  niaetlMi 
of  its  object. 

It  waa  bis  (Mr.  L'»)  intention,  before-be  sat  dwr,  t* 
propose  so  to  amend  the  motion  of  the  gentletniD  fnn 
Pennsylvania  as  lo  send  the  memorial  tu  the  comniiltt 
already  appointed  on  the  subject  of  amendmcnit  to  Ae 
constitution  of  the  United  Statesi  for  it  McinecltobiB 
to  belong  more  properly  to  one  of  those  pigtos-holH 
kept  in  reserve  for  matters  of  this  deieriptioii,  tbis  u 
the  custody  of  such  a  committee  aa  the  geatlriHui  fna 
Pennsylvania  bad  la  view.  From  the  mnneriB  vhick 
the  aubject  is  now  brought  fwwafd,  aa  well  u  rron  Ik 
place  of  ita  origin,  he  feared  there  was  somelbiDg  con- 
cealed and  sinister  to  be  sccompnsbcd.  He  siiLtd  tbt 
attention  of  tbe  House  to  the  character  of  the  piptr,  u 
given  in  the  abstract  to  which  he  had  referred.  Kcon- 
menced  with  a  lamentation  on  the  encroschmenli  of  Is- 
corpomted  comptniea  upon  the  rights  and  liberlin  if 
tlie  people,  and  especially  insists  upon  the  dinpr  >* 
personal  rights  and  civil  liberty  from  the  practice  of  tbe 
State  Governments  to  create  banking  institutioni-  Th' 
ia  no  leu  than  an  arraignment  of  State  legithtiw- 
The  wisdom  if  not  the  purity  of  the  State  Gorrmmnli 
is  impeached  at  the  bsr  of  this  House,  and  that  sulbofi^ 
and  diieretion  which  have  been  exercised  for  nnrlrbin 
a  century,  in  the  constitution  of  incorporated  comptm 
cornea  now  to  be  denounced  aa  nn  abuie  of  power,  A» 
gerous  to  the  libertica  of  the  people.  By  whom  (km 
Mr.  L.)  is  the  power  which  is  thus  complained  of  t«f 
eised,  and  from  whom  is  it  derived?  By  the  innedittt 
representatives  of  the  people,  deriving  all  their  >uibmt> 
ty  directly,  by  delegation,  from  the  people  thenHrlK^ 
The  complaint  is  a  libel  upon  the  good  sense,  the  viriM 
and  the  palriottam,  of  the  countiy.  And  was  it  tnieW 
there  exwted  in  every  part  of  the  VtAou  ineorpsnM 
companies,  which  were  continually^ncroschingosp^ 
ular  rights,  while  only  aome  twenty  individuals  is 
State  of  Pennsylvania  were  heedful  of  the  itngtfi 
all  the  rest  of  the  community  unconsciously  »iutol)c'"f 
over  their  injuries?  Tbe  suggestira  WW  unworihj  » 
serious  notice. 

Hut  (proceeded  Ur.  L.)  these  pure>mlnded  and  F'* 
triotic  memorialists  do  not  real  their  allegatiosi  «p<^ 
mere  generalities.  They  point  out  to  tbe  attention  " 
this  House  the  ipecific  vidatlona  of  the  conttiisiM* 
which  Stale  legislation  bss  committed.  The  cmtnnot 
banking  corporations,  say  they,  contravenes  thst  pro^ 
ion  of  the  constitution  which  prohibits  the  Statn  f"* 
coining  money  and  emitting  billaof  credit,  ^'fr 
sovereignty  ia  ibua  invaded,  and  ibe  safegusrdt  of  «' 
pwple  violated!  Surely  the  objection  is  preienlw 
for  the  first  ttee  nt  rather  too  ble  n  dsy  for  the  i<><^ 
vcntiOD  of  the  power  of  Congresa  to  a  prerentioB 
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evil,  if  the  tpplicBtian  of  thst  pover  could  even  have 
been  so  directed.  Singular,  however,  aa  was  the  objec- 
tion, when  addressed  to  the  consideralion  of  this  Houie, 
it  had  not  altt^ether  the  merit  of  novelty.  The  gentle- 
man from  Peon^lraBia,  in  his  speech,  has  seemed,  in- 
deed, to  gtre  to  it  the  anotian  of  bis  countenance.  He 
(Mr.  L.), remembered  to  have  read,  in  the  earijr  history 
of  banking  institutions  in  his  own  State,  something'  of  a 
TCWspsper  amiment  to  the  same  point;  but  it  had  been 
orerruled  and  repudiated  by  the  judgment  of  wise  and 
intelligent  men,  and  by  the  uniform  legislation  of  the 
[  States  on  the  subject.  Its  serious  repetition,  as  a  practi- 
cal rule  of  action^  would  now  be  scooted  by  eveiy  con- 
t^raie  politician  in  the  country.  He  could  not  believe 
that  any  genlleoaan  worthy  at  a  seat  on  this  floor  would 
attempt  to  sustain  for  a  moment  an  argutDent  upon  the 
objection. 

But  the  memorialists  complain  of  the  abuses  and  per- 
versions of  the  powers  of  chartered  corporations,  of  the 
exclusive  privileges  and  monopolies  which  they  confer* 
and  of  their  encroachment  upon  the  just  and  equal 
rights  of  all  the  citizens.  And  what  is  the  roeanre  of 
remedy  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  wonld 
propose  by  his  select  committee?  Host  certainly  not 
the  exercise  of  a  supervisory  autboiily  by  Congress  over 
State  legialition.  This  would  more  directly  conflict 
A  with  the  constitution,  which  guaranties  to  the  States  the 
exerciie  of  all  tbe  powers  not  granted  to  the  Federal 
Government.  If  these  powers  are  indiscreetly  exerciud 
by  the  States^  redreu  is  with  the  peoplci  but  if  the 

5 round  of  comphint  be  in  the  abuse  of  a  limited  and 
elegated  authority,  conferred  by  acts  of  incorporation, 
the  appeal  is  to  the  source  of  that  authority,  the  Legis- 
lature itself,  or  to  tbe  Judiciary.  In  either  case,  the  reme- 
dy is  not  to  be  found  here.  It  is  at  borne,  with  the  me- 
morialists  themselves,  and  the  constituents  of  those  who 
administer  their  Governmentt  with  the  people,  and  those 
who  are  accounti^le  to  the  people.  Congreas  has  no 
power  over  tbe  subject.  Bid  the  gentleman  from  PeniH 
qrlvania  pretend.lbat  Congtcia  had  auch  power?  And 
was  this  the  argument  upon  which  this  select  committee 
was  to  be  raised? 

But  he  (Mr.  L.)  was  desirous  of  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  more  particularly  to  another  part  of  the 
memorial.  As  if  aware  that  neither  the  measure  of  pre- 
vention nor  redress  for  existing  greivances  rested  with 
Congress,  these  twenty  or  more  memorialists  gravely  re- 
quest that  the  assendiled  wisdom  of  the  nation  would 
propose  to  the  States  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  Stales,  by  which  they  may  be  restrained 
in  tbe  exercise  of  their  own  jurisdiction  and  sovereignly. 
The  States  were  to  be  called  upon  to  surrender  the 
right  which  they  bad  enjoyed  for  a  period  of  time  coe- 
val with  their  exiatence,  and  under  the  authority  of 
which  institutions  had  been  created  in  all  the  depart- 
menls  of  business  and  in  wd  of  every  important  interest 
in  the  eommanity.  An  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
prohibiting  the  States  from  granting  acts  of  incorpora- 
tion. 

la  there  a  man  weak  enough  to  believe  that  such  a 
proposition  would  find  favor  with  a  single  legislature  in 
the  Union;  or  mad  enough,  in  the  present  state  of  tbe 
buMoeai  concerns  of  the  country,  to  desire  its  succeu? 
What!  ask  a  State  Legislature  to  surrender  a  portion  of 
its  Slate  sovereignty,  to  deny  to  Itself  a  salutary  power, 
lest  it  may  be  unwisely  and  unprofitably  osedi  a  power 
now  become  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  people, 
mnd  without  which  there  could  be  no  security  for  pres- 
sent  possessions,  or  hope  of  improvement  in  the  future! 
But  it  may  be  said  that  the  restriction  proposed  is  of 
banking  incorporations  only,  and  tbe  amendment  would 
operate  but  %  partial  abridgment  of  a  questionable  au- 
ttiority.  4t  ii  sufficient  to  reply,  that  the  authority  hii 
Vn.  XUI.— 75 


been  claimed  and  exercised  by  the  oldest  States,  from 
the  earliest  period,  and  by  the  youngest  almost  as  the 
first  act  of  their  sovereignty.  Both  its  existence  and  its 
exercise  have  become  indispensable  to  the  welfare  of 
the  country.  Aa  well  might  tbe  power  of  enacting  mu- 
nicipal regulations  be  denied  to  the  State  Legislatures, 
as,  in  tbe  present  state  of  things,  the  right  of  granting 
to  the  operations  of  buuness  the  facilities  of  banking  in- 
stitutions be  withdrawn.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania himself,  upon  bis  own  responsibility,  will  not  ven- 
ture to  propose  it.  He  adroitly  and  somewhat  cautious- 
ly advocates  sending  tbe  subject  to  an  inquiry  only,  with- 
out suggesting  an  t^inioB  of  what  should  be  the  defi- 
nite result. 

But  be  (Mr.  L.)  would  put  it  to  the  House  to  eonnd- 
er  the  efTect  of  tbe  proposition.  An  amendment  to  the 
constitution  could  have  no  retrospective  operation.  It 
could  not  impair  tbe  existence  or  the  powers  of  banks 
already  created.  In  restraining  the  States  from  further 
grants,  it  would  but  increase  the  influence  and  augment 
the  power  for  mischief,  if  that  was  tbeir  tendency,  as  tbe 
memtu^alists  assume,  of  such  as  were  already  in  being. 
It  would,  indeed,  be  to  create  exclusive  privileges,  and 
constitute,  during  the  continuance  of  pre-existing  char- 
ters, odious  moneyed  monopolies.  And  was  this  tbe 
'Purpose  the  memorialists  had  in  view?  He  would  sub- 
mit to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  answer. 

Mr.  L.  contended  that  it  was  most  obvious  nothing  of 
legitimate  legislation  could  come  of  the  reference  of  tbe 
memorial  to  a  select  ctMimitlee  of  this  House.  The  al- 
leged abusea  by  the  State  banks^  and  the  supposed  din- 
ger to  public  liberty  from  the  existence  of  such  institu- 
tions, were  subjects  not  within  the  cognizance  of  Con- 
greas. They  belonged  to,  and  might  properly  be  ad- 
dressed to  tbe  consideration  of,  tbe  people.  Tbe  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  constitution  in  the  particular  pointed 
out  in  the  memorial  was  too  preposterous  to  be  enter- 
tained for  a  moment.  The  gentleman  who  asks  the  ref- 
erence will  not  do  himself  the  discredit  to  advocate  the 
meMure.  There  muat  be  something,  then,  in  the  mo- 
tive for  the  presentation  of  tbe  memorial,  at  this  time, 
beyond  tbat  which  meets  the  eye.  A  further  reference 
to  the  document  msy  explain  the  object — I  would  not  be 
misunderstood,  (said  Mr.  L.) — not  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman, but  of  the  memorialistst  of  persons  not  here,  but 
elsewhere.  If  he  recollected  rightly  the  contents  of  the 
paper,  it  conveya  a  complaint  of^  a  violation  of  Uw 
by  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  Statest  and  hence,  probably, 
the  inducement  for  an  appeal  to  Congress.  The  Bank  of 
(be  United  States,  say  the  memorialists,  hu  reissued  bills 
before  redeemed,  and  which,  by  law,  should  thereafter 
have  been  excluded  from  circulation.  What  bank  has 
committed  this  outrage  upon  public  law,  and  what  bills 
have  been  thus  reissued?  The  Bank  of  tbe  United  Statea 
chartered  by  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
has  rrisaued  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government. 
Admitting  the  truth  of  tbe  accusation,  he,  (Mr.  L.,) 
opon  bis  reapon^bility  as  a  lawyer,  would  tell  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  ihat  Congress  bad  no  power 
over  the  matter.  He  would  plead  to  the  jurisdiction. 
He  denied  the  right  of  Congress  to  institute  an  investi- 
gation into  the  conduct  of  a  bank  deriving  its  exietenee 
and  holding  its  powers  from  State  authority,  or  of  in- 
quiriiv  into  any  of  its  measures*  Tbe  Bank  of  the 
United  States  incorporated  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
is  such  an  institution.  It  owes  no  accountability  to  the 
Federal  Government,  and  is  amenable  to  no  animad- 
version from  this  source.  Whether  it  has  issued  its  own 
bills,  or  reissued  tbe  bills  of  other  banks,  lawTuHy  or  un* 
lawhilly,  it  may  well  deride  the  authority  of  this  body 
to  take  ciognizanee  of  the  matter.  It  belongs  to  the 
GoTernment  of  tbe  State,  and  to  that  only,  in  its  legishi- 
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live  or  judicial  department,  to  punish  »ny  inrmction  of 
iti  charter.  If  in  offence  coniisti  in  the  facts  charf^ed 
by  the  memorialiRtf,  it  ia  not  for  this  House  to  apply 
the  cnrractive.  Nor  can  it  be  urged  that  (he  agpect  of 
the  caM  ia  chanKcd  by  consid«-in)ir  the  federal  Bank  of 
the  United  8iitet  privy  to  the  reitme  of  iti  bills  by  the 
Stale  initilntioni  for  what  rule  of  law  does  this  vMate* 
la  any  genllcman  here  (inquired  Mr.  L.)  >o  little  con- 
venant  with  the  buainesi  of  banks  as  not  to  know  that 
these  instiliitions  are  daily  receivinfr  the  bills  of  each 
other,  and  ss  freely  payinj;  them  out  as  their  own  orifri- 
nal  issues^  The  memortal  allef^s  no  agency  of  the  frd- 
eral  bank  in  the  act  complained  oft  imputes  no  refusal  to 
redeem  ita  paper;  chant<>a  no  neitlect  of  duty,  or  viola- 
tion of  obligation.  What,  then,  is  to  be  inquired  into^ 
That  whielH  if  admitted,  comtilutei  no  wroiw  in  the 
corporation  subject  to  your  jurisdiction;  and,  if  any 
crime  in  another,  is  entirely  beyond  your  control. 

Mr.  L.  proceeded,  at  soine  length,  to  »haw  that  the 
memorial  contained  nothing  to  which  the  inquiry  of  a 
committee  could  properly  be  directed,  and  that  its  pre- 
aentation,  at  thia  time,  was  delusive  and  colorable,  in- 
tended to  cover  other  and  unavowed  objects.  It  ia  not 
(said  Mr.  L.)  in  my  nature  unworthily  to  distrust  the 
motives  and  sufpect  the  honest  pnrposes  ofolherstand 
I  hegapain  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  under- 
stand that  I  ascribe  to  him  no  improper  views  in  this 
matter.  But  there  may  be  those  who,  it  may  not  be  un- 
charitable to  Biifpect,  in  the  absence  of  all  other  dis- 
coverable motives,  may  intend  more  than  the  gentleman 
himself  Is  aware  of.  It  is  possible,  even,  that  this  me- 
morial is  brought  up,  at  this  time,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
jporrectingexIstincrabuBea,  but  for  party  political  efTect — 
not  here,  in  this  House,  but  elsewhere— at  home,  in  tiie 
country,  with  the  people  of  Pennsylvania. 

This  House  (continued  Mr.  L.)  need  not  to  be  in- 
formed that  it  had  been  doubted  by  aome  gentlemen 
whether  the  power  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
had  been  wisely  exercised  in  the  recharter,  as  it  was 
termed,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  a  Slate  in- 
stitution. This  was  r  question  with  which-  he  con- 
ceived the  House  had  nothing  to  do.  For  himself,  he 
had  felt  no  personal  interest  in  the  fate  of  the  old  bank, 
and  had  no  especial  sympathy  with  those  who  mourned 
over  its  destructioni  neither  did  he  lake  any  concern, 
such  as  the  memorialtsis  of  Pennsylvania  might  indulge, 
in  the  new  institution,  which,  like  a  phcenix,  had  arisen 
from  its  ashes.  He  bad  understood,  however,  that  a 
proposition  was  before  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
to  ascertain  under  what  influences  the  new  charter  was 
obtained.  It  might  aid  the  purposes  of  tluise  who  in- 
stigated that  investigation,  that  a  cUmor  should  be  raised 
in  the  House  against  the  institution.  It  might  be  that, 
by  getting  up  a  report  by  a  select  cnmrnillee,  distrust 
was  to  be  thronn  upon  all  simitar  institutions  in  the 
country.  It  might  be  that  the  report  of  such  a  com- 
mittee, properly  constituted,  would  promote  essentially 
Oie  purposes  of  the  inquiry  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
banks  might  be  discredited,  the  currency  discredited, 
paper  money  refused,  and  the  golden  age,  to  authorita- 
tively predicted  and  promised,  confided  in.  He  (Mr. 
L.)  would  not  say  that  this  wag  the  end  intended  to  be 
aecomplishedt  but  this  he  would  say,  there  were  those 
who  would  derive  a  weight  of  influence  in  favor  of  their 
opinions  from  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  more 
especially  in  the  event  of  a  certain  issue  to  their  delibera- 
tions, which  it  would  be  most  difficult  to  withstand.  lie, 
in  short,  greatly  feared  that  (he  mere  appointment  of  a 
committee,  upon  such  vague  suggestions  as  the  memorial 
contained,  wuuld  throw  distrust  over  all  banking  institu- 
tions, and  lake  away  that  little  remaining  confidence 
which  was  atiil  cherished  in  the  aoundness  of  the  circula- 
ting medium  of  the  country.   In  this  pwnt  of  view,  the 


subject  was  certainly  deserving  of , the  most  aerioaa  con. 
aiderationt  and  if  the  object  proposed  by  the  gentlemao 
from  Pennsylvania  was  only  s«ch  ss  he  has  avowed,  he 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  might  well  be  efTected 
without  giving  to  the  most  suspicious  occasion  for  alarm. 
Let  the  gentleman  tceede  to  his  (Mr.  L'e)  propracd 
amendment  to  his  motion,  and  tend  tbe  memorial  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  revise  tbe  constitution,  wlibout 
particular  reference  to  the  objects  of  these  memorialists, 
if  he  will  not  consent  to  this,  let  him  boldly  aasume  the 
responsibility  of  the  whole  proposition,  and  offer  a  reso- 
lution declaring  the  expediency  of  rertricting  tbe  States 
in  the  power  of  creating  banking  corporations,  and  be 
himself  among  the  first  to  ask  the  consent  of  hia  own  en- 
lightened Commonweahh  to  iti  adoption,  and  the  sur- 
render of  its  own  diaeretkm  to  the  dictation  of  federal 
power.  If  the  dangers  from  bsnka  and  other  eorpm- 
tinns  be  such  as  the  memortal  represents,  this  will  be 
laying  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  mischiefi  for,  by  tbe 
wholesome  reform  of  denying  power  lo  the  Statea,  there 
will  be  found  the  moat  effectual  protection  from  ill 
abuse.  The  gentleman  himaelf  might  be  bardly  yet  pre- 
pared for  the  application  of  so  thorough  a  corrective. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  moving  to  amend  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  by  striking  out  tlw 
words  "a  select  committee,"  and  inserting  "the  select 
committee  lo  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  which  relates  to  a  proposed  amendmeid 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  also  peti- 
tions and  resolutions  presented  at  the  last  and  present 
session,  on  the  subject  of  amendment!  to  ttie  constitu- 
tion." 

Mr.  HARPER  said  hia  colleague  had  closed  his  re. 
marks  by  saying  that  this  was  not  a  party  measure,  nor 
intended  to  operate  on  the  present  parties  of  the  country. 
I  wish  (said  Mr.  H.)  I  could  believe  this  as  far  as  re- 
spects all  who  are  concerned  in  getting  up  ibia  meroonal 
and  bringing  it  before  this  House.  U  ia  now,  aa  tt  origi- 
nslly  was,  1  have  no  doubt,  intended  to  bring  the  dur* 
seler  and  influence  of  this  House  to  bear  upon  this  que*-' 
lion  in  tpother  body,  now  engsgcd  or  expected  to  be  en- 
gaged in  an  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  United  States 
Uank. 

I  shall  not  aliempt  to  fullow  my  colleague  through  tie 
various  ramifications  and  views  that  be  has  thought  prop- 
er to  tuke  of  thiaaubject,  but  ahall  confine  myself  to  the 
petitinn  and  such  matlrrsas  necessarily  grow  out  of  it. 
This  petition,  which  now  seriously  engages  the  deliben- 
tiona  and  time  of  this  House,  is  signed  by  twenty-e<j;bt 
names,  not  five,  perhnps,  of  whom  have  the  least  kno«>- 
edge  nf  the  operations  of  bsnking;  and  what  du  they  ask' 
That  Congress  shall  take  into  its  hands  and  remodel  the 
whole  banking  system  of  the  United  Stales.  Bu*,  aa 
this  is  not  a  subject  which  has  heretofore  been  comic'rr- 
rd  to  be  legitimately  within  the  province  of  the  officia! 
duties  of  Congress,  I  should  not  have  adverted  to  it  but 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  well  those  petilionen 
are  acquainted  with  the  subject  to  which  they  have 
thought  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  Ibia  House- 
Sir,  my  colleague  has  thought  proper,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks  to  comment  on  the  depreciated  state  of  the 
currency  of  the  country.  Without  stopping  to  inqu M 
how  far  he  or  the  petitioners  are  correct  in  that  respect, 
let  us  suppose  that  it  is  so  that  ihere  haa  a  depteciatira 
in  the  currency  taken  place.  To  whom,  1  ask,  are  «e 
indebted  for  that  depreciation ^  To  the  present  admin* 
istration  and  its  supporters,  among  whom  my  colleague 
has  been  one  of  the  most  zealous.  Wlien  they  assumed 
the  reing  of  government  we  had  a  sound  if  not  the  veiv 
soundest  currency  in  the  world;  when  it  was  of  a  mixed 
character,  of  specie  and  paper  combined.  Wtill,  sir, 
they  set  about  to  mend  lit  and  how  have  Ihcy  done  ■•' 
They  declared  it  to  be  Ibcir  inieniion  to  give  osa  vpecie 
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currency!  instead  of  which,  they  hive  doubled  the  paper 
cireuUtion,  and  now  exettim  tgainat  and  endeavor  to 
transfer  to  their  opponents  the  blame  and  responsibility 
for  Ihe  evils  they  have  brought  upon  the  country.  But 
it  may  be  asked,  how  have  the  measures  of  the  admin- 
istration brought  those  evils  upon  the  country?   1  answer, 
by  the  prostralion  of  the  United  Sutes  Bank*  an  instilu- 
Ikm  which  they  still  continue  to  pursue  with  unabated 
rancor,  beeauK  they  hare  not  been  able  entirely  to  de- 
stroy it.    I  may  be  asked,  in  what  measure  were  we  in* 
debted  to  the  United  States  Bank  for  the  aoundness  of 
our  currency  at  the  time  the  Government  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  present  adminihtration'    I  answer,  that  that 
bank,  ccmaidering  itaelf  a  national  institution,  felt  it  to  be 
a  part  of  Its  duty,  as  well  as  ita  interest,  to  preserve  a 
sound  currency  in  the  country  stfar  as  it  possibly  could) 
to  accomplish  which  it  voluntarily  subjected  itself  to  con- 
siderable expense  and  the  liability  of  sustaining  heavy 
losses.    This  desirable  object  it  accomplislied  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:    Whenever  it  found,  by  the  quantity  of 
paper  in  circulation  belonging  to  any  bank,  city,  or  State, 
that  an  overissue  had  taken  place,  tlie  bank  collected 
these  overissues  whenever  they  were  to  be  found  in  the 
posseaaion  of  its  debtors,  returned  Ihetn  on  the  institu- 
tions which  had  put  them  Into  circulalion,  and  demanded 
payment.    If  the  banka  thus  brought  in  debt  were  una- 
ble to  pay,  which  was  often  the  case,  the  United  States 
Bank,  inatead  of  oppressingor  straitening  them  unneces- 
sarily, rt^ade  arrangements  with  them,  and,  by  receiving 
a  reasonable  interest,  gave  them  time  to  redeem  their 
notes  by  graduid  curtaitmenta.    Thu^  sir,  they  were  re- 
atrained  within  proper  limits,  and  a  wholesome  currency 
preserved  in  the  country,  while  the  United  Slates  Bank 
ran  the  riak,  in  case  a  failure  should  take  place  of  any 
bank  whose  notes  they  held,  of  GUBtsining  the  whole 
loss  of  the  notes  then  in  its  possession.    This  wholesome 
check  has  been  removed  by  the  present  administration 
and  its  frit-nds,  and  the  consequence  predicted  by  the 
opposition  has  followed.    The  country  hasbecome  flood- 
ed with  SUte  bank  paper,  until  the  authors  of  the  evil 
have  themselves  become  alarmed,  and  now  endeavor,  by 
every  wile  and  stratagem  which  they  can  invent,  to  trans, 
fer  the  odium  lo  tlieir  opponenta,  who  labored  from  the 
first  to  avert  the  evil. 

But  there  is  another  sitbject  which  my  honorable  cul- 
ItiSflfite  and  the  petitioners  have  thought  proper  tu  bring 
before  this  House,  with  which,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
we  have  nothing  to  do.    The  United  States  Bank,  which 
was  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  during 
the  last  session  of  Ihat  body,  is  gravely  charged  with  re- 
issuing the  notes  of  the  United  Spates  Bank,  the  charter 
of  which  expired  last  Murch.    Well,  sir,  suppose  they 
have.    Had  (hey  not  a  right  ao  to  do?    Must  the  present 
United  Slates  Bank  be  deprived  of  a  privilege  that  be. 
lungs  to  every  other  bank  and  individual  in  the  United 
States^    Suppose  the  bank  in  possesuun  of  a  quantity  of 
the  notes  of  the  old  bank,  which  have  been  received  in 
payment  of  debts  due  to  the  present  bank,  (and  I  am  un- 
Hcqiiftinted  with  any  oilier  means  by  which  it  became 
possessed  of  Ihem,)  and  an  individual  shouKl  be  not  only 
willing-  but  desirous  to  receive  these  nt'tesforadebt  due 
from  the  bank  to  him,  why  should  (lie  United  States  Bank 
be  dt^prived  of  the  privilege  of  paying  them  out,  any 
more  than  any  other  bank  or  indiviflual  in  the  country? 
I  know  of  no  reason  except  that  the  bank  happens  to 
be  ill  bad  odor  with  the  present  administration  of  the 
Union  ftud  its  supporters. 

Sir,  the  paper  of  this  wanlunly  and  unjustly  abused 
and  vilified  bank  is  at  this  moment  the  best  paper  cur- 
rency in  the  country.  There  is  not  a  gentleman  witliin 
the  sound  of  my  voice,  from  the  South  or  West,  tbut 
does  not  know  that  this  paper  is  anxiously  sought  and 
purch:4Acd  in  their  sections  of  the  country,  at  from  three 


to  live  per  cent,  premium.  It  is  found  to  be  the  only 
paper  with  which  they  can  travel  through  allpartaof 
(he  country,  without  being  subjected  to  inconvenience  or 
loss  by  the  payment  of  discounts  during  (heir  journey. 

But  another  idea  is  thrown  out,  Mr.  Speaker:  that  the 
circulation  of  these  notes  by  the  present  Bank  of  the 
United  States  will  prevent  the  old  bank  from  winding  up 
its  affairs,  and  subject  the  United  States,  in  common 
with  the  other  stockholders,  to  (he  liability  of  losses 
which  they  would  not  otherwise  incur.  Is  this  the  fact? 
if  it  be,  I  should  like  to  be  told  in  what  manner  it  can 
happen.  The  notes  are  liable  to  be  lost  or  destroyed) 
will  (hat  be  a  loss  lo  the  stockholders?  I  apprehend  not, 
as  they  will  never  have  to  pay  them  if  they  are  not  pre- 
sented. This  will  be  a  gain  instead  of  a  loss  to  the  bank* 
and  consequently  an  advantage  to  the  stockholdera. 

But  will  it  prevent  the  bank  from  wiltding  up  its  af- 
fairsf  I  apprehend  not,  sir.  It  is  well  known  that  every 
bank  keeps  a  record  of  all  the  notes  it  issues,  and  that  it 
must  at  ail  times  hold  itself  prepared  to  redeem  them. 
Now,  let  us  suppose  that  this  bank  is  desirous  to  wind 
up  its  affairs,  and  pay  over  the  amount  of  stock  and  divi- 
dends due  to  the  stockholders',  and  upon  examination  it 
finds  that  there  is  still  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  its 
notes  in  circulation.  What,  then,  becomes  its  dutyf 
Why,  simply  to  set  aside  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  these  notes  as  they  shall  be  pre- 
sented, and  paying  over  to  the  stockholders  the  balance 
of  assets  which  it  may  then  possess,  nhich  is  all  to  which 
they  can  lay  any  legal  claim.  Need  I  pursue  this  argu- 
ment any  further,  to  prove  that  the  stockholders  cannot 
'  possibly  lose  any  thing  by  this  operation,  or  that  the 
winding  up  of  the  bank  need  not  be  delayed  in  conse- 
quence of  some  of  its  notes  being  in  circulation?  I  have 
never  been  the  advocateof  banks  of  any  descriptioni  but 
if  we  must  have  Ihem,  and  I  believe  such  is  the  general 
sentiment  of  the  country,  then  let  iis  nut  carry  on  a  war 
against  those  that  are  best  managed,  and  are  calculated 
to  do  most  good,  and  nurture  those  from  whom  wevhava 
most  evil  to  apprehend. 

Sir,  the  objects  sought  to  be  aeeomplished  by  the  pe- 
titioners cannot  be  effected  by  this  House  without  an  al- 
teration of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  or  the 
unsettling  of  the  whole  principles  tipon  which  your  Gov- 
ernment has  been  administered  ever  since  the  adoption 
of  the  federal  constitution.  They  ask  you  to  take  away 
a  power  which  the  Slates  have  always  possessed — that 
of  granting  bsnk  charters.  Have  you  a  right  to  deprive 
the  States  of  that  power,  without  an  alteration  of  the  con- 
atilulion  oftbe  United  States?  A  negative  to  this  ques- 
tion would,  I  believe,  be  almost  unanimous  throughout 
the  Union.  To  what  committee,  then,  should  the  peti- 
tion go?  I  answer,  to  the  committee  already  appuitited, . 
which  has  in  charge  the  various  amendments  proposed 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  If  you  send  it 
to  a  select  committee,,  what  will  be  the  object,  and  what 
have  we  to  expect?  A  report  that  will  contradict  the 
assertion  of  my  colleague,  'nliat  iWt  is  net  a  party  meas. 
ure,  or  intended  for  party  purposes."  You,  dr,  I  pre- 
dict, if  you  get  ft  report  at  all,  will  get  one  of  a  most  de- 
cided partisan  character.  Sir,  I  bud  no  intention  when 
I  came  in  of  saying  a  word  on  this  subject,  and  regret 
that  I  have  detained  the  House  so  long. 
.  Hr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  he  bad  no  idea,  when 
he  stated  on  yesterday  that  he  wikhed  to  have  his  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  gratified  in  his  request,  -that  this  sub- 
ject would  create  a  debate  taking  so  wide  a  range  as 
that  which  the  House  had  witnessed;  and  it  was  no  part 
of  his  purpose  now  lo  extend  it  much  further.  He  bad 
perceived,  however,  a  disposition  in  the  House  to  be- 
come early  possessed  of  some  subject  worthy  of  debate 
in  that  body,  on  wliich  lo  hang  speeches  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  the  public.    Mr.  M.  said  he  had  not  deemed  this 
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of  weh  pneral  intereat.  ahbough  be  vouM  •doA  its  in- 
triiule  importtncet  tnd  he  nrprewed  the  hope  th»t  the 
itanding  commitleei  of  the  Houte  would  very  toon  be 
able  to  prnent  to  iti  coniideration,  and  Tor  ita  action, 
the  important  roeuures  of  the  sesaion.  Theie  he  deemed 
were— the  reduction  of  the  rerenue  to  the  wand  of  the 
Governmenit  the  restriction  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  to  actual  settlerii  the  maintenance  of  our  neutrality 
towards  belligerant  nstioni*  more  especially  towards 
Mexico  and  Texas;  and  the  annual  necrnary  appropria- 
tions for  the  supporti>r  Government.  When  these  sub- 
jects are  before  the  House,  honorable  gentlemen  will 
hare  s  field  wide  enough  to  cserciae  their  highest  pow- 
ers. The  House  would  recollect  (aaid  Mr.  M.)  that  his 
friend  from  Pennnlvania  [Mr.  GiLaaiiTB}  bad  hereto- 
fore made  some  efforts  to  bring  the  subject  of  ibia  peti- 
tion before  it  and  before  the  country,  m  which  he  bad 
not  been  as  succosfiil  as  be  (Mr.  M.)  thought  he  de- 
terred. That  gentleman  had  not  often  atlced  the  House 

'  for  favors  of  any  kindi  he  had  bekn  as  modeit  in  that  re- 
spect as  most  gentlemen  representing  the  people  on  that 
floor.  Mr.  M.  said  he  understood  that  his  friend  who 
presented  this  petition  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject, because  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  bad  established,  or  were  about  establiah- 
ing,  a  brandi  of  that  Institution  in  the  district  which  he 
repTeseirtedi  and  Mr.  M.  tlwaght  it  but  right  that  the 
gentleman  should  have  an  opportunity,  aa  chairman  of  a 

.  select  committee,  to  reaiat  what  he  deemed  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  rights  of  his  constituents,  by  s  great  mo- 
neyed power.  He  desired,  also,  at  the  ame  time,  to 
reMst  the  extension  of  the  paper  system— of  psper  mo- 

^  nej— whether  under  the  federsi  or  State  aumirities,  by 
an  examination  of  the  subjeet  in  reference  to  the  spirit 
of  our  institutions.  To  this  Mr.  M.  saw  no  weTt-fouiided 
objection,  because  it-was  not  proposed  by  the  petition- 
ers, or  the  gentleman  from  PennFylvanin,  to  apply  the 
powers  oF  this  Government  to  remedy  Ibe  present  evils, 
but  t(f  strike  at  the  root,  by  considering  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  constitution  ao  aa  to  prohibit  the  ^^stes, 
by  tlieir  own  consent,  from  granting  banking  privileges 
and  profits  by  their  leg^ilation  to  one  clsu  of  their  citi- 
zens, (under  the  pretence  of  the  public  good,)  which, 
in  the  nature  of  thingr,  must  be  denied  to  all  othera. 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  has  not  the  psper  system  of  this 
country  extended  itself  far  enough,  identifying  itself 
with  all  the  interests  of  society  in  every  department  of 
trade,  devouring  the  productive  labor  of  tboae  who  sub- 
mit to  the  laws  of  Hesven,  and  procure  th«ir  bread  by 
the  sweat  of  their  browsf  Why  is  it,  sir,  that  for  the 
last  tenor  fineen years  the  commonity  has  been  kept 
aJmost  constantly  in  a  feveridi  condition  repeeting  the 
currency,  rendenng  their  properly  and  their  productive  la- 
bor insecure,  by  changing  the  standard  of  value,  or  rather 
destroying  it?  Has  it  not  been  principally  owing  to  the 
fluctuations  in  our  paper  avhtem,  sometimes  swelling  it- 
■elf  like  the  full  tides  of  the  ocean,  and  then  suddenly 
receding,  carrying  its  thoughtless  snd  careless  votaries 
to  the  (Urk  abodes  of  devouring  avarice  f 

What  is  a  proper  remedy  for  this'  asked  Mr.  M.  Why, 
the  genllemsn  from  Pennsylvania,  who  has  just  resumed 
his  sea^  [Mr.  Hinvxii,]  Rnds  it  in  a  Bank  uf  the  United 
Stales,  to  regulate  the  issues  of  the  subordinate  racloriea, 
by  driving  their  products  home,  and  substituting  their 
own,  which,  he  believes,  ia  the  very  best  currency  in 
the  world.  This  remedy,  air,  has  uaually  incresaed  the 
disease.  Instead  ofregelating,  rektratning,  or  eoolrolhng, 
the  paper  issues  by  the  Slate  bankii,  it  has  increased 
them  by  the  sddition  of  its  own  issues  falling  into  the>r 
raulta  aa  capital.  The  gentleman  from  Maasachusetta 
[Mr.  Likcolr]  supposes  that  it  ia  alibel  upon  the  peo- 
ple to  even  entertain  the  idea  of  restraining  the  paper 
system  in  ita  operation,  and  does  not  seem  willing  to 


treat  thll  petition  with  common  respect.  There  are,  lur, 
(said  Mr.  M.,)  those  in  the  SUte  which  in  part  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent,  as  well  as  in  Hasaachuaetta,  who 
maintain  that  the  greater  part  of  the  b1esnn){B  vouchsafed 
from  God  to  man  come  through  a  bank  under  their  con- 
trol. It  has,  however,  been  donbted  there,  by  some, 
whether  those  blessings  are  not  shaved  and  diminished 
before  they  effect  the  purposes  devgned  by  the  Great 
Giver.  This  is  not  the  case  (Mr.  M.  presumed)  with 
the  constituency  of  the  honorable  genilennan  from  Hss- 
sBchusetts,  and  therefore  he  ia  clear  that  things  are  blesi- 
ings  to  them,  which  are  esteemed  evils  by  moat  all  oth- 
ers. Mr.  M.  said  be  cnuld  here  make  answer  to  the  aev- 
eral  positions  assumed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
MsBsachusetis,  which  be  Irasted  would  be  ntiifactotyi 
but  he  had  already  occupied  tiie  House  much  longer  than 
he  intended  when  he  arose,  and  be  ebuld  not  deem  it 
neceaaary  or  useful  to  detain  it  loneer  for  such  purpose. 
He  hoped  the  petition  would  receive  the  same  respect 
which  was  usually  accorded  to  thoae  wbidi  weie  in  re- 
ape  ctful  terms. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  under  the  idt- 
presaion  that,  at  the  last  session,  this  memorial  was  re- 
ferred to  one  of  the  standing  cummittees  of  the  Hooae. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  GAxanam] 
takes  It  from  the  filet  in  the  Clerk's  office,  and  again 
presents  it  to  our  consideration,  because,  for  want  of 
time,  or  from  some  other  cause,  it  aras  not  finally  diapo- 
aed  of  at  a  former  sesMon.  Why  (said  Mr.  P.)  ahootd  it 
now  receive  a  diJTerent  direciionF  What  haa  transpired 
to  require  Uiis?  Because  it  did  not  receive  the  action 
of  a  committee  at  a  former  session,  it  did  not  follow  that 
it  would  not  receive  such  aetitni  at  the  pretent  aeasion. 
To  refer  it  now  to  a  select  committee  would  not,  per- 
haps, be  a  direct  censtire  upon  one  of  the  standing  com* 
miltees  of  the  Rousej  but  he  would  submit  to  gentlemeo 
whether  it  would  be  paying  that  deference  and  respect 
to  a  standing  committee  it  was  entitled  to.  To  such  a 
committee  it  legitimately  belonged,  and  I  (aaid  Mr.  P-) 
am  not  diapoaed  to  gratify  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania, 
or  any  other  man,  to  take  from  committees  what  be- 
longs to  them.  1  have  taken  my  stand  upon  this  ssib- 
ject,  and  my  friend  from  Penn»ylvania  will  onderatacd 
that  it  is  not  to  oppose  him  that  I  object  to  his  motion, 
but  to  maintain  a  consialency  in  my  own  course  of  legis- 
lation. Heretofore,  select  committees  were  not  or- 
dered as  a  malter  of  ccurae,  never  without  good  cause; 
and  not  always  when,  in  the  opinion  of  many  genlle- 
men,'there  has  been  good  cause.  Such  haa  been  jhe 
temper  of  the  House  in  regard  to  them,  and  such  bat 
been  the  tenacity  with  which  those  who  composed  the 
standing  eommltteet  of  the  House  clung  to  what  be- 
longed to  them.  I  regret  to  say  that,  at  Ibia  seasicn, 
there  have  been  already  appointed  more  select  oontnit. 
tees  than  I  had  ever  before  known  during  a  whole  aes- 
sion  of  the  House, 

I  will  for  a  moment  examine  the  cITect  which  will  be 
produced  by,  atid  the  consequencea  which  will  foilow, 
the  too  frequent  appwnlment  of  these  select  eommiUres. 
One  member  wants  a  s-ibject  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, which  is  proper  for  the  consideration  of  one  oi 
(he  standing  ccimmiMtrs  of  the  House,  because  he,  as 
the  chairman  of  that  commillee,  can  have  it  under  his 
special  care,  will  be  able  to  present  it  to  the  House  in  a 
fair  light,  and  more  speedily,  for  its  action  thereon. 
Well,  air,  this,  in  the  estimation  of  some  gentlemen, 
may  be  all  well  enoughi  but  are  they  prepared  toaay  that 
one  member  shall  have,  by  concession  and  the  indul- 
grrce  of  the  House,  what  shall  be  denied  to  another*  If 
not,  sir,  then  where  and  in  «hat  tttuatipn  do  we  find 
ourselves?  Every  thing  which  any  member  haa  in  charge 
must  go,  or  certainly  mny  go,  to  a  select  committee. 
Your  standing  committees  may  l»oustcd  of  their  juri* 
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diction,  and  might  u  veil  be  abolidied  wA  one  time  u  et 

Miotber. 

There  ii  vHhal  %  little  rigfat  end  •  fittle  Jailice  inTolv- 
^  ed  in  thii  coniidermtion.  Ii  it  rigbt,  n  it  just*  that  an  in-  . 
tercflt  Bhould  be  committed  to  those  who  are  known,  in 
advance^  to  be  in  Tavor  of  \tl  I  think  not)  as  you  may 
not,  in  siieh  a  cate,  have  that  full  investigation,  and  that 
ftir  and  impartial  repreaenlation,  which  may  be  bad  of 
one  of  the  itanding  committees  of  the  House. 

For  an  illnatration  my  viewil  will  (said  Mr.  P.) 
recur  to  what  has  taken  place  at  this  sesrion,  not  to  ar- 
raign the  presiding  officer  of  the  House,  who  has,  I 
know,  done  no  more  than  conform  to  u«age  and  the 
course  of  those  who  have  preceded  him,  but  to  show  (he 
consequences  of  an  order  for  a  select  committee.  An 
honorable  member  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hawbs,]  with 
an  avowed  hostility  and  opposition  to  the  military  school 
at  West  Point,  honest  and  sincere,  (  have  no  doubt,  in 
his  Convictions  of  the  inutility  of  that  institution,  sub- 
aiita  a  proposition  and  inquiry  which  involve,  or  may  in- 
volve, the  further  continuance  of  that  institution,  and 
prays  for  a  select  committee.  Such  a  committee  is  or> 
dered,  consisting  of  nine  memberst  and  it  is  found  that, 
of  the  nine,  seven  are  friendly  to  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky*  and 
unfriendly  to  the  institution*  and  but  two  are  then>ienda 
of  the  same. 

I  complain  not  of  thi%  at  the  select  committee  was  or- 
dered, liecause  it  was  organized  according  to  the  tisagea 
of  the  House,  existing  in  the  organization  of  such  com- 
mittees; but  I  do,  Mr.  Speaker,  derive  from  it  an  argu- 
ment, and  1  hope  the  House  will  see  the  full  force  of  it, 
against  the  too  frequent  appointment  of  nlect  eomnit- 
tees. 

I  have  often  witnened  a  qiirit  which  veil  becomes 
them,  evinced  by  those  who  are  the  heads  of  standing 
committees  in  the  House,  toelalm'all  that  belonged  to 
them.  1  hope  I  shall  see  further  manifestations  of  this 
spirit.  We  made  at  the  commencement  of  the  seswon  a 
very  good  beginning.  An  honorable  member  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr-  Lbwib]  moved  a  reference  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  a  subject  which  the  veteran  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  clearly  showed  belonged  to  that 
coininittcef  and,  by  a  Tery  large  vote  of  the  House,  the 
•elect  committee  waa  denied,  and  the  subject  was  refer- 
red to  the  standing  committee  of  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Ur.  Whittlxsxt]  is  chairman. 
Why  was  this  done?  There  was  a  general  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  House,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  gratify  the 
gentleman  from  Alabamat  but  it  oould  not  be  done  with- 
out a  Tiolation  of  our  own  rales,  and  encroaching  upon 
the  rigbtfl  of  a  standing  committee  of  the  House. 

But  what,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  we  called  upon  to  do  by 
those  ^ntlemen  memorialists,  twenty-eight  in  number, 
compnaing,  I  hope,  not  al)  the  virtue  and  intelligence, 
purity  of  purpose,  and  integrity  of  character,  yet  re- 
maininfp  in  the-State  of  Pennsylvania?  They  complain  of 
the  increasing  issues  of  bank  paper  money  by  incorporated 
companies  in  the  different  States;  they  wish  Congreia  to 
inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution,  restricting  the  incorporation  of  banks 
by  the  several  States;  they  say  that  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  State*,  which  had  been  returned  to 
the  bank  for  redemption,  and  redeemed,  had  been  reis- 
aued  since  the  4th  of  March  Ust,  when  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  expired;  and  they  pray, 
generally,  for  relief  in  the  premises. 

When  (said  Mr.  P.)  men  are  in  mud  and  mire  so 
deep  that  they  cannot,  in  Iheir  opinion)),  extricate 
themselTCfl  without  calling  on  their  friends,  it  has  been 
generally  thou);ht  to  be  necessary  for  them  to  show,  be- 
fore they  received  ihe  required  aid,  (bat  the  proper  ef- 
fort on  tbeir  part  bubecn  made.  Sir,  ean  we  confer  upon 


these  honest  men  any  aid  which  they  may  not  have  and  en- 
joy, independently  of  any  action  on  our  part.'  What  saya 
the  constitution' of  the  United  StatM  upon  one  of  the  sub* 
jeota  referred  to  us  for  conaidention  by  these  twenty- 
eight  men?  **Con^ss,  whenever  two  thirds  of  both 
Houses  shall  deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose  amend- 
ments to  this  constitution;  or,  on  the  application  of  the 
Legislatures  of  two  thirds  of  the  several  States,  shall  call 
a  convention  for  propoung  amendments,"  &c.  I  would 
say,  sir,  to  those  honorable  men*  why  Is  not  this  good 
work  began  at  bomef  Do  not  yet  call  on  Hercules,  fiir 
you  have  not  yet  shown  that  you  have  done  all  you  were 
able  to  do. 

I  may  be  told  that  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  is 
corrupt,  and  an  appeal  to  that  body  would  be  an  ineffec- 
tual one.  Then  1  would  say,  appeal  to  the  ballot-boxi 
and  if,  perchance,  I  should  be  told  that  even  there  the 
proper  relief  could  not  be  had,  I  would  say  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvanisi  adt^t  and  carry  into  opetation  the 
sug^^tons  of  at  least  two  of  her  Governors^  Wolf  and  • 
Ritner:  establish  free  schools,  and  extend  tbe  dlflusioD 
of  light  and  science;  apply  all  that  will  to  you  belong, 
under  our  late  distribution  act,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
lightening the  rising  generation.  I  repear,  sir,  let  the 
men  of  Pennsylvania  begin  their  good  work  at  homcf 
fori  in  my  opinion,  it  does  not  become  them  to  pat  upon 
reeord  their  own  infiimy,  their  bribery,  and  their  corrup- 
tion, and  the  influence  of  Hr.  Biddle  and  his  bank  over 
then. 

Sir,  t  am  sorry  that  the  corrupting  influences  of  tbe 
man  or  his  bank  are  brou^t  to  our  view:  let  every  man 
have  his  due.  Mr.  Biddlesays  that  be  was  quite  indifTer- 
ent  about  a  reeharter,  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  .States.  He  made  no 
application  for  a  reeharter;  he  neither  corrupted  nor  se- 
duced any  one;  that  if  any  rapacious  act  was  oommitte*^ 
it  was  by  tbe  Legislature  upon  him,  and  not  by  him  upon 
Ihem;  and  one  would  suppose,  from  his  first  letter  ad- 
dressed to  my  venerable  friend  from  Massachusetts,  that 
there  would  not  have  been  any  violence  of  any  kind,  but 
for  the  proceedings  of  the  Pennsylvania  Le^slature. 
Surely,  sir,  these  twenty-eight  men  do  not  wish  us  to 
save  them  from  their  own  worst  enemies,  themselves. 

It  is,  has  long  been,  a  mooted  pnnt,  and  I  think  it  will 
long  remain  so,  whether  Congresi^  under  Uie  eonstitu- 
;  tion,  can  in  any  way  restrain  or  restrict  the  issues  of 
bank  paper  by  local  banks.  Depoeite  banks  can  be 
compelled  to  perform"  what  they  are  bound  by  contract 
with  tbe  Treasury  Department  to  do,  and  here  I  think 
the  matter  must  end.  I  am  not  now  prepared  to  say 
that  Congress  can,  as  the  eonstitalioa  now  is,  say  to  any 
State  in  Uila  Union,  you  shall  ineorpmte  so  many  and 
no  more  banking  institutions,  and  the  issues  of  those  hi- 
corpora(ed  shall  be  to  such  an  extent  as  we  may  pre- 
scribe,  and  not  beyond.  Sir,  I  am  not  a  very  great 
stickler  for  State  rights;  at  any  rate,  1  have  not  said  so 
much  in  &vur  of  them  as  many  others  have  said;  but  thia 
1  do  say,  that  1  am  ready,  and  as  well  prepared  as  any 
man  can  be,  to  resist  all  eneroachmenti  upon  State  sove- 
reignties, let  them  come  from  whatever  quarter  they 
may,  and  act,  when  there  shall  be  an  attempt  here  to  re- 
strain the  Legislature  of  the  State  from  which  I  come, 
in  what  we  deem  to  be  the  Uwful' exercise  of  its  powers, 
whether  in  incorporating  banking  institutions,  or  any 
other  institution!!,  that  attempt  will  be  fairly  met,  not  by 
me  alone,  and  wril  be  properly  resisted.  We  are  not 
yet  driven  to  the  necessity  of  declaring  to  tbe  world  our 
own  infamy,  and  begging  Congress,  becauMAve  are  cor- 
rupt, to  take  u»  under  its  proteciion,  to  act  for  us,  and 
pass  laws  to  restrain  us  m  our  Infamous  and  corrupt 
course. 

Sir,  Ut  it  not  be  inferred  from  what  1  have  said  that  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  moneyed  incorporations  of,tbe  coun- 
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Iry.  No,  iir;  I  Kin  oppoted  to  thrm,  tnd  »II  other  incot^ 
porationt)  and  %s  I  now  am  I  alvays  hare  been,  and  I 
▼erily  believe  I  shall  continue  to  be.  What  are  they  but 
additional  facilities  for  the  rich  to  oppreia  the  poor,  and, 
in  their  march  to  do  it,  to  travel  with  steam  power?  for 
in  irmporaible  body,  without  loul,  to  do  what  no  man, 
M  an  hidividual,  with  heart  or  soul,  ever  did  or  ever 
will  do— to  ateal  power  from  the  many,  to  whom  it  be- 
lonffp,  and  confer  it  opon  the  fiew,  who  never  oug^ht  to 
have  it,  and  clothe  that  few  with  the  full  possession  and 
exercise  of  it?  Sir,  upon  this  subject  I  have  nothinff  to 
diiffulse.  I  here  avow  my  sentiment^  aa  I  have  avowed 
them  elsewheret  and  I  stand  or  fall  by  them,  here  and 
every  where. 

Sir.  it  may  be  very  questionable  whether  power  can 
be  met  by,  or  resitted  by,  any  thrnf;  but  poweri  and 
whether  there  is  alrength  eoouffh,  if  there  be  virtue  and 
inte^ity  sufficient,  in  the  people  of  this  coitniry  to  meet 
or  put  down  what  may  be  called  the  major  vis — the  mo- 
nty  power  and  the  corporation  power — except  by 
meetin]|>  it  with  its  own  weapons,  and  opposing  to  it  a 
force  not  unlike  that  which  it  wields.  The  people  of 
my  own  State,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  one  would  suppose,  have 
gone  upon  this  prineiptet  that  tstoiay,  to  meet  power 
of  a  certain  Und  by  tbe  exercise  agamst  it  of  a  power 
nf  the  like  kind.  Finding  themselves,  tn  the  incorpora- 
tion of  bank  institutions,  "  stepped  in  so  far  that  return- 
ing would  be  as  bad  aa  to  go  o'er,"  they  are  now,  from 
necessity,  to  keep  in  a  sound  healthy  state  institutions 
created,  obliged  to  create  all  that  areaaked  for,  that  one 
may  operate  as  a  check  to  and  counteract  tbe  evit  ten- 
denciea  and  effect  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*  recently 
chartered  by  the  Leg^ature  of  Pennsylvania  it  a  crea- 
ture of  Pennsylvania.  As  we  all  take  our  wives,  let 
them  take  that,  for  better  and  for  worse,  and  not  trou- 
ble us  shout  bribery  and  corruption.  If  they  have  been 
bribedt  or  felt  the  corrupting  influence  of  money,  the 
sooner  fbey  are  in  a  stale  which  will  enable  them  to  re- 
aiit  tbe  one  or  the  other,  the  better  for  them.  I  thought 
at  the  last  seadon,  when  we  with  great  unanimity  re- 
pealed one  of  tbe  sections  in  tbe  charter  of  tlie  late 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  which,  in  the  opinions  of 
some  men,  was  operative,  notwithstanding  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter  ilseir;  operative  so  far  as  to  compel 
receiving  ofBccra  to  receive  the  bills  of  that  bank,  in  the 
payment  of  Government  dues,  we  should  not  hear,  in  the 
form  of  direct  communications,  any  thing  more  of  the 
monster,  and  nothing  more  would  be  said  of  it,  and 
nothing  more  would  be  done  in  regard  to  it,  until  we 
took  tbe  pn^r  steps  to  make  it  di>gorge  what  it  had 
belonging  to  ua.    I  hare  been  mistaken. 

In  conclusion,  raid  Mr  P.,  when  in  order  to  make  that 
motion,  I  will  move,  and  if  now  in  order  will  now  move, 
that  tliia  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Means. 

Mr.  DBNMT  said  he  rose  to  trouble  the  House  with  a 
remark  or  two,  in  consequence  of  the  extraordinary 
ground  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Maicit.]  1  had  supposed,  from  the  motion  made  by  that 
gentleman  on  yesterday,  that  his  object  was  to  submit  at 
large  some  cogent  and  utiafaclory  arguments  for  in- 
dulging my  colleague  [Mr.  GiinRAtTH]  with  a  select 
committee.  He  has  not  done  this,  however,  snd  the 
only  reason  he  li^s  ui^ed  amounts  to  this:  (hat  it  is  ap- 
prehended some  citaiige  may  take  place  in  the  opininns 
of  the  constituents  of  my  colleagiict  therefore  the  power 
of  this  Hotlte  must  be  exercised  to  counlerBCt  it. 

lie  says  there  is  a  special  reason  for  granting  the  mo- 
tion of  my  colleague;  which  is,  that  the  Pennsylvania 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  is  about  to  establish  a  branch 
in  the  district  represented  by  my  colleague;  and  this 
select  committee  is  desired  in  order  "to  resist  this  en- 


croachment on  the  principles  of  bis  [Mr.  Gilmiitb'i] 
constituents,  by  this  moneyed  power."  I  prenime  it  ii 
known  to  most  gentlemen  on  this  floor  thkl  the  bink 
chartered  by  Pennsylvania  has  eitablbbrd  a  bnncb  it 
the  town  of^ Erie,  in  the  county  of  Erie,  and  vithin  tbe 
district  represented  by  my  colleague. 

But,  sir,  this  branch  was  lut  horixed  by  the  Lcg:iilitun 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  I  believe  at  the  special  insdnce  lad 
requeat  of  tbe  conatituenta  of  my  colleague.  Itvucn 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  who  represented  ibe  peo- 
ple or  Brie  county  in  the  Legislature  that  the  tuibwilT 
was  given  to  esUblish  this  branch.  It  did  not  proctel 
from  any  spontaneous  movement  oF  the  bank  itself.  Thii 
is  termed  an  encroachment  on  "  the  principles  of  tbe 
constituenu  of  my  colleague."  And  because  ihegta- 
lleman  imagines  this  measure  ntay  produce  a  chuge  a 
the  opinions  of  many  of  the  conititaenti  of  my  cuHaguf. 
and  cause  them  to  differ  from  him,  therefore  we  muit  in- 
terpose the  power  of  this  House  to  ijrevent  it.  Vlttn 
called  on  to  interfere  with  the  opinions  of  the  ptoplt, 
where  il  is  supposed  they  may  differ  from  those  enterinii- 
ed  by  their  Representative  here?  Carry  out  therfu- 
ment,  the  same  reason  would  jiiatify  our  inlerfering  viin 
the  press.  And  gentlemen  might  with  eqnsi  propHctr 
call  for  the  power  of  this  House  to  be  ezerdted  to  put 
down  a  preu  established  in  his  district,  beuuK  it  migbx 
produce  a  change  in  the  opinions  or  principlei  of  bn 
constituents.  The  doctrine  is  alarming,  snd  cUimsfnf 
this  House  a  power  which  I  cannot  concede  to  it. 

If  my  colleague  has  views  peculiar  to  himself  on  the 
sjibject  mentioned  in  the  memorial,  and  which  he  tbinP 
important  and  worthy  of  being  made  public,  the  proi 
it  to  open  to  himi  he  can  freely  communiate  tbeo 
through  that  channel.  But  1  cannot  agree  thtt  ihii 
House  ahould  lend  its  sanction  to  the  doctrine  coDlended 
for  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

If  any  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  the  memorul,  I 
have  no  great  objection  to  aending  the  first  branch  «i' 
to  the  eomrotttee  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Uu- 
sachusctts.  Yet  I  think  the  whole  bad  better  be  m  <» 
the  table. 

This  memorial  was  gotten  up  hat  year,  at  s  period  a 
political  excitement.  The  presidential  election  wu  ap- 
proaching, and  Bomething  was  to  effected.  Tbsi  con- 
test is  now  over,  and  this  memorial  might  well 
been  left  on  the  files  of  the  House.  So  much  of  it  u 
relates  to  an  aoMndment  of  the  constitution  I«m*iH'i"f 
should  be  referred  to  the  committee  ^ready  hatiB( 
charge  of  propositions  for  (l»t  purpose. 

With  regard  to  tbe  second  part  of  tbe  memoritl,  f  *» 
opposed  to  any  reference  whatever.  In  this  part  of  uie 
memorial  we  are  called  upon  to  interfere  with  *  Stite  in- 
Btitution.  And  for  what  reason.'  Because  iJie  bini 
chartered  by  Pennsylvania  haa  received  and  P*"" 
notesf  ormerly  put  into  circulation  by  tbe  Bank  of  t" 
United  Statea  chartered  by  Congress.  Hu  not  ejtrf 
bank  a  right  to  do  tbisr  The  Pennsylvania  Bsak  of  i» 
United  St«teB  ia  distinct  from  the  old  Bank  of  the  Cn'ied 
States;  they  have  different  individuals  as  their  P''"'^'!'^ 
oflicere.  Your  power  extends  to  the  baDkeharleredDy 
Congress;  but  you  have  no  right  to  go  intosn  eumiMt'O" 
of  the  affaira  of  the  institution  establibhed  by  Pennsfl'i' 
nia;  it  ia  a  State  institution,  not  amenable  to  you,*i» 
over  which  you  have  no  ontro).  Large  as  are  the  po«f* 
of  this  House,  they  can  extend  only  to  those  instiml^ni 
connected  with  this  Goverament.  Tliat  establislwd  oj 
Pennsylvania  is  beycmd  yoor  jurisdiction,  and  exclusive^ 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Slate,  and  we  eanont"*' 
terfere  with  it.  , 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  remarked  IM 
tite  memorial  offered  by  hit  colleague  [Mr.  GiLsaiHiil 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  ■"''i''?*?: 
general  as  well  as  local  inleretl— subjects  Ihit  »« 
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elicited  d'ncussion,  and  will  elicit  more.  In  this  men)o> 
rial  l9  asked  sn  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  th« 
Uniled  States,  in  matters  not  aflrectiiig  a  portion  of  the 
peoplst  one  part  of  the  country,  but  an  imendment 
(hat  is  to  control  (he  action  and  legislation  of  the  State 
Le^siaturea  and  State  authorltiea  of  all  the  Statea  com- 
posinjr  the  Oorernment,  in  relation  to  banking  institution! 
and  other  corporations. 

Anolher  branch  of  (his  memorial  proposes  an  investi* 
Kation  of  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  a  Pennsylvania 
State  institutiorit  created  and  maintained  by  State 
authnrityt  and  the  question  now  before  the  Hoose,  and 
which  is  the  subject  of  discussion,  is  the  reference  or 
disposition  to  be  made  of  this  memorial,  for  which  the 
morer  aaka  a  aelect  committee  to  b«  raised. 

It  la  to  be  considered  whether  it  ia  deserving  of  a 
reference  to  any  committee,  from  the  character  of  the 
memoriat*  and  the  circumatancea  under  which  it  ia  got 
up  anJ  presented.  This  memorial,  signed  by  twenty- 
eight  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  was  presented  at  the 
last  aession  of  Congress,  and,  by  a  vote  of  this  House, 
was  laid  on  the  table,  where  it  was  allowed  to  rest, 
ft  fiao,  however,  been  raised  from  tlie  (omb  of  the 
Capulets,  to  which  it  was  supposed  to  be  consigned, 
and  again  brought  before  the  House  by  my  colleague. 

It  has  already  performed  its  office:  it  was  presented  tu 
the  last  Congress  by  him,  with  such  remarks  as  he  chose 
to  mnke,  and  he  has  been  allowed  the  opportunity  of 
again  presenting  it,  and  making  his  remarks.  This  ia 
enough,  and  as  much  probably  as  was  expected,  or 
ought  to  have  been  expected,  for  auch  a  memorial. 

It  is,  however,  now  asked  and  pressed  that  a  aeleot 
committee  shall  be  raised  for  the  a|Mcial  purpose  of  con- 
sidering this  memorial.  It  is  unreasonable  that  a  select 
committee  should  be  formed  and  charged,  under  the  di- 
reclinn  of  this  House,  with  considering  certain  proposed 
amendments  to  the  eonatitution,  limiting  State  authority 
and  State  legislation  in  all  the  Statea,  and  abridging  the 
rights  of  the  people  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the 
other,  on  the  application  of  twenty-eight  petitioners  from 
one  State,  whose  memorial  had  been  presented  to  the 
last  Congress,  and,  by  a  vote  of  the  House,  laid  on  the 
table,  without  a  reference  to  any  committee.  Without 
any  fresh  memorial  from  the  people,  without  any  indica- 
tion of  public  sentiment  on  the  part  of  the  people  on 
tdrs  subject  of  general  interest,  ^his  House  is  asked  to 
give  my  colleagiie,  on  this  sleepmg  memorial,  a  seleet 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  amendments  of  the 
constitution  that  shall  restrain  and  limit  State  jurisdiction 
And  le^'islation.  It  will  lead  to  no  amendment,  nor  will 
it  lend  to  any  legislation  by  this  House,  and  it  ought  not 
to  recf  ive  the  a6ention  thit  would  seem  to  be  given  to 
it  by  raising  a  select  committee.  The  most  proper  dis- 
position of  this  memorial  would  be  such  as  was  given  to 
it  at  the  last  session — by  laying  it  on  the  table. 

But,  air,  if  it  is  to  have  a  reference  to  a  committee, 
that  portion  of  it  which  relatea  to  the  amendment  of  tbe 
eonatitution  ahould  be  referred  to  the  aelect  committee 
Bome  time  since  appointed,  and  to  which  the  various 
propositions  in  relation  to  (he  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution have  already  1>een  referred.    It  would  be  appro- 
priate for  that  committee  to  consider  this,  or  other 
amendments  that  may  be  proposed.  Is  this  House  going 
to  set  the  precedent  of  Indulging  every  set  of  petition- 
ers, be  their  numbers  great  or  small,  with  a  select  com- 
mittee to  consider  their  projects?   If  this  be  eatablished 
a«  the  rule  and  practice  <if  this  House,  these  memorials 
will  multiply  on  our  hands  much,  with  various  schemes  of 
smendment,  and  we  shall  have   as  many  projected 
antiendments,  and  as  many  select  committees,  as  there 
are  Brticles  in  the  constitution.    Let  us  set  no  sucb  pre- 
cedenti  but,  if  the  House  will  gKe  it  a  reference,  let  it 
be  made  to  a  committee  already  leleeted,  having  charge 
of  the  subject. 


But  another  part  of  this  memorial  relates  to  the  acts 
and  proceedings  of  a  State  bank  in  Pennsylvania.  It  is 
complained  that  the  Pennsylvania  United  Statea  Bank,  in 
ita  business  transactions,  uses,  to  a  certain  extent,  some 
of  the  bank  notes  of  the  late  United  Statea  Dank. 
Whether  it  does  or  does  not,  whether  It  ia  right  or 
wrung  in  this,  and  whether  it  be  authorised  or  p^ibit- 
ed,  are  qneations  and  mattera  with  which  this  House  baa 
nothing  to  doi  they  belong  to  the  people  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. It  is  a  State  Institution,  created  by  State  authority, 
and  amenable  to  oar  State  Judiciary  and  State  Legisfa* 
ture  for  the  abuses  of  its  powers,  if  they  be  abused. 

Our  State  tribunals  are  fully  competent  to  take  cam 
of  our  State  institutions  and  protect  our  citizens,  with* 
out  the  interference  of  this  House,  in  a  matter  of  whieh 
It  hai  no  eogfnlzanee  or  jurisdictiont  and  if  it  does  inter- 
fere, it  ia  by  encroaching  on  State  rights,  and  usurping 
power  and  tfhthority  which  does  not  belong  to  it. 

Bv.whom  is  it  that  this  House  is  asked  to  inquire  into 
a  subject  belonging  to  the  courts  and  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania?  It  is  on  the  memorial  of  twenty-eight  pe- 
tinners  from  Pennsylvania,  out  of  a  pr^lation  of  one 
million  and  a  half)  a  menwrial  not  now  emanating  from 
the  people,  complaining  of  any  existing  or  recent 
grievance  or  abuse,  but  raised  up  from  the  old  files  of 
the  Houw,  where  it  was  supposed  to  be  buried.  Is  thia 
all  that  is  required  to  induce  the  House  to  take  Pennsyl- 
vania under  its  charge,  and  assume  to  do  what  belongs 
to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  and  her  State  authorities? 
Against  any  such  interference  or  assumption  of  power, 
as  one  of  the  representatives  of  Pennaytvania,  I  protest. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  member  from 
XewTork,  [Mr.  Mahv,]  in  more  than  a  whisper,  that 
there  ia  a  special  reason  and  propriety  in  indulging  my 
colleague  with  a  select  committee,  as  he  understood  that 
this  State  bank  was  about  to  locate  a  branch  in  the  dis- 
trict of  my  colleaguei  and  as  my  honorable  colleague 
[Mr.  Galbraits]  was  sitting  near  the  member  from  « 
New  York,  he  may  take  this  as  his  suggestion.  It  waa 
further  alleged,  as  a  reason  fur  the  interference  of  the 
House  to  make  the  inquiry,  that  the  proposed  branch  of 
the  State  bank  might,  it  was  apprehended,  corrupt  the 
people  of  that  district. 

The  location  of  a  branch  of  this  Slate  bank  in  that  dis- 
trict is  a  question  of  policy,  expediency,  and  power,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  people  and  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania. It  helonga  exclusively  to  them  and  (he  bank, 
and  they  can  and  will  settle  the  question  for  themselves. 
This  House  has  no  jurisdiction  or  power  over  it. 

If  the  location  of  the  branch  in  the  district  of  my  col- 
league is  a  grievance,  tending  to  corrupt  the  people,  and 
they  are  opposed  to  it,  how  is  it,  out  of  a  population  nf 
fifty  thousand  and  more  in  that  district,  it  should  be 
left  to  these  twenty-eight  petitioners  to  take  care  of  the 
intereats  of  the  people  of  that  district,  and  to  manifest 
their  opposition? 

Such  considerations,  thus  supported,  ought  not  to  in- 
fluence thia  House  in  assuming  to  legislate  on  a  subject 
out  of  their  power  and  jurisdiction,  and  within  the  pow- 
er and  cognizance  alone  of  State  authority. 

It  cannot,  I  think,  be  seriously  expected  that  there 
will  be  any  legislation  by  this  House  on  this  memorial| 
and  as  the  whole  subject  ia  one  calculated  to  produce  dis- 
cussion, create  excitement,  rouse  parly  feelings,  and  con- 
sume time,  without  leading  to  any  practical  legislation, 
I  move  to  lay  the  memorial,  &e.  on  the  Sable. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  waa  surprised  that  so 
much  sensibility  had  been  discovered  by  gentlemen  on 
account  of  the  introduction  of  the  petition  now  under 
consideration.  It  stated  no  new,  no  unknown  grievance) 
it  proposed  no  very  strange  or  unreasonab^  remedy. 
It  proceeded  on  the  aasumption  that  golcl  and  silver  was 
the  legal  and  cotutitutioiial  currency  of  this  eountryi 
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and  thkt  in  the  pisce  of  gold  and  ailver  Ibe  country  wm 
now  inundated  with  a  miierable  paper  currency*  contin- 
ually expanding  and  expanding  until  we  were  threatened 
withui  explosion,  moat  terriblEe  and  overwheliaing. 

And  was  there  not  much  force  in  the  riewa  which  the 
petitiooert  took^  Wat  it  not  true  that  the  ezpaniion  of 
the  paper  tyttem  had,  within  the  laat  three  yeara,  been 
most  alarming  and  unprecedented?  Waa  it  not  true  that 
by  tbia  meant  a  falae  and  .pemicioua  value  bad  been  gir- 
cn  to  every  thing,  ao  that  ihe  poor  man'a  dollar  now 
would  not  buy  more  than  fifty  centa  weuld  aecure  for 
him  four  yeara  ago?  From  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  the  Houw  would  tee  that  linee  the  firat 
dajr  of  January,  1834,  the  paper  money  of  thr;  country 
had  inemaed  from  aevenly-aiz  milliona  to  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  mill(on8''of  dollarst  while  within  the 
lait  two  years  one  hundred  and  aix  new  banki  had  been 
created,  with  capitals  amounting  to  more  tlMn  aixly  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  about  thirteen  millions  of  dollars  had 
been  added  to  the  capitals  of  old  banks.  Many  millions 
of  banking  capiul  have  been  added  since  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  was  madet  and  yet  wai  it  not  tme  that 
*'tbe  appetite  of  bank  applicants  aeemed  to  increaae 
with  what  it  fed  on?"  Was  there  any  prospect  Of  satia. 
ting  or  gorging  them?  Did  nut  tbia  state  of  things  ^ve 
cause  for  aUrm  to  the  calm  sober  thinker  and  the  patriot  ? 
Re  waa  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  was  disposed  alto- 
gether, or  all  at  once,  to  dispense  with,  or  put  down, 
the  paper  system.  Such  a  acherae,  with  the  hope  of 
darrying  it  immediately  into  execution,  would,  perhaps, 
be  aa  Utopian  aa  the  rapid  and  continuing  expannon  of 
your  paper  ayalem  waa  alarming.  It  was  necessary  to 
deal  with  this  subject  with  the  spirit  of  practical  sUle*. 
men,  not  with  the  dogmatical  temper  of  slifT  and  stern 
theorists,  who,  after  brooding  over  their  favorite  theory 
for  years,  until  it  becomes  a  sort  of  monomania,  would 
hazard  the  moat  sudden  and  convulsing  remedies,  tocar^ 
ry  it  into  practical  execution.  It  was  not  always  wiie  to 
lose  at  once  all  respect  for  thinga  that  are,  in  order  to 
bring  about  things  that  ought  to  be.  Gradual  alteratives 
were  ofttimes  better  than  violent  remedies,  which  rack* 
cd  the  system  to  death.  He  had  within  the  last  three 
years  (he  spoke  with  anuch  deference)  heard  the  consti- 
tutional currency  of  the  country  too  often  stigmatized 
with  the  dignified  appellation  of  "gold  humbug."  Tet 
it  had  often  occurred  to  him  that  ttie  feeling  which  die* 
tated  such  opprobrious  ebuHitiona  found  lome  extenua- 
tion In  the  impracticable  schemea  which  aome  of  us  en- 
tertained; in  the  belief  that  we  could,  and  should,  with 
one  bold  dash,  rid  the  country  of  your  one  hundred  and 
twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  paper  currency,  and  supply 
its  place  with  a  sufficiency  of  gold  and  silver  for  the  va- 
rious ramificationa  of  the  businesa  of  this  vast  and  enter- 
prising country.  Yes,  while  there  seemed  to  be  those 
who  believed  that  a  paper  currency,  however  expanded, 
waa  harmleas,  there  were  othen  who  seemed  to  suppose 
that  we  could  at  once  repudiate  the  whole  paper  sys- 
tem, and  usher  in  a  "golden  age,"  without proaucing  a 
revulsion  too  serious  to  contemplate.  It  behooved  us, 
if  we  were  indeed  intent  upon  doing  aomething  that  was 
aalutary,  to  avoid  such  extremes.  The  crieia  called  foifa 
remedy  from  tome  quarter  against  a  too  expanded  mud 
continually  expanding  paper  currencyt  and  if  here  was 
Ihe  place  where  the  cure  was  to  originate,  a  responsibil- 
ity had  indeed  devolved  upon  the  wise  doctonhera  aa- 
sembled,  that  should  put  in  requiiition  all  their  skill  and 
all  their  wisdom. 

He  had  remarked  that  the  petition  represented  to  us 
an  evil,  aa  to  the  existence  of  which  all  gentlemen  con- 
curred, viz:  the  alarming  multiplication  of  banks  by  the 
Statea,  and  the  danger  which  your  expanded  and  ex- 
panding paper  system  portended^  but  while  all  concur- 
red in  the  existence  of  the  erilf  tberc  was  much  direraity 


of  upinioo  in  regard  to  the  remedy.  Many  gentlciDen 
here  supposed  that  a  natural  and  an  excellent  remedy 
was  already  within  our  coostitutkmal  reach— that  a  na- 
tional bank  waa  tbe  beat  rMulaior  of  the  eurreiK?,  tbe 
grand  panacea  by  windi  the  whole  feveriah  Bonctafy 
syatcm  wai  at  tmoe  to  be  restored  to  stability  and  bcahh. 
There  wu  another  chaa  of  gentlemen  who  believe  that 
the  power  to  craate  this  alleged  remedy  was  not  coq. 
ferred  on  aa  by  the  conatituliofl)  and  if  it  had  been 
delegated  to  us,  it  waa,  at  best,  one  of  tboae  desperate 
remedies  that  was  worse  than  the  disease.  AnoAber 
class  of  gentlemen  believed  that  the  remedy  was  to  be 
found  in  a  section  of  tbe  federal  constitution,  whidi  |m>- 
bibita  tbe  Slatei  "  tram  coining  money,  emitting  billB 
credit,  or  making  any  thing  but  gold  uid  silver  a  hwhd 
lender."  The  petitionera  aeemed  to  assume  this  potitioo, 
and  evidently  desTred  a  declaratory  amendment  of  tbs 
constitution,  indicating  unequivocally  that  this  sectioe 
of  the  constitution  includes  a  prohibition  against  tbe 
States  to  make  or  emit  paper  m<mey  through  tbe  me- 
dium of  incorporated  banks.  Tbe  gentleman  from 
MaasachusetU  [Ur.  Lmou]  had  denounced  this  pow- 
tion  aa  preposterous.  It  was  not  necessanr,  for  the  pur> 
poee  of  the  subject  immediately  under  discusnoo,  Ibat 
be  (Hr.  V.)  should  contend  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Haasaehusetts  waa  wrong  In  the  view  which 
he  took  of  this  point,  and  that  the  petitioners  were 
"  righli"  but  after  their  sense  of  the  true  meaning  of  tbe 
cofistitution  had  been  so  emphatically  denounced,  if  not 
ridiculed,  bjr  the  htmorabk  gentleman,  it  was  at  l^st  due 
to  the  petitioners  to  say  that  they  bad  v«y  high  author- 
ity for  tbe  eonitruetion  which  they  seemed  to  give  that 
clause  of  tbe  constitution  which  prohibits  the  Sutes 
from  emitting  bills  of  credit,  or  from  making  any  thing 
but  gold  and  ailver  a  lawful  lender — an  authority  whidi 
the  gentleman  from  Hasaachusetts  himself  would  be 
disposed  to  respect.  Mr.  Madison,  in  the  forty-futmb 
number  of  die  Federalist,  in  commenting  upon  ibat  sec- 
tion of  tbe  constitution  which  prohibits  the  Statea  from 
coining  money,  emitting  bills  of  credit,  or  maldog  any 
thing  bot  gold  and  silver  a  lawful  tender,  reoHMCs  as 
follows: 

"The  extension  of  the  prohibition  to  bills  of  credit 
must  give  pleasure  to  every  citizen,  in  proportion  to  bia 
love  of  justice  and  hia  knowledge  of  the  true  springs 
of  public  prosperity.  The  loss  which  America  has  sua- 
tsined  since  the  peace,  from  the  pestilenliid  effircis  of 
paper  money  on  tbe  necessary  confidence  between  mas 
and  man,  on  tbe  necessary  confidence  in  Uie  pubfic 
councils,  on  tbe  industry  and  morals  of  the  people,  and 
on  ibe  character  of  republican  government,  eoastitulef 
an  enormous  debt  against  the  Stales  chargeable  with 
tbia  unadvised  measure,  which  must  long  remain  unsai- 
iafiedi  or  rather,  an  accumulation  of  guilt  which  can  t>c 
expiated  no  otherwise  than  by  a  voluntary  aacrificc 
on  the  altar  of  jostiee  of  tbe  power  which  has  been 
the  tnslrument  m  it.  In  addition  to  these  perauaant 
cun^erationa,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  same  rea- 
sons which  show  the  necessity  of  denying  to  the  Statea 
the  power  of  regulating  coin  prove  with  equal  fanx 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  aubstituie  a  paper 
medium  in  the  place  of  coin.  Had  every  State  a  right 
to  regulate  the  value  of  its  coin,  there  might  be  as  many 
different  currencies  as  States,  and  thus  tbe  intercourv 
between  them  would  be  impeded)  retrospective  altera- 
tions In  its  value  might  be  made,  and  thus  the  cilisens 
of  other  Statea  be  injured,  and  animodties  be  kindled 
among  the  States  themaelvet.  Tbe  subjects  of  foreign 
Powers  might  suffer  from  the  same  course,  and  hence 
the  Union  be  discredited  and  embroiled  by  the  indiscre- 
tion of  a  single  member.  No  one  of  these  mischiefB  ia 
less  incident  to  a  power  In  tbe  States  to  emit  paper  mo- 
ney than  to  coin  gtrfd  and  silrer.  The  power  to  make 
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any  things  but  goltl  snd  ailver  a  tender  in  paf  raent  of 
(lebti,  ia  withdrawn  from  the  Slatea  on  (he  aame  princi- 
ple with  that  of  iaauinfif  a  paper  currency." 

Sir,  («aid  Mr.  V.,)  here  iaa  cotemporaneoua  ezposi- 
tiim  of  one  aection  of  the  constitution,  from  tbe  pen  of 
one  who  had  well  been  denominated  "tbe  author  and 
finiriier  of  tbe  eonctitution.*'   Thii  waa  enough,  at  all 
erenta,  to  hare  laved  ihe  petitioners  Irom  the  denun- 
ciations which  their  view  of  tbe  sense  and  meaning  of 
one  clauie  of  the  cunatitulion  had  here  encounteredt 
and  should,  perhaps,  hare  commanded  a  little  more 
respect  for  the  remedy  they  propose  for  tbe  evils  upon 
which  they  dwell.  He  was  free  to  say,  that  if  this  clause 
of  tbe  constitution,  prohibiting  the  Slatea  from  issuing 
bills  of  credit,  inchiaed  a  prohibition  on  the  authority  of 
the  Slates  to  make  paper  money,  through  the  medium  of 
incorporated  banks,  it  might  at  this  day,  for  any  such 
purpose,  br  regarded  ts  a  dead  letter.  The  Stales  had, 
far  more  than  forty  years,  exercised  the  power  of  incor- 
porating banks  with  power  tu  issue  notes;  and  if  the 
onginalezercise  of  (his  power  was  founded  in  usurpa- 
tion and  error,  (which  he  would  not  here  fully  diacun,) 
it  wsf,  at  all  events,  an  error  so  old  and  so  general  as  to 
have  acquired  the  authority  of  right  and  law,  according 
to  one  of  the  maxims  of  the  common  law,  "  Communit 
error  faeit  Jub,-"  %ad  it  would  be  expecting  if  not  ask- 
ing too  much  to  suppose  that,  afier  tbe  long  exercise 
of  this  power  by  the  States,  and  the  (general  acquiescence 
of  the  people  therein,  tbe  judicial  tribunals  of  the  coun- 
try would  now  give  a  practical  interpretation  to  the 
above  clauae  of  the  constitution,  in  accordance  with  the 
view  of  Mr.  Madison.  If  it  were  right  and  proper,  (hen, 
that  there  should  be  some  regulating  means  by  which 
this  power  of  the  States  could  be  restricted  within  rea- 
sonable limitsy  was  not  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  a 
reasonable  one,  proposing  a  feasible  object?  and  did  not 
their  petition  deserve  from  us  most  respectful,  if  not 
most  serious,  consideration?    Mr.  V.  said  be  would  re- 
peat his  surprise  at  tbe  fact  that  some  geatlemen  had 
discussed  this  petition  as  if  it  were  so  monstrous  as  not 
to  be  entitled  even  to  common  eouriesy  at  our  handst 
but  his  surprise  was  somewhat  diminished  when  he  re- 
Hecled  that  this  petition  proposed  a  means  of  regulating 
tbe  currency  other  than  that  which  waa  to  be  round  in 
the  fiat  of  a  board  of  bank  director!  convened  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

Having  deemed  it  pertinent  to  say  what  he  had  said, 
as  to  the  na(ure,  scope,  and  object,  of  the  petition,  he 
wouM  add  a  word  as  to  the  dispowtion  that  should  be 
made  of  it.    It  had  been  remarked  by  one  gendemao, 
that  it  oueht  to  be  referred  to  one  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees of  this  House,  and  particularly  to  that  committee 
which  was  appointed  upon  that  portion  of  Ihe  President's 
message  that  related  to  amendments  to  the  constitution. 
It  surely  did  not  fiiirly  come  within  (be  jurisdiction  of 
that  committee,  l>ecause  tbst  was  a  select  committee  ap- 
pointed Co  take  cogniitanee  of  a  panicluar  subjecti  an 
amendmenl  of  the  constitution,  so  far  as  It  regards  the 
election  of  Preiudent  and  Vice  President.    [Here  Mr. 
J,iirooz.K  interrupted  Mr.  V.,  and  aaid'lhat  ha  thought 
tbe  resolution  appointing  that  select  committee  was 
broad  encHigh  to  include  all  ameadmeota  to  the  constitu- 
tion that  might  be  proposed,  and  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  resolution.]    tir.  V.  said  that  the  resolution  was 
obviously  retrospeetive>  not  prospectivei  it  related  merely 
to  propositions  pending  before  (he  House  at  the  time  of 
its  paasi^r^*  and  could  not  be  construed  to  comprehend  fu- 
ture propositions,  relating  to  subjects  other  than  the  elec- 
tion of  president  and  Vice  President;  and,  and  while  he 
was  up,  he  would  take  occasion  to  say  a  word  about  this 
Bvlect  committee,  annually  and  for  many  years  past  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  proposed  amnidiBents  to  the 
c'jiisiitutioni  and  in  what  be  was  about  to  say  he  ccr- 
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tainly  could  mean  no  personal  disrespect  to  that  commit- 
tee, fur  it  had  been  his  good  or  ill  fortune  last  year,  and 
now  again,  to  be  a  humble  member  of  it,  and  to  be  asso* 
ciated  with  pure  and  most  enlightened  gentlemen.  It 
might,  neverthelew,  be  called  a  "  humbug  committee,** 
year  after  year  deliberating  over  the  crude  propositions 
of  gentlemen  to  amcjul  tbe  constitution}  year  aner  year 
reporting  to  the  House  some  sage  plan,  but  never  yet, 
to  his  knowledge,  (no  doubt  from  the  nature  of  tbe  sub* 
ject,]  coming  to  any  conclusion  that  obtained  the  sanc- 
tion of  this  Houset  whatever  the  cause,  it  seemed  to  ba 
a  body  that  produced  no  availuble  fruit. 

Another  gentleman  had  remarked  that  this  subject 
properly  belonged  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
For  hia  part,  be  could  not  see  tbe  remotest  connezloa 
between  a  proportion  to  amend  the  constitution  in  a 
particular  of  this  description,  and  (he  duly  of  raising 
ways  and  means  for  the  support  of  the  Qovemment{ 
nor  could  he  imagine  any  good  reason  for  referring  Ihe 
petition  to  tlie  Judiciary  Committee,  for  it  embraced  ai^ 
object  that  rose  far  above  the  ordinary  range  oT  tbe  du> 
ties  of  your  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  He  was  for 
referring  it  to  a  select  committee,  who,  appreciating  its 
importance,  would  fieel  all  becoming  responsibility,  and 
give  us  the  result  of  calm,  patient,  and  enlightened  delib> 
eration.  He  had  felt  it  due  to  the  petitioners,  and  to 
Ihe  subject  of  tbeir  petition,  to  submit  these  remarks, 
and,  more  especially,  since,  from  the  tenor  of  the  re* 
marks  of  some  gentlemen,  they  seemed  to  consider  tbe 
presentalioa  of  this  petition  to  us  very  extraordinary,  if 
nirt  insolent. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  had  voted  against  laying  Ibie 
petition  on  the  table,  and  should  v^e  for  its  refer- 
ence to  a  select  committeet  and  he  derired,  in  a  few 
words,-  to  give  the  reason  for  this  course.  The  ques- 
tion derived  all  its  importance  from  the  motion  of^  tbe 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Hr.  GALBaiiTB.]  The 
peti()on,in  itself,  was  deserving  of  hut  little  consideration] 
was  got  up  during  tbe  last  session^  under  particular  cir- 
cumstances, and  fur  a  particular  object,  not  now  requi- 
ring the  action  uf  tbe  House;  nor  was  there  any  evident* 
that  the  petitioners  desired  its  consideration  i  but  it  had 
been  adopted  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennaylvania  aa 
the  occasion  of  bis  motion  for  a  special  committee.  It 
was  therefore  entitled  to  tbe  same  consideration  aa  a 
resolution  asking  for  an  ini|uiry  would  be.  He  did  not 
consider  thia  motion  as  having  been  made  merely  on  tbe 
R^ionMhility  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  bnt 
at  having  been  made  on  consultation,  in  concert  with 
the  friends  of  the  present,  or,  rather,  coming  adminis- 
tration. For  a  long  lime  the  public  bad  been  entertun- 
ed  with  general  and  vague  proportions  in  relation  to 
the  currency.  Fur  one,  he  was  desirous  that  the  admin- 
istration  should  have  an  opportunity,  and  one  that  could 
not  be  evaded,  of  laying  before  the  country  its  ^>ecific 
view  and  plans  on  this  subject.  He  hoped  a  oommittM 
entirely  favorable  to  its  views  should  be  raised,  that  its 
distinct  plans  might  be  laid  before  tbe  country.  If  there 
waaanysettled'pTan,  be  wished  (oknow  it.  He  wished  for 
aomething  more  (ban  non-committal.  If  it  was  intended 
to  make  war  on  tbe  power  of  tbe  States  to  incorporate 
banks,  tbe  sooner  it  was  known  the  better.  If  the  plan 
of  a  specie  currency  was  to  be  adopted,  be  wished  to  ba 
informed  how  it  was  to  be  efTectedt  be  wished  to  sea 
some  pr^ical  plan  propceed;  he  wished  to  give  tbe  ad- 
ministration an  opportunity  to  show  their  head.  Tbe 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Hr.  VARnaaroxL]  had  as- 
signed, unintentionally,  probably,  a  reason  why  it  should 
be  referred  to  the  committee  raised  on  amendments  (o 
tbexonstttution.  He  had  styled  that  committee  a  hum- 
bag  committee,  and  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  thia  sub- 
ject might,  witii  great  propriety,  be  refrrred  to  that  eom- 
raiticf  1  bnt  he  has  assigned  a  snffleient  reason  thy  it 
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should  not  be  referred  to  that  committee.  He  uid,  and  I 
■frree  with  hiiDt  that  that  committee  was  not  appointed 
with  a  view  to  tbii  pariieuUr  aubject.  Let  a  oommilteei 
ibeoi  be  appointed  with  a  view  to  tbii  aubject— «  com- 
mltlec  tliat  will  fully  espow  the  newi  the  adminiatn- 
tioni  let  UB  have  tbeir  definite  planit  aomething  respon- 
aible.  It  ia  of  immenM  importance,  not  only  to  the 
commercial  intereat  but  to  tbe  country  at  larve,  that 
the  queattoni  in  relation  to  the  current  abould  be  Mt< 
tied. 

Mr.  EvKxaTT  havinff  concluded  bia  remarks, 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  called  for  the  previuiia  qurationi 
vhieh  the  Hooae  aeeonded:  Yeaa  85,  naya  75. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  called  for  the 
yeaa  and  naya  on  tbe  queation  of  talcinff  the  main  quea- 
tiont  which  were  ordered,  and  were  at  fDliowi: 

YaiA — Meaira.  Anthony,  Barton,  Beal^,  Dliick, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Boutdin,  Bore^,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Bunch,  Ctmbrelenfr,  Carr,  Caaey,  Chaney,  Chspin, 
Cleveland,  Colea,  Connor,  Crai(f,  Cramer,  Uavi*,  Doub- 
kday,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Fowler,  French,  Fry, 
FuHer.  Galbraitb,  James  Garland,  Gillei,  Glaaeock,  Ha- 
ley,  Joaeph  Ball,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  Q.  lUrri- 
aon,  Henderaon,  Holaey,  Holt,  Hopkini,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,  ^untin^on,  Hunlaman,  Ingham,  Jarvia,  Joaeph 
Johnaon,  Richard  H.  Juhnaon,  Cave  Johnaon,  Benjamin 
Jonei,  Kcnnon,  Kilgore,  Rlingenamttb,  Lane,  Laporte, 
Joahua  Lee,  1'homaa  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  LnyatI,  Lu- 
ca^  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  Williani  Maaon, 
Mom  Mason,  MeCarly,  McKim,  McLene,  Hiller,  Mont* 
Komery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owena,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Parkr,  Patteraon,  Fntnklin  Fierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
Pbelpa,  John  Reynold!,  Joaeph  Reynolda,  Ripley, 
Schenck,  Seymour,  Shidda,  Shinn,  SicUea,  Smilb, 
Speight,  Taylor,  Thomas  John  Thomaon,  Turner,  Tur- 
rill,  Vandcipoel,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Webcter,  Weeb, 
Thomai  T.  Wbittleaey,  Tell— 108. 

NiT8 — McBsn.  Adamfl,  Heman  Allen,  Ash,  Aahley, 
Bailey,  Belli  Bond,  Brigga,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  George  Chambera,  John  Cbarabera,  Chet. 
wood,  CbiMs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin, 
Crane,  Cusbing,  Darlington,  Dawaon,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Elmore,  Evani,  Everett,  Forester,  Graham,  Granger, 
Gravel,  Orayaon,  Griffin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S. 
Haniaon,  Haieltine,  Hieater,  Hoar,  Howell,  J^nea, 
Jenifer,  Henry  Johnaon,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke 
Lea,  Lewia,  Lincoln,  Samaon  Maaon,  Maury,  HcCo- 
mal,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Pearaon,  Pettigrew, 
Peyton,  Phillipa,  Pickena,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Ricbardion,  Robertaon,  Rogers,  Rusaell,  Au- 

SkUtine  U.  Bbepperd,  Sladr,  Bloane,  Spangler,  Standc- 
tr,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliafeiro,  IVaddy  Thompson,  Un- 
derwood, Vinton,  Washington,  White,  Eliaha  Wbittle- 
aey,  Lewia  Williams,  Young— 84. 

So  tbe  House  determined  that  the  main  queation  be 
now  put,  being  ibe  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  EVERETT  a»ked  that  the  question  might  be 
taken  first  on  that  portion  of  the  memorial  which  related 
to  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  conatilutiont  and,  aeo- 
ondljr,  on  that  portion  relative  to  Ibe  isnie  by  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania  of  tbe  old  notea  of  the  United  Slalea  Banki 
and  the  diviaion  was  ordered. 

~  And  tbe  main  question,  being  on  the  commitment  of 
the  ftrat  portion  oT  the  memorial  to  tbe  Committee  of 
Wajiand  Means,  wai  taken,  and  decided  in  tbe  nega- 
tive. 

And  tbe  eeeond  portion  of  the  mun  question,  being  on 
the  commitment  of  tbe  second  part  of  the  memorial  to 
the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  waa  then  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  House  refused  to  commit  the  nemorUt  to  the 
Coma^tlee  of  Ways  and  Means. 


The  question  then  recurred  on  commilt'-i^  tbe  fiist 
portion  of  tbe  memorial  to  a  aeleet  committer,  aa  moved 
by  Mr.  GAUBaivat  which  motion  prevailed. 

And  tbe  queaiion  was  then  taken  oo  eommittiog  the 
aeeond  portion  of  tbe  memorial  to  tiie  awd  select  coot- 
mitteet  snd  waa  decided  in  the  afllnnative. 

So  the  memorial  was  referred  to  a  select  eoBiniUer, 
to  consist  of  nine  members. 

[The  committee  consists  of  ibe  following-  genHemn: 
Messrs.  Gubkaitb,  of  Pennsylvania;  Sveisbt,  of  Nwlh 
Carulinsi  Evaanr,  of  Vermont;  Masow.  of  Hubc; 
LiacoLR,  of  Haasachuaettst  Mavk,  of  New  Torkt  J»i- 
rsR,  of  Maryland)  Houst,  of  Georgia;  and  CMAi«,«r 
Virginia.] 

After  tranaacling  some  other  buaincss. 

The  House  adjourned. 

FaiDAV,  DacBHiia  30. 
THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
When  the  osuil  burincM  of  Ibe  monung  had  been  gam 
through  with, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Cirolina,  moved  to  sus- 
pend ihe  rules  to  enable  htm  to  offer  the  foUowlog  reso- 
lution : 

Raoteed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  ia- 
quire  into  tbe  expediency  of  prt^ibiting  by  law  tbe  pur- 
chase of  lands  at  auction,  with  a  view  to  forfeit  ttaco^ 
and  afterwards  to  obtain  them  at  Government  price  irf 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

Mr.  W.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tbe  motioo  to 
suspend  the  rules  fiir  this  purpose,  which  were  orderedt 
and,  being  taken,  were:  Yeas  154,  naya  38.  So  tbe 
HuHBe  suspended  the  rules. 

Mr.  LANE  moved  to  amend  the  reaohition  bv  atrikisf 
out  the  words  *<  Committee  on  Public  Lands,**  and  in* 
serling  the  words  **a  select  commilteei**  and  alio  by 
adding  at  tbe  end  of  the  resolution  tbe  followii^  vurdi. 
**  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  conGnin{ 
all  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers. " 

Mr.  L.  said  tha>,  in  ofFerii'g  the  amendment,  he  had 
been  actuated  by  a  desire  to  bring  Ibis  propoHUoa 
directly  before  the  House.   No  question  had  ever  arises 
which  was  of  greater  importance  to  tbe  varioua  iateresU 
,  of  the  country.  It  w^s  important  as  regarded  the  muo- 
fscturtng  interest  t  it  was  important  with  reference  to  the 
surplus  revenue;  it  waa  important  in  its  reference  to  tbe 
currency  and  to  mercantile  transactions;  and  it  was  in- 
portant  as  regarded  the  settlement  of  tbe  whole  Westers 
country.  Any  gentleman  who  had  ever  attended  tbe  sain 
of  the  public  lands  at  auction  most  see  the  neeewty  of 
putting  a  stop  to  the  practice  which  had  prevsAed  fora 
few  years.    Mr.  L.  here  alluded  to  the  praeUce  of  tbe 
agents  of  speculating  companies,  who  attended  these  sale*, 
bidding  a  little  higher  than  the  Itdiering  man  vbo  had 
traversed  the  wilderness  and  settled  down  on  these  bndi 
could  afford,  and  thus  depriving  him  of  his  purcbair- 
By  this  proceas,  the  Government  made  only  «  few  cenli 
more,  and  the  hard  earnings  of  the  laboring  man  were 
thus  rendered  useless  to  him.    He  bad  to  buy  lands  it 
second  entry,  whilst  (he  tpeeulatoTt  who  bad  purcbas&l 
tbe  numbers  which  the  actual  settler  intended  to  pur- 
chase, was  residing  in  a  distant  part  of  tbe  coantry.  By 
adopting  the  cuurse  propoaed  by  (he  amendment,  Hr> 
L.  aaid  the  proceeds  of  tbe  aales  of  the  pubKc  lands 
might  be  brought  back  to  three  milliona  per  annua*,  be- 
ing the  amount  sold  in  former  years.  He  bad  great  con- 
fidence in  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Thia  subject 
had  received  the  notice  of  the  Present  in  his  last  anaa- 
al  message,  aijd  Itad  been  referred  to  that  commiuee, 
but  he  (Mr.  L.)  bad  understood  that  they  were  not  able 
to  agree  on  any  dtfinite  propusilion.    Fw  this  rcaasr, 
Md  in  order  Ibat  tbe  final  action  of  the  Bouk  m^bt  be 
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bid  during  the  present  Knion,  he  bad  moved  the  change 
of  reference  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  tu  a 
■elect  committee. 

Hr.  BOON  said  he  vai  not  gmag  la  make  a  speech, 
but  he  rote  to  ezpren  hii  utonwiBeat  at  the  proposition 
of  the  ^ntleipan  from  Indiana.  He  ccmiideKd  the 
imendment  as  a  direct  and  unqualified  reflection  on  tlie 
Comniittee  on  Public  Land>)  and  he  repelled  the  reflec- 
tion with  indienation.  The  question  of  conflning  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers  was  made  (be 
subject  of  a  part  of  the  annual  message  of  the  President, 
which  part  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lie  Lands.  They  bad  this  very  proposition  under  con- 
sideralioiii  hot  whether  they  would  be  able  to  agree  on 
a  bin,  be  did  not  knov.  He  was  glad,  however,  that 
the  propontion  had  been  entar^ed  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Williims-]  If  subject-mat- 
ten  of  investigation  properly  belonging  to  the  standing 
cotnmittees  of  the  House  were  thua  to  be  wrested  out  of 
llieir  hamb,  be  hoped  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
would  he  stricken  from  the  list  altogelber. 

Mr.  LANE  anured  the  gentleman  from  Indians,  and 
also  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
that  he  intended  no  reflection  by  his  motion.  He  had 
great  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  talent  of  that  com- 
mittee; but  he  bad  understood,  from  a  source  not  likely 
to  be  mistsken,  that  there  was  no  probability  of  that 
committee  agreeing  on  any  final  proposition.  If  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  wouhl  assure  him  that  the 
committee  would  bring  tbe  aubject  forward  in  some  def- 
inite shape,  in  time  to  be  acted  on  by  lbs  House,  be 
(Mr.  L.)  would  withdraw  hia  amendment. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  opposed  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  expressed  his  astonishment  that  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  (Mr.  L^n]  should  move  the  reference  to 
n  select  committee,  inasmuch  as  he  (Mr.  L,.)  had  himaelf 
oflTered  a  resolution,  by  which  th'n  very  eubjeel  bad  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  LANE  said  he  had  just  understood  that  a  bill 
would  be  agreed  upon  by  the  committee  of  the  Senate, 
embracing  entirely  his  views.  He  therefure  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

And,  thereupon,  the  original  resolution  of  Hr.  Wil- 
iLiAxa  was  adopted. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  a  suspenuon  of  the  rule, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  that  wben  the  House 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Tbe  motion  was  rejected:  Ayes,  95,  noes  65 — not  two 
thirds.    So  tbe  House  refused  to  auspend  tbe  rule. 

Mr.  HARLAN  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  enable 
him  to  submit  a  resolution  that  wlien  the  House  adjourn 
to>morrow,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Tuesday  nezlt  which 
motion  prcTalleJi  Ayea  137,  noes  36. 

And  the  q^iestion  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
WM  then  Uken,  and  decided  in  the  afflrmAtive.  So  the 
motion  to  adjourn  over  firora  to-morrow  to  Tuesday 
wns  agreed  to. 

COLONEL  JOHN  WINSTON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  the  House 
then  reaolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
resumed  the  eonsidersllon  of  bills  upon  which  that  com- 
mittee had  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  (Mr.  Hatnis  in 
the  chair.) 

The  first  bill  before  the  committee  was  a  bill  fur  the 
relief  of  the  representatives  of  Colonel  John  Winston,  an 
officer  in  the  revolutionary  war.  A  discussion  took  place 
on  the  question  of  allowing  interest  upon  as  well  as  the 
principal  of  this  claim. 

Mr.  MCHLENBERG  said:  1  had  hoped,  Mr.  Chair, 
mtn.  that  afkcr  the  decision  made  at  the  last  session  of 
ConB^resa.  in  thjs  ease  of  Nancy  Haggard,  we  should  have 
bad  no  more  trouble  with  bills  of  the  niture  of  tbe  one 


now  before  you,  but  am  disappointed.  It  was  then  de- 
cided, after  argument,  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  the  dec'sion  was  confirmed  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority in  the  House,  that  interest  should  be  paid  upon 
claims  of  this  description.  The  question  is^  however, 
again  brought  up,  and  I  trust  it  will  now  be  decided, 
promptly  and  finally. 

The  great  mass  of  revolutionarjr  claims  may  be  em- 
braced in  two  classes:  commutation  cases  and  seven 
years'  half  pay  cases.  With  the  permisaion  of  ibo  com- 
mittee, I  will  say  a  word  or  two  in  explanation  of  each  of 
these  classes,  and  then  submits  few  remarks  upon  tbe 
propriety  of  paying  them  with  interest,  and  make  an  at- 
tempt to  show  that  tbe  practice  of  tbe  Government  and 
the  House,  that  justice,  equity,  and  the  common  good, 
imperiously  demand  their  settlement  in  that  wSy.  * 

Commutation  cases  are  founded  upon  two  separate  re- 
solves or  lawa  of  the  revolutionary  Congreas.  The  first 
was  passed  October  31,  1780,  and  gives  half  pay  fun  life 
to  all  such  officers  of  the  continental  line  of  the  army 
who  should  by  the  reorganization  of  the  army,  which 
was  then  ordered,  be  found  supernumenry,  and  be  re* 
ducedf  and  also  to  all  who  should  continue  in  the  ser- 
vice, in  that  line,  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Tbe  second 
resolve  was  passed  on  the  32  I  of  March,  1783,  and  com- 
mutes this  half  pay  for  life,  by  allowing  to  all  who  were 
entitled  to  it,  in  lieu  thereof,  five  years'  full  pay. 

With  a  knowledge  of  these  resolutions  of  the  revblu- 
lionary  Congress^  there  can  be  little  or  no  difficulty  in 
determining  who  is  entitled  to  commutation.  If  it  be 
clearly  established,  by  documentary  or  otiier  sufficient 
evidence,  that  an  officer  belonged  to  the  continental  line 
proper;  that  he  served  to  the  entire  close  of  the  war,  in 
November,  1783t  or  that  he  became  a  reduced  officer 
after  October,  1780,  by  the  reorganization  of  the  army 
ordered  at  tliat  time,  his  claim  to  commutation  pay  must 
be  considered  as  valid.  Several  other  reducliuns  of  tbe 
army  were  ordered  and  made  subsequent  to  that  of  Oc- 
tober, 1780,  and  prior  to  the  elose  of  the  wari  and  the 
officers  thereby  reduced  also  becsme  entitled  to  half 
pay  for  life,  and  the  commutation  thereof  by  five  years' 
full  pay.  1  trust  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims, 
(o  which  these  cases  are  referred,  report  bills  in  favor 
of  none  but  such  as  are  strictly  entitled  to  relief.  They 
consider  themselves  as  much  bound  to  protect  tbe  inter- 
est of  tbe  Government  as  that  of  the  eialmantst  and  can 
never  foi^t  that,  In  doing  justice  to  one,  they  must  not 
be  unjust  to  soother.  They  are  quite  willing  that  tbeir 
reports,  in  each  individual  case,  shall  be  strictly  scruti- 
nized, well  assured  that  they  will  bear  the  severest  test. 

The  next  class  of  cases  are  seven  years'  half  pay  claims. 
These  are  founded  upon  the  resolve  of  August  1780, 
which  extends  the  resolution  of  May  15, 1778,  {fruiting 
half  pay  for  seven  years  to  mililaty  officers  commissioned 
by  Congress  serving  to  the  end  of  the  war,  **  to  the 
widows  of  those  officers  who  have  died  or  shall  here- 
after die  in  the  service,  to  commence  from  the  lime  of 
sucb  officer's  death,  and  continue  for  tlie  term  of  seven 
years)  or  if  there  be  no  widow,  or  in  case  of  her  death 
or  intermarriage,  the  said  half  pay  be  given  to  (he 
orphan  children  of  the  officer  dying  u  aforesaid,  if  be 
shall  have  left  aim." 

Here,  sgain,  it  is  only  necesssrv  to  establish  llikt  an  offi- 
cer belonged  to  the  continental  linei  was  a  military  offi- 
cer, commissioned  by  Congress)  that  he  died  in  the  ser- 
vice) that  he  left  a  widow  or  orphan  children,  to  give  a 
well-founded  claim  to  the  reward  promised  solemnly  by 
the  Government)  going  in  the  first  place  to  the  widow, 
and  then,  in  case  u  death  or  intermarriage,  to  the  ehil' 
dren  and  their  issue,  and  none  else. 

It  being,  then,  ascertained  clearly  that  an  officer  of 
the  continental  line  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution  served 
to  tbe  entire  close  of  the  war,  or  tbat>he  wu  iwduced. 
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and  brcime  >  retiring  officer  under  tnd  ftfier  the  tmoIvcs 
oF October,  1780;  or  thtt  he  died  in  the  tervice  prior  of 
■ub^equeitt  to  the  reaolutiont  of  Hay,  1778|  or  August, 
1780,  Iravii^  %  widow  or  orplun  children— theie  cir- 
eutnatance*  being  etitbUhheo,  there  cun  be  no  doubt 
thtt  be  or  VoM  bcira^  *■  the  caae  may  be,  become  entitled 
to  that  remuneration,  to  the  payment  of  which  the  faith 
of  the  Government  waa  pledged. 

The  question  remaina,  are  these  claima  to  be  paid  with 
tntereat  or  nol^  To  determine  this  question,  it  appears 
to  me  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  original  mode  of 
pftymenti  to  the  practice  of  the  Government  before  and 
during  the  nuqienaion  of  the  linitation  actst  to  the  opin- 
ion or  the  Attorney  General  at  a  time  when  there  was  no 
excitement  on  the  Mbjecit  to  the  invariable  practice  of 
this  House,  and  to  the  juatioe  and  expediency  of  the 
thing  itaelf. 

How  were  these  claims  originally  satisfied'  Cnngresa 
waa  well  aware,  at  the  time  the  promise  of  payment  was 
made,  that  it  had  no  funds  to  satisfy  themi  that  payment 
could  not  be  made  in  money  that  wai  apeciet  and  there- 
fitre,  in  promiiing  five  jreara'  full  pay  in  lleii  uf  half  pay 
for  life,  by  its  resolution  of  March  S3,  1783,  made  this 
reservation;  "  in  money,  or  seetirities  on  inlereal  at  six 
per  eent.  per  annum,  aa  Congress  ritall  find  most  con- 
venient." No  one  is  ao  ignorant  as  not  to  know  thai 
money  waa  not  paid*  that  Congress  adopted  the  alterna- 
tive! that  commutation  certificate^  as  they  were  called, 
were  imied  to  the  applicants  for  the  five  years'  full  pay, 
bearing  an  interest  or  six  per  eent.  per  annum. 

This  was  the  practice  of  the  Government  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  before  the  pasaage  of  the  limitation  acts. 
These  were,  however,  several  times  Buspended  for  short 
periods,  and  then  these  claims  were  again  paid,  in  the 
same  manner,  with  interest  from  the  termination  of  the 
iMvice.  I  refer  you  to  a  communication  on  the  subject, 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  laid  upon  our  tables 
during  the  last  scsMon  of  Congreu.  It  is  Dociunent 
S34.  What  arc  we  told  in  this  communication' "all 
eertifloates  of  public  debt,  issued  by  thenegister  of  the 
TreaauTy,  by  th«  eommtMtoner  of  army  accounts,  and 
b^  the  commiaaioners  for  settling  (he  accounts  of  indi- 
viduals in  the  seversl  Statei;  and  in  thequartcrmtiter'a, 
Commisiary's,  marine,  and  clothing  departments,  for 
Krvlcea  rendered  or  supplies  furniithed  during  the  war 
of  the  Revoliftion,  or  in  fulfilment  of  promises  contained 
in  any  ordinance  or  resolution  of  the  old  Congress,  were 
on  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  termina- 
tion of  the  service,  or  from  the  time  llie  supplies  were 
furniBhed."  Can  any  thing  be  more  clear  and  conclu- 
sive in  regard  to  the  practice  of  the  Government*  None 
other  could  be  adopted,  because  it  was  directed  by  an 
ordinance  of  Congress  adopted  soon  after  (tie  close  of 
the  war,  (June  3, 1784,)  inthese  wordai  "  Resolved,  That 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  shall  beallowtd  to 
all  creditors  of  (he  United  States,  for  suppliei  ftimished 
or  services  done,  from  the  time  that  the  payment  be- 
caiae  due." 

Asa  further  proof  that  these  claims  were  adjusted  by 
the  Government  with  an  allowance  of  interest,  I  will 
also  refer  you  to  an  opinion  given  by  the  ADorney  Cen- 
tral (R.  Rush)  in  1816,  when  there  was  little  or  no  cx- 
titemeot  on  the  aubjecl,  and  which  clearly  ahowa  tliat, 
In  bis  view  of  things,  interest  ought  to  be  paid  In  every 
ease,  even  where  (here  were  special  acts  of  relief,  wiili- 
oul  an  express  proviso  for  its  payment.  1'he  opinion  I 
allude  to  is  contained  in  Document  No.  234  of  the  last 
session.  It  is  in  these  words:  «  The  following  case, 
suted  by  the  Auditor,  is  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  Attorney  General,  for  his  opinion: 

*•  Alexander  Hanrilton  was  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
amy  of  the  retroluiionary  war,  but  waa  understood  to 
bavc  retired  fron  lervioe  towards  the  close  of  the  j-ear 


1781;  and  in  the  month  of  November,  1783,  took  hii 
seat  in  Congreis,  as  a  member  ftwn  the  State  of  Ntv 
York. 

**  Does  the  act  for  the  reliif  of  EUzibeth  Hunihoi, 
widow  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  passed  on  tbe  39lli  of 
April,  1816,  place  her  on  an  equal  footing  vith  ibe  oS- 
cers  entitled  to  commutation  under  tbe  motutioaDf 
Cnngressof  March,  17S3r  Or,  in  other  vord),  don  Ibe 
spirit  and  true  meaning  of  the  said  act  require  ihit  in- 
terest  be  allowed  on  the  five  years*  full  pay  ihtnii 
granted? 

"  I  think  it  doea.  lam  given  to  undenlaodtlutit 
has  not  been  tbe  practice  w  the  aceoantiog  ofiemtf 
tbe  Trcaaury  DepartDient  to  allow  interest  upoaiBK. 
count  directed  to  be  settled  or  pwd  bysn  act  of  Con- 
gress, unless  there  be  in  the  set  itaelf  apecid  vordilo 
that  effect.  This  rule,  taken  aa  a  general  one,  it  it  M 
my  part  to  controvert,  nor  is  it  supposed  that  tbeibm 
opinion  will  imply  sny  contradiction. 

*'I  ground  it  on  the  peculiar  words  of  the  actor 
April  29,  1816)  which,  taken  in  connexim  with  Ik 
resolution  of  March  23,  17B3,  appears  to  nte,  on  full  cki- 
sideration,  to  enforce  tbe  construction  that  it  wii  ihe  in- 
tention of  Congress  not  merely  to  make  an  indepcDdnt 
grant  to  Elizabeth  Humilton,  but  to  place  hctupwi 
fooling  of  equal  advantage,  in  all  reapecta,  with  ibc  ol- 
ceraentitledtocommutationunder  that  resolution.  Th 
consequence  will  be  that,  ss  was  tbe  case  vith  Ibe  oS- 
ccra  tbemielvM,  (none  of  whom,  it  is  beKercd,  rccmed 
the  amount  In  money,]  she  too  will  be  enlitM  lois- 
tereat  at  six  per  cent.,  the  rate  specified  in  tbe  rnIu- 
tion — Richard  Ru&b,  A.  G." 

The  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Chairman,  wu  correcl) 
and  those  who  informed  him  that  it  was  not  "ihepnc 
tice  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Tresiury  Dip«i- 
ment  to  allnw  interest  upon  an  account  directed  lobe 
settled  or  paid  by  ao  act  of  Congress,  unlets  ibertbc, 
in  the  net  itself,  special  words  to  that  effect,"  tckb 
error,  as  far  at  least  as  regards  seven  years'  batf  piy  w 
commutation  esses.  1  will  turn  to  a  single  act  in 
ation  of  the  auertioni  it  is  the  act  of  March  37, 17)^ 
entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widoii,tT' 
phans,  invalids,  and  other  persons."  The  6ntseeti«i!>- 
rects  that  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  "artjuitfc 
claims  of  the  widows  and  orphans,  respeetiTclyiiiih 
case  may  be,  of.  eight  officers  named,  all  of  alKn 
killed  or  died  in  the  service  of  tbe  United  StaieiJo"" 
seven  year*'  half  pay  stipulated  by  the  resohe  of  O 
greaa  of  the  24th  day  of  Auguat,  1786,  and  tbit  ihe^ 
gttter  of  the  Treasury  do  issue  bis  certificates  accDrdiPf 
ly."  The  fourth  section  requires  tbe  Coinittrollet « 
"adjust  the  accounts  of  Josepli  Pannel,  alieutcnintoj 
onel  in  the  service  of  tbe  United  States,  as  a  dennp^ 
officer,  upon  tbe  principles  of  tbe  act  of  the  late  In- 
gress of  October,  1780,  and  allov  bim  the  usual  coa«; 
tation  of  tbe  half  pay  for  life  of  a  lieutenant  Vi\m- 
also,  to  "adjust  the  account  of  Thomas  Hclnti^e,lO^ 
tain  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  durinf^tbeB'j 
war,  and  to  allow  him  the  uauat  commutation  ot  iIk>^ 
pay  for  life  of  a  captain)  and  that  the  sard  KcKUhtp" 
certificates  for  the  amount  accordingly."  H«r«  'K'"' 
en  years'  half  pay  cases)  (he  commutation  case  o< " 
officer  deranged,  by  the  reorganisation  of  tbe  Wf» 
der  the  resolves  of  October,  1780;  and  tbe  consiu  iwi 
case  of  an  officer  serving  to  the  close  of  the  v*'!  pi^' 
did  for.  There  is  no  where  in  the  act  a  claiisedirtfif 
interest  to  be  paid.  There  are  no  "ipeeial  »ordi» 
that  efTect  in  the  act  itself)*'  and  yet  I  have  before  «• 
letter  from  the  Regiater  of  the  Treaaory,  it»tinf 
they  were  all  paid  with  six  percent,  interest— iIwk™ 
yearb'  half  pay  as  well  as  the'commulatton  oki.  lO*' 
&Gt  which  cannot  be  denied,  and  tbe  Regirter  ot  i" 
Treuury  will  aatisfy  any  one  upon  this  bead,  tbii 
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cliiiiM  which  vere  prewnted  under  the  aeU  of  March  M 
and  37,  1791,  and  Ftfbrairr  13, 1793,  Mitpendincr  the 
lUtutCfl  of  limitHtion  «9  to  the  claims  of  w'laovi  and  or- 
phans, and  claims  of  personal  services  of  officers,  &e. 
vere  all  paid,  when  admitted  at  the  Treasury,  with 
interest. 

Thus  much  for  the  practice  of  the  Rorernnient  before 
and  during  the  mapeniion  of  the  limitation  aetst  and 
vbat  hat  been  ttie  practice  of  this  House  since  diffieul- 
tiea  were  raised  at  the  departments.  I  will  at  this  time 
barelj  reassert  what  I  have  shown  at  larj^e  upon  a  for- 
mer occasion:  that  for  the  last  six  or  eight  years  it  has 
been  the  invariable  practice,  of  (hia  House  at  least,  to 
grant  interest  on  these  claims;  and  that,  constituted  aa  the 
House  is,  appears  to  me  a  strong  proof  that  its  justice 
and  equity  are  deeply  felt.  I  recollect  a  larg^e  number  of 
casea  In  the  twenty-aeoond  Congress,  and  some  in  the 
twen(y>third,  which  I  wilt  not  again  name,  lest  I 
should  exhaaat  the  patience  of  the  committee.  To  my 
knowledge,  (and  I  have  acme  little  experience,  having 
been  here  for  eight  years,)  no  bill  ever  passed  thisHouae 
originally  without  having  the  interest  clause  attached  to 
it.  In  some  few  instances,  1  admit,  it  was  overlooked) 
but  bills  were  afterwards  passed  providing  specially  for 
the  interest,  where  the  principal  had  been  allowed  by  a 
former  act.  Such  waa  the  case  in  relation  to  P/ice, 
Slaughter,  and  Colonel  Harrison's  heirs.  In  (he  case  of 
the  heirs  of  Brownlee,  and  also  of  Wilton,  claims  for 
seven  years'  half  pay,  the  bills  had  been  reported  with- 
out interest;  they  were  amended  by  adding  the  interest, 
and  they  passed,  as  amended,  in  February,  1833.  1  can- 
not be  mistaken,  baring  in  the  one  case  at  least  moved 
the  amendment  myselfT  Shall  we  depart  from  the  pre- 
cedent nowf  What  would  be  the  consequence^  Would 
we,  aa  we  should,  be  dealing  out  the  wme  measure  of 
justice  lo  all  in  a  like  situation.'  Certainly  not.  One 
claimant  would  receive  a  thousand  dollara,  and  another. 
In  all  respects  similarly  situated,  would  not  receive  more 
than  half  that  amount.  Would  not  this  justly  give  rise 
to  complaints'  Would  it  not  be  a  reflection  upon  the 
judgment  and  justice  of  the  House?  It  is  true  the  oth< 
cr  brandi  of  Congreaa  has,  in  the  two  last  seirions,  re- 
turned our  bills  with  the  Interest  clause  stricken  out, 
and  (hey  were  at  the  close  of  those  sessions  pssaed  in 
that  shape  here.  It  was,  however,  nnderslimd  to  be 
without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  parties.  Their 
wants  being  pressing,  they  thought  "  half  a  loaf  better 
than  none,"  and  agreed  to  leave  the  allowance  of  inter- 
cat  to  the  future  decision  of  the  Hooie.  Here  it  must 
be  decided,  and  I  trust  the  principle  etlablislied  by  the 
precedent  will  not  be  abandoned. 

The  only  plausible  reairan  I  have  yet  heard  fbr  a  refa- 
•al  of  interest  is  the  delay  which  has  so  often  occuri'ed 
in  presenting  the  claim.  In  most  cases,  this  delay  is, 
however,  easily  accounted  for.  We  all  know  that  mili- 
tary men  naturally  and  almost  necessarily  acquire  care- 
leas  habits  in  regard  to  their  money  affairsi  I  mean  mili- 
tary men  actively  emplo)-ed,  aa  were  thoae  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war.  This  was  peculiarly  and  notorioualyi  the 
case  with  the  chivalry  of  the  arny,  the  galbtat  Southern 
officers!  tnd  from  the  South  come  nearly  all  theae 
claims. 

Besides,  there  waa  not  much  to  be  gained  by  apply- 
ing for  commutation  certificates  prior  to  the  time  when 
the  limitation  acts  took  effect.  When  received,  they 
were  worth  scarcely  more  than  sixpence  in  the  dollar; 
never  more,  1  believe,  than  two  and  aixpenee  in  the 
pound,  and  were  looked  upon  aa  no  better  than  rags. 
The  poor  soldier  too  often  disposed  of  his  certificate  for 
the  bounty  of  eighty  dollars,  to  which  he  was  entitled  at 
the  cloae  of  the  war,  for  the  merest  trifle,  in  which  he 
rejoiced  for  a  ungle  hour;  and  more  still,  your  Gdvem- 
neat  Mencd  anzioua  to  defraud  them  even  out  of  these 


miserable  rags.  As  early  as  March,  178^  (scarcely 
eighteen  months  after  the  cloae  of  the  war,)  an  act  waa 
passed,  barring  all  such  claims  aa  ^ould  not  be  preaent- 
ed  within  twelve  months  after  thai  date,  in  July,  1787, 
a  further  period  of  eight  months  was  allowed.  How 
could  claims  of  this  description,  scattered  throughout  the 
whole  of  an  extensive  and  new  country,  in  many  instan- 
ces in  the  hands  of  widows  and  minor  children,  who  had 
none  to  care  for  them,  be  expected  to  be  preaented  in 
such  a  timeF  Who  would  calculate  upon  it,  particuhtrly 
when  they  were  considered  as  of  little  or  no  value? 

These  claims  became  valuable  only  after  the  funding 
act  of  August,  1790.  After  this  there  wa^  strictly 
speaking,  but  one  other  suspension  of  the  statutes  of  lim- 
itation, in  the  year  1793,  and  that  for  but  a  short  period. 
After  tbii^  (to  the  disgrace  of  the  Government  it  must 
be  aaid,)  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  these  claims  were  re- 
fused even  a  conaidcratiaiu  completely  thrown  out*  by 
pleading  the  Timitation  acta.  1  have  had  occasion  to 
took  over  many  of  the  old  reports  made  after  that  peri- 
od, and  find  such  lo  have  been  almost  invariably  the 
case.  Yes,  sir,  when  the  broken-down  veteran,  who 
bad  destroyed  hia  health  and  bis  fortune  for  hie  country's 
good;  when  hia  deatitute  widow,  when  bit  hapless  or- 
phans, knocked  at  your  doors,  and  asked  fw  the  re- 
demption of  your  solemn  pledges,  for  the  payment  of 
their  just  dues,  you  threw  them  back  their  petitions^ 
endorsed  "barred  by  the  statute  of  limitation."  You 
refuse  a  reasonable  time  for  the  presentotent  of  claimst 
and  when  they  are  brought,  you  tell  the  claimant  jou 
cannot  even  consider  it,  not  because  it  is  not  just,  but 
because  you  did  not  come  in  time.  Call  you  tbia  Justice? 
la  tbia  equitable?  Is  this  right? 

It  ia  true  the  poverty  of  the  Govermncnt  waa  and 
may  be  pleaded  in  excuse.  But  can  it  be  pleaded  at  thia 
time?  Are  you  not  burdened  with  an  enormous  surplus 
of  revenue— a  surplus  so  great  (hat  you  scarcely  know 
how  to  dispose  of  it,  and  about  which  you  are  continu- 
ally expresiing  your  fears  that  it  will  corrupt  your  peo- 
ple, degrade  your  States,  and  undermine  the  very  found- 
ation of  your  free  institutions?  Will  you  ,  not  now, 
then,  do  Juatiee  to  those  pure  and  patriotic  men  who 
perilled  their  livea,  tbetr  fortunea,  and  tbelr  sacred 
honor,  for  your  good?  Will  you  still  remain  deaf  to  the 
call  of  the  impoverished  descendants  of  those  to  whose 
privations,  toil,  and  blood,  you  are  indebted  for  all  the 
glorious  privileges  and  all  (he  unequalled  prosperity 
you  now  enjoy?  God  Almighty's  sun  will  never  shine  at 
any  period,  or  in  aiqr  land,  upon  another  such  a  gener- 
ation as  were  our  fatbera  (rf  the  Revolution,  both  m  the  . 
cabinet  and  field.  They  have  done  all  for  us  wi(h  sacri- 
fices unequalled  any  wherei  and  aball  we  do  nothing  for 
them,  and  for  tbf»e  who  muat  have  been  dear  to  them 
as  self,  and  whose  good  waa  jeoparded  fbr  the  common 
weal? 

Tea,  nr,  look  at  that  splendid  drapery  around  your 
chair;  behold  that  inimitable  work  of  (he  artiat'a  chisel 
before  you,  examine  tbeae  mainve  and  noble  pillars, 
thoae  splendid  paintings,  these  convenient  deski^  the  eU 
egant  carpeting  under  your  feett  take  a  view  of  tbia 
whtde  splendid  Capitol,  the  n(d>le  grounds  with  which  it 
is  surrounded,  the  superior  flsgging  laid  in  every  direc- 
tion, that  you  may  not  moisten  your  delicate  feet;  think 
of  all  the  glorious  privilegex,  civil  and  religious,  which 
you  enjoy;  of  the  unexampled  prosperity  which  crowns 
every  portion  of  your  land,  and  every  commercial,  man- 
ufacturing, and  agricuhunl  porauit  of  ita  cilixenai  and 
then  tell  me  to  whom  you  owe  all  tbit.  Haa  it  not  been 
purcbaaed  by  (he  perils  and  sacrifices,  by  the  privattona 
and  blood,  of  our  glorious  fathers  of  (he  Revolution? 
Shall  thoae  who  bore  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day, 
and  their  immediate  descendants,  not  have  justice,  at 
least,  at  your  hands?   Shall  the  apkmn  pledges  made 
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them  not  be  redeemed  f  Stall  they  be  defeftled  by  plead- 
ing limitttion  >ctB>  I  trust  not. 

I  do  not  with,  Hr.  Chairman,  to  address  myielf  to  the 
feeling!  or  gentlemen)  I  du  not  vish  to  enlist  their  pas- 
sions, or  I  might  My  more.  I  w'»h  a  verdict  in  fiiTor  of 
the  offlcera  of  the  Revolution  and  their  deicendants  from 
their  sound  aenic  and  deliberate  judgment  only.  Thry 
wk  no  ftvors.  They  tA  for  juttice,  and  juatiee  alone. 
Satisfy  them  tbuihr,  and  let  not  the  world sayi  republica 
are  always  ungrateftiland  always  unjust.  The  very  nature 
of  thecasedemandsthis,  and  the  common  good.  Or  would 
it  be  just  to  reTusea  claim,  founded  upon  a  solemn  pledge 
of  the  Government,  purchased  in  most  eases  by  the  life 
and  blood  of  a  citizen,  yielded  in  the  service  of  the 
country,  yielded  to  attain  the  gloriont  indepmdenop,  the 
high  privileges,  the  distinguirtied  blessings,  we  now  en* 
joy  f  Would  it  be  Just,  wuuU  it  be  equiuble*  would  it 
be  creditable,  lo  refuse  redeeming  a  pledge  given  un- 
der circumstances  like  these?  Or  do  we  value  a  little 
contemptible  pelf  more  than  the  precious  blood  of  patri- 
otic citizens^ 

But,  sir,  not  only  justice  and  equity  demand  a  settle- 
ment of  these  claims,  upon  the  most  liberal  principles, 
with  interest,  I  mean,  but  alio  the  common  good.  We 
are  now  enjoying  the  blessings  of  peace,  but  wc  cannot 
expect  lo  enjoy  them  always.  War  will  again  come,  be 
it  sooner  or  later.  If  you  refuse  to  redeem  (he  pledges 
you  gave  your  soldiers,  the  pledge,  particularly,  to  take 
care  of  their  widows  and  orphans  in  case  they  ahould  fall 
fighting  your  battles,  how  can  you  expect  men  lo  enter 
your  service  bereaftcrT 

The  best  soldiers,  the  bntTcM  defenders  of  their  coun- 
try, are  undoubtedly  those  who  are  most  attached  to 
their  homestesds,  to  their  wives  and  their  children.  If 
you  rob  them  of  the  hope  that  their  wives  and  little  ones 
are  to  be  provided  for,  if  yeu  lead  them  to  believe  that 
your  solemn  pledges  in  this  respect  are  not  to  be  redeem- 
ed, how  dare  you  expect  them  cheerfully  to  lead  the 
forlorn  hope,  manfully  to  mount  the  breach,  gallantly 
to  ftorm  the  battery,  in  the  very  face  of  death  and  -de- 
stmction? 

I  have  but  one  more  word  to  say.  It  is  not  the  bill  it- 
self now  before  you,  but  the  principle  involved  in  it, 
which  is  importantt  it  is  because  ii  must  decide  the  hte 
of  many  others,  that  it  ii  contested.  Against  this  psr- 
ticuUr  bill  there  seems  to  be  but  alight  objections.  If  1 
distinctly  heard  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 
AiLzx,]  he  thought  the  evidence  not  of  (he  strongest 
character.  Sir,  yon  have  the  certificate  of  officers  of 
the  army  as  to  the  necessary  service  of  officers  engsged  ' 
In  the  stime  contesli  you  have  the  deposition  of  a  most 
Worthy, citizen,  living  at  (he  period)  you  have  the  records  ' 
of  the  State  of  Virginist  that  he  received  land  bounty  fur 
services  from  1776  to  February  13,  1781)  you  have  his 
pay-  certificate  from  the  same  State,  for  services  from 
1776  te  February  33,  17B1— the  very  period  when  the 
Virginia  continental  line  was  reorganized,  under  the 
resdutions  of  October,  1780,  at  Ches(erfield,  by  a  board 
of  officers  convened  for  that  special  purpose,  the  Baron 
Steuben  presiding.  Admitting  that  he  was  deranged  at 
that  period,  (he  very  circumstance  entitles  his  heirs  to 
commutstion.  That  he  was  afterwards  found  serving 
at  the  siege  of  York,  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  should 
not  weaken  but  strengthen  his  claim.  Then  wM  the 
.chivalry  of  Virginia,  ara  every  officer  who  had  seen 
■errice,  took  the  field,  and  crowded  around  the  banner 
raised  for  liberty  snd  our  country.  Sir,  it  is  a  plain  case, 
•nd  I  wilt  lose  no  more  words  upon  it.  All  1  desire  and 
ask  is  a  prompt  and  final  decision)  a  decinon  just  in  it- 
self, honorable  to  this  House,  and  tending  to  secure  Hbe 
common  good. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  VINTON,  the  committee  rose,  re- 
ported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  (hen  acyoumed. 


*  Satvkbat,  Dkcehbxb  31. 

DEPOSITS  BANKS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  conaideration  of  ibefol. 
lowing  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  lir.  Giiun, 
of  Virginia  I 

Beaotvtdt  That  (he  Seovtary  of  the  Trcssutyconwo. 
nieatc  to  this  House,  if  within  his  power,  die  Mdeali 
and  surpluses  which  were  dechircd  by,  and  the  » 
pluses  and  contingent  funds  remaining  ia,  (be  wcnl 
banks  in  which  the  public  money  is  deporitcd,  hr  Ik 
years  1833,  1834,  1835,  and  1836,  severally. 

To  which  resolution  (he  following  amcBdwDt  U 
been  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Hamuh: 

**  And  that  he  slate,  also,  whether  Um  aalsrv  er  eou- 
pensation  of  an  agent  at  the  seat  of  the  Generu  Gokib. 
ment  composes  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  s^  bsoki; 
the  name  uf  the  said  agent,  and  the  several  sum  ptid  la 
him  by  the  said  institutions,  respectively." 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  labitiitttj 
by  Hr.  HAairxsAr,  when  the  subject  wm  l»t  undtr 
consideration,  to  lay  the  amendment  and  resolution  oo 
the  table)  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nsrsb■dl»r^ 
lofore  been  ordered,  and,  having  been  now  tskm,  ttrc 
Yeas  38,  nsys  HI. 

So  the  House  refiised  to  lay  the  subjeet  on  (he  tibk. 

Mr.  GILLET  thereupon  withdrew  bis  smeedn«t; 
and  the  question  recurring  on  the  proposed  amettdnm 
of  Mr.  Hablait — 

Mr.  CUSHHAN  called  for  the  previou  ipteHiM: 
which  the  House  refused  to  secondi  Yeo  71,  nriW. 

So  the  prevtoua  question  waa  nol  seconded. 

The  question  the  adoption  of  the  amendaent  ^lia 
reeitrrinp, 

Hr.  GRANGER  eslled  for  (he  yeas  and  myi;«bidi 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  HARLAN  hoped  (hat  the  House  wouk?  not  op- 
pose (he  adoption  of  hia  amendment.  It  hsd  been  rtiitd 
again  and  again,  both  in  and  out  of  the  House,  tbili 
certain  peraon  residing  in  this  city  oeeupkd  a  rmi  « 
the  Treasury  Department,  the  rent  of  which  wu  piiil 
by  that  Deparlmentj  that  he  commonicsled  with  th«e 
drpoute  bankst  snd  that  through  him,  under  ibefniik 
of  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  tlie  etRTespoadeaecrf 
the  banks  was  carried  on.  If  there  wu  sun  an  sgent, 
the  people  had  a  right  to  know  it. 

He  (Mr.  H.)  did  not  pretend  to  assert  whether  ihnt 
was  such  an  agent  or  not)  but  he  did  say  that  the  tut^ 
ments  which  had  gone  forth  to  thnt  effect,  through  the 
public  press  and  other  channetf^  were  sufficient  Kmsl 
on  which  to  institute  an  inquiry,  and  to  call  for  a  diiliKl 
answer  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  depostle  banks,  it  was  said,  had  realised  life 
sums  by  means  of  the  public  mnney.  Two  or  three  jtv* 
before  the  charter  of  the  Unilo3  States  Bank  cipin^ 
these  depositea  were  taken  from  that  institatkm,  iht 
place  pcnoted  out  by  law  for  their  safe  keeping.  V'"' 
amount  the  Government  might  have  lost,  he  could  nrt 
tell.  But  it  was  necessary  the  people  should  knov  whtc 
was  done  with  their  money,  and  whether  any  con6(lto- 
tial  agent  existed,  who,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  bad  the  control  of  these  inililutioM- 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  said  that  bis  only  object 
in  ofTering  the  reaolution  had  been  lo  ascertain  vbit 
profits  had  been  realized  by  these  benb^  out  of  hhhkji 
deposited  there,  for  which  the  Oovn-nnent  hsd  so  uk- 
As  regarded  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentlemw 
from  Kentucky,  it  would  be  remembered  that  when  ib« 
genliemsn  from  Virginia,  [Hr.  Wisa,]  at  a  former  peri- 
od, offered  a  resolution  in  a  more  extended  form,  sikif 
for  an  inquiry  into  alleged  abuses  in  the  Treswry 
partraent,  he  (Hr.  O.)  had  voted  for  that  inquiry,*" 
he  would  do  so  again.    But  he  could  not  regard  (bt 
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amendment  now  propoied  u  pertinent  to  the  reiolation. 
Still)  he  would  vole  for  it.  He  would  uk,  howerer, 
were  these  dep<w)te  banks  chartered  hy  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  did  thejr  owe  any  responsibility 
to  the  Goveniment,  except  so  far  ai  they  had  entered 
into  contraclsF  They  did  not;  and  il  the  banks  thought 
proper  to  expend  their  money  in  the  employment  of  an 
agent  at  Wstbii^fton,  or  elsewhere,  they  had  a  right  to 
do  so,  so  long  as  they  did  not  expend  a  dollar  of  the 
puUic  money.  If  it  enuld  be  ahown  that  there  was  any 
improper  connexion  between  R.  M.  Whitney,  the  indi- 
vidual so  often  referred  to,  or  any  other  perscm,  and  the 
Treasury  Department  and  depoiite  banks,  be  (Mr.  G.) 
was  willing  to  know  the  truth,  and  to  correct  the  evil,  if 
it  existed.  It  had  been  charged  that  the  friends  of  the 
administration  wished  to  conceal  biddeo  fraud  and  cor- 
ruption. Let  them  meet  the  chirfrei  coming  from  a 
freotleman  politically  opposed  to  them;  let  him  have  aa 
fall  an  inquiry  as  pmsible;  and,  althougti  be  (Mr.  G.) 
eould  not  consider  the  amendment  as  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  resolution,  stilt  he  would  never  close  his  eyes 
upon  any  fraud,  corruption,  or  mismana^ment,  come 
from  what  quarter  it  wouldt  and  be  would  never  deny 
any  Inquiry  which  might  lead  to  its  detection-  He  did 
not  beRere  that  fraud  or  corruption  could  be  disoovered, 
but  h*  was  desirous  to  give  the  opportunity. 

Hr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  expressed  the 
gratification  which  he  had  felt  in  listening  to  the  senti. 
ments  expressed  by  the  gentlemsn  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
GAftiAvn.]  Without  reflecting  on  the  motives  of  others, 
he  (Mr.  T.)  thanked  that  gentleman  for  tbe  manly  and 
honorable  conrae  he  had  taken  in  this  matter. 

The  subject  of  Reuben  H.  Whitney's  connexion  with 
the  Treasury  was  one  of  deep  excitement  in  every  part 
of  the  Union.    He  (Mr.  T. )  had  ferbome  to  make  any 
cliarges  or  insinuations,  until  he  bad  evidence  before 
him.    Now,  he  deaired  that  the  evidence  sought  by  the 
amendment  ahould  be  procured,  for  it  had  a  most  im- 
portant bearing  on  the  whole  subject.    And  be  must  be 
permitted  to  say.  that,  if  be  did  not  rane  tbe  eiy  of  de- 
moeracy  so  loudly  and  so  constantly  as  some  men,  he 
was  yet  democrat  enough  to  have  confidence  that  (he 
people  of  this  country  would  do  what  was  right,  when 
they  understood  what  was  right;  and  any  oppowtion  to 
this  investigation  would  come  with  an  ill  grace  from 
those  who  professed  themselves  to  be  the  friends  of  the 
people.    He  wialied  to  know  what  was  the  nature  of  K. 
H.  Whitney's  connexion  with  Uiese  banks,  and  wbst 
coaipensation  he  received.    Let  the  suspicions  which 
were  nbroad  be  either  put  down  or  confirmed.  What- 
ever this  individual's  connexion  might  turn  out  lo  be  with 
the  banks,  he  (Hr.  T.)  believed  it  to  be  an  absolute  su- 
tooraayt  he  believed  that  the  "tie  voh,  riejubeo"  of  H. 
M .  Whitney  placed  money  in  the  banks  and  took  money 
out  of  tbem.  He  believed  such  to  be  the  ftct,  though  he 
did  not  know  iti  and  if  B.  M.  Whitney  had  this  power, 
was  it  not  alUimportant  that  the  people  ahould  know  it? 
He  (Mr.  T.)  had  nothing  to  say  about  his  characteri  but 
he  desired  to  know  wbethrr  R.  M.  Whitney  was  not  in- 
fluenced by  douceurs  from  these  banks;  whether  it  was 
true  that  he  receive<1  fifty  tboiitand  dollars  a  year,  as  had 
been  stated.    A  bank  which  had  a  million  of  the  public 
money  on  deposite,  which  was  yielding  $60,000  per  an- 
num* could  readily  alFord  to  pay  a  part  of  the  compensa- 
tion named.    He  (Mr.  T.)  thought  his  suspicions  that 
such  a  sum  was  paid  would  be  confirmed,  in  any  event, 
he  desired  to  submit  the  esse  to  the  American  people, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  ctrcumslances.  He 
hoped  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  him  would  meet  him 
fully  in  this  instance.  If  all  was  fair,  as  it  should  be,  and 
wm  he  trusted  it  might  prove  to  be,  let  the  friends  of  the 
BdminiatntioD  have-all  the  benefit  whicb  would  result 
from  the  refiitatian  of  the  charges. 


JSotiAs.  £H.  or  R. 


Mr.  D.  J.  PBARCE  said  he  bad  voted  to  lay  the  res- 
olution and  amendment  on  the  table,  beeauae  be  was  op- 
posed both  to  the  one  and  tbe  other. 

He  was  In  favor  of  any  resolution  directing  inquiry 
into  any  department  of  the  Government  where,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  it  was  proper  the  inquiry  should  be 
made.  He  considered  tbe  whole  proposition  aa  a  work 
of  Bupererogatim.  He  would  vote  for  the  resolution, 
if  any  gentleman  who  viewed  tbe  subject  in  a  different 
light  from  himself  would  put  it  in  a  proper  shape.  If  tbe 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hi.auif]  wanted  acorn- 
mittee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House,  (o  ascertain 
whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bad  assumed 
banking  privileges;  whether  R.  H.  Whitney  was  station- 
ed here  as  the  a^ent  of  tbe  deposite  banks,  with  a 
view  of  giving  him  privileges  above  other  individuals, 
and  of  receiving  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a 

firotection  whi<£  tlie  Secretary  could  not  correctly  con- 
er  upon  another  man,  nor  legally  upon  him,  (R.  H. 
W.{]  if,  in  short,  the  quealion  was  (o  resolve  itself  into 
one  of  malfeasance  or  malversation  in  ofiice,  he  (Mr. 
P.)  was  willing,  for  one,  that  the  committee  should  be 
raised,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  should  be  at 
the  head  of  it-,  and  that  he  should  fiilly  Investigate  all 
charges,  so  far  as  they  can  be  made  against  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

But  suppose  that  Reuben  M.  Whitney  was  the  agent 
of  the  deposite  banks.  He  was  not  an  agent  under  any 
act  of  Congress,  or  under  any  power  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  could  exercise.  He  was  the  agent 
by  virtue  of  a  contract  between  him  and  the  deposite 
banks.  What  right  bad  tbe  House  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  a^jc  these  banks  if  they  had  an  agent, 
or  what  compensation  was  given  to  bimf  They  might 
answer  the  question  if  they  thought  properi  and  if  they 
did  not  think  proper  to  answer  it,  the  House  would  be 
no  wiser  by  adopting  this  resolution. 
'  It  bad  been  said  that  R.  H.  Whitney  was  seen  in  Ibis 
city,  sometimes  in  bis  oflSce,  sometimes  reading  newspa- 
pers! end  beeanae  be  was  so  seen,  the  House  was  to 
adopt  a  resolution  tnaking  these  formal  inquiries  from 
.  the  8ei»«tary  of  the  Treasuty.  So  Ar  as  any  thing 
conld  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  SeerelaTy  of  the  I'reas- 
iiry,  showing  an  improper  connexion  between  him  and 
11.  H.  Whitney,  or  any  other  individual,  he  (Mr.  P.) 
was  willing  to  go  for  an  int^uiry;  but  as  to  these  roving 
investigations,  these  inquisitions,  he  had  expressed  liis 
opinion  against  themj  tie  believed  that  no  benefit  was 
to  be  derived  from  them  by  the  American  people,  and 
that  their  only  effect  would  he  to  agiute  the  public 
mind.  So  much  (said  Mr.  P.)  for  Reuben  H.  Whitney, 
who  (Mr.  P.  apprehended]  was  one  day  to  become  a 
great  man,  on  the  ground  that  those  who  were  great 
were  indebted  for  their  elevation  more  to  their  enemies 
than  their  friendsi  and  who,  but  for  the  fictitious  conse- 
quence which  he  had  gathered  from  the  Ihouaand  ru- 
mors which  had  been  circulated  against  him,  might  have 
^ided  on  to  bis  grave  with  tbe  contcraplible  ihsenubifity 
of  an  oyster,  so  far  as  Congress  would  bare  had  any 
thing  to  do  with  him. 

But  ai  lo  the  resolution  itself.  When  did  the  bill  by 
which  these  depositee  were  regulated  becomes  kw?  At 
the  last  sesnon  of  Congress,  he  believed.  These  banks 
would,  no  doubt,  do  what  they  had  contracted  to  do  un- 
der the  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session.  They  were  under 
contracts  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury— contracts 
entered  into  subsequent  lo  the  passage  of  that  bill,  and 
to  (he  requirements  of  wliich  they  had  conformed.  But 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Vireinia  [Hr.  Gia- 
UKDj  goes  back  to  the  years  1835  and  1836.  What 
right  had  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lo  call  for  thia 
information.^  Wliat  control  could  he  exercise  over  the 
banks,  independent  of  what  was  coDtaincd  in  tbe  coo- 
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tract  under  the  dcpoiite  bill?  Would  the  binka  eonde- 
icend  to  comply  with  Mch  requirementa^  And  if  not,  of 
what  avKit  wu  the  rewlution.  or  what  benefit  couhl  re- 
auff  from  Ui  adoption^ 

He  mm  no  reason  why  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaijiry 
ihould  Bike  inqnirica  into  theae  baoka)  rather  than  into 
any  other  banka,  in  order  to  know  their  aurplua  on  band . 
There  vac  evil  to  be  apprehended  from  the  aurplua 
on  hand  tn  all  the  bankai  but  thta  waa  the  reault  of  the 
bankinf  ayatem.  If  the  object  of  the  rcaolution  really 
waa  to  confer  benefit  on  the  public,  then  let  tbe  inquiry 
be  extended  to  all  aimilar  iaatitutiona  in  the  country.  If 
Conitrcsa  waa  to  legialate  at  all,  let  then  not  kgialats  for 
the  few,  but  for  the  whole.  Let  theon  legialalc  for  the 
people,  for  tbe  hewera  of  wood  and  the  dravera  of  wa- 
ter i  for  those  men  who  sufTer,  and  are  mule  to  lufTer,  in 
coriaequenee  of  theae  inatitutiona. 

Mr.  TOUCKY  aaid  he  could  aee  no  objection  to  tbe 
reiolution,  nor  any  aubatantial  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment. Could  any  gentleman  object  to  a  aimple  call  for 
f jcta  in  poiaeaaion  of  the .  Department,  where  it  waa 
tleened  tmporlant  to  every  member  that  ih^  abould  be 
in  poaaeauon  of  Conjj^resa.'  The  irentlenian  from  Rhode 
laland  [Mr.  Piasci]  hid  inquired  why  not  as  well  call 
for  thia  infivmation  in  relation  to  all  the  bsnksf  He 
(  Mr.  T. )  would  answer.  By  a  law  passed  at  the  lust  tea. 
•ion  of  Congress,  and  by  the  course  of  the  Department 
under  that  Taw,  contracts  had  been  entered  into  with 
these  depoaite  bankst  and,  aa  a  preliminary  to  the  form- 
ation of  these  contract*,  tbe  banka  were  required  lo  put 
tbe  Uepanment  in  nosMsaion  of  ocrlein  infbrimlion  in 
relation  to  their  eonailion  and  butineaa.  For  this  reaaon 
he  (Mr.  T.)  would  limit  the  inquiry  to  these  banks. 
With  other  banks  Cong^reis  had  nolhinK  to  do.  He 
would,  therefore,  vote  in  favor  of  (he  resolution,  and  alao 
of  ihe  amendment.  A  certain  i[fent  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment had  been  allrged  to  be  in  thia  city,  performing 
certain  acta.  The  House  had  already  received  a  com- 
munication from  the  Treasury  Drpartment,  slating  that 
that  individual  bad  no  connexion  with  that  Department. 
He  had  no  connexion,  for  aught  Mr.  T.  knew,  with  Ibe 
deposite  bankst  tnd,  so  far  as  be  was  aware,  there  was 
no  impropriety  in  their  employing  such  an  agent.  But 
if  these  banks  had  communicated  facts  to  the  Treasury 
Department  in  relation  to  that  agent,  which  it  waa  impor- 
tant for  the  House  lu  know,  let  him  comrauntcate  them. 

The  House  did  not  ask  for  any  information  which 
these  hv>ks  were  not  required  to  pve  by  virtue  of  their 
contracts.  I'hry  asked  for  Information,  so  far  aa  it  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  Department.  He  was  for  light; 
for  fair  inveallgation  and  Inquiry;  and,  so  far  as  it  could 
properly  be  done,  he.would  examine  and  sift  the  De- 
partment to  the  bottom.  It  was  not  fur  the  House,  nor 
for  the  LegisUture,  to  refuse  inquiry  into  any  Depart- 
laentt  This  waa  not  an  inquisition;  it  was  a  proper  and 
Icgsl  inquiry  into  a  public  Department,  not  necessarily 
involving  the  supposition  that  any  thing  wu  wronjr.  He 
hoped  the  inqttiry  would  be  allowed,  and  be  appeak d  to 
the  House  lo  adopt  the  resolution,  and  thus  throw  open 
the  door  lo  discovrry,  if  ai>y  thing  there  was  to  dis- 
cover. 

Mr.  VANDRKPOEL  said  that  he  apprehended  that 
tbe  amendment  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Uablak]  would  not  secure  his  object,  at  least 
if  his  abject  was  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any 
agent,  without  the  authurily  of  law,  connected  with  the 
Treasury  Department,  to  correspond  or  communicate 
with  the  deposite  banks.  It  had  been  often  alleged  here, 
aa  a  matter  of  suspicion,  if  not  uf  conviction,  that  an 
agent,  unauthorzcd  by  law,  and  paid,  probably,  out  uf 
the  public  moneys,  was  employed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  negotiate  with  the  deposite  banks.  He 
would  lUbmit »  resolution  which  would  require  Ihe  Sec- 


retary of  the  Treaaury  to  respond  distinctly  to  the  pwot, 
whether  such  agency  existeof  and  if  ao,  who  pays  such 
agent.  Mr.  V.  Uieo  aubmitlcd  the  followiog*  aa  aa 
amendment  to  tbe  UModoieat  of  Ihe  gentlewn  from 

Kentucky: 

**  And  whether  the  Treasury  Department  has  any 
agent  or  attorney,  to  correspond  or  communicate  «iih 
said  depoaite  banks,  in  relation  to  the  public  depotites; 
if  so,  who  is  sucb  agent  or  correspondent,  what  compen- 
aation  is  allowed  to  him,  and  by  whom  is  such  allowance 
made  or  paid." 

Pending  which,  tbe  hour  having  el^iaed,  tbe  House, 
on  motum  of  Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  paseed  to  tbe  or- 
dera  of  the  da^,  being  the  eoDsidentkm  of  bills  on  the 
calendar  of  private  buainess. 

The  Houae  suspended  tbe  rule  to  enable  Mr.  THOM- 
SON, of  Ohio,  to  offer  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Besokedf  Thst  the  use  of  this  hall  be  allowed  for  aa 
exhibition  of  the  pupils  of  the  New  England  Inatitution 
for  Ibe  Education  uf  tbe  Blind,  under  the  direction  of 
Doctor  S.  6.  Howe,  on  Tuesday  next,  at  half  pact  10 
o'clock  A.  M.,  for  tbe  space  of  one  hour. 

LOUIS  DURETT. 

The  residue  of  the  day  was  spent  upon  bills  for  rehef 
of  individuals  and  uthera. 
Among  other  business 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  hein  of  Louis  Durett  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  LYON  aaid  be  bit  it  his  duly  to  oppose  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  in  ita  preaent  form,  and  would*  wbeo  be 
bad  given  a  brief  explanation  of  the  case  aa  he  undei^ 
stood  it,  move  to  lay  tbe  bill  on  tbe  table.  It  proposed 
to  release  to  the  heirs  of  Durett  all  title  or  claim  of  the 
United  States  to  sixty  arpens  of  land  in  tbe  city  of  Ho. 
bile,  of  great  value,  and  with  very  indefinite  and  uncer- 
tain boundaries.  He  aaid  he  hsd  no  knowledge  tbe 
merits  of  the  claim,  beyond  what  is  afforded  by  Ibe 
papers  refirrred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claima.  It  may  be  (said  Mr.  L.)  that  the  heira  of  Durett 
are  entitled  to  land  in  or  near  Hobtlei  but  he  was 
not  sufficiently  advised  of  the  facta  and  circumstances 
connected  with  their  claim  to  induce  him  to  vote  for  the 
bill  before  the  House,  or  consent  to  its  passage  in  iu 
preaenl-fbrm.  When  the  committee  reported  upon  ilua 
case  at  the  last  sesskin,  Mr.  L.  ssid  he  bad  emnined 
into  it  with  a  view  to  sscertiun  how  or  why  it  was  thst 
the  claim  embraced  the  particular  quantity  of  aixty  ar- 
pens  square.  It  did  not  purport  to  be  founded  upon  KHf 
French,  British,  or  Spanrtb  grant)  and  the  United  Slides 
had  never  disposed  of  lands  by  arpens,  unless  in  con- 
firming grants  made  by  other  Governmenta.  He  had 
applied  to  the  Commiuioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
and  requested  him  to  examine  tbe  boundaries  designated 
in  the  bill,  snd  furnish  him  ■  map  identifying  the  tract 
described  in  it.  Mr.  L.  Wished  the  informatioB  to  eo> 
able  him  to  determine  if  the  claim  would  coitfliet  with 
other  claimants  of  real  estate  in  Hubilei  but  was  inform* 
ed  by  tbe  Cummiasioner  that  the  bill  did  not  furniab  auch 
a  description  of  the  boundaries  of  the  tract  proposed  'o 
be  confirmed  aa  would  enable  him  to  identify  it  on  the 
map.  Mr.  L.  aaid  be  was  un^le,  from  the  wank  of 
certainty  in  tbe  boundariea  as  deacribed  in  tbe  hill,  lo 
determine  to  what  extent  the  sixty  arpena  square  would 
conflict  with  tbe  claima  of  others. 

He  had  examined  the  several  reports  of  tbe  difier. 
rnl  boards  of  land  commissioners  appointed  to  exaaiine 
and  recommend  such  claims  fur  confirmation,  and 
Ihe  result  of  this  examination  had  not  satikBed  him  tb<t 
the  present  bill  ought  to  pass.  In  the  report  of  actual 
settlers  prior  to  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  who  had  no 
clsimi  derived  from  eilbir  (he  Spanish,  Pretcb,  or 
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Brhiih  GoTcnnnenti^  made  In  1830  by  the  board  of 
commiMoners  tut  of  Pearl  river,  tbe  repreaentitiTei  of 
Louii  Durett  ire  reported  for  u  lot  below  MobUe,  Kltled 
from  Htrch,  1790,  to  April,  1830.  Tbe  aiie  or  con- 
icnu  of  ibii  lot  the  commiMionen  failed  to  spccifyt  but, 
ftt  s  Mbsequent  time,  m  city  lot,  64  by  138  feet,  appein 
to  have  bc^n  aurveyed  for  their  elwni.  A  atill  later  re- 
port of  the  comBihuoneii  of  prlrate  hnd  cUai  ahowi 
tbat  ioseph  Durett  aMerted  a  dum  befiire  them  for 
riity  arpeni  aqoare  in  Mobile*  aainhabited  and  cultivated 
from  1803  to  1807.  This  claim  w»  reported  aa  not 
enlilled  to  confirmallofti  becauae  not  provided  for  by 
law. 

An  act  of  Conffreu,  now  in  forcr,  haa'created  a  tribu- 
nal Ibr  tbe  examination,  in  the  Brat  inatance,  of  caaei 
Fike  the  one  before  tbe  House.  By  tbe  act  of  tbrch, 
1839,  the  regiater  and  receiver  of  the  land  diitiiet  in 
wliieb  Mobile  ia  embraced  have  been  created  a  board  of 
oommlsiionen  for  the  examination  of  caaea  like  the  prea- 
ent,  with  authority  to  report  upon  them,  and,  if  eitab- 
liibed  by  proof,  to  recommend  them  for  confirmation. 
This  board  ia  convenient  to  all  interested,  and  it  would 
be  more  regular  and  aatiabctory  for  Confress  to  act 
upon  the  offteial  report  of  tbe  eominisaionerB,  than  to  re< 
iy  u|ioa  taatimony  of  which  adverse  claimanta  may  have 
received  ao  notice. 

There  was  stiil  another  reason  (Mr.  L.  said)  why  he 
could  not  consent  to  Uie  passage  of  the  bill.    A  respect- 
able number  of  hia  conatiluents  had,  in  a  petition  to 
Congress,  requested  that  no  final  action  abould  be  bad 
upon  claims  like  the  present,  unless  it  be  shown  that  ad- 
vene dalmanta  bad  received  notice  of  application  being 
made  to  Googresa  to  confirm  them.   The  papers  in  this 
case  did  not  rtiow  that  any  notice  whatever  bad  been 
given.    He  bad  no  information  as  to  the  nature  of  any 
adverse  claims  to  the  land  sought  by  tbe  heirs  of  Durettt 
but,  from  the  best  location  be  could  give  the  Isnd,  under 
the  boundsry  described  in  the  brl^  it  would  seem  to 
conflict  with  the  ctaima  of  **  De  La  Cnix  under  Francis 
Collell,"  ahd    Joahua  Kennedy  under  William  McBoy." 
marked  upon  the  map  of  Mobile  in  tbe  General  Land 
Office,    lie  knew  nothingof  the  nature  oftheae  claims, 
but  it  might  be  that  they  were  as  much  entitled  to  a  re- 
linquishment of  the  title  of  the  United  States  aa  Duretti 
at  least,  he  was  disposed  that  all  should  have  a  bearing) 
and  an  investigation  into  the  merits  of  the  conflicting 
claima  could  be  had   with  more  convenience  to  the 
parties  before  tbe  boaad  of  land  comroiasioners,  in  the 
country  where  the  land  u  situated,  wd  where  tbe  par- 
ties reMCf  than  before  Congresi.   Mr.  L.  lald  he  was 
un-srilling  to  vote  for  a  confirmation  of  Durett'i  claim, 
without  affording  tbe  other  suppoaed  adverse  claimants 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard.    The  psmge  of  the  bill 
might  do  injustice  to  other  claimanta  equally  as  much 
entitled  to  the  same  land,  and  he  was  not  diaposed  to  in- 
volve any  portion  of  his  constituents  in  unoeceaaary  law- 
aiiita.    He  was  not  prepared  to  say  to  what  extent  the 
bill  would  give  rise  to  litigationt  but  as  the  ease  was  im- 
portant.and  the  value  of  the  property  very  great,  he 
preferred  the  etaimantt  ahould  come  to  Congresa  with 
H  report  from  the  board  of  land  commissioners,  setting 
forth  all  the  important  facts  connected  with  the  cisim, 
«tid  with  such  others  as  may  interfere  with  it. 

Mr.  L.  having  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  table,  waa 
requested  by  Mr.  HUNTSMAN  to  withdraw  the  mottoni 
a»J  did  so,  in  order  to  allow  the  latter  gentleman  to 
nnake  some  obserrationa  io  support  of  the  bill.  After 

Whicha. 

Mr-  LYON  renewed  hia  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
able,  but  finally,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  GARLAND,  of 
Louisiana,  consented  to  a  poatponemrat  of  tbe  bill  to 
-Viday  next. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 
VuK.  XIII.— 77 


Tuesday,  Jahoart  3. 

DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

The  unfinished  business  ofihe  morning  hour  waa  tbe 
following  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Gablaxd, 
of  Virginia: 

"  Re$ohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  eommu< 
nicate  to  this  House,  if  within  his  power,  a  statement  of 
the  dividends  and  surpluses  which  were  deekred  by, 
and  the  surphisea  and  contingent  funds  remaloing  in, 
the  several  banks  in  which  the  public  money  is  depnsi- 
ted,  for  the  yeara  1833.  1834, 1835.  and  1836.  aeverally.*' 

To  which  resolution  tbe  following  aowndraeat  had 
been  heretofore  offered  by  Ur.  Habuv: 

"  And  that  he  state,  also,  whether  the  salary  or  com- 
pensation of  an  agent  at  the  aeat  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment composes  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  said  bankat 
the  name  of  tbe  said  agent,  and  the  several  sums  paki 
to  him  by  the  said  institutions,  respectively." 

To  which  amendment  Mr.  ViHintaposL  heretufore 
offered  the  foUowine  amendment: 

"  And  whether  tne  Treasury  Department  lias  any 
agent  or  attorney,  to  correapoml  or  communicate  with 
said  deponte  banks  In  relation  to  the  public  depoaitesi 
if  BO,  whois  such  agent  or  correapoodent,  what  compen* 
aation  ia  altoved  to  bim,  and  by  whom  is  such  allowance 
made  or  paid." 

Hr.  PEYTON  sent  to  the  Chair  an  amendment,  which 
substituted  a  committee,  with  power  to  send  for  perBons 
and  papers,  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury. 

The  CHAIR  decided  tbat  It  waa  out  of  order  Io  ofi^r 
the  amendment  at  that  time. 

Mr.  PEYTON  gave  notice  that,  when  in  order,  ha 
would  move  ao  to  amend  the  reaolutlon  and  amend, 
ments  as  to  refer  the  whole  inquiry  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  He 
called  upon  his  friends,  and  those  who  were  friendlj'  to 
an  Investigation,  not  to  vote  for  the  original  resolution, 
or  either  of  thfi  amendments,  in  their  present  form.  To 
what  (said  Mr.  p.)  do  they  amount'  To  nothing  more 
than  the  resolution  oflfered  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Hr.  DaoMoooLi]  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
against  which  we  all  voted.  It  is  nmplya  call  on  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury — an  appeal  to  bim  (o  send  us 
a  whitewashing  defence  of  himself  and  his  friend  Beu- 
ben  Whitney,  if  lie  chose  to  do  ao.  Why  call  on  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasu^^  Do  you  call  upon  him  to 
do  his  duty  merely,  or  for  something  over,  abore,  be- 
yond his  ontcisl  power  and  duty?  Hia  duty  la  written, 
his  power  la  defined  in  (he  law.  Is  it  to  be  presumed 
that,  if  the  pbligationa  of  law  and  official  responsibility 
have  had  no  effect  upon  him,  a  resolution  of  this  House 
will  be  more  powerful  In  its  effects?  Let  us  advert 
to  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  What 
does  tbe  act  of  Congresa  require  at  his  bands? 

*'  Sbc.  3.  No  bank  shall  hereafler  be  aelected  and  em- 
ployed by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaaury  as  a  depository 
of  tbe  public  money,  until  such  bank  shall  have  fumt^- 
ed  to  the  aald  Secretary  a  statement  of  its  condition  and 
businea*,"  &c. 

"  Sbc.  4.  Bacb  bank  ihall  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  he  may  re- 
quire, not  exceeding  once  a  week,  ststements  setting 
forth  its  condition  and  busiuess,  &e.  And  the  said 
banka  ahatl  furniah  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury, 
and  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  a  weekly 
slstement  of  the  condition  of  his  account  upon  their 
books.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ahall  have 
the  right,  by  himself  or  an  agept  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  inspect  such  general  accounts  in  the  books  of 
the  bank  as  shall  relate  to  the  taid  statements,"  Sec. 

"  Sec.  .10.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secrets'- 
of  tbe  Treasury  to  lay  before  Congresa,  at  the  comir 
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mmt  iif  e&cti  annual  Mision,  %  ttMement  of  Ihe  nutnbrr 
anil  nnmes  uf  tlie  banks  employed  ta  drpositoriea  the 
public  money*  and  of  iheir  condition,  and  the  amount  of 
the  public  munry  deposited  in  each,  an  ahown  by  Iheir 
returns  at  the  Treasury;  and  if  the  selection  nf  any  bank 
as  a  depository  bf  the  public  money  be  made  by  the  Sec- 
retary uf  the  Treasury  while  Congreu  is  in  session,  he 
shall  immediately  report  the  name  and  condition  of  said 
bank  to  Congressi  and  if  any  luch  selection  shAll  be 
made  during  the  recias  of  Congress,  he  shall  report  the 
same  to  Coagreis  during  the  first  week  of  its  next  les- 
sion." 

There,  sir,  is  the  Secretary'*  power,  broad  and  am- 
ple. Here  is  his  duly,  plain  and  explicit.  Ilaslhe  Sro- 
relary  failed  in  either?  Has  he  omiited  to  exercise  that 
power  which  has  been  conferred  upon  him  for  the  care 
and  safely  of  the  public  money.'  Or  has  he  failed  to 
make  his  annual  report,  as  required  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress? Or,  as  h->a  b^en  intimated  hy  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Inland,  [Mr.  1>.  J.  Psaick,]  is  it  a  call  upon 
the  Secretary  for  stimeth-ng  which  be  does  not  officially 
know?  The  resolution  begins  thus:  ** Reaolvetl,  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  communicate  to  this 
House,  if  within  his  power,"  Sec.  Now,  sir,  tliia  either 
means  to  require  the  Secretary  to  give  Ihe  House  that 
information  which  the  law  made  it  his  duty  to  communi. 
cate  to  Congress  at  its  meeting,  or  it  appeals  to  him  for 
that  which  ia  unknown  to  him  officially,  and  i»  placed 
beyond  hia  power  by  the  lav  itself.  In  either  point  of 
view,  this  call  is  useless,  is  absurd.  If  be  has  done  his 
duty,  and  givrn  the  House  all  the  information  within  his 
power,  why  ask  him  again  to  do  bo'  If  he  has  fMiled  in 
thifl— if  he  has  stood  out  in  contempt  of  the  laws  of  hia 
country,  in  violation  of  his  official  obligations — why  ap- 
peal to  him  by  way  of  resolution?  If  there  ia  any  wtll- 
founded  auspicion  of  thli^  it  would  furnish  a  conclusive 
reason  why  a  committee  should  be  raited.  Uut,  air,  sup- 
pose the  object  is  to  call  upon  the  Secretary,  not  as  a 
public  officer,  lo  make  an  official  communication  to  this 
lloiise,  but  as  an  individual,  to  give  us  bis  private  views 
and  opinions  in  relation  to  the  subjects  mentioned.  I 
am  still  mure  oppose<I  to  that  course.  Strip  the  Secre- 
tary of  his  ministerial  robes,  of  bis  official  power,  and 
what  right  has  he  to  make  any  communication  to  this 
House?  No,  sirt  [wish  lo  bring  him  to  the  book— to 
hia  oath  before  a  committee.  Any  other  course  will  be 
trifling  with  ihe  dignity  of  this  boify. 
.  I  am  equally  oppoaed  to  the  amendment  offered  by 
my  Criend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Haelak]  in  ila  present 
form,  and  for  the  same  reason,  because  it  appeala  to  the 
Secretary  for  information.  It  reads  thus:  "  And  that  he 
[(he  Secretary]  state,  also,  whetlier  the  salary  or  com- 
penjisaion  of  an  agent  at  the  seat  of  the  General  Govern. 
ment  .composes  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  ssid  bankst 
the  name  of  (be  said  agent,  and  the  several  aiima  paid  to 
I'litn'  by  said  institutions,  respectively."  Now,  sir,  1  do 
npt  wish  to  hear  one  word  from  the  Secretary  about  that 
agent,  unless  it  is  upon  oath;  and  1  think  that  my  friend 
frum  Kentucky  will  af(ree  with  me  as  to  the  means  of 
effecting  the  object,  i  agree  with  him  fully  in  Ihe  end, 
and  [  hope  we  will  not  differ  as  to  the  beat,  ami  in  my 
judgment  the  only,  means  of  effecting  it.  If  the  Secre- 
tary is  cognisant  of  any  thing  improper,  it  was  his  duly, 
as  a  faithful  officer,  as  a  man  of  honor,  to  have  made  it 
known.  But,  sir,  1  kUppoie  he  too  cunsiders  Reuben 
Whitney  a  private  citizen,  the  agent  uf  the  banks  smi 
not  of  the  Treasury.  Sir,  <luring  the  present  session  of 
Cnngress  1  had  occasiun^lo  go  into  the  Treasury  Uepart- 
nienl,  anil,  on  shoving  open  the  front  door,  the  first 
thing  that  met  my  eye,  full  in  front,  was  It.  M.Whit- 
ney, bluzing  in  capitals  as  large  as  Ihe  sign  of  a  liv- 
ery stable.  Now,  sir,  if  he  is  a  private  citizeoi  what  ia 
be  doing  with  a  sign?  If  be  has  quit  business  steal- 


ing, why  not  take  down  his  sign?  What  is  be  dung  ia 
the  Treasury  Urpartment?  liov  came  he  there?  You 
might  as  well  turn  a  hoise  into  a  new  ground  field,  sad 
tell  him  not  to  bite  the  pampkim^  as  tu  turn  ReabcR 
Whitney  into  the  Treasury,  am)  tetl  him  not  to  steal  ihs 
money.  Suspicion  is  aroused,  it  is  abroad  through  the 
country  erery  where  in  relation  to  tbia  man's  nysteiious 
connexion  with  the  Treasury;  and  the  very  efforts  to 
shield  him  have  greatly  increased  those  auapicioos.  It 
is  true  that  the  genltenian  from  Rhode  Island  [Ur.  D.  J. 
Pkascs]  has  predicted  that  Reuben  ia  lo  tw  a  great 
man,  made  so  by  his  enemies;  I  am  willing  to  make  hia 
greater.  1  am  anxious  to  give  bim  an  opportunity  to 
blazon  bisTirtue%  and  make  bim  "great  only  as  he  ii 
good."  But  what  constitutes  a  great  man  at  this  day. 
according  to  that  gentleman's  conceptions  of  greatnns' 
The  firat  item  in  the  account  of  this  man's  greatneaa 
that  he  was  charged  and  convicted,  by  his  own  confe,- 
sions  upoQ  oath,  befure  a  committee  of  this  House,  s[ 
having  been  a  traitor  to  his  country  during  the  bit  war. 
The  second  item  in  the  account  is,  that  be  was  convicted 
of  perjury  by  the  same  committed  a  majority  of  whoa 
were  his  political  friends.  And,  bstly,  that  be  is  w- 
pected,  upon  evidence  strong  enough  to  send  a  poor 
man  lo  the  penitentiary,  of  plui>dertng  the  Treasury;  cf 
being  a  sort  of  general,  federal  rogue,  employed  by  a 
company  to  steal  by  the  year  for  them.  This  closes  the 
sccount.  And  Reuben  truly  has  a  claim  to  grentnen  s 
great  traitor,  a  great  liar,  and  a  great  rogue. 

I  wish  this  investigation  to  be  made  by  m  coaunittce 
of  this  House,  composed  of  men,  as  I  hope  it  will  be, 
too  generous  lo  persecute  even  Reuben  Whitney,  sad 
too  just  to  favor  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  And 
then  Reuben  may  point  to  his  patriotic  deeda  during  tbe 
wari  to  the  evidence  of  hil  truth  in  his  euflsinauoa  ia 
1833,  and  to  the  honesty  and  fairness  of  hia  coodua  in 
relation  to  the  public  money. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  Globe  of  this  momtng  I  read  an 
article  which  squints  at  throwing  Reuben  overboard  It 
is  time  the  Secretary  had  cut  loose*  that  he  had  unbsh- 
ed  himself  from  him.  *'  If  you  will  tell  me  who  yoa 
live  with,  I  will  tell  you  who  you  are,"  is  an  adage  n( 
more  trite  than  true.  This  Secretary  and  this  saiae 
'*  great"  man  have  been  boused  together  since  hta  ap- 
pointment to  Ihe  station  he  fills.  I  will  call  the  nttentioa 
of  the  House  to  a  few  facts,  which  will  show  whether 
Reuben  U.  Whitney  has  any  claim  to  the  shield  wtucfc 
has  been  thrown  around  him,  under  the  name  of  prir*:e 
citizen;  and  whether  Ihe  Secretary  is  not  the  last  nun 
in  the  nation  who  should  be  appealed  to  aa  his  judfte- 
Whitney  has  assumed  the  responsibility  of  speakii^  is 
the  name  of  that  Secretary  to  the  officers  of  Go«cn>- 
ment,  who  arc  bound  to  obey  him,  and  those  fuoctieca- 
ries  reeogniied  and  obeyed  liis  instructions.  T\m  noli 
not  hare  escaped  the  knowledge  of  the  Secretary- 
Whitney  was  his  friend,  hia  daily  aasodate,  hta  besea 
crony.  Not  only  so,  but  Whitney**  inktruetions*  gives 
by  authority  of  the  Secretary,  were  in  one  inalaoce  made 
public  in  the  newspapers,  and  republished  in  the  jour- 
nals of  this  city.  He  gave  instructions  lo  Ihe  r«Ceivcn 
in  the  land  offices  what  kind  of  money  they  should  re- 
ceive in  payment  for  public  lands.  And,  in  conchiuos, 
he  holds  the  power  of  the  Secretary  uf  the  I'reasury 't 
terror  over  the  heads  of  the  receivers,  threatening  ihes 
in  his  name,  and  by  his  authority,  in  case  uf  compUiiJ. 
Were  these  the  acts  of  a  private  citizen'  Does  the  Sec- 
retary slund  in  a  relation  ao  impartial  that  his  word,  h* 
biire  {p»e  dixit,  will  be  satisfactory?  Sir,  is  it  not  giving 
Keubeo  Whitney  power  over  the  currency'  The  po»- 
er  to  destroy  that  equality  of  oompetitioD  for  the  pnbb 
domain,  which  is  the  birthright  of  every  Anericao  citi- 
sen?  How  dare  he  say  to  a  receiver  of  public  money 
that  the  paper  of  this  Kdvent  qKcic-payi^  bank  sbaU 
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be  nohided,  when  offered  by  me  eHiien,  koA  Ibe  pftper 
oranolher  shall  shill  be  received^  And,  to  insure  obedi- 
ence to  till  nuindiite,  he  threatent  the  receiver  with  the 
power  of  the  Secreliry  of  the  Treasttry.  Here  ia  his 
errcular,  which  waa  ftrct  published  in  a  new  Van  Buren 
paper  in  Missouri.  The  editor  had  not  been  Ion;  tn  the 
rank*,  or  he  never  would  litve  made  the  discloaure. 

I^om  the  Miatouri  S^ttblUan,  May  1^  1836. 

TuPvBLic  Hoirsia. — The  Globe,  in  the  month  oF 
September  liat,  published  the  details  of  an  arrsngetnent 
made  by  the  different  depoaite  banks,  by  which  (he 
lonK-promiaed  "  better  currency,"  as  that  paper  ll)en 
styled  it,  was  to  be  secured  to  ihc  country.  The  de- 
tails,  as  we  bare  said,  were  given,  but  it  did  not  sppear 
that  the  arrangenoent  was  ilie  fruit  of  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney^ hboni  nor  has  this  fact,  ao  far  aa  we  know,  been 
alluded  to  at  any  time.  Sacb,  however,  waa  the  ease. 
A  new  Van  Buren  paper  lias  been  recently  started  at 
Palmyra,  in  this  State,  called  the  **  Marion  Journal,"  the 
first  number  of  which  contains  a  eammun!cation  from 
Mr.  Olalcely,  receiver  of  public  moneys  fur  that  district, 
in  which  a  *'  eirrular,"  imbodying  the  whole  arrange, 
ment,  with  instructions  IVom  '*  B.  H.  Whitney,**  ta  in- 
serted. The  receiver  oommencet  with  these  remarks- 
able^ words:  **  I  am  instructed  to  receive  in  payment  for 
public  lands  the  notes  on  the  following  bankst"  and  then 
Copies  the  circular,  dated  "  Washington,  August  31, 
1835." 

The  opening  paragraph — which,  as  well  as  those  parts 
inserted  below,  was  suppressed  by  the  Globe — reads- 
thus:  *'  1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that,  unce'  my 
circular  to  you  of  the  35th  June  last,  1  have  received 
communications  from  the  greater  part  of  the  deposite 
banks,  upon  the  subject  of  redeeming  such  of  their 
notes  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  aa  may  be  received 
on  deposite  from  receivers  of  proceeds  of  public  lands, 
as  well  aa  receiving  from  nich  receivers  the  notes  of 
such  of  the  deposite  and  other  banks  as  redeem  the 
same  either  in  Vttw  York  or  Philadelphiat  and  1  am 
now  enabled  lo  communicate  to  you  the  arrangements 
made  with  the  following  banks." 

Then  follow  the  <*  arrangements"  announced,  and 
which  we  have  already  publwbed.  Mr.  Whitney  closes 
his  circular  by  saying: 

These  arrangements  have  been  entered  into  with 
the  understanding  and  full  reliance  that  each  bank  will 
act  towarda  the  other  in  fairness,  and  with  roost  sacred 
fidelity;  that  no  one  will  call  upon  any  other  to  redeem 
their  notei  which  have  not  been  received  from  the  pub- 
lic receivers,  or  in  payment  of  public  dues,  in  cases 
where  the  banks  have  extended  the  limitation  that  far. 

**  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  this  to  each  of  the  pub- 
lic receivers,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  will  act  with 
such  fairness  that  no  Injustice  will  be  done  (o  any  one  of 
the  depoaite  banks.  Should  it  ever  be  otherwise,  and 
any  one  of  the  banks  have  cause  to  feel  aggrieved,  I  am 
authorised  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lo  say  that 
he  vrill  tnke  the  most  prompt  measures  to  remove  any 
just  cause  of  complaint. 

•  •[t  is  expected,  by  all  the  banks  which  have  cume 
into  the  arrangement,  that  when  one  forwards  for  re- 
demption, at  the  places  named,  the  notes  of  any  other 
bank,  it  wit),  at  the  aame  lime,  inform  such  bank  of  the 
amount  which  it  has  thus  sent  forward. 

I  would  suggest  that,  in  case  any  one  of  the  deposite 
banks  which  have  not  entered  into  this  arrangement 
shall  hereafter  do  so,  they  communicate  the  terms,  &c. 
lo  me,  that  the  same  may  be  communicated  lo  tlieothers, 
as  well  as  to  the  public  receivers. 

■«  As  it  will  greatly  increase  the  security  against  coun- 
terftiiti;  I  would  suggest  that  each  deposite  bank  which 
has  or  may  enter  into  this  arrangement  forward  to  each 


of  the  other  deposite  banks,  and  to  each  of  the  publfo 
receivers,  the  signatures  of  their  respective  presidents 
and  cashiers.  For  this  purpose,  I  forward  with  this  a 
list  of  the  public  receivers,  with  the  places  of  their  resi- 
dence. 

*'  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"R.  M.  WHITNEY." 

In  the  course  of  the  investigations,  newspaper  and 

ollierwise,  which  have  taken  place  within  the  last  few 
months,  it  has  been  boldly  denied  that  R.  M.  Whitney 
had  any  connexion  with  the  Treasury  Department.  In 
his  letter  to  the  publishers  of  the  Globe,  of  (he  5th  of 
March  last,  he  represents  himself  as  the  sgent  **of  a 
number  of  the  most  respectable  depoaite  banks,"  em- 
ployed to  reaide  at  Washington,  to  act  as  their  corre- 
sponding sgen>,snd  lolook  sftei  their  interestsgenerally. 
The  Globe  denied  that  be  had  any  official  connexion 
with  the  Treasuryt  and  an  inquity  was  objected  to  in 
Congress,  because  he  was  a  private  citizen.  The  circular 
before  us,  however,  unveils  his  true  character.  He  has, 
beyond  a  doubt,  the  control  of  all  the  funds  received  into 
the  Treasury  from  the  sale  of  public  landsi  he  avowedly 
acts  under  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  threatens  all  errii^  banks  with  "prompt  measures 
to  remove  any  just  cause  of  complaint  t"  he  is  recognised 
as  a  Treasury  officer  by  the  receiver  who  published  the 
ctrculart  fur  Mr.  B.  expressly  says,  "  I  am  instructed,' 
&c.,  and  goes  on  to  quote  the  letter  of  instructions. 
Either  this  must  bf  the  case — either  he  it  an  accredited 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Department,  or  he  must  be  a 
private  citizen,  the  agent  **of  a  number  of  respectable 
banks,"  if  you  choose,  but  still  having  the  exclubive 
regulation  of  the  currency,  and  the  control  of  eleven 
millions  or  more  of  money  received  for  public  Isnds  an- 
nually. When  before  has  the  spectacle  been  presented 
to  us  of  A  private  ciiizen  giving  peremptory  instructions 
to  Government  officers,  and  wielding  many  millions  of 
public  money  for  the  benefit  of  banks  paying  him  a  high, 
price  for  his  services? 

Mr.  Blakely,  the  receiver,  commences,  *' I  am  instruct- 
ed." By  whom?  By  this  private  gentleman,  Reuben 
M.  Whitney*  To  do  what.'  To  receive  in  payment  for 
public  lands  the  notes  on  the  following  banks,  8ic.  He 
(Whitney)  speaks  of  other  circulars  which  he  had  sent 
on  before  this.  And  what  does  he  direct  shall  be  done? 
That  the  notes  of  such  banks  aa  redeem  the  same  in  New 
York  and  Pliiladel|>hia  shall  be  receivable  in  payment 
for  the  public  lands.  And,  in  conclumon,  which  pots  it 
beyond  dddbt  that  the  Secretary  wu  privy  to  this  as- 
sumption of  power,  he  says:  "  Should'it  ever  be  other- 
wise, and  any  one  of  the  banks  have  cause  to  feel  sg- 
(^ieved,  1  am  authorized  by  the  Secretary  uf  the  Treas  , 
ury  to  say  that  he  will  tuke  the  moat  prompt  measures 
to  remove  any  just  cause  of  complaint."  And  yet 
Reuben  is  a  private  citisen,  and  the  Sectelary  is  caHcd 
on  to  say  so,  upon  honor.  '' 

Sir,  this  association  of  the  Secretary  with  Whitney  is 
not  creditable, to  him.  Who  ia  Whitney.'  What  did  the 
Secretary  know  him  to  be?  Why  did  he  ever  counte- 
nance  such  a  man  in  so  responsible  a  station?  1  heard  a 
gentleman  of  the  first  respectability,  of  the  highest  honor 
and  most  commanding  talents,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
who  was  a  personal  friend  to  Mr.  Taney,  though  a  po- 
litical opponent,  say  to  a  friend  of  mine  in  this  city, 
during  the  last  aession  of  Congress,  that  when  it  was 
first  rumored  that  Reuben  M.  Whitney  was  lo  be  the 
agent  employed  by  the  Treasury  Department  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  station  which  he  now  fills,  as  it 
appears,  under  the  employment  of  the  deposite  banks^ 
he  wrote  to  Mr.  Taney,  giving  Whitney 'a  chaHlctcr, 
from  the  time  of  his  treason  down  to  the  day  of  his  per- 
jur}',  and  expressing  a  hope  that  Mr.  Taney  would  not 
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gire  countenance  to  Mich  a  man,  blackeafd  aa  be  wai 
wilb  inrany,  and  rank  with  trraion.  Hr.  Taney  re- 
plied that  he  need  grive  bimaeir  no  uoeasineaai  that  he 
knew  Whitne>'a  character  too  well  to  gire  hint  any  auch 
cnplf^ment .  But,  air,  no'aoonerii  Mr.  Taney  |;one, 
than  Beubea  breaks  into  the  Treasury,  where  he  bas 
been  ever  aince,  and  wields  its  power  to  the  destruction 
oflbe  currency  and  pmperity  oF  the  country,  and  the 
equal  rights  of  the  citizen.  Yes,  nr,  this  is  the  man 
for  whose  examination,  before  a  committee  oFthii  House, 
we  have  been  clamoring  so  long  in  vain.  And  t  blush  to 
wn  ihat  a  ma^drity  of  the  House  of  Repreapntativea  are 
amud— yett  air,  thqr  are  ashamed  of  it|  but  they  dare 
not  grant  the  inveatwation.  I  cannot  account  for  tbia. 
It  cannot  be  fw  any loTe  they  t>ear  Wbitnqr.  It  must 
be  that  he  has  their  leaders  in  bis  poveri  thiat  they  fear 
he  will  lurn  state's  evidetwe  if  they  expose  ana  cast 
bim  ofTt  and  they  are  obliged  to  bog  him  to  their  bosomi^ 
corrupt  mam  aa  he  ia. 

Sir,  Ibh  private  citiien  has,  as  it  haa  been  alatcd,  (snd 
I  have  it  in  such  a  wqr  that  1  cannot  doubt  the  fact,) 
when  the  public  money  was  deposited  in  the  bank  of  a 
city — (i  will  not  eren  name  the  city,  lest  it  might  lead 
to  the  punishment  of  the  institution!  I  will  not  knowing- 
ly  be  the  cauae  of  inflicting  injury  on  any  man  or  on  anjr 
inatitutioni  for  I  am  sure  that  the  officers  of  those  insti- 
tutions subject  to  Whitney's  power  are  restrained  from 
vftluoteering  statements  against  bim,  but  will  cheerfully 
-  twme  forward  under  a  subpotna,  and  disclose  aU  tber  may 
know)«-but,  air,  sooo  after  Uie  depoalte  waa  made  m  the 
bank  to  which  I  allude,  a  letter  came  on  from  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, suggesting  the  importance  of  having  an  agent  at  this 
eityi  that  be  was  the  agent  for  many  of  the  depoute 
banks,  and  would  undertake  a  like  agency  for  that  bank 
at  an  enormous  salary,  which  he  named.  The  bank  de- 
clined ba^g  any  connexion  with  htm  whatereri  and, 
air,  very  soon  the  deposites  began  to  dwindle  in  thst  in- 
stitution, and  accumulate  in  another,  which  waa  in  the 
same  city,  of  which  Whitney  waa  agent.  Now,  dr, 
what  is  this?  Is  it  not  putting  up  the  public  money  by 
Reuben  H.  Whitney  at  auction,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
for  bis  own  benefit,  amongst  the  banks^  Will  not  lhat 
bank  fiiTC  most  for  its  use  which  is  hardest  pressed  for 
neansf  And  will  not  the  safety  of  the  public  inoney  be 
thereby  jeoparded?  NoV|  this  way  or  starring  a  bank 
out  of  its  depontes  Is  a  cunoii^  device  to  evade  the  law, 
which  requires  thst  no  removal  of  money  shall  be  made 
but  for  cerUin  causes  therein  specified;  and  that  the  Sec* 
retary  shall  report  to  Congress  tbe  cause  of  removal. 
But,  sir,  when  money  la  thus  removed  under  Reuben's 
q'Slem,  we  get  no  report—the  Secretary  knows  nothing 
of  it  officially. 

Sir,  1  have  searched  in  vain  for  the  contract  between 
the  Treasury  Department  and  the  deposite  bank  of  this 
city,  during  this  morning.  I  regret  my  inability  to  find 
it)  for  if  my  memory  does  not  very  much  mislead  me,  1 
once  saw  that  contract,  or  a  copy,  or  an  extract  from  it, 
wherein  it  appeared  that  Ibe  Secrelsry  of  the  Treasury 
reserved  the  right  to  appoint  an  sgenl,  such  an  agent  as 
Whitney  iaiaid  to  be.  But  yet  he  appoints  no  agentf 
for.  If  lie  appointed  the  agent,  all  he  did  would  ncces* 
aarily  appear  in  the  Department,  an^  tbe  Secretary 
would  be  compelled  to  make  annual  reports  of  bisdoings 
to  Coiyressi  but,  by  shifting  the  enlployment  of  the 
a^ent  upon  the  deposite  banks,  this  is  all  evaded}  and 
slill  a  hint  from  the  Secretary,  through  a  friend,  would 
beaufficitent  to  comrol  the  appointmeut.  Now,  is  this 
rightf  Is  It  not  putting  the  banba  in  the  power  of  the 
■gent?  It  is  granting  him  a  letter  of  marque  and  repri- 
sal upon  the  banks,  which  be  may  plunder  at  pleasure. 

Sir,  it  bad  net  l)een  my  purpose  to  say  sny  thing  on 
this  proposition.  In  cnnclunon,  I  hope  that  those  gen- 
tlemen with  whim  I  have  hcretofiire  aotcd  vill  not  vote 


for  either  tbe  resolution  or  tlte  amendsnenl^  valeathc 
gentlemsn  from  Vii^nia  [Mr.  GABun]  «illaeor])tthe 
amendment  for  the  apptuniment  of  a  aeleet  cooisitlee. 
Id  ihia  form,  I  will  vote  for  tbe  resdotion  wtth  al  sir 
heart)  and  I  appeal  to  the  gentlciMUt  to  aecept  the 
amendment.  Unlcfs  this  ts  done,  tbe  effect  oflhe  ret«- 
lution  really  will  be  tn  smother  and  eonsea),  thougli  I 
am  sure,  from  the  frank,  bold,  and  manly  bearing  oftkil 
gentleman,  sndi  is  not  bis  dcrign. 

Hr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  said  that  tbe  |nit)ens 
from  Tennessee  had  done  him  no  more  than  jnslioc  'a 
expressing  his  belief  that  be  bad  nodeare  tocMctd 
fraud  or  corruption  in  the  Treasury  DepsrtneatorHg' 
other.  Whilst  be  (Ur.  G.)  stood  here  as  tbe  Tepretrni- 
atire  of  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  be  would  aewr, 
by  any  vote  or  act  of  his^  attempt  te  eoneesl  fn>si  ihe 
public  view  any  fraud  or  corruption,  come  in  vfattuci- 
er  shape  or  form  it  might.  But  when  he  lud  offered  ihii 
resolution,  tbe  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  nal  in  ha 
scat.  At  that  time,  be  (Mr.  ti.)  avowed  tbstlbce^ 
object  he  had  in  view  waa  lo  elicit  a  nmpk  fart  is  tea- 
tion  to  a  pending  inquiry,  having  refereace  lo  the  rert- 
nue  of  the  country.  At  that  time,  he  bad  not  the  wd 
remote  idea  ihat  any  inquiry  in  regard  to  B.  M-  WhitM; 
and  the  Treasury  Department  would  have  been 

Knded  to  tbia  resolution,  no  more  than  that  be  fkoulo 
re  been  transported  to  the  moon.  His  friead  frw 
Vi^nia,  (Mr.  Wisi,)  who  was  not  new  in  kia  ml,  m 
submitted  a  reaolutioo,  which  hsd  been  made  the  ordcra 
tbe  day  for  this  day,  invoMog  iMs  IdcntMsI  inquity '»t& 
erence  to  this  supposed  agent,  and  tbosit  would  be  BNt 
in  two  forma.  But  did  not  the  gentleman  frois  f^*'*' 
see  recollect  that  when  tbe  resolution  wu  pmenledri 
the  last  session  of  Congreas  by  tbe  ge&lleOMn  fraa  v** 
ginis,  [Hr.  Wtaa.]  he  (Hr.  G.)  had  votedinfsrorofiii 
adoplionf  Three  timci  he  bad  voted  for  rinhr  iif"- 
ries,  and  he  would  continue  to  vole  for  them  enlil  aoo» 
day.  What  were  the  terms  of  the  present  resoMM 
Certainly  they  were  not  liable  to  tbe  eriiicisai  of  tbe 
tleman  from  Tennessee.  They  were,  vmplTi 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  should  mform  the  Haur>i> 
in  bis  power  to  do  so,  wtwt  were  the  dividends,  ke- J* 
these  banks.  It  wks  simply  an  inquiry,  f«riieosMs« 
be  supposed  that  the  Secretary  of  the  l>easury 
power  to  exact  the  information.  Wss  not  Ibis  I*''"''' 
respeetftil  form  in  which  the  inqoiiy  could  be 
sed.>  Had  a  committee  of  this  House  any  DraRponrw 
exact  tbe  information  than  the  Secretary  of  the  Tm"' 
ry?  Where  waa  such  power  derived  ?  From  lhce» 
stitution,  or  from  the  bodies  by  whom  these  b^"^ 
been  incorporated?  He  would  like  to  know 
power  was  to  compel  tbe  banks  to  give  tbe  )"'("*"|^ 
But  he  could  not  suppnae  that  any  of  the  dcpoMte  bvo 
would  have  any  interest  in  refusing  tbe  iafcraaUoa, »" 
he  had  no  doobt  they  would  furnish-  it  to  the  8e«rt»J 
of  tbe  TressUry.  The  information,  however,  a»»  ^ 
as  ought  lo  be  procured.  - 

In  reference  to  the  amendment,  be  would  M* 
undertake  to  invest^ale  the  character  of  Mr-  ^''^T^ 
1'bat  individual  might  be  all  that  Ibe  pi>il«>"'' "Tf 
Tennessee  seemed  to  suppose,  or  he  n^t  mIt 
these  propositions  for  ammidmenU  bad  reference  ptu^ 
to  the  investigation  of  B.  M.  Whitney's  '''•"7^ 
whether  be  was  a  traitor  or  a  perjured  Won-^«  I  ' 
G. )  should  not  vote  to  employ  tbe  time  of  tbe  ""r^j, 
of  a  committee  in  such  sn  investigation,  it  •""".i- 
with  which  the  House  bad  nothing  to  di>.  Bulr«'^ 
suapicioas^  coming  from  high  aourcet-^froo  ^  i|, 
sentativea  of  tbe  peoplc'^barxlng  ibai  there 
legitimate,  illegal,  and  corrupt  connexioo  _ 
Whitney  and  Ibeae  deposite  banks  and  O"^'^; 
Department,  came  In  a  form  which  he 
meet,  and  lo  whidi  he  *u  prepsred  to  gwe*?^ 
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iDvcftigation.  And,  if  the  inreitintion  wu  sllowedt 
what  wrong  would  thereby  be  donel  There  wu  no  rear 
of  the  innocent  being  made  guilty  by  invetti|falioD.  Vir- 
tue, honeity,  and  integrity,  sought  and  dewred  no  con* 
eealiaent.  Truth,  when  unadorned,  was  moit  adorned. 
He  believed  that  no  inch  improper  connexion  existed; 
it  wai^  however,  a  matter  of  opinion.  Still,  when  an  in< 
veatigatioo  wai  awed  on  this  floor,  when  it  wu  ui|;ed 
from  all  quariera  or  the  countr}-,  it  wu  due  to  the  Gov* 
ernment,  to  the  people,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  himself,  that  the  inquiry  should  not  be  with- 
held, ir  any  one  was  guilty,  and  if  any  improper  con- 
nexion existed,  it  would  then  be  exposed  to  public  view| 
fraud  or  corruption,  if  any,  should  be  expoied,  and  the 
officer  guilty  of  it  removed  from  public  trust.  But  if  the 

SeraOM  chaiged  iboutd  be  fimnd  innocent,  the  responri- 
ility  would  nat  on  the  accusers.  They  Itad  made  the 
cha^si  and  if  those  charges  were  shown  to  be  without 
foundation,  the  innocent  man  would  be  reiutated  id  pub* 
lie  confidence,  because  he  had  passed  (be  fiery  ordeal, 
niid  bad  come  out  pure  and  uncornipted. 

He  would  appeal,  then,  to  the  political  friends  of  the 
8ecret«ry  of  toe  Treasury  on  this  floor,  to  meet  this  in- 
quiry in  the  broadest  form  in  which  it  oould  be  prcaent- 
M.  The  Secretary,  conseioua  of  his  innocence,  would 
not  shrink  from  investigation.  Let  the  House  reflect  on 
the  consequences  of  such  charges  remaining  unanswered. 
To  them  was  intrusted  the  preservation  of  oar  free  in- 
•lituttons,  and  the  protec^on  of  the  liberties  of  the 
AnwrioKn  peof^i  and  upon  the  purity  with  which  the 
Inwi  w«re  adnimstered  depended  their  perpetuity.  The 
Oovemment,  and  those  who  governed,  should,  like 
Cxaar's  wife,  be  not  only  innocent,  but  unsuspected) 
nnd  when  even  a  suapidon  of  iropropriety  was  thrown 
upon  them,  if  substantiated,  let  them  be  driven  back  as 
the  gloom  of  night  is  driven  before  the  rsys  of  the  ri»ng 
■un.  Let  this  House,  then,  inquire  who  this  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  is.  He  (Mr.  6.)  believed  every  thing  was 
nght)  if  not,  let  the  wrong  be  exposed.  Let  the  invea. 
tigation  take  place,  and  facts  might  then  be  brought  to 
light,  not  of  a  one-nded  or  partisan  chsracter,  but,  as  in 
n  court  of  justice,  both  sides  would  be  heard,  and  so  the 
truth  might  be  known. 

Hr.  O.  then  intimated  his  desire  to  modify  his  reaolu* 
tiont  when 

Mr.  HAHLAN  withdrew  his  amendneoti  consequent* 
ly  the  anendment  of  Mr.  Vavbibmix&  fielli  ao  ttut  the 
resohillon  wu  before  the  House  in  ib  original  form. 

Hr.  GARLAKD,  of  Virginia,  then  aubmitted  the  fol- 
lowing, as  a  modification  of  his  resolution: 

Jiuohed,  That  it  committee  of  nine  members  be  ap* 
pointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  whether  the 
several  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  have  all,  or  any  of  then,  by  joint  or  several  con- 
tract, employed  an  agent  to  reside  at  the  acat  uf  Govern* 
ment,  lo  tramaet  their  business  with  the  Treasury  De- 
partment; what  is  the  elMraotcr  of  the  buwneas  which  he 
is  so  employed  to  transact,  and  what  compensation  he 
receivesf  whether  said  agent,  if  tliere  be  one,  lias  been 
employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procurement 
of  the  Treuury  Urpartmentt  whether  the  business  of 
the  Treasuty  Department  with  said  banks  u  conducted 
tiirou^  said  agent;  and  whether,  in  the  transaction  of 
any  buainesa  confided  to  taid  agent,  he  receivea  any  com- 
pensalioD  from  the  Treasury  Departmenli  and  that  said 
oommitfee  have  power  to  send  fof  pcraons  and  papers, 
if  they  deem  it  necesaary. 

Rttohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  commu- 
nicate to  this  Houae,  if  within  his  power,  a  statement  of 
tlie  dlvidenda  and  aurplusu  which  were  dieclared  by,  and 
the  aurplusei  and  contingent  funds  remaining  in,  the 
•everal  banks  in  which  the  publio  money  is  depoMted,  for 
the  ^ean  1833,  1834,  1835,  and  1836,  MTcrally. 


Mr.  McKAT  then  submitted  the  FoUowli^  amendllient» 
to  come  in  as  a  second  resolution: 

Reaoleedt  further.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
report  the  avenge  amount  of  public  moneys  each  of  said 
banks  hu  had  on  deposite  on  the  first  day  of  each  quar- 
ter, in  the  aforesaid  years,  reapMtively,  together  with 
any  other  information  which  will  show  what  proportion 
of  aaid  dividends  and  lurpluses  hu  been  derived  by  the 
said  banks  for  the  use  of  the  public  money;  also,  as  far 
u  it  can  be  aacertained,  what  have  been  the  dividends 
and  surpluses  of  an  egust  number  of  the  banks  than 
those  that  have  the  public  moneys,  for  the  lul  two  yean. 

Hr.  GARLAND,  of  Viiginia,  accepted  thia  ainend- 
ment,  u  a  modification  of  his  resolutions. 

Mr.  G  \!U.AND,  of  Louisiana,  then  moved  to  strike 
outer  Ibeaeeond  reaolution  Uie  word  **aversge,"and 
inserj  the  word  «  actual,'*  to  as  to  make  it  read  "  actual 
amount  of  public  moneys,"  &c.{  which  motion,  after 
some  explanation  by  Hr.  G.  and  Hr.  HcKAY,  wu 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  first  rea- 
olution, after  the  words  "and  that  aaid  committee  have 
power  to  tend  fur  persons  and  papers,"  the  words  "  if 
they  deem  it  ncoestary  to  do  ao." 

Hr.  GARLAND,  of  Vlr^^s,  accepted  thia  u  a  mod- 
ification. 

Ur.  ADAMS  then  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tioni  ao  u  to  tske  the  queation  separately  on  each  reso- 
lution. 

The  first  and  aeeond  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

Hr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentocky,  called  for  the  yeai 
and  naya  on  the  third  resaloUani  whieh  weve  ordered, 
and  Uie  resolution  adopted  unanimoadjr. 

EXECUTIVE  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  orders  of  the  day  bein^  called  for,  the  CHAIR 
announced  the  resolution  originally  submitted  by  Hr. 
Wise,  and  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  proposing  an  inquiry  into 
the  executive  departments,  and  the  amendment  of  Hr. 
PxABcB,  of  Rhode  Island,  u  given  below. 

Mr.  HANXEGAN  remarked,  that  u  the  hour  wu 
late,  and  aa  the  Western  States  had  heretofore  been  ex- 
cluded from  the  opportunity  of  offering  resolutions,  he 
moved  to  postpone  the  subject  till  to-morrow  for  that 
purpose. 

Hr.  PICKBNS,  who  wu  entitled  to  the  floor,  said 
be  hid  no  particular  objection  to  postpone  the  au^rct. 
for  one  day,  for  the  reason  urged,  by  the  gentleman  ftom 
Indiana,  provided  it  was  understood  that  it  be  made  the 
special  order  for  to-morrow.  He  ndded  that  he  had  no 
wish,  on  his  own  part,  that  it  should  be  postponed  a  mo- 
ment longer,  nor  would  he  be  inatrumental  in  having  it 
so,  for  he  wu  quite  prepared  to  go  oo. 

Mr.  JARVIS  hoped  it  would  not  be  postponed-  ,Un- 
leu  the  resolutions  were  merely  intended  as  a  peg  to 
hang  speeches  upon,  there  was  no  use  in  postponing 
them;  for  if  it  was  intended  lo  raise  the  proposed  com- 
mittee, there  was  no  time  to  spare. 

The  motion  lo  postpone  wu  loat,  and  the  resolutioni 
were  then  read. 

The  firtf,  u  reported  from  tlie  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  llte  Union,  was  aa  fullows: 

"Aeio/verf,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as 
relates  to  the  *  condition  of  the  various  executive  de- 
partments, the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they 
have  been  conducted,  the  vigiUnt  and  faithful  discbarge 
of  the  public  business  in  all  of  ihem,  and  the  causes  of 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which 
they  h»ve  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation,'  be  re- 
ferred lo  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine  members, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pspers,  and  with  in- 
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fttructiona  to  ioquire  Into  the  condition  of  the  nrioui  ex- 
ecutive depirtmentt,  the  abilily  and  integrity  with 
which  they  bive  been  conduetedi  into  the  onnner  in 
which  the  public  buainew  hu  been  discharged  in  all  of 
them,  and  into  all  cauaea  of  eompfaiat,  from  anyquarter, 
at  the  manner  in  which  vud  departmenta,  or  tnfcir  bu- 
reaiia  or  oficca,  or  any  of  Ibeirofficeraor  agents,  of  every 
deacription  whatever,  dircetly  or  indirectly  connected 
with  them  in  any  manner,  ofSdally  or  unofficially,  t  n  dut  iea 
pertaining  to  tiie  public  intf  reit,  have  fulfilled  or  failed 
to  accomplish  the  object!  of  their  creation,  or  have  vi* 
ulated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  impaired  the 
public  aervice  and  intereatj  and  that  said  committee,  in 
ita  inquiries  may  refrr  (o  luch  perioda  of  time  as  to 
them  may  aeem  expedient  and  proper.** 

The  queation  pending  W4a  the  following  amendment, 
moved  by  Mr.  Paiacx,  of  Rhode  island.  Strike  out 
all  after  the  word  •*  resolved,"  and  insert  the  following: 

*•  That  BO  much  of  the  President's  message  a«  is  in  the 
following  words,  to  wit:  *  Before  concluding  this  paper, 
I  think  it  is  due  to  the  varioua  executive  departmenli  to 
bear  tealimony  to  Uwir  prosperous  condilioDt  and  to  the 
abiUty  aod  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  eondoct- 
ed.  It  haa  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a  vigi« 
lant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  busioeaat  and  it 
is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just  cause 
of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation,'  be  re- 
ferred to  a  aelect  committee  of  nine  members,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  any  specific  causes  ef  cotn-  . 
plaint  which  nay  be  alleged  against  the  integrilv  of  the 
administration  of  any  of  the  departmenU  or  their  bu- 
reaus, of  the  vigilance  and  fidelity  with  which  their  diH 
tiea  have  been  ditohaifedi  and  that  said  committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persona  and  papers." 

Mr,  PICKENS  observed  that  it  had  not  been  original- 
ly his  intention,  when  this  resolution  was  first  brought  be- 
fore the  House  by  his  friend  from  Virginia*  [Mr.  Wisa,} 
to  have  (alcen  any  part  in  the  defaatei  but  from  what  he 
had  beard  in  the  course  of  this  important  diacussion,  the 
strange  and  he  must  say  monatrous  doctrines  which  he 
had  beard  advanced  by  the  supporters  of  the  administra- 
tion, he  had  been  led  to  change  his  original  iiitrnlion, . 
and  would  now,  therefore,  offer  a  (ew  observations  on 
this  subject. 

In  opposition  to  the  resolution  which  ealla  fur  a  select 
commltteei  with  power  to  mnke  a  thorough  inveatigation 
into  the  conduct  of  the  departments,  we  have  been  tdd 
that  there  are  already  standing  committees  in  exiitence, 
constituted  by  this  House,  with  full  powers  to  make  all 
the  investigations  which  are  proposed  by  this  resolution. 
Let  any  gentleman  (said  Mr.  P.)  read  the  rules  and  the 
duties  assigned  to  those  committees,  and  1  put  it  to  this 
House  if  such  an  asKveration  is  any  thing  else  but  a  shal- 
low and  flimay  pretext,  brought  forward  with  the  design 
of  disguising  and  covering  an  unworthy  vote  against  the 
appmnlment  of  the  select  committee  called  tar  by  the 
original  resolution. 

The  duties  of  the  standing  committers  of  the  House 
are  to  investigate  acconnta,  to  inquire  into  the  Tsrious 
expenditures  of  the  diiftirent  departments,  of  the  dis- 
bursements made,  and  llie  vouchers  of  our  public  oflicers, 
8tc.  I'hey  were  never  intended  to  embrace  such  objects 
as  are  contemplated  in  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisa.]  These  standing  committees 
never  supposed  it  to  be  within  iheir  range  of  dulit-a  to 
investigate  the  transactions  of  your  officers  with  ttie  land 
Hpeculations  of  the  country,  or  that  stupendous  tisnue  of 
fraud,  peculation,  and  vallany,  connected  with  your  In- 
dian agencies,  Indian  reservation*,  their  locations  and 
transfers,  which,  if  ever  fully  revealed,  will  develop  a 
Hyatem  of  legalized  crime  and  phinder  utterly  dii-grace* 
ful  to  any  eivifized  Government.    Hendeop  all  those  traiu- 


aetiom  connected  mUi  the  deposite  banke  wtA  ibelr 
agents,  to  full  of  suapieion,  come  peculiarly  under  the 
cognizance  of  a  aelect  commhtee,  wiUi  the  power  to  send 
for  persoiu  and  papers,  which  power  ■•  not  pven  to  the 
standing  committeca  of  the  House. 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  amongst  the  various  rfTorts  and 
pretexts  ingeniously  rnaed  to  smother  the  inquiry  now 
called  for,  there  was  one  argument,  if  it  can  be  called 
such,  that  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Havit,]  which  excited  in  him  the  profbandeat  astooiab. 
meat  and  surprise.  That  gentleman  intimated  that  the 
demand  fur  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  de- 
partments, to  send  for  persons  and  papers^  and  to  probe 
into  the  dark  deeda  of  unfaithful  public  agent%  is  uncan- 
stitulional!  He  [Mr.  Maxn]  aaya  that  this  proceeding 
to  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  general  seuvh  wamoll 
and  therefore  argues  that  it  is  ctmtrary  to  the  consti- 
tution! 

Mr.  P.  then  read  the  clause  in  the  amendments  to  the 
conatitation  on  that  point,  u  followa:  *<  The  right  of  the 
people  to  be  secure  ia  their  persons,  houses,  papers, 
and  effects,  against  unreaaonable  aearches  and  oeisore^ 
shall  not  be  violatedt  and  no  warrant  shall  issue  hut 
upon  probsble  cause,  supported  hy  oath  or  affirmtna, 
and  particularly  describing  the  phwe  to  be  searched 
and  the  peraon  or  thing  to  be  seized."  Now,  air.  (asid 
Mr.  P.,)  since  the  time  when  Algernon  Sidney  had 
private  papers  in  his  private  apartments  searCbed,  be- 
cause they  were  supposed  to  contain  trcasm  ag"^  * 
suspiciooa  and  arbitrary  Government  such  an  ides  as  ii 
now  attempted  to  be  extorted  from  thin  cfauise  m  the 
conatitution,  be  would  veMure  to  say,  had  never  catered 
into  the  mind  of  any  man.  So,  then,  accorditig  to  Uii 
perverted  and  strange  interpretation,  that  great  prioct. 
pie,  incorporated  into  the  system  of  Engliah  liberty,  aod 
transferred  to  our  constitution,  which  was  intended  to 
raise  a  shield  over  the  rights  of  private  citizens  agaiast 
the  Iswtess  search  of  a  usurping  and  deapotie  Govern- 
ment,  is  now  to  be  underatood  as  intended  and  designed 
to  protect  and  screen  s  bad  GovcmmeBt  and  Its  evil 
agents  in  deeda  of  fraud,  eormption,  and  raahrcrautioa. 
Yes,  sir,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  this  clause  in  your  eonstitatioa, 
according  to  learned  commentators  of  these  profligate 
tiroes,  is  not  intended  to  protect  the  people  i^ainM  en- 
croacbmenls  of  a  haraawng  Government,  but  to  cover 
Government  from  the  scrutinizing  inquiries  of  a  btt 
people!  It  is  a  clauae  intended  to  aUeld  tbe  oAeera  of 
a  corrupt  dynasty  in  their  abandoned  career  of  fraud  and 
peculation,  but  not  designed  to  protect  private  citizrM 
against  capricious  and  unwamnlable  aearcb  into  tbcv 
private  dwellings  and  private  papers!  Surely  sneh  aa 
idea  aa  thia  could  never  enter  tbe  mind  of  any  man,  ex- 
cept one  who  had  bowed  the  knee  of  sycophancy  so  long 
before  the  throne  of  power  that  his  heart  was  prepared 
to  worship  at  the  shrine  of  any  image  which  bm  master 
might  hold  up  as  the  popubr  idol  of  the  day. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  P.,j  it  u  the  first  time  In  my  life  that  I 
ever  heard  that  the  papers,  records^  and  docuaaents,  of 
public  offices,  and  of  the  officers^  were  to  be  viewed  as 
private  property,  belonging  to  private  individuals^  and. 
as  stich,  to  be  exempted  from  inquiry  and  investigkUon. 
Such  a  doctrine  be  confessed  was  new  to  him;  it  is  a  doc- 
trine directly  at  wsr  with  liberty)  it  is  a  doctrine  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  the  most  monatrous  and  fatal  resolls- 
And  if  this  is  to  be  the  doctrine  practised  upon  by  tbe 
coming  administration,  it  is  full  lime  that  a  deorived 
country  should  know  it.  No,  s'rrt  all  the  papers  and  doc- 
uments, all  the  offices  of  this  Government,  are  not  pri- 
vate) they  belong  not  to  private  gentlemen,  they  Jire  not 
sheltered  by  the  constitution  from  investigation;  they 
are  the  properly  of  the  confitderacy,  and  the  right  over 
them,  the  rifiitt  to  search,  the  right  of  thorough  investi- 
gation, belongs  to  thia  House,  belong*  to  us,  tbe  rrpre- 
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tentativri  or  t  free  people.  We  itand  here  aa  KuardiHas 
of  popular  rightf,  aa  a  eiMtrdiiiaUi  and  independent 
branch  or  tbu  Gorernmentt  and  ve  are  bate  traitort  to 
our  eountrjr  if  we  dimintth  or  weaken  our  rijifhtB,  if  we 
abandon  the  proud  prerogative!  guarantied  to  ua  under 
the  constitution  we  have  sworn  to  defend. 

Agtin,  nr:  the  amendment  to  this  reaolution  which 
haa  been  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  lUiode  Island 
[Mr.  U.  J.  PtAaca]  baa  not  excited  leta  surprise  and 
astmriahment  in  my  mind  than  the  doetrine  I  hare  juat 
adrertcd  to.  Mr.  P.  said  he  oould  view  thtt  amend- 
ment aa  nothing  more  than  a  pretext  (o  shield  Ihe  per- 
petrators or  Traud  against  all  inquiry  and  discovery  by 
the  people.  If  (said  Hr.  P.)  I  was  not  mistaken  in 
what  that  gentlcfnan  maintained,  t  understood  him  to 
aay  that  Ihe  officers  of  the  Government  are  agents  of  the 
Exeeutivei  that  they  are  reaponaible  alone  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive; and  that  he  (the  Executive)  is  responsible  to 
the  American  people,  and  may  be  impeached  brfore  the 
Senate  by  the  vote  of  tiiis  House.  Such,  in  stibstancf, 
was  ttie  argument  of  the  grntleman.  According  to  this 
doclrine*  the  people,  by  their  reprrsentalives,  have  no 
f»nlrol  whatever  over  the  officers  of  the  Government; 
they  are  independent  of  the  peopki  diniiiet  from  the 
people,  and  removed  out  of  our  reach  and  out  of  our 
power..  But  I  would  have  tliat  gentleiran  to  know  that 
we.  aa  well  as  the  officers  of  the  Govermiient,  constitute 
a  part  of  Ibe  Governmenti  we,  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  create  by  statutes  these  offices,  snd  define 
the  duties  of  lite  officerst  we  fix  and  psy  their  salaries; 
they  are  officers  of  this  House  as  well  ss  of  ihe  Execu- 
tive biroseir,  created  by  our  authority,  and  amenable  to 
ua  for  all  their  conduct.  I  know  that,  for  the  last  six  or 
«'>gbt  year^  the  contrary  doctrine  has  been  ineolented 
and  enforced;  this  House  has  only  been  considered  as  a 
part  of  the  Executive,  whose  only  duty  was  to  record 
the  edicta  of  royalty,  or  give  sanction  to  its  wishes. 
There  csn  be  no  more  certain  evidence  of  the  decay  of 
this  republic,  than  for  thia  House  to  sleep  upon  its 
privileges,  and  quietly  acquieaoe  under  the  accumula- 
tion of  executive  power.  But,  air,  I  call  upon  every 
gentleman  who  feela  himself  to  be  a  freeman,  the  rep- 
resentative of  a  free  people,  not  to  abandon  their  proud 

firerogalive,  but  to  claim  the  high  character  and  privi- 
tge  of  this  House  to  know  their  power,  and  to  have  the 
independence  to  assert  it.  Yes,  sir,  I  invoke  Ihe  spirit 
of  the  entombed  constitution  to  preside  over  and  guard 
the  power  and  the  privileges  of  tbia  House.  1  am  utterly 
opposed  to  this  modem  doctrine,  which  makes  ui  the 
mere  agenti  of  the  E»calive,  a  secondary  branch  ofthe 
Oovernment  only!  If  we  are  indeed  thus  prostituted, 
lost,  and  bumbledt  if  we  have  ceased  to  be  what  the 
constitution  intended,  it  is  time  that  we  should  know  it. 
If  we  are  used  merely  to  play  the  part  of  Ibe  Kump 
Parliament,  yielding  up  ever^  thing  quietly  to  the  will 
of  the  Executive,  ^ieMlng  htm  and  his  agents  in  evei^ 
Ml,  subserving  bis  ambition,  and  aiding  him  and  his 
officers  to  trample  down  the  consecrated  barriers  of 
flreedont,  and  to  pursue,  unchecked,  their  Uwless  ca- 
reer, il  is  time  the  world  should  know  the  infamy  that 
has  fallen  upon  us! 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Itland 
[Hr.  PxABCi]  is  merely  a  pretext,  made  for  the  purpose 
of  evading  a  direct  vote  upon  the  original  reaoliiticni 
that  amendmrnt  providei  that,  if,  in  the  course  of 
events^  any  cauie  for  a  speoifle  charge  should  ex^sr, 
then  the  right  of  sending  for  persons  and  papera  shall 
be' given.  We  do  nut  stand  in  the  ailualion  of  a 
private  cittsen  at  issue  with  a  private  citizen;  we 
are  not  bound  to  make  an  affidavit,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  search  warranli  we  are  not  bound  to  make  spe- 
cific charges,  in  order  to  (tbtain  permission  for  tnveaii- 
l^lion.    Each  member  acts  upon  ibis  fioor  in  his  offi- 


cial capacity,  and  is  responsible  before  the  coun- 
try. We  are  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and, 
aa  Ihe  aource  and  chief  depository  of  power,  we  have 
the  right  to  demand  investigation,  without  assigning 
specific  chains.  We  have  the  right  to  investigate  all 
the  offices  snd  papers,  (except,  perhaps,  those  that  can- 
not safely  be  made  public,  relating  to  foreign  diploma- 
cy,) and  archives  of  the  Government,  and  of  all  Ua 
agenta  in  every  deparlmentt  and  thia  right  is  essential 
to  maintain  the  purity  of  our  Government  and  4>f  our  In* 
stitutions.  **  But,"  my  the  supporters  of  Ihe  adminis- 
tration, "why  raise  a  select  committee^  Why  incur 
this  expense?"  I  answer,  is  it  not  better  for  them  to  in- 
cur this  expense  than  that  they  should  ait  under  the 
suspicion  of  corrupt  conduct^  Iflhe  investigation  ahould 
bring  nothing  to  light,  will  It  not  then  have  been  belter 
for  the  Government,  by  having  had  thia  opportunity  of 
showing  its  purity  and  establishing  its  character'  Will 
il  not  look  belter  to  suffer  this  investigation  to  Uke 
place  than  to  let  suspicion  spread,  by  suffering  charges 
of  such  serious  character  to  pass  by  unmet  and  unre- 
pelledF 

Mr.  P.  said  be  was  not  uae  of  those  demagogues  whose 
mouths  are  ever  pouring  ftxlh  declarations  of  their  at« 
tachment  to  the  people,  but  T  conRns  I  am  dcmoerat 
enough  to  proclaim  our  rights  in  opposition  to  the  insid- 
ious encroachments  of  Government.  I  avow  that  I  am 
for  the  power  and  the  rights  of  the  people  being  felt 
practically  in  this  Government,  while  those  who  are  al- 
ways declaiming  for  those  rigbta  seem  to  come  here  but 
to  smother  and  suppress  Ihem.  They  profess  to  be  the 
advocatea  of  the  popular  eaiiae,  while  they  are  all  found 
arrayed  in  close  phalanx  on  Uie  side  power,  pouring 
out  eulogies  upon  the  administration,  sersening  Its  offi- 
cers, justifying  acts  of  fraud  and  corruption,  and  oppo- 
sing the  people  in  their  demand  for  inquiry  and  investi- 
gation! Though  the  party  to  which  I  have  the  honor  of 
bflrmging  haa  been  stigmatized  and  traduced  as  the  en- 
emy of  populsr  rights,  I  profess,  sir,  my  attachment  to 
them..  I  avow  undying  devotion  to  Ihe  liberties  of  my 
country,  and  1  hope  yet  to  live  to  see  the  day  when  the 
rights  of  the  people,  the  rights  and  power  of  thia  House, 
^11  no  longer  be  trampled  under  foot  by  baae  aubier^ 
viency  to  executive  power  by  those  who  bow' the  knee 
to  its  mandates,  and  crowd  in  eager  anxiety  to  beg  Ibe 
crumbs  that  fall  from  the  table  of  a  royal  master. 

Yes,  sir,  (continued  Hr.  P.,)  I  hope  to  live  to  see  the 
day  when  the  doctrines  we  have  heard  asserted  on  thia 
floor  will  be  lost  and  forgotten  amid  the  glory  of  purer 
and  brighter  daya — when  the  rcprewnlalivca  of  the  peo- 
ple sitall  have  their  rights  and  proudly  mainuin  their  au- 
thority under  the  constitution — when  pilgrims'and  vota- 
ries of  liberty  from  every  quarter  of  the  oppressed  earth 
shall  gather  together  here,  and  bow  in  reverence  before 
that  monument  which  a  free  people  shall  raiae^  whose 
noble  shaft  ^all  pierce  the  very  heavens,  reflecting  back, 
from  ita  broad  and  radiant  surface,  the  light  of  everlast- 
ing truth  and  the  beams  of  universal  freedom! 

Mr.  Speaker,  (continued  Mr.  P.,)  I  cannot  refrain 
from  declaring  the  profound  astonishment  with  which  I 
liatened  to  the  extraordinary  facts  related  on  this  floor 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pzttoit,]  in  rek- 
lion  lo  the  electioneering  campaign  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent last  summer  through  the  Western  country.  We 
have  heard  that  he  haa  been  zealously  en^ged  in  Ihe 
work  of  securing  a  successor  to  his  power  and  authority. 
We  heard  of  hia  interference  in  this  matter,  of  his  labors 
and  undignified  speeches  in  the  contemptible  work  of 
raising  into  power  one  who  lived  by  fawning  upon  his 
hand.  Mortifying  snd  di^unting  as  these  facts  are,  not 
less  astoniabing  did  it  appear  to  me,  when  in  answer  to 
Ihem  we  hesrJ  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Glas- 
cock] and  Ihe  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Ripi.it} 
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rise  in  their  mitt  and*  instead  of  offering  apology  or  de- 
nialf  eicrt  themselvei  to  Justify  titd  vindicate  the  inier- 
fereneet  Sir,  I  well  remember  the  "  Owinn  letteri" 
wbieb  indireeitjr  ordered  the  AlsAa-Zsol  convention  at 
Baltimore  to  do  Ibe  bidding  of  a  raastcr.  1  knew  well 
that  the  wcecMor  had  beea  »ppointcd(  but  I  did  not 
know»  t  did  not  believe,  that  I  abould  see  the  day  when 
a  reprcnentstire  of  a  free  but  betrayed  people  would 
rise  in  bis  plaoe  in  this  Hooie,  and  viodlcatc  audi  tp* 
poinlmcDt. 

We  are  told,  in  apology  for  an  interference  u  uncon- 
alilulion»l  as  it  hu  been  undisguised  and  ahameleasi  that 
the  President  has  a  right  totpeafc  hiao«nopinion%  "that 
he  is  a  free  man  as  well  u  any  other  citixen***  "ihst  be 
is  a  man  who  was  never  known  to  hesUate  in  the  frank 
assertion  of  hia  opinion,"  fcc  The  private  opinion  of 
the  President  is  one  thing,  the  public  declaration  of  bis 
wishes  is  another.  Whenever  his  opinion,  whatever  it 
may  br,  be  it  private  or  be  it  public,  is  sustained  with  all 
the  power  and  influence  of  office,  is  enforced  from  cab- 
inet ministers  down  to  all  the  pethr  holders  office,  is 
proclaimed  and  preached  by  menial  aycophants  and  a  sub- 
lidized  press,  notcM-iously  under  the  dieiation  trf'  power  > 
theni  sir,  the  Preudent's  private  tqiinon  and  prsfcrence 
bceome  a  law  to  a  hundred  thousand  mercenary  follow- 
ers^ who  live  upon  hit  will. 

Every  people,  from  their  history  and  education,  have 
a  peculiar  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  liberty.  In 
England,  an  idiot  or  a  knave  may  sway  the  aceptre  of 
empire  by  tbe  law  of  legitimacy,  and  the  plumes  of  a 
tilled  nobility  may  wave  over  stars  and  garters,  and  yet 
tbe  Englishman  may  proudly  chum  to  be  a  freeman  t  and 
why^  Beoause  these  Ihinf^  are  sustained  by  the  funda- 
mrntat  principles  of  the  British  constitution,  as  part  of 
their  aulborized  and  lawful  Government.  But  when 
Cromwell  raised  his  Government  over  the  ruins  of  the 
British  constitution,  and  against  the  fundamental  lawa  uf 
the  empire,  although  he  added  to  the  glory  and  the 
power  of  the  British  name,  yet  be  was  a  dictator,  and 
the  people  were  slaves  so  long  aa  they  acquiesced  in  the 
usurpation.  9o  it  is  here.  We  lire  in  a  land  of  coniti* 
tulional  law,  every  principle  of  which  sustains  the  free* 
dom  of  the  elective  franchise,  fi*om  the  highest  to  the 
lowest.  If  this  great  principle  of  American  liberty  be 
violated  and  defied  by  executive  dieiation,  no  matter 
what  character  is  raised  up  aa  the  successor  oT  power 
under  aocb  a  dynaaty,  we  are  riavet  and  dastards  if  we 
tamely  acf|uietee.  As  hr  as  practical  liberty  ia  concern- 
ed, there  is  no  difference  in  effect,  as  to  the  people  in- 
terested, between  tite  Government  of  him  who  comes  in, 
trampling  over  the  freedom  of  election  through  dieia- 
tion, britiery,  and  fraud,  and  he  who  cornea  into  power 
wavii^  over  the  desolated  fields  of  hi*  country  the 
bloody  Bword  of  a  conqueror  and  usurper.  As  to  all 
pnctieal  efTecta,  they  are  tbe  same. 

Is  there  any  man  in  tlirs  House  who  does  not  know  that 
the  President  electeould  not  have  been  chosen  but  by  the 
direct  influence  and  interference  of  the  President  *  Let  no 
manssy  there  is  no  proof  of  thislnterfercnce.  Independ- 
ent of  the  facts  staled  by  my  friend  from  Tennessee,  [  Mr. 
PiTToir,]  and  the  published  letters,  tossls,  &c.,  of  the 
President  himielf,  I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  this 
House,  and  of  this  country,  to  aoroe  beta  upon  which  I 
wouhl  defy  any  sworn  jury  of  freeoMn  on  cartb  to  bring 
in  a  verdiot  of  *'  not  guilty."  I  will  Introduce  a  witness 
against  whom  hirelii^  have  poured  out  their  malignity 
and  calumny,  bul  whose  veracity  and  private  integrity  no 
man  dare  impeach.  1  will  give  the  language  of  the  dis. 
tingwabed  Senator  from  Tennessee,  [Judge  Wbitx,]  as 
it  is  published  in  bis  speech  at  Knoxville  last  aummer. 
When  the  Preddcnt  was  on  a  visit  to  Tennessee,  in  tbe 
summer  of  183^  and  *■  after  the  rise  of  the  Sute  coo- 
vention,  many  members  wished  to  nominate  me  for  the 


preMency,  but  abandoned  the  attempt  alter  Ihcf  «s- 
deratood  that  it  wouM  incur  the  President*!  diiplniate. 
On  his  journey  to  Washington,  tbe  Pre»dent  CDacentd 
freely  with  some  of  Ay  friends,  and  mnouirttedt^Bit 
any  attempt  to  nominate  nw)  said  there  nut  be  in- 
tional  eonvcntioB,  nod  Mr.  Van  Buren  ought  to  bt  ««• 
inated  tot  the  preMencyi  and  1  for  the  vice  preiifa- 
cytand,  when  his  eight  yean  were  expired,  tW  I  vh 
young  enough  then  to  be  taken  up  as  Prendeoi."  * ' ' 
"  After  I  gave  my  consent  to  the  people  to  ran,  ud  b^ 
fore  tbe  meeting'  of  the  Baltimore  coaventkm,  I  nt  re- 
peatedly forewarned  what  I  might  expect  if  m;  mat 
was  not  withdrawn,"  &c. 

Such  are  tbe  unvarniabcd  bets  of  the  esse.  Asd  tte 
is  there  bold  enough  to  deny  that  the  Prewdest  bu  ii> 
terferedf  Sir,  the  beta  are  beyond  the  poHibtCtr«> 
denial,  that  be  has  openly  interfieKd,  and  mtd  bit  pont 
and  authority  to  nominate  his  successor,  and  to  doit  'sj 
bargain  and  arrangement.  Every  p^tiy  intrigue  ud 
profligate  propontlon  have  been  uiied  and  employed  Id 
effeet  this  purpose.  The  chief  offices  of  the  repubhc 
have  been  bartered  aeray,  and  the  President,  tbmfk 
the  tremendona  power  and  patronage  of  his  poiiliaa,hii 
called  upon  a  betrayed  country  to  receive  its  rulenfna 
the  hands  of  a  maater. 

I'o  see  the  force  and  bearing  of  these  propostioM 
which  tbe  President  made,  and  to  show  that  be  iaVij  »■ 
derstood  bis  position  snd  their  profligste  teodenq,  I 
will  now  refer  to  a  scene  in  1835,  when  fail  predecnor 
was  chosen  by  this  Hodbe.  In  two  if  Ben  vriitn  bf 
General  Jaekion,  the  one  dated  June  5,  U37,  uA  ikc 
other  dated  July  IS,  we  have  the  following  exirante 
ry  development: 

"  Early  in  January,  1835,  a  member  of  Congren  <' 
high  respectability  visited  me  [General  Jackwn]  w 
morning,  and  observed  that  he  had  a  communictlioDbe 
was  desirous  to  make  lo  inei  that  be  wu  infersKd  tbeic 
was  a  great  hitrigue  going  on,  and  that  it  wu  ri|b  I 
should  be  informed  of  ilt  [Amp  very  M.']  Ihst  be  one 
as  a  friend;  and  let  me  receive  the  communicatiM  u  ■ 
miglil,  the  friendly  motives  through  which  it  ww 
he  hoped,  would  prevent  any  change  of  frieodihip  sr 
feeling  with  regaid  lo  him.  To  which  I  replied,  froa 
his  high  standing  as  a  gentleman  and  member  of  C<*- 
gres),  and  from  his  uniform  friendly  and  geotksiu^ 
conduct  towards  myself,  I  could  not  suppoK  he  «<Mla 
make  any  communiealion  to  me  which  he  suppsKd  va 
improper.  Therefore,  his  motives  beiag  )V>k.  ^  " 
think  ss  I  might  of  the  communication,  my  feclinp  'O" 
wards  him  would  remain  unaltered.  Tiiegenilew 
proceeded.  He  said  be  had  been  inforDed  bf  tbe 
friends  of  Mr.  Clay  that  the  firiends  of  Mr.  Adtm  w 
msde  overtures  to  them,  saying,  if  Ur.  CUy  ud " 
friends  would  unite  in  aid  of  tbe  election  of  Mr.  AdiM 
Hr.  Clay  should  be  Secretary  of  Sute.  Hiattbefhcw 
of  Mr.  Adama  were  urging,  as  a  reason  to  iitdoMuit 
friends  of  Mr.  Clay  to  accede  to  their  iH^^iiix<>  ^< 
if  1  was  elected  President,  Hr.  Adams  would  be  coBt» 
ued  Secretary  of  Stale.  [<  Inuendo^  there  would  beM 
room  for  Kentucky.*]  Thai  the  friends  of  Mr.  Ch;  ^ 
ted  that  the  West  did  nut  wi^  to  separsle  fron  w 
Weill  and  if  I  would  say,  or  permit  any  of  my  w""' 
dential  friends  to  say,  tha^  in  ease  1  waa  elected  Pr» 
dent,  Hr.  Adams  sbouM  not  be  conlhuied  SeerrUir" 
Slate,  by  a  complete  union  of  Mr.  Clay  and  hti  fri«** 
they  would  put  an  end  to  the  presidential  contest  iD»e 
hour.  And  he  was  of  opinion  it  was  right  to  light  «i» 
intriguers  with  their  own  weapons.  To  which,  in  wb- 
sunce,  I  replied,  that  in  politics  »  f^f  ^'""^^ 
my  guide  was  principlei  and,  contrary  to  the  «Jpf<*] 
and  unbiased  will  of  tbe  people,  or  their  coiuuiuw 
agents^  I  never  would  step  into  the  presidniiiuf*^ 
and  requeated  him  tu  any  to  Ur.  Chf  aad  ta 
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(fbr  I  did  Hippofle  he  had  come  Trom  Mr.  Cl^y,  though 
be  aied  the  term  or  Mr.  Clay's  friends,)  thxt  before  I 
would  reach  the  presidentiil  chfetr  by  such  means  of 
bftrifainRnd  corruption,  I  would  see  the  esrth  open  and 
■vallor  both  Mr.  Cliy  and  his  friends,  and  mynelf  with 
them.  This  disclosure  was  mide  to  me  by  Mr.  James 
Buchanin,  a  member  of  Congress  from  Pennsylvania,  a 
gentlemtn  of  the  6rst  respectability  and  intelligence. 

*'  The  evening  before  he  had  communicated,  subslan' 
tially,  the  tame  propoaitioD  to  Mijor  Baton,  my  col- 
league in  the  Senate.  [How  did  the  General  know  lhat>] 
with  a  desire,  warmly  manifested,  that  he  should  com- 
municate with  me,  and  ascertain  my  views  on  the  subject. 
This  he  declined  doing,  su^festing  to  Mr.  Buchanan 
tbHt  he,  as  well  as  himself,  could  converse  with  me,  and 
aseertsin  ray  views  on  the  matters  though,  from  his 
knowledge  of  me,  he  thought  that  he  could  well  con- 
jecture my  answer— that  I  would  enter  Into  no  engage- 
menta  whatever.    To  be  thus  approached  by  a  gentle- 
nun  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  high  character  and  standing, 
with  an  apology  profTered  at  the  time  for  what  he  was 
about  to  remark  to  m(;  one  who,  ai  I  understood,  had 
always  to  that  moment  been  on  faotitiar  and  friendly 
terms  with  Mr.  CUy,  assuring  me  that  on  certain  terms 
and  conditions  being  assented  to  on  my  part,  '  then,  by 
a  union  of  Mr.  Chiy  and  his  friends,  they  would  put  an 
end  to  the  prendential  contest  in  one  hour,*  what  other 
conetiision  or  inference  was  to  be  made  th^n  that  he  spoke 
by  authority  either  of  Mr.  Clay  himself,  or  some  of  his 
confi'len'ial  friends'  The  character  of  Mr.  Buchanan 
with  me  forbids  the  idea  that  he  was  acting  on  hi«  own 
responsibility,  or  that,  under  any  drcumstances,  he  ' 
could  have  been  induced  to  propose  an  arrangement  un< 
less  possessed  of  satisfactory  assuraneea  that,  if  accept- 
ed, it  would  be  carried  fully  into  effect.    A  weak  mind 
would  seldom  or  ever  be  thus  disposed  to  act— an  Intel- 
ligent one  never.  Under  all  the  circumstanccea  appear- 
ing at  the  time,  I  did  not  resist  the  impression  that  Mr. 
Buchanan  liid  approached  me  on  the  cautiously  submit- 
ted  proposition  of  some  authorized  person;  and,  there- 
fore, in  giving  him  my  answer,  did  an,  requesting  him 
*  to  say  to  Mr.  Clay  and  bis  friend^*  what  that  iniver 
bad  been,**  he. 

Observe  what  Mr.  Buchanan  says  in  his  letter  of  ex- 
planation, August  8,  1827 — 

'*  After  I  had  finished,  the  General  [J.tckson]  declared 
he  had  not  the  least  objection  to  answer  my  question. 
'  that  he  thought  well  of  Mr.  A'lam^  but  had  never  said 
or  intimated  that  he  would  or  that  he  would  not  appoint 
hidi  Secretary  of  State.  That  these  were  secreU  he 
would  keep  to  himselfj  he  would  conceal  them  from  the 
very  hairs  of  his  head.  That  if  he  believed  his  right 
liand  then  knew  what  his  left  would  do  upon  the  subject 
of  appointments  to  ofBcc,  he  would  cut  it  off  and  cast  it 
into  the  fire.  That  if  ever  he  abould  be  elected  Presi- 
dent, it  should  be  without  solicitation  and  without  in- 
trigue,'* &c. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  expose  contradie- 
tiona,  or  to  defend  those  againat  whom  these  chaises 
were  made.  But  I  call  up  these  scenes,  that  the  world  may 
compare  the  mock  sentiments  of  affected  purity  then  ex- 
pressed with  the  conduct  and  notorious  facts  of  the 
present  day.  And  I  here  take  occasion  to  say  ^hat,  if  it 
be  true,  as  the  President  stales,  that  he  was  approached 
111  January,  1825,  with  such  propositions,  from  a  gentle- 
nijin  wliodeclarni  to  him  **  that  he  thought  it  was  right 
to  Rg^t  auoh  intriguers  with  their  own  weapons"'— I  say 
i  r  th  is  be  true,  it  proclaims  that  he  who  could  avow  so 
baae  and  infamous  a  sentiment  was  utterly  destitute  of 
lall  true  conceptions  of  private  honor  or  public  integrity. 

If  the  President,  in  1825,  bad  such  a  high  sense  of 
honor  and  respect  *'  for  the  unbiased  will  of  ^e  peo- 
ple'* as  to  refuse  to  let  it  be  known— not  that  he  would 
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appoint  any  particular  individual,  but  Ibat  lie  would  not 
appoint  a  bertain  gentleman  Secretary  of  Slate— where 
wai  his  honor,  where  was  his  delicacy,  in  1834,  when 
he  proposed  tn  Judge  White  and  "  his  friends"  to  regu- 
late and  control  the  whole  election  by  a  Ruckerized 
convention,  and  through  *'  hatpin  and  corruption"  to 
produce  acquiescence  by  offering  himself  the  first  office 
in  the  republic  to  one,  and  reconciling  another  with  the 
second  office'  Little  did  he  think  that,  in  1835,  he  was 
uttering  denunciationa  against  his  own  course  in  1834; 
little  did  he  think,  when  he  penned  these  deelarationa  in 
1827,  that  he  was  writing  epitheta  to  be  called  up,  like 
burning  letten,  over  his  own  conduct  and  character  in 
1836. 

Mr.  Speaker,  (continued  Mr.  P.,)  it  Is  with  great  pain 
and  reluctance  that  I  am  compelled  to  speak  of  these 
transactions  as  I  feel  that  I  ought.  Nothing  could  induce 
me  to  do  so  at  present  but  the  aolemn  conviction  that  I 
believe  they  are  deeply  identified  with  the  liberties  of 
this  country.  I  speak  of  the  President  a^  officially  con- 
nected with  the  institutions  of  freedom.  I  scorn  to  ex- 
cuse him,  and  to  hold  up  his  minions  and  understrappers 
for  responsibility  and  denunciation.  No,  sir;  I  disdain 
to  use  moderate  language.  I  shall  take  his  own  epithets. 
I  here  then  charge  that  the  President  has  wilfully  and 
openly  interfered  to  appoint  bia  successor,  and  that  he 
has  endeavored  to  accomplish  bis  object  by  ahamelesa 
"  bargain  and  corruption.'*  He  has  succeeded,  and, 
now,  standing  on  the  defaced  and  spurned  constitution, 
waves  aloft  the  unrestrain<>d  sceptre  of  empire  over  a 
deceived  and  betrayed  country.  Let  us  be  rich  and . 
prosperouB{  let  us  be  happy  and  free  from  personal  rC' 
atraint)  let  us  retain  all  the  forms  of  a  republic,  yet  are 
we  slaves,  and  history  will  bold  up  our  infamy  and  deg- 
radation, if  we  acquiesce  and  submit  to  this  IsA-lesa 
dictation.  Rome  still  retained  the  forms  of  a  republic, 
long  after  her  conquering  generals  from  devastated 

Srovinces  brought  in  the  plunder  of  sacked  cities  to 
e  divided  amongst  those  who  were  styled  "  R'imsn  citi- 
zens." Her  people  still  nominally  elected  their  tribune, 
long  after  the  very  sources  of  power  had  been  corrupted 
and  polluted  by  the  bribery  and  proRigaey  of  captivating 
chiefs  and  abandoned  demagogues.  TSese  tribunes, 
who  were  at  first  elected  to  defend,  as  they  nobly  did, 
popular  rights,  afterwards  became  prostituted,  and,  aU 
though  ostensibly  appointed  still  by  the  people,  yet  they 
knew  the  band  of  their  master,  and  prostrated  the 
liberties  of  tbeir  country  before  his  will.  They  were 
arranged  and  appointed  beforehand  by  those  who  held 
the  power  of  the  republic.  We,  too,  may  still  boast  the 
forms  of  a  free  people,  and  long  preserve  tbem.  We 
have  seen  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  a  successor 
to  the  Chief  Executive;  we  have  witnessed  the  success  of 
that  appointment.  All  the  popularity  and  influence  of  the 
Pre«dent,  with  his  hundred  thousand  dependants,  all  the 
weight,  and  power,  and  influence  of  the  Givernment,  in^ 
all  its  vast  and  extensive  ramificationi^  have  been  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  appointment  of  a  successor.  And  1 
ask,  sir,  if  we  confirm,  by  re-election,  this  fraudulent 
appointmenl,  will  not  posterity  say  we,  too,  are  free  only 
in  name^  Our  country  has  been  foully  deceived)  we 
have  been  basely  deluded  by  all  the  arts  of  ■*  intrigue, 
bargain,  and  corruption."  Let  it  not  be  said  that  these 
things  are  of  no  importance;  that  they  have  no  effect 
upon  practical  liberty.  Look  to  their  consequencea  in 
the  future.  In  physics,  in  morals,  and  in  politics,  those 
causes  are  at  first  sm^ll  which  produce  the  most  tremeu- 
douseffecta  upon  the  destiny  of  mm.  The  collection  of  a 
few  shillings  of  ship-money  brought  the  head  of  a  mon- 
arch to  the  block,  and  changed  fur  a  time  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  Great  Britain.  Go  into  the  far  West,  and  trace 
out,  if  you  can,  the  origin  of  the  vast  Mississippi  itselfi 
you  will  find  a  bubble  at  the  foot  of  perhaps  aome  name 
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len  hill,  fiom  which  runa  k  itretm,  it  ihe  ripple  of 
vhoae  vratere  not  «  Wving  eretture  turiu  aside;  but  foU 
low  it  to  the  rillpy  below,  and  it  iwelltt  and  it  deepen*, 
and  It  wideni,  until  the  wealth  of  i  nation  floata  on  lla 
aurface,  and  at  Ihe  anyry  roiee  of  whose  itormy  waves  the 
hardy  mariner  trembles.  I  need  not  say  that  this  is  a 
full  illualration  of  the  history  and  progress  of  political 
affairst  that  from  apparently  a  amall  beginning  the  moat 
tremendous  result*  are  produced!  that  one  step  over  the 
great  landmarks  of  the  conititution  will  lead  to  the  over* 
throw  of  all  lav,  to  the  prostration  ot  liberty,  snd  the 
abandoned  reign  of  arbitrary  power.  A  drop  of  water 
oozing  Ihrotigb  (he  dykes  of  Holland,  if  unnoticed, 
wouM  desolate  the  fairest  regionst  and  spread  terror 
through  a  mined  country.  If  now.  In  the  inhncy  of  oar 
tioTcrnment,  the  Prerident  bu  it  in  hia  power  to  nomi- 
nate and  appoint  liia  soccessor,  tlie  day  it  not  fkr  distant 
when  we  shall  live  under  a  power  more  odioua  than 
hereditary  monarchy,  because  it  will  be  exercised  under 
the  deceitful  name  and  habiliments  of  a  republic. 

We  are  told  Ibat  the  South  it  to  be  "  reconciled  by  the 
Buccessor  falling  into  Southern  principlea,"  and  (bat  it  ia 

Eolicy  to  acquiesce  in  the  appointment.  Sir,  there  may 
e  at  heert  traitors  in  the  South,  but  it  will  be  treason  to 
the  conititution  and  to  the  country  to  submit  to  the  dic- 
tation. No!  never,  nerer.  We  have  been  foully  be- 
trayed, and  against  the  principles  of  the  succession  we 
declare  uncompromising, unextinguishable  war,  *<  war  to 
the  knife."  It  may  be  that  we  shall  be  but  few  in  num- 
berst  it  may  be  that  our  flsg-alaflT  shall  be  shattered  and 
broken,  but  we  will  nail  the  flag  to  the  gunwale,  and 
conquer  or  periA  under  it. 

Let  not  gentlemen  suppose  that  the  present  state  of 
thingi  is  to  last  forever — let  them  not  suppose  that  the 
dominant  party  of  to-day  is  to  be  the  dominant  party  of 
to-morrow — let  them  not,  jn  the  arrogance  of  power, 
forever  forget  right.  Theae  things  they  may  not  per- 
haps feel  in  their  day  and  generation,  but  their  children 
may  live  to  see  the  day  when  they  shall  curse,  in  the 
bitterness  and  deep  auguish  of  their  hearts,  the  memory 
of  their  fathers,  for  having  brought  down  upon  them 
degradation  and  ruin.  Even  Robespierre  himself  would 
have  paused  in  his  bloody  career  of  ambition,  if  he  could 
have  foreseen  that  the  same  guillotine  which  he  raised 
over  the  neck  of  Danton  -was  so  soon  to  be  brought 
down  with'  a  just  vengeance  upon  his  own.  And  the 
Duke  ol  Orleans,  unpnncipled  at  he  was,  when  he  sat 
in  that  Infamous  aasembly  which  voted  the  death  of 
Louia  XVI,  would  have  trembled  with  horror,  as  be 
gave  his  vote  for  the  death  of  hia  own  blood  cous'm,  if 
he  could  have  known  that,  under  the  despotism  he  was 
aiding  to  raise,  his  property  was  so  soon  to  be  confisca- 
ted and  hia  dripping  head  held  up  by  the  executioner  to 
the  vengeance  of  a  lawless  mob. 

How  can  the  South  acquiesce  under  an  administration 
the  head  of  which  hat  admitted  that  Ihia  Qovernment 
liM  the  coonilutional  power  to  abtdiah  alavetY  in  the 
Diatrtct  <^ Cohimbia^  I  tell  gentlemen  they  will  yet  be 
brought  to  quail  and  tremble  under  the  tremeitdoua 
power  of  this  ductrine.  Wc  will  yet  aee  the  lightning 
fluh,  and  feel  the  earthquake's  heare.  The  issue  will 
he  made,  and  we  must  be  prepared  to  meet  it  like  men, 
or  to  crave  mercy  from  one  who  it  agalnat  ui  in  senti- 
ment and  in  feeling. 

The  coming  administration  hat  elementi  of  weaknest 
which  it  will  be  difficult  to  recover  from.  The  oppoai* 
lion  can  never  be  satisfied  with  Ihe  corrupt  and  profli- 
gate principlea  under  which  it  haa  been  dictated.  Look 
around  and  see  tbe  strength  that  is  to  be  put  forth. 
Where  it  old  Massac husettsf   There  she  is,  firm  as  her 

Cnite  and  everlaating  hills,  ready  for  another  contest. 
)k  to  thoae  people  on  both  tidca  of  the  Ohio,  who 
btTC  niicd  tbeir  flag  over  their  country's  nanparta,  and 


have  to  nobly  defended  themaelvea  agiinat  themerccuij 
bands  of  powert  look  to  thutc  intrepid  people,  ibrouiit 
whose  bosom  run  (he  waters  of  the  TenncMee  ud  tke 
Cumberland — where  are  ihey  ill^  Rrady  sad  eipr 
to  step  forward  in  the  breach  that  has  been  nudi  om 
the  barricn  thrown  around  tbe  freedom  of  the  tleetite 
franchise.  I^k  totboae  people  on  both  sideiodhe 
Savannah,  atid  where  are  iheyF  United  in  feeling  ud 
in  tentiment,  with  one  banner  streaming  aloft  is  tk 
breeze — that  banner  under  which  the  conitiiution  ni 
made — the  banner  under  which  Jefferson  fooglit  iivnj 
to  victory  and  to  fame — the  only  banner  under  vhidi 
this  Governntent  can  be  reformed — the  noble  bmnerof 
free  trade  and  State  rights,  under  which  dtfcit  iiM 
diigmce,  and  victory  it  redenptiMi  ud  liberty. 

We  may  be  defeated,  but  not  conquered;  we  fasnjtl 
the  undying  spirit  of  freemen.  Then  let  us  eontiB 
the  rally,  and  the  republic  may  yet  be  safe. 

Mr.  P.  then  concluded  by  moving  the  adoption  of  iht 
original  resolution. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  said  he  regretted  tbe  necenily  Ibert 
was  for  bim  to  occupy  the  (ime  of  (he  Houie  on  tb 
question;  but  from  the  remsriu  (bat  bad  jwt  fallen  Ini 
the  hommble  gentleman  from  South  CaroTiaa  [Hr.  fKi- 
ihb]  he  felt  its  duty  he  owed  to  the  Eueulifr,itw 
of  Ihe  Represenlativet  from  Tennessee,  to  auvrr  sonc 
of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  sod  to  cor- 
rect him  as  to  some  of  the  fiTcta  he  bad  sttted.  Th 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  charged  GcktiI 
Jackson  with  dictating  to  the  Ameiiean  peopk  vbo 
abould  be  hia  lucceiaor,  and  by  bargain,  intrfur,  ind 
corniption,  to  have  actually  made  the  Americispnple 
vole  fur  ai^  elect  hia  auccesMH-.  To  prove  tbcKpna- 
ites  to  be  (rue,  the  gentleman  hu  referred  lo  i  public 
speech  made  by  an  honorable  Senator  from  Tennean, 
[Mr.  Whitz,]  in  which  the  President  ii  disT^ed  vftli 
having  proposed  to  maKc  the  honorable  Senator  Vict 
Prendent  if  he  would  not  nin  for  tbe  preMleney.  Kr. 
D.  said  the  gentleman  had  also  referred  totbc^ctdiif 
his  honorable  etdleague,  [Hr.  Pbvtsv,]  made  a  kiiiji 
since  in  thia  House,  in  which  the  Presideiit  iicUritj 
with  interfering  with  the  elections  in  Tennener,  ai 
abusing  a  portion  of  the  Repri  aentatives  from  that  Stitt. 
Mr.  D.  said  he  bad  it  from  the  moulh  of  tbePr«idtil 
that  he  never  made  such  a  proposition  at  the  one  Dn- 
tinned  in  Mr.  While's  speech;  and  that  be  aem  ail 
that  one  of  bis  colleagues  [Mr.  Sniaun]  wuofnoK- 
count,  and  that  hia  constitucnta  ought  to  sendiomw 
that  was  of  eome  account)  nor  did  he  ever  say  ibiO"- 
other  of  his  culleaguea  [Mr.  Hoktbvah]  vai  on  itic 
fence,  and  no  one  knows  which  side  be  will  fall.  Tbot 
charges  the  President  pronounces  to  be  falae.  N<*' 
sir,  said  Mr.  D.,  if  tbe  premises  of  the  gcoticMn&M 
South  Carolina  are  erroneous,  hia  conclurioat  (buKK- 
cessariiy  be  so. 

Hr.  D.  aaid  Ihe  administratioB  of  PreaUent  Jackn 
had  been  more  jiolentty  attacked  than  that  of  sny 
Prewdent.  The  oppoaition  to  it  had  made  cfaar^v^ 
charge  against  it,  and  no  doubt  oHen  without  knof^ 
whether  they  were  true  or  false;  and  they  had  aiiwep^ 
sented  what  the  President  bad  aaid  about  penonjaw 
had  always  supported  his  administration,  to  nukei«> 
his  enemies,  and  thus  get  them  to  give  publiciiy  to  ih* 
charges.  Hr.  D.  said  he  regretted  very  onA  iw 
cither  of  bit  cdleaguca  should  have  thought  it  nece«>! 
for  them  to  make  the  charges  they  did  against  the  u; 
ecutive.  He  waa  the  adopted  son  of  Tenneisef  i 
spent  a  life,  from  boyhood  to  where  he  now  I'm  on' 
bed  of  sickness,  in  the  service  of  hia  couatry;  ^'^'^ 
ten  led  the  sons  of  Tennessee  to  victory  and  gIorj>  *r 
has  gained  for  himself  and  bia  lavorile  TennevK 
periabable  renown.  Hr.  I),  aaid  be  ahould  haveftktw 
he  bad  done  injuilice  to  tbe  Prcndent,  to  hiaeoMtni- 
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tnta,  to  his  State,  md  to  his  country,  if  be  had  kept  his 
seat,  ud  lud  not  given  the  House  the  iDfornution  be 

bid. 

He  nid  he  wu  s  nstive  Tennesqeein,  and  proud  of 
the  name;  that  be  was  at  all  times  ready  to  defend  the 
chancier  of  his  State  or  her  sons,  for  it  is  the  character 
of  the  public  serrant  that  gives  character  to  (he  State. 
In  detracting  from  the  cnracler  of  General  Jackson, 
you  detract  from  the  character  of  the  State.    Sir,  Cuid 
Ur.  D.,)  General  Jackson  has  given  tO'the  State  ofTen- 
neuee  more  character  than  any  of  her  other  citizens. 
Mr.  D.  said  he  knew  full  well  Ibat  great  efforts  had 
been  made  to  get  Tennessee  in  opposition  to  the  Presi- 
dent, but  that  could  never  be  done.  Tennesseeans  were 
governed  by  principle.   Ahhotigh  a  majority  of  tbem 
difiered  with  toe  Prewdent  as  to  who  should  be  the  suc- 
sesior,  they  were  not  opposed  to  him  or  to  his  adminis- 
tration.  Mr.  D.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  election  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  in  fsvor  of  bis  colleague,  (Hr. 
White.)   He  was  for  him,  for  hi*  worth  and  merit,  but 
he  was  not  prepared  to  take  the  course  of  the  genlle- 
min  from  Soulb  Carolina,  who  had  declared  open  and 
uncompromising  war  agsinat  the  next  adminislrition. 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  U.,)  bow  does  that  gentleman  know  what 
will  be  the  principles  upon  which  the  next  President 
will  administer  this  Governnoenl?    Mr.  Van  Buren  has 
been  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  Stales  and  a  majority 
of  the  people;  and  it  is  lo  be  presumed  that  he  will  ad* 
minister  it  on  the  good  old  republican  principle!  and  if 
so,  he  should  most  unquestionably  support  his  a^Jminia* 
tration.   He  woukl  not  oppose  or  support  any  adminii. 
trationbut  upon  principle. 

Hr.  D.  said  he  would  now  say  a  few  words  to  the 
friends  of  the  administration.    The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
l^inia  [Mr.  Wise]  had  preferred  a  general  charge  against 
the  executive  omcers  of  this  administration,  and  asked 
that  a  committee  might  be  appointed  to  examine  all  of 
them.    Hr.  D.  said  he  hoped  no  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration' would  shrink  from  this  general  investigation. 
We  now  hid  it  in  cor  power  to  lilence  the  slang  of  the 
enemies  of  the  administration  forever,  by  letting  them  go 
and  examine  all  the  offices)  and  if  there  have  been  any 
frauds  or  corruptions  in  any  of  tbem,  let  the  brand  of  in- 
famy be  fixed  on  them,  and  let  the  country  and  all 
future  administrations  know  they  are  unworthy  to  be 
trusted.    We  know,  (aaid  Mr.  !>.,)  and  the  American 
people  know,  that  it  is  impos^le  for  the  President  to 
know  all  tbe  persons  he  baa  to  appoint  to  office,  and  that 
he  haa  to  depend  on  bis  friends  for  information,  and,  in 
gome  instance^  be  may  have  been  imposed  on,  and  ua- 
worthy  men  recommended  to  bim.  If  there  be  any  sueb, 
let  them  be  hunted  out,  and  their  crimes  made  known 
to  this  House  and  tbe  whole  American  people.  Hr. 
D.  said,  if  any  amendment  should  be  adopted,  it  would 
frive  the  enemies  of  the  administration  an  opportunity  of 
Baying  tbey  were  limited  in  Iheir  inquiries  and  that  the 
Aafninistnttion  was  afraid  of  a  general  Investigation.  As 
one  of  tbe  friends  of  tbe  administration,  (Hr.  D.  said,)  he 
was  fur  the  broadest  inquiry,  and  he  would  vote  for  the 
inquiry  in  the  wsy  they  deured  it,  that  there  should  be 
no  excuse  that  they  were  limited. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said:  Since  my  colleague  has  volunteer- 
clI  his  services,  and  come  upon  the  stana  to  give  evidence 
ag'Binst  me,  the  direct  teoden^  of  which  is  lo  attack  my 
veme'ity,  although  he  seems  to  evade  that,  I  claim  the 
right  to  examine  the  witness.  I  mean,  sir,  to  examine 
liim  upon  his  rotV  dire,  and  require  biro  to  speak 
the  whole  truth.  This  seeming  extraordinary  Eensitive- 
ness  of  the  gentleman,  the  mock  sympathy  in  the  loud 
appeals  which  he  Iiaa  just  exhibited,  the  pretended  ne- 
ceasity  of  defending  the  President,  are  the  usual  evi< 
dencea  which  1  have  observed  lo  accompany  a  Van  Bu- 
ren conversion.   Tes^  sir,  and  I  am  not  at  all  surprised 


to  witness  it  in  my  colleivtie.  I  thought  I  had  seen 
strong  premonitory  symptoms  of  this  before.  I  had  never 
known  a  deserter  lesve  our  ranks  but  what  he  went 
over  hallooing  glory,  ^lory  to  General  Jackson.  He 
aays  that  he  has  differed  with  General  Jackson  as  to  the 
succession.  I  do  not  know,  sir:  I  think,  if  that  gentle- 
man differed  with  the  President  at  all,  the  difference 
was  not  worth  naming*  I  looked  with  anxiety  for 
friends  to  Mr.  White  every  where  through  our  State, 
and  I  never  was  able  to  put  my  finger  on  that  gentle- 
man's services.  But,  sir,  I  understand  the  gentleman  as 
giving  in  his  adhesion  now,  and  as  pledging  himself  in 
sdvance  lo  the  support  of  the  new  administration.  He 
wishes  to  know  if  any  man  wbo  possesses  the  feelings  of 
patriotum  can  oppose  the  measures  of  that  administra- 
tion before  he  knows  what  tbey  are.  Sir,  as  to  prioci- 
pies  and  measures,  I  shall  be  found  ever  supporting  the 
same  that  1  have  done  heretofore.  1  shall  not  turn  Iroa 
my  course,  and  leave  my  principles,  because  they  may 
or  may  not  be  advocated  and  sustained  by  any  President. 
But,  sir,  I  never  will  ratify  the  deed  of  succession.  I 
never  will  counteflance  an  act  which  nukes  the  nomina- 
tion of  a  successor  a  cabinet  measure,  and  issues  in  ad- 
vance a  veto  on  tbe  ballot-box.  But,  sir,  my  object  in 
rising  was  lo  notice  the  evidence  of  the  gentleman,  and 
to  get  a  little  more  out  of  him,  if  possible.  He  profes- 
ses ignorance  of  that  which  was  known  to  every  body  else 
in  Tennessee,  and,  to  strengthen  his  ignorance,  he  says 
that  the  President  authorized  htm  lo  come  here  and 
make  Ihe  denial  which  he  has  made.  Now,  in  the  Grst 
pUee,  1  wish  to  know  of  the  gentleman  when  this  deni- 
al was  madet  was  it  since  the  beginning  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress?   [  wish  the  gentleman  to  say  when. 

[Mr.  UoMEAp  rose,  and  said  he  did  not  intend  to  be 
catechised  in  this  style  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Pettoit{1 
but  as  to  the  time  when  the  President  made  the  denial 
to  him,  he  (Mr.  D.)  was  not  unwilling  to  give-bis  col- 
league whatever  information  he  might  dewre.  He 
would,  therefore,  say  that  he  (Mr.  D.)  bad  not  seen  the 
President  from  July  last  until  December!  he  had  never 
had  any  conversation  with  tbe  Prerident  in  relation  to 
the  tales  circulated  in  Tennessee  until  after  his  colleague 
(Mr.  p.]  bad  made  his  late  speech  on  the  resoliAion 
now  before  the  House.  In  reference  to.  this  speech, 
and  the  speech  made  by  the  Senator  from  I'ennessee, 
[Mr.  Wbitb,]  the  President  made  the  denial  which  be 
bad  repeated  ] 

Hr.  PixTos  resumed.  Just  as  I  expected,  Ur.  Speak- 
er. The  evidence  has  bMn  extracted  at  this  session  of 
CongrebS,  since  I  made  a  speech,  to  be  used  upon  tbb 
occasion.  Is  it  not  extraordinary,  while  the  gentleman 
is  bellowing  so  pathetically,  thundering  bis  sympathy  in- 
to the  very  stones  of  the  Capitol,  about  the  poor  sick 
President,  the  dying  President,  that  he  should  convict 
himself  of  twmenting  and  harassing  him  on  such  sub- 
jects? But,  sir,  this  ^ows  that  what  I  have  often  said 
IS  the  fact — that  nothing  transpires  here  but  it  te  im- 
mediately hissed  into  the  ears  of  ihe  President  by  some 
eaves-dropper,  some  penny-post  carrier  of  news,  from 
this  hall.  Sir,  tbey  know  the  President's  excitability; 
they  know  how  to  extract  frum  his  excited  feelings  de- 
nunciations broad,  denials,  general  and  special,  of  wbaU 
ever  was  said,  especially  in  the  ahape  in  which  they  pre- 
sent it  before  bimi  and  then  tbey  run  forth,  procluming 
to  the  world  tlut  they  are  authorized  by  the  old  Hero  to 
denounce  and  convict  the  object  of  their  attack  of  Alse- 
hood.  The  gentleman  says  he  will  not  be  catechised  by 
me.  How  dare  he  then  volunteer  himself  as  a  witness 
here  against  me?  No,  sir,  he  cannot  stand  op  and  an- 
swer met  if  he  were,  I  would  make  him  acknowledge 
that  tbe  Preaident  did  not  deny  what  I  atated  to  be 
true.  At  what  has  the  gentleman  taken  firef  At  tba 
chaise  that  the  Preaident  was  highly  excited  in  Tennea*  ■ 
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tep.  and  took  an  active  part  in  favor  or  Ur.  Van  Buren 
while-  theref  Ye^  air,  and  he  profeuei  to  bear  a  eom- 
misaion  rrom  the  Preddent  hiroaelf,  which  will  deatrajr 
all  that  I  ftlitetl  on  the  aubject.  Doea  he  pretrnd  that 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  of  America  authorised 
him  to  deny  what  1  related  aa  having  taken  place  at 
Jonesburough,  in  relation  to  bis  delence  of  Reaben 
Whitney' 

[Here  Mr.  DirKLir  iuquired  whether  bis  colleague 
wished  him  to  answer  him.] 

Mr.  Psmir.   No,  sir,  not  yet.  I  widi  the  gentif  man  - 
to  take  it  not  in  broken  dosei.  but  alt  together,  and  may 
be  it  wilt  operate  (he  better.    I  know  the  President 
made  no  siich  denial,  because  that  exhibition  waa  pub- 
lished in  (he  Van  Buren  press  of  Jonesborough.  Sec- 
ondly, did  he  commission  the  gentleman  to  come  here 
and  deny  that  he  charged  me  with  opposing  llie  appro- 
priation to  the  Cherokee  treaty?   1  know  not,  air,  what 
strongly  operating  cause  has  induced  this  evidence,  now 
voluntaered  in  thU  hall.    But.  sir,  I  know  that  no  man 
can  get  the  President  lo  forget  or  deny  that.  Thirdly, 
did  the  President  deny  that  he  cbaiged  the  gentleman 
fiom  Virginia  [Mr.  Wits]  with  being  a  liar,  at  Sparta, 
Tennessee?   Fourthly,  did  he  deny  saying  of  the  able, 
manly,  and  lucid  speech  of  my  colleague,  [Hr.  Fonis- 
TSB,]  at  the  same  place,  (hut  any  one  could  get  such  a 
speech  written  at  Washington  for  five  dollars'  Fifthly. 
Did  be  deny  saying  at  Mrs.  Saunders's,  in  Sumner  coun- 
ty, Tennessee,  that  my  colleague  [Colonel  Deli.]  told 
twenty  lies  in  one  speech,  and  knew  tbem  to  be  lies  at 
the  time,  and  that  I  was  a  greater  liar  than  BeW  No, 
sir,  the  gentleman  will  not,  he  dare  not,  aay  that  the 
President  denied  ooe  of  these  five  specifications,  going 
to  show  his  interference  in  the  election  while  he  was  in 
Tennenee.    Then  the  gentleman  baa  not,  1  perceive, 
got  «  earU  blme^  from  the  President  to  deny  any 
thing  and  every  thing  which  be  may  think  necessary. 
If  "he  denies  any  thing  which  I  have  said  upon  the  au- 
thority of  the  President,  I  demand  that  he  produce  a 
witness,  and  prove  that  the  President  told  him  so.    It  is 
not  surprising  that  the  President  should  have  forgotten 
a  part  of  what  took  place  in  Tennessee.'  I  wish  he 
could  forget  all  these  things— all  that  trantpired  while 
he  was  in  Tennessee.    I  envy  him  not  bis  office  who 
will  run  to  the  President,  harasa  htm  with  goading  re- 
flections,'^nd  then  draw  forth  ibe  hasty  declarations  of 
aiT  ezaspe^ed  man,  to  be  used  for  a  hidden  purpose. 
This  is  unaccountable,  unless  it  is  necessary  to  bolster 
up  a  political  summerset,  sbout  to  be  cut  in  the  fice  of 
a  fhiwntng  and  indignant  constituency.    Such  a  ownau- 
vre  could  not,  perhaps,  be  safely  made  without  the  ben- 
efit of  the  President's  name  to  give  it  sanction.  But, 
1HT,  \  votild  always  prefer  a  bold,  open,  honest,  rppu- 
nent'to  a  spy  in  (he  csmp.   These  doubtful,  hesitating, 
news-carrying  men  are  not  fit  for  these  iJmea,  and  the 
■  sooner  they  make  an  open  desertion  the  better.    Now  is 
„  the  time  for  men  to  come  upon  the  stage,  and  act  their 
partsi  high-minded  men,  who  love  liberty  more  (ban 
theydoguMf  who  love  office  less  than  they  do  boAor. 
Stiui  a  man,  in  a  good  cause,  has  nothing  to  fear.  My 
colleague,  [Mr.  Donlaf,]  it  would  seem,  only  wished  an 
opportunity  of  manifesting  bis  zeal  by  filling  (he  honora- 
ble office  of  trumpeter,  to  announce  the  Prealdenl's  deni- 
al in  this  House.    I  am  sorry  to  see  the  gentleman  fixing 
his  fancy  upon  office,  and  then  make  his  first  appear- 
anee  in  such  an  office  as  this.    If  the  gentleman  was  of- 
fended wttb  my  remarks,  why  go  to  tliePreiiident*  Why 
not  meet  me*   Why  drag  the  Prewdent  in,  and'attempt 
-to  fofce  an  iwue  between  him  and  myself?  Why  ny  that 
.'the  President  denied  the  whole,  and  then  say  he  will  not 
be  catechised  by  me?    I  say  that  the  President  hai  not 
denied  the  wholcj  he  has  only  denied,  according  to  the 
gentleman**  own  admission,  when  he  rose  to  aoawer  my 


queations,  two  specifications  nut  of  seven;  ni  tbc 
charge  of  interference  is  as  fully  made  out  by  (bote  frrs 
undented  and  undeni^le  ipecificati«mi^ai  itwoaUbe 
by  seven,  or  seventy.    And  yet  the  genttrmso  simbe 
is  authorized  to  contradict  the  whole  charge  u  bbe. 
Now,  sir,  with  alt  the  gentleman's  profeised  feelingt  ot 
regard  for  Mr.  White,  he  has  never  had  his  teuitirf 
neu  shocked  into  his  defence  upon  thii  floor.  Ob,  ut; 
he  has  been  unmored  while  deluges  of  esliBnyhm 
been  poured  upon  him  from  the  pre«i  and  the  bittniti 
of  executive  denunciation  have  been  levelled  at  hia 
IVom  the  day  of  his  announcement  as  a  candidate  for  the 
presidency.    And  now  this  same  dumb  supporter  oF  bii 
is  running  to  tbe  Prendent  for  evidence  lo  aasul  him 
as  the  propagator  of  falsehood.    He  a  friend  of  Hr. 
White!    When  and  how  baa  he  shown  it?  I  ibiak 
it  is  time  for^  these  insidious  assaults  upon  tbtt  m- 
endtle  man  to^ceaie.   All  bis  uiailants  tree  tbenelTti 
bdiind  the  President  before  tbey  take  their  sin  at  his. 
But  he  is  armed  too  strong  in  honesty.  TbeyhMewt 
the  power  to  tarnish  his  name,    lo  reference  to  tke 
coming  administration,  my  colleague  seema  to  be  quHt 
in  a  rage  that  any  one  should  think  of  any  tiung  but  pit- 
sire  obedience  and  non-resistance  to  it)  be  speaki  luidljr 
of  pure  measures,  not  yet  known  or  understood,  wl 
therefore  not  to  be  opposed.  1  myself  will  support  all  Ait 
is  pure  in  th*t  pure  adminiatration.    It  is  a  sorry  ijm 
ty,  to  be  sure.    But,  sir,  the  man  himself  is  "tainld 
with  original  sin,'*  as  wu  once  aaid  by  a  vwce  (I  vidii 
was  now  animate  and  here)  now  stilled  and  gone,  (Jofaii 
Randolpb'ii, )  and  the  people  hare  a  right  to  demand  u 
atonement  to  their  offended  majesty.    To  succeed  in  bo 
ambitious  views,  he  has  struck  a  deadly  blow  at  ihe  bil- 
lot-bosi  be  has  broken  down  the  sacred  guanmten  if 
liberty!  be  has  transferred  the  sovereign  pover  froni 
the  people  to  the  President,  which  President  be  & 
And  is  he  not  answerable  fur  this?    Are  not  Ibese  princi- 
ples incompatible  with  freedom?    What  atonementcu 
be  make  but  to  give  back  into  the  hands  of  Ibe  people 
their  violated  rights,  their  lost  privileges,  (heii  ascint 
sovereignty  and  freedom  of  elections.'   Nothing  biU  M 
and  complete  restoration)  nothing  short  of  tbe  eatire  ra- 
zing to  its  foundation  bia  caucus  system,  his  excculiie 
patronage  system,  his  bribery  ayatem,  his  whole  No 
Tork  system,  will  ever  be  an  atonement  for  wbat  be  ttu 
already  done. 

The  gentleman  speaks  of  those  pure  measure:!  stuck 
are  yet  to  come,  as  though  tbey  would  sanctify  kll  ihit  ii 
past.  Can  he,  can  any  man,  do  as  much  public  gwdia 
four  years,  ay.  In  a  lifetime,  as  he  baa  done  hara^  is  lb 
maoner,-tbe  meana  by  which  lie  baa  ascended  to  pow 
Is  be  to  say  to  the  American  people,  *'I  will  luttm 
an  excellent  mastert  here  is  a  new  blanket,  and  1  ^ 
now  expect  that  you  behave  like  good,  obedient iliTtt: 
No  murmuring,  no  clamor  about  who  is  master,  tbnifii 
as  that  would  be  factious.  Sir,  look  at  his  ayatem,  im 
see  to  what  it  has  already  brought  the  country.  Kuhe 
not  directly  or  ind'reclly  tempted  every  man  ia  tbt 
country  wtio  is  looked  upon  as  in  his  way  ?  Sir,  the  lo; 
man  who  is  so  insidiously  struck  at  by  the  gentkaic 
(Mr.  White)  was  approached,  and  1  know  it.  Hisin* 
that  the  bribe  was  nut  offered  directly,  and  waiofTenflrt 
to  him.  The  proposition  was  made  to  bis  friend*  inux 
mildest  form,  and  the  smoothest  snd  most  coaxin;  ioati. 
"  Now,  is  it  not  better  to  adjust  Ibis  matter?  WoiiM  a* 
Mr.  White  be  satisfied  with  tbe  vice  presidency?  Wow 
be  nol  like  to  retire  to  a  seat  on  Ihe  supreme  ben^ 
station  for  which  he  is  so  well  qualified— with  so  bUN- 
some  a  salary,  and  ibat  for  life  too?"  No,  sir!  ill 
offices  and  all  your  money  would  not  shake  the  firitna' 
or  tempt  the  virtue  of  that  man.  But,  air,  all  attniit 
not  armed  so  strong  In  honesty — all  men  are  not  atedts 
with  hia  Roman  firmneis  a^inst  sucb  temptatioM.  Ib" 
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office  wubMtowed,  upon  what  eonditwu  I  will  not  uy, 
upon  another.  And»  Ar,  the  tUrd  office  in  the  Gorem- 
ment,  the  chair  which  you  occupy,  wm,  in  the  same 
perwative,  eoaxinfr  manner,  offered  to  my  friend  and 
colleague,  [Mr.  Bii-t.,]  upon  condition  that  he  would  kII 
himseir,  abandon  friendi  whom  he  loved,  nrinciplea 
which  he  beliered  were  Identified  with  the  deareu  in- 
tereat  of  hb  country,  and  join  a  pany  in  whoae  princi- 
ples and  political  honesty  he  Iwd  no  confidence.  But, 
no,  sir,  he  spumed  it!  All  men  are  not  so  strongly  for- 
tified sgsinst  temptations  as  he  was.  And  now  those 
who  have  never  had  office,  who  would  not  accept  it  on  the 
only  terms  upon  which  office  is  bestowed  in  these  days, 
are  traitors  who  are  looking  solely  to  self-aggrandize- 
ment, while  they  who  have  sold  themselves  for  those 
places  which  they  fill  before  our  eyes  are  the  pure,  un- 
■taincd  patriots! 

My  colleague  pretends  great  love  for  Mr.  White. 
Why,  then,  hu  he  never  raised  that  Toice  which  we 
have  so  distinctly  besrd  here  to-day,  in  his  defence  7 

But,  sir,  my  only  purpose  in  rising  was  to  put  my  col- 
league en  liid  arnwert  he,  however,  has  declined  answer- 
ing my  qnestiofls,  and  I  therefore  charge  him  with  ad- 
nitting  all  that  1  have  stated  to  be  true.  Ai  to  any  part 
of  what  I  stated  having  been  fofgotten,  or  denied  by  the 
President,  it  will  not  be  considered  remarkable  by  any 
one  that  he  should  have  foi^otten  any  particular  trans- 
action or  remark,  when  they  know  that  so  treacherous 
wu  bis  memory,  that,  notwilhslanding  the  proof  posi- 
tive, the  Globe  itself,  was  laid  before  him  at  Knozville, 
showing  hb  mistake  in  relation  to  my  course  on  the 
Cherokee  appropriation,  yet,  ten  miles  further  on  his 
road,  he  repeated  the  sane  charge.  And  now,  sir, 
these  gentlemen  go  to  bim  on  bis  dying  bed,  as  tbe^ 
say,  feeble  and  worn  down  by  disease,  and  extract  evi- 
dence from  him  of  what  passed  in  Tennessee,  and  bring 
It  here  to  be  used  against  those  who  did  not,  and  who 
will  not,  obey  orders  with  regard  to  the  successor.  Such 
aUtements  do  not  satisfy  mei  1  demand  a  witness  to  the 
conversationt  I  want  proof  of  what  the  President  does 
and  wliat  he  does  not  deny. 

Ur.  DUNLAP  said  be  had  but  performed  a  duly  in 
saying  what  be  had,  and.  If  be  bad  not.done  it,  he  would 
have  been  unworthy  to  be  the  Representative  of  the  thir- 
teenth congresnonal  district  in  Tennesseet  that  he  per- 
formed his  duty  without  regard  of  eonsequencee^to  him- 
self. He  did  not  conceive  that  bis  colleague  had  any 
right  to  complain  of  bis  course,  as  be  was  but  answer- 
ing ebargea  that  bad  been  made  igainst  the  President; 
aiu  if  they  were  untrue,  bis  colleague  should  hsve  been 
gratified  to  learn  that  the  President  was  not  )tuilty  of  the 
charges  tlyt  had  been  imputed  to  him.  Mr.  D.  said  that 
his  colleague  [Hr.  PsxToa]  had  not  |;i*en  bis  statement 
of  what  the  President  should  have  said  as  beinfr  made  to 
him,  but  to  others,  and  by  them  communicated  to  him. 
Mr.  D.said  it  was  but  due  to  his  two  col^rsgues  [Messrs, 
SaiBU>s  and  Huhtsm ah]  that  he  should  have  made  the 
statement  be  did.  Mr.  D.  said  be  had  called  to  see  the 
present  in  his  sick  room,  and  the  Prerident  spoke  to 
him  of  the  charges  his  enemies  bad  made  agsinst  him, 
and  the  eff'orts  they  were  making  to  alienate  his  friends 
from  him,  and  then  mentioned  what  my  collesgue  had 
charged  him  with  saying  about  my  other  two  CQllesgues, 
and  the  president  nid  he  bad  never  made  use  of  any 
stich  expressions  about  either  of  Ihem;  that  the  state* 
ment  was  hUe.  Mr.  D.  said  the  gentleman  Irom  South 
Carolina  had  taken  the  facts  stated  by  my  colleague  as 
undeniably  truet  and  if  be  had  remained  silent,  and  let 
tbe  speech  of  the  gentleman  have  gone  to  the  country 
■a  true,  he  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of 
duty,  not  only  to  the  Executive,  but  to  his  country,  for 
which  his  constituents  would  never  have  forgiven  him. 
Mr.  D.  said  he  had  done  bis  duty,  and  would  do  it  again 


under  similar  circumstances,  disregarding  tbe  conse- 
quences to  himself. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  then  obtained  the  fioort  and  the 
House  adjourned  without  taking  any  question. 

WBsnzsnaT,  JaNvaxT  4. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Hi'.  C.  ALLAN  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution : 

Whereas  Congress  has  heretofore  made  donations  of 
the  public  lends  for  the  purpose  of  internal  inprovement 
and  education — 
To  the  Slate  of  Ohio,       •       -   1,737.838  acres. 

Indiana,  .  .  1.013,593 
Illinois.  .  .  1.712,315 
Missouri  -  •  l.ISl,248 
Miasissippi,  -  753,344 

Alabama,  .  -  1,316,450 
Louisisna,  •  930.053 

Territory  of  Michigan,   -        -  599,973 
Arkansss,  -  99d,338 

Fiorids.     -        .  947.734 

in  the  aggregate  amounting  to  eleven  million  fifty-seven 
tbousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres: 

And  whereas  each  of  the  United  SIstes  has  an  equal 
right  to  participate  in  the  bent  fit  of  the  public  lands, 
tlie  common  property  of  tbe  Union; 

And  every  wise  and  good  American  having  sgreed  in 
the  opinion  that  the  cause  of  general  education  is  indls- 
solubly  identified  with  the  cause  of  general  liberty: 

Therefore,  to  do  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all  the 
States,  to  aid  in  diffusing  among  the  rising  generation 
intelligence  enough  to  comprehend  and  spirit  enough 
to  drfend  their  rights,  and  thiis  to  elevate  the  national 
chameter  and  insure  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institu- 
tions— 

Be  ii  molved.  That  a  select  committee  of  one  member 
from  each  State  be  appointed,  whose  duly  it  ahali  be  to 
inquire  into  tlie  justice  and  expediency  of  making  to 
each  of  the  thirteen  original  American  States,  together 
with  eaieh  of  the  Slates  of  Vermont,  Maine,  Kentucky, 
and  Tennessee,  such  grants  of  the  public  lands,  for  the 
purposes  of  education,  as  will  coTre8pond.in  ajust  pro- 
portion with  those  heretofore  made  in  fsvoeorihe  first- 
named  States  and  Territories,  and  that  sain  committee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  But,  to  avoid 
tbe  objection  of  one  Sttte  holding  land  in  another,  the 
committee  is  directed  to  Insert  a  clause  in  (he  bill  which 
thry  may  report,  providing  that  the  grants  to  be  made 
thereby  riiali  be  subject  to  sale  under  the  laws  of  the 
General  Government  now  In  force,  and  that  the  proceeds, 
arising  there  from  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  States  entilled  - 
to  the  same. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Halne,  moved  to  amend  the  resolutioh 
by  striking  out  the  words  "select  committee,  to  consist 
of  one  member  from  each  State,**  and  insert  **  tbe  Com. 
mittee  on  Public  Lands." 

Mr  C.  ALLAN  said  he  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail,  because  it  would  be  perceived  that  the  dut/. 
imposed  on  the  committee  was  one  which  did  not  prop- 
erly f»ll  within  the  class  of  duties  assigned  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  But  there  was  another  reason. 
Thai  committee,  he  believed,  consisted  of  a  majority  of 
members  from  the  new  States,  in  whose  favor  these 
grants  had  heretofore  been  made.  He  submitted  to  the 
justice  and  impartiality  of  the  House  whether  it  was  falir 
to  submit  a  proposition  which  had  for  its  object  to  da. 
equal  and  exact  justice  to  the  twenty-six  American 
States  to  a  committee  composed  of  a  majority  of  mem- 
bers from  the  new  States.  He  (Mr.  A-)  had  rejoiced 
that  these  grants  bad  been  made  to  the  new  States}  and 
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it  wu  not  from  iny  vint  of  friendship  to  ihe  new  Statn 
Ibat  be  opposed  the  amendment.  Hr.  A.  ssid  he  did 
not  distrust  the  itnpartislity  or  ability  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Landsj  but  u  the  subject  was  one  in  which  all 
the  States  were  deeply  and  rilally  interested,  be  thought 
it  should  ICO  to  Nch  a  eonmUtee  as  he  htd  proposed. 
Mr.  HALL  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  did  not  rise  to  diieuM  the  quea* 
tion,  as  it  would  be  premature  at  this  sta^  of  the  pro- 
ceedings) but  he  rose  to  express  his  astoniriiment  at  the 
propfMition  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Hr.  Allah.]  Sir,  said  Mr.  D.,  the  proposition  ts  one 
carrying  with  it  palpable  and  gross  injustice  to  the  new 
Sutes.  To  prore  this  fact,  it  is  but  necemary  to  refer 
to  the  ratio  by  which  the  surplui  revenue  it  distributedi 
in  addition  to  the  thousands  and  millions  eipended  io  the 
old  States  upon  furtifications,  ships  of  war,  ciistom- 
housefi,  and  a  tliousand  other  public  works,  they  receive , 
by  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  a  very  large  amount  over 
and  above  what  (heir  population  would  entitle  them  to; 
take  for  example*  aaid  Hr.  D-,  those  States  whose 
representation  oo  ibii  floor  would  not  be  sustained,  if 
the  ratio  of  1830  was  now  applied;  and  yet  at  tins  very 
moment  the  State  of  Indiana,  under  the  same  ratio,  is 
entitled  to  fifteen  or  sixteen  Kepresentatives;  and  yet, 
forsooth,  the  gentleman  is  desirous  that  Ihe  old  States 
shall  hive  (he  power  to  put  their  fingers  into  Ihe  Treas- 
ury, and  take  therefrom  an  additional  quantum  of  that 
revenue  which  is  principally  acquired  by  Ihe  labor  and 
enterprise  of  the  new  States. 

Hr.  O.  bad  honed  belter  things  from  the  gcntlemtnt 
he  had  ho|>ed  ttiat  the  gentleman'a  knowledge  of  the 
privations  mcident  to  the  settlement  of  the  new  Statee 
would  not  have  urged  him  to  impose  this  additional  re- 
quirement upon  a  people  already  most  unjustly  taxed. 
Sir,  aaid  Hr.  D.,  if  the  old  States  possess  the  power  thus 
to  infringe  upon  the  rights  ot  the  West,  to  wring  from 
that  onpresied  portion  of  your  country  the  proceeds  of 
their  nbor,  and  are  determined  to  carry  out  the  princi- 
ple bf  such  ui^ust  exactions,  I  shall  not  be  surprised 
soon  to  sec  our  private  lands,  if  not  our  personal  prop- 
erty, made  the  source  of  additional  revenue,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  old  Slates. 

The  gentleman  has  appealed  to  the  justice  and  mag. 
nanimily  of  the  members  of  the  new  States  in  submitling 
this  proposition.  Sir,  aaid  Hr.  U.,  that  word  jiutiu  is 
entirely  a  relative  term}  and  if  liia  propoMtion  carries 
with  it  Justice  in  his  estimation,  it  ia  tbc  KirthesI  imagi- 
nable from  being  justice  in  my  view  of  the  subject.  Sir, 
the  (^d  Stairs,  jointly*  have  already  been  ruling  us  with 
a  rod  of  iron  upon  this  subject,  and  we  have  little  hope 
that  our  condition  would  be  bettered  by  their  disjointed 
control.  I  ardently  hope  that  the  proposition  may  not 
obtain  even  a  reference.  For  my  own  part,  1  am  prepared 
to  vote  against  it  now  and  to  all  future  time.  Hr.  1>.  con- 
cluded by  moving  to  lay  the  propoution  on  the  tablet 
but  withdrew  it  at  tlie  request  of 

Mr.  VINTON,  who  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  the  following; 

Itesohed,  That  said  committee  be  further  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  inserting  a  clause  in 
ftaid  bill  to  pay  said  new  Slatea  the  value  of  the  improve- 
jnenta  made  by  them  on  the  public  lands,  or  to  pay 
to  them  the  amount  the '  public  landa  would  have 
been  assessed  for  taxes,  if  ihey  hsd  been  private  prop- 
erly. 

Mr.  V.  said  he  ^ould  interpose  no  objection  to 
making  the  inquiry  proposed  by  the  resolution;  but,  ss 
one  of  the  Representatives  of  one  of  the  Slates  excepted  , 
from  (he  benefit  of  the  resolution,  be  could  not  consent 
that  the  impression  should  exist,  here  or  eUewhere, 
(which  the  reaohition  was  Cilculated  to  nuke,)  that  the 
grants  of  bod  made  to  thote  State*  were  gratultici. 


The  resolution  is  predicated  upon  the  assumption  that 
such  is  the  eharaeter  of  those  grants,  and  that,  on  the 
principles  of  distributive  justice,  the  other  Stales  ought 
to  receive  equivalent  grants,  in  which  (he  new  Stales 
should  not  psrticipale.  Tboae  cessions  of  land  weic  act 
donations)  bat  tbey  were  grants  nadr,  for  the  meat  part, 
'under  eompacts  with  thoae  States,  in  whidi  the  Uailed 
States  obtained  a  full  equivalent,  and,  in  eome  casn^ 
perhaps  more  than  a  Htr  equivalent.  The  State  of  Ohto^ 
at  the  time  of  her  admission  into  the  Union,  obtained  bj 
compact  with  the  United  States  a  portion  of  the  public 
lands  within  her  territory  for  the  support  of  schools,  and 
a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  «f  those  lands  fiir 
internal  improvements)  and,  in  cmiaideretion  thereof 
the  State  o£.  Ohm  obligated  herself  to  forego  taxatiaa 
upon  those  lands  while  they  remained  the  property  of 
the  United  S(a(es,  and  fur  five  yean  after  sale;  thus 
throwing  the  support  of  the  State  Government,  and  the 
heavy  btlrden  of  making  roads  through  the  public  land^ 
upon  the  proprietors  of  private  properly.  One  fact  is 
perfectly  eoncluMve  against  the  idea  that  these  (ranutu 
that  Stale  were  regarded  by  cither  party  as  a  donation. 
Tbe  act  of  Congress  authorizing  that  Stale  to  call  a  cm. 
venlion  and  form  a  State  constitution  propoaed  to  tic 
convention  certain  grants  as  a  compenalioii  ftH-  tbe  sur- 
render by  the  State  of  the  taxing  power  over  the  public 
lands  for  five  years  after  sale.  The  convention  wjected 
the  proposition  of  Congress,  and  propoaed,  aa  the  coq' 
dition  of  thia  surrender,  other  and  greater  grants  by 
Congressi  which  proposition  of  the  convention  was  si^ 
sequently  accepted  by  act  of  Congress.  The  compact 
made  with  Ohio  led  the  way  for  the  eompacu  with  the 
other  new  Siatea  aince  admitted,  and,  in  moat  of  them, 
has  been  the  baaia  of  their  arrangements  with  the  United 
States.  Let  me  advert  to  the  practical  operatirn  of  tbia 
arrangement.  When  these  States  were  admitted,  per- 
haps nine  tenths  of  the  public  bind  in  each  of  ihcm  re> 
mained  to  be  sold.  Roaoa  onist  he  laade  in  the  eoanlry, 
almost  wholly  a  wilderness^  from  seltlemenl  to  tetik- 
ment;  and  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  road,  in  most 
cases  by  far  tlie  greater  part  of  it  would  pass  ovrr  the 
land  of  the  Government.  Under  ibis  arrangemeni,  tbe 
land  of  the  public  contributed  nolbingt  tbe  «'hole  ex- 
pense was  borne  by  taxation  of  private  property,  tbe 
proprietors  of  wbioh  were  thus  placed  under  the  neces- 
sity of  making  roads  not  only  through  their  own  lands, 
but  through  the  lands  of  the  public  also.  The  aaoaey 
thus  expended  in  making  roads  through  the  ptsUic  lands 
gave  thein  an  immediate  valur,  so  soon  as  tbe  road  was 
opened,  which  they  did  not  possess  before,  and  was  al- 
most always  sure  to  make  a  ready  market  for  theaa.  Ia 
making  these  improvements,  the  citizens  irf  the  State 
have  been  subjected  to  very  heavy  and  oppressive  taxa- 
tion. These  are  (he  burdens  the  people  of  the  new 
S(ates  have  imposed  on  themselves,  and  theae  are  tbe 
benefiu  llie  Un  ted  Sutes  have  derived  from  these  bur- 
dens, no  part  of  which,  as  the  great  landed  proprietary 
of  the  country,  have  (bey  borne.  If  the  propoaition  Of 
(he  gentleman  from  Kentucky  prevail,  have  not  the  new 
Slates  a  right  to  insist  (hat  Kentucky  and  the  other  States 
who  are  thus  placed  on  a  footing  with  them  shall  give 
an  equivalent  for  it  equal  to  (bat  which  they  Uiemaelves 
have  paid?  With  what  truth  or  Justice  can  it  be  wd 
that  grants  made  by  you,  to  pureliMe  an  exenptum  rrom 
taxation,  which  imposed  on  the  graolcea  the  necearity  of 
improving  your  property  free  of  chaifre  toyou,uid  froa 
which  yoa  have  derived  great  benefit,  was  a  mere  gra- 
tuity and  favor  to  the  grantees?  Again,  1  ask,  if  other 
States  come  in  for  tbe  grants,  should  tbey  not  also  get 
them  by  compact  and  upon  payment  of  a  like  or  equal 
consideration? 

llie  United  States  rir,  hare  been  gainers  by  all  the 
grants  tbey  hive  made  to  the  nev  Statea.   Tbey  tiar* 
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been  mtde  on  the  principle  of  tdnncing  their  own  In- 
lercBt,  >s  the  great  nml  proprietor  of  the  country.  In 
itiustntion  of  their  policy  and  operation,  the  granti 
made  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  aid  in  conatructing  her  ca- 
nals between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio»  may  be  cited  as 
examples.  Upon  the  line  of  what  we  call  oar  Lake  Erie 
and  Ohio  oanalt  there  was  a  considerable  quantity  of 
luid  remaining  uoiold.  It  had  been  in  market  twenty 
or  thirty  ycant  vaa  conadered  refufe  land,  and  might 
not,  without  this  tmprorement,  have  found  a  purchaser 
for  another  quarter  of  a  century.  You  made  a  grant  of 
land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  work,  and  when 
the  State  had  decided  on  executing  it,  your  refuse  lands 
were  purchased  up  almost  in  a  day.  With  what  justice 
can  you  elun  the  right  to  profit  by  the  labor,  the  enter- 
priie,  and  the  capita)  of  others,  and  contribute  nothing 
yoursell?  Will  aimihir  grants  to  the  old  States  enhance 
the  raloe  of  the  public  damainf  But,  sir,  in  making 
this  grant  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  you  did  not  content 
youraelf  with  taking  the  advance  of  your  property  as  a 
compensation  for  what  was  given.  Tou  did  more,  sir) 
you  imposed  upon  the  Stale  a  perpetual  obligation  to 
transport  upon  her  canals,  free  of  tolls,  in  all  time  to 
come,  the  troops,  provisHMis,  maDitions  of  wai>  and  oth- 
er property  of  the  United  States. 

This  is  a  privilege  which  the  United  States  will  always 
have  some  occasion  to  use  in  time  of  peace;  but,  in  the 
event  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  geographical  rela- 
tion of  those  canals  to  what  must  be  the  great  theatre  of 
the  war  would  render  this  privilege  of  incalculable  value 
to  the  United  States  who,  without  it,  would  pay  tolls  by 
thousands  upon  tens  of  thottaands.  What  equivalent 
privilege  will  the  old  States  confer  on  the  United  States 
for  a  similar  grant.'  And,  if  they  give  none,  tl)en,  in  all 
"  ftirness,  ought  not  the  State  of  Ohio  to  be  exonerated  i 
from  this  onerous  obligation  F 

To  the  other  great  line  of  canal  from  the  Ohio,  at  Cin- 
cinnati, to  the  Maumee  bay,  on  Lake  Erie,  you  made  a 
^euit  in  a  somewhat  different  form,  but  the  same  in  ob- 
ject and  principle)  that  ia  to  say,  to  advance  your  own 
interest.  This  canal,  for  a  great  portion  of  its  distance, 
runs  through  what  was  then  a  solitary  wildemes«,  ronote 
from  settlement.  It  was  in  market,  but  could  find  no 
purchasers  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter.  Before  even  the 
State  had  passed  a  law  to  make  a  canal  through  this  wil- 
derness, you  made  to  the  State  a  conditional  grant  of  the 
alternate  section  for  live  miles  on  each  nde  M  the  route 
of  the  canal,  as  far  aa  the  Government  owned  the  land, 
on  condition  the  State  would  mike  the  work  in  a  speci- 
fied length  of  time,  and  would  grant  to  the  United  States 
■  perpetual  exemption  of  all  toll  on  the  whole  line  of 
the  canal.  But  you  did  not  stop  here.  You  withdrew 
the  other  alternate  section  from  market,  and  declared  it 
should  be  exposed  again  at  public  auction,  and  that  it 
■hould  not  be  sold  either  at  public  or  private  sale  for 
lea*  than  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  aeref  thus  pnn 
Tiding  that,  in  any  event,  the  half  reserved  should  not 
be  sold  fnr  less  money  than  yoa  were  before  ofTering  the 
whole  at,  and,  at  the  same  time,  securing  to  yourself 
the  chance  of  a  speculation  even  beyond  that  at  the  auc- 
tion 'sale.  Allured  by  this  propoution,  the  State  has  un- 
dertaken to  make  that  canal,  and,  in  consequence  of  it, 
those  lands,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  will  bring  to  the 
Goremment,  on  an  average,  from  six  to  ten  dollars  per 
acre.  Tou  have  made  a  bargain  with  the  Slate  that  is  a 
good  speculation,  and  will  give  you  dotible  the  money 
you  would  otherwise  have  realized  from  the  whole  of 
your  property. 

Now,  sir,  this  grant  to  the  SUte  of  Ohio  lays  no  just 
foundation  for  a  claim  to  grantatothe  elder  States  ol  the 
Union.  The  grants  to  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  to  the  other 
new  States,  were  made  upon  similar  considerations,  and 
their  history  is  subsUntially  the  same  as  that.of  the  State 


of  Ohio.  If,  therefore,  grants  are  to  be  made  to  the  oU 
StatcF,  fureducation  and  internal  improvements,  to  which 
1  have  no  objection,  I  shall  claim,  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives  of  the  new  States,  similar  granta  for  them  also. 
I  cannot  consent  that  they  shall  be  excluded.  I  hare 
been  prompted  to  say  what  I  have  now  aaid,  that  an  im- 
pression might  not  obtain  any  where,  even  For  a  mo- 
ment, that  for  the  gnnii  made  to  the  new  States  the 
United  States  have  not  received  the  benefit  of  a  full  and 
fair  consideration. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  replied  briefly  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
ViHTOv,  and  expressed  his  belief  that  when  the  subject 
came  to  be  thoroughly  examined,  it  would  be  found  that 
all  the  reasons  which  had  been  ^ven  for  granting  lands 
to  the  new  Stales,  in  preference  to  the  old,  would  be 
found  sophistical.  He  wished  for  the  opportunity  to 
make  the  investigation)  and  if  Ae  committee  were  unable 
to  satisfy  the  nation  that  the  measure  was  just,  let  it  be 
put  down.  He  regretted,  however,  to  see  the  members 
from  the  new  States  opposing  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  had  not  objected  to  the  inquiry 
itself,  but  had,  on  the  contrary,  expressly  avowed  him- 
self favorable  to  it,  if  the  new  States  were  embraced. 

Mr.  G.ALLAN  said  that  if  it  should  be  found  that 
the  new  Statea  were  entitled  to  any  special  privileges, 
he  was  willing  to  allow  them.  But  lie  wished  first  to 
have  the  report  of  a  committee,  and  he  would  then  reply 
in  full  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Hr. 

VlKTOS.] 

Mr.  BKIGG3  expressed  astonishment  at  the  opposi- 
tion the  reeohition  had  received,  and  at  the  alarm  which 
a  mere  proposition  for  inquiry  seemed  to  have  raised  in 
the  minds  of  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  VtaTOv,] 
and  Indiana,  [Hr.  Davis.]  The  internal  improvements 
which  had  been  referred  to  had  been  made  for  the  bene, 
fit  of  the  people  residing  in  those  Slates,  and  they  had 
no  cause  of  complaint  because  they  could  not  make  the 
Government  pay  for  them.  The  proposition  was  one  of 
justice  and  of  right,  and  he  hoped  this  House  would 
adopt  it. 

Mr.  PARKER  was  surprised  that  a  proposition  involv- 
ing the  rights  of  the  people  of  this  Union,  and  not  incon- 
aistent  with  the  rights  of  any  portion  of  them,  should 
have  created  so  much  sensation.  He  thanked  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  for  the  introduction  of  the  reso- 
lution. Was  it  any  injustice  to  the  new  States,  who  have 
received  these  lands,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
extending  the  grants  to  the  States  to  which  they  had  not 
heretofore  been  extended'  The  public  lands  were  the 
common  property  of  the  people  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  were  supposed  to  be  applied  for  the  common  bene- 
fit of  all. 

Hr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  contended  that  these 
grants  to  the  new  States  had  been  made  as  a  considera- 
tion for  exemption  from  taxation  of  the  public  lands  ly. 
ing  within  these  States  for  the  term  of  five  years.  He 
hu  no  objection  to  the  resolution  going  to  a  committee, 
but  he  thought  that,  in  its  present  form,  it  waa  directed 
only  to  a  partial  inquiry;  and  he  moved  to  amend  it  by 
extending  the  proviaions  of  the  resolutions  to  all  the 
States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  accepted  the  modification- 
Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  adding  as  follows: 

"  And  provided  that  no  such  grantshal)  interfere  with, 
,  or  be  located  on,  the  claim  or  improvement  of  anyaetiul 
settler  on  the  public  lands." 

In  support  of  thia  amendment,  Mr.  C-  said,  it 
waa  no  longer  tO'  be  disguised — and  however  other 
gentlemen  might  feel,  there  was  nothing  more  humilia. 
ting  or  painful  to  him — that  the  applicstions  of  the  set- 
tlers on  the  public  domain  were  too  often  received  with 
indifference,  almost  amounting  to  contempt.  Every  day. 
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sir,  we  see  and  feel  on  thit  floor  the  deleterious  influence 
of  sectional  prejudice  and  power.  Let  an  application 
come  here  Trum  any  ottier  quarter  for  relief*  for  sufler- 
ing  by  fire,  for  pensionn,  for  erecting  cuatom  housei, 
and  ioiprovinK  harbors;  let  a  f^ntleuHui  rrooi  Maryland 
[Mr.  JsBiriK]  present  on  one  day,  from  one  worn-out 
district,  thirty  pelitioni  for  obsolete  elaimtt  or  let  gen- 
tlemen from  Kentucky  ask  for  heavy  appropriations  to 
coostniet  lurnpikea  at  Haysville,  and  canals  at  Louis- 
ville; let  a  demand  come  here  for  damages  in  any  shape, 
and  a  poarerful  organized  interest  springs  up  tu  support 
it.  But  whea  a  whole  community  of  men  in  the  West — 
the  bone  and  imucle  of  the  eounliy— come  fivward  and 
ask  leave  to  secure  the  homes  wrought  out  of  the  wil- 
demeas  by  their  own  hands,  you  not  Mily  refuse  their 
prayer — not  only  add  insult  to  injury — but  there  are 
those  here,  and  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  who 
sneer  at  their  sufTeriogs,  and  ridicule  their  condition. 

Sir,  it  is  til  that  this  aliould  end.  The  time  has  come-.- 
long  indeed  in  its  approaoh,  but  is  here  at  length—wben 
(he  representatives  of  this  injured  ctus  of  the  Ameriean 
people  are  requir^tf  by  them  to  take  a  decided  stand. 
However  gentlemen,  nursed  on  the  lap  of  luxury,  and 
accustomed  to  the  refinements  of  metropolitan  life,  may 
feel,  the  lime  lias  come  when  we  ahall  at  least  demand 
some  reparation  of  our  wrongs.  It  is  well  known  that 
there  are  in  this  House  contending  interests)  there  are 
at  this  very  session  questions  of  grave  importance  to 
every  section  of  the  Union  to  be  arranged;  and  in  the 
balancing  of  these  interest^  and  the  adjustment  of  these 
questions,  the  setilera  on  the  public  lands  must  not  be 
forgotten.  For  myself,  though  the  humblest  representa- 
tive of  that  great  interest,  I  freely  avow  that  I  shall  re- 
luctantly vole  one  dollar  of  the  public  money  fur  any 
purpose  whatever,  until  some  measures  have  been  adopt- 
ed for  those  whose  strong  and  preasing  elaims  have  been 
too  long  postponed.  Your  custom-houses  may  remain 
unbuilti  your  magnificent  hatHiors  be  unimproved)  your 
princely  merchants  may  complain  of  duties;  your  Patent 
Ofliee  never  rise  from  its  mouldering  bed;  but,  so  far  as 
my  estimate  of  right  and  wrong  will  suitain  me,  I  will 
question  the  propriety  of  any  appropriation,  unless  some 
relief  be  extended  to  us. 

Sir,  I  make  a  sincere  and  solemn  appeal  to  my  politi- 
cal friends  in  this  House,  where  it  ia  well  known  we 
have  a  controlling  majority.  If  there  be  any  clasa  of  men 
who  have  supported  their  measures;  who  have  made  ex- 
ertions snd  sacrifices  for  the  democratic  cause;  who  have 
adhered  to  their  principles,  and  to  this  administration, 
unseduced  and  unterrified  by  the  wealth,  and  talent,  and 
power,  of  the  opposition;  who  have  stood  firm  amid  suc« 
cessive  panics,  and  even  under  the  effects  of  the  late  un- 
called for  Treasury  order  have  ascribed  to  those  from 
whom  it  emanated  none  but  patriotic  motives)  if  there  be 
any  auch,  it  is  the  settlers  on  the  public  domain.  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  State  of  Mississippi  has  recently  voted  for 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  a  gentleman  not  "peraonally  known  to 
fiAy  of  .its  citizens,  againat  a  distinguished  neighbor 
(Judge  White)  well  known  to  two  thirds  of  our  popula- 
tion. We  voted  for  Mr.  Van  Buren  because  we  had  full 
confidence  in  his  ability,  patriotiam,  and.  freedom  from 
all  geographical  prejudices)  because  we  believed,  from 
the  wlwle  tenor  of  his  public  lile,  he  would  pursue  a  lib- 
eral and  just  course  in  relation  tu  the  public  lands;  and 
that,  in  such  event,  his  high  and  elevated  character,  and 
the  general  trust  reposed  by  the  people  in  his  views, 
would  enable  him  more  effectually  than  either  of  his 
competitors  to  promote  our  great  object,  the  reduction 
of  the  price  of  public  lands,  or  aometbing  equivalent 
thereto.  We  preferred  Mr.  Van  Buren  because  he 
might  be  favorably  compared  with  either  of  hia  oppo- 
nents for  talents  and  public  services)  because  one  of 
them  (Hr.  Webster)  was  decidedly  unfriendly  lo  titles 
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founded  upon  occupancy  and  cultivation;  because  an- 
other (General  Harrison)  was  in  favor  of  applying  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  land  to  the  emancipatto*  mud  col- 
onisation uf  oar  uares)  sod  because  the  greet  ansa  of  the 
friends  of  the  other  (Judge  White)  had  anifonnly  op- 
posed every  effort  to  obtain  a  system  of  pre-etnptioo  and 
graduation  laws.  I  recognise  no  stronger  opponents  of 
these  salutsrjr  measures  than  the  friends  of  Judge  White 
in  Maryland,  Virginia,  Georgia,  and  the  CaroliRSa. 
These,  sir,  are  some  of  tbe  reaaona  that  established  our 
preference  for  Mr.  Van  Buren;  reasons  as  disaatercated 
as  ever  operated  upon  any  other  eommuaity,  and  aot,  as 
the  gentlenuto  from  Yiriginta  [Mr.  ReanTSOv]  would  m 
sinuate,  nercenary  and  selftsb  in  their  eharseter. 

Mr>  Speaker,  mine  is  not  tbe  language  of  menace  or 
disrespect.  1  speak  in  the  spirit  of  con6dencp,  of  abi- 
ding confidence,  in  the  majority,  and  with  a  frankness 
not  often  addressed  to  men  tn  power.  We  have  \on^ 
submitted  to  injustice;  we  have  acquiesced,  time  afker 
time,  and  administration  afler  adnainistratton,  in  the  ne- 
cessity that  seemed  lo  compel  a  postponement  of  oar 
rightit.and  now,  when  every  political  connderatioa  war- 
ranU  a  speedy  redreas,  when  the  party  always  profiesiii^ 
lo  be  friendly  to  our  cause  have  majorities  in  boib 
Houses  of  Congress;  professions,  too,  that  have  enabled 
us  for  years  to  sustain  ouraelvesi  1  repeat,  sir,  that  we 
have  good  reason  to  expect  relief. 

Sir,  1  have  frequently  beard  gentlemen  declaim  in  this 
hall  of  our  glorioua  Union.  Let  me  tell  tbem,  if  tber 
desire  to  preserve  it,  they  must  no  longer  spam  at  the 
cries  of  complaint  and  injustice  coming  from  the  West. 
The  voice  of  whde  communities  cannot  be  atifled  n 
peace.  If  a  single  State,  one  that  exhibited  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution  tbe  brightest  examplea  of  patrij^isa 
and  gallantry,  maddened  under  the  unconstitutional  ex- 
actions made  upon  the  South,  and  shook  this  confederacy 
to  its  centre,  whst  must  be  the  moral  effect  of  yoer 
treatment  to  the  Western  States;  of  a  contentptuous  re- 
jection of  the  prayers  of  their  respective  Legtstolures; 
of  an  avarcious  and  fraudulent  policy^  Sir,  you  hare 
done  more  to  cripple  the  energies  and  to  damp  tbe  af- 
fections of  the  great  multitude,  the  men  who  move  in 
masses,  and  make  revolutions,  than  you  ever  did  to  pro- 
voke South  Carolina.  Sir,  sir,  it  is  worse  tban  a  then- 
sand  tarifTs. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  policy  of  reduction  and  of  the  pre- 
emption system  is  so  mucU  cherished  throughout  tbe 
brmd  region  irrigated  by  the  Miasissippi  and  ita  tribu- 
taries, that  any  refusal  to  act  on  the  subject  at  this 
juncture  would  produce  a  feeling  of  alarm  and  discon- 
tent. Guard  the  public  domain  with  tbe  closet  rrstric- 
tionsi  to  prevent  fraud  and  deceptious  speculations;  watch 
it  with  the  vigilance  of  a  duenna,  but  do  notdeprive  tbe 
poor  man  of  hia  home,  the  eaugraot  (rf  his  stimulus,  ibe 
new  States  of  that  which  serves  as  a  sahitaty  drain  fve  your 
crowded  and  suffering  population.  It  may  be  b^tonable 
to  denounce  these  mndifications  of  our  land  laws  u 
opening  avenues  to  fraud.  I  believe  they  hare  esen- 
tially  contributed  to  develop  the  resources  of  our  coun- 
try. They  have  created  States  in  tbe  disUot  West, 
stocked  them  with  men  who  were  foremost  in  your  bat- 
lies  on  tbe  frosen  wastes  of  Canada,  and  who  now,  ia 
the  same  spirit,  are  baptizing  with  their  blood  tbe  star- 
gemmed  banner  of  a  maiden  empire.  Sir,  1  never  tb'mk 
of  these  men,  of  their  sacrificea  and  privations,  without 
regretting  that  the  great  man  [Mr.  Clat]  aent  here  to 
represent  tbe  West,  whose  voice  was  heard  during  the 
darkest  hours  of  the  late  war,  cheering  on  his  country, 
should  now  be  found,  still  trumpet-tongued,  pleading, 
not  for  his  oneeJoved  piooeera,  but  for  the  right  «^  Uiia 
Government  to  deprive  them  of  their  bomesl 

Mr.  Speaker,  It  may  well  be  questioned  wbetber  yen 
csn  equitably  wilbhoid  these  pttrileges  fioai  the  occ» 
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ptnti.  Tto  Government  bu  uRircdljp  held  out  the 
presumptioB  tliat  Itbenl  cbui^a  in  the  ezi>tin(f  lawi 
would  be  made.  Our  preteot  Execut'iTC  cert&inly  went 
into  power  and  hai  lustiined  hi»  admin'utration  m  much 
on  tliiB  principle  at  on  any  other.  Inducements  have 
been  held  out  to  the  people  to  emigrate  to  the  waste 
Iwtdai  premieea  hare  been  mvle  to  them  year  after  yeari 
and  vottU  it  not  be  a  ipeciea  of  fraud  to  lay  they  are 
treapaaen*  and  muit  be  driven  olTF  And  driven 
wher^  airf  Frooi  your  own  free  country  into  a  foreign 
elime< 

If  you  give  tbem  an  inchoate  title,  and  allow  them  to 
take  poMetMont  if,  af^er  baying  cut  down  your  forettit 
opened  raedi»  inpfoved  rivcra,  and  buUt  up  viUagea, 
you  eject  Uiem,  without  trial,  or  eompenaation,  or  qm- 
patby,  houiirteaa  wanderera  over  a  ami  created  for  their 
benefit  and  enriehed  by  their  industry,  would  not  the 
whole  wwM  denounce  it  as  an  act  of  heartteii  eruehyf 
Sir,  let  me  warn  the  House  to  beware  of  the  consequence 
ihat  may  follow  ihia  parnmonioua  policy.  The  people 
of  this  countt7  are  not  blind.  All  our  acta  are  scruti- 
nized and  canvassed  by  the  poorest  settler  in  the  back 
woods.  If  they  should  discover  partial  legisbition,  our 
statute  books  teeoMng  with  laws  that  operate  to  the 
benefit  of  one  portion  of  society  at  the  expense  of 
another,  reKeving  wealthy  owrcluutta,  endowing  colleges 
where  a  poor  boy  never  enterst  supporting,  at  a  great 
expense,  a  miltUry  institution  monopolised  by  the  in- 
fluential, and  conlerrii^  extravagant  sahriea  on  men  who 
nwnage  cotillions  better  than  anniest  abould  they  see  all 
this,  and  compare  it  with  the  little  that  baa  been  done 
for  them,  the  great  ouss,  what  must  be  the  consequence? 
Vfhy,  sir,  a  feeling  of  discontent  that  may  be  dangerous 
in  time  to  come.  In  despotic  Governments  the  disaffec- 
tion of  the  people  is  comparatively  unimportant)  it  can 
be  put  down  with  edicts,  and  cenaorsbips,  and  arms)  but 
here,  the  multitude  ia  freet  nu  chains  are  worn,  nor 
badges  of  servitude!  there  are  equal  privilq^es,  funda- 
mental rights  which  we  dare  pot  vnUtet  public  opinion, 
ir  it  haa  not  the  aanetiiy  and  legality  of  Government,  has 
more  than  its  power.  You  cannot  put  this  down,  Hr. 
Speaker,  by  any  act  of  Congress;  but  you  can  force  up- 
on the  people  a  feeling  ol  agrarianism,  a  jealouiy  of 
property,  a  disposition  hostile  to  chartered  rigbts.  There 
IB  a  tendency  to  this  in  all  mankind.  Without  venturing 
into  political  economy,  we  may  divide  society  into  two 
elaswa — producera  uid  non-producers.  The  first  con- 
stitute the  majority,  but  three  fonrths  of  their  labor  goes 
to  enrich  the  latter.  The  few  become  rich,  the  many 
remain  poor,  under  (be  cqntributions  levied  upon  them 
ay  the  former,  who,  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  hsve  more 
3r  less  held  the  law-making  power  in  their  bands.  But 
itill  the  mass  have  the  btrengih,  and  the  bone,  and  the 
nusclet  and,  when  roused  to  exertion,  by  a  long  denial 
>f  justice,  or  by  years  of  oppressive  legislatioD,  their  ret- 
ribution is  terrible.  Sir,  history  is  full,  alas,  too  full,  of 
illustrations.  There  are  a  hundred  volumes  in  your 
library  crimsoned  with  the  story  of  popular  vengeance, 
['urn  to  those  tomes  of  human-vice  and  folly,  and  trace 
hrough  their  dusty  pagea  the  cuurae  of  every  revolution, 
'rum  the  earliest  records  of  lime,  and  it  will  be  found 
.hat  however  postponed  or  s^^ravated  by  other  causes, 
.hey  always  commenced  with  some  unregarded  disaffec- 
fion  of  the  people.  Hr.  Speaker,  the  agrarian  spirit  ia 
fery  dangerous]  it  is  spreading  in  England,  throughout 
^rnpe,  and  every  man,  with  his  eyes  open,  must  per- 
!«ive  its  progress  in  the  United  States.  For  the  last  ten 
'ears,  fostered  by  unequal  laws  and  high*  tariff  duties, 
t  baa  apread  widely  and  deeply,  particularly  to  your 
arge  cities  and  manufacturing  towns,  where  Uie  in- 
iqiultiea  of  wealth,  the  artificial  diatinctioas  of  aodety, 
tnJ  the  contrasts  of  plenty  and  privation,  arc  painfully 
■iaible.  This  is  certainly  Um  weak  point  In  our  Oovem- 
Vofc  XHI.— 79 


ms»U  It  is  not  disunion  or  foreign  aggreaaion,  or  ex- 
tended empire  or  centralism,  but  this  very  community 
principle,  which  we  may  dresd.  In  a  republic  it  must 
inevitably  be  produced  by  partial  and  oppressive  legis- 
lation. It  can  only  be  arrested  by  conferring  equal 
benefits  on  all.  Sir,  the  inequality  of  our  legislation  ia 
felt  by  every  laboring  man  in  the  Vfeai,  in  reference  to 
his  great  object  of  interest,  the  public  lands. 

He  knows  practically  that  your  system  of  dispoaia|^  of 
them,  e^cially  now,  when  the  mania  of  speculation 
rage^  is  by  no  means  equitable.  They  are  run  out  by 
surveyors,  who  note  every  valuable  lot,  and  sell  the  in- 
formation thus  acquired  to  speculators.  They  are  then 
put  up  at  auction  to  the  highest  bidder.  Can  the  settler 
come  in  competition  with  the  opulent  planter  or  associa- 
ted capiUU  Can  he  purchase  at  ten  or  twenty  dolbua 
peraeref  No,  sir,  no.  Deceived  by  his  Government* 
chested  by  the  deceitful  illusion,  not  broken  until  the 
last  hour,  thst  some  reservation  authorized  by  law 
would  be  made  in  his  favor,  the  care-worn  occupant  re- 
turns, with  a  bitter  and  rebellious  spirit,  to  witness  tba 
disappointment  and  a-retchedneas  of  his  own  fire- 
side; bis  dtildren  desponding;  his  wife  perbapa  in 
the  agonjr  of  childbed,  ■faelteriessi  himself,  decrniit 
and  pennilea^  driven  forth  by  the  influence  of  wedth 
and  the  ingratitude  of  his  country.  Ob,  sir,  it  is  unwise 
thus  to  sport  with  the  affections  of  your  people)  it  is  hard 
thus  to  deprive  one  of  his  home,  humble  though  it  be. 
Sprung  from  the  earth,  and  destined  to  return  to  it, 
every  man  wishes  to  acquire  an  interest  in  it— some  little 
spot  that  he  may  call  bii  pwn.  It  is  a  deep,  abaorhipf 
feeling,  that  nature  bat  planted  in  ut.  The  swlor  on  tbe 
*'  vasty  deept"  the  lone  Indian  and  wild  bee  hunter  on  the 
pnuries  of  Utssouri;  the  mountaineer,  as  he  threads  hla 
chamios  track)  snd  the  soldier,  perishing  for  fame  ere 
he  freezes  into  a  stiffened  corse,  dreams,  all  dream,  of 
their  early  home)  and  when  every  other  feeling  is  Wib- 
dued  and  withered,  the  heart  that  would  not  bleneh  at 
scenes  of  crime  and  blood  will  soften  under  the  Sana 
de  Vaehe,  the  early  song  of  childhood. 

It  is  an  undying  feelingi  and,  when  one  has  gone  out 
from  his  htheHs  wasted  roof,  and,  in  the  untrodden  for- 
est, clustered  his  family  around  some  humble  shed,  can 
he  see  it  wrested  from  bim  by  the  laws  of  his  country, 
without  cursing  that  country  snd  those  who  govern  it^ 
Sir,  what  can  compensate  a  Government  for  the  loss  of 
the  love  of  its  peoue  t  What  is  your  overfiowing  Tresi- 
ury,  when  it  is  filtered  from  the  tears  of  the  wretched, 
wrung  from  the  bard  earnings  of  those  who  would  coin 
their  blood  for  your  protection,  and  rampirt  round  this 
Capitol  with  their  dead  bodies  before  it  should  be  pollu- 
ted by  the  presence  of  an  enemy  ?  Sir,  if  you  wish  to 
perpetuate  thia  Union;  if  you  wish  to  extinguish  the  ft- 
tal  feeling  to  which  I  have  alluded,  to  secure  the  quiet 
enjoyment  of  vested  rights  for  ages  to  come,  yon  will 
(pve  to  every  man  who  seeka  it  a  home  in  the  «Al. 
There  is  little  faith  in  parchinenla  or  (diarten^  or  in  the 
liberty  they  effect  to  guaranty;  but  it  is  probable  this 
Government  would  endure  uncounted  centuries,  if  every  - 
quarter  section  of  the  public  domain  was  the  bona  fiat 
property  of  an  actual  settler.  Incorporate  every  man 
with  the  soil,  dualer  around  bim  the  bleased  endearments 
of  home,  and  you  bind  him  in  an  allegiance  stronger  ihan 
a  thousand  oaths. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  said  be  could  not  agree  with  the  gei^ 
tieman  from  Mississippi,  as  to  the  want  of  co-operatioil 
on  the  pirt  of  the  Easiern  members  In  matters  touching 
the  interest  of  the  West.  On  the  contrary,  tie  (Hr.  A.) 
had  every  reason  to  apeak  in  termi  of  high  scknowledg- 
ment  of  the  attention  he  had  received  to  the  interests  of 
the  West.  As  to  the  resolution  before  the  House,  be 
moved  its  relercnoe  to  the  Committee  on  PnUie  Lands. 
That,  be  thought,  wsa  the  appropriate  eommitter,  and 
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must  be  eonudercd  more  convnwnt  wltbtiuetlloM  af* 
rect'mfp  the  public  hnd  tlwa  any  Mleet  eoMOiittce  that 
couM  be  raiwd. 

Mr.  JARVIS  Mid  be  had  an  amendment  himielf  toof- 
fer,  but  he  wa§  villing;to  waiTe  it.  Re  thought  that  the 
dipeusaion  ihould  end  berr,  ctpecially  as  he  was  anxloua 
that  the  new  Statea  ihould  hare  an  opportunilj  to  pre- 
•ent  reaolutiont.  He  iberefore  moved  tbe  preTiooi 
quealion. 

And  the  Houae  refuaed  to  aeeond  the  oall:  Ajrea  60, 
noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  MANN,  or  New  York,  aaid  it  mutt  be  apparent,  by 
thia  tine,  that  thia  prf^MMil'Min  waa  neither  more  nor  leaa 
than  a  new  edhion  of  the  old  and  exploded  idea  of  db- 
tributinif  the  proceeds  of  the  aalea  of  tbe  public  lands, 
attempted  to  be  concealed  under  nibbish  and  verbiagv, 
and  i^ilded  orer  by  the  patriotic  idea  of  applying  it  to 
public  education.  lit  paternity  ia  suspicious,  and  its 
hope  fallacious  and  deluMiTC.  The  resolution  following 
the  preamble  discloses  its  object  in  its  argument;  '*to 
avoid  the  objeeiicm  of  one  State  holding  land  in  another, 
the  committee  are  to  be  tnalnicted  to  report  a  provision 
that  the  hnda  be  aold  by  the  United  Slates,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds given  to  (he  old  Statea  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion." Sir,  (said  Mr,  M.,)  what  more  distinct  surrender 
of  the  principle  of  dividing  **  the  spoikf'  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  States  could  bs  desired,  than  is  con- 
tained in  this  proviuonf 

Sir,  gentlemen  sometimea  express  their  sorprise  at 
the  various  propositions  sabmitted}  but,  sir,  I  am  no 
longer  surprised  at  any  thing  occurring  here.  I  hare 
been  here  too  long  for  that,  sir.  But  I  will  admit  that  I 
beard  the  remarka  of  my  friend  from  Miirissippi  [Mr. 
CiAiBOKiTi]  on  thia  subject  with  regret,  r  am  confi< 
dent,  however,  sir,  that  those  remarka  proceeded  from 
any  other  cause  than  a  sense  of  the  injustice  or  tlliber* 
alily  of  Congreas  towards  the  new  Statea;  and  I  am  sure 
that,  on  more  experience  here,  and  a  more  careful 
considerati^  of  the  subject  upon  broad  and  liberal 
principles,  my  honorable  and  talented  young  friend  will 
not  cherish  any  oF  the  feelings  he  has  expressed.  I 
know  (said  Mr.  M.)  the  purity  of  his  reelings  and  the 

>>enerosity  oFhis  nature  too  well,  I  trust,  to  suppose  him 
bra  iBoment  espable  of  acting  upon  local,  selfish,  or 
narrow  prineiplev,  to  favor  his  own  or  any  other  State. 

Hie  preamble  (Mr.  M.  repeated)  to^lhis  resolution  is 
illusory  and  deceptive,  addressed  to  the  cupidity  of  the 
old  States  represented  upon  this  floor,  it  recites  the 
grants  made  by  Congress  to  each  of  the  new  States  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  aggregate,  without  specifying 
the  motive  or  consideration  upon  which  they  were  made. 
Its  argoment  Wt  that  an  equal  quantity  ahould  be  granted 
to  the  old  States,  to  make  them  respectively  equal  tharers 
inlhepubfie  lands.  Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  nothing 
could  be  devised  more  disingenuous  and  deceptire.  Let 
us  look  at  it  briefly.  The  idea  is  that  the  old  Statea 
granted  these  lands  to  the  new  for  an  implied  eotiMdera- 
tion,  and  resulting  benefit  to  ihemselvest  that  it  was  a 
sort  of  Indian  gift,  to  be  refunded  with  increase.  Not 
so,  «r,  at  all.  If  Mr.  M.  understood  the  motivea  in* 
dodiM*  those  grants,  they  were  paternal  on  tbe  pirt  of 
the  oW  States;  proceeding  upon  that  generous  and  no- 
ble liberality  which  induces  a  wealthy  father  to  advance 
and  provide  for  his  children.  This  wss  the  moving 
Consideration,  though  he  (Mr.  M.)  was  aware  that  the 
grants  in  aid  of  the  improvemenia  of  the  new  Slates  and 
Territoriea  were  upon  eonvlderation  of  advaneii^  the 
•ale  and  improvement  of  the  remaining  landa  In  those 
States  licld  by  the  United  Stetes. 

We  were  now  asked,  he  (Mr.  M.)  believed,  for  the 
first  and  he  hoped  for  the  last  time,  to  destroy  that  pa- 
rental kttd  Ihitemal  feeling  which  had  always  bound  tbe 
new  States  to  the  old  in  tn  IndisM^abtc  onion,  by  array- 


ing befoie  them  our  liberal  beoeAeenoe,  and  eUmig 
from  them  an  equiralent.  Sir,  we  aboold  remember 
that  the  people  of  the  new  States  are  our  enterprirag 
citizens  from  the  old— our  ftriends  and  ourchildrent  and 
if  we  establish  the  nrinoiple  eontatned  in  thia  propod- 
lion,  ve  might  as  ««ll  daim  from  them  a  remmeration 
for  all  our  appropiiatkmi  to  nake  their  roadi^  to  open 
and  render  habitable  the  eountry  aought  by  tbcir  eMe^ 
prise.  We  might,  in  short,  claim  a  remunentioB  for 
the  lorn  of  our  population  and  wealth  which  has  been 
transferred  from  the  old  to  the  new  States.  Ttie  piia- 
ciple  carried  out  would  reaoH  in  thia.  Mr.  H.  aaid  be 
pereeired  that  tbe  ShMca  of  KentDclqr  awd  Temesaea 
were  to  aharo  ni  this  propoaed  boaa^.  Mont  irf  the  oU 
Statea  poaaesaed  a  large  share  of  land  whiofa  they 
have  devoted  to  the  rariona  purpoaea  of  their  own  tnbat 
Govemmenla.  When  the  people  of  the  new  left  tha 
old  States,  they  relinquished  their  ioteresta  in  those 
lands,  and  the  funda  proceeding  from  tbemt  «nd  this 
consideration  ha*,  perhaps,  had  some  effect  wHb  Cob. 
gresa  in  extending  their  hbeimUty  to  the  people  of 
new  States.    It  ahooM  do  so. 

The  United  States  oontiooe  to  hold  their  krce  domaia 
in  those  new  Slates,  and  to  derive  a  revenne  inerefiwa. 
Not  so  with  tbe  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennemee. 
These  were  not  colonial  States.  How  did  they  noqaire 
title  tn  the  landa  within  their  jurisdiction?  Not  by  grant 
from  tbe  United  States^  or  any  one  of  them.  Ttoie  wil 
not  permit,  Mr.  Spe^er,  to  relate  the  hialory  of  ihom 
tranacdons  nov.    Suffice  it  to  say,  they  mad«  **  lawfU 

Eriie  of  the  lands"  tbey  now  hold,  no  matter  whether 
y  dlseorery  or  conquest.  They  wish  now  to  Am  a 
new  division  of  spoilni  and,  if  any  is  to  be  had,  perhaps 
it  is  right  they  should. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  by  saying  that,  when  it  aball  be  ia 
order,  he  would  move  to  strike  out  the  pteMible  to  tlas 
resolatioD  entirely,  aa  illuaol^,  argumentatiTe,  and  de- 
ceptire. 

The  SPEAKER  Nid  the  motion  waa  not  aov  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  MANN  gave  notiee  tha^  when  m  order,  be  vndd 
renew  the  motion. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that  he  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  dispose  of  one  resolution  a  time,  sod  far  this 
purpose  he  would  move  that  the  Hooae  proceed  to  the 
orders  of  die  dayi  which  OMtion  {ncvailed. 

EXECUTIVE  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
reaolution,  originally  t>ubmitted  by  Mr.  Wiea,  and  the 
amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Punca,  ^  Rhode 
Island,  for  an  inquiry  into  alleged  aboaea  of  tbe  exeea- 
tive  departments  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  lAaervcd  that,  although  eetitkd 
to  the  floor,  be  bad  not  intended  to  inteimpt  the  ba» 
nesa  in  which  the  House  had  been  just  eoKaged,  by  a 
call  for  the  order  of  tbe  day.  In  truth,  he  ahould  have 
preferred  that  the  subject  now  under  eonstdentioa 
should  have  been  permitted  to  fie  over  until  hiaofdleagov, 
who  bad  preaented  the  original  resolalioi*,  [Mr.  Wxaa,] 
should  be  present  to  defend  it.  But  it  had  been  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  order  it  otherwise;  and*  eostcwr- 
ring  as  he  did  in  the  propriety  of  that  reaolution,  he 
should  reluctantly  aasume  the  task,  which  bin  coDesagoe 
would  have  so  much  ably  perrormed,  of  rindicBting 
it  against  the  objections  urged  in  debate,  and  the  insidi- 
ous attempt,  by  way  of  amendment,  to  defeat  it. 

The  present  discussion  (mid  Mr.  R.)  has  been  pro- 
nounced by  a  gentleman,  who  took  part  in  it,  [Mr.  HAXBt 
of  New  Tork,]  one  of  the  most  useless  that  ever  occur- 
red in  thb  halL  And,  so  far  aa  respeeta  the  a«eeem  ef 
the  pn^Meed  meaaare,  the  rcnnrl^  Ju^SiiV  ^ 
fiite  of  sMIar  effort!  to  obtabi  tbe  pri^lege  or  inqiiuieg 
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into  the  condiUon  of  tbe  eseeuUTe  d«pwtment%  umj  be 
perfectly  just.  But  tlut  gentleman  regarda  it  as  uaeleiit 
because,  be  tella  ui,  no  one  now  objecta  to  the  paaaage 
of  ibe  reat^tion  in  aome  ahape  or  olber.  We  ahall  see, 
air.  hew  tbia  is  wben  tbe  vote  shall  be  taken.  But  grant* 
ing  it  to  be  true,  atill  it  is  alMmportant  that  the  ahape  of 
the  resolutioo  be  such  as  will  attain  tbe  object  in  view. 
If  tbe  form  proposed  by  my-eolleagiie  be  adopted,  it  will 
juatify  a  tborougb  ioTcstigation;  if  tfie  amendment  prevail, 
all  inquiry  may  be  cuppreased.  Gentlemen,  however 
disposed  to  investigate,  may  be  unwilling  to  assume  the 
chttracler  of  accuaera  or  witnesses.  Tbey  may  not  per- 
sonally know  tbe  truth  of  the  facts  into  which  thay  would 
inquire,  nor  choose  te  vouch  for  the  suspicions  which  are 
abroad.  To  demand  a  spceifio  aecuaation  before  inquiry 
is  to  reverse  tbe  order  of  proceeding.  Tbe  very  pur- 
pose of  an  inveitigation  is  to  aaoertain  whether  there  is 
or  is  not  grouna  for  aecuaation.  If  specific  chargea 
could  be  made  and  austuned,  without  a  previous  inqui- 
ry, inquiry  would  be  unnecessary  i  we  night  proceed, 
Bt  once,  to  impeach  the  ofBcer,  or  correct  the  abuae. 
The  shape  of  the  resolution,  iherefbre,  is  not  matter  of 
form  merely,  as  gentiemen  would  seem  to  imply.  In 
one  form  it  wiU  throw  the  door  open  to  inquiryt  in  an- 
other it  alaiM  it  in  your  face,  tf  the  form  be  so  very 
immaterial  that  all  diacussion  ia  useless,  why,  «r,  wu  tbe 
resolution,  originally  proposed  by  ray  colleague,  not  ac- 
cepted at  once?  Why  has  an  amendment  been  offered 
BO  unacceptable  to  him  and  to  those  who  concur  with 
bimf  Unless  this  ameodment  was  designed  to  prevent 
tiM  full  investigation  they  ask,  what  purpose  could  itatt- 
BwcTf  except  to  provide  that  useless  debate,  of  vbieh 
gentkmeo  compUln,  and  in  which  they  have  Uken  so 
large  a  share?  [natead.  however,  of  taking  tiie  vote  up- 
on a  reaolutton  which,  it  is  swd,  all  are  willing  in  some 
ahape  to  adopt,  it  has  been  vehemently  assailed,  and  a 
multitude  of  objections,  utterly  frivolmi's  and  ioconsis- 
tent,  have  been  arrayed  against  it. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  PiAacs]  ob- 
jecu  that  it  ia  not  bold  eitongh.  To  use  his  own  ekgant 
metapbor,  "it  does  not  take  the  bull  by  the  horna.''^  If 
gentlemen  hare  any  thing  to  say  against  tbe  President, 
he  desires  it  shall  be  done  in  due  form,  attd  then,  ve  are 
to  understand,  full  latitude  would  be  allowed.  But  he 
immedutely  refutea  bis  own  objection;  for  he  adds  that, 
in  passing  upon  tbe  acts  of  tlie  Presideat's  ministers,  we 
necessarily  psM  upon  him. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Louinana,  [Hr.  HutsT,]  on  hh 
part,  objecu  to  the  resolution  expressly  upon  the  ground 
that  it  ia  a  direct  assault  upon  tbe  President  himselft  (hat 
it  imputes  to  him  falsehood  and  corruption  i  and  declarea, 
that  to  institute  an  inquiry  would  be  to  sanction  tlie 
charge.  Thni^  sir,  one  objects  because  tbe  resolutioo  is 
not  bold  tMmgl^  the  other  becauae  it  b  too  bcridi  one 
because  it  does  not  take  the  bull  by  the  luini%  the  other 
because  it  does.  It  is  impoanble  that  both  can  be  ri^ht 
in  the  reasons  assigned,  yet  both  will  concur  in  votuig 
against  the  resolutioni  and,  shape  our  course  as  we  may, 
we  cannot  reconeilethe  one  without  disobliging  tbe  other. 

None  wiU  contend  that  my  colleague'a  resolution  is 
not  sufficiently  broad.  That,  nr,  is  tbe  fatal  objectiont 
it  was  designed  to  be  efiieotual.  Gentlemen  complain 
that  it  ia  too  broadi  not  apeeific  enough.  It  ia  very  much, 
aiys  the  geotlenuui  from  New  York,  iHr.  Hauw,]  in  the 
nature  of  a  general  search-warrant}  and  the  gentleman 
trom  iodiaoa,  [Mr.  Luis]  is  opposed  to  a  roving,  unlim- 
ited, unreatricted  committee.  Let  ua  suppose  that  these 
objections  prevail,  and  that  a  committee  ia  appointed 
under  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  amendment.  Uy 
colleague,  as  ctmirman,  proceeda  at  its  head  to  tbe 
Treasury  Department.  Tbe  aign  of  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney,  in  large  capital^  attracta  hia  noUge.  Ily  colleague, 
you  know,  air,  hu  always  nanifeatvd  a  itrcng  deare  to 


Investigate  the  nature  of  the  alleged  connexion  between 
Whitney  and  the  Treasury.  He  is  about  to  enter.  Stop, 
say  the  gentlemen,  specify  your  charges.  1  make  none, 
my  coUesgue  replies^  I  come  to  institute  an  inquiry. 
Then  we  cannot  proceed,  airi  we  are  not  a  rovinfr,  unre- 
atricted committee.  Besides  air,  this  Hr.  Whitney  is  a 
private  gentleman)  he  occupies  a  barber^  dwp.  Bar- 
ber's shops  doubtless  may  be  found  sometimes  very  con- 
venient appendages  to  banks,  to  enable  them  to  shave 
their  customers}  but  my  colleague  might  be  at  s  loss  to 
understand  what  occasion  there  could  be  for  one,  tf  it  be 
of  that  description,  so  near  the  Treasury.  Overruled, 
he  proceeds  (o  the  other  departments.  He  requests  to 
see  the  official  correspondence.  What  is  your  specific 
charged  I  vish  to  inquire  into  the  appointaient  or  dis- 
missal of  iueh  and  such  ofBcers*  the  recent  appointment 
of  Hooker,  for  Instance,  who,  it  has  been  stated  on  this 
6aor,  kept  back  the  poll-books  of  an  election  for  party 
purposes,  and  has  been  rewarded  with  ofBce  in  the  midst 
of  an  insulted  and  indignant  community.  Du  you  charge 
corruption  or  abusef  No;  my<Aject  is  to  inquire.  We 
can  only  inquire  into  specinc  charges.  Permit  me, 
then,  to  see  the  hooks  of  the  office.  Hold,  sir)  what 
putieular  entry  do  you  allege  to  be  false  or  fraudulent^ 
I  oannot  tell,  says  my  colleague,  what  the  entries  may 
disclose  before  [am  permitted  to  see  them.  That  would 
be  in  the  nature  of  a  general  search.  He  is  sgain  over- 
ruledi  the  books  retnam  sealed  books  for  him,  snd  he  re- 
turns from  his  fruitless  errand,  as  wise  as  he  went.  But 
be  makes  a  reportt  and  how  does  lie  respond  to  tbe 
broad  assertions  of  the  nessagef  Is  all  rightr  Are  our 
pubHe  fonctlonaries  all  diligent,  all  boneatr  Sir,  he  can- 
not answer  the  i]uestton.  He  has  been  permitted  to 
open  no  book,  to  inspect  do  record.  And  this  mock  ex- 
amination is  to  be  claimed  on  behalf  of  men  at  tbe  bead 
of  our  executive  departments)  of  honorable  men,  it  ia 
said,  unjustly  assailed!  Were  you  to  enter  tbe  house  of 
a  suspected  felon  in  search  of  stolen  good^  he  night  b« 
expected  to  in«st  that  general  search-warrants  were  un- 
eonstilutional,  and  to  foi  bid  you  to  open  a  closet,  or  turn 
a  key,  until  you  abould  specify,  on  oath,  the  article  al- 
leged to  have  been  purloined)  and,  if  brought  to  trial,  be 
might  call  on  some  quibbling  attorney  to  seize  on  any 
flaw  in  the  indictment  to  get  him  off.  But  men  filling 
high  and  responsible  stations  cannot,  without  dishonor, 
rely  upon  any  defence  which  precludes  a  thorough  In- 
verttgalion  into  their  official  conduct.  Such  a  course 
would  justly  excite  siupieions,  where  none  existed  be- 
fore) and  where  they  did,  would  confirm  then.  What, 
sir,  would  you  think  of  tbe  clerk  of  a  bank,  or  other  in- 
stitution, over  which  you  might  prewle,  who  should  re- 
fuse you  permission  to  inspect  his  books,  unless  you 
should  first  make  a  specific  chaive,  and  designate  the 
particular  entry  to  prove  it^  Would  you  not  umr  giult, 
and  instantly  dwnias  him  frodi  your  service? 

Sir,  (he  investigation  now  proposed  on  the  part  of  the 
public  in  no  respect  differs  from  that  which  evwy  pri- 
vate institution  or  individual  ia  at  fiberty  to  make.  The 
people  surely  have  tbe  aame  right  to  know  in  what  way 
their  affairs  are  managed  by  their  own  agenU.  Tbey 
vili  not  be  satisfied  that  such  an  investigation  shall  b« 
denounced  as  inquiaitoriali  refuaed,  unleas  th«r  repre* 
sentatives  ah^l  atep  forward  as  witnesses  or  accuaersi  or, 
if  allowed,  that  eommitteea  shall  be  sent  into  the  public 
offices  hoodwinked,  and  tied  down  to  specific  allega- 
tions. Still  leas  will  (hey  agree  to  be  told  that  execu- 
tive officers  are  not  the  servants  of  the  people,  but  the 
Presideni's  ministers,  more  sacred,  even,  than  tbe  mints  - 
lera  of  a  King)  that  all  inquiry  into  their  conduct  ahall 
be  suppressed,  because  the  President  has  borne  tertimo- 
ny  to  their  fidelity,  and  to  qoeation  that  is  to  assail  Ua 
veraci^.  Yn^  sir,  such  are  the  doctrines  now  beard  on 
this  floor.  To  this  complexion  bare  we  cone  at  last. 
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But,  »r,  while  one  BCDtlefDtii  [Hr.  Rimit]  denounce* 
the  proposed  inquiry  ai  inquititoriti,  and  another  [Hr. 

as  wholly  unprecedented,  tbe  geotleman  from 
Rbude  Mind  >•  oppoaed  to  it  becauie  it  it  already  pro. 
vided  for  by  the  rulea  of  the  House.  Several  of  tbe 
atanding  conmitleea,  he  telb  among  others  the  Com* 
ndttee  of  Ways  and  Uean^  have  authority  to  do  every 
thing  contemplated  by  the  resolution.  If  so,  sir,  surely 
the  proceeding  is  not  without  precedenli  and,  if  inquisi- 
torial in  its  character,  why  does  not  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  move  to  sboliah  the  rules  which  require  'At 
II  ia  impossible  to  reccmcile  these  inconsistencies.  There 
ii  nothing  tnquintorial  or  illegal  demanded  by  the  reso' 
lotion.  It  proposes  to  insure  the  perlormaiiee  of  an  im- 
portant duty  which  we  owe  to  the  country,  and  which 
baa  been  (oo  long  neglected. 

But  if  the  gentlrinan  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Lark]  will  not 
regird  the  authority  conferred  by  the  rules  of  tbe  House 
on  its  standing  eommitteea  as  a  precedent  in  point,  what 
will  be  aay  to  Ihc  precedent  in  the  case  of  the  Post  Of- 
floe  examination?  Aware  of  its  force,  he  sought  to  evade 
it  by  telling  us  that  that  examination  was  moved  for  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Committee.  What  then, 
sir?  I'he  objection  is  not  to  (he  power,  but  to  tbe  mem* 
ber  who  appiieai  not  to  the  resolution,  but  to  the  mover. 
It  would,  indeed,  appear  so.  But  two  days  past,  a  reso. 
lution,  offered  by  one  of  my  colleagues,  [Mr.  Gahubd,] 
to  inquire  into  the  connexion  between  Whitney  and  the 
Trcuury,  was  unanimously  adopted— unanimooaly— 
though,  in  aubstanee,  tbe  same  with  that  whidi  another 
Qolleague,  on  a  different  aide  of  the  House,  [Ur.  Wisa,] 
had,  during  a  great  part  of  the  last  session,  struggled  in 
vain  to  carry  through.  Yes,  sir,  fortunately,  the  Post 
Office  investigation  was  moved  for  by  a  friend  of  Ihc 
adnunistrationt  it  was  directed,  too,  notwithstanding  the 
Pruidcnt  had  proolMmed  lUat  all  was  welt,  by  those 
who  certainly  did  not  mnn  to  impeach  bis  veracity.  No 
specific  charges  were  demanded.  The  committee  « as 
vested  with  a  sweeping  auibprtty  to  examine,  generally, 
into  the  condition  arto  proceedings  of  the  Post  Offics 
Departmenif  and  tbe  result  of  I'ti  labors  was  the  develop- 
ment of  a  mass  of  iniquity,  seldom  surpassed  in  tbe  his- 
tory of  tbe  most  corrupt  Governments.  Suppose,  air, 
the  doctrine  of  specifications  bad  been  then  enforced. 
Who  eould  have  specified  the  negleoti^  the  frauds,  the 
craaurea,  tb«  corrupt  and  collusive  practices  of  evei^ 
kind,  which  prevailed  in  the  Department,  many  of  which 
were,  for  the  first  time,  discovered  in  tbe  progress  of 
tbe  examination,  and  astonished  even  those  who  suspect- 
ed moat?  What  siied  document  would  it  have  required 
to  comprise  the  apeeificationa?  And  now,  when  an  ex- 
amination is  proposed  into  all  the  departmenia— eveiy 
one  i4  wbicb,  it  was  once  broadly  intimated  by  an  ad- 
miaistration  gentleman  on  this  floor,  [Mr.  Sxith,]  if  the 
light  should  be  let  in,  would  disclose  similar  delinquen- 
cies it  is  gravely  innsied  that  no  inquiry  shall  be  made, 
or,  if  authorized,  that  it  ^all  extend  to  no  abuaea  except 
such  aa  shall  be  specifically  alleged. 

Sir,  there  is  no  want  of  autlioriiy  in  this  House,  or  of 
preixdents,  to  justify  a  general  examination  into  the  con  - 
dilion  and  proceedlnpi  of  the  departments.  All  that  is 
mnting  is  the  inclination  to  exert  it.  Gentlemen  should 
diow  precedent  for  refusing  it.  During  the  last  admin, 
istntion,  when  Chilton's  resolutions  were  under  discus- 
sion, and  every  species  of  corruption  imputed,  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  who  now  calla  fur  specific 
charge^  though  then  a  frtci>d  of  that  adminiatration,  de- 
clared that  tbe  more  extensive  llie  inquiry,  the  more  he 
should  be  pleased.  He  wished  that  a  hiatory  of  its 
whole  proceedings  could  be  written  in  sunbeams  in 
tbe  beavena,  (hat  all  might  seet  and  the  administration 
party,  to  their  honor,  voted  for  the  resolutions,  without 
ont  diasenUng  voice.   Whit  a  contrast  does  not  their 


conduct  exhibit  tq,Aat  of  tbe  party  now  in  power,  who 
object  to  inquiry,  while  constantly  proclaiming  their  vil* 
lingness  to  meet  it,  because  it  may  wound  the  Preaidealt 
or  seek  to  ^Iter  the  public  officers  under  exceptions  to 
form' 

Are  gentlemen  serioul^  sir,  in  this  demand  for  apedfic 
chai^sf  Why  was  it,  then,  that  a  resolutioo,  offered 
Isat  session,  demanding  an  inquiry  into  an  alleged  illicit 
connexion  between  Whitney  and  the  Treasury,  wu  re- 
peatedly and  finally  rejected?  Even  Ibe  amendmeal 
offered  by  my  colleague,  from  tbe  Bninawick  district, 
[Hr.  DaoMsooLB,]  proposing  humbly  to  sottett  the  in- 
formation from  the  Secretaty  of  tbe  Treasury,  the  (^ccr 
implicated,  ultimately  fsiledi  tbe  gentlemen  now  calUif 
for  specifications,  [Messrs.  Mihh,  Pkaxcb.  Ruuv,  sad 
Lahe,]  with  one  voice  voting  sgaiost  the  last  propaailioa 
to  take  it  up,  made  by  my  colleague  from  Accooiack, 
[Mr.  WiSK,]and  succeeding,  with  an  adnloiatratKM  ■■- 
nority  of  59,  in  stifliiu;  all  inquiry. 

But,  if  It  ahall  be  tne  pleasure  of  the  Hotiae  to  adopt 
the  amendmenlt  if  qiecinc  ebarges  must  be  made,  it  win, 
perhaps,  not  be  ao  difficult  to  present  them  ma  gcntk- 
men  may  have  imagined.  Charges  have  been  naa^  up- 
on Ihia  floor,  upon  authority  which  the  geiitlemaB  fron 
Rhode  bland,  at  least,  will  not  question,  well  meriting 
investigation.  Sir,  they  were  made  by  tite  gentleman 
himself.  I  was  not  presentt  but  !  am  not  pernutted 
to  doubt,  though  it  secma  almost  incredible,  that  the 
gentleman  who,  some  fiour  or  five  years  ago,  delivered 
a  speech  in  this  hall  on  the  resolution  reUUn^  to  the 
Wiscasset  collector,  and  who  bore  tbe  aame  name,  and 
reprcMnted  the  same  Stale,  is  tbe  same  gentleman  who 
oflered  tbe  amendment,  and  whom  1  now  behold  siting 
near  me.  Beu  quantum  mutattu  ai  iUo/  1  beg  leave  to 
recapitulate  some  of  the  most  prominent  cfaai^es. 

Ur.  RoBSBTsoM  then  enumerated  a  variety  of  chaigm 
contained  in  Ibe  apeceb  of  tbe  member  worn  Bbnie 
Island,  in  April,  1BS3.— (Congresuonat  Debate^  voL  8, 
p.  3397.)  He  read  passages  to  show  that  tbe  member 
had  substaniially  ehaigcd  the  President  and  his  psHy— 

With  neglecting  tbe  reform  and  retrenchment  they 
were  pledged  to  efTrct; 

With  viewing  those  who  had  previoualy  been  in  office 
aa  conquered  enemies,  and  tbe  offices  ttaemaelves  as  the 
spoils  of  victory. 

He  Bsid  that  the  gcntlsUMn,  to  use  bis  own  expressive 
language,  had  taken  the  bull  by  the  horns,  and  bad 
chimed  tbe  President  himself— 

With  improperly  appointing  membera  of  Coi^TCa  to 
office  I 

With  using  his  official  patronage  and  influence  to 
make  Mr.  Van  Buren  his  successort 

With  contemning  the  authority  of  a  co<«rdiiiate  branch 
of  the  Government,  the  Senate)  and 

With  uaurping  or  abuung  tbe  power  of  appoiatmeat. 

Mr  RoaaaTsov  commented  upon  these  cMrgcs,  and 
the  srguments  atid  proofs  sdduced  by  the  member  from 
Rhode  Uland  in  support  of  them.  He  said  that  Ibe 
abuses  complained  of  hsd  never  been  inveaticatrd — 
that  it  was  lime  to  inquire  whether  the  chaiyca  were 
well  founded,  and  if  so  to  provide  a  remedy. 

He  observed  that  to  the  list  of  membera  of  Conpris 
named  by  (he  member  from  Rhode  Island,  on  whom  ex- 
ecutive favor  had  been  bestowed,  numerous  otbere  might 
now  be  added)  that  the  President  had  indulged  in  liris 
practice,  the  corrupt  tendency  of  which  be  had  faimaelf 
pointed  out,  (o  an  unexampled  extent. 

To  Ibe  instances  adduced  to  prove  the  President's  con- 
tempt for  the  authority  of  the  Senate—thoae  of  Stam* 
baugh  and  Rector — he  would  add  that  of  Gwinn,  and 
tbe  more  recent  case  of  tbe  former  Speaker  of  this 
House)  and  argued  that  the  Prcndent,  in  keeping  per<> 
ions  ia  office  wh^m  tbe  Senate  bed  rejected,  or  fcerpisf 
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offie«s  nmnt  which  the  poblle  tenioe  required  ibwM 
be  filled,  antil  the  Serate  ahould  oonrerm  to  hit  will, 
bad,  in  efTrot,  approprtited  the  whde  power  of  ftppoint- 
ment  to  hinwelf,  and  T'nhted  the  conMitutton,  in  ill  «pirit, 
if  not  in  its  letter. 

In  regard  to  the  charge  againit  him  of  uiing  his  offi- 
eial  patronage  and  influence  in  (he  election  of  his  sue- 
cteMor,  he  would  only  aay  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Idand,  nearly  five  years  past,  aaw  grounds  to  be- 
Keve  that  the  President  bad  thrown  *■  bia  mantle"  upon 
Mr.  Van  Bureni  if  he  thought  himaelf  juatified  in  pre* 
■enting  the  vivid  picture  he  then  drew  of  the  President 
-with  his  pet  candidate  "on  his  ahoulderst"  it  was  im- 
posaible  he  could  have  seen  any  thing  «nce  to  shake  his 
belief*  on  the  contrary,  the  Gwinn  letter,  the  Baltimore 
caucus,  the  late  electioneering  tour  into  Tenneasee, 
were  corroborating  proofs,  with  many  others,  that  the 
Preaident  had  kept  his  eye  steadily  on  hia  object,  until 
it  bad  been  finally  consummated. 

White  upon  this  subject,  said  Mr.  R.,  as  the  merits  of 
the  President  elect  have  been  brought  into  diseussion,  I 
will  take  the  occasion  to  say,  that  however  reprehensible 
I  may  conrider  the  manner  of  hia  elevation  to  the  presi- 
dency, for  one,  I  am  HnwHRng  to  prejudge  his  counet 
Bttll  more  to  proclaim  in  advance  an  uncompromising 
hoatility  to  hia  administration.  He  is  constitutionally 
elected.  The  people  have,  at  least,  gone  through  the 
forms  of  an  election^  and  we  owe  it  to  them  to  give  his 
measures  a  candid  consideration.  Nor  if  there  any  thing 
in  the  course  prescribed  to  him  to  justify,  in  my  opinion, 
predetermined  opposition  from  any  quarter.  It  is  true, 
the  bumiliatiiqr  condition  has  h«n  imposed  upon  him  of 
fellowing  In  the  footatepi^  and  oarrjinr  out  ^e  prind- 
plca,  aa  they  are  called,  of  General  Jaekaont  but  this,  in 
reality,  it  no  restriction:  it  giTCi  him  full  latttudei  a 
carte  bbmche  to  steer  hts  courae  to  any  point  of  the  po- 
litical compass.  For  what  principle  is  there,  or  mesa- 
ure,  which  has' ever  agitated  or  divided  the  American 
people,  in  respect  to  which  General  Jackson  has  not,  at 
diflVrent  tine^  held  opposite  pointionaf  Let  us  test  the 
operation  of  tbit  pledge  upon  the  future  policy  of  the 
administration. 

Will  Ur.  Van  Buren  favor  retrenchment  and  rtfoml 
Why,  sir,  so  did  General  Jackson  t  it  was  the  very  watch* 
word  of  the  parly.  Will  he  set  his  face  against  ihemf 
He  may  plead  the  example  of  his  predecessor. 

Will  he  recommend  a  protecting  tarifTf  He  will  find 
full  authority  in  the  early  meaaagea  of  General  Jackson, 
and  in  hh  eonne  during  the  controversy  with  South 
CaroEni.  Will  he  diseounteBinee  the  principle  of  pro> 
tcction.^  The  later  meisages,  especially  the  last,  if  they 
do  not  abandon  it,  fritter  it  away  until  it  ceaaes  to  be  of 
any  practical  importaneei  besides,  General  Jackson  was 
always  for  a  judicious  tarifft  and  that  we  know  h  any 
tariff  that  is  popular  with  the  msjority. 

A  national  hank:  what  courae  willbe  take  in  relation 
to  thatf  The  prediction  baa  been  made,  by  far-sighted 
politicians,  that  fimr  years  will  not  elapse,  certainly  not 
five,  before  such  an  institution  will  be  orgsnized.  1 
trust,  sir,  it  is  a  fwlse  prophecy.  But  Ur.  Van  Buren 
miy  recomnnend  or  approve  it  in  conformity  with  the 
opinions  of  General  Jackaon  in  the  messagea  of  1839  and 
1830|  or  he  may  denounce  uncompromising  boMiltty, 
and  refer  to  the  battle  with  the  monster. 

Internal  Improvement;  will  lie  oppose  the  doctrine? 
We  shall  be  told  it  bad  been  long  atnce  oniahed  beneath 
the  Hsysvitle  veto.  Will  he  sanction  it'  *  The  enor- 
moos  expenditures  lavished  on  this  onjuataystem  during 
the  present  administration,  grestly  exceeding,  it  is  be- 
lieved, those  of  all  the  preceding  administrationa  togeth- 
er, will  prove  that  he  is  atill  following  Die  footateps  of 
General  Jackaon. 
Will  be  naitttaio  Inviolate  the  rights  of  the  States? 


Why,  be  and  General  Jaokwn  were  «1«>yi  Jefftimian 
republieana— strict  oomtructiooiatB.  Will  he  trample 
them  beneath  bis  feet?  He  may  bold  Bp  the  proelana* 
tion,  and  show  that  he  it  but  carrying  out  the  principlet 
of  General  Jackson. 

The  surplus  revenuct  wilt  he  recommend  its  distribu- 
tion among  the  States?  The  messages  of  1829  and  1830 
will  support  the  recommendation,  and  refute  every  ar- 
gument against  ita  propriety.  Will  he  deny  the  right 
of  Congreas  to  return  to  the  people  what  has  been  un- 
lawfully wrested  from  themF  So  does  the  message  of 
1836,  which  contains  a  full  reesntation  of  the  doctrines 
of  1830. 

So,  sir,  he  may  reward  members  of  Gongress  with  ex- 
ecutive appointments,  or  denounce  such  appointments  aa 
making  corruption  the  order  of  the  dayi  be  may  depre- 
cate liw  use  «  official  patronage  in  Interfiering  with  the 
freedom  of  elections,  or  employ  it  in  eeeuring  the  elec> 
tion  of  his  own  favorite  to  the  presidency,  and  not  de* 
pert  from  the  footsteps  of  his  predecessor. 

1  repeat  that  the  pledge  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  carry 
out  the  principles  of  General  Jackson  commits  him  to  no 
settled  scheme  of  policy.  There  may,  sir,  pertMpa,  be 
one  exception,  on  a  aubjeet  of  great  intereat  to  the  coun- 
try; I  mean  the  disposliion  of  the  public  domain.  Upon 
.  that  I  fear,  from  the  tenor  of  tlie  l»at  message,  and  more 
'  especially  from  what  fed  this  morning  from  the  gentle- 
man from  HissisMppi,  [Mr.  Claibobitx,]  that  hia  policy 
has  been  already  decided,  and  pledges  given  of  peculiar 
ftvor  to  the  new  Statca.  That  gentleman,  if  I  correctly 
apprehended  his  remarks,  intimated  that  such  expecta- 
tions had  becB  «eated,  which  bad  induced  himself,  and 
the  Bute  he  repretenta,  to  support  Mr.  Van  Buren,  a 
stranger  to  them,  in  preference  to  Judge  White,  a  high- 
ly respected  friend  and  neighbor)  and  threata  were  held 
out  of  a  refusal  to  vote  appropriations,  or  to  act  with 
ttte  party  tn  power,  unms  those  expectations  were 
speedily  fulfilled. 

[Ur.  Cx-AiBoani  explained.  He  said  that,  in  the 
warmth  of  argument,  he  might  have  expressed  himself 
in  terms  tliat  did  not  proper^  convey  his  meaning.  He 
and  his  Constituents  rq^rded  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  every 
wsy  qualified  for  the  president^:  believing  this,  they 
were  induced  to. support  him  in  preference  to  Judge 
White,  because  they  hsd  reasons  to  think  his  election 
would  be  more  fsvorable  to  the  views  and  interests  of 
the  new  States.    He  meant  to  convey  no  threat.] 

Mr.  RoBBKTBox.  1  am  iocspable,  sir,  of  misrepresent- 
ing any  thing  said  on  this  floor.  Tbe  gentluDan*!  ex* 
planation  learea  the  matter  just  as  I  stated  it.  I  should 
not  have  adverted  to  the  remarks  be  made,  had  I  not. 
supposed  they  fully  expreaaed  hia  aentimenta.  If  bia 
judgment,  upon  reflection,  doea  not  approve  tbem,  I 
waive  any  further  observation  upon  them.  1  must  ac- 
knowledge, however,  sir,  that  I  should  have  been  pleaaed 
lo  bear  what  reasona  the  gentleman  liad  for  the  expecla* 
tions  it  seems  he  and  his  constituents  entertaint  and  I 
warn  him,  and  the  party  with  whom  be  acta,  that  the 
old  Slates,  who  surrendered  thb  immense  domain  for 
the  common  benefit  of  all,  wilt  never  yield  their  perfect 
right  to  participate  equally,  at  least.  In  that  wb'cb  waa 
once  exclusively  their  own. 

But  except  in  ihtf  particuUr  instance,  Mr,  Speaker, 
which  1  have  juit  mentioned,  if  that  be  an  exception, 
there  is  scarcely  a  lingle  principle  or  measure  which 
Hr.  Van  Buren  may  not  adopt  or  repudiate,  without 
violating  hia  pledge  to  follow  in  the  fvottfepa  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson.  He  will  be  borne  out  In  ritber  ease  by 
the  precept  or  prsctice  of  bis  predccesMir.  In  most 
cases  he  will  find  both;  tbe  precept  one  way,  and  die 
practice  the  other. 

Let  him,  then,  as  he  may  in  good  faiih,  adnpt  Ihote 
which  will  bring  about  a  reformation  of  tbe  manifold 
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abuMs  of  tbe  Gorvrnment,  and  a  reduMioo  of  it>  preient 
wuteful  espendilureii  let  him  set  his  face  aptinst  the 
achrmes  of  tbe  aborrtionistst  discountenance  an  iniqui- 
toua  tariff*,  a  national  hankt  an  unjust  and  unconstitutional 
qraten  of  intenial  UDproTcawntf  let  bin  abstun  from 
vMating  tbe  ricfata  of  the  Slateai  from  tbe  eieretae  of 
undeleted  and  doubtful  poverai  fiwB  the  eorrupiing' 
practice  of  beatowinif  lucraiive  appointoienta  on  oiem- 
hers  of  Conprcsst  let  him,  sir,  abora  all,  following  tbe 
adftce  of  bis  predecessor,  exterminate  the  monster, 
parly  spirit,  and  take  care  that  tbe  public  offices  be  filled 
with  capable  and  honest  ment  let  him  do  this,  conform- 
ing  to  tbe  good  old  republican  doctrines,  and  his  meas- 
urea  at  least  shall  have  mjr  bundle  support,  bcre  or  ebe- 
wherci  and|  I  doubt  not,  that  of  my  friend  from  South 
C^arolina,  [Mr.  Pickiks,]  who  has  so  indignantly  and 
doquently  denounced  the  principles  that  bare  brought 
bim  into  power. 

[Mr.  PioKSBs  requested  his  friend  from  Virginia 
would  sllow  him  to  explain.  He  sud  he  bad  decltred 
unconipromiiuig  hostility  to  the  prioeiplea  upon  which 
the  new  admtniitmtioa  was  coming  Into  power,  and  that 
nothii^  could  fceoncile  bin  to  ratify  those  principles  by 
a  re-election  of  the  man,  although  be  might  be  found 
supporting  any  of  his  measure*  tbrt  anight  be  sound.] 

Mr.  RoasBTsov  said  the  ohserrations  alluded  to  bad 
probably  been  misundentood,  and  he  wu  pleased  that 
tbe  opportunity  had  been  afforded  of  correctif^  any 
misspprebenwon. 

But,  sir,  I  have  too  far  already,  I  fear,  violated  parlia< 
nientvy  order,  though  not  perhaps  congressional  usage, 
in  following  other  gentlemen  who  bare  Unidied  on  the 
course  of  the  next  administration.  The  two  adtoinis- 
irations  are  so  connected,  or,  rather,  identified,  that  it 
is  difficult  to  look  at  the  one  without  seeing  the  other. 
Like  the  colors  of  the  rainbow,  they  are  so  happily 
blended  that  h  is  not  easy  to  my  where  one  ends  or 
tfte  other  begins.  We  behold,  indeedi  not  so  macli  a 
new  adminiBtration  aa  a  continuatioa  of  tbe  (dd  one,  un- 
ilef  a  new  namei  not  so  property  a  succession  as  a  re- 
gency— that,  sir,  is  the  appropriate  nsme— bound  to 
carry  out  the  views  and  obey  the  will  of  the  reigning 
monarch. 

I  have  enumerated,  Mr.  Speaker,  specific  charge 
made  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Rhode  IsUndt  sufficient, 
pcrhsps,to  oceapy  the  attention  of  tbe  committee  for 
the  reaidue  of  this  session.  If  the  gcntteoiaa  will  not 
obey  the  suggestion  of  some  of  his  friend^  and  withdraw 
the  amendment,  I  shall  ask  permission  to  insert  these 
cltarges  in  ii,  in  order,  as  be  will  probably  be  a  member 
of  the  committee,  that  be  may  have  an  opportunity 
aVorded  him  of  making  them  good. 

Tbe  re  is  one  other  charge,  however,  foonded  on  oc- 
currences of  a  later  date,  that  ought  not  lo  be  omitted. 
]  allude  to  the  removal  of  Melvill,  Coggeshall,  and  otb. 
era,  from  subordinate  sppfMntmenls  in  the  customs,  by 
Littlefield,  the  collector  of  Newport  An  account  of  this 
transaction  will  be  found  among  the  records  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  a  report  made  on  the  last  day  of  the  last  session. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Isbind  objected  to  the 
resolution  before  us  because  the  committee  might  re- 
quire the  departments  to  furnish  information  relating  to 
rentovab  from  office.  He  aeemed  horror^trucfc  at  the 
bare  tbooght  of  such  an  investigation.  Well  may  it  be 
dreadedi  for  there  is  no  part  of  the  action  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment in  which  there  would  probably  be  found  more  cor- 
ruption, iojostice,  and  oppresrion.  But  tbiiy  «r,  ii  « 
specific  chargr,  nude  by  one  of  hii  own  fellow-citizens, 
of  an  abuse  practised  in  bis  own  Statei  and  the  gentle- 
man win,  1  trust,  aid  the  committee  in  ascertaining  its 
tniUt. 

Melvill  atate^  In  bis  petition,  that  he  held  h>s  appoint, 
nent  under  tbe  fomcr  collector,  Bllery,  Av  ten  yearsi 


that  Ellery  was  satisfied  with  his  conduct,  aad  m  iiSMn. 
ed  Littlefieid,  his  successor)  that  be  wss  contisued  is  ot 
fice  by  Littlefieid  until  March  last,  wboi  be,  aitli  (iw 
others,  was  removed.  He  ascribes  these  rcwinlidtlhs 
influence  of  party  spirit,  and  more  immediittelr  to  the 
proceedings  of  **an  administiMiMi  moctiait''  Mi  it 
Newport,  and  at  which  it  is  said  the  geaUews  ftna 
Rhode  Island  was  present,  lade  that  bilHstiWMIss 
this  subject  msy  be  read. 

Tbe  Clerk  read  the  following  pasnge: 

*'  Not  long  after  Mr.  Uttlefield  became  fioUector,  ht 
was  called  on  by  those  wbo  recommended  lua  toofict, 
to  know  why  be  had  not  made  tbe  raKmls  frsa 
appointraenu  to  office  which  be  bad  promised,  in  cm 
be  obtained  the  appointment  of  collector.  HewuK- 
eused  of  keeping  in  employment  those  wbo  h»d  nnifbre. 
ly  opposed  tbe  administration,  totbeexcluKonof  Itinp- 
porters)  and  be  was  tbrcateiwd  with  their  dwplewin  it 
be  did  not  speedily  comply  wjth  his  engsgenenti,  aait 
previous  to  his  appointment.  A  meeting  of  pwtitm 
was  soon  after  held,  styling  themselves  *  a  coBoiktce  «l 
the  administratkm  party,*  where  a  list  wu  Hade  ori 
the  officers  of  tbe  euatoma  required  to  be  rcMved,  tai 
of  those  wbo  were  selected  to  be  appointed  in  ibei 
pkces)  which  was  sent  to  tbe  collector,  LittleGdd,  siDi 
a  request  that  he  would  immediately  make  those  m>- 
vail  and  appointments)  which  list  of  proseribed  offictf^ 
and  those  who  were  to  take  their  places,  was  sent  bylk 
collector,  as  bis  own  list,  to  the  Secretary  of  IbsTMt- 
ury  for  his  approval,  and  it  waa  approved  of  by  tte  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasnry, 

"  or  the  officers  attached  to  tbe  customs  at  N»p«(, 
who  hel4  office  when  Mr.  Littlefieid  csme  in  m  oil- 
lector,  three  were  retained  and  five  removedt  of  4e 
three  retained,  one  had  not  recently  opposed  the  idn» 
istrstion,  and  gave  assurances  that  he  would  ool  id  w- 
turei  the  other  two  liad  uniformly  voted  with  tbe  » 
ministratioo  party.  Of  the  five  removed,  one  bad  IM^ 
times  voted  with  tbe  admiiUslration  party,  but  dcched 
voting  when  members  of  tbe  GenerM  Assembly  vento 
be  chosen,  who  were  to  elect  a  Senator  to  Cmgit^  ^* 
Fatber-in-Iaw  being  the  whig  eandidatet  two  oT 
were  not  freeholders,  of  course  bad  no  vote;  and  in 
othen,  by  their  votes,  bad  uniformly  oppoied  tbe  adein- 
istration  party." 

Melvill  further  states,  in  bis  petition,  Ihst  lA^oM 
told  him  that  Cfmesball  bad  been  removed  brcamebe 
and  bia  son  nntmmly  voted  against  the  admiaiitntioti 
that  no  complaints  bad  been  made  against  biOi 
villi)  that  be  had  perforned  bis  duties  corretil; 
faithfully]  that -it  waa  not  tbe  collector's  wiih  tw» 
should  be  removedt  and  that  he  should  be  pIcM^'f^'^ 
him  reinstated,  which  be  thought  migbt  be  cftetedv 
a  proper  representation  to  tbe  Secrctwr  of  theTtoasr- 
He  fiirther  states  than  an  honorable  member  of  G«S'*'| 
from  Rhode  bland,  for  irttom  hebad  voted  ss i<u>fv» 
had  a  vote,  and  to  whom  be  applied  for  an  expbniNe 
of  the  cause  of  hii  removal,  informed  bim  "thstiini 
staled  by  one  of  tbe  committee  «bo  made  tbe  noni* 
tions,  that,  five  or  six  years  agt^  when  Governor  Feaia 
was  a  candidate  for  Governor,  although  Melvill  roM 
for  bim,  yet  be  voted  for  the  whole  oppoaitioD  hckel 
But  the  strongest  reason  for  hia removal  w,  "unt" 
waa  not  posicaaed  of  a  freeboU  estate,  and  MoldKai 
no  use  to  tbe  party,  even  if  he  was  favorable  to  tseff 
meaaures;"  "  that  it  was  incumbent  on  the  party  lo 
band  all  their  resources]"  but  further  said,  if  bevM" 
<*  posiesB  himself  of  a  freehold  esUte,  and  Mippo^  IM 
administration,  be  should  be  appointed  to  a  batter  nvct, 
when  the  new  custom-boose  act  should  psst."  Aiu 
Coggeshall,  that  this  same  member  of  Congiesi  told  »■ 
he(C.)  had  been  reinstated  upon  *'the  expie«««^ 
tion  that  be  and  Ui  aon  ihoald  In  Atan  TOM  «  ue  «" 
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dT  the  aclmlnlstn^.'*  Metrill  solieited  Um  Semttry 
of  the  Treaaury  to  loforiD  him  for  whkt  euM  he  htd 
been  remored,  decUrinf;  that  it  voald  be  a  touree  of 
Boniiohtion  to  him  and  hil  family  to  know  that  there 
were  no  ohtrgta  againit  him  of  ineompeteney  or  neg- 
lect. He  add  rf  wed  him  Mgvn^  repreaentinfr  all  the  fictt 
of  bia  case,  hia  lapport  of  the  adminiBtralion  ever  since 
the  flrit  eleotioa  of  General  Jaefcaon,  bia  fttitbfbl  aervieea 
in  office,  hia  Inability  at  bb  advanocd  tge,  if  deprived  of 
iti  emotumenti,  to  support  a  numeroas  hmily.  He  ap- 
pealed  to  him  for  justice.  Tbe  Secretary  replied  that 
bis  communiealioRB  had  been  referred  to  the  collector, 
with  inatruetiona  to  report  upon  his  case.  He  requested 
a  copy  of  tbe  report)  and  receired  a  brief  answer,  that 
the  eolleetor  bad  only  exercised  hia  hpi  riffhta,  and  that 
tiie  Department  saw  no  ooeaHon  for  ita  further  interfer- 
ence, bat  woold  leave  the  reanonribllity  on  the  eolleetor. 
He  repeated  bis  request,  and  waa  amwered  that  *■  the 
representations  of  eolleetors  to  the  Department  were, 
^nerally,  of  a  onnfidenliM  nature."  He  then,  sir,  pre- 
sented his  memorial  to  the  Senate.  He  asked  nothingf 
for  himself,  but  prayed  that  such  legislation  might  be 
bad  as  would  restrain,  in  future,  sucb  an  abuse  of  power 
ai  had  been  pnettaed  towards  hia. 

The  gentleman  fhnn  Louisiana  Indignantly  denoaneea 
all  inquiry  into  the  eondaet  of  four  execulive  Depart- 
ments, as  inqaisitoria).  What  will  he  say  to  the  inquisi- 
tion which  those  Departments  themselres  bsv e  avowedly 
establiabedf  The  character  ui  every  public  officer,  of 
every  eitisen  of  the  country,  lies  at  the  mercy  of  these 
•eeret  tribunals^  liable  to  be  stabbed  in  tbe  dark  by  the 
hand  of  an  unaeen  aasas^n.  Little,  sir,  does  Levi  Wood- 
bury deserve  tbe  high  encomium  that  gentleman  passed 
upon  him,  if  the  document  I  have  referred  to  containa 
the  truth.  If,  sir,  he  knew  and  approved  the  oppression 
exercised  towards  Melrill,  his  heart  ia  as  bard  as  the 
granite  rock  of  bis  native  State.  I  go  further:  If  tbe 
facta  are  as  they  are  represented  on  the  oath  of  a  man 
whose  veracity  aeema  not  to  be  questimted,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasory  haa  lanotioned  these  proceedings, 
be  deaervca  to  be  disgraeefblly  deprived  of  the  power 
he  abuses.  Tes,  sir,  unless  Mr.  Madison,  the  purity  of 
whose  life  and  principles  will  exhibit  a  striking  contrast 
with  thoae  of  some  who  will  figure  in  the  annals  of  the 
present  day,  hsa  strangely  misconceived  the  nature  of 
this  jiffienoe,  it  is  one  for  which  the  President  himself 
would  be  Jiut||y  subjected  to  impeachment  and  removat 
An  old  and  faithful  public  servant  is  to  be  dismisBed  ha- 
Muse  he  ta  too  poor  to  buy  a  vote,  or  too  honest  to  aell 
one.  He  la  of  no  further  use  to  the  partyi  that  parly, 
sir,  who  profpss  to  be  the  exclunve  friends  of  the  poor; 
and  in  his  old  age  reduced  to  beggary,  bis  reputation, 
all_  that  is  left  him,  blasted,  perhaps  forever,  and  the 

Erivilege  denied  him  of  knowing  the  ehsrges  against 
tm,  or  being  confronted  with  his  accuser.  Yes,  the  of- 
fidal  doenmeat  in  the  possenion  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, which  showa  tbe  real  graand  of  his  removal, 
and  may  prove  bis  innocence,  withheld,  not  fnxn  him 
only,  but  even  from  a  committee  of  tbe  Senate. 

There  is  one  circumstance  disclosed  in  these  proceed- 
ings that  should  not  pass  unnoticed.  It  shows  the  sUvish 
doctrines  that  the  system  of  proacription  adopted  by  the 
present  administrmtioo  la  but  too  well  oalcnlated  to  in- 
culcate. One  of  the  renond  officers— removed,  as  be 
aeema  to  tuppose,  solely  upon  poKtical  connderations— 
testifiea  that  he  informed  tbe  collector  that,  thouf^  offi 
cers  of  the  United  Siatea  Government  might  vote  as 
they  pleased  In  State  or  municipal  elections,  '*it  was  his 
flzed  opinion  that  a  man  holding  an  office  under  tbe 
Government  of  the  United  States  was  not  justified  in  vo- 
ting againat  any  officer  who  was  favorable  to  thoae  who  ad- 
ministered the  Government.'*  Thi^  sir,  is  the  demo- 
cratic republiun  dectriaet  that  no  mm  'a  worthy  of  an 


office  who  is  not  ready  to  aaerifloe  bis  conscience  for  the 
good  of  his  partyt  and  we  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  in- 
quire even  mto  the  action  of  tbe  Gorcrnment  which  la 
thus  destroying  the  freedom  of  election.  It  would  bring 
suspicion  upon  the  heads  of  the  departments.  Their 
reputations,  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Indians, 
[Mr.  Lavi,]  are  like  those  of  innocent  womeoi  to  sus- 
pect is  to  damn  tbem.  Then,  air,  are  tb^  damned  al- 
ready, beyond  redemptioni  blasted  Iom'  rinee,  by  tbe 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island.  Sir,  tbat  gentleman, 
when  denouncing  official  corruption  in  the  case  of  the 
Wiscasset  collector,  said,  and  aaid  truly,  that  innocence 
haa  nothing  to  fear.  No)  and,  if  we  may  judge  of  the  fu- 
ture by  the  past,  guilt  has  nothing  to  fear.  What  pun- 
iabmcRt  followed  tbe  unparalleled  negligence,  enrop- 
tion,  and  abuse,  detected  in  the  Post  Offlee?  It  is  knowDi 
sir,  tbrooghout  the  country.  The  bead  of  the  Department 
waa  forthwith  removed,  and  promoted  to  one  of  the  high- 
est and  most  honorable  stations  in  the  gift  of  the  Executive. 
Every  means  ia  taken  to  elude  investigation.  The 

Sentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Riplit]  haa  even  con- 
escended  to  appeal  to  our  sympathy,  by  representing 
the  President  as  lying  on  bis  sick  bed,  and  tuks  of  th<» 
ingratitude  of  republics.  Ii^ratitude  ia  not  ao  often  the 
wa  of  republics  aa  gratitude  to  the  grave  of  Uieir  liberty. 
It  is  Uie  gratitude  of  the  people  tbat  too  often  overiooki 
the  ftulta  of  some  brilliant  conqueror,  and  arms  him  with 
power — their  own  power — to  crush  them.  What  more 
would  tbe  gentleman  ask  for  General  Jackson  f  He  haa 
received,  as  well  as  the  gentleman  himself,  a  full  share 
of  tbe  honors  and  emolumenta  of  tbe  country.  I  am 
grateful  to  botht  and  equally  ao  to  the  poor  soldier  who 
fought  under  their  command,  and  whoae  bonea  wbitca 
the  nattle-fielda  of  our  country.  I  profess  none  of  ttiat 
sickly  sensibility  that  yields  all  the  glory  and  honor  to 
the  great  and  powerful,  and  expends  itself  in  lamenta- 
tions for  their  calamities.  I  r^ret  to  hear  of  the  bodily 
suffering  of  the  Prendent,  aa  much  aa  I  would  of  yours, 
air,  or  of  that  of  the  gentleman  from  I«ouiManS(  no  more. 
But  what  eonne^on  is  there  between  tbe  Prendent's  in- 
disposition and  tbe  meaaure  under  consideration  f  If  any 
gentleman  will  say  tbat  the  President's  personal  attend- 
ance is  necessary,  I  will  vote  to  defer  the  inquiry  until 
be  shall  be  restored.  But  I  csnnot  consent  that  all  legis- 
hition  shall  be  suspended  because  the  President  is  sicki 
that  our  frontier  shall  be  ravaged,  the  poor  Indisn  rob- 
bed and  mMiacred  for  his  properly,  the  pecuUtor  fatten 
on  tbe  public  spoils,  and  corruption  and  oppression  go 
unpunished  and  unexamined,  beeauae  tbe  President  in 
sick.  I  will  not  believe  that  this  investigation  will  give 
him  pain.  The  ^nlleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Glabcock] 
tells  us  that  be  »  authorised  to  say  that  the  President  de- 
airea  a  strict  investigationi  and  gentlemen  ought  not  lo 
distrust  his  sincerity.  Sir,  sick  as  be  is,  it  is  better  that 
be  rtiould  sometimes  hear  tbe  plain  language  of  truth, 
than  to  be  natueated  with  doaes  of  flattery  acrved  up 
daily  from  this  ball. 

It  is  tinne  this  struggle  should  end.  Gentlemen  tell  oa 
it  ia  too  latet  it  is  tbe  short  session,  and  one  eommittee 
cannot  perform  the  task.  Last  year  I  had  the  honor  of 
proposing  a  simibr  investigation,  and,  that  it  might  he 
effectual,  asked  a  separate  committee  for  each  disltnct 
head  of  inquiry.  But  then,  sir,  it  was  the  long  session. 
In  the  long  session,  six  or  seven  committees  are  too 
many.  In  tbe  short  session*  one  ia  not  enough.  True, 
sir,  it  Is  a  Herculean  Ubori  but  let  lu  make  ■  beginning. 
If  the  Augean  atablea  eannot  be  Iboroughly  deaived,  at 
least  tbe  filthy  heap  may  be  removed  thai  blocks  up  tbe 
entrance. 

Before  Mr.  Roavarsov  had  finished  his  speech,  (the 
whole  of  which  is  given  above,)  be  gave  way  to  a  motion 
for  atyonmiDent. 

And  tbe  Home  atyoumcd. 
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THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  HouM  retumed  the  e<m>!dention  of  the  follow- 
inf  moIutiuB,  ofTcKd  on  ycfterday  by  Mr.  Ciiktos 
Allivi 

"Bt  Uraolud,  That  « telect  committee  of  one  member 
froto  eich  State  be  Appointed,  wboM  duty  it  ihall  be  to 
inquire  into  the  juitiee  and  expediency  of  makinff  to 
each  of  Um  thirteen  original  American  Statea,  together 
with  each  of  tha  Statci  of  Vermont,  MaiM*  Kentuckyi 
and  Tenncaaee,  mob  granta  of  the  publio  landa,  for  the 
purpoaes  of  education,  aa  wilt  correipund  in  a  jutt  pro- 
portion with  tlioM  heretofore  made  in  bvor  of  (he  first* 
named  Statea  and  Terrttoriea,  and  that  aaid  comntittee 
have  ieave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwiae.  But,  (o  aroid 
the  objection  of  one  State  holding  land  in  another,  the 
committee  it  directed  to  inaert  a  eiaiiae  in  the  bill  which 
they  ntay  report,  proriding  that  the  granta  to  be  made 
ttiereby  ahall  be  subject  to  sale  under  the  laws  of  the 
General  Government  now  in  force,  and  that  the  pro> 
eeeda  arising  therefrom  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Statea 
entitled  to  tbe  same." 

To  which  the  Tolloving  amendments  were  pending: 

By  Mr.  Viaxoir: 

**  Hmthed,  That  aaid  committee  be  further  instructed 
to  inquire  Into  the  ezped'ieney  of  Inserting  a  clauae  in 
aid  bill  to  pay  swd  new  States  tbe  value  of  the  improve* 
ments  made  by  (hem  on  the  public  landa,  or  to  pay  to 
tiiem  the  amount  the  public  lands  would  have  hern  aa- 
■esaed  for  taxes,  if  they  had  been  private  property." 

By  Mr.  CLAiaoani,  of  Miasissiopi,  to  amend  tbe 
amendment  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

And  provided  that  no  such  grant  shall  interfere  with 
or  be  located  on  the  cUim  or  Improvement  of  any  actual 
■ettler  on  the  public  lands." 

Mr.  A.  G.  HARRISON  aaid,  that  when  tbe  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  introduced  bis  resolution  on  yesterday, 
he  was  at  first  inclined  to  think  that  it  would  be  improper 
then  to  go  into  a  ditcussion  of  the  merits  of  the  question, 
and  felt  willing  that  the  resolution  should  be  referred 
without  debatet  but  maturer  reflection  bad  convinced 
him  that  he  was  in  an  error,  and  that  it  was  proper  a  full 
diseusiion  fhonld  be  had,  and  the  subject  thoroughly  un- 
deritood,  in  order  that  the  Uouae  might  indicate,  by  its 
present  movements,  its  future  disposition  of  the  subject. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  11.,  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  their 
future  diiposition  by  Congress,  ia  one  vitally  interesting 
to  the  people  I  repreaentt  and  the  change  contemplated 
by  the  resolutions  under  consideration  is  of  so  extraordi- 
nary a  character  that  I  feel  constrained,  however  un- 
prepared, to  Submit  a  few  a  remarks  before  the  question 
IS  taken. 

Sir,  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  in  his  preamble, 
in  relation  to  the  amount  of  the  public  Unds  that  had 
been  given  to  tbe  new  States,  in  the  way  of  grants,  is 
wholly  deceptive.  It  assumes  the  position,  and  is 
anxious  to  produce  the  impression,  that  these  grants,  on 
the  part  of  the  General  Government,  were  a  graluityi 
that  the  new  Statea  had  rendered  no  equivalent,  and 
that  no  valuable  consideration  had  passed.  Never,  sir, 
was  there  any  thing  more  unlnie.  Sir,  we  paid  a  high 
price,  the  bigheai  poasible  price  which  freemen  can 
pay,  i'or  the  grants  that  were  made  to  us,  and  for  the 
privilege  of  comin  ginto  this  Union.  We  gave  up  a  por- 
tion of  our  Mcred  righta  aa  a  free  and  aovereign  peo> 
pIc)  of  those  rights,  Hr.  Speaker,  which  you  and  your 
8(ate  enjoys — which  all  of  tbe  old  States  of  this  Union 
possess,  but  which  are  prohibited  to  us.  We  gave  up 
the  right  of  uxing  lands  lying  within  our  own  limits,  one 
of  the  highest  attributes  of  aovereignty.  Sir,  it  is  tbe 
Kving  principle  of  sovereignty — the  aclf-eziating  apring 
of  all  Irce  Govemmcnti.   It  was  tbi^  sir,  that  we  gave 


up)  this  ia  the  price  tbet  we  paid  for  the  landa  that  we 
got  from  tbe  General  Government  by  expreaaatip«latw% 
and  which  tbe  gentleman  ia  pleased  to  denominate  dena- 
Uona>  What  are  these  donations,  and  how  came  tbe 
General  Government  to  give  and  the  Sutea  to  receive 
them?  I  will  explain  it.  Upon  the  admiaMOO  ^  the 
new  Statea  into  the  Union,  there  were  alwaya  atipulatioa 
submitted  by  the  General  Government  to  the  States  wish- 
ing to  enter  into  tbe  Union,  to  which  they  were  obl^ed 
to  agree  before  coming  in.  Examine  all  tbe  varieos 
ordinances  that  were  passed  by  Coogresa  upon  tbe 
several  new  Statea  coming  into  tbe  Unioo^  and  it  wSlbc 
invariably  found  that  the  mods  which  the  scntleaae  has 
paraded  bcfbre  the  world  as  donattooa  were  fpree  la 
tbe  Statea  for  specified  purpoaes,  ss  an  equfvalent  fot 
that  part  of  aovereignty  which  they  had  surrendered — net 
to  tax  the  public  lands,  nor  the  landa  sold  at  private 
aale,  for  five  yeara  after  the  aale.  In  the  adoaisdon  of 
Ohio  into  the  Union,  the  General  Govemment  aobnits 
three  propnitions  to  her,  which  waa  to  have  opua 
her  complying  with  the  eondiUons  inpoaedi  and  tbcac 
propositiona  were,  lat.  That  Ohio  ^ould  have  cveiy 
aixteenth  section  for  school  purpnaest  3d,  That  tbe  aalt 
aprings,  with  the  aections  of  land  which  include  them, 
should  be  given  to  bert  and,  Sd,  That  one  twentietb  part 
ofthenett  proceeds  of  tbe  landa  lyii^  within  the  aaid 
State,  after  deducting  all  expenses,  should  be  applied 
to  tbe  laying  out  and  making  public  roads,  &c.,  on 
the  cundiliona  that  the  convention  of  said  State  shall 
provide  by  an  ordinanee,  irrevocable  without  ttte 
consent  of  the  United  States^  that  every  aad  each 
tract  of  land  sold  after  a  certain  day  shall  be  and  re- 
main exempt  from  any  tax  paid  by  order  or  under  the 
authority  of  the  State,  for  tbe  space  of  five  years,  Ac. 
Such,  air,  were  the  cooditiona  imposed  by  the  G^ieral 
Government  upon  all  of  tbe  new  Stateii  and  aneh  is  the 
price,  with  the  additional  imposition  that  we  aliauld  not 
tax  the  public  hods^  which  we  have  paid  for  the  lands 
that  were  given  to  us  for  tbe  purpose,  dictated  to  as, 
of  erecting  common  schoola  and  seminariea  of  learnii^. 
These  were  the  conditions  required  of  us,  and  which  we 
had  quietly  to  submit  to,  and  take  as  an  equiTalent  for 
the  birthright  we  gave  upi  and  they  were  impoecd  upoo 
us  St  a  time  when  we  could  not  refuse,  and  exacted  by 
one  whoae  power  we  could  not,contndf  and  wboae  ia- 
juatice  we  could  neither  escape  nor  avert, 

I  deny,  sir,  that  my  State  has  received  one  acre  mon 
than  she  waa  entitled  to  under  the  bond.  It  ia  true  the 
gentleman  has  brought  an  account  againat  her  of 
1,181,248  acres,  when,  in  fact,  it  is  but  the  men  ot 
pottage.  Over  and  above  that  which  became  our  owa 
according  to  and  under  the  atipulationi  offered  us,  aad 
which  we  agreed  to,  because  we  bad  no  other  alterna- 
tive but  to  submit,  we  have  never  received  any  tbingj 
no,  nut  an  acre.  And,  sir,  shall  we  permit  tbe  charge 
to  go  out  to  the  world  that  we  have  received  this 
amount  as  gratuitoiu  donation^  when  it  ia  alu^tbtr 
false?  Never. 

1  willingly  admit  that  donations  of  land  have  been 
made  to  several  of  the  States.  But  for  theae  they  have 
paid  you,  more  than  doubly  paid  you,  by  their  Ubor  and 
the  improvement  of  tbe  country.  Tbeir  roads  and  their 
canals,  their  industry  and  enterprise,  have  more  tbaa 

Ehid  you  in  the  enhancement  of  the  value  of  tbe  public 
.nda.  As  was  justly  and  unanswerably  aaid  on  yeaterday 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Hr.  Viaxoa,]  the  roads  that 
have  been  made  by  the  people  of  tbe  new  Sutea,  under 
the  greatest  disadvantagni  under  the  dtaadvantages  of 
a  sparse  population,  and  of  nine  tenths  of  the  country 
being  owned  by  foreigners  or  by  the  Government;  and 
the  ficlda  that  have  been  cleared,  aad  the  ioiprovemeoM 
that  have  been  made,  have  given  to  your  landa  almoai 
all  the  value  which  they  posien.   Sir,  it  ii  tbe  fearlcsi 
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enterpriie,  the  boldness  and  the  dtring  of  the  We*tern 
man,  in  reaciting  your  lands  from  the  sava^  and  the 
beavtfl  of  the  forest,  that  has  ff'iven  tbem  value.  In  this 
they  have  paid  you,  and  more  than  paid  you,  for  all  (he 
donations  you  have  made  them.  The  difRculiies  incident 
to  the  settling  of  a  new  country,  the  Western  man  has 
met  and  surmounted;  and  after  be  has  converted  the 
haunta  of  wild  beasts  into  abodes  for  civiliied  men»  and 
the  untamed  forests  into  peaceful  habitation*,  and  made 
the  eountry  denrable  and  valuable  by  his  labnr,  he  is 
now  to  be  taunted  with  the  charge  of  having  received 
exelativ*  benefiti  from  his  Government  in  the  way  of 
diinationa,  whieb,  if  ever  made,  he  has  long  sioce  paid 
for. 

But.  sir»  in  the  consideration  of  thia  question,  I  lake 
another  and  a  higher  ground.  I  deity  the  power  of  thia 
Government  to  make  (he  grants  contemplated  by  the 
resolutions.  The  gentleman,  in  framing  his  resolution, 
saw  thia  difficulty  before  him,  and  has  endeavored  to  es- 
cape it  by  the  subterfuge  of  making  the  General  Govern- 
ment the  go-between  between  the  States  who  were  to 
receive  and  the  power  that  was  to  make  the  grants.  The 
resolution  reads:  **  But,  to  avoid  the  objection  of  one 
State  boMing  land  in  another,  the  eommtitce  ia  directed 
to  insert  a  cUuie  in  Ibe  bill  which  they  may  report,  provi- 
<)ing  that  the  grants  to  be  made  thereby  shall  be  subject 
to  sale  under  the  laws  of  the  General  Government  now  in 
force,  and  (bat  ^he  proceeds  arising  therefrom  ahall  be 
paid  9ver  to  the  States  entitled  to  the  same."  Here  be  at- 
tempti  to  make  the  General  Government  a  trustee  for 
tbe  benefit  of  the  States,  and,  in  doing  tbu,  runs  into  the 
difficulty  of  Ibe  old  question,  long  aince  settled,  of  di- 
viding amony  the  States  the  procetds  arising  from  tbe 
sales  of  the  public  luids.  Tbe  gentleman,  in  his  reso- 
lution, endeavors  to  occupy  ground  fVom  which  he  can 
shift  at  pleasure,  whenever  it  may  suit  his  purpose.  If 
you  charge  him  with  a  proposition  to  give  to  one  State 
lands  which  lie  in  another,  he  will  attempt  to  escape 
from  thia  difficulty  by  replying,  *■  but  the  General  Gov- 
ernment is  to  sell  the  lands  and  pay  over  the  proceeds." 
If  you  then  charge  hiift  with  a  proposition,  under  dis> 
guise,  to  divide  the  proceeds  arinng  from  ihe  aalea  of  the 
public  lands,  be  again  replies  that  his  rrsoUitions  were 
to  give  to  the  old  States  "such  grants  of  the  public 
landi,  for  the  purposes  of  education,  as  will  eorreipond, 
in  a  just  proportion,  with  those  heretofore  made  in  favor 
of  the  new  States."  Sir,  the  object,  the  moving  cause 
of  these  resolutions,  is  to  grant  away  the  public  tends  to 
the  different  States  of  this  Union,  and  I  shall  in  that  way 
consider  them. 

During  the  revolutionary  war.  and  immediately  sub* 
sequent  to  it.  Congress,  owing  to  growing  jealousies, 
and  open  complsints  of  those  States  which  had  no  pnb- 
lie  domain,  appealed  to  those  which  had,  and  beaoogbt 
then,  for  the  purpose  of  harmony  and  the  general  good, 
to  cede  their  luidi  to  the  Federal  Government;  and,  as 
an  inducement  towards  (his  end,  Congress  aotemniy 
promised  that  new  States  should  be  formed  oat  of  tbe 
territory  that  might  be  ceded,  and  that  these  new  States 
in  coming  into  the  Union,  should  be  as  free,  sovereign, 
and  independent,  as  the  old  States.  Here,  sir,  is  a  reso- 
lution on  this  subject,  passed  in  October,  1780: 

"  Seaofved,  That  tbe  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be 
ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  States,  by  any  par- 
ticular Slate,  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  Con- 
gresi  of  the  6ih  day  of  September  last,  shall  be  disposed 
of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  be 
settled  and  formed  into  distinct  republican  States,  which 
shall  become  members  of  tbe  Federal  Union,  and  have 
the  same  rights  of  sovereignly,  freedom,  and  independ- 
ence, ai  the  other  States."  Now,  sir,  if  these  States, 
in  coming  into  the  Union,  have  *<the  same  rights  of  sove* 
reignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  M  tbe  other  StatcS|" 
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what  earthly  power  iathere  that  can  grant  away  to  anoth- 
er lands  lying  within  their  limits^  Such  a  grant  would 
not  only  be  against  ttiis  express  promise  of  Congress, 
and  against  tbe  constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  it 
would  be  against  the  terms  of  the  bond  which  you  exact- 
ed from  us.  it  was  never  contemplated  In  the  agree- 
ments  made  by  tbe  States,  that  you  should  have  this 
power;  it  did  not  enter  Into  the  understanding,  it  form- 
ed no  part  of  the  contract;  And  even  had  any  conven- 
tion been  wild  enough  to  give  away  ibis  high  attribute  of 
sovereignty,  the  grant  would  have  been  void,  because  it 
is  a  power  which  they,  about  to  assume  (he  station  of  a 
free  and  a  sovereign  people,  could  not  have  parted  with. 
It  would  have  destroyed  the  object  in  view,  and  been 
against  not  only  the  principles  of  the  Government,  but 
(he  constitution  of  the  country.  The  agreement,  there- 
fore, between  the  Stales  and  (he  Federal  Government, 
extended  only  to  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of  the 
General  Government  to  the  public  domain  lying  within 
Ihe  limits  of  the  new  States,  and  their  right  to  dispo^ 
of  Ihe  ume.  The  General  Government,  therefore,  has 
no  more  right  to  grant  away  these  lands  to  another  State 
than  (hey  have  to  a  foreign  Power  beyond  the  Atlantic; 
for,  if  we  are  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  at  Mg 
we  are  so  to  every  intent  and  purpose,  except  so  Tar  u 
a  portion  of  our  power  has  been  vested  in  tbe  General 
Government  for  specified  purposes.  It  was  not  the  ob- 
ject of  the  States,  in  ceding  these  lands,  that  such  a  pow- 
er should  be  conferred  upon  the  General  Government, 
nor  did  (he  General  Government  ever  ask  for  these  ces- 
sions upon  sny  other  considerations  than  those  of  pro- 
ducing harmony  among  tbe  Statea,  and  of  Paying  the 
debt  which  we  had  incurred  by  the  Revolution.  This  is 
shown  beyond  contradiction  by  Ihe  resolution  of  Con* 
gross  passed  in  April,  1784.    1  will  read  il: 

"Sesolvedt  That  the  same  subject  [that  of  ceding  the 
public  lands]  be  again  presented  to  (he  attention  of  said 
States;  that  (hey  be  urged  to  consider  that  the  war  being 
now  brought  to  a  happy  termination  by  the  personal  ser- 
vices of  our  soldiers,  the  supplies  of  property  by  oar  cit- 
izens, and  loatii  of  money  from  them  as  well  as  from 
foreigners,  these  several'  creditors  have  a  right  to  ex- 
pect (hat  funds  shall  be  provided,  on  which  they  may 
rely  for  indemnification;  that  Congress  still  think  vacant 
territory  as  an  important  resource)  and  thst,  therefore, 
tbe  said  States  be  earnestly  pressed,  by  immediate  and 
liberal  cessions,  to  forward  these  necessary  enda^  and  to 
p?omute  the  harmony  of  the  Union.** 

Here,  air,  are  the  objecu  for  which  these  lands  were 
ceded,  and  these  alone  ire  the  objects  which  led  to  tbe 
cessions.  Such  a  monstrous  and  overwhelming  power 
as  that  claimed  by  the  resolutions  was  neither  aiked  for 
nor  given.  The  holy  purposes  of  producing  harmony 
in  the  Union,  and  paying  the  debt  incurred  by  tbe  Rev* 
oiution,  were  the  only  considerations  which  prompted 
the  States  to  cede  their  landa;  and  nowhere  else,  sinee 
the  cessions  were  made,  has  this  popwr  been  giveni  and 
no  where  can  it  be  found,  neither  in  tbe  statute  book, 
nor  in  the  constitution,  nor  in  tbe  principles  of  the  Gor- 
ernmrnt. 

These  resolutions,  should  they  pass,  would  entirely 
revolutionize  the  whole  land  system.  They  would  pro- 
duce a  new  stale  of  thingp,  the  effects  of  which,  tlieir 
bearing  upon  Ihe  prosperity  and  growth  of  the  new 
States,  ho  man  can  tell.  Ko  one  can  tell  bow  far  they 
would  aour  and  irritate  (he  feelings  of  the  people  t^thm 
new  Statea,  and  impair  that  harmony  which  la  the  life 
and  vigor  of  the  Union.  Already  do  tbe  new  States 
look  upon  your  measures  in  relation  to  the  public  lands 
as  rigorous  and  severe  beyond  any  argument  of  necesn- 
ly  or  propriety.  They  feel  that  they  have  been  oppress- 
ed! Mid  I  would  say,  air,  let  them  not  learn  from  your 
aeti  that  tbii  is  your  settled  dcterminatioa.  It  ii  not 
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wiie  (o  tggnriAe  «nd  bear  down  upon  tbc  ctufed  and 
worried  ipirit.  We  are  weak,  and  we  know  itj  you  are 
strong,  and  we  feel  it.  The  balance  of  political  power 
M  against  ui,  and  jrou  can  rxercite  it  for  our  advance- 
ment or  dealruction.  Let  nw  beaeeoh  jrou  to  listen  to 
mr  Toieei  and  not  to  dimgard  oar  waminga.  Wt  know 
what  wc  hare  done  for  the  General  OovemBent.  We 
kMW  what  Mrvicct  we  have  rendered  you,  what  price 
we  have  paid  for  all  the  luppoied  or  real  bencflu  you 
have  eonfrrred  upon  us.  We  know  that  it  is  the  axe 
and  the  rifle  of  the  Western  man  that  hare  been  the 
■wens  of  filling  your  Treasury  with  our  gold — that  it  is 
Ibe  roads  we  mtc  worked,  the  farma  we  have  cleared, 
the  inproreiDenta  we  have  made,  the  nillt  and  Ibe  bridges 
we  have  erected,  tbat  have  rendered  your  lands  valuable, 
and  made  tbroi  a  Muree  of  national  wealibi  and  we  claim 
to  be  heard  when  the  subject  of  dtcpoMng  of  the  public 
lands  is  agUated.  We  expect  (bat  our  opiniona  and 
wishes  shall  be  respected,  when  we,  of  all  others,  are 
the  most  deeply  interested,  and  must  be  supposed  to  be 
the  beat  acquainted  with  the  subject.  What  will  be  ttie 
•Dowquenccs^  if  thete  resohttiom^  addremed  to  the 
wont  paaiioM  of  the  human  heart,  diould  be  paswd?  Ar* 
viee  tbat  has  no  ^mpatby,  and  eupiditj  that  knows  no 
•iticlyi  will  rule  the  destinies  of  tbe  new  States.  Instead 
of  tMie,  as  at  present,  we  shall  hare  serenteen  or  eigh- 
teen masters,  who,  gorefned  by  a  spirit  of  selfishnas^ 
will  orerlfKik  our  most  sacred  rights,  and  check  oar  on- 
ward march  to  wealth  and  greatness,  by  finding  an  argu- 
ment for  the  genersl  gfood  in  every  measure  which  will 
redound  to  their  own  individual  interest.  What  can  we 
hope  for,  sir,  in  the  way  of  interaal  improvements,  in 
(be  way  of  liberal  measures,  calculated  to  advance  ua  in 
wealth  and  population,  when  we  should  have  to  con- 
vince the  Judgment  snd  obtain  the  consent  of  seven* 
teen  or  eighteen  masters,  io  relation  to  all  measures 
which  we  know  would  not  only  promote  our  own  pros- 
peri^,  but  would  enhance  that  of  the  nhole  country? 

Now,  sir,  St  this  time,  we  that  are  called  free  and 
Mvereign  States,  and  by  your  statute  books  are  said  to 
have  *'  tbe  same  tights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  aod  in* 
dependence,  as  the  other  Slates"  cannot  make  a  road 
in  our  country  without  being  tretpassers,  and  aubject  to 
tbe  penalties  of  your  laws.  Ye»,  Missouri,  the  free  and 
■overetgn  State  of  Hissouri,  cannot  make  a  road  with- 
out violating  tbe  laws  of  this  Unioo)  for  it  is  scarcely 
poiaihle  for  her  to  make  one,  without  running  it  over  the 
publie  lands.  Her  L^iabture,  if  desiroui  of  engaging  in 
the  system  of  internal  improvwnenti^  and  about  to  con- 
struct great  aod  important  works,  before  she  dare  embark 
ki  it,  although  sovereign  and  free — yes,  sir,  sovereign  and 
'free,  for  so  your  statute  book  mys,  and  which  is  responded 
to  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution— she  must 
come  here,  and  bumbqr  wpplicale  tbia  body  to  permit  ber 
to  tun  her  roads  over  the  public  lands)  There  is  not  a 
coUDty  tribunal  in  my  SUte  that  does  not,  every  time  it 
■its,  eemnuta  trespass  in  the  roads  which  they  order  to  be 
laid  out,  and  subject  themselves  to  damages.  And  yet 
we  are  free  and  sovereign!  What  mockery!  what  in* 
suit!  This  Is  bad  enough.  But  what  could  we  expect, 
if  the  Stales  of  this  Union  were  to  have  a  direct  inter- 
est in  your  public  landsf  We  should  be  aa  lambs  under 
the  hands  of  the  shearer.  Our  &te  would  be  that  of  un- 
happy Poland,  parcelled  out  and  distributed,  without 
sympathy  or  mercy,  among  those  with  whom  power  and 
right  are  convertible  terms,  and  whose  only  spring  of 
action,  whose  only  views  of  justice,  and  whose  only 
principle  of  right,  is  the  cold  and  merciless  prindple  of 
■elfishness,  which  looks  to  no  other  beacon  for  iu  guide 
but  tlie  one  nliich  lights  the  pathway  to  its  own  aggrand- 
iseiDent. 

But  the  gentleman  who  introduced  theae  resolutions 
taytbis  object  is  that  justice,  equal  justice,  sballbcdone 


to  all  the  other  States  in  relation  to  ibeie  S^, 
these  things  come  with  a  bad  grace  from  thit  {tnlk- 
man.  What  right  has  Kentucky  to  make  Ibu  dcsiud' 
What  right  bu  she  to  talk  of  equal  justice  indiitnbulM 
the  pabl'w  lands,  when  she  is  swollen  with  tbe  nsllb 
aequifed  fcom  the  lands  that  she  daimed  and  ntd  nthn 
her  own  limtis'  How  came  she  by  thew  Undi'  fftat 
just  right  had  ibe  to  the  bmds  within  ber  limiu  wn 
than  tbe  other  States?  Sir,  she  came  into  tha  Unioo  «■ 
trammelled  t  we  came  in  boeod  hand  snd  foot.  1M 
bond  we  gave  was  exacted  from  us  under  durewc.  Bni, 
I  ask  a^ain,  what  right  has  Kentucky  to  sppeir  bm 
with  "jaatiaf'  in  ber  mouth,  when  she  is  gorged  sat 
unrighteous  wealth  acquired  from  Isnds  die  bu  nU' 
Sheliaa  bad  and  sold  her  millions  of  acreti  and  to  vtioa 
did  she  ever  propose  a  divtsionf  When  did  ihe  em 
offer  to  be  "just?"  Sir,  unless  the  gentleiwn'iideoof 
justice  are  altogether  one-nded,  I  hope  he  will  Mcept 
u  a  modification  the  re«>lHtion  which  I  disU  oScr  u 
such.  But  if  he  will  not  accept  it,  I  give  notice  thitlvH 
offer  it  u  soon  as  ao  opportunity  occurs.  In  mtH*. 
sir,  1  am  prompted  by  a  sense  of  strict  jaitiee.  ssdibj 
by  a  principle  wbiA  we  act  upon  in  tbe  Vert.  tob{li 
fire  with  fire,  when  the  Bre  baa  seized  upon  snd  se* 
suminc our  large  and  extensive  prwries.  When  lUdt*- 
astatinp  flames,  in  rolling  volumes  of  terrific  pwW, 
are  rushing  upon  us  and  about  to  consume  sll  ttat « 
are  worth— all  tbat  we  prixe  as  sacred  and  hold  deif- 
the  family  hearth  and  the  cherished  bome-'t«  Uies  m 
self-preservation  leaches  us  to  burn  sgaisst  Ibe  n{iW 
ekment.   The  reK>luthm  which  I  hold  id  ay  hud  <■ " 


fered  upon  the  same  prineitplei  I  ask  tbat  the  Chrkm; 
read  it. 
The  resolution  is  as  follows: 
Ruohed,  That  such  SUtes  aa  bare  heretofore  ipF» 
priated  bods  to  their  own  use,  whether  eitbin  ikM^ 
limits  or  not,  and  s(M  the  mme  for  their  own  b«M 
sfaall.  bebie  being  entitled  to  lecdre  sny  tUsg  vM» 
pUted  by  these  resohHtoni^  account  to  the  aiber  Sttf 
for  tbe  amount  of  money  which  they  bave  soteeeiw 
for  the  sale  of  such  landai  and,  also,  for  such  ^"^^T 
remain  unsold,  at  the  prices  for  which  Aey  sre  rtip«^ 
ively  sold  in  said  States.  , 
Mr.  HANNEGAN  was  of  opinion  no  prsctwsl  gan 
wu  to  bo  obtained  by  the  continuance  of  tbe  ducowtft 
and  movrd  to  lay  tbe  whole  subject  on  the  tsble- 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  ealled  for  theyeasaiid  «7>«"J;f 
notion,  which  were  orderedt  and,  bdog  tske^  wt- 
Yeas  95,  nays  99,  as  follows:  „  u  n-^ 

YiAS- Messrs.  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton,  Besk,  Bnj 
Beaumont,  Bhck,  Bookee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bove^  Bofo. 
Brown,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cta^- 
P.  H.  Claibome,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  CfljW. 
Cusbman,  Davis,  Dawson,  Doubledi^,  OnMgoiXt'  w- 
lap,  Efner,  Fry,  Puller,  Galbraitb,  J.  Gsrisad,  B-  w^ 
hnd,  OiUet,  GranUaod,  Haley,  J.  Hall, 
gao,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hsrnes,  Boh,  How«d,  ""J^ 
Huntington,  Ingham,  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnsoa.  H.  J»"" 
B.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lansing.  L»ele'.  »*■  ^' 
J.  Lee,  Leonsrd,  Loyall,  Lyon,  A.  Mann.  J. 
Mason,  McCarty,  HcLene.  Miller,  Morgut,  t*"^}^^' 
Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  F.  Pierce,  Phelpi, 
John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  R>g«^  ^"l!.' 
Shields.  Sickles,  Smith.  Storer.  J.  Thoiason,  Toswi. 
Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Vinton.  Ward.  Wardwell,  Weww. 
Week',  B.  Whittl*sey,  T.  T.  WhUtlesey,  Tf"*"^^ 
Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  C.  AlUn,  H.  All«n.  »^ 
Bell,  Borden.  Boutdin,Briggs,  Bucbansn,  »«^%iir 
boon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  G.  Chambers,  J.  CW*|*^ 
Cbetwood,  N.  H.  Claibome,  Clark,  Cwuwr, 
Crane.  Darlington.  Ueberry,  Ueony,  Elaiore, 
erctt.  Fowler,  French,  Graham,  Graves^ 
H.  Hall,  Hard,  Uartsn,  Harper,  8.  B.  BsifiiM>i  nit«^ 
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Hotr,  Hohey,  HopkifM»  Howell,  Hant,  Httntnmn,  Inget' 
Bollf  Jknei,  Jenifer,  Jowph  Johmon.  Kennon.  Ltporie, 
Lkwrence,  Liy,  L.  Lea,  Lincoln,  howe,  S.  Ilason, 
Maury,  HaComii,  McKay,  McKeniuin,  McKio),  Milligan, 
Hontcfomery,  Otrena,  Parker,  D.  J.  Pcaree,  J.  A.  Pearce, 
Pearson,  Pettigrev,  Peyton,  Pbillipi,  Piokens,  Potta^ 
Reed,  Renebcr,  Riohardeoo,  Robertaon,  Rutsell, 
Bebenek,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Stiepperd,  Shinn, 
Blade,  Bkian,  Bpragae,  StandefiH^  Steele,  Taliaferro, 
ThcHnaa,  W.  Tbontpion,  Tomer,  Undenrood,  Wage* 
ner,  Washington,  White,  U  WilKtmi,  B.  Willianui, 
Young— 99. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  ^be  table  was  .disagreed  to. 
Mr.  LANB  obtained  the  floor,  but  gare  way  to 
Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Vlrgti^  on  whose  motion  the 
House  prooeeded  to  the  or«n  of  tiie  day. 

BXECUTIVE  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  House  resamed  the  oonsideration  of  the  resolution 
heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Wiiia,  together  with  the  pend- 
ing amendment  of  Mr.  D.  J.  PxASoa,  providing  for  the 
appmntment  of  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
administration  of  the  encutJTe  departments. 

Mr.  ROBBRl'SON  concluded  his  remarks,  as  given 
entire  In  preceding  psgres. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said:  No  gentleman  dhliked  more 
than  himself  to  occupy  the  lime  of  the  House  in  debttet 
none  felt  more  highly  the  rahie  of  that  time  to  the  coun- 
try at  a  period  like  the  present,  when,  as  all  knew  it  to 
be,  the  mass  of  business  was  so  accumulated  and  im- 
mense. For  this  reason,  his  obsemtions  would  be  brief. 
It  was  doe  to  himself,,  however,  that  the  occasion  should 
not  pas^  that  the  vote  be  intended  to  give  on  the  reso- 
lution under  diseossion  riuiuld  not  be  reeorded,  without 
an  explanation  of  his  reasons^  to  go  with  ttwt  Tote  to  tlie 
constituents  wbose  generout  confidence  be  to  deeply  ap- 
preeiited. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  I  shall  TOte  for  the  resolution,  as 
proposed  by  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wiss.]  The 
vote,  however,  wtU  not  be  given  lorihe  same  reasons  as- 
s^ed  a  day  or  two  since  by  the  gentteman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  PicKin,]  or  for  those  given  in  the  main 
by  the  gentteman  from  Virginia  who  had  just  resumed 
btB  seat,  [Mr.  RoBzaTsoif.]  So  far  as  the  latter  gentle* 
man's  assignment  was  based  upon  the  spirit  of  inquiry, 
ur  the  right  and  poeer  of  this  Hou^e  to  investigate  fully 
and  freely,  and  at  anv  moment,  the  ftAIrs  of  the  differ- 
ent departments  and  bureaus  of  the  Government,  he 
eoncurrt^  with  him  to  the  uttermost.  It  was  a  right 
upon  which  might  emphatically  be  said  to  hang  the  pu- 
rity of  the  Government  and  the  liberties  of  the  peoplet 
a  right  for  the  exercise  of  whi<^  be  had  ever  contended, 
in  its  fullest  and  broadest  sense,  and  which  he  could  not 
now  Burrendert  a  power  which,  when  denied  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  fKends  on  that  floor 
md  elsewhere,  he  should,  to  the  last  hour  of  bis  life, 
eoosider  as  a  denial  of  the  essential  principle  of  popular 
Oovernment. 

So  far,  however,  as  the  gentleman's  aigument  con- 
cerned the  existence  of  corruption,  and  the  practice  of 
abuses  in  the  different  departments,  the  improper  or  on- 
Just  exercise  of  executive  or  other  official  influence  on 
the  polities  of  the  di^  or  tbe  recent  elections,  and  the 
necessity  of  the  proposed  investigation  for  these  purpo- 
•ea,  he  differed  with  turn  in  the  widest  sense  of  the  word. 

Neither  abuses  nor  corruption  would,  as  Hr*  H.  believ- 
ed, be  found  existing  in  any  of  the  departments!  snd  the 
fuller  and  more  open  the  investigations  should  be,  the 
Aiore  complete,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  the  vindication 
of  those  against  whom  the  charges  are  to  he  levelled. 
That  vindication  was  what  no  correct  man  could  feel  in- 
dined  to  deny,  if  based  upon  jurtiee  and  innoceoee. 
Regwding  then  in  that  light,  be  bad  no  fcan  of  tbe  oon- 


seqnences;  and  should  they  be  found  otherwise.  It  was 
due  to  the  country,  to  those  who  hsd  been  deceived,  to 
the  venerable  Chief  Magistrate,  against  whom  he  believ- 
ed no  man  had  ever  yet  directed  the  chat^  of  eorrup- 
tion,  dishonor,  or  dishonesty,  that  the  guilt  should  be  ex-' 
posed,  and  tbe  guilty  brought  to  punishment.  With  the 
honorable  mover  of  the  resolution,  he  was  willing  to  go 
every  length  in  pursuit  of  the  peculator  snd  the  plund^ 
er.  The  cry  ttut  such  were  abroad,  that  thry  were  ht* 
tentng  on  the  public  crib,  that  they  were  hidden  in  the 
recesses  of  the  departments,  had  been  resounding  through 
tbe  ball  every  day  since  the  commencement  of  the  pros* 
ent,  and  indeed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  last  ses* 
sion.  Tbe  public  mind  was  oonstantly  turned  by  gen- 
tlemen  here  to  this  one  themet  snd  it  seemed  to  him  nigh 
time  that  all  this  corruption,  none  of  which,  however,  be 
had  yet  heard  specified,  should  be  looked  into,  probed, 
corrected. 

There  was  an  individual,  too,  connected  with  this  busi* 
ness,  whose  nsme,  from  i's  frequent  repetition  by  honor- 
able  gentlemen  in  their  places,  the  very  parrots  them, 
selves,  had  they  been  present,  would  have  learned  to 
utter  ere  thisj  an  individual  whom  be  knew  in  private 
life,  and  knew  there  without  reproach,  yet  whose 
name  here  was  daily  connected  with  the  worst  praeticea* 
This  individual,  common  justice  entitled  at  least  to  trial, 
tiefore  condemnation.  Mr.  H.,  as  every  body  would 
understand,  alluded  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  the  sum 
and  substance  of  the  charge  agmlnit  whom,  so  far  as  spe- 
cifications went,  amounted  to  the  bet  that  he  was  em- 
ployed as  an  agent  by  some  of  the  deposite  banks,  ha  em- 
ployment as  an  agent  of  the  Government  being  presu- 
med solely  from  the  appearance  of  his  name  affixed  to  a 
sign  before  one  of  the  rooms  in  the  building  occupied  by 
the  Treasury  Department.  This  fact  alone  might,  with  a 
jury  predetermined  to  hang  both  him  and  Mr.  Wood- 
bury, be  sufllcient  prooft  but  certainly,  if  no  such  prior 
determination  existed,  it  could  not  be  construed  into 
proof  positive  of  a  knowledge  on  cither  part  that  the 
other  existed. 

Justice  to  this  individual  himself,  to  his  fkmily,  to.  the 
country,  demanded  an  expose  of  the  attitude  which  be 
occupied  officially  towards  the  Government. 

To  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Pc&aci]  he  could  not  accede,  be- 
cause in  so  doing  the  appearance  might  be  conveyed  to 
the  nmlieious  portion  or  the  world,  that  the  friends  of 
the  administration  had  scHOethii^  to  dread  from  tbe 
broad,  open  scrutiny  proposed  by  tbe  main  resolution. 
The  effect  of  each,  even  their  meaning,  might  be  sub* 
Btantially  tbe  same)  yet,  to  those  who  felt  inclined  to 
blacken  and  distort,  be  wished  no  pretext  furnished  for 
the  gratification  of  such  passions.  The  amendment 
might  with  some  plausibility  be  represented  as  an  eva- 
sion of  the  direct  question  in  issuei  and,  for  bis  own  part, 
throughout  life  he  hsd  never  soi^t  by  sinuona  move- 
ments the  accomplishment  of  any  object.  He  eotdd  not 
seek  hy  indirection  that  which  could  be  attained  di- 
rectly. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  had  ad- 
vanced, in,the  course  of  his  remarki,a  constitutional  opin* 
ion  on  the  powers  conferred  by  the  resolution,  from 
which  Hr.  H.  must  beg  leave  to  dissent— the  opinion  that 
ihe  resolution  would  vnlate  the  artiele  in  the  amendments 
to  the  constitution  protecting  tbe  people  against  unrea- 
sonable searches  and  seisures.  To  that  article,  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  H.,  but  one  meaning  could  be  attached  , 
and  that  so  simple  and  plain  that  a  misunderstanding  was 
impossible.  It  applied  to  the  people  generally,  in  tbe 
capacity  of  citizens,  and  related  only  to  their  personal 
and  private  affairs.  The  contents  of  the  executive  de- 
partments were  literally  the  property  of  Congress,  by 
wbote  Ht,  as  tbe  agent  of  the  people,  every  thing  tbcy 

Digitized  by  Google 


1271  GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER  1272 


B.  OT  R.] 


Exeattive  Jehnim^ration. 


[Jii.  5,  1837. 


eonuined  could  be  thrown  open,  mnd  exposed  to  public 
invest  ii^fttinn. 

In  replying  to  some  of  Ihe  remtrki  that  bad  fallen  rrom 
tbe  ftentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Picxans,]  he 
eould  not  forbear  louj,  thai  however  erroneous  he  miKbt 
conuder  that  gentleman's  opintonf,  or  whaterer  difter> 
ance  of  sentiment  (fx'uted  between  them  on  political  tub* 
JecL",  (here  was  a  manlineai  in  his  tone,  a  fearletmess  in 
his  expression,  that  must  command  respect,  even  where 
it  failed  to  produce  conviction.  He  was  glad  to  hear  tbe 
explanation  given  b>  that  honorable  gentleman  to  tbe 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  RoaaaTsoa]  of  the  de- 
nunciation, or  rather  the  declaration  of  uncompromiiing 
war,  which  hs  had  also  understood  him  to  make  against 
the  coming  adminiilmtion.  He  wai  refotced  at  it,  for 
even  at  the  time  of  the  expression  from  which  he  had 
drawn  the  inference,  it  was  regarded  in  his  mind  ss  an 
expreasion  springing  from  the  best  of  the  moment,  in 
tbe  excitement  of  debate,  and  not  as  the  settled  purpose 
of  his  heart. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  deploring  what 
lie  conceives  to  be  the  fallen  condition  of  the  country, 
baa  alluded  to  tbe  condition  of  this  House,  asafibrdlng 
ample  proofs  of  the  approaches  making  tode^otism; 
the  Act  that  tbe  party  supporting  the  administration  has 
had  the  ascendency  here,  and  that  their  measures  have 
been  contrary  to  that  gentleman's  notions  of  correct 
policy,  he  baa  ascribed  to  a  feeling  ol  aerviliiy  on  tbe 

Esrt  of  the  mi^rity  towards  the  Executive.  Inbtaown 
Dguage,  the  House,  for  tbe  last  four  years,  has  been 
used  as  a  mere  regrst^  for  the  royal  edicts.  That  is,  for 
the  last  four  years,  the  msjority  here  have  done  nothing 
but  obey  the  will  and  study  the  wish  of  the  President. 
Sir,  let  us  inquire  how  fiir  the  fscts  sustain  this  broad 
assertion.  Without  enumerating  tbe  many  instances  in 
which  bitl^  pirtieutarly  those  corering  appropristions, 
have  passed  both  this  body  and  the  other  during  the  pe- 
riod mentiunedi  and  to  aome  of  which  the  President,  as 
is  well  known,  has  reluctantly  aiBxed  his  signature,  to 
others  has  absolutely  denied  his  aasent(  without  Ihe  his- 
tory of  all  these,  it  the  gentleman  will  but  look  back  to 
tbe  lut  session,  he  will  find  a  case  strong  enough  (o  con- 
vince all  of  the  jaundiced  view  be  has  taken  in  this  in- 
stance. The  esse  referred  to  is  thedepositeactt  a  meas- 
ure second  in  Its  importance  only  to  the  recharlerof  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  which,  by  an  oTerwhelming  ma- 
jority, paased  both  Houses  at  the  last  session. 

Had  this  body  been  such  as  the  gentleman  would  de- 
scribe, holding  the  hall  ss  a  mere  registry  of  the  royal 
edicts,  that  bill  never  could  have  become  a  law;  for,  as 
all  knew,  the  President's  opinions  were  openly  advene 
to  the  principles  of  that  t>i)|)  rod  but  for  the  amendment 
of  this  House  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate,  by  which  the  con- 
ilitutional  objection  wss  removed,  it  never  would  hare 
received  his  S'f  nature.  The  removal  of  this  objection, 
although  sufficient  to  avoid  all  collision  with  that  hi^h 
instrument,  did  not  foy  any  means  vary  the  substantial 
principles  of  the  bi11{  ihey  still  remained,  and  the  Presi- 
dent's opposition  to  the  policy  thus  temporarily  about  to 
be  established  waa  no  secret  here,  either  with  friends  or 
foea.  Yet,  alter  all»  what  was  the  result?  It  waa^  sir, 
that  more  than  three  fourths  of  his  moat  decided  friends 
In  this  House  voted  for  the  bill,  and  sustained  it  in  every 
•Uge.  Hr.  H.  said  he  would  not  have  alluded  to  this 
particular  instance,  or  attempted  any  defence  of  the 
party  with  which  he  acted,  sgainst  this  charge  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  but  for  the  striking  ref- 
uUtion  it  gave  to  all  charges  of  the  kind,  charges  of 
subserviency  to  executive  will,  against  those  who  be- 
lieved  that  Executive  not  immaculate,  but  who  did  be- 
lieve him  honest,  wise,  and  patriotici  striving  to  serve 
bis  country  and  to  preserve  tbe  purity  of  her  institutional 
•Dd  who,  so  believing,  had  sustained  bis  measure*,  and 


stood  to  his  support  when  menaced  by  an  iniultin|  fbe 
from  abroad,  or  when  tbreatei>ed  by  tbe  iaMdious  povtr 
of  a  far  more  dangerous  enemy  at  hornet  tbe  povcrsfi 
serpent  nursed  to  terrible  maturity  in  tlw  vriy  bonv  sf 
the  people,  who  learned,  almost  too  late,  tbe  reaoBud 
the  poison  which  lay  hid  beneaUl  tbe  qqiet  snd  banti- 
fiil  surface. 

Mr.  II.  said,  throughout  tbe  period  of  thbseaun, 
there  was  one  thing  he  bad  observed  with  painjicmm 
which  he  believed  had  no  precedent  in  tbe  part  hiitot} 
of  the  country,  and  the  memory  of  which  he  hoped 
might  be  buried  forever  at  the  tern^nationof  tbiiOii- 
gresa.  He  alluded  to  the  fact  of  the  deteraisedipiiit 
of  animosity,  the  same  relentleas  oppontioa  vUd, 
during  Ihe  past  seven  years,  had  been  exhibited  is  lie 
House  against  the  President,  continuing  to  evince  ititff 
up  to  the  hour  when  he  waa  retiring  finally  from  llie 
public  stage.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  nncorol 
party,  he  believed,  from  all  the  infMmstion  he  hi, 
that  the  last  sesikm  of  an  Bxeculivehsd  hitherto  bm 
permitted  to  pasa,  if  not  entirely  in  edmness  and  pem, 
shorn,  at  least,  of  the  virulence  and  rancor  ofcbrrHbcd 
hate.  He  presumed  not  to  be  a  eonscience-terpcr  I'm 
others,  nor  would  he  dictate  any  man's  conne;  but  wne 
he  now  the  enemy  of  the  venerable  man  who  bid  k 
long  occupied  a  distinguished  place  in  tbe  eyetofbii 
own  country  and  Ihe  world,  he  could  not  find  itiskii 
heart,  at  this  period,  to  imbitlcr  a  single  bresth  of U 
allotted  existence.  Whatever  leeKnp  of  hniil  if  ^ 
might  bsve  cherished  against  the  Executive  hinutl^ 
poficy  and  propriety  of  his  adminislralion,  he  vo^it 
this  hour  stand  silently  by,  and  permit  the  curtiin  U 
drop  quietly  and  decently  over  the  Isat  scene.  Whit, 
he  asked,  was  that  scene,  and  who  the  great  actor  tint 
the  curtain  was  about  to  fall  upon?  It  wss  theUan- 
tiring  view  which  tbe  world  eould  have  of  a  lun  vhw 
eventful  life  had  furnished  a  whole,  a  heavy  volumtfof 
the  history  of  bis  counttyi  of  a  man  whou  impcMtiiw 
deeds  were  to  be  written  in  other  langui^s  and  rtu 
in  other  tonguea,  and  never  read  in  any  land,  underur 
sky  where  human  liberty  had  a  votary,  without  lu 
heartfelt  tribute  of  glowing  adrairationt  a  lun  "P^ 
whom  his  country,  almost  with  acclamation,  had  deligu- 
ed  to  bestow  the  highest  honors  of  the  Sbte,  >nd  «"> 
wore  those  honors  as  became  them  boUi,  ha  onir  ><■ 
her  glory',  her  prosperity,  her  happiness,  her  '•''"'J' 

Let  the  records  of  his  renown  be  sought  whtrt  tb^ 
may,  whether  emanating  ftom  the  closet  or  KhicTCil 
the  field,  Ihry  will  be  found  alike  stamped  nith  iheia- 
press  of  a  mighty  mind,  a  patriotic  and  devoted  btirt- 
No  matter  in  what  manner  he  may  be  talked  of  btrtf 
what  obloqny  may  be  cast  upon  hU  acta,  it  will  iu">|° 
nothing  in  the  end.  The  glories  of  New  Orlt«*« 
1'alladega,  of  the  Horseshoe,  cannot  be  stricken  In* 
the  annals  of  American  history.  Posterity  will  rtw 
and,  in  afiertimea,  when  patriots  war  for  liberty,  **" 
tbe  strife,  tbe  hurry,  and  the  carnage,  tbe  Bime  of  An- 
drew Jackson  aball  be  the  talisman, 

"Tosiirthfl  hoenaofmea 
As  though  twere  th«  baule  dram." 

Long  hence,  when  the  rank  grass  aball  hsve  pw*" 
and  withered  again  and  again,  over  the  whole 
ted  warm  motion"  now  filling  this  hall,  when  I^nipi 
none  will  be.  found  to  tell  where  most  of  ns  liet '"'^ 
very  halt,  if  liberty  and  union  remain,  the  miae  be  m 
just  uttered  would  be  beard  resounding,  as  y'*  ^ 
server,  in  a  trying  hour,  of  bis  country's  political  att 
dom  and  the  pure  principles  of  her  constitution.  , 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  not  speaking  with  a  coor^' 
tongue,  for  such  a  language  be  bad  yet  to  learn,  or"^ 
a  feeling  to  cherish,  towards  created  man.  It 
the  part  be  bad  i^yed  in  hia  Intercourse  wilb  tbe  ri» 
dent)  but  whenever,  u  bad  Mmetimea  bees  tbe 
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JilTerenee  of  opinion  exiated  between  then  on  tubjects 
in  which  he  htmaelf  btd  feltsn  intereit^  his  own  opinions 
had  been  spoken  to  the  President  promptly  and  warmlyi 
it  might  be  at  times  too  warmly  for  the  disparity  ttf 
years.  In  speakinff  oT  the  Executive  now,  he  hud  flpoken 
of  him  as  one  about  to  be  numbered  with  the  past;  as 
one  with  whom  his  own  aite  was  on  the  eve  of  exchsnfi^- 
Inir  mournful  adient.  and  upon  whoae  ear  the  voice  alike 
of  flattery  and  of  friendship,  of  low  delraetlon  and  of 
manly  enmity,  would  soon  fkM  with  the  same  hnrft 
cold,  senseless  effieet. 

Frotn  first  to  last,  since  his  entry  into  the  hall,  he 
had  sat  and  silently  heard  the  President  denounced  as  a 
tyrant,  branded,  almmt  in  the  same  breath,  with  the  op- 
posite epithets  of  usurper  and  dotard;  Fortunately  the 
feelings  which  insp'red  such  lanRusire  coiitd  not  be  com- 
municated to  poilerityt  they  would  rink  into  the  same 
frrave,  they  would  Tw  buried  in  the  same  oblivion,  as. 
■igned  to  mott  of  those  who  cherished  them. 

History,  in  her  lon^  drawn  ^llery,  will  present  to 
cominj^  time  no  portrait  that  can  occupy  a  higher  place 
than  his  who  in  life  has  been  so  traduced — none  that 
shall  stand  forth  in  more  simple,  beautiful,  living  relief. 

The  gentleman  from  South  CiroUns,  in  the  course  of 
hie  remarks,  had  drawn  a  comparison,  u  Mr.  H.  under- 
stood him  Bt  the  lime,  between  the  President  and  the 
Roman  Sylla  and  Marius,  and  the  English  Cromwell — 
between  Andrew  Jackson  and  the  cold,' cruel,  fanatical 
Cromwell!  the  usurper,  who  rushed  undismsyed  over 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  very  people  to  whom  bfi 
owed  every  thing  save  his  enstrnce,  to  aeiie  upon  a 
blood-stained  protectorate. 

(Mr.  PicKBvs  here  asked  the  floor,  which  was  yield- 
ed, and  then  stated  that  the  application  of  his  remarks 
had  been  misunderstood  by  Mr.  H.  i  that  his  intention  was 
not  to  institute  the  comparisons  ss  supposed)  that,  in  his 
remarks  refeiring  to  the  tribunes  of  the  Rvman  people, 
and  not  to  Syl|a  and  Hariust  as  Mr.  H.  supposed,  and  in 
his  reference  to  the  course  and  character  of  Oliver  Crom- 
well, he  had  simply  meant  to  be  understood  as  compa- 
ring the  condition  of  our  country  with  theirs;  and  our 
downwsrd  course  to  the  same  despotlim,  should  we, 
under  the  coming  adroinistrttton,  find  that  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  constitution  had  been  under- 
mined, by  a  precedent  established  of  executive  inter- 
ference in  the  auccessorsbip.] 

Mr.  H.  continued.  He  was  gratified  to  be  informed  of 
bis  misunderstanding  of  the  gentleman's  allusion.  In  sup- 
port of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  constitution, 
that  gentleman  could  not  go  further  than  be  was  willing 
to  go.  There  was  no  sacrifice  he  would  not  be  proud  to 
make,  no  tie  he  would-not  freely  sever,  to  preserve  from 
violation  that  sacred  charter.    As  to  the  character  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration,  not  having  the  gifil  of 
preacience.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  say  what  might 
be  its  results.    He  looked  forward,  however,  with  per- 
fect confidence,  to  a  continuance  of  the  principles  upon 
whi^  the  Government  wa«  now  administered,  and  felt 
satisfied  that.  In  this  expeotaiion,  there  would  be  no  dis* 
sppointment.    That  violence  could  be  offered,  that  a 
blow  could  be  Inflicted  upon  the  fundamental  principlea 
of  the  constitution  by  the  present  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, was  a  state  of  things  which  he  could  not  conceive 
within  the  range  of  possibility.    It  would  argue  an  un- 
hallowed love  of  power,  and  a  misapprehension  or  a  ha- 
tred of  tbe  free  institutions  of  his  native  soil,  in  the  bo- 
som of  the  man.    Is  it,  he  would  ask,  likely  that  such 
feelings  could  now  tenant  the  heart  of  Andrew  Jackson' 
He  would  let  the  terms  in  which  his  friend  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  PiVTOif]  bid  spoken  of  the  President,  a  few 
days  bick,  answer  the  question.    He  alhided  to  the  in- 
terview described  by  his  friend  between  the  President 
and  one  of  the  Tennessee  Senators.   Wu  be  planning 


schemes  of  power  for  himself  or  another,  thenF  Was 
their  talk  of  treason  or  unholy  strata^emf  No,  air,  not 
the  gentleman  fi'om  Tennessee  told  us  it  was  of  the  grave — 
of  dying — of  his  loved  Hermitage,  which  be  wished  once 
tnore  to  see,  and  where  he  hoped  his  eyes  might  close. 
Can  it  be  that  such  a  man,  after  having  toiled  in  the 
cause  of  liberty  his  whole  life,  should,  when  the  grave 
and  all  its  mysteries  are  drawing  nigh,  seek,  as  the  last 
act  of  a  glorious  career,  to  impair  the  principles  fur 
which  in  boyhood  he  bled;  the  institutions  which  in  riper 
years  he  aided  to  strengthen  and  perfeeli  md  the  free 
Government  which,  in  the  full  maturity  of  manhood,  he 
triumphantly  sustained^  Let  it  not  be  borne  upon  tbe 
winds)  before  such  things  can  exist,  the  moral  order  of 
nature  must  be  reversed. 

When  Mr.  Harbsoav  had  concluded, 

Mr.  HAMER  rose  and  addressed  tbe  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  it  a  Aict  well  known  to  every  gentle* 
man  who  has  been  an  observer  uf  the  signs  of  the  times 
for  a  few  years  piat,  that  the  speeches  delivered  here 
have  considerable  effect  upon  the  public  mind.  It  is 
right  that  they  should.  The  members  sent  here  are  pre- 
sumed to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  our 
Government,  of  the  interests  or  the  country,  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  It  administered.  What 
they  publicly  declare,  under  such  ctrcnmstanceB,  in  their 
placed  under  official  and  personal  responsibilities,  de- 
serves to  have  an  influence  upon  their  own  immediate 
constituents  and  upon  the  public  at  la^e. 

For  three  years  past,  I  have  frequently  listened  to 
speeches,  made  by  gentlemen  in  tbe  opposition,  which 
I  thought,  at  the  time,  deserved  replies.  Others  thought 
differently,  and  they  were  permitted  to  pan  unnoticed. 
Some  of  these  speeehei  contained  tbe  slang  and  fvlfe- 
hoods  of  letter-writers  and  unprincipled  editors,  polislied 
and  endorsed  by  tbe  orator,  and  sent  out  to  poison  and 
mislead  the  public  mind  with  regard  to  those  who  are  in 
power.  . 

Some  of  us  hsve  thought  we  ought  not  to  answer 
them,  because  it  would  occupy  loo  much  time.  It  was 
believed  that  we  ought  to  transact  the  public  businesa, 
and  go  home.  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  the  lon^  desul- 
tory debates  that  occur  here,  involving  the  presidential 
and  every  other  question  before  the  country,  as  any  one 
else.  We  carry  these  things  so  far  that  it  has  been  re* 
marked  fay  more  than  one  intelligent  citizen  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  becoming  a  mere  debating 
society — a  club  for  the  discussion  of  political  questions. 
My  opinion  is,  that  we  ought  firat  to  transact  the  publio 
business,  and  then,  if  we  hare  time  to  spare,  let  us  de- 
bate these  topics.  The  afTairs  of  our  constituents  should 
be  first  attended  to.  It  was  for  that  they  sent  us  here, 
and,  when  the  duty  is  discharged,  it  is  time  enough  to 
engage  in  making  political  harangues.  But,  instead  uf 
this,  we  waste  the  commencement  and  the  middle  uf  the 
session — nsy,  almost  the  whole  period — with  such  de- 
bstesf  and,  near  tbe  close  of  it,  take  up  and  pass  some 
fifty  or  a  hundred  bills,  decapitate  a  hundred  more 
without  much  ezaminatbn,  and  then  adjourn.  -  This,  in 
my  estimation,  is  all  wrong.  But  what  is  to  be  gaintd 
by  our  remaining  silent'  If  we  do  not  debate,  the  oppo- 
sition will.  The  time  is  consumed,  and  the  vocabulary 
of  our  language  ransacked  for  opprobrious  epithets,  to 
be  heaped  upon  the  Executive,  upon  this  House,  and 
upon  the  constituents  who  sustsin  both.  Corruption, 
fraud,  tyrant,  usurper,  slaves,  sre  familiar  terms  here. 

These  charges  are  made  day  af^er  day,  and  remain  un- 
contradicted, to  go  out  to  the  country  and  circulate 
among  the  people.  Are  these  charges  true  or  Mset 
That  "silence  gives  consent"  is  an  old  maxim,  wiiicb 
has  much  truth  in  it.  The  frequent  repetition  of  these 
charges  by  the  opposition,  and  the  silence  of  tbe  friends 
of  the  administration,  will  induce  some  portion  of  the 
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country  to  beliere  them.  If  they  are  truei  we  ought  to 
admit  them)  ifnot,  we  ihould  pronounce  them  ftUe.  So 
far  u  I  know  or  beltcTr,  they  are  hbe,  and  I  therefore 
pronoHoee  them  lo  before  the  country. 

No  one  word  »  heard  oftener  in  our  debatea  here  than 
the  word  "  partyl"  The  oppontion  gentlemen  aeem  lo 
be  peeuliiriy  fond  of  it.  Th^  are  eonitaotly  appealing  to 
m  to  diiregard  party  coniidenitioni,and  go  for  the  country. 

There  are  parties  in  all  free  GovernnMnti.  They  ariie 
from  a  dlfferenee  of  opinion  uBong  men  in  regard  to  the 
polity  to  be  puraaed  by  tboee  vbo  are  intrusted  with 
the  Mminhtration  of  public  aflUra.  Candidatea,  holding 
to  oppoMte  prinotplea,  preaent  themaetvei  for  public  fa- 
Tdr,  and  the  people  decide  between  Uien.  In  other 
countrici,  especially  in  England,  one  party  is  said  to  be 
out  of  power,  and  the  other  in,  as  the  one  or  the  other 
may  happen  to  be  suecetiful.  It  was  formerly  so  here. 
At  one  time  (he  federal  party  was  In  power,  and  at  an- 
other lime  the  republican  or  democratic  party.  But  for 
ft  few  years  past  a  different  mode  «r  cxpresdon  hu  been 
adopted.  The  opposition  claim  to  be  "the  country," 
and  denounce  us  ai  "  •  party!"  We,  who  have  been  in 
power  for  eight  yearsj  we,  who  elect  the  President  and 
foitain  him  and  his  admlniitration,  by  the  Toles  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  American  peoplet  we,  forsooth,  are  a 
party,"  whilst  a  minority,  struggling  in  vain  to  obtain  the 
oontrol  of  the  Gorernmen^  iapodently  daim  lo  be  the 
country! 

Now,  there  nerer  can  be  a  unWenal  concurrence  of 
opinion  with  respect  to  pnblic  men  and  public  nwiaures; 
and  when  the  question  hu  been  fairly  presented  to  the 
people,  and  a  majority  decide  either  one  way  or  the 
other,  (hat  decision  is  virtually  the  voice  of  the  country. 
Such  a  decision  has  been  msde.  It  was  announced  in 
18S8|  and  hss  remained  unreversed  until  tbia  time.  We 
are  the  ooiintry,  and  have  Jieen  doring  aH  that  period. 
If  there  arc  either  "parties'*  or  "ftetioni"  In  the  casC) 
they  are  to  be  found  among  thofe  who  manifest  violent 
and  persevering  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  majority — 
a  will  BO  distinctly  and  repeatedly  expressed  by  the  sor- 
ereign  people  of  the  United- Stiles. 

I  have  no  disposition  to  fight  the  presidenlial  campaign 
over  ^in  upon  ibia  floor}  to  imitate  the  old  soldier,  who 
shouldered  bis  crulch,  and  showed  how  fields  were  won. 
But  as  reviewing  aeems  to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
it  has  become  very  onhahionable  to  tpaUk  to  the  subject 
before  the  House,  I  will  look  bsck  to  some  of  the  lopica 
which  have  been  introduced  into  this  debate,  u  well  as 
others  that  have  taken  place  here. 

It  hss  been  quite  common  for  the  list  tliree  years  to 
hear  the  Prerident  pronounced  s  usurper  end  a  lyrtnt. 
Grecian,  Roman,  and  English  history  have  all  been  put 
in  requisition,  and  carefully  examined,  from  begisning 
to  end,  fur  the  purpose  of  finding  parallels  and  nfustra- 
tiona  of  his  cruelty,  ijrranny,  and  usurpation.  It  is  an 
easy  matter  to  malie  these  comparisons,  and  to  call  hard 
names.  It  requires  very  Utile  talent  and  leas  reading. 
But  gentlemen  should  remember  that  declamation  is  not 
argument)  and  that  assertion  is  not  proof.  If  these  par- 
allels are  just,  it  moat  be  within  the  power  of  those  who 
use  them  to  point  to  the  fsctt  which  render  the  Presi- 
dent obnoxious  to  the  charges  preferred  against  him. 
Why  are  they  not  given?  In  what  particular  has  he  vio- 
lated either  law  or  constilutlon?  Let  them  name  the  in- 
stance, and  give  ua  the  circumstsnces.  General,  indis- 
criminate condemnation  will  not  satisfy  the  American 

fieople.  When  the  casea  are  specified,  it  will  be  matter 
or  investigation  and  argument  whether  they  sustain  the 
accusations  so  confidently  made  by  hia  antagoniBts.  Until 
then,  I,  for  one,  shall  consider  it  u  mere  idle  declamation. 

I  do  not  stand  here  to  pronounce  a  eulogium  upon  the 
President.  Hia  acta  are  before  hia  country,  and  they 
have  ah^y*  in  the  pretence  of  bn  aceuserib  rendered 


a  verdict  of  unqualified  approbation  upon  bia  pubDe  ca- 
reer. What  motive  can  he  have  to  infringe  opon  the 
liberties  of  his  fellow-titixens,  or  to  overlwm  the  coHti* 
tution  of  hb  country?  None.  Hia  eounlryuien  have  con* 
ferred  upon  bin  every  bvor  in  their  gift»  and  be  hn  at. 
tained  the  higheat  station  which  human  power  caa  be- 
stow. From  that  station  he  is  about  to  retire,  leaving 
hia  country  bappy  and  proaperous  beyond  example^  and 
attended  by  the  benedictions  of  a  juat  and  ^tcful  people. 

But  I  will  not  enter  upon  bis  defence.  If  I  were  ia- 
dined  to  do  ao,  under  other  circumstances*  I  have  been 
saved  the  neceaiity  of  discharging  thia  d«ty  by  the  able 
and  eloquent  speech  of  my  friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Hivneiv,]  who  has  just  taken  his  sent.  He  haa  tinted 
this  subject  to  much  more  ably  than  I  could  hope  te  do, 
that  I  will  not  attempt  to  tread  upon  tbe  grooed  he  Im 
already  occupied. 

Can  any  one  fail  lo  see  why  it  is  thst  tfaeae  unfonnded 
charges  are  ao  often  reputed?  Those  who  tutve  atuM 
the  nature  of  the  human  nund  are  aware  of  Ibe  Inftociee 
made  upon  it  by  repeated  blowi^  fbltowed  up  fr<oai  tiae 
to  time  with  untiring  perseverance.  This  everlasiiaf 
hammering  in  the  aame  place  will  ultimately  produce  ill 
effect  upon  the  hardest  materialt  and  assaulta  made  upoa 
individual  character,  whether  public  or  privale,  from 
day  to  day,  for  a  series  of  years,  if  uncontradicted,  will 
finally  gain  credence  even  among  a  man'a  friends.  This 
it  the  teeret  of  the  mercilen  warfare  which  haa  beea 
carried  on  against  Prendent  Jackson. 

Another  fruitful  topic  of  ditcusrion  with  tbe  oppoa- 
tion  is  the  inconsistency  of  the  Prerident  and  hit  frienda 
in  regard  to  the  great  questions  of  policy  that  have  beea 
agitated  before  the  country  for  some  yeara  past.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  RoBimTteH]  bu  adverted 
to  this  contrariety  of  opinion. 

[Mr.  RoBiiTsoir  arose,  and  tnid  that  the  fpentlenaa 
from  Ohio  had  misapprehended  him.  He  did  not  speak 
of  the  diffeKoces  of  principle  among  tbe  friends  of  the 
administration.  He  had  said  nothing  of  the  terrible  fed- 
eralials  they  had  in  their  ranka,  nor  of  (he  discordant 
materials  tttat  composed  their  pirtyi  but  he  had  attempt, 
ed  to  show  that  the  Prerident  was  inconristent  with  him- 
self; that,  from  his  own  acta  and  communicationa,  be 
might  be  claimed  as  the  friend  or  enemy  erf  ibe  Uuiff, 
internal  improvement^  the  bsnk,  fcc] 

Hr.  H.  said  he  accepted  tbe  ^ntleman'a  atateacal 
with  pleasuret  he  had  no  doubt  misapprehended  the  ten- 
or of  his  observationa.  But  he  would  tell  the  genlleoM 
that,  with  regard  to  "terrible  federalists,"  if  be  wa&ied 
tu  find  them  of  the  real  black-cockade  stamp  of  1800^ 
he  might  readily  do  ao,  and  that  in  great  numbers,  among 
his  own  poKtksl  asaociateo.  He  believed  the  gentfenaa 
had  never  belonged  to  that  stdioolt  but  there  were 
many  of  them  among  those  who  oo-operated  vifb  him 
against  the  administration.  Tbe  oM  blaok'«O0liade  par- 
ty, and  their  regular  descendants  and  truocesaors,  wbo 
held  tbe  same  doctrines,  formed  no  small  portion  of  tbe 
opporition.  Look,  said  be,  at  MassachuseMs,  w>  highly 
complimented  the  other  day  by  the  honorable  genilemaa 
from  South  Carolina,  [Hr.  PicKsira,]  and  you  nwy  there 
see  on  what  tide  the  remnant  of  ibe  old  federftfiatn  of 
1798  are  to  be  fbund. 

On  this  subject  of  the  tariff,  at  well  at  upon  several 
others,  there  ^  an  old  proverb  which  I  can  reeommead 
to  the  consideration  of  gentlemen  in  tbe  oppoMtion.  I 
know  it  ia  said  by  Lord  Cheaterfield  and  othera  to  be 
rather  vulgar  to  quote  proverba,  but  1  confess  I  l.fce 
them.  Proverbs  are  usually  ^be  result  of  tbe  accumula- 
ted experience  of  auccesmve  generations  of  aeo.  la 
nineteen  eaaea  out  of  twenty  thqr  ere  true.  It  b  the* 
truth  which  pretervet  themt  if  fatse»  ttey  would  be  frit^ 
gotten.  Tbe  one  to  whidi  I  alhide  ii^  that  ••  ihoee  who 
live  in  ghti  booiei  ought  not  to  tbrov  ttonet." 
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Do  we  differ  in  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  a  protective 
tariff^  Pray,  what  are  the  ■entimenta  of  the  oppoait'ion 
epon  thia  auljjeet?  Have  ihey  any  principle  in  common 
with  ref^ard  to  protection^  What  ia  it?  Ask  the  nul- 
liAera»  the  people  of  what  it  called  (and  I  think  abe  has 
earned  the  title  here*  if  nowhere  elae)  the  nltent  little 
State  of  South  Cardina.  Why,  air,  it  ia  but  a  abort 
time  since  they  were  wilting  to  peril  every  thing,  union 
itielf,  rather  than  aubmit  to  a  protective  lariflT— to  a  *'  bill 
of  aboninationa."  They  deny  the  power  of  Congreaa 
to  pan  any  aucb  law,  and  bold  all  auch  enactments  to  be 
open  viulationa  of  the  constitution.  But  what  eay  the 
oppoaition  in  the  North  and  West?  What  are  the  senti- 
ments of  the  **  American  aystem**  men  on  this  subject? 
They  believe  that  the  Federal  Government  not  only  baa 
the  antborily  to  pass  such  lawa^  but  that  it  ii  a  aolemn 
duty  we  owe  our  country  to  afford  Ibem  tbia  protection. 
Theae  are  the  gentlemen  who  are  so  grievously  offend- 
ed at  (he  want  of  consistency  among  the  friends  of  tlie 
administration! 

How  is  it  in  respect  to  internal  improvemeofs  under 
tbe  authority  of  the  General  Guvernonent?  Here  there 
is  a  like  incoosiateocy  amongst  our  political  opponents. 
In  tbe  South  and  Southwest,  the  power  to  construct 
roads  and  ean^  ia  most  atrenuoualy  denied;  but  in  the 
North  and  West  it  is  almost  universally  claimed  and  con* 
ceded.  It  ia  with  one  portion  of  (he  country  a  most  rad- 
ical error  to  attempt  the  exerciae  of  this  authority,  whilst 
in  another  region  it  is  a  part  of  the  constitutional  duty 
of  the  functionaries  here  to  make  large  appropriations 
for  this  purpose.  What  a  delightful  harmony  there 
would  be  among  such  gentlemen,  if  tbey  were  in  power, 
and  bad  control  of  the  finances  of  the  country!  What 
discussions  we  should  hear  among  themselves  upon  the 
constitutionality  and  wiadom  of  such  appropriations!  It 
would  be  the  music  of  the  spheres)  a  concord  of  sweet 
sounds.  Tbcir  President  would  have  no  difficultjr  what- 
ever in  adopting  a  line  of  policy  which  would  receive  the 
unanimous  support  of  all  bis  party. 

Another  vny  important  subject  involved  in  the  politi- 
cal contesta  of  tbe  last  tiiree  or  four  years  is  the  Bank  of 
tbe  United  States.  Wbat  are  the  seotimcnU  of  tbe  op- 
position with  regard  to  this  institution?  As  variant  as 
tbe  colors  of  the  rainbow.  The  strict  constructionists 
in  the  South  deny  tbe  power  of  Congress  to  create  such 
a  corporation.  Some  bold  that,  if  tbey  had  the  power, 
it  would  be  inexpedient  to  exerose  itt  and  others  that  it 
would  be  excellent  policy  to  create  •  bank  with  proper 
limitations.  Another  class  believe  the  power  exists,  but 
that  its  exertion  would  be  dangerous  to  public  liberal 
whilst  the  real  Simon  Pure,"  thorough-going  bankites, 
not  only  claim  the  authority,  but  insist  that  such  a  bank 
is  indispensably  necessary,  as  a  great  balance-wheel  to 
regulate  the  currency  and  control  the  fiscal  operations 
of  the  country,  "nieae  are  the  men  who  are  never 
weary  in  the  discharge  of  tbeir  dut^.  Tbey  go  about 
day  and  nigbl,  crying  **  distress,  ruin,  banknipley,  and 
wretchednesst"  to  alarm  and  terrify  the  people  with  sup- 
posed dangers  just  before  them,  which  are,  in  fact,  never 
to  be  real'zed.  No  man  can  receive  their  votes  for  Presi- 
dent, unless  they  believe  be  will  lend  his  influence  to 
the  establishment  of  a  great  national  bank.  This  is,  with 
Ibem,  '*  the  very  bottom  and  tbe  soul  of  hope."  Wbich 
aide  would  prevail  in  the  new  adminislration?  Would 
the  Executive  be  for  a  bank  or  against  it?  No  mortal 
man  can  solve  this  problem.  Not  a  man  in  tbe  opposi- 
tion will  attempt  to  answer  the  question. 

Again,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  preaent  Executive 
came  into  power  under  pledges  to  produce  important 
reforms;  that  **  retrenchment  and  reform"  was  the 
motto  of  the  party  who  elected  bimt  and  that  the  **re- 
fbrma"  have  not  been  made.  Pray,  what  are  tbe  rc- 
fbrna  which  deicrre  our  attention?   Are  there  any  use- 


leaa  offieea  that  ought  to  be  aboliabed?  If  so,  name 
them.  Does  any  officer  receive  too  Urge  a  eompenaa- 
tion?  Let  ua  know  it.  Are  there  any  changea  necesaa- 
ry  in  the  organization  of  the  departments,  or  in  the  laws 
regulating  the  action  of  particular  bureaus?  Point  them 
out.  I  will  go  heart  and  hand  with  any  gentleman  for 
whatever  is  proper  to  be  done  in  regard  to  tbeae  mat- 
ters, and  I  dare  say  there  will  be  a  general  eo^iperaUon 
on  the  part  of  my  political  friends  in  so  laudable  an  un- 
dertaking. Let  gentlemen  either  propose  something  as 
proper  to  be  done,  tet  them  at  least  point  out  tbe  evil, 
or  cease  their  everlasting  claroor  about  the  violation  of 
pledges  on  our  part.  How  can  reforms  be  made  where 
everything  is  already  perfect?  What  surgeon  ampu- 
tates a  sound  limb?  Who  administers  medicine  to  a 
person  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  and  perfectly  free  from 
disease?  If  there  be  either  wound  or  blemish  in  the  sys- 
tem, let  it  be  made  knowot  and  we,  who  possess  (he 
law-mak'mg  power,  ahould  forthwith  provide  a  remedy. 

"  Proscription"  is  one  of  the  topics  upon  which  the 
opposition  delight  to  expatiate.  It  is  of  two  kinds,  ac- 
cording to  their  account  of  it:  ftrat  of  pubBc  officers, 
and  aecoodly  of  the  minority  as  a  mass.  At  to  the  first^ 
it  is  said  that  all  are  removed  who  are  not  of  tbe  domi- 
nant partyt  that  none  can  be  appointed  who  are  not  of 
the  tame  faith  t  and  (hat  the  road  to  honor  and  emolu- 
ment is  thus  closed  up  to  the  minority  entirely.  A  more' 
unfounded  charge  than  this  was  never  made  against  any 
party  of  men  since  the  world  began.  Why,  sir,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  offices  in  ibit  city,  held  under  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States,  are  now,  and  have  been  for 
eight  years,  in  the  bands  of  oppoaition  men.  Whilst 
this  charge  is  repeated  here  from  dsy  to  day,  and  reiter- 
ated by  political  partisans  from  one  end  of  the  continent 
to  the  other,  the  opposition  clerks  are  quietly  receiving 
tbeir  salaries  in  the  different  departments,  receiving  and 
holding  their  respective  appointmenls  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Uiiited-States  and  tbe  members  of  hiscabinet! 

la  it  otherwise  in  r^rd  to  the  post  offices?  I  know 
that  in  my  region  of  etiuntry  a  Urge  majority  of  the  of- 
fices are  in  ttw  handa  of  tbe  opposition.  I  believe  it  it 
ao  througbout  tbe  United  States,  if  we  take  the  whole 
number  of  offices  connected  with  that  department.  So 
you  may  find  hundreds  in  the  custom-houses  of  the  same 
political  faith,  cnjnying  the  favor  of  this  administration. 
What  becomes  of  the  charge,  then,  that  no  one  can  hold 
office  but  a  democrat?  It  vaniabea  before  the  aunlight 
of  truth,  leaving  not  a  trace  upon  tbe  aurface  where  it 
ao  lately  retted. 

Tbe  proscription  of  the  minority  en  twaH  is  a  subject 
I  have  never  been  able  to  comprehend.  How  are  they 
proscribed?  Do  tbey  not  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  im- 
munities guarantied  to  other  citizens?  Have  they  been 
disfranchised?  What  privilege  has  been  taken  away? 
Are  not  the  courts  open  to  them  for  redress  of  tbeir 
grievancea?  Are  not  their  persons^  reputations,  and 
property,  protected  by  law  like  those  of  other  eiliiens? 
If  so,  of  what  do  they  complain?  Why,  tbey  cannot  get 
office  I 

This  bring*  me  to  the  consideration  of  the  100,000  of- 
fice-holders, who  are  said  to  have  been  sustaining  the 
administration  for  some  time  past,  and  to  have  conducted 
the  campaign  in  favor  oC  Hr.  Van  Buren.  I  can  remem- 
ber when  I  believed  there  was  something  in  this  story 
about  the  office-boldera  sustaining  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and 
being  bis  principal  supporters.  It  was  asserted  in  that 
bold  and  confident  tone  which  we  so  frequently  listen  (o 
here,  and  I  took  it  for  granted  gentlemen  would  not  say 
so  in  that  manner,  unless  it  was  well  established.  I  have 
been  deceived  in  that  way  more  than  once.  Gentlemen 
rise  and  tell  us  that  tbe  South  will  do  this,  and  the  NortU 
wi'l  not  do  that,  in  a  tone  of  authority  that  leads  a  young 
man,  inexperienced  in  the  ways  of  tbe  Capitol,  to  be* 
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litve  they  are  luihorized  to  »peitk  for  the  whnle  leope  or 
country  indicated  in  their  remirks.  It  ii  not  to.  I  im 
older  now*  and  underaland  these  thin|[B.  I  have  been 
behind  the  enrtain  here,  which  excludes  our  duingi  from 
th«  eyea  oT  the  Amcncan  pei^let  and  when  I  hear  and 
Me  theae  (bing*)  I  titadi  juat  >o  much  weight  to  then 
as  they  deserve.  Saeh  aaseverations  are  often  made 
.  by  gentlemen  who,  no  doubt,  believe  them  lo  be  true, 
but  who  know  no  more  about  it  than  I  do.  P.xperienec 
has  ahown  that,  in  more  than  one  instance,  they  were 
mistaken. 

Gentlemen  seem  to  forget  that,  besides  these  offices 
held  under  the  Federal  Government,  there  are  more  than 
a  hundred  thousand  held  under  the  State  Governmeota. 
Indeed,  to  make  ap  the  number  of  a  hundred  thowand 
under  the  fnrmer,  I  believe  they  count  the  army  ind 
navy  of  the  United  States  and  all  the  pensionern!  By 
what  authority  are  they  set  down  aa  friends  uf  ttie 
administration f  Who  asserts  that  these  men,  who  re- 
ceive the  sums  paid  to  them  under  the  law,  and  not- by 
the  favor  of  the  Executive,  are  leaa  free  than  their  f«i* 
low-citizena'  How  are  they  dependent  on  the  Preu- 
dent  for  support?  They  are  no  more  ao  than  any  other 
citizen  of  the  country.  But  suppose  what  is  said  of  them 
to  be  true,  we  ail  know  that  the  State,  county,  city, 
tnwn,  and  township  officers  exercise  much  more  influ- 
ence over  th?  public  mitid  than  they  do.  Who  haamost 
influence  over  his  ne'ighbors,  the  sheriflT  of  the  county, 
the  asKociaie  judftes,  where  there  are  such  officer*,  or  a 
postmaster  in  some  little  town?  The  former,  unquea- 
tionabty.  And,  pray,  who  holds  theae  officea  tn  all  tbe 
Btatea,  countiea,  ana  towns,  in  which  the  oppoMtion  have 
the' political  power?  Their  friends,  in  almost  every  in- 
stance. In  what  places  do  they  vote  for  democrats,  in 
preference  to  men  of  their  own  party?  In  none  that 
have  come  within  the  range  of  my  observation.  Have 
they  any  right  to  complain  that  we  prefer  our  frlenda  to 
our  enemies,  (and  that  ia  the  proscription  of  which  they 
complain,)  when  they  do  the  very  same  thing  themselvea? 
They  vote  againat  men,  and  thus  "  proscribe  them  for 
opinion's  sake."  They  will  not  allow  them  to  hold  of- 
fice) and  the  only  reason  assigned  is,  that  they  do  not 
like  their  political  opinions.  All  parties  do  this.  It  is 
in  the  nilure  of  man  to  sustain  his  friends,  and  to  rally 
around  those  who  sgree  with  him  in  sentiment. 

We  are  charged  with  being  influenced  by  the 
**  spoils,"  and  with  relying  upon  them  to  iraure  our  suc- 
cess. By  "  spoild"  they  mean  either  office  or  money. 
In  regard  to  the  former,  the  opposition  claim  a  remark- 
able share  of  disinterested  patriotism.  If  we  believe  their 
account  of  it,  they  have  a  great  aversion  to  office;  and 
yet,  when  did  they  ever  let  a  good  one  pass  by  without 
grasping  at  it?  I  can  imagine  1  almoit  aee  their  ■<  mmiiha 
water"  snmetimei  for  a  taste  of  tlie  '*  Treasury  pap!" 

If  it  bad  so  happened  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  not  t%> 
cclved  quite  votes  enough  to  elect, him,  and  the  three 
highest  candidates  had  come  b«.rore  the  House  for 
our  decision,  we  should  have  had  great  difficulty  in 
arriving  at  a  conclusion.  1'here  would  have  been  no  in- 
trigue or  bargain,  of  course!  But  when  all  the  difficul- 
t'es  had  been  surmounted,  as  they  no  doubt  would  have 
been,  and  an  opposition  manelected,  tben-wc  should  have 
seen  the  beginning  of  troubles.  What  would  have  been 
the  policy  of  his  administration  no  man  living  can  tell. 
His  supportera  would  have  been  of  all  political  creeds 
aitd  complexions  under  heaven;  aa  opposite  to  each 
other  as  the  pules,  and  wholly  irreconcileable.  lie  could 
nut  have  pleased  ore  set  of  them  without  displeasing  the 
others;  and  if  he  had  compromisrd,  and  gone  somejimes 
a  little  with  one  side,  and  then  leaned  a  Utile  to  the 
other,  he  would  have  been  dnng  precisely  u  hat  they 
charge  upon  General  JacksOn,  uiu  would  tbcrtfore  have 
dvpleased  ibem  all.' 


But  this  ia  not  the  grand  drfficulty.  We  are  told  thtt 
profeasions  and  practice  ought  to  go  logethrr.  Nor, 
the  oppMition  profess  to  believe  tbst  our  friendi  alio 
are  in  office  are  unworthy  lo  remain  there;  w  Aef 
should  be  turned  out  forthwith.  AgMO,  the;  probata 
have  a  mortal  bttred  forofilee-taolderaiawt,ornm, 
none  of  them  would  be  willii^  to  fill  the  tscsmh! 
Here  would  be  one  of  tbe  greatest  calamitiei  ihit  tm 
befel  a  free  people— all  the  offices  of  the  counlrr  tkibI, 
and  no  one  to  fill  them!  One  poKiofloF  the  counbr 
would  be  too  bad,  and  the  other  loo  good,  to  Utc  »f 
thing  to  do  with 'public  office,  honor,  or  emoluacDt! 

But  upon  the  subject  of  money,  of  nerecaarj  notini 
and  influences,  who  baa  shown  the  atrof^|esl  isclintioi 
to  resort  to  aucfa  meana  to  eontrol  public  sentianl! 
Who  are  the  friends  of  banks,  of  the  Bsnk  of  ibe  Vt^ 
States?  Who  are  wilting  to  sell  extraordinary  pririkcn 
for  bonuses  payable  in  money?  Who  are  tbe  supporitn 
of  land  bills  and  distribution  bills?  I  do  not  spakej 
the  depDsite  bill  of  the  la»t  sesnon.  Tbst  w» toMiM 
by  a  majority  of  my  own  political  friend^  drinn  lo  it. 
in  some  meaaure,  by  the  force  of  circniBStanee^  wbin 
they  could  not  fully  controli  but  I  alhide  to  a  P*'"*'^ 
system,  by  which  money  for  which  the  Govemmest  m 
no  use  is  to  be  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  tbe  peop** 
and,  af^er  paying  four  or  five  sets  of  public  men  for«- 
lectingit,  for  legislating  upon  tlie  subject,  sod  w at- 
tributing it  again,  we  return  to  the  State  Goremnittu 
the  balance,  to  be  expended  in  such  manner uthtf^ 
direct.  The  General  Government  has  no  right  to  * 
this^it  ia  a  fraud  upon  Ibe  pe<^le.  Tbe  revenue  iwmI 
be  eut  down  ao  aa  to  meet  toe  wanU  of  the  GoverBOfB'i 
and  nothing  more;  leaving  all  the  fruits  of  individuiiifr 
dustry  beyond  that  in  the  pcople'a  pockcti,  tg  be  d» 
posed  of  aa  each  man  may  think  proper.  Soeb  sw 
democratic  doetrine^  but  the  opponUoa  will  not  {ok 
this. 

The  indicationa  have  been  already  given  Id  tbe 
fry.  There  ia  to  be  a  coalition  between  a  Portion  «™ 
South  and  tbe  manufacturing  interests  of  tbe  N>^>' 
The  preaervation  of  tbe  "public  faith"  is  to  be  the  [«; 


biir 


publri 

text  for  collecting  a  surplus.    The  "compromiie 
is  said  to  have  pledged  the  public  faitli!  n'l>*''!!'^ 
surtlity  ia  this!    Sir,  I  would  regard  a  fioUlion  t' "* 
faith  of  the  nation  with  as  much  horror  as  anj  KeniK"^ 
in  or  out  of  this  House.    A  nation  without 
an  IndNidual  whose  reputation  bas  been  totiily  «- 
stroyedi  they  are  both  very  properly  excluded  in**" 
honorable  aasociationi.   Rut  how  has  public 
pledged  in  this  case?    Can  two  or  three  P^T^ 
members  of  Congress  make  an  arrangement,  'f? 
the  passage  of  a  law  which  is  to  bind  all  posterity?  lU** 
they  any  more  power  than  their  successors-,  '^T 
whence  did  they  obtain  it?   The  idea  is  P»P"""t; 
If  they  could  bind  ua  for  ten  years,  they  on  do  «  ^ 
fifty  or  a  hundredf  and  what  become  of  popiilv  >>>>^'|^ 
The  "  compromise  act"  ia  of  no  more  "t 
any  other  law  of  Congress,  and  can  be  P*"'™,''f,"^ 
ified  at  any  time  we  may  think  proper.  It 
tained,  however,  I  have  no  doubt,  and  an  f"*^ 
amount  of  taxes  thus  levied  upon  the  P*^''lJ^ 
divided  out  againj  keeping  up  awarma  of 
officers,  and  enriching  one  portion  of  the  eomiw™''. 

of  another.    The  money  is  never  tetursw 


the  expense 
to  the  men  who  earned  it. 


Again:  it  is  charged  upon  this  admiiuiiraiian 
bas  increased  the  annual  expenditures  to  a  Urge  ' 
Why  do  not  gentlemen  have  the  candor  to  tell  tw 
pie  tbe  cause  of  this  increaac?   It  is  to  be  ^u"!'")^ 
increased  population,  officea,  and  wants  of  the  w 
meni;  in  the  »pprupriations  for  various  nationw  wj" 
fortifications,  navy*  fcc.     The  removal  of 
tribei  weat  of  the  Uiasisaippi,  Ibe  punbwe  ci 
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lands,  and  the  wart  we  hive  had  with  them,  are  some  of 
the  principal  items.  Has  there  been  any  unnecpssary 
ezpendiltire'  if  to,  point  it  out.  Let  ub  know  what  it 
Wi  ftnd  then  we  will  aik  ourselves  why  we  appropriated 
the  money. 

So  or  the  corruption  of  which  we  hear  so  much,  tn 
what  does  it  consist^  Who  lias  been  fiuil'y  I*) 
what  department  or  bureau  is  it  to  be  founds  What  ia 
iti  character^  '  General  chargei  are  easily  niadei  but 
they  are  too  indefinitr.  Let  gentlemen  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility of  making  a  dlslmct  charge.  In  private 
life,  if  one  man  insttgatea  a  prosecution  against  another 
for  an  offence,  and  it  turns  out,  upon  investigation,  that 
there  is  no  foundation  for  it,  and  not  even  a  probable 
cause  for  its  commencement,  the  prosecutor  is  liable  to 
an  action  of  damages  fur  the  injury  done  to  individual 
reputation.  Are  the  characters  or  public  men  leas  valu- 
able to  them  than  those  of  private  citizens.'  Are  they 
not  equally  under  the  protection  nf  (he  law?  True,  the 
prosecutor  here  might  not  be  liable  to  an  action;  but  if 
there  should  turn  out  to  be  neither  ground  for  the 
charge,  nor  good  reason  for  instituting  the  inquiry,  pub- 
lic sentiment  would  render  that  Juttice  to  all  concerned 
that  is  administered  in  the  other  ease  by  the  Judiciary  of 
the  country. 

If  any  gentleman  will  rise  tn  liis  place,  and  state  that 
he  has  good  reason  to  believet  from  information  upon 
which  he  can  rely,  that  fraud  and  corruption  do  exist  in 
a  particular  department,  either  naming  his  informant  or 
stating  that  it  is  improper  to  name  him,  I,  for  one,  will 
vote  for  a  committee,  with  ample  powers  to  make  a 
thorough  Investigation.  If  one  commiitee  is  not  enough, 
I  will  vole  for  more — for  as  many  as  are  necessary  to 
develop  the  true  condition  of  the  public  offices,  and  to 
expoae  all  the  defaulters  who  may  be  found  tn  them. 
This,  I  think,  ought  to  saUsfy  the  most  fastidious. 

This  House  hss  been  assailed.  It  has  been  denom- 
inated a  mere  "  bed  of  justice,  to  register  the  decrees  of 
royalty!"  It  seems  that  wesil  here,  without  any  opinions 
of  our  own,  merely  to  register  the  edicts  of  the  President! 
What  is  the  pretext  fur  this  charged  Why,  forsooth, 
we  agree  in  sentiment  with  the  President,  and  there- 
fore sustain  his  measures!  Was  ever  argument  more 
futile MVho  elected  the  President?  The  people.  Who 
elected  the  members  of  this  House?  The  same  people. 
Do  they  not  vote  for  both  because  they  approve  of  their 
political  opinions?  Undoubtedly.  Are  not  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House  of 
the  asme  political  pany^  la  it  strange  that  they  ahould 
agree  in  regard  to  great  leading  measures  of  policy? 
Who  would  anticipate  any  thing  else  than  an  agreement  ? 
I  deaire  to  speak  respectfully  of  arguments  advanced 
here,  and  will  thercfure  not  say  that  tbia  is  chtUtsh.  but 
really  it  is  one  of  the  strangest  spenmena  of  parliament- 
ary logic  that  I  have  ever  heard. 

Pray,  who  rules  the  opposition?  Whose  edicts  do 
they  register?  Uo  they  sit  here  to  register  the  edicts 
of  a  distmguished  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  of  another 
from  HassBchuseits,  and  of  a  (bird  from  South  Carolina? 
If  not,  how  does  it  happen  that  they  agree  so  cordially 
and  entirely  with  the  three  great  leaders  in  all  tlieir 
political  opinions?  The  fact  cannot  be  denied  that 
this  agreement  does  exist;  and  if  the  argument  is  good 
with  respect  to  us,  it  applies  equally  to  the  opposition. 
If  we  are  the  President's  ■■slaves,"  they  are  "slaves" 
to  the  opposition  leaders. 

The  President,  it  it  said,  is  popular;  that  he  rules 
the  country  and  guides  public  sentiment  by  (he  aid  of 
this  personal  popularity.  What  a  lame  and  impo- 
tent conclusion!  True,  he.  is  popular,  but  it  is  because 
he  deserves  to  be  so,  from  his  eminent  talents,  his  dem- 
ocratic principles,  and  his  faithful  and  extraordinary 
public  scrvicea.    If  other  gentlemen  wish  to  be  popular. 
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let  Ihem  pursue  his  fuotstepa,  adopt  his  principles,  and 
render  such  services,  and  then  they  w  ill  at|ain  the  ob- 
ject of  their  wishes.  The  people  of  this  country  have 
but  one  desire  in  regard  to  public  aiFnirs — ittatoaee 
their  Government  well  administered.  They  elected 
Andrew  Jackson  because  they  believed  he  would  thus 
administer  the  Government, 'and  they  have  not  been 
diup  pointed. 

Who  is  it  ibst  complains  of  him?  They  are  the  men 
who  told  ua,  in  1834  and  in  1838,  that  if  Jackson  auc- 
ceeded  the  country  would  be  ruined;  (be  nten  who 
told  ui  the  same  thing  in  1833t  men  who  invoke  war, 
pestilence,  and  famine,  rather  than  devotion  to  milita- 
ry gloryi  but  who,  during  the  late  campaign,  huzzaed 
fiH-  military  chieftains  louder  than  ever  we  did  at  any 
period.  They  are  now  endeavoring  to  convince  us  that 
they  were  righli  that  we  have  been  ruined)  and  that 
all  their  predictions  have  been  vertlied.  Do  they  think 
we  will  believe  their  declamation  in  opposition  to  the 
evidence  of  our  own  senses?  When  wss  this  country 
ever  more  happy  and  prosperous  tlian  at  tbia  moment? 
Never  aince  the  Government  was  first  organized.  The 
laboring  classes  of  the  community — the  farmer,  ihft 
planter,  the  mechanic,  the  manufacturer — are  all  grow- 
ing rich.  L^nd,  and  all  its  products,  bear  a  higher 
price  than  they  have  fur  many  yearai  yet  gentlemen 
will  have  It  that  we  are  rained.  The  laws  protect  every 
man  in  the  enjoyment  ofall  his  righta — personal  liberty, 
personal  security,  and  private  property)  in  all  his  in^ 
munities  and  privileges— religious,  civil,  and  political; 
still  gentlemen  insist  that  we  are  ruined.  Sir,  the  peo- 
ple will  not  believe  them.  When  the^  feel  themselves 
happy  at  home,  and  learn  from  every  intelligent  Amer- 
ican, of  every  party,  that  our  country  now  stands  high- 
er abroad,  on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  our  in- 
tercourse- has  been  conducted  by  this  administration 
with  foreign  nations'  (Prance  included)  than  it  ever  did 
in  any  former  period,  they  will  not  believe  any  man 
who  asseru  that  they  have  been  injured  by  thoae  who 
have  held  the  reins  of  power  for  the  last  eight  years. 

[Here  Mr.  H.  gave  way  to  Mr.  Asthost,  on  whose 
motion  the  House  adjourned.  The  subject  did  not 
come  up  again  until  the  following  Tuesday,  when  Mr. 
H.  concluded  his  remarks,  aa  follo»s:] 

Before  I  resume  the  thread  of  my  discourse,  I  must 
submit  a  few  observations  with  regard  to  what  fell  from 
me  the  other  day,  when  1  addressed  the  House.  1  know 
how  easy  it  is  for  what  is  said  here  to  be  misunderstood 
and  misrepresented;  and  it  appeara  that  my  positions  haro 
been  greatly  misunderstood  by  some  who  beard  me. 

It  is  said  that  I  demanded  specific  charges  of  fraud  be- 
fore I  would  vote  for  a  committee  of  inquiry.  Not  so^ 
air;  1  require  some  gentleman  to  asstime  the  respontibility 
of  pointing  to  the  department,  bureau,  or  office,  where 
the  fraud  is  to  be  found,  and  of  assertinff  in  his  place  that 
he  has  good  reasons  for  believing  it  exists.  Then  1  wlU 
vote  promptly  for  an  investigation. 

Sir,  1  have  been  understood  to  say  that  thoae  now  in 
power  are  not  a  party.  I  said  no  such  thing.  The 
country  is  divided  into  parties,  and  perbapa  alwaya  wiU 
be;  and  one  of  those  parties  is  now  in  power.  What  I 
complain  of  is,  that  the  opposition,  who  are  in  a  minority, 
and  have  been  for  years,  should  arrogantly  claim  that 
they  are  the  country,  and  we  hut  a  party.  I  insist  that, 
if  any  party  can  be  called  *' the  country,"  it  is  ours;  for 
in  a  tVee  country  the  voice  of  the  majority  is  virtually  the 
voice  of  the  country. 

Again,  sir,  I  slated  that  1  had  been  behind  the  C|irta!n 
since  I  came  here,  and  had  been  undeceived  with  regard 
(o  many  operations  of  public  men^  I  d-rectly  referred 
to  tbia  House,  and  to  the  schemes  and  plans  concocted 
and  carried  into  execution  by  those  who  oppose  the  ad- 
ministration.   I  spoke  of  the  curtain  which  conceali  in 
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from  the  tcrutiny  of  tbe  people  who  are  tt  homr,  and 
who  »re  often  impoted  upon  mott  Bhamefully  by  whtt  u 

Kilt  forth  from  this  "  ten  milet  iquare."  For  rzainple, 
ow  often  do  we  tee  tn  account  given  by  «  Icttrr-wru 
ter  of  the  speechea  made  here,  which  is  a  liaaue  of  mis- 
representation  from  bre^inning  to  end?  A  friend  of  ihe 
adminiat  ration  riaes,  perhaps,  and  makes  a  apeeeh.  llwt 
it  put  down  aa  ft  feeble  effbrti  eontradtelory,  illi^eal, 
and  all  that,  llien  an  oppoaition  itcntleman  arosft  and 
he  Uteralty  flayed  tbe  other  alive.  Poor  fellow,  he  look' 
ed  as  if  he  would  sink  through  the  floor.  The  writer 
almost  fancied  he  could  hear  him  groan  audibly,  aueh 
was  the  agony  he  felt  and  manifested.  Now,  those  of  us 
who  are  here  *'  behind  the  curtain"  understand  all  tUtat 
and  the  people  at  home  are  beginning  to  understand  ft 
too,  though  for  a  long  lime  they  did  not.  We  know 
tiiat  these  men  are  paid  to  abuae  one  side  and  praise  the 
other,  and  that  thry  are  merely  laboring  in  their  vocation. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  1  justified  the  President's  in- 
consistency by  charging  like  conduct  upon  hts  oppo- 
nents. 1  d'd  not  undertake  to  argue  that  point  at  all; 
but  I  take  occaaion  now  to  deny  that  llie  inconriatenciea 
charged  upon  him  do  exiat  in  point  offset. 

So  of  the  proscription  and  patronage,  which  furnish 
thamca  of  endten  declamftlioni  I  am.uiiderstood  to  justify 
the  one  and  to  disregard  the  othert  bceauae  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  same  things  in  tbe  State*  where  the  oppo* 
■ilion  have  the  power. 

[Here  Mr.  Picssss  rose  and  irxiuired  if  Mr.  II .  meant 
to  include  South  Carolina.  To  which  Mr.  M.  replied  in 
the  affirtnatiTe.  Mr.  P.  stated  that  tbe  gentleman's  in- 
fomiation  waa  incorreeti  for  the  dominant  parly  there 
had  not  proieribed  and  remorcd  their  political  oppo- 
nents. Mr.  P.  made  a  Mmilar  ttatement  in  regard  to 
Msssachuaelts.}. 

-  Hr.  H.  then  proceeded.  1  am  glad  lo  hear  that  our 
opponents  are  ao  liberal  in  S'luth  Carolina  and  Hassa- 
chuaeils.  But  the  gentlemen  have  not  given  to  ihe 
term  proteriptWH  Ihe  same  meaning  that  1  do.  It  means, 
in  pluD  Eagtiahi  aa  1  understand  it»  a  preference  of  our 
frtenda  to  our  enemies.  This  preference  exist*  in  all 
parties  and  ia  right  in  ilaelf.  Qiialificatioo*  being  equa^ 
or  nearly  so,  I  would  always  prefer  my  Friend  to  my  po- 
litical antagonist.  No  party  has  ever  shown  a  more  rigid 
adherence  to  this  principle  than  the  various  parties  op- 
posed to  the  administration (  and  I  believe  it  is  so  in  both 
South  Carolina  and  Massachusetts.  We  see  very  few 
Jackson  men  in  Congress  from  either  of  those  Slates, 
and  that  alone  proves  what  I  say.  Removals  cannot  take 
place  where  there  is  nobody  to  remove;  and  I  presume 
there  were  but  few  of  them  in  office  in  either  State. 

As  lo  removals  from  oflice,  it  is  enough  for  me  to  re* 
peat  that  tbe  charges  against  the  Executive  are  not 
sustained  by  tbe  factsj  and  I  appeal  to  the  departments 
in  this  eity,  and  to  the  post  ofBees  throughout  the  Union, 
to  prove  the  unjustneas  of  the  imputation  tl|^t  men  are 
removed  merely  on  account  of  their  political  ■enliments. 

When  -we  idiow  that  the  opposition  prefer  men  of 
ihmr  own  party  In  others,  we  nisy  then  furly  and  prop- 
erly ask,  what  would  the  people  gain  upon  Ihis  point 
by  turning  out  the  dominant  party  and  putting  in  their 
opponents.'  '  When  tbe  raven  chides  blackness,  is  it 
not  tkir  to  point  lo  tbe  color  of  his  own  plumage?  If 
'*  Satan  andertake*  to  reprove  sin,"  Is  it  not  well  to  re- 
mind him  that  bis  own  moral  character  doe*  not  aland 
very  fiiir  in  the  community  ^  And  if  politicians  make 
furious  chargea  against  their  opponents,  may  we  not 
remind  tbem  thai  they  are  guilty  of  the  very  aame  thing 
themselves  which  they  charge  upon  others? 

Baring  said  Ihus  much  in  explanation,  1  will  now 
proceed  with  my  diacourse.  When  we  adjourned  Ihe 
other  day,  1  was  rennrking  that  the  nation  had  approved 
of  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  present  Kxecutive.   1'be  late 


elections  prove  that  beyond  all  dispote.  A  ncceoor 
has  been  elected  by  a  large  majority,  who  hai  betn  ii< 
sociated  with  the  Executive  for  msny  yean;  »ho  ip- 
proves  of  his  leading  mesaurea,  snd  U  pledged  to  etfrr 
out  his  policy.  The  gentlemso  from  Virginii,  [Kr. 
Wisa,]  who!  regret  to  see  is  not  in  his  ksI,  pulin- 
larly  as  I  understand  he  ia  detuned  horn  it  tbe  ilhm 
of  hi*  bnsily,  told  us  the  other  day  that  he  wu  kdToci- 
tingthe  cause  of  .the  people,  and  did  nolwiibtobt 
understood  as  aasailing  the  Preaidenl.  Tlut  ptik- 
man  and  several  others  have  been  advocating  the  oat 
of  the  people  in  the  aame  way  foryearsi  yet,  vhow 
the  people  come  lo  the  polls,  they  uniformly  dtcw 
againat  their  own  advocate*,  and  in  favor  of  Andnv 
Jackson!  This  prove*  tbcnr  approbation  of  hiipiiac> 
pies  and  policy. 

I  do  not  stand  here  to  eulogiae  the  President,  but 
this  much  I  will  say:  when  the  pasnons  wb'icfa  ndrt 
into  party  conflicts  in  this  country  shall  hs«  wbiiJw. 
when  the  prejudices  created  by  such  controrfWi 
shall  have  passed  away,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will^ 
ttce  be  done  to  the  fame  and  character  of  Andre*  W- 
son.  And  when  his  enemies  shall  havefloiWd*" 
the  stream  of  time  into  that  oblivion  whin  * 
inevitable  destinjr  of  almost  their  whole  !* 
memory  will  survive  and  flourish  in  the  heart*  of » jwi 
a  grateful,  and  an  intelligent  people. 

The  hiatory  of  America  up  to  this  period  will  pW" 
three  Preaidenis  standing  out  boldly  upno  hfr  pKjM" 
great  public  benefactors.  They  arc— Geoi^  ^"j'^S 
ton,  who  harmonized  the  conflicting  element^  tod  pa 
our  Government  in  mntiont  Thomas  Jeflfersoo, 
rested  It  in  ila  downhill  career  towards  moiofchy.w 
restored  it  to  iU  pristine  purilyt  and  Andrew  Jj"*- 
who  gave  it  tbe  **  republican  tack,"  braught 
the  point  where  JefiexsoD  left  it,  and  where  it  od|U'^ 
waya  to  remain. 

I  come  now  to  speak  of  the  future.   It  n«  «" 
boldly  proclaimed  here  by  several  genllrmen,  ibii.  >• 
regard  to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
to  have  "war  in  advance,"  and     war  to  the  km". 
This  is  a  moat  extraordinary  position  for  grn^l'"^. , 
aasume.  before  the  principles  or  policy  of  the 
Higistrate  are  made  known,  hay,  befwehehttU* 
Ihe  oath  of  oRicei  lo  declare  war,  and  that, 
of  extermination!   They  inform  us  that  he  b  notww 
judged  by  his  aclst  that  they  may  poawbly  ^"PP^ 
measures,  but  they  will  wage  an  interminsble 
againat  Ihe  man!    Why,  air.  we  go  for  roeiwmi" 
men  to  carry  them  outj  we  support  men,  ''•*"*'*!^ 
areinfisvorof  cerlain  doctrines  and  measurei,  »• 
cause  we  like  the  man.   Any  other  system  !»» »• 
must  degenerate  into  mere  *' man  worship."  _ 

This  may  be  a  very  patriotic  opposiliooi  bulitipP"" 
to  me  to  be  an  impolitic  one  for  tbe  S«n*''"^ru 
aelvea.    When  one  man  is  detembied  bcforehsnn  lo 
di«ple**ed,  or  to  quarrel  with  another,  we  k*o*  ^ ^ 
ea-y  it  is  lo  find  an  opportunity  of  doing  »• 
it  should  ao  happen,  in  ibe  progress  of  evcnU,  ib»i 
gentlemen  find  it  necessary  at  some  future  tinw  to  m 
an  assault  upon  tbe  administration,  will  not  (he  pn^P 
be  inclined  to  reply:  "Ah!  we  did  not  "P*^'  J™, 
he  satisfird,  for  you  were  determined  to  be  o^P"*^ 
let  the  Preaide.it  do  as  he  might."   But  the  cojw 
which  gentlemen  choose  to  pursue  is  ''*'''^*y'j,,,ip 
teroftaste)  and  i  have  mrt  the  leaat  desire  to  did*" 

any  one  upon  this  subject. 

if  the  opposition  have  solemnly  resolved  tbtl  «" 
haveanolher  four  years'  wart  if  they 
cessation  of  huililities;  if  we  cannot  be  permiUe^  e.^ 
to  go  into  winter  quarters  for  three  monUHi  «  ' 
and  war  to  tbe  knife,  i*  to  be  their  motto,  for  «>e>'^ 
"come  on,  MaodufP."  Ut  ua  hear  the  roar  (H 
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cannon,  gentlemen.  Show  ut  the  i^ze  or  your  ballit 
Ihe  length  %nd  ditmeter  of  your  calibeni.  Let  ut  h»r 
the  tramptinif  of  the  horsea'  hoof*,  the  ne^hing  of  the 
iteedj,  and  the  clMfror  of  your  trumpet*.  Do  not  an* 
noy  us  by  the  random  iboU  of  tingle  riflemen  from  be- 
hind the  scattering  trees,  nor  by  the  flanking  and 
scouting  parties  that  belong  to  your  army,  but  chatYC 
vilh  all  your  forces.  Danger  is  alvays  increased,  in 
appearance,  by  the  distance.  The  enemy  presents  a 
much  more  terrifying  aspect  when  he  first  bursts  upon 
Ihe  view  than  when  you  grapple  with  him,  man  to  man, 
and  test  the  power  of  hia  mutele  aixl  the  fierceness  of 
his  spirit.  Give  us  a  general  flre,  along  your  whole 
line.  The  suspense  which  precedes  a  great  battle  is 
the  most  dreadful  period  of  the  whole  affair.  I  am  told 
that  even  cowards  will  fight  afler  (be  first  diachareet 
and  1  promise  you  that  all  of  us  who  survive  the  first 
shock  will  stand  up  and  give  you  a  fiiir  figlit  in  the  open 
plain. 

The  reason  assigned  for  making  war  upon  Mr.  Van 
Buren  ia,  ihat  he  is  a  usurper!  Yes,  air,  although 
elected  by  the  people  of  the  United  Stales,  he  is  a  usur- 
per. Language  is  changing  its  meaning  now-a-dayi^ 
and  we  shall  soon  be  unable  to  understand  each  other. 
Let  us  look  into  this  charge. 

We  all  know  there  were  many  persons  in  the  demo- 
cratic party  who  did  not  prefer  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  all 
others  as  the  successor  ofGeneral  Jackson.  Some  of  us 
preferred  Judge  McLean]  some  were  for  Colonel  Bentoni 
others  were  for  Judge  Whitej  and  many  were  in  favor  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Colonel  Jobn- 
aon.)  _  He  was  not  my  first  choice.  Thousands  of  ut 
In  Ohio  preferred  a  distinguished  citizen  of  our  own 
State.  Wc  knew  him  peraonally  i  we  had  seen  the  zeal, 
industry,  and  ability,  diaplayed  by  him  in  the  manage- 
ment of  an  important  Department  of  the  Government, 
and  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty  devolvingupon  him  in 
the  various  stations  be  had  held,  both  under  the  Slate 
and  Federal  authorities.  We  believed  lie  would  make 
an  excellent  Chief  Uagislrste;  whilst,  on  the  other 
hand,  some  of  ut  had  been  induced  to  believe  that,  al- 
though Mr.  Van  Buren  poasetsed  great  abilities  and  ez- 

Krienee,  atill  he  waa  an  intriguing  puliiielBn.  We  be- 
ved  to  because  we  heard  these  things  said,  day  after 
day,  for  years,  and  scarcely  ever  heard  a  word  aaid  in 
his  defence.  How  could  any  one  expect  us,  under 
■ucb  circumstances,  to  come  to  a  favorable  conclusion 
in  regard  to  him'  I  mutt  here  brg  pardon  of  the 
Houae  for  qieaking  particularly  of  myself.  When  I 
waa  first  elected  to  Congress.  I  was  elected  sa  a  McLean 
man.  Hjself  and  one  of  my  colleagues  were  well 
known,  both  at  home  and  at  this  plaee,  to  be  favorable 
to  the  judge,  whilst  the  other  frienda  of  the  adminis- 
tration from  Ohio  were  either  fbr  Mr.  Van  Buren  or 
uncommitted. 

During  the  first  session  we  were  here,  a  convention 
of  the  Jackson  party  was  held,  at  which  they  nominated 
Mr.  Van  Buren  for  President,  thua  crowding  Judse 
McLean  off  the  track  in  Ohio.  It  waa  a  matter  of  public 
notoriety  among  those  who  took  any  interest  in  my 
opinions,  that,  judging  from  the  information  I  re- 
ceived with  regard  to  this  proceeding,  the  manner 
of  getting  up  and  conducting  the  convention,  I  at  that 
time  disapproved  it,  though  subsequent  information 
changed  my  opinions.  1  wrote  three  letters,  expres- 
sive of  my  disapprobation— private,  confidential  let- 
ters, so  marked  upon  Uieir  nee.  Two  were  written 
to  a  gentleman  long  since  deceased,  and  the  other  to  an 
individual  still  living.  Both  these  persons  were  Jack- 
son McLean  men,  and  my  personal  friends.  During  the 
campaign  last- fall,  these  letters,  with  the  word  "pri- 
vate" and  the  names  of  the  correspondents  erased ,  and 
with  what  other  alterations,  if  any,  I  knoir  not,  appear- 


ed in  the  public  newspapers.  The  living  correspond- 
ent denied  having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  publication, 
and  the  family  of  the  deceased  had  no  participation  in 
it.  A  few  **whigs,"  with  two  or  three  professed  Van 
Buren  men,  I  am  told,  seperintended  the  publication. 
1  do  not  char{|e  it  upon  the  opposition  at  a  party,  for  I 
take  pleasure  in  saying,  that  however  wrong  I  may  think 
them  in  their  politics,  there  aie  thouiandt  of  them  who 
are  high-minded,  honorable  men,  who  would  suffer 
their  right  arms  to  be  severed  from  their  ahoulden  rather 
than  descend  to  a  mean  or  dishooorsble  action.  But 
the  men  of  «iy  party,  who  would  violate  the  secrecy  of 
a  confidential  correspondence,  who  would  procure  the 
private  communications  passing  between  personal  and 
political  friends,  and  expose  their  contents  to  the  world 
without  the  consent  of  the  parties,  are  unworthy  of  the 
society  of  gentlemen  any  where,  and  deserve  the  scorn 
and  indignation  of  every  honest  man  in  the  miaimunity. 

These  letters  were  published  to  prove  my  inconsisten- 
cy,  In  having  once  been  fevorable  to  Judge  McLean, 
and  being  now  for  Mr.  Van  Buren;  and  the  charge  waa 
made  by  individuals  of  the  HBrrisf>n  pariy,  who  acknowl- 
edged that  General  Harrison  was  not  their  first  choice, 
but  they  supported  him  because  he  was  taken  up  by 
their  party!  They  preferred  Mr.  Clay  or  Mr.  Webaleri 
hut  when  their  frienda  settled  down  upon  the  hero  of  ' 
Tippecanoe,  they  went  for  hia. 

The  friends  of  Judge  McLean,  who  bclunged  to  the 
democratic  party,  adtered  to  him  as  long  as  there  waa 
any  prospect  of  his  being  run  by  that  party.  When  that 
failed,  and  he  withdrew  from  the  canvass,  to  prevent  the 
posubility  of  bringing  tlia  election  of  President  into  tbia 
Houae,  then  they,  gcMrally,  went  over  to  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren. 

(Here  Mr.  Vibtoji  row  and  requested  leave  to  adc 
Mr.  H.  a  qucstimi.  Mr.  H.  «*CerUinly."  Mr.  V. 
"  Will  my  colleague  say  whether  he  did  not  go  ovtr  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren  before  Judge  McLean  declined?"  Mr. 
H.  *•  I  will  answer  my  colleague  with  pleasure.  When 
first  elected,  my  constituents  knew  I  was  a  McLean  man. 
Previous  to  my  second  election  I  published  a  card,  sta* 
ting  that,  whatever  might  be  my  individual  preference, 
whenever  my  party  united  generally  upon  a  candidate, 
I  ahoutd  go  with  them.  With  this  inturmttion  before 
them  the  people  elected  me,  and  I  have  faithfully  kept 
my  promite  to  the  letter.  That  election  was,  1  believe, 
before  the  Judge  formally  declined  being  a  eandidatCt 
So  much  for  my  own  individual  affairs.  *'] 

Sir,  the  opposition  may  thank  themselves,  in  some  de- 
gree, for  the  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  I'b^  contrib- 
uted very  much  to  make  him  the  candidate  of  llic  dcnw 
ocratie  party.  Notwithstanding  hia  eminent  qualifica* 
liong  for  the  office,  his  claims  might  possibly  have  been 
postponed  to  a  future  election,  bid  it  not  been  for  the 
rancorous  persecution  of  his  political  enemies.  The  first 
step  tsken  by  them,  to  render  him  a  bvprite  with  the 
people,  was  the  wanton  rejection  of  hia  sominatioo  aa 
minister  to  England.  This  exiubited  aomucli  ill  nature, 
so  strong  a  desire  to  cmili  ft  auppoaed  rival,  and  to 
grati^  individual  and  partiean  hatred  ftt  the  Itasard  of 
■acrifieing  the  public  intereM,  that  the  IHends  of  the 
ailminisi  ration  rote  up  as  one  man,  and,  aa  an  act  of  re- 
tributive justice,  elevated  the  rejected  minitter  to  the 
preiiding  chair  of  that  very  Senate  who  had  attempted 
to  destroy  him. 

Tbe  next  ttep  taken  by  the  oppoaition  to  make  the 
Vice  President  popular  with  hia  own  party  waa  the  dal- 
ly abuse  tliey  bestowed  upon  bim  during  the  *'  panic 
session."  They  constantly  connected  "Jackson,  Van 
Buren,  and  the  party"  together,  to  make  up  a  trium- 
virate. This  very  naturally  excited  kind  feelings  towards 
bim  among  those  who  were  abused  in  common  with  (he 
President  and  himMtf)  In  this  manner  Uiey  made  him 
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thouiitids  nr  rriendd,  and  he  waa  finitly  adopted  »  the 
cttididate  or  the  democratic  party. 

The  gentleman  telliuslhat  the  PreaMent  nominated 
him  t«  hia  auececsnr,  an(t  that  tn  thia  nomination  he  owes 
hii  election.  I  ahoiild  be  pUd  to  know  »ben,  where^ 
and  under  what  cireumatancea,  thia  nnmination  waa  made. 

[Hr.  Pkttoit  arose,  and  aaid  he  could  tell  the  frentle- 
man  from  Ohio,  and  would  do  to  then,  if  he  rlesired  i(( 
or  would  do  it  after  he  gnX  through,  wli'chever  he 
pleased.  Mr.  HiMtm  remarked  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter* neriiapa,  for  Mr.  P.  to  give  hit  sentimrnia  nfler  he 
Iwdcloflrd.] 

I  preaume*  air.  (vaiit  Mr.  H.,)  the  gentleman  from 
Tenneaaee  refcrt  to  the  Gwinn  letter,  written  by  the 
Prciident  in  defence  of  some  charfce  made  afcainst  him 
In  a  Naahville  paper.  It  is  some  time  aince  I  aaw  that 
letter,  but  auch  ia  the  tenor  of  it,  according  to  my  rec- 
ollection. 

[Mr.  Pbttoh  again  aroae,  and  made  some  remarka  re* 
■peeling  this  Ictteri  contending  that  the  article  in  the 
Naahriile  paper  waa  not  an  attack  upon  General  jack- 
son,  but  that  it  had  been  made  a  pretext  for  writing  the 
letter,  which  denounced  erery  body  in  adranee  who 
would  not  anpport  Mr.  Van  Btiren.] 

Mr.  H.  proceeded.    Let  the  nature  of  the  article  be 
what  it  might,  one  thing  is  certain — the  letter  was  nei- 
ther in  form  nor  in  lubalance  a  **  nomination"  of  Mr.  Van  ' 
Buren.    It  adTtoed  union  and  harmony  in  the  party,  and 
ipoke  faTortbly  of  the  proposed  convention  at  Bahimorr. 

Suppose  the  Frendent  was  favorable  to  htm,  waa 
there  any  thing  wrong  in  this?  Does  a  Chief  Magis- 
trate lose  the  freedom  of  thought  by  his  election  to  that 
office?    This  would  be  a  new  doctrine  in  our  country. 

It  b  not  unnatural  that  he  should  be  ftvorsble  to  Hr. 
Van  Buren.  He  knew  him  well.  The  latter  had  been 
■asociated  with  him  for  years  in  the  adminiatration  of  the 
OoveQiment.  They  agreed  in  npinion  with  respect  to 
all  the  leading  meaturea  of  the  administration,  and  Mr, 
Van  Buren  was  pledged,  if  elected,  to  carry  them  out, 
and  puraue  the  policy  of  General  Jackaon,  To  auch  a 
candidate  he  could  not  well  be  opposed*  but  how  did 
this  influence  the  election^  Where  was  the  President's 
influence  effeetualk  exerted  tn  ftvor  of  his  auceesKir? 
Not  in  Tennessee,  for  that  Slate  went  against  him.  If 
there  waa  any  one  State  in  the  Union  which  could  be  in- 
fluenced by  him,  it  must  be  Tenneaaeet  and  yet  that 
went  forjudge  White!  Where,  then,  ia  (he  evidence  of 
thia  ''appointment  of  hia  succesanr,"  ao  confidently 
Charged  upon  all  concerned'    Nowhere  hut  in  the  ima- 

Slnatton  of  those  who  have  assorted  it  ao  often  that  1 
areaay  they  begin  to  believe  it  themaelvea.  Suppose 
the  President  had  been  for  Judge  While  or  for  General 
Harriaon*  would  then  have  been  any  complaints  thenf 
Not  a  word,  Thfy  would  have  said:  "  WeP,  the  Pres- 
ident has  got  his  ryes  open  at  last  to  the  true  character 
of  Mr,  Van  Barent  he  can  be  deceived  no  longer)  he 
has  detected  the  imposition,  and,  with  bis  characteriatio 
independence,  the  noble  old  General  hu  come  out 
openly  againat  him."  He  wouM  have  been  "glorified," 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  by  those  who 
now  abiiae  him. 

The  Baltimore  convention  nominated  the  Vice  Prrai- 
dent,  and  made  him  the  candidate  of  our  party.  This, 
too,  ia  a  grievous  offence,  and  smacks  of  dictation  too 
strongly  to  please  the  opportion.  Pray,  who  first  re- 
■orleo  to  national  conventions  for  auch  purposes'  Who 
held  the  conventions  at  Baltimore  that  nominated  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Wirt,  in  the  campaign  of  1833^  Who 
held  the  young  men's  naiional  convention  In  thia  Dis- 
Irict,  in  the  same  year^  We  all  know  it  was  the  whtgs 
and  the  anti-maions.  Ytt  these  are  the  men  who  now 
abuse  us  in  unmeasured  terms  for  merely  following  their 
ciample. 


But  his  locality  greatly  displeases  some  gentlemen, 
stid  they  have  ahused  New  York  in  almost  every  debate 
that  has  oeniirred  here  for  the  last  three  yearst  and 
\n  treated  tn  the  same  manner  in  all  their  newspapers. 
And  why  may  not  Kew  York  have  the  honor  of  giving 
us  a  Preaident?  The  South  has  given  us  four.  New  Eng- 
land has  furnished  two,  and  the  West  one;  whilal  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  two  great  States,  occnpyii^  a 
central  position  in  the  confederacv,  each  of  them  a  na- 
tion within  itself,  have  never  fumisbcd  ua  one.  What 
has  New  Tork  done,  that  the  la  to  be  proscribed?  Hm 
she  not  signalized  heraelf  by  a  devotion  to  liberty,  and 
an  attachment  to  democratic  principles,  in  all  the  great 
emergencies  which  the  country  has  seen.'  Where  wu 
she  in  the  revolutionary  war^  Buttling  among  the  (bre- 
most  fur  independence.  What  was  her  position  in  the 
great  political  revolution  that  brought  Mr.  Jefferson  iota 
power?  She  stood  aide  by  side  with  her  democratic  ns- 
ters,  struggling  fi>r  the  ri|^ts  of  the  States  againat  fed- 
eral usurpation  and  monarcblcsl  principles.  And  io  the 
war  of  1813,  where  waa  she  found?  Sustaining  the 
cause  of  the  country  as  efBeienlly  as  any  State  in  the 
Union,  and  holding  at  bay  the  Hartford  convention  par- 
ty, who  were  not  permitted  to  cro«s  her  territory  into 
the  Middle  and  Southern  States.  If  this  Sute  has  a 
distinguished  son,  worthy  of  the  chief  magistracy,  wfay 
may  he  not  be  presented  as  a  candidate  for  theaaffr^ps 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States?  So  far  from  there 
being  any  thing  wrong  in  it,  there  was  a  peculiar  pro- 
priety, under  all  the  circumstances,  in  taking  the  cudi- 
date  from  New  York  at  the  recent  election. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  thus  made  a  candidate  for  the 
pretidency  of  the  United  States.  Re  encountered  aa 
opposition  combining  more  talent  with  leas  scrupulous- 
ness in  regard  to  the  means  employed  to  defeat  biia 
than  waa  ever  met  before  by  any  aucceaafnl  candidate 
fw  the  same  office.  Their  Dnliringesertioiw  ieduecd 
thousands  of  guod  men  and  sound  patriots  to  vole  agaiait 
him,  who  were  utterly  misled  with  respect  to  his  true 
character. 

In  some  places  he  waa  denounced  as  a  Catholic,  (ta 
the  purpose  of  inducing  Protestants  to  vote  againat  hita. 
Many  did  so,  in  every  State  in  the  Union,  believing  tha*, 
if  he  succeeded,  there  would  be  a  league  formed  be- 
tween him  and  (he  Pope,  and  our  retiginas  liberties 
would  be  prostrated  forever.  Yet  every  intelligent  loan, 
of  every  party,  knew  tbiachiirge  to  be  utterly  bise. 

To  the  open,  honeat,  at raight forward  voter  he  vas 
denounced  as  a  political  iiitrguer.  We  all  know  how 
easily  this  charge  ia  made,  how  strongly  inclined  the 
people  are  to  believe  it  when  made  againat  public  men, 
and  how  difficult  it  is  to  disprove  It  in  any  ease.  Durii^ 
the  late  campaign,  hia  friends  have  roundly  denied  the 
charge,  and  demanded  the  proof.  What  answer  bas 
been  given?  Why,  that  **  he  ia  so  smooth  and  so  sty  in 
his  operationa  that  you  cannot  catch  him  at  it!"  Ah! 
and  pray  how  was  it  ever  discovered  in  the  lint  ioslance, 
if  he  l«-avrB  no  traces  behind  htm? 

At  the  South  he  was  declared  to  be  an  abolitionists 
and  the  people  were  persuarted  that,  if  he  succeeded, 
the  constitutional  guaranleea  for  their  domestic  inslitu- 
tions,  peculiar  to  that  region,  would  be  all  broken  down. 
In  the  North  he  was  abused  for  being  uppnaed  to  the 
abolilionisls,  an  enemy  to  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of 
the  prras,  and  in  favor  of  sla\-ery.  Such  waa'  the  hos- 
tility to  him  in  that  quarter,  that  nineteen  out  uf  e\cry 
twenty,  and  perhaps  ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundrrd, 
abol'tionists  In  the  United  Stalea  voted  against  bim.  This 
was  to  be  expected;  for  all  who  have  taken  the  paina  to 
ascertain  his  sentiments  know  (hat  he  is  oppoaed  to  the 
doctrines  and  practices  of  the  modem  alwriuan  par^,  ia 

I every  shape  and  form, 
in  oae  place  he  wu  allied  to  be  id  fitvor  of  giving  afl 
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negroe*  the  rixht  of  iufTnget  and,  in  another  region, 
he  was  censured  for  being:  «n  enemy  to  the  poor,'  and 
Kgainst  allowing  them  the  privilege  of  voting  lor  public 
officers.  Both  chtrges  were  without  foundsiion  in  fact. 
By  the  nme  men  be  wu  declared  to  be  s  federalist,  and 
an  opposer  of  the  war  of  1813,  when  the  history  of  that 
period  proves  him  to  have  been  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York,  and  one  of  the  moat  effio'ieot  friends 
of  ibe  war  that  tlien  figured  in  public  life. 

In  some  places  hit  talents  were  denied,  alihough,  but 
a  few  years  back,  the  same  men  charged  him  with  wri- 
ting all  General  Jackson's  messages,  and  frankly  admit- 
ted that  they  were  drawn  up  with  great  ability. 

It  woiild  be  a  Herculean  task  to  enumerate  all  the 
falsehood)  pmpagatedi  and  impositions  practised,  to  ac- 
complish his  defeat.  They  all  failed.  Notwithstanding 
the  people  were  appealed  to  in  pathetic  terms  to  come 
to  the  rescue,  were  assured  that  they  would  be  ruined  if 
they  elected  him,  still  they  marched  to  the  polls  and 
gave  him  their  voles.  The  people  had  been  twice  ru- 
ined by  electing  General  Jacksont  and,  as  they  found  it 
rather  an  agreeable  operation,  they  concluded  to  try  it  a 
third  time,  and  let  Mr.  Van  Buren  ruin  them  again. 

He  has  been  elected  by  the  unbought  tufTrages  of  hii 
fellow.cit)xens»  and  in  a  moat  remarkable  manner.  The 
vote  received  by  him  is  dilfused  throughout  the  Union, 
so  as  to  prove  most  clearly  that  nothing  like  a  geograph- 
ical division  of  parties  exists  in  the  country.  All  the 
efforts  made  towards  that  point  have  been  unsuccrstful. 
Including  Miehi^n,  be  has  received  the  votes  of  fifteen 
States  out  of  twenty-six.  He  <A>tained  the  votes  of  a 
majority  of  the  old  thirteen  States  and  a  majority  of 
those  of  the  new  Ststes.  He  has  a  msjority  of  the  elec- 
toral voles  of  the  slaveholdtng  and  a  majority  of  those  of 
the  non-slavehulding  States  of  the  Union.  He  has  one 
hundred  and  seventy  electoral  votes,  being  a  majority  of 
forty-six  over  all  his  competitors  put  together)  and  he 
has  a  majority  of  all  the  individual  votes  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  of  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand.  The 
exact  number  cannot  be  asoertained,  because  in  South 
Carolina  the  people  do  not  votei  the  Legislature  appoints 
the  electors  ofPresident.  Without  this  State.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  has  a  majority  of  about  twenty  two  thousand,  ac- 
cording to  the  Calculation  of  the  opposition  newspspers 
themselves.  But  to  make  him  out  a  "  usurper,"  a 
**  minority  Vresident,"  they  count  South  Carolina  as 
forty  thousand — the  whole  number  being  set  down 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  none  for  him.  Now,  the 
Union  party  of  that  State  compose  from  a  third  to  ojie 
half  nf  its  population,  nfA  they  are  openly  for  him,  and 
would  have  so  given  their  votes,  if  permitted  by  the 
State  Government  to  go  to  the  polls,  and  vole  directly 
for  the  President.  1^  then,  the  Stale  can  give  forty 
thousand  votes,  fifteen  thousand  at  least,  ana  perhaps 
twenty  thousand,  would  have  been  (br  Mr.  Van  Burent 
for  many  nullifiers  would  have  voted  for  him,  I  have  no 
doubt,  in  preference  to  any  other  candidate  before  them. 
Allowing  him  but  fiAeen  thousand,  there  would  be  a 
majority  of  ten  thousand  against  him  in  the  State.  De- 
duct this  from  the  Iwenty-two  thousand  majority  he  has 
in  the  other  Stslei,  and  he  has  still  a  clear  majority  of 
the  individual  voles  of  the  Union  of  at  least  twelve  thou- 
Mnd. 

He  is  elected  according  to  all  the  forms  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  by  these  large  State  electoral  and  individ- 
ual majorities;  and  yet  gentlemen  call  him  a  "  usurper!" 
No;  he  is  the  constitutional,  lawful  Presidentt  and,  from 
the  4th  of  March  nex',  all  men  will  be  bound  to  obey 
him  as  such,  within  (he  pUe  assigned  to  him  by  the  in- 
■tituttons  f>f  his  country. 

Suppose  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  recrivcd  one  vote  less 
than  enough  to  elect  him,  and  the  question  had  come  be- 
fore tbli  Boose,   la  that  even^  Qeneral  HarriMO,  with 


seventy-three,  or  Judge  White,  with  twenty-six  votei^ 
might  have  been  elected.  Stich  a  result  was  by  no 
means  impossible.  A  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Hardiic]  stated  upon  this  floor,  in  a  de- 
hate  which  occurred  here  last  session,  that  the  member 
who  held  the  seat  in  tbe  contested  election  from  North 
Csrolina  mij^ht  posubl^  give  tbe  caaliog  vote  for  Presi- 
dent, should  the  question  come  before  us.  In  voting  by 
States^  no  one  can  tell  what  the  result  would  have  been. 
If  one  of  the  gentlemen  named  had  been  successful,  and 
we  had  risen  and  denounced  him  as  a  usurper,  and  de- 
clared war  upon. him  in  advance,  because  he  was  a  mi- 
nority President,  what  astonishment  would  have  been  ex- 
pressed by  tbe  opposition!  What  lectures  would  have 
been  delivered  upon  conslitutiotul  law  and  obligation*! 
The  motto  would  then  have  been,  *' judge  him  by  hia 
acts."  But  now,  when  otir  candidate  is  fairly  elected  by 
the  independent  voters  of  the  Union,  he  is  a  uaufper, 
because  General  Jackson  was  for  him,  or  because  the 
oppcnition  do  not  like  "  the  manl" 

But  if  the  war  is  to  be  commenced  immediately,  under 
whose  banner  do  gentlemen  propose  to  fight?  Who  ia 
tbe  candidtte  of  the  several  parties  opposed  to  tbe  com- 
ing administration?  Is  it  judge  Mangum,  with  the 
eleven  votes  of  Sooth  Carolina  to  start  upon?  Who 
ever  thought  of  him  for  President,  until  that  State  voted 
for  him  the  other  day?  Is  it  Mr.  Webster,  with  the 
fourteen  votes  of  Hussachusetlsi  or  Judge  White,  with 
the  twenty-six  votes  of  Tennessee  and  Georgia?  Why, 
air,  I  mean  no  disrespect  to  either  of  these  gentlemen, 
but  really,  with  such  a  capital  as  either  of  them  baa,  wa 
should  say,  in  the  Western  phrase,  "  it  would  be  rather 
a  dull  chance!"  Shall  we  have  a  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  who  was  not  a  eandraale  in  the  late 
campaign^  We  have  beaten  bim  two  or  three  times  al- 
ready, and  we  can  do  it  again,  whenevjcr  bis  Triends 
chouse  to  bring  him  forwHrd.  Shall  we  have  the  hero  of 
Tippecanoe  upon  the  track  once  more?  The  worthy 
gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Clay  electoral 
ticket  of  Ohio  in  1834,  and  who,  three  years  ago,  in  a 
public  speech,  declared  that  the  surplus  revenue  ought 
to  be  applied  to  the  purchjise  uf  slavea  in  the  Southern 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  colonization*  He,  of  course, 
adopted  the  doctrines  of  the  great  "  American  aystemi" 
he  is  a  politician  of  that  achool.  lie  desires,  ton,  that 
the  taxes  levied  upon  the  South,  over  and  above  what 
are  needed  by  the  Government,  shall  be  expended  in 
buying  up  their  slaves;  or,  in  other  words,  he  would 
tax  them  to  obtain  money  to  pay  them  fur  their  own 
properly!    Will  (he  South  support  that  doctrine? 

What  are  the  opinions  and  sentiments  of  the  candidate, 
whoever  he  may  be,  upon  whom  all  the  Utile  parties  can 
unite?  Who  are  to  be  his  supporters'  They  are  the 
nullifiers  the  anti-masons,  the  abolitionists,  tbe  black- 
cockade  federalists,  and  their  regular  successors  who 
hold  tbe  same  principles;  and  the  honest  but  misguided 
democrats,  who  are  led  away  by  the  acta  and  professiona 
of  these  various  partie?.  What  a  crew  would  this  be  to 
put  on  board  the  old  vessel  of  state?  Suppose  (heir 
President  were  now  elected,  how  would  it  be  possible 
for  htm  to  sustain  himseU?  I  lake  it  for  granted  hia 
cabinet  would  be  made  up  of  distinguished  men,  taken 
from  the  different  fragmenu  of  his  party;  for,  to  be 
supported,  he  must  consult  the  wishes  of  his  friends  in 
the  selection  of  important  officers,  and  in  the  recommend- 
ation of  public  measures.  It  has  been  said  that  a  Presi- 
dent elected  by  this  House  would  have  been  brought  to 
terms  in  regard  to  public  policy.  True,  if  you  eou>d 
have  agreed  among  yourselvea  upon  what  the  terms 
should  be!  But  let  that  pass.  Imagine  you  seethe  new 
President,  at  the  *'  While  Mouse,"  preparing  to  send  in 
his  first  annual  mesBage  to  Congress,  with  his  cabinet 
araundbiaa.   The  mesmge  is  carefully  read  through. 
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and  nch  member  is  desired  to  give  hif  opinion  freely 
wiih  respect  to  it. 

The  first  one  who  speiks  is  b  thoroughgoini;  bankite, 
who  bclieTCS  the  Gavernment  cannot  manage  its  fiscal 
concerns  without  a  "  mammoth."  He  insists  that  there 
shall  be  a  positire  recommendation  of  a  national  bank, 
and  refutes  to  give  his  approbation  to  the  document  be* 
cause  there  is  no  lueh  ptfapvph  in  it.  This  brings  to 
his  feet  the  Southern  strict  eanalnictionlst,  who  drniet 
the  authority  of  Congress  to  legislate  on  the  subject, 
and  who  declares  his  utter  abhorrence  for  any  such  prop, 
ositiont  declaring,  furthermore,  that  it  will  breakdown 
the  administration  to  avow  this  sentiment.  The  nullifi- 
er  gives  his  opinion  that  (here  is  a  strong  inclination*  in 
two  or  three  placc^  towardi  '*  eentraliamt"  that  these 
passagea  must  be  altered,  and  a  few  remarks  added  on 
the  subject  of  **concurrent  nu^oritlea."  To  this  tlie 
federalist  strenuouriy  objects,  and  insists  tha*  tho  cen- 
trifugal force  is  much  the  more  powerful  in  our  repub- 
lic, the  great  danger  being  that  the  parta  will  fly  off 
from  the  common  centre. 

Next  cornea  the  anti-maxm,  who  ivys  the  inra.age  is  al- 
together defective.  "  You  must  give  us  a  liitle 
faw'fiim  in  it."  *'  Say  something  about  the  outrages 
eommitted  upon  the  person  of  Captain  William  Morgant 
and  give  them  a  touch  about  extra-judicial  oaths,  and 
secret  societies,  plotting  tbe  overthrow  of  ourlibertira." 
"  That  is  sll  very  well,"  says  the  aboliiionistt  "but  I 
shall  never  give  the  meMige  my  aanction,  unless  it  con- 
tains something  in  favor  of  '  human  rights,'  *  natural 
equalityt' and  'the  great  danger  of  national  judgmenta 
on  account  of  our  national  final' " 

What  would  the  Kxecutive  Chief  do  in  this  sUte  of 
perplexity^  Would  he  gratify  all?  What  a  pretty  piece  of 
patchwork!  What  a  digniRed,  elevated,  and  able  state 
paper  his  message  would  be!  Would  he  reject  a  pirt 
of  the  propositions  and  adopt  the  remainder/  Which 
individuala  would  he  follow  i  Who  would  be  the  favor* 
ites?  No  man  on  earth  can  tell  any  thing  about  it.  1^6 
people  saw  thrs;  they  perceived  titat  to  follow  the  oppo- 
sition was  like  taking  a  leap  in  tlie  dark — whilst,  in 
voting  for  Mr-  Van  Buren,  they  were  walking  in  the  light 
of  open  day.  They  knew  hia  principle,  and  could  fore- 
see the  policy  of  his  aclministrationt  and  they  very  wise- 
ly preferred  him  over  all  his  political  competitors. 

Against  whom  is  thia  )var  to  be  waged  with  auoh  fury  * 
It  is  against  the  demoeratio  party,  with  Martin  Van  Huren 
at  its  head.  Renllemen  may  aneer  at  this  if  they  choose) 
but  it  ia  so.  Men  may  call  themselves  what  titey  please, 
but  there  ia  one  infallible  mode,  and  one  only,  of  de- 
ciding to  what  parry  an  individual  belongs.  A  federal- 
ist may  call  himaelf  a  democrat,  and  a  democrat  may 
claim  to  be  a  federalial;  but  aak  for  his  principles,  fur 
bis  political  creed,  and  then  you  can  soon  determine  to 
what  party  he  is  really  attached.  Try  ua  by  this  rule, 
and  it  will  be  found  that  we  are  ibe  democratic  party, 
*'pBr  excellence,*' if  gentlemen  choose  to  apply  the 
term. 

In  thia  counliy,  Tlionaaa  Jefferson  ia  now  univenally 
acknowledged  to  have  been  (he  great  "apostle  of  democ- 
racy." Whatever  party  of  this  day  oumes  neareit  to 
hia  principles  is  the  democratic  party,  let  others  call 
themaelvea  what  they  may.  What  were  hb  principles? 
He  waa  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  So  arc 
we.  He  was  opposed  to  a  high  tariflTt  collecting  from 
the  people  large  sums  of  money  annoally,  which  are  not 
wanted  fur  any  of  the  legitimate  purposesof  the  Govern- 
ment. So  are  we.  He  was  against  the  construction  of 
works  of  internal  improvement,  under  the  authority  of 
the  General  Government,  checquering  the  whole  coun- 
try with  ruada  and  eanal^  made  by  the  fundsdrawn  from 
the  induatry  of  the  nation.  So  are  the  friendaof  the  prea- 
cUadminiatratioD.  He  belkved  that  Senators  and  Repre- 


sentalivea  were  bound  to  obey  the  inilraetioMof  tbtir 
constituentp,  or  to  resign  their  places  and  allovoihmtB 
take  them  who  would.  So  do  we.  Look  to  the  ni- 
drncea  exhibited  within  the  laat  few  years  uf  tbe  tnlh 
of  this  poaitioni  whilst  tbe  opposition  bavegenenlh<Gi- 
regarded  initruetioM^  and  boldly  retuoed  tbeirncc^ 
in  dcfianra  of  the  public  will. 

Upon  all  the  cardinal  points  and  doctrines  of  the  aU 
democratic  party  of  1800,  we  of  the  present  danisnt 
party  are  agreed.  There  is  a  unity  of  sentiment  inoef 
ui  in  regard  to  these  principlea,  which  prom  coneh- 
lively  ihat  we  are  tbe  democracy  of  the  country,  Tbe 
opposition  have  no  common  cre^;  but,  so f ir  u  genml 
principles  are  copcerncd,  we  find  thcia  coutuilj 
making  war  upon  theae  doctrines  in  praMiee. 

The  means  employed  in  this  war  will  be  arsilir  li 
those  always  employed  against  ttie  democratic  jnrtr, 
and  such  as  have  signalized  the  opposition  for  tome  ynn 
past.  They  arrogate  to  themselves  "  all  the  lil(nti''{if 
the  country,  particularly  in  both  Houses  of  CmignKi 
and  their  puffera  and  letter-writers  aid  themtonnkctliit 
impression  upon  the  public  mind.  Every  pRKainentnii 
upon  our  side  is  denounced  as  greatly  deficient  e'lther  li 
talenta  or  in  political  honesty;  ne  ta  either  knave  orbol 
"  Demsgt^ue*'  ta  the  common  appelUtion  applied (biH 
who  advocate  popular  rights  and  popular  doctrinea 

"  All  the  religion  and  morality"  are  claimed  to  be  do 
the  side  of  the  opposition;  and  it  is  evidenced  by  ihl 
portion  of  them  who  weep  and  wail  over  "  poor  Indiim" 
and  "  poor  negroea!"  The  •■decency,"  too,  lUbeloip 
to  them.  Witness  the  poetry  upon  *'  Duiky  SiUj,' 
published  against  Ur.  Jtffersont  the  coffin  budbiUiu^ 
culated  against  QenenU  Jaekaon,  and  the  riolnt  in 
abusive  harangues  and  publicatiooi  against  alouttiBikt 
prominent  men  of  our  party. 
-'  The  newspapere  on  our  side  are  universally  denounced 
as  unworthy  of  confidence,  whilst  their  own,  e»en  tbe 
most  abandoned  and  proBigate,  are  held  up  u  prodipei 
of  truth  and  patriotism.  And  laat,  though  not  kui, 
they  resort  to  various  aehenea  for  bu)[ing  up  the  pe^ 
with  their  own  money!  No  plan  will  ne  lef*  iwtrieo 
upon  this  subject.  A  distribution  of  land  or  or  its  pro- 
ceeds, a  deposite  or  distribution  law  to  be  psssed  lanu- 
ally,  or  any  other  plan  which  will  efl"ect  the  object,  viU 
be  resorted  to.  This  policy  leads  the  people,  when  ihe 
election  ia  spporoaching,  to  inquire,  "  which  «ndid»i! 
ia  in  fsvor  of  giving  us  money,"  or  "  who  will  get  lt« 
most  money  for  us?"  In  tbia  contest  about  ^""'J^^ 
ciple  will  be  overlooked;  and  we  shall  be  SonnwdiT 
the  moat  low,  grovelling,  and  mercenary  motives  ww 
ever  control  the  human  mind. 

The  North  and  the  South,  Ibe  East  anJ  the  WeiJ, 
have  been  invoked  to  join  in  Ibis  crusade  agiimtiu 
new  administration.  The  gentleman  from  South  Cin- 
lina  [Mr.  Pickbhs]  called  upon  the  South  to  eoiaetalK 
rescue,  and  confidently  predicted  that  IbssachuKt^ 
and  the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  Ohio,  would  n 
the  prostration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Sir,  the  gentlemw 
will  find  himself  in  a  like  condition  with  a  celebrtled 
character  in  English  history,  who  could  "  call  ip'"" 
from  the  vasty  deep;"  but,  unfortunately,  tbey  vouU 
not  come  when  he  called  them.  The  people  of  tbne 
Untied  States  are  a  just  people,  and  they  are  d»pMea 
to  bestow  upon  every  man  the  reward  which  hi*  conauci 
has  merited.  Tbey  will  not  condemn  a  public  mev 
until  he  haa  done  something  worthy  of  condeninsiton-  | 
know  that  politiciins  sometime*  act  otherwise-  "'J 
"  ill-wesved  ambition,"  which  prompts  men  to  ri*  »i» 
dangerous  experiments,  may  induce  a  public  5**^ 
demn  without  a  hearingt  but  private  citixeni  vm  W" 
before  they  strike. 

As  many  gentlemen  have  recently  ventured  ■»  propb- 
eey  In  regard  to  faturt  erenti^  [  will  fUlow  Uw 
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tmple*  I  hop«,  however,  to  be  more  Mcceisrul  than 
the  oppnsttion  hive  been  Tor  the  last  eight  or  ten  years. 
My  prea'ietion  it,  that  the  nextftdminiatration  will  pursue 
k  calm,  prudent,  and  wise  policy*  both  at  borne  and 
abroad)  that  it  will  bear  about  the  sanw  relation  to  Gen- 
eral Jaekioo'i  that  Mr.  Madison's  did  to  Mr.  Jeffenon'a 
•dminiairation,  with  tbe  exception  that  there  will  be  no 
national  bank  chartered.  And  if  Mr.  Van  Buren  should 
be  a  candidate  for  re-election,  be  wilt  get  all  the  States 
be  did  at  the  Ute  election,  and  the  votes  of  Geoi^la, 
Ohio,  Indians,  and  I  believe  Tenneitee,  in  addition.  The 
country  will  proceed  in  its  career  of  prosperity)  and  tbe 
close  of  his  adrninistration  will  see  him  one  of  the  most 
popular  Presidents  that  bu  ever  occupied  the  execu- 
tive chair  of  tbia  great  republic. 

With  regard  to  the  resolution  now  before  tbe  House  I 
have  but  little  to  say.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  thorough  ex- 
amination of  any  department  where  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  either  fraud,  corruption,  or  dishonesty  exists. 
Let  there  he  some  evidence  to  warrant  the  Houie  in 
adopting  the  resolution)  same  definite  charge,  some  dis- 
tinct statement,  to  warrant  the  procedure,  and  I  will  go 
as  far  as  any  gentleman  to  ferret  out  the  fraud,  and  drag 
tbe  culprits  to  light.  But  I  do  not  like  the  language  of 
the  original  resolution.  It  is  too  general,  too  sweeping 
in  its  phraseology.  It  includes  all  the  transactions  of  all 
men  with  the  deparlments,  whether  direct  or  indirect, 
official  or  unofficial.  The  contracts  and  dealings  of  eve- 
ry private  citizen,  who  has  ever  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
any  department  of  the  Government,  may  be  thus  subject- 
ed to  lae  inapectioii  of  a  committee  of  this  House.  It  is 
to  that  1  object. 

Still,  sir,  I  do  not  know  but  I  shall  vote  for  it  as  it  is  if 
1  cannut  get  it  altered.  I  have  not  heretofore  voted  for 
auch  propositions;  but,  after  all  that  has  been  said  by  the 
opposition,  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  President,  to  our- 
selves and  to  the  coming  administration,  that  we  should 
throw  open  the  door*,  and  let  these  gentlemen  examine 
for  the  eomiptioD  about  which  so  much  has  been  said. 
It  is  due  to  the  President,  whose  term  of  service  is  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  that  the  condition  of  the  departments  be 
made  known  to  the  country)  and,  if  fraud  be  found  there, 
that  the  innocent  should  be  justified  and  tbe  guilty  pun- 
iahed.  It  is  due  to  ourselves,  because  we  have  been  in- 
directly charged  with  a  desire  to  smother  and  conceal 
tbe  maleadminislration  of  public  affairs.  And  it  is  due  to 
the  President  elect  tlut  we  should  deliver  the  executive 
departments  into  bis  bands  thoroufrhly  purified  from  all 
iniquity,  so  as  to  mske  him  responnble  only  for  the  mis- 
deeds of  his  own  subordinates,  committed  whilst  he  is  in 
power.  For  these  reasons  I  stiall  vote  foraatriet  and 
general  scrutiny,  such  as  shall  be  sali^aetory  to  all  rea- 
sonable men,  of  every  political  parly. 

One  word,  Mr.  Spttker,  in  eoncluaioo,  with  reaped 
to  thia  kind  of  discusHon  in  which  we  are  now  engaged. 
No  one  dialikea  it  more  than  !  do.  What  I  have  aaid  has 
been  absolutely  provoked  by  the  course  which  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House  have  pursued.  I 
have  listened  1o  their  attacks  upon  the  administration 
and  upon  its  friends  for  a  long  time,  in  hopes  that  some 
onie  of  more  age  and  experience,  and  of  greater  ability, 
would  meet  these  ass&ulta,  and  repel  them  as  they  de- 
served. No  one  did  so,  and  I  considered  it  my  duty  to 
assume  the  position  I  have  taken.  I  am  aware  that  1 
have  subjected  myself  to  violent  attacks,  here  and  else- 
where. I  surveyed  tbe  whole  ground  before  I  com< 
nienced,  and  having  come  to  the  conclunon  that  it  was 
my  duly  to  take  the  field,  I  am  not  the  man  to  be  deter- 
red by  consequences.  - 

I  have  endeavored  throughout  tbe  discuision  to  con- 
fine mysell  within  tbe  rules  preseribed  by  parliamentary 
law.  J  have  av<Med  all  personalities  striking  at  masses 
of  men,  their  movements  and  principle!.   I'hese  I  con- 
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aider  fair  game.  If  I  have  done  injustice  to  any  individ  - 
ual,  I  shall  be  ready  to  make  such  explanations  as  the 
circumstances  may  require)  but  to  what  I  have  said  of 

Eartiea,  their  conduct  and  principles,  I  shall  firmly  ad' 
ere,  until  convinced  that  I  have  been  mistaken. 

FaiDAT,  Jahdabi  6. 
REPRINTING  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  GILLET,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  of. 
fered  a  resolution  for  the  reprinting  of  sundry  documents 
in  relation  to  the  reorganization  of  tbe  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  the  number  and  compensation  of  eustom-houae 
officera,  &&,  and  for  the  printing  of  certain  manuscript 
documents  thereto  appended. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  bad  any 
great  objection  to  reprinting  these  documents,  but  he 
would  like  to  hear  some  reason  given  by  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  why  they  should  be  re- 
printed. He  would  like  to  know  whether  the  documents 
were  large  or  small,  what  tbe  expense  would  be,  and 
whether  ai^  good  was  to  result  from  reprinting  tbem. 
Tbe  document  was  not  intended  for  circulation  among 
the  people,  but  merely  for  the  use  of  the  members  M 
the  House.  He  believed  it  was  not  customary  to  reprint 
documents  which  bad  been  already  published,  for  the  use 
of  the  memben. 

Mr.  GILLET  explained  that  the  documents  were  of 
inconsiderable  size,  and  that  his  object  was  to  collect  to- 
gether the  information  requinte  to  tbe  understanding  of 
the  particular  aubjects  to  which  the  documents  had  refer- 
ence, with  a  view  to  place  that  information  collectedly 
in  the  possession  of  members. 

As  to  the  expense,  he  bad  not  examined  the  question. 
He  felt  no  personal  solicitude  about  the  reprinting;  and 
bis  sole  object  had  been  to  lay  before  the  membeia,  in  a 
compact  form,  ibe  information  which  was  requisite  to 
'  their  action  on  the  subjects  embraced. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question;  that  was  to  say,  on  the  printing  of  so  much  of 
the  documents  as  now  remained  in  manuscriptj  so  far  he 
bad  no  objection;  but  the  other  portion  of  the  documents 
had  been  twice  printed  already,  and  the  question  pre- 
sented was  to  reprint  all  the  business  docurhents  on 
the  calendar,  which  had  not  been  acted  on  at  tbe  Isat 
session  of  Congress — whether  documents  were  to  be 
printed  a  third  time.  Thia  was  economy  with  a  ven< 
geancel  It  waa  a  species  of  reform  lo  which  he  hoped 
tbe  attention  of  every  member  would  be  turned. 

He  cared  nothing  for  any  amount  of  necessary  expend- 
ilure  in  printing)  that  he  was  at  all  times  willing  to  vole 
for.  The  charge  which  had  been  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Gillkt,]  against  the  gentle- 
man from  Masaachusctia,  [Hr.  Davis,]  could  not  he 
made  against  him,  (Hr.  W.,)  because  he  had  raised  hia 
voice  against  these  expenses,  and  tbe  House  bad  not  sus- 
tained him.  However  voluminous  the  documents  might 
be,  if  it  Was  actually  necessary  he  would  go  to  the  lull 
extent,  whatever  the  expense  might  be. 

Mr.  GILLKT  explained  that  these  documents  were 
not  to  be  reprinted  for  the  purpose  of  being  bound  up, 
but  merely  to  put  the  House  in  possession  of  information 
which  it  wu  indispensable  they  ^ould  have  befcirc  act- 
ing on  the  bills  to  which  the  documents  related.  He  re- 
minded the  member  from  Ohio  of  Ibe  vote  which  he 
[Mr.  Whittlksxt]  had  given  at  a  former  session,  iii 
favor  of  printing  a  very  useless  document,  which  served 
Ihe  purpose  only  of  wrapping  paper  formerchant^  8tc.; 
he  alluded  to  the  Post  Office  report. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  sakl  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  tbe  number  of  the  Post  OIHce  document  which  the 
House  had  ordered.  But  be  did  not  raise  bis  voice 
against  the  printing  of  tb^t  docum''nt,  because  he  thought 
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then,  and  lie  still  conlinurd  to  think,  that  that  dncument 
Btiould  be  diueminated  through  every  nook  and  corner 
of  the  United  Statrat  and  he  pledged  himBcir  that  if  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  would  now  bring  forward  i 
document  equally  important,  he  (Mr.  W.)  woitld  not 
atop  at  any  number  short  of  twenty  thuunnd.  That  doc- 
ument had  developed  one  of  the  most  stupendoua  frauda 
thit  hut  «rer  been  brougtit  to  light  under  any  Govern* 
ment  on  eartht  and  the  reports  of  the  maiorily  and  mi- 
nority of  that  committee  were  so  .c)Mentia1ly  alikr,  that 
the  best  friends  of  the  adminiatraiion  in  Ihia  Houfct  could 
no  longer  auiiain  the  P<ist  OfRce  Department. 

Hsd  the  gentleman  from  New  York  ever  read  that  re- 
port? Mr.  W.  apprehended  hehad  not,  or  he  [Mr.  Gillst] 
never  would  have  riaen  and  pronounced  the  document 
useleBB.  Waa  it  not  aliown  by  that  rrpnri  that  the  De> 
partment  wis  insolvent.'  And  had  nfit  ill  debts  to  be  paid 
oiit  of  the  public  Treasury?  What  waa  the  fact  now* 
NoiwithBlaiidinft  the  Department  at  that  time  waa  in 
ilebt  some  seven  or  eiglit  hundred  thousand  dollara, 
there  was  nnw  a  surplus  on  hand  of  some  two  or  three 
hundred  ttiuHwnd  dullsrs.  This  great  and  advantageous 
change  had  been  brought  about  under  the  present  ad- 
ministration of  the  Df  partmenti  but  it  had  been  achieved 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Post  Office  Committee,  with* 
out  whose  untiring  exertions  and  fidelity  tn  that  investi- 
gation the  Depsrtmenl  would  have  been  in  a  state  of 
the  most  deplorable  bankruptcy.  And  yet  su6h  a  docu- 
ment was  useless. 

Aft^r  a  few  explanatory  observations  from  Mr.  CON- 
NOK  and  Ur.  GILLET, 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  he  thought  this  was  a  mat- 
ter which  dill  not  require  much  speaking,  and  that  the 
question  had  better  be  decided  one  way  or  the  other. 
The  only  question  wa%  did  the  House  want  the  inTorma- 
tion  or  not?  If  they  thought  it  waa  worth  printing,  let 
them  have  it|  if  not,  let  it  pass.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce did  not  want  it  (  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Gillbt]  did  not  want  it.  But  he  (Mr.  S.)  would 
aay,  let  us  have  it,  if  the  unenlightened  gentlemen  of 
the  House  did  want  it. 

Mr.  D.  J.  TEARCE  spuke  in  favor  of  the  motion  to 
print,  and  said  that  the  rejection  of  it  would  not  he  extend- 
ing towards  the  Committee  on  Commerce  the  cuurteiy 
usually  manlfrsted  in  such  cases. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  ADAMS> 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  said  that, upon  the  ealeuUtion  that 
rvrry  five  hours  of  the  time  of  the  House  was  worth 
#3,000,  a  portion  of  time  had  been  expended  in  the  de- 
bate which  would  pay  the  expense  of  printing  these  docu- 
ments many  times  over.  He  was  under  the  necetritv, 
therefore,  of  invoking  the  aid  of  that  labor-nving  oui' 
chine,  the  previous  que«t>on. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  call. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

And  the  main  queatton,  in  part,  being  on  the  reprint- 
ing of  documents  other  than  those  in  mantiscript,  was 
tiikep,  and  lust. 

And  the  second  perlinn  of  the  main  question,  being 
on  the  printing  of  the  manuscript  document,  vaa  taken, 
and  decided  in. the  affirmative.  So  the  manuscript  docu- 
ment alone  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

R.  P.  LETCHER  AND  T.  P.  MOORE. 

Tlie  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  I*.  Letcher  and 
Thomas  P.  Moore  coming  up,  on  its  final  passage— 

Mr.  LANE  called  for  the  j  eas  and  nays  on  that  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 

of  ihe  Union. 

After  a  few  words  from  Hews.  HUNTSMAN  and 
LANK, 


Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  recommitment. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York, 

Mr.  ANTHONY  called  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HENCHBR  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  called  for  lhe  yeas  and  nays)  which  were  ordered; 
and,  being  taken,  were:  Yeas  35,  nays  157. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  loat. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  seconding  the  previ- 
ous question,  the  House  seconded  the  aame:  Yeas  83, 
nays  46. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  taking  the  main  qae» 
tiont  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

And  the  main  queation  waa  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  "shall  the  bill  paaa^  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  afRrmative:  Teas  135, 
nays  64,  aa  follows: 

Yiis— Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony, 
Aeh,  Badey,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bel),  Boc- 
kee,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brigga,  Brown,  Buchanan. 
Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon,  Carr,  Caaey.  Chaney, 
Chetwood,  J.  p.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland.  Craig, 
Cramer,  Cuahing,  Cushmsn.  Darlington,  Davis.  Dawson, 
Doubleday,  Efrter,  Elmore,  Fairfield,  Fowler,  Fry,  Gil< 
braith.  R.  Garland,  Gillet,  Granger,  Grantland,  Haley, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  S.  S.  Harrison,  A. 
O.  Harriaon,  IJAynes,  Henderson,  Hoar,  Holt,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 
ham, WtlKam  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson.  R.  M.  Jobnaoo, 
Henry  Johnson,  Beijamtn  Jones,  Kennon,  Ktlgorr,  I» 
porte,  Lawrence.  J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Levli^  I/ineoln,  A. 
Mann.  J.  Mann,  Martin,  H.  Mason,  May,  UcKennsn. 
McReon,  McRim,  Moore,  Morgan.  Muhlenberg,  Page, 
Patterson,  D.  J,  Pearce.  Pearson,  PettJgrew,  Phelpa, 
PliiHip*,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Joseph  Rejiv 
olfla,  Schenck,  Shields,  Sbinn,  Sickles,  Slade,  Sloane. 
Smith.  Spangler.  Sprague.  Storer,  Sutherland.  Taylor, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Waddy  Thompson,  Turriff, 
Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Washington,'  Webster,  W^etk^ 
White,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Ycll-125. 

Nats — Messrs.  Ashley,  Black,  Bond,  W.  B.  Calhoun. 
Campbell,  Carter,  G.  Chambers,  Chapman,  N.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Deberry.  Dromgoolr, 
Dunlap,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  French,  Fuller,  J. 
Garland,  Graham,  Graves,  Griffin.  J.  Hall,  H.  Hall,  Ua^ 
per,  Hsxeltioe,  Hiester.  Hopkins,  Howell.  Jarris.  C 
Johnson,  Linr,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Lore,  L.oyan.  Ly- 
on, Samson  Mason,  HcCarty,  HcLene,  Uitligan.  Mont- 
gomery, Owen*,  Parker,  Rencher,  Richardion,  Rnbert- 
son,  Roger*,  Rumell,  Seymour.  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H. 
Shrppera,  Standefer,  Steele,  Taliaferro,  Turner,  Un- 
derwood, Vinton,  Wardwell,  E.  Whittlesey.  L.  WilbaM, 
S.  William>-;«4. 

So  the  bill 'was  passed. 

WILfJAM  ANDERSON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
William  Anderson  coming  up — 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  UNDERWOOD,  YIN- 
TON,  PARKER,  BELL.  HUNTSMAN,  BRIGGS,  and 
CAVE  JOHNSON. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  said  that,  at  the  commencement  of 
this  discussion,  be  had  been  improperly  imprewed  with 
tlie  belief  that  the  Cherokee  Indians  and  tlie  United 
Statei  were  in  a  state  of  partial  war  at  the  time  the  loss 
was  sustained  fur  which  these  claimants  are  now  seikirf 
indemnity:  but,  upon  a  careful  cxaminatiun  of  the  history 
of  the  times,  and  the  cireuRistances  immediately  coo- 
neclcd  with  this  claim,  (said  be.)  I  find  thai,  at  that  pe- 
noi\,  a  atatcof  perfect  peace  existed  between  thai  tribe  of 
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Imlians  kitd  thit  country.  U  will  not,  thererore,  be  necet- 
iary  to  consider,  in  the  argument  which  1  now  propose  to 
■ubmtt,  whether  thia  Government  should  or  sliould  not 
indemnify  her  citizens  fur  depredations  committed  upon 
their  property  by  the  enemies  of  the  country,  when  in  « 
■ttte  of  ftetutl  war  with  another  Power.  The  Commit- 
on  Indian  Affairs^  by  which  this  bill  wai  reported,  atate, 
in  ita  acoompanying  report,  that  (his  claim  reata  upon  the 
aame  facta  and  circumstances,  or,  rather,  that  it  is  iden- 
tical in  point  of  proof,  with  the  claim  of  the  heira  of 
James  Drown,  which  was  allowed  at  a  former  session  of 
Conrreat.  I  shall,  therefore,  in  this  discussion,  refer  to 
the  faota  in  that  case,  ai  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  in  1833,  and  ahall  take  the  facta  ai  report- 
ed by  that  committee,  at  least,  at  prima  fade  true. 
These  claimants  allege  that  they  should  be  indemnified 
as  the  legal  repreaenistiTes  of  William  Anderson,  de- 
ceased, for  the  Ion  of  property  plundered  from  their 
ancestor,  James  Brown,  by  the  Cherokee  Indiana,  in 
1788.  It  will  be  recollected  by  every  one  that,  by  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  of  Elopewel(  concluded  in  1785,  that 
porUon  of  territory  which  now  oompoaea  a  conaiderable 
part  of  Middle  Tennessee  was  eeded  to  this  country  by 
the  Cherokees,  and  was  iiAmediately  thrown  open  for 
the  reception  and  occupation  of  our  citizens.  Among 
the  early  adventurers  who  manifested  a  diapoaition  to  es- 
tablish a  permanent  home  in  this  part  of  the  Western 
wilderneas  was  James  Brown,  the  ancestor  of  theae 
cbimsnts.  In  the  hU  of  1787,  be  and  hia  fmnWy,  carry- 
ing with  them  all  their  valuable  property,  arrived  on  the 
banka  of  the  Holaton,  more  than  two  hundred  miles  dis- 
unt,  by  land,  from  the  place  of  their  destination.  Be- 
lieving that  a  passage  down  the  Tenneasee  river  coutd 
be  more  easily  effected,  and  be,  at  the  same  time,  less 
perilous,  than  a  trip  acrosa  the  mountains,  early  in  the 
follovinr  Msy  (1788)  they  embarked,  with  a  conaidera- 
ble amount  of  property,  on  board  a  boat,  which  they 
had  prepared  in  the  mean  time,  and  descended  the  Ten- 
neasee river.  While  floating  down  thia  river,  after  they 
had  reached  the  limits  of  the  Indian  territory,  through 
which  they  bad  necessarily  to  pass,  by  an  act  of  the  ba- 
aest  perfidy,  under  the  diaguise  of  friendship,  they  were 
suddenly  aurrounded  by  upwards  of  seventy  Cherokee 
warriora.  Mr.  Brown  himself,  two  of  his  sons,  and  five 
boatmen,  *'tbe  only  adult  males  on  board  the  boat,** 
were  inalandy  alain,  Mrs.  Brown,  her  three  daughter^ 
and  two  minor  «ons,  made  captives,  and  their  properly 

filundered  and  carried  off  by  the  Indiana,  it  ia  for  the 
DBS  of  a  amall  portion  of  thia  property,  thus  violenlly 
seized,  that  one  of  these  captive  girls  who  afterwards  be- 
came Mrs.  Anderson,  and  her  orphan  children,  now  ask 
an  indemnity  from  the  Government.  Can  the  Govem- 
ment,  conuatently  with  iu  past  poti^,  ita  future  interest, 
and  the  justice  of  this  individual  appKeation,  allow  the 
■ought-for  indemnilyf  It  is,  in  the  first  place,  1  believe, 
admitted  that,  in  time  of  peace,  there  is  a  claim  on  eor 
Government  for  the  protection  of  the  person  and  prop- 
erty of  the  citixen,  and  for  apoliations  committed  by  any 
other  than  our  own  oitlsena.  But  it  ia  eontended,  in  ar- 
gument, that  we  have  not  sufliciently  ahovn  that  a  state 
of  peace  then  existed,  and  that  the  very  act  of  hostility 
of  which  we  complain  b  evidence  of  the  want  of  a  state 
of  actual  peace;  and  that  a  atate  of  peace  or  war  with  an 
Indian  tribe  can  only'be  determined  by  the  character  of 
the  acta  of  one  or  both  of  the  parliea!  I  infer,  howev- 
er, that  a  state  of  peace  existed  at  that  period,  from  the 
hiatory  of  the  time%  the  eotemporary  conduct  of  a  large 
community  of  our  oitiscm  who  resided  in  the  vicinity  of 
this  tribe  of  Indiana,  the  conduct  of  James  Brown  him- 
self, and  from  direct  and  unequivocal  dedarationa  of  the 
Congresa  of  the  United  States  contained  in  a  proclama- 
tion of  that  jrear  on  this  very  subject. 
Prior  to  hia  departure  from  tbe  Kttlement  on  the  Uol- 
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aton,  the  aneeator  of  the  petitioners  obtained  a  permit 
from  one  of  tbe  headmen  of  the  tribe  to  pass  on  hia  con- 
templated voyage  through  the  Indian  territory,  aceom- 
panied  with  every  assurance  of  protection  and  aafety. 
Tbe  community  in  which  be  had  reaided  from  the  fall  of 
1787  until  May,  1788,  were  on  terms  of  perfect  amity, 
and  indeed  had  been  from  the  treaty  of  Hopewell  up 
to  that  time.  And,  further,  this  treaty  of  Hopewell,  it 
should  not  be  forgotten,  contained  the  fallowing  remark- 
able provisions,  with  reffard  to  our  relationa  towarda  the 
Cherukees  in  artiaea  9  and  10,  to  wit:  That  '•  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Congren  aaaerobled  shall  have  the  exolu- 
aive  right  of  regulating  the  trade  with  tbe  Indian^ 
and  managing  all  their  affairs,  io  such  manner  aa  th^ 
think  properi"  and,  againt  '*  Until  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress be  made  known  reapecting  the  9ih  article,  all 
traders,  citizens  of  the  United  Statea,  shall  have  liberty 
to  go  to  any  of  the  tribes  or  towns  of  the  Cherokees,  to 
trade  with  them;  and  they  shall  be  protected  in  their 
persona  and  properly,  and  kindly  treated." 

No  other  intercourse  regulations  had  been  entered  in- 
to with  this  tribe  previous  to  1788,  and  none,  except 
one  or  two  of  a  very  partial  bearing,  up  to  the  general 
intercourse  law  of  1803,  which  baa  regulated  our  inter- 
course with  all  the  Indian  tribea  from  that  to  the  present 
time.  It  is  true  there  were  other  stipulations  in  the 
several  treaties  concluded,  reapec'ively,  at  Holslon  in 
1791,  at  Philadelpb'ia  in  1793  and  1794,  and  at  Telllco 
in  Getter,  1798,  but  none  of  a  general  nature  touching 
this  point.  There  ia  still  stronger  evidence  our 
peaceable  reLtiona  to  be  found  in  the  proclamation  of 
Congreas  to  which  I  have  already  alluded.  Thia  proc- 
lamation waa  iaaucd,  by  a  resolution  of  Congresa,  the  3d 
day  of  September,  17^,  in  four  or  five  months  after  the 
plunder  of  the  boat  md  murder  of  Brown  and  the  crew. 
This  proclamation,  a  comr  itf  which  I  now  bold  In  my 
hand,  recognisea  and  reaffirma  the  obngationa  and  bind- 
ing efficacy  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  without  the 
slightest  complunt  with  regard  to  any  breach  of  the 
treaty,  or  of  any  depredations  on  the  part  of  the  Indi- 
ans] in  which,  aUo,  they  threaten  heavy  penalties  against 
any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  should  dare 
to  infringe  any  of  the  articles  of  that  treaty.  It  is  evi- 
dent, from  the  language  of  this  proclamation,  that  Con- 
gress regarded  the  Cherokees  in  a  state  of  amity  at  that 
timet  and,  from  what  we  have  stated  "already,  it  is  equal- 
ly evident  that  our  citizens  who  resided  on  the  borders 
of  that  tribe  so  regarded  our  relations  at  the  aame  peri- 
od. Theae  considerationa  aeem  to  me  to  exclude  the 
idea  of  the  exiatence  of  a  atate  of  wkr  at  the  date  of  the 
loss  auatained  by  the  petitioners.  The  several  reports 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on  this  subject,  in 
summing  up  tbe  testimony  on  this  point,  fully  concur  in 
the  same  opinion.  *'  Thia  is  an  application,"  says  the 
able  chairman  of  this  committee,  "  to  be  pM  the  value 
of  property  taken  with  force  by  the  Cherokee  Indiana 
prior  to  the  enactment  of  laws  regulating  trade  and  in> 
tercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  in  time  of  peace 
between  tbe  Cherokees  and  the  United  SUtea."  Then 
the  act  of  which  we  eomplain  has  not  been  regarded 
by  the  committee,  and  I  think  cannot  be  looked  upon 
as  creating  a  state  of  partial  war,  or,  aa  some  of  tbe  gen- 
tlemen have  styled  it,  a  state  of  quau  war,  so  aa  to 
exclude  thia  claim  from  a  favorable  consideration  by 
Cungress,  under  the  eatabli^ed  policy  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment. 

If  thia  position  were  f»irrect,  you  eannot  conceive  of 
any  poaaible  caae  in  which  those  who  had  austained  an 
injury  in  time  of  peace  by  Indian  treachery  and  violence 
could  obtain  redreta  for  tbe  loss  and  outrage;  for  the 
obvious  answer  would  be  ever  ready,  that  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  indemnify  her  titizens  against  tbe  depre- 
dations of  an  enemy  committed  in  tine  m  war.  'J'tie  ept 
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of  hostility  compUlned  of  erettet  ft  itite  of  Indian  vsr, 
becBuse  Indinns  never  muke  foreMl  decltntlons  of  wtr, 
like  civilized  nationst  therefore  the  indemnity  in  thii 

EmieuUr  cue  cannot  be  aMuwed.  This  potition  cannot 
e  auittined  in  any  point  of  view.  Nor  is  it  emceived 
that  the  risk  and  hazard  which  Brown  encountered  by 
descendinip  the  river  throu^  the  Cherokee  eountrj  is 
aueh  ■  departure  from  a  eourae  of  due  propriety,  and 
ftoro  the  obvttHia  aenae  of  the  eineting  treaty  refpi)atfoa% 
•a  to  exclude  these  clainunta  from  relief.  His  object— 
the  settlement  of  the  newly  acquired  territory — was  law- 
ful, and  even  comroendabie.  He  had  obtained  a  permit 
from  the  nation  to  pasa  through  their  fronndi,  ind  the 
proof  IB,  that  bii  conduct  towards  the  Indians  waa  unex- 
ceptionable in  all  things.  This  is  altogether  unlike  the 
case  oft  trader,  whose  object  is  to  gain  by  traffic.  He 
■urely,  then,  had  not,  by  his  own  conduct,  put  his  per- 
son and  property  without  the  pale  of  the  protection  of 
hit  Government.  It  wiil  be  seen,  by  inspecting  the  sev- 
eral treaties  with  the  Chrrokeeab  that  no  provisions  vere 
made  in  any  of  them  to  satisfy  ^h  claims  at  the  pres- 
ent. But  in  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Teltico,  or, 
u  it  it  more  familiarly  called,  the  treaty  of  1798,  the 
uaoal  remedy  between  the  Indians  and  border  settlers, 
which  is  that  of  reprisal,  was  expressly  taken  away, 
leaving  the  party  ii)Jured  without  any  lummary  redress, 
and,  indeed,  without  an^  redress  at  all,  unless  this  Gov- 
ernment shall  interpoae  its  protection.  It  is  provided  in 
the  trticle  of  the  treaty  of  1798  Joat  quoted,  that  "all 
•nimoaitlea,  aggrcirionti  lhen%  and  plunderingt,"  prior 
to  the  date  of  the  first  conferencet  in  that  year,  "  shall 
eease,  and  be  no  longer  remembered  or  demanded  on 
either  side." — (Laws  of  the  United  States,  vol.  1,  p. 
334.)  By  this  treaty  stipulation,  even  the  privilege  to 
demand  their  rights  of  the  Cherokeea  waa  expreany  ta- 
ken away  from  our  citizens.  And,  much  more,  the  or- 
dinary remedy,  to  much  practiaed  on  the  Wratern  fron- 
tier, of  reptisal.  It  does  seem  to  me  most  clear  that  the 
Government,  by  this  act,  became  liable,  in  good  faith, 
to  satisfy  all  btma  Jlde  claims  of  private  citiaens  against 
the  Cberokees  that  existed  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1798, 
on  account  of  **  aggreasioni,  thcAr,  and  plunderings,  of 
that  nation." 

But  it  is  nrgued,  that  if  this  claim  should  be  allowed^ 
»  new  poliey  will  be  eatabllthed  and  introdaeed  into  our 
legislallon,  which  wiil  prove  in  the  end  onerous  to  the 
Government.  Thto  potition  Is  lo  far  from  being  correct, 
that,  if  this  claim  be-rejecleJ,  It  will  change  the  whole 
policy  of  this  Go^i^^i^pOritfi 'regard  lo  such  elaimii,  for 
the  last  ten  or  fineen  yea^.  I  do  not  pretend,  said  Mr. 
S.,  lo  have  that  profound  information  as  to  our  Indian 
relation^  or  u  to  precedent  generally,  as  many  honor- 
able geetlemen  who  have  addressed  the  House  on  this 
iuhject.  I  have  neither  had  the  experience  nor  the 
means  necessary  to  such  attainments.  But,  in  examin- 
ing the  psat  course  of  the  Oovernment,on  this  subject, 
I  find  the  aggregate  sum  of  twenty-one  thousand  and 
eighty-six  doTlara  appropriated,  bv  act  of  Conrrees  **  ap- 
proved 35th  March,  1830,**  at  full  eompentation  to  cer- 
tain individuals  named  In  laid  act,  for  horses  stolen  and 
property  destroyed  and  taken  by  the  Oiige  Indians  in 
the  years  1816, 1817, 1823.-CVol.  8,  Laws  of  U.  8.294.) 
And  again,  in  the  year  1833,  1  find  the  turn  of  nine 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollan  appropriated 
by  act  of  Congress  of  that  yesr,  to  be  paid  \a  the  legal 
repreaentativet  of  John  and  Jamet  Peltigrew,  for  depre- 
dations committed  on  the  private  properly  of  the  Petii- 
grevs,  while  navigating  the  Tennctiee  river  in  1794,  with 
niterett  upon  that  sum  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  from  the  date  of  the  lota  sustained,  unlit  the  same' 
should  be  paid — [Here  Mr.  Suixids  asked  the  favor  of 
the  Clerk  to  read  the  report  of  the  committee  In  the  caae 
Of  the  Pcttigrcwih  which  be  did]— and  which  Mr.  S.  laid 
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waa  similar,  in  all  its  material  circumtlances,  to  the  claim 
now  under  consideration.  The  loss  waa  sustained  by 
private  individuals  while  descending  the  TenneasM  riv- 
er, in  the  Cherokee  territory,  by  the  act  of  that  tribe 
of  Indians,  while  in  a  state  of  peace.  Mr.  8.  said,  1 
might  cite  many  other  caaes  in  point,  from  Misaoori  and 
elsewhere,  which  1  have  hefore  me,  bat  I  will  not  eeo- 
sume  the  time  of  the  House  by  reciting  them.  I  shall 
de^,  after  again  directing  the  attention  of  honorable 
members  to  the  case  of  the  heirs  of  Jamea  Brown,  of 
which  this  claim  is  a  dbunterpart,  a  duplicate,  which  n 
hot  Is  identic^  with  it  in  all  itt  drcumttaneea.  (Be 
here  aent  the  report  of  the  eommiitee  in  Brown's  case  le 
the  Clerk,  a  part  of  whieb  waa  then  read.]  f  vm  8Bilt> 
fied,  after  ihia  explanatien,  that  it  must  be  appertot  te 
all,  that  whatever  may  be  dtme  hereafter,  Cwgreaa  hsa 
repeatedly  heretofore  granted  relief  in  many  caaen  pre- 
cisely similar  to  the  one  made  out  in  this  applicationi  and, 
indeed,  that  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Government,  far 
a  number  of  years  past,  without  exception,  up  to  this 
time,  to  do  so.  I  cannot,  therefore,  aee  why  tbia  claim 
of  the  widow  and  orphana  of  William  Anderson  abonU 
be  made  an  exception  to  a  rule  so  well  eetablitbed.  Bet 
I  am  apprebentive  that  the  prospective  chime  from  Vlor- 
tda  msy  have  an  undue  weight  upon  the  minda  of  aonK, 
in  deciding  upon  this  claim.  8litl  I  hope  they  will  notj 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  consider  the  justice  of  those 
claims  when  they  aliall  have  been  preaented.  If,  bow- 
ever,  ihe  policy  «f  the  Govemmenr,  brretofiDre  poraoed 
with  regard  lo  the  Cherokee  depredationa  oomaUttcd 
prior  to  the  treaty  of  1798^  ahould  appear  to  be  obrim*- 
ly  unjust,  I  grant  it  ahould  be  abandoned.  Bat  1  caaoet 
see  how  any  one  can  come  to  this  concluaion,  so  aa  to 
make  thia  small  claim,  which  ia  perhaps  the  iMt  of  that 
class,  an  exception  to  a  rule  which  haa  ao  long  pre- 
vailed. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  in  reply  to  the  arguments  ia  favor 
of  the  bill,  tof  Mr.  Bxlx,  Mr.  Asblst,  and  Mr.  Sanu^} 
tald  that,  since  the  debate  of  yesterday,  he  bad  ex- 
amined this  caae,  and  was  satisfied  there  waa  no  found- 
ation in  principle  the  claim.  He  waa  aware  ef 
the  difficulty  of  ei^ging  the  attention  of  the  Hooae  te 
an  argument  dry  ana  uninteresting  in  itaelf,  more  es- 
pecially in  opposition  to  a  claim  of  so  trifling  an  amooat. 
In  addition  to  this,  he  waa  asking  the  House  to  revcfse 
its  own  decision  in  a  ease  identical  with  Ihis^  (the  bfll 
for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Brown,  passad  in  1^4  )  It 
wai  reported  in  1833,  and  sanctioned  bya  aeumd  re- 
port in  1834.  The  report  in  the  present  case,  made  at 
the  latt  session,  refers  to  that  case,  snd  relies  on  it  as  a 
precedent.  He  did  not  reccollect  whethw  the  caae  of 
Brown  underwent  a  discussion.  It  was  reported  and 
pasted  while  he  wai  engaged  elsewhere  on  another  com- 
mittee, and  waa  now  for  Ihe  first  time  brougfal  to  bis  no- 
tice; and  the  impfHianee  of  the  principlca  asaumed  wsa 
his  apology  for  addressing  the  Rouse,  and  constituted 
hit  only  claim  lo  their  attention. 

If  the  sggreation  complained  or  was  an  act  of  war,  the 
principle  assumed  would  extend  to  alt  a^^reanons  of 
the  enemy  in  time  of  war.  This  principle  haa  not  been 
adopted  by  any  Governnent.  Tlw  drci^ona  of  Co» 
gre!>8  have  been  uniform,  on  clahna  for  lucb  aggresmooa 
during  the  revolutionary  snd  late  wart.  If  a  distinction 
is  taken  in  favnr  of  Indian  aggresslona,  the  principle  w9l 
extend  lo  those  of  the  West  down  to  the  treaty  of  Green- 
ville (1795,)  to  those  of  the  Blsck  Hawk  war,  and  to 
those  committed  and  committing  by  Uie  Creeka  and 
Seminolea.  At  the  time  of  thtaaggrearion  (1788)  tbcic 
Wai  hot  little  ground  for  a  diatinction  between  Indiaa 
and  foreign  wars.  The  Indiana  were  then  regarded  aa 
foreign  and  independent  nationat  they  were  not  surroand- 
ed  by  our  aettlementa  nor  under  our  amtrol.  He  arouU 
refer  tbe  Hooae  to  the  report  of  the  ComiAtee  oo  \m- 
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dbn  Affvn»  iii  1834»  on  Ihe  cue  of  Alfred  Stewart.* 
IF  ibe  ^greuion  wu  to  be  taken  »■  coaimitled  in  tioie 
or  peace,  the  principle  usumed  would  extend  to  *{fgre«- 
iions  in  alt  time  befure  reco^niied  war.  Tt  would  be  an 
authority  for  the  allowance  «  the  clatnu  for  tbe  French 
■poliatiou  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  E.  aaid  he  ahould  meet  tlw  ebim  on  iti  atrongeat 
ground)  that,  for  the  purpose  of  the  argument,  he  would 
give  tbe  claim  tbe  benefit  of  the  admiuion  of  a  het  left 
doubtful  in  the  report — that  the  aggrenion  wai  commit- 
ted in  lime  of  peace,  and  waa  not  in  itself  an  act  of 
war.  1  will  here  remark  (continued  Mr.  E.)  that  tbe 
claim  ia  for  an  aggreasion  committed  nut  on  tlie  peraon 
but  on  the  property  of  the  claimant,  and  that  the  claim 
dcrivea  no  aid  from  the  hoatUe  character  of  Ihe  ag- 
greaaion. 

The  case,  then,  is  simply  this:  The  claimant,  in  1788, 
with  the  assent  of  Ihe  Cherokee  nation,  waa  passing 
down  the  Tennraaee  river,  within  tbe  Cherokee  country, 
with  hia  property,  not  for  the  purpoae  of  trade,  but  with 
the  aole  view  of  pataing  tlirougli  their  country,  to  make 
a  Mttlement  below  H.  when  bit  property  waa  forcibly 
taken  from  bim  by  tbe  Cherokeet{  and  for  the  properly 
ao  taken  he  claims  coropeniation.  On  what  principUf 
Upon  the  assumed  principle  that  tbe  Government  were 
bound  to  protect  ita  citizens  against  Indian  dep^edation^ 
committed  even  in  tbe  Cherokee  countryt  that  it  is 
bound  to  aeek  redreta  for  auch  depredationsi  that  it  hav- 
ing made  a  treihr  wilbout  aecoring  lucb  rcdIca^  or  hav- 
ing by  treaty  releaiwd  tbe  claim,  they  are  bound  to  in- 
demnify the  sufferers.  To  lay  a  foundation  even  for 
tbe  aiMimption  of  these  principles,  it  should  appear  that 
aome  ngbt,  aecured  to  tbe  cliumant  by  treaty,  had  been 
violated,  and  that  the  Government  had  in  fact  released  a 
Bubaistiog  claim  for  indemnity.  I  shall  endeavor  to  ithow 
that  the  aggression  was  not  in  violation  of  any  right  ae- 
cured to  itie  claimant  by  treaty  t  that  no  aubaisting  claim 
has  been  releawd;  and  that  the  Goremimot  are  not 
bound,  by  any  adopted  principle  of  right  or  policy,  to 
tnderaiiiFy  tbe  claimant. 

The  treaty  of  Hopewell,  of  1785,  was  tbe  first  treaty 
with  the  Cherokeea,  and  ritablisbed  our  first  relation  of 
peace  with  that  tribe.  By  the  9th  article  of  this  treaty 
we  secured  tbe  right  to  regulate  tbe  Indian  tradct  and 
the  lOtb  article  provides  that,  "until  the  pteaaureof 
Congress  be  known  respecting  tbe  9th  article,  all  tra- 
den,  cilizena  of  the  United  Statea,  shall  have  liberty  to 
go  to  any  of  tbe  tribes  or  towns  of  Ihe  Cherokeea,  to 
trade  with  them,  and  shall  be  protected  in  their  persons 
and  property,  and  kindly  treated."  The  5ih  article 
provides  that  if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  other 
penon,  not  being  an  Indian,  sbalt  attempt  to  Mttk  on 

*  BiAraet  from  tbe  report  in  tbe  case  of  Alfred  Stew- 
art: 

1'bat  tbe  petitioner,  as  heir,  claims  compensation 
for  five  negroes,  taken  in  1780,  in  a  hostile  manner,  by 
an  armed  band  of  Cherokee  Indians,  within  their  terri- 
tory, from  his  father,  Thomas  Stewart,  a  citizen  of 
North  Carotins,  while  removing  with  his  ftmily  to  Ten- 
neif«e. 

**Tbe  committee  find  tbe  facts  slated  to  be  true. 
Tliey  are,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  not 
entitled  to  relief.  The  injury  complained  of  »as,  in  it. 
self,  an  act  of  war,  committed  while  the  United  Slates 
were  at  war  with  the  Cherokees,  and  to  which  the  par- 
ty volunurily  subjected  himself  by  entering  the  territory 
of  a  hoatile  nation.  Though  tbe  acta  of  war  may  have 
been  oeeavonal  only,  yet,  until  relatiuM  of  peace  were 
established  by  the  Government,  the  hazard  must  rest  on 
those  who  urKlerlake  itt  io  much  ao  that  no  obligation  is 
imposed  on  the  Government  even  to  demand  redress, 
much  leas  to  indemnify  tbe  iufferen.'* 


their  hunting  grounds,  Stc,  such  person  shall  forfrittba 
protection  of  the  United  States.  No  rights  were  secured 
to  citizens  to  go  into  the  Cherokee  country  for  any 
purpose  ezeept  that  of  trading  with  the  Cherokeesj 
protection  was  secured  by  the  treaty  to  the  property  of 
traders  only.  Tbe  right  of  navigating  tbe  Tennessee 
river  waa  not  seeured  by  this  treaty,  aa  was  supposed  bjr 
the  gentleman  from  Tennaaee,  [Mr.  Bzll,]  but  by  the 
treaty  of  1791.  The  claimant  was  not  a  traderi  he  was 
not  passing  through  tbe  Cherokee  country  fur  that  pur- 
pose- At  that  day  the  Indian  tribes  were  treated  with 
as  foreign  nationat  and  it  is  aomewhat  singular  that  In 
this  treaty  there  is  a  provision  relating  to  retaliation  or 
reprisals,  in  case  of  a  violation  of  tbe  treaty:  **that  re- 
taliation shall  not  be  praellsed  on  either  side,  except 
where  there  is  a  manifest  violation  of  this  treaty,  and 
then  it  shall  be  preceded  first  by  a  demand  of  justicet 
snd,  if  refused,  then  by  a  declaration  of  bostilities." 

Persons  going  into  the  Cherokee  country  bad  no 
other  security  than  the  treaty.  In  every  other  respect 
they  submitted  themselves  to  such  usage  as  might  beftU 
them,  without  having  any  claim  to  call  en  tbe  Govern- 
ment to  aeek  redrew  for  any  injury  either  to  their  per- 
aons  or  properly.  The  Cherokees  may  have  violated 
tbelr  Mtb  pledged  to  Anderaon,  but  not  the  treaty.  It 
is  not  intended  to  aay  that  for  any  outrage  the  Govern- 
ment might  not,  if  it  choae,  demand  satishotion)  but 
that  an  individual  has  no  riftbt  to  demand  thtsof  Govern- 
ment, except  for  tbe  violation  a  right  aeeured  by 
treaty.  It  may  here  be  proper  to  refier  to  tbe  case  of 
Pettigrew  and  Scott.— (ReportofMarch^,  1833.)  The 
report  in  that  case  is  baaed  on  two  ftctSi  which  are 
wanting  in  this  ease:  that  tbe  aggression  waa  committed 
in  1794,  when  descending  the  Tennessee  river,  in  vio- 
lation of  a  right  secured  by  the  treaty  of  1791f  and  that 
the  treaty  of  1798  ceded  lands  in  aatiahction  of  that  ay- 
gression.  They  appear  to  have  inferred  the  last  Act 
rather  from  evidence  of  what  oeeurred  pending  the 
treaty  than  fnm  tbe  treaty  Itself. 

ft  will  be  remembered  that  the  aggression  was  in 
1788.  The  next  material  fact  is  that  war  immediately 
succeeded,  and  continued  until  1791.  Whatever  cfakima 
the  Government  might  have  had  against  the  Cherokees, 
even  for  violations  of  the  treaty,  were  merged  in  tbe 
war.  It  'n  tbe  remedy  sought  by  the  partiCB  fw  the  te- 
dreu  of  aH-injurfes.  Admit,  then,  fbrUie  sake  of  the  ar- 
gument, that  a  right  of  tbe  claunani,  secured  by  treaty, 
had  tieen  violated,  and  that  tbe  Government  were  bound 
to  serk  redresR,  tl^tct  of  Wmu  tbe  measure  by 
which  redress  waa'SOugbt—fheRTgnlBt  act  fo  which  a 
nation  can  resort.  And  whether  they  in  hiaX  obtahi  re- 
dress must  depend  on  tbe  bte  of  war.  But  no  Gofem- 
ment  goarantiea  tbe  result.  Its  duty  is,  by  all  reaeomd>le 
means  consent  with  the  best  interest  of  the  communi- 
ty, to  aeek  redress.  It  is  not,  however,  bound  to  con- 
tmue  a  war  until  redress  is  obtained.  The  higher  in> 
terest  of  the  country  must  control]  and  if  this  requiree 
that  a  peace  should  be  made  without  obtaining  redrei^ 
the  loss  must  be  submitted  to.  Tbe  Government  il 
bound  only  to  use  its  best  efforlst  these  failing,  the  dtl- 
zen  moit  submit  to  tbe  fate  of  war.  If,  however,  a 
satisfaction  be  obtained,  in  part  or  in  whole,  the  Gor- 
ernment  is  bound  to  distribute  it  among  the  cWmants. 
The  claimants  for  the  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800 
base  their  claims  on  the  allegation  that  their  righta  se- 
cured by  treaty  were  violated;  and  that  the  Government 
by  treaty,  have  released  those  claims,  in  consideration  of 
an  equivalent.  The  issue  it  made  on  tbe  equivalent}  bat 
if  tbe  principle  now  assumed  be  admitted,  this  imue  be- 
comes immaterial.  They  will  be  entitled  to  reficf. 
though  an  equivalent  waa  not  obtainedi  because  it  wae 
not  Stained. 

By  Ihe  treaty  of  Ilulston,  of  1791,  an  end  wu  put  to 
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the  war,  without  any  itipuhtion  for  wtUraetion  for  prior 
■IfgrentonB  on  property.  II  provide*  for  the  mulutl 
reatorttion  of  priwiicn  only.  1'hi*  applied  to  no  ■peciea 
of  property.  Tbe  Iremty  of  1785  pnmded  not  only  for 
the  restoniioa  of  priionen^  but  contained  the  further 
provwon;  **  They  ahall  alto  restore  all  the  nrKroea  and 
other  property  taken  during  (he  late  war."  The  treaty 
of  1791  waa  Mmply  a  treaty  of  peace,  not  of  indenmily. 
•*  There  shall  be  perpetual  prace  and  friendship  be- 
tween/* &c.  "  All  animoMtiea  for  paat  grirnncca  ahall 
hcDceforth  cease.**  The  cfTect  of  mc  act  of  peace  Haelf 
was  to  bury  all  paat  nnimdaitiet.  It  fbrcelosed  all  claim 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  or  ita  eitixena  for  past 
injuries;  all  right  ceaaed,  and  no  aabteqnent  treaty  could 
ancct  them,  unlesa  they  were  eipreaaly  recognised  or 
assumed. 

It  is  assnmed  in  the  report  that  the  treaty  of  1796  rc- 
Icaaed  these  eUiiU.  The  last  clauae  in  the  9th  article 
1^  that  **al|  ■■imosities,  sggresaion*,  thefts,  and  plun- 
dering*, prior  to  that  dav,  shall  cease,  and  be  no  longer 
remembered  or  demanded  on  either  ride."  The  as- 
eunption  suppose*  that,  notwithatanding  the  interven- 
tion of  the  war  and  the  treaty  of  1791,  the  pluoderinga 
of  1788  vere  existing  claims.  Independent,  however, 
«f  this,  the  treaty  of  1798  has  no  relation  to  these  clums, 
but  to  claims  subaequent  to  1791.  Difficulties  aroae  as 
to  the  execution  of  tbe  treaty  of  1791,  which  gave  occa- 
■Im  to  the  treaties  of  1794  and  1798.  Neither  of  these 
vere  treaties  of  peacTt  but  treaties  to  modify  and  carry 
into  effect  the  treaty  of  peace.  Tbe  treaty  of  Philadel- 
phia of  1794  (which  i  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  for 
another  purpose  hereafter)  increased  the  Cherokee  an- 
nuity from  $1,000  to  fj,000,  and  provided  "  that  for 
every  horse  which  ihall  be  atokn  from  the  white  Inbab- 
ilana  by  any  Cherokee  Indtam,  and  not  returned  within 
three  montha,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  shall  be  deducted 
fifom  the  said  annuities  of  five  thousand  dollars."  The 

{tartieular  object  of  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Tel- 
Ico  of  179H  was  to  releaae  alt  claima  for  horaes  stolen 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  tlie  m^otialions  in  that 
ymr,  and,  generally,  all  other  claima  then  existing,  prior 
to  that  datet  that  chlm  which  had  been  extinguished  by 
a  prior  war  and  treaty.   The  article  U  as  followi.- 

•■Abt.  9.  It  is  mutually  agreed  between  the  parties, 
that  horses  stolen,  and  not  returned  within  ninety  days, 
ahall  be  paid  for  at  tbe  rate  of  sixty  dollars  each;  tf  sto- 
.  len  by  a  white  man,  citisen  of  the  United  Slater,  the 
Indian  proprietor  ahall  be  paid  in  cadii  and  if  stolen  by 
an  Indian,  from  a  citizen,  to  be  deducted  a*  expressed 
In  the  foarth  arilele  of  tbe  treaty  of  Philadelphia.  This 
article  shall  have  retroapect  to  the  commencement  of 
tbe  ftrst  conferences  at  this  place  in  the  present  yesr, 
and  no  further)  and  all  animoaitirs,  aggreasions,  thefts, 
and  pluoderinga,  prior  to  that  day,  ahall  cease,  and  be 
no  longer  remembered  or  demanded  on  either  side." 

1  have  thus  endeavored  to  ahow  that  no  right  secured 
to  the  claimant  by  treaty  had  been  viobtcdi  that  the 
Government  was  not  bound  to  demand  satisfaction  for 
the  alleged  sggreanont  that  all  righta  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  it*  citizens  and  the  Cherokee*  were  mer* 
ged  in  tbe  war;  that  the  treaty  of  peace  uf  1791  put 
an  end  to  all  claim*  fur  prior  aggressions,  and  to  all 
claim*  of  our  citizens  on  tbe  Government  to  aeek  aat- 
iahetioni  and  that  the  treaty  of  1798  had  no  poati* 
ble  relation  or  effect  on  the  chim  before  us.  1  m'ght 
here  conrider  the  claim  as  diaposed  of.  But  it  ia 
due  to  the  report,  and  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  ad* 
voeated  tbia  claim,  that  I  should  notice  the  argument 
that  i*  founded-  on  what  is  said  to  be  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  to  make  compensation  for  Indian  depreda. 


a  right  to  aeek  redreaa  by  retaliation  or  rcprad.  tit 
Government,  however,  haa  recognsed  tUi  right.  Hi 
Government  can  submit  iu  peace  to  tbe  hassrdi  sf  Biek 
•  prindple. 

The  poliey  ef  a  Government  is  proapectivp,  not  rtln- 
spective.  A  policy  that  may  be  proper  in  18M  don  Mt 
require  its  applicatinn  to  bets  that  took  ]>l»ee  in  VtA. 
At  that  time  no  such  policy  was  thought  of.  TtwIndiH 
tribes  were  then  reeogniaed  only  as  Independent  num 
They  were  not  then  surrounded  by  the  vbitct;  ve  W 
no  hold  on  them  for  payment  for  depredations;  tbrj  bid 
fittle  or  no  personal  property.    It  was  only  *ben  te 
had  granted  annuitiea,  and  liad  the  power  of  reuiMf 
compensation,  that  we  adopted  the  policy,  not  of  ptyii( 
for  Indian  depredallona,  but  of  making  the  Ind'aai  pif 
for  them;  thus  binding  the  tribe  si  a  surely  for  the  ua 
of  individuala.    Hie  firat  suggeation  of  this  pnD«|>le  s 
found  in  tbe  treaty  of  Pbiladvlphla.   Thia  wis  the  iM 
treaty  that  aeeored  any  considerable  annuity  to  lalab* 
iribr,  and  eontaina  the  first  provis:on  for  «  dfdiKlin 
from  it  for  compensation  for  InOtan  depredation,  tppt 
cable,  however,  to  the  aingle  article  only  of  bone*  t* 
len.    The  first  intercourae  act  waa  p*s*ed  io  1790,  iIm 
second  in  1793;  neither  cmtaioed  any  prorinen  •*  Ita 
aubject;  but  the  act  that  followed  next  afiR  the  trolf 
of  1794,  viz:  io  1796,  adopted  tbe  preamble  of  ibtf  ir 
tiolTi  and  extended  it  to  all  Indian  depredttioni;  ud 
the  aame  article  baa  been  since  eontianed  to  )>'«' 
The  con*tniction  of  these  aeta  did  not  secure  u  cnii- 
ual  indennificationt  it  waa  limited  to  casn  of  dfpridi- 
tions  cooimitted  within  our  own  limit*^  by  Indiia  trie 
with  which  we  were  at  peace,  and  to  which  umito 
were  payable.   And  it  waa  net  until  lB34ttiit<helIii- 
ted  Statea  adopted  the  principlo  of  paying  for  wch  dtp- 
redation^  whether  annuUiea  were  payable  «  oo*:  ^ 
are  now  called  upon  to  apply  this  bt«-adoplcd  pnnci* 
to  a  transaction  of  1788.    It  gives  me  no  pleunretirt- 
sist  this  cbim.  The  hour  that  I  have  detuned  the  Hmt 
ia  of  more  value  than  the  aoiount.    We  hare  iMf 
paid  aooie  thousand*  of  dollars  on  the  principti  cliiM 
which  this  is  a  mere  remnant.    But,  rir,  wbca  wc  M 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  cluma  which  Must  fiiBe*  w 
allowaace  of  thia,  we  cannot  too  soon,  even  at  the  mi- 
aid  of  ineonaistcncy,  retrace  nur  stena  by  rejeetiic  « 
bill. 

Mr.  CRAIG  movcd  to  poalpone  the  billmti  tm 
next.  Loit. 

Some  furUier  debate  took  place,  betweea  HtM 
CRAIO,  HOAR,  WARDWELL,  BELL,  WILUW 
of  North  Carolina,  ASHLEY,  WHITTLESETrf  w;. 
THOMPSON  of  South  Carolina,  8H1FXDS,  sad  HA"- 
PER 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florids,  saM  it  was  not  hi  hfblt  J 
address  the  House  on  any  aubject  that  was 
connected  wiih  the  interealaof  his  immediste  on*"" 


enlfl,  and  he  should  not  consider  it  proper 
eaakin  to  go  out  of  his  wqr  for  the  pnrpeoB  of  "f"* 
thing  upon  a  private  claim,  with  the  merits  « 
waa  not  at  all  acquainted.  Tbe  honoratde  ^"^"^ 
Tennessee  (wid  he)  haa  shown  himself  ^^^^T^ 
to  vindicate  with  abiMy  the  ckima  of  hi*  w?*rL 
II  appears,  from  what  has  been  developed  i» '« 
•ion  of  the  bill  now  under  con«denHion,  tbst  im 
claim  for  property  dettro]  ed  by  the 
about  tbe  period  of  the  commencement  of  bo**"" 
iween  that  tribe  and  the  United  SUIcs-  R'PP^'^J.V 
that  one  of  the  parties  In  the  aame  boat  bu  '>«*V"rLj 
niRed  by  an  act  of  Congress  for  bis  propeHy  devr^j" 
by  the  ume  Indians  at  the  same  time;  )"* 
claim  of  considerable  magnitude  was  allowed  "^P-jf 
the  family  of  PeUigrew.  for  a  similar 


tions.    ItUalleged  tbat  thia  is  the  ebtablished  policy  of  ,   „.  - 

tbe  Government,  to  prevent  reUliatUm  aad  to  preserve  property,  under  circiimatsnces  in  all  rMpeeli  hte 
peace.  It  baa  been  almost  aawrted  tbat  individuals  have  I  which  la  tbe  lubjt  ct  of  (he  prcacnt  diKonwo. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1305 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1306 


Jam.  r,  issr.i 


John  WhiimaH. 


[H.  er  R. 


It  leeias  fVotn  the  course  of  this  debate,  thtt  this 
e1*lm  ti  now  rensted.  bectuie  it  is  tupposed  thkFit  will 
be  eoniidered  ts  t  precedent,  under  whicK  the  Florids 
roffisren  m».j  clkim  indemnification.  Sir,  I  rise  to  pro- 
teat  on  this  floor  against  any  pre-ad judication  of  that 
question,  which  involves  the  fortunes  and  happiness  of 
more  than  half  of  the  inhabitants  ofEut  Florida.  That 
question  is  too  {^rave  and  important  to  be  di<-posed  of  in 
tdTance*  upon  a  pettv  claim  of  three  hundred  dollars, 
in  the  diecinon  of  which  an  attempt  is  made  to  CBtabridi 
a  principle  KTerainfr  established  precedent^  to  be  used 
as  a  pretext  for  rejecting  the  claimi  the  people  of 
Florida,  when  they  shall  be  presented  for  dtscuiaion,  de- 
liberation, and  deeiainn.  Sir,  there  is  not  a  member  on 
Ihia  floor  who  has  so  little  respect  for  his  character  aa 
not  to  admit  that  if  we  are  forced  to  decide,  hy  aome  in- 
exorable precedent  or  established  principle,  against 
those  whose  property  haa  been  destroyed  in  Florida,  we 
•hall,  in  paying  that  homage  to  principle  and  precedent, 
do  an  act  at  which  justice  and  humanity  shudder. 

These  unoffrnding  inhabitania  were  living  in  peace 
and  quietude  in  a  Territory  under  the  protection  of  your 
laws,  in  possewon  of  lands  purchased  from  this  Govern- 
ment, and  remote  from  the  Indian  boundary  which  you 
youraelvei  had  established,  without  any  knowledge  of  a 

Kartieipation  in  the  causes  of  that  desolating  war  which 
aa  ravaged  the  largest  portion  of  East  Florida.  They 
are  the  innocent  Bufferers,  from  their  unfortunate  conti- 
guity to  the  theatre  of  operations,  where  you  have  at- 
tempted, in  the  execution  of  (he  aettled  policy  of  the 
Government,  to  acquire  Indian  lands,  without  afTording 
adequate  protection  upon  the  approach  of  a  war  result- 
ing from  this  poliey,  of  whieh  it  if  now  proved  that  this 
Government  was  admoniabed  and  notified.  It  would  ap< 
pear  to  me,  sir,  that  honorable  gentlemen,  who  hare 
any  just  sympathy  for  such  anprovoked  sufTerings,  or 
any  respect  for  the  righrs  of  their  fe]low.cilixens,  would 
search  for  precedent?.  If  such  be  necessary,  to  provide 
for  their  indemnification,  instead  of  aeeking  an  opportu- 
nity by  which  they  may  be  refused.  The  deep  mtereat 
of  a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  my  constituenis  in 
that  important  question,  wbicb  in  the  course  of  time 
must  come  up  for  decision,  has  induced  me  to  examine 
the  principles  upon  which  it  reatawith  profound  attention. 

I  undertake  to  say,  sir,  whenever  that  matter  comes 
up  for  the  consideration  of  this  House,  that,  if  there  is 
any  nich  usage  or  practice  aa  that  referred  to  by  three 
gentlemen  in  this  debate,  that  the  United  Statea  are  not 
responsible  for  losses  in  war,  I  hold  myaelf  ready  to 
maintain  that  that  uuge  and  practice  la  in  violation  of 
well-established  principles  of  the  law  of  nationfl,  and  of 
the  fundamental  institutions  of  society.  I  deny  its  sppli- 
cation  to  civilixed  nations,  either  upon  principle  or  uaage, 
and  I  deny  that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  this  Govern- 
HMnt.  I  admit  that  there  may  be  reasons  why  ciTilized 
nation^  upon  a  mere  qnettion  of  expediency  or  policy, 
might,  from  the  necesnty  of  the  case,  and  to  avoid  im> 
mense  sacrifices,  refuse  indemnification,  because  the  es- 
tablished maxims  of  civilized  warfare  do  not  justify  the 
destruction  of  private  property.  And  when  any  such 
destruction  occur*,  it  is  usually  the  act  of  some  lawless 
freebooter,  for  whom  the  nation  doea  not  coorider  ilaelf 
liable.  I  bold  ibe  true  principle  to  be,  that,  aa  individ< 
uala  have  associated  thenuelvea  in  communitirs,  surren- 
dering a  portion  of  their  natural  rights  to  the  Govern- 
ment, in  return  for  their  promised  protection,  every  na- 
tion is  bound  to  demand  redress  of  the  stressor  for  the 
destruction  of  private  property.  It  was  upon  this  prin- 
ciple that  we  did  it  against  Spain,  France,  and  Bnglandt 
and  it  was  upon  thtt  maxim  of  national  law  that  we  de- 
manded, and  Great  Britain  acquiesced  in  the  justiM  of 
the  denaod,  payment  for  slaves  deported  from  Uie  Uni- 
ted  Btatct  during  the  last  war. 


It  was  upon  thia  principle,  too,  that  an  agent  was  dc' 
spatohed,  under  a  special  act  of  Congreas,  to  the  borders 
of  Canada,  to  pay  for  the  properly  destroyed  in  the  late 
war. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Hr.  Ix)ti]  has  told 
the  House  that,  if  this  bill  passes,  and  that  which  he  an* 
ticipates  is  to  follow  for  the  suflTerers  of  Florida,  he  ahall 
come  forward  with  a  claim  for  all  the  losses  on  the  Niag- 
ara frontier.  Sir,  I  hold  myself  ready  to  ahow  that  this 
principles  already  cstablidied  by  your  own  legistation,- 
fb^  the  losses  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  will  cover  all  those 
which  have  occurred  in  Florida  by  thia  unprovoked  war 
on  thoM  who  are  its  victims.  If  I  am  not  greatly  deceiv- 
ed, payment  hss  been  made  to  every  individual  whoae 
property  was  deatroyed  because  it  was  in  the  military 
occupation  of  the  United  States.  This  was  done  on  Ibe 
ground  that,  by  the  rules  that  civilised  warbre  has  sano* 
tioned,  private  properly  of  the  border  inhabitants  would 
not  have  been  destroyed  but  for  that  military  occupation. 
Now,  sir,  apply  this  doctrine  tn  the  case  of  a  aavage  en* 
emy,  one  of  whose  maxims,  and,  it  may  be  said,  the  only 
prominent  rule  of  warfare,  is,  the  indiscriminate  deatruo- 
lion  of  property  aa  well  as  life.  I  deny  that  the  princt* 
pie  has  any  where  been  established,  or  that  it  ever  can 
be,  upon  any  sound  connderation  of  national  juatioe  or 
law,  that  the  inhabitania  whose  property  is  destroyed  by 
a  barbarian  enemy  are  not  entitled  to  demand  payment 
from  their  Government.  Where  is  it  to  be  foundr  The 
United  States,  I  admit,  have  generally  taken  the  lands 
of  the  Indians  by  conqueat  or  by  treaty,  afler  a  general 
pacification,  and  indemnified  the  inhabitants.  I  can  refer 
to  one  memorable  instance— that  of  1814,  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war  with  the  Creek  Indians.  It  is  not  my 
purpose  now  to  go  into  these  queattons.  I  have  been 
waiting  for  a  report  from  the  committee,  before  I  was  au- 
thorized by  the  rulea  of  this  House  to  say  any  thing  on 
the  subject  of  these  losses.  That  report,  I  hope,  will 
soon  be  made,  when  the  subject  will  undergo  a  thorougli 
examination,  due  to  its  intrinsic  importance,  and  to  a  suf- 
fering and  ruined  people.  I  only  rose  to  enter  my  pro- 
test, as  I  now  do,  againat  connecting  the  Florida  auner- 
ers  with  this  decision,  or  against  the  employment,  of  any 
such  precedent,  whatever  the  decision  may  be,  to  that 
ease.  Let  every  question  stand  on  its  own  meritsi  and 
if  the  people  of  Florida  are  to  be  sacrificed  in  a  savage 
and  bloody  war,  brought  on  by  the  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  without  adequate  pro- 
tection, let  it  be  done  by  the  usual  appearances  aod  for- 
malitiea  of  a  proper  eonridcration  of  the  treaUei^.lav^ 
and  usages,  which  are  applicable  to  their  condition. 

Before  any  queation  wu  taken  on  the  bill. 

The  House  adjourned. 

Satvedit,  Jiauaaz  7. 
The  honorable  Hr.  tiHowoir,  member  from  the  State 
of  M'ininippi,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  tf»k  his  feat. 

JOHN  WHITMAN. 

Among  the  reports  made  to-day, 

Mr.  S  TOKER,  from  the  Cummiitee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensiona,  made  an  unfavorable  one  on  the  petition  of 
John  Whitman,  of  Eaulbridge,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, for  a  pension  for  aervieea  performed  in  Ibe  revolu- 
tionary war. 

Hr.  3.  moved  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the 
aaid  committee,  with  instrueiiona  to  report  a  bill  grantii^ 
the  prayer  of  the  said  petition. 

Hr.  S.  said  he  had  but  a  few  words  lo  aay  in  support 
of  hia  motion.  The  petitioner  waa  a  man  of  the  age  of 
one  hundred  and  Iwo  year^  and  he  asked  a  penaion  u  a 
revolutionary  aoldier.  The  committee  had  refused  Ibe 
penaion  because  there  was  not  positive  evidence  lliat  the 
peUiioner  had  serred  Ax  months,  as  required  by  the  lair 
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of  1803.  Hehad  proved  five  montbi'aerrice,  and  bis  own 
•ffidavit  deposed  to  m  service  of  six  weeks  longer,  ma- 
king more  llisn  the  period  of  «z  iDonths.  He  bsd  re> 
ceived  a  commission  u  a  1iriiten»nt  from  the  Continentkl 
CongreM,  dated  Htreh  30, 1776|  and  he  wu  known  to  be 
■  man  of  unquestionable  veracity.  Under  tbete  cireuni- 
lUiiee^,  the  mifariiy  of  (he  commillee  thought  he  had 
cslablisbrd  bis  claim  to  a  pension.  Tbe  only  question 
was,  whether  the  one  raontli's  service  had  been  suffi- 
ciently proved*  Tbe  probability  waathat  noainilarcate 
would  sRain  be  brought  before  the  coMideratkm  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  BBED  was  underitnod,  ftoni  his  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  petitiooer,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  upright 
character  anil  unimpeachable  veracity  of  that  individual. 
*■  Hr.  HARPER  said  that,  afierlhe  manner  in  which  tbe 
petitioner  bsd  been  spoken  of,  he  felt  very  reluctant  to 
say  a  Binftle  word  in  opposition  to  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohin,  [Mr.  Sroaaa.]  But  it  involved  the 
very  serioui  question,  liow  far  a  man's  own  testimony 
could  be  made  a  justifiable  ground  on  which  to  grant  him 
a  pennon.  During  the  last  year  he  (Mr.  U.)  had  bad  a 
case  under  hia  uwn  charge  very  similar  to  the  present. 
The  petitioner  wu  not  quite  so  old,  but  he  was  nearly 
70  years  of  age.  He  (Mr.  H.)  had  gone  to  the  depart- 
ment 10  ascertain  whal  could  be  done  under  the  eircum- 
atancesi  and  he  was  (here  informed  that,  according  to 
tbe  existing  law,  it  was  impowble  to  accept  a  man's  own 
teatimony  as  the  baiis  m  giving  him  a  pension.  The 
Individuil  to  whom  he  alluded  had  gone  150  ndles,  and 
procured  testimony  as  to  his  services  for  a  portion  only 
of  the  requisite  period;  and  yet,  if  the  committee  bad 
acted  on  his  own  testimony,  they  could  have  proveil  that 
he  had  served  full  six  months.  The  application  was  te- 
jected.  Hv  (Mr.  H.)  would  not  aay  that  tite  petitioner 
might  not  have  been  Justly  entitled  to  the  pension,  but 
the  principle  on  which  tbe  petition  had  been  rejected  was, 
that  if  you  accept  a  man's  own  teatimony  in  one  case  it 
must  be  accepted  in  another.  This  was  a  danf^erous 
principle,  and  the  House  should  be  careful  how  it  gave 
sanction  to  it, 

Mr.  SrORER  said  that,  under  the  law  of  1802,  prob- 
ably one  half  of  all  the  applicants  for  pensions  applied 
for  them  on  their  own  affidavits,  and  the  law  itself  did  not 
define  the  nature  of  tbe  testimony  which  should  be  given. 
In  the  State  fnim  which  he  cane  there  was  no  tettimo* 
ny,  except  that  of  a  traditionary  character,  and  the  evi- 
dence of  a  very  few  persons  who  had  survived  up  to  this 
time.  These  were  cases,  therefore,  which  addressed 
themselves  to  the  sound  discretion  of  Congress.  Frauds 
might  take  pUce,  but  it  waa  in  the  exereiae  of  that  sound 
discretion  that  the  prevention  of  fiaudi  was  to  be  found. 

Hr.  GRANGER  said  he  regretted  that  tbe  gentleman 
from  Ohio  had  pressed  this  application  by  a  single  word 
beyond  tbe  simple  statement  of  the  fact  (bat  there  was 
now  existing  in  our  country  a  revolutionary  soldier,  he 
cared  not  how  short  the  term  of  service  had  been,  who 
was  more  than  100  years  of  age,  and  who  bad  asked  for 
a  pennon  at  the  hands  of  the  Government. 

Although  an  honorable  gentleman  over  tlie  way  [Hr. 
Kksd]  had,  in  his  boyhood,  known  the  petitioner,  he 
(Mr.  G.)  imagined  that  Uiere  were  very  few  within  that 
hall  who  bad  even  seen  a  man  so  far  advanced  in  years. 
The  case  was  one  in  which  the  petitioner  had  not  much 
time  to  lose.  It  waa  like  one  which  Mr.  G.  remembered 
to  have  beard  in  the  Lf-gi^Uture  of  ihe  State  which  he 
had  in  part  tbe  buiKW  to  represent,  where  it  was  urj;cd 
in  favor  of  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  benevolent  inaUtntion, 
that  the  individual  who  wi&hed  to  endow  it  WM  probably, 
at  that  very  ttinp,  on  his  deathbrdt  and  that,  unlets  the 
bill  was  speedily  paaaed,  (he  inbtilution  would  never  be 
endowed.  It  might  be  laid,  in  tbe  present  instance,  ih^t 
the  petitioner,  a  revolutionary  sddier,  had  proved  his 


services  within  one  month  of  the  time  which  wouJd  hsn 
entitled  liim  to  a  penrioni  and  that  the  Hmiie  «ii  frit, 
tering  away  the  few  brief  moments  which  the  audi  of 
life  had  yet  to  run,  in  debating  whether,  by  pnnting  bin 
this  pittance,  they  were  not  about  (o  eslibliib  t  oat 
dai^;wous  precedent  For  himsdf,  it  was  hit  nccn 
desire  that  there  mMit  be  other  rmlotiMnyadliai 
of  that  age  who  could  avail  Ihemaelveaof  tbispnctdo^ 
if  indeed  tbe  patriotism  of  tbe  House  shouU  befixni 
eqtul  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  said  that  he  thought  the  pnnl 
application  ahould  be  received  as  all  ain^r  ^ipfietliMi 
heretofore  had  been.  A  general  bill  bad  slrndjrhcH 
reported  from  the  committee,  providing  for  caieiinvtick 
(he  term  of  service  amounteid  only  to  three  montbiiul 
if  that  bill  should  pass,  the  petitioner  could  tike  tdni- 
lage  of  it.  He  wu  opposed,  therefore,  to  tbe  prmt 
motion. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  GauMi]U 
seemed  (o  think  that  this  individual  was  entitled  to  i|it»- 
«ion  merely  because  he  had  lived  a  bunded  ytsn.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  would  say  that  Ihe  petitioner  was  not  hiU  M 
much  entitled  to  a  pension  as  others  of  lesl^eibeclUR 
this  very  fact  proved  that  he,  a  strong  and  sble^xW 
man,  living  in  the  State  of  HassachuMtts  during ibtni- 
olutionary  war,  amidst  scenes  of  bloodslied,  dush^ 
and  plunder,  served  only  about  three  vontba  out  dI  kt- 
en  loi^  eventful  years  of  bis  country's  itni^ei,  lir. 
ve.  contended  that  the  very  fact  of  h'la  age  lok!  ttmi- 
ly  against  him.  He  was  willing  to  pvt  any  mu  i  pn- 
sion  who  bad  served  his  country  during  Ihe  wir,  em  if 
he  had  only  cried  "  huzza,"  and  done  as  nx^-  M 
when  a  man,  at  that  lime  only  forty-five  ye*n  of  ip, 
and  who  might  have  done  good  service  in  biicoiiirtiT) 
need,  had  given  her  only  three  nKmthi  of  bii  time,  be 
thought  it  was  not  a  case  about  which  their  ton  ihaild 
flow  or  their  hearts  be  broken.  There  was,  Dwreortr, 
scarcely  proof  that  he  had  aeved  three  inntbi-MVc^ 
proof  that  he  had  served  at  all.  He  wasa  nan  wbvfm 
directions  and  made  arrangements  for  other  bmii  lop 
to  battle,  but  who  staid  at  home  bimaelf. 

Mr.  UENCHER  said  there  was  much  good  kdk  a 
tbe  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Yotk,  [Hr- 
WiaowsLt.}  He  (Mr.  R.^  would  inquiie  of  tbe  gnnk- 
man  from  Ohio,  whether  tlw  petitioner  bad  awfitdiif 
good  reason  why,  during  the  whole  revohtiosar)'  vtf, 
he  had  only  served  three  months. 

Mr.  STORER  said  (he  gentleman  from  New  York  [*'■ 
WAXDwaLi.]  was  under  a  misapprehennon  ai  to  (Ik  >>w 
of  tbe  petitioner's  service.  He  had  served  more  tbu 
three  months.  He  was  of  a  very  respectable  ha^,i 
man  of  influence  in  the  part  of  the  country  in  wUdkt 
lived,  and  was,  at  the  time  referred  to,a  oeteessfik 
church.  He  had  done  more  in  recruitii^iBe(i>t»l* 
bringing  the  military  together,  than  any  otiier  mu  in 
aeetion.  Although  only  five  months  in  servicr,  lU  hi 
acts  show  him  to  nave  been  a  good  whigof  lhiidir;>M 
Hr.  S.  thought  that,  at  this  distant  penod,  it  wu 
oua  to  apeak  of  hts  age  in  the  manner  of  the  gealkaH 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Waaawiu.] 

Mr.  REED  corroborated  the  statement  of  Uiegentk- 

man  from  Ohio*  [Mr.  STOaan,]  in  relatioa  to  lliepeni*- 
al  influence  of  the  petitioner  in  the  scelioo  of 
in  which  he  resided,  andtotheexereiieof^tinflanKt 
during  the  revolutionary  war.  , 
Hr.  PEARCB,  of  Rhode  IsUnd.  said  bitknovW" 
what  was  now  before  the  House  was  derived  front" 
remarks  made  by  gentlemen  who  were  near  bin-  "  ^ 
pears  to  me  (said  be)  that  the  attempt  istabrirjriB< 
aged  gentleman  into  (he  ship's  cabin,  through  tbe  em 
windows]  be  is  eerUinly  old  cDmigh  to  perform  it  wtf 
one  voyage  as  a  foremast  hand.  If  I  tinderritsdw 
question  before  us,  it  is  this:  he  petitions  Ibr  8  ftt^ 
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and  the  Committee  on  Rerolutionarjr  Pensions  hsve  re- 

Eorted  Rjfamst  him.  Some  gentlemen  are  now  anxious  lo 
are  this  report  reversed,  and  to  allow  to  the  Tietitioner 
what  h^  claims.  I  hare  no  objection  to  his  haring  what 
he  claimi,  ir»  upon  a  ful)  investigation  of  it,  It  should  be 
thouffht  proper  to  chang^e  the  character  of  tb'u  report; 
bat  I  do  not  find  aoy  thing  in  the  question  pnventedthat 
■hould  lift  it  out  of  the  common  operation  of  the  rules 
of  the  Route. 

The  inTRriable  practice  of  the  House  has  been,  where 
ftn  unfavorable  report  has  beenlmade— a  report  thoagfht 
by  many  to  be  erroneous — to  refer  such  report  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  cause  it  to  be  entered 
upon  our  calendar  of  private  bills,  and,  when  arrived  at, 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoaie 
on  the  qnestion  raised. 

Why  should  we  here  in  the  House  dlaeass  the  merits 
of  a  report  just  made,  not  printed,  and  none  of  the  ac- 
companying docuTients  laid  before  us7  We  have  not 
the  means  of  jodginjf  correctly  of  its  merits,  for  we  have 
not  the  information  we  ought  to  have,  before  we  are 
flailed  upon  to  Tote.  Sir,  in  my  opiQioni  this  report 
ought  to  talEe  the  usual  eourae  t  and  if^ it  does,  the  fHenda 
of  the  petitioner  may  be  able  to  accomplish  all  they  can 
desire. 

Bat  my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  GBAiron]  would 
Inquire  into  nothing  but  the  age  of  the  man;  and,  as  he 
It  found  to  be  one  bunrded  years  old  and  upwards,  he 
if  satiafiea,  and  would  extend  hia  inqniriei  no  furlber. 
Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  come  to  this:  loi^vlty  la  to 
constitute  a  claim  for  a  pehaiom  and  the  man  who  hu 
lived  the  longest,  and  not  he  who  has  fought  the  hardest. 
Is  to  be  penwoned  by  the  Government.  This  old  man, 
whose  constitution  has  been  invigorated  by  the  salt  air 
of  Cape  Cod,  or  regions  round  about  there,  for  seventy 
or  eighty  years,  where  he  resided  th»t  length  of  time, 
and  who  afterwards  went  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  he 
mutt  have  been  retouched  the  wand  of  Hebe,  [Hr.  P. 
waa  under  the  erroneoua  impression  that  he  was  now  an 
inhabitant  of  Ohio,]  is  to  be  placed  upon  the  pension 
roll  solely  on  account  of  his  old  af^e,  and  is  to  continue 
a  pensioner,  no  mortal  man  can  tell  how  long.    He  has 

fussed  the  usual  time  of  dying,  and  it  now  at  likely  to 
ive  a  thousand  years  at  one  day. 

l^e  ^ntleman  fh>m  New  York  refers  to  the  action  of 
the  Legishture  of  that  State  to  aid  him  in  hit  argument. 
There  an  act  of  incorporation  waa  hurried  through  both 
branches,  to  enable  a  man  who  waa  in  extremit  to  give 
•way  his  property  to  some  institution,  religious,  perhaps, 
that  was  capable  of  receiving  it  before  be  died.  I  do 
not  see  the  bearing  of  the  case  cited;  but  If  what  has 
been  stated  be  in  all  reapeeta  true,  the  atatute  of  morl- 
main  ought,  if  it  ever  were  in  force  in  that  State,  to  be 
re-enacted. 

I  cannot,  outTjf  course,  and  in  violation  of  our  own 
fulea,  vote  to  pension  a  man  whose  claim  is  exclusively 
founded  upon  extreme  old  age.  Let  it  be  understood 
that  longevity  is  to  constitute  hereafter  a  claim  for  a  pen- 
sion, and  I  will,  if  [  should  be  a  member  of  the  next 
Congress,  (an  event,  perhaps,  not  very  probable,  more 
especially  if  f  should  not  be  a  candidate  for  re-eletfion,) 
present  to  you  pension  applieatioai  In  abnndaneei 
for  I  come  from  a  portion  of  the  eoontiy  the  most 
healthy  of  any  in  the  world,  and  where  tile  people  live 
almost  forever. 

Mr.  KKNCHER  moved  to  lay  the  reptirt  and  accom- 
panying documenta  on  the  tablet  wbicfa  motion  waa  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  STORETt  then  withdrew  hia  motion  to  recommit, 
with  instructionsi  knd 

Mr.  REED  moved  to  commit  the  report  and  docu- 
menta to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hooae. 

The  motion  prevailed  i  and  the  report  ind  docuncnta 
were  committed  accordingly. 


PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  waa  the 
resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  C.  Allah: 

"Beit  ntobed.  That  a  select  committee  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  State  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  inquire  into  the  juatice  and  expediency  of  making  to 
eagh  of  the  thirteen  original  American  States,  together 
with  each  of  the  Statea  of  Vermont,  Maine,  Kentucky, 
and  Tennessee,  such  grants  of  the  poblic  lands,  for  the 
purposes  of  education,  as  will  correspond  in  a  just  pro- 
portion with  those  heretofore  made  in  favor  of  tbe  first- 
named  States  and  Territories,  and  that  said  committee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  But  to  avoid 
the  objection  of  one  State  holding  land  In  another,  the 
opmmntee  ia  directed  to  imert  a  clause  In  the  bill  which 
tn^  may  rejmrt,  providing  that  the  grants  to  be  made 
thereby  shall  be  subject  to  sale  under  the  laws  of  the 
General  Government  now  in  force,  and  that  the  proceeds 
arising  therefrom  shall  be  paid  over  to  tbe  States  en- 
tilled  to  the  tame." 

To  which  rasohition  Mr.  Txiraox  heretofiire  offered 
the  following  amendment: 

"  Reu^ttd,  That  the  asid  inquiry  extend  to  all  the  Statea, 
and  that  the  aaid  committee  be  further  instructed  to  in- 
'quire  into  the  expediency  of  inserting  a  clause  in  aaid 
bill  to  pay  said  new  States  the  value  of  tbe  improvements 
made  by  them  on  the  public  lands,  or  to  pay  to  them 
the  amount  the  public  landa  would'  have  been  ataemed 
for  taxet,  if  tbey  had  been  private  property.** 

Mq»  JoBvtov,  of  Loui^ana,  heretofore  moved  to 
amend  the  reaolution  "  by  extending  Its  proridona  to  all 
the  Statet  of  the  Union." 

To  which  amendment  Mr.  Clubokhi,  of  MiaaiiBtppi, 
heretofore  offered  the  following  amendment; 

'*And  provided  that  no  such  grants  ahall  interfere 
with  or  be  located  upon  the  claim  or  Improvement  of 
any  actual  settler  on  the  public  landa." 

Mr.  LANE,  who  waaentitledto  the  floor,  having  risen 
to  address  the  House — 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  requested  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana to  yield  the  floor  for  a  moment,  to  enable  him  to 
offisr  a  modification  of  the  first  part  of  the  preamble 
thereto,  by  aubatituting  the  word  "  grants,"  for  **  do- 
nationa.*' 

Mr.  LANE  having  declined  yielding  the  floor,  the 
Speaker  said  tbe  modification  could  not  now  be  made. 

Mr.  L.  then  addressed  the  House  at  some  length  in 
opposition  to  the  resolution.  The  resolution  (he  ssid) 
proceeded  upon  the  supposition  that  nine  of  the  new 
States,  together  with  one  Territory,  had  received  up< 
ward!  of  eleven  mllliont  of  acres  of  tbe  public  lands  as  a 
donation.  This  proposition  was  either  true  or  it  was 
untrue.  If  it  was  true,  he  contended  it  was  unequsi  and 
unjust,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  new  States.  If  it  waa 
not  true,  it  was  an  insult  ofTered  to  those  nine  Stately 
and  the  suffering  and  bleeding  Territory  of  Florida,  aa 
well  aa  the  raembera  who  represent  those  States  m  thia 
floor.  The  reaotutlon  proposed  to  give  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  public  landa  to  the  aeventeen  old  Stalest  and 
this  was  unjust,  becaoae,  by  thia  propoaition,  the  land 
was  to  he  meted  out  to  the  old  States,  according  to  their 
population  at  the  present  timei  and,  when  the  new 
States  had  received  iheir  portion,  they  did  not  number 
one  third  their  present  population.  According  to  thia 
apportionment,  Maryland,  with  a  population  of  only  tualf 
a  million,  would  receive  more  of  these  lands  than  Indiana 
with  eMit  bandred  thooaand  cltisana,  and  more  than 
CHiio  with  a  million  and  a  half.  And  Kentucky,  with  • 
much  smaller  population,  would  receive  more  than  In- 
diana or  Ohio.  It  would  be  unjust  to  carry  this  resolu- 
tion into  effect,  because  tbe  landa  gmnted  to  the  new 
Stalei  were  not  only  reccircd  when  the  popahtioa  of 
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the  State*  wu  voM,  but  when  the  lindi  were  in  un- 
broken wilderneM,  when  there  were  no  rotdi,  no  millt. 
no  meeting-bouM%  no  school-bouMt,  tnd  were  only  tn- 
htbited  by  wiM  beaitt  Bad  the  rorinf  MtBgei.  But 
now,  when  >U  tbe  comrorti  of  nre  were  to  be  found  in 
the  Ticlnity  of  thoce  Unds,  the  old  States  were  to  come 
la  for  a  portion  of  iheiD,  equal  to  thoM  ^nted  to  the 
new  SUtea.  Who  railed  the  ralue  of  thoae  Unda>  Tboae 
who  remained  at  borne  in  eaa^*  comfort,  and  luxury,  or 
thoM  hardy  pioneera  who  went  into  tbe  wiMeroeaa,  tub- 
daed  tbe  aavage,  and  made  it  amile  and  bloMOB  u  the  roae  > 
Tbe  old  States,  by  thia  resolution,  were  to  come  in  for 
ft  dure  of  theae  landi,  when  they  were  not  only  easy  of 
ftecMi^  but  when  their  value  waa  raised  by  the  enterprise 
and  indiittry  of  the  cttixena  of  tbe  new  Btetea.  Tbia 
Mr.  L.  considered  unjuat.  _ 
Waa  it  true,  or  waa  it  untrue,  ibst  these  lands  wen 

Siren  to  the  new  States  as  a  donation^  He  always  un- 
cratood  that  a  donation  was  a  gift,  and  not  founded 
DpOB  any  eonsidcratioos  but  thoaa  of  kindred  or  afTec- 
lioD.  Every  tbinp  which  waa  founded  opon  eontracta, 
bowerer  trifling  the  conuderation,  was  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, and  was  equally  binding  on  tbe  parties,  re- 
prdlesa  of  tbe  amount  of  the  consideration.  Then,  waa 
the  propoa'tion  true,  that  the  new  Stales  received  theae 
landa  as  a  donation  f  He  proceeded,  then,  to  show  that 
tb^  h^  not  received  an  acre  of  laad,  exoept  by  a  con- 
tract founded  Upton  i  iona  jMe  oonslderation,  and  read 
citraets  from  tbe  ordinance  admittinfc  Ohio,  &e.  into  the 
Union,  in  support  of  hts  portion.  Mr.  L.  uid  that  by 
this  ordinance  it  would  be  seen  that  the  lands  ha4been 
received  by  the  new  Slates,  on  tbe  condition  that  they 
would  not  tax  tbe  public  lands  while  belonsinff  to  the 
Government,  and  for  five  years  after  their  satet  and  that 
tbe  Oovergmeot  should  retain  tbe  salt  apringa  and  all 
nineralB  found  thereon. 

Mr.  L.  had  not  concluded  hia  remarks  when,  the  hour 
baTing  elapaed,  Mr.  R.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  YELL,  by  consent,  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
above  resohiiltm,  in  order  that  tbe  same  might  be  print* 
•d. 

And,  00  motion  of  Mr.  Y.t  the  resolutiont  with  all  the 
pending  amendments,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  to- 
gether. 

MILITARY  TACTICS. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  it  was  with  extreme  reluc- 
tance that  be  intruded  himself  on  the  attention  of  tbe 
Honae  at  tbia  particular  time,  but  he  for  some  time  bad 
had  in  bta  possession  two  Important  resolntions,  which  he 
waa  anxious  to  offer,  and  which  would  not  create  any 

Jtresent  debate.  He  asked  that  they  be  read  for  the  in- 
ormation  of  tbe  House. 

Mr.  JARVIS  having  objected  to  tbe  reading  of  tbe 
mme, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  a  suspeasion  of  the  rule  for 
that  purpoaet  which  motion  prevailed. 

The  resdutions  were  then  read,  aa  follows: 

BmMt  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  Militia  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  causing  to  be 
published,  at  the  expense  of  the'Unitcd  States,  an  edi- 
tion of  the  work  of  General  Macomb  and  Major  Cooper, 
on  Taetica,  &c.,  uifRcient  to  furnish  each  commissioned 
militia  offcer  in  the  United  States  with  a  copy. 

Bnohed,  Hut  the  Comiriltee  on  MiliUiy  Affairs  be 
directed  to  hiqaire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  an  ex- 
amination  to  be  made,  by  a  board  of  officers  of  rank  and 
experience,  of  the  improvements  in  firearms  by  Cochran, 
Hall,  CoU,  and  Baron  Hacketa,  so  as  to  exhibit,  in  Ubu* 
lar  atstement^  the  advantagea  of  each  in  all  important 
military  points  of  view,  and,  especially, 

1,  Ceierily  of  Arc. 
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2.  Efficiency  of  fire. 

3.  Extent  of  recoil. 

4.  Simplicity  and  cheapness  of  coastmclion. 

5.  Durability. 

6.  Saving  in  ammunition  and  appendsges. 

7.  Inconvenience  from  heated  barrels  in  r«>id  itiag, 

8.  Number  of  chug  cs  wh'ieb  may  be  carried  by  an  ia- 
fuitry  soldier. 

9.  Advantages  when  used  against  a  charge  by  cMilry. 

10.  Advantaftea  when  used  by  cavalry. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  moved  a  suapenaioa  of  the 
rule  to  enable  him  to  offler  the  smd  retohiUons;  which 
motion  wm  rejected.   So  the  rule  was  not  auapcnded. 

STATE  OF  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  THOMAS  asked  the  general  cooaent  of  tbe 
House  to  take  up  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  then  lyingoa 
the  Speaker's  table,  entitled  '<  An  act  to  provide  for  tb% 
admia^on  of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Btatea.**  OlgccUoa 
being  made, 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  a  tuspeniion  of  the  rules 
for  the  purposri  which  waa  agreed  to:  Ayea  ll9yiMesS. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  and  aecond  tine. 

Mr.  THOMAS  aaid  be  was  instructed  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  tbe  Judiciary  to  move  thai  the  furthereooMderalion 
of  this  bill  be  postponed  until  Tuesday  next,  and  that  it  be 
made  the  qiecial  order  for  that  day,  and  CMdi  anceeed- 
ing  day  thereafter,  Fridays  and  Saturdaya  excepted, 
from  and  after  tbe  hour  of  one  o'clock,  until  diaposed  of. 

Mr.  T.  remarked  that  it  was  proper  be  ahould  lake 
that  occasion  to  say  that,  in  the  Judiciary  CcMnmittee, 
as  waa  doubtleas  the  case  in  that  House,  there  waa  a 
wide  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  mode  of  action  tbe 
House  itself  should  adopt,  in  diapoaing  of  tbia  bill,  wbea 
it  should  come  up  fur  consideration.  Mr.  T.  waa  about 
proceeding,  when 

The  CHAIR  interposed,  and  reminded  the  gentlemaa 
that  the  motion  was  not  debateable. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  that  the  bill  be  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  tbe  sUte  of  the  Uniot^ 
and  be  made  tbe  special  wder  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
next. 

Tbe  CHAIR  remarked  that  tbe  motion  to  postpone 
took  precedence. 

Mr.  JARVIS  inquired  whether,  if  the  bill  should  be 
committed,  it  would  be  competent  for  a  bare  majoriiy 
of  the  House  to  take  it  up  and  consider  it. 

Tbe  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  be  competent  fo 
the  Comnittcc  of  tbe  Wb<^  on  tbe  state  of  the  Unios\, 
when  in  committee,  to  take  it  upt  and  it  would  be  com- 
petent for  a  majority  of  the  Houae  to  go  Into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  upon  this  when  all  tbe  other  ordeia  on  tbe 
Speaker's  table  had  been  diaposed  of. 

Mr.  HARDIN  wiabed  to  make  a  tingle  remark.  The 
bill  involved  an  appropriation,  inasmuch  aa  it  provided 
that  Michigan  ahould  receive  her  portion  of  the  surplus 
money.  Now,  whether  tbe  bill  should  be  considered  by 
tbe  House  aa  embracing  an  appropriation  or  not,  Mr.  H. 
considered  it  virtually — 

The  CHAIR  aaid  he  was  compelled  to  arrest  d^ate. 
The  motion  to  make  the  bill  the  special  order,  thereby 
giving  it  precedence  over  all  other  business^  being  one 
of  priority,  could  not,  under  tbe  rules,  be  debated.  Re 
added  that  it  would  require  a  vote  of  two  thirda  to  carry 
the  motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  expressed  a  hope  that  that  motion  would 

prevail. 

The  question,  being  taken,  was  lott:  Ayes  99,  noes 

71 — not  two  thirds. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  BoBnTsox,  to  commti,  then  re- 
curring— 

Mr.  THOMAS  raie  and  laid  it  wu  hb  original  fw- 
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pose,  u  it  WM  then  hit  wish,  not  to  interpoie  between 
the  business  of  the  Houset  Rnd  he  therefore  mored  to 

SMipoae  the  ftirther  eoDuderation  of  tlut  bill  until  Tucft* 
lyoext. 

Thu  motion  look  preeedenoe  of  the  othen 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  wid  he  would  state,  in  a  few  wordi, 
the  g^roundi  upon  which  he  bul  mtde  the  motion  to 
commit.  It  wu  not  wiih  t  view  to  produce  «  protract' 
cd  debate,  but  becauK  it  appeared  to  hina  that  a  bill  of 
aucb  magnitude  aa  tbii,  providing  for  the  admission  of  a 
State  into  the  Union,  demanded  such  a  commitment  if 
any  bill  e? er  did.  It  bills  of  this  character  were  not  to 
be  eoBualtted  to  a  Committee  of  (he  Whole  on  the  itate 
of  the  Union,  he  eouM  imagine  no  bill  deaerving  to  be 
tnunmitted  to  that  committee. 

But  there  wmm  an  additional  reaaon.  The  bill,  though 
not  in  direct  terms,  did,  in  substance,  contain  a  provis- 
ion for  an  appropriation  of  public  moneyi  for  it  placed 
the  State  of  Uicbigan,  In  regard  to  the  distribution  of 
th«  wirpkia  trcas«K«  upon  toe  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  What  was  the  effect  of  that  provision? 
The  right  to  receive  a  targe  portion  of  the  public  mo. 
ney*  with  the  possibility  that  not  one  dollar  of  it  would 
ever  be  demanded  back  again;  thereby,  in  effect,  con- 
templating a  final  disposition  of  it.  Upon  that  ground, 
be  moved  that  the  bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
(he  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union. 

The  notion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  95, 
noes  not  counted. 

The  CHAIR,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  a  member* 
•aid  that  when  the  bill  came  up  on  Tuesday,  it  would  be 
open  to  all  the  other  motions  made  that  day. 

The  Hooia  then  passed  to  the  private  orders,  and 
took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  icpresentativet  of 

WILLIAM  ANDERSON. 

The  debate  wu  continued  by  Ueasrs.  SHIELDS,  EV* 
F.RETT,  and  WARD,  when 

Mr.  HOWELL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engrossedi  which  were  ordered,  and 
were;  Yeas  53,  nays  96.    So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Some  other  private  businem  vu  transaetedt  after 
which, 

Tbe  House  adjoarned. 

MOVBAT,  jABOiaX  9. 

FOREIGN  AUTHORS. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  said  he  was  deuroua  to  make 
the  general  inquiry,  whether  any  member  of  the  House 
was  charged  with  a  petition  from  the  authors  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  If  any 
gentleman  was  charged  with  such  a  petition,  be  (Mr. 
A.)  had  nothing  further  to  itate;  he  did  not  know  but 
that  tbe  cbairmsn  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
[Mr.  Caxbhliso]  had  such  a  petition  in  his  hands. 

Hr.  A.  explained  that  bis  reaaon  for  making  the  in- 
quiry waa,  that  be  had  received  a  letter  from  a  respecta- 
ble person  in  Eag^nd,  Hiss  Harriet  Hartineau,  enclo- 
■ing  a  printed  address  or  petition  from  certain  authors  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stalest  and 
although  the  request  was  very  distinct  that  be  would  fk- 
vur  the  object  of  the  petition,  yet  no  poai^ve  request 
was  made  that  he  would  present  it.  As  the  petition  was 
merely  a  printed  paper,  without  any  signature,  he  did 
not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  present  it,  if,  as  he  pre- 
sumed, there  waa  In  the  posMssion  of  any  other  mem* 
ber  of  the  House,  who  would  present  it,  a  petition  regu- 
larly signed. 

Mr.  CAUBKELENQ  said  be  had  no  such  paper  in  his 
poiseuion. 

And  as  it  did  not  appear  that  any  other  member  was 
charged  with  tbe  presentation  of  the  lame,  Mr.  ADAMS 
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said  he  would  wait  another  week  or  two;  and  if  a  formal 
petition  should  not  be  presented  by  that  time,  he  would 
present  the  one  which  had  been  forwarded  to  him. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  to  present  the  petition  of  one 
;  hundred  and  fifty  women,  whom  be  stated  to  he  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  his  immediate  constituents^  pr*y* 
ing  for  the  abolition  of  slaverjr  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; and  moved  that  the  petition  be  read. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  objected  to  its  reception. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that,  in  reference  to  the  receptloo 
of  the  petition,  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  any  obaer< 
vations  to  make,  except  that  he  considered  that  the 
obligation  rested  on  the  House  to  receive  this  petition, 
and  ne  felt  himself  bound  by  his  duty  to  present  it. 

Mr.  BOON  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He  would 
inquire  whether,  under  the  rule,  a  petition  could  be  de* 
bated  on  the  day  of  its  presentation. 

The  SPE.\KER  said  that,  under  a  decidon  made  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  which  bad  been  sanc- 
tioned by  a  large  majority  nf  the  House,  the  question  of 
"reception"  was  not  included  in  the  -iSth  rule,  and  Uiat 
therefore  it  was  debateable  at  the  time  the  petition  was 
presented. 

Hr.  ADAMS  siid  he  bad  not  expected  that  any  ob- 
jection would  have  been  made  to  the  reeeptioa  of  this 
petition,  inasmuch  as  one  petition  of  a  similar  character, 
presented  by  himself,  had  already  been  received.  At 
tbe  labt  seasion  of  Congress,  after  much  cooMderatloo 
and  debate,  it  had  been  decided,  as  formally  as  any  thing 
could  be,  that  petitions  of  this  description  diould  be 
receivedt  and  the  House  bad  made  a  special  order  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  they  should  be  treated  after 
they  bad  been  received.  He  conwdered  that  that  pre- 
cedent was  good,  at  least  so  ftr  as  that  the  petition 
should  be  received.  The  decision  of  the  House  at  tbe 
last  session  of  Congress  went  quite  far  enough  towards 
suppressing  the  right  of  petition  10  the  citizen,  and 

?[uile  far  enougV  towards  the  suppression  of  the 
reedom  of  apeech  in  this  House.  It  was  propo* 
sed  now  to  go  one  step  further:  the  motim  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Georgia  went  to  settle  the  qncstion, 
that  a  petition  so  Intetvatlng  and  important  as  the 
one  under  discussion  could  be  presented,  and  should 
not  he  received — a  proposition  directly  in  the  face  oS 
the  constitution  itself.  Now,  he  hoped  that  the  people 
of  this  country  wuuld  be  spared  the  mortification  and 
tbe  iijustice  and  the  wrong  which  would  be  infiicted 
upon  them  by  their  immediate  representatives,  by  a 
decision  that  such  peliiions  should  not  be  received* 
No  such  example  bad  been  given.  It  waa^  indeed,  true 
(hat  M  dlsGUSHOn,  all  freedom  of  speech,  all  freedom 
oftfae  press,  on  this  subject,  had,  within  the  last  twelve 
months,  been  violently  sssailedt  and  assailed,  too,  in 
every  form  in  which  the  liberties  of  tbe  people  could 
be  saaailed.  This  wu  tbe  truth.  He  bad  lamented  tbo 
decisions  and  determination  of  the  House  at  tbe  last 
session  of  Congress,  even  so  ftf  as  tbey  went.  He  eo9 
sidered  them  as  outrages  on  tite  constitution  of  tbe 
country  and  on  the  freedom  of  the  people.  The  pres> 
ent  proposition  proposed  to  go  one  step  ftirther.  He 
hoped  that  step  would  not  be  taken,  and  that  it  would 
not  receive  the  sanction  of  that  House.  It  was  always 
in  the  power  of  tbe  House  to  reject  petitions^  after 
they  hsd  been  conaideredt  and  tbe  House,  by  a  large 
and  overwhelming  majority,  had  given  evidence  enough 
to  the  rountry  tliat  they  had  nu  disposition  to  favor 
petitions  of  this  character}  that  tbey  were  ready,  too 
ready,  to  state  their  views  against  such  petitions,  and 
to  reject  the  prayer  uf  them.  Amongst  the  outrages 
(hat  would  be  endured  by  that  portion  of  the  people  of 
tbia  country  whose  aspirations  were  raised  to  Uw  peat* 
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est  ]inproTement  tbkt  could  pou^bly  be  effected  !n  the 
condition  of  the  human  race — (he  total  abolition  of  sla- 
very on  earth — that  of  ealuonny  was  one  of  the  moat 
glarin)^.  Their  pelitiona  were  not  only  to  be  treated 
with  contempt,  as  at  the  lart  seaaion  oFCongresik  but  the 
petitipnera  themaelvea  were  to  be  loaded  with  fbul  and 
infamoua  imputations,  pournl  upon  ■  clan  oreilisena  ai 
pure  and  as  virtuoua  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  section  of 
the  Union.  Sueh.  he  had  no  dnubt,  were  the  petUinn> 
era  whose  names  were  appended  to  the  present  peti* 
tion.  They  were  femalea.  To  men  animated  b^  that 
aentiment  which  doea  honor  to  human  nature,  this  fact 
alone,  In  hla  opinion,  wu  a  recommendatioQ  for  (he 
recaption  of  the  petition. 

He  had  aatd  ibat  the  petition  va^^ned  by  one  iiun- 
dred  and  filly  females,  the  wivea  and  dkughtera  of  his 
iipmediate  conatituenti.  They  were,  many  of  them, 
aisteraand  mothers  of  hia  constttuenti.  Every  member 
of  the  House  (said  Mr.  A.)  has,  or  had,  a  mothert  and 
be  appealed  to  the  feelinga  of  every  member  to-aay 
whether,  in  the  nhole  claai  of  human  affectioM,  there 
waa  one  sentiment  more  honorable,  or  more  divMted  of 
earthly  alloy,  than  that  which  every  mfen  muat  entertain 
for  his  mother.  Let  him  put  a  case,.«nd  auppoae  that 
the  own  mother  of  any  member  of  the  House  was  one 
of  the  petitioners.  He  (Mr.  A.)  would  aak  that  mem- 
ber whether  he  would  reject  and  turn  the  petition  out 
of  doors,  and  aay  that  he  would  not  even  hear  it  read } 
The  petition  was  perfectly  reapeetful  in  Ita  terma  and 
language;  it  eonslvted  of  noUiing  more  Uiau  four  or  five 
lines,  which  could  be  read  in  half  a  minute.  What! 
(said  Mr.  A.,)  do  I  speak  to  men?  and  do  they  aay  Uiat 
they  will  not  even  listen  to  a  petition  coming  from  auch 
a  source'  What  had  he,  or  thia  House,  to  fear  from 
female  petitioners?  Were  inaurreclion,  and  bloodHhed, 
and  ilaugbter,  to  be  apprehended  from  the  petition  of 
women?  There  waa  no  tuch  dispositioni  there  was 
nothing  of  an  inflammatonr  character  or  tendency  con- 
tained in  the  petition  ilaelf.  He  hoped  that  the  gentle- 
man who  had  objected  to  ita  reception  would  withdraw 
bis  objection.  He  hoped  so,  for  the  salce  of  that  gen- 
tleman's character  aa  a  mant  for  the  aalce  of  his  charac- 
ter as  a  Bont  and  he  hoped  that  no  aenseless  or  cowardly 
influence  would  deter  that  gentleman  from  doing  jnitice 
to  these  femalei,  so  far  aa  to  allow  the  petition  to  be  re- 
ceived without  objection. 

Hr.  GLASCOCK  said  it  was  well  known  what  posi- 
tion be  had  taken  on  this  question  during  the  last 
•esuon  of  Congrent  and  if,  on  the  present  occasion,  he 
were  to  accede  to  the  propoaition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Hasaaehusetta,  which,  however,  he  had  no  disposition  to 
do,  it  would  be  inconsistent  with,  and  an  entire  aban- 
donment of,  the  principle  which,  at  that  time,  he  and 
thoM  acting  with  bim  had  assumed,  tn  refereitce  to 
tbe  female  petitioners,  to  whom  tbe  gentleman  bad  so 
eloquently  alluded,  be  would  say  that  no  man  would 
show  or  pay  higher  regard  to  a  petition  coming  from 
auch  a  quarter,  on  a  proper  subject,  than  he  (Mr.  O.) 
would  show.  But,  from  the  course  pursued,  and  tbe 
flcenea  presented  at  tbe  last  aeasion,  and  from  indications 
at  the  preaent,  it  wia  time  that  all  those  members  of 
tbe  House,  who  believed  they  had  the  constitutional 
right  to  reject  these  petitions,  should  now  exercise  that 
privilege  which  they  conceived  to  be  secured  to  them 
by  the  constitution,  and  to  have  their  votes  secorded 
against  petitions  of  this  character. 

If  this  were  a  new  subject,  upon  which  the  sense  of 
thia  Bouae  had  never  been  taken,  and  a  petition,  emana- 
ting from  such  a  source,  had  been  presented,  be  would 
have  responded  to  it  aa  promptly  as  any  member  on  the 
floor.  But  did  not  the  gentleman  from  UasaachuEetta 
know  that,  even  if  the  petition  had  been  received,  it  • 
would,  by  tbe  almoit  uaanttDoua  rote  of  the  Huuae,* 


without  being  read,  and  without  ictton  of  any  kind  be- 
ing had  upon  it,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  where,  m  the 
gcnilemto  himself  bad  once  aatd,  tl  would  deep  "inllw 
tomb  of  all  the  Capulela?**  It  waa  indeed  true  tte  the 
petition  had  emanated  from  wives,  and  motberii  ud 
daughlersi  but  he  must  say  thst  he  doubted  tctj  m<icb 
whether  all  petitions  of  this  nature  were  not  preKnted 
for  effect  of  some  kind  or  other,  and  that  thrse  ftmla 
were  improperly  influenced  by  men  in  the  comnumtf 
in  which  they  resided.  The  gentleman  had  laid  thil 
those  who  had  mother*  and  daughter!  oaght  to  pi; 
some  regard  to  this  petition,  otheririae  it  voutd  be  Is 
treat  them,  aa  it  were,  with  disrespect.  Ifhe  (Mr.G.) 
were  situated  as  wai  the  gentleman  from  Ussttchoietu, 
bad  seen  the  many  votes  which  had  been  Uken  od  thii 
aubject,  and  been  a  witness  to  the  exciicnMnl  vlwli 
had  been  produced  by  means  of  nmtlir  applicttiw^ 
his  (Mr.  G'c)  language  to  a  mother  and  a  dujlitet 
would  have  been  very  difTerent  from  the  laapiiie  ef 
that  gentleman.  He  (Hr.  O.)  would  have  told  ibn 
that  tbeir  petition  might  be  just  and  right,  aecordiif  it 
the  views  of  those  by  whom  they  were  immediite);  sur- 
rounded, yet  that  tbey  ought  not  to  raise  their  Toica  it 
this  timet  >hat  their  petitions  were  creating  an  excitfiseol 
which  ought  to  be  put  down,  and  be  would  idTue  tbce 
to  pause  in  their  course.  Did  tbe  gentlemsn  inm  H» 
■aebuaetti,  in  appearing  to  the  feeSngs  of  tbe  How. 
suppose  that  tbe  people  of  the  South  were  not  ainsch 
entitled  to  sympathy  as  those  who  were  lew  delicstttf 
placed?  In  the  mind  of  any  reflecting  man, could ur 
good  reeult  from  the  reception  of  these  petilioaif  Thty 
were  not  to  be  acted  upon,  and  no  good  could  wA 
from  their  presentation,  though  evil  might. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachuaetta  bad  thought  propet 
to  advise  him,  (Mr.  Q.,)  for  the  aake  oFhis  chaneterH 
a  man,  to  withdraw  hia  objection.  Were  he  Id  do  w, 
be  would  prove  recreant  not  only  to  bia  own  fediap. 
but  to  the  feelings  of  thousandi  who  sent  him  bcK,ud 
whose  intereata  be  represented.  His  only  object  w, 
that  those  who  agreed  with  him  that  the  petition  ibaHi 
not  be  received  might  have  an  opportunity  of  retorii«( 
their  votea,  and  of  showing  what  their  eoaiaevu  la  bt. 
He  irisbed  to  have  a  vote  on  tbe  direct  qacittoa, "  Sw 
the  petition  be  received^'  so  that  thoaewho  belief 
they  had  the  conatitutional  right  to  reject  iimi(bl,^ 
their  vote,  record  that  opinion  on  tbe  jounab  o[  IK 
House.  ,, 

Hr.  I'ABKS  said  that,  believing  this  discuimn  eoBU 
be  productive  of  no  good,  but  might  be  productive 
evil,  he  would  move  that  the  preliminary  motioaM  Ibt 
reception  of  the  petition  be  laid  on  the  table. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  Hr.  GLASCOCK, 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  that  tbe  effect  of  tbU  iDotni^ 
carried,  would  be  aimply  to  arreat  tbe  action  vJm 
House  on  the  petition,  and  not  to  lay  tbe  petttiositKU 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  HEED  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayi  on  tbit  t"' 
tiont  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  vert:  lo* 
130,  na)i69. 

So  the  preliminary  motion  waa  bid  on  the  table. 

Hr.  ADAMS  said  that,  if  he  had  undentoud  thedco- 
sion  of  the  Speaker  In  this  case,  it  was  not  the  petite 
itself  which  was  laid  on  tbe  table,  but  the  moiioo  to  re- 
ceive. Now,  in  order  to  save  the  lime  of  Ihe  Howf.  n* 
wiahed  to  give  notice  that  he  should  call  up  that  not^u 
for  decision  every  day,  so  long  as  he  should  he perawH" 
to  do  so  by  the  House;  because  be  should  nut  conMwr 
his  duty  aeeompliahed  so  long  as  tbe  petition  wu  lot 
ceived,  and  ao  long  as  tbe  House  had  not  decided  iw  » 
would  not  receive  it.  This  was  an  operation  lo  t»i« 
he  could  not  consent. 

Mr.  FINCKNEV  rose  to  a  queattoo  of  order,  wd  ifl- 
quired  if  there  was  now  any  qucsiioD  before  tbe  Hunt- 
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The  SPEAKER  Mid  he  tud  understood  the  rentle- 
imn  fVom  Mimehaselta  h  merely  giving  notice  of  a  no- 
tion hereafter  to  be  made.  In  doing  ao,  it  certainly  wia 
not  in  order  to  enter  into  debate. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that,  so  long  as  freedom  of  speech 
vaa  allowed  to  him  as  a  member  of  that  House,  he 
would  call  up  that  question  until  it  ahould  be  decided. 

[Mr.  Abaks  waa  called  to  order.} 

Mr.  A.  Mid  he  would  then  hare  the  honor  of  preaent- 
ing  to  the  House  the  petition  of  S38  women,  the  wires 
•nd  daughten  of  bis  immediate  eonstituentst  andt  as  a 
part  of  the  speech  which  he  intended  to  makei  he  would 
tilte  (he  liberty  of  reading  the  petition.  It  was  not 
long,  and  would  not  consume  much  time. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  pe* 
tition, 

Mr.  ADAMS  proceeded  to  read  that  the  petitioners, 
inhabilanta  of  South  Weymouth,  in  the  State  of  HaMa> 
ohuBett^  impressed  with  *'the  ainfulnen  of  tlarery,  and 
keenly  aggnered  by  its  ezistenca  fai  •  part  of  our  conn- 
try  orer  which  Congress" — 

Mr.  PINCKNET  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  Had 
the  gentleman  from  Haisacbuaetts  a  right,  under  the 
mlr,  to  read  the  petition  F 

Hie  SPEAKER  Hid  the  gentleman  from  MasMchu- 
Belts  had  a  right  to  make  a  statement  of  the  contents  of 
the  petition. 

Mr.  PINCKNET  desired  the  decision  of  the  Speaker 
as  to  whether  a  gentlenMin  had  a  right  to  read  a  petition. 

Mr.  ADAMS  Mid  he  was  reading  the  petition  as  a 
pni-t  of  his  speeoh,  and  he  took  this  to  be  one  of  the 
privilegea  of  a  member  of  the  House.  It  waa  a  privi- 
lege which  be  would  exercise  till  he  should  be  deprived 
of  it  by  some  positive  act. 

The  SPEAKER  repeated  that  tKe  gentleman  from 
MasHcbuselts  hid  a  right  to.  mike  a  brief  statement  of 
the  contents  of  the  petition.  It  was  not  for  the  Speaker 
to  decide  whether  that  brief  statement  should  be  made 
in  the  gentleman's  own  language,  or  whether  he  should 
look  orer  the  petition,  and  take  hia  statement  fnm  that. 

Mr.  ADAiMS.  At  the  time  my  friend  from  Sooth  Ct- 
olina — 

The  SPEAKER  Hid  the  gentleman  muat  proceed  to 
alate  (he  contents  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  ADAMS.    I  am  doing  so,  sir. 

The  SPEAKER.    Not  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ADAMS.    I  waa  at  this  pdntof  thepetition: 

**  Keenly  aggrieved  by  its  exiatenee  in  a  part  of  our 
country  over  which  Congren  ponessea  exclusive  juris- 
diction  in  all  eases  whatever" — 

Loud  cries  of    Order!  order!" 

Mr.  A.  proceeded: 

**Do  most  earnestly  petition  your  honmble  body*'— 
Mr.  CHAMBBRSt  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  ■  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  I 

*'  Immediately  to  aborisb  davery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia"— 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  reiterated  bis  call  to  order,  and 
the  Speaker  told  Mr.  Adaxs  to  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded,  (with  great  rapidity  of  enuncia- 
tion and  in  a  very  loud  tone  of  voice:) 

*<  And  to  declare  every  human  being  free  who  seta 
foot  upon  Its  soil." 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  insisted  on  his  point  of  order,  and 
the  Speaker  Sftain,  with  great  eamestneu  of  manner, 
told  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  take  his  seat. 

Whereupon  Mr.  A.  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  then  sUted  his  point  of  order.  The 
rule  of  the  House  provided  that  even  member,  on  pre- 
•enting  a  petition,  should  state  briefly  the  substance  of 
It.  Could  that  rule  be  evaded  by  any  gentleman  who 
chose  to  avow  that  be  would  read  the  petition  as  a  part 


of  his  speech?  He  would  be  the  laat  man  in  the  world 
to  disturb  any  gentleman  in  hia  remarka,  but  he  thought 
this  Course  entirely  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  read  the  rule  of  the  House  applicable 
to  the  question.    It  is  as  follows: 

**  Rule  45. — Petitions,  memorials,  and  other  pspera 
addressed  to  the  House,  shall  be  presented  by  the 
Speaker,  or  by  a  member  In  his  placet  ■>  brief  statement 
or  the  contents  thereof  shall  verbally  be  made  by  (be  In- 
troducer, and  ahall  not  be  debated  or  decided  on  the  day 
of  ttteir  being  first  read,  unteu  where  the  House  shall 
direct  otherwise,  but  shall  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken 
up  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  read." 

The  SPJ&AKER  nid  he  would  give  Vis  decision  if  it 
should  be  inristed  Sn\  but  he  thought  much  time  might 
he  nved  by  not  preuing  a  decision  at  this  time,  because 
he  understood  that  the  gentleOMn  from  Hasnchnaetts 
had  gone  through  the  greater  part  of  the  contents  of  the 
petition.  ■ 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  that  bis  objection  wss  as  to  the 
principle,  whether  a  member  had  a  right  to  read  a  peti- 
tion as  a  part  of  hia  speech.  He  insisted,  respectful^, 
on  having  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  Hid  that  he  deeided,  then,  that  It 
was  not  in  order  for  a  member  to  read  a  petition,  wheth- 
er if  waa  long  or  short.  By  the  provision  of  the  rule, 
whstever  petition  a  member  miglit  present,  he  waa 
bound  to  make,  verbally,  **  a  brief  statement  of  the  con- 
tenta."  Tt  would  be  an  abuse  of  the  intent  of  the  rule 
for  a  member  to  riae  before  a  petition  waa  received,  and 
when  ita  reception  was  objected  to,  and  proceed  to  read 
a  long  memonal.  So  far  as  the  principle  wu  concerned, 
it  waa  the  nme  in  (be  case  of  a  short  memorial  asa  long 
one;  otherwise  the  rale,  which  looked  to  economy  in  the 
time  of  the  House,  would  be  a  nullity. 

Mr.  ADAMS  nid  (hat,  as  be  intended  to  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair,  he  would  request  the  member 
from  Kentucky  to  reduce  his  point  of  order  to  writing, 
and  he  would  likewise  request  the  Speaker  to  reduce , 
hia  deeinon  to  writing.  He  appealed  from  any  decision  ' 
which  went  to  establiah  the  principle  that  a  member  of 
the  House  should  not  have  the  power  to  read  whit  he 
chose.  He  had  never  before  beard  of  such  a  thing.  If 
this  practice  was  to  be  reversed,  let  the  decision  stand 
upon  record,  and  let  it  appear  how  entirely  (he  freedom 
or  speech  was  suppressed  in  (his  House.  If  the  reading 
of  a  pape^  waa  to  be  auppressed  in  his  own  person,  so 
help  him  •God,  he  would  only  consent  to  It  as  a  matter 
of  record. 

The  SPEAKER  repeated  the  grounds  of  his  decision, 
and.  In  support  of  it,  read  from  JeflTeraon's  Uanuil  a 
clause  setting  forth,  in  substance,  "that  a  member  had 
no  ri^t  to  read  a  paper;  but  that  such  rigor  waa  not 
practised  except  there  waa  an  intentional  or  gron  abuse 
of  (be  time  of  the  House.  Strictly,  also,  by  that  rule,  a 
member  could  read  his  own  speech,  if  written,"  &c. 
The  Speaker  said  his  decision  was  founded  mainly  on 
the  -ISth  rule  of  the  House,  which  required  that  a  '*  brief 
statement  of  (he  conlents"  should  alone  be  made.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  it  was  an  invasion  of  this  rule  to  per^ 
mit  a  member,  as  matter  of  right,  to  read  any  paper  be 
cbose  to  present,  sa  a  part  of  that  brief  statement. 

Mr.  PATTON  rose  to  exprem  his  concui^ence  in  the 
decision  of  the  Speaker.  He  thought,  however,  it  would 
have  been  better  not  to  have  raised  the  question  In  this 
form,  because,  substantially,  the  gentleman  from  Maasa* 
chusAts  would  effect  his  object  when  he  made  bis  speech 
on  the  question  of  "reception;"  a  question  which  (he 
House  had  decided  to  be  debateable.  He  thought  it 
WQold  be  better  not  to  consume  the  time  of  (he  House 
ih  the  discuHion,  and  be  hoped  the  gentleiran  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  CauBUia]  would  withdraw  b4  objection, 
and  not  appeal  frcm  the  decision  of  the  Cbair. 
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Mr.  CHAMBERS  nid  lb«t,  if  be  hftd  the  power  to  kp- 
peal)  he  did  not  intend  to  cxercite  it.  But  the  gvntle- 
mn  from  Viryinia  [Hr.  Patto>]  wsimiiUkcn  u  tu  the 
prtetieal  cfliect  of  the  queition  whieh  he  (Mr.  C.)  h*d 
niwd.  A  member  could  not  do  by  a  lidewind  that 
which  he  had  not  the  power  lo  do  directly.  There  waa 
no  member  of  (he  Houae  whom  he  would  indulge  to 
much  on  a  lubject  u  the  gentleman  from  Manaehuaettsj 
but  be  (Hr.  C.)  thought  there  waa  an  important  princi- 
pW  involved,  which  ought  to  be  decided.  The  Houae 
nut  either  give  a  man  the  right  to  read  every  thing  he 
Vkti,  or  tbejr  muat  reatrlct  him  in  every  inatance.  He 
could  not  withdraw  hia  objection. 

The  point  of  order  was  debated  further  by  Meun. 
BBIGG9,  HABPBB,  CHAMBERS*  and  ADAMS,  the 
ktlcr  gentlenan  contending  that,  inumueb  at  the  whole 

Eetition  was  in  flte  lines,  be  could  not  bimsetf  gire  vcr* 
ally  a  more  "  brief  statement  of  the  content^'  than  the 
petition  itself  gave. 

The  SPEAKER  presented,  in  writing,  the  substance 
of  his  decision,  that  it  wss  not  in  order  for  a  member  to 
read  the  whole  petition  if  objected  tn,  but  that  he  had 
fmly  the  right  to  make  **  a  brief  atatemeot  of  the  con* 
tsnta  thereof." 

Ur.  ADAMS  said  he  proposed  to  withdraw  biaappeal. 
In  order  to  save  the  time  of  the  Hoaae,  if  the  geDUtmn 
IW»  Kentucky  would  pemit  him  to  complete  his  *■  brief 
itatement  of  the  contenta"  of  Ibe  petition.  It  was,  in- 
deed, so  brief,  that  to  read  the  petition  in  ita  own  lan- 
guage was  the  briefest  statement  that  could  be  made. 

Mr.  A.  then  read  from  the  petition  that  the  petitioners 
"re^icethilly  announced  their  inleaitoii  to  present  the 
Nme  pcttlHM  yearly  before  thia  honorable  body,  that  it 
might  at  lean  be  a  memotial  in  the  holy  cause  tn  human 
freedom,  that  they  bsd  done  what  tbry  could." 

These  words  were  read  amidst  tumultuous  cries  for 
order  from  every  part  of  the  House.  And  order  having 
at  length  been  reatored, 

Mr.  ADAMS  withdrew  his  appeal. 
The  question  then  recurred  on  the  objection  of  Mr. 
GuieocK  to  the  reecption  of  the  petition. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  DAWSON,  deprecating 
any  eieitement  on  the  subject,  and  condemning,  in 
strong  terms,  the  conduct  of  the  ftnatici  in  agitating  it- 
Mr.  BOON  moved  to  lay  the  preliminary  motion  of  re- 
crption  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  urged  the  House  to  take  the  rote 
on  the  direct  question  of  reception. 

After  some  desultory  conversation  on  points  of  order, 
Mr.  BOON  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  the  preliminary 
motion  of  reception  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A.  HANN  said  that,  as  thia  question  had  been 
most  fully  discuBied  at  (he  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
as  the  House  had  at  that  lime  resolved  that  lliete  peti- 
tiona  should  be  laid  on  the  table  without  being  referred 
or  printed,  he  would,  to  eave  the  time  of  the  House,  call 
for  the  previous  question. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  call:  Ayes  114,  noes  not 
counted. 

And  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question 
should  now  be  put. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
Bwin  queationt  »hich  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  tiuestion,  **  Shall  the  petition  be  receiv- 
edM*  waa  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as 
fotlowa: 

TxAS— Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Alien,  Anthony,  Bailey, 
Beale,  Bean,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Burden,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Briggi,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  W.  B.  Cal- 
.koun,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  G.  Chambers, 
Cbaney,  Cbapio,  Cbelwood,  Childs,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Corwin,  Craoier,  Crane,  Coibing.  Cuahman,  Darlington, 
benny,  Doublcday,  Bvana,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Farlin, 


Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbrattb,  Giilet,  Gmgtr, 
Grantland,  Orrnnell,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  B.  HaO,  Hmtr, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  S.  8.  Harrisoii,  Haynes  Bud. 
tine,  Henderson,  Hiesler,  Hoar,  Bolt,  Bowdl,  Hoblcf, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingeraoll,  Inglwm,  Janes,  Jirrii,  Cm 
Johnson,  B.  Jonei,  Kilgore,  Klii^censnutb,  Ltnr,  Ua- 
sing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  6.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Lcontrd,  Lis. 
coin,  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  M.  Mason,  S.  Uuoo,  HrCutf, 
McCoroaa.  McKay,  McKennan,  McKeon,  MUbpB,Mia(. 
gomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Mublenberg,  Oweiw,  Pi|^ 
Parker,  Park*,  Patteraon,  F.  Pierce, D.J.  Pesree,Pew. 
aon,  Phelps,  Phillipa,  Potts,  Reed,  John  Reynoldi, Jom^ 
Reynolds,  Russell,  Schenck,  SeyoMwr,  Sbinn,  Skliln, 
Slade,  Sloane,  Smith,  Sprague,  Storer,  Sutherlind,  Tif- 
lor,  J.  Thomaon,  Toucey,  Turriil,  Vsnderpoel,  Vinton, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks  B.  Whit- 
tieaey.  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  8.  WilKams,  Toong-IST. 

Nats— Heasm.  Ash,  Atbley,  Barton,  Btll,  BiKk, 
BouldlB,  Bunch,  Bymiaa,  J.  Calhoon,  Gaotpbell,  Johi 
Cbambera,  Chapman,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  R.  CIh- 
borne,  Colei^  Connor,  Craig,  Davis,  Dawson,  Debenr, 
Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Elmore,  Forester,  J.  GsHud,  R. 
Garland,  Uholaon,  GIsscock,  Graham,  Grarei,  Gnjm, 
Griffin,  Hannegan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hopkim,  Hovird, 
Huntsman,  Jenifer,  R.  M.  Johnson,  H.  Johmoa,  Lttltr, 
L.  Let,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lueai^  Martin,  Mmu;, 
McRim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Uillrr,  Paltoo,  Frttigrev, 
Peyton,  Pickens^  Pinckney,  Rencher,  Ridttnlios,  Bob- 
ertaon,  Rogers,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Sheppcnl, 
Shields,  SUndefer,  Steele.  TaTiafeiro,  Thmt,  W. 
Thompson,  Underwood,  Wa4iii«toit,  WUte^  L  Wl- 
liams.  Tell— r4. 
So  tbe  petition  waa  feorived. 
Mr.  HATNE8  moved  that  the  petition  be  Ud  oi  Ai 
table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Ci» 
mittee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  to  lay  on  tlie  table  bid 
prccedencei  and  Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  tbe  yen  mI 
nays  on  that  motion)  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PINCKNET  inquirvd  if  the  motion  oftlicrilk- 
man  from  Georgia  [Mr.  HAvna]  waa  mKtfiUt* 
amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  asked  the  gentleman  from  Gew|a 
to  withdraw  hia  motion,  in  order  to  enable  faim  to  nk- 
stitute  a  more  oomprehenaive  proposition;  the  objed* 
which  was,  that  not  only  this  oiemorial,  bnt  all  cthW" 
a  aimilar  chifaeter,  ahould  be  laid  on  the  table.  He  rm 
cd  to  offer  a  reaolution  lo  that  effect 

Mr.  HAYNES  said,  if  liis  motion  wai  suueptibkut 
such  an  amendment,  he  waa  wilting  it  should  be  mde. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  such  an  ameadinent  wi* 
in  order. 

And  tbe  question  on  the  motion  to  by  tbe  peliilMi" 
tbe  table  was  then  takci^  and  decided  in,die  aOraim 
as  follows!  , 

Ybas— Measrt.  Anthony,  Aab,  Bsrton,  Bcso,  BA 
Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bovee,  BofA,  Brown,  BacbtWi 
Bunch,  Bums,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Csatbrele^ 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Caaey,  George  Chamber),  m 
Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Ctiapin,  Chelwooi. 
thaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  C>c*^ 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cu^man,  Ite*>*>^™^ 
ry,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlaf^  Efner, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Frj-,  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  Jamea  Garland,  Rice  Garlsod.  Oillet,  Gnbi". 
Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Joseph  Hill. 
mer,  Hannegan,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Uirrison,  H>r"'^ 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard.  Howell,  Hubley,  HuDtingt«< 
Hunuman,  Jarvia,  Jenifer,  Richard  M.  Mh«V^ 
Johnaon,  Henry  Johnaon,  Kilgore,  Kliogem^Di 
Lansing,  Uporte,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Thcaw 
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Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Loyill,  Lueii,  Job  Mftnn,  Martin, 
Howt  Huon,  Maury,  May,  McCoaiu,  McKay,  HcKeon, 
McKim,  McLenr,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Otrena,  Fage,  Parka,  Pallerson, 
Patlon,  Frtnklin  Pierce,  Pettigrev,  Peyton,  Pheipi, 
Pickena,  Pinckney,  Rencber,  John  BeynoMa,  Jaaepb 
ReynoMf,  Iticbardaon,  Roberlna,  Roffm,  Sdienck* 
Seymour,  Williain  B.  Sbepard,  Augaatine  H.  Sbepperd, 
Shielda,  Shinn,  Sieklei,  Smith,  Standerer,  Steele,  Sutfa. 
eriand,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Jolin  Thomson, 
Touecy,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Washington,  Webiter,  Weeks  White,  Thomaa  T. 
Whittleaey,  Lewis  WilUama,  Sherrod  Williams,  Yell, 
Toung~l50. 

Nats— Nenra.  Adans,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey,  Beale, 
Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cbilda^ 
Corwin,  Crane,  Cu<ihing,  Darlington,  Denny,  Evans, 
£verett.  Granger,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hardin,  HarpeV, 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hasehine,  Henderson,  Hieiter, 
Hoar,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Janes,  Lawrence,  Lin- 
coln, Samson  Mason,  HeCarly,  HcKennan,  Hilligsn, 
Parker,  Dutee  J.  Pearee,  Pearson,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed, 
Russell,  Sladp,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Storer,  Vinton,  Ward- 
well,  Eliaha  Whittlesey— 50. 

So  the  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  presented  a  third  petition,  from 
forty  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Dover,  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  Hassachusetta,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  ^a- 
rerr  And  the  stave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
•nd  moved  that  th«  petition  be  reid. 

Mr.  LAWLBR  objected  to  its  reception.  ' 
'  Ur.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  he  had  jait  voted  against 
receiving  a  petition  preaented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maisaebuaetta,  [Mr.  Adaxb,]  bathe  had  been  overruled 
by  a  large  majority  of  the  House.  The  petition  was 
received,  and  Mid  on  ibe  table,  there  to  deep  the  deep 
of  death.  No  sooner  is  this  done,  than  the  same  gentle* 
man  offers  another  petition  of  the  tame  character,  pray- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  stsvery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the 
Diatrict  of  Columbia,  coming  from  a  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Mauacbusetti  represented  by  him.  I  have  been 
(said  Mr.  U.)  a  silent  witness  of  the  proceedings  had  at 
the  present  and  preceding  sentons  of  Congress  on  thia 
exciting  subjeoti  but  I  now  rise  to  assign  a  few  reasons 
for  the  vole  I  have  ^uat  given,  and  for  the  vole  which  I 
^all  again  give  againat  tbe  reception  of  the  petition  now 
preaented. 

Slavery  in  the  United  States  exhibits  two  distinct  as- 
pects. The  one  is  national,  the  other  local.  It  is  na- 
tional so  Hr  as  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales 
makes  it  the  basis  of  representation  and  taxation,  by  re- 
quiring three  fifths  of  the  davea  to  be  added  to  the  whole 
number  of  Trtc  perwma.  It  it  also  national  so  far  as  the 
eonstitulional  provision  rcqnirea  those  slaTce  who  escape 
and  flee  to  the  non-slavebolding  States  to  be  delivered 
upt  *nd  so  far  as  the  l^islation  of  Congress,  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  or  any  other  article  of  the  constitution,  ope- 
rates upon  the  subject.  It  is  local  ao  far  as  tbe  legiilation 
of  the  States  contrt^  the  aubjeet.  The  eonatitutions 
and  lawt  of  the  States  which  tolerate  slavery,  and  prc- 
tcribe  tbe  treatment  of  the  slave,  defining  the  relations 
he  bears  to  the  State  aa  a  person,  and  those  between 
him  and  a  maiter  as  property,  are  local.  Congress  has 
no  jurisdiction  over  these  local  regulstions,  and  can  no- 
where alter  or  abrogate  them,  unlesi  it  be  in  this  Dis- 
trict. The  laws  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  which  have 
instituted  slavery  in  this  Diatrict,  and  which  now  uphold 
it,  are  local,  and  not  national.  Their  effect  ia  confined 
to  the  ten  miles  square,  and  the*  operate  upon  tbe  peo- 
ple within  the  District  exclusively. 

Now,  sir,  I  desire  to  know  what  ri^t  (for  I  shall  con- 
sider the  question  as  one  of  right)  the  people  of  Has- 
tachuaetlt  have  to  petition  us  to  repeal  or  modify  the 


local  regulations  and  laws  which  do  not  operate  upon 
them,  or  within  their  territory,  but  which  govern  a  dif- 
ferent people,  who  do  not  complain,  and  who  may  be 
entirely  aatisfied,  and  wholly  opposed  to  any  change. 
We  are  told  that  we  must  receive  and  act  upon  Ibis  and 
all  aimilv  petitions,  lest  we  subvert  the  sacred  rif^ht  of 
petition.  I  deny  that  there  ia  any  right  of  petition, 
where  the  grievance  complained  of  doea  not  operate 
upon  the  petitioners.  I  admit  lhat  you  may  receive  any 
petition  through  courtesy,  without  r^ard  to  its  object 
or  the  quarter  whence  it  eomest  and  in  the  geneial  it 
would  be  best  to  do  so*  But  the  attempt  is  made  to 
force  these  abolition  petitions  upon  the  connderatlon  of 
Congreas  as  a  matter  of  rigbtt  and  it  is  a|piioat  that  at- 
tempt, upon  such  a  pretext,  I  protest.  Sir,  theie  peU- 
tioners,  ss  I  conceive,  are  offioioualy  intermeddling  with 
the  affairs  of  other'  people,  when  tbey  had  better  Mind 
their  own  business. 

If  the  people  of  Massachusetts  are  disastiafied,  and 
feel  aggrieved  by  tbe  existence  of  slavery  in  any  one  of 
its  national  aspeeta,  they  have  a  right  to  petition  fur  re* 
dreaii  and  we  are  bound,  whenever  pet'rtiont  eome  be* 
fore  us,  as  of  right,  to  hear  th«r  complaints,  and  to  de< 
cide  upon  them.  The  right  of  the  citizen  to  petition  it 
moral  and  political,  and  imposes  a  corresponding  obli- 
gation on  Ihoae  to  whom  the  petition  is  addremd  to 
hear  and  decide.  These  rights,  however,  are  not  of 
that  dasa  denominated  perfect  or  legal,  because  they 
cannot  be  judicially  enforced.  If  any  portion  of  the 
people  of  NaasBcbusettB  were  to  petition  oa  to  modify  or 
change  the  laws  prescribing  tbe  mode  for  reclaiming 
fugitive  slaves,  or  pray  us  to  recommend  to  the  Stateaan 
alteration  of  the  constitution,  so  as  to  place  representa- 
tion and  taxation  upon  tbe  basis  of  free  while  popula- 
tion exclusively,  I  ahould  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  to  receive 
and  consider  aucb  petitiona,  because  they  relate  to  na- 
tional topics — to  matters  affecting  and  operating  upon 
the  people  of  Maaaaehusetts,  growing  out  of  tbe  exist- 
ence o^  slavery.  But  when  the  people  of  Massaehusetts, 
or  of  any  other  State,  bvgin  to  pry  into  tbe  local  regula- 
tions of  another  people,  and  to  complain  of  them,  I  feel 
no  obligation  of  duty  to  listen. 

I  will  illustrate  the  diaiinctioo  I  have  endeavored  to 
present  by  putting  a  few  cases.  Suppose  the  inhabitants 
of  Europe,  or  any  portion  of  them,  were  to  petitioo  us 
to  repeal  out  tariff  laws,  and  to  nute  revenae  by  a  direct 
tax  on  laitd  only,  would  we  be  bound  to  receive  and  act 
upon  such  petition.'  Certainly  not.  Why?  Because 
our  system  of  taxation,  whatever  it  may  be  in  rtference 
to  foreign  nations  is  local,  and  their  people  have  no 
right  to  interfere.  The  operation  of  this  Government 
with  foreign  States  is  such  that  our  laws  may  often  affect 
the  interests  of  foreignersi  and,  if  they  should  affect 
those  intereata  injuriously,  and  In  violation  of  the  lawa 
of  nations,  foreigners  thus  injured  might  rightfully  peti- 
tion ns  for  redress;  because  the  welftre  of  mankind  re- 
quires obedience  to  the  principles  of  internalionat  law, 
and  by  Ibe  tacit  consent  of  all  civilized  nations  these 
principles  have  been  adopted  in  such  manner  as  to  make 
them  one  people  in  respect  to  the  code  of  national  and 
hence  a  foreigner  who  auffera  from  a  violation  of  theae 
principles  has  the  same  right  to  petition  for  redress 
that  a  citizen  would  have.  But  this  would  give  tbe 
foreigner  no  right  to  petition  ft  a  subject  touching  our 
domestic  regulationsi  and,  if  he  di4l  ao  petition,  it  would 
be  optionary  with  ua  to  receive  or  rejeett  and  if  we  did 
lite  last,  be  coold  not  complain  lhat  hw  rights  were  con- 
temned. 

Suppose  the  petitioners  who  now  come  before  us  had 
addreaaed  their  petition  to  the  Legtslalure  of  Kentucky, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  In  that  Slate  t  would 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  be  bound  to  receive  and 
act  upon  W  Cenalnly  not.    Wbp>  Becausa  slavery  in 
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Kentucky  is  a  local,  domeitte  regulation,  in  reFeKnee  (o 
the  people  of  Hamebutetli.  Kentuekiana  poawn  juat 
the  aame  right,  by  petition,  to  call  on  the  Legislature  of 
Maauchusetts  to  change  her  lawa  In  regard  to  apprenti- 
eea,  paupers,  or  infants,  as  the  Yankee  (md  I  use  the 
term  in  no  (tensive  sense)  baa  to  call  on  Kentucky  to 
aboliih  glavery.  If  KentuckUns  were  to  forvard  such 
a  petition  in  the  moat  retpeetfu)  terms,  if  it  was  receired 
end  read,  after  its  contents  had  heen  briefly  stated  by  the 
morer,  it  would  be  an  act  of  courtesy,  and  not  of  strict 
right.  If  year  after  year  petitions  of  diesame  kind  were 
forwarded,  and  that,  too,  after  the  first  had  been  con- 
sidered and  diapoaed  of,  the  Lrgialature  to  whom  they 
were  eddreased  might  justly  aay  to  the  petiitonera,  '*Tm 
have  erineed  an  unbecoming  importunttjrt  an  over  anx- 
iety to  interfere  in  our  domeatle  and  local  affairat  and 
however  praiseworthy  your  motives,  as  it  is  not  a  matter 
of  right  on  your  part,  we  will  no  longer  lubmit  to  annoy< 
•nee.  We  reject  your  petition  without  hearing  it  read, 
the  mover  having  briefly  staled  its  contents." 

Of  the  soundness  of  the  foregoing  principles  I  think 
it  will  be  difficult  to  create  a  doubli  and  t  presume,  if 
my  remarks  are  met  in  debate,  an  attempt  will  he  made 
to  diow  that  slavery  in  this  District  is  not  a  local  but  a 
tisUonal  matter,  and  hence  concerns  every  portion  of 
the  American  people.  I  admit,  if  it  be  not  local,  but  na- 
tional, then  the  petition  offered  should  not  only  be  recei- 
Tcd,  but  it  ought  to  be  referred,  and  duly  eonndered. 
'How  )■  riavery  in  this  DiHtiet  converted  into  a  national 
Instead  of  ■  local  question^  la  it  beeause  tbe  Congreaa  of 
the  United  States  being  a  national  body,  may  legtabte 
concerning  itf  The  nationality  of  the  Itody  does  not 
prove  that  ita  legislation  In  its  operation  and  conse- 
quences must  be  national  and  general.  It  ia  a  propon- 
tion  too  clear  to  admit  of  dispute,  that  all  our  Legisla< 
tares,  both  State  and  national,  psaa  hundredi  and  thou> 
sands  of  acts,  local  and  private,  which  do  not  aftret  the 
whole  Slate  or  nation.  It  is  prniaateroa*  to  assert  that, 
beeaose  Congress  ia  a  national  body.  It  can  in  no  cue 
legislate  for  local  or  private  purpose*,  in  the  general, 
ita  local  and  privmie  legitlation  ia  in  furtherance  of  some 
of  the  constitutional  powers  vested  for  general  national 
parpoiesi  and  whenever  that  is  the  case,  I  admit  that 
the  principle  which  govema  such  legislation  ia  i>f  nation- 
el  concern,  and  that  all  or  aiqr  of  our  eonatituents  have 
e  right  to  be  heard  on  this  floor  in  rehtioa  to  the  princi- 
ple, by  petition,  memorial,  or  remonstranee.  Tbus^  an 
tet  allowing  B  pension  to  A  B,  although  private,  may 
involve  a  principle  of  national  importance.  The  legis- 
lation of  Congress  over  the  District  of  Columbia,  so  far 
as  the  rights  of  property  of  the  citiaens  are  concerned, 
is  a  very  different  thing,  and  no  way  analogous  in  ptinci- 

Kle  to  the  passage  of  a  private  pennon  law.  Tbe  legis- 
tion  for  this  District  with  a  view  to  protect  the  eitiien, 
unconnected  with  the  Government,  ia  the  enjoj'ment  of 
Kfe,  liberty,  and  property,  dues  not  possess  a  single  na- 
tional aapect.  It  is  exclusively  local,  and  confined  to  the 
ten  miles  square,  and  has  no  operation  whatever  upon 
the  people  of  Massachusetts,  unless  ihey  should  happen 
to  be  visiters  here.  Congress,  by  the  constitution,  has 
the  exclusive  right  to  legislate  m  thia  District,  and  it 
may  be  said  that  such  a  power  would  never  have  been 
conferred  but  for  a  national  purpose.  Concede  it,  and 
nothing  is  gained  from^he  concetsion  against  my  argu- 
ment. All  that  the  cnnffilurion  intended  by  the  grant  of 
exclusive  legislative  power  to  Congress  overthe  District 
was  to  place  the  members  of  Congrees,  the  executive 
bead  of  ihe  GoTemment,  and  all  its  ofReersy  necessarily 
congregated  at  one  point,  beyond  the  control  and  influ- 
ence of  State  laws,  which  in  many  cases  mi^t  have  been 
made  haraaaing  and  oppressive;  ao  much  so  as  to  prevent 
their  strict  attention  to  oflieial  duty.  To  escape  the  dan- 
ger which  might  have  resulted  from  Slate  k^alation 


over  the  officers,  legislative,  executive,  and  jiidiMl,of 
the  General  Government,  the  constitutioaconferKctte 
power  of  excluMve  legi^tion  over  tbe  Diiliict  on  0» 
gress.  Bo  far  as  the  power  is  cxerttsed  for  the  bm£t 
of  the  officers  of  the  Goremncnt,  and  (o  emUeUen 
to  proeeed  with  the  discharge  of  thardatefNeftm 
extraneous  and  delelerioot  influences,  it  uy  bewtisnL 
But  vrhen  it  ia  exercised  for  the  proleetioii  of  tbe  prop- 
erty, or  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  whatduHvrial 
not  be  property  in  tbe  DiHriet,  it  u  strictly  loeil,ud 
not  general  or  national «  and  the  laws  vhtcb  eauUe 
from  its  exercise,  for  Ihe  benefll  of  tbe  people  tf  Ik 
District,  are  as  uneonneeted  with  the  people  of  At 
States aaare  thclawiof  thesefenlStateswitbAcpw 
pie  of  any  other  Stale. 

The  fact  that  the  people  of  Haattchatetu  wtj  cat 
here  occasionally  as  viniers  gives  them  no  right  te  p^ 
titton  Congress  for  a  change  in  the  local  lawi  puKdlor 
tbe  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  District.  If  thitheti 
made  the  basis  of  their  rijfht  to  petition,  it  wouH  rqially 
authorize  them  to  petition  the  Lepalatum  (rf  tmi 
State  tolerating  skvery  for  ito  abolition;  for  tbey  bmi 
right  to  vi^  In  all  the  States,  and  are  "  eirtitkd  to  d 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens"  id  the  Snu  h 
which  they  go. 

I  will  put  another  case  illustrative  of  idea.  I  till 
show  that  the  people  of  the  same  Slate,  in  tai*^  cm. 
hive  no  right  to  petition  their  Slate  Legidaium  «» 
cerning  public  matters  in  their  own  States.  A  imAip 
or  incorporated  cily  imposes  taxes,  or  mtlcet  ttpkr 
lions  for  tbe  forerhment  of  the  people  within  the  lovi- 
Mp  or  city.  The  inhabitants  of  a  diaUnt  tovmhip  hw 
of  the  proceedings,  their  philanthropy  is  eidtcd,  thr 
perceive,  or  fancy  they  do,  great  oppresjion,  ind  wan- 
rtalize  the  Legislature  to  put  an  end  to  preTtilin{r  ibao 
in  the  township  or  city  about  which  ihey  l«»e 
much,  but  within  whose  borders  they  never  were  ii  IK 
whole  course  of  their  lives.  How  ought  Ute  I'^P^*'''' 
to  treat  such  a  petition,  especially  when  the  pe«^HeK  i« 
township  or  city  subject  to  Ihe  oppressive  liwi  nudeoo 
complaint^  The  proper  response,  in  my  opinion,  vmb 
be  to  Biy  to  the  petitioners,  "  You  are  conceitrdi  m 
have  a  high  opinion  of  yourselves,  and  a  mesn  ophvtv 
your  neighbors,  and  you  presume  to  Judge  ofhtiiMi 
regulations  'of  which  you  have  no  eiperieoee,  wot 
correctly  than  those  who  feel  their  operalioB.  We« 
not  disposed  to  encourage  jour  vani^. 
petition  without  reading  it,  being  briefly  iafcrnnst « 
contents," 

If  my  constituents  were  to  send  me  a  petilion  In  »'* 
of  abolishing  slavery  in  thia  Dislriet,  and  request  m  W 
present  it  to  thia  House,  aa  an  acl  of  courted 
should  ofl^er  it;  but  aa  an  act  of  duty  to  the  peopl«*  ^ 
District,  whose  representative  I  an,  being  coMtitnin 
such  by  the  constitution,  T  would  vote  agiinit  ^  f- 
ception.  I  am  a  Representative  on  this  floor,  ^V^* 
three-fold  duly  to  perform:  first,  1  amtol^iief** 
whole  nation,  and  to  watch  over  the  general  intereiliw 
the  whole  peoplet  secondly,  I  am  to  keep  >n  eft  op^ 
the  local  interests  of  my  particular  State  and  diMKSiWjj 
thirdly,  I  am  to  attend  to  the  local  intereatiof  tbe  pecpK 
of  thia  District .  I  mean  to  make  all  these  dutief  Mfa** 
nixr.  If  any  of  my  immediate  conitituenlsihooM*"''," 
far  fbrget  themselves  as,  by  petition  or  olherwiie,  to  * 
struct  me  to  change  the  laws  and  ossgesof  ihepMP*"^ 
this  District,  I  mean  to  tell  them,  that  sllhoujh  I  »■ 
indebted  to  their  kindnesi  and  partiality  for  ."f  *  j\ 
tion  when  elected,  I  feel  myself  bound  to  •^^'Vl 
the  people  of  this  District  upon  my  own  o'**"™" 
of  their  situation,  and  my  knowledge  of  tbeir  vin^  " 
derived  from  my  eonvenationa  and  •^'^'"VT 
them.  I  look  upon  that  as  my  duty  under  tbe  «><<|*|^ 
tion,  and  I  will  never  consent  to  be  made  lbs 
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ly  one  portion  of  my  eomtitacDlB  to  Mbrert  tbe  rights 
if  another  portion.  To  my  mind,  Ibere  it  ■omething  sb- 
wrd  in  the  idea  of  any  set  of  men  or  women  under- 
[siting  to  interfere  with  the  iocal  laws  of  a  sepanite  peo- 
ple, five  hundred  or  a  thousand  miles  off*. 

But,  ihen.the  motiveaof  tbe  petitioner! in  thiacue  are 
10  pure.  It  is  a  pity  not  to  bear  them  in  tbe  cause  of  re- 
r^ion  and  freedom!  Tbe  Saviour  of  man  did  not  prop- 
igate  his  religion  by  petitioning  legidalive  assemblies. 
And  the  lesion  in  bvor  of  freedom  which  tbe  abolition- 
ist teaches  is  to  break  up  tbe  lon^-established  practices 
iod  laws  of  one  people,  not  at  their  instance  or  by  their 
:onBent,  but  at  the  absolute  will  of  a  distant  people,  no 
itray  affected  by  the  laws  wbicb  are  to  be  lubTerled! 
Wby,  sir,  if  this  game  ii  to  be  ■ueeeMfully  played,  there 
a  no  telling  where  it  will  ttopt  end  the  nnt  thing  we 
may  hear  of  will  be  a  petition  from  New  England  to  rs- 
;ablish  the  Slue  Law  code  in  this  District,  and  render  it 
unlawful  for  a  man  to  kiss  liis  wife  on  Sunday !  I  beg 
the  New  England  gentlemen  and  ladies  to  desist,  or  to 
Lcll  us  how  far  their  consciences  will  require  them  to  go, 
in  petilloninK  Congress  to  reform  the  sins  of  this  District. 

1  have  endeavored  to  present  tbe  grounds  of  my  vote. 
If  you  receive  the  petition,  if  you  are  bound  to  receive 
it,  then,  sir,  you  should  refer  it  and  act  upon  it.  Hy 
word  for' it,  as  long  as  the  decision  of  this  House, 
just  given,  stands  as  the  judgment  of  the  House,  the 
g;entleman  from  Matsaobusetis  £Hr.  Avams]  will  convict 
^ou  of  the  grossest  inconsistency  in  refusing  to  refer  pe* 
titiona  of  this  sort  to  the  appropriate  eomonttee.  We 
ny  to  the  petitioners,  *«  Tou  come  before  ua  a>  matter  of 
rigbli  but,  ftom  motirea  of  policy,  ve  will  make  no  re- 
iponse."  Sir,  such  a  course  is  a  mockery  of  their  rights, 
if  tliey  have  them.  I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  tbe 
people  of  Hassachusetla  liave  no  right  to  petition  on  ibe 
lubject,  and  there  never  will  be  an  end  of  this  exciting 
question  until  Congress  auitains  my  views. 

Ur.  KEED  laid  he  ^ffeied  entirely  in  opinion  with  the 
Itentleman  who  bad  last  spoken,  [Ur.  Ummwoost]  and. 
u  he  had  the  charge  of  a  number  of  memoriiili  of  simi- 
lar character  to  the  one  now  under  consideration,  he 
Pegged  leave  to  say  a  few  words  upun  the  subject- 
Let  it  be  remembered  that  these  memorials,  so  obnox- 
ous  to  some  members  of  this  Hoose,  pray  fur  tbe  abo- 
ition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  m  the  District  uf 
Columbia.  They  go  no  further.  Tbe  ^nlleman  from 
Kentucky,  who  has  just  sat  down,  haa  given  a  labored 
*r{pument  to  prove  that  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  and, 
oi  cottrse,  the  people  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union, 
tiave  no  right  to  petition  Congress  to  repeal  or  modify 
the  laws  in  relation  to  slavery  in  this  District.  "  He  de- 
nies the  right  of  petition,  when  the  grievance  complained 
of  does  not  operate  upon  the  petitioners."  He  denies  that 
the  right,  secured  by  tbe  constitution,  peaoeably  to  aa- 
lemble  and  petition  Goremment  for  a  radreaa  of  grier* 
knees  applies  to  the  preaent  eaac,  because  the  evil  com- 
plained o^  if  any  evU  exist,  is  only  a  national  evil,  and  is 
nu  personal  rrievsnce  to  the  petitioners. 

1  cannot  for  a  moment  assent  to  the  positions  of  the 
j^enlleman.  To  my  mind,  tbey  are  subversive  of  the 
right  of  petition  and  of  tbe  rights  of  a  free  people.  I 
highly  respect  the  gentleman  and  bia  opinion%  and  am 
^uite  sure  he  views  Uie  subject  in  a  very  different  light. 

In  my  opinion,  tbe  right  of  the  citizens  of  a  free  and 
representative  Government  to  petition  their  representa- 
tives for  a  redress  of  grievances  is  a  perfect  right.  It 
BxitiB  independent  of  the  constitution.  It  mu»t  exist 
where  the  people  sre  free,  and  where  it  does  not  exist 
there  is  despotism.  I  am  awate  that,  from  abundant 
caution,  thii  saered  riglit  of  petition  is  secured  by  the 
isonstitution.  The  right  ao  secured  la  not  limited  or 
Enlai;gedb7tbcBCCUrlly.  It  is  »  perfect  right,  which  ve 
must  never  permit  to  be  impaired  by  ingenious  ai^- 


menta,  to  avoid  the  eondderation  of  an  unpleaaant  sub* 
ject.  *<  It  would  be  doing  evil,  that  good  might  come." 
Tbe  right  la  the  aame,  whether  the  evil  complained  of 
be  national  and  remote,  or  direct  and  personal. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  Congress  cx- 
ertise  exchisive  jurisdiction,  in  all  oam  whatsoever, 
over  the  ten  miles  squaret  end  that  territory  ia  the  Dis> 
trict  of  Columbia.  Can  language  be  more  ezptiat?  Tbe 
jurisdiction  of  Congress  over  this  District  ia  cxelunvcb 
and  extends  to  all  cases  whatsoever. 

Congress  have  the  sole  government  of  the  District. 
Tbe  House  of  Representatives  are  a  part  of  Congress, 
attd  are  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates.  Will  it  be  denied  that  the  people  whom  they 
represent  have  a  right  to  petition  them  for  redress  of 
any  grievance  over  which  they  bave  jurisdiction^  Sup- 
pose it  were  admitted  that  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  ta 
the  District  of  Columbia  was  a  national  evil,  hut  that  the 
evil  was  remote  in  its  effects  upon  distant  parts  of  the 
country:  could  it  be  said  that  it  was  no  evil  or  no  griev- 
ance because  not  aggravated  and  directf  Is  not  each 
portion  of  the  country  a  part  of  the  nation'  Can  any 
part  suffer,  and  the  remaining  part  not  be  aggrieved^ 
The  part  of  the  constitution  which  givrs  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  tlMS  Dlalrict  to  Congress  was  not  a  mere 
form,  oraceidentalt  it  intended  that  it  should  be  governed 
solely  by  the  nation  and  the  representatives  of  the  nalioni 
and  the  people,  whose  representatives  we  are,  all  have 
a  direct  interest  in  its  government,  its  honor,  and  its  pros- 
perity. If,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  any  portion  c»f 
the  people  of  any  part  of  tbe  country,  the  laws  of  tbia 
District  are  bad,  they  are  ai^ieved.  It  is  a  national  and 
personal  evil,  and  they  bave  a  right  to  petition  for  re- 
dress. 

The  gentleman  asks  if  the  inhabilants  of  Bnrope,  or 
any  part  of  them,  should  petition  ua  to  repeal  our  tariff, 
should  we  be  bound  to  recdve  and  act  upon  such  peti> 
tionf  And,  again,  rilould  tbe  petitioners  address  a  peti- 
tion to  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  praying  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery,  would  Kentucky  be  bound  to  receive 
and  act  upon  lU  I  perfectly  agree  with  the  gentleman, 
that  if  the  inhabitants  of  Europe  or  Massachusetts  should 
so  far  forget  themselves  as  to  offer  such  petitions,  nei- 
ther this  House  nor  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  would 
be  under  any  obligation  to  notice  Ihem.  For  one  phun 
reason:  we  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the  people  of  Eu- 
rope; nor  baa  Kentucky  any  juriadietion,  so  far  as  th«r 
State  Government  extends,  over  Hassaohuaetts.  Of 
course,  the  petitioners  eould  have  no  grievancea  for 
which  they  could  claim  redress,  and  have  no  right  to  in- 
terfere with  the  grievances  of  others.  Not  so  with  tbe 
District  of  Columbia)  it  is  exclusively  governed  by  Con- 
gressf  it  is  a  part  of  the  nation,  and  if  illy  governed  it  is 
a  national  and  individual  grievance,  and  tbowt  wbo  feel 
it  bave  a  right  to  preaent  to  as  a  petition  for  redress, 

I  conaider  the  question  one  of  vast  importance,  as  vi- 
tally affecting  the  liberties  of  the  people  and  the  sacred 
rights  of  citizens.  I  regret  that  great  principles  must  he 
settled  under  some  excitement,  and  under  an  apprehen- 
sion that  no  relief  could  be  afforded  if  tbe  petition  was 
received.  I  can  but  think  the  true  conatruetion  of  tbe 
constitution  ia  so  plain,  and  the  right  of  every  atixen  to 
petition  so  clear,  that  nothing  further  is  necessary  but 
barely  to  slate  the  principles  upon  which  ihey  are  found-, 
ed;  and  I  forbear  lo  say  more  upon  the  subject. 

I  bave  been  gratified  by  a  vote  of  thia  House  this  day, 
allowing  a  petition  like  the  one  now  before  us  to  be  re- 
ceived. I  irnat  we  shall  not  reverse  that  decision.  I  do 
hope,  regarding,  as  1  most  sincerely  and  anxiously  do, 
the  harmony,  peace,  and  welfare  or  the  United  Slates, 
North,  and  South,  and  West,  that  these  memarialawill 
not  be  thrown  in  the  faces  of  the  memorialists,  nor 
thrown  under  the  table,  nor  nailed  to  the  table.   I  hope 
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they  mMj  be  reecired,  and  not  rejected  by  forcft  and 
Thwnoe,  and  intuit  t  and,  when  recnvedt  that  th^  may 
be  oommitted  to  a  eonmittee  of  thta  Houie.  If  tbt  pe- 
titioner! are  tn  error,  let  tbe  error  be  ahown  b^  a  plain 
tund  diapiMNMiate  report,  and  an  argument  which  tbey 
cannot  refute  or  gainaay.  Peraecuiion  and  rioleoce  will 
nerer  put  down  a  good  causr,  or  even  a  bad  one.  I 
hold  the  people  have  a  rifcht  to  petition,  and  that  there 
ii  a  eorreipondinic  obli|(ation  on  our  part  to  receive 
them,  to  refer  them,  and  to  decide  in  favor  or  a|||ainst 
theiBi  neoordinf  to  our  found  diicretion  and  best  judg- 
floent. 

Pettttont  for  the  abt^ition  of  ilavery  in  ibe  District  of 
Columbia  are  not  of  modem  origin.  They  have  been 
pretented  annually  for  many  yean  pattf  and  until  last 
year  thry  have  been  preienlcd  and  referred,  and  treated 

Streciaely  like  other  petiliona,  and  have  produced  very 
ittle  excitement  In  this  Houae  or  ebewbere.  I  hope  we 
ihall  return  to  oar  former  wage,  and  avoid  all  unneoes- 
aary  excitement  upon  this  important  and  vexip^  siit^ect. 

Hr.  BYNUM  rote  and  aaid  he  bad  not  Intended  tn 
have  troubled  the  House  with  any  remark  of  hit  upon  the 
aubject  which  waa  then  before  it.  tt  bad  ever  been  hit 
unfeigned  desire  that  it  should  have  been  kept  out  of  the 
walla  of  that  hall,  believing,  as  he  did,  that  oothinf  but 
Btrife  and  diacnrd  would  attend  itt  agitation  either  in  or 
out  of  that  building.  The  question  of  reception  he  had 
been  ditpoted  to  give  the  go^by,  fur  the  sake  of  the  har- 
mony of  all  partiet,  and  particularly  that  to  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  belong.  Bui,  sir,  aaid  he,  thti  question  hat 
been  forced  upon  us  and  upon  the  Hcfute;  and  he  re- 
gretted, exceedingly  regretted,  that  itt  porlentoui  con- 
aequencet,  view  them  ui  whatever  shape  they  might, 
teem  to  he  dtfied,  dared*  and  almoat  courted,  by  tome  of 
the  honorable  gentlemen  of  that  body.  Wu  it  pottible 
that  gentlemen  would  ttill  persevere  in  a  course  to  det- 
rimental to  the  well-being  of  (his  nation^  Wat  it  possi- 
ble that  they  could  be  so  deaf  to  the  warning  voice  of 
truth,  and  so  blind  to  the  signs  of  the  times,  as  not  to  tee 
the  direful  ttste  to  which  their  conduct,  if  persisted  in, 
must  inevitably  lead?  Hit  courae*  iince  the  first  day  that 
he  took  bia  teat  in  that  House,  lud  been  to  avoid  sgita- 
tion  on  that  subject;  and  he  haid,  in  good  faith,  voted  for 
every  measure  to  suppresa  it. 

He  knew  that  there  were  two  parties  in  that  House 
and  in  the  country  in  favor  of  agitation,  and  for  political 
purposet.  He  was  truly  sorry  that  they  exitted  in  any 
section  of  the  country,  and  was  more  so  to  think  that  any 
existed  in  the  section  from  which  be  came. 

It  was  to  be  deprecated  that  anv  party,  or  any  aet  of 
men,  whether  to  toe  North  or  Soutbt  ahould  be  found  to 
use  luch  means  to  place  them  in  power;  but  such  there 
were,  and  thia  House  and  thia  nation  were  to  feel  the  ef- 
feeta  of  their  unhallowed  purpoaei. 

Sir,  taid  Hr.  D.,  I  feel  mortified  to  know  that  I  an 
called  on  to  vote  on  a  aubject  upon  which  I  have  just 
voted  and  have  been  defeated,  and  muat  know  that  a 
similar  fate  awaits  me  on  the  deeition  of  this  question. 
Sir,  we  have  been  defeated  by  the  imprudence  and  folly 
of  those  who,  on  this  subject,  have  professed  to  aet  with 
UM.  It  waa  the  weakest  stand,  as  Southern  men  and 
slaveholders,  we  could  have  taken.  It  was  one  in  which 
we  had  long  seen  that  we  munt  be  defeated  whenever  it 
was  put.  Why,  then,  should  gentlemen  profeatin^  to 
aet  with  UI,  holding  the  same  tenlimenta  on  this  nibject, 
■id  in  making  up  an  issue  in  which  every  man  of  dia* 
ccmment  must  have  known  that  defeat  waa  unavoidable? 
And  every  defeat  upon  the  mott  frivoloui  question  on 
our  part  gives  both  strength  and  encouragement  to  our 
enemies.  Sir,  with  politicians  such  imprudence,  and 
with  ao  little  policy,  it  la  dangerous  to  act,  here  or  else- 
where. 

But  to  the  preltmtnary  question— Aill  this  petitiun  be 


received?  Although  we  have  just  been  dcfetttd-jo, 
defeated,  air,  and  shamefully  defeated— by  tW  ispn- 
denee  of  profeasiog  friend^  1  ahall  ifB\  vote  tgiiut  tk 
reception  of  these  diabolical  petitions,  belieTing,u[ 
do,  that  they  are  fraught  with  the  most  slsrnhg,  d». 
gerous,  and  appalling  conaequencet  to  the  well^ii|  d 
this  country.  Gentlemen  bad  contended  thst  ve  tat 
bound  to  receive  all  petitions  whenever  prewntcd,  Tiiii 
he  denied.  True  it  was  that  the  petitiosertbidicw. 
atitutional  and  unalienable  ririit  guaraotied  bj  Ibccts- 
•titution  to  petition  for  the  reorem  of  griersact^  a  ri^ 
which  none,  u  he  had  beard,  bad  eontraverted]  fbt  Im- 
■elf,  he  looked  on  that  at  one  of  the  mcut  ncred  hghti 
of  a  freeman,  and  one  which,  under  no  circumiUaai, 
would  be  disparage  or  yield.  But  whenever  the  ptti' 
tion  was  made  and  preaented  there,  in  hit  judgmtBtllM 
right  ended,  and  tbe  rights  of  the  repreteDlttiruork- 
gislatlon  comiaenccd-  The  conttitution,  laid  Hr.  B., 
went  no  further  than  to  declare  tbe  right  to  petitiai.  It 
could  not  have  gone  further,  from  the  ver;  nalurt 
things.  Why.'  Becauae,  said  he,  if  it  had,  the  raja- 
istence  of  your  legislative  body  would  hsve  been  eadu- 
gered,  and  itt  dignity  and  character  placed  enlireljii 
the  handt  of  every  senselesa  and  infuriated  mob  iki 
might  choose  to  degrade  or  insult  you.  Tbe  nest  Im- 
olous  petitions  from  women,  children,  hayi,  or  lim^ 
might  be  received,  at  a  great  consumption  of  ibe  to 
of  this  House,  um)  at  an  enormous  expense  to  tbe  pn- 
ple;  and  the  whole  body,  under  such  circumtiucti, 
might  be  converted  into  scenet  of  levity  and  frinRr 
totally  destructive  of  tbe  dignity  and  cbtracler  oT  vk 
legitUiion.  Such  could  never  have  been  the  inteal« 
of  the  fmmera  of  tbe  cooatitutioni  is  that  aupirt  bod^ 
there  vai  too  vraeh  wisdann  dignity,  and  pitiwtba,  u 
pretume  it. 

As  reference  bad  been  made  to  tbe  coniii(utiofl,M 
would  read  the  article  that  had  been  alluded  W,  vliick, 
it  waa  contended,  made  it  obligatory  on  tbepiri  oftke 
House  to  receive  those  petitions;  and  be  tbougki  m 
words  would  be^vidence  to  show  that  the  coMtnKtM 
he  had  put  on  it  was  strictly  in  harmoiqr  with  the  lEmi 
spirit  and  meaning  of  that  instrument.  Article  the  M 
is  in  these  words: 

*<Congreu  shall  make  no  law  reipectii«  f be  oubbb 
ment  of  religion,  or  proIiibttinR  the  free  eiercise  Ibert- 
oft  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  oroftliepr»j 
or  the  right  of  the  people  pesceablj-  to  aurinliKi  ■» 
to  petition  the  Government  for  a  redress  of  grieniw- 

This  wai  the  language  of  the  constitution  gponvwi 
such  reliance  bad  been  placed  to  justify 
pulsory  the  reception  of  the  petition.  Sir,  w  K 
though  the  right  to  apply  or  petition  by  tbii  artiele  m 
clear,  he  taw  not  the  least  in  it  that  imposed  it  mJv 
House  as  a  duly  to  receive;  and  tbe  House  being 
no  compulsion  to  receive  it,  it  was  left  diierenawT 
with  them  to  receive  or  not  to  receive)  then,  wr,  lo  j» 
tify  the  reception  mutt  depend  on  the  cbarKin  " 
petition  and  netitionert;  and  he  wai  sorry  «> 
this  brought  him.  from  a  aente  of  duty  which  He  o« 
the  people  whote  repretenlative  he  wu,  to  Hf"^ 
on  and  investigate  both  tbe  diaracter  of  tbe  petitno  ih 
petitioner*.  |^ 

What  was  the  character  of  this  petition!  rroo  » 
remsrks  of  the  very  honorable  and  diitinfcuiAcd  r"'^ 
■un  who  had  introduced  it,  [Mr.  Adaks,]  it  'w"""* 
ish  ahivery  in  the  District  of  Colombia.  Wti  ji  fToa» 
Citiiem  of  the  District  of  Cohimb'n?  No;  but  Troot  w 
good,  perhaps  he  ought  to  say  belter,  cit'scns  ot  wa 
cliutetts,  three  or  four  hundred  miles  diitinl  fronitMK 
of  this  District.  Certainly  tliey  were,  by  hr,  ^'^.ri 
than  the  citizens  of  the  DittricI,  as  they  couW  rttix^ 
tuch  a  dittance  from  them,  and  tell  to  much  b^'*''? 
wai  to  be  the  intereti  and  welfare  of  tlic  citiztoiDi » 
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Diatrict.  He  wu  sure  lhat  the  cittzeni  of  the  District 
felt,  or  ought  to  feel,  extremely  obliged  to  the  good  men* 
boys,  women,  and  children,  of  Misaachuietts,  for  their 
liberality  and  patrtotism,  and  general  supervision  of  the 
welfare  of  themselves  and  their  District.  Such  be  un-' 
dertlood  to  be  the  character  of  the  petition.  It  was  sim- 
ilar to  hundreds  that  had  been  offered  at  the  last  iesrion, 
which,  without  reception  or  reading,  were  referred, 
where  they  had  been  no  more  heafd  of.  Now,  air« 
<said  be,)  what  was  the  character  of  the  petition- 
ers, and  who  are  they  that  presume  to  dictate  and  in- 
struct tbis  body  bow  to  act  towards  the  people  of  this 
Diitrictf  He  was  sorry  to  say,  from  the  best  evidence 
that  he  could  obtain,  they  were  a  set  of  low,  ignorant 
faiutKu^  united  with  some  boyst  and,  he  wai  sorry  to 
■ay,  with  women.  Yes,  sir,  the  women  of  Hassachufletta 
had  beMme  legislators,  and  were  urging  their  imbecile, 
timid  men  to  action.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Msssachusetts  [Ur.  Adahs]  had  said  that  there  were 
one  hundred  and  fifty  female  signatures  on  one  list,  and 
God  knew  how  many  there  were  on  the  others, 

Mr.  B.  said  he  thought  it  a  portentous  foreboding,  an 
awful  omen,  when  women  were  stepping  into  the  po* 
litical  theatre,  and  oalQng  on  men  to  act,  and  recom- 
mending what  tubjects  they  should  legiriate  on.  He 
felt  DO  disposition  to  go  further  into  the  mvestlgation  of 
the  character  of  these  wotnent  it  was  enough  for  him  to 
know  that  they  were  femalesj  he  felt  a  disposition  to- 
wards them  of  the  kindest  nature,  and  was  ready  to  say, 
*'  Father,  forgive  them«  forthey  know  not  what  they  du." 

The  boyi  that  had  petitionedi  be  underatood*  mostly 
bekwiged  to  their  Sunday  schools,  and  were  almost  en- 
tirely under  the  influence  of  their  teachers.  The  men 
were  generally  ignorant^  supentitious  fanatic^  possess- 
ing neither  religion  nor  charactert  few  of  whom  hardly 
ever  saw  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
knew  still  less  of  the  nature  of  our  federal  compact, 
lliey  had  no  interest  in^be  District  of  Columbia,  and 
lie  presumed  Kltle  elsewhere— all  headed,  though,  and 
led  OD  by  artful,  deigning  prieii^  who,  he  had  not  the 
least  doubt,  from  what  he  could  learn  of  the  most  liberal 
and  intelligent  amongst  them,  were  it  the  bottom  of  the 
whole  of  this  agitation  snd  excitement. 

It  was  principally  the  priesis  in  New  England  and 
elsewhere  that  were  stirring  up  this  agitating  and  exci- 
ting subject.  He  hazarded  nothing  in  toying,  when  the 
subject  was  probed  to  its  bottom,  that  that  class  of  men 
would  be  found  the  instigators  of  this  whole  system  of 
confusion  and  iniquity.  It  was  your  priests  that  were 
seizing  upon  the  superstition  and  prejudices  of  your  ig- 
norant men,  women,  and  children.  They  were  the  men 
to  b«  stopped  and  rebuked,  before  this  excitement  could 
be  arrested.  They  were  the  men  behind  the  curtain, 
who  worked  the  wires  of  abolition  excitement.  Aboli- 
tion was  priestcraft,  concocted  aiid  brought  into  exist- 
ence by  their  unholy  alliance  with  the  superstitious  and 
ignorant  of  both  sexes.  These  creatures  were  as  igno- 
rant of  the  nature  of  our  institutions  as  they  ara  of  our 
lood  situations  and  condition.  It  is  to  the  influence  of 
these  {^ntry  that  this  House  is  indebted,  more  than  to 
any  other,  for  the  excitement,  disorder,  and  confusion 
that  is  witnessed  on  the  annual  presentation  of  these  ha- 
rassing petitions. 

Such,  sir,  is  a  brief  review  of  the  character  of  this 
petition  and  these  petitioners^  who  claim,  as  a  right,  to 
tvve  their  petitions  received  by  this  House.  He  could 
not  coneeire  a  more  degrading  condition  than  this  House 
would  be  placed  in,  by  consuming  its  time,  at  an  enor- 
mous expense  to  the  Treasury,  in  receiving  and  listen- 
ing to  the  petitions  and  memorials  of  old  grannies  and  a 

tiarcel  of  boarding-school  misses,  in  maltcra  of  slate  and 
egislation.    What  light  could  they  throw  on  a  subject  > 
When  grannies  and  misses  become  legislaion,  he 
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thought  it  time  for  the  men  of  New  England  to  fold  up 
their  arms  and  to  go  home.  The  Congress  of  the  t^nl- 
ted  States  was  no  place  for  them.  Sir,  what  do  they 
know  about  the  nature  and  condition  of  slavery  in  the 
South  F  How  many  of  them  have  witnessed  it^  Not  one 
in  a  thousand,  nor  one  In  fifty,  of  those  meekly  priests 
and  their  subalterns,  whose  unholy  biddings  they  do 
here,  llieaa  unfortunate  creatures  deserve  Uie  pitf 
more  than  the  contempt  of  the  Southi  but  their  in- 
stigators we  well  underatand,  and  know  both  how  to  ap- 
preciate them  and  how  to  treat  them,  whenever  they 
shall  come  amongst  us.  The  South  hss  not  been  deaf 
to,  nor  ignorant  of,  their  designs  in  relation  to  this  mat* 
leri  their  instrumentality  has  long  been  distinctly  under- 
stood by  the  Southern  politicians,  and  well  marked  out. 

But,  sir,  if  1  were  disposed  to  quibble  on  this  subject, 
'  I  would,  from  the  first  article  of  the  amendments  to  the 
constitution,  say  that  the  petitionera  have  neither  the 
right  to  petition,  nor  the  House  the  right  to  receive 
such  petitions.  Wliat  saya  that  articled  •*  Congress 
shall  make  no  law  respecting  the  establishment  of  reli- 
gion, or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  Ihereoff  or 
abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  presst  or  the 
right  of  the  people  peaoeably  to  assemble  and  to  petition 
the  Government  fbr  a  redress  of  grievances.**  Now,  sir, 
do  these  petitionera  come  within  the  character  of  those 
alluded  to  by  the  constitution?  What  says  the  latter 
clausef  "  And  to  petition  the  Government  for  a  redress 
of  grievances."  Will  you,  sir,  mark  the  object  of  the 
petitions  alluded  to  by  the  constitution?  The  right  to 
petition  the  Government  for  a  rcdren  of  grievanees.  I 
would  a^k,  (said  he,)  in  what  are  these  petitioners  s^ 
grieved  by  the  existence  of  slavery  in  this  Distrietr 
They  reside,  as  I  have  before  satd,  in  Haasachusettib 
without  one  particle  of  interest  either  in  this  District  or 
in  any  one  Southern  or  slaveholding  State.  In  what, 
then,  can  be  their  grievance,  to  justify  their  petitions? 
Thev  certainly  are  not  such,  then,  as  the  constitution 
alluded  to  in  its  firat  amendment,  and  their  interference 
can  only  be  viewed  as  officious,  pragmatic  and  pre- 
Bumptuousf  and,  in  his  judgment,  did  not  come  strictly 
within  the  description  of  persons  alluded  toby  the  articw 
of  the  constitution  that  bad  been  relied  on  so  much  to 
justify  their  conduct,  and  which  he  hsd  just  quoted.  He 
saw,  then,  no  obligations  imposed  on  the  House  by  the 
constitution,  even  to  recognise  the  right  to  petition,  un- 
der such  circumstaners,  and  where  Ibere  was  neither 
grievance  compUioed  of  nor  interest  at  stake  by  the 
petitioners. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massacbosetta,  [Mr. 
Adaks,]  for  whom,  as  a  man,  be  confessed  be  bad  the 
highest  respect,  bad  worked  binself  unnecessarily,  be 
thought,  into  a  passion,  as  thoueh  some  great  ai^  In- 
valuable right  was  about  to  be  taken  from  his  conatitu- 
ents,  and  tmmenae  injury  was  to  result  from  the  refaaal 
on  the  part  of  the  House  to  receive  those  petitions.  .But 
the  gentleman  did  not  tell  us  in  what  that  injury  con- 
sisted. Though  the  gentleman  and  bis  constituents 
might  think  it  an  injury  to  them  not  to  be  permitted  to 
interfere  with  other  people's  business,  other  people's 
morals,  and  other  people's  religion,  he  presumed  thaC 
the  free  and  intelligent  people  of  this  nation  thought 
otherwise)  nor  would  ihey  consider  that  honorable  gen- 
tleman, or  his  constituents,  deprived  of  any  riffhls,  nor 
inflicAed  with  any  injury,  by  their  being  reftueo  {Krmis- 
sion  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Speaker,  (continued,  Mr.  B.,)  some  honorable 
gentlemen  bave  said  that  we  ought  to  receive  the 
petitions,  and  rrjeet  them  forthwith.  Now,  sir,  be  did 
not  see  clearly  the  force  of  that  reason.  If  the  petitions^ 
upon  the  first  blush,  were  conceived  to  be  unworthy  of 
consideration,  why  receive  them  at  all,  to  create  a  dis- 
turbance, and  to  consume  most  unnecessarily  the  time 
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of  tliU  Housp.  and  then  reject  tbem^  He  did  not  tee 
the  force  of  nieh  a  potilion.  TIte  petition  wai  preg;nant 
vitb  the  molt  alarming  cooiequeocei,  and  iu  cuntklera- 
tion  or  •{fiuiion  here.  It  wu  adnntted,  he  beliered,  bv 
all  parttei,  could  end  in  nothing  bat  evil  Md  moat  detn- 
■nental  consf  qiiencea  to  the  integrity  of  Ibii  Union. 
<  The  honorable  gentienan  orer  the  way  [Mr.  Ahamm] 
had  aaid  that  courteay  should  induce  us  lo  receive  those 
petitionj  and  treat  them  respectfully.  Under  ordinary 
catea,  he  did  not  deny  but  that  courtesy  should  be  ex- 
tended to  the  applications  of  all  persons  spplying  here 
far  a  remedy  or  for  a  redress  of  grievance,  but  be  did 
nottliink  lhat  reason  held  good  in  the  prraent  case. 
■Where  the  Congrenoftbe  UnKed  States  and  its  knowo 
wi^es,  or  at  least  a  large  majority  of  them,  were  disre- 
spected, and  a  number  of  persons  continued  to  harass 
it,  (as  in  the  present  caa(,)  from  a  spirit  of  obduracy 
and  pertinacity,  as  evidently  it  appeared  to  him  lo  be  in 
this  case,  he  could  not  conceive  that  they  were  entitled 
to  the  least  panicle  of  courtesy  from  that  House.  On 
the  contrary,  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Houae,  par. 
tieulariy  lhat  part  of  (he  body  (hat  eompoaed  the  last 
Congreaa,  from  aelf-reapect,  to  treat  without  the  least 
courtesy  these  petitions  that  were  now  proposed  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  What  was  the  character  of 
the  petitions'  They  were  identically,  in  substamw,  the 
wne  Ibal  had  been  presented  again  and  afcain  at  the 
^  iMt  searion  of  Congress,  and  had  been  consigned  lo  a 
ailent  reference,  without  even  the  formof  areuing  or  a 
hearing,  where  (hey  yet  sleep  the  sleep  of  death.  Did 
the  petitioners  (binic  (hat  there  had  been  any  alteration 
in  the  minds  of  nembera  here  in  their  fkvotf  They  cer- 
tainly must,  or  their  conduct  could  be  considered  in  no 
other  light  than  insulting  and  audacious. 

Tber  certainly  ought  to  know,  firom  what  had  passed 
at  the  lart  Beaiion  of  Congrei^  that  soeh  petiiiona  bad 
been  unntvarably  reeeived  by  thia  body,  as  well  as  by 
the  ^enatei  then  why  were  they  continued,  except  from 
a  spirit  of  obduracy  and  inaolenee?  Such  was  the  char- 
acter of  the  petitioits,  and  such  were  the  facts,  under 
which  they  were  presented.  From  this  view  of  the 
whole  circumstancea,  he  did  not  see  how  the  courtesy 
nf  the  House  would  be  at  all  eompromitted  by  the  re- 
jection of  (he  petitions.  In  fact,  he  thought  the  dignity 
Md  independence  of  tlie  House  much  more  compro- 
■^ted  by  the  reception  than  by  the  rejeetion  of  tb«  pe- 
titions, whose  sole  object,  he  seriously  beliered,  was  to 
^tate  and  harais  the  country,  without  the  remotest 
prospect  of  producing  a  single  practicable  good.  He 
did  not  consider  himself  at  liberty,  from  considerations 
of  cuorteqr,  at  any  time  to  inflict  a  wound  on  (he  bar- 
vpny  and  peace  of  this  country.  He  therefore  con- 
ceived tHat  the  House  was  under  no  obligations,  whether 
courteous  or  discourteous,  to  receive  any  petitions  or 
mOMtrials'so  offensively  obnoxious,  as,  upon  its  first  ap- 
pearance, it  must  be  obvious  to  sll  who  had  in  contem- 
platioo  the  most  extensive  mischiefs  to  the  public  weal. 

The  honorable  gentleman  oif  his  lefi  [Mr.  Rr-Kn]  hsd 
contended  very  strenuously  for  the  right  of  petition,  as 
guarantied  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slatea.  No 
man  had  a  greater  regard  for  everv  article  of  that  sacred 
imtruDMnt  (said  Mr.  D.)  than  he  had.  It  was  his  text- 
book on  all  constructions  of  political  poweri  but.  with 
due  respect  lo  the  opinions  of  thai  honorable  gcnUemao 
to  tlie  contrary  notwithstanding,  be  must  say  that  the 
constitution  had  in  view  as  well  the  rights,  privileges, 
and  protection  of  the  people's  representatives,  and  con- 
■eq[umtly  of  this  body,  as  the  people  themselves,  from 
which  a  reciprocal  benefit  was  enjoyed  by  botht  and  the 
protection  of  each  he  thought  equally  necessary  to  the 
preaerration  of  liberty  and  a  proper  and  free  adminis- 
tration of  this  Goremment. 

Honorable  gentiemeu  had  contended  that  the  right 


of  petition  was  sacred,  and  should  not  be  eurtiiledn 
abridged.  He  would  be  the  Uat  man,  in  thtt  Umaeor 
out  of  it,  to  attempt  eilhert  but  after  petilionisf,  iben 
the  right  stopped,  and  theas  of  Congress  oeaMHBedi 
and  it  wu  equally  eascniial  to  preserve  the  hUer  h  tbi 
formert  and  the  constitution  and  its  ilhitriom  ftma 
had  it  equally  as  much  in  view.  The  right  of  mtf. 
tion  was  not,  nur  could  it  be  made,  a  necessirj'  eaat' 
quence  of  the  right  of  petition.  Thry  were  wpinit 
and  distinct  objects  in  the  contemplstioD  trf  (be  conii. 
tution,  snd  are  necessarily  madeao  fortheproteciiiHiof 
each.  It  bad  been  justly  and  sppropria(el]r  wd  tbit 
where  the  right  of  Congress  to  ooawler  brgan,  iben 
the  right  of  petitioners  was  at  an  end.  If  the  Smtt 
had  a  right  to  cnnsider  the  propriety  of  reoeption,  it 
necessarily  included  the  right  to  refuse  or  reject  ik 
reception  of  that  or  any  other  petition,  sod,  witltnt 
maintaining  that  right  in  the  Congress,  the  «bale  bsdj 
would  be  subject  to  continual  insult  and  dfRndtlios, 
whid)  woidd  prove,  sooner  or  later,  submiiTegf  uat 
whole  republican  inatilntions.  When  that  body  becvM 
so  that  it  could  not  protect  itself  from  degmwioa  isd 
insult,  it  would  be  time  for  a  dissolution  of  onrpoKial  el- 
ements, and  the  reorganizstion  of  one  competent  to  tk 
performance  of  the  functions  of  a  iMtter  Gorennttnt. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  now,  say  one.  word  tsloiht 
eflects  and  detrimental  character  of  those  petilion. 
Besides  the  effects  of  agitation,  which  hid  been  tMti 
on  with  to  much  avidity  by  acertainset  of  |Mlitieiiiii,t« 
get  up  an  excitement  for  pofitical  pmrpowi.  Hbsdp- 
duced  the  most  deleterious  consequences  ta  (liOK  mj 
persons  whose  condition  they  proposed  to  ttknlt- 
What  Southern  man  did  not  know,  since  the  tgilUioo 
of  (his  subject  by  (hose  wretchedly  ignonst  tiMlia, 
that  the  condition  of  every  slave  to  the  South  bid  btu 
made  infinitely  worse.  He  believed  there  wutcuai} 
a  single  Slate  in  which  there  existed  sltver;,  vbieii 
State  hfed  not,  since  the  atirring  of  this  question 
abolitionists,  inorcased,  byl^islative  ensetncntm  the 
severity  of  their  police  laws  in  relation  lo  their  tbrn. 

He  knew,  of  his  own  knowledge,  that  tbe  Kbertiti 
and  privileges  heretofore  exercised  and  mjvyti  th 
slaves  in  the  Slate  which  be  bsd  the  bon<H-,  in  put,  » 
represent,  bad  been  more  abridged  and  cujisiled  liKt 
the  abolitioDists  had  taken  thia  subject  in  bssd  ihm 
they  ever  had  been  before,  since  hb  earfiest  RCsUeciioti 
and,  from  what  he  had  learned  from  gentlexicfl  fnvi\k 
other  slavehoHing  Slaten,  and  bis  own  petsoni  obitt- 
vation  on  that  aubject,  it  waa  a  fact  almost  uniretwla 
each  and  every  onej  and  this  waa  what  wu  called  pbil"- 
thropy,  by  those  poor,  ignorant,  deluded  cmiont' 
Thus  they  were  binding  and  riveting  (he  shackki,  ibrmfb 
their  igoorattce,  on  (be  very  creatures  ahoni  they  pro- 
feaa  a  wish  to  relieve.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  tbe  ■fapliiK'D- 
ists  know  nothing  of  the  subject  about  wbieh  the;  vmU 
have  ua  to  legialate.  They  know  nothing  of  the  fetHrp 
of  the  people  of  the  South  on  this  subject,  tnd  ik} 
know  less  of  the  situation  and  condition  of  tbo»  tM 
whom  they  have  become  so  pragmatic,  and  ont 
oppressed  condition  they  wouU  shed  so  w»i>j  l'*'^ 
They  are  yet  (o  learn  that  ibry  themselves  are  the  *«> 
enemies  that  a  Southern  sbve  has  at  ihis  time  ce  lu 
earth;  they  are  yet  to  Iram  that  eveiy  efl'ort  of  tbeir  a- 
ficious  and  insulting  intermeddling  wiib  (he  propfrijfcl 
(he  South  contributes  to  make  the  South  make  tbit  pp- 
erty  more  aecurr,  at  (he  expense  of  ihe  ptrsonilpw- 
leges  of  (he  slaves,  which  we  inherited  from  our  iKU- 
tors  as  property  under  the  constitution  iA  our  counK^ 
the  right  tu  which  no  Southern  raaoorslSTebolderswB 
condescend  to  dispute  here.  . 

Mr.  B.  safal  the  South  was  caaily  excited  on  thn  wii' 
ject,  from  two  reaaonsi  the  first  was,  tfast  they  noU' 
upon  (hii  officiotu  IntrrfereDce  vith  tbeir  prppertrni 
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national  intuit,  ind  •  peraoml  reflection  on  every  sltve- 
liolder.  They  did  not  ipprehend  that  these  insolent,  in- 
termeddling fRnatics  could  inflict  on  tliem  (he  leait  injury 
whatever.  They  dared  them  to  show  their  faces  emong 
them.  They  were  piepsred>  and  well  knew  bow  to 
receive  them  whenever  tbey  approaobed.  Sbould  tbote 
ladiei,  however,  wbo  bad  made  thoiMeWei  CfMupieuoua 
in  their  petitioRS,  pay  a  visit  to  the  Soa(b,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  say  in  wtuit  maaner  they  would  be  received; 
if  they  were  under  arms,  led  on  by  tbeirholy  priesthood, 
whose  handiwork  was  ao  plainly  to  be  seen  in  every  part 
of  the  whole  transacUon  of  their  deluded  followers,  be 
was  Fearful  that  their  reception  miglit  not  be  so  very  ac- 
ceptablcf  but,  under  any  other  cireufMtances,  he  would 
vouch  that,  against  the  gallanlry  and  chivalry  of  the  South, 
they  would  enternocoaiphint.  He  most  fervently  pray- 
ed that»  if  the  time  ever  did  arrive  when  the  people  itf 
the  North  should  become  so  priestridden  as  to  engage  in 
this  unholy  enterprise,  those  reverend  gentlemen  might 
be  the  first  that  were  sent  on  this  holy  crusade,  and 

K laced  in  the  front  of  the  battle.  He  believed  upon  (heir 
eada  rested  all  the  comequencn  that  mgibt  grow  out 
of  the  conduct  of  the  abolitionistib  u>d  that  their  unholy 
garments  would  be  stained  i^ith  every  drop  of  blood  that 
would  be  spilt  in  thiadeapicable  contest,  whether  by  eivil 
war  or  from  servile  Insurrection. 

He  was  not  apprehensive  that  that  class  of  politicians 
would  ever  be  able  to  inflict  any  real  or  extenwve  injury 
on  the  people  of  the  South)  no,  the  people  of  that  sec- 
tion of  country  defied  all  the  efforts  of  all  the  abolttioD- 
iats  in  the  world)  tbey  were  fiilly  prepared  for  them 
now,  and  were  dally  beeomii^  more  so.  Tliey  under* 
stood,  full  well,  the  onbolv  ambition  of  the  pneathood 
wbo  had  kindled  up  this  flame  to  the  East  and  North, 
and  who  were  now  engaged  in  taking  the  advantage  of 
the  ignorant  women  and  boys  throughout  the  country. 
Look  at  the  petitionai  what  one  was  not  headed  by  a 
priest  of  some  denomination  or  other,  and  filled  up  in 
part  of  women  and  children,  adults  and  boys?  A  strict 
police  waa  only  oeccasary  to  proclaim  Iheir  approach, 
■  and  the  measure  of  their  iniquity  was  iamedialeiy  meted 
out  to  them. 

But  there  was  another  reaaon,  an  apprehen^n,  a  se- 
rious, solemn  apprehension,  a  dresd  of  hiAy  horror  felt 
by  every  intelligent  statesman,  uhoie  heart  bad  ever 
throbbed  with  a  patriotic  emotion,  for  (be  bonda  that 
bind  together  this  sacred  Union. 

Let  the  first  step  be  taken  here,  let  the  first  blow  be 
struck,  the  first  enactment  made  here,  on  that  subject, 
revenge  and  dissolution  of  these  Slates  would  be  the 
wa^cry  from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Sabine,  from  the 
Balize  to  Mason  snd  Dixon's  line.  No,  sir,  you  cannot 
act  upon  this  subject  here.  Whtnerer  it  was  settled, 
he  had,  on  another  occasion,  declared  that  it  would  not 
be  within  these  wall^  nor  upon  paper,  oor  parchment, 
nor  by  pact,  nor  compacts.  The  very  first  attempt  ilo 
legislate  on  it  would  sever  this  Union  into  fragmenU) 
and  it  waa  ignmnce,  idle,  worse  than  stupidity  itself, 
for  gentlemen  to  shut  their  eyes,  and  affect  blindness  to 
ibe  consequences  that  must  necessarily  ensue  from  such 
an  sttempt;  and  he  had  little  sagacity,  indeed,  who  did 
not  foresee  in  this  set  the  inevitable  downfal  and  pros* 
trattoB  of  our  whole  political  fabric.  Yes,  sir,  in  the 
disnlution  of  this  Union  would  end  the  fairest  republic 
that  ilie  world  had  ever  beheld,  and  its  downfid  be  hail- 
ed with  tranaport  and  joy  by  the  kingdoms  and  pope- 
doms of  the  earth.  Can  we,  then,  sit  silent  and  see  the 
germes  of  our  dissolution  planting,  and  sprouting,  and 
menacing  the  entire  overthrow  of  our  national  existence* 
Sir,  ((aid  he,)  no  voice  should  be  silent  on  such  an  uc- 
csnon.  The  people  abould  be  aroused  from  one  end  of 
the  nsiioD  to  the  other,  and  the  dangers  that  imperilled 
then  procl»mcd  in  a  loud  voice. 


[H.or  R. 


These  clerical  mtsehief-makers,  these  sacerdotal  pan- 
ders, ahould  be  well  watched.  It  was  a  cofert  move- 
ment, in  bis  opinion,  with  them  to  insinuate  the  influence 
of  their  church  in  State,  and  to  enslave  mankind,  like 
their  predecessors,  wbo  had  flooded  all  Kurope  and  Asia 
for  three  centuries  with  Christian  blood,  and  consigned 
to  the  fagot  and  the  flames  three  hundred  thousand 
sou1%  victims  of  that  heartless,  merciless  tribunal,  the 
inquisition.  'An  ambitious  clergy,  in  all  ages,  bad  proven 
the  greatest  curses  to  nations!  quietude  and  happtnesa 
of  mankind,  and  had  been  productive  of  more  calamitiea 
to  the  human  race  than  any  one  other  cause  yet  bnnwn 
to  the  history  of  the  world.  Like  the  element  of  fire* 
the  clergy,  in  their  proper  and  appropriate  sphere,  might 
prove  a  blessing  to  mankind)  but  when  they  left  tbat 
sphere,  all  history  had  proved  that  their  iitfluenee  waa 
more  destructive  than  the  consuming  flame.  Tbetr 
march  over  the  human  mind  was  clandestine,  and  their 
influence  furtive}  their  most  efiectual  enemy  had  ever 
been  an  exposition  of  their  designs,  when  -tlieir  feeble- 
ness became  asapparent  as  their  motives  were  execrable^ 
When  the  world  once  saw  their  designs  in  their  true 
characters,  they  had  never  failed  to  become,  not  only 
objects  of  contempt,  but  of  diwuit  and  detestatioo. 
They  sbould  be  the  last  on  earth  to  tamper  witli  the 
rights  of  an  intelligent  people. 

The  slaveholding  States  would  regard  the  first  attempt 
to  legislate  on  that  subject,  in  the  District  of  Columbis, 
as  an  "  entering  wedge"  to  further  lepslatioR  for  other 
Territories  and  Slates  of  this  Unionj  and  -he  would  warn 
gentlemen  to  pause  before  Ihejr  took  the  first  step  in  a 
matter  more  momentous  in  national  importancr,  by  far, 
than  the  Revolution  by  which  this  nation  gsined  its  in- 
dependence, and  established  on  the  ruins  of  arbitrary 
power  the  freeat  republic  for  the  protection  and  pres- 
ervation of  constitutional  liberty  tliat  is  recorded  on  the 
pages  of  modern  or  ancient  history.  Let  gentlemen 
pause,  then,  be  repealed,  before  tbey  gave  the  least 
countenance  or  toleration  to  a  practice,  or  measures, 
fraught  with  a  train  of  evils  and  calamitiea  lint  unborn 
generations  might  yet  live  to  deplore.  As  wisdom  pro. 
claimed  that  the  first  spark  that  fell  that  threatened  a 
conflagration  should  be  immediately  exttnguisltcd,  so 
true  policy  proclaimed  that  the  first  step  about  to  be 
taken  thai  threatened  the  very  existence  of  our  Feder- 
al Government,  and  to  produce  consequent  evils  that 
no  human  tongue  could  foretell,  should  be  opposed  and 
thwarted  upon  its  very  thre^old.  For  one,  be  bed 
ever  been  disposed  to  sliow  them  not  the  least  counte- 
nsnce,  here  or  elsewheret  and,  so  help  him  God,  ha 
never  would,  so  long  ss  he  entertained  the  least  regard 
for  (his  Union  snd  the  preservation  of  our  present 
form  of  government,  which  that  subject  threatened 
with  such  immediate  and  imminent  danger. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Uassachu- 
setts,  [Mr.  ABixa,]  he  thought  in  the  aioeerity  of  hia 
heart,  as  he  had  before  intimated,  wu  doing  his  eonslit- 
uen(^  and  the  Northern  snd  Eastern  people  generally, 
the  greatest  injury,  ss  well  as  injustice.  If  (said  be) 
this  course  of  things  is  persisted  in,  whether  fur  politi- 
cal effect  here  or  elsenliere,  it  will  be  impossible,  in 
future,  such  will  be  the  prejudices  it  will  excite  at  the 
South,  for  any  gentleman,  merchant  or  otherwise,  from 
the  North  or  East,  to  reside  in  any  one  of  the  Southern 
States,  or  even  to  travel  through  any  one  of  these 
Ststes,  many  of  which  hsve  hitherto  been  to  them 
the  mere  abodes  of  hospitality  and  kindness,  with- 
out being  suspected  as  a  spy  or  servile  sgitator,  and 
put  to  the  greatest  inconveniences.  Such  would  be 
the  effect  of  this  very  misguided  course  pursued  by 
his  own  countrymen.  Sir,  this  is  a  practical  view  of 
the  subject  tliat  I  take,  and  in  which  I  believe  that  the 
continued  agitation  of  this  subject  by  (he  aboliliuniita 
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must  cTentuftlly  ftnd  inertUbly  mult,  tnd  which  At  no 
distant  dty  would  amount  to  tn  entire  non^intercourse 
between  iIicm  two  communities.  He  would  here  nk 
if  ibtt  enterpristng  people  were  prepared  to  do  any 
thing  thit  would  w  much  contribute  to  oppose  their 
interest  m  private  citizeni|  and  to  deatroy  their  great- 
est prosperity?  If  tbey  were  a  prudent,  tttinkin){  peo- 
ple, they  could  not  be  blinded  longer  by  a  designing 

Jtriestfaood,  or  ambitioust  jealous  politicians.  The  pro- 
ect,  therefore, -or  these  deluded^  ignorant  fanatics 
would  Clearly  be  more  injurious  to  their  own  neighbors 
than  to  those  whom  they  sought  to  affect,  but  who  were 
Aft  ai  private  person^  placed  beyond  their  baneful  in- 
flueneei  and*  at  soch,  it  was  out  ortbeir  power  to  affect 
their  private  property  or  (heir  pertonsl  safety.  It  was 
only  in  a  nAional  point  of  view  that  they  could  sffect 
the  South,  and  that  by  destroying  this  Union,  which 
composed  this  grrat  and  benign  Government  under 
which  we  lived)  by  effecting  which  they  themselvca 
were  obliged  to  be  the  greatest  losers.  Let  any  rtates- 
msD  examine  the  subject,  and  that  fact  would  be  de- 
monstrated beyond  controversy.  Why,  then,  should 
that  deluded  and  miserable  set  of  ^itators  receive  the 
countenance  of  the  North  and  East,  more  than  from  tlie 
South,  wlilie  their  efforts  were  sb  well  calculated  to 
cripple  their  best  interests  and  check  (heir  growing 
prosperity. 

It  is  impossible  that  (bat  sagacious  people,  heretofore 
ao  much  famed  for  their  foresight  and  intelligence,  should 
now  bec'ime  so  ateeped  in  prieB(craft,  superstition,  and 
prejudice,  as  not  to  be  lunger  able  to  see  their  glaring 
impolicy,  and  the  total  subversion  of  their  best  interest, 
b^  their  perseverance,  in  the  wild,  impracticable,  and 
visionary  bourse  pursued  by  their  priesthood,  in  their 
abolition  cfTortf.  Truly  degenerate  must  the  sons  of 
those  revolutionary  fathers  of  New  England  be,  who 
contributed  so  much  in  effecting  the  glorious  independ- 
ence of  this  great  republian  empire.  And  is  it  possible 
that  these  hardy  sons  of  the  North  and  East  should  be 
so  delinquent  in  duty  as  to  require  now  to  be  spurred  on 
by  the  petitions  of  adults,  women,  and  school  children? 
Sir,  the  whole  subject  is  farcical,  onginsttd  by  the 
priesthood,  to  scquirc  distinction  and  political  notoriety; 
such  a  one  as  shotild  meet  the  contempt  and  udicule  of 
the  sturdy  sons  of  democracy  of  (he  Esst,  North,  and 
South,  and  sudi  as  should  be  indulged  only  in  the 
dreams  of  old  maids,  grannies,  and  children.  There  ia 
not  an  idea  connected  with  any  pait  of  the  subject  that 
deserves  the  name  of  manliness,  and  becoming  the  con- 
sideration of  an  inicltigent  statesman. 

Are  these  people  yet  to  learn  to  weigh  the  conse- 
quence of  a  severance  of  this  Union,  and  psrticutarly 
when  fiinatioism  and  anti-slavery  become  the  avowed 
cause?  Have  ibey  yet  to  count  the  cost  and  anticipate 
the  loss  of  Ibis  mad  project?  Are  (hey  still  ignorant  that 
a  non-intercourse  law  would  be  (he  lmmedia(e  conse- 
quence of  a  separation  of  the  (wo  sections  of  this  coun- 
try ?  Are  (hey  no(  aware  that  commercial  regulations 
would  be  immediately  entered  into  by  the  South,  with 
the  European  Powers,  on  more  advantageous  terms  than 
h  it  now  had  with  themf  Would  not  Great  Britain  jump 
St  such  a  proposition!  and  embrace  with  avidity  the  man- 
ifold advantages  that  the  would  realize  frum  the  acquisi- 
tion of  BUdi  measures?  Then,  sir,  what  would  become 
of  your  manufactories  to  (he  North  and  Esit?  From 
what  country  would  you  get  your  raw  materials,  partic- 
ularly cotton?  Where  would  you  find  a  market  for 
your  fabricated  materials?  Yuur  coarse  cottons  and 
woollens,  that  are  now  consumed  almost  exclusively  by 
tbe  slaves  of  the  South'  Surely  Northern  politicians 
must  have  taken  but  a  bird'a-eye  view  of  this  subject, 
who  can  eren  connive  at  such  a  course  of  suicidal  poli- 
cy.  There  would  nceeasanly  be  a  perfect  sisgnation  in 


every  branch  of  your  manufaeturet,  and  seenei  of  da> 
tress  and  confusion,  want  and  penury,  would  fulW  in 
thick  succession,  hitherto  unknown  to  any  put  ol  the 
population  of  this  country. 

But,  itr,  (said  he,)  (hese  are  not  all  of  (he  ohouiin 
that  sucti  a  policy  would  inflict  on  those  unfortauis 
people.  In  whoae  hands,  he  would  sik,  wts  no*  plicH 
nineteen  twentieths  of  (be  shipping  of  tbii  counirjl 
Certainly  in  those  of  the  good  people  of  the  Nortbud 
Eaat.  What,  sir,  would  become  of  tbem  and  tbeir  coo- 
mcrce  at  such  a  lime?  Where  would  you  find  emfAoj- 
ment  for  your  sailen  and  seamen,  excluded  from  (he 
Southern  ports  and  Southern  trade?  Tour  lUppDj; 
would  be  lefl  to  rot  in  your  uwn  ports  and  hsrlMn^ud 
your  sesmen  to  prowJ  through  your  cities,  in  btgpij 
and  want.  Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  would  be  tbe  intriltble 
effects,  in  my  humble  judgment,  of  a  non-intercoune 
law,  passed  by  (be  Sou'hern  States,  on  the  intemtol 
tbe  North  and  East;  and  to  such  it  must  come  it  Im,  if 
tbe  North  and  East  are  to  blended  wUb  saptrdilioBul 
ftnaticism  as  to  give  countenance  to  the  Quixotic  pis' 
jecis  of  tbe  sbolitiuniats. 

It  is  in  vain  for  them  to  flatter  (lienMeWes  (^  ik 
Southern  people  would  prefer  the  contimiince  of  Diii 
Union  to  a  surrender  of  their  right  to  their  propttir, 
under  sny  conditions  or  circumstsncei  that  might  be 
proposed  by  foreign  interference  or  fanaticil  tgilitini. 
No^  (here  was  not  a  member  in  that  Howe  iron  ibt 
South  that  would  pause  a  moment  in  prefcrring  tbe  in- 
violable retention  bis  right  to  his  property  (ot  on- 
tinusnce  of  this  Union*  and  should  that  qucMion  mt  it 
made,  which  was  now  threatened  by  the  cbuvciaof 
the  petition  on  your  table,  gentlemen  deceived  ibta- 
selves  rgregiously,  if  they  expected  to  hear  one  dimi- 
ing  voice  in  any  Southern  or  slaveboMing  Stsle  of  tHi 
Union.  He  could  assure  the  House,  however  maeb  tkcf 
might  be  divided  in  relation  to  men  and  ^itract  poliiid 
prmciples,  (ba(  on  that  subject  at  least  there  «u  but  or 
sentiment  prevalent  throughout  every  slaveholdincStnt 
of  this  Union,  so  far  as  his  informKion  extended.  !■ 
fBC(,  a  man  who  paused  in  a  decision  on  (hs(  subject,  it 
.the  South  would  be  deemed  and  treated  as  a  Irtiior.  Be 
implored  honorable  gentlemen  from  dl  se diom  of  tlx 
Union,  if  they  had  any  lurking  doubts  or  suipiaoDi  oi 
(liat  aubjeot,  fbrtliwitb  to  discard  them.  The  vhde 
scheme  was  impractic^lc,  short  of  the  bloodieil  eird 
and  religious  war  that  bad  ever  been  witnened  or  tt- 
corded  in  tbe  history  of  mant  and  before  it  could  be  ef- 
fected, the  fairest  portion  uf  this  ftvored  land  of  repub- 
lican freemen  would  be  truly  converted  into  "i  hovlinf 
wilderness."  And  were  consequences  like  ibeie  H 
present  no  barrier  to  the  wjld  enihusia&m  of  s  fiend-like 
fanaliciem?  He  called  upon  gentlemen  upon  all  Hdein 
(he  House  to  pause  well  before  tbey  took  tbe  fint  tlf 
(o  give  countenance  to  tbe  insanity  of  these  hum 
madmen. 

Mr.  B.  said,  so  far  as  be  was  interested,  itvouldDOt 
make  the  least  difference  to  him,  as  a  private  inini  '* 
live  in  a  separated  or  a  united  Governmenit  bot  u  i 
public  man  and  an  American  statesman,  be  fek  tbe  detp- 
est  interest  for  tbe  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  asd  tbe» 
cred  fraternity  of  the  States;  and  it  was  (ba(  to  vlsu 
we  must  all  come  at  last  if  this  question  ever  giinfo 
ascendency  in  the  Coi-greu  of  the  United  Slitei-  Tbe 
South  would  be  compelled  to  decide  ahelher 
would  give  up  their  own  properly  or  tbe  Union. 
there  a  single  man  in  the  nation  so  ignorsnt  u  net  to 
know  what  would  be  their  unanimous  decikion  «n 
subject?  Sir,  said  he,  1  repeat  it,  without  fcsr  oftM- 
tradiction,  that  there  is  not  a  man  to  tbe  SouiboriH 
Potomac  that  would  not  be  looked  on  ass  (laiior,  tw 
would  betUate  in  deciding  aga'mst  tbe  e<>nt<"<^, 
this  Union  underauchdegndingcircuiwtaaees.  ases 
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4ie  eould  not  Ihre  amonpt  ui^  Mid  It  it  for  the  Eutern 
nd  Northern  sboBtioniMs  to  preM  ui  to  mfce  this  most 
td  decition.  Wbat,  then,  will  be  theircondition?  Will 
hey  have  libermted  one  ilkTO  more'  Will  it  not  be 
lUced  further  out  of  their  power  ever  to  do  this?  Will 
hey  not  hive  to  decide,  too,  on  this  grcftt  allernatiTe? 
Vil)  they  not  htve  to  decide  wbetber  they  will  remain 
nembertof  this  Union  with  the  aUrebolding  States,  or 
o  separate  from  them  in  consequence  of  their  continuing 
o  hold  their  slaves?  Sir,  let  them  look  to  tlidr  com* 
nercfr— their  mtnafoclories.  Let  them  look  to  a  non- 
ntereourse  with  the  Southern  Stalest  snd  what  «ill  be* 
lome  of  these  i^reat  sources  of  wealth,  enterprise,  and 
tven  sustenance,  to  a  great  part  of  their  population? 

To  a  New  England  man  human  nature  cannot  con- 
seire  a  project  more  suicidal  and  aelf-immolating  than 
hat  now  agitated  by  the  religious  fsnaties  and  priest* 
lood  of  the  Eastern  and  Northern  States.  But  such  a 
lolicy  could  only  be  expected,  when  politicians  were 
irompted  to  action  by  the  exhortations  of  women  and 
:hi)dren.  It  is  not  in  the  Beld,  nor  is  it  in  the  cabinet, 
vhere  the  counsel  of  lovely  woman  has  been  found  most 
lotentt  to  adorn  her  aex,  she  is  destined  for  a  difTtfrent 
ipheref  and  it  is  for  the  want  of  men, 

"  That  women  become  moM  mannlah  pnwn, 
And  a«ume  the  part  that  men  abould  act  alone." 

He  would  tell  the  abolitionists,  not  a  single  object  that 
hey  contended  for  could  they  accomplish,  short  of  a  civil 
var,  and  one,  too,  that  would  drench  the  fitirest  fields  of 
bis  great  republic  with  brothers*  bloodi  and  that  they 
ire  stupid,  silly,  idle,  creatures  who  dream  of  the  con- 
rary.  Where,  then,  will  be  found  their  women  and 
:hildren,  who  crowd  this  House  with  mlly  petitions^ 
Habere  their  priesuf  In  the  tented  fleMf  No,  sir,  but 
ikulking,  shivering,  shrinking  from  danger  and  responsi- 
lility,  and  even  then  denying  the  part  that  they  had  once 
Aken  in  getting  up  this  tragic  drams.  Will  their  wo- 
nen  then  be  seen  in  (he  field,  amid  the  clanger  of  arms 
ind  the  shouts  of  victory,  or  beard  in  the  cabinet  with 
he  cries  of  their  children  around  them?  Let  the  hardy 
tons  of  New  Kngtand,  who  have  had  little  or  nothing  to 
lo  with  getting  up  this  exeiteawnt,  but  on  whom 
ilone  the  brunt  of  war  would  rest,  if  acted  out,  answer 
his! 

They  have  never  heretofore  required  the  cries  of  their 
children  and  the  exhortations  of  their  women  to  urge 
hem  on  in  the  defence  of  their  rights.  He  looked  on 
.he  whole  of  the  present  attempt  of  the  prieslbciod  and 
Lbolitionistl  as  a  libel  «l  their  charaeteri  and  b«  believed, 
IS  he  had  every  reason  lo  hope,  ihst  it  would  be  ulli- 
stately  proven  so.  No;  they  knew  too  well  that  their 
rights  had  not  been  invaded  by  their  brethren  to  the 
South — not  even  threatened  by  them^  and  he  would  not 
Tor  a  moment  believe  (hat  that  intelligent  people  would 
sver  plunge  this  country  into  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war, 
to  gratify  the  base,  cunning,  and  ambitioua  designs  of  an 
inprinoipled,  igoorant  priesthood,  who  dared  to  speak 
ilone  through  lEeir  wonen  and  oUUren,  and4hus  to  in* 
itigate  to  false  action  men  whom  they  would  not  meet 
hce  to  face,  and  measure  reason  aipiiilat  reason  on  the 
impolicy  and  evil  consequences  of  their  acts. 

But  (said  Mr.  B.)  this  is  no  new  mode  with  the 
priests  to  insinuate  the  influence  of  church  in  stste.  It 
las  been  by  the  acquisition  of  such  influence  over  the 
'*  weaker  vessel,"  the  Imbecile  and  ignorant  of  all  ages, 
that  they  have  succeeded  in  enslaving  mankind,  which 
nothing  bu(  the  ligtit  of  reason,  the  progress  of  seienoe, 
ind  the  rapid  march  of  universal  intelligence,  have  con- 
tributed so  much  to  dispel. 

If  there  be  any  that  yet  doubt  of  the  baneful  effects  of 
this  unwarrantable  interference  of  the  church  in  the  af- 
Tairs  of  state,  let  him  cast  his  eyes  over  the  history  of  the 
middle  ageti  let  him  view  through  that  mirror  through 


which  is  reflected  a  scene  of  blood  and  carnage  that  de- 
luged the  barrens  of  both  Europe  and  Aria  for  four  cen- 
turies with  blood,  and  have  in  vain  challenged  the  his- 
tory of  the  world  for  s  parallel,  and  let  him  answer, 
when  have  similar  causes  failed  to  produce  like  elTecIs? 

Mr.  Speaker,  (said  he,)  I  am  no  alarmist.  I  would  to 
God  I  cuuld  allay  this  apirit  of  fanaticism  and  folly,  and 
that  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  in  (his  land,  could 
view  it  in  all  its  native  deformities.  It  poisons  every 
fountain  of  sodal  intovoarse,  and  breathes  over  the 
whole  circle  of  its  malign  influence  a  blighting  and  with- 
eringexhatation,  before  whose  pestiferous  blast  all  nature 
seems  to  sicken  and  decay. 

But,  sir,  perhaps  I  have  dwelt  long  enough  on  this 
psrt  of  this  disturbing  subject.  At  least  I  have  my  own 
conviction  of  the  indelicate  if  not  the  more  unenviable 
situation  that  honorable  gentlemen  assume  here,  who 
per^  in  presenting  these  petition*,  and  urging  their 
consideration  on  this  House — a  situation  that  no  honor- 
able member  could  be  desirous  to  covet,  however  fond 
he  might  be  of  noturiely.  He  had  always  regretted  ex- 
ceedingly, whenever  he  had  seen  an  honorable  member 
of  that  House  rise  and  announce  his  iiitentiun  to  present 
a  petition  of  that  character.  He  thought  it  much  more 
fitting  and  patriotic  in  honorable  members  to  putall  such 
in  their  pockety  or  return  them  to  their  dehided,  ribort- 
sighted  autlKHif  or,  perhaps  to  those  wily  priests  who 
had  been  more  instrumental  in  getting  them  up.  Yes, 
sir,  better,  far  better,  would  the  venerable  and  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  serve 
the  clause  of  liberty,  religion,  and  the  peace  and  perma- 
nence of  this  Goverenmcnt,  were  he  to  return  ihem  to 
his  ooostituenls,  whether  men,  or  women,  or  diildren, 
and  warn  them  of  the  perils  and  dangers  that  they  pro- 
voked by  their  follies.  Let  him  go  and  convince  them 
of  the  impracticability  of  their  Utopian,  visionary.  Cru- 
sade against  the  rights  of  Southern  men,  who  would 
sooner  see  their  fields  and  their  forests  deluged  with 
blood  than  yield  to  such  a  foe  one  particle  of  that 
sacred  right  that  they  had  inherited  from  their  fathers 
under  their  constitution,  and  held  without  molestation  for 
the  better  half  of  a  century..  Let  hiih  teach  these  con- 
stituents (for  uninformed  they  must  be)  how  revolting  it 
is  to  the  feelings  of  honorable  men  to  have  impudent 
strangers,  totally  ignorant  of  their  situations  or  con- 
ditions, to  intrude  on  their  deliberation,  and  undertake 
to  dictate  to  them  in  what  manner  they  ^ould  treat  a 
subject,  or  dispose  of  it,  in  which  they  have  not  a  single 
interest  and  of  which,  from  the  very  nature  of  things, 
they  cannot  have  any  thing  like  correct  information. 
Let  him,  air,  return  with  bis  idle,  self-immolating  pe- 
titions, and  endeavor  to  dispel  from  the  eyea  of  thtne 
weak,  deluded  petitioners  the  trsnce  that  has  been  so 
ingeniously  imposed  on  them  by  an  ambitious,  cunning, 
designing,  but  dastardly  priesthood,  whose  predecessors 
have  done  so  much  mischief  to  mankind  through  all 
agea,  without  liasarding  the  Grat  hem  of  their  garments 
in  battle.  Let  him  show  what  all  hiatory  has  proven  to 
be  the  consequences  of  a  religious  war,  and  that  such 
must  be,  if  persisted  in  by  them,  (and  they  can  stir  up 
enough  to  effect  it,)  the  unqnestionably  inevitable  result 
in  the  present  case. 

Let  no  man  deceive  himself  in  the  nature  of  this  extra- 
ordinary project  of  fanaticism.  There  may  yet  grow  out 
of  its  scenes  (hat  which,  in  enormity,  will  by  far  outstrip 
those  enacted  by  the  Christian  and  Turk  in  the  twelRIi, 
thirteenth,  and  fourteenth  centuries)  and  with  what 
final  benefit  to  the  Christian  world,  let  history  speak. 
Yes,  sir,  proceed  with  your  fanatic  designs,  and  you 
may  light  up  a  blaze  of  even  a  religious  war,  that  may 
end  in  the  extermination  of  one  portion  or  the  other  of 
our  fairest  countrymen.  Will  the  Chriitiansuf  the  South, 
whose  rel'gion  it  is  to  bold  slaves,  yield4a  their  lore  for 
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their  religion  ind  piety  to  thow  or  the  Nortb,  who  have 
thui  undertaken  to  pm  sentence  of  eooilemiuition  on 
them?  No.  Vuu  will  find  Mine  or  our  oldest  tnd  ablest 
men  of  (be  cburch,  who  bsre  (Frown  gnj  ondrr  their 
present  Institutions,  where  slavery  is  tolerated,  takinr 
the  Aeld  in  resiatince  to  the  usurpetion  and  insolenoe  of 
their  roreisn  invsders,  in  der<>nee  of  their  religioii,  tbcir 
rigfits,  aad  their  property.  The  church,  too,  may  not 
cseape  the  shock  that  some  of  their  desigrning  prieaU 
may  have  intended  alone  for  state,  by  which  the  found- 
ation of  their  pre^iaiet  and  q^teepaeia  may  be  shaken 
to  their  eenlresi  and  it  may  shortly  iMCome  necessary  for 
the  South  to  prescribe  the  limiu  to  these  miniatcrial  in< 
cendiaries  and  their  unholy  abettors.  To  such  a  state  of 
frenxy  bare  they  alretdy  ezeited  the  indiptant  feelings  of 
the  people  of  the  South,  that  suapteloii  amounti  to  the 
conviction  of  sny  aospeeted  of  being  an  incendiary.  The 
forma  of  a  trial  have  been  diapented  with,  and  will  be, 
under  this  state  of  etcitementt  aixl  the  accused,  though 
innocent,  by  the  msdness  snd  folly  of  abolitionism,  may 
be,  in  the  liurry  of  the  excitement  that  they  hare  cre> 
•ted,  dragged  to  an  ignominious  puaishinent. 

1  will  again  repeat,  (continued  Mr.  B.,)  that  those 
Ignorant  creatures  knew  not  what  they  bad  been 
doingt  some  of  them  were  not  even  acquainted  with 
the  extent  of  the  miachier  that  they  had  t>een  induced 
by  others  to  set  on  footi  in  fact,  none  vere  more  igno- 
rant than  ibemaelvea  of  the  true  nature  of  the  subject, 
tbat  they  had  presumed  to  dictate  to  this  House  in  what 
manner  they  should  acL  He  hesitated  not  to  ssy,  when 
this  subject  spprosehed  to  extremes,  that  Its  mischieft 
would  recoil  on  the  beads  of  itt  authors^  though,  per- 
bapi^  at  the  expense  of  the  hsppiness  and  lives  of 
thousands  stH)  tens  of  thousands  of  better  souls.* 

Before  Mr.  Smvii  had  concluded  his  speech,  (as 
rlran  entire  in  preceding  pages,)  he  gave  way  to  Mr. 
TATLOR»  on  whose  motion  ibe  House  adjourned. 

TUUDAT,  Jaxuakt  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  aereral  amendments  were 
made  to  the  journal  of  yesterday,  the  purport  of  wliich 
was  to  give  a  more  definite  description  of  the  sundry 
petitions  presented  by  him  in  relation  to  the  abolition  of 
slarcry  in  the  District  of  Colanbia. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  DAVIS  moved  a  suapention  of  the  rulei.to  enable 
bim  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Retohedt  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutioni, 
propositions,  or  papers,  relatiiig  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  sUvery,  or  to  the 
abtdition  of  slavery,  absll,  without  being  either  printed 
or  referred,  be  laid  on  the  tsble,  and  that  no  further 
action  whatever  shall  be  Iiad  thereon. 

Mr.  D.  called  for  the  yeas  snd  nsys  on  the  motion  to 
suspendt  which  were  ordered,  and^  being  taken,  were: 
Yeas  lOS,  nays  78— not  two-thirda. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  ibe  rule. 

FREEDOM  OF  ELECTION. 
SercrsI  reports  having  been  made  from  the  standing 
eommitteea,  and  befure  the  reports  of  committees  were 
eoneludeil— 

Mr.  USLL  rose  and  said  that  be  did  not  wMi  to 
interfere  with  the  reguhr  reports  of  committees,  but 

"  In  justice  to  the  miniiters  of  the  Baptist  and  Meth- 
odist churches,  from  the  best  Information  had  on  the 
subject,  they  hare  had  but  little,  if  any  thing,  to  do 
Witt)  getting  up  this  fanatical  excitementi  and,  in  the 
South,  it  is  believed  tbat  they  are  i^nanimously  opposed 
to  every  step  that  the  fanatics  hare  taken  in  rebtim  to 
afaolitioa.— JtUe  bjf  B. 


that  he  would  nowmore  for  leave  to  briag  lathe  bi^ol 
which  be  had  given  notice  the  other  diy,  to  iccMttt 
freedom  of  election. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  said  tbe  motion  was  not  so*  isorie, 
but  that  it  would  be  in  order  for  the  (eitleau  bm 
Tennessee  to  submit  tbe  motionat  any  um  *ke%  oato 
the  rule  regulating  tbe  "orderof  buMwaiertkeJi^," 
it  would  be  in  order  for  him  to  submit  s  notion  nuf 
other  subject. 

Mr.  BELL  ssid  he  was  under  tbe  neeesiilj  of  nibf 
a  question  on  this  point.  He  had  given  mriicear  tb 
motion  the  other  day,  because  he  could  procare  u«p- 
portunity  to  bring  in  a  resolutioa  which  iBftitKeaa> 
pli^  tbe  object.  He  thought  that  be  wsi  Mtitledu 
make  the  motion  at  tbts  time.  He  did  aol  fr^Micaiv 
to  offer  a  resolution,  but  a  subititate  far  a  repottt  iti 
if  the  Chair  was  not  tatisGed  that  be  had  a  lightsito 
do  at  the  present  time,  be  must  beg  have  to  nMi 
few  remarks. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  had  looked  carefully  inloiltf 
question,  and  it  was  his  de«sion  that  the  DKition  m 
not  in  order  at  thta  time. 

Mr.  BELL  appealed  from  this  detMon,  nd  enttni 
at  some  length.  Into  his  reasons  fwaodoisg*  Thenle 
under  which  he  had  given  notice  vt  this  aofiaQ  mfc 
87ih  rule,  which  is  in  the  following  termi: 

*'  Every  bill  shall  be  introduced  by  motioa  for  \an, 
or  by  an  order  of  the  House,  on  the  report  of  i  cos- 
mitteei  and,  in  either  case,  a  committee  to  prepirtik 
same  shall  be  appointed.  In  cases  of  a  generti  mlatt, 
one  day's  notice,  at  teaat,  ^alt  be  gtrn  «f  Ike  tdm 
to  bring  in  a  billt  and  every  sneh  aolioa  ■vbeo* 
mitted." 

There  were  two  modes,  Mr.  B.  said,  nn-ler^iiral^ 
of  getting  a  bid  before  the  House,  and,  in  eltberell^il 
must  be  done  by  tbe  order  ofthe  Houiei  and  em 
reported  in  the  morning  were  received  underilK 
of  the  House.  The  same  law,  the  sane  retiaa,  ladlk 
same  rule,  almost  literally  governed  both  csk*.  Btu 
bills  were  embraced  under  tbe  ssne  mtl^  and  tkeo<K- 
renee  was  the  same.  Upon  what  priRcaplert>iii|>>< 
the  Chair  had  decided  that  a  notion  for  lean  Ubt»[ 
in  a  bill  should  not  be  asiigned  tbe  asBoe  hourutiuer 
reports'  By  what  means  could  a  distinction  be  n«i> 
the  two  cases^  The  decision  not  only  P'*'P'*™ 
time  for  a  day,  but  might  postpone  it  totbecsdnW 
session.  He  appealed  to  tbe  nsgaanhaiiy  snd  mw^ 
juatiee  of  the  Houtei  and,  if  that  was  not  nBwVi^ 
appealed  to  the  right  of  deliberation  in  thii  How.  » 
hoped  that  his  charsctcr  there  was  100  wellfcrnwi* 
admit  of  the  supposition  that  he  would  bring  brvvoi 
frivolous  measure,  or  one  the  object  of  which 
to  fpy«  him  an  opportunity  of  making  a  fasnnEwm 
ephemeral  effect  here  or  elsewhere. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  grounds  of  hb  dectfMH 
iheHouse.  He  premised  byaaylngthattbiseuiiff^ 
proceeding  in  this  Heose.  From  the  otgsinatioa  oi  w 
Government  (1789)  to  tim  present  period,  u fcmP 
cedents  had  been  searched,  but  few  casM  »  " 
found  (he  believed  but  two  or  three)  of  bilU  brwi|»" 
on  motion  for  leave)  and  these,  so  fsr  u  ««f  ""^^ 

Siearr,  had  been  brought  in  by  general  coBKnt,  awj^ 
isrred,  $ub  rikntio,  to  a  committee  of  the  H""*; J!! 
Chair  had  looked  in  vain  for  precedents,  io  the  ^ 
proceedings  of  the  House,  to  ud  him  in 
proper  to  be  taken  on  this  oecanoD.  He  >»<> 
none,  and  had  been  thrown  back  to  the  ^netf"^^'^ 
construction  which  it  was  proper  sliooW  be  P"*™^ 
these  rules.    In  fixing  this  conatruction,  he  bad  "fPJ^ 

the  principle  ^miliar  in  legal  pr<***^'"P'''f?T*-niiiii 
stnietion  was  to  be  plaoed  upon  tbe  aUlule 
give  cffiect  to  every  part  of  if,  prorided  it  be  """^ 
of  such  coMiniction,  and  not  to  plioe  loeh  ■  csv^ 
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ion  upon  one  put  u  would  totilly  abrngftte  and  Miml 
mother,  and  render  it  inoperative. 

ThiB  is  i  •«  motion"  for  "  leave  to  brinp  in  a  bill."  It 
a  made  under  the  rule  which  provide!  that  "  every  bill 
(ball  be  introduced  by  motion  for  leave*  or  by  an  order 
if  the  Houae  on  the  report  of  a  committeet  and,  in  either 
:ase,  a  committee  to  prepare  the  bill  thall  be  appointed. 
In  caaea  of  a  general  nature,  one  day's  notice  at  l«aat 
ihaU  be  Riven  of  the  motion  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  every 
lueh  oiotion  mm  be  conrmtted."  At  what  lime,  and  at 
what  atage  of  Uie  daily  proceedlngi  of  the  Rouae,  b  it 
D  order  to  make  this  motion^  The  rufei  prescribe  a 
larticular  "  order  of  buaineaa  of  the  day,"  for  every  day. 
The  Speaker  is  firat  to  <*  oause  the  journal  of  the  pre- 
»ding  day  to  be  remd,"  and  no  other  motion  or  buai* 
less  can  be  interposed  until  this  is  done.  **  As  soon  aa 
the  journal  it  read/'  "  reports  first  from  the  standing 
md  then  firom  the  select  oommitteea  sfaall  be  called  for 
ind  disposed  of;  resolutions  shall  then  be  called  for,  and 
llspnaed  of  by  the  same  rules  which  apply  to  petitions." 
"  And,  after  one  hour  shall  have  been  devoted  to  reports 
from  committees  and  resolutions,  it  shall  be  in  order  to 
sroceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day."  It  la  further  provi- 
led  that  "  the  business  specified  in  the  two  pTVceding 
rules  [the  raiding  of  the  journal,  reports  from  commit- 
lect,  and  Ksolations  or  motions]  shall  be  done  at  no  oth* 
!r  fnrt  of  the  'da^,'*  except  during  the  morning  hour. 
Upon  the  meeting  of  the  Hoase  this  morning,  the  jour* 
lal  of  "  the  preceding  day  was  read,"  as  required  by  the 
rulest  **  reports  from  standing  committees  were  then 
sailed  for,"  as  required  by  the  rules.  A  part  of  these 
reports  have  been  made,  and  a  part  remain  to  be  made. 
At  th'w  stage  of  the  proceedings  a  member  arises^  and 
proposes  to  intermpt  and  arrest  the  call  for  reporls  TrDm 
lommitiees,  broffering  to  submit  **  a  motion"  for  **  Irave 
»  bring  in  a  bilk"  Can  ttda  motion  be  entertained  at 
.his  tireie^  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  it  cannot,  without 
I  palpable  violation  of  the  rule  quoted.  If  it  can  be  en- 
tertained at  tbia  atagre,  upon  the  same  principle  it  could 
lave  been  entertained  immediately  upon  the  meeting  of 
:he  Hmise  this  morning,  snd  before  the  "journal  of  the 
preeedintf  day  was  read.** 

Hie  rules  prescribe  a  particular  order  in  Wbicb  the 
business  of  the  House  shall  be  transacted.  They  provide 
I  division  or  allotment  of  time,  and  set  apart  au  hour  on 
racfa  day  within  which  a  particular  class  or  description 
)f  "  business  shall  be  done,"  and  expreaaly  declare  that 
rhis  class  or  description  of  business  **  shall  he  done  at  no 
Mher  part  of  the  day."  The  order  of  business  thus  pre- 
icribed  ii^  1st,  that  tbe  "journal  of  the  preceding  day 
iliall  be  read)"  3d,  reports  from  committeesi  and,  3d, 
•esolutions  and  motions  shall  be  called  for  and  disposed 
3f  according  to  a  prescribed  order*  and  after  the  expirs- 
Lion  of  one  hour,  devoted  to  business  of  this  character, 
t  shall  be  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 
These  are  the  express  requisitions  of  these  rules.  It 
rnay  be  asked,  at  what  time  can  this  "  motion  for  leave 
:o  bring  in  a  bill,"  be  made?  Tbe  answer  to  furnished 
>y  the  rule  itself.  After  reports  from  committees  are 
made  and  disposed  of,  "resolutions  shall  then  be  called 
for"  from  the  several  Slates,  in  tbe  order  of  the  States, 
IS  prescribed  in  the  rule.  The  mrmber  must  wait  until 
hia  State  shall  be  called,  and  it  shall  be  in  order  for  him 
to  move  a  resolution,  or  make  a  motion,  and  then  it  will 
)e  regular  to  entertain  this  motion.  This  is  tbe  only 
proper  time  to  make  the  motion,  unleiis,  by  a  suapenuon 
of  the  rules,  which  requires  a  vote  of  two  thirds,  it  shall 
be  allowed  by  the  House  at  another  hoar  of  tbe  day. 
But  it  is  Bugi;ested  that  resolution,"  the  term  used  in 
the  rule,  is  not  a  motion.  They  belong  to  the  same  clan 
of  business.  A  resolution  is  in  the  nature  of  a  motion, 
and  a  motion  in  the  nature  of  a  resolution,  and  in  the 
practice  uf  the  House  they  bare  been  invaiiably  treated 


and  aeted  on  u  synonimoos.  For  example,  when  the 
States  are  called  for  resolutions^  it  has  been  the  constant 
practice  to  make  motions  to  print  documents,  and  on  va* 
rious  other  subjects.  A  motion  is  an  unwritten  resolu- 
tion, and,  when  submitted,  is  reduced  to  writing  and  is  re* 
corded  on  the  journal.  This  objection  is  technical,  and 
not  substantial,  if  it  be  not  so,  then  we  must  come  to 
the  absurd  conclusion  that,  by  the  rnles,  there  is  no  time 
at  which  motions  are  in  order.  By  this  construction, 
both  rules,  tbe  one  giving  the  right  to  a  member  to 
''submit  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,"  and  the 
other  prescribing  the  **  order  of  bimness  of  tbe  day" 
during  the  mommg  hour,  have  their  full  operation,  llw 
member  has  a  right  to  make  this  motion,  but  he  must 
wait  until  the  lime  arrives  when  it  is  in  order  for  him  to 
do  it.  If  a  contrary  construction  be  givent  if  a  member 
hu  a  right  at  any  time  of  the  day  to  make  the  motion 
proposed,  then  the  rule  prescribing  the  **  order  of  busi> 
neu  of  tbe  day"  istpractioally  abrofrsted  and  reacinded. 
If  this  motion  may  be  made  at  a  period  of  the  day  to  in> 
terrupt  and  arreat  the  call  for  reporta  from  committees^ 
and  the  call  of  the  States  for  resolutions  and  motions  in 
the  order  of  States,  as  prescribed  by  the  rule,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  it  from  being  made  before  the  jour- 
nal of  the  preceding  day  has  been  readi  and  to  permit 
either  would  be  totally  to  change  and  revolutionize  the 
settled  order  of  buriness  of  this  House.  What  would  be 
the  consequences  which  would  follow?  The  member 
making  the  motion  for  leave  would  have  a  right  to  de- 
bate it.  He  would  have  .a  right  not  only  to  state  the 
character  of  the  bill  which  he  asks  leave  to  bring  in,  but 
to  discuas  its  merits.  He  rosy  debate  it,  if  he  chooses, 
through  the  day.  Other  members  may  also  debate  it, 
in  favor  or  against  "  the  motion  for  leave"  to  bring  it  tof 
and  thus  the  rMulsr  and  established  order  of  business 
under  these  rules  would  be  deranged  and  set  asidh'at 
the  will  of  any  one  member,  at  any  period  of  tbe  day, 
when  he  chooses  to  make  a  "motion  for  leave  fd  bring 
in  a  bill."  The  daily  reports  made  by  commilteca  would 
be  arrested,  not  only  for  one  day,  but  as  long  as  tbe  de- 
bate on  tbe  motion  msy  continue.  All  resolutions  and 
motions,  pending  and  undetermined,  at  well  as  those  to 
be  offered,  must  be  postponed,  and  precedence  g^ven  to 
this  motion.  There  is  nothing  in  the  rule  authorizing 
this  motion  to  be  made  wbicb  makes  it  a  privileged  mo- 
tion, to  take  precedence  over  til  other  busint-ss;  and  to 
permit  it  to  be  made  so  would  be  not  only  to  change  the 
mode  and  order  of  doing  business  in  this  House,  from  the 
first  Congress  to  the  present  time,  but  to  put  it  in  the 
pover  of  individual  members  to  obstruct,  delay,  and  pre- 
vent action  on  tbe  other  business  of  the  House. 

By  restricting  the  right  to  make  this  motion  to  tiie 
proper  hour  for  submitting  motions  or  resolutions,  all 
confusion  and  derangement  of  the  "order  of  tbe  busi- 
ness of  the  House"  will  be  avoided.  The  motion,  when 
submitted  in  proper  time,  will  be  subject  to  all  the  rules 
which  apply  tu  other  motions  and  resolutions)  and  thus 
the  business  of  the  House  will  go  on  regularly,  and  ac 
cording  to  the  established  practice  and  usages  of  the 
House. 

To  illustrate  further  to  what  practical  results  a  con- 
trary decision  from  that  which  had  been  given  would 
lead,  the  Speaker  stated  that  it  was  only  "in  cases  ofa 
general  nature"  that  one  day's  notice  of  this  motion  was. 
required.  In  cases  not  of  a  general  nature,  no  notice  of 
the  motion  wss  required.  Suppose  a  member  hss  a 
petition  and  a  resolution  whl^h  he  desires  to  present, 
with  a  view  to  have  them  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
House  for  a  report  and  bill,  for  tite  relief  of  his  constitu- 
ents. '  By  the  rules,  petitions  can  only  be  presented  on 
petition  d*y,  being  tlie  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the 
House  in  each  week(  and  then  only  as  the  States  are 
called  io  their  order  for  the  presentatipn  of  petitions. 
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The  member  mart  wut  until  petition  d»j,  mi  until  bit 
State  it  called,  before  he  can  pretent  hit  petition.  And 
■o  of  retotutionitnd  motiont:  the  member  mutt  wait  un- 
til the  retolufions  pending  and  undetermined  are  diapoted 
of,  and  his  State  ia  called  for  reaoluliona  and  motiontf  be- 
fore he  ia  entitled  to  tubmit  a  resolution  or  make  a  mo- 
tion. There  it  no  proceeding  of  thit  Houae  belter  et- 
tabliahcd,  or  more  imperatively  required  by  the  nilef» 
than  thit.  But  if  the  eonttraeiion  nov  iniittcdonbethe 
true  one,  that  thit  motion  for  leave  may  be  made  at  tbia 
or  another,  hour  of  every  day,  why,  tlien,  a  member 
hartnr  a  petition  to  pretent,  instead  of  waiting  for  peti- 
tion fi»Y  to  pretent  tt,  hat  only  to.  prepare  a  bill  bated  on 
bit  petition,  and  come  into  th«  Houte  on  any  moming*, 
and  tubmit  hit  motion  for  leave  to  Hiring  in  hit  bill,  and 
may  proceed  to  the  ditcuttion  of  the  meritt  of  the  bill 
which  he  aika  leave  to  bring  in.  And  to  of  a  resolution 
of  inquiry  directed  to  a  committee,  which  he  may  wish 
to  oH'er.  f  nstetd  of  waiting  for  his  State  to  be  called  in 
its  order  for  resolutions,  he  hss  only  to  prepare  a  bill 
embracing  the  objecta  of  bit  rewilution,  and  come  into 
the  House  at  a  time  when  under  the  rulea  he  it  not  au- 
thoriaed  to  offer  reaoluttona  or  make  motions,  and  sub- 
mit his  **  OMition  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill,**  and  pro* 
eced  to  diacmt  it.  Every  membo*  may  in  like  manner 
tubmit  motmnt  for  leave  to  bring  in  bilit,  and  any  mem- 
ber may  submit  as  many  motions  of  the  kind  as  he  pleasei^ 
or  at  he  hat  applictiions  for  relief  from  his  eonstituentt. 
Every  one  must  see  that  the  effect  of  tllowing  such  mo- 
tions, except  at  the  rrgular  time  of  making  motiont, 
would  be  to  annul  and  set  ande  the  rulet  preacrilMng  the 
**  order  of  bunneia  of  the  day,'*  and  to  overtorn  and 
wholly  change  the  ettablished  and  uniform  practice  of 
the  House  in  the  trantaction  ofita  businett. 

But  it  it  astumed  that  this  '*  motion  for  leave"  may  be 
made  when  reportt  of  committeea  are  called  fur,  because 
it  it  said  the  same  rule  provides  for  reportt  of  committeea 
and  for  the  motiont  for  leavei  and  it  is  insisted  that  bills 
cannot  be  reported,  even  by  a  committee,  except  by  "an 
order  of  the  Houae,"  end  *'  in  either  caie  a  eonmitlce 
to  prepare  the  aame  thai!  be  appointed."  It  it  mid  that 
in  evei^  case  of  t  bill  reported  by  a  committee,  though 
DO  motion  it  formally  put,  "  an  order  of  the  House"  it 
presumed  to  be  made  to  authorize  the  committee  to  re- 
port the  bill.  This  error  arisea  from  not  adverting  to 
the  fact  that  by  another  rule  of  the  House,  subsequent 
in  the  dale  of  its  enactment,  the  standing  committees  are 
autburixed  to  *'  report  by  bill  or  otherwise,"  without 

an  order  of  the  Houte."  The  rule  ttaelf  is  the  order 
of  ibe  Houte.  That  rule  It,  that  "  the  several  standing 
committeea  of  tbr  Houae  shall  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise."  Committees  under  this  latter  rule 
have  a  right  to  report  bills  without  any  other  previous 
"order  of  the  House."  The  same  rule  does  nut  apply 
to  "  motions  furlrave  to  bring  in  a  bill."  The  inference, 
therefore,  that  when  it  it  in  order  for  a  committee  to  re- 
port a  bill,  it  is  in  order  fur  a  member  not  acting  by  or- 
der of  any  committee  to  submit,  not  a  bill,  but  **  a  mo- 
tion for  ieave  to  bring  in  a  bill,"  ia  erroneous.  IVe 
must  not  confound  **lhe  moiiun  fur  leave"  with  the 
bill  which  is  to  follow  ifthe  motion  be  agreed  to  by  the 
House.  This  is  a  motion,  not  a  bill.  The  motion  it  one 
thing,  and  the  bill  which  is  to  follow,  if  the  motion  be 
agreed  to,  another.  The  member  does  not  rise  and 
present  a  bill  to  the  Houte,  at  committeei  in  their  re- 
ports dn{  but  he  tubfflits  a  motion  for  leave,  which  mo- 
tion it  the  question  before  the  House;  and  the  quebttun 
still  recurs  at  what  time  this  motion  may  be  made.  There 
it  nothing  in  the  rule  authorizing  it  which  givrs  it  pre- 
cedence over  other  motions  or  reports  of  commitlept, 

?rior  in  point  nf  time,  and  entitled  to  be  first  considered, 
'lie  policy  of  our  rules  and  the  prsctice  under  iliem 
hare  always  been  to  employ  the  agency  of  committees 


organiied  by  the  Houte  to  originate  and  bring  in  bills. 
All  the  bilU  ever  brought  into  this  House  have  been  re* 
ported  by  committees  of  the  Houae,  with  the  exceptim 
of  a  very  few  caaea,  (he  believed  not  exceeding  two  or 
three,)  when  bills  had  first  been  brought  in  "  im  ontion 
for  leave, "  and  then  referred  to  a  committee  to  prepare 
the  tame.  It  doee  not  appear,  in  these  caae*,  bst  that 
the  motion  for  leave  waa  made  at  a  tiow  and  in  a  ala(e 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  when  Ibe  member  had 
a  right,  under  the  rules,  to  make  it.  We  cannot  pic- 
aume  that  it  waa  made  at  any  other  time.  We  have 
committees  oi^nized,  with  their  respective  duties  and 
jurisdiction  prescribed  and  defined,  to  whom,  by  peti- 
tion, resolution,  or  motion,  tubjecti  are  referred.  TImk 
commillces  have  a  right  to  report  by  lull,  wUbout  **aB 
order  of  the  Hoate,"  or  any  question  tafceo.  No  at- 
dividual  member  has  this  rij^t.  There  tt  nothing  which, 
in  any  view  of  the  question,  can  give  to  tbia  BKHion  pre- 
cedence over  reports  and  other  motiont  and  reaokitioos. 
It  is  allowed,  it  it  true,  to  be  made,  but  it  can  only  be 
made  in  proper  time.  It  is  but  a  motion,  and  not,  asbsi 
been  assumed,  a  substitute  fur  a  report.  No  nenber 
can  constitute  hiawelf  a  mad  cooiBtittee,  and  bring  into 
the  House  a  substitute  for  a  report  It  camot  beat* 
tigned  the  stme  hour  allotted  to  report^  beeavae  a 
tion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  is  not  a  report,  and  cu- 
not  take  precedence  over  repmtib  or  of  reaolutioosor 
motiont  which  are  prior  in  point  of  time,  and  entitled 
to  be  first  considered. 

The  one  day's  notice.required  to  be  given  of  this  mo- 
tion, **  in  cases  of  a  general  nature,"  does  not  aotborize 
the  motion  itself  to  be  made  out  of  time  and  in  n^iAm 
of  the  preBcrtbed  order  of  buainesa.  Tbe  notice  "in 
cuet  of  a  general  nature"  only  enables  tbe  OMvcr  to 
make  the  motion  at  the  lime  when  motions  may  be  made 
under  the  rules.  Without  tbe  notice,  *'in  <iases  ef  a 
general  natu^,"  the  motion  cannot  be  made,  evea  wbra 
it  would  be  otherwise  in  order  for  the  member  to  make 
it.  The  analogy  between  tbia  and  another  rule  of  this 
Houae  requiring  one  day's  notice  of  a  motioa  is  atriUog. 
That  rule  it,  that  "no  standii^  rule-or  order  cf  the 
House  shall  be  rescinded  or  changed  without  oae  dty^ 
notice  being  given  of  tbe  motion  therefor."  A  loeMber 
givet  notice,  under  this  rule,  that  be  will  on  to-morrow 
submit  a  motion  to  rescind  one  of  the  rules  of  the  House: 
is  he  thereby  entitled  on  to-morrow  to  tubmit  his  motion, 
before  it  is  in  order  to  make  a  motion,  and  tbua  ^vc 
precedence  to  it  over  all  other  reaoluttona  and  nutioBs 
pending  and  undetermined,  and  by  their  ptforitj  in  point 
of  time  entitled  under  the  rulfs  to  be  fint  eraeideicd.' 
Certainly  not.  The  practice  an  thispoint  baa  been  Isag 
settled.  The  motion  can  only  he  Dwde  at  such  time  as 
ibfi  member  making  it  would  have  the  r^ht  to  move  a 
resolution,  or  make  a  motion  on  any  other  anbject,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules.  The  notice  in  both  casea  removes 
a  disability,  and  oonfen  no  privilege  which  can  rive  pre* 
cedence  to  these  motiont  over  aU  other  resolutHKU  and 
motions  which,  under  tbe  rules,  are  autbcHriied  to  be 
made.  There  is  no  analogy  to  be  found  in  tbe  pmeecd. 
ings  of  the  other  branch  ol'  this  Lf gislaturr,  where  tbe 

Kractice  has  been  allowed  to  brin^  in  bills  on  motitHia  for 
•ave,  because  tbe  rules  governing  the  proceedings 
that  body  differ  radically  from  ours.  There  it  no  allot- 
ment of  ptrticular  hours  of  time  in  each  day  in  tbe  Seutr, 
tuchaaour  rules  preaeribe,  within  winch  oertManpeci- 
fied  butinrsB,  of  particuUr  claatet,  and  in  a  spetified  or^ 
der  of  time,  shall  be  transacted,  and  at  *'  no  other  part 
of  the  day."  The  complaint  upon  thegroundof  thede- 
lay  which  will  be  produced  in  making  this  tsotion,  hj 
restricting  ii  to  tbe  time  when,  umler  the  rules,  it  shall 
be  in  ordrr  to  make  it,  applies  equally  to  alt  the  fitber 
business  before  the  Houte.  The  rules  operate  equally 
on  all  the  members  of  the  House,  and  prescribe  a  fixed 
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ordsr  in  wMeh  buiineMof  different  elBMibill  bctnnt- 
acted.  No  bualncM  eui  re^Urlf  be  done  out  oT  order. 
For  example,  reporia  ftre  called  frooa  cooin^tteea  every 
norniag.  A  report  U  mule  which  nvei  rise  to  debtte. 
It  must  be  6rst  diiposed.  of  berore  it  is  in  order  for  other 
committeet  to  m«ke  reports.  So  of  resolutions  or  Bio- 
tions.  After  repiwu  are  made  and  dispMcd  of,  the 
SUtei  artt  eallod  for  reidutioM  or  mottom.  A  resolu- 
tion is  offered  which  ffirea  rise  to  debate.  It  must 
be  first  disposed  of  before  it  is  in  order  for  any  other 
member  to  offer  %  resolution.  The  member  wishing 
to  make  a  report  or  offer  a  res^ion,  may  with  the 
same  propriety  compbun,  on  the  ground  of  delay,  be- 
cause be  cannot  be  permitted  to  do  le  until  the  pending 
report  or  resolution  made  before  him  shall  have  been  dis- 
posed oU  u  In  this  case  he  can  compbin  that  he  cannot 
msketbis  motion  until  other  burineM,  hannrpteoedence. 
has  been  disposed  of.  It  ii  the  natural  andneeesnry  op- 
«ratiaa  of  the  rules.  Ifa  member  submit  a  resolution  or 
other  proposition,  when  in  order  for  him  to  do  so,  which 
fires  rtse  to  a  long  debate,  it  may  be  tneonTenient  for 
other  members  to  wait  until  it  shall  be  disposed  of  be- 
fore tbey  can  bring  forward  propoaitiona  or  motions 
which  they  desire  to  make,  and  yet  erery  one  knows  that 
tfaeiy  are  eompelkd  to  do  ao.  So  of  other  buiiness  on  the 
calendar.  A  bill,  for  example,  is  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion. A  member  i>  desirous  to  take  up  and  consider  an- 
other bill  on  the  calendar,  but  be  cannot  do  so  until  the 
bill  before  the  House  is  disposed  oft  and  yet  the  delay 
produced  by  a  long  debate  on  the  bill  first  in  order  may 
be  inoonvenien^  and  may  operate  to  delay  and  defeat 
action  on  much  of  the  other  badness  on  the  calendar  of 
the  House.  There  is  no  way  to  prevent  this.  The  bun- 
ness  first  brought  forward,  as  a  general  rule,  is  first  hi 
order,  and  most  be  first  dispoaed  of.  The  inconvenience 
of  delay  of  important  measures  may,  in  many  oases,  exist, 
but  it  cannot  aher  or  change  tbe  rules  of  the  House, 
which  are  imperative  in  their  terms.  It  was  for  these 
reasons,  briefly  stated,  tttat  he  had  felt  himself  oonttrsin- 
cd  to  make  this  deeiHoo.  Itwas,besaid,nottbefirattime^ 
doriay  Ua  service  in  that  ohair,  that  it  had  become  bia 
duly  to  decide  new  sod  complex  queationa  of  order,  r^ 
ed  for  the  first  time  in  the  histoiV  of  our  proeeedingst 
questionj  upon  which, -of  course,  there  are  no  precedents 
to  guide  or  ud  us  in  the  decision  to  be  made.  He  had 
often  beretafore  felt,  as  he  now  fel^  tbe  delicacy  and 
high  reoponsibility  of  the  duty  wbieh  devolved  upon  him. 
But  on  ttiis,  as  well  as  on  all  occasions,  be  bad  this  con- 
solation :  that  if  he  had  fallen  into  error.  Ibis  House  had 
only  to  indicate  by  ita  vote  what  its  judgment  wast  *nd, 
if  differing  from  his  own,  he  should  always  take  sincere 
pleasure,  in  tbe  future  administration  of  the  law  of  this 
House,  in  conforming  to  the  judgment  or  decision  of  the 
House,  whatever  that  judgment  or  decinon  may  be. 
The  decision  of  the  Chair  had  been  pronounced.  There 
is  an  appeal,  and  the  qtienUoo  on  the  part  of  the  Chair  is 
submitted  to  the  House. 

At  tbe  Bug^eation  of  Mr.  MBRCEB,  Mr.  BELL  with- 
drew his  motion  till  all  the  eomndttew  ahmild  have  noMle 
their  reports. 

At  a  Bttbaequant  part  of  the  day, 

Mr.  A£LL  renewed  bis  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill. 

The  3PBAKEB  awdbe  wu  about  to  atate  that  tbe 
hour  devoted  to  repoMs  had  elapsed,  and  that  it  was 
therefi>re  his  duty  to  announce  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Hr.  BELL  wished  to  inquire  whether  tbe  half  hour 
which  had  been  spent  in  taking  the  yeas  and  nays  was  to 
be  considered  as  a  component  part  of  the  hour  devoted 
to  resolutions  and  reports. 

The  SPEAKEB  sud  that  tbe  uniform  course  had  been 
lo  commefMa  the  eomputaiiim  of  tbe  hour  from  the  mo* 
■ncnt  at  wbiph  repor la  were  first  called  for. 
Voa.  XUI.— 85 


Mr.  BELL  aaid  be  then  gave  no^ce  Ibst  he  would  to- 
morrow again  ask  leave  to  Introduce  this  bllK 

EXECUTIVE  ADMINISTKATION. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  connderstion  of  the  res- 
olution (originally  offered  by  Mr.  Wise)  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union, 
as  follows: 

AesoW,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  messsge 
as  relates  to  the  *  condition  of  the  various  executive  de- 
partments, the  ability  and  integrity  with  whioh  they  have 
been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of 
the  public  business  in  all  of  them,  and  the  causes 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  whidi 
they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation,'  be  ftc 
ferred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine  member^ 
with  power  to  send  f»  persons  and  papers,  and  with 
instrocfiona  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  vanooa 
executive  departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with 
which  they  have  l>een  conducted,  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  pubHc  business  baa  been  discharged  in  all  of 
them,  and  into  all  eautes  of  complaint,  ftom  any  quar- 
ter, at  the  manner  in  which  said  departments,  or  their 
bureaus  or  ofllee%  or  any  of  their  olBeen  or  agents  of 
every  description  whatever,  directly  or  indireetly  con- 
nected with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficial- 
ly, in  duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  ful- 
filled or  failed  to  accomptish  the  objects  of  their  creation, 
or  have  violated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  im- 
paired the  public  service  and  interest;  and  that  said 
committee,  in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  such  periods  of 
time  as  to  them  may  seem  expedient  and  proper.** 

The  question  pending  was  the  following  amendment 
submitted  by  Mr.  PBAaox.  of  Rhode  Island:  Strike  out 
all  after  the  word  "Resolved,"  and  insert  ihe  following: 

"Thst  ao  much  of  the  President's  message  as  is  in  tbe 
following  words,  to  wit;  '  Before  concluding  this  paper, 
I  think  it  is  due  to  the  various  executive  departments  to 
bear  testimony  to  U)eu>  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the 
alnlity  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conduct, 
ed.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a 
vigilantand  fiiitbful  discharge  of  the  public  husiijeaai  and 
it  is  gratifyii^  to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just 
eaose  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation'— 
be  referrM  to  a  select  committee  of  nine  member^  with 
Inatruetiou  to  inquire  into  any  specific  causes  of  eon- 
plaint  which  may  be  alleged  against  the  integrity  of  tbe 
administration  of  any  of  the  departments  or  their  bu- 
reaus, or  the  vigilance  and  fidelity  with  which  their  du- 
ties have  been  discharged)  and  that  said  committee  have 
power  to  send  for  personi  and  papers." 

Hr.  HAMER  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but  gave  way, 
on  request,  to 

Mr.  FRENCH,  who  said  he  wished  to  have  read  to 
tbcHouseageneralpropontion,  which,  he  hoped,  would 
meet  the  views  of  gentlemen  on  all  sides.  The  piqiar 
m  question  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Senbed,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as 
is  in  the  following  worda,  to  wit:  "  Before  concluding 
this  paper,  I  think  it  due  to  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments to  bear  testimony  to  their  prosperous  condition, 
and  to  tbe  ability  and  integrity  with  which  tbey  havs 
been  conducted.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all 
of  them  a  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public 
busineu)  ana  it  is  gratifying  to  me  lo  believe  that  there 
is  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  tbe 
manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  (heir 
creation" — be  referred  to  five  select  committeer,  (one 
for  eact|deiiartment,)  to  consist  of  seven  members  each, 
with  instructions  to  inquire  Into  the  manner  in  which 
the  duties  pertaining  to  tbe  several  executive  depart- 
ment!^ and  thdr  reipcetive  bureaus,  have-  been  fo- 
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formed,  under  the  several  Uwt  ilefining  ftnd  regulitinB> 
the  Mmri  into  all  fr»ud!<,  corruption,  and  kbuteii,  which 
are«  or  Trom  any  quarter  may  br,  alleged  to  exist  in  said 
departmenla,  or  any  of  them,  or  in  their,  or  any  of  their, 
mpectiTC  bureaus  under  the  preaent  adroinittrationt 
atul  if  any  neh  fraudi*  oomiption,  or  abutea  rxitt,  to 
inquire  by  whom  eominHted  or  pracliat  d,  and  the  injury 
thereby  done  to  the  poblie  interest  t  and  lliat  each  of 
aaid  committeea  bare  ibc  power  to  aend  Tor  penou  and 
papers. 

The  SPEAKEB  said  the  resolution  which  had  been 
read  was  in  the  nature  of  a  motion,  and,  of  course,  was 
not  before  the  Houie. 

Mr.  HAMER  then  rose  and  concluded  bla  remarks,  as 
given  in  extmto  lieretofore. 

After  Mr.  HAvsa  concluded, 

Mr.  HeKEON  obtained  tlie  floor,  but  gave  way  to 
enable  the  House,  by  general  eonaenl,  to  take  up  the 

MINT  AND  COINAGE  BILL. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  acts  regulating  the  mint  waa  then  read  and 
concurred  in,  turn,  am. 

The  Houae  tbeo^joumed. 

WlBKlSDAT,  jAHVAir  11. 

SURPLUS  RBVEKUK. 

Mr.  CAUBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  of  Waji 
and  MeBn%  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  on  the 
subject  of  the  surplus  rcrenue.  Tbe  title  of  the  latter 
was  **a  bill  to  reduce  tbe  revenue  of  the  United  States 
to  the  wants  of  the  Government." 

Mr.  OWENS  remarked  that  as  this  was  a  very  iropor> 
tant  report,  w  well  as  the  accompanying  bill,  he  would 
move  that  both  be  readf  which  wu  agreed  to. 

The  bill  and  report  wenf  then  read  by  the  Clerk. 
Thebmiiaafolkiwti 

**  A  bill  te  reduce  the  rereoae  of  the  United  Slate*  to  the 
vanta  of  the  Government. 

"Be  Uenaded,  &e.,  That  from  and  after  the  30th  day 
of  September  next,  in  all  cases  where  duties  are  im- 
poeed  on  foreign  imposts  by  the  act  of  the  14lh  of  July, 
■1833,  entitled  *  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  tbe  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imposts,*  or  by  any  other  act, 
ihall  exceed  twenty  per  centum  on  the  value  thereof, 
one  third  part  of  such  excess  shall  be  deducted;  from 
and  after  the  31st  of  March,  1838,  one  half  of  the  reu- 
due  of  such  excess  shall  be  deduetedt  and  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1838,  the  other  half  shall  be  deducted, 
any  thing  in  the  act  of  3J  uf  March,  1833,  to  tbe  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  U  ftaiher  cnectei/,  That  from  and  af- 
ter the  30th  of  September  next,  the  duties  on  salt  sad 
coel  shall  be,  and  tbe  same  are  hereby,  repesled." 

•The  bill  having  been  twice  read,  and  the  reading  of 
the  report  being  concluded— 

Mr.  CAHBRELENO  moved  that  the  bill  be  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  the  bill  and  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  said,  as  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  one  of  the  minority  of  that 
committee  upon  this  subject,  he  hoped  he  mi^t  be  per- 
lOiUed,  in  the  outset,  to  express  bis  entire  dissent  from 
tbe  principles  laid  down  both  in  the  bill  and  In  the  report. 
.  Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  this  is  a  measure  of  great  impor- 
lance— 4o  less  than  a  bill  to  reduce  the  revenues  of  this 
country,  which  were  proposed  by  the  law  of  1832  not 
to  be  reduced  till  t8i3{  that  is,  in  five  years  and  a  half 
from  this  time.  It  was,  he  repeated,  e  bill  to  bringdown 
the  revenues  of  the  country,  m  the  short  period  of  eigh- 
teen months^  u  mueh  as  waa  proposed  by  tbe  lav  of 
1833  ui  ftra  yean  and  a  half.  He  iriibed,  therefor^  tho 


members  of  the  House  to  reflect  for  a  momenf  opoa  tbe 
principles  contained  in  that  report,  and  those  cnatnted 
In  the  bill,  lie  put  the  qneation  to  the  mcerixnoF  thit 
Hooae,  whether  there  was  any  sertou*,  anf  ibtdiif  r«|. 
ing  there  that  that  bill  was  to  become  the  law  of  tbe  kid. 
litis  question  should  be  answeredt  for  the  bin  woT  n 
much  importance  that  it  wasanceessarydotytbilHaK 
owed  to  the  couirtry  tbat  it  should  be  adriied  ihttaNh 
legislation  wu  contemplated  upon  the  great  iatcfaurf 
the  country. 

What  waa  to  be  tbe  effect,  merely,  of  riaplr  report- 
ing tlua  bill  now  f  It  was  to  create  a  panic  from  ooe  tid 
of  the  country  to  the  other.  What  wai  it*  pmetit  sitt, 
from  Maine  to  Gemgiaf  What  wu  the  state  of  on 
ftnaneea?  How  did  they  stand  with  reference  to  pecuMff 
facilities^  Why,  that  in  all  the  great  commerciil  eitinal 
the  Eaat,  (and  ttc  understood  it  to  be  wone  aod  higWt 
in  the  new  States,]  money  was  from  fifteen  to  tvenire 
thirty  per  cent,  pier  annum.  Sir,  said  be,  thett  ii  il- 
ready  a  panic,  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  eonditini  n 
which  the  fi  nances  of  tbe  country  had  been  pbced,  ud 
tbe  efl'ect  of  the  propomtion  then  before  Oe  Bwn  n 
to  increase  that  panieiand  bowf  Yon  cove  does  bet, 
snd  propose  a  reduction  upon  all  ariteksof  iaport  if 
tea  per  cent,  in  six  months,  ten  per  cent  iktc  ti  n 
months  thereafter,  and  ten  per  cent  more  io  (be  tm 
ing  six  months. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  raised  tbe  pciot  of  orfcr, 
whether  tbe  merits  of  tbe  biO  were  open  le  d^it 
this  incipient  sti^. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  would  go  threiq|fa  m  oneaoMiL 

[Cries  of  Go  on!"  **  go  on!'*  ffom  sereitl  pvti  d 
the  House.] 

Mr.  MANN  renwrked  that  the  debase  wai  nlii^ 
irregularj  but  if  the  House  were  dispoied  tbtt  it  rixaU 
go  on,  it  could,  of  courar,  ao  order. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  said  he  intended  to  conclude  ka 
remarki  by  moving  to  Iqr  the  biU  on  tbe  tifak.  He 
proceeded.  He  wished  to  appeal  to  a  few  gerthMs  i 
that  House  oa  the  subject.  He  appealed,  ihe%  to  AeBip- 
resenutives  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvanii,  the  pir- 
pose  of  ascertaining  whether  this  bill  be  a  party  em- 
urci  he  hoped  it  was  not(  but  be  appealed  to  tbeeta- 
bera  from  that  Sute,  and  asked  tbem  if  they  vere  mdf 
to  aanction  and  ad<mt  the  doctrine*  of  that  aad  r- 
port  He  appealed  next  to  the  members  fiw  tbe  SIM 
of  New  York.  He  had  been  told  that  that  StatevMii 
favor  of  tbe  ayttem,  but  he  did  not  believe  it.  HekiK* 
there  were  many  gentlemen  from  that  State  on  tbxt  Ant 
In  favor  of  this  ^atem)  but  a  majority  of  ber  peoplt,  ke 
bad  no  hesitation  in  saying,  ao  far  aa  he  knew  tbeOi  itr* 
er  would  auatain  tbe  doctrinea  aet  forth  in  that  report. 

[Hr.  Haxit  ezckumed,  he  knows  very  little,  tbn, 
about  the  sentiments  of  that  people!] 

Mr.  L.  also  appealed  to  tbe  State  of  duo,  and  to  il 
the  great  and  growing  State*  Of  tbe  West,  if  tbty  bid » 
interest  in  this  question.  Was  (here  a  gentlennn  up" 
this  floor,  truly  representing  his  constituenti,  »bo  vodd 
get  up  in  bis  place,  and  say  be  was  willing  to  plice  w 
whole  industry  of  his  country  upon  the  saw  fmnaiM 
aa  that  of  forewn  Mtiona*  He  could  antidpale thoru* 
swer.  It  would  be  in  the  negative.  He  ipfMtM 
to  New  England,  to  the  wh<^e  of  New  Kngl"^ 
would  appeal  to  the  SUte  of  Connecticut,  whoie  delr|i' 
tion  composed  a  portion  of  the  administratiwi  p*'*T!|' 
that  House,  if  they  would  dare  go  home  to  tbeir  cowt* 
uenta  with  this  report  in  their  bands,  and  sty  to 

this  is  our  doctrinet  we  will  stand  or  fall  by  it." 

Sir,  they  wouU  not  be  sustained  for  anboartrtnty 
did  *o.  When  he  appealed  to  New  Engbwi,  te  im 
aware  there  was  a  diversity  of  opinion  upon  tbiiNbjew 
but  ha  waa  confident  there  waa  no  diflfereDce  of  op^l" 
m  OM  pointi  tad  that  ww^  that  thli  esMHW"- 
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doclion,  brought  forward  at  this  time,  and  under  the  cir- 
cunrntancci,  wit  without  ihe  shadow  of  a  plea  for  it. 

What  had  Ihey  been  toM  bj'the  Seeretary  of  the  Treas- 
lAyf  What  did  the  departmenti  nyF  Did  not  they  tell 
them  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  revenue  would  full  short 
during  the  present  year?  Did  not  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaiury,  after  making  his  eslimites,  (and  who  knew 
better?)  state  that  the  revenue,  after  tbe  appropriation 
made  on  the  Slst  of  December  next,  would  be  short  at 
least  three  millions  of  doHsrs*  And  «4iat  did  they  know 
about  the  revenue  of  1838?  Who  oouM  ssy  what  would 
be  derived  from  the  eultoma  or  from  the  public  landi^ 
Who  could  tell  what  eontingenciea  might  arise  In  that  in- 
terval? 

'  Again  he  denounced  the  bill  aa  a  monstruui  measure, 
fraught  with  Ihe  most  dangerout  consequences,  and 
whose  effect  would  be  to  weaken,  if  not  break  down, 
the  bonds  of  confidence  and  credit  which  ought  mutual- 
ly to  sobnst  between  men  and  communities.  Be  again 
and  again  reiterated '  his  appeal  to  gentlemen  of  the  ad- 
ministnitton  party  from  Pennsylvania,  Connecticut,  snd 
New  Hampshire,  &c.,  to  come  out  and  avow  if  they 
were  in  favor  of  this  bill,  or  that  they  believed  it  to  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  country.  Mr.  L.  then  went  on  to 
show  that  Ihe  principles  of  free  trade  ought  not  to  be  at- 
tenpted  in  this  country  until  a  corresponding  feeling  had 
been  exhibited  by  Great  Britun  and  the  contihent  of 
Buropc)  for  they  taxed  foreign  articles  most  beanly, 
particuhrty  tobsceo,  bacon  and  ham^  coals,  Ice.  He  was 
rererring  to  the  British  tariff  on  imported  articles,  when 

The  CHAIR  interposed,  and  said  the  whole  tMrits  of 
the  bill  were  not  open  at  that  stage. 

Mr.  LAWRKNCB  wished  to  speak  of  Ihe  effects  of 
sending  this  bill  out  to  the  people,  and,  after  doing  so, 
should  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  CHAIR  bad  merely  apprised  the  gentleman  that 
the  merits  of  the  bill  were  not  open  on  a  motion  to  print 
and  refer  it. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  inquired  if  a  motion  to  reject  it 
would  be  in' order. 

The  CHAIR  replied,  not  in  that  stage. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  Would  it  be  in  order  to  move  its 
indefinite  postponement? 

The  CHAIR.  That  motion  would  be  10  tvdert  but 
the  motion  lo  lay  on  the  table  would  lake  precedence. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  Wouliil  that  motion  open  the 
discussion? 

The  CHAIR  replied,  that  a  motion  to  postpone  indefi- 
nitely i^ned  the  whtde  merits  of  a  pmpotKion. 

Mr.  LAWRBNCB  then  moved  themdefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill. 

Mr.  L.  proceeded.  He  vouM  aanire  the  House  that 
he  would  take  up  very  little  lime,  but  he  simply  wished 
to  Atow  the  House  the  inevitable  efTect  of  adopting  this 
bill.  As  an  Instaince  of  this,  lie  would  advert  to  some 
articles  of  import  imported  into  Great  Britain,  showing 
the  imp<riicy  of  introducing  the  free-trade  system,  into 
this  country. 

-  f  n  England,  ham  and  baoon,  on  Importation,  paid  a 
duty  of  six  cents  a  pound.  UnmanuRictured  tobacco 
sxty-seven  cenU  a  ponnd,  while  manufactured  tobacco 
paid  no  less  than  eight  dollars  a  pound.  Even  coal, 
strange  as  it  might  seem,  for  it  could  be  hardly  con- 
ceived whence  oompetition  in  that  article  could  come, 
pdid  a  duly  of  nine  dollan  a  ton,  or  two  pounds  sterling. 
Talkiw  eandtes  fourteen  cents  a  pound,  while  sperma- 
ceti, of  ivbicb  large  quantities  were  made  in  this  country, 
paid  no  less  than  nHy-six  cents  a  pound. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  eould  go  on  at  great  length,  and  show 
that  on  whatever  interfered  with  the  industry  of  Great 
Britain  she  imposed  -heavy  protective  dutie^  and  the 
continent  pretty  much  followed  her  example.  He  would 
put  it,  therefore,  to  gentleoMiw-to  practical  gentlemen 


especially — whether,  if  the  duties  were  all  taken  off, 
more  would  be  exported  than  at  present'  It  appeared 
to  him  B  solecism,  unless  foreign  countries  did  the  same. 
He  did  not  believe  the  exportation  of  a  single  article 
would  be  increased,  unless  we  first  made  a  treaty,  or 
some  regulations,  in  reference  to  the  article  itself.  Mr. 
Jj.  then  appealed  to  the  cotton  growers,  and  went  on  to 
show  that,  as  Great  Britain  was  extending  her  importa- 
tion of  that  article  from  other  quarters,  she  would  ne- 
eessarily  require  less  from  the  United  States.  The 
quantity,  and  the  quality  too,  from  other  countries  im- 
ported by  her  was  increasing  every  year.  Up  to  Ihe 
30th  of  June,  last  year,  the  quantity  she  imported  from 
Ihe  Ea«t  Indies  was  double  what  it  was  the  year  before. 
Nor  was  that  all;  she  was  now  importing  largely  from 
Egypt,  Peru,  the  Brazils,  and  other  placest  and  the  quan- 
tity, and  quality  from  those  countries  were  immeasorably 
augmenting. 

Hr.  VANDERPOEL  then  rose  and  moved  the  ordera 
of  the  day,  remarking  that  it  seemed  as  if  lUl  the  busi- 
ness of  the  session  biS  to  give  way  to  debates  on  propo- 
sitions in  their  incipieiicy. . 

The  House  refused  to  proceed  to  the  orders:  Ayes 
58,  noes  74.  ■ 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  before  the  gentleman  from  Mana- 
cbusetts  [Mr.  Liwaiacil  prMeeded,  he  wished  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Cnan-  lo  the  103d  rulet  and  lo 
inquire,  first,  if  it  wasnecesary,  under  his  construction  of 
that  rule,  lo  commit  that  bill;  and,  3d,  ifdiscussion  could 
be  entertained  on  the  day  the  bill  was  introduced.  Mr. 
McK.  then  read  the  rule  in  question,  wlilcb  is  in  the 
following  wordsi 

**103.  No  motion  or  pri^Msition  for  a  lax  or  charge 
upon  the  people  shall  he  discussed  the  day  in  which  it 
is  made  or  ofTered,  and  every  such  proposition  duH 
receive  its  first  discussidn  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House."  ■ 

The  CHAIR  said,  if  any  of  the  provisions  of  Ibe  bill 
went  to  create  a  tax  or  charge  upon  the  people,  it  must 
be  committed. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE.  It  is  quite  the  other  way,  sir,  be 
CBive  it  goes  to  reduce  the  taxes. 
'  The  CHAIR  expressed  some  doubts,  as  the  question 
was  one  that  had  not,  to  bis  recollection,  ever  befM« 
been  decided. 

Mr.  MERCER  remarked  (hat  Ihe  motion  to  postpoae 
indefinitely  rode  over  every  other. 

The  CHAIIt.  Suppose  the  previous  question  were  de- 
manded, what  wmukI  be  the  main  question? 

Mr.  MERCER.  The  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely. 
The  CHAIR.  Certainly  not.  It  would  be  on  the 
engrossment  of  the  bill.  The  Chair  then  suggested  that, 
perhaps,  the  beat  mode  of  obviating  any  difficulty  would 
be  lo  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  suffier  the 
subject  to  tie  over  til)  to-morrow,  when,  as  a  report  from 
a  committee,  it  would  be  the  first  businen  in  order  h 
soon  as  the  journal  was  read. 

Mr.  LAWREMCB  had  a  very  few  words  to  say,  and 
if  the  House  would  permit  him  to  proceed,  he  pledged 
himself  not  to  occupy  more  than  three  minutes. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  remarked  ttial  the  former 
practice  of  the  House,  repeatedly  decided,  had  been  to 
commit  such  bills.  He  adverted  to  the  great  advantage 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  over  Ibe  other 
members  (rf*  the  House,  if,  aa  was  the  obvious  intention  of 
the  rule  just  referred  (o,  one  dayl  reflection  were  not 
allowed  upon  this  bill  before  debate  upon  it  progressed; 
since  the  gentleman  was  a  member  of  the  pommlttee 
which  reported  it. 

Though  Mr.  M.  was  not  prepared  lo  go  into  Ihe  de- 
bate, he  could  nevertheless  make  a  very  satisfHCtory 
answer  to  Ihe  question  propounded  to  the  Stale  he  bad 
the  honor,  in  part,  to  repreMnt,  by  the  gentleman  from 
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MuHcbuKtU.  Mr.  SI.  tbcn  weot  oa  to  contend  that 
no  other  conitniclion  could  be  put  upon  tbe  103d 
rule*  iban  that  thte  subject,  and  all  Mbjecta  on  their 
fint  introduction^  •haaU  lie  over  a  day  for  contideration. 
Any  other  interpretation  put  upon  it,  and  U-  inifl[ht  as 
welt  be  erased  from  the  ruin  altoffether.  He  couia  not 
help  admiring  the  ingenuity  with  which  the  gentlenan 
teemed  to  take  time  by  the  forelock,  hurling  hia  denun* 
ciationa  agaioat  a  mcaaure  few  but  bimielf  bad  aeen,  and 
■endii^  out  an  inBammatory  speech  to  the  country,  be* 
fore  any  one  elae  had  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  him. 
Hr.  H.  read  the  rule,  (aa^venabove,)  and  aaked  tf  lan- 
guage could  be  more  plain  or  pontive  Uian  that  auoh  a 
propoaition  cmiM  not  be  dtaeuaaed  on  the  day  of  Ui  in- 
troduetioo.  Why,  the  «ery  object  of  that  rule  waa— 

Mr.  REED  heie  called  the  genlleinan  from  New  York 
to  order,  on  the  ground  that  the  Chair  bad  not  aa  yet 
gircn  ita  deciaiont  and  debate  could  only  be  enfertuned 
on  an  appeal. 

Tbe  CHAIR  repeated  hii  foraer  suggeition,  ae  the 
beat  mode  of  obviating  the  diAcuHy. 

Ur.  LAWBENCB  had  no  objccUon  to  glre  «w  to 
the  ordera  of  the  dajTi  if  it  abould  be  tbe  pkaaim  of  the 

lloute. 

Hr.  CRAIG  hoped  the  Houie  would  order  tbe  report 
to  be  priotedi  ao  that  at  least  other  membera  night  be 
put  in  pomeatiiHi  of  the  aubjeot  they  were  diacoemf . 

Mr.  AUAH9  inquired  if  the  Houae  oould  proceed  to 
the  ordera  before  the  question  on  the  rejeewm  of  tbe 
bill  bad  been  de^ed.  Besidea,  the  bill  had  not  yet 
been  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  it  bad. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  It  has  not. 

Tbe  CHAIR  atated  the  queation.  A  bill  had  been  re- 
ported, and  read  twice.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  OwBKs]  called  for  the  reading  of  the  reporli  after 
which,  a  motion  was  made  by  the  geiilleman  who  intro- 
duced it,  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
atate  of  tlie  Union)  pending  which  motion,  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Maaaacbusetta  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
bill.  Tbe  Chair  aatd  that  it  waa  perfectly  competent  for 
the  House  to  proceed  to  tbe  ordera  of  the  day*  and  the 
Chair  would  take  the  aenae  of  Um  Uoum  upon  that  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  BELL  contended  that  the  Chah*  bad  no  right  to 
cmertaln  any  motion  so  reiterated. 

Tbe  CHAIR  replied  that  it  waa  repeatedly  done.  Mo- 
tiona  were  frequently  made  to  proceed  to  the  ordera  of 
the  dart  which,  being  unsuccessful,  were  afterwards  re- 
peated. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  remember  no  instance  of  tbe  kind- 
Mr.  CAMBRBLENG.  I  harc  done  it  twenty  timca 
within  my  immediate  recollectiont  and  I  have  known  it 
done  when  the  gentlemaa  from  TennesMe  binuelf  [Mr. 
Bau]  filled  the  chair,  and  dwaya  entertained  tbe  mo- 
tions. 

The  CHAIR.  The  House  can  go  to  the  orders  of  the 
day  at  any  time)  and  if  the  motion  be  unsuceeasful  at  one 
time,  it  may  be  renewed  at  anoth«N  Such  baa  been  tbe 
known  pracdce  of  the  Houae. 

Hr.  BELLn  I  enter  my  protest  against  it  now,  what- 
ever may  tuve  been  the  practice  heretofore. 

Tbe  CHAIK.  Tbe  Chair  decides  tbe  motion  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  ibe  day  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  BELL  appeiJed  from  that  decision,  in  orderr  he 
aaid,  to  make  a  few  remarks  against  it.  Mr.  B.  then 
went  on  to  ai^e  tba>,  by  the  deciMoo  of  the  Chair,  tbe 
whole  bunnesa  of  the  House  might  be  arrested,  since  a 
few  members  might  continually  renew  tbe  motion  and 
weary  tbe  House  until  it  aaaenied,  or  arrest  any  discus- 
sion then  going  on.  It  did  not  follow,  that  a  certain 
practice,  which  was  wrong  per  te,  could  be  right  be- 
cauae  it  had  been  occudoiHilly  indulged  in,  and  mflered 


to  pass  tub  nlaUio,  to  use  the  Speaker's  wsidi  ibeMbet 
BAorniag.  Having  oonehided  die  few  wwdi  beMh 
say,  be  withdrew  tua  appeaL 

Mr.  THOMAS  inquired  by  wbemthenolioBliadbtti 
made  to  proceed  to  the  ordera  of  the  day. 

Mr.  MANN  smd  he  had  made  the  motioa. 

Hr.  THOMAS  appealed  to  Mr.  Uah  to  eiibdnv 
tbe  motion  that  the  Houae  proceed  to  the  ordcnoflk 
day.  He  said  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  but  resmibkig 
permit  Uie  membera  who  cempoaadtbemiaBnlysfAt 
Conuoittre  of  Ways  and  Means  to  make  cmbsiliw 
verbally  in  lieu  of  a  report.  Socb  a  ceaiae  had  tai 
often  puraued  in  tbe  Houae  on  grave  oemMai.  hva 
but  a  eourteooa  and  customary  indolgeace.  Ut  ik 
■peechea  of  the  minority  go  forth  with  tbe  fe|Mn  At 
majority,  and  the  public  would  be  putiapawmtl 
both  !^ea  of  the  queation. 

The  C  U  AIR  remmdcd  tbe  icnllenaa  that  the  qM«M 
was  not  debateable. 

Mr.  THOMAS  asked  pemimoa  to  reaiod  the  {Mk- 
man  of  an  hHiance  in  which  the  metiers  of  a  cowiut, 

who  were  in  the  minority  in  tbe  House,  bad  been  mui- 
ged.  He  referred  to  the  case  of  the  bank  caaaAUt  a 
1833.  In  that  caae,  tbe  four  members  oT  the  conadttt 
who  were  againat  tbe  bank  had  been  peroiitted,  \>f» 
most  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  House,  whea  tbe  Itiiwi 
of  tbe  bank  bad  a  decided  muority,  to  sabnut  veiU  a- 

Ekmatima.  Other  inaUnces  couM.  with  fresi  Uaih 
a  referred  to,  but  it  waa  unneceaaary. 
Mr.  MANN  aud  he  wiahed  ibe  mme  opportnai'T 
forded  to  him  that  had  been  given  to  the  geall»u  M 
Tenneaaee. 

The  CHAIR  remarked,  that  if  i^ipeab  wocUkeBt* 
enter  into  debate,  that  debate  must  be  eBaSsfdtsM 
question  of  order.  , , , 

Mr.  MANN  wished  tbe  lame  indulgeKe  ntow" 
him  as  to  others. 

Tbe  CHAIR  would  put  the  question  oa  prooMdi4<* 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  House  again  refuaed;  Ayes  73,  noes  6&. 

Mr.  MANN  then  made  tbe  point  of  order  mueiB^ 

rule*  (w  g'«n  ebove.)  . .  ^ 

The  CHAIR  said  it  did  not  appear  t«^">"l^~^ 
face  of  the  bill,  that  it  required  eomutOMnL  o*' 
propose  an  imposition  of  duties,  and  thereby  a 
charge  upon  the  people?    It  appeared  to  bin 
he  could  not,  therefore,  Uke  upoD  bimsdf  lo  ^'^~f 
it  must  neceasarily  go  to  a  Comnuttee  of  ^^.^ 
That,  however,  waa  a  matter  for  tbe  aoaad 
the  Houae,.  wfao  would  decide  it  upon  iLawsselcy^ 
eocy  or  propiieiy,  as  it  saw  fit.  .    .  u 

Mr.  MAMM observed  that,  from  this  decwaB|M>2 
himself  bound  to  take  an  appeal,  and  upon  utf 
he  was  not  diapoaed  to  enter  largely  into  the  l""^ 
because  it  aeemed  to  him  that  it  waa  ao  obriM  ""^ 
the  103d  rule  of  the  Houae,  and  former 
thereon,  which  must  be  within  the  reoolleeiwo 
gentleman  who  baa  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  ibere 
length  of  time,  that  thia  aubject  might  to  be  cow>|>^ 
Hr.  H.  then  said  Uiat  the  caae  was  not*P^  X 
with  that  which  the  gentleman  from  Haryland  W<i 
dcd  to.    It  would  be  recollected  by  the  P^^i**",^ 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Tbomab.]  that  in  the  caae  of  1« 
committee  tbe  miDurity  brought  in  their  '^P^'.-c. 
nme  time  with  the  majority  t  and  this  had  been  "j*^ 
tice  so  long  as  be  recoUeeted.  Tbat  t»MK,  Ibea, 
a  parallel  one  with  tbia,  ^rfa 

Mr.  CAMBBELENG  observed  tbat  it  P"|^L» 
him  to  atate  tbat  no  report  of  the  miaenty  oi  ^ 
miitee  had  ever  been  preaented  to  the  coowdtf*^"^ 
tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heans.  .j  k  no 

The  CHAIR  remarked  tbat  Uiat  twt  veuld 
bearing  on  the  queation  before  the  Bouac* 
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Mr.  INGBRSOLLt  by  the  permtaaion  of  the  Houw, 
■tkted  that  tbe  ch»irrokn  of  the  Committee  of  Wayi  tiid 
Bfeana  wu  correct  in  vhit  ha  had  aaid.  Mr.  T.  bad 
been  instructed  to  prepare  a  report  on  the  part  of  the 
minority;  but  the  minority  determined,  subaequently, 
that,  beeauK  the  measure  miffht  have  the  appearance 
of  being  brought  in  on  party  coQiidermtiona,  they  would 
make  no  minority  rcpcvt,  but  lean  every  member  of 
the  committee  to  give  his  own  vtewi»  when  the  labject 
came  before  the  Houae. 

Mr.  MANN  aaid  that,  on  this  question  of  order,  he 
would  like  to  inquire  of  honorable  gentlemen  or  the 
cniair,  if  they  did  not  consider  this  propoaition  to  be  a 
charge  upon  the  people.  Soppoae  it  be  passed  into  a 
law,  what  would  be  its  operation?  Would  any  gentle- 
man rise  and  tell  bim  that  under  tbe  law.  If  it  ever 
became  a  law,  it  would  not  collect  a  tax.  or  raise  a 
revenue,  from  tbe  people  of  the  United  Stales?  Could 
you  collect  tbe  tax  without  this  law,  if  you  pass  it?  The 
provisions  ftf  the  bill  are,  tbst  after  such  and  such 
o^tcs  and  timet,  the  revenue  to  be  raised  will  be  such 
md  tuoh  sumir  He  asserted,  then,  that  it  wu  ai  much 
K'blll  to  raise  revenue  ai  it  would  be  possible  for  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  draw  up.  On  its 
face  it  had  the  appearance  of  being  a  bill  to  reduce  the 
revenue;  but  when  you  come  to  apply  its  provisions,  in 
its  broadest  terms,  it  would  be  seen  that  its  purpose 
and  object  were  to  raise  a  revenue.  Was  it  not  by  its 
title  a  revenue  bill?  Now,  judging  from  the  course 
adopted  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Nr.  Law- 
sbitcb]  on  the  introduction  of  this  bilt,  it  must  be  sup- 
posed that  he  considered  it  a  revenue  bill;  and  a  bill 
which,  to  him,  being  btrgely  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
turing businesa,  was  extremely  cmIous,  ao  much  so  that 
that  gentleman  found  it  neceaaary  to  promulgate  bis  sen- 
timents to  the  House,  and  to  the  world,  even  before  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  were  understood.  Mr.  M.  consid- 
ered that,  by  the  rote,  this  bill  ought  to  be  committed, 
so  that  gentlemen  might  have  time  to  prepare  their  aen. 
limentst  and,  as  a  member  of  the  House  who  was,  per- 
bapih  lobe  in  tbe  minority  on  ibis  question,  he  must  claim 
the  protection  of  those  rules,  so  that  he  might  have  time 
to  prepare  his  aentimenta.  and  send  them  out  to  the 
world  along  with  those  of  the  gentlemso  from  Massachu- 
■ett^  and  refute  tbe  usertions  of  the  gentlemsn  that  Mr. 
M^  constituents  were  opposed  to  this  measure. 

Was  he  to  sit  there  and  bear  the  gentleman  from  Mas. 
saehuietts  send  out  to  the  world  a  statement  that  bis 
(Mr.  H'b)  cotutitueots  were  opposed  to  this  bill,  and 
have  no  opportunity  to  refute  it?  He  hoped  not.  Mr. 
M.  had  been  long  enough  on  that  floor  to  find  out  that 
there  were  indirect  as  well  aa  direct  means  <^  gettii^  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  one's  sentiments. 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He.eonsider. 
ed  tbe  gentleman  was  not  ta  order  in  this  debate. 

The  CHAIR  said  be  considered  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  was  takings  too  wide  a  range. 

Mr.  MANN  hoped,  as  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts bad  been  permitted  to  expreaa  his  sentiments  so 
fully,  be  might  have  leave  to  proceed.  With  a  i^cw  to 
give  tbe  Chair  u  opportonity  to  search  for  preoedeBta* 
Mr.  M.  bad  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to  the  orders 
of  tbe  dayi  but  aa  tbe  House  had  seen  fit  to  decide  other- 
wise, and  this  debate  was  continued,  he  hoped  gentle- 
men would  not  complain  if  the  debate  was  a  little  extend- 
ed on  this  appeal)  and  if  they  did  complain,  he  asked 
them  to  apply  the  rulea  upon  which  they  uttered  the  com- 
plaint to  themselves.  He  aaked  gentlemen  to  put  their 
bands  upon  their  own  breasts,  and  say  whether  tbey  had 
any  juat  graunda  of  complaint.  This  bill  had  been  mrt 
with  tbe  most  bitter  and  unusual  oppowtion.  Inportant 
as  tbe  character  of  it  was,  motions  Iwd  been  made  to  lay 
it  «i  tbe  table  on  its  first  reading.    Wby  not  let  it  take 
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the  ordinary  course,  and  let  it  go  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole?  Were  they  to  understand  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  was  totally  opposed  to  a  reduc- 
tion of  taxes  on  the  people?  If  so,  he  should  like  to 
hear  the  gentleman  proclaim  it  on  that  floor.  .  He  con* 
sidered  that  this  rule  wu  tniseoDStnicd  and  mis^>plied 
at  a  time  when  it  should  have  tbe  moat  liberal  conttme- 
tion. 

Mr.  OWBNS  stated  that,  when  the  bill  was  sent  to  tbe 
Chair,  he  had  moved  that  the  bill  and  report  be  read  in 
extmto;  and  when  tbe  reading  of  the  report  had  been 
concluded,  tbe  bill  went  immediately  to  its  second  read' 
Ing.  After  that,  tbe  cbidrman  of  the  Committee  6f  Wajra 
and  Means  [Mr.  CAMBausve]  rose  and  moved  that  it 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Unioni  Ind  upon  that  motion  being  made,  the 
gentleman  from  Hassacbusetts-made  hia  objections.  He 
presumed  that  this  fact  muat  be  within  the  recollection 
of  every  member. 

Mr.  MANN  was  aware  that  this  bill  had  been  read  a 
second  time  by  its  title,  because  he  had  ^aid  particular 
attention  to  it  at  the  timei  therefore,  to  reject  It  whboat 
a  single  moment's  consideration  would  be  treating  this 
important  question  with  great  disrespect.  Be  had 
taken  the  appeal  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  a  correct 
'  administration  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  oe  trusted 
that  the  Chair,  upon  reflection,  would  dMde  in  accord- 
ance with  Mr.  M'a  views. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that  there  conU  be  no 
doubt  that  tbe  dednon  of  tbe  Speaker  wu  correcti  but 
before  he  said  what  he  had  to  say  upon  the  pmnt  imme- 
diately under  discusnon,  he  would  remark  that  \m  was 
not  at  all  surprised  at  the  senaibility  which  many  gentle- 
men bad  discovered  at  the  introduction  of  this  bill.  It 
was  a  bill  which,  if  it  became  a  law,  would  materially, 
if  not  vitally,  affect  great  interests,  that  bad  sprung  up 
under,  and  been  fostered  by,  the  past  legislation  of  the 
country!  and  no  gentleman,  who  bad  a  fUnt  idea  of  the 
force  and  magnitude  of  tbe  manuhclurti^  interest  of  the 
country,  could  have  reasonably  imagined  that  a  bill  of 
this  description  could  be  here  introdned  without  pro- 
ducing much  ferment  and  agitation.  It  was  not,  there- 
fore, strange  that  the  minority  of  the  committee  should 
be  anxious  tbat  their  views  in  relation  to  this  all-impor- 
tant subject  should  go  forth  with  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority. An  elatwrate  and  id>le  report,  uaaillng  the 
whole  protective  policy  recognised  by  past  legialation, 
had  juat  been  read  to  ust  and  for  bis  part,  without,  at 
this  stage  of  the  bill,  avowing  hinuelf  either  for  or 
against  it,  be  thought  it  but  juat  and  reasonable  that  tbe 
minority  of  the  committee  should  be  permitted^  if  tbey 
desired  to  do  sc^  to  express  their  dissent  to  its  doctrines 
and  comduaion^  that  tbey  thus  might  be  able  to  send 
forth  to  tbe  people  the  antidote  to  what  th^  evidently 
conceived  to  be  a  bane.  They  surely,  according  to  all 
parliamentary  «8i^  had  the  right  to  present  a  minority 
report}  and  if,  instead  of  availing  themselves  of  this  priv- 
ilege, they  SAW  fit  to  give  us  here  an  oral  exposition  of 
their  grounds  of  dissent,  we  ought  not,  when  we  consid- 
ered the  importance  of  tbe  subject,  to  deny  to  them  this 
privilege.  He  owed  it  te  himself  tu  expbiin  tbe  motive 
that  had  Impelled  him,  a  few  moments  ago,  to  submit  the 
motion  that  the  House  proceed  to  tbe  orders  of  tbe  day. 
He  surely  did  not  make  this  motion  with  the  view  of 
muzzling  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massaebusetts, 
[Mr.  Lawbkxgs,]  who  then  had  the  floor,  but  because 
there  was  another  subject  before  the  House,  which,  in 
justice  to  the  executive  departments  of  this  Govern- 
ment, ought  to  he  immediately  di»posed  of.  It  had  al- 
ready contributed  to  tbe  consumption  of  loo  much  of 
tbe  precious  time  of  this  Houset  and,  nntil  it  wu  finally 
acted  uptm,  it  would  frustrate  evety  cfTut  to  enter  upon 
or  eseoute  the  important  matters  tbat  demanded  our  at- 
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tention*  There  wu  poor  Michigan  knocking  at  our 
door,  with  a  perfect  right  to  be  admitted,  and  jret  poat- 
poned,  dajr  aner  day,  to  the  stale  standing  dish  that  waa 
preaented  to  ua  by  the  reidulion  of  the  gentleman  from 
VirgiDia,  [Mr.  Wiat.]  Here  was  Just  interpoted  a  new 
aubjeet  of  infinite  moinent,  that  might  poaaibljr  consume 
the  residue  of  the  aesKoot  and,  important  as  it  was, 
he  felt  anxious,  when  he  made  the  motion  to  proceed  to 
the  orders  of  tbe  day,  to  rid  ourselves,  before  we  enter- 
ed upon  a  new  matter,  of  that  great  hook  to  hang  inter* 
ninable  ipeeches  on,  (he  meant  tbe  resolution  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Virginia.)  Tbe  dajra  of  this  Congresa 
would  very  soon  be  numberedi  and  if  we  continued,  as 
v«  hitherto  had  done,  to  rush  into  new  subjects  before 
we  bad  finished  the  one  on  hand,  we  would,  at  tbe  end 
of  tbe  session,  be  entitled  to  the  merit  of  having  been 
very  busy  without  having  accomplished  any  thing. 

He  would  now  add  a  remtrk  or  two  in  relation  to  the 
appeal  now  under  consideration.  It  waa  contended  by 
hw  eidleague,  [Ur.  Mixn,]  that  thia  bill  could  not  be 
discusaed  to-day,  because  one  of  the  rules  of  this  House 
provided  that  **  no  motion  or  proposition  for  a  tnz  or 
charge  upon  tbe  people  shall  be  diacuased  the  day  on 
which  it  IS  made  or  offered)  and  every  such  proposition 
ahall  receive  its  first  discussion  in  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  House."  Mr.  V.  said  he  knew  not  what  the  pre- 
cedents were  upon  the  point — whether  this  bill  must, 
under  ibts  rule,  be  committed— but  be  knew  what  they 
ought  to  be.  The  bill  under  conaidcration  surely  wsa 
no  propoailion  **  for  ■  tax  or  a  charf^e  upon  the 
people."  It  was  the  very  opposite  of  this.  It  was  a 
proposition  to  relieve  the  people  from  charges  and  tax- 
ation, as  ita  very  title  indicated.  It  waa  a  bill  "to 
bring  down  the  revenues  to  the  wants  of  tbe  Gov- 
emment,"  and  did  not,  therefore,  come  either  with- 
in  tbe  letter  or  apirU  of  the  rule.  It  wai  obvioua  that  it 
did  not  come  within  the  apirit  of  the  rule,  for  no  one 
could  doubt  ae  to  tbe  reason  upon  which  the  rule  was 
founded.  It  bad  ita  origin  in  a  belief  that  it  was  best 
to  give  all  propositions  to  increase  tbe  burdens  of  tbe 
people  such  a  direction  as  would  aecure  to  them  the  ut- 
most care  and  dd.beraiion.  It  waa  well  known,  that  in 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  we  were  more  at  lib- 
erty to  amend,  to  discuss,  and,  if  you  please,  expostu- 
late, than  in  the  Uotiaet  and  it  waa  to  guaranty  this  great 
privilege  of  frte  discussion  tbst  it  bad  been  wisely  or- 
dained that  every  propoution  to  tax  or  charge  the  peo* 
pie  alinuld  receive  its  flrat  discussion  in  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  House.  But  thia,  being  a  propoaition  not  to 
tax,  but  to  relieve  from  taxation,  la  surely  not  subject  to 
this  rule. 

But  wlule  he  was  very  clear  that  tbe  bill  need  not,  ex 
MCMwfate,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hou-=e,  he  would  certainly,  wh«n  the  proper  time  arri- 
ved, vote  fi>r  its  commitment,  because  he  deemed  it 
right. that  a  bill  of  this  importance  should  be  committed. 
Tbe  question  wlietlier,  as  milter  of  expediency,  it  ought 
to  be  committed,  was,  however,  very  d.ffercnt  from  tbe 
quebtrim  whether  it  must  be  committed,  and  thus  pre- 
clude sll  debate  on  this  d  ly.  He  had  not  a  doubt  that 
the  deeisien  of  the  Speaker  waa  right. 

Tbe  pnint  of  order  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
TOUCBY  and  SUTHERLAND. 

The  SPEAKKH  then  reiterated  the  grounds  of  his 
dec'sion,  and  Mr.  MANX  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  LAWRENCB  said  he  wss  very  sorry  that  any  re- 
marks of  his  should  have  been  the  cause  of  consuming 
ao  much  time  nf  the  House;  and  n-ilbing  but  the  peculiar 
position  which  lie  <<ceup'e  <,  aa  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wsj^and  Means,  would  t  ave  induced  liim  to 
treapass  on  its  attention.  Occiipylnff  that  posilion,  he 
felt  himself  bound  to  protcfct  against  this  bill,  as  bei'  g  a 
prnjcDt  as  mons'rous  «a  any  that  had  ever  been  preaci.t- 


ed  (o  the  people  of  the  United  SUtes.  When  intemipt- 
ed,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  had  remarked  that  he  had  a  word 
to  aay  to  the  cotton  growers  of  the  country  in  relalion 
to  this  bill.  What  Tie  meant  to  say  to  tbem  was,  that 
they  have  some  interest  in  thia  great  question.  They 
have  a  common  interest,  m  well  as  the  manufacturerit 
in  the  prosperity  of  tbe  Union;  and  they  have  a  particu- 
lar interest  in  this  bill  besides,  in  regard  to  their  ovn 
staple.  From  data  before  him,  it  was  demonstrable  that 
the  qTiantity  of  cotton  consumed  in  the  United  States  at 
this  moment  is  equal  to  wliat  the  whole  crop  of  the 
country  wss  in  the  year  1820,  some  sixteen  or  seventeen 
years  ago.  "niit  be  stated  as  a  fact  not  to  be  disputed. 
And  tbe  consumption  here,  moreover,  is  at  thia  time  as 
great  as  the  consumption  was  in  England  two  cm-  three 
and  twenty  years  ago.  '  We  consume  now,  in  the  maou- 
factures  of  thii  country,  more  than  a  fifth,  and  nearly  a 
fourth,  of  the  whole  present  crop  of  cotton.  Waa  it 
nothing,  besides,  to  (he  growers  of  cotton  that  Greit 
Britain,  the  great  consumer  of  our  cotton*  is  actually 
now  importing  it  from  every  country  that  firoduces  tO 
Is  that  nothing  to  the  producer  of  it  in  this  countrj! 
And  is  (his  a  time  to  reduce  and  almost  destroy  the  coa- 
sumption  of  it  btreF 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  would  not  now  go  into  (bia  sub- 
ject at  large — he  might  do  ao  on  aome  other  fitting  o» 
casion.  He  had  riaen  this  morning,  not  with  a  view  to 
make  a  speech,  but  to  wash  h'w  hands,  as  a  member  of 
ttie  Financial  Committee,  of  any  share  in  tbe  production 
of  ibis  bill,  or  the  report  which  accompanies  it.  He 
owed  it,  he  said,  to  btmself — he  owed  it  to  Itia  conslitu- 
ents — he  owed  it  to  his  country — to  do  ao,  because  he 
believed  tbe  bill  fraught  with  every  sort  of  mischief, 
amongs(  which  was  ita  direct  tendency  to  increase  tbe 
existing  embarraument  in  tbe  commercial  fMunmunities. 
Fur  himself,  be  laid,  be  had  no  ulterior  politicsl  objects 
to  serve  by  h^s  course  in  this  House  on  this  or  any  other 
qucstioni  he  asked  for  nothing,  be  feared  nothing;  ha 
was  neither  an  office-holder  nur  an  ofBce-aeeker.  But 
hla  object  in  addressing  the  chairir.an  was  to  ascertain, 
and  let  the  country  know,  whether  this  bill  waa  or  waa 
not  a  pohlical  measure.  He  had  bad  no  f)pportunity  toas- 
cerlatn  that  fact.  1  would  like  to  know,  aaid  lie,  wheth- 
er there  ia  any  concert  of  action  here  upon  this  bill 
among  the  adminiatration  party.  The  country  ought  te 
know,  and  to  know  at  once,  whether  this  be  a  party 
measure  or  not.  1  hope,  air,  that  it  is  not.  For  thai 
reason,  air,  it  waa  that  1  appealed  to  the  Representativea 
from  Connecticut,  as  deeply  interested  in  this  question 
as  any  State  in  the  Union;  to  tbe  Representatives  from 
New  Hampshire,  from  Rhode  Island,  from  all  New  Eng- 
land, and  from  Pennsylvania!  the  latter  lhesathors(l 
waa  going  to  aay)  and  the  consistent  supporters  of  the 
proteciive  system.  I  now  call  upon  them  all  to  riae  m 
their  places  and  say  whether  they  are  ^ing  for  thia  bill. 
I  want  the  country  to  know  this.  It  ts  due  to  the  peo- 
ple that  they  should  know  whether  a  bill  is  goin|f  to 
pau  this  House,  by  the  votes  of  those  Represent«tivef, 
which  will  prostrate  to  the  earth  most  important  inter- 
ests of  tbe  country.  I  profess,  sir,  some  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  subjeeti  and  I  pronounce  ibis  bill  fraught 
with  consequences  fatal  to  thousands  of  individuals.  It 
bu  been  sai  j  that  a  bill  embracing  such  provintMis  as 
the  bill  now  before  tite  House  is  a  bill  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor.  Sir,  I  deny  the  (ruth  of  the  proposition. 
This  is  a  bill  tbe  title  of  which  should  b-,  a  bill  to  make 
the  rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer. 

Mr.  h.  here  traced  the  passage  of  such  a  bill  aa  tbia 
to  its  probable  consequences.  He  supposed  the  case  of 
an  individual  in  Peim^lvaniat  or  in  Connecticut,  enga- 
ged in  manufactures,  (he  cost  of  whose  buildings  and 
fixtures  has  been  ten  thousand  dollar*,  upon  which  (a 
eommon  case)  there  wss  a  mortgage  fur  one  half  the 
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coit.  To  pay  off  this  mortgigr,  when  bit  employment 
Jbr  hii  mohinery  faili,  his  property  it  sold.  Who  buys 
it?  Is  it  the  poor  man  wlio  purchases  in  such  cases? 
Not  at  a11|  but  he  who  has  redundant  capital.  What  is 
now  the  case,  Hr.  L.  asked,  in  those  parts  of  the  coun- 
try where  pecuniary  pressure  is  feh*  Go  into  your 
cities,  and  you  will  find  that  the  men  who  have  a  small  or 
•  middling  property  are  paying  at  the  rate  of  from  15  to 
30  per  cent,  per  annum  for  money.  Who  is  it  that  is 
reapinff  the  profit  f  la  it  the  tioor  manf  No,  nr»  it  is 
the  rich  ewiialiit,  or  those  who  tre  alloved  to  use  bb 
capital.  Ir  there  wu  erer  a  system  densed  on  earth  to 
throw  the  property  of  the  country  into  the  hands  of  the 
few,  at  the  expense  of  the  many,  it  is  the  present  finan- 
cial system  of  the  United  States.  1  know  it,  sir,  and  1 
am  willing  that  my  judgment  of  the  matter  sbsll  go  to 
the  country,  for  every  practical  man  will  know  that  what 
I  say  is  true.  Ay,  sir,  and  tbe  bill  on  yoar  table  goes 
to  a  much  further  extent  than  this,  for  It  reaches  the  la- 
bor of  tbe  country.  In  one  month  after  tbe  passage  of 
this  bill,  the  bu«ness  of  every  manUfiictarer  and  dealer 
in  the  country  will  be  contracted.  It  is  not  the  lar^ 
capitalist,  protected  by  his  money-bags,  who  will  feel  .its 
direct  effects^  but  tbe  laborer— the  meebaniob  wbo  now 
ffeti  two  dollars  or  two  dollars  and  >  half  a  day.  To  bim 
tne  employer  Mys,  on  receiving^  infonution  of  tbe  pa>* 
sage  of  this  bill,  I  must  stop  my  work!  Ob,  no!  mys  tbe 
laborer,  for  you  will  take  from  me  my  means  of  support. 
Well,  sa^B  the  employer,  I  will,  in  order  to  keep  you  at 
work,  give  you  bencefurih  a  dollar  a  day  instead  of  what 
I  have  heretofore  given  you.  Gentlemen  may  flatter 
themselves  that  ibey  are  exempt  from  the  operations  of 
this  bilit  but  no  man,  whatever  hia  eondition  la  life  may 
be,  is  beyond  the  deletertoui  efflsets  of  this  bill  if  it  be- 
come a  Uw.-  Mr.  L.  was  sure,  he  said,  that  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  Western  States,  or  fronfk  the  Soutb- 
cm,  were  not  going  for  this  bill.  Tbe  Representatives 
from  tbe  Southern  States,  espeoislly,  would  not  go  for  it 
when  the  profits  of  their  cotton  crops  were  alrotdy  in  a 
process  of  reduction  i  for,  ahbough  be  knew  that  the  crop 
of  this  year  was  a  Urge  one,  the  proceeds  of  that  crop 
will  fall  far  short  of  tbe  proceeds  of  tbe  crop  of  last 
yesr. 

Mr.  L.  said  it  was  not  only  to  protest  sgainal  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  bill  that  be  had  risen,  but  to  ask  of  the  gen- 
tlemen in  this  House  who  have  the  power  to  do  what 
they  will— to  pass  this  bill  or  to  defeat  it— whether  this 
bill  waa  to  be  considered  ai  a  proclamation  issued  by  the 
present  dynasty  in  the  Government,  or  aa  a  dedsive  to- 
ken of  the  course  of  measures  which  we  have  to  expect 
at  tbe  hands  of  the  coming  administration.  Fur,  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  say,  if  it  is  produced  as  a  party  measure, 
it  will  beoome  the  Uw  of  the  landi  but  if  not,  by  the 
aid  of  the  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Hamp- 
abire,  Ohio,  and  Maine,  whose  constituents  were  so  deep- 
ly tntereated  in  the  matter,  with  those  from  at  least  a  por- 
tion of  the  South,  tbe  bill  might  providentially  be  de- 
feated. But,  be  that  as  it  might,  it  was  ihe  imperative 
duty  of  the  House  to  declare  to  the  country,  at  once, 
immediately,  whether  or  not  it  was  probable  that  any  bill 
like  this  would  pass  during  the  present  Congress. 

Mr.  L.  said  that,  whilst  he  was  up,  and  as  be  might 
not  have  another  opportunity,  he  would  say  one  word 
on  the  state  of  the  currency  of  the  country.  In  the  first 
place,  said  be,  tbe  domestic  exchanges  of  tbe  country 
are  far  greater  in  amount  than  all  tbe  f^old  and  all  the 
^Iver  and  all  the  bank  notea  in  circulation-i-a  vast  deal 
greater.  These  exchanges  are  not  now  avaikble  to  any 
great  extent.  To  a  very  large  amount  they  cannot  be 
used,  in  consequence  of  the  position  in  which,  by  Its 
measures,  the  Government  has  placed  the  country.  He 
nwaot  no  reflection  upon  tba  banks)  for  it  is  their  inters 
eat  to  do  All  the  bnrineaB  tbat  they  can,  and  they  do  it. 


Bat  tbe  channeta  of  domestic  exdiftnge  are  obitnieted, 
from  the  want  of  ability  on  the  part  of  the  banks;  and  m 
considerable  proportion  of  our  commercial  difficultiea 
arises  out  of  tbat  circumstance.  Add  to  this  and  other 
causes  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  with  the  expectation 
that  it  is  to  become  the  law  of  the  land,  and  you  will 
produce  a  state  of  things  the  like  of  which  very  few 
members  of  this  House  have  ever  seen. 

Mr.  CORWIN  obuined  tbe  floort  but  the  hour  being 
late,  he  gave  way  to  a  motion  for  a^journmenti  and 

Tht  House  a^oumed. 

TUITBBDIT,  JaKVAKT  13. 

LIGHT-BOATS  NEAR  SANDY  HOOK. 
Mr.  McKEON,  by  consent,  offered  tbe  followii^  reso* 
lotion  I 

Re$oh>edf  Tbat  the  Committee  on  Comnieree  be.  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  placing  light- 
bbalB  on  Flynn'a  Knoll  and  the  Roamer,  near  Sandy 
Hook;  and  also  Into  the  expediency  of  publishiDg  the 
cbartB  now  in  tbe  office  of  the  aaperinteodent  of  tbe 
coast  survey. 

Mr.  MeKEON  was  nnderatood  to  state  tl»t  he  bad 
offered  thta  reaohilton  in  conaequence  of  tbe  dreadfbl 
diipwreck  of  tbe  *'  Hextoo.** 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  be  did  not  rise  to  object  to 
the  resolution,  but  to  suggest  to  the  member  from  New 
York  the  propriety  of  making  an  amendment  to  it.  He 
waa  told  that  tbe  loss  of  the  ship  alluded  to  was  attrib- 
utable to  the  fact  that  no  pilot  was  to  be  obtained.  This 
pilot  svBtem,  Mr.  U.  understood,  was  under  the  direc- 
tion of  tbe  State  Government.  He  wished  to  inquirs 
whelber  the  system  ought  not  to  be  put  under  tbe 
charge  of  the  Government  of  tbe  United  Stales. 

Mr.  HcREON  was  understood  to  aay  that  a  resolution 
directed  to  tbat  very  object  had  heretofore  been  sub- 
mitted by  himself,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Commerw. 

Tbe  resolution  waa  then  adopted. 

SURPLUS  REVENUE. 

The  business  first  In  order  «an  the  bill  reported  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  CAMBaxLBxo,  from  the  Committee'of 
Ways  and  Mean*,  to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United 
States  to  the  wants  of  the  Govemmentf  there  being  taro 
motions  pending— first  for  commitment,  and  aecofldly  fbr 
indefinite  postponement. 
Hr.  CORWIN  rase  and'addreaaed  the  House  aa  folkiwa: 
Mr.  Speaker:  I  feel  deeply  sensible  that  I  am  about  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  upon  a  subject  which  can- 
not possibly  be  matured  into  legislation  during  the  brief 
period  that  remains  lo  us  of  tbe  present  session.  It  is 
the  conviction  that  the  bill  before  you,  ushered  into  this 
House  with  a  haste  bordering  upon  raabnesa,  contains 
within  its  proviiions  prindplea  too  momentouaandnlally 
affecting  a  large  portion  of  the  country  to  be  acted  upon 
thia  session,  that  impels  me  to  solicit  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  my  reasons  for  sustaining  the  motion  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Latbhcb]  for  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill.  Sir,  I  am  not  sure 
that  my  thorough  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  tranquil- 
lizing the  public  agitation,  which  the  presence  of  thia 
bill  here  will  excite,  by  an  immediate  rejection  or  post- 
ponement of  it,  would  have  overcome  my  tubitual  aver> 
sion  to  addressing  the  House,  had  E  not,  in  common  «^b 
my  friends  from  MaiSBcbuselts  and  Pennsylvania,  felt 
tbat  such  s  course  could  alone  insure  tbe  minority  of  the 
committee,  with  whom  the  bill  originated,  against  mis- 
undersUnding,  ss  well  here  as  amongst  tbdse  whom  we 
represent.  Had  tbe  motion  to  lay  the  bill  and  report  on 
tbe  table,  and  print  them,  prevailed,  a  paper  most  elabo- 
rate Id  its  itnieinre,  and  voluminous  in  its  dinMiwiaiia, 
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would  b*Te  gone  forth  to  the  eounlrjr,  b«arii^  upon  Ha 
f«ce  no  latimition  thkt  the  whole  oomioittee  did  not  con- 
cur in  it.  To  preveHt  the  pombiliiy  of  nioh  miieon- 
structiofi,  I  feel  it  «  duty  to  thoae  who  hive  honored  me 
with  a  wat  here  to  present  my  protetl,  •gainit  both  the 
bill  tnd  the  report  which  aeoompan'un  U,  at  (he  earliest 
WNMnt  ponible-  This  poor  pririlege,  air,  we  had  been 
denied  yeiterdajri  by  the  Houw,  but  for  the  timely  wb' 
atitution,  by  my  friend  from  HiimdiuwUi^  [Mr.  Lav. 
manei,]  of  the  motion  for  "indefinite  poatponement" 
for  that  which  was  made  by  the  rentleman  from  New 
York,  [Ur.  Ci.Haasuve.1  The  utter  motion,  by  the 
atriet  law  of  ParKamenI,  did  not  permit  the  minority 
the  committee  to  utter  even  a  syllable  by  way  of  dissent 
to  the  principles  of  the'  bill  or  the  report.  Courtesy, 
bttwerer,  it  aeemi,  bad  imlfiarmly  oonoeded  t«R  minority 
thus  titaated,  what  the  riffid  rule  deniedt  but  in  our 
ease,  the  gentlemsn  from  New  York  [Mr.  Hiim]  per- 
tinacioasly  insisted  on  the  letter  of  the  law.  Courte^ 
became  inconvenient,  and  the  *<!ron  rule"  of  proscrip- 
tion was  enforced.  Permit  me  here,  Ur.  Speaker,  to 
oiR'er  my  thanks  to  (he  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
TaoKu]  for  bis  manly  appeal  to  the  House  in  our  be- 
half, flueh  ezMbitions  of  ma(fnanimity  are  rare  in  these 
times,  and  oi^t  not  to  pais  unnoticed.  I  did  desire, 
sir,  to  see  the  titll  disposed  of  without  entering  into  ade- 
bate  oQ  its  merits)  but  as  no  explanation  eould  be  even 
hinted  at  without  it,  I  am  rejoiced  that  the  present  no- 
tion was  made,  which  opens  tbe  entire  meaaare  pro- 
poied  to  free  and  full  discussion. 

I  dull  have  oeearion  to  refer  to  the  report,  as  that  is 
the  exposition  presented  of  the  principles  and  policy  on 
which  the  bill  is  based.  In  doii^  this,  as  I  have  only 
heard  it  read,  and  have  not  had  the  advantaffe  of  a  pe> 
ruaal  of  its  contents,  I  cannot  pretend  to  quote  Its  lan- 
guage, nor  can  I  hope  (o  be  exact  in  giving  even  its  sub< 
stance.  I  am  bappy  to  see  the  hooorable  chairman  of 
the  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  CAKauuve]  in  bis  seat,  who 
will  set  me  right  should  I  at  any  time  unwittingly  mis- 
take or  misrepresent  tbe  true  Import  of  his  production. 
I  am  very  sure  the  ffentleman  will  discharge  >uch  a  duty 
to  himself  and  to  me  with  the  utmost  alacrity.  As  he,  I 
doubt  not,  regards  this,  the  youngest  of  bis  financial 
progeny,  as  possessing  every  combination  of  symmetry 
and  grace,  he  will  not  ait  by  and  see  its  beauty  marred, 
without  instant  interposition  In  ila  behalf. 

The  moat  obvious  objectioa  to  the  introduction  <^thts 
bill  arises  from  a  view  of  its  intrin^  importance,  and 
the  difficult  and  delicate  queations  which  are  insepara< 
hie  from  any  proposition  which  proposes  a  radical  etni^e 
in  the  existing  tariff.  The  whole  of  the  ailment  in 
the  very  voluminous  report,  which  is  nothing  but  (he 
bill  on  your  table,  with  a  few  facta  and  inferences  to  prop 
and  BUttain  it,  may  be  condensed  into  one  or  two  lenten* 
ces  of  plain  English.  It  Is  stated  (and  I  shall  not  now 
attempt  to  controvert  any  fitct  to  whicb  I  ahall  have  oc- 
casion to  refer)  that  tbe  existing  tariff  extends  protection 
to  labor  employed  in  manufacturing  in  tbis  country,  tbe 
annual  product  of  which  is  |300,000,000.  It  is  assumed 
(and,  for  the  aake  of  the  argument,  I  shall  admit  it^  that 
tbe  protection  afforded  by  our  existing  tariff  lawa  is  ne- 
cessary, and  no  more  than  is  necessary,  to  enable  our 
own  manufacturing  establishments  to  exist  ia  eompeti* 
lion  with  foreign  establishments  employed  in  the  same 
business.  To  sustain  (his  proposition,  the  high  price  of 
labor  and  capital  with  us,  and  the  comparative  cheap- 
net*  of  both  abroad,  are  aaserted. 

The  report  further  asserts  that  the  dutiea  collected  on 
imports  by  the  rates  rstablisbed  by  the  law  of  March, 
1833,  commonly  called  the  compromise  act,  will,  with 
the  proceeds  of  tbe  sales  of  pablie  lands,  bring  into  the 
Treasuryi  within  the  next  eighteen  months^  more  reve* 
•ue,  by  seven  mllioiM  nf  dollar^  than  the  vanti  of  the 


Government  require.  Here  I  beg  gentlemen  to  ofaaerve 
that  this  last  pn^Msition  is  nothing  more  nor  leas  than  a 
combination  of  two  conjecturea.  The  first  of  these  ii, 
that  tbe  importations  frwn  abroad  to  this  country,  duriog 
the  next  five  years,  will  reach  a  given  amount.  Whether 
thia  coniecture  shall  be  verified  must  depend  upon  tbe 
numherlem  contingent  events,  the  torn  of  which  no  he- 
man  sagaeity  ean  foresee,  arising  out  of  the  preaent  oa- 
settled  eondition  of  trade,  labor,  and  currency,  ia  Grot 
Britaiat  the  dunge  that  may  be  brought  about  in  (he 
markets  of  England  by  tbe  terminstion  of  tbe  intesliM 
wars  now  rsging  in  Spain  and  Portogalt  and,  lastly,  tbe 
very  capability  of  this  country  to  consume  and  pay  far 
for^gn  importations  must  depend  upon  redu^n^  le  cr 
der  and  atability  the  current^  of  this  aouatry,  which, 
under  the  improving  and  tagacioos  guidance  of  tbia  sd- 
miniatration,  has  been  conducted  to  a  state  of  wUd  aad 
unmansgei^Ie  confusion.  The  next  conjecture  imbodisd 
in  the  pn^osition  I  have  last  rtated  from  the  report  m, 
that  the  public  lands  are  to  be  sold  without  any  le^iala- 
tive  or  ezeeutive  restrainta  aa  to  purchasers  or  quantities. 
In  other  w(»ds,  it  supposes  the  famous  Treasury  mrca- 
lar  to  be  repealed.  I  beg  the  gentlemen  of  the  far  West 
particularly  to  notice  one  feature  of  tbb  report.  It  is 
based  upon  tbe  aopposition  that  the  hill  now  on  your  ta- 
ble, reported  by'one  of  sriwr  standing  coanmitteea,  with 
that  title  so  captivating  to  patriot  ears,  A  hill  to  arrcti 
monopolies  of  public  lands,  and  to  prohibit  tbe  sales 
thereof,  except  to  ae(ual  settler^  in  limited  quantities,** 
is  to  be  scouted,  thrown  out  of  doors,  and  ita  |rfaee  to  he 
supplied  by  this  more  recent  and  happy  aiaanlt  upon  tkt 
popular  ear,  bearing  on  its  front  the  ebanned  pbraar, 
•*  A  bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  to 
the  wants  of  the  Government." 

The  Houae  will  hear  in  mind  that  this  bill  proposes  to 
rerhedy  aa  apprehended  evil.  It  looks  into  ttie  future, 
and  imagines  that,  in  the  next  year  and  a  half,  the  exiat- 
ing  dutiea  on  imports  will  bring  into  the  Treaaniy  mere 
money  than  is  required  for  tbe  uses  of  the  Goremment 
by  seven  millions  of  didlara.  I  have  already  i&timaled 
that  I  object  to  the  time  adeeted  for  bringiw  iato  tbe 
House  a  measure  fraught  witb  ao  many  difficuniea  aa  be- 
long to  every  subject  which  propoaei  a  m£cal  chaage 
in  our  system  of  revenue. 

Without  adverting,  therefore,  for  the  present,  to  the 
merits  of  tbe  bil^  I  feel  confident  I  do  not  appeal  in  vwa 
to  the  House  to  aay  that  we  cannot  act  upon  it  between 
this  day  and  the  4tb  of  March.  Let  gentlemesi  lank  at 
the  necetssry  business  now  before  us,  and  then  calenlate 
the  number  of  days  remaining  for  ita  final  diapoatUon.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  Mcmday  in  every  week  is  devo- 
ted to  the  reception  of  petilions;  Friday  and  Saturday  of 
each  week,  by  another  standing  rule,  are  aet  apart  fvr 
private  claims.  Prom  what  w«  have  already  aecsi  dutiag 
Iwlf  the  allotted  term  of  tbe  session,  it  It  nut  to  be  ei- 
pected  that  a  moment  of  time  can  be  witbdnwn  from 
that  allotted  to  petitiims,  for  the  f»nuderation  of  other 
business.  No  gentleman,  I  am  equally  sure,  dreaow  that 
we  ahould  deny  justice  any  longer  than  ia  unavoidable 
to  the  many  hundreds  of  private  dums  which  have  tieen 
favorably  reported  on  by  that  committee  whose  awardi, 
with  rare  exceptions,  are  conudcrcd  hws  to  the  House. 
There  is  a  laqctt  body  of  claimanta  of  a  miaoelbiieoes 
character  in  one  cUs^  and  Ihe  crippled  aoldiefa  and 
widows  and  orphans,  the  representatives  of  thoae  who 
have  fallen  in  your  late  wars  with  both  civilised  and  mv- 
age  fbeS)  in  another,  and  a  not  1cm  meritorious  few  of 
the  surviving  veterans  of  your  rcvolulionaiy  atruggle  in 
another  clas%  all  poiDtiog  to  the  reports  of  your  own 
ctHMi^ttee,  and  showing  claima  upon  your  juatwe,  aome 
of  them  delayed  for  half  a  oentuty.  I  cannot  cwtertain 
ao  poor  an  opinion  of  the  axiral  anwe  of  an  ABterican 
CongircM  u  to  mppue  it  will  turn  ande  Iroai  thti  work 
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of  jiwUoe  Mid  benerolence,  to  enter  into  dreamy  and 
beartleu  diiqutiition^  upim  Uie  balance  of  tndei  to  pon- 
der orer  tabular  itateRientB  as  incomprehentible  as  the 
8>billine  booksi  to  adjutt  with  contemptible  accuracy 
the  ad  valorem  duty  on  a  Toreign  penkfliff,  and  this,  too, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  few  milliuns  more  or  lets 
from  coming  into  that  very  Treasury  whose  doors,  in 
the  mean  time,  you  close  agaiaat  those  who  demand  of 
you  the  payment  of  your  bunesi  debts^  for  the  non-pay- 
ment of  which  many  of  your  creditors  are  languishing  in 
poverty  and  want. 

Tou  have  then  remaining  for  the  despatch  of  general 
legislation  three  days  in  each  week,  girine  about  twenty- 
two  daya  fur  the  eonsuleralioD  of  bills  oT  a  general  na- 
ture) and  all  the  appropriation  for  the  current  year.  I 
ask  the  majority  of  the  Ways  and  Means,  who  have  push- 
ed this  new  and  perplexing  subject  on  the  House  at  tbia 
time,  if  it  is  modest,  to  say  Ibe  least  of  tt,  to  suppose 
that  the  House  is  to  vote  away  twenty-four  millions  of 
dollars  In  approprialiona,  without  Inquiry,  examination, 
or  debate,  further  than  to  uk  whether  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  desire  it  should  be  done?  I  ask  this 
House,  whose  constitutional  and  moat  important  function 
it  ia  to  know  and  approve  the  object  to  which  every  dol- 
lar is  to  be  applied*  before  it  sanctions  its  sp  propria liun, 
.whether  it  is  willing,  at  the  mere  request  of  a  commit- 
tee, to  give  a  draft  on  the  Treasury  fur  nearly  thirty 
milliona  of  dollars,  and  thus  becotne  the  mere  ministerial 
agent  of  the  Treasury  Department.'  This  base  abandon- 
ment of  dut^  you  must  submit  to*  to  this  humiliation  you 
moat  come,  if  you  turn  aside  from  the  neeetsary  duties 
of  tbe  session  to  consider  the  bill  now  before  you{  un- 
less* indeed,  you  cbooie  to  rush  madly  upon  an  untried 
scheme,  full  of  danger,  and  aurrounded  with  doubt,  upon 
the  very  reasonable  presumption  of  the  inrallible  wisdom 
of  its  authors. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  had  all  the  time  we  could 
desire*  for  the  adjustment  of  a  new  system  of  legislation 
to  any  real  or  supposed  change  in  our  condition  at  home, 
or  with  other  nations,  ia  this  an  auspicious  period  for  the 
experiment*  Turn  for  ft  moment  to  your  latest  advices 
from  Enghnd.  Bvcry  painful  pulsation  In  that  great 
heart  of  capital  and  trade  is  followed  by  a  sympathetic 
throb  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  What  is  the  state  of 
currency  throughout  Great  Uritain  now?  The  price  of 
money  rising,  the  banks  stopping  payment*  and  ber 
flnaneiera  unable  to  foretell  the  time  or  tbe  manner  when 
or  how  this  agitation  ihaH  end*  Nor  ii  our  ^tuation 
free  from  symptoms  of  coining  misfortune.  I  shall  not 
stop  lo  inquire  into  tbe  causes  of  the  present  anomalous 
situation  of  our  own  currency.  Hy  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Lawbbvox,]  who  addressed  you  with  so 
much  force  and  clearness  yesterday*  has  left  nothing  to 
be  said  by  any  one  on  these  toxica.  Sir,  tbe  results  of 
that  gentleman's  actual  ezperience,  the  reflections  of 
his  sound  understanding,  always  aided  by  tbe  prompt- 
inga  of  a  good  heart,  are  with  me  better  authority,  on 
such  subjects,  than  a  thousand  quartos  filled  with  spec- 
ulations of  closeted  economiata.  We  all  know  that,  from 
some  cause,  trade  and  currency  seem  to  be  divorced 
from  each  dtbert  domestic  exchanges  are  no  longer  reg- 
ulated by  the  course  of  trade,  and  the  very  report  on 
your  table  complains  of  a  redundant  paper  circulation. 
Wbo  can  tell  when  tbe  causes  which  have  produced 
these  effects  shall  cease  to  operated  Who  can  say  in 
what  they  will  finally  issue?  In  this  distracted  state  of 
things,  what  are  we  asked  to  do?  We  are  required  to 
enact  a  law  that  sball  tear  from  its  very  fuundations, 
where  they  have  rested  for  twenty  years  on  the  faith  of 
your  lawsf'.a  capital  and  labor  which  produce  property 
L-qual  lo  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  Is 
this  a  time  to  force  such  an  amount  of  capital  into  new 
emplnymenif  Ii  this  that  period  of  calm  when  lo  much 
Vol.  XIII.~86 


labor  can  safely  be  driven,  with  sudden  violence,  to 
abandon  its  safe  and  tried  pursuits,  and  aeek  at  once 
other  and  unaccustomed  channels?  Nn,  surely  this  ia 
not  that  time.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  add  anotherto 
many  elements  of  confusion  already  but  too  extensively 
and  actively  at  work.  Sir,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  internal  commerce  and  currency 
of  this  country  ia  of  itself  an  unanswerable  objection  to 
the  present  enactment  of  a  law  that  all  must  see  will 
powerfully  increase  the  evils  that  already  deeply  afflict 
us.  The  natural  instinct  of  brute  animals*  in  such  a  cri- 
tin,  would  suggest  caution  and  prudence  ss  the  course 
of  wisdom,  not  rash  adventure  and  wild  experiment.  If 
it  were  bad  policy  to  protect  by  imposts  the  industry  of 
your  own  people,  if  it  could  be  shown  to  be  unpatriotie 
and  un-American  to  cherish  by  duties  manufacturing 
skill,  so  that  in  time  of  war  you  miglit  be  able  to  fur* 
niab  the  commonest  necessaries  of  life  to  your  own  peo- 
ple, still  having  done  so,  however  unwisely  at  first,  since 
by  doing  it  you  have  created  an  immense  amount  of 
properly,  it  would  be  madnesf>,  moon-struck  madness,  to 
crush  that  property  at  a  blow.  Sir,  by  tbe  lawa  now  in 
force,  if  you  but  let  them  alone,  in  five  years,  by  your 
own  showinff,  the  evil  of  which  you  now  complain  will 
cease  to  exist.  Instnd  of  this,  we  are  now  asked.  In 
order  to  get  rid  of  seven  millions  of  surplus  revenue,  to 
destroy  an  annual  production  of  three  hundred  millionsi 
and  are  gravely  told  that  this  will  be  a  most  salutary 
financial  operation.  Let  gentlemen  keep  constsntly  in 
mind  that  the  bill  and  report  go  upon  tbe  admission  (at 
least  it  is  not  oiherwii>e  asserted)  that  the  duties  now 
imposed  are  barely  sufliefent  to  enable  our  own  manu- 
facturers to  continue  their  bu«ness.  With  tbe  single 
exception  of  iron,  the  report  on  your  table  will,  I  think, 
be  found  to  be  in  substance  as  I  have  quoted  it.  If, 
then,  you  diminish  that  protection  by  curtailing  it  in  the 
short  space  of  eighteen  months  by  seven  millions,  which 
by  the  law  now  in  force  would  not  be  done  till  tbe  end 
of  five  years,  it  follows,  as  a  necessary  ctmclusion,  that 
you  do  abandon  capital  and  labor,  lo  the  amcunt  I  have 
stated,  to  instant  and  total  destrueiion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  only  suggested  so  much  of  tbe 
merits  of  the  subject  as  I  deem  necessary  to  direct  tbe 
attention  of  tbe  House  to  tbe  importance  and  number  of 
the  questions  which  we  are  called  upon  to  decide,  be- 
fore we  can  safely  vote  for  or  against  the  bill.  If,  then* 
refleotiun  reiiuirea  time*  if  the  nercise  of  reason  is  an 
agent  in  our  rMearches  after  truth,  if  knowledf^  is  not 
intuitive,  we  poor  mortals,  who  are  not  gifted  with  those 
inspirations  which  seem  to  be  the  peculiar  attributes  oC 
tbe  authors  of  this  bill  and  report,  must  beg  a  moment's 
pause  before  we  decide.  We  must  plod  on  in  the  old 
beaten  way.  We  roust  proceed  by  painful  and  slow  re- 
search) we  must  slop,  look  around  us,  and  reflect  mucbi 
and  after  great  toil,  and  a  long  journey,  we  may  possibly 
reach  those  lofly  heights  of  transcendental  political  wis* 
dom  which  the  authors  of  this  bill  have  scaled  with  the 
speed  of  lightning  at  a  single  bound.  Is  it  to  be  expect- 
ed, I  agsin  ask,  that,  in  the  twenty-two  days  that  remain 
for  general  business,  we  can  canvass,  item  by  item,  ap- 
propriation bills  to  the  amount  of  near  twenty^even 
millions,  and  have  time  left  us  to  labor  through  the  dif- 
ficulties that  attend  tbe  bill  under  ooniideration? 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  connexion  with  the  objections  lo  a 
consideration  of  this  bill,  arising  from  a  want  of  time,  I 
must  remind  its  authors,  and  the  political  majority  of  this 
House,  of  another  subject,  which,  in  justice  to  them- 
selves and  to  the  natioi>,  ttiey  are  bound  to  bring  for- 
ward at  the  present  session.  I  allude  to  an  amendment 
of  the  constitution,  so  that  the  eleotlon  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  may,  in  oo  event, 
ever  devolve  on  Congress.*  We  are  now  q>proaehinf 
the  terminalion  of  those  eight  years  during  wlucb  Gen- 
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cral  JtekMMi  hu  occupied  the  prendenlUI  c?uir.  I  be- 
lieve etch  Knnuti  mcMife  to  Congrni,  daring  sll  that 
time,  hi*  adrerted  in  strong  and  aotnetimea  tmploriog 
appeals  to  the  National  Legislature  on  Ibis  subject.  1 
know  llist  gentlemen  hsve  heretofore  excused  their 
neglect  or  these  su^estioni  of  the  President,  by  saying 
that  there  was  in  the  Senate  ■  political  majority  opposed 
10  them,  and  therefore  the  great  reform,  so  much  de> 
sired  by  the  President  and  his  friends,  must  wait  till  thai 
oppoaittOD  was  subdued.  Sir,  whether  foitunately  or 
otherwise  fur  the  republic  I  will  not  aay,  but  the  fact  tf, 
(hat  faTored  time,  so  long  prayed  for,  has  at  leng'h  ar- 
rived. There  is  now  a  clear  majority,  in  both  branches 
of  Congress,  friendly  to  the  existing  administration. 
Now,  a  lime  has  at  length  come,  when  we  may  with 
confidence  call  upon  the  friends  of  GeneraWackaon  to 
redeem  bis  and  their  pledges^  so  often  Ktrai,*OD  Ibis  Tital 
subject.  I  call  especially  at  litis  time  tor  action,  and  not 
promises  and  postponement.  General  Jackson,  after  this 
aes^n,  will  he  no  more  here,  to  admonish  or  advise  us 
touching  this  interesting  subject.  It  has  made  an  imposing 
tigure  in  that  rerolution  which  bat  aubverted  all  the  msx- 
itns  of  polity  and  law,  whensoever  and  howsoever  they 
were  opposed  to  his  suggestions.  It  has  been  a  theme 
on  which  honest  patriots  and  designing  dcrotgogues 
have  dwelt  with  equal  skill  and  power.  The  preiiaent, 
for  the  last  time  that  his  voice  can  ever  be  beard  in 
public  council,  in  language  which  bespeaka  deep  and 
abiding  solicitude,  again  beseeches  you  to  set.  Hear 
what  he  aayi  in  his  last  message  to  Congress.  Nearly 
at  the  close,  and  when  he  is  about  to  bid  a  final  adieu  to 
you  and  the  carca  of  public  life,  he  gives  this  subject  to 
your  e^Mcial  charge  with  all  the  solemnity  of  a  dying 
declaration.  He  Bays:  **  All  my  experience  and  reflection 
confirm  the  conviction  I  have  so  often  expressed  to  Con- 
gress in  favor  of  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
which  will  prevent,  in  any  event,  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stales  devolving 
on  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  and  the  Senate;  and  1 
therefore  beg  leave  again  to  urtelt  your  attention  to  the 
Mbject." 

J»  there,  then,  any  reason  now  for  not  carrying  this 
recommendation  into  cfTect,  by  the  party  having  the 
power  in  both  House  and  Senate  to  do  so?  None.  I 
call,  then,  upon  the  "democratic  parly,"  as  you  of  the 
majority  aometimes  (as  if  in  derision  of  the  name)  call 
yourselves,  to  poslpone  this  new  experiment  on  finance; 
dispose  of  it  at  once  for  this  year,  because  it  stands  in 
the  way  of  a  constitutional  reform,  on  which,  by  your 
own  admission,  depends  all  your  hope  of  liberty.  Do 
this,  or  take  the  consequences.  If  you  now  refuse  to 
Jilt  when  yoH  have  the  undoubted  power  to  redeem 
your  pledges,'  so  often  and  solemnly  given,  the  people 
of  thia  country  will  believe  that  all  your  promises  and 
professions  were  not  the  promptings  of  palriotism,  but 
rather  the  hollow  and  selfish  artifices  of  «  shallow  hy- 
pocrisy. However  uncharitable  aome  gentlemen  might 
deem  such  a  conclusion  to  be,  io  mj  judgment  it  would 
be  most  reasonable  uid  just.  Our  conduct  admits  of  no 
other  explanation,  if  we  consume  the  time  allowed  us 
in  discussing  ihe  difference  between  Iwo  systems  of 
revenue,  and  pass  by  unnoiiced  another  subject  which, 
by  our  own  declarations,  repeated  in  every  form,  touches 
our  existence  as  a  free  people. 

Sir,  I  might  here  content  myself  with  thus  expressing 
my  objections  to  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  at  this  time, 
by  the  committee  of  which  I  am  s  member.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  satisfy  the  House  that  the  necessary  hills, 
without  the  passage  of  which  the  Guvernment  cannot  ex- 
ecute its  ordinary  duties  during  the  year,  must  occupy 
us  the  entire  remainder  of  the  session;  and  if  we  should 
posribly  have  any  time  not  thus  necessarily  employed, 
that  there  are  other  matters  of  high  and  paramount  na- 


tional impoHanee,  vbicb  riiouU  lake  peeedesce  d 
this.  But  there  is  another  objeetioa  rertmg  with  petf 
weight  on  my  mind,  which  I  cannot  forbear  to  pu  nji- 
on  the  attention  of  gentlemen  before  I  Uke  mj  ml-  I 
allude  to  the  compromiae  act,  as  it  is  fainiliarlf  oiled,  tT 
March,  1833.  If  I  am  right  in  my  conceptioM  ot  Ik 
true  character  of  that  law,  we  are  not  only  forbiddnU 
legislate  in  the  way  now  proposed  al  tUs  time,  batttit 
we  eanoot  so  legialate  until  after  the  30th  of  June,  18^ 
without  aadi  sacrifice  of  honor  and  inpfied  bith  a 
would  make  a  bandit  blush. 

I  shall  not  pretend  that  Congress  hu  not  the  povttto 
alter  easentially,  or,  if  it  will,  abolish,  the  hw  fiia«  w 
rates  of  duties  on  a  scale  of  gradual  reduclioa  froo  ICj 
up  to  1842;  but  I  deny  the  right  of  Congreo  lo  doi^ 
unless  impelled  by  some  dire  necenily,  over  whiehji 
can  exert  no  control.    War,  that  greatest  of  sMtoab 
that  can  heftll  a  well-governed  people,  mi^  pw"* ' 
case  of  such  necesnty.    No  such  necesrily  a  pretendid. 
No  gentleman  here  will  risk  his  chsracier  for  ■nitj,  ^ 
rising  in  hia  place  and  declaring  that,  without  i  h»  hu 
that  on  your  table,  tbe  liberties  or  hsppineti  oflbt 
pie  are  in  danger.    No  man,  here  or 
pretend  that  the  compromise  act  of  the  W  of 
1833,  contdns  any  principle  which  menaces  the  pjw* 
welfare  of  tbe  coontty,  or  that  iU  Meralion  sndelW 
threaten  our  national  prosperity  with  imaiaeitl 
On  the  contrary,  sir,  the  echoes  of  ttat  ^enertlBoUtf 
acclaim,  which  reverberated  from  one  extremiif«« 
Union  to  the  other,  at  the  passage  of  thai      i"  « 
this  moment  scsrcety  silenced.    Our  cireumHiKeiw 
not  changed  since  the  passage  of  lhat  law,  m  "J^ 
connected  with  its  provisions  or  policy.  . 
that,  as  lhat  law,  in  its  terms,  fixes  the  nesiureof  p«e- 
tecUon  which  shall  he  extended  to  domeiilc  im""!**? 
up  to  tbe  year  1849,  and  «  it  was  considered  m  «*  m 
of  an  arrangement,  permanent  up  to  Ihii  tiine,  bjiw 
Congress  who  enacted  il;  and,  furlher,  as  it »«  " 
gsrded  bv  both  the  friends  and  foes  of  the  P™«|? 
system,  all  over  the  country,  and  as  those 
manufacturing  shaped  their  businesr,  snddtsposrti 


capital,  in  conformity  to  this  g«»erat  opiBM«i,ii"2J 
you  bsve  the  power,  you  bsve  no  right  "J^T "  ^ 
your  understood  engagement,  when,  by  so  doii^, » »F 
ital  and  labor  so  great  as  to  produce  jf^^ 
millions  a  year,  which  have  been  '"'"'"'H'^.^ 
faith  ihua  pledged,  must  be  at  once  dM<r''J[™ -  jL 
tering  essentially,  as  you  propose  to  do,  *5«  •?  "Vi  L 
you  bring  upon  this  labor  and  captUi  whit  "  =5^ 
destructioni you  sever  them  bv  viofeoce  from  Uwrp^ 
ent  business  connexions,  and  leave  them  „ 
accident  for  future  occupation.  1  beg  KJ'"'"^^, 
turn  to  the  law  of  1833,  and  see  bowalltbefoto^"^ 
compact  and  permanent  engageiMnt  are  esrenwj 
pressed  upon  it.  ^u.« 

The  first  seciion,  taking  up  ihe  P'*'''='" 'v^, 
such  as  paid  a  duly  above  twenty  per  cendim 
subjects  them  to  a  scale  of  grsdusi  leduclwo  iro» ' 
until  all  sre  brought  down  to  a  duty  of  twenty  pef^^ 
urn  ad  tchrem  in  1842.    Why  were  the 
cal  reductions  adjuited  so  carefully  through  »  p^^j^ 
nine  years,  if  the  law  was  ni.t  expected 
force'    ■■   ■■  nil.m.DKBK' 


f  for  lhat  length  of  time?  Let  any  B«"'''°*""Jfe 
oil  the  history  of  that  law  for  a  momenr,  sijo  "'r^,,^ 
no  forlber  difficulty  in  finding  the  prircipw    '  PJ^ 

nent  compromise  in  it.    Two  '  «.rtKi.  » 

know,  existed  in  the  country. 


nent  compromise  in  it.  Two  great  P"***. it 
know,  existed  in  the  country.  '^^'^ «  iwl 
the  designations  of  tariff"  and  anti-tanfT.  T"' 'V^. 
party,  cliiefly  comprised  in  theSoulhcrn  "'^=rL„,c/ 
era  sections  of  the  Union,  demanded  an  sblTiuw^^^, 
the  protective  principle,  and  a  reduction  ol  o"  ^ 
revenue  standard  alone.  They  allegedi '»> 
were  conaumers,  and  not  producers  w 
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wbieh  were  protected  by  law,  Ihey  paid  to  the  producer 
(in  the  protective  duty)  a  bounty  upon  bit  libort  and  in* 
•iated'on  the  injuitioe  of  IhiH  tftxin^  the  planting  Stalei 
for  tbe  benefit  of  the  Northern  mhafiicturing  States. 
Soeh  wat  the  ar^raent  on  one  ride,  whether  correct  or 
not  I  iball  not  here  paaae  to  conaider.  On  (be  other  aide, 
those  friendly  to  the  protective  lystem  alle^d  that  the 
policy  of  protection  waa  bef^un  early  in  tbe  hiatory  of 
tbe  Government}  that  especially  rince  1616  it  bad  been 
pumied  with  auch  vifcor  and  constancy  as  not  only  to  in- 
rite  capital  but  aetoally  to  impel  it  into  the  boiirieM  nS 
domestic  manufkoture.    Th^  instated,  and  with  the 
most  obvioua  reason,  that  to  withdraw  auddenly  that 
protection  wonld  result  in  ruin  to  the  capitaliats,  and 
wide-spread  m'taery  to  the  laboring'  classes.  '  They  pro- 
posed a  system  of  gradual  reduction  of  duties,  which 
woald  give  time  for  tbe  acquisition  of  skill,  so  as  to  en* 
able  them  to  operate  with  fittle  or  no  protection,  or,  at 
the  wont,  f  if  time  were  given.)  a  gradual  aiul  oompara* 
lively  harroieas  withdrawal  of  their  capital  and  tabor 
from  manufacturing  pursuila  could  be  effected.  To 
this  proposition  the  South  accrded,  and  its  substance 
will  be  found  tmbodied  in  the  law  of  1833.  Thus 
gradual  reduction,  extending  through  a  series  of  years 
to  1843,  saved  the  manufsclurer,  while  the  protective 
reduettoB  of  dutlea  on  all  protected  artiolei  to  one  stand- 
ard satisfied  the  principles  contended  for  by  the  South. 
When  this  waa  settled,  to  nndce  it  binding  andirrevoca* 
ble  till  1843,  the  parties  rnaerted  in  tbe  third  section  of 
the  bill  their  solemn  declaration  to  that  effect.  The 
section  referred  (o  reads  as  followa:    "Jndbeit  further 
enaeied.  That  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  (he  duties  imposed  by 
existing  laws,  as  modified  by  this  act,  shall  remain  and 
continue  to  be  collected. "  Conld  yow  language  fuiv 
nish  words  more  empbatloally  expresrive  of  a  declaration 
by  Congress  that  na^bange  was  to  be  made  in  this 
branch  of  your  revenue  system  till  J'une.  184S }   Did  you 
then  expect  yotir  .people  to  place  no  reliance  on  what 
you  thus  solemnly  proclaimed  as  your  determination  f 
>'o;  you  did  not  expect  tbe  American  people  to  treat 
you  aa  btdlow-bearted  knaves^  attempting  to  impose  on 
their  credulity.    The  soleobject  of  proclaiming  to  (hem 
the  unalterable  character  of  the  law  of  1833  waa  to  quiet 
the  feaiful  agitation  that  then  every  where  prevailed, 
and  give  stability  to  that  interest — the  manabcturlng  tn- 
tereat— which  was  most  to  be  afflicted  by  your  acta. 
What,  sir,  were  the  happy,  the  glorious  effects  of  that 
compromiser    The  day  before  that  law  received  the 
President's  approval  was  overcast  with  the  gathering 
cloud  of  civil  wsr,  deepening,  apreading^  and  blacken- 
ing every  hour.   Tbe  ground  on  which  we  stood  seemed 
to  heave  and  quake  with  tbe  first  throes  ofaconvuWon, 
tbst  waa  to  rend  in  fragmenta  the  last  republic  on  earth; 
at  this  fearful  moment  an  overruling  Providence  reveal- 
ed the  instrument  of  its  will  in  the  person  of  one  man, 
whose  virtues  would  have  illustrated  the  brightest  an- 
nall  of  recorded  time.    He  produced  this  great  measure 
of  concord,  and  tbe  succeeding  morning  dawned  upon 
the  Amerlean  horizon  witboat  a  apoti  the  ann  of  that  day 
looked  down,  and  beheld  ua  a  tiimquil  and  united  peo- 
ple. 

Are  we  prepared  now  to  break  the  bonds  of  peace, 
and  renew  the  war'  I  have  said  you  have  the  power  to 
do  so,  but  I  deny  your  right.  1  do  not  meaaure  tnat  right 
by  the  standard  of  law  in  a  municipal  court.  1  cannot 
conceive  any  idea  more  ridiealoua  or  contemptible  than 
that  which  finds  no  standard  of  moral  or  political  duties 
and  rights  for  a  Christian,  a  private  gentleman,  or  a 
atatesmtfl^  except  that  which  is  applicable  to  a  contest 
before  a  justice's  court,  or  a  nisi  ;>rtiu  jury.  No.  sir,  I 
appeal  to  a  law  in  the  bosom  of  man,  prior  and  paramount 
to  this.   1  appeal  to  the  South,  where  I  know  that  law 


will  be  obeyed,  and  where  I  know  I  do  not  appeal  in 
vain.  I  invoke  its  characteriatlc  chivalry.  I  call  for 
that  sentiment  of  nwnly  pride  which  Is  its  olTspring.  .  I 
summon  to  my  aid  that  sensitive  honor  which  feels  '*% 
stain  like  a  wound,"  which  abhors  deception,  and  shud- 
ders St  violated  faith.  Will  that  South,  which  1  am  sure 
I  have  truly  described,  jcun  in  this  odious  infraction  of 
ita  own  treaty,  and  unite  in  this  miserable  war  upon  the 
bboring  thousands  wbo  have  confided  in  its  securities— a 
war  not  waged  with  open  force  and  strong  hand— a  war 
not  waged  to  avenge  Insulted  honor,  but  to  recover  the 
difference  between  five  and  ten  cents  doty  upon  a  yard 
of  cotton  goods^  Your  approach  to  this  bsttle  is  not 
heralded  by  tbe  trumpet's  voice;  no,  you  are  to  take  the 
proposed  bill,  and  go  on  a  marauding  expedition,  by  way 
of  reprtaal.  You  are  to  steal  into  the  dwelling  of  the 
poor,  and  Coldly  capture  a  mechanic's  dinner!  You  are 
to  march*  into  the  cottage  of  the  widow,  and  fearlessly 
confiscate  the  breakfiut  of  a  factory  girl,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  planting  andT  grain-growing  Statea  of  thia  mighty 
republic!  -  Such  are  the'motivea  for  this  war,  and  sdch 
are  to  be  the  trophies  t)f  its  victoriea.  How  little  do 
they  who  have  presented  auch  arguments  as  these, 
in  this  report,  know  of  the  character  of  the  people  of 
tbe  South  and  West!  They  vainly  imagine  that  the 
high-minded  tons  of  tbe  Suuth  have  drank  of  the  fatal 
cup  of  tfaeaoreeress,  and,  like  the  companions  of  Ulysses, 

Lna  ihob  upri^  dupe, 
Aod  downward  fell  Into  Uw  grovallisg  swine." 

The  great  grain-growing  Stales  of  the  West  are  in- 
formed, in  this  report,  that  they  may  reclaim  a  part  of 
the  tribute  which,  it  is  told  them,  they  have  been  psying 
without  equivalent,  if  they  will  agree  to  this  bill.  Let 
me  tell  the  gentlemen  that  the  West  must  first  be  aatia- 
fied  they  are  free  in  honor  to  obey  this  call.  The  har- 
dy race  that  has  subdued  the  forests  of  the  West,  and  to 
their  green  youth  have  constructed  monuments  of  their 
enterprise  that  shsll  survive  the  Pyramids,  is  not  likely, 
from  merely  sordid  motives,  to  juin  in  infiicting  a  great 
evil  on  any  portion  of  our  common  country.  The  fear- 
less pinneers  of  the  West,  whose  ears  are  aa  familiar 
with  (he  sharp  crack  of  (he  Indian's  riflf,  and  hia  wild 
war-whoop  at  midnight,  as  are  those  of  your  city  dandies 
with  the  dulcet  notes  of  the  harp  and  piano,  they,  air, 
are  not  tbe  men  to  act  upon  selfish  calcalalions  and  sin-  . 
ister  inducements.  They  bold  their  rights  by  law,  and 
they  believe  that  compacts,  expressed  or  implied,  arising  ■ 
from  individusi  engagements  or  public  law,  are  to  be 
kept  and  defended  with  their  lives,  if  need  be — not  to  be 
brnken  at  will,  or  regarded  as  the  proper  sport  of  legis- 
lative or  individual  caprice. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  beard  much  of  late  that  ia  new 
to  us,  if  not  alarming,  on  thia  subject  of  legislative  com- 
pact. From  authonUes  of  no  mean  eonaideratioa  we 
have  heard  it  boldly  preached  that  the  validity  of  a  com- 
pact ariaing  out  of  law  is  an  exploded  paradox.  Itli 
represented  as  a  relic  of  *'old  times,"  and  we  are  told 
that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  liberties  of  the  people.  The' 
liberties  of  the  people !  It  was  to  establish  **  tbe  fiber- 
ties  of  the  people"  that  Robespierre  and  his  infanons  as- 
sociates preached  the  same  doctrine  to  the  deluded  and 
frantic  populace  of  France,  la  the  American  Govern- 
ment now  to  adopt  thia  creed  of  political  faith  F  How 
long  is  it  since  we  were  about  to  wage  war  with  France 
for  refusing  to  fulfil  a  treaty  which,  in  the  language  of 
our  constitution,  was  nothing  more  than  "the supreme 
law  of  the  land^'  Fur  this  we  were  ready  to  launch  our 
tbundera  upon  tbe  seas,  and  arm  our  whole  prtpulation 
for  tbe  contest  on  the  land.  We  requ'ied  the  proud 
monarch  of  the  most  warlike  nation  of  modem  times  to 
humble  himself  before  the  offended  majesty  of  "public 
law."  It  is  for  a  aupposed  violation  of  "public  law" 
that  your  amies  have  been  tllemately  hunting  after. 
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•nd  flyinr  before,  th«  fierce  Oeeoli,  Tor  a  whole  year, 
Mirougb  the  las^ns  aitd  haninocka  of  Florida.  It  it  not 
to  be  aupposed  (hat  a  people,  ihua  actiii)^,  can  be 
brought  to  (liirrgard  like  obligationi,  whether  contract- 
ctl  by  Fzpreea  or  implied  compact,  with  ita  own  eiiisena. 

I  hope,  air,  I  ihall  be  pardoned  Tor  dwelling,  it  maT 
be,  aiMnewbat  too  lonir  upon  thia  topic.  I  nuit  now  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  few  momenta  to  what  1 
deem  i  aingular  phenomenon  in  our  histury,  a)  aet  forth 
in  the  report  on  ynur  table.  It  ia  aaid  that  the  planting 
and  fffain-growin^  Slate*  hare,  since  1789,  paid  to  the 
manufacturera  nf  thia  country  about  three  hundred  and 
fifiy  millions  of  dollart,  for  which  they  have  reeeired  no 
equivalent.  Sir,  if  tliis  be  true,  since  the  laraelitea  were 
required  by  the  EgypliMi  tyrant  to  make  brieka  with- 
out atmw,  there  ia  no  parallel  to  tucb  nonstroua  opprea- 
aion. 

I  have  already  stated  that  I  will  not  pretend  to  tfiote 
the  precise  langusffe  of  the  report^  I  am  atfre  it  is  ata* 
ted  that  dutiea  on  imported  articles  to  the  amount  of  sii 
hundred  and  e>Rhiy'two  millions  of  dollara,  beatdea  thtr* 
ty  mllKona  for  ita  collection,  have  been  paid  rince  the 
jrear  1789.  It  is  also  a>ated  in  the  report,  ifhat  fcore 
than  one  half  of  this  amcregatcbad  been  levied  on  pro. 
tceled  articles.  The  whole  aCnpe  ofihi  report  labors  to 
prove  that  this  duly  on  protected  articles  is  a  jtrieroua 
and  oppresnve  tav  on  consumption,  for  which  no  equiv- 
alent is  received  in  return.  Connected  with  these  pnai- 
lions,  thf  author  of  the  report  endeavors  to  show  that 
the  planting  and  grain-growing  portions  of  the  Union 
were,  and  are,  tbe  conaomera,  and  the  few  Northern 
manafactarinK  Statea  the  producera,  of  the  protecteil  ar- 
tleleti  that  the  former  are  the  payera,  and  the  latter  the 
Ttceivcm,  of  the  dullest  which  duties  are  represented  as 
■  mere  bounty  to  the  labor  of  tbe  North,  lor  which  the 
South  and  West  never  have  been,  and,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  never  can  be,  reimbursed.  Sir,  I  shall  not  now 
trouble  the  House,  nor  my  friend*,  who  put  forward 
this  fact  as  a  truth  proved  by  Bpirea  and  tabular  state- 
mentt,  with  nnj  argument  apposed  to  it,  but  I  must  be 
■lloived  to  advert  to  it  aa  a  Western  man  with  feelings 
of  pride.  At  the  same  time,  I  muit^  in  commnn  with 
others,  labor  under  some  doubts  of  the  fsct  aaserted, 
•rising  out  of  tbe  known  history  of  the  last  twenty  or 
thirty  years. 

If  tbe  Weat  and  Southwest  have  paid  their  due  pro- 

Krtion  of  thia  unjoit  and  onremuncrated  tax  of  three 
ndred  and  fifty  millions  williin  the  last  forty  yean, 
while,  at  tbe  same  time,  they  tiave,  as  the  world  knows, 
conquered  the  savages  who  poasessed  the  whole  West. 
cm  and  Southwestern  territory,  cleared  lh& thick  forests 
Which  overshadowed  it;  in  abort,  if  that  portion  of  the 
United  Stales  has,  in  less  than  half  a  century,  as  all  ad* 
nit,  reached  a  point  of  improvement  in  weahh  and  arts 
which  other  tiotes  and  people  required  sgra  to  achieve, 
tbei^  I  ai^i  (  may  with  pride  and  eonlidence  challenge 
the  whole  wwld,  within  the  period  of  authentic  history, 
to  parallel  the  wonderful  people  which  I  have  the  honor, 
in  part,  to  represent. 

Butf  Nr.  Speaker,  snber  reality  and  tlubborn  facta 
compel  me  to  repress  this  exultstion  at  our  fancied  su- 
periority! modesty  compels  me  to  doubt  whether  truth 

tiacea  us  lo  far  above  common  mortality  aa  this  report 
Si  done.  Fact^  known  fiictt,  those  unaceommodaiing 
things,  that  ruin  so  many  beautiful  inventions  of  fertile 
end  ingenioae  minds,  are  constantly  thrusting  themselves 
before,  and  in  tbe  way  of,  the  figures  and  pbilosc^hy  of 
the  gentleman  who  has  labored  in  thia  report  lo  push 
b*  them,  and  drive  over  them,  to  reach  hia  favorite  con- 
clusions. Toa  will  observe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  are 
told  of  the  **  treaauriea  other  than  thoae  of  the  United 
States,"  into  which  tbia  eoormoua  tribnte  of  three  han- 
dled and  My  millioiif  has  been  poured.   In  the  sane 


connexion  you  hear  of  the  '*  princely  dtibriilran'i* 
that  have  been  reared  up  and  sutlsined  b^it.  Tit 
*'  princely  eaiabliithments**  are  in  the  Norlbers  mnk- 
luring  Slates.  The  "prince***  to  whon  tbe  tribttt  s 
paid  are  the  people  of  thia  happy,  fsvorfd  itp». 
Whcrfi  rir,  are  the  poor  oppreased  tribottric^  Ktoi 
ing  tn  this  report*  Why,  sir,  ie  (hat  nakisg^iutd, 
waited  wilderneaa,  the  West^ 

The  author  afthia  report,  under thataSaescsafiiM 
fervid  imsginstion,  has  spumed  the  shscklriiadbnikn 
through  the  embarraasments  arising  from  heti  mMet 
ed  with  tbe  scheme  of  his  theory.   He  rr|u>r«nii  6t 
Northern  manuftcluring  Statesas  another  imperii)  Row, 
sealed  on  her  aeven  hilb,  rioting  in  tbe  kixnrieisf  *ii 
despoiled  and  impoverished  South,  herlresHiinbM- 
ing  with  the  cnornoua  wealUi  poured  hibi  Iken  frt 
the  ravaged  and  desolated  provinces  of  the  We>t-  ^ 
uficiuring  ia  pictured  as  tbe  finger  of  iM**,  luning"- 
ery  thini;  it  touches  into  gold,  while  it  would  h"> 
growing  grain  and  planting  cotton  brought  m>! 
tion  without  equivalent,  poverty  and  uDrequiifd  >ik 
Sir,  if  all.  thia  were  true,  what  would  follaw? 
pie  nf  Ihia  country,  however  they  may  be  (tecllea  if 
other  natiuni  in  the  walks  of  letters  snd  the  pelitt 
are  known  to  be  ahrcwd  and  well-^nbrard  looen" 
their  ewa-pecitniary  intereata.    Such  a  people  «olc « 
found  rushing  into  the  munufacturing  diilricl^  ti"^ 
harvests  of  wealth,  and  wallow  in  laonftpolietKtfd't* 
ed  every  other  portion  of  the  Union  to  tweH  ih"'"* 
muUtion.    Such  a  people  would  be  found  toilwi,!" 
land  of  pestilence  and  death,  Hw  es^""'*'.'^ 
where  nothing  await^  (hem  but  taxation,  ind  t(*^ 
qoent  poveny.    Sir,  I  regret  that  fsct  snd  '"1': 
history  compel  me  to  spoil  the  beautiful  '^*'*™' 
act  calculations  of  this  admirable  report;  but,  ut,  m 
however  unwelcome,  will  be  found,  si  IsH,  t"' »«* 
guide,  in  wandering  through  the  Ubyriaths  d  ifta* 
lion  and  theory.    What,  air,  is  the  fact? 
ly  yean  the  tide  of  crnvntion  has  been  fromlha"! 
land  of  weahh.  and  not  to  it.    The  exodui 
from  tbe  land  of  promiar,  to  ihe  house  ofbondir-^  ■ 
shrewd  Yankeea  have  been  flying  from  "'^^ 
ease,  and  monopoly,  in  their  own  country,  to  ■ 
opprcrted  grain  and  cotton  raising  region  of  <•*  |^ 
seeking  taxation,  oppresaion,  and  want!  For  j 
three  yeara,  as  every  American  (except 
this  report)  well  knows,  population  fiwOi  '■•.'^'^ 
Slates  haa  been  ploughing  its  way  through  the  '^"^ 
Norihern  Iskea,  and  bursting  over  the  mc«iiti|«fc 
rosds  and  rivers  are  literally  choked  with  iM 
Where  are  Ihefee  colonists  going'   To  the  W**^ 
grain,  and  be  taxed!    To  the  Southwest,  WP^,^, 
ton,  and  become  poor!    Such  is  the 
report.    Now,  1  beg  to  know  whether  it  "  "JTmS 
our  good  nature  quite  too  far  to  ask  DS  to  wi«»^  ^ 
aet  upon,  ingentotts  theories,  and  loi^  r'!""'^mitit(i 
ure^  alaodii^,  as  they  do,  opposed  to 
known,  and  understood,  by  every  man  i«  i"*  ^Tj^^ 
twenty.one  yeara  of  age.    To  come  to  Ihe  ^jji 
which  the  lepon  has  arrived,  we  are  '«l''"^l^«i 
that  man  ia  blind  to  and  careless  of  his  own  P^Z^jt 
vantage.    Nay,  more;  the  authors  of  tb»  wr"' 
you  to  deny  to  our  American  race  the  Mmnw"!  ^ 
of  all  animal  creation.    Tlie  philosophy  ol  ^Ir  J^a 
teaches  that  man  shuna  esse,  snd  ^^"'"J^^"'^ 
hales  pleasure,  and  lovea  paint  that  he  '•^"'Vjufb 
and  courts  poveriyt  that  he  flies  from  P^f"'^fttt- 
subjection .   All  this  jumble  of  conirsdict*"' 
quired  lo  admit  u  self-evident  trulbib       ' 'drie  ix*^ 
existing  fscta  in  a'  way  not  to  contndiet  this  era 
tise  on  trade  and  finance.  .j.inide  f" 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  know  it  is  i-H"*^  P*'''* 
erode  uotioni  upon  thoae  to  wbomi  nm  ^  r- 
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we  ire  tsoKht  to  look  for  the  le«om  of  wisdomi  but  I 
hope  I  may  be  kllowed  to  inquire  of  the  fmjoritjr  of  the 
*<  Wiyi  ind  Meftiis,"  whether  it  had  not  been  better  had 
they  reTiewed  ilightly  their  philosophical  reading,  be- 
fore the^  nt  down  to  the  ardumia  task  of  writing  the 
production  now  before  ni.  Had  they  turned  to  the 
pBffea  of  Baoon,  with  which  I  am  sure  they  mast  be  fs< 
miKar,  they  would  have  found  a  TMxim  which,  since  the 
daya  of  (be  great  aolhor  of  the  *'  inductire  philosophy," 
haa  iic*er  been  diarrgarded.  I  think,  if  my  memory  is 
not  at  faoU,  It  teadwa  that  In  all  our  reaearchea  after 
truth  we  most  reason  "  ex  prmeaneestU  out  ex  pneeogni- 
tia."  For  the  benefit  of  my  unlettered  Western  friendly 
I  am  bound  to  render  myself  intelligible,  by  giving 
it 'm  thdr  own  mother  tongue.  I  will  not  be  responsible 
for  aeeaiaey,  but  I  am  sure  I  aball  not  mistake  the  sub- 
stanoe.  The  rule  simply  requires  us  always  to  reaton 
from  hnts  preriously  Mmittco,  or  prerioualy  known  to 
exist. 

Had  this  rule  been  observed,  theauthortof  this  report 
might  have  remembered  (hat  the  oppressive  tax  on  the 
cotton  grower,  paid  in  the  shspe  of  duties,  was  in  some 
measure  repaid  him  by  a  market  fur  350,000  balea  of 
his  eotton  In  this  coanlry  every  year*  which  market  he 
could  not  have  without  the  tax.  It  might  have  occurred 
to  them,  that  the  grower  of  grain,  who  paid  his  propor- 
tion of  the  duty  on  protected  arlielea,  was  not  so  badly 
off,  since  he  found  in  those  "  princely  establishnaenis" 
spoken  of  a  market  for  hiiflour,  pork,  and  beef,  wbich, 
without  these  establishments  furnishing  a  market,  might 
have  rotted  on  his  hands.  They  might  have  thought 
the  immense  emigration  to  and  vast  improvements  of 
the  Weat  were  nets  worth  attention,  in  aseeriaining 
whether  that  West  was  oppressed  by  the  tariff,  in  a  way 
too  grievous  1o  be  borne.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  assert, 
air,  that  these  facta  would  have  puzzled  the  gentlemen) 
I  only  mean  to  ssy,  sir,  that  vulgar  and  coarse  minda 
would  have  been  better  satisfied  with  ttie  report  bad 
some  noirce  been  taken  of  ihem. 

Before  I  take  leaveofthe  subject,  I  wish  tonolifcee  (tew 
other  diRicullica  whic^,  oppoae  the  eomideration  of  this 
bill  at  this  time,  and  which  ipring  from  a  source  that 
will  not  be  diaregarded  by  the  minority  of  this  Hnuse.  U 
will  be  seen  that  (he  bill  propoaes  a  reduction  of->our  in- 
come, within  the  next  eighteen  months,  of  seven  mil- 
lions. A  very  eonsidersble  por(ion  of  this  reducjiun 
fiills  on  the  receipts  of  the  present  year.  The  question 
I  ask  here  is  this:  Can  the  Treawry  bear  this  curtail- 
ment of  its  resources  now?  To  answer  this  I  appeal  to 
«n  aalhority  whieh  for  these  last  two  yeeri  has  never 
been  t^ueationed  or  doubted  by  the  gentlemen  who  pre- 
sent this  bill  to  the  House.  1  allude  to  (he  annual  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  on  the  6th  of 
December  Uit. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  all  sources,  du- 
ring 1837,  are  estimated  at  I  quote 
the  very  language  of  the  report.  Gentlemen  will  find 
I  am  right  by  reference  to  Document.  Ko.  2  of  this  ses- 
sion, page  4.  After  enamerating  the  various  sources 
(such  as  customs,  public  lands,  be.)  from  which  this 
•mount  it  derived,  the  Secretary  proceeds  to  compute 
the  amount  of  expenditures  for  the  preseiit  year.  [ 
■ball  give  bii  own  languagea  from  the  nroe  doeumeD^ 

**  The  expenditures  for  all  objects,  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary, in  1837,  including  (he  contingent  of  only 
91,000,000  for  usual  excesses  in  appropriations,  beyond 
the  estimates,  are  computed  at  $66,755,831,  provided  the 
unexpended  appropriation  at  the  end  of  this  and  the  next 
year  remain  about  rqiial." 

Here  gentlemen  will  see  that,  instead  of  reducing  the 
revenue  down  to  the  wants  of  the  Oevernment,  our  in< 
come,  from  all  sources,  io  183T,  falls  short  of  our  expend- 


itures, as  estimated,  neirly  93,000,000.  If  the  Secre- 
tary Is  right,  (and  wilt  the  gentlemen  of  the  majority  be 
so  bold  as  to  say  he  Is  wrong')  then  the  effort  should  be 
to  increase  the  taxes  to  raise  the  revenue  up  to  the  ac- 
tual wants  of  the  Government.  And,  sir.  if  it  were  not 
for  the  five  millions,  which  are  kept  in  reaerve  for  extra- 
ordinary demands  on  the  Treasury  by  the  deposite  bill  of 
last  year,  aecordingto  the  calculations  of  If  r.  Woodbury, 
we  should  be  impelled  now  to  increase  the  duties  on 
foreign  merchandise  during  the  present  year,  or  borrow 
money  to  meet  the  demaiMs  on  the  Tkvasury.  Let  us 
see  what  the  Secretary  further  says  on  page  5  of  the 
same  report.    I  again  quote  his  own  words: 

"  From  these  calculations  It  will  be  seen  that,  if  the 
outstanding  appropriations  unexpended  at  the  close  of 
1837  be  as  large  aa  at  the  close  of  1636,  snd  the  other 
expenditures  should  agree  with  the  above  estimates,  they 
woit^d  exceed  the  computed  revenue  aeeniing  from  all 
sources  nearly  ^3,000,000,  or  sufficient  to  absorb  more 
than  half  of  that  paft'of  the  present  surplus  which  is  not 
to  be  deposited  w'ffh  the  several  States.  But  if  these 
outstanding  appropriations  at  the  close  of  1637  should 
be  yuich  less  than  those  in  1836,  as  is  probable]  or 
should  the  accruing  receipts  be  much  less,  or  the  appro- 
priations made  fer  1837*  be  much  larger  than  the  esli-' 
mates,  a  call  will  becdtne  neeeasary  for  a  portion  of  the 
surplus  deposited  with  the  Slates,  though  it  will  not 
probably  become  neeesury,  except  in  one  of  those 
events." 

In  the  extract  I  have  read,  the  Secretary  has  quite  dis< 
tinctly  told  us  that  the  probability  Is,  we  shall  not  only 
absorb  all  the  accruing  revenue,  and  the  five  millions  not 
deposited  with  the  States,  by  the  expenditures  of  1837, 
but  that  the  States  will  be  called  on  to  repay  s  portion  of 
the  money  deposited  with  them,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Government  during  the  present  year.  How,  sir,  does 
the  policy  of  reducing  the  revenue,  as  proposed  In  this 
bill,  agree  with  this  state  of  things?  Pass  the  bill,  sir, 
and  in  eighteen  months,  it  is  said,  you  will  save  In  the 
pockets  of  the  people  seven  mitlloni^  which  would  other- 
wise be  drswn  from  them  by  the  Isws  now  in  force. 
And,  in  the  same  time,  if  you  place  any  confidence  in 
the  Secretary  of  the  Trea<ury,  you  will  be  compelled  to 
take  from  the  people  of  the  Slates  (who  are  to  hsve  the 
use  of  the  money  deposited  with  them)  an  equal  amount, 
if  not  more.  What  a  miserable  piece  of  bungling  jug- 
glery would  this  be!  Vou  simply  take  seven  millions 
out  of  one  pocket  of  the  people  stid  put  it  into  the  other, 
and  gravely  tell  them  you  have  saved  to  them  seven  mil- 
Hons  of  money  by  Ibe  process.  Sir,  the  people  of  the 
States  are  not  to  be  thus  deceived.  Let  them  look  to 
(his  measure  and  its  sure  results.  It  is  designed  to  bring 
about  a  s(ate  of  (hings  which  wilt  compel  a  call  on  Ibem 
for  the  surplus  revenue  depoiiled  with  them,  and  whichl 
am  happy  to  see  their  Legislatures  are  using  to  the  gen- 
eral advantage  of  their  constituenta. 

But  it  is  possible  the  friends  of  the  Seeretsry  will  tell 
me  his  conjectures  and  cslculstiuns  are  not  to  be  relied 
on.  Shall  I  receive  that  snower  from  (be  gendemen 
composing  the  msjnrity  here?  Whose  suthority  is  it 
that  is  thus  to  be  contemned?  The  very  man  whose  be- 
hests have  been  taws  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  ever  since  1  have  had  (he  honor  to  be  one  of 
Ihem.  Sir,  I  have  obaerved  that  it  has  been  thought  by 
(hat  committee  not  only  unwise,  but  even  contumacious, 
factious,  rebellious,  to  oppose  any  demand  or  to  doubt 
any  view  taken  by  the  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury.  Nay, 
sir,  I  hare  thought  sometimes  that  his  friends  on  that 
committee  considered  it  conclusive  evidence  of  essential 
vutgarityi  it  was  proof  with  them  that  a  man  bad  not 
seen  "good  society,"  if  he  presumed  to  question  the 
propriety  of  any  estimate  or  any  requisition  coming  from 
that  high  and  responsible  source.   So  prevalent  were 
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thete  opinion*,  llui  I  fear  1  have  MMnelimes  yielded  my 
HWnt  to  tpproprUtion*,  mrreljr  to  prrserf  e  my  character 
for  **  gentility"  with  the  "haut  toa^"  who  compoae  the 
najonty  berr,  u  they  do  In  the  committee  of  which  I 
am  a  member.  How  ia  it,  thei^  that  we  are  now  to  dia. 
miai  all  regard  lo  the  Mggcstiofia  or  ihia  officer^  Has 
not  the  Preaident  cerliBed  to  you  that  he  bti  diacbtrged 
bia  dut^  with  great  ability  and  great  fidelity  F  Do  we  not 
bear  hii  friends  every  where  rztoUing  him  to  the  iklea 
foT%  prodigy  of  financial  wiidom^  Did  not  the  Preti* 
dent  aeltct  Dim  for  bia  great  and  cwnprebeniiTe  knowl- 
edge ct  that  moat  perplexing  of  all  adencea— political 
cconomyi  for  his  Urge  and  accurate  acquaintance  with 
the  ehanneli  of  trade  and  the  iourcea  of  national  wealth } 
Surely  no  one  of  tbe  majority  will  doubt  this.  Now, 
air,  what  respect  ia  pfid  to  his  opinionSt  his  "official 
opinions,"  by  the  bill  and  report  on  your  table?  Tme,^ 
it  cannot  be  denied,  for  the  President  has  said  it  is  so, 
that  he  has  discharged  hit  duty  with  fidelily.  Is  it  not 
unkind,  then,  in  hia  own  friends,  bia  "  ministering  ser- 
vantt  of  the"  Ways  and  Ueana,  to  treat  hit  labor^  ftiih 
nch  cruel  indifTerencef  See  him  day  antTnTgln,  watch- 
ing the  varioua  currents  of  trade,  that  bring  wralih  to 
the  people  and  revenue  to  the  Treasury;  sacrificing  his 
ease  and  health  to  those  "tboughu  Which  waste  the 
marrow  and  consume  the  brain]''  year  after  year  de- 
nying bimael^  with  stoical  fortitude,  the  gaieties  of  this 
moat  refined  and  fasbionable  city,  brooding  with  ccasc- 
leas  and  anxioua  care  over  tlie  Treaiury,  if  not  tbe  Irees- 
nret  be  aha  like  "  aad  Prometbeua  batened  lo  hiarock." 
And  now,  sir,  aa  if  they  were  determined  that  this  Titan 
of  the  Treaaury  should  realize  the  fate  of  bis  prototype 
of  old,  bis  ancient  friends,  it  seema^  by  some  magical 
ehange,  turn  tormenlora,  and  are  prepared  to  thrust 
their  rulture-beaks  into  his  liver,  and,  with  remoraelesa 
voracity,  devour  hia  flesli,  without  ever  terminating  hia 
pain.  Sir,  tu  drop  figure,  and  apeak  in  plain  proaaic 
English,  thia  bit)  asks  you  to  treat  every  opinion  of  the 
preaent  Secretary  a*  stupid  nonsense,  and  take  aa  infalli- 
Dle  truth  the  conjectures  of  this  report  in  their  stead.  I 
ask  the  friends  of  the  Secretary  if  they  are  prepared  for 
tbiif  if  not,  they  will  vote  with  roe  to  postpone  the  bill. 

Ijtt  it  be  remembered  that  the  Secreury  of  the  Treas- 
ury, whose  views  ere  diametrically  opposed  to  the  pas- 
sage of  any  law  lookii^  to  ■  reduction  of  tbe  revenue, 
baa  gtven  bis  opinioos  only  a  noath  ago.  Surely  he  has 
not  changed  all  hia  notions  respecting  our  probable  re- 
ceipts in  1837  nnee  be  piibli^ed  hia  last  report.  I  should 
be  glad  if  my  colleague,  [Mr.  HAxza,]  who  told  us  the 
other  day  "  he  had  lately  been  behind  the  curtain," 
would  inform  us  whether,  amongst  other  precious  se- 
crets, he  had  heard  any  thing  of  a  total  change  of  the  Sec- 
retary's opiniona  on  tbia  subject,  within  ilie  last  few 
weeks. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  gentlemen  who  have  brought  for-* 
ward  this  measure  hive  emancipated  iheroaelvea  from 
all  respect  for  the  opiniona  and  recommendations  of  your 
chief  of  finance — \  respect  bordering  heretofore  on  ab> 
aolute  aubmiavion  to  his  will,  a  little  attention  to  docu- 
menta  emanating  from  a  quarter  still  more  venerated 
will  exhHiit  them  in  an  attitude  of  still  more  eztlied  in- 
dependence. They  are,  however,  (if  |  may  be  pardon- 
ed a  conjecture  ao  uncharitable, )  scarcely  entitled  to  a 
position  so  enviable  aa  that  of  aelf-relying  and  self-resol- 
ved freedom  of  action.  Something  of  the  dross  of  self- 
ishness, unhappily  (or  poor  humanity,  minifies  in  the 
composition  of  the  purest  motives,  and  stains  the  glory 
of  the  most  sublime  achievements.  The  committee 
have,  I  fear,  betrayed  aomething  too  much  of  a  quality, 
or,  to  speak  plirenolugically,  an  organ,  of  comhativeneas. 
They  have  not  only  apumed  all  the  trammels  of  prece- 
dent, and  deapiaed  all  tbe  opiniona  uf  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasnryi  but  determined  that  paradox  should,  in 


Uiemaelves  at  leaat,  have  the  merit  of  orglnsUty.  Thn 
have  act  at  nsujtbt,  nay,  scorned,  the  solemn  injanctioni 
of  the  President  himself.  Thus,  they  swy  be  aid  to 
•land  "alone  in  tbeirglon."  Sir,  wehavehwdBaeh 
of  General  Jaekacm'a  ^lem  of  adniidrtratioa.  ir  nj 
meaning  is  to  be  attached  to  this  word  <■  mtem,"  vhich 
can  stand  against  tbe  arbittary  dictation  of  ptrtj,  it  viB 
he  admitted  that  it  implies  a  plan  which  coDpreheoAiu 
order  of  proceeding  by  principles  extending  onr  tbe 
time,  at  least,  of  a  pre«dcntial  term.  In  Ibii  ticv,  it 
can  at  once  aee  bow  great  prineiplea  are  «s  tnc  udip. 
plicabte  in  practice  tn  183/  as  they  were  u  1S36.  TUt 
being  admitted,  let  us  see  how  tbe  bill  and  report  oot 
before  us  harmonize  with  the  doctrines  on  the  nne  ub- 
ject,  expreased  in  strong  and  earnest  advice  tsCoBgna^ 
in  the  President's  mesaage  a  year  a^.  IqaoletlKis- 
.tire  passage  from  the  message  of  1836: 
,  "Should  Congress  mike  new  appropristioo%  in  m- 
formity  with  the  estimates  which  will  be  subnitttd  fma 
tbe  proper  departmenta,  amounting  to  about  iveolf 4011 
million^  atill  the  available  aurplus,  at  tbe  cloie  oTibt 
next  year,  after  deducting  all  uneXpendrdtppropntlou, 
will  probably  not  be  leas  than  six  ntillioni.  Thicna 
can,  in  my  judgment,  be  now  usefully  ipplied  to  pro- 
posed improvements  in  our  navy  yards,  and  to  nev  n- 
tional  works,  %hich  are  not  enumerated  in  the  pratal 
estimatea,  or  to  the  more  rapid  completion  of  thotctJ- 
ready  begun.  Ritber  would  be  comtitutionl  ud  dk- 
ful,  and  would  render  unneeesnnr  aqratteBpt,iB«ir 
present  peculiar  condition,  to  divide  tbe  sarplyittTflut, 
or  to  reduce  tt  sny  faster  than  will  he  eflected  by  ihta- 
iating  laws.  In  any  event,  aa  the  annual  rrporlfroeiki 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  enter  intodeuiliAM- 
ing  the  probability  of  some  decrease  in  itie  remaedn- 
riitgtlte  next  seven  yeara,  and  a  very  coniideFsbledtJiic- 
tion  in  1843;  it  it  not  recommended  (hat  CofipmriioiU 
undertake  to  modify  the  present- tariff,  to  utodiSHb 
the  prineiplea  on  which  the  compromise  act  wm  pwtl. 
Taxation  on  some  of  the  articles  of  genenl  conwajiliM 
which  are  not  in  competition  with  our  own  pruiuctina 
may  be,  no  doubt,  so  diminiBhed  as  to  lenm,  10 umn- 
tent,  the  source  of  (his  revenuet  and  the  nncobjKt 
can  also  be  assisted  by  more  liberal  pro* iaoM  for  tbe 
subjects  of  public  defence,  which,  in  the  present  mtcil 
our  prosperity  and  wealth,  may  be  expected  to  enwe 
your  attention.  If,  however,  after  miisfyingill  ibeac* 
nwn&  which  can  arise  from  these  sources,  the  unti- 
pended  balance  in  the  Treaaury  should  still  cosiiautto 
mcrease,  it  would  be  better  to  bear  with  the  etil  uiiil 
the  great  changes  contemplated  in  our  ttriff  has  biTi 
occurred,  and  shall  en^le  ua  to  reviae  tbe  ijium  viib 
tbateareand  circumspection  wbieb  are  due  (01s deu' 
eate  and  important  a  subject." 

Bere  gehlleifiea  will  pererive  that  the  bill  sad  report 
are  at  war  with  the  Preaident'a  opinion,  i<^ini>|;r<' 
pressed,  on  the  same  subject.  Hark,  boveTcr,  tbe 
terms  employed  to  designate  the  act  of  1833i  he  * 
the  "compromise  act."  As  he  auticipatea s  coiuiden- 
ble  reduction  in  our  revenue  during  the  neit»e«s 
years,  and  especially  in  1843,  he  warns  us"aottsw 
lurb  tbe  principl^son  which  tbecomprDiHe ad oflP 
was  pasaed."  Spoken  like  a  man  aensible  of  the  sbfip- 
tiona  of  legislative  and  public  faith!  SentiaMati  «art>9 
\he  Chief  Msgistrate  of  a  nation  governed  byIaWi»M* 
duly  it  is  to  see  the  ohitgationa  of  law  fiutbliilly 
ed!  He  apeaka  familiarly  of  the  "prindpW" 
which  tbe  compromise  act  was  passed.  What 
mean  by  the  *■  principles"  of  that  act>  MoUuifj"' 
than  theae  mutual  stipuUtions  by  the  great  oontMsaf 
partiea  to  that  compact,  providing  torastsblr,fiufln>* 
of  duties,  which  should  lemain,  aa  the  act  itxlf  riprcw^ 
it,  till  June,  1843.  The  bill  diaregards  tlie  pnnop^ 
or  rather  violaiea  and  dealroys  the  priadpH  <>" 
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the  compromiK  act  «u  paaied.  Tlie  report,  iMtead  of 
antidpiLtingr  i  reduotinn  of  revenue  bjr  the  Uvi  now  in 
force,  goes  about  ftcilitatinr  that  reduction  by  legiatating 
in  •  way  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of  Ute  Freaident's 
opinion  which  I  have  quoted.  Sir,  I  call  on  the  chair* 
nun  of  the  Ways  and  Meant  to  aay  when,  before  now, 
he  hat  ventured  on  a  ayitem  of  policy  not  approved  by 
tbe  <■  speech  from  the  thronet"  1  aik  bim  why  he  did 
not  bring  forward  this  bill  last  year,  when  every  poerible 
expedient  waa  resorted  to  to  get  rid  of  a  surplaa^  which 
was  about  to  go  to  the  Statcff,  as  it  did  go,  under  •  hw  so 
odious  to  the  Prince  Rei^nt,  who  ia  to  mount  the  throne 
the  4th  of  the  coming  March?  A  bill  reducing  the  rev- 
enue then  would  have  saved  tbe  trouble*  and  danj^rs  of 
a  depoute  with  tbe  States.  That  was  tbe  lime,  if  ever, 
to  have  urged  its  passage.  Since  the  surplus  baa  gone 
to  the  Statei,  no  reason  exista  for  reduction.   Do  not* 

gentlemen  see  that  a  most  uncharitable  view  may  plaust* 
ly  be  taken  of  their  course  f  It  will  be  said,  that  as  the 
President  had  forbidden  you  to  disturb  the  compromise, 
and  at  that  time  bad  a  year  of  his  reign  remaininit,  in 
which  bis  power  of  reward  and  punisnment  could  be 
exerted,  you  then  dare  not  incur  ba  diipleasuret  bat- 
now,  when  only  aix  weeks  of  that  reign  arc  left,  to  be 
spent  In  tbe  languor  of  convalescence,  or  it  may  be  in 
the  agony  of  pain,  you  may  treat  the  opinions  of  jrour 
old  chief  with  contempt,  relying  on  the  sure  protection 
of  the  Executive  elect.  Ol  the  chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means,  (whom,  if  I  may  not  number  among  my 
frienda,  I  cannot  call  my  foe,)  I  fear  it  may  be  satd  that 
liis  eye  haa  been  so  dazzled  by  the  glitter  of  expected 
coronets,  under  the  new  reign,  that  he  has  lost  sight  of 
ftll  regard  for  the  primriplea  and  aatbority  of  that  which 
ic  now  almost  numbered  with  the  paat.  •  **Higb.reach< 
ing  Buekinghani  grows  circumspect."  What  a  striking 
eihibition  is  here  of  the  emptiness  and  vanity  of  earthly 
renown  and  mere  hunun  power!  But  yesterday,  and, 
like  the  mighty  first  Cs^ar,  "the  word  of  Andrew  Jitck- 
aon  mightharestood  against  tbe  wor)d,"aod  now,  **none 
■o  poor  as  to  do  bim  reveKnee."  Deserted  by  all  his 
oM  and  ftithful  follower^  abandoned  by  tboae  adoring 
crowds  of  self-styled  democrats,  I  alone,  an  obscure  and 
der'ided  aristocrat,  from  the  far  West,  as  our  nomenck- 
tare  haa  it,  I  alone  stand  by  the  desolate  old  man,  vindi- 
cating his  opinions,  and  stemming,  ai  [  best  can,  that 
torrent  of  contempt  poured  out  by  bis  own  fbuner 
friends,  which  is  likely  to  pursue  and  overwhelm  bin  in 
bis  retreat  from  the  scene  of  his  glory. 

How  are  wo  to  account  for  this  ungular  dVent?  Bin- 
rular  indeed  it  ii^  apparently,  but  really  what  was  to  be 
looked  for.  Politicians  who  belong  to  what  I  may  de- 
nominate, for  the  take  of  distinction,  tbe  school  of  idol- 
atry, do  not  worship  the  setting,  but  always  the  rising 
aun.  No  sooner,  therefore,  do  we  see  the  Itvel  beams 
of  the  retiring  hero's  setting  orb  begin  to  melt  into  tbe 
twilight,  than,  u  we  mig^t  expect,  the  thick  crowds 
turn  wistfully  to  a  dubtoua  and  uncertain  dawn  in  an  op< 
poslte  quarter  of  the  heavens.  With  characteristic  fit- 
fulneas  it  now  shoots  a  gteam  of  faint  light  shore  tbe 
horizon,  and  anon  withdraws  it  from  the  sight.  At  last, 
**  half  concealed,  half  disclosed,"  it  rises  on  the  world, 
and  hither  the  multitudes  repair  to  <*  worship  and  adore." 

Thus,  and  thus  only,  can  we  account,  sir,  for  those  cc- 
centric  movcmenit  and  atruige  contradictioiis  which 
crowd  tbemaelvea  into  the  annala  of  tlie  little  and  great 
aspiranta  after  the  peri^faable  honon  of  .thia  world  i  and 
thia  hill  we  are  to  receive  as  the  firat  offering  upon  ibe 
altara  erected  to  our  new  divinity.  It  b  in  thia  way  our 
new  sovereign  will  signalize  the  beginning  of  his  reign. 
He  will  destroy,  in  the  first  year.  oOO  millions  of  proper- 
ty, alt  for  the  good  of  his  loving  subjects;  and,  with  the 
blessing  of  God,  which  maybe  most  reasonably  expected 
to  attend  so  beneficent  a  work,  proceeding  at  Ihii  rale. 


he  will  anccecd,  in  his  reign  of  fbur  years,  in  destroying 
twelve  hundred  millions  of  the  nation's  prop«ty.  Thus 
will  our  excellent  democratic  Government  enable  our 
people  to  feel  the  force'^f  that  consoling  declaration  of 
Scripture,  "  Blessed  aforthe  poor." 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  should  be  happy  to  spare  myself  the 
pain  which  it  always  gives  me  to  recur  to  former  transac- 
tions in  a  way  likely  to  excite  un|deasant  feelinESt  but  I 
have  the  ratsfortane  to  differ  with  tbe  majority  of  a  com- 
mittee of  which  I  am  a  member:  1  am,  therefore,  com- 
pelled in  pelf-defence  to  give  every  reason  in  my  power 
for  the  course  my  conscience  impels  me  to  pursue. 

Tbe  House  are  already  apprized  that  the  bill  on  the 
table  presupposes  a  surplus  of  revenue  as  certstn  to  ac- 
crue within  the  next  eighteen  months.  The  existence 
of  thia  surplus  is  the  evil  tbe  bill  isintended  to  prevent. 
.Whether  this  apprehended  surplus  will  accrue  is  matter 
of  opinion.  I  wish,  then,  to  present  another,  and  only 
one  other,  document,  to  show  the  reliance  to  be  placed 
upon  the  o|rinionB  of  that  very  msjority  of  the  Ways  and 
Melns,  wb9  now  require  us,  on  the  faith  of  their  opinion 
ana  conjecture  merely,  to  pass  this  bill.  Many  gentle- 
men wilt  remember  that  various  projects  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  surplus  revenue  were  referred  to  thia  aame 
committee,  com'peeed  of  the  aame  persons  last  year 
which  now  compose  it.  On  the  lat  of  July,  1S36,  just 
before  the  close  of  the  last  session,  and  only  about  «x 
months  ago,  a  report  was  made,  from  which  I  propose 
to  read  an  extract.  U  will  be  seen  by  this  extract  what 
were  tbe  opinions  of  the  committee  then,  as  to  any  sur- 
plus which  might  posubly  come  into  tbe  Treasury,  and 
alao  their  prognostics  as  to  the  probability  of  such  an 
event  happening  at  all. 

After  disposing  of  a  variety  of  topics,  and  reviewing 
our  paat  history,  as  usual,  complaining  with  becoming  in- 
dignation of  bad  currency  in  England  and  America,  and 
deploring  the  existence  of  an  evil  spirit  of  speculation^ 
notwithstanding  the  late  death  of  the  CTnited  States  Bank, 
the  report  concludes  as  fullowai 

••Our  revenue  from  coatumsaiid  public  lands,  after 
1837,  ia  not  likely  to  exceed  the  expenditures  of  Gor- 
erhnent.  It  is,  therefore.  Important  that,  whatever  aur- 
plui  we  m*y  have  in  the  mean  time,  whether  deposUed 
with  the  local  banks  or  in  the  Stale  treasuries,  as  is  pro- 
posed aHer  the  ^t  of  Janusry  next,  should  be  preserv- 
ed, to  be  applied  to  the  extraordinary  purposes  we  hare 
been  compelled  to  provide  for  during  this  seuion,  "Bud 
for  similar  expeoditureib  which,  in  the  present  state  of 
our  Indian  relations,  may  again  become  necessary.  On 
the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  lat  of  Januaty  next» 
and  the  revenue  which  may  be  received  in  IftS?,  there 
will  be  charged,  in  addition  to  the  current  expenditures 
of  that  year,  and  all  extraordinary  demands  that  may  oe- 
,cur,  probably  near  fifteen  millions  for  appropriationa  au- 
thorized at  the  present  seanon,  making  the  elaipu  upon 
the  Treasury  in  the  next  year  greater  than  in  the  prca- 
seni,  while  tbe  revenue  of  1837  will  beeomiderably  less 
than  tbat  of  1836,  and  leaving  the  surplus  at  tbe  eloae  of 
that  year  much  diminidied.  As  our  income  will  not  prob< 
ably  then  exceed  our  current  rxpendiluret,  we  must 
rely  entirely  upon  what  surplus  we  may  have  to  defray 
all  expenses  which  may  become  necessary  in  extinguiah- 
ing  Indian  titles  to  lands,  removing  tbe  tribes  beyond  the 
MissisMppi,  and  fur  other  subjects  of  expenditure  of  an 
extraordinary  character.'* 

1  beg  the  House  to  notice  with  what  oracular  gravity 
the  prophets  then  uttered  their predietions.  "Our rev 
enue  from  customs  and  public  lands,  after  1837,  is  not 
likely  to  exceed  the  expenditures  of  Government."  We 
are  then  kindly,  but  still  peremptorily,  admoniahed  to 
husban  i  our  rurplu^,  if  any,  to  meet  those  exigencies 
wliich  every  wise  and  considerate  man  should  always  be 
prepared  to  expect  in  human  concerns.   Again:  at  the 

Digitized  by  Google 


1375 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1376 


H.  orH.] 


Surplus  Revenue. 


[Jam.  13.  IB37. 


clote  we  are  thu«  tddreised:  "K%  our  incom*  will  not 
probsbljr  then  exceed  our  current  expenditureit  we 
mutt  relv  entirely  upon  wh«t  Mirplui  we  awy  have  to 
defny  all  tlie  eipen»es  which  mvg  become  necemry 
in  extinifuifhinK  Indian  titlea  to  huid."  &e.  So  ipake 
the  prophet!  aiz  months  since.  And  now,  up  jutnpi 
the  chairman  or  rbe  Wayi  and  Meant,  *<  modrsi  at  Morn- 
ing when  the  eyet  the  yuuthrul  Phasbut,"  and  full  of 
the  tame  intp>ration  ihal  burned  in  the  botom  of  the 
seer  in  July  last,  and,  in  the  aame  aolemn  prophetic 
tonei^  he  tella  ua  our  income  will  eicced  our  expendi- 
turei.  Now  we  are  admonisbed  not  to  husband  any  sur< 
pluB  we  may  havr,  but  to  reduce  the  revenue  by  seven 
millions  in  the  next  year  and  a  half,  ao  that  no  iurphiB 
whatever  shall  remain. 

Sir,  when  I  see  with  wlitt  rutbleta  hand  the  commit- 
tee hat  torn  lo  pieces  eVery  alired  of  character  for  either 
ability  or  fidelity  of  the  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury,  antl; 
how  with  the  tame  destructive  appetency  they  ha>e 
trampled  down  the  authority  of  the  Prctident  himaclfi 
and,  lattly,  when  I  tee  with  what  ridieutous  g;rBvity 
these  two  reports  of  the  some  committeei  diflerinr  only 
six  months  in  their  aget,  contradict  each  other,  fhope 
the  genilemen  will  pardon  the  degrading  analt^,  but 
really  I  can  think  of  nnihing  like  them  but  the  celebra- 
ted "  caU  of  Kilkenny)*'  they  have  at  last  literally  swal- 
lowed each  other.  Sir,  I  have  done  with  tbit  tubject. 
I  know  I  have  detained  the  House  already  too  long;  fi^r 
ih't  I  mutt  find  an  apolosy  in  the  fact  that  I  had  not  the 
most  distant  thought  of  addressing  the  Houie  on  this 
subject  till  llie  afternoon  of  yesterday.  Without  further 
time  for  arrangement  uf  topics,  I  could  not  hope  to  pre- 
serve that  order  which  is  to  favorable  to  brevity  at  well 
at  perspicuity.  Let  me  again  implore  the  Houte  to  put 
this  subject  at  once  at  rest.  The  wont  evil  that  can 
come  is  a  aurplui  of  a  few  millionii  and  even  this  the 
highest  ofReer  in  the  Government  conneeted  with  your 
financial  system  tells  you  la  impotsible.  But  if  it  ahould 
occur,  aend  it,  at  you  h:ive  done  before,  to  (he  Stater, 
«liere  it  can  be  used  as  well  is  kept.  If  this  surplus  is 
an  evi*,  in  that  way  you  can  rid  yourselves  of  it  at  easily 
as  the  shipwrecked  apostle  thouk  otT  the  terpeni  that 
ft&tened  upon  his  hand.  At  all  events,  let  your  people 
rest  one  yesr  from  your  miserable  ezperimenti.  Let 
your  former  blundera  teach  you  tome -caution.  In  your 
attempt  to  bring  aHout  a  gold  currency  you  have  flood- 
ed tlie  land  with  bank  notes.  In  detlroying  the  United 
Statei  Bank  monopoly  you  have  raised  up  a  greater 
monopoly  in  public  lands.  Now  you  are  to  try  (he  ex- 
periment iif  breaking  down  what  are  called  in  this  re- 
port tlie  *'  princely  establishmenti  of  (he  North."  Sir, 
you  will  not,  cannot,  at  least  now,  effect  this  last  and 
most  cruel  experiment.  Let  us  then  put  this  bill  quiei- 
to  to  steep  somewhere)  let  it  rest  in  peace  till  2843| 
Ibrn,  perhaps,  it  msy  reappear  amongst  ua  under  other 
auspices,  and  with  better  cIhiitis  to  our  rega<d. 

When  Mr.  Coawm  had  taken  hit  seat, 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  rote  and  addressed  the  Chair  as  ful. 
lowp: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  gentleman  from  Masucbusetts  [Mr. 
Lawbbici]  has  asked.  In  a  veryalrong  and  emphatic 
manner,  whether  there  is  any  member  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, as  well  as  from  some  other  States  in  New  Eng. 
land,  who  will  rise  in  his  place,  and  declare  himaelf  to 
be  in  favor  of  the  principles  contained  In  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  tnd.Means,  relative  to  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  "  tariff,"  so  as  to  bring  the  revenue  down 
to  the  actual  wants  of  the  Government.  At  a  time  like  the 
present,  when,  by  a  wise  and  judlcluus  administration  of 
the  General  Government  for  the  laat eight  years,the public 
debt  hat  been  entirely  extinguished,  a  surplus  revenue 
of  more  than  fiirty  milliont  hat  been  acoumuhted,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  sentimenti  coDtained  in  that  report 


are  auch  as  ought  at  once  to  be  reaponded  to  by  every 
true-hearted  American.  That  the  prineiplea  contained 
in  that  report  are  the  aenlimenta  of  a  great  m^oriiy  of 
(he  people  of  New  Hampdiire,  1  bars  not  the  least 

doubt. 

Yes,  sir,  I  think  that  1  shouU  do  mf  oomtituentt  great 
injustice,  should  1  neglect  to  declare  here  in  my  place, 
and  on  thia  occasion,  that  their  opmion  is,  that  this  re- 
form should  have  been  completed  at  the  commeoccment 
of  the  lut  session  of  Congress.  1  am  wholly  ignotant  of 
their  wants,  if  their  wishes  and  desires  are  na/L  in  farcr 
of  reducing  the  revenue  at  once  to  the  wants  of  an  ceo- 
nominl  Government,  and  for  limiting  the  sales  of  tbe 
publiff  lands  also  to  actual  settlers.  A  large  majorily  of 
that  people  believe  that  government  is  instituted  for  ibe 
general  good  of  the  whole  community,  and  that  tbe  Go*, 
emment  should  carry  on  its  operations  upon  tbe  princk- 
and^  r1>les  of  a  close  and  rigid  economy.  That  no  more  mo- 
ney should  be  abstracted  from  the  pockets  of  tbe  people 
than  what  may  be  necessary  for  tbe  support  of  tbe  (>ot- 
ernroent  upon  those  principles.  Consequently,  tbey  are 
opposed  to  a  high  tariff  for  (he  purpose  of  raising  money 
to  he  expended  under  the  superintendence  of  the  (^d- 
eral  Government,  in  constructing  railroads  and  cansIl^ 
or  any  oiher  internal  improvements,  which  fall  witbia 
the  limits  of  what  hat  been  denominated  tbe  great  Anur. 
ican  system.  In  a  word,  tbey  believe  that  they  have  ca- 
pacity  to  manage  their  own  property  in  their  own  way, 
and  that  they  ought  to  have  tbe  privilege  of  ao  doii^, 
excepting  to  far  aa  they  are  conatilutioiiallj  bound  to 
contribute  tathe  support  of  the  Government. 

This  privilege  they  would  alwaytenjoy  without  malest- 
ation,  were  it  not  for  a  few  individuals  in  our  coontry, 
who  seem  to  think  tint  they  are  entitled  to  (be  peculiar 
care  and  protection  of  tbe  GovemmenL  But,  sir,  tlus 
auumption  is  not  well  founded.  The  constitution  of  the 
United  States  gives  equsl  rights  and  equal  privilegct  to 
(he  whole  American  people.  It  waa  upon  thit  basa  the 
Government  was  foundedi  and  it  is  thia  fact  that  gives  to 
much  harmony  and  consistency  to  Ibe  whole  ayttem.  It 
is  this  equality  of  rights  which  baa  Ihua  far,  and  which  I 
hope  and  trust  always  will,  bind  Ibe  people  to  closely  lo 
the  republican  institutiuns  of  our  country,  and  -lo  tbe 
Union  of  the  Sutes.  1  believe  (hat  Ibe  foregoing  tenu- 
ments  are  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  opinion  of 
ihe  great  tpottle  of  democracy,  (Ur.  Jefferaon,)  nol- 
withtltnding  the  manufacturers,  both  in  this  House  and 
elsewhere,  quote  him  ss  an  authority  for  giving  eocoor- 
agement  and  protection  to  domestic  manulacturea.  That 
Mr.  Jefferson  wai  in  favor  of  encouraging  domcallc  m»o- 
ufactures  I  readily  prani|  but  that  he  was  in  ftvor  of  gir- 
ing  them  any  exclusive  advantages  over  other  brancbes  of 
industry  I  deny.  And  it  would  teem,  also»  ibat  those  who 
have  been  in  (he  habit  of  quotiiv  that  veimable  gentle- 
man—that diatinguidted  patriot  and  stateamaB— ^  an  in- 
fallible  authority  upon  thia  subject,  suppose  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  ayttem  as  it  is  now  pursued  in  this  coua- 
try,  of  forming  manufaeluring  towna  and  ciliea  like  uoto 
those  of  Birmingham  and  Manchester.  Dut,  sir,  if  gen- 
tlemen will  only  oompare  Mr.  Jefferson's  opioion  upon 
(his  subject  with .  thlit  which  waa  uttered  on  a  difictent 
qccawon,  and  a  different  subject,  they  must  be  eoDvinccd 
that  he  alluded  to  a  very  different  fiyslem  of  conducting 
domestic  manufactures  from  the  one  which  bat  been 
pursued  in  this  country.  My  opinion  is,  that  be  alluded 
to  those  which  should  be  UterHlly  domestic;  to  those,  and 
those  only,  which  should  be  carried  on  around  the  do- 
mestic fireside.  In  that  case,  the  natural  alliance  between 
agriculture  and  manufactures  would  have  remained  un- 
broken, and  conaequenlly  the  confl*cting  iotcresta  «  hidi 
now  prevail  would  never  have  been  heard  of  in  our  hails 
of  leglalation. 

TberVf  lirf  the  husbtndRianj  with  tbe  male  portion  ti 
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bit  flunily,  is  emplt^ed  in  growing  tlw  flix  and  the 
wool,  while  the  good  howewife,  with  her  dtugbtera,  are 
engaged  at  the  ipinning-wheel  and  the  ]oom,  mftnufac* 
toting  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  the  wardrobe  of 
each  member  of  the  family.  This  was  the  system  of  do- 
mestic manufactures  to  which  that  wise  and  patriotic 
atstesman  alluded.  The  other  Mpposition  would  make 
him  contradict  himaelf,  wherein  he  comparea  great  citica 
to  great  aorei  upon  the  body  politic.  How  much  better 
the  family  system  would  be  to  the  country  than  the  oth- 
er I  ihall  not  now  stop  to  inquire.  But  I  think  that 
every  candid  and  impartial  mind  will  admit  that  it  would 
be  of  infinitely  more  service  to  the  country  to  raise  up  a 
hardy,  intelligent,  and  rlrtuoua  race  of  agriculturists, 
and  housewife  economisti^  than  a  sickly  and  fteble  race 
of  operatives. 

It  is  a  fact,  howevep,  that  the  manuftctoriea  in  thia  coun- 
try, especially  in  the  Eastern  States,  hare  been  multi^, 
plied,  one  after  another,  upon  almoat  every  waterfall, 
till  the  viU  and  aninhabiied  deserts  have  been  trans- 
formed into  populous  manufacturing  cities.  And  those 
capitalists  who  have  invested  their  fimds  in  those  great 
and  expensive  eslablishments  have  thought,  and  I  doubt 
not  sincerely  thought,  that  they  were  entitled  to  some 
exclusive  rights  and  privileges.  Hence  they  have,  from 
lime  to  time,  with  great  pertinacity,  urged  their  claims 
upon  the  consideration  of  Con  grew,  to  grant  them  pro- 
tection by  excessive  and  oneroua  duties  upon  foreign 
importations.  These  solicitations  have  not  been  disre- 
garded! t>ut,  on  the  other  hand,  Congress  has,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  importunities  of  a  few  capitalists,  levied 
upon  the  indispensable  necetsariea  of  life  the  moat 
unrighleouf  and  oppretsiTe  duties.  With  this  (^preastre 
system  of  taxation,  bowerer,  the  people  have  borne 
wishout  a  murmur  until  the  United  SUica  debt  waa  en- 
tirely extingui^d. 

This  having  been  accomplished,  andasurplus  revenue 
of  more  than  forty  millions  having  been  accumulated, 
what  could  be  more  reasonable  or  natural  than  an  ex* 
peclation  on  the  part  of  the  people  that  Congresa  would 
forthwith  relieve  them  from  an  oppressive  system  of 
taxation.'  Not  only  oppresHre,  but  unjust  and  uncon* 
atUutional.  They  know  very  well  that  the  United  Stelea 
do  not  want  the  money,  because  the  Genersl  Govern* 
ment  has  already  been  obliged  to  acknowledge  her  In- 
competency to  keep  what  she  now  has.  They  believe, 
also,  that  the  tiioe  has  arrived  when  even  the  manufac- 
turer, as  avaricious  as  he  may  be,  must  admit  that  be 
needs  not  the  aid  of  the  Gorcrnment  to  enable  him  to 
carry  forward  bis  opemtiom.  And  tbe  cotton  manufac- 
turer readily  grants  that  he  can  aucecisfully  compete 
with  tbe  whole  world,  save  in  ifae  printed  or  stamped 
fabrics. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the 
woollen  manufacturer  ought  to  make  the  same  acknowl- 
edgment. I  believe  that  it  is  oniveraally  acknowledged, 
by  machinists  of  the  ftrat  reputation,  that  the  noaehinery 
used  in  our  manfacloriei  haa  been  carried  to  much 
g-reater  perfection  in  this  country  than  in  Europe.  And, 
although  the  Uborer  commands  more  wages  here  thsn 
in  Europe,  (which  I  hope  will  always  be  the  case,)  yet, 
owing  to  the  difference  in  the  labor-saving  machinerj', 
as  well  as  to  the  fact  that  our  operatives  perform  much 
more  labor  in  the  same  given  period  of  lime  tban  Ihey 
do  in  Great  Britain,  make  their  aggregate  expense  about 
the  same  to  the  British  manuniclurcr  that  it  is  to  tbe 
American.  I  do  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  above 
facts,  yet  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  roost  firmly  believe 
their  truthi  and  the  reason  that  I  believe  them  so  is,  be- 
cause they  have  been  communicated  to  me  by  those  who 
liad  the  means  of  knowledge,  and  by  those  in  whose 
statements  I  have  perfect  confidence. 

Is  it  not  a  bet  that  the  great  body  of  the  American 
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people  are  now  paying,  and  for  years  past  have  been  ooa- 
pelled  to  pay,  much  more  for  coarse  woollens  tlian  they 
ought  tu  pay?  Is  it  not  a  fact  also  that  broadcloths  are 
selling  in  the  market  for  four,  five,  and  six  dollars  per 
yard,  (he  sctual  cost  of  which  dues  not  exceed  one  dol- 
lar and  a  quarter^  If  the  above  facts  be  true,  then  it  is 
very  evident  that  our  manufacturers  are  receiving  a  most 
enormous  interest  for  the  capital  which  thry  have  in- 
verted. I  trust,  therefore,  that  Congresa  will  no  longer 
tax  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few. 

Another  very  important  question,  sir,  has  been  pro- 
pounded by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  which 
ought  to  receive  a  brief  reply.  The  gentleman  haa 
asked,  with  much  warmth,  and  with  strong  emphasis, 
whether  there  is  a  concert  of  action  upon  this  subject  in 
the  administration  party  of  thia  House.  I  trust  in  God 
that  there  is  a  concert  of  aelion  upon  this  all-important 
neaaure  by  the  administration  party  in  thia  House  and 
6ut  of  this  House.  Not,  sir,  that  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
mmist ration,  excepting  so  far  as  the  honorable  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  may  be  concerned,  have  com- 
pared mind  with  mind  upon  this  subjeclf  yet  I  hope  and 
trust  that  there  is  a  concert  of  action,  growing  out  of  a 
common  political  faith,  which  will  enable  the  nuyorttyof 
this  House  now  to  perform  what  should  have  been  done 
during  the  last  sesnon  of  Congress.  Whether  there  be 
a  concert  of  action  here  or  not,  one  thing  is  certain:  that 
there  is  a  concert  of  action  among  the  people,  which 
will,  in  due  time,  force  its  way  hither,  and  produce  a 
concert  of  action  here,  whtch  will  relieve  them  from 
their  oppressive  burdens. 

Is  it  from  a  belief  that  there  is  a  concert  of  action  in 
the  admintslratioo  party  of  thia  House,  or  ia  it  from  a 
conacious  conviction,  on  the  part  of  tbe  oppoaition,  that 
the  lariff  ought  to  be  reduced,  that  makes  them  so  sen- 
sitive  about  touching  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  the 
compromise  set?  We  are  implored  again  and  again  not 
to  disturb  this  act,  as  it  would  be  a  breach  of  faith)  that 
it  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  tbe  manufacturer.  I 
would  be  the  last  man  to  disturb  any  legislative  act,  or 
to  impair  in  the  slightest  degree  any  article  of  compact, 
so  long  as  it  shall  be  for  the  public  good  not  to  do  ao. 
But,  air,  when  the  public  good  requires  the  repeal,  al- 
teration, or  modification,  of  any  act  of  legislation,  either 
of  a  public  or  a  private  character,  1  am  prepared  to  act 
forthwith.  Unless  this  is  done,  the  enactments  of  legis- 
lative assemblies  wilt  become  the  enginea  of  tyranny,  op- 
preaaioo,  and  injuatice,  instead  of  being  a  blening  to  tbe 
country,  and  the  purposes  of  legislation  be  defeated. 

It  ia  said*  however,  that  the  tariff  act  of  1833  wia  the 
result  of  compromise  relative  to  several  conflicting  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  therefore  it  ought  not  to  receive  any 
modification  until  the  time  therein  mentioned  shaU  have 
expired.  Almost  all  enactments,  to  a  greater  or  leas 
extent,  are  the  result  of  compromise,  and  should  not  be 
disturbed  ao  long  as  they  shaU  promote  tbe  general  wel- 
fare of  the  people.  Bu^  1  repeat,  sir,  that  when  tbe 
public  iotereat  does  require  a  repeal  or  modificalion  of 
any  law,  whether  pobUe  or  private,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
LegisUture  forthwith  to  correct  all  existing  evil^  so  far 
as  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  legislation  to  effect  that 
object,  if  these  principles  are  correct,  then  no  one 
should  hesitate  for  a  moment  so  to  modify  the  tariff  as 
shall  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government.  Although  it  is  denied  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massaehuaetts  that  there  is  now  any  sur- 
plus on  hand,  yet  upon  whst  principle  of  mathematia 
he  comes  to  such  a  conclusion  I  cannot  imagine.  Ac- 
cording to  the  evidence  which  I  have  received  upon  thia 
subject,  I  again  affirm  there  is  a  surplus  revenue  of  more 
thin  forty  millions  nOw  in  deposite,  subject  to  the  draft 
of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  gentlemen  will  take  tbe  trouble  to 
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look  into  the  conpromiM  weH,  as  they  please  to  term  it, 
ihey  will  find  that  there  is  no  iucb  sanctity  as  they  hare 
atteiDpted  to  east  around  it.  No,  sirt  but,  on  (lie  con- 
trary, they  will  find  that  it  cnntsins  a  claiiie  which  pro- 
vidM  for  the  rery  stale  of  affairs  in  which  we  find  our- 
aelvn.  This  provirion  deebres  **that  nothing  herein 
contained  shiH  be  w  construed  ai  to  prerent  the  passage, 
prior  or  subsequent  to  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty*two,  of  uiy  aet  or  acti^ 
from  time  to  time,  that  may  be  necessary  to  detect,  pre- 
vent, or  punish,  evasions  of  the  duties  or  imposts  impo- 
sed by  Isw,  or  to  prevent  the  passage  of  any  act  prior  to 
the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
two,  in  the  contingency  either  of  exccM  or  deficiency  of 
iwenue.  h  h  to  adjust  the  revenue  to  cither  of  faid  eon- 
tii^neks.** 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  above-mentioned  pro- 
visiooa,  we  are  told  that  it  would  be  sacrilege  to  touch  ■ 
the  tariff.  And  the  Mtensible  reason,  which  has  been 
repeated  again  and  again,  why  we  muat  not  modify  the 
ahove<mcnitoned  act,  is,  because  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
the  public  faith.  But,  sir,  is  this  the  cause  why  gentle- 
men are  so  extremely  senaitire  upon  this  subject,  or  is  it 
because  it  may  in  some  measure  affect  the  interests  of  a 
few  piivBte  individuals  f 

But,  sir,  supposing  there  had  been  a  deficiency  of 
public  revenue  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  GovemmenU 
what  then  would  be  the  language  of  those  gentlemen 
who  are  so  very  sensitive  relative  to  the  preservation  of 
the  public  faith?  Would  it  in  that  case  be  treason  (o 
disttm  the  compromise  billf  No^  siri  in  ncfa  a  eriiii  of 
affurs,  if  the  friends  of  the  administration  did  not  come 
forward,  by  concert  nf  action,  to  provide  for  the  de- 
ficiency, we  should  be  told  that  we  were  not  only  sacri- 
ficing  the  interests  of  the  manufacttirers  of  our  country, 
but  that  we  were  sacrificing  the  country  herself. 

1  readily  grant  that  if  there  had  been  a  deficiency  of 
revenue  to  meet  the  wanta  of  the  Government,  then  the 
tariff  ought  to  he  revised  immedtalely,  and  the  dutiea  so 
increased  upon  Uie  importation  of  forc^  nerebandiae 
H  would  at  Once  npply  that  deficiency.  And  u  tbm 
is  a  great  surplus  of  public  revenue,  upon  the  same  prin- 
cipte,  I  now  here  in  my  place,  on  behalf  of  the  people 
of  my  own  State,  as  well  as  for  the  whole  country,  de- 
mand a  modification  of  the  tariff,  so  that  the  revenue  of 
the  United  States  may  be  brought  to  the  wants  of  the 
GovcmmNit.  I  hope  thst  the  voice  of  the  people, 
through  tbeir  representative*  upon  this  floor,  may  he 
heard,  and  their  expectations  forthwith  gratified.  For, 
•ir,  1  am  firmly  persuaded  that,  unless  there  is  a  nodifi' 
cation  of  the  tarrff  this  session,  so  as  to  relieve  tbe  peo- 
ple firom  the  present  unjust,  unrighteous,  and  oppressive 
taxation  of  the  necesmries  of  hfe— their  daily  consump- 
tions— that  they  will  petition  tbe  Prendent  to  assemble 
a  new  Congress. 

But,  sir,  if  the  friends  of  tbe  administration,  as  well  as 
of  the  country,  will  do  tbeir  duly,  a  nodifioatlon  of  the 
tariff  and  the  limitation  of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
may  be  effected  (he  present  seuion  of  Congrrss]  snd  un- 
less the  rights  of  tbe  great  body  of  the  people  are  to  be 
yielded  up  to  tbe  importunities  of  a  few  interested  indi- 
viduals, this  desir^le  object  will  be  nceompliahed.  t 
my  n  ttm  individuals^  for  that  portion  of  our  fellov*i^tt- 
zens  who  have  invested  their  surplus  capital  in  domestic 
manufactures  compote  only  a  fraction  of  one  eighth  of 
the  business  men  of  the  country.  Yes,  sir,  seven  eighths 
of  the  business  men  of  our  country  are  agriculturists — the 
'  cultivators  of  the  soil — the  sctual  producers  of  the  indis- 
pensable necessaries  of  life.  And  although  those  who 
have  an  invested  interest  in  domestic  manuracture%  as 
well  as  the  operatives,  are  entitled  to  great  respect,  yet 
how  mueh  better  it  would  be  for  the  country  to  raise  up 
%  hardy*  induitriouh  intelligcDt,  and  virtuous  race  of 
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yeomsnry,  than  a  pate  and  rickly  race  of  opeiitin], 
which  are  collected  together  in  our  nunuficturin(  chin- 
It  doe*  appear  to  me  that,  if  any  clsss  of  people  on 
earth  is  entitled  to  exclusive  privities,  it  is  thoM  who  irt 
engaged  in  husbsndry.  Yet  this  vahiriile  dturf  wr 
fellow<ilizens,  which,  as  I  have  before  obsemd,  cm- 
pose  the  country,  have  cUmed  no  such  distiodios.  ii 
a  justification  for  the  clamor  which  the  msBuridunn 
have  constantly  made  at  the  doors  of  the  Nslioul  LrE» 
Uture,  they  bare  even  again  and  s^in  asserted  tbl tbe 
agriculturist*  hare  been  protected  m  tbeir  p«st  »nd  a- 
portant  interests,  by  a  duty  imposed  upoo  ttw  impwit- 
tion  of  foreign  grains.  But,  without  dvelliif  tcspt 
upon  this  pmnt,  I  will  only  ask  the  sltealion  of  the 
House,  as  weD  as  the  eountry.  to  tbe  follovifig  ittoui! 
ing  facts,  contained  in  m  rtatemeat  from  tbe  Tmsur; 
Department,  wherein  it  will  be  seen  that  the  duij' m 
foreign  grain  imported  into  the  United  9tet»  tnmiil;, 
from  1836  to  1835,  inclosire,  has  virtual^  btenmpn- 
tection  to  the  agrieuhuriil.  Let  the  itateaeirt  iptu 
for  itself: 

123  B 
30 'j 
SOS  It 

134  r; 

39  00 


It  is  also  mentioned,  in  the  same  communicstion  rran^ 
Treasury  Department,  that  "(he  amount  of^"''**'"^ 
accrued  in  1836  have  not  been  adjustedt  but  ff?»* 
quantity  imported,  as  far  as  ascertained,  it  ii  t^v^ 
that  the  duties  on  wheat  will  have  smounted  io  iwyw 
to  f 135,000,  and  on  oats  to  115,000." 

What  an  insult  this,  to  this  great  and  h'tghtj  nKmo.-; 
ous  class  of  people  t  Here  we  perceive  that,  in  i  tme « 
plenty,  there  b  a  duty  of  a  few  hundred  tloOV"^ 
foreign  grein,  to  protect  the  gfeat  sgricoltunl  in«f^ 
of  the  United  Siatesi  and.  air,  in  a  time  of 
scarcity,  what  ia  the  amount  of  duties  upon 
description  of  foreign  grains^   Why,  »r,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  tbousand  doIUn.  »P* 
the  agriculturists  are  rec^ving  this  piliftil  P"|^~j 
they  sre  paying  a  duty  on  salt  alone,  to  ay 
the  enormous  duties  on  iron  and  steel,  and  i"™^^ 
necessaries  of  life,  of  seven  hundred  tboa»d jlf  !f 
From  the  above  table  of  duties  it  will  apP^riwJ 
lime  of  plenty,  the  qimntity  of  foreign  grwD 
into  the  United  Slates  i*  very  limited,  to  that  iw 
tion  is  virtually  true,  that  it  affords  no  V'^'^rTx^, 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country.  I  ^ 
will  grant  that  they  need  no  proteotioii,  aad  thst 
sire  none  excepting  that  which  ia  to  be  derired  irw 
equitable  system  of  laws,  and  the  watchful  ore 
kind  and  merciful  Providence.  .g  ^< 

it  is  mid,  however,  by  the  adrocatea  of  the  "[["'j^j 
if  the  farmer  does  n<>t  receire  any  benefit  froaiW^^ 


Hut,  Sir,  I  oeiieve  tnat  m  i  time  oi  scsrcny,  «  '-r-^ 
of  privation,  the  American  sgriculturitf 
from  him  the  Eu^estion  of  increanng  his  V  .^j-d^ 
expense  of  his  unfortunate  neighbor.  Tei>  "^ 
of  people  hare  too  much  generosity,  hurasnilji  "r  j,, 
nanimity,  to  take  adrantnge  of  such  a  TejpilalioiH 
to  enhance  the  price  of  their  own  grain  to  ^ 
crops  hare  been  providentially  cut  down  by  ■"."j^J. 
,  ail  (  at  such  a  time  import  as  ' 
ou  please,  still  tbe  price  of  do«a  e 
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•tuffi  win  be  hi^  enoafrh  to  Mtiify  erery  huri»iidm«r 
whose  d'npMilion  it  not  corroded  by  anriee. 

Mr.  Speaker,  moch  has  been  said,  during  the  time 
this  subject  has  been  under  discussion,  orbome  industry. 
Is  home  industry  entirely  dependent  upon  those  who  sre 
interested  in  domestic  manuractures'  Where  is  the  ag^- 
riculturist?  Has  he  nothing  to  do  in  promoting  home 
industry?  Where  is  the  merchant,  who  is  carrying  on 
an  extensive  and  flouriabtng  commerce }  Ought  he  not  to 
come  in  for  a  share  of  the  preiae  for  encouraging  home 
industry?  Where  are  all  tnose  who  are  engaged  in  the 
mechanic  arts?  Are  they  not  slso  advocates  for  home  in- 
dustry? Does  home  industry  depend  upon  coltectinr 
together  three  or  four  thousand  females,  to  spin  and 
weave  in  a  factory?  Could  not  these  same  females  be 
just  as  industrious  at  the  paternal  firende  as  when  bud- 
died  together  in  a  manufacturing  eityf  My  belief  it 
that  they  could,  and  that  it  would  ultimately  be  much 
more  conducive  to  their  own  wdhre  if  they  would  re- 
main under  the  watchful  eye  of  an  affectionate  mother, 
and  in  her  presence,  and  under  her  direction,  attend  to 
domestic  manubcturei  in  tbe  famjiy  circle. 

Sir,  the  cupidity  of  the  salt  'manuAtcturer  of  New 
York,  the  owner  of  coal  minei  in  Pennsylnnla.  the  cot- 
ton growers  of  the  South  and  the  West,  tbe  cultivator 
of  hemp  in  Kentucky,  and  tbe  sugar  manufacturer  of 
Louisiana,  have  all  been  entreated  to  come  up  to  the 
rescue  of  the  woollen  manuhclurer  of  New  England.  I 
would  also  come  to  their  rescue,  if  I  could  doit  upon  just 
and  constitutional  principles;  but  Just  and  equitable 
principles,  as  well  as  the  provisions  of  the  coDSlitution, 
forbid  it.  Before  this  can  be  done,  tbe  constitution  must 
be  modified,  to  as  to  give  authoritf  to  Congreaa  to  dia* 
tribute  the  aurplua  revenoci  and  the  order  of  nature 
must  be  entirely-changed,  so  thst  that  which  is  now  un- 
just ^all  beeome  just.  For  this  reason,  I  think  there  will 
be  no  response  from  either  of  tbe  States  which  have 
been  mentioned.  Although,  by  a  reduction  of  tbe  ta- 
riff, the  salt  and  the  sugar  manufacturer,  as  well  as  the 
cotton  and  the  hemp  grower,  and  the  owner  of  the  coal 
mines,  B9  above  mentioned,  may  have  the  price  of  those 
articles  thereby  reduced,  yet  a  moment's  reflection  will 
teach  them  that,  for  alf  these  reductions,  they  will  be 
doubly  compensated  by  a  reduction  in  their  own  family 
expenditures. 

ISut,  sir,  the  people  of  those  States,  ss  well  as  their 
representatives  upon  this  floor,  are,  I  trust,  too  flrmly 
attached  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  the  constitution 
to  be  swerved  from  the  path  of  duty  from  any  siniiter 
motives.  They  will  ask  tvf  what  purpose  duties  upon 
the  importation  of  foreign  gooda  were  imposed.  And 
let  me  put  this  question  to  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion— those  who  have  been  educated  in  the  school  of 
JefTersonian  democracy— for  what  purpose  do  you  lay 
duties  upon  foreign  importations?  Your  answer  will  be, 
**  to  pay  Ihe  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  welfare  of  the  United  States.*'  The  above  para- 
pvph  embraces  all  the  power  which  Congress  possesses 
upon  this  subject.  May  lay  taxes  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
tbe  country.  Not  to  distribute  among  tbe  States,  nor  to 
protect  this,  that,  or  the  other,  particular  branch  of  in* 
dustry,  in  which  any  portion  of  our  people  may  be  eo* 
gaged. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  Ibe  dominant  political  par- 
ty of  the  United  States  believe  that  tbe  powers  of  Con- 
grew  are  thus  limited,  yet  there  now  is,  and  there  always 
baa  been,  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  a 
large  and  powerful  political  party  which  pretend  that 
Congress  has  power  to  distribute  the  people's  money  at 
will,  and  also  to  protect  any  branch  of  industry  that  it 
ebooaea  to  protect,  and  in  any  way  and  manner  it  cboasca 
to  do  it.   Supposing  such  a  doctrine  bad  been  avowed 


when  this  instrument  was  laid  before  the  several  State 
oonventions  for  ratification,  what  would  have  been  the 
result  of  the  deliberations  of  those  conventions?  Would 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  have  been  adopted? 
No,  sir,  never.  It  would  have  been  rejected  ss  a  tyran- 
nical and  oppressive  form  of  government,  fit  only  for  the 
protection  of  a  few  monopolists.  If  Congress  can  lax 
the  people  for  the  protection  of  any  number  of  individ- 
uals, or  for  distribution,  then  it  maf  make  a  specific  ap- 
propriation for  the  protection  of  a  single  individual. 

To  test  this  ntooe  of  construction,  let  an  individual 
come  up  here  and  aay  to  Congress  that  he  has  invested 
the  whole  of  his  capital  in  domestic  mannbctufest  that 
owing  to  tbe  g^reat  competition,  both  in  this  country  and 
in  Europe,  he  shall  be  ruined  unless  Congress  will  make 
him  a  specific  appropriation,  to  aid  him  in  contending 
with  this  competition.  Is  there  a  gentleman  upon  this 
floor  who  would  dare  to  record  his  name  in  fsvor  of  such 
an  appropriation?  Not  one.  No,  not  one.  Bow  then, 
risk,  can  tbe  nwmbera  of  this  House  consent  to  prolong 
this  onerous  system  of  indirect  taxation  upon  the  peo- 

file,  to  raise  money  which  is  not  wanted,  which  is  entire- 
y  useless,  or  worse  than  useless'  One  would  be  as  much 
a  violation  of  tbe  constitution  and  th«  principles  of  jus- 
tice as  the  other.  I  therefore  entreat  every  member  of 
this  House  who  professea  to  be  a  literal  constttutionalbt, 
all  who  profiess  to  belong  to  the  democracy  of  the  coun- 
try, who  have  any  regard  for  individual  rights,  to  act  in 
concert  upon  this  g^reat  and  important  measure,  and 
forthwith  remove  the  evil  which  is  preying  upon  the  vi- 
tals of  the  people,  and  sapping  the  foundations  of  all 
our  invaluable  inslituttons.  Yes,  sir,  I  appeal  to  all  tbe 
friends  of  equal  rights  and  privileges  to  come  forward  in 
support  of  sound  constitutionsi  principles,  and  the  cause 
of  justice  and  humanity  i  to  come  forward  with  a  deter- 
mination that  this  session  of  Congress  shall  not  dose 
without  a  modificalion  of  the  tarifT. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  said  that  as  he  was  anxioua  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  bestowing  on  tbe  bill  and  report  a 
deeper  consideration  than  be  bad  yet  been  able  to  give 
to  them,  and  as  he  had  no  doubt  that  there  were  others 
similariy  ntuated,  he  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  until  Tuesday  next,  and  that 
the  bill,  report,  and  tabular  statements,  be  printed. 

Mr.  MUHLBNBERG  said  he  did  not  propose  at  this 
time  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  bill;  but  as  it  appear- 
ed to  him  that  the  discussion,  if  allowed  to  continue, 
would  consume  tbe  whole  balance  of  the  session,  without 
eliciting  B  final  decisioDt  he  moved  that  the  bill,  report, 
and  documents,  be  laid  on  the  tablet  and  that  they  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  moved  a  division  of 
the  question— first,  on  laying  tbe  bill,  &c.  on  the  table, 
and  then  on  printing. 

Mr.  PATTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tbe  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  MoBUUTBaaat  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENG  was  understood  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  MoBLXxaiBfl]  to  with- 
draw bis  mtilion. 

Mr.  A.  MANN  aaid,  that  as  this  was  a  very  important 
question — 

[Cries  of  "  order!"  "order!"] 

Mr.  H.  said  he  merely  wished  to  make  a  motion,  and 
when  gentlemen  had  done  calling  him  to  order  he  would 
do  so. 

(Cries  of  "Older  I"  "order!"] 

Mr.  M.  said  be  wished  to  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  OWENS  called  for.  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion] which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  105,  nays  91 . 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  but  had  not 
made  much  progress  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LANE,  all 
further  proceedings  in  the  call  were  suspended. 
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Hie  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  and  report  on  the  tKble,  and  lo  print  ibe  aame. 

After  some  desultory  conveniation  p%  to  whether  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  and  print  wat  in  order,  wbipb 
point,  however,  was  not  pressed — 

Mr.  VANUEltrOEL  moved  that  the  House  idjourn, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayii  but  tubst  qucntly  with- 
drew the  motion. 

Tlie  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to  by  on 
the  table, 

Mr.  CAMBntLENG  hoped  that,  before  the  queAion 
was  isken,  the  bill  would  be  read  by  its  title. 
Mr.  C.  was  called  to  order. 

Mr.  HcKEON  inquired  whether,  before  he  ^ve  his 
vote,  he  miftht  not  ask  if  he  was  not  about  to  vote  for  « 
bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  Statea  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  say  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  could  not  do  so  as  matter  of  rij^ht. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  not  present  when  the  bill  was 
read,  and  he  wished  lo  know  what  the  bill  was  on  which 
he  was  about  to  vote. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  title  of  the  bill  was,  '<  A  bill 
to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government." 

Mr.  WISE  wiUked  to  aee  whether  the  cotitenta  of  this 
bill  corresponded  with  its  title. 

Mr.  MANN  objected;  but  the  bill  was  agfain  read. 
And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  and  re- 
port  on  the  table  was  thea  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative*  aa  folloan 

Yeas— Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony, 
Ashley,  Bailey,  Beaumont,  Belt,  Black,  Bond,  Borden, 
Brigga,  Buchanan,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  G. 
Chambers,  J.  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Clark, 
Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett, 
~  Fowler,  French,  Gaibralth,  R.  Garland,  Granger,  Gren- 
nelt,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison, 
Mazeltine,  Henderion,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hubley, 
Hunt,  Ingeraoll,  Ii^^h&m,  Janes,  Jenifer,  H.  M.  Johnson, 
Henry  Johnson,  K>lgore,  Lanaing,  Laporte,  Lawrence, 
T.  Lee,  Lincoln,  J.  Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Mc> 
Kennan,  Mercer,  Miller,  Hilligan,  Morri%  Muhlenberg, 
Parker,  D.  J.  Pearce,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Petti- 
grew,  Phelpf,  Pliillipi),  Pickens  Potts,  Reed,  Russell, 
Schcnck,  W.  B.  Shepard,  Slade,  Spangler,  Sprague, 
Steele,  Storer,  gtiiherland,  Toucey,  Turner,  Vinton, 
Wagener,  Wardwell,  Waaliington,E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  Young— 93. 

•  Natb — Messrs.  Ash,  Itarton,  Bean,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bo- 
vee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bums,  Bynum,  Cambreleiig,  Ciimp- 
bell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  11.  Claiborne,  Clevelaud,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Dawson,  De- 
benr,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Elner,  Elmore, 
Fairfield,  Forealer*  Fry,  Fuller,  J.  Garland,  Gholsop, 
Gillet,  Glascock,  Oralum,  Grantland,  Grayson,  Griifin, 
Haley,  J.  Halt,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynea,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hunting- 
ton, Huntsman,  Jarvis,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones, 
Klin^ensmitb,  Lane,  Lswler,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard, 
L.ewia,  Logan,  Love,  Loyall,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  Martin, 
W.  Maaon,  M.  Mason,  McComaa,  McKay,  McKeon, 
HcKiiDt  HcLenr,  Montgomery,  Uoore,  Morgan,  Ow- 
ens, Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patlon,  F.  Pierce,  Peyton, 
Pinckney,  Hencher,  John  Ueynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Btchardson,  Rubertson,  Rogers,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Shinn,  Smith,  Standefer,  -Taliaferro,  Thomas, 
John  Thomson,  Waddy  Tbompaon,  Turrilt,  Vander- 
poel.  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  L.  William^  Wise, 
Yell~117. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  bill  should  not  be 
laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  HOLSET  said,  that  ai  hia  aection  of  tbe  country 
was  interested  in  thia  aubject,  and  as  he  wiabed  to  sub- 
mit aPew  remarks  to  the  House,  he  would  now,  the  hour 
being  late,  move  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  H<  withdrew  his  motion,  on  the  auggeation  of  Ur. 
CAHBRELENG  and  moved  that  the  bill,  report,  and 
documenta,  be  printedi  which  motion  prevailed. 

After  tranaacting  some  other  buiineaa^ 

The  llouie  adjourned. 

FaiDiT,  JavvAt  13. 
SURPLUS  REVENUE. 
Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  postpone  tbe  further  consideration  oT  tbe  bin 
to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  in  order  that  reports  of  committea 
might  be  received.  If  this  motion  should  prevail  Mr. 
W.  said  it  was  his  design,  after  the  committees  had  made 
their  reports,  to  ask  the  House  to  Uke  up  snd  diqiose 
of  such  private  bills  as  could  be  disposed  of  in  the  coerse 
of  the  day,  and  as  would  elicit  no  debate. 

Mr.  JAItVlS  inquired  how  it  was  to  be  ascertained 
what  bills  wouhl  elicit  debate,  and  what  not. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said,  when  it  was  found  that  a 
bill  was  about  to  excite  debate,  a  motion  might  be  naic 
for  its  postponement. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  did  not  wish  to  throw  any  cdtttacle 
in  the  way  of  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the 
House,  but  he  thought  that  the  only  way  by  which  tbe 
general  subjects  before  the  House  could  be  reached 
was  by  adhering  to  the  ordinary  eourae  of  proceeding. 
If  the  bill  and  report  on  the  larifT  stood  in  the  way,  la 
them  be  postponedt  but  let  there  be  no  partial  aetiofl. 
He  had  no  objection,  if  the  friends  of  the  bill  deaired  it, 
to  move  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  pcat- 
poned  until  Wednesday  or  Thursday  next,  and  that  the 
bill,  ice.  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  there  was  already  a  motion 
pending  for  postponement  until  Tueaday  next,  anbnit- 
ted  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  [Mr.  Gal- 
braitr  ]    This  was  the  first  queation  now  pending  on 

1  the  bill,  and  the  gentleman  from  GtorgM  {Ur.  Holssi] 
would  be  entitled  to  the  floor. 

I     Mr.  HOLSEY  aaid  he  had  no  objeetion  to  a  poaipone- 

i  ment. 

Mr.  CAMBUBLENG  waa  understood  to  say  that  he 
waa  very  anxious  lo  take  up  some  of  the  appropration 
bills  in  tbe  early  part  of  the  week.  It  was  ool  hia  inten- 
tion, nor  the  intention  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  anii 
Means,  to  arrest  discussion  on  the  tariff  bill.  He  would 
suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennea-ee  [Mr.  Bkll] 
to  move  the  further  postponement  of  ita  connderatioa 
until  I'huraday  next,  and  to  make  it  the  special  order  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  said  that  he  had  proposed  to  with- 
draw hia  motion  for  indefinite  postponement,  and  to 
move  that  the  bill  be  committed  to  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  that  motion  had  heretofore 
been  submitted,  and  waa  now  pending. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  then  withdrew  hia  motion  for  in- 
definite postponement. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  that  tbe  two  pending  motioos 
would  then  be,  a  motion  to  postpone  to  I'uesday  next, 
and  a  motion  to  commit.  If  a  motion  was  made  to  post- 
pone to  a  later  day,  that  would  ts^ke  precedeoee.  If 
the  motion  to  postpone  was  withdrawn,  the  qoestioa 
would  then  recur  on  the  motion  to  commit. 

Mr.  BELL  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  postpone  to  a 
day  certain. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  that  the  question  would  then  re- 
cur OD  the  mottoD  to  postpone  until  Tuesday  next. 
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Mr  THOMAS  moved  to  poilpone  until  Monday  week, 
with  >  view  to  ^ve  tbe  Houae  an  opportunity  to  d»p(»e 
of  the  grave  iikl  important  queation  of  the  adminion  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  hoped  the  g'entleman  would 
name  some  other  day  than  Monday,  as  that  was  the  only 
day  on  which  membera  had  an  opportunity  to  present 
their  petitions. 

Mr.  THOMAS  substituted  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  JARVIS  hoped  the  bill  would  be  suffered  to  ulte 
tbe  ordinary  course.  Let  it  be  commilted  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
then  the  House  could  take  it  up  at  any  time  they  saw 
fit.  He  wanted  no  special  orders,  if  they  could  be 
aroided. 

The  SPEAKER  said*  if  the  House  rejected  the  mo- 
tion to  postponei  the  motion  to  commit  was  next  in  order. 

Mr.  WAKDWELL  inquired  if  it  was  not  necessary 
that  ttie  bill  should  be  committed- . 

Tbe  SPEAKER  reminded  Mr.  W.  of  his  decision, 
made  the  other  day,  that  the  bill  need  not,  as  matter  of 
necessity,  be  committed. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  Tuesday 
wceki  was  taken,  and  loat. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr-  Gilvbaith,  to 
postpone  until  Tuesday  next*  wit  taken,  and  lost. 

Mr.  McKAY  mored  to  postpone  until  Thursday  next; 
which  motion  was  aUa  lost. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  commit  the  bill  tn  ihe  Com 
mittee  on  Manufactares. 

Tbe  motion  to  commit  to  the  Committre  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  having  precedence  of  Mr. 
p^mKu'a  motion  to  commit  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, was  taken,  and  decided  io  the  alRrmative.  So 
the  bill  was  committed  to  the  Committee  ofthe  Whole  on 
the  state  of  ()ie  Union. 

Mr.  S  HITH,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
reported  a  resolulion ordering  ten  thousand  extra  copies 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  re- 
lating to  the  reduction  of  tbe  tariff,  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  House. 

The  resolution,  under  the  rule,  would  lie  over  one 
day. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  its  consideration  at  that  time. 

Hr.  BELL  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  consider  such 
a  resolution  then. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was,  as  it  was  a  report 
from  a  committee. 

Ur.  LAWRENCE  really  hoped  that  objection  would 
be  withdrawn,  for  it  was  a  most  important  document, 
and  ought  to  be  extensively  circulated  among  tbe  peo- 
ple. 

Mr.  BELL  had  made  no  objection,  but  only  an  inqui 
ry  on  the  point  of  order.  No  motion  being  made  to  con- 
sider, the  resolution  wu  read . 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  suggested  a  larger  num 
ber,  for  that  ordered  would  be  inadequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  membera  for  their  constituents.  He  moved  that 
twenty  llionsand  be  printed. 

Mr.  DENNY.    Why,  that  is  enough  to  poison  them! 

Mr.  CRAIG  thought  the  original  number  proposed 
Bufiicient. 

Hr.  MANN  would  meet  the  views  of  gentlemen  on 
both  sides,  and  he  therefore  proposed  fifteen  thousand. 
L^st. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  strike 
out  ten  thousand,  and  in  insert  five  thousand.  Lost. 

Mr.  BRIGRS  moved  to  include  the  bill  with  the  re- 
port,  which  was  agreed  toi'aad,  so  amended,  tbe  reso- 
lution was  concurred  in. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the  considera- 
tion of  reports  and  private  bills. 


Satobdat,  Jxwvamt  14. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT  IN  THE  DISTRICT, 
OP  COLUMBIA. 
Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  said  that,  on  the  third  day  of 
last  June,  a  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  had  been  adopted  by  the 
House,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  State  to  ascertain 
and  report  to  the  House  the  number  of  persons  impris- 
oned for  debt  since  the  year  1820,  in  Ihe  District  of 
Columbia}  the  time  during  which  they  had  been  impris- 
oned; the  amounta  of  their  respective  debts;  the  portions 
thereof  which  had  been  paid  in  consequence  of  their 
imprisonment;  the  expense  to  the  creditors  of  maintain, 
ing  them,  &c.  Mr.  A.  wished  to  inquire  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  Diatricl  of  Columbia, 
or  from  some  other  member  of  it,  whether  there  had 
been  any  report  from  the  Secretary  In  answer  to  the  res- 
olution. 

[It  appeared,  from  a  statement  made  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  House,  and  Mr.  W.  B.wSiiaFi.Bo,  that  such  a  report 
had  been  made  during  the  present  session  oF  Congress, 
that  it  had  been  placed  In  the  hands  of  the  official  print- 
er, but|that,  being  very  long,  copies  of  it  had  not  yet 
been  furnished  to  the  members.] 

Mr.  A.  said  his  reason  for  making  the  inquiry  wa^ 
that  amongst  the  prisoners  was  one  of  his  constituents. 
The  individual  was  confined  there  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, at  the  time  this  resolution  wu  adopted.  He  was 
there  still,  for  debt;  and  it  was  Mr.  A'a  firm  belief  that 
he  was  there  only  for  having  been  too  zealous  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty  as  an  officer  of  Ihe  Government,  for 
debts  vastly  inferior  in  amount  to  what  was  due  to  him 
from  the  nation,  if  justice  was  done. 

Mr.  A.  was  anxious  that  the  House  should  act  on  the 
resolution. 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  PICKENS  was  dealrous  of  some  information  from 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflaira  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject of  Texas.  He  wished  to  inquire  of  the  honorable 
chairman  of  that  committee  (whom  he  saw  in  his  seat)  if 
he  could  give  the  House  some  information  when  a  report 
on  the  subject  of  the  President's  specisl  message  in  re- 
lation to  Texas  might  be  expected  from  that  commitee, 
or  if  any  report  at  all  was  to  be  msde.  He  hoped  tbe 
chairman  would  respond  to  his  inquiry. 

Mr.  HOWARD  (chairman  of  the  committee)  said  he 
had  no  objection  at  all,  and  would  reply  cheerfully,  so 
far  as  he  knew,  to  the  question  propounded  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina.  The  committee  had  been 
very  industriously  engaged  in  tbe  consideration  of  that 
subjec*.  and  had  held  repeated  meetings  upon  it.  As 
yet,  they  had  come  to  no  conclusion.  He  could  only  re- 
peat that  the  committee  had  lost  no  timein  ihe  investiga- 
tion, for  it  had  occupied  theiralmost  undivided  attention 
since  it  had  been  referred  to  them,  almost  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  every  thing  else. 

Mr.  PICKENS.  Was  be  to  understand  thst  the  com. 
mittee  hsd  come  to  no  conclusion  vhether  thqr  would 
report  or  not? 

Mr.  HOWARD.  They  had  eome  to  no  conclusion 
whatever. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  HARLAN  Bsk«d  the  consent  of  the  House  st  this 
time  to  Submit  a  resolution  that  on  Monday  next  \hm 
States  should  be  called  for  petitions  in  reverse  order. 

[This  resolution,  if  adopted,  would  entitle  the  new 
States  to  be  first  called  upon.] 

Objection  having  been  made, 

Mr.  DAVIS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  hoped  that  Ihe  rule  would  not 
be  suspended.   He  hoped  the  House  would  understand 
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what  he  presumed  to  be  Ihe  object  of  Ibe  molutloni 
ihit  wu*  to  postpone  the  debtte  comowneed  on  Monday 
last,  and  which  waa  left  in  «  ttite  of  auapenae;  one  gen- 
tleman having  begun  a  apeecb  which  he  did  not  finiah. 
The  object  of  the  retolution  waa  to  pve  that  tubjeet 
the  go-by.  He  hoped  the  debate  would  be  auffered  to 
take  ita  couract 

And  the  queation  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
waa  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neipttive:  Ayea  88,  noes 
46— two  thirda  not  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  rule  waa  not  suspended. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  the  question  had  certainly  not  been 
understood  in  that  part  of  the  House,  nr  the  rale  would 
have  been  suspended .  Hecstled  for  tellera. 

The  CHAIR  aaid  it  waa  too  latei  the  deeiiion  of  the 
House  having  been  announced. 

llr.  BELL  gave  notice  that  he  would  renew  faia  mo* 
tlon  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of 
election-  He  had  forborne  to  urge  this  subject  on  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  because  he  had  expected  that 
the  resolution  proposed  by'  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Hr.  C.  AluHi]  in  retatioo  to  grants  of  Ihe  public 
janda  to  such  Stateaashad  not  heretofore  received  them, 
Tould  be  di^Mied  of  thia  mormi^.  But  if  the  House 
would  pcrwst  in  these  abortive  motions  to  suspend  the 
rule  for  partiri  purposes,  he  should  be  compelled  to 
preaa  bia  motion.  He  would  waive  it  now,  ifthe  House 
would  resume  the  consideration  of  that  resolution. 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Alum,  of  Kentucky, 
providing  for  gnnta  of  public  lands  to  such  States  aa 
had  not  heretofore  received  them,  ti^ether  with  the 
amendments  thereto  pending. 

Mr.  LANE,  who  held  the  floor  when  the  subject  was 
last  under  consideration,  resumed  and  concluded  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  BELL  said  be  rose  more  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting a  few  remarks  nn  the  propriety  of  bringing  this 
discussion  to  a  close,  than  for  any  other  purpose,  al- 
though the  aubject  was  of  great  interest^  and  though  he 
had  himself  been  perfectly  willing  it  should  be  sent  to  a 
committee.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  proposition 
was  too  narrow  for  the  time  at  which  it  was  brought  for- 
ward) and  he  thought  that  Ihe  necessity  of  broader  ac- 
tion must  have  become  apparent  to  every  man.  If  there 
waa  one  question,  above  all  others,  on  which  prompt  ac- 
tion was  required*  it  was  that  of  disposing  permanently 
of  the  various  queslinns  which  had  arisen  In  relation  tp 
the  public  landa.  If  they  were  to  he  diatributed  in  any 
d^^ree,  to  any  extent,  let  it  be  done.  If  it  was  not  the 
■ense  of  the  country  that  this  should  be  done,  let  Con- 
gress declare  that  sentiment  by  a  vote  which  would 
give  proof  of  its  permanence. 

The  question  of  graduation,  fi>r  instance,  waa  intimate- 
ly connected  with  this  aubjeclt  but  he  did  not  consider 
even  that  of  so  much  importanee  as  that  the  question 
ahould  be  settled  one  way  or  another.  He  would  give 
his  vote  at  once  in  favor  of  the  fpnaduating  ^alem,  pro- 
vided the  queation  could  be  settled  permanently.  Mr. 
B.  then  alluded  to  the  question  of  pre-emption  rights. 
Justice  required  that  the  inhabiiants  of  the  country 
should  know  what  was  to  be  our  established  policy;  and 
that,  if  it  was  not  intended  to  give  theie  pre-emption 
rights.  Congress  should  at  once  declare  ao.  He  regard- 
edthe  permanent  settlement  of  theaequeations,  however, 
ai  of  far  lesa  importance  than  the  mode  by  which  they 
ahould  be  settled.  He  was  ready  to  reduce  the  price  of 
public  lands,  if  such  should  be  the  sense  of  the  House. 
He  believed  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the  country  that 
it  shoold  be  done;  and  he  ahould  hereartcr,  at  a  proper 
aeaaon,  have  aomething  to  say  on  this  topic.   He  would  ' 


move  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  aub- 
ject until  this  day  fortnight,  in  order  that  the  Stttea 
might  be  called  in  their  turns  for  reaohilionsj  or,  if  any 
member  would  auggeat  il,  he  would  iwrre  to  bj  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Hr.  BOND  moved  that  the  same  be  laid  on  the  t^lr. 

Hr.  C.  ALLAN  edied  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  that 
motion^  which  were  ordered. 

Hr.  HUNTSMAN  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether,  if 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed,  the  effect  of 
that  vote  would  be  the  final  rejectiun'of  the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  it  woiud  be  in  tmler  to  nove  to 
lake  up  the  subject  at  any  timei  when  notione  of  siaUar 
import  were  in  order. 

Hr.  C.  ALLAN  moved  thai  the  Honae  proceed  to  the 
private  ordera  of  the  day. 

Hr.  B£LL  hoped  Ihe  subject  would  be  dispoeed  of 
now. 

Hr.  C.  ALLAN  objected)  and  the  Speaker  thcreupoa 
announced  the  private  orders  of  the  day,  when  several 
engroased  billa  were  taken  up  and  passed. 

N.  AND  L.  DANA. 

The  bill  to  refund  certain  duties  paid  by  Hesan.  N. 
Sc  L.  Dana  &  Co.,  on  aalt  deatroyed  by  flood,  comrng 

up— 

Hr.  SMITH  said  he  commended  most  mncerely  the 

vigilance  with  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  C.  Jobksov]  watched  over  the  TVeas- 
ury  of  the  Government.  He  was  sure,  neverthelen, 
that  the  gentleman  was  no  less  ready  than  other*  to  re- 
fund to  individual  elaimanls  their  honest  duea^  in  casu 
where,  upon  full  inveatigation,  the  Government  ia  Aowa 
to  be  pnsaesaed'or moneys  that  rightfully  belong  to  indt- 
victuals.  I  am  most  sensible,  said  Mr.  S.,  of  the  impoaai- 
bilily  that  every  member  upon  this  floor  should  exaime 
with  a  just  scrutiny  every  claim  that  cornea  before  u«,  ao 
as  to  enable  him  to  discriminate  justly  between  their 
merits,  and  the  principles  which  they  respectiwiy  in- 
volve, ir  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had 
thus  scrutinized  the  claim  now  before  the  House,  and  as- 
certained carefully  the  diatinction  that  exists  between 
the  principles  it  involves  and  the  princaplea  of  the 

fire  bill"  reported  in  favor  of  the  New  York  chy  mer- 
chants, he  would  not  have  assimilated  thia  bill  to  that,  as 
being  of  precisely  the  same  character,  and  as  establish!i>g 
a  precedent  by  which  millions  of  dolhirs  would  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  thia  bill,  however 
it  may  be  of  a  kindred  character  with  the  New  Tork 
fire  hill,  is  not  dependent  upon  the  same  principles  with 
that  bilij  and  the  paasageof  thia  bill  will  furnish  no 
precedent  for  the  passage  of  the  other  bill,  of  which  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  expresaea  so  much  appretten- 
aion.  Whether  there  be  in  the  other  bill  sufficient  merit 
to  justify  its  psssage  or  not,  it  is  not  now  the  time  to  dr- 
ci<lej  nor  do  I  now  feel  myself  called  upon  to  aajr 
whether  I  shall  or  shall  not  give  that  hill  my  support. 

What,  sir,  ia  Ihe  character  of  the  bill  now  bcfiire  Ihe 
House?  It  ia  to  refund  the  duties  paid  upon  a  eertwn 
amount  of  salt  imported  by  the  clatmanta,  and  dealroycd 
by  a  most  extraordinary  flood,  on  the  night  of  the  same 
day  when  it  was  landed  upon  the  wharf.  1  beg  Irave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  candid  connderatioa 
of  the  principlea  involved  in  this  bill}  for  they  are,  na  the 
gentleman  from  Tennesaee  has  suppoaed,  of  much  mag- 
nitude, snd  certainly  of  great  interest  to  the  merCantHe 
interesia  of  the  country,  aa  well  at  of  interest  to  the  Gov- 
ernmenti  they  merit  the  deUbmte  condderatioe  of  the 
House. 

I'he  principles  adopted  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  reporting  this  bill,  are  specifically  stated 
in  the  report  which  I  had  the  honm*  to  make  to  the 
House  upon  it,  and  are  as  follows: 
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**ThBt  relief  far  the  reiDbMon  of  dalieinpoii  goods 
dcMroyed  by  itienUible  ueideot  can  be  nUay  gnnted 
in  thoM  csaiest  and  in  those  case*  only — 

"  Where  the  goodi  were  still  in  their  original  state  u 
imported,  and  had  not  entered  into  the  masa  of  commod- 
ities destined  for  the  immediate  ewMumptioD  of  the 
country . 

Where  the  circumstances  of  the  loss  are  auch  as  not 
only  to  excite  no  suspicion  of  fraud*  but  as  expressly 
and  directly  to  ezehide  the  possibility  of  it. 

"  Where  the  losa  could  not  hare  been  covered  by  or  • 
dinary  insurance,  or  guarded  against  by  the  caution  and 
diligence  of  a  vigilint  and  prudent  man  of  busincu. 

"  Where  the  evidence  to  all  these  poinU  is  full,  direct, 
unquestionable,  and  of  the  highest  nature  the  cue  will 
permit." 

Now,  sir,  I  appeal  to  the  deliberate  judgment  of  thia 
House  to  determine  whether  these  principles  are  not 
fiMinded  in  sound  policy  and  substaBtuI  justice,  both  as 
they  affect  the  Government  and  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity. Both  are  deeply  interested  in  the  judgment  of 
Congress  upon  this  subject,  and  justice  towards  the  one 
roust  be  measured  by  what  is  also  justice  towards  the 
other.  The  ease  now  before  us,  sir,  comes  poinietUy 
and  indisputably  within  both  the  letter  and  equity  of 
theae  principles.  The  salt  was  destroyed  while  in  its 
original  state.  The  circumstances  of  its  destruction  are 
such  as  to  exclude  the  possibility  of  fraud;  it  was  landed 
under  the  inspection  of  the  custom-house  officers,  and 
its  deatructlon  is  testified  by  them,  as  also  its  amount. 
It  was  a  loss  that  could  not  have  been  covered  by  ordina- 
ry insurance.  No  compaOiea  exist  to  take  insurance* 
of  property  against  ri^s  by  flood  apon  the  landt  and  no 
merchant  or  other  peraon  ever  dreamed  of  seeking  such 
an  insurance.  Such  an  insurance,  against  flood  upon 
the  land,  would  indeed  imply  of  itself  great  negligence 
in  regard  to  the  place  of  storing  the  property,  and  be 
proof  of  its  being  an  insecure  and  improper  place.  Sir, 
this  property,  as  the  proof  in  this  case  abundantly  shows, 
was  stored  where  no  flood  had  ever  been  known  to  reach 
in  fifty  yeara  past.  It  was  a  place  of  supposed  srcnrity, 
and  no  vigilance  would  have  anticipated  the  event  which 
deatroyed  it.  To  all  these  pointa  the  proof  is  plenary, 
indisputable,  and  above  the  nispicion  of  fraud.  Then, 
air,  I  ask,  is  there  a  gentleman  upon  this  floor  who  will 
controvert  the  justice  oF  this  claim,  or  contend  that  the 
duties  thus  paid  ought  not  to  be  refunded? 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  (we  of  those  who  feel  them* 
selves  tied  down  to  any  set  of  principles,  from  mere 
regard  for  precedents.  I,  for  one,  care  not  whether  a 
ewe  has  precedent  in  its  support  or  not.  I  look  at.  the 
prineiplcB  believed  to  be  involved  in  each  ease  as  it 
arisest  and  if  these  are  such  as  commend  thetnielves  to 
my  judgment,  I  will  support  the  case,  though  a  thou- 
sand precedents  be  arrayed  against  iti  and  so,  on  the 
contrary,  if  a  case  that  exhibits  precedents  without  num- 
ber in  its  support  comes  not  within  my  notions  of  just 
reasoning  and  sound  prmciples^  1  will  oppose  and  repu- 
diate it.  But,  sir,  f  know  there  are  gentlemen  upon 
this  floor  who  do  plsce  reliance  on  precedent,  and  who 
ask,  for  every  new  case  that  arises,  if  precedent  exists  to 
justify  it-  To  such  I  will  say,  I  have  precedents  enough 
in  support  of  evenr  principle  Involved  by  this  claim  to 
sustain  and  justify  its  allowance;  and  one  precedent,  in 
particular,  will  I  fiimisb  the  House,  where  not  only  the 
abstract  principle  of  this  case,  but  every  incidental  cir. 
cumatance  of  it,  flnds  an  astonishing  similitude.  History 
•careely  records  two  accideotal  and  distant  events  so 
strangely  alike  as  the  one  now  before  us  and  the  one  I 
will  cite  directly. 

But,  sir,  I  will  begin  with  the  earliest  legislation  of 
Congress  upon  this  subject  of  remitting  duties  on  im- 
ports destroyed.   Tbf  principle  recognised  by  Cwngress 


in  many  of  them  waa  that  of  remitting  duties  upon  such 
artieles  aa  had  been  accidentally  destroyed  while  in  the 
shape  of  their  original  importationt  in  other  words,  on 
articles  that  had  been  destroyed  before  entering  into  the 
consumption  of  the  country.  This  is  substantially  one 
of  the  principles  adoptpd  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  the  report  of  the  case  now  before  us.  This  is 
founded  on  the  supposition  that  the  destruction  of  the 
article  thus  remttted  upon  will  give  place  to  a  new  im- 
portation into  the  country  of  a  corresponding  amount, 
npon  whieh  the  Government  will  receive  its  quota  of 
duties  anew,  and  thus  be  indemnified  for  the  remisnoit. 
This  is  an  equitable  and  an  honest  supposition.  Surely 
it  can  never  he  ttie  policy  of  the  Government  to  specu- 
late upon  the  misfortunes  of  its  merchants  or  citizens. 
Sir,  this  principle  alone  is  broad  enough  to  cover  the 
ease,  and  to  authorise  the  remission  now  proposed  by 
the  bill  before  the  House. 

But,  Art  I  go  to  the  preoedenta  of  Congress.  The 
first  case  I  will  cite  is  the  first  case  definitively  acted  on 
by  Congress— the  case  of  Thomaa  Jenkins  tt  Co.,  con- 
tained tn  ch.  47,  art.  2,  Laws  of  the  Umted  States,  p. 
110.    The  act  provides: 

"That  the  duties,  amounting  to  $167  50,  be  remitted 
on  a  parcel  of  hemp,  duck,  ticklenburg,  and  molasses, 
the  property  of  Thomu  Jenkins  &  Co.,  merchants  of  the 
city  of  Hudson,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York,  which  were 
lost  by  fire  in  the  brig  Minerva,  on  her  passage  from 
New  York  to  the  city  of  Hudson,  her  port  of  delivery  t 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Ststei 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  allow  a  credit  on 
the  bond  or  bonds  executed  by  the  said  Thomas  Jenkins 
fc  Co.  for  payment  of  the  duties  on  the  iud  goodi.  Ap- 
proved June  14,  1790." 

It  is  observable,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  case  embraces 
a  prinb'ple  of  much  broader  extent  than  is  recognised  in 
either  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  or  in  the  report  of 
.  the  case,  now  before  the  House.  The  property  released 
from  duty  in  Jenkins's  case  had  made  its  port  of  entry, 
and  wu  proceeding  to  its  port  of  delivery,  when  the 
loss  occurred  t  and  the  loss  occurred  from  an  exposure 
of  the  property,  by  the  owners,  to  new  riaks^  and  to  a 
risk  that  the  property  might  and  would  have  been  pl-o- 
tected  against  by  ordinary  care  and  vigilance  on  the 
part  of  the  owners.  It  was  an  insurable  rbk — one  that 
could  have  been  foreseen,  and  calculated  upon,  and  in- 
sured against.  In  the  -Dana  case,  before  the  committee, 
the  loss  arose  from  entirely  different  causes — from  a 
flood  of  unexampled  aeverityt  from  a  caose  wh'ch  could 
.  not  have  been  reasonably  anticipated,  nor  calculated 
upon,  nor  insured  against;  from  a  risk  which  human 
foresight  and  experience  could  not  have  regarded  as 
posiitHe,  and  from  a  risk  not  ordinarily  insurable.  The 
evidence  in  the  case  if,  that,  **  A  little  afier  midnight,  a 
violent  gale  of  wind  commenced,  which  continued  to 
blow  until  high  water  at  noon  next  day,  driving  into  the 
harbor  an  immense  sea,  and  raising  the  tides  higher  than 
had  been  known  for  many  years,  covering  the  wharves 
and  overflowing  the  lower  stories  of  many  buildings. 
By  this  tide,  the  store  in  which  the  salt  was  stored  waa 
moved  from  ita  foundation,  and  the  whole  of  the  salt 
washed  away.  The  salt  m  as  landed  under  the  inflection 
of  the  officers  of  the  customs,  who  were  witnesses  to  the 
los-«,  and  eerti^  to  the  facts." 

The  next  case  on  record  is  a  case  exactlyio  point,  so 
exactly  that  all  Hbe  circumstanees  of  the  loss  are  identi- 
cally the  same  with  the  one  now  before  ua.  The  article 
destroyed  was  salt;  it  was  de&troyed  by  flood,  after  be- 
ing landed;  it  waa  destroyed  by  a  flood  of  uncommon 
magnitude,  and  destroyed,  too,  on  the  night  of  the  day 
when  it  waa  landed.  The  case  of  Dana  k  Co.  is  the 
same  case  throughout.  It  i«  wonderful  how  two  occur- 
rences of  such  exact  similitude  should  take  place.  The 
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report  oflhe  eommittee  in  thii  former  cue  wu  qude  to 
tbe  Houae  of  Repretentitivei,  July  34,  1T90.  It  was 
duly  considered  by  the  House,  and  a  bill  mored  accord- 
ingly.   The  report  was  as  follows: 

"  Report  on  the  petition  of  John  Stewart  and  John 
Davidson,  referred  on  the  5lh  instant: 

**  It  appears,  in  proof,  that  the  said  Stewart  and  David- 
•on,  in  the  month  of  April  Utt,  imported  at  the  port  of 
Annapolis  eighteen  hundred  bushels  of  salt,  which  was 
taken  account  of  by  the  collector  at  the  port  aforesaid  t 
tnd  that,  the  night  after  the  same  was  landed,  an  uncom- 
mon storm  and  flood  raised  the  water  at  the  port  afore- 
saii',  so  that  (he  cellar  in  which  the  salt  was  stored, 
(hough  usually  dry,  was  flowed  with  water  to  the  depth 
of  two  feet,  and  thereby  destroyed  thirteen  hundred  and 
twenty-five  bushels  of  the  salt.  The  petitioners  pray  a 
remisBioD  of  the  dutiei  on  the  laat-'mentioned  quantity  of 
salt. 

*'  Tbe  committee  ire  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of 
tbe  petition  be  granted,  and  that  a  law  pan  for  that  pur- 
pose.'* 

This  record  is  to  be  found  on  page  69  of  the  manu- 
acrtpt  reports  of  committees  of  tbe  House  of  Representa- 
tives. A  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  was  accord- 
ingly passed  by  the  House,  and  concurrently  pasted  by 
the  Senate,  (which  may  be  found  in  volume  3,  Lawi-pf 
tbe  United  SUtes,  page  174,  chapter  64,  ipprored  Au- 
gust 4,  1790,)  and  ra  as  follows: 

"That  so  much  of  the  duties  accruing  on  eighteen 
hundred  bushels  of  salt,  imported,  in  (he  ship  Mercury, 
into  (he  port  of  Annapolii^  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
■ome  time  in  the  month  of  April  last,  on  account  of 
Mes»n.  John  Stewart  and  Jdin  Davidson,  as  relates  to 
thirteen  hundred  and  twenly-Rve  buahets  thereof  which 
were  casually  destroyed  by  flood,  on  the  nigh^of  the 
same  day  on  which  the  said  aalt  was  landed  ud  stored, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  remitted." 

Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
JoHXSO!*]  says  there  is  no  precedent  for  a  case  like  the  ' 
one  now  before  the  House;  but  he  has  said  this  only  be- 
cause he  could  not  have  known  of  the  existence  of  this 
case  of  Davidaon.  He  knew  not  this,  probably,  from 
want  of  that  critical  examination  which  I  have  already 
said  it  ia  imposaible  for  every  gentleman  of  this  House  to 
give  to  every  case  that  ia  presented  to  the  House.  But,  ; 
8a>sthe  gentleman,  if  (here  be  precedent,  it  is  only  of  i 
casual  case,  that  passed  without  the  observation  of  law- 
yers and  a  full  Icnowledge  of  the  facts.  Sir,  I  admit 
that  aome  precedents  do  find  a  place  upon  our  statute 
books  ftom  ovenight,  and  precedents  that  are  wrong  in 
principle,  and  that  deaerve  not  to  weigh  as  authority. 
But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  will  observe  that  this 
one  now  eited  cannot  have  been  and  cannot  now  be  cm- 
sidered  as  of  this  sccidenial  and  unworthy  charactert  for 
the  law  itself  imbodies  (he  fact  that  it  is  a  remission  of 
duties  on  salt  "  casually  destroyed  by  flood  on  the  night 
or  the  san-fi  day  on  which  the  said  salt  «as  landed  and 
stored" — precisely  the  case  now  before  the  House. 

Sir,  what  was  just  in  1790  it  just  at  this  dsy,  if  found- 
ed in  principle.*  The  esse  of  Davidson  was  allowed, 
not  upon  mere  policy  or  expediency,  in  1790,  but  upon 
principle;  upon  principle  founded  in  equity  as  well  as 
sound  policy.  It  wns  allowed  upon  the  same  principle 
now  rect^ni<ed  by  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means  in 
tbe  report  of  tbe  case  now  before  the  House. 

*On  April  90, 1793,  Alexander  Hamilton,  then  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  reported  to  the  Houae  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Eliphalet  Ladd,  which  had  been  referred  to  bis 
consideration  by  the  House,  in  favor  of  remitting  entire- 
ly the  dutira  on  goods  wlitcli  have  been  shipwrecked, 
and  which  escape  either  with  or  without  damage,  or  to 
TCbt  (he  power  ioioewhere  either  to  remit  or  abate,  ac- 


Congrets  conceded  thtt  the  article  deslrmd  was  in 
its  ortgtnsi  alalet  that  it  bid  not  gone  into  the  market, 
nor  entered  into  the  consumption  of  the  countiyt  that  its 
destruction  would  probably  give  place  to  a  new  importa- 
tion of  1  corresponding  amount,  upon  which  tbe  Gov- 
ernment would  get  Its  dutyt  that  it  was  destroyed  with- 
out any  lack  of  ordinary  prudence  and  vigilance  on  tite 
part  of  the  importeri  that  the  destrnetkm  eould  not  bare 
been  covered  by  in  ordinary  insurmce,  and  all  the 
facta  were  so  proved  ai  to  negative  the  posstbinty  of 
fraud  in  the  case.  Such  is  precisely  the  cue  now  be- 
fore the  House;  and  upon  what  principle,  I  ask,  csn  the 
one  case  be  allowed,  and  tbe  other  disallowed^ 

The  next  kindred  case  of  remission  that  is  on  record 
is  the  case  of  two  French  oittxena,  which  reads  as  fill* 
lows: 

**  An  set  for  the  remtsMon  of  the  dulies  on  eleven  Ix^ 

heads  of  coffee,  which  have  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

"  Whereas  eleven  hogsheads  of  coffee  were  toiporled 
in  tbe  brig  Jason,  from  Cape  Francois,  by  two  Prendi 
citizens,  to  the  port  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in  No- 
vember laat,  and  tbe  duties  (hereon  secured  to  be  paii 
by  Messieurs  Elliot  and  Purviance,  of  the  sanae  put: 
And  whereas  the  said  eleven  hogriieads  of  eoflTee  were 
afterwards,  on  account  of  the  same  importers^  diipped 
to  the  port  of  -Baltimore,  and  there,  in  tbe  nigbt  of  tbe 
seventh  day  of  January  last,  destroyed  by  fire: 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  (ie. ,  That  the  dutiei  paid  or 
payable  to  the  United  States,  on  the  same  eleven  hogs- 
heads of  coffee,  be,  and  the  aame  are  hereby,  remitted; 
and  it  ahall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of 
Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  to  refund  tbe  aame  duties,  if 
they  have  been  received.  Approved  Hay  9th,  1794." 

This  act  is  found  in  the  United  Slate*  tisvs^  vol.  3, 
page  404.  This  ease  again  covers  a  principle  of  aocfa 
broader  extent  than  the  caae  of  Dana  tc  Co.,  mad  ex- 
hibits, comparatively,  no  merit,  when  contrasted  with 
the  latter.  The  claimants  were  foreigners;  (be  goods 
had  been  imported  to  one  market,  and  thence  to  i  sec- 
ond market,  and  were,  after  this^  destroyed  by  fire,  by 
an  exposure  of  the  property  to  a  new  and  ordinary  risk, 
against  which  an  insurance  mwht  have  been  cffoeted, 
and  against  which  ordinary  prudence  would  bave  effect- 
ed an  insurance.    Nevertheless,  as  they  were  destroyed 


cording  (o  the  circumstances  of  tbe  case.  He  added^ 
*'  From  the  rareness  of  the  casualty,  this  losi  to  the  rev- 
enue, from  either  arraagement.  could  not  be  very  mate- 
rial." See  State  Papers,  vdume  1,  on  Finance,  page 
163. 

In  the  case  of  Paul  Chase,  praying  a  remianoa  of  du- 
ties on  goods  imported  into  St.  Mary's,  Georgia,  during 
the  last  war,  and  subsequently  captured  by  tbe  eitemy, 
the  committee  said :  "  The  object  of  the  Government  in 
laying  duties  on  foreign  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States  is  to  raise  a  revenue,  for  the  support  of 
Government,  on  foreign  roerabsndise  actually  consumed 
within  the  United  States."  See  House  Reports,  No-  27, 
Session  1834-*5. 

So  in  the  case  of  J.  F.  Ohl,  where  setenty-five  boxes 
of  sugar  were  imported  into  Philadelphia  in  November, 
1826,  and  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  7th  of  December, 
1837,  (three  months  thereafter,}  tbe  committee  say: 
"The  committee  consider  (be  precedents  in  which  re- 
lief has  been  given  to  be  confined  to  cases  where  tbe 
goods  have  been  burnt  or  destroyed  in  the  form  in  which 
they  were  originslly  imported;  and  believing,  as  they  do, 
that  the  spirit  of  tbe  rerenue  lawa  requirea  the  collection 
of  dulies  only  upon  those  goods  which  are  consumed  in 
tbe  country,  and  that  every  loss  of  this  kind  must  neces- 
sarily csll  lor  an  additional  and  equivalent  importation, 
upon  which  duties  will  be  paid,  have  reported  a  bill*" 
&c.   See  Report  170,  vol.  3,  i837-*a. 
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before  enierios  iilln  the  coiuuniptioa  of  the  country, 
the  duties  were  refunded. 

And  here  as^in  1  beff  the  attrnllon  of  the  honoKble 
genllemsn  fnim  T^nneaiee,  ind  ufthe  House  generslly, 
to  the  rtw:t  that  tltia  case  of  the  French  citizena  is  not 
one  where  the  fiicls  coulil  have  escaped  the  notice  of 
Congress,  while  tlie  l«»  in  its  (Wvor  was  on  its  passage. 
It  is  not  a  precedent  that  was  established  ihrougli  the 
negligence  of  Congress.  SnweO  did  (Jongress  under- 
stand what  the  measure  and  the  case  was,  and  so  care- 
ful were  they  in  ftie  recngniiinn  nX  the  principle  it  in- 
volved, that  the  facta  nf  the  esse  were  especially  set 
forth  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  as  I  have  read  it  from 
the  statute  book. 

Congress  herein  recognised  the  princtpt<>,  that  inas- 
much as  the  property  destroyed  had  not  actually  entered 
■H(o  the  consumption  of  the  country,  and  had  not  gone 
into  the  tnsrlcet,  but  was  held  **  on  account  uf  ilie  same 
importers"— in  other  words,  had  never  changed  hamis 
and  owners— it  was  but  just,  and  honest,  and  politic,  to 
refund  the  duties  paid  upon  it,  though  it  had  been  sev- 
eral monlhs  in  the  connlry. 

"Sir,  I  do  not  press  the  principle  in  this  broad  extent 
now.  I  do  not  say  I  would  recognise  it  to  such  an  ex- 
tent now.  1  cite  the  case  only  to  show  how  much  broad- 
er is  the  principle  upon  which  Congreas  has  herelofora 
acted  in  the  remiwnn  of  duties,  tlun  in  the  one  now  in- 
volved by  the  case  before  us.  Surely,  sir,  if  the  ease  of 
the  French  citizem  be  admissible  in  half  its  exlen',  the 
case  of  Messrs.  Dana  &  Co.,  now  before  us,  Is  beyond 
qucslion. 

Ttte  case  of  Jib^z  Rogers  is  another  case  founded  on 
the  SAme  policy  of  ihe  G  .vernment.  It  is  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  certain  distilled 
sfiirilB  destnqred  by  fire/*  It  was  approved  June  7, 
1794,  and  reads  at  follows— (see  United  SUles  Law*, 
Ttd.  2,  page  485;) 

•  "  Whereai  Jabez  Ko(rer«,  junior,  who  had  erected 
large  works  at  Middlcbnry,  in  the  State  of  Vermnnt,  for 
riistilling  spirits  from  the  produce  of  ilie  ciHintry,  has 
had  the  same  twice  deiitruyed  by  fire,  with -a  quantity  of 
apiritf  therein,  on  which  by  law  duliea  bad  become  pay- 
able to  the  United  Slates: 

"  And  whereai^  considering  the  rf]utty  of  the  case. 
Slid  duties  ought  lo  be  remitted}  therefore, 

"  Be  it  enaeitd,  &fe..  That  Ihe  duties  payxblc  to  the 
United  States  on  all  Kuch  diktilled  spirits  as  shall  be  pro- 
ved, lo  the  aatisfuctiou  of  the  superviaor  of  Ihe  dititrict 
of  Vermon',  (o  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  distil- 
It-ries  lately  burnt  at  Middlebury,  in  the  Slate  uf  Ver- 
mont, be  and  are  hereby  remitted." 

Here,  again,  the  principle  adopted  is  altogether  more 
broad  and  liberal  llian  is  asked  or  cantemplati-d  in  Ihe 
CHse  of  llina  &  Co  ,  now  before  the  House.  It  not  only 
adopts  llie  principle  of  refunding  ihe  duties  that  had  ac- 
crued to  the  Government,  because  the  dutiable  article 
wa«  deslniyRl  before  entering  into  the  ordinary  con- 
sumption of  the  cmintry,  but,  alwi,  in  a  case  where  the 
i'lss  incurred  was  from  a  risk  against  which  ordtntry 
prudence  would  have  protected  the  ownert  where  an  in- 
surance nf  the  property,  against  Ihe  very  Ints  incurred, 
was  possible.  The  case  before  the  committee  imhodies 
all  the  merit  of.the  first  principle,  without  being  expo- 
sed to  Ihe  derogatio'i  of  the  last-meniioned  circumstance. 

The  principle  of  refunding  duties  impQ9ed  by  Govern- 
ment, in  cases  where  the  purpose  of  both  the  Govern- 
ment  in  imposing  Mich  duties,  aod  of  the  individual  in 
paying  them,  hat  hem  defeated  by  inevitable  and  unfore- 
seen accident,  which  is  precisely  the  principle  of  the 
caw  of  the  Diina%  was  fully  recognised  and  adopted  by 
Government  in  the  act  of  June  t,  1796,  entitled  '*  An  act 
providing  relief  to  the  owners  of  stills  within  the  United 
States,  for  a  limited  lime,  in  certain  cases."  That  act 
Vot.  X1II.~8S 


provided  (see  3d  vol.  United  States  Law5,  p.  571)  that 
where  a  distiller  had  been  **  really  and  truly  prevented 
from  employing  or  working  hit  ttill  or  ttillH,  cluring  any 
part  of  Ihe  term  for  which  lie  had  rendered  it  Fiabis 
to  pay  a  duty  upon  its  or  their  capacity,  by  the  dc- 
struclion  or  failure  of  fruit  and  grain,  or  any  other  una- 
voidable cause,  within  the  district  in  which  he  resides," 
&e.,  he  might  pay  upon  its  capacity  a  pro  rata  duly  foe 
the  time  his  still  or  stills  were  actually  employed. 

The  tame  principle  was  adopted  by  the  act  of  March 
3,  1797,  relating  lu  duties  laid  upon  milla  empk^ed  in 
the  manufacture  of  siiuflT.  The  second  aection  of  that 
act  prnvides  as  futluws,  (see  3d  vol.  United  States  Laws, 
p.  590:)  "  That  in  all  cases  of  licenses  granted  under 
the  said  act,  where,  by  failure  of  water  or  other  casual- 
ty, occurring  to  Ihe  mill  or  mills,  or  to  the  implements, 
or  lo  the  proprietor  or  other  person  licensed,  the  use 
and  benefit  of  such  license  has  been  lost,  or  considerably 
interrupted,  and  the  duties  thereon  required,  or  paid* 
may  he  considered  peculiarly  unequal  and  injurioas,  Ihe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  due  representation  and 
proof  of^ such  case,  sball  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  cause  to  be  refunded  or  remitted  such  part  of  duties 
paid  or  secured  on  such  license  as  shall  appear  juat  and 
reasnnable  under  the  circumstances  of  the  ease,  and  bar- 
ing regard  to  the  ha*,  injury,  or  peculiar  hanbhipi  sus- 
tained as  aforesaid." 

1  may  cite  the  case  of  the  Prnvidence  merchant^ 
found  in  vol.  3,  p.  433,  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  collector  of  the  district  of  Providence, 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  island,  was  authorized  and  di- 
rected, by  the  law  of  their  case,  lo  remit  the  duties  on 
such  parts  of  two  certain  cantoes  of  teas  as  were  imports 
ed  on  the  S9lh  of  July,  ISOO,  by  Thomas  Lloyd  &  Co., 
and  on  ihe  33d  of  August,  18UU,  by  John  J.  Clark,  ■*■■ 
remained  deposited  to  secure  the  payment  of  duties,  un- 
der the  care  of  the  ulKcers  of  the  customs,  on  the  31at 
day  uf  January  last,  in  the  aforesaid  town  of  Providence, 
and  shall  be  proved,  to  the  satisfaclion  of  the  said  coU 
lector,  lo  have  been  burned  and  deairoyedi" 

This  was  approved  March  3,  1801. 

I'he  committee  who  reported  this  last  case  for  relief 
say; 

"Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  at  Ihe  goods 
were  under  the  care  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  at  Ihe 
time  they  were  consumed  by  fire,  and  not  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  owncrat  tod  lhat,  as  granting  relief  in  this 
Case  cannot  establish  a  precedent  dangerous  to  the  rev* 
enue,  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  to  be  granted." 
American  State  Papers,  vol.  1,  on  Finance,  p.  698. 

Here  Uie  principle-of  not  exacting  duties  on  goods  de- 
stroyed before  entering  Into  the  wdinary  consumptios 
of  the  cHintry  It  distinctly  snd  undeniably  rect^nised, 
ami  IB  (he  great  leading  principle  of  the  c<iae.  Here,  also, 
the  principle  of  remibsiun  is  extended  far  beyond  the 
nature  of  the  case  presented  by  the  Metara,  Danas  fc 
Co.,  because  jt  is  made  to  cover  a  loss  arising  from  a 
risk  against  which  an  ordinary  insurance  and  ordinary 
vigilance  would  l»ve  protected  the  owners.  The  fact 
lhat  the  properly  was  atill  in  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment dues  not  siter  the  case,  only  so  far  as  it  nay  pre- 
4ume  to  shut  out  the  possibility  of  fraud  on  the  part  of 
the  importers,  because  thisfict  did  not  take  the  case  out 
of  the  principle  of  ordinary  insurances,  nor  release  -tba 
owners  from  exercising  ordinary  vigilance  to  secure 
themselves  agaiiut  lots  from  such  a  risk. 

Ur.  Speaker,  1  might  go  on  and  cite,  in  detail,  each 
of  the  several  catet  tliat  have  eome  before  Congress  for 
remitMon,  but  for  enpiuming  too  much  of  the  time  of 
the  House.  Suffice  it  lo  say  that,  afWr  careful  and  vigt* 
lant  search,  I  find  no  case  conflicting  with  the  principle 
ufthe  case  now  prevented,  and  when  the  fact  that  the 
property  destroyed  was  to  sittutei^  u  not  to  be  ioeonk 
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bk  wu  taken  into  conndcrttinn.  Cuei  may  be  found 
where  there  was  a  want  of  proof  of  vigilance  and  ordi* 
mry  care,  or  where  the  property  was  insurable  in  the 
ordinary  way,  or  where  it  haa  been  expoied  to  new 
riikf,  af^inst  which  the  Government  could  nnt  properly 
be  nude  a  partner  with  the  importera  or  owners.  Such 
catea  have  been,  and  very  properly,  loo,  rejected.  The 
laat  caae  of  thia  kind,  1  believe,  which  waa  acted  on  by 
ConKren^  waa  that  of  George  and  William  Banga,  in 
January,  1830.  it  was  a  cue  of  goods  destroyed  by 
fire,  l^ut,  sir,  on  turning  lo  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  upon  this  case,  1  find  it  to  have  been  one  clearly 
excluded  !by  the  principles  of  the  report  of  the  Cnni' 
mittec  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  ease  before  us.  The 
sue  of  Bang^  was  one  of  neglect  and  want  of  ordinary 
care.  The  gentleman  who  it  now  the  oldeat  Reprc- 
■entative  of  Rhode  laland  upon  thia  floor  [Mr.  Piabcx] 
«ia  among  the  number  who  opposed  the  bill,  and  he 
oppoaed  it  on  the  ground  that  the  argument  urged  in  its 
tupport  "would  eatsblish  a  bad  precedent"— vould  j 
lead  to  (he  conclusinn  that  Government  would  guaranty  all 
goods  imported,  which,  through  neglect,  might  be  de- 
Blroycd  in  the  store,  or  which  might  be  expofied  by 
coaatwite  navigation  from  the  North  to  the  South.'*  He 
denied  that  there  was  any  analog)-  ttetween  thia  eaae  and 
that  of  the  goods  destroyed  by  fire  at  Savannah,  and 
upon  which  the  duties  were  remitted. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means  of  the  present  House  was  also  among  the 
number  who  opposed  the  bill  in  favor  of  tlie  Bangs.  He 
<lid  it  expreasly  on  the  ground  that  "  the  cfTect  of  the 
passage  of  the  bill  wotild  be  to  encourage  the  importing 
merchants  to  neglect  their  business.  He  attributed  the 
fact  of  this  claim  being  made  to  Ihe  remissness  of  the 
tmfiorter,  who  ought,  as  every  merchant  who  knows  his 
business  does,  to  have  insured  his  property.  This  was  a 
case,  be  contended,  of  groas  and  palpable  negligencet 
and  if  the  House  should  adopt  Ihe  principle  of  the  biM, 
we  would  have  our  tablea  crowded  with  memorials 
whenever  a  fire  Ukes  place  in  the  United  Statea.  The 
merchant*  in  the  interior  of  the  country  had  as  good 
right  lo  claim  a  remission  of  duties  on  goods  destroyed 
by  fire  as  the  importeri<." 

Sir,  1  accord  most  fully  with  these  viewp,  and  the 
prioeiplei  upon  which  ihey  are  founded.  Uii>,  air,  a 
broad,  itiarked,  and  manifest  principle  distinguishes  the 
case  now  before  the  House  from  the  Bangs  case,  as  thus 
represented.  In  a  case  not  only  deficient  in  proof  of 
ordinary  vigilance  on  the  part  of  (he  importer,  hut  thus 
marked  by  proof  of  **  grots  and  palpable  negligence," 
I  riiould  frel  it  my  duty,  as  every  other  member  of  this 
body  would  feet  it  to  be  his  duty,  to  reject  the  clvim. 
Sir,  the  argument  of  such  a  case  does  not  touch  or  sfTect 
the  merits  of  Ihe  present  one. 

Thua  much,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
my  in  relation  to  precedents.  [  will  venture  to  affirm, 
that  while  numerous  precedents  of  remission  can  be 
adduced,  covering  all  of  the  principles  of  the  present 
ease,  and  stretching  even  far  beyond  it,  not  one  case 
will  be  found  rt- jecled,  wherein  the  facts  set  forth  are 
not  distinguishable  in  point  of  strength  and  merit  from 
this  case,  and  therefnre  not  deserving  of  weight  as  au- 
thority against  ir,  even  with  those  gentlemen  who  wikb 
to  be  governed  by  precedent. 

Bat,  sir,  I  appeal  now  to  ihnse  naked  principles  of 
justice  and  policy,  which  this  House  and  Congress  ought 
and  may  safely  adopt,  as  decisive  of  all  cases.  I  ask  not 
to  have  this  Dana  case  regarded  as  an  exception  tn  all 
general  principles  of  legislation,  but  as  coming  fairly 
and  rightfully  within  those  general  principlea  which 

*  See  Gates  &  Scaton'4  Register  of  Debairs  vol.  6, 
put  1,  p.  633. 


ought  lo  be  recognised  in  all  legislation  towards  the 
mercantile  community.  These  are  the  principles  laid 
down  in  this  report  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
Means.  And  let  it  be  established  that,  in  those  caaea,  and 
in  (hose  cases  only,  will  Congress  remit  duties  on  goods 
destroyed,  where — 

1st.  The  goods  were,  when  destroyed,  in  Ibeir  ori- 
ginal slats  as  imported,  and  had  not  entered  into  the 
mass  of  commodities  dettiscd  for  the  immediate  con* 
sumption  of  the  country. 

3d.  Where  the  circumstances  of  the  loss  are  such  u 
not  only  to  excite  no  suspicion  of  fraud,  but  as  expressly 
and  directly  to  exclude  the  possibility  of  it. 

3d.  Where  the  loss  could  not  have  been  covered  by 
ordinsry  insurance,  or  guarded  against  by  the  caution 
aitd  diligence  of  a  vigilant  and  prudent  nan  of  busineifi 
and  where  the  evklence  to  all  these  poinU  ia  full,  direct, 
unquestionable,  and  of  the  highest  nature  the  caae  wiD 
permit. 

Sir,  1  Sik  the  allowance  of  (his  Dana  caae  only  upon 
those  principles,  as  a  case  justified  in  every  rrquiremeDl 
nf  those  principles  beyond  any  controversy  or  question. 
1  can  conceive  of  no  danger  or  possible  injustice  to  Ibe 
Treasury  ofihe  Government  byailo|i(iivlbeae  fundamen- 
tal rulea  of  remission.  I  can  conceive  of  no  sound  argu- 
ment (hat  can  be  adduced  on  the  opposite  side,  that  will 
not  do  injustice  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  country. 
Surely  Government  cannot  desire  to  pursue  8  policy  (bat 
ahall  work  injustice  to  (he  vigilant  importing  raerchsnt, 
nor  to  speculate  upon  his  inevitable  mtafortuitea.  If  the 
merchant,  under  any  case  that  can  be  conceived  of  as 
coming  within  (he  principles  I  have  adverted  to  as  the 
just  ones  to  control  this  ease,  can  stand  up  against  llie 
loss  incurred,  without  any  fault  on  his  part,  of  the  ori- 
ginal cost  and  expenses  of  importation  of  the  goods  so 
destroyed,  surely  the  Government  may  well  abstun  from 
exacting  of  him  the  payment  of  duties  upon  the  prop- 
erty; and  surely,  moreover,  the  Government  that  is  un- 
willing to  relax  its  demands  upon  (he  unfurtunate  mer- 
chanls  in  a  ease  of  such  extreme  hardship  nniat  be  re- 
garded as  slow  Indeed  in  iheencotiragement  of  honest 
enterprise.  I  trust  such  Is  not  the  character  ol  our 
Government.  Be  (hat  as  it  m^y,  1  have  discharged  my 
duly  towards  the  claimants  in  this,  and  every  amilu 
case. 

Af\er  furlher  debate,  and  before  any  qucstimt  wu 
taken  upon  the  bill. 
The  House  adjourned.  - 


MonDAT,  Jasuibt  16. 
ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

The  unfinished  business  nf  the  morning  hour  was  the 
petition  preBrntc-d  on  Monday  last  by  Mr.  Asamb,  from 
forty  inhabitants  of  (lie  town  of  D.iver,  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  in  the  State  of  Masstchusetts,  prajing  for  (be 
abolition  of  slavrry  and  the  aUve  trade  in  the  District  of 
Onlambiat  Ihe  pending  question  being  on  the  mutton  of 
Mr.  LiwLia  that  Ihe  pelilinn  be  nnt  received. 

Mr.  BYNUM  was  entitled  lo  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOWARD  rrquesled  Ihe  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  BTRirii]  to  yield  (he  floor^  with  a  view  to 
enable  him  (Mr.  H-)  to  make  another  effort  to  give  the 
Stales  a  chance  of  getting  in  their  petitions.  There 
were  more  than  half  the  Statea  in  the  Union  that  couhl 
not  have  tbe  oppivtunity.  He  proposed  lo  suspend  the 
rule,  to  enable  him  to  tnTer  a  resolaiioa  that  tbe  Statea 
be  called  for  petitions  in  reverse  order. 

Mr.  UTNtJM  said  he  would  have  great  pleasure  in 
yielding  the  floor  for  (hat  purpoae,  if  it  should  be  under- 
stood  that  he  would  be  entitled  to  (be  floor  when  tfita 
petit':6o  should  next  come  up.    He^ thought  the  House 
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tboald  suspend  the  rule,  to  enable  the  member  from 

Uftrylaad  to  submit  bU  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  mid  he  hoped  the  rule  would  not  be 

Buspended.    He  beg^d  the  House  and  the  Speaker  to 

recollect  that  this  slate  of  things- 
Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPAHU  rose  lo  a  question  of  order. 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  he  understood  not  to  be 

debateable*  and  be  hoped  Uie  Chair  vould  enforce  the 

rule. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  could  not  be  de- 
bated. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  najt  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  mlet  wbidi  were  ordered,  and  were: 
Yeas  123,  nays  58. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  HOWARD  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Reaolved,  That  in  calling  the  States  for  petitions  on 
this  day,  the  Speaker  do  call  In  the  reverse  order,  be< 
ginning  with  Ihe  youngest  Territory. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  ye«s  and  nays  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution;  which  the  House  refused  to 
order.  • 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  I  Yeas  135,  nays  33. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Petitions  and  memo'riiils  were  then  called  for  in  the 
reverse  order  of  States  and  Territories. 

Mr.  B.  WH[TTLESETsald.  it  having  been  the  sense 
of  Ihe  House  that  petitions  relating  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  should  not  be  discussed  to-day,  he  begged  to 
state  tbat  he  had  several  such  in  his  possession,  but  that 
he  refrained  from  offering  them,  under  the  hope  that, 
when  he  did  ofTer  them,  he  might  be  beard  for  a  few  mo* 
ments  in  relation  to  the  direction  which  he  thought 
should  be  given  to  them  by  the  House. 

MEMORIAL  FROM  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  memorial  from  the  grand 
jurors  of  Ihe  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbis,  aoliciling  that  heresfter  no  petitions  may  be 
received  or  entertained  by  Congress,  from  societies  ur 
inhabitants  of  the  non>alaveholding  States^  for  the  abo- 
lition of  sUvery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  moved  to  lay  the  momorisl  on  the 
tible. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  called  for  the  reading;  and  it 
was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Fx>ck»t  ;  but  the  House  refused  to  ivder 
them. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
nffirrostive. 

So  the  memorial  was  ordered  to  lie  on  Ihe  table. 
Mr.  JENIFER  moved  th>t  the  same  be  printed. 
The  SPEAKER  said  Ihe  motion  was  not  now  in 
order. 

Mr.  HIESTER  presented  the  petition  of  340  females 
of  his  congressional  district,  praying  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  tliat  the 
same  be  referred  to  the  .Committee  on  the  said  District. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  objected  to  its  reception.  Mr. 
S.  said  that,  whenever  a  proper  opportunity  presented 
itself,  it  was  his  intention  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  this 
subject.  He  did  not  feel  disposed  no«  lo  violate  Ihe 
agreement  which  had  been  made  with  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Bthcm,]  that  lt)i«  discussion  should  He  overt  and  be 
moved,  therelbre,  that  Ibe  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  be  poUtponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  DAVIS  moved  lo  lay  the  preliminary  motion  of 
reception  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STORER  inquired  if  the  effect  of  the  motion  lo 
lay  on  the  table,  btioiild  it  prevail,  would  not  be  to  re- 
ject the  petition  for  the  lime  being. 


The  SPEAKER  said  the  effect  of  ttie  motion  would 
be  to  suspend  all  action,  and  to  leave  the  petition  exactly 
where  it  was. 

And  the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  In  the  at 
firmative:  Yeas  89,  nays  37. 
So  Ihe  preliminary  question  was  laid  on  Ihe  table. 

PROTECTION  TO  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  presented  the  memorial  of  Georg« 
Hallettt  and  four  hundred  merchants  of  the  city  of  Bos^ 
ton,  praying  Congress  lo  estAblish  steam  and  other  ves- 
sels for  the  protection  of  the  navigation  of  ships  of  the 
United  States  coming  on  our  coast  in  the  winter. 

Mr.  L.  adverted  briefly  to  Ihe  fearful  lou  of  life  and 
property  which  bad  taken  place  on  our  cout  during 
the  last  year,  lo  an  extent  unprecedented  in  our  history. 

This  loss  was  to  be  attributed  in  part  to  Ihe  want 
a  good  system  or  pilotage,  but  m^nly  to  the  Aict  that 
vessels  coming,  after  very  long  voyages,  on  a  bleak  and 
wintry  coast,  and  short  of  provisions,  required  some  pro^ 
lection  and  assistance  which  their  own  crews  were  not 
able  to  render.  He  moved  that  the  petition  be  refer- 
red  to  Ihe  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  expressed  a 
hope  that  some  action  would  be  speedily  had  upon  Uis 
subject. 

Tlie  petition  was  referred  accordingly. 

During  the  day,  a  number  of  petitions,  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Ihe  District  of  Columbia,  were 
presented;  which  were,  in  every  instsnce,  met  by  ths 
motion  to  lay  the  preliminary  motion  of  reception  on  th* 
table,  and  which  motion  prevailed. 

After  the  reception  and  disposal  ofievcral  resolutioni 
of  inquiry. 

The  House  ac^oarned. 

TVXSOAT,  jAWtTABI  17. 
KEEPING  THE  JOURNALS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  Ihe  consent  of  Uie  House 
to  submit  a  resolution,  which  he  denred  might  be  read 
for  the  informstion  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JARVIS  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  resolu- 
tion snd  lo  its  readinfT. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said,  if  Ihe  Clerk  would  return 
the  resolution,  he  (Mr.  U.)  wouldsUte  brieay  Ha  Mb- 
stance  to  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
was  permitted  to  read  the  resolution,  bc(Mr.  A.)  bo|ied 
no  more  ohjeetlon  would  be  made  to  membera  reading 
papers  in  tbeir  places. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  question  could  not  be  de- 
bated. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
make  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  resola- 

tion. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  in  order  so  to  do,  but  it 
was  not  in  order  to  read  the  resolution  itself. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  his  object  was  lo  submit  a 
series  of  resolutions,  declaring  the  sense  of  this  Housa 
that  it  was  not  competent,  under  the  conslilution  of  the 
Unitsd  States,  to  change,  alter,  expunge,  mutilate,  or 
destroy,  the  journals  of  either  House  of  Congress;  that 
the  preservation  of  the  journals  of  either  House  of  Con- 
gress was  a  subject  of  national  importance,  and  a  fit 
subject  of  national  legislation;  that,  after  these  journab 
had  been  faithfully  kept  and  preserved— 

Mr.  CUSHUAN  called  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
to  order. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  declared  that  he  had  not  yet 
completed  the  brief  slaltmEnt  of  the  contents  of  .the 
resolution,  though  he  hsd  nearly  done  so. 

The  CHAIRsaiil  he  mu-t  request  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  lo  submit  his  motion  to  the  House. 
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Mr.  UNDBRWOOU  hia  motion  wii  to  luipend 
the  rule  tu  ensiblc  him  lu  offer  <his  r«-si>liitinn.  Cnuld 
be  not  TCHil  wliit        llie  pniport  of  ihitt  rt^sutution? 

The  CtlAIR  Mill  he  thought  not,  the  readinft  of  the 
molution  htvinfc  been  ipeciatly  ohjrcted  lo.  A  mem- 
ber could  not  himself  retd  wlut  the  Clerk  wbi  not  per- 
mitted tn  read. 

After  t  few  further  remarki  on  Ihi*  point  of  order* 
Mr.  JAHVIS,  with  b  virfv  lo  uve  the  time  of  (lie  Hoiik, 
withdrew  hia  objeciion  to  the  reading  of  the  resohiiion. 

The  Mme  wu  accordingly  read,  and  ia  aa  follows; 

lUtotted  bji  the  Houte  of  lifpreseniatives.  That  the 
3d  clauie  of  the  5il>  section  of  Ui«  lat  article  of  the  con- 
atttulion,  in  the  following  worda.  to  wit:  *<  Each  House 
•hall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proeerdtng',  and,  from  time 
to  timet  pubtiah  the  sam<>,  excepting  such  parts  ai  may, 
in  their  Judgment,  rrquire  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and 
najs  of  the  members  of  either  Ho<ia<;  on  any  quea'ion 
shall,  St  the  desire  of  one  ftflh  of  those  pre-ent,  be  en* 
tered  on  the  jdurnal,"  confera  no  power  whaisrer  on 
cither  House  of  Congreas,  at  a  aubaequent  session,  tu 
dwDK*'*  liter,  dtftee,  expunge,  or  destroy,  its  journal, 
or  any  paK  thereof,  when  the  same  has  heen  regularly 
and  faithfully  kept  during  a  previous  session,  and  duly 
publiriied. 

Bttoh)edt  furlher.  That  the  JournHls  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  kept  and  published  as  aforesaid,  after  the  ad- 
journment sAu  tfie,  become  national  archiveSt  and  that 
all  attempts  and  acta  of  either  House  separatrly,  or  of 
both  bjr  joint  resolution,  to  change,  slier,  deface,  ex- 
pung«,  or  destroy,  eilhrr  journal,  or  any  part  thereof, 
are  violations  of  the  constitution. 

Retohed,  Thst  the  preservstion  of  the  national  ar- 
chives from  mu'ilstion,  disfigtiration,  and  destruction,  it 
a  fit  subject  of  legislation.  Wherefore, 

Jie$ohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  di- 
rected to  report  a  bill  providing  for  the  deposite  of  the 
original  journala  of  each  House,  after  their  adjournment 
tine  dUt  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Stair;  and  for 
the  pontshment  of  every  and  sll  persona,  their  aitlera 
and  abettors,  who  ah»ll  alter,  change,  rieface,  expunge, 
or  destroy,  any  part  of  either  journal  afler  such  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  MORGAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion,  to  suspendi  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Teas 
77,  nayt  118. 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  unfiniahed  bnnneaa  of  the  morning  hour  wa^  the 
resohition  of  Mr.  C.  Akkah,  providing  that  certain  grants 
of  the  public  domain  be  made  to  such  Stalea  as  have  not 
yet  received  them,  together  with  the  severs!  amend- 
ments thereto  proposed. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  hi  retofore 
Mbmitted  by  Ur,  Boxn,  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amend- 
nenti  on  the  table. 

On  which  motion  the  yrai  and  nays  had  heen  hereto< 
fore  ordered;  and  haring  been  now  taken,  werei  Yeas 
114,  naya  83. 

So  the  reiolution  and  amendmenta  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

EXECUTIVE  ADMINISTnATIOiV. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  con  side  ration  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  heretofore  ofTt-red  hy  Mr.  Wise: 

»•  Boohed,  Thst  so  much  of  the  Preiideni's  message 
as  relates  to  the  '  condition  of  the  varrous  executive  de- 

Eartments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have 
een  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithhil  discharge  of 
the  public  business  io  all  of  them,  and  the  causrs  of 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which 
tbejr  bare  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation,'  be  re- 


ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine  membeti^ 
with  power  to  aend  fur  persons  and  papers,  and  with 
instructions  lo  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various 
executive  departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  public  buunesa  has  been  dia^arged  in  all  of 
them,  and  into  all  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quar- 
ter, at  the  manner  in  which  said  departments,  or  their 
bureaus  or  ofBcea,  or  any  of  their  officer*  or  agents,  of 
every  description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  con- 
nected with  them  tn  any  munner,  officially  or  unofficial- 
ly, in  duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  ful- 
filled or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objeeta  of  their  crentioR, 
or  have  vioUled  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  im- 
paired the  public  aervice  and  intrrestt  and  that  esid 
committee,  m  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  such  periods  of 
time  ss  to  them  msy  seem  expedient  and  proper." 

To  which  resolution  Mr.  D.  J.  PxiBca  bad  offered  an 
amendment,  for  which  Mr.  Fbsxcu  had  offered  a  aub- 
atitute. 

Ur.  McKEON  said  the  reading  of  the  resolution  mmt 
brin^  lo  the  attention  of  the  Mouse  the  fact  that  a  large 
portion  of  iti  time  h«d  been  expended  upon  the  discus- 
sion of  the  various  topics  which  had  been  introduced  in- 
to the  debate.  He  was  deeply  impreased  with  the  ae- 
cessity  of  confining  any  remarks  he  might  offer  witliin  a 
narrow  compass.  He  assured  the  House  that  nothing 
would  have  induced  him  to  prolong  a  debate  already  too 
much  extended,  except  that  justice  to  those  with  whom 
he  scted,  and  to  himself,  required  him  to  notice  some  of 
the  cAservations  made  in  the  course  of  the  debate. 

When  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wisx]  was  introduced,  t  viewed  it  (said  Ur.  McK.) 
as  s  measure  novel  in  its  charscter,  and  one  calculated  to 
establish  a  precedent  which  might  hereafter  be  perverted. 
In  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution  I  saw  a  power  of  un- 
limited extent  intrusted  to  a  commiltee  of  ihis  Houar. 
1  am  not  of  that  school  whidi  insists  upon  a  search  war- 
rant  to  authorize  you  to  examine  your  public  t.ffice«, 
but  I  cannot  but  believe  that,  if  you  intend  to  enmine 
any  matter  beyond  the  manner  in  which  your  pubRc 
agents  discharge  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  yon 
will  require  something  more  than  a  resolution  of  this 
Houae.  Whst  does  tlie  original  resolution  propose' 
To  examine  into  the  official  and  unofficial  conduct  of 
those  who  are  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  the 

tiublie  departments.  This  is  the  task  whieli  ia  to  be  al- 
otted  to  a  committee  of  this  House.  Thia  ia  the  inqaist- 
torial  tribunal  you  propose  to  create.  If  ve  appoint  the 
committee,  how  can  it  proceed  in  tlie  diacharge  of  its 
duly?  The  power  of  thia  House  can  go  no  fiirther  titan 
to  examine  into  the  official  conduct  of  those  who  are  io 
office,  who  receive  their  compensation  at  your  hands, 
and  who  are  liable  to  censure  and  removal  for  any  breach 
of  dutjF,  In  every  point  connected  with  your  public  o!*- 
fices,  m  every  matter  of  an  official  character,  you  hare 
the  right  and  the  power  to  exact  a  rigid,  strict  ezamim- 
tiont  but  when  fwi  will  attempt  lo  inquire  into  the  unof- 
ficial conduct  of  a  public  officer,  or  to  make  the  wide- 
spread investigation  proposed  by  the  resolution,  the  ssc- 
ceas  of  your  ii)vett!f:stiun  will  depend  more  upon  thedis- 
position  of  thuse  who  may  be  called  before  the  commit- 
tee than  on  any  power  of  this  Houte  to  ci<mpel  tbcra  to 
Mitinry  yniir  inquiriea.  Youwill  search  in  Tain  for  a  pre- 
cedent fur  this  movement  in  parliamentary  hiatar>-t  but 
you  may  find  one  elsewhere.  There  can  be  found  one 
direction  to  which  it  bears  a  strict  resemblance.  The 
command  of  ihia  Hutise  to  the  commiltee  may  be  found 
in  that  of  Dogberry  to  the  watch,  a  sweeping  rraolution 
to  "comprehend  all  vagrom  men,"  and  to  let  all  gt>  who 
will  nut  aland  according  to  order.  Let  it  be  f:o«sideKd 
that  we  have  several  standing  committees,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  invcstigAle  the  aflaira  of  your  departments.    Let  it 
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beconriilered,iilsn.thit,  but  afrwdkyiiiocr,  vetppoint' 
ed  t  committer,  mt  the  hesH  orwhieh  is  the  (rentleiiMn  from 
Virginii,  [Mr,  Gauijivd,]  which  committee  is  dally  en- 
^{fed  intheeximination  of  one  or**ie  sul^rctsreferrtd  to 
in  this  resolution.  Yes,  sir,  the  very  point  which,  I  be- 
lieve, according  to  the  mover  of  this  proposition,  K^*e  rise 
to  this  proposed  investigation.  Out  in  a.-tdition  to  these 
means  whicli  are  witliin  our  power^  the  amendmeot  of 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Ishind  is  oflTered.  That 
imendraent  is,  in  my  opinion,  not  open  to  the  objections 
which  may  be  nude  to  the  original  propointion.  It  is  in 
accordsnce  with  parlinmentry  practice.  It  is  no  part  of 
the  duty  of  a  Legislature  lo  un-lerlake  an  exploring  ex- 

Sedition  in  search  of  abuses;  hut  if  abuses  are  charged,  it 
ecomes  a  solemn  duly  to  investigate  them.  The  amend' 
ment  proposes  to  create  a  Iribnnal  befure  which  charges 
can  be  made,  and  lo  examine  into  the  truth  of  those 
charges.  Suppose  a  petition  was  presented  to  this  House, 
and  referred  to  one  of  the  appropriate  committees,  pray- 
infr  an  examination  into  the  manner  in  which  your  public 
offtcers  discharge  their  duties,  and  setting  forth  that  abu- 
ses existed.  Tour  committee  would  aslc  the  petitioners 
for  specific  charges,  and  if  they  wtn  produced  the  ex- 
amination would  be  made.  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
they  would  inquire  of  your  different  departments  and 
bureaus  for  something  to  sualain  the  all^tion  of  the 
petitioners. 

But,  sir,  it  appears  that  your  standing  committees, 
your  select  committee,  the  amendment,  will  not  he  satis- 
faetory.  Nothing  will  give  sufficient  latitude  hut  the 
original  resolution.  1  prefer  suitsining -the  amendment, 
believing  it  cannot  be  perverted  hereafter  into  a  ditnger- 
ous  precedenti  but  if  that  cannot  be  adopted,  I  shall  not 
be  found  denying  investigation.  I  am  willing  to  give 
CTefy  fiacility*  and  to  afford  ample  means,  lo  pursue  the 
desired  examination;  to  have  the  official  transactions 
and  correspondence  of  your  public  offices  laid  open.  As 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  we  are  bound  to  guard 
every  department.  We  are  bmnd  to  pour  linlit  into 
■  every  portion  of  this  Government.  It  is  due  not  only  to 
the  country,  but  to  the  incumbents,  to  those  on  this  floor 
who  wish  the  examination,  that  some  decision  abould  be 
had  on  this  subject,  and  that  Without  delay.  The  de- 
bate which  has  arisen  upon  this  resolution  has  resusci- 
tated the  denunciations  and  charges  which  we  had  rea- 
son to  believe  were  long  since  buried.  I  have  been  sur- 
prised to  observe  the  course  of  the  present  discussion. 
The  same  accusations  of  corruption,  of  proscription,  and 
of  abuses  of  every  nature,  which  were  made  st  the  last 
session,  with  aview  of  operating  on  the  then  approaching 
political  contest,  are  reiterated  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion. We  ought  lo  suspect  that  oyr  fate  has  been  that 
of  R'p  Van  WinUet  that  we  have  been  sleeping  quietly 
white  the  thunders  of  the  opposition,  louder  far  than  any 
which  reverberated  through  the  Catsltill,  have  been 
pealing  over  us,  and  we  have  been  unconscious  of  the 
presidential  contest  which  has  just  cla|f  d.  If  there  is 
to  be  a  repetition  of  those  chirgea,  it  is  full  time  we 
ahould  be  aroused.  I  have  sought  for  new'itatemenla, 
but  none  are  offered.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
■ame  representations  which  are  made  now  were  made 
befnre  the  struggle  commenced;  that  the  ssme  evidence, 
sustained  by  the  aid  of  the  same  distinguished  gentle- 
men, was  laid  before  the  pecfple  of  this  country,  and  that 
the  people  supported  him  agHinot  whom  these  charges 
Were  intended  to  operate.  Why  do  gentlemen  stop  even 
now'  Whydo  they  hall?  Why  not  cross  the  llnbiconf 
There  is  still  remedy  left.  If  outrages  upon  the  consti- 
tution, if  viulations  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  have 
been  committed,  why,  instead  of  making  the  accusation, 
is  not  the  individual  who  is  the  author  of  these  evils 
made  liable  to  the  consequences  of  impeachment?  If  he 
baa  violated  the  rights  of  any  of  your  citizens,  any  of  the 


rights  of  any  branch  of  the  Government,  why  is  he  not 
placed  in  a  situation  where  he  will  be  required  to  de- 
fend his  public  clisracter  from  these  accusations'  If  we 
have  watchful  sentinels  on  the  ramp»rtn  of  constitutional 
liberty,  let  them  not  only  sound  the  alarm,  but  let  them 
seize  upon  him  whom  they  represent  to  be  an  enemy  of 
the  country.  That  country  baa  a  right  to  demand  this 
movement  at  the  hands  of  those  who  are  to  dewrona  of 
preserving  its  intereats  from  violation.  Nothing  is  easier 
than  to  denounce.  We  ask  forthe  evfdenees  to  support 
the  chargea  they  make— we  ask  for  action.  The  Exec- 
utive  has  been  represented  as  a  violator  of  his  plighted 
faith,  as  one  who  had  broken  every  pledge.  Let  uilook 
to  his  inaugural  addresfl,  which  ought  to  be  considered  as 
an  exposition  of  Ihe  policy  which  would  characterixe  his 
admini«l  ration.  In  regard  to  your  foreign  policy,  he  had 
staled  that  he  would  endeavor  to  preserve  peace  and  culli- 
vste  friendship  with  all  nations  on  honorable  terms'and 
to  adjust  our  differences  in  Ihe  forbwing  spirit  becom- 
ing a  powerful  nation,  rather  than  the  sensibility  belong- 
ing lo  a  gallant  people.  Has  this  been  fulfilled  F  Do 
you  find  the  vlnUtion  of  this  pledge  in  the  elevated  posi- 
tion which  our  country  sustains  amongst  the  nations  of 
the  eaKh?  He  pledged  himself  to  a  spirit  of  compro- 
mise, equity,  and  caution,  in  reganl  to  your  UrifT,  by 
the  promotion  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufac- 
tures; and  if  any  encouragement  should  be  given,  it  was 
only  to  those  articles  which  might  be  found  essential  to 
our  national  independence.  Let  his  messages  to  Con- 
gress show  how  far  he  has  labored  to  dischai^e  this 
pledge.  He  avowed  his  determination  to  reform  abuses, 
by  depending  for  Ihe  promotion  of  the  public  service 
not  on  the  number,  but  on  the  efficiency,  the  integrity, 
the  zf^al,  of  public  officers.  Let  the  consequences  of  the 
toils  of  those  agentfi,  visible  in  the  negotiation  of  foreign 
treatirs,  and  in  the  happy  results  of  the  faithful  discharge 
of  duties  within  our  country,  be  his  defence  on  this  point. 
He  promised  to  facilitate  the  extinguishment  of  the  public 
debt.  Has  that  been  discharged?  Does  not  the  contest 
here  fur  the  division  of  an  immense  surplus  in  your 
Treasury  speak  for  him  on  this  auhjectf  Has  not,  du- 
rt-ig  this  administration,  the  novel  spectacle  been  pre- 
sented to  the  world  of  an  immense  republic,  unshackled 
with  a  national  debt?  When  the  violence  of  political 
feeling  shall  have  subsided,  but  one  opinion,  sir,  will  be 
given  of  the  present  administration;  and  if,  as  somegen- 
tlemen  insist,  the  coming  administration  will  be  but  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  policy  of  the  present,  the  country  may 
becongralnUted  on  the  prospect  of  aeareer  of  brilliancy 
and  prosperity.  It  will  be  a  continuation  of  a  policy 
which  seeks  to  enlarge  the  liberties  of  every  citizen,  and 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Union. 

The  corruption  which  exists  in  the  Government  ts  a 
fruitful  theme.  The  dictation  nf  the  Executive,  and  his 
interference  with  the  elective  franchise,  have  been  bla- 
zoned forth  to  the  world.  Sir,  if  v/c  have  had  a  dicta- 
tor, he  bears  but  little  resemblance  to  the  Sylla  of  other 
days.  The  Roman  retired  when  the  aristocracy -had 
been  armed  with  ihe  sceptre,  hot  our  dictator  is  about 
to  surrender  his  trust  when  the  democracy  is  triumphant. 
Do  gentlemen  Euppose  that  the  intelligence  of  this  coun- 
try is  to  be  deceived  with  this  outcry?  May  we  auk 
when  and  where  this  dictation  took  place?  Who  were 
the  individuals  who  yielded,  or  the  States  that  submit- 
ted to  his  commands?  We  hear  of  Tenneaseel  lliat 
State  did  not  vole  for  the  individual  who  is  asid  to  have 
oblained  hiit  election  by  the  dictation  of  the  Rxeciitive. 
If  the  dictation  of  the  President  was  of  any  avai^  it  musit 
have  hren  united  not  only  with  omnipotence  but  omni- 
presence. Its  results  are  seen  in  Maine,  and  at  the  same 
time  in  Louisiana — in  the  Atlantic  States  and  in  your  far 
West.  This  charge  (let  gentlemen  consider)  of  dicta- 
tion and  of  corruption,  readies  not  only  the  Executive, 
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but  ftt  tbote  ftbovr  that  Ezecutivr.  The  poiioned  bf- 
rowi  which  tre  sottered  strike  not  only  those  tf^ainst 
whom  they  are  limed,  but  at.  the  body  of  the  American 
people.  IF  there  arecorrupter%  wliereare  the  corrupted ' 
Are  we  to  teek  fur  them  amongst  the  honcat  yeomanry  of 
the  land*  la  thia  degrading  dutracler  to  be  given  to  our 
eoantrymen^  I  trust  we  are  not  ready  to  look  upon  a  ma- 
jority of  our  fellow-cilizens  ss  obedient  slaves,  obeying 
the  edicts  of  an  imperial  master.  The  sin  of  the  Exec- 
utive has  been  that  he  moved  in  unison  with  the  people, 
and  for  this  he  ii  denounced.  This  is  hia  crime,  in  the 
eyea  of  hia  opponents.  I  cannot  believe  that  hts  courae 
Itfill  at  any  time  be  deemed  uiipatriolie,  or  prejudicial  to 
the  inatitutiona  of  our  common  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  RoBxaTsoir]  ob- 
jected most  strenuously  to  the  proscription  which  had 
been  carried  out  during  the  present  administration.  The 
opposition  is  distinguished,  if  we  are  to  believe  what  we 
hear,  by  magnanimity,  by  generosity,  by  re«pect  for 
freedom  of  opinion.  Cases  have  been  adduced  to  show 
the  oppression  heaped  upon  some  of  our  fellow-citixens. 
I  could  not  but  observe  the  .indignation  excited  amongst 
lome  of  the  opponentt  of  the  admintatralion  at  the  recital 
of  initancea  of  removals  From  office.  I  cannot  speak  of 
the  merits  of  these  casest  1  am  ignorant  of  them.  I  can- 
not, however,  but  look  upon  (he  denunciations  which 
have  been  made  sgainvt  removals  from  office  as  an  evi- 
dence of  a  policy  which  hss  not  heretofore  distinguished 
our  opponents.  I  suppose  that  hereafter,  in  no  part  of 
the  country  where  they  hold  the  power,  no  man  is  to  be 
removed  who  entertains  opinions  in  accordance  with 
those  of  the  democracy.  The  guillotine  which  I  have 
aeen  ready  to  do  its  office  in  one  city  of  this  Union  is  to 
be  removed — the  victims  are  to  be  released.  1  have,  T 
eonfesa  candidly,  Mr.  Speaker,  some  misgivings.  Judg- 
ing from  the  past,  I  can  bsve  but  little  hope  fur  the  fu- 
ture. **To  know  Hie  rij;ht,  and  yet  the  wrong  pursue," 
■eema  to  be  the  fale  of  our  opponents. 

Look  at  theetty  of  New  York,  where  the  opposition, 
during  the  celebrated  panic  session,  obtained  power. 
The  process  of  removal  was  fully  csrried  out.  The 
lamps  in  our  streets  were  not  allowed  to  be  lighted  by 
those  who  were  demncrats.  Look  to  PhiUdelphiat  one 
sweeping  proscription,  if  rumor  speaka  truly.  Look  to 
Penn^lvania,  when  the  Government  of  the  State  was 
changed.  The  offices  given  to  those  who  had  placed 
the  preaent  incnmbenta  in  power,  and  those  who  thought 
with  the  general  administration  proicribed,  and  th«r 
familiea,  depending  for  subsistence  on  (he  emoluments 
of  their  humble  offices,  turned  adrift  upon  the  world. 
Sir,  this  proscription  which  they  denounce  they  prac- 
tice. Let  not  the  charge  be  made  against  us  until,  by 
their  example,  they  can  enforce  their  advice  with  mure 
authority  than  they  can  at  preaent.  Let  not  their  lndi^> 
nation  be  excited  against  (he  adminiatration,  or  their 
sympathy  ezpreased  in  favor  of  its  supposed  victims,  so 
lung  aa  ihey  have  on  every  side  an  opportuniiy  of  be- 
atowtng  their  sympathy  on  those  who  have  suffered  by 
the  exercise  of  the  power  Ihey  hold.  The  administra- 
tion cannot  be  justly  liable  to  this  accusation.  Here  and 
elsewhere  it  has  been  confidently  asserted,  by  those  who 
have  examined  this  subject,  i  bat  a  laigc  majority  of  those 
holding  offices  are  opposed  to  the  administration;  and 
Iheaweeping  proscrtpiion  and  penecuiion  for  expres- 
sion of  opinion  cannot  with  propriety  be  charged 
against  it. 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  war  on  the  currency 
which  hss  been  waged  by  the  present  administration. 
Th^  disturbance  of  our  financial  operationa,  the  chaoa  of 
our  commercial  afTaira,  have  been  placed  to  the  account 
of  the  Executive.  The  party  in  power  fur  the  past  seven 
jreara  has  been  carrying  on»  if  any,  «  war  on  (he  United 
States  Bank;  and  if  that  be  a  war  on  the  currency,  ttu>y 


must  plead  guilly.  it  has  been  a  eonteat  in  which  we 
have  seen  the  concentrated  wealth  of  the  nation  in  arms 
against  the  Government  and  the  people;  and  we  have 
seen  that  contest  conrJuded  with  the  trhimph  of  the  peo- 
ple over  an  inatitution  which  had  threatened  to  p(»son 
the  very  fountains  of  your  prospeiity.  We  have  carried 
on  a  war  against  a  lyalem  which  carries  within  the  moat 
alarming  elements.  Tou  have  aeen  inatitutiona  invested 
with  a  power  of  creating  a  **  paper  currency,"  starting 
into  existence  in  every  section.  Tou  have  aeen  a  power 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  particular  claas  of  men  to  con- 
trol the  fortunes  of  their  fellow-citizena.  You  have 
aeen  pricea  riring,  values  disturbed,  an  onsettlcd  and 
feverish  state  oi  public  feeling.  You  have  aeen  the 
swollen  tide  of  speculation  rushing  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  bearing  upon  it  every  Individod. 
Purchases  made,  not  with  a  view  to  the  natural  opera- 
tions of  trade,  but  regulated  alone  by  the  credits  which 
might  be  obtained.  You  have  seen  the  favoiable  gale, 
swelling  every  man's  sails;  but  now  the  tempest  is  kcp, 
driving  before  it  thousands,  «  hose  fiite  it  will  be  difficult 
10  predict.  You  have  seen  in  this  country,  and  on  the 
other  nde  of  the  Atlantic,  gathering  signs  in  the  com* 
mereisi  honzon;  anxiety,  intense  anxiety,  pervadiRg 
every  section  of  the  country.  When  the  cause  of  the 
excitement  is  examined,  when  it  is  asserted  that  the  over- 
issues have  been  the  main  cause  of  the  present  state  of 
things  when  «'e  are  told  (o  look  back  to  the  troubles  m 
Kngland  in  paat  years,  and  observe  that  the  same  sUte 
of  things  was  produced  by  aimilar  csusea;  yet  when  (be 
effort  is  made  by  the  Gorernmsnt  to  cheek  this  evil,  by 
calling  into  circulation  the  constitutional  currency  of  the 
country,  with  a  view  to  give  security  to  your  financial 
operation)),  to  give  stability  (o  the  value  of  property,  and 
to  afford  labor  ita  just  reward,  it  is  denounced  as  tyraa* 
nical  and  oppressive.  The  question  of  currency,  1  sm 
willing  to  admit,  is  intricate;  but  I  do  nut  believe  it  loo 
intricate  to  be  beyond  the  underatanding  of  an  acute  aid 
intelligent  people— of  a  people  whose  pursuits  render  it 
necessary  for  (hem  (o  watch  every  movement  in  the  in- 
dustry and  B  nance  of  the  country.  They  deaire  a  sound 
currency,  but  not  a  currency  which  ia  given  to  them  by 
holding  their  liberties  at  the  will  of  any  body  of  inen. 

I  cannot  omit  a  reference  to  the  allusions  which  have 
been  made  to  (he  President  during  this  debate.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisa]  has  traced  bis  course 
from  the  period  of  his  early  obscurity  to  the  preaent  ex- 
alted station  which  be  now  holds.  Prom  its  rise  in  bua- 
bleness,  he  has  found  the  tenor  of  his  life  a  broad  ar.d 
sweeping  current,  rolling  onward  uuder  the  living  light 
of  day  and  the  steady  gaze  of  the  nation.  ParailcFi  are 
sought;  but  wheref  Are  they  sought  for  amongst  the 
patriots  whose  reputations  are  interwoven  with  the  bright* 
est  epochs  of  the  past  t  Are  they  liMind  in  sobm  brUTmnt 
example  of  devotion  to  country,  of  fidelity  to  her  insti- 
tutions, of  purity  of  purpose,  of  undying  patriMian; 
amopgst  the  Aristides,  the  Curli',  or  the  Catoa?  No,  sir; 
we  find  them  seeking  for  parallela  in  the  most  corrupt 
and  degraded  periods  of  the  Roman  Government.  Tbcy 
find  them  in  a  Commndus  or  a  Severus;  in  the  vile,  the 
profligate,  and  depraved  emperora  of  a  crumbling  em- 
pire. Who  is  your  modern  Commodus?  Sliall  1  sum- 
mon from  his  many  battle  fields  the  manes  of  the  dead 
to  be  his  defenders?  No,  air;  let  the  living  attest  his 
worth*  Let  them  answer  whether  or  not  it  was  by  col- 
lecting around  him  the  abandoned  Cleanders  ol  bis  time 
he  led  your  country  through  many  difficulties  up  lo  the 
eminence  on  which  he  now  is  Uaving  her!  Even  in 
the  highest  excitement  of  a  political  contest,  we  ought 
not  to  forget  the  services  of  our  public  men — of  those 
who  *'have  done  (he  aiste  some  service."  The  petty 
differences  of  party  will  disappear,  but  the  rcsulu  of 
the  tabor  of  tbose  men  never  will  be  destroyed.  For 
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one,  I  will  not  de8ecr«te  the  temple  of  our  Union  by  any 
attrmpt  to  defiice  one  particle  of  thoM  brilliant  names 
thitmay  cast  their  iplemororer  it.  Fidelity  to  our  own 
principle!  never  can  be  incompatible  with  justice  and 
toleration  for  thoae  of  our  opponents.  I  apeak  of  thii 
point  not  ai  a  partisan,  but  as  an  American.  I  cannot 
be  deterred,  by  the  fear  of  being  termed  a  flatterer,  from 
doinff  justice  lo  any  man.  I  ask  gentlemen  how  they 
can  hope  that  the  people  will  attend  to  their  chai^«s' 
We  are  told  it  ia  to  inform  the  people  of  the  dangers  they 
have  passed — of  the  conspiracies  against  their  liberties 
that  have  been  exploded.  Why,  air,  Cicero  himself 
would  not  have  been  heeded  when  the  conspirators  were 
deprived  of  all  power  to  injure.  The  people  of  this 
country  wilt  not,  as  the  hour  is^pproaching  which  is  to 
separate  them  from  him  who  has  for  years  enjoyed  their 
highest  confidence,  stand  with  ready  ear  to  listen  to  de- 
nunciations. Not  while  one  spark  of  gratitude  remains 
will  they  refose  to  shield  him.  They  will  be  seen  pro- 
tecting htm  from  the  flames  of  political  persecutions!  ihey 
will  be  ihe  first  to  rescue  him — the  patriot  who  has  led 
their  armies  to  victory  and  given  permanency  to  their 
Union — from  the  ignominy  of  being  placed  in  the  same 
niche  of  immortal  infamy  with  a  Commodus  or  a  Severus. 
'  There  is  one  aspect  in  which  the  present  discussion 
will  be  viewed  with  interest  by  Ihe  country.  It  is  Ihe 
objeetions  which  have  been  raised  against  the  coming  ad- 
ministration. We  are  told  that  the  people  have  no 
pledge  of  any  line  of  policyi  that  the  President  elect  is 
untrammelled  by  any  promises.  He  can  sustain  a  tariff  or 
an  anti-tarifr  policy;  he  may  be  for  internal  improvements 
by  the  General  Government,  or  agajnst  them;  he  may 
be  for  a  national  bank,  or  agsinst  it;  for  distribution,  ur 
•gainst  distribution — that  upon  leading  political  queationa 
he  ts  in  no  manner  committed.  What,  sir!  no  policy 
promised'  If  there  is  any  point  on  which  the  Presi- 
dent elect  is  not  committed,  the  fsiih  liet  not  with  him. 
Not  far  from  me  is  the  member  from  Kentucky,  [Mr, 
Williams,]  who  submitted  questions  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  the  country  before  the  'ilection.  The  reply 
to  those  queries  is  part  of  your  political  history.  That 
reply  formed  the  chief  point  of  attack  in  your  prtsiden- 
tiiil  contests.  On  most  of  Ihe  points  which  agitated  the 
Country,  the  people  of  this  eoimtry  have  had  an  ample 
exposition  of  Ihe  views  of  the  individual  who  has  been 
elevated  by  Ihelr  suff'rages  to  the  first  oflice  within  their 
power.  You  have,  in  the  document  to  which  T  refer, 
hts  Kptnions  withregard  to  the  Bankofihe  United  States. 
You  have  his  views  on  the  great  and  absorbing  sub- 
ject of  your  public  revenues,  and  the  policy  of  distribu- 
tion. When  he  speaks  of  this  measure,  it  is  but  in  ac- 
cordance, so  fjir  as  results  are  concerned,  with  the  opin- 
ions of  a  distinguished  stateaman,  whose  course  is  sus- 
tained by  a  large  portion  of  the  opponents  of  the  admin- 
istration, and  whose  aentimcnis  are  given  in  a  speech,  de- 
livered some  years  since,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  The  Clerk  of  the  House  will  read  the  passage  in 
that  speech  to  which  I  refer. 

I'he  clerk  then  read  as  follows: 

Speaking  of  the  public  debt,  he  remarked:  "  It  is  so 
near  being  totally  extinguislted  that  we  may  nowsafely  in- 
^mrc  whether,  without  prejudice  to  any  established  poI- 
icy,  we  may  not  relieve  the  consumption  of  the  country 
by  the  repeal  or  reduction  of  duties,  and  curtail,  consid. 
crably,  the  public  revenue.  In  making  this  inquiry,  Ihe 
first_ question  which  presents  itself  is,  whether  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  preserve  the  existing  duties,  in  order  to  ac- 
cumulate  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  for  the  purpose  of 
■ubseqiient  distribution  among  the  several  SUtes.  I 
think  nut.  If  the  collection  for  the  purpose  of  such  a 
surplus  is  to  he  made  from  the  pockets  "^f  one  por- 
tion of  the  people,  to  be  ultiroattly  returned  to  the  same 
pockets,  the  process  would  be  attended  with  the  certain 


loss  arising  from  the  charges  of  collection,  and  with  the 
loss  also  of  interest,  while  the  money  is  performing  the 
unnecessary  cireuilf  and  it  would  therefore  be  unwise. 
If  it  is  to  be  collected  from  one  portion  of  the  people, 
and  given  to  another,  it  would  he  unjnst.  If  it  is  to  be 
given  to  the  Ststes  in  their  corporate  capacity,  to  be 
used  by  Ihem  in  their  public  expenditures,  I  know  of  no 
principle  in  the  constitution  which  authorizes  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  become  such  a  collector  for  the 
States,  nor  of  any  principle  of  sifely  or  propriety  which 
admits  of  the  States  becoming  such  recipients  of  gratuity 
from  the  General  Government. 

"  The  public  revenue,  then,  should  be  reguTated  and 
adapted  to  the  proper  service  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment." 

These  views  were  presented  by  one  of  the  Senators 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat.]  These  views  were  susiain- 
eil  by  the  mitiorily  which  were  found  on  the  deposite 
bill  of  the  last  aessiom  and  It  could  not  be  objected  to 
by  ihat  minority,  that  from  those  with  whom  they  dilTer- 
ed  in  sentiment  they  could  obtain  support  for  thecourse 
which  they  pursued.  Ii  is  ihe  pledge  lhat  we  shall  have 
aid  in  relieving  the  people  from  burdens  of  a  grievous 
character,  and  a  pledge  which  we  have  a  right  to  Insist ' 
on  being  fulfilled. 

But,  sir,  his  opponent!  were  not  satibfied  with  Ihe 
course  which  the  President  elect  had  pursued  beforethe 
nation  in  a  long  life  of  political  tctioni  they  were  not 
satisfied  with  his  open  and  avowed  declarations,  but  in 
every  section  of  the  country  be  was  represented  |t>  en- 
tertain different  views,  but  always  those  which  might  be 
particularly  unpopular.  I  will  not  attempt  to  follow  the 
whole  train,  but  I  cannot  forego  the  opportunity  of  re- 
ferring to  one  of  the  means  called  into  action  against 
him.  I  allude  to  the  fact  of  dragging  hii  opinions  on  re- 
iigtoua  manners  into  the  political  contest.  His  opponent^ 
aware  of  the  prejudice  existing  against  one  creed  in  this 
country,  eagerly  seizeil  upon  it  to  operate  with  efl^ect 
upon  some  portion  of  our  citizens.  We  are  told  that 
the  votes  of  States  were  given  sgain«t  him  on  this  rea- 
son. 1'he  spirit  of  intolerance — that  spirit  which  lias  at 
all  times,  and  in  rII  couniries,  left  the  evidences  of  ila 
triumphs  in  the  bUsted  happiness  and  withered  prosper* 
ily  of  thousands  was  brought  into  the  contest.  In  vain 
was  the  avowal  of  my  co'leagtie  [Mr.  Vinimrati]  in 
favor  of  the  Candidate,  showing  that  he  did  not  enter- 
tain certain  opinions.  It  was  insisted,  that  even  If  he  did 
not  entertain  them,  yet  he  had  been  guilty,  at  leai>l,  of 
an  act  which,  in  England,  would  have  rendered  bim  lia- 
ble to  the  pains  and  penalties  of  a  prmmunire.  even 
in  England,  under  an  enlightened  and  liberal  legtalatiun, 
that  badge  of  barlnrity  had  been  destroyed,  and  in  this 
country  never  had  existed.  Punisliment  was  due  for  the 
transgression,  and  the  guilty  must  be  reached  throiif>h 
the  bsllol-box.  Sir,  no  language  can  express  the  deep 
humiliation  with  which  I  refer  to  this  topic{  I  feel  that  in 
a  land  of  freedom — that  land  which  gave  to  (he  cause  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty  a  Carroll,  and  contains  the 
ashes  of  h^m  whose  pride  was  not  alone  lo  have  been  the 
author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  but  of  the 
code  to  secure  freedom  of  conscience— thit  there  h  a 
spirit  which  would  drive  a  pwtion  of  our  fellow  citizens 
from  Ihe  advantages  of  the  Government,  and  place  them 
as  outcasts  without  (he  pale  of  your  constitution.  If  thia 
is  to  be  the  consequence  of  entertaining  certain  opiU' 
ions,  your  constitution  will  be  a  mocker]',  your  pledge 
of  equality  of  rights  is  violated.  Are  tliey  who  have 
unloosed  this  whirlwind  blind  to  the  ravages  it  has^se- 
»here  committed'  Are  they  desirous  of  tubstitu^ng 
the  war  of  fanaticism  for  the  peace  and  charity  which 
exist  at  present  through  the  country'  Let  ihem  consid*- 
er  that  ihe  persecution  which  f<,llowa8nd  crushet  one 
sect  to-day  may  turn  upon  anotbefi  to-morrew.  Let 
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tliem  nut  bnpe  to  be  ible  **to  check  the  fi«ry  t'.ecdi 
tliry  have  driven  to  the  edg^  of  the  precipice,"  and  tu 
tave  ihemselves  from  dashing  down  into  the  abyts  where 
inj  riadv  Ke  entombed  the  Tictima  of  a  similar  spirit!  la 
tltts  the  age  in  which  lucb  acenra  arc  to  be  enacle^f  No, 
feirt  eztinguisli  the  liglili  of  eirilizilkm  and  intell^nce, 
berore  you  illumine  Ibe  torch  of  fsnatieiim.  It*  lurid 
glare  will  be  lost  in  the  blaze  of  freedom.  Brini^  back 
Uie  days  of  (he  Vandal  and  the  Goth.  Lf  t  Ihrn  the  min- 
islera  uf  savage  orf^ies  shout  wilh  j'ny  around  the  tombt 
of  the  dead  Ihey  have  violated,  and  with  frantic  ex'ilia- 
liun  imid  the  bhzinir  ruiii«  of  sefninarles  of  learning;  at 
such  «  time,  let  the  demon  of  persecution  be  unchained, 
and  rosb  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
But  if  we  desire  peace,  if  we  arek  for  the  exercise  nf 
liBelinp  of  charity,  we  must  not  violate  the  spirit  uf  (hat 
constitution  which  secures  protection  to  all.  The  perse- 
cution uf  the  bsllot.box  is  but  ttie  precursor  of  penal 
Irgisbtiun.  We  must  not  permit  the  ballot  box  to  be 
cunverted  into  an  engine  of  oppression  upq,n  any  portion 
of  our  counlrymen.  Let  it  be  remetnbtred  that  amongM 
those  who  are  denounced  are  those  whose  integrity 
and  devotion  to  the  country  are  not  to  be  uuealionedt 
that  tbry  are  ^our  frilow-citizena,  who  ask  for  nothinir 
more  than  ihetr  cunalimiional  rights,  and  ought  not,  will 
nut,  submit  (0  Its*.  I  csnnot  be  miitaken  in  my  eoun- 
Irymen,  or  our  insiilutinns,  when  I  say  Hiat  in  the  intel- 
ligence ami  the  Hbcraliiy  which  should  ever  distin- 
guish Americans,  there  is  a  gH*rantee  for  liberty  of  con- 
wienu  which  Can  never  be  desiroyedi  and  that  Ameri- 
can liberty  cona'ata  in  freedom  of  opinion,  freedom  of 
industry,  freedom  of  conscience. 

We  have  been  loM  that  the  spprosching  administra- 
tion will  be  brought  into  power  by  the  vilest  means;  lhat 
it  is  ilie  triumph  of  the  New  Yoik  syslem.  I  find  that 
it  is  the  I'aatiion  of  the  hour  t»  refer  to  thai  State.  Her 
immenke  reiiourcefl,  her  natural  and  artificial  advantagps, 
are  paraded  to  excle  a  jealousy  sgaiiist  her  interests 
ami  her  aona.  Is  this  the  apirit  in  which  ibis  Union  wa« 
frameiU  or  can  be  mainlaine<l^  Why,  to  acrure  a  petty 
triumph  of  part)-,  ia  this  cfTort  made  to  array  sect  on 
against  section,  SUte  ag^iinst  Stated  In  sorrow,  not  in 
anger,  have  1  heard  the  charge- s  made  agsinct  thsl 
State.  I  have  witnessed  the  cfl'.ris  to  injure  her  fair 
lame)  but  still  I  look  upon  my  native  S>ate  with  pride. 
Nut  one  particle  of  her  reputation  is  yet  larniithed.  1'hal 
Sute  can  look  back  upon  the  psal  with  high  salibfticliun, 
and  look  forward  to  the  future  with  the  brightrst  axt'ci- 
pations.  tA'liat,  kir,  haa  been  her  ayalem?  She  liaa  had 
"a  giant's  alreitgih,  but  she  has  used  it  like  a  giant." 
Slie  stands  erect  in  itic  conaciuusneas  nf  her  ascrlfit^s  to 
l<>e  inilepcndence,  the  liberty  of  the  conntry,  and  to  ilic 
Utivm  of  these  States.  She  prrseiils  to  you  her  Sarato- 
ga, »i  her  evidence  uf  her  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the 
ItiVuluiion.  Kvcry  poii.t  of  her  whole  fronlitr  ia  the 
theatre  uf  rCMstauce  to  the  inva»iun  uf  a  savage  or  a  civ- 
ilised fo".  In  peacr,  aa  in  war,  no  sordii)  p' licy  has 
characterized  Iter  courae.  I  challei'ge  genilemen  lo 
point  out  in  the  votfs  of  her  Representatives  hire, 
uv  in  the  IcgiHUtion  uf  the  S  ate,  any  d  spositiun  lo  ele- 
v.<le  tliat  B'Ute  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  rifrhls  or  intt rests 
ui'  uny  section  of  this  conft- derary.  ilcr  li'story  contains 
not  a  single  line  for  wtnch  one  of  her  son*  necl  blush. 
Priiud  uf  her  hiAory,  prou-l  xf  hi-r  enteip-iitr,  fur  our, 
1  would,  in  tlie  langmge  of  one  who  hsa  given  gtoi  y,  nut 
only  to  that  State,  but  lo  the  wtiote  cimfederacy,  as 
s>ion  forget  the  m-iihcr  that  gave  me  binh,  as  that 
State  the  tmphiea  of  whose  system  may  be  aeen  in  the 
unrivalled  prusperiiy  of  her  milliona  of  inhabitants. 
The  power  she  wield*  was  never  exercised  for  oppres- 
sion. Mighty  she  has  been,  but  nunc  hus  been  more 
meek.  Tu  be  the  equil,  not  the  siipi  riur,  of  lier  sister 
Slat  %  liaa  ever  been  her  object.    Uratttude  deiranda 


this  humble  tribute  from  one  wbo  owea  her  Kucb;  ar.d 
jtistice  rcquirea  that  her  character  ahould  not  be  raiuvp- 

rewRied. 

This  debate,  sir,  is  the  announcement  of  a  couise  of 
policy  which  ibe  country  ought  fully  lo  understand. 
What  ia  the  development  lhat  we  have  aeen  made^ 
Tliat  oppuaition  it  at  once  to  be  formed  to  the  cmting 
sd  ministration.    We  are  toM  lhat  a  war  la  to  be  waged, 
a  war  of  cxtf-rmination,  agtinat  him  who  haa  been  placed 
in  power  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  principles  of  libcity.  A 
war  against  the  man  is  to  be  declared.    Why  nut  avow 
at  once  a  stnigglr,  a  *<  war  to  the  knife,"  wilh  the  de- 
mocracy ?    Where  is  the  ev'dence  of  tiie  violation  of  any 
rights  by  the  aucceaaful  candidate?   Where  the  pret^ 
that,  in  hia  triumphant  marih  to  the  Capitol,  he  haa  driv- 
en his  eliariot  with  savage  exultation  ovtr  ll.e  iiui^led 
corse  of  your  constitution.^   If  npponiiun  it  at  once  to 
be  arrayed,  let  tlie  country  know  it.  leannol  bt  Jiere  that 
lie  wl>o  sustains  the  coming  administration  v.ust  neces- 
sarily be  a  **  traitor  to  the  interests  of  the  South,"  aa  «e 
heard  in  Uiia  discussion.  I  will  not  admit  thai  tlie  S«u1b, 
which  haa  but  within  a  Flw  abort  wecka  paat  given  evi- 
dence of  ita  confidence,  is  at  once  to  be  ntaraballcd  in 
opposition,  and  that  this  position  ia  to  be  a«MMned — that 
no  m<Uer  with  what  purity,  no  matter  with  what  palri- 
olism,  no  matter  with  ft  hat  success,  the  policy  of  tbe 
coming  adminiiitralion  irsy  be  dialingutslied,  still  it  must 
be  paralt  zed,  atlll  it  must  be  crushed,  must  be  annihi- 
lated.   This  I  will  nut  admit.  The  people  will  aflbtd  to 
their  Chief  Magistrate  the  same  lenity  and  the  same  rnle 
Ihey  would  apply  to  the  humblest  lervaDl  in  the  public 
aerhiee.  They  will  judge  of  him  by  his  acta.  11  will  be  in 
Vain  to  denounce  the  manner  in  wh'cll  he  was  cleeled— 
noi-e  could  be  more  honorable.  In  vain  will  tlicy  denounce 
the  success  of  the  man — they  will  discover  lhat  tbesirug* 
gle  which  has  closed  was  not  concluded  by  the  triumph 
uf  sny  man.    Let  me  assure  gentlemen  it  is  not  the  tri- 
umph of  the  candidate  wliicli  causes  the  exultation  which 
they  observe  on  every  side.    It  it  the  triumph  of  the 
true  principles  of  yuur  Government  of  the  Uninai  it  is 
the  triuiT  ph  t.f  the  people.    We  ba%-e  been  toM  that  the 
pC'  pie  have  been  routed  by  tie  pixturitn  cohoita.  Nc, 
sir;  gentlemen  miiitake  tlie  scattered  and  retrcat«g 
bands.    The  peuplc  are  tiut  tccn  fl}ing  in  every  dirte- 
tiun.    I'lie  people  are  not  vanquialied,  but  tictoriou', 
pruudly  vicloriuus.    Tliey  are  victors  over  co-i  binaticns 
uiihcitid  of  in  theannalH  uf  political  warfare;  victois  over 
misreprearntatiou;  victors  over  prejudice;  victors  over 
principles  of  every  nature.    **The  flag  of  the  country 
IS  still  flying."   Sir,  1  repeat  the  larguage  of  the  gcu- 
tleman  irum  Virginia,  [Mi;,  Wise:]  the  flsg  oflhe  ci.un- 
try  ia  blill  flying.    We  differ,  sir,  ms  to  the  cliaract^r  i.-f 
that  ensign.    It  ia  not  the  drapeau  blanc,-  not  the  flag 
wilh  a  single  atar  emblazoned  un  its  fulds;  nut  the  fl^g 
which  was  aeen  B)ing  on  one  portiun  cf  your  ct-aa*,  the 
aigiial  fur  the  advance  of  a  hoa<ile  fleet,  but  the  flag 
which  floated  in  triumph  over  JefTi-rson;  which  was  seen 
umiilkt  the  bijze  of  an  enemy's  cannon  in  the  days  of 
Madisun;  that  Rag  around  which  have  alwaja  rallietl  the 
uirerrified  fricmia  of  liberty;  that  banner  ia  still  flying; 
never,  I  trust,  never  to  be  atruck  down.    AU'I  who,  s  r, 
are  the  prxtorian  baiidd  who  are  rushing  to  the  rescue' 
Look,  sir,  to  the  majurjiy  of  this  House;  to  a  outjorily  of 
the  other  branch  of  yoii<-  I<egia)alure;  a  majority  of  the 
pt-ople  of  this  Country.   You  may  ate  iliem  lust/mg  rrx:m 
the  granite  hilb  ol  the  £afit;  you  will  iind  them  p-nirng 
doH  n  in  hordes  from  the  Norlli.    They  are  to  b::  found 
i)i  the  boundless  and  fertile  prairies  of  the  Wcat,  nnd 
may  be  seen  gathering  from  the  chivalrous  South,  even 
fro<n  the  Old  Duminiun.    On  tvery  side  the  yeomanry 
of  the  land  have  been  eager  to  rally  under  tliii  labantm. 
And  yet  these  are  the  maraud' rs,  the  ttsinbands,  the 
obedient  janizaries,  the  pix'.o  ian  cohorts  vbo  are 
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Abfriition  in  the  Dwtrlet  of  Oolunibtii;  ft  memorial  frani 
the  grand  jury  of  Wtriimjffon  county,  507, 
706. 

Ahbtmi  and  Missisrippii  n  bill  to  tdnnee  ft  mmion  dol- 

lan  on  ihe  tiro  per  cent,  land  (bod  of  Ihese 

StfttM,  98€|  bill  laid  on  the  tables 
Allyn,  Captftin  Franoitf  ft  bill  to  remunerate  him  for 

OMffcylDg  General  UbyettF.  in  the  year  1834> 
,    ofldered  to  be  enfrossed,  988. 
Amenetn  Colonizition  Society)  memorial  fiir  a  charter 

for  It,  564{  memori|l  laid  on  the  table,  568; 

motion  to  take  up  rfleeted. 
Appropriation  bill  for  the  cinl  and  diplomatic  expenaes 

of  the  OBTcmment  for  the  year  183r,  read  a 

thM  floto  and  paMed,  1018. 
AppropriitioM  for  the  army,  nary,  Indians,  light-hootei, 

tu:.,  *iH  be  found  under  the  sereral  beada  of 

Arbuckle,  Colonelt  a  biH  for  hia  relief,  991 1  negatir- 
ed. 

AroMiy  billf  a  bill  to  eitabliah  a  foundry  or  armory  In 
the  West  or  Sonthweat,  arsenala  in  the  Statea 
in  which  none  have  yet  been  eatahKibed,  and 
depott  for  ftHM  in  eeriain  Statea  and  Territo- 
ries «u  ordered  to  be  efigrossed,  800;  and 
passed. 

BelgimBi  R  bill  from  ibe  Hodse,  reapeeting  Ihe  datiea  on 
Be^wt  vemeh  and  their  eatgoea,  waa  conaid- 
ered  and  ordered  to  lu  third  rending,  800t  bill 
patted.  806. 

Boob^  on  the  diatribuiioB  oTi  a  reaohrifm  for  diatrlbu- 
tmg  the  Amerieas  State  Papera  among  the  new 
Seoaton,  725|  laid  on  the  table. 
for  comnaittee  roomi^  a  reaolutloa  for  mpphrinr, 
laid  on  the  table,  1010. 

Burning  of  the  public  buildingvt  a  bit]  to  alter  and  amend 
the  aei  for  the  punishment  of  certain  cnmes 
ag^nrt  the  United  Statea  was  considered  and 
ordered  to  a  tMrd  readii^,  803)  bill  passed, 
806. 

Cherokee  Indians;  i  memorial  from  3,500  IndialM^  east 
and  west  of  the  Hisnnippi,  remonstrating 
against  ft  treaty  ratified  at  tbe  last  session,  as 
fraudulent,  laid  on  the  Ubie,  1010. 

Choctaw  reservations;  a  bill  to  adjust  certain  claims  to 
reaemtlons  of  land  under  the  14th  article  of 
the  trea^  of  1830^  853|  the  bill  waa  laid  orer; 
ordered  to  he  engroaaed,  873;  and  ftftemi^ 
pained. 

Coali  petitions  praying  for  a  duty  on  this  article,  19. 

Commerce  and  navigation  t  yearly  statement  to  be  made 
at  the  Oommencement  of  every  session  of  Con- 
gress, by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  5;  agreed 
to,  18, 

Copy-r^^  to  foreigners;  an  addrea*  from  a  number  of 
British  authora  on  the  subject,  6/0;  the  memo- 
rial waa  hid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 

Courta  of  United  States,  a  memorhl  pnyiiw  far  a  build- 
ing for,  at  Philadelphia,  325. 

Cnroberhuid  road;  a  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Com- 
berfamd  road  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  803; 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  SOf.  (See  Soad 
Wtf.) 

VOK.  XIII.— 1 


Dana,  Jtidah,  elected  (rom  tbe  State  of  Maine,  to  sup- 
ply  the  place  of  Ether  Shepley,  resigned,  took 
bis  seat,  79. 

DepOMte  banks;  a  call  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  certam  inronhation  respecting  them,  68. 
a  bill  to  extend  tbe  provisions  of  tbe  act  regula- 
ting public  depontei^  79;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 
Dicfcins,  Asbury,  elected  Secrets^  of  the  Senate,  6. 
Distribution  question,  on  the  fortification  bill,  993;  on  a 
motion  to  strike  out  the  aeoond  section  trf*  the 
bill,  which  provided  for  a  deposite  of  tbe  sur- 
plus revenue,  on  tbe  1st  Janosry  next,  with 
the  several  Statea — motion  carried:  1008;  the 
House  ditsgreed  to  tbe  above  amendmenti  the 
Senate  innsted  on  it,  and  notiBed  tbe  House 
accordingly,  1031;  the  House  insisted  «n  its 
diaagreement,  and  tbe  Senate,  af^er  further 
debate,  adheried  to  its  rote,  by  yeaa  and  nays, 
1034. 

Duties,  tbe  reduction  of,  proposed  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Hanufaetures,  70. 
a  bill  foe  Ihe  remission  of  duties  on  jgiooda  destroy- 
ed by  'fire  id  the  late  emflagration  in  New 
York,  847;  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
paoaed. 

Expunging  Ibe  journal;  notice  ^iren  by  Mr.  Benton  of 
Iwa  intention  of  renewing  his  motion  tor  this 
purpoae  at  an  early  day,  4;  reaohithm  intro- 
duee4,  138;  taken  up,  380,  438;  igreed  ti^ 
504;  and  the  journal  vas  expungea  aeoord- 
higly. 

Extra  aeailon  of  the  Senate,  1035. 
Falmouth  and  Alexandria  railroadi  ft  bill  to  aid  the  com- 
pany to  conslmct  their  rood  within  tbe  District 
ofCtdumbia;  the  bitt  was  ordered  to  ila  third 
reading,  1031;  and  paaaed. 
Foreign  enriRaniai  a  BMiorial  bom  amidry  Mabitanfa 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  Cath- 
olic emigrant^  referred,  533. 
FoftWeationa,  a  bill  lAaUng  appropriationa  for,  779, 794; 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  1006;  biH  loat  by 
tbe  disagreement  (rf  the  two  Houaea  on  an 
amendment,  1034. 
PrcHch  and  Neapolitan  indemnities;  a  bill  to  anticipate 
the  psyment  ofatipolated  indemnilie^  513;  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  and  passed,  1009. 
OeMsberoogb,  Robert  H.,  from  Maryland;  bis  death  an- 
nounced by  hia  colleague,  Mr.  Kent,  3. 
Hall's  rifle;  a  bill  to  remunerate  Captain  John  H.  Hall 
fur  improrementa  in  ireams,  988|  bill  laid  on 
the  table,  991. 
Harbors;  a  bill  making  appropriationa  for  certain  bar- 
bon^  and  fx  removing  obatmoiiona  at  the 
Bwulba  of  riren^  1014;  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  1015;  ud  paated. 
Inauguration  of  Preaident  Van  Buren,  a  comonittee  of 

arrangements  appointed  for,  993. 
Indian  appropriation  bill  for  1837,  893;  ordered  to  a 

third  reading,  and  passed. 
Johnston,  Colonel  Philip,  the  petition  of  Ihe  heira  of,  133. 
Kinnard,  Mr.,  a  Rt-preaentadre  lirom  Indiana;  a  token  of 
mourning  to  be  worn  for  thirty  daya  to  his  i 
ory,  7. 
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Lindt  Mr.  CUy'«  bill  for  dividin|:  ihe  proceedi  oF  the 
ItnHrie  hndi  tmonBit  the  KvenI  8t>tefl»  30. 
Mr.  Civf*»  bW  reported  by  Ihe  select  conmiUee 
to  whom  it  wu  referred,  with  tn  loiendnwnt 
Mriking  out  tlie  whole,  excepting  the  eiwoting 
cliuie,  and  chanK<ng  its  object,  204,  377,  419, 
513,  539,  534,  557,  667,  671.  693,  701,  736, 
753j  the  bill  pasMd.  777. 
fraudti  a  reiolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treaiury  for  information  on  thii  aubjcct, 
666. 

a  ee«^  of  the  public  landi  a  bill  introduced  to 
effect  the  object,  739,  780)  laid  oo  the  table, 
794. 

lavs  and  decisionst  retolutiona  calling  on  the  Sec- 
retary of  ihe  Treaiunr  and  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  rumtah  iniorMation  on  these  sub< 
jeetsi  967)  agreed  to. 
Lowrie,  Walter,  resigns  bis  olBee  of  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  5. 

light-houses;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  light- 
bouses,  light-boots,  hCt  for  the  year  1637,  or- 
dered to  be  engniased,  1009|  and  afterwards 
passed. 

McKinley,  John,  eleeted  as  a  Senator  for  Alabana,  from 
the  4th  nf  March  nextf  hii  credentials  pment 
■  ed  by  Mr.  Kiiw,  204. 

McCartney,  Jobni  a  billfw  hia  refier  ordered  to  be  en 
grossed,  986. 

Madison's  writings,  %  letter  from  the  Prewdent  in  rela- 
tion to  a  purobase  atid  publication  of  ibem,  4| 
Ihe  report  of  the  coinmlttce  was  taken  up  for 
conrideration,  849}  and  ordered  to  a  third  read 
ingt  discussed  and  psssed,  873. 
Marine  corpst  rewlution  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  construction 
of  the  set  of  June,  1634,  tu.,  535. 
Meade,  Richard  W.,  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  executrix 

of,  557t  bill  paiied,  846. 
Mexico,  «  message  of  tbe  President  in  relation  to  inju- 
ries sustained  from  the  Goremment  of,  733. 
and  United  Stalest  a  report  of  tbe  Committee  on 
Foreign  Belations  on  the  subject,  854t  order- 
ed to  be  printed,  857t  lakes  up,  983;  and  re- 
port concurred  with,  986. 
Hichigani  a  message  from  tbe  President  slating  its  read- 
iness for  admissioo  into  the  Union,  138. 
a  bin  to  admit  tbe  Slate  of  Michigan  into  tbe 
Union  introduced,  167,  304|  eonaidered  and 
passed,  335. 
Messrs.  Norrell  and  Lyon,  her  Senators,  were 
qualified,  and  took  tbcir  seats,  550,  563. 
Military  appropriation  bill  taken  up,  795;  pissed,  798. 
Military  establishment  of  the  United  SUlesi  a  bill  to  in 
crease  it,  and  for  oihtr  purposes,  ordered  to 
its  third  reading,  797;  biUpemed,  840. 
Mint  billj  a  bill  supplements!  to  tbe  set  for  establlshinf : 
a  mint  and  reguU^ng  the  coins,  336)  ordere<l 
to  a  third  reading,  S37t  and  afterwards  pass* 
ed. 

Nslioaal  bank  in  New  Yorki  a  memorial  from  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  faror  of  such  an  institution,  418, 
737. 

Naral  serriee,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for,  for  the 
year  1837,  orderM  lo  a  third  reading,  1014t 
and  subsequently  psssed. 

Nourse,  Josepbt  report  of  the  Commiitee  of  Claima  in 
his  case,  645. 

Order,  pmnis  o^  707,  708. 

ntent  Officci  an  inquiry  institnted  into  the  extent  of  the 
loss  lately  sust^ned  by  fire,  31. 
a  IhII  iu6planenlary  to  the  act  fur  tbe  improTc 
ment  of  tbe  useful  arts,  795t  ordered  to  be  en 
grossed,  797{  and  afterwards  passed. 


pierce,  FrankUo,  eleeted  a  Senator  froa  New  Hwii- 
ihire  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  next; 
Mr.  Hubbard  presented  bis  credentials,  873. 
Pilots,  a  bill  concerning,  read  a  third  time  and  pasted, 
1009. 

Poat  Officet  an  inquiry  instituted  into  the  cause  of  tbe 
destruction  of  the  hrte  General  Post  Ofllce 
building,  19. 
Department}  *  bill  to  give  security  to  correspond- 
ence between  tbe  United  States  and  fbr^ 
countries,  prortding  for  sdditlonal  clerks,  ind 
for  the  erection  of  anew  building,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  »nd  subsequently  passed.  1009. 
Prendent's  snntul  messsge  received,  (see  jSppeniUx,)  3. 
mesuge  in  relstion  to  a  communicauon  between 

the  Atlantic  and  Paeifie  oeeans,  343. 
messsge  in  relatton  to  Meneo  and  Texas,  534. 
letter  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  reference  to  a  speech 
made  by  that  gentleman,  in  which  be  chatges 
those  in  power  with  speculating  in  tbe  pubfic 
lands.  753. 

message  convening  ia  extra  seSKOn  of  the  Senatr, 
1035. 

President  and  Vice  President,  a  ji^nt  eomnuttec  appoint- 
ed for  counting  the  votes  for,  617,  698,  777. 
Revenue,  a  bill  fur  the  reduclion  of,  introduced,  569. 
Road  bill{  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  t^ie  repair 
and  construction  of  certain  roads,  (including 
the  Cumberland  road,)  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing and  passed,  1019. 
Scott,  General  t  resolution  calling  on  the  Prendeirt  for  a 
copy  of  the  proeeedtngs  of  the  late  court  of  in- 
quiry at  Frederick,  in  relation  to  tbe  Florida 
war,  840;  referred  to  the  Com^u«e  oa  WC- 
tsry  Affairs,  846. 
Senators,  a  list  of,  3. 

Sick  and  disabled  seamen;  a  reaolutioo  calling  on  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury  fw  infomiation  as  to  tbe 
coat  of  erecting  hospitals  for  relief  of  seinie^ 

690. 

SUve  property,  foreign  anresnon  upon;  m  resolotioR 
calling  on  the  President  for  information  in  regard 
to  the  suthorities  of  Bermuds  having  comnutted 
aggresaon  on  a  Southern  veasel  freighted  with 
slaves,  and  driven  by  distress  into  that  port,  735. 
Speocr,  John,  S.,  elected  a  Senator  from  Manrlaod,  to' 
supply  the  plsee  of  the  late  Mr.  Goldrntrougbi 
his  credentials  presented  by  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Kent,  360{  re-elected  for   x  years  from  the  4'h 
of  March  next,  981. 
Standing  committees  appointed,  6,  7. 
Steam  boiler  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  777t  and 

afterwards  passed. 
Surplus  revenue!  a  bill  to  renew  in  part  the  depoaite  bill 

of  the  laat  sesdon,  Introduced,  376. 
TarifTt  a  bill  reducing  the  duties  on  certain  imported  ar^ 

tides;  the  bill  taken  up  and  considered,  873. 
Texu,  a  message  from  the  President  respecting,  104. 
a  proposition  for  acknowledging  asan  independ- 
ent State.  360,  797;  postponed,  9B6|  resolu- 
tion agreed  to,  1013. 
■  motion  made  to  reconnder  tiie  above  vole,  and 
negativcil,  1019. 
Treasury  <urculart  a  resolution  offered  for  its  repeal,  8, 
31.  70,  89,  104,  138,  173,  337,  360,  533,  577, 
619,  636.  778;  bill  passed.  778. 
Unexpended  appropriations;  s  motion  to  print  a  docu- 
ment lately  received  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment on  this  subject,  150|  agreed  to,  I6r. 
United  States  court^  (see  Courfs.) 
Vice  President,  retirement  of.  and  bu  address  on  Ihe  oc- 
casion. 617. 

thanks  of  the  Senate  for  his  impartiality,  dignity, 
and  ability,  in  tbe  chair,  635. 
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Vtee  Pmident  pro  ieti^ore,  Mr.  King  cteeted,  618i  ii'u 
addreu  on  taking  the  cbtir. 

Richftrd  M.  Johnson  elected  by  the  Senite  Vice 
President  of  the  United  Slktes  for  fouryeftra, 
commencing  on  the  4th  Harcb,  1837,  no  elec- 
tion having  been  nude  by  the  college  of  elect- 
ors. 738)  his  letter  of  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment of  bia  election,  779t  Ukea  his  oath  of  of- 
fice, enters  on  the  duties  of  President  oT  the 
Senate,  and  delivers  an  addiei^  1035. 
.  VoluDteersf  ■  bill  to  make  eompeniatioD  to  (he  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  volunteers  who  vere  discharged 
without  being  called  into  service,  coopered* 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  807. 
Yeas  and  naya,  on  referring  the  bill  to  extend  the  provis* 
tons  of  the  act  regulating  public  depositea,  89. 

the  admission  of  Michigan,  367,  293,  39^  335. 

Treasu^  circular;  376^  563. 

expunging  resolution.  504. 

land  bill,  557,  661,  662,  666,  667.  668,  669,  692, 
693, 694, 695,  696, 706, 727, 728, 729, 736,777. 

taking  up  the  memorial  of  the  American  Ccdoni- 
zUion  Society  for  a  cluu-ter,  636. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Ctriumbia,  711,  733, 
724^739.  -f      .  » 

on  the  bill  for  ceding  Ibe  public  land^  753,  794. 

on  the  bill  to  designate  the  kind  of  funds  receiva- 
ble for  the  public  revenue,  778. 

on  the  fortification  bill,  779,  794,  795. 

taking  up  the  resolution  proposing  to  recognise 
the  independence  of  Texas,  797. 


Yeas  and  nays,  on  armory  bill,  800. 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  agupst  the  United  Stately  803, 

80S. 

on  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  807- 
bill  to  increase  the  nulitary  establisltment,  840. 
bill  for  relief  of  the  executrix  of  R.  W.  Meade, 
846. 

report  of  committee  on  Mr.  Madison's  writings, 
873. 

TedoflUon  of  the  tariff,  87^  884,  939,  965,  966, 

975,  981. 
United  States  and  Henco,  985. 
on  reoogni^ng  the  independence  of  Texas,  986, 

1013. 

on  the  bill  to  advance  a  million  of  dollars  on  the 
two  per  cent*  land  fund  of  Ahbuna  and  Hisui- 
rippi,  986. 

on  a  motion  to  strike  out  (be  3d  section  of  the 
fortification  bill,  whidi  provided  for  a  depositQ 
of  the  surplus  revenur,  on  the  1st  of  January 
next,  with  the  several  Stateii,  1006;  the  House 
dimgreed  to  this  amend nent,  and  insisted  on 
its  dissgreement,  and  the  Senate  adhered,  by 
yeas  atid  nays,  1034. 

French  and  Ncapfditan  indemnity  bill,  1009. 

harbor  bill,  1014. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1018. 

road  bill,  1019. 

on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria 
Railroad  Company,  1031. 
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Bayard,  Mr.,  Delaware,  on  the  admimion  of  Michigan, 
368. 

expunging  resolution,  45B,  734. 
bnd  bill,  561,  660. 

abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

711,  713,  714. 
bill  for  the  idiprorement  of  the  useful  arts,  796. 
Choctaw  reservationa  of  land,  853,  872. 
Benton,  Mr.,  Missouri,  his  call  for  annual  statements  in 

relation  to  commerce  and  navigation,  5. 
Treasniy  circular,  31,  104,  533,  534,  578,  778. 
expunging  resohitlon,  138,  380,  485,  505,  506. 
the  admiatioii  of  Michigan,  138,  172,  346. 
unexpended  appropriations,  150,  155,  159,  167. 
the  land  bill,  378,  379,  530,  556,  681,  731,  733. 
French  and  Neapolitan  indemnitiei^  517. 
diitribution  of  books,  736, 
bill  for  ceding  the  puUtc  lands,  750,  793. 
the  fortification  bill,  779. 
the  armory  bill,  798. 

bill  to  compensate  the  Kentucky  and  Tenneisee 

voluntMTs,  807. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  809, 

838,  840. 

on  (he  late  court  of  ioqutry  on  General  Scolt, 
841,  843. 

reduction  of  tarifT,  884,  903,  939,  966. 
distribution  question,  1001. 
supplying  the  comnuttee  rooms  with  certain 
books,  1010. 

BUck,  Mr.,  Mississippi,  on  the  Treasury  circular,  376, 
778. 

land  bill,  663,  681,  728,  731. 


Black,  Mr.,  Missiaaippi,  on  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  ex- 
ecutrix of  B.  W.  Meade,  846. 
Choctaw  reservationa  of  land,  853,  873. 
Captain  Hall's  improved  rlBe,  991. 
Brown,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  the  admimion  of  Hichi. 
gan,  278. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  508,  510. 
land  bill,  667. 

bill  for  the  cession  of  the  public  lands,  741. 
reduction  of  the  tarifT,  911,  914,  915. 
distribution  question,  996. 
Buchanan,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  admission  of  Mich- 

igin,  169,  171,  335,  310. 
building  for  United  States  courta  at  Philadelphia, 

325  336. 

the  land  bill,  378,  379,  559,  560,  561,  693,  731. 
expunring  resolution,  440. 
French  ahd  Neapolitan  indemnities,  531,  533. 
marine  corps,  535. 

American  Colonization  Society,  566,  567,  568. 
copy.rights  to  foreigners,  671. 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  709. 
bill  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  792. 
bill  for  promoting  trade  with  Belgium,  806,  805, 
806. 

bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  (he  United  BtatM  801,  803. 

report  on  the  relations  between  United  Stales 
and  Mexico,  854,  983,  983. 

reduction  of  the  tarifT.  873,  880,  948,  961. 

distribution  question,  1003. 

reeogniaing  the  independence  of  Tezai^  1013; 
1013. 
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Calboun,  Mr.,  Soulh  Caroliiw,  oo  reduction  oTduliei,  69. 
public  drnoMica,  79,  85,  67,  88. 
uDCxptPacd  kppropn&tiont,  IJl,  153.  15^  157, 
163. 

adminion  of  Hiohigu,  167,  168,  304,  305,  306. 

394,  395,  Sir.  •  "» 

bwUiDg  for  Umted  States  courU  at  PhihddpliM, 

Tmwry  circular.  375,  644,  778. 
surnlai  reveoue,  376, 377. 
bnd  biU,  378, 379,  703, 739,       736,  753.  758, 
759. 

C'pUDring  rtwhitioo,  417. 

abofitioD  in  the  DiMrietoT  C^uabii^  507,  508, 

509,  510,  710.  712.  718.  719. 
French  and  Nuptrfitan  indcmniliei^  516,  530. 
acknowledging  Texai,  538.  1013. 
Americtn  Colonization  Society,  564^  565,  566. 
copy-nKbd  to  roreignen,  671. 
.   lick  ind  diMbled  aeameo,  691,  693. 

election  of  Prendent  Bad  Viee  Prewdent.  700. 

fcKtgn  affgrevion  on  ilave  properhr,  735. 

on  the  bill  for  a  ceuioD  of  the  pubfie  landi,  739. 

741,  743,  744,  790. 
furtifictlion  bill.  779. 
armory  bill.  798,  799. 
Cumberbnd  road  bill.  804. 
bill  to  inereaee  the  militaiT  eaUblUbment,  807. 

836,  833.  839. 
pubKibing  Mr.  Madiioa'i  wrHingi,  853. 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  Mr.  MadUon's 

writing*.  858,  865.  871. 
reduction  of  tariff.  873,  879.  903,  914^  915,  936, 

distribution  question,  993, 999.  1020^  1032^  1033. 
light-boBse  bill,  1009. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  1014. 
Clay,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  hii  land  bill,  30^  377.  380,  513, 

539.  530,  550^  555,  560,  645,  663,  665,  668, 

759.  774. 
the  Treasury  circular,  360,  563,  778, 
expunging  resolution,  439. 
French  and  Neapolitan  indemnities,  51^  517. 
memorial  in  relation  to  foreign  emigrant!,  533. 
American  Colonization  Society,  564,  565,  566, 

568,  636. 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  575. 
counting  the  Totes  for  President  and  Vice  Prea- 

dent,  617,  700. 
land  frauds  666.  667. 
copy-rrghtt  to  foreigners.  670,  696,  697. 
bill  propowDg  a  cessiiMi  of  the  public  land^  741. 
bill  for  promoting  trade  with  Detghim,  801.  806. 
CumberUnd  road  bill,  803,  806,  807. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  839. 
^  bill  for  remission  of  duties  on  goods  destroyed  by 

fire  at  New  York,  849. 
reduction  of  tariff,  873.  883,  967. 
United  Slates  and  Hezio^  983. 
inauguration  of  President  Van  Buren,  993. 
dibtribulion  question,  993.  998.  1030,  1034. 
recogoiHng  the  independence  of  Texas,  1013. 
Clayton.  Mr.,  Delaware,  on  slavery  in  the  District  of 

Coiutobia.  777. 
the  bill  for  amending  the  act  for  the  punishment 

of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States^  803. 
Critlenden,  Mr..  Kentucky,  on  Tressury  circular,  70. 
the  admiauon  of  Michigan.  290. 
Joseph  Nourse's  claim,  64f5. 
fortification  bill,  794. 
armory  bill,  798. 

bill  to  psy  lUntucfcy  and  Tennessee  volunteers, 
807. 

bill  to  iflcreaae  the  military  est^lishment,  838. 


,  CrUtenden.  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  late  court  of  inquHy 
on  General  Scott,  841. 
redbrt  of  comoittee  oo  Mr.  Madison's  writiogi, 
864. 

distribution  question,  100%  1030,  1037. 
Cutbbert.  Hr.,  Georgi*.  on  the  abolition  of  tbrery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  715,  716. 

bill  fur  promoting  trade  with  Belgium,  806. 

on  tbe  late  oourt  of  inqiurv  oo  GenenJ  Stott,  841, 
844,  846. 

reduction  of  Uriff,  875,  878.  883. 

distribution  question,  997. 
Dans,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  the  admission  of  Hich^an,  323. 

expunging  resolution,  391. 

land  bill,  551. 
Davilk  Mr..  MassachuMttit  oo  uaczpended  apprc^rii- 
tions.  157. 

the  admission  of  Miotugin,  317. 

Teza%  419. 

Frenob  and  Nenpditan  lndei»iHtic%  S3!2,  534. 

reduction  of  tbe  revenue,  577. 

s\ck  and  disabled  seamen,  690,  691,  693. 

land  bill,  694,  695,  760. 

steam  boiler  bill.  777. 

bill  for  promoting  trade  with  Belgium,  806. 
reduction  of  Uriff,  874.  876,  877,  87^  894,  902, 
936. 

light-house  bill.  1009. 
nm  u>propriatton  bill.  1014. 
harbor  hill,  1014. 
distribution  question,  1033. 
Eving,  Mr..  Ohio,  on  repealing  the  Tmuary  drcnlar. 

8.  534,  563.  563,  778. 
tbe  admission  of  Miehigsn,  170,  331. 
expunging  resolution,  485. 
land  bni,  539,  530. 535,  557,  558^  560^  667,  695, 

736,  729. 
land  frauds,  666. 

abolK'ioD  of  skveiy  in  the  Diittkt  of  ColaBlNa, 

707. 

Cumberland  road  bill,  803,  604. 

Choctaw  reservations  crf'lajid,  853« 

distribution  question,  1030. 
Ewing,  Mr..  Illinois,  on  tbe  land  bill,  681. 
Fulton,  Mr.,  Arkanws,  on  tbe  admisrion  of  Midunn, 

land  bill.  661. 

Grundy.  Hr.,  Tennessee,  on  tbe  admisnon  «l  MicMgsn, 
138,  167,  169,  304,  305,  563. 
biuMing  fbr  Uidted  States  oourU  at  Phibdc^Us, 

336. 

surplus  revenue,  376. 
Texas,  419. 

land  bill.  539,  530,  534^  758. 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, 617,  698,  699,  700. 
copy-righls  to  foreigners.  670,  671. 
distribution  of  books,  735. 
bill  to  amend  the'  act  for  the  punlsbment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  Butes,  801,  801:. 
reduction  of  tariff.  876. 
inauguration  of  President  Van  Buren,  993. 
Hendricks,  Mr..  Indiana,  on  tbe  exputwiiw  resohitioe, 
471.  r 
the  Cumberland  road  bill,  803,  803,  804. 
the  bsrbor  bill,  1014. 
Hubbard,  Mr..  New  Hampshire,  on  tbe  Treaaury  e'lr- 
colsr,  138.  778. 
unexpended  appropriations.  153,  105. 
abolition  in  the  Disttict  of  ColoabW  507,  709. 
bill  proposing  a  cession  of  the  pabBe  lands,  753, 
780,793. 

bill  for  relief  of  tbe  eiceutrix  of  B.  W.  Meadr. 

846. 
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Kent,  Hr.,  Hffylaod,  uaouacei  tbe  ^wtb  of  bis  co(* 
leagur,  Ifr.  GoldabotovKh,  3. 
on  aboliUon  in  Uie  Diitnct  of  Columbiiit  S(ff, 
511. 

redaction  of  the  tirifi;  965. 
King,  Mr.,  Alstnnu,  on  unexpended  appropriation!^ 

tfie  hiid  biU.  379,  £13.  529,  563. 
lUiolitioii  in  tbe  Diatrictof  Columbii^  509. 
Treawry  circular,  53^  563. 
American  Colonization  Society,  568. 
Miugf  Ue.,  Georgia,  on  tbe  admitsion  of  llicbi»Bt  331. 
land  bill,  645,  660,  728,  731. 
abolition  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  3^13. 
dwtribution  of  books,  735. 
Knight,  iir.,  Rhode  laland,  on  making  annual  atetement 
of  coonnerce  and  navigfttion,  5. 
tbe  bill  Ibr  tbe  improrement  of  -the  uwJul  utM, ' 

796. 
ttmotf  bill,  800. 
reduction  of  tbe  tarifi;  965,  981. 
Poit  Office  bill.  1009. 
UiWa  Mr..  Miaaouri,  on  abolitioD  in  the  Diattict  of  C9- 
himbia,  511. 
tbe  tend  bill,  561,  696,  731,  734. 
land  frauds,  666. 
tbe  diatribution  of  books,  736. 
bill  to  increaae  the  military  eateblithnent.  830, 

837,  839. 
Captain  Hall's  improved  rifle,  991. 
L.jroD,  Mr.,  Michigan,  on  the  eleotioDof  President  and 
Vice  Presideat,  700. 
harbor  bill,  1015. 
llone,  Mr.,  Alabama,  on  the  expunging  reiohition. 
405. 

land  bill,  530,  672,  693,  738,  734. 

bill  to  advance  a  million  of  doIUra  on  the  two  per 

cent,  land  fund  of  Alidwrna  and  Mississippi. 

986. 

biU  fiv  relief  of  John  McCartney,  986. 
Morritb  Mr..  Ohio,  on  tbe  admission  of  Michigan,  168, 
170^  306.  SIS. 

expunii^Dg  resolution.  505,  506. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Coluinhia,  SQf,  5Q9. 
708,  709,  712. 

land  biU,  512,  529,  530,  557,  561,  666,  668. 

in  relation  to  W.  B.  Lloyd's  memorial.  530. 

Treasury  circolar.  563.  636. 
Nicbolai^  Mr..  Lrftuidana.  on  land  fraoda.  666. 

rick  and  disabled  seamen,  693. 
Miles.  Mr.,  Conneoticui,  on  reduction  of  dutieib  69. 

Treasury  circular,  104,  375,  778. 

unexpended  appropriations,  163. 

tbe  admission  of  Michigan.  385. 

expungiw  reaolotioa.  408. 

ftbtAtion  in  tbe  District  1^  Columbia.  508. 

land  bill,  693,  735. 

copy.righti  to  foreigners,  697. 

bill  for  ceding  Ibe  public  lands,  740,  780. 

bill  for  the  improvement  of  tbe  useful  arts,  796. 

report  of  committee  on  Mr.  Madison's  writings. 
863. 

icdnetion  of  tariff;  877.  939,  953,  956,  963.  965. 
diatribution  question,  998.  1008. 
Norrell.  Mr.,  Micbigan,  on  land  bill,  667,  669,  735. 

election  of  President  and  Vice  Preudent,  698, 
699. 

biU  for  eeding  the  public  lands,  784.  794. 
tbe  Cnmbcrlaiid  ned  bill,  803.  804. 
reduetioa  of  tbe  tariflT,  966. 
recognising  the  independence  of  Texas,  1010. 
Faricer.  Mr..  Virginia,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for 

tbe  puaisbment  of  certua  crimes  against  tbe 

Dnilcd  States.  803. 


Prentiss.  Mr..  Vermont,  on  tbe  bill  to  aqiend  the  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
Uidted  Statea.  801.  805. 
Preston,  Mr.,  South  Caroling  on  tbe  admiaaion  of  Micbi- 
gan, 256. 

expunging  resolution,  397. 

recognising  the  independence  c^Texas.  536. 797, 
1010,  1013. 

tbe  marine  eorp^  535. 

oopy-rigbiB  to  foreigners,  670,  697. 

election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  701. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Colambia.  713. 

the  distribution  of  books,  725. 

the  Cumberland  road  bill,  803,  804. 

bill  to  increase  tbe  military  establishment,  839. 

ctn  the  late  court  of  inquiry  on  General  Scott. 
840.  841,  843.  845,  846. 

on  Choctaw  reserrations  of  land.  854. 

on  report  of  committee  on  Mr.  MadiMin'a  wri- 
tings,  859. 

reduction  of  tariff.  875,  938,  933,  957.  963. 
Captain  Hall's  improved  rifle,  991. 
distribution  question.  996. 
Rives.  Mr.,  Vtqnnia,  on  public  depoaites,  89. 

Treaaury  circular,  120.  343,  563,  635.  636. 
expunging  resolution,  405. 
American  Colonization  Society,  568. 
land  bill.  663.  665. 

abolition  in  tbe  Diatrictof  Columbia.  717,  720. 
on  the  late  court  of  inquiry  on  General  Scott,  843. 
report  of  committee  on  Mr.  Madison's  writings. 
IB67. 

reduetioD  of  the  tariff,  916. 

distribution  question,  99(^  1035. 

pavy  appropriatioo  bill.  1014. 
Robbins,  Mr.,  Rhode  Island,  on  the  publication  of  Mr. 

Madison's  writings.  849. 
Robiraoo.  Mr.  Illinois,  on  the  expunging  resolution.  505. 
506. 

land  bill.  558. 

post  Office  bill,  1009. 
Buggies^  Mr.,  Maine,  on  the  Treasury  circular,  375, 562. 

land  bill,  667,  668,  669,  693,  695,  736,  737. 

the  distribution  of  books,  726. 

bill  for  the  improvement  of  tbe  uaeful  arts.  796. 
Sevier,  Mr..  Arkaiun  »  the  land  bill,  557.  663. 679. 
696. 

hod  frauds,  667,  733,  734. 
the  distribution  of  boo^  736. 
bill  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  786. 
reduction  of  tariflT,  874. 
Southard.  Mr..  New  Jcraey.  on  tbe  Treasury  circular, 
172; 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  713,  713. 
fortification  bill.  779.  794,  795. 
bill  for  ceding  tbe  public  lands.  790. 
reduction  of  the  tariff,  967. 
memwial  from  Cherokee  Indians.  1010. 
supplying  the  committee  rooma  with  certain 
books,  1010. 

Strange.  Mr. .  North  Carolina,  on  tbe  admiauoo  of  Michi- 
gan. 331.  305. 
Treasury  circular.  337. 
expunging  resolution,  473. 
American  Colonization  Society,  567.  568. 
bill  for  the  improvement  of  Itw  uaefbl  erts^  796. 
on  the  late  court  of  inquiry  on  Geoenl  Scott,  845. 
reduction  of  tbe  tariff,  933 . 
Swift.  Mr..  Vermont,  on  the  land  bill.  7S7. 

petition  from  town  of  Geor^,  Vermont,  praying 
for  abolition  in  tbe  District  of  ColumbM,  739, 
777. 

the  bill  to  amend  Ibe  act  for  the  puniabBent  of 
certain  erimea  againat  the  Uaited  States^  80S. 
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TftUmadgr,  Mr.,  New  York,  oa  «  natuHial  bank  to  New 

York,  418. 
the  luid  bill,  663. 
Tipton*  Mr.,  Ind'HinB,  on  the  ftdmiirion  of  HiehigiD,  328. 
Trf  BMiy  cireuUr,  376. 
lud  bilt,  530,  535,  550,  553,  660,  661. 
ebolition  of  slavery  in  the  Diitriet  of  Cohinbia, 

706,  711. 
bill  for  ceding  thp  public  Unds,  792. 
bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  puniihioent  of  cer- 

tain  Crimea  against  the  United  States,  801. 
bill  to  increate  tbe  military  establisbnient,  839. 
reduction  of  the  tariff,  978. 
bin  to  remunerate  Captain  Hall  for  impmreneata 

in  firearmi,  988,  991. 
Walker,  Mr.,  MitsiBsippi,  oo'pttbl'ic  depoiitei^  8^  86. 
the  admiasion  of  Michigan,  336. 
on  acknowledging  Texai^  360,  537,  797,  986, 

1010.  1013. 

the  land  bill,  377,  380,  419,  513,  513,  539,  530, 

534,  557,  559,  560,  56t,  663,  667,  668,  679, 

694,  695,  696,  738,  729,  731. 
Treaaury  circular,  533,  619,  778. 
American  Colonization  Society,  565. 
bill  for  ceding  the  public  land),  750,  787. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  807. 
Choctaw  reservationa  of  land,  854. 
Wall,  Mr.,  New  Jeraey,  on  tbe  petition  of  the  hein  of 

the  Ute  Colonel  Philip  Jobniton,  133. 
abolition  in  the  Dialrict  of  Columbia,  507,  511. 
reduction  of  tarifT,  879,  883. 
diitribution  question,  1007. 
supplying  the  committee  rooms  with  certun 

books,  1010. 

Webster,  Hr.,  Ustaachosett^  on  repealing  Treasury 
circular,  18^  89,  635,  643. 


Webster,  Mr.,  Mass.,  on  petitkma  for  •  duty  on  coal,  19. 
depoaite  banks,  68. 
ezpttiwing  reaohition,  499. 
hod  bni,  669,  695. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  CtrftM^ta,  714,  715, 

720. 

memorial  in  favor  of  a  national  bank,  737. 
biU  for  ced'mg  tbe  public  lands,  740,  744,  784. 
report  of  comnuttee  on  Mr.  Madison's  writings, 

861. 

reduction  of  UriflT,  873.  874,  880,  954,  958,  966. 

call  on  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Secre- 
tary of  tbe  Senate  for  iofofmation,  967. 

diatryHitioa  qoestitm,  998, 1006. 
White,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  admisaion  <rf  Michigan, 
394. 

land  bill,  559,  677,  681,  694. 

abolition  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  713. 

bill  to  compensate  tbe  Kentut^y  and  Teaneaaee 

Tolunteers,  807. 
CHI  Cbootav  reaervatioM  of  land,  854,  9F3. 
Indian  appropriation  biU,  893. 
Wright,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  aaexpeoded  appropriations, 

152. 

the  mint  bill,  526. 
surplus  revenue,  377. 

French  and  NeapoKtan  indemnities  513,  515, 

518,  531,  533. 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  569,  577. 
land  bill.  693. 

a  bill  to  remit  duties  on  goods  destroyed  by  lire 

at  New  York,  847,  648,  849. 
reduction  of  UrifT,  873,  873,  874,  875,  878,  ^9, 

930,  930,  965. 
distribution  question,  993,  1030,  1033,  1023. 
harbor  bill,  1014. 
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Abolition  memorials,  1 120;  resolution  (hat  all  memorials 
of  this  kind  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without 
reading' or  debate,  1120,  1156,  1339,  139& 
1397, 1411,  1424,  1513,  1585. 

Amendment  ttf  tbe  conrtitutioni  a  report  on  the  aubjeet, 
1510. 

Anderson,  William,  abillfor  relief  of  the  representatives 

of,  1396{  rejected,  1313. 
Approprisiion  bill,  civil  and'  dinlunuti^  3010,  3099, 
2l43i  passed.  3145. 
navy,  (see  Ifanf.) 
army,  (see  Jlrmv. ) 
Indian,  (see  Intaan.) 
Armyf  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  army  for 
1837,  1130,  1554,  1756,  1908,  1949f  passed^ 
195B. 

a  bill  to  inereaae  the  military  estabfiahment,  3149] 
bill  psBsed. 

Atchabhya  railroad;' a'6ill  prantinR  a  rivht  of  way 
through  the  public  hinds  for  this  road,  1420;  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  14?4. 

Bank  of  United  States;  a  bill  providing  for  the  punish- 
ment of  reissuing  its  notes,  1897. 
a  resolution  proposing  to  proliibit  the  receipt 
of  the  notes  of  tbe  late  bank  for  debts  due  the 
Government,' until  they  shall  cease  to  be  re- 
issued by  its  officers  &c.,  1944. 
a  memorial  from  tbe  president  and  directm 
thereof,  1947. 


Bounty  lands(  the  Committee  on  the  Public  l^nds  sre 
instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of 
altering  the  laws  on  this  subject,  so  an  to  allow 
locations  to  be  made  on  any  lands  aubjeet  to 
enUy  at  private  aale^  1051. 

Breed,  Ebenezer,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  ordered  to  a  Uiird 
reading,  1434)  biU  pasMd.  1513. 

Buffalo  harbor;  a  resolution  directing  tlte  Secretary  ol 
War  to  report  the  survey  and  examioation  of  a 
harbor  at  the  east  end  of  Lake  Erie.  1513i 
agreed  to. 

Canada  iradet  a  resolution  instmeUiw  the  Comnuttee  on 
Commerce  to  inquire  into  tne  ezpedioicy  of  re- 
vising  the  laws  rwulatiog  trade  no  the  froatieia, 
1513;  not  paaaed. 

Censure  of  Hr.  Adamst  a  proposed  readulioD  to  that 
effect,  1610. 

Chaplains;  one  ordered  to  be  elected  for  each  House,  to 

interchange  weeklyi  Rev.  Mr.  Cmnrtock elect. 

ed  oh  the  part  ta  the  House,  1132. 
Coal;  a  petition  from  Masaachuaett^  feraduly 

on  foreign  coal,  1049. 
Coffee,  General  John,  a  Representative  from  Geor|pa; 

his  death  announced  by  his  colleague,  Mr. 

Haynes,  and  tbe  usual  mourning  ordered,  1046. 
Coloniulion  Society;  a  pelilion  from  Kentucky,  a^ing 

pecuniary  aid  from  Congreaa  for  tbta  oock^* 

1585}  subject  laid  on  tbe  table, 
petition  from  Colonization  Society,  1755. 
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CMHiHtae^  appointed,  1046. 

ConUDittee  of  inTeatigAtion;  complaint  from  members  of 
the  eommitiee.  of  a  certain  publication  In  the 
ofBeial  jonmal,  1573. 

ConoKree  and  navigation;  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  sabjeet,  wdered  to  be 
printed*  3156. 

CoDtempta  of  the  House  a  resolution  proposed,  to  define 
the  offence  t  rejected,  1755. 

Crary,  Isaac  R.,  appeared  as  the  Representative  from 
Hichinnt  took  bis  seat,  1504. 

Creek  reaervationsf  a  bill  to  aothorize  lalea  of  these 
reaervatioB^  3155. 

Criaes  io  the  Distriet  of  CohiBbia,  slated  in  •  message 
from  the  President  United  States,  1413(  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Cumberland  roadt  a  resolution  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
in  relation  to  this  road,  1133. 
n  bHl  for  its  continuance,  3073)  passed,  3076. 

Currency  bilik  n  bill  deugnating  the  fanda  reeeinble 
for  the  rerenue,  3085;  passed,  3090. 

Dana,  N.  Bt  L.)  a  biU  to  refund  certain  duties  paid  on 
salt,  1388|  biU  rejected,  1430. 
a  motion  to  reconsider  the  above  vote  of  re- 
jection} bill  Isid  on  tbe  table,  1512. 

Davson,  WilUam  C,  a  new  member  from  Georgia, 
elected  to  supply  the  place  of  General  Comcv 
deceaaed,  took  hiaaeet,  1156. 

Decatur,  Susant  a  resolution  granting  her  a  pension, 
1571  (passed. 

Deposite  banks) «  reaolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  to  communicate  tbe  dividends  and 
rarpluses  remaining  in  the  several  depoaile 
banks,  for  the  years  1B33,  '34^  *35,  and  '36, 
1177.  1313t  agreed  to,  1336. 

Dickaon,  David,  late  a  ReprcsenUUve  from  Miarii^pit 
hia  dnth  announced  by  Ub  coHeagae,  Mr.  Cui- 
bomr,  and  a  reaotutim  passed  tot  wearing 
crape  for  one  montii.  Id  tcatimony  of  respect  for 
bis  memory,  1045. 

DialrttiutioB  surpluat  a  resolution  directing  the  Commit' 
tee  of  Ways  and  Ueana  to  report  «  bill  to  amend 
the  Ulh  aeetion  of  Uie  act  oflaat  session  torcgu- 
late  the  deposites  of  poblie  money,  by  releastng 
the  several  States  from  any  obligation  to  return 
the  same,  1051|  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Distribution  question;  a  motion  on  the  lubject,  1926, 
1956;  biU  passed,  1991. 

DorcU,  tnau,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  heirs  of.  1316. 

Duties,  MDDunt  of|  e  reaolutioQ  calling  on  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  for  the  amount  of  duty  collected 
on  aalt.  Ice.,  1163;  agreed  to. 
diserimtnattngi  a  bill  repealing  them  on  Dutch 
and  Belgian  veasela,  3093;  passed. 

Elsineur,  a  petition  relative  to  the  quarantine  at,  1437. 

Kzeeutive  aidministntlont  so  much  of  the  President's 
HoesBi^  aa  relate*  to  tbe  executive  departments 
refbried  to  aelect  committee,  1057. 
departments;  a  resolution  proposing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  tbe  con- 
duet  of  the  different  departments,  1170,  1399, 
1573;  agreed  to. 
report  fron  tbe  above  ooaunittee  ordered  to  be 
printed,  3143. 

Kxploriog  eipediiioni  resolutioo  ealTnv  on  the  Present 
tot  information  of  its  progress,  1570|  agreed  to. 

Fire  companies  in  the  District  of  Culumbiai  n  bill  to  or- 
ganise them,  passed,  3093. 

Foreign  graiot  Committee  on  Agriculture  were  instrtfpt- 
cd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing 
tbe  duties  on  it,  1050.  , 

Fwreign  consulsi  reaolution  directing  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  to  iiiquire  into  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  offlee  of  agent  of  ehima  at 
Paris  and  London,  1173. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT ATITES.  Vll 

Fwtifications;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 
fortifications  for  1837,  1130, 1920,  1958,  3095/ 
3145}  a  committee  of  conference  appointed  be- 
tween the  two  Houses,  3148;  the  committee  can- 
not agreei  the  Houae  refuses  to  recede  from 
their  disagreement. 
Freedom  of  eleetlms}  notice  of  Ur.  Bell  of  his  intention 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of 
elections,  1453,  1516. 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800;  a  motion  to  print  s  list 

of  the  claimants,  3141 ;  agreed  to. 
Geological  reconnoissancet  a  resolution  proposing  tbe 
printing  of  an  extra  number  of  a  report  on  this 
subject,  by  Mr.  Featherstonbsngii,  1163;  re- 
ferred to  Library  Committee. 
General  Post  Office;  a  message  from  the  President,  en- 
closing a  document  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, 1128;  referred. 
Harbor  bill.  1991,  3059,  3146;  passed. 
Herod,  William  firam  Illinds^  appeared  and  took  his  aeatV 

in  the  place  of  tbe  late  Mr.  Unnard,  1451. 
Indian  affairs;  a  bill  to  regulate  the  disposition  of  the 
proceeds  of  Itnda  ecded  by  Indian  tribc%  1130; 
passed. 

a  bill  making  apnropriationa  for  the  suppresnon  of 
Indian  hestiUties,  1130;  passed. 

a  bill  making  apprt^riations  for  the  current  ex- 
penses of  tnc  Indian  department,  1 130;  paised. 

resolution  proposii^  to  initruct  the  Commiitee  on 
Indian  A^airs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
appropriating  money  to  hold  treaties  and  pur- 
chase lands  from  the  Sac.  Fox,  Sioux,  and 
Winnebago  Indiana^  1148|  agreed  to,  IISCL 

hostilities)  a  bill  for  additional  appropriations, 
2075(pa8sed. 

Indian  appropriation  bill  for  the  year  1837,  1515,  1535; 
passed,  1554. 

Investigation  reports  and  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  de- 

Eoiite  banks,  3076;  ordered  to  be  printed,  3093. 
n  Paul;  resolution  requesting  the  Prendent  to 
prosecute  with  effect  the  claim  of  the  United 
States  againat  Denmark,  for  the  value  of  prizea 
made  by  Jones  in  1779,  1754;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affsira. 
Journals,  on  keeping  of;  a  reaolution  offered  on  the  sub- 
ject, 1398. 

Judicial  system;  a  bill  supplemental  to  an  act  to  amend 

tbe  aame,  3147. 
Kern  and  George;  their  memomi,  as  clerks,  for  aaettle- 

ment,  1567.  1573;  laid  on  tbe  Ubte,  1573. 
Kilboom.  David,  a  hill  fortbereUef  of,  1571t  paaaed, 

1573. 

Kinnard,  George  L.,  late  a  member  from  Indiana;  bis 
death  announced'  by  his  eollesEue,  Mr.  Davis, 
and  lb«  usual  mourning  ordered,  1047. 

Knox,  Andrew;  a  Mil  for  hia  relief  1555;  read  a  third 
time  and  passed,  1556. 

Land  bounty;  a  reaolution  instructing  tbe  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  a  bounty  for  disbanded  of- 
ficers, 1175;  laid  on  the  Uble. 

Lands,  public;  «  reaolution  directing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Landa  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prtAibiting  by  law  the  purchaae  of  land  at  auc- 
tion, with  a  view  to  fbrfeit  them,  and  then  ob- 
tain them  at  Oovemment  price,  1304;  agreed 
to,  1305. 

a  resolution  for  appointing  a  select  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  tbe 
several  Slates  their  just  porUon  of  the  public 
lands,  1343. 

a  bill  to  phtbibit  the  sales  of  public  lands  except 
to  actual  settlers  in  limited  quantities  3091;  hiid 
on  tbe  table. 
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Letcher,  H.  P..  and  T.  P.  Moore,  «  btlt  for  tbe  rMtfor, 

read  tlte  third  tkne  and  pi*ed,  139S. 
Llgbt-boKts;  reiohition  on  the  expediency  of  placing 

them  on  lundry  plaee^  135S;  agreed  to. 
Light*houw^  a  bIH  ouknig  approprtatiOM  far  ligbt- 

hoqiet,  Ste.,  3U9|  paMd. 
Iwiritna  hud  office)  a  bill  to  eatabKib  it,  1516;  puRd. 
MadiiOD  papertt  a  meMge  ft-onr.  tbe  Preaident  of  tbe 

United  States,  callinr  the  attention  ofCongreaa 

to  their  purebaae  and  pubKcition,  1047|  refiftr- 

red  to  tbe  Library  Committee. 
Marine  boepitahi,  a  biH  to  auihortxa  the  pu^ehMe  of 

antt&le  aitea  Ibr,  I909|  pMted. 
Htmben,  lirt  of,  1M3. 

Mexiooi  a  rqiort  and>caDhtioaa  in  rdatieii  to  affUn  be- 
tween that  coaatiy  aed  lta«  United  States 

191S. 

MiebigMit  meaMge  from  tbe  PreildeAt,  on  ita  readineaa  to 

be  admitted  into  tbe  Unioo,  11<4> 
■  bill  Tor  admttiing  Michigan  into  the  ITaioi^  131% 

1414^  14S4,  14r9i  paaaed. 
Mileage  and  pay  of  member!,  a  rMolulkm  reapeellnir, 

1416.  1451  (  ordered  to  Me  OD  tbe  bMe,  14j3| 

forUier  diwutaed,  1501. 
Mint{  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  eatablishing  a  mint,  uad  reg. 

uming  the  OMU  of  Uie  UoHed  8tatc%  1144{ 

paaaed,  1434. 

Military  taetiea;  two  reaolotion^— one  in  rebrtion  to  im- 
prored  firearm*,  and  tbe  other  relating  to  new 
watema  ofexerciae  for  (he  milKia,  1311. 

Miamiri  (Watbington  county)  Tarnpike  Company)  a 
bill  to  authorize  aaid  road,  1500]  paaaed. 

National  currencTi  a  memorial  from  oitiiena  of  Pcnnayl- 
vairia,  for  an  amendment  of  the  oooalltution  oo 
tbiaaubject,  lirSi  referred,  1304. 

Ntryt  a  biR  makrag  appropriation*  for  tbe  ffitval  aerriee 
for  1837, 1130k  1563,  ITBO;  1883, 9098)  paaaed. 
a  bill  to  enlist  tioya  into  tbe  nary,  1510)  paiaed, 
2093. 

New  York  port  office;  a  reaolution  propoali^  ibat  tbe 
Pott  Office  Committee  inqmre  into  the  neeeaii- 
ty  of  the  ereetion  of  a  fire-proof  building,  1173| 
agreed  tO;. 

Order,  pointa  of,  1156,  1313, 1314, 1316, 1317,1318, 
1319,  1330,  1340,  1345,  1349,  1350,  1351, 
1353,  1383,  1398,  1411.  1435,  1436,  1437, 
1430,  1431,  1433,  1433,  1434,  1479,  1503, 
1504^  1509,  1514,  1515.   I516k  1556,  1585, 
1586,  1587,  1588,  1594,  1631,  1666^  1667, 
1668,  1669,  1670^  1673,  2708,  1739,  1740, 
1745,  1761,  1765,  1766*  1767,  1768,  1783, 
1785,  1797,  1815.  1816,  1817,  1837,  1829, 
-  1833,  1833,  18S4,  1835.  1838,  1839,  1840, 
1843,  1866,  1867,  1869.  1871,  1878,  1880. 
'1881.  1883,  1915,  1967,  1984,  30S8,  3078, 
3079,  3080;  3089,  3094,  3096,  3098. 
Pay  and  mileaget  a  bill  to  eMabKab  a  more  enMbrei  rule 

of  coptputationt  1413)  paaaed,  1414. 
Penikmer^  a  bill  laaking  appropriatioBa  for  the  pay- 
ment of  levohitiooary  end  other  pensienera,  1 130. 
Peoaion  aystemi  a  reiahriion  imtracting  the  Commiitee 
oo  Revohiffonary  Penriona  to  inquire  into  tbe 
expediency  of  amending  tbe  3d  section  of  tbe  act 
granting  half  pay  to  widows  and  orphans,  1173. 
Poat  Office  building,  a  resolDtion  reapeoti^  tbe  insu- 
rance of,  1415;  agreed  to. 
bills)  a  propoaition  to  take  tbem  ^  on  a  certain 
day,  1943)  negatived. 
Preaident's  annual  mesMge  reoeired,  (aee  .ifypendix.) 

do.  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees^  1053. 
do.  message  in  relition  to  Tetmt  1137. 
Preatdentiai  election}  a  message  fi«m  tbe  Senate,  oon- 
ewTiiw  in  (be  mode  nr  eonntiag  oot  the  TOtea, 
fce.,  1588. 


Freaidentist  election)  rotea  fisr  tbe  PreMent  aMTme 

PrMldent  eotinted,  1656. 
Property  loat  In  asilitwy  aerrioe)  aevetal  bUb  of  tbia  na- 
tare  were  tana  up  and  oeoaUefed,  1109f  pam- 
ed,  1133. 
PrsleMiTCdatieih  (aee  OmI.) 

Prateetioo  to  cowmereeja  aaenwrial  ftmb  the  nerdanta 

of  Boston,  1398)  referred. 
Receipts  and  expendileres  of  the  Umted  States)  a  mo- 
tion to  print  5,000  eopiea  of  tbe  doeomeot  re 
ferred  tO)  motion  rejected,  1163. 
Baprintiag  doeament^  a  reaahiban  proposing  to  reprint 
sundry  documetits  in  rebtion  to  the  reorganixa- 
tkm^the  Treasury  Department  1394*  agieed 
to  in  part,  1395. 
Mgbtof  petition;  a  resolution  declaring  riarea  do  not 

poaaess  tbe  right,  1708;  MgrtKi  to,  1733. 
Rules;  an  alteration  propoaed,  1044. 
Seaseeo}  resohitiDo  proporing  to  instteet  tbe  Committee 
00  Commerce  to  inqwre  into  the  expedicney  of 
repealing  all  lava  protecting  aeamen,  X165i 
modifiedmd  agreed  to,  1170. 
Silkf  a  report  on  tbe  expediency  of  protiBtiiy  (he  maa- 

ohcture  of  this  article,  1943. 
Speaker)  vote  of  thaoka  by  tbe  Hoea^  3148]  bia  addieas 

to  the  House,  3157. 
Stmding  committeei  sppointed,  1048. 
Steamboat  navigation;  a  committee  appointed  to  ezamtoe 

into  ita  eoBdWon,  lllS. 
BurploB  rereoae)  a  memorial  fromeitlxenaef  llorth  Car- 
olina on  the  subject,  1133. 
■  bill  to  redoee  the  rercnte  (o  the  waMa  of  Gar- 
emmeat,  1347. 
Soapeuion  of  raleai  a  aaotton  for  thia  pgrpoati  debate 
on,  3094. 

Tariff)  reaokiHoa  propoaed  to  inatmet  ^  GoMdMee  an 
Agricohare  to  Inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of 
abolisbbig  the  duty  on  foreign  giainh  he,  1150) 
laid  on  the  table,  1161, 1504. 
Tenneasee  land  bill;  a  bill  to  amend  tbe  art  to  autborise 
the  State  of  TenoeMee  to  iane  graaia  la  ear- 
laia  cases,  1133. 
Teui)  a  iwamga  from  the  Preaident,  in  ratattnn  to  Uiat 
eomrtry,  1137|  an  extn  namticr  of  it  oidend 
to  be  printed, 
petition  prirfing  Ibra  vR^poifioa    Ha  independ- 
enee,  1754. 

reaolutitm  of  a  reeogniitoa  of  ita  iadependeaee. 

1880, 

appropriation  fbr  a  dlploiMtie  iigenl,  9060;  eaa. 
eurred  in,  3066. 
Translatora  to  Uie  HouaS)  a  remfaHan  from  the  Conaait- 

tee  on  Private  CWma,  1434)  r^jeoled. 
Virginia  bounty  lands;  a  proportion  for  Mawwg  an  ad- 
ditional qeantity,  3066)  agreed  to. 
Wsht,  Robert,  i  bill  fbr  the  re»ef  of;  1573. 
West  Point  Academy;  a  comnrittee  prop  need  to  inveati- 
gale  itaaffaita.  1119. 
a  bill  to  provide  fbr  iu  aepport,  3073)  paaaed. 
Wtalem  bospitah)  reaotation  appointing  a  oonuttittee  on 
aitablishing  commercial  bcapitala  on  the  West- 
ern waters,  1130. 
Western  Indiana)  a  bill  for  tbe  proteotioa  of  caigrant 

and  other  Indians,  1516. 
White,  Colonel  Anthony  W.,  a  bHl  fbr  the  relier  of  the 

representatirea  o(  1109. 
Whitman,  John;  a  report  on  bia  claims  1306. 
Whitney,  R.  U.,  resolotion  atating  his  refcsri  lo  attend 
a      the  eonmittee  of  ieveatigatien,  and  reqeealing 
such  order  to  be  taken  theiwm  aa  tbe  dignity 
of  the  Hoiiae  requires,  1666)  agreed  to,  1707; 
R.  M.  W.  appeara,  under  the  arrcat  of  (be  Ser- 
geaatet-nms.  1735, 1760. 
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^naton«  Colonel  John,  m  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  rep< 
resentKlires  of,  1305. 

Teu  ftnd  niyf,  on  a  resolution  initructing  the  Committee 
of  Wayg  and  Means  to  report  a  bill  to  tmend 
the  13th  section'of  the  act  of  lut  seaaion,  to 
regnlate  the  deporitei  of  publie  ntonef,  by  le* 
leasing  the  Statet  fron  •  repayment  of  the 
same,  1053. 
ftbolition»  1156. 

retolutioR  in  relation  to  irranting  land  bonnties  to 

disbanded  officer*,  1177. 
meaoorial  touching  national  currency,  1303. 
diatrlbution  of  public  lands,  1368. 
bill  for  relief  of  R.  P.  Leteher  nod  T.  P.  Moor^ 

1396. 

bill  to  reduce  the  rerenue  to  the  wtoti  of  the 
Goremment,  1383. 


Yeai  and  naya,  on  the  resolution  for  the  appointiiient  of  a 
committee  to  look  into  the  management  of  the 
executive  administrati<Hi(  1410. 

the  admission  of  l^igan,  1479, 1500. 

the  RepreaenUtire  of  Michigan  taking  his  seat, 
1508. 

propoaitioD  to  cenaure  Mr.  Adamii  tSfl,  1683, 
1684. 

right  of  petitioDt  1733. 

case  of  R.  H.  Whitney,  1764,  1766, 1767,  1786, 
1787,  1789,  179P,  1793,  1817,  1851,  1869, 
1878,  1879. 

diilribution  queitton,  1963. 1967, 1988,  1990. 

the  currency  bill,  3089,  3090. 

the  hilt  prohibiting  the  sale  of  publie  land  exsept 
to  actual  aettlers,  2091. 

fortiBeation  bill,  3096,  3145. 


INDEX  TO  THE  NAMES  OF  THE  SPEAKERS 

IN  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  BEPBESENTATIVES,  ALFHABBTICALLY  ABRANGED. 


AdMU,  Mr.,  Matmehuiett^  on  the  Pre^ent'i  DBemage, 

1068,  1071,  1079,  1080. 

on  protectire  duties,  1113, 1114. 

the  mint  bill,  1144,  1146,  1171. 

memorials  for  the  abolition  of  alavery,  from  Peon- 
aylvania.  1156,  1157,  1314, 1316,  1317,  1318, 
1319,  1330,  1397,  1411,  1424,  1435,  1436, 
1439,  1431,  1433,  1433,  1513,  1514,  1586, 
1587,  1594. 

protectioa  ofaeamen,  1166. 

reprinting;  documents,  1394. 

inquired  if  any  member  waa  charged  with  a  petv- 
tioa  from  the  authon  of  Great  Britain  to  Con- 
grant  be  had  been  applied  to  on  the  subject, 
but  would  wait  a  week  or  two,  to  see  if  no  more 
direct  application  will  be  made,  1313. 

surplus  revenue,  1351,  1385. 

imprisonment  for  debt,  1386. 

keeping  the  journal^  1398. 

mileage  of  members,  1417. 

bill  for  reBef  of  Andrew  Knox,  1555. . 

navy  apprtmriatioa  bill,  1565. 

a  proposea  resolution  of  censnra  of  him,  161<^ 
1665, 1071,  1673.  1673. 

the  ease  of  B.  U.  Whitoey,  1706,  1707. 

right  of  petition,  1733. 

report  oq  the  expediency  of  promoting  the  cul- 
ture and  nunufacture  of  silk,  1933. 

an  appropriation  for  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Texas, 
3060,  3131. 

fiirtificKtioa  bill,  3151. 
AIUp,  Uiv,  Keotttoky,  on  the  public  laodi^  1343^  1310, 
1383. 

reeopition  of  Texas,  1881. 
distnbution  question,  1963. 
appropriation  for  diplomatio  agent  to  Texai^  3063. 
AUbrd,  Hr.,  Georgia,  on  Indian  appropriatioo  bil(  1560. 
iMitioo,  1588. 

proposed  vote  of  ecnsore  on  Mr.  Adami,  1617. 
Aw  ease  of  B.  H.  Whitney,  1815. 
army  appropriation  bill,  1919. 
Anthony,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  aboliiiwi,  1157. 
the  tariff;  1158. 
Atcbaftlaya  railroad,  1433. 
pay  and  mileage  of  member^  1504. 
censure  of  Mr.  Adam%  1668,  1669* 
right  of  petition,  1715. 
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Anthony,  Mr.,  Pa.,  on  case  of  R-  M.  Whitn^,  1750, 179a 

distribution  question,  1963. 

judicial  system,  3148. 
Ashley,. Hr.,  Hiasonri,  on  the  COmberlaod  road,  1147. 

Indian  treaties,  1149. 

public  lands,  1350. 

Indian  sppropriatlon  bill,  1J16. 

right  of  petition,  1709. 
Beaumont,  Hr.,  PeonsylTanla,  mm  a  reeolutinn  proposing 
a  definition  of  the  offence  of  a  contempt  of  the 
House,  1755. 

Bell,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  President's  mesHge,  1054. 
bill  to  regulate  tbe  proceeds  of  lands  ceded  by 

Indians,  1130. 
Indian  treaties,  1148. 

printing  report  on  geologicalreeoanoissanoe,  1164. 

surplus  rerenue,  1351,  1384,  1385. 

public  lands,  1387. 

mileage  of  members,  1453. 

freedom  of  elections,  1455. 

enlisting  boys  into  the  nary,  1510. 

case  of  B.  M.  Whitney,  1748,  1771. 1773. 1773, 
1774,  1775,  1780,  1781,  1783,  1807.  1808, 
1810,  1811,  1814,  1817,  1834,  1849,  1855, 
1856,  1857,  1870,  1873,  1876. 

army  appropriation  bilU.1909,  1917,  1956. 

the  distribution  queation.  1936,  1958;  1984. 

fortifieaUon  bill,  3095,  3145,  3149,31S(K 

Indian  appropriation  bill,  i09T* 

sale  of  Creek  resemtions.  2155. 
Bond.  Mr..  Ohio,  on  the  ease  of  B.  H.  Wfaitney,  1799. 

West  Point  Academy  3075.  * 

naval  appropriation  bill,  3099. 

Cumberland  road  bill,  2076. 
Boon,  Hr.,  Indiana,  on  the  PreMdeat*!  mefsage,  1073. 

protective  duties,  1118. 

printing  an  extra  number  of  President*!  Mcmage 

in  relation  to  Texas,  1144. 
executive  depirtmenls,  1170. 
pubHc  land%  1305. 
abolition,  1319. 

pay  and  mileage  of  members,  1503. 
bill  for  relief  of  Andrew  Kno^  1556.  ^ 
on  the  memorial  of  Eem  and  George,  1569. 
-     case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1697,  1749,  1873,  1877. 
distribution  question,  1967. 
investigation  reports,  3085. 
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BouUio,  Ur.,  Virginia,  on  thePr«tident'«  migf,  1074. 

•bdlition,  1589. 

right  of  petition,  1716> 

OM  o(  R.  M.  Wbitney,  1740. 

diltribalion  queatton*  1937. 

currency  bill,  3086. 

btrbor  biH.  2146. 
Boyd,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  Indiin  ippropriation  bill, 
1556. 

Brifpi,  Mr.,  MtMiebuietltk  on  the  Prciident'i  meanfe, 
1078. 

prlntinf  an  eztrs  number  of  the  Praidenl'i  mes- 
Hfeln  rebtiMi  to  Tens,  1140. 

public  lands  1246. 
-    lurplui  revenue,  13B5. 

ceniure  of  Mr.  Adami,  1672. 

cue  of  R.  M.  Wbitoey,  1688,  1760,  1763,  1834. 
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